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‘“Whatsoever he saith unto you do it.” 8 L/
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Mr. Swett writes: *“From Benguella inland the cost of
man-load of 56 1bs. is about $4.25. Mail aletter to me why
sending, advising how you send, whom the gouds are fur, af
give a detailed list of cuntents and values, for customs ag
msurance purpuses. Each and every kind of guuds must lia
the weight marked on package and alsv given in your invuicei
me. When writing kindly state that you desire to prep
charges to destination, and bill for same will be sent to you d
receipt of package. Our next regular shipment to West Afrig
is due tu leave Bustun abuut the first of April, for which guy
should reach me by the middle of March.”

With pleasure we welcome Kingston ¢ Calvary ™ Auxilia
Ottawa Branch, President, Mrs. Mowle ; Vice-President, M
John Davis; Secretary, Miss J. Donnelly ; Treasurer, M

Sloaae.
From Mrs. (Rev.) W. T. Currie. :
Crsamaa, Nov. 22nd, 1897,
Drar Mnrs. SANDERS,—About a coupie of weeks ago M
Currie and I had a five days’ trip among the villages, We Iy
on Tuesday morning, arriving in the afternoon of the same dg@.
at the Ombala of Ciyuka ﬁ:he chief who is building a scho
house in his village). He was detighted to sce us and did@
he could to make our visit a pleasant one. The house he plag¥.
at our service is cleaner and better furnished than any wh
trader’s or native houses in this part of the country.
school-house is exceedingly well built, the thatching be:
beautifully done; doors and windows are still lacking, as thi}
are to be made inour carpenter shop (at his expense) 7§
chief is extremely anxious that his people learn to read af,
write. Mr. Currie hopes, if all be well, to send a couplef
boys there the beginning of the year to start school. They W
return everK Saturday for the Sunday services. We spent @
days with the chief, who, learning that we had planned to vi§
the Va-Luimbe, a people living on the other side of the Kukeg,
river, himself escorted us to the banks of the stream—quitd,
large one—and saw us safely across. There was only one les
boat or canoe, so it took some time for all to cross, two af
time, there being four boys to carry my tipoia, three with b
ding food hamper and utensils, and another to look after Mg}
Currie’s ox ; also two of the chief’s young men as escort for §
rest of the journey. Once across the stream we were in Luirg§
country, but it took nearly five hours’ quick walking, sometid§:
trotting, on the part of the boys before we got to the Ombalag
Owumbu, where the chief of that district lives. The centrel,
the Ombala i8 occupied by some enormous shade trees. Thj
we stopped, but no one came near us. Presently the boys §
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man they knew and told him that we had cume to visit. He
id mnat of the people and their chief were still at their field
rk. We saw a few men and women peeping between the
nces, but they were tou frightened tu advance any nearer.
fter an hour’s wait Mr. Currie arrived on the scene. By this
me rain was falling heavily and we all tuuk shelter in an un-
@rished house, well thatched, but only posts for walls. The
i@bys lit a fire and made us some coffee. ~ A few men and women
ho understood Umbundu ventured nearer, but they would not
ve us a house till their chief came home. So there we sat till
barly evening, when Mr. Currie told the boys tu pack up, that
e would go elsewhere. Then the villagersall crowded round,
Roping us to accept a house, that their chief would be 8o angry

ie found they had treated guests in such a manner. After a
Btle consideration we decided to stay, as the rain was still
Buring. The house was a freshly built one—indeed, the mud
bor and the plaster on the walls was still wet. Some men
avellers) had slept there the previous night and their fire had
ied part of the floor. There was no bed nor anything else to
bep on, 80 vur bunes were rather stiff next morning, a rubber
ound-sheet and a rug being our only protectivn from the hard
bor. If the weather had been dry we could have had a couch
ade of leaves or grass, We had a %ood supply of food with
, but the Luimbe people are most hospitable, once their fear
being plundered is removed. They brought us a great sup-
of mush and other food more than all our retinue could possibly
Bt. When the chief came home (we rather suspected he had
en keeping out of the way in some near village) he expressed
feasure that we had come, and said he had intended shortly to

bit Cisamba. Three times last year the evangelists—two of
fem were with us on this journey—had visited these villages
Bd preached to these people. Some of the latter had brought
fds for us from the coast, so they knew us by reputation,

ext morning the chief paid us a formal full dress visit, ar-
Eyed in a bright red cloth coat reaching to his heels; on his
‘Bad a fireman's brass helmet, with a horse-tail attachment

frged in various patterns, making quite a fantastic headdress.
Pe stayed there two days. Mr. Currie and the boys held
‘fotings mornings and evenings, The people listened attens .

> -
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tively. Most of the men at least understand Umbundu, a
after the mnestings were over they could be scen ex&luininz g
truths spoken to those who had not understood. e collecy
some words to forin the nucleus of a Luimbe vocabulary in ti
for the evangelists who go there from time to time., Wegy
made an attempt to translate some hymns., The basis of §
language is much the same as Umbundu, but it contains seveq
sounds the latter does not, A verse of the first hymn we had
changed runs as follows: ’

LUIMBE. UMBUNDU.
Jesu & ci tnamne kumezo Jesu ndo tu songuila
Gole yi nahu; Eci ohali yimuha;
Tu ka kovela ku muono Katuinise komuenyo
Na solele nda. Lonjolela lesanju.

Their mode of lifeis also different. In Bihe the women st
pounding their corn at 2 o’clock in the morning and go to the
fields shortl‘w; after sunrise. They come home In the afterndg
and have their supper cooked and eaten before dark. T
Luimbe people are agparently more sensible, in that they §
not rise before daylight. They pound their corn all mornin
and after a substantial meal at 9 o'clock start off to their fieldd
Neither are they satisfied to have an occasional day’s work dog
by their men folk, If o man will not work in his wife's fiel
her relatives soon take her away from him. So they alwa
have abundance of corn and other food. The men also do
good deal of fishing and retail the fish to passing caravagd
Their evening meal is usually token late in the evening. Ti
men do not seem to care to leave their homes, either to tradeq
go on journeys to the coast. A mission station if plantg
among them would thus have many advantages which we do n§
Eossess; They tried hard to pick up the choruses of differe:
‘hymns, One woman—the only one of her sex who understodg
what was said or sung—was comically zealous in catching u
the words from my mouth as we were singiug and then shoutig
them back to her companions, They had never hefore scen
white woman and so paid me a good deal of attention. We le
very early on Saturday, and of course had to re-cross the Kukg
ma river; there were three boats at this crossing, so we got ovg
more quickly. But before we reached theriver there was
marsh to cross. The boys strung up the hammock of
tepoia as high as they could. Then a couple of Luimbe mey
who were escorting us, and who knew the path, took each enf
of the pole on their heads and waded in up to their waists i}
water, a boy each side of them to catch the tepoia pole shou
one of them slip, However, we got over safely, though I wihe
the only one with dry clothes, Mr. Currie was less fortunatege
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af got on the shoulders of one of the lads—asit wus too deep to
“tile the ox through—and then in the middle of the marsh or
amp the boy slipped, and though he recovered himself
ickly, Mr. Currie got wet to his knees, .

Vo got home about noon ; found all well. Miss Melville had
ughtfully had all our rooms washed, so there were no
gers to greet us.

: Dec. 21st, 1897.
We are as_busy as we can possibly be. Only four days to
bristmas. The two oxen to be killed for the feast have been
isen and the women are pounding corn as if their lives de.
fhded on it. ‘The boys are busy clearing the race-course and
b practising tug-of-war, running, ete. They do not intend
by villagers to beat them if possible. In the midst of the
parations the lads are thinking of the marriage question.
alusuva—whose bride-elect (Ngulu's sister) died nearly two
s ago—has become engaged again. A few months ago he
Fught of asking a girl who lives near Sukanjimba and went
$rc to inquire about her. He found, however, that she was
a desirable damsel, although very willing to have him. So
freturned, rather disappointed. Mr. Currie told him he had
odhe well in his decision and advised him to leave the matter in
d's hands, Months passed and no sign of a suitable help-
et, till not long ago a nice-lonking girl came to visit some of
girls. She said she would like to come to stay here. After
thile Lumbo came in one evening and told us that Salusuva
‘Bhed to ask for her. On enquiry we found she has never
n engaged, though several young men, one of them the chief
RCisingi—a wealthy man for a native—had proposed tov her.
R only fault found with her by her neighbours is that she
2Bhes herself tno often (!) and is too particular about her cloth.
by thought that meant pride, and most mmen avoided her.
Rwever, she accepted Salusuva, but the consent of her uncles
@ first to be gained. Last week two of the older boys, to.
Bier with the suitor, went to the relatives, he to be examined,
roved of or otherwise. The uncles said that they had no
kctions, but that rum must be given to seal the bargain,
$ young fellows told them that they did not use rum, Would
#cloth or rubber do? ¢ No,” they were told, ‘‘you must
Rer give rum or give up the girl.” They waited soms time
4 at last came home, rather crest-fallen. Mr. Currie ad-
2d them to wait a few days and then try again. Vesterday
% went, and the uncles, who had evidently thought perhaps
b had gone too far, relented and accepted cloth. The girl's
o is Kusepa. She has much to learn, but her life has been
tgect morally and she is snxious and willing to learn the -
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truth, I think I told you of Kasova, a young woman parti
married to a man, who was very anxious she should retum
him, The other day the man came again. She still persis
to remain here. He coaxed and threatened till at last he wi
off, saying, ‘ Put an ax in the stream and when it softenf
will give you up.” She is an extremely nice girl, quiet
modest in her bearing. We are all fond of her.  Three wo
ago our blacksmith,as we call him, Kambundu, became engaj
to a young girl, Wandi. She comes to school, but has not{
come to live here. Our friend the Chief Kaujundu sent his ¢
little daughter, Ngeve, to me to be taught and trained. Shy
very bright and quick. I have just told sume of the buys t}
she promises to write better than they du. And sv, in spite
the discouragements we must meet, we have so very muchl}
cheer and encourage. It is surely the Lurd's work amung thi
people, so terribly bound as they are in superstition. ¥

From Miss Helen J. Mevillle.

-1

CisamBa StaTION, Dec. 21st, 18978

My DEAR MRs. SANDRRS,—There is a woman here just off,
who is in great trouble.  Last week her husband died, andf
the funeral she was condemned for witcheraft. They tookilh
and were going to cleft her tongue. She fled and reachedd
village during the night. She went into the girls’ house tof
by the fire, trembling with fear. In the morning she wentff;
some of the married girls who are relatives of hers and stayedg:
their kitchen until Mr. Currie gave her a house to sleep in,
In talking with Mr. Currie, she said, “ Why would I kill
husband ? Did I not go to him as a young girl ? Is he not
father of my nine caildren? If I had wanted to kill him wo}
T not have done so long ago? Why would I do so now whetk,
am old and we have lived so long tegether?” It appears tifo
some of the relatives of the man who died owed the wife's rff
tives some cattle or rubber and his relatives thought if tiff
could charge her with this death that her friends wouldge
afraid to try and collect the debt and the woman would Bt
sold with her children as slaves.
When some of the old men heard that she was here ti§V
came to the girl with whom she was staying and said that §
must not keep her there for she was the mother of little childrjcl
and if this woman cooked their food the children might sicigt
and die. The woman said, ‘‘I only want Mr. Currie to givefir
a house thut I may live in it and cook my own food until pt
brother and my eldest son return from the inter’ r where fer
are trading. Then T am willing to go with them and take

v

he old men told her not to leave here, for Mr. ©
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ild protect her. Yesterday morning she found that it was
nday and that a crowd of people would be about. She was
miohtened and fled to the bush where she slept during part of

night in a very heavyrain. This morning she is so stiff that
p can scarcely walk.,  Poor woman, liow much these people
eufllve to suffer ! They are full of superstition.
taliThis month we have to send our order for_the six months’
plies, and when one has to think of everything that one will
a3nt for six months, it means work.

From Miss Margret M. Melville.

CisayBa, Dec. 20th, 1897.
Dear FRIENDS, —1 suppose you are all lovking forward with
ectation to Cilristmas, but how differently situated you are
chfim us.  These people do not know when it is or why it is
thflebrated. How ignorant they are of that great gift, Christ
kus. We have becn preparing articles for the young Eeo le,
31 have been much helped by the box sent from the Guelph
Burch, so saving us considerable work at shirts and girls’
91Bkets. As there are so many little children under five years
ifige we have quite a task making dresses for them, and as we
1ifls to see them look nice, there have been some little frills and
Immings added.
1dhn Friday we closed school for a couple of weeks’ holidays,
‘0l as is usual in kindergartens we must _give each little one a
18y present. When they had sung their songs and the little
bs had played their merry games while the older ones were
ming to write, thay all remained in their seats as quiet
fmice, for we had told them not to go away, and they were
t® of wonderment at what was going to be done, While Mrs,
‘frrie explained to them what it was, I distributed to each
jeornucopia filled with salt. These we made from some
tipred paper, kindly sent by a friend. I know you expected
#to say candy, but these children much prefer salt to sugar,
181 would choose it if the two were offered. At present they
dle great salt hunger, and you at home cannot realize what
dft means. How their eyes shone and one boy exlaimed with
rs in his eyes, ‘‘ Isit really all for me?” .
Vithin the last few months we have been teaching reading
;1 writing as well as sewing and occupations. You would be
ifgch amused to see some of the station babies of a year and a
cif or two years old when we are singing or playing ; they clap
efir little hands, and in the song of *“Going to Wash’ they
b their bands together, pretending to wash them. Of course,
en we jump in playing frogs they jump too and laugh so
rtily.  We are fond of our babies and watch each act which
Jficates growth., A merry Christmas and a happy new year.
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