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[For the M. and 8. 8. Record.
The Retrospect and the Anticipation.

There was onee a king who reigned
over a mighty kingdom. He had
many nations and peoples under his
command, and he watched over and
cared for the happiness of each of his
subjects with all the aflectionate ten.
derness of a father. His dominions
were very vast, containing mountains
and plains, seas and rivers, with all
the beauty of native forests and
highly cultivated scenery. The king
once sent one of his subjects upon a
mission to a far distant country, giving
him due instructions for his journey,
and telling him if he was faithful to
the end, his reward would be great,
ang his future happiness secure. The
king did not conceal from his servant
that it was a service of some peril,
but bid him be of good cheer, antici-
pating the glory that should atierwards

- be revealed to him.

The mission was undertaken, and
the traveller set out upon his journey.
Our story finds him, at the close of a
long and weary day’s march, ascend-
ing an eminence, whose precipitous
and rocky sides jut out into the sea,
which stretches away as far as the
eye can reach, until it melts into the

grey horizon, upon which the shades
of evening are rapidly falling. Here
the traveller stops and looks around
him. His way points him across that
dreary ocean; true, a bark awaits
him, but it looks too feeble and frail a
thing to tempt those restless billows,
that toss their foaming heads so wild-
ly—and seem to threaten to engulf
whatever is bold cnough to trust itself
to their mercy. The heartof the way-
farer sinks within hiin ; he sits down,
sadly,to review the long, weary way he
has already passed, notdaring to think
of what has yet to be encountered.—
He recalls the danger she has passed
through. At one time, while quietly
resting by the way, how he was
fiercely aitacked by a wild animal
rushing from the neighbouring torest;
at another time, how all his provisions
for the way, carefully hoarded and la-
boriously carried, had, in a day, cor-
rupted and destroyed; and how for
many days he was obliged to live up-
on the pulse and herbs of the field, ga-
thered by his own hand as he passed
along the road. How at one time,
when, in order to avoid going up 2
steep hill that lay in the direct road,
he had found a smooth path that
wound round the hill, and would, he
thought, in time, reach the top,on exr-~
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THE MISSIONARY AND
tering this inviting path, he found it so| cou!d now see that he had jone up the
thickly set with snares to catch thvi’face, and not round the hill, for there,
feet, that he was fain tuo retrace his,a few paces further on, was a dieadful
staps and take to the hill, steep as it chasm, into which he must have fallen,
was. But chiefly his thoughts rever:-{had he not been turned back. He
ed to & dear companion who had been ' could tell, too, now that it all stood
permitted to accompany him on his' forth \u emblazoned letters, why his
mission to cheer and beguile the way. dear companion was taken from his
And, just when this friend seemed side. He saw, while ho could take
most needed and most prized, he,sweet couhsel with him, lean upon him,
was suddenly taken away, and the sol- | find support and baoppinees in him,
itary traveller leftto pursue his jour-'he was in great danger of forgetting the
ney alone. Then he looked forward. ; object of his mission, and was much
How could he cross the unknown and ; more taken up with the flowers that
dangerous ocean? Troubles might:grew at his feet than with the far-off
await him yet heavier than those he kingdom. DBut, when left alone, his
bad experienced. Overwhelmed by'feet he saw were firmer on the rock,
these thoughts, he wrapped his face, bis eye was oftener turned upward, and
in his mantle nud wished that he might“lis thoughts aund converse were rmiore
die. But ere he had leag indulged’ with his king.  The traveller now took
this melanche'v mood, some one;courage; he wept and praised the king
touched him and bade him take cour- ! who had thus cared so constantly for
agoe and look up. The comforter was' him. He now went fearlessly into the
an old friend, one who had oftentimes | litle boat and prepared 10 launch upon

stood by him, but whom he had just
then forgotten. [Ie held in his hard
a scroll, and hade the traveller look
thereon. It was an illuminuted man-
uscript, and the wondering mourner

saw with astonishment it was a charti

of his own travels. e perccived that,!
in all his wanderings, he had been
bound by the strong cords of love;
that drew him many times when

the ocean, believing that all his way
was prepared. He was much encour-
aged, too, to find on board’ a life-pre-
server cailed Faith, whic', he was as-
sured, would keep every one above the
waters who putit on. It had been
nut on long ago by one named Peter,
who, as long as he held fast to it, walk-
ed upon the waters, and only began to
sink when he let go his hold.

he knew itnot. He perceived also; Ard now, my young readers, which
that the easiest and most flowery: of you can open up this dark saying?
paths were not the safest and besti Who can tell what iz meant by this
illumined, but the rugged and difficult . parable? Do you ask who is this tra-
routes were oiten filled with theveller; what ishis mission, and whence
sweetest odours and lighted up with the is he bound? I might answer, in the
most brilliant hves.  He saw, toe, words of Nathan to David,—¢ Thou
where he had been attacked by the art the man.” Every one who takes
wild animal, that on the very spot upon him the rame and profession of a
where had he seated himselfwas coiled. Christian is not a resident, but a pil-
up & venomous serpent, whose bite grnim here. He is bound for another
was mortal, and that his life was saved | bome, and hrs great mission is, while in
by the sudden alarm. this present evil world, to walk through,

vhen helostall his provision he found { keeping h*s ga/ments unspotted. We
a canker worm, called Cuvelousness,'have all arrived at the close of another
had grown up and had destroyed all the ' distinct period of our Journey, and are
nutritious parts, leaving only the husks,about to enter upen a new and uptried
and shells, which would have proved yvear. Beyond the present allis vnknown
burtful to him. Tt was weli, foo, he We cannot read what may befall us i
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the next revolution of time ; and many | to wrap the tobacco init. ¢ Excuse
look forward with fear and trembling.'me, siry,” said the man, * [ should be
into the shadowy future, and burden |glad if you would put the tobaceo in
themselves with the cares of th2 mor- |another piece of paper for I cunuot
row, while strength is promised only for { bear to see the Bible used 0.
the day., Let us for 2 moment review | Such a remark from such a man
the year 1854, By few will it be|surprised the by-standers, and the Sab.
ensily forgotten, It is engraven as with | bath-School teacher esked how it was
an iron ven on the hearts of many |that he, who professed so much out
among us. Its monuments are the | ward respec®for tha Word of God,
sculptured tomb-stones, the crowded | was not trying to Live according to ite
grave-yards, the breaches in the family | pure and holy precepts. 1 know
circle, the mourning garments, and | your meaning,” zaid the lover of rum
the saddened heart. Looking back |and tobacco, ““ I am scusible of what 1
upon the weary road by which we have [ am doing, and where [ am going ; I
travelled, every step seems marked by, know itas well as you can tell me;
some trophy of sorrow; and we are | but,” he continued with terrible em.
ready to say all these things are againsi | pbasis, and bouncing his fist upon the
us; but could we only ascend in spirit | counter, “ I love the drink, and the
to the Third Heaven,and view from | drink I will have””
s glittering heights our past way, we| In spite of consclence, in spite of
would believe it a perfect way. Kvery | reason, in spite of the Bible, in spite
circumstance that seemed fraught with | of friends, in spite of every effort to
disappointment and trial was all ap- |save him, this man will go down to a
pointed in mercy. It saved us from | drunkard’s grave. The appetite for
falling into hidden danger. The pos. |strong drink has got hold on him, and
sessions which fell from our hands, |Will draghim toruin. Letthe young
whose loss we so mourned, were block- ; men and the boys,—for 1 am sorry to
ing up the King’s high-way, and must |2y there are such,—who are just Le-
needs be removed. The loved one so | ginoing to drink and to smoke, mark
lamented was an idol weaning us f'rom{‘his well. .Vow you may save your-
God, and must be laid low. Al has:selves. Now you can take o stand,
been in infinite mercy, wisdom and!andresxst the:ee hab}ts. Now you caa
love ; and if we believe it 7ow we shall | conquer. Wait a little, delay a little,
see it hereafter. And need we jear | tamper wit!n the’glnss and the cigar,
what after years may bring upon us ? | end they will gain the mastery over
Itisalllaid dewn in the illumined chart ;| Yo% and ycu are lost.  The power of
and the same hand that has guided us! habit is stronger than the strongest
hitherto is not shortened now. The | chaio. The Scripture says, “Can the
goodness and mercy which hath fol. ' Ethicpian change his skin, or the leo-
ard his spots? thin nay ye also do

lowed us will continue to compass usfg d. that are accusiomed to do evil.”
about. We may trust, and nor be 5000 that areaccusiomed 10 do evil,

afraid 1 ¢ Look not thou upon the wine when

“it isred, when it giveti his colour in
. “the cup, when it moveth itself aright:
Selections for the Young. at the last it biteth like a Serpent and

I.—THE POWER OF A BAD HABIT. _stingeth like an adder.”—Child's Pa-

A sabbath-school teacher going one er. .
day to inquire after an absent scholar, ; 11.—"*IT 1§ TRUE ;11\3) IT MAKES
went into a chaudler’s shop, where a| M GLAD,
man partly drunk was buying a piece' A rich gentlema® of Silesia imbib-
of tobacco. The shopkeeper tore aled a bitter hatred against Christianity,
leaf from an old Bible, and was about The conversation of bad mep,the read-
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ing of infidel books, and the sinful
pleasures which he loved, led him to
believe that the Bible was untrue, and
religion a delusion,

One day, when he was walking
over his grounds, he heard the sweet
voice of a child reading aloud. He
followed the sound, and saw a hittle girl,
with a book in her hand, sitting on a
low stool at her cottage door. Her
eyes were filled with tears”

« Why do you weep ? are you not
well, my dear ?”’ asked the gentleman,
in a kind tone, as he walked towards
her.

% O yes,” she replied, smiling through
her tears, “but I weep because I am
happy, so happy 1"

“ How can you weep, if you are
so happy ¥’ saic the gentlemau, sur-
prised.

« Because [ have been reading about
the Lord Jesus Christ, and I love him
so much.”

¢ Why do you love him so much?
He has been dead along time ; he can
do you no good.”

“ No, sir, he is not dead; he lives
in heaven.”

“ And even if this were true, what
benefit is it to you ? If he could help
you, he would give money to your
mother that she might buy you better
clothes.” Tt was easy to perceive by
the little girl’s dress that she belonged
to a very poor family.

“ I do rot wish for money, sir; but
the Lord Jesus Christ will take me one
day to himself in heaven.”

“It is your mother, or some such
person, who makes you believe this ?”’

“ No, no,” said the child, earnestly;
“ijt is true, and I am glad!” These
simple replies, aud this happiness in
poverty, struck forcibly the gentle-
man’s mind. He gave the child some
money for her mother and went away.
But he could not forget what she had
said to him. It seemed very strange
to him, that such a little girl should
love the Saviour, and that the thought
of his love should make her so happy ;
for he telt that she had spoken as she

THE MISSIONARY AND

felt. He tried to account for it, but he
could not,

On his return home, he was serious
and thoughtful. He began to imagine
that there was, perhaps, after all a re-
ality in religion. About a week after-
wards, he heard the church bells ring ;
and learned that it was forthe children’s
festival. There was to be a sermon
preached to them. He though' he
would go and hear it. The minister
delivered a touching discourse on the
text.—% Have ye never read, Out of
the mouth of babes and sucklings
thou has perfected praise ?”’——( Matt.
xxi. 16.) Thatdiscourse deeply affect-
ed and convinced the gentleman. He
could no longer doubt and disbelieve.
He felt then, as he had never felt be-
fore. The question which the perse-
cutor Sayl addressed to Jesus on the
way to Damascus, “ Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do?’ arose in his
heart ; and from that time the name of
the Saviour—a name which he could
not hear formerly without contempt,
became to him infinitely dear and pre-
cious.

That gentleman marches now faith.
fully uader the holy banner of Jesus
Christ. He can echo now the saying of
the little girl, «It is true, and it makes
me glad."—Ch. of Eng. Sab. §. Mag.

AN N at ATASARAAAARAARaS

MunitioN.— % His place of de.
fence shall be the munition of rocks.”
—Isa. xxxiii. 16. Munition, in an-
cient warfare, meant a fort, or ram-
part. Do not confound it with “am.
munition.” These words were spoken
as an encouragement to the godly in
a time of national trouble, to assure
them that whilst the wicked should
be swept away, those who loved God
should find in him a sure retreat and
protection, likg a fort built of solid
rock. Christ is a ¢ munition of
rocks " for poor siuners, and all who
flce to him shall find a shelter from
Divine justice in the day of wrath.
May you and me find him to be our
refuge, to which we may continually

resort.
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Silk of the Chinese,

One of the most famous manufactures
of China is silk, in the production of
which they exce! all other nations. The
Empress is the patroness of the man-
ufacture ; and once every year she
goes with her maids to worship the
god of silk, while she does everything
she can to encourage the rearing of the
worm and the weaving of the article
amongst the women. In China the peo-
ple wear sitks in wmany ways. They
are used as robes of state, as trousers,
shees, caps, boots, and in many other
ways. lIn general they are plain silks,
but of the most brilliant colours, and
often beautifully embroidered. Alj,
{rom the princes to the peasants, wear
them more or less ; and those who can-
nctafford to get much are delighted if
they can only get a little.

To supply the large demand for silk,
both at home and abroad, they rear
greal numbers of the silk worm; and
its proper feeding and management is
quite a business amongst them. They
have houses built on purpose in which
to keep them, and people employed
continually attending to them. Their
common food is the mulberry leaf ; and

they have, therefore, large plantations
of thistree. The houses for their rearing
are in the centre of these plantations,
and great care is taken to keep them
quiet, as they maintain that the worms
will not thrive, but often die, if disturbed
by noise. These houses are heated or
cooled as the weather and season re-
quire, s0 as to bring out the young
brood, just as the mulberry tree puts
forth their supply of food. The prin-
cipal provinces in which the silk worm
is bred, are Che-keang, Keangnan, Hoo.
pe, and Sze-chuen. Here too the
mulberry is most cultivated. They are
planted in a kind of orchard, at a con-
venient distance from each other, and
every means tried to make them pro-
duce great quantities of leaves and little
fruit. To effect this, the trees are not
allowed to exceed a certain age and
height, and when they grow too old,
or show a tendency to produce frujt,
they are uprooted and cast away. In
gathering the leaves they use a sort of

ladder, with a prop to support it, as the

young trees could not bear the weight
of a common ladder, and our engraving
gives you a view of the process.
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The Chinese loam in which the silks
are waven ecems to be a very simple |
Xind of thing; ard yet cuch i their
ingenuiiy thatthey can imitate the most
beautiful patterns from either France
or England, and produce materials,
that we, with all our finer machinery
can never imitate. Their flowered
damasks and satins, their crape ( Canton
crope), and their washing silks (Pongu),
which grow more beautiful and soft
the oftener they are waushed, have so
far defied all attempis at .mitation
by us.

- i

1Is the Sabbath School & Little Thing ?

In view of all the advantages to be
derived from the Sabbath Schocl, and |
the religious instruction of children, |
shall we ever hear it called a liule|
thing P Shall the minister of the Gos- |
pel ever be induced to look upon it;
as a work of too little magnitude toi
command his ~‘tention ? Will parents
ever regard the «uty as one of minor
importance?  Will the patriot and;
philanthropist consider it as a thing of{
too littie moment to securc their co- |
operation?  Will children turn away
from it as a matter of too slight im-
portance to engage their thoughts,
their time and attention? A little
thing ! What! isita little thing o
keep the precents of the Bible? Isit
a llde thing to foilow along ir the
footsteps of the Saviour v Isit a Zittle
thing to train up children for heaven?
Isit a little thing to provide the
means of bi.ssing livirg thousands and
unborn miltions 7 Is it a Little thing
to curry into effect an agency which
is to tell favourably upon the prosper-
ity—the nolitical, intellectual and re-
hgious well-being of generations yet
far away in the future,—which is to
furnish material for building vp and
replenishing the charch of God on
earth, and to prerare subjects for the
kingdom of God's eternal blessedness
and glory? Oh! call it n- a little
thing ; but a great work, one which
« filled the Saviour's heart,” and r ight
well employ an ¢ angel’s hands.”

THE MISSTIONARY AND
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Wheo would not rejoice to engage in
such a work?  Who would pot glory,
it he might glory in anything beneath
the "sun, in being the Superintendent
of a Sunday School” Who would not
count it double honour to be the teach.
er of a Sunday School class—to be em.
ployed in the work of training up in-
fant minds for heaven, of instructing
the youth of the country in thinga per.
taining to God and religion, in things
having direct reference to their own
future and eternal happivess? Who
daes not feel a thrill of joy at the bare
thought of being permitted to labour
in 0 good a cause—of being allowed
to touch the lever which is to break
up the fountains 0. the old world, and
to spring & new onc into existence?
Whose heart does wnot gladden at
the thought of beiping ou the instru-
mentality which is to sweep ignoranee
and despotism from the earth, and t
cauze tree and equitable governments
10 obtain everywhere—uwhich is to hurl
the pagan deities from their thronesin
he hearts of their worshippers, and
cause the Bible to shed its boly radi-
ance upon the millions of earth’s sin-

: smitten inhabitants, who are now bu-

ried in the depths of supersiition and
moral gloom—which isto pull down
the temples of heathenism, and make
them to become habitations for the
“owl and bat,” or better still, to con-
vert them intc houses for the worship
of Almighty God? Whose bosom
dees notswell with new emotions at
the prospects of being engaged in lay-
ing a foundation so deep, and wide,
and strong, that generation after gen-
erauion, in the fast coming future,
may continue to build upon it, until it
shall become a mighty structure, whose
lofty dome shall pierce the clouds of
heaven, whose widely streaming glories
shall be displayed wherever the sun-
beam’s radiance dispels the gloom of
night—a magnificent temple, the house
of prayer for all nations filled every-
where wiih the holy Shekina, encom-

ipassed about with a halo of gospel

Lrightness—the joy and praise of the
v hole earth ?~—Rev. W, Knozx.



Botanical Papers,—No. 1.
) I ANGUAGE OF FLOWERS.

Our young readers wili perhaps be that they speak a language of joy and

surprised at seeing an article with such “hope understood in every land. Equally
a title in our sedate pages, as the lan- do we find them symbols of sympathy
guage flowers have often bcen made to.in woe. The church-yard which has
speak, is not celebrated for its wisdom, not its cypress, ils yew, or weeping
But although we do not intend to be-{ willow, wants its most befitting orna-
come interpreters for boguets, we rea. ments,

dily acknowledge that flowers (includ- We wish however to place the vege-
ing the whole vegeiable kingdvn) iden. 1able world before you in a far higher
tify themselves most naturally and and holier character than as the beauti-
gracefully with every cvent of interest ful hieroglyphics of joy and sorrow.
it human life:—the Laurel Crown of Flowers have been called the stars of
the warrior, stawsman and poct—the earth,and as such they too © declare the
Orange blossom wreath of the bride— glorv of God,and show forth His handy
the flowers and shrubs felt so indispen- work ; there is no speech or language,
~able on all festive occasions, whether; and their voice is not lieard, yet their
at Christmos or midsummer ; all testifv line i¢ gone out through all the earth,
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and their words unto the ends of the
world.”  What then is the meaning of
these illuminated characters which may
be read on the broad page of the earth’s
surface ? they tell u~ of their Creator’s
wisdom in their exquisite structure, and
of his loving forethought in their useful
ness to man and the lower animals.
Besides this, a knowlcdge of plants
enables us to understand more clearly
many portions of Scripture, a reference
to them occurring in above 300 places.
They are largely used as emblems and
types of persons and events; they all
have their lessons, fiom the Lily of the
Valley and the Rose of Sharon, which
fore-shadowed a coming Lord, down to
the Thorn and Thistle, which tell us
even yet of man’s sin and sorrow,

Aammamaa  amsas taAss A msa A maRAmesass

The object of Botanical science is
not merely to classify and name plants,
but to examine their structure, the
functions they perform, and the pur.
poses to which they are subservient in
the economy of nature; and these af-
ford varied evidences of the character
of God.  Let us contrast a few of the
vegetable forms with which the earth is
clothed. In land plants we have at one
extremity of the scale, the Lichens such
as the Lecidea, which form green spots
on Alpine summits, and the Tripe of
arctic rocks, on which Franklin and his
companious subsisted for several weeks.
At the other extremity we have the

mojestic Palms of the tropics, as repre.
s2nted by the cocoa-nut with its lofty |
unbranching stem of 100 feet high, hav-"
ing a crown of leaves at its summit.:
and a large cluster of fruit., In the case
of aquatic plants, we pass from the
minute Duck-weed, the green mantle of
our pools, to the enormous Victoria
Regia of the South American waters,
having 1ts leaves six feet in diameter
and its showy flowers one foot across.
Widely scparated though these plants
may be in their character, they are all
mutually subservient to each’other, from
the Cedar on Lebanon to the Hyssop
on the wali, each has its peculiar
oflice.

THE MISSIONARY AND

Ams AsAmAcAAcamAass et aARAAAan. o

¢ Tach moss, each shell, cachk insect holdsa place,
Important in the plan of Him who formed

The scale of beings ;—holds a place which, lost,
Would break the chain, and leave a gap

That nature’s self would rue.”?

Lichens and Mosses, plants so minute
as to be overlooked by an ordinary
observer, are the means employed by
the Creator to prepare a soil on which
the seeds of the higher plants can vege.
tate. The germs of Lichens are con-
stantly floating about in the atimosphere,
they adhere to rocks and aid in their
disintegration, and by their own decay
form a soil for mosses and ferns, These
in their turn decay, make way for
grasses and rock plants, and by suc-
ceeding changes a soil is produced in
which trees can vegetate. To such
minute agents do we trace the soil
formed on the coral islands, which at
length affords nourishment to the cocoa-
nut palm. This tree furnishes to the
inhabitants of th . South Sea Islands
food, drink, clothing, materials for build-
ing, utensils of all kinds, mats, ccrdage,
fishing lines, and oil.

As with God’s works of creation and
providence, so it is with His work of
grace. By imperceptible means He
accomplishes His mighty plans. The
dawning light in the mind of man is
often unseen at first, but it gradually
orightens to the perfect day. The small
mustard-seed becomes the tree. From
the contemplation of all God’s works,
let us learn not to despise the day of
small things. God often chooses those
who are despised by the world to work
wat His purposes. The fishermen of
Galilee were chosen as His missionaries
to prociaim the trath, and te prepare
the way for the new heaven and the
new earth wherein dwelleth righteous.
ness.

The failings of good men are com-
monly more published in the world
than their good deeds ; and one fault
of a well-deserving man shall meet
with more reproaches than all his vir-
tues praise: such is the force of ill-
will and ill-nature.
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MONTREAL, JAN UARY. 1855,
Lessons for Sabbath Schools.
Inthe present number of theRecord we
add an additional series of Lessone for
the use of those who may not find it con-
venient to seek out and arrange such a
_ course for themselves ; it will also follow,
oris in continuation of No. Zof last year.

B

Annual Sabbath School Gathering.

The Annual Union Meeting of Sabbath
Schools took. place in the American Pres-
byterian Church on the morniag of New
Year's day. Rev. Dr. M‘Gill presided,
and the Rev. Drs. Taylor and Wilkes,
and the Revs. Messrs. Hickok, Fraser,
Inglis, and Hay took part in the exercises.
Mr. Inglis delivered the address to chil-
dren, which, from the touching circum-
stance of his having lost several children
since last New Year’s day, was singu-
larly affecting and impressive, Dr, Taylor
addressed parents and teachers, pointing
out some of the causes of failure in the
religious instructior: of children with force
and clearness. This address, we think,
should be printed aund circulated in the
Recordor Witness,  Dr. MeGill inculeat-
ed ina happy masner the duty of training
children to give, and to deny themselves
in order that they may give. Upon the
whole, the meeting was remarkably in-
teresting and effective. A collection was
taken up for the Canada Sunday School
Union.

The usual annual gathering of the
Wesleyan Sabbath Schools took place
on New Year’s day, in the Wesleyan
Church, Great St. James Street. The
seivice was one of great interest. The
Rev. Wm. Scott presided. The examin-
ation of the children, in the Seripture les-
son, was conducted by the Rev. J. H.
Bishop, and the address to parents and

'teacher« was delivered by the Rev. w.

Jetlers. The whole was highly satisfac-
tory. The children of the <everal schools
have raised during the past year, for
Missionary purposes, the noble sum of
nearly six hundred dollars.

Durham, Ormstown, C. E.

The Sabbath School underthe super-
intendence of Mr. A. M’Eachern, met
on Thursday evening for the purpose
of ascertaining who should be the .
successful competitor for the Superin.
tendent’s Gift. At an early hour the
place appointed was filled with the
parents and others interested. Among
so many, that were excellent, it was
difficult to award the prize, but the
decision was finally given in favor of
Miss Hall ; after which D. R. Light-
hall addressed the children and pa-
rents.  Col. Davidson also spoke in
most affectionate and teeling manner,
held out the advantages in aitending
Sabbath Schools, and pressed those
present to assist the exertions of those
now so well employed. He begged to
move that the thanks of this meeting
and the parents of this neighborhood
are due and arc hereby tendered to
to Mr. A. M’Eachern, the Superinten-
dent of this Sabbath School, for the
pains, exertions, and expense that he
has been at in bringing the children
forward in the knowledge of the Holy
Scriptures. The motion was unani-
mously adopted. 'Thanks having been
tendered to the judges for their kind-
ness, and the Superintendent having
returned thanks for the very high
compliment paid him, all separated
satisfied withthe exercises of the meet-
ing.

A TeacHes.
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j{used by persons connected..with the

Mr. Robertson, who was & Mission- | Mistion-sehool, the water they con-

ary in Ceylon for some years, has told |

some interesting stories about the chil-
dren in that country, which I think
you would like to hear. e says that
when the Missionavies first weni to
Ceylon, and asked the people to send
their children t~ them to school, the
parents could not think whei the Mis-
sionaries wanted them for  Some
thought that they were to be reared as
slaves, others thought they intended

tained could not be pure enough for
Tamuls of good caste. They werd'seen
with uplifted eyebrows and long faces,
grouped together in .council. At
length oune of'them. somewhat brighter
than the rest, hit on a plan of which
they all approved. It was decided
that they should draw every drop of
water from the wells, and give them a
tborough cleansing. The buckets went
up -and gown very fast; bnt, after

. to make them soldiers, others again
fancied that their object was to send
. 4 from their homes to the interior!
ol the island, and many concluded thatJ

" they were to be transported to some for-
eign country. It appeared incredible
to them, that men of another -patien
had travelled thousands of miles to re-
ceive, support, and educatethe children
of persons whom they had never seen,
and this from motives of pure benevo-
lence. Atlast, however, six little boys
were intrusted by their pavents to the
Missionaries. Great Difficulties had
to be overcome, even when the people
found that their children were uot to!
be reduced to slavery, not to be train-!
ed asmen of war, not to be transported
to a foreign land. \When the Batti-
caloa school was established, the
parents would not allow their children
to take their food on the Missionary
premises, and accommodation for that
purpose was provided for them on a
piece of land belorging to the Heathen.
More than a year passed away before
the missionaries ventured to take this
establishment within toeir own enclo-
sure, and then several of the students
rolled up their wats, took their books,
and hastily departed. Most of them,
however, after their friends had had'

I}
H
1

H
i

time for.consideration, very thankfully
A

]

returned.

1 in a female.

they had woed all day, the wells were
uvearly as full as ever. It being then
the rainy seascn, the wells were not to
be emptied ina hurry. They then re.
considered the matter, and, at last,
came to the counclusion that, as much
waterhaving been drawn from the wells
as thes conteined at the commence-
‘went of their labour: . there could be
no doubt that the spring now issued
purely. :

-Wheu the Missionaries went te
Ceylon, there were not more than three
or four purely Tomul women. who
knew the Tamul alpbabet. Reading
and writing were considered unbecom-
ing and dangerous accowplishmerts

When the proposal was
made Dy the American Missionaries
to educate a few little girls, the answer
always was, ¢ {tis not our custom.”
The few women in the service of the
Mission, wito at last did introst their
daughters to the Missionaries, endured
severe reproach and persecution: the
children themselves,although so youug,
were half ashamed of their situation.
Ooc day, when the head man of a
distiict was present at the Mission-
house to see a deed executed, he ex-
pecied to see a little girl affix her mark
and some one write her name epposite
thereto ; but, to his great surprise, the
girl wrote her own name in full.

Other difficulties had- to be sur-i# Well,” exclaimed the head-man, “1

mounted.
lent wells, and an ample supply of
water for the whole district.  But the
children wonld not drink it. They;
whispered that, as these wells had been

There were several excel- «never saw such a thing before.

This
is very good. I will now sead my
own ehnld to read and write.”?  Hedid
30, und several nther persons followed
his example. .
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There is a great improvement in the
children who are brought up.in the
Mission-schools. They ate modest in
their attire, and intellect beams from
their dark eyes. Their prescice has
improved the rudest hamlet, and civil-
ized the roughest villages., Satisfied
with the way in which they have been
brought up, they have no disposition
to. embrace idolatry. They  glorify
the Cross of our Redeemer. They
adorn the walks of life, they enlightén
the valley. of.death. "The ¢hildreg are
sometimes found holding voluniary
meetings for prayer, and for reading
the Scriptures. The American Mis-
sions have found it neccessary tobuild
a row of twelve small roows, in crder
that the girls may exercise their de::
votion, aud. worship God in private:
They have known young pevsons ré-
joice, when suflering from bodily afflic-
tion, in the exercise of "the religions
knowledge which they have received
in the Wesleyan institution. Hub-
dreds, when the Bible is read andj
expounded, and the Gospel unfolded, !
trust in Jesus. Their eyes are opened
to behold the glory of Chyistianity,
and they become steadily uttached to
our soul-saving religion— Wes.Juv. Off.

Trophies from the Mission Field.

4 Be instant in season, and out of season

to-day, from alady’s monument.
was a Missionary’s wife ; and O, what
different inscriptions are on her monu.

Nobody likes to be forgotien. I
knew a little girl, who used to weep in
the dark night, because she thought of
the time when she would be covered
up in the cold grave, and he forgotten ;
and a little boy, too, who retarned
weeping from the laying of a founda-
tion stobe, because ihe big stone would
be buried up, and never seen more.
We all know who was so aoxious to
be remembered, that he built his menu:
ment in his life-time; a monument
which his wicked conduct turned in‘o
a monument of shame. -Absalom is

if she had not had oue.
lov{ed, she was satisfied with preseut
enjoyrent, and thought not of the

not alone in this work; what, if1 tell

salum’s pillar steod : but it will never
be forgotten that he raised an, army,
and hunted his good father from his
throve, and tried o kill him.
though many of you may have no stone
monuments, your words arid actions,
and even your lqoks, are writing in-
scriptions on the memories and hearts
aroupd you which ‘will never rab eut,
10, 1ot to all eternity, for the tablets
on which you are writing them are im-
mortal,
monuments.
Baxter, and Mr. Hyde, and Mr.
Whitehouse, and many others riow is
heaven with their Master, have left
noble monuments behind them, sl
hubg round with trophies from the
enemies’ camp.

So,

Missionaries have “all such
Dr. Coke, and Joha

I am going to show you a trophy
She

ment I We need not stop to read them;

but, one thing T know, many trophies
are iung there which shall deck the

Saviour’s brow in the day when He
maketh up His jewels. But for my

story, which 1 had again and again,
from the lips of itssubject. Mrs. Go—

was a lady who had moved in the
highest circles of West-Indian society,
§narried in early life to a rich merchant
iv Antigua. She speut her life in a
constant whirl of folly and gaiety.
She thought as little of her soul, as
Adwired and

future. The dark day came; her
husband, after years of affliction, was
cut offin the prime of life ; but though

she watched with him all through his
dark night of pain and suffering, she

was still a thoughtless sinner,. without

God,.and almost withoat anxiety about
eternily. 2
island, and accepted an offer of marrage
from a Roman Catholic gentleman.

She removed to another

‘you, You are each busy building a They occupied a large handsome house
monument, which shall staod longer,on the side of a sloping hill, with a
than Absalom’ pillar! Some day,,}verandah in front, and a large garden
nobody will know the spot where Ab- at the back ofthe houss. It was some.
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,years after her marrage to this gentle.
man, that Mr.and Mrs. French, a Mis-
sionary and his wife, were returning
from an afternoon’s walk : they were
nearly opposite Mr. G.’s house, when
they were cvertaken by a heavy
shower. Now, in England when it
rains, we have first the cloud, then
the drizzle, and before the big drops
come, we can get to a friend’s house
to borrow an umbrello. But, in the
West Indies, the sun will be shining in
an unclouded sky, and in less time than
I can write it, a cloud appears, and
down come the teeming shower, as if
poured from a watering pan, and
woe’s me for you, if you are not close
toa house. Mr. and Mrs. French
took shelter on the verandah, and
were very politely asked in by Mr. G.
Mrs. G—was reclining on a sofa,
and Mrs. French seated herself beside
her. While the gentlemen were en-
gaged in conversation at the other side
of the room, she said in a low earnest
tone, “ My friend, you seem.delicate:
have you ever thought of the judge-
ment-day ? Areyou making any pre-
paration for eternity? Is your soul
safe? Do you know Jesus Christ as
your Saviour? Do you read your
Bible? Do you pray?” Mrs. G—
had never been accustomed to such
questions : she thought Mrs. French a
very impudent woman ; yet there was
something in her manner so earnest
andso loving, that she could not resent
it. She said;, ¢ Yes, I read my bible
sometimes.” ¢ But I fear, my dear,
you are not in earnest when you read
it: are you? Don’t be offended with
me. You have a precious soul which
must be happy or miserable to all eter-
nity. Jesus died to redeem it, and He
waits to save it. O my friend, itis
high time you began to care forit:
promise methat you willbegin to-night,
that you will earnestly pray to God to
show vou its value; will you prom-
ise 7 With a faltering voice, half to
get rid of her importunity, Mrs. G—
said, ¢ Yes.” ¢ Well, remember you
have promised, God has heard you.”

The rain was soon over; but Mrs,
French’s interestonce awaked, was not
easily hushed. She remembered the
promise too, and went home to wrestle
in earnest prayer for her who was that
night to begin to pray for herself.
Every body said, when Mrs, French
got her foot into a house, she never
left it till she gained a soul from it, or
was driven away. So it was with Mrs,
G—. She went almost daily, had the
happiness of seeing her deeply con-
vinced of sin, weeping &t the foot of
the cross, and then led to see in Him
a Saviour,able to save to the uttermost.
Mr. G—did all he could to drive Mrs.
French from his house, but in vain.
Shewould smile and say, <« O Mr. G.
I cannot keep away; youneed not
try to affront me, for I won’t be affront-
ed. Thave a pair of large pockets,
and I’ll put all your insults in them.”
Mrs. G—endured much persecution ;
but she kept on her way, and before
her husband’s death, she had reason to
hope, that he, too, was a believer in
Jesus. Fcr many years she was a
bright consistant Christian, and died
in the full triumph of faith.
MARGARET.

Seek and ye Shall Find.

Seek, you te)l me, but tell me where ?
I've searched the Earth and found nothing
there !
Then ¢ Search the Scriptures,” they're de-
signed

To be the field where you shall find,

What shall I seek 2 To be forgiven,

And washed in blood, and brought to Heaven,

Where everlasting joys are twined

Round Jesus’ promise, ¢ Seek and find,”

How shail I scek T With cries and tears,

Upheld by faith, unmoved by fears,—

Knowing how closely Jesus binds .

The soul which sceks and that which finds.

Then children, without ceasing, pray,

For grace on each returning day ;

His blessed promiso bear in mind,

8¢ Who seek me early they shall find.”

Jesus unscen, but who all hearts can sce,

Still sits and overlooks the treasury !

Cast in your offerings when his cause invites,

Ye rich your talents, and ye poor your mites ;

Render to God the things that are His due;

Ho gave His Son, who gave Himself for you.
Jaxgs MoNTGOMERY.
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Jerusalem from the Mount of Qlives.

Of oll the cities you ever heard or
read of, young reader, I imagine the
city of Jerusalem seems to you the
most interesting and important. It is
so on many accounts. There it was
that Jehovah chose to fix his earthly
court, and dwell in visible splendour
within its holy temple. There alone,
of old, was offered the acceptable
sacrifices for sin, and there alone did
God condescend to give forth the rev-
elations of his will. Thither the
tribes of Israel went up, aund there
stood the earth’s one sanctuary. What
gives to Jerusalem, however, its chief
glory and interest, is its connection
with the great matters of our redemp-
tion: as the scene where the Son of
God acted out the great plan of Je-
hovah for the salvation of man, and
made atonement for sin. To Jerusa-
lem God laoks whenever he forgives
and saves a sinner, and to Jerusalem
all saints and angels will ever look as
the only really consecrated ground on
earth.

About Jerusalem, too, many predic-
tions have yet to be fulfilled; and
good men are looking for the time to
come when it shall again become a

beauty in the earth, and make an im-
portant figure in the incoming of the
glory of the latter day.

I have thought that some particulars
about this interesting city would not be
either unirteresting or uninstructive to
you, aand hence begin this month a
series of little papers about it, which
will run through the year, and give
you twelve views of this chief of cities,

‘The present Jerusalem is that which
will occupy our thoughtsin these de-
scriptions, and givesubjects for our cuts
That Jerusalem of which you read in
the Bible has been long swept from
the earth. Eighteen hundred years
ago the place where it had stood was
ploughed over as a field, and not a
building of it left unthrown down. Its
guilty inhabitants had rejected the
Messiah, and put to death the Lord of
Glory; and so, in just judgment upon
them, their beautiful city was taken
from them,-their splendid temple de-
stroyed, and themselves scattered
through the world, a nation of outcasts,
and poor and persecuted men.

Ancient Jerusalem was a very splen-
did city, but modern Jerusalem is a
poor, dirty, and miscrable place.
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+¢ Beautiful for situation’ it wust ever
be, and so it strikes all who approach
1t; but when you enter it, its glory
seems to depart at once, and you are,
struck with the evident poverty and
wretchedness of its inhabitants. “The
modern city occupies a part of the
site of the old one, butis a much less
place. It stands on three hills, the
two chief of which are Mount Zion
and Mount Moriah ; aad it issurround:
ed on every side with hille much high-
or than itself {rom which itis separated
on the east by the deep valley of Je-
hoshaphat, and on the south by that
of Hinnom. :

The ancient city is thought by some
to owe its origin to Melchisedec, who
met Abram returning from his victory
over the kinys, and who is called the
King of Sal:m. If so, it must have
been one of the oldest -cities in the

world, and been founded two thousand

he spent much labourand skill in foy.
tifying it, and making it the chief
stronghold of the city. Here he fixed
his palace, te this height he brought

! the tabernacle, and here he at last was

buried. Mount Zion was, accordingly,
appropriately called in after years ¢ the
city of David.”  ~

Solomon, who followed David, great-
ly extended the city, and beautified it
much. He erected also the magnifi-
cent temple on Mount Moriah, and
made the city so great, rich; and splen.
did, that it became celebrated through-
out the then known world, axd.was not
exceeded by any.of the cities of its day.
These were Jerusalem’s great days.
Then all the nation used to go up.to
worship at its temple, and it stood out
the beautiful capital of the entire land.

Secarcely was Solomon in his grave,
hdwever, when its decline began. His
successor was a weak,tyrannical prince,

years before Christ was born. How- , and ten of the tribes revolted from un-
ever that may be, we have no certain | der him, building. for themselves an-
knowledge of it till Joshua leads up | other city on Mount Gerizim—the city
the twelve tribes to the promi-ed land } of ‘Sama:ia—erecting another, temple,
—some fou* hundred years after— | to ‘vhich they, might.go up to worship,.
when we find it in the possession of  and setting up ansther kingdom—
the Jebusites, who had built a strong , the kingdom of Israel—in opposition
fortress on Mouut Zion. = Joshua orly , to that of Judah, of which only Jeru-
conquered the lower parts of the towp, ; salem now became e capital. During.
all his effurts against tiie fortress being | this reign the place was stormed and
vain, and which was allowed to/remaip‘ plundered by, Shiskak, king of Egypt.

in the hanas of the Jebusites (see
Joshua xv. 63; xsiii. 28; Judges.
i. 8), The place was then called
Jebus, and the conquered part was in-
habitec by the tribes of Benjamin and
Judah. In this state it remained till
King David’s time, the Jebusites still
keeping their stronghold, and often
coming down and greatly harrassing
the poor Beujaminites and Judahites
in the town below (see Judges i. 23).

(2 Chron xii. 9); and a century and
a half after, it ‘vas again taken by .Jo-
ash, king of Isreal (2, Kings xiv. 13,
2G). Inthe days of Manasseh.it was.
beseiged and taken by the Assyrians,
and Manasseh carried captive to,Baby..
lon, as a punishment . for bis_sins,,
Various misfortunes followed this, till
in the reign of Zedekiah—just 100,
vears after’ Manasseh—Nehechadpez.:
zar, King of Babylon, laid siege to i,

The brave and earnest David could| and, after three years, hard siruggling,,
bear this annoyancg no longer, and,, forced the people to surrender. 1Ina
having resolved to make Jerusalem me{ spirit of wicked revenge, the con-
capital of his kingdom, he laid deter- | querors set fire to the temple, raced the
mined seige to the fortress, and by the| walls destroyed all the chief and beauti-
help of Joab sealed the walls, and ex-| ful edifices, and carried many of the
pelled the Jebusites. Mount Zion{Jews captive to Babylon(see 2 Kings
now became his chosen residence, and! xxv. 2; 2 Chron. xxxvi.; Jer. xxxix.).
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Forseventy years the city lay in uxim,\‘
as the prophets had predicted it should,

when Cyrus, king of Babylon, made a

deeree.allowing the Jews to return to

build their temple and city (see Isa.

shv. 28; Jer.dii. 2, 7, 8; xxii. 10

sxv. 9-125 Neh, i. 8, 9; Ezrai. 2,3).

Cyruz also restored all the sacred ves-

sels of gold and silver which Nebu-

chadnezzar had taken from the temple.

The people contributédl to their ut-

most, of money, time, and labour, and

in a few years the cify and the temple

once more rose to be a praise in the

earth. So inferior, however, were

they, and especially the temple,that

when the old Jews who had seen the:
former, looked at'it, they could not re-!
fidin frow tears (see ¢ie books of Ezra
and Nehemiak, and the prophecies of
Zichariah, Haggai, and Malachi, ell
written at” ikis time),

After this restoration, Jerusalem
passed through many changes. Whaen i
alexander the Great became the con-
queror, of Persia, he marched against
Jerusalem, to punish it for aidiog the
Persians in opposing him. The people
were greatly alarmed when they heard
of his approach, and Jaddna, the high
priest, with a lotg procession of the
othér priests, .cent.out in their robes
to meet him; and such was the effect
of their appearance upon him, that he
tredted them with respeet, and spared
the city. After Aiexander’s death,
whieh occurred at Jerusalem in 324
B..C., Ptolemy, of whom you have
read, marched against the place, took
it, and ccorsied several of the Jews
prisoners to Egypt. After him Anti-
ochus Epiphanes plundered the city,
and profaned the temple by placing
an image of Jupiter in it, whick wassc
gricvous to the Jews, that it ultimate-
ly led to. a famous revolt, called the
revolt of the Maccabees, in which it
was rescued from the hands of the
heathen.  Sixiy-three years before
Christ it was taken by the Romans,
under Pompey, and twelve thuusand
of the Jews inassacred in the temple;

fat o o

power when Christ was born, and re-
mained so for seventy jears after,
when in consequence of a rebellion of
the Jews, Titus way sent against it
with a great army, cast up a trench
about it, laid siege tc if, and after a
long and fearful struggle, completely
destroyed it.” "Ninety-seven thousand
persons were taken prisoners; and a
hundrad and ten thousand perished
(see Ina. li, 17; Jer. xxv. 15; Matthew
xxiv.; Mark xiii.; Luke xxi)

My next paper will trace the history
of the modern city, a view of which
stands at the head of this.

Mornzer.~Round the idea of one’s
mother the mind of man clings with
fond affection. It is the first deep
thought stamped upon our infant hearts
when soft and capable of receiving the
most profound impressions, and all the
after feelings of the world "are more or
lese light in that compayison. 1 do not
know but that even in ovur old age we
look back to that feeling as the sweet.
est we have through life.  Our passions
and our wilfulness mey ‘ead us far from
the object of our filial love ; we learn
even to pain her heart, to oppose her
wishes, to violate her commands; we
may become wild, headstrong, and _an.
gy at her counsels, or opposition; but,
when death has stilled her monitory
voice, and nothipg but calm memory
remains to recapitulate her virtues and
good deeds, aflection like a flower
beaten to the ground by a past storm,
raises up her head and smiles amongst
her tears. Rourd that idea, as we
have said, the mind clings with fond
affection ; and even when the earlier
period of our losg forces memory to be
silent, fancy takes the place of remem..
brance, and twines the image of our
dead parent with a garland of graces,
and beauties, .and virtues waich we
doubt not that she possessed.

— Letanother’s passion be a iecture
to thy reason, and let the shipwreck
of hie understanding he'a sea-mark to

courts. It was still under the Roman

thy paseion.
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SCHEME OF LESSONS FOR 1885.

} No. 4. '
DATE. SUBJECT. READ., REPEAT. PBALM, UBJECT FOR PROOF.
Jan. 7| The Barren Fig-Tree..............«..... Luke xiii. 1-10... Matt. xxi. 19...... i. 3, 4.... . God’s Patience.
— 14 | Jossph's Discipline towards His Brethren. Gen. xlii. xliii.,.. Heb, xii. 11....... Ixxxix. 30, 31... Afiliction fitled to recall Sin.
— 21 | Christ’s Testimony to John......... %... Matt. xi. 1-19.... Mal jii. L.......... xxiv. 3, 4.......... Old Testament References to John.
— 28| Joseph Revealed to His Brothren....... Gen. xliv. xlv.... Acts Vii. 13u....... CXXXiilov.rerrnr.r. The Brotherly Love.
Feb. 4 | Christ’s Second Miracle in Cana......... John iv. 43-54.. Johni. 11........ Ixxii. 12, 13...... Christ's Compassion.
— 11 Joseph Meeting His Father.............. Gen. xlvi......, Eph. vi. 2,3. xxxvii. 23,24 .... Duly of Children to Parents.
— 181 The True Disciples.....ccevens cereenee. Matt, vii. 15-29. Jam. i. 27......... cxii. 5, 6. + A Godly Man Described.
— 25| Jacob and Pharaoh.. .+s Gen. xlvii......... Prov, xvi.31...... xcii. 13, 14..... God is Faithful.
Mar. 4 { Christ Stills the Tempest. 18-27. Ps, cxliii. 7, 8.... lxxxix.8,9........ Christ’s Power.
— 11| Jucob Blesses Joseph's Sons............... Gen, xlsiii...... Heb. xi. 2L,...... 17, 18........ Spiritual Blessings the most Valuable,
~— 181 Christ Calls Matthew......... iweoo Matts ix, 9-17... 2 Tim. i, 9....... ex. 2, 3............ The Work of the Publicans,
— 25 | Jacob Blessing Joseph's Tribe.. - Gen, xlix. 16-53. 1 Pet. i, 21........ xxii. 5, 6.......... Chtist’s Cause will Prosper.
: No. 2.
DATE. FOR REPETITION. SUBJECTS. FOR READING,
Feb. 411 Timothyii. 1-4......... | THE BIBLE. The state of the world without the Bible. . Acte x9il.....c...coenieeeeevve... | 2 Corinthiansiv.
— 11 | Actsxvii.22, 23........... | NARRATIVE. How to hear the Gospel profitably......... Matthew xiii, 1-23,........... | Deut. xi.
— 18 | Matthew xiii, 4-8......... | DocTRINE. The doity of Jesus Christ..............coereree . COOSSIANS fevvoverersererenensner | John i 1-28.
— 25 | Colossians i. 14-17......... | Bioarapny. Jacob's early life................. seoeennnese. Genesis xxviii, 10—xxix. 14, | 1 Poter ii.
Nro. 8.

DATE. ' SUBJECT. READ. coMmIT, DOCTKINES, )
Feb. 4| Christ’s Death John xix. 28-37. James i, 22, 1. Christ’s death should bo the great theme.
= 11 } The Burial... John xix. 38-42. Jer. x, 10. 2. Disciples should unite to honor Christ.
— 18| The Resurrection... veeee | Matt. xxviii. 1-10. Jer. xxxii. 27, 3. A risen Saviour the Christian's strength.

— 25 1 The Bribe..vuccerrerecrervvanerencnee.. | Matte xxvifio 11-15

Heb, iv. 13.

4, The danger and sin of denying Christ




