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A SEMI-MONTHLY PERIODICAL:
DEVOTED to the RELIGIOUS EDUCATION of the QLD AND YOUNG

PREACHING CHRIST.

BY THE REV. HENRY WARD BEECHER.
1 COR., IX, 1-2.

The New Testament teaches, in the most - pardoning aspect of Christ as God that the
Wneguivocal manner, that Christ Jesus js ! apostle so much dwelt upon and insists
Veary God, He may therefore be conguived ' upon here. For he does not declare, «1
a ‘dwelling in the majesty aud supernal | determined not to know anything mong
}:lm-y of lreaveny government Or, we yod save Jesus Christ.” He ight know
Way follow faintly in icwgination all the . him as Creator, and even as Administrator,
Younds of eregtion, and conceive of bis| e declares, “1 determined not to know

Creative acts.  For all thinzs were made by
lim, and without bim was nothing made
thay is made. Or, we may cousider his
#dministrative lite, aud reflect upon Lis

L CruUct

anything among you save Christ, and /i
ified.” 1t is a crucified Saviour, and
not merely the Saviour Christ as God, that
the apostle was determined to know. And

Yenewing, sustaining, aid cnriching the  in the chapter preceding this, he says,
Natural world. We niay eonceive of Christ |« The preachiug of the cross is to them tuat
“8uS a3 the head of 1 wovcrnment adminis- | perish, foolishness; but unto us which are
lered through natural laws, with special | saved, it is the power of God.” Not the
divine volitions and purposes which we | presontation of Christ as Ged that is often-
li providential.  Awl our conceptions | times made, but that peculiar presentation
Will Le protitable and ennobling: but they | of Christ a8 God which the cross symbo-
Will Lenefit us just in proportion a8 we are !lizes, and must for ever signify—it 15 this,
2dvanced in moral culivie, and bave bagun | that the apostle declares to be the found.i-
1o he ourselves iu some mcasure like God. | tion of his ministry. The very reliance
“Blessed are the pure in bearty for they ! which he had for sugcess was this: that he
8hul] cee G wl.” But ak! how mayy, then, t believed in such & Saviour, and was deter~
€an gee him? With 1 boliness no man | mined to draw from the consideration of
Hhall see the Lord. But the whole world | such a Saviour all those influences by which
#th in wickedness; and how shall we i he hoped to affect the renovation of men
arouse thein, inspire hop in them, and |aud of society.

ug thein, imperfect, siuful, and guilty,
W be influenced of Goit The reply is
alfead; uttered in these words: «The Lamb
9 God which tuketh away the sin of the
World,”

l_Thdse traits and attribates which lead
im to pardon sin, and to heal sinners, are
Wanifested in Clirist Jesus; and it was this

Vol 1,

This is the reason, then, why Paul so
mucl emphasized the cross, the crucifixion,
and the death of Christ. Tt was God under
material conditions, suftering unto bodily
death for sinful men, that furnished the
most stimulating and subduing influences
that can be brought to bear upon the
human soul, Therefore, in going forth, he

oo
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relied upon the itifluences that there were
in a crucified Saviour, 4bd that revolution-
jzed the human soul, and transformed the
Lie.

It is said that Christ crucified was unte
the Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the
Greeks foolishness, The Jew had a con-
ception of his Suviour, his Messiah i but it
was an intensely worldly conception, It
waus all sonsuous, all physical. It consisted
in empire; in earthly wealth; in political
paiwers in palaces, and thronws, and srinies,
and dominions. Wheh, therefore, a broken
Jesus was presented to them, humbling
Limself, and Lecoming obedient uuto death,
even the death of the cross, to be lower
tlian the Jowest, and less than the lenst, he
v.a8 indeed a stmunoling-block to the Jews.
He vas foolishness to the Greeks, That is,
“tu them there was nothing in him. There
wis 0o part of their nature that could un-
durstand the suffering of the Divine Being
for the suke of his creatures. In all their
mythology there was no record of any gods
or godlivgs that had any trait or attribute
wiich would Jexd them to suffer in bebalf
of inferior beings.

But Paul had felt the power on his own
hieart of a broken Christ.  The presentation
of such a Christ had done its work upon
bhim. He knew what it had done for him.
lie had seen, too, what influence it had
upon others.  And it was the very power
by which he hioped to change the world.

Let us consider, thet, a little, that there
is a great scale of motives which influence
men, ard which may, in their own rank
and place, bs addressed to men for the pro-
duction of right conduct, For instance,
we may attempt to dissuade men from evil
by the intrinsic hatefulness of ovil. We
may attempt to persuade meu to a course
of holinss on account of the beauty of
holiness,.  We may teach men to Jenve off
things that are wrong because they are
wrong, and to revolt from them. We may
teach men to follow that which is good
because gooduess is attractive toevery right-
minded and noble nature. These things
are true, and there is & certain amount of
infiuence in them. We may appeal to the
self-interest of nien, and teach that «godli-
ness is profitable unto all things, huving
promise of the lifs that now is, and of that
which is to comne,” There is a degree of
power in that presentation to many minds,
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These are motives that may iti sotne mes”
sure touch every faculty of the soul. Bib
in its nature the soul responds most, not t¢
those collateral motives which are draws
from the things which exist around about
s, but to that which brings upon us the
influence of God’s own personal presence:
The sense of his beiug, of his eternity, and
of the inmortality that dwells around about
bim—this is thut to which the soul responds
most. The thiugs that fufluence us moré
than any other are the conniderations thab
bting the divine hature directly into con*
tact with our own. It is true that men
are oftentimes so shut otst from these views
that they are more powerfilly influenced
by worldly eonsiderations; but the us ur®
of the mind is sach that when you csft
fairly bring to bear upon it these highef
motives, they are capable of producing 18
it greater changes than aty sordid; sectlaf
motives whatsoever,

But when divine and infinfte things aré
brought before the mind, some are mor¢
apt to stir up men tham othex, Thus®
views which impress the mind with its ow?!
weakness, and want, and imperfection, an
guilt, and dreadful danger, are very apt 10
be influential, And the ipression of thesd
things upon the mind k the result of
preaching Christ eracified ; of calling atten”
tion to the stupendoustess of the offering
that he made when he gave Limsolf for th®
world { of pointing out all the steps accom”
panyitig his missfon on earth, that wer?
afterwards deelared 10 be nevewarv on ¢
count of the sinfulness of every humd?
creature, from which sinfulness, without the
atonement, men could never have bee?
saved. It is impossible, it seoms to me “}
produce a rational and realizing sense ©
man’s sinfulness, unless you make sin 19
consiat in violations against a living perso™
When you preach 1o them that they ba®®
broken the law of God, they do not ﬂo"m
to be brought very near to the Divin®
Majesty; but when you hold up befor?
them not: only the justice of God, but 112
generosity as manifested through Qh"’}:
recounting to them the history of his #¢
fering and the story of his love, you brio§
them to a sense of their offence against ‘-b'i.
Most High, which wakes up in the soul, ¥
there is a spark of love iu it, a gcnof"“:
sorrow,  If you desire to bring to mel -
view that shall cenvict them of their sinf
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beas, you must spread before them the
sufferings and death, a8 well as the love
and everlasting beneficence, of the Lord
Jesus Christ. You may measure human
tonduct by law as much as dy(m please, and
tepresent the issues of conduct as wise or
foolish; but after all, though there is a
Certain measure of truth in this direction,
that which takes hold of men, and seizes
the soul, and fills it with enthusiasm of
®motion, is that which brings before the
Mind the character of Christ as the Saviour
of sinners,

Those views which represent God as
profoun!ly concerned for man, as attempt-
Ing to rescue him, and as willing himself
to bear the pains and penalties of sin, rather
than that we should suffer, have in their
very nature a remarkable power and ten-

ency to rouss up and atfect the whole
uman soul.

Those views which represent the attrac-
tive Jove of God, burning in his deep soul
toward sinful teings, yet in sin, and work-
Ing out endlessly in endeavours to build
them up into Leauty and holiness, are ad-
Mirably adapted to influence the minds of
Men, s

These views which represent the inti-
Mate love of Christ for his dirc’ples, and

is familiavity with them, and the spiritual
communion which is begun here to- be
Consummated hereafter, discloss the whole
€conomy of God's saving grace, As mani-
fested in Christ Jesus. They have a cou-
Stitutional, and 1 might slmost say an
&verlasting relation to the feclings, to the
®ijl, to the understanding, to every part of
the human soul.

This revelation of God in Christ is a
Power compared with which there is no
Other power. It is the wirdom of God. Tt
8 the power of God unto sulvation. There
® nothing else that has such a relation to
the wants of men, or that stands so con-
"Meeted with the changing of men's feelings,
M this presentation of God as ‘manifested
M the life and sufferings and desth and
love of ('hrist.

Therefore, when the apostle said,” «1
determined not 1o know anything amorg
you, save Jesus Christ, and an) crucified,”
M avoned his faith in the stateinent that
M tke presentation of the divine nature as
Topresente:d by Christ, there is more moral

wer upon the Leart and the conecience
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than in any other thing, and his determin-
ation to draw influences from that source
in all the work that he did.

In view of this, I remark:

1. The first requisite for preaching effeo-
tually is Christ formed in us, the hope of
%lory. We may preach much abowt Christ,

ut.no man will preach Christ except so
far a8 Christ is in him. No man can sef
forth the need of Christ that there is in
the soul, who has not felt that need in his
own soul. No man can urgently plead the
hope of salvation throngh Christ, who has
not experienced that hope in his own casa.
It i8 not enough to have a knowledge of
theology, though that is not to be despiseil.
It is not enough to know the mind of man,
though the philosophy of the human mind
is not to be despised, and is, in its place,
almost indispeusable. The secret of suc-
cess in the preaching of the Gospel is that
the preacher himsell shall have felt the
power of that Gospel. There are many
mien that by natural gifts are qualified to
stand eminent and pre-eminent above their
fellows, who, though they have a certain
kind of personal influence, exert but littla
religious influence.  And, on the other
hand, there aré many men that are com-
paratively of slender stature and small
endowments, whose life is like a rushing,
mighty wind, in regard to the influence
that they exert. The difference between
these two classes is that those belonging to
one are recipients of Chiist in their own
experience, and that Christ dwells in them
perpetunlly. The presence of Christ in
thein is the secret of their power. And
that is enough to arm a man. The poorest
man, the ‘most ignorant man, is mighty
through Ged. If his soul is waked up and
in-pired by the hope and the faith and the
love which are in Christ Jesus, he has a
power that others cannot derive from leain-
ing. from wealth, or from any other source.

It is not wmipd-power, then, nor attain-
ments, nor eloquence, nor flow of natur-l
enthusiasm, but that stiv and glow which
a genuine experience of pardon in Christ
gives, that makes a n'an an efficacious wit-
ness and teacher for the Lord Jesus Christ,
Aud I do not mean merely in the pulpit.
There is to be professional preaching; but
evory disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ is
in hix way to be a preacher. Every parent
is to be a preacher to his children. Every
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schoolmaster or schoolmistress is to be a
preacher to his or her pupils.  Every man
Is to be a preacher to those that are sub-
ordinate to him.  There is not a man that
i3 a Christian who has not a parish in
which he is bound to preach. And the
‘way to preach Christ is to have him in
Your soul, the hope of glory. And where
Christ is in the acul, where there is a pal-
pitating love of things that are holy, where
there 18 a zealous fear of offending God,
where the soul yearus and longs for Christ
Jesus, it is strange what a witching power
there is given to a man.

2. A man’s success in preaching will
depend upon the power that he has of pre-
senting Defore men Jesus Christ. I have
suid that the expericnee of Christ’s phesence
in his ewn soul was the first requisite.
T'his )'équisitc Leing possessed, he will have
most success in seleeting topics for discourses
who has power himself most effeetually to
preseut to the minds of his congregation !
the nature of God as set forth in (.‘,In'isc|
desus. There is a great deal of useful.
intellectual matter that every minister must |
give to his congregation.  There is a areat |
deal of doctiinal matter that be must in-
troduce into Lis preaching. -1 do not
inveigh against doctrive. 1t is ouly the
despotisms of doctrine that 1 would dis-
countenance.  There is much that is doc-
trinal which every minister should preach.
No one is fit to iostruct his congregation
Who canpot present with some logical co-
ierence the gieat truths of which Le speaks.
It is not wrong to teach doctrines. They
Lave their piace in preaching, though not
the chiefest place. There is also much of
fact and history and description that be
longs to the ministerial desk. The Bible
is full of material for these things, There
s & large ficld in preaching for ethical in-
struction; that is, for the special develop-
ment of dutivs in all the various relations
of life. This is to oceupy an important
place in every minister's teaching of his
congregation.  The nature of the human
mind; thew ay in which it nets s the analysis
of charactery med’s occupations; all ‘the
sinuous channels in which our thoughts
and feckings 1un—these are things that it

is projer to tahe up and explun in the
yulpit.  Men are to Le tauglit from the
puipit with reference to everything that
Jertains w tuail Weana,e,

|
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But high above all these topics; higﬁ
above propositions of truth; high abové
facts of history ; high above all descriptions’
high above all teachings of what is right
and duty—high above them ull, is th¢
fountain of influence, Christ, a Jiving perso
who gave himself a ransom for sinners
and now ever lives to make intercession for
them: You may preach every other truth
atid leave this out, and come short of the
very work of the Gospel.  Put this in, av
you have it all, as it were, in brief, AD
the power of the ministry is in the presen”
tation, nut of gieat truths, but of the truth
as it is in Chrikt Jews. In that will 14
the reasure of its real and lasting 1ufluence

8. Even when we introduce into the
pulpit ethical matters, and discnss the w 'ht'l"
field of humdn kife, the way to do it i ¥V
derive the power and authority of ethie?
from Christ Jestis 88 a crucified Saviour

i There has been a great deal of objection e

preaching ou what are tallud precepts 41¢
morals.  On the ofie side fuen have run 1€
an extreme in dottrinal preachiug, in ’lhﬂ
preaching of what are ealled the ducil"“‘:
of Christ; aud ofi the other side men hav
not duly magnified these doctrines. A"V
where there are those that go to one e"o
treme, theve will always be those that %d
to the opposite extreme. 1 you cheat t
truth on vne sidey there will Le a cheﬂ”,"ﬂ
of it on the other. Wlen one party Ly
to teach what are cailed the doctrines &
Christ aliost exclusi\'eiy, snother ]’ﬁm
springs up and teaches moral truths 0“
doctrines of lite. And on the one side ¥0°
shall hear men say, « This shallow preﬂc_m
ing about living and alout n.oals ¥y
never do, you must give wound doetrih®’
while on the otlier side you shall hear "":,,
say, “ 0, your mystical, Inetu]»h}‘sical t-‘“
trines—nobody can understand them, “.‘
nobody is profited by them: veu must gl
moral, instructive sernions, that treat “,e 1
man's daiy life, and tell Lhim Low to .
and think awd do” Aund so men
separated into two schiools. L 10
Now the fact is, every man ough

preach  doctrinal sermons, to come "
moruls; and every mun that wants to ¢
at morals should know that the best w}f}tlle
do it is through high divine truths, o e
doctrines of Christ. Loih moral and ¢ p
tinal preacking we concuui w com]”

i st uction,
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And the preat mistake which men make
{n regard to the introduction into the pul-
pit on the Sabbath-day of what are called
secular topies, is that they do not conceive
that such topics nre to be discussed iu the
light of higler truths, nud are to derive
their influence and authority from the cou-
siderations which low fromn the nature of
Christ, and bis claims upoh us. I have a
right to speak wpon agriculture heret not
us agrienirure alohe, but v the coutections
awhich it sustains to the Lord Jesus Chuiat.
Many men ave in that calitng, and it is that
(:allifzg that Is to have an influence upon
their thonzhits and teelings aud acts, that
is workitty all the time in one way or an-
other up&n their soul; and it ix my busir ess
to denw frowm it lessons for their instruction
and benefit.  Are you called w e n
wmariner ! Then there are a thowsund les-
sons that it is my busines to deaw fiom
the life of a mariner, because they touch
vou.  Ate you called to be a tadesman?
Plien there are multitudes of lessons that it
is my bu~iness to draw from the voeations
of a tradesman, because they are taking
hold of vour tasies and habits, and framing
and faxhioning something of your immor-
tality. T am bound to discuss, wore or
l@\',klmnking; not for the sake of mouey,
as a banker would discuss it, but because
it has «u influence upon the life and des-
tiny of those whom it concerns. I have 4
right to introduce into my sernous all
secular topics, us far as they stand connected
with a man’s nioral character, and Lis hopes
of immortality. If I discuss them in
secular way 1 deseerate the pulpic; bug if 1
discnss them in the spirit of Christ, aud for
Christ's sake, that I may draw men out of
their peealiar dangers, aud lead them into
a course of right living, then 1 give dizuity
aud nobility to the pulpit.

4. All reformatious of evil in society
attempted in this world, all civil anl sovind
refurmations, should spring from this vital
centre.  And here let me xay that it seems
to we to be a very dangerous thing to
proach Christ so that your preaching shall
not be a constant rebuke to all the evil in
the community.  That man who preaches
Christ doctrinally, so that no one takes
otfense, so that no one trembles so that no
one feels rebuked, is not a legitimate and
faithlul preacher of Christ.  And. on the
other baud, it is & diugavus thing for a
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man to attack evil in the hating of it ouly.
The most malignant developments in the
world are those in which men tight evils
by malignant passions, The sublime wis-
dom of thie New Testament is this: « Over-
come evil with good.” The fundamental
rule for a reformer is that ke shall not only
hate evil, but cleave to that which is good.
A man’s love of that which is good should
be mere powerful, if possible, thau his
hatred of that which is evil. For it a man
attempts 10 reform evil because he hates 1z,
he brings himself iuto one of the most
dancerous stutes of mind.  And it is de-
moralizing to a conununity to have reforms
spring from hatred of evil.  But those
reforms which spiing trom love of Christ
are regulared, tempered, restrained.  And
that man ouly is teuly 2 reformer who is a
Christian reformer.  Was Christ not a
reformer?  Did be not come to save the
world# Did he not come to save the in-
temperate, the unjust, the dishonest? And
when he lived did he not bate evil?  Did
he not abhor it?  Was he not that Goul
before wliose sight o evil could be allowed ?
And yet with what wondious pity, and
with what sweetness of Jove, did he dwell
in the midst of the-e things, so that the
piiblicans — those men  that were de-
bauched and corrupted with handling pul-
fic moucys, and Jearning every trick of
iniquity i couseqaence of it—so that the
publicans aud the sinners (for that is the
term by which those fullen creatures that
even to this day swarm our streets are
kunown in Seripture) took heart, becare
inspived with hope, and drew near to him
in sacred faith and confidence, that there
was pity for them in Lim.  And so Clurist
reformed by love as well as by hatred of
evil; and he drew men from their sin as
well as drove them from it. Aud so in ail
reformations of societv there must be the
elemont of Christ.  No reformatious will
be wholesome unless they have a vitai
connection with the Lord Jesus Christ.
You never can have an effectual temperance
reformation, so long ax it stands werely in
its economic aspects, Unless you can make
it a religions movemeunt, it will be of lirtle
account.  And the peculiar power of M.
fongh as A temperanee lecturer, is owing
to the tact that he treais the cause of tem-
perance religiously, A3 you are aware, he
I8 aiways accdaivined W wase the induence
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of his appeal to depend upon men’s religi-
ous nature. And those refermations that
adhere to religion will be wholesome and
lasting, while those that leave religion out
will pot.

5. Hence all philanthropies are partial
and imperfect that do not grow up out of
this same root. As hatred of evil is dap-
gerous that is not anticipated by the love
of Christ; go philanthropy or the attempt
to organize positive good in human life, is
wanting, that does not spring from the
same organizing eentre, and that is not
inspired by the same influence. But when
it springs from this centre, and s inspired
by this influence, it becomes, pot a mere
sentimentalism, but a vivid and veritable
power in human society. There are ne
philanthropists, it seems to me, but these
that take in man i his whole nature; that
laok upon him as a creature of God's just
government, as a ¢reature of imnortality,
as a creature of rewands and penalties; and
that attempt to build up in him that whieh
is good, according to the largest pattern of
spiritual truth.

8. All public questions of justice, of
liberty, of equity, of puiity, of ttelligeuce,
should be vitalized by the whole force
which is in Christ Jesus, There are.other
motives that may press these forward a
certain way, but there is nothing that has
such coutrolling power as the relation of
Christ to such questions. When, there
fore, in such a time as this, we are crowd-
ing along great subjecta; or rather, when
they are crowding us along, and we are
being swept ia the current of greut national
agitations, let us remember that there is
but one way in which we can deal with all
such subjects, and be deep, and at the s:img
timne certain and safe-—namely, by making

every one of them religious subijects, Chris-
1ot ) )

tian subjects, and subjects vitailzed by
divect countact with the beart of the Lord
Josus Christ.  When we bring secular
mattera iuto this relation there 13 whole-
someness introduced iato them, as weil as
into us in tho management of them.

Aund now, my dear Christian friends, is
wot this in sccordance with the repeated
teaching of the whole New Testument
Sciiptures, that everythirg which belongs
to huwan life must, in some way, be con-
nected with this redemptive ceutre of Lfe,
Christ Jesus{

“Becsuse we thus judge, that if one died
for all, then were all dead : and that he died
for all, that they which live should not
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto
bim whiech died for them, aud rose again.”
“Whether we live, we live unto theﬂ%ord;
and whether we die, we die unto the Lord :
whether we live, therefore, or die, we are
the Lord's” “Whether ye eat or drink,
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God.”

There is to be this vitalizing clement in
our whole life. In our personal character,
n our enthusiasms, in our imaginations, in
our enjoyments, in all the amenities of
social life, there is to be the presence of
this divine love in the Lord Jesus Christ,
In all that we attempt to do to abate evil;
in all that we attempt to do to establish
good; in enr sympathy and concurrenes
with the great movements of the age in
which we live, we are mot to stand asida
from religion. It is to enter into our plans,
and we are 1o enter into it with faith and
hope aud trust. The very power by which
we are to do good in this world is Jesus
Christ, the Saviour of men, the Lover of
the soul.

If there be those, then, that are ambiti-
ous, and that have felt with reference to
themeelves substantialiy as the mother did
respecting her two sons, of whom she said,
* Lord, grant that they may sit, the one on
thy right hand, and the other on the left,
in thy kingdom;” if there ave any that have
teen desirous of baving intluence, I would
say to them, « Beware of the upswelling of
natural pride; beware of the actien of
vanity ; remember that the road to powet
8 not the road to self-clevation and sclf-
aggrandizement, but the road to humilia-
tion. You are to come to power by the
abasement of yourself; by putting on the
Lord Jesus Christ; by baving your Jife bil
with Christ in God; by learuiug (o look at
all things in the hght of eterwity, Littie
by little ag you becae connected with God,
you are to derive power, and come to
coronation. But those that go hither aml
thither, seeking a great name, and place,
and influence, secking to do great thing?,
and seeking their own good, and not an-
other's, and still less God'’s glory—all thoso
must needs eoe short of the higlest
power.  The burying of self; the enthron-
tug of Jesus; the liviug, not fur the visible

i
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and’ transient, but for the invisible and
eterual; the might of God manifest in
Christ, and made known to us through
our own experience——that is the secret of
power; and it is the secret of power, not
alone in the individual, but in the ministry,
and in the church, and in communities,
and in the world. Whether we know it
or not, God, blessed be his name, is over
ruling our ignorance, and guiding our very
mistukes. He is pressing forward this
wondorful power to its cousummnation.
The day lingers, but shall not linger for
ever, when be shall take to himeclf his
great power, and come and reigu ia myriads
of darkened hearts; in churches that now
are Christian only in name; iu institutions
that, though they were established under
the benign influences of Christianity, re-
present it not; in counsels; und in camnps.
And then the whole earth shail see the

salvation of our God. Even so, Lord,
come quickly.

Aund uow, praying, weeping, pleading
Christians that seein to have but a small
#phere, remember that every singls Chris-
tian experience that you have, every single
vital and God-inspirel Christian experience
that is wrought out in you, no matter when
or where, beconies a part of the riches of
Gol in the worll. Mouney is money, and
though locked up in the decpest and dark-
est vault, every coin is one more coin of
the worll's wealth. Now the heart is
Goud’s mint, and every single ovolution of
true Christian feeling is an addition to the

rentuess of God's power in this world.

o not think that you must be in some
public position. Where you are called, as
you are in your circumstances fulfil the
will of Christ Jesus. Lot the miud that
was in Christ be more and more completely
in you. Let the spirit of Christ dwell in
you richly in all things, .And thus you
shall be preachers of Christ, and faithtul
Witiesses; and ere long you shall hear that
voice, then sweeter than all conceivable
Music, saying, “ Well Jdone, good aad faith-
fal servants, enter into tue joy of your
Lord.?

m
The Precious Promises of Jesus.

BY THE REV. JANES SMITH, CHELTENHAM.

¢ I will give unto-him that is athirst of
the fountain of the water of life freely.”—
Rev. xxi. 0.

There is always a majesty in what Jesus
says. He still speaks a8 one having au-
thority. He spouks as conscious of his
own dignity and glory. He promises as
one who has a right to do so0, a3 one who
promises to give his own. e says, « [
| will give;” aud what he gives is always
worth receiving. He gives as one who
knows our wants, and his own resources.—
What so suitable to the thirsty as water?
{To those who are dying for thirst, as living,
ot life-giving water! Reader, are you a
thirty soul? if s0, Jesus speaks to you.—
The promise is made expresly for you.
Do you thirst for pardon? or peacef or
lholiness? or the Holy Spirit? The pro-
mise of Jesus includes the whole. But if
you would have these blessings, you must
1o to Jexus for them and expect to receive
them from Lim, as a free gift. He will not
barter with you, taking your promises, or
efforts, or feelings, and giviug you thess
good things in return.  No, he will give,
and give freely. His terms are, “No
MoNkY—NoO PRICE.” Out of the love of
his own heart he gives. 'To gratify the
benevolence of his own nature he bestows.
Come then to Jesus as guilty, and he will
pardon you, Come as troubled, and he
will give you pea . Come as sinful and
polluted, and he will give you holiness.—
Come as weak and feeble, as ignorant and
out of the way, as miserable and unhappy,
and he will give you the Holy Spint.—
Juat as you are, come to Jesus: and coms
to Jesus for all you need. Come at once.
Come as often as you will. Come direct
to the Saviour, remind him of his own
word, tell him that he has said that he will
give unto him that is athirst of the foun-
tain of the water of life freely. Tell him
you are thirsty, that you coine on purpose
to receive, to prove the truth of his word,
aud that you will be very much disappoint-
ed if not supplied. Go to him in this way,
und success is cortain.

P.e:ious Lord Jesus, a poor thirsty sin-
ner 18 before thee; I com: thai, according
to thy promise, I may drink and be satis-

*
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fied—drink and bless thy name.  Give me |

a sweet sense of the pardon of all my rins, |
and give it me now. Give me the enjoy-
ment of thine own peace, even the peace
that passeth all understanding, Give me
lioliness of heart and life, for I long to be
like thee, and to live to thee, and for thee,
on the earth, Give me the Holy Spirit,
even as thou didst to the woman of
Samaria: ¢ He that drinketh of the water
that I shall give him, shall never thirst;
Lut the water that I shall give him shall
Le in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life” O Jesus, how Ilong
to enjoy the spirit of adoption in all grace
and power, and as thow alone canst give
me that blessing, I come to thee for it;
send me unat away without it; but breathe, |
oh breathe upon me, ansd say, © Recsive
the Holy Ghost!” My soul, I charge thee |
to come daily, yea hourly, to Jesus, awd |
plead with him for the living water he has
promised, until thou shalt he Bke a water-
cd garden, and like a spring of water,
whose watars fail not.

“ It is erpedient for yom that I go
away:: for if I go not eway, the Com-
FORTER will nok come unswo you; but if F
depart, I will send him wnto. you."-—John
xvi. 7.

The thoughts of Jesus are always full of
his people; that at every opportunity he
may do them good, Nor does he only
desire their welfare, but their bappiness
also. He had beeb the Comforter of his
people, but he must legve them, that he
may go wnto his Father, and intercede for
them. Before he lezves them, he promises
to send them another Comferter, even the
Holy Spirit, who should abide with them
for ever., That Comforter he hassent, and
that Comforter is in the Chyroh, not only.
in the Chareh, but also in every believer.
Now he daiiy teaches us our-nee:l of Jesus,
tstifies of his love to uy, aud ability to
gave us, and leads us to Him for all we
nsed.  The presence and work of the
Comforter always lays us in the dust, aud
places Christ on the throne. The more
we have of the presence and power of the
Spirit, the more we shall know of self:
abasement and humiliation of soul, and the
more wa shal! know of Jusns, in the effica-
¢y of his bload, the glory of his rizhteous-
ness, and the perfection of his salvation.

The Holy Spirit comforts us by taking
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the eye off self and fixing it on Christ;
by leading us out of self to live upon
Christ; and by teaching us to renounce
self, and make Jesus all in all. On all
the teaching of the Holy Spirit you may

| see legibly written, « Not self, but Christ,

Not the creature, but the Saviowr. Men

nothing, Christ all in ali.” ,

O Jesus, I bless thee far the promise of
the Comforter, and for all that the Com-
forter hath totight me.  Neverhad T known
my state by natere, never had I flt my
need of thee, never had T tasted the sweet-
mess of thy love, or proved the efficacy of
thy precious bleod, if thou hadst not sent
the Comforter. As thou hast wmught
salvation for me, so the Holy Spirit bas
wrourbt salvation n me. Thou art my
Saviour, and the Holy Spirit is my Sancul-
fier.  Thy blood and cbedicree have pro-
cured me a title to heaven, and the loly
Spirit will qualify and prepare me for its
enjoyment.  Blessad Jesus how much ¥
owe thee! How deeply 1 am indebted to
thee! DBut for thy sovereign grace where

: or what should I have been!

Holy Spirit, dwell in me as in thy tem-
ple, and fill me with thy life, light, power,
awl love! Sweetly rule and contro} all my
mental powers, set me apar: for Jesus, con-
form e to the likeness of Jesus, and de-
vote me wholly to the glory of Jesus,
Bear thy witness with my spirit that 1 be-
Iong to Jesus, seal me unto the day of re-
demption, and be in me the earncst of the
inheriiance, Teacl me to pray, say Abba
in my heart, and evermore help my infir-
mities. Shed abroad in me the love of the.
Futher, sprinkle me with the blood of
the Son, and indulge me with sweet com-
wmunion with thyself.  Oh sanctify me
wholly, that I may not grieve thee, but
mway I daily vealize that thou hast sealed
me unto the day of relanption. O
Swiour, I blgss thy holy nune, for having
gent the Comforter, and especially  for
having sent him into my heart!

« Whatsosver ye shall ask inmy name,
thaé will 1 do; that the Futher may be
ylorified in the Son.*~=Joha xiv. 13,

Precious promise of 8 wore precious
Suviour!  Jesus knew that the Father had
given all things inte hiv liagds, and out of
his tender love to, his disciples, he removes
from themn all grownd of fear, and all cause
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for care. He says to his beloved ones, «I
have all things in my posscssion, and at
my disposal. For all you want, come
unto me. From all you fear, flee unto
me. Ishall be always near you, always
« attentive to you; and I give you my word
that I will never fail you nor forsake you
1 authorize you to come tome whenever you
wil}, and for all you desire. Fear not that
you can come too often, or that yol can ask
for too much, Make use of my tame when-
ever you goto my Father; plead my love to
you, plead what I have done for you; and
Pplead, expecting that you shall receive.-=
Whatever you want, I'can do. Whatever
ou ask, I will do. I only place one limit,
and that limit flows from my love. I
cannot give you anything that will injure
you, or anything that would lead you to
dishonour my Father. Within this limit,
ask what you will, and it shall be done
unto you. But ask with confidence, for I
will make good my word. T will gratify
all the best desires of your heart. The
more contidence you have in me the better.
The more fervently you pléad the better.—
Never look upon wy delays as denials, for
I will*'withhold from you no good thing.
It is my pleasure that you should be well
suppliel. I will rejoice over you to do
you good. I will make all my goodness
pass before you. I will mever turn away
from you.” .
Blessed Jesus, and may I come to thee
when I will, and for all I want? Hast
thou put a blank cheque into my hand,
~signed with thy name, that I may fill it up
and present it unto thy Father? May I
ask what I will, assared that thou wilt
give me? Oh glorious privilege! Will
giving glorify thy Father, even giving to

one like me, when I go to him pleading]
thy namef What a sweet thought, that]

God's glory insures any supplies; for
will not only give me what I ask in the
name 'of Jesus, but he will do so that he
may be glorified in his Son. Here Jesus
not only opens his own héart unto us, but
the heart of his Father also; and tells us
how we may do Lonour to his Father, even
by coming to him, asking great things of
him, and expeeting great things from him.
My soul, look at this precious promise;
consider it well; exercise faith in it; and
theu plead it with thy God. Go to the
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what his beloved Son has said, and put
his truth and faitbfulness to the test. %«a—
member that Jesus has said, * Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words
shall not pass away.” The promise, then,
cannot be brokéd. The word of Jesus
cannot fail. It still lies before him, and he
waits to make it good. Therefore, as if to
make assurance doubly sure, he adds, “ I#
YE SHALL ASK ANYTHING IN MY NaxMg, [

WILL DO IT.”

LIFE! LIFE! ONLY LIFE!

This was the almost dying exclamation
of a voluptuous novelist. He died by piece-
meal, dictating his wild stories to the last.
Strange storice they were, indeed, for a
dying man to write. The ¢losing scene
was striking and instructive.  His feet and
hands, his legs and arms, had for montls
become perfettly paralysed and motioniess.
At length he lost all sensation, though his
fancy retained its power. Feeling no more
pain, he said to his pliysician (thinking Le
was about to recover), “I feel no mors
pain—it wiil soon be over.” ¢ Yes,” sail
the medical mun, giving another and more
impressively solemu meaning to Lis words,
#it will soon be over.” When wade fully
aware that he was dying, he called his
wite to his bedside, and begging ber tofold
his motionless hands together, said, lifting
his dying eyes to heaven, *“ We must then
think of God also!” Sbortly after, the
expiring flame of life glared upagain with-
in himn—and fancying e might still post-
pone intrusive thoughts of God awd
eternity, be said, ¥ I sLall lie well enough
in the evening to go on with the tale
have been inditing.” He asked for tho
reading of the last seutence—and just 8
it was finished, expired. Thus passed 10

{its solemm accouut a human soul rich

gifted, but utterly faithless to the higa
trusts of its stewarJship. )

« We matst then think of Ged alsel”

Ah! we must, indeed. A man may
five in ignoravce of this solemn and
momentous truth, but not so will he din
During all bis life, not one hour or moment
may be given to this first and chief of all
coucerns, but at last he will lift his dying
eyes 10 Lieaven, and confess God, and im-
plore mercy. A great discovery did the

Fatler of Jesus as thy Father; tell him {dying novelist muke, but it came too lute
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to avail him aught, Now, when the voice
of passion was bushed—when renson as-
cended her tribuna!, and the creature snd
the world retired from his thoughts, he
was constrained to think of God, the high
- and boly and mighty One whom he had
neglected.  Oh, it was a sad place to find
out, for the first time, that we must think
of God also!

And yet multitudes never find it out till
they are stretched on a dying bed. They
vever think, seriously and rationally, on
the claims of God, on their lost estate and
need of pardoning mercy, till the slighted
and terrible One crowds himself upon'their
notice in the hour of their departure from
this life—meets them, in frowns, as the
God of retribution, as they cross the
threshold of eternity. To think of God
in such a moment, not as a father and
friend and Saviour, but as an angry judge,
an implacable enemy, un eternally forfeit-
e good, must be a bitter and overwhelm-
ng experisnce,

Yes, every man must think of God
sooner or later. The sinver may crowd
him out of his life, but God will make a
flace to himself in the scene of death/—

n that awful hour he will stand out before
bis mind in the light and impressiveness
of a near and full revelation; he must see
Lim in the reality aud truthfulness of his
beirg, and in all his dread attributes, and
think of him as the once patient and long
sutfering God, but hencoforth the unpity-
ing and almighty avenger of guilt; he will
think of him in Aell for ever, and the
thought will burn like fire in his soul, and
be his everlasting shane and torment.

Reader, had you not better think of

God now, and at once be reconciled to
him, through Jesus Christ.

THE EFFECT OF PARDON,

In the garrison town of Woolwich, a few
‘years ago, a soldier was about to be brought
before the commandiug officer of his regiment,
for some misdemeanour. 'The officer entering
the soldier’s name said, “ Here i8 - again,
what can we do with him, he has gone throngh
almost every ordeal ?” ‘The sergeant-mujor,
M. B, opologized for intruding, and said,
“There is one thing which has never been
doue with him yet, sir.” «What is that, eer-
geant-major 77 “ Well, sir, he has never yet
been forgiven” * Forciven!" said the
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colonel; “Here §s his case entered.” “Yes,
but the man is not hefore you, and you can
cancel it.” After the colonel had reflected
for & few minutes, he ordered the man to be
brought in, when he asked what he had to say
relative to the charges brought against him.
“ Nothing, sir,” was the reply, “only that X
am sorry for what I bave done.” After making
some suitable remarks, the colonel said, “ Well,
we have resolved to forgive yon.” The goldier
was strack with astonishment, the tears started
from his eyes~he wept. The colonel, with
the adjutaut, and others present, felt deeply,
when they saw the mun so humbled. The
soldier thanked the colonel for his kindness,
and retired. The narrator bad the soldier
under his notice for two years and a half after
this, and never during that time was there a
charge brought against him, or fault found
with him. Mercy triumphed ! Kindness con-
quered ! The man was wou !

"T'his is just the method God adopts with us
in the everlasting gospel. We are guilty.
The charges are brought against us. The case
is entered. But the Lord delighteth in mercy.
He seeks to meit us by his love. He is ready
to forgive: He sends to us, saying, “ Ouly ack-
nuwledge thine iniquities.” And then offers
us a pardon—a pardon which cost Him the
life of his only begutten Son. A pardon, not
of one sin, but of all our sins. A perdon that
will bring peace to the counscience on earth,
aud entitle us to eternal rest in heaven. The
soldier, in the case before us, gladly accepted
the pardon, was melted down by the kinduess
of his colonel, and wept as a child would weep.
But sinners too often hear of God’s forgiving
love without emotion, and instead of humbly
confessing their gins, and gladly embracing
the pardon offered, they treat it with neglect
or contempt. 'What can be the reason of this ?
The reason is, they do not realize their crimi-
nality, or the danger to which they are exposed
—~they do not believe in an eternul hell as the
punishment which their sins deserve, and there-
fore they treat the gospe! as if it were a fable,
or a subject of no importance. .

Reuder, have you felt that you are guili
before God ? Guilty of breaking his luw, whic
is holy, just and good. Guilty, not of break-
ing the law once, but ten thousand times—not
fin one form but in a multitude of ways—e0
that if God were to punish you according to
your desert, he must acntence you to hell for
ever, Have you understood the gospel, which
tells you that God is loath to punish you, that
he has no pleasure in the death of a sinver; to
prove which, he spared not his Son, but de-
livered him up, the just for the unjust; to bear
our sing, to atoue for our guilt; that so God

may be just, and yet pardon and justify every
sinner that believes on Him? Do you 200
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that God offers to pardon you, invites you to
come to his throne of grace, that you may
obtain mercy—~—and has long been, and is now,
waiting to_be jous wnto you. What
would you have said if the soldier referred to
had insulted his colomel, when he told him,
that he had made up his mind to forgive him;
and had told him he did not want his pardon,
w—=but that he was a most hardened and un-
grateful wretch ? Yet if you refuse, or neglect,
to humble yourself before God, and ask for
the pardon mised in his word, you are act-
jug just such a part befete God. O, the folly,
the consummate folly of the man, who trifles
with eternal punishment—~ who rejects the
Saviour of sinnerss-who refases to come to
God by Him, that He may be pardoned, sanc-
tified, and saved .

Grace teaches good works. The pardoned
soldier became a changed mau—mercy did
what punishment covid not, for it thoroughly
reformed him. So, if we believe the love that
God has to us, ¥ we receive the message of
liis mercy, the promise of his grace, and come
to him for pardon and obtain it; we shall find
that the grace of Ged, that bringeth salvation
tb us, will teach as to deny ungodliness and
worldly lasts, and ‘Yo live soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present evil world. Neothing
goftens the heart like kimdness, and therefore
in the gospel, the kinduess of God our Saviowur,
is set before us. Nothing inspires the soul
with gratitade like ‘love, nor will anything
make us desire so to walk as to please God
like gratitude; and therefore the guspel minis-
ter cries, “ Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us, and gave his Son
tu be the propitiation for our sins!” If the
gtace that prescnts a frée, fall, and everlasting
pardon of all sin, will not mel¢ our hard hearts,
and reform our viciows lives, nothing will
The law with its rigid requircments and terrible
threatenings, only hurdens the sinner's heart,
and renders him obdurate and sullen; but the
gospel with its sweet invitations, gracious pro-
vision, and glorions promises, melts, humbles,
and re-models every heart that believes and
receives it, and as it melts, hnmbles and re-
models the heart, it consequently reforms,
regulutes, and consecrates the life to God's
glory and praise. Once more, reader, that
gospel speaks to you. Once more, the God
of all grace addresses you. After living so
long in sin, after hardeniug yourself against
him so often, after treating him with such
Criiminal contempt, he saysy, “ Come now, and
let ux reason together: though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.’
That is, they shall be blotted out, they shall
be all forgiven, aud you shall be white as tho

driven snow, and clean as the well-washed

715

wool. And even if my reader be a desperate
sinner, one of the foulest transgressors, one of
the basest of Adam's race; yea, if you are the
vilest that ever breathed God's air, or blas
¥hemed God’s holy name, or in‘jured your
ellow-men, if you deserve the lowest and
hottest hell, yet to you, to you at this moment,
to you after all that you have done, God
speaks, not in a voice of thunder=—speaks not
in wrath, but in mercy—speaks, as if he were
not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance=-and what,
think you, are his words? “Wonder, O
heavens! Be astonished, O earth!” God,
the infinitely holy! God, the inflexibly righ-
teous! God says te the vilest out of hell,
“Seek ye the Lord while he muy be fouud,
call ye upon him while he is near; let the
wicked,” the desperately wicked, “forsake his
way, and the unrighteous man bis thoughts;”
the man of no character, the mest deptaved,
“and let him return uuto the Lord, and He
will have mercy,” yea, he will have merey, for
he delights to do so, He will have mercy upon
him; “and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon.”" Abundaotly purdon! Yes, he wiil
pardon like & God. Pardou all sin, pardon
all sin completely. Pardon with bis whole
heart, and with his whole soul. Pardon so as
to cover in, 8o as to aunihilate the charge of
gin, go as to free from all the penal conse-
quences of sin, and from the consequences of
sin for ever. He will forgive all, not only
forgive but forget. Hear his own precious
words, “I will be mercifal to their unrighteous-
vess, and their cins, and their iniguities wiil I
remember no more.” O, blessed assurance,
that God will not only blot our sins out of his
book, but out of his memory, so that they
shall be remembered agaiust us no more for
ever.

PNy N ———

PRAY AND WORK.

A lazy child, who never knew his lessons, one
day asked & studious child, who knew them per-
feetly, how he wus able to be always so well pre-
pared.

The busy child, who did not trust in his own
strength to keep from evil, replied:—“I pray to
God to enable me to be diligentani to learn well,”

«Oh, very well," said the lazy boy, “I will pray
also.”

The following day his lessons were no better
learned than usual He said to his companion:—
“« Why am I not as well prepared as you, since ]
said the same prayer?” .

“Did you study as well as pray?” replied the
other.

«No,” said the lazy boy.

“Then you could not know your lesson,” replied
his busy companion. “It i necessary Loth te
pray and to work.” ‘Work aund prayer must ever

, 80 hand in hand."—{The Dial.
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THE FIRST AND TKE LAST,

‘Jesus, Sun and Shield art Thou;
Sun and Shield for ever!
Never canst Thou cease to shine,
Cease to guard us never.
Cheer our steps as on we go,
Come between us and the foe,

Jesus, Bread and Wine art Thoun,
‘Wine and Bread for ever!

Never canst Thou cease to feed
Or refresh u¢ never,

Feed we still on bread divine,

Drink we still this heavenly wine!

Jesus, Love and Life art Theu,
Life ond Love for ever!

Ne'er to gquicken shalt Thon cease,
Or to Love us never.

All of life and love we need

Isin Thee, in Thee indeed,

Jesws, Peace and Joy art Thom,
Joy and Peace for ever!

Joy that fades not, changes not,
Peace that leaves us never.

Jdoy and peace we have in Thee,

Now and through eternity.

Jesns, Song and Strength ars Thon,
Strength and Song for ever!

Strength that never can decay,
Song that ceaseth never.

8till to ux this strength and song

Through eternal days prolong.

The Daily Prayer-Meeting. -

A MARK IN

EARKEST.

A young man, who was evidently in
great spiritual troulde, went up to the upper
lecture room, and wrote, in a handsome
hand, a request for praver. The writer
was sitting at the same table. He pushed
forward the written note, seeming desirous
that it should be read. He was about
tairty years of age. He signed his full
1ime to the note, which contained a con-
fssion that e was a great sinner, and an
earnest request that he might be made the
subjeet of prayer. We entered into con-
versation,

“You say in your note that you are a
great sinner.  What do you mean by that ”
we enquired. .

“The words do not mean all I feel,” said
the man, looking very downeast and sad.

“What more would you have them
mean §”
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“ A great deal more.
sinner, sir.”

« Have you heen an intemperate man "

“ Never, sir, with all my other sins I
never gave myself up to drinking. I have
always been a sober man.”

He had the air of great intelligence and
respectabiiity.

“ You have been well educated.”

“Have had a good common eduecation,”
he replied.

“Had you pious parents?”  He dropped
his head in a moment.

“Both pious; but they are dead; can’t
pray for me any more; gave my mother
a great.deal of trouble—poor dead mother,”
and he burst into sobbing like a child.

“ What livelihood have you followed ¥

“T have followed the sea.”

“ A common sailor, or an rfficer#”

“ A common sailor; never aspired to be
anything more than a first-rate seaman,”
Le again answered,

He made greatefforts to restrin bis tears.

“ What aroused your attention to the
concern and anxiety you are in 2’

« 1 supposs it was thinking.”

“ What made you think &~ After mueh
hesitation he said—

¢ Perhaps it was the good Spirit.”

“Did your parents pray much for you ?”

He was again greatly moved, as he spoke
with great difficulty, « Oh! yes, very much
—especially my mother.”

“Did you ever think your mother’s
prayers would be answered ¢’

“I am afraid they will not be.”

“Why not?”

“Because, I am so great a sinner. Ido
not hope it—dare not.”

“ Did you ever read or hear about great
sinners being saved ¥’

“I bave read of them.” ‘.

“ Very great sinners ¥’

“1 think I have.”

“Baved by Christ”

“Yes”

“ As great sinners as you are {”

“1 should think so,” he replied, look-
ing up earnestly and wenderingly at the
course of inquiries.

“ Now, says Mr. H.,” ealling him by the
name he had appended to the note, “do you
believe that Jesus Christ can seve you?!”

He fixed his large blue eyes on the writer
with the most intense gaze, until they .

I am a very great
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overflowed with tears, and his chin quiver-
ed as he answered with great solemnity— |
“No! no!” adding force to his answer by
shaking his head.

“He says he can,” we rejoined.

“ How is that?” he quickly mquired,

«He says he can ‘ save to the uttermost,’
and that must incJude you.”

« Can vou believe what Jesus says?”

«T cannot disbelieve Him,” !

«He ssys, “Him that cometh unto me, {
I will in no wise cast out’ We repaated |
other invitztions and promises, and assured
him that the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanseth from all sin.”

An elder of a church was present also,
and repeated ¢many great and precious
promi=es,” and closing the doors, we knelt
in prayer—wa three. At the close of our
prayer, he still remained kneeling, which
perceiving, we said to him, “ Will you
pray for yourself?”

After a few minutes hesitation, he Lurst
forth with the prayer—¢ Oh! Lord Jesns!
here I am a poor sinner; if you can do
anythiug for such a wretch as me, I want
you to do it.”

He could say no more, and we arose from
oungkneds.

Afterward in the prayer-mesting he rose
and stated his case, and called attention to
his request. He said he had made up his
mind to seek salvation from God through
faith in Jesus Christ until“he obtained it.

We met him the next day at the prayer-
meeting; his countenance greatly changed
yet wearing & peculiar sad expression. In-
quiring of him how he felt, he said,
“ Something better.  This is all very
strange,” he continued, “I Have been sick
and longed for death many a time, and did
not care what became of me.  But it seems
I was not to die till my poor mothet’s
prayers coulll be answered. I feel now as
if they would be. Ohl that I could tell
her how I feel”

“Peil Jesus just how you feel and just
what you desire,” we replied.

«]1 have told him,” he answered, «1
have made a clean breast of it—you may
believe that. I told him that none but he
could save such a sinner as I am. I never
knew I was so wicked.” :

He afterward, on another occasion, arose
In the prayer-meeting, and said he was just
beginning to hope a little iz the mercy of
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God through Jesus Christ. He said he
had always considered that he was quite a
moral man, but he bad found out that he
had been a very wicked man, a great sin-
ner. Bat oh! said he, the big tears falling
fast, I begin to hope a little that my mother’s
God is smy God. Here his voice hecame
inaudable, and would not obey his bidding,
though he mada strenuous etforts to speak.

Ou a subssquent occasion, be said, «I
hope I am a Christian, but you don’t know
how ny sins plague me.”

“ Look to Jesus,” we replied, “Look to
Jesus and be saved—not in your sins but
from vour sins.”

“Oh! yes,” he answered, © Only Jesus
can do me any good.”—XN. Y. Observer,

THE WRONG SIGNAL.

“What has happened?" said Mr. Hamilton to
his son, who entered the room in haste and with
the air of one who had some interesting news to
communicate,

“A freight-train has run off the track and killed
a man,” said J oseph.

“How did that happen?” said Mr. H.

“The watchman gave the wrong signal. The
engineer said that if he had given the right
signal, the accident would not have occurred.”

Making a wrong signal costs a man his life.—
There is another sense in which wrong signals
sometimes occasion the loss of life—of life spiri-
taal. The preacher who fails to declare the way
of salvation as it is laid down in God’s Word, who
feaches that all men shall be saved, or who teaches
that men may secure their salvation hy their own
works, gives the wrong signal. In consequence,
men take the wrong track, and go on to perdition.

The private Christian, whase repatable standinzg
in the church and in society gives influence to
his example, pursues a course of conduct ntterly
inconsistent with the injunction, “Be not con-
formed to this world.” The young Christian is
led to practice a similar course; by degrees ho
loses his spirituality, and becomes one of theee
who have a name to live, hut are deal. The
holding out of the wrongignal led to the disaster,

A professing Christian exposes  himself to
temptation. He has power to resist the tempta-
tion, and escapes unharwed. One of less power
is led to follow his example, and fills into sin.—
To him his predecessor had given the sigual that
there was no danger there. He gave the wrong
signal.

We are constantly giving siznals to our fellow-
men—signzals which will direct their course in
their journey to eternity. How careful should we

be at all times to avoid giving the wroug signui!
—Examiner, .
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RECEIVING SINNERS.

«This man receiveth sinners."—LuxE xv. 2,

The ironical taunt of proud and censori-
ous Pharisees formed the glory of him who
came “not to call therighteous, but sinvers,
to repentance.”” Publicans and outcasts;
those covered with a deeper than any bodily
Jeprosy—laid bare their wounds to the
¢ Great Physician;” and as conacious guilt
and timid penitence crept abashed and im-
ploring to Lis foet, they found nothing but
a forgiving and a gracious welcome!

“ His ways” were not as “ man’s ways!”
The watchmen,” in the Canticles, “smote”
the disconsolate one secking her lost Lord;
they tore off her veil, mocking with chilling
unkindness her anguished tears  Not ro
¢ the Chief Shepherd and Bishop of souls.”
¢ This man receiveth sinners!” See at
Nicodemus, stealing under the shadows of
night to elude observation—type of the
thousand thousand who in evry age have
gone trembling in their night of sin and
sorrow to this Heavenly Friend! Does
Jesus punish hia timidity shut His door
against him, spurning him from his presence !
— He will not break the bruised reed,
He will not quench the smoking flax I”

And he is stiil the same! He who ar-
rested A persecutor in his blasphemies, and
tuned the lips of an expiring felon with
faith anrd love, is at this hour standing with
all the garnered treasures of Redemption
in his hand, proclaiming, “ Him that cometh
unto Me, I will in no wise cast out?”

- Are wefrom thix to think lightly of sin?
or by example and condust to pailiate and
overlook its enormitv§ Not so: rin,
sin cau pever be sufficiently stamped with
the brand of reprobution. But we must
carefully distinguish between the offence
and the offender.  Nothine should be done
on our part by word or deed to mock the
penitential sighiugs of a guilty spirit, or
send the trembling outcast away, with the
despairing feeling of ** Nu hope.” * This
man receiveth sinners,” and shall not we?
Does He suffer the veriest dregs of human
depravity to crouch unlilden at His feet,
and to gaze on His forgiving countenance
with the uplifted eye of hops, and snall we
dare to deal out harsh, aud xevere, and
crushing verdicts on an offending (ir may
be a deeply offending) brother? Shall we
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pronounce “ crimson” and ¢ scarlet” sind
and sinners beyoud the pale of mercy,
when Jesus does not! Nay, rather, when
wretchedness, and depravity. and backslid
ing cross our path, let it not be with the
bitter taunt or the ironical retort that we
bid them away. Let us bear,—endure,—
remonstrate,—deal tenderly. Jesus did o,
Jesus does so! Ahlif we had within us His
unconquerable love of souls; His yearning
desire for the everlasting happiness of sin-
ners, we should be more frequently in earn-
est expostulation and affectionate appeal
with those who have hitherto got no other
than harsh thoughts and repulsive words,
If this “mind” really were 1n us, “which
was also in Him,” we should more freqent-
ly ask ourselves, « Have I done ali I might
have done to pluck this brand from the
burning? Have I remembered what grace
has wronght, what grace can do?”

“ Brethren, if any of you do err from

! the truth, and one comvert him; ot him

know, that he which couverteth the sinner
from the error of his way sball eave a soul
from death, and shall hide a multitude of
sins !” ’

“ ARM YOURSELVES LIKEWISK WITH THB
BAME MIND.” .

MIND YOUR BUSINESS.

There is no bgtter rule for & trader, or
in fact for any person, whether male or
female, than to mind their own business.—
Success almost always attends absorption in
the pursuit to which we have devoted our
lives. 'That ill success which accompanies
the vast majority of mankind and keeps
them poor through life, is not attributable
to “bad Juck,” as most of them will have
it. It arises simply from the fact that they
do not mind their own business. What
then does the maxim * mind your business”
involve? It means, first, that a love for
the avocation which we are engaged in
should be cultivated until our profession or
avocation takes precedenes in our own miuds
w everything ele.  Tho man who endes-

t vours to follow & puisnit for wh'ch he has

uo taste canmot expect to sueceed in these
dave of sharp competition, Those who
have natural tastes and proclivities for their
callings will be sure to distance him. It is
not enough that Iabour is not distasteful.
{t-must be pleasurable in order to secure
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success.  So in just the proportion that a
man’s business is attractive will the man be
enclined to devote his time to it, and when
finally habit shall have turned work into
amusement, he will have the neceseary likin,
for it to make it profitable. »

In one sense, people are unsuccessful
through bad luck, but not the bad luck
they talk about. Their bad luck is that
they have not interest enough in their busi-
néss to be thoroughly conversant with it,
and to give their attention to it. They
should either require this power of volun-
tary and complate absorptien, or retire from
the pursuit in which they are engaged and
embrace some more congenial oceupation.
If & man enters oune pursuit, and failing in
that, turns immediateYy to a new avocation,
in which he becomes suceessful, he may be
considered fortunate, for the transition from
one avocation to another necessarily involves
a loss of time, mot frequently of money,
and quite often subjects a man to the dis-
advantage caused by inexperience.

But even in the matter of literary or
artistic recreations his studies should never
be paramount to his profession. When the
two come into eompetition, his recreation,
not his business, should give way, He
should mind his business, whatever may
be the result to collateral matters, He
should recollect that, next to the duty of
selecting a profession or-avocation which
bears an aptitude to his congenial or' ac-
quired proclivities, he owes it to the pur-
suit in which he is engaged to make him-
self as eminent as possible therein He
should never be contented with medioerity.
Let him bear in mind this, and be particular
to mind his own business, and there can be
but little doubt of ruccess in his industrial
concerna— Com. Review.

WHAT IF [T BE TRUE AFTER ALL!

Some years ago, a young man was walk-
ing thoughtfully along a crowded thorough-
fare in Manchester. For some time he had
been a sceptic in religious matters. In
the society of young men, of a similar class,
he had been led first to doubt the truth ‘of
the Gospel, and then to reject it as a cun-
ningly devised fable. But a change had
reesntly come over his thoughta,  Circum-
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stances had altered with him for the worst,
his prospects had become clouded, and the
vaunted friendship of former companions
had proved utterly hollow and worthless,
Fair weather friends had forsaken him,
while Christian friends evinced a decp sym-
pathy in his triale, and a real anxiety both
for his teraporal and eternal welfare. By
their advice he had accompanied them the
previous evening to  the place where prayer
was wont to be made.” He did not believe
that the prayers to which he listened could
be heard and answerad ; but he was constrain-
ed to contrust the happiness of those around
him with his own misery. It was on the
following day that he was walking through
the busy streets, thinking of what he had
seen and heard the evening before, when, in
midst of all the roar of traffiic, something
seemed to whisper in his ear, « What if it
be true after alli” It did not seem as if
the thought merely had been suggested to
his mind, but as if a spirit had whispered,
with thrilling earnestness, “ What if it be
true after all#” Staggered for a moment,
the young man tried to re-assure himself
He mingled with the crowd, and endeavour-
ed to forget the question, but in vain, Ha
tried to laugh himself out of the impression
it had made, but in vain; the words wera
indelibly fixed upon his mind. Wherever
he went, whatever he did, the enquiry still
seemed ringing iu his ears, “ What if it ba
true after all$”  Soon he saw that, if true,
aternal destruction awaited him. He was
led to inquire, “ What must I do to be

saved I" and, after a severe conflict, was
enabled to behold the Lamb of God, who
taketh away the sin of the world Surely
this was the work of the Holy Spirit. It
was recorded thus by the sulject, as well

brethren may be ¢ncouraged to pray for
those who are still in darkness, and never
be weary in well-doing. And should it
meet the eye of a siugle sceptie, may the
question be divinely applied to his conscience
also, * What if it be true efter all '— From
« Things New and Old.”

as the writer of this brief sketch, that his
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THE GAIN OF THE WORLPD?

% What shall it profit a man if he gain
the whole world ¥’ This assumes the pos-
sibility of an individual gaining the whole

-world, It assumes that an individual
-might attain to such a position, by dint of
his industry, energy and enterprise, as not
.only to be monarch of all he surveyed, but
monarch of all this globe. 1t would be no
mear. possession. Compared with it the
} roadest earldom of the richest peer would
be but as an handbreadth ; compared with
it the largest kingdom of the mightiest
monarch would be but a province. For its
ascertained dimensions re eighc thousand
miles in diameter, and twenty five thotisand
in circumference.  Within these extensive
bounds 1t contains towering mountains,
copious rivers, expafisive oceans, and nume-
rous isles; The trees of a thousand forests,
the flowers of every hue, and the songsters
of every note are to be found in it. In
short, whatever is pledsant to the eye, that
is congenial to the nattire of man, and is
raleulated to contribute to his physleal and
meutal enjoyinent, may be found within its
limits. But suppose a man had it for bis
inheritance, how small would its possession
be compared with the rest of the universe,
which he would not possess. ~That sun
that sives its light from dny to day is
thirteen bundred thousand tithes larger
than this carth, and so distant is it from the
stars, that though light moves at the rate
of one Lunlred and eighty thousand miles
in a second of tine, yet it will take five
vears for a ray of hight to pass from our
sun to the nearest star. Dut after all, what
ix this earth, and yonder sun, and these
planets that sparkle in the nioht, to all the
other sugs, and worlds, and planets, which

the telescope has spread out Lefore the cye |
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of manf Only as the fringe on the gars
ment of creation. For astrosomers tell us
that there are eighty millions of suns dis
covered, around which roll by estimation,
two Dbillions, four Lundred millions of
worlds, and these may be only the outskirts
of some still mightier creation; and all this
immense universe is in motion. Each sun,
and world, and system, is rolling in its
appointed orlit with a velocity that out
strips the whirlwind. And compared with
all these, the world on which we stand is
but as an atott of sand on the sea-shore,
but as a leaf of the forest, bt as a drop of
thé ocean; and if we should guin it by our
efforts, if we could secure it at any price, it
would be but a trifle compared with the
rest of the universe that still remained.
«“What is a man pro¥ITED, if he shall
gain THE WHOLE wURLD, and lose ks owrt
sotl £ or what shall & man give u
gXcHANGE for his soul ’—Matt. xvi. 26.

G @~ e

HOW WAS IT BLOTTED OUT!?

A letter read in one of the daily prayer-
meetings in New York, contains the fol-
lowing:

« MY pEar Broruik,—You know that
for many years I had been a follower of
strange gods; and a lover of this world and
ite vatities. Although not what the world
calls a bad man, I was self:righteous, and
thought 1 had religion enough of my own
that was better than the Bible. I did not
believe in the devil ot heil, I believed that
as God had credted man, He was bound t0
save hitn. 1 knew I did not serve Him,
did not know Him, did not obey Him.—
Prayer was forgotten, church was neglect-
ed, and worklly morality was the tree which
brought forth its own deceptive fruit. A8
time rolled on, God blessed me with chil-
dren. As my boy grew up, our mutual
love for him made us anxious about his
future welfare and carecr. From titme 0
time, intelligence Leamed from him, His

.
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mind turned over the little he had learned
of idd, and his nightly prayers wero
taught him by us, from habit and super-
stitiom, more than any conscious feelings.
His questions often puzzled me; and the
gweet and earnest manner in which he
enquired of his poor, sinful father, to know
more about his heavenly Father, and that
“happy land, far, far away,” which his
hurse had taught him, proved to me that
God had given me a great blessing in him,

«“ A greater distrust of myself and a
reater sense of my inability to assure my
boy of the truth of the faith contained in
‘the simple little prayers I had learned from
ny mother, gradually began to grow over
me, and made me oftener think. Still, I
pever went to church} had not even a
Bible in the house. What was I to teach
my boy, Christ and Him crucified, or the
doctrines I had tried to believe? Blessed
be God, He, in His sovereign will, chose
for me!”

«One of his little friends died, then
‘another, then his unc¢le. All these made
an impression on the boy. He rebelled
against it; wanted to know ¢ Why God
bad done it? It was hard that God should
Just go and take his friends; he wished He
would not do it I, of course, had % ex-
plain the best way I could.

« One evenizg he was lying on the bed,
partly undressed; myself and my wife
being seated by the fire. She had been
Relling me that J— had hot been agood
boy that day. She had been telling what
he had been doing, and had reproved him
“for it. All was quiet, When suddenly, he
broke out in & loud ¢rying and sobling,
which surprised us. 1 went to him-and
asked him what was the matter ?
want it there, father; I don’t want it there,’
said the child. ¢ What, my child; what
is it? <Why, father, I don’t want the
angels to write down in God’s book all the
bad things I have done to-day. I dow’t

«Idon’t
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want it there. I wish it conld be wiped oat)
And his distress increased. What could
I do? Idid not believe; but yet I had
been taught the way; 1h5d to console him,
so I said, ¢ Well, you tieed not ery; you
can have it all wiped out in.a minute, if
you want” ¢ How, father, how ™ «Why,
get down on your knees, and ask God for
Clirist’s sake, to wipe it out, and he will
do ft> I did not require to speak twice —
He jumped out of bed, saying, ¢Father,
won't you come and help me? Now
came the trial. The boy's distress was &0
gteat, and he pleaded so earnestly that the
big man, who had never bowed down be-
fore God in spirit and in truth, got down
on his knees alongside of that dear boy,
and asked God to wipeaway his sins} and,
perhaps, though my lips did not speak ity
my heart included my own sins too. We
then got up, and he lay down on his bed
again. In afew momentshesaid, ¢ Father,
are you sureit is all wiped out” Oh!how
the acknowledgment grated throagh iy
unbelieving heart, as the words came to
my nouth. * Why, yes; my son; the Bille
says, if you ask God from your heart, for
Chiist's sake, to do it, and if you are
really sorry for what you have done, it shall
be blotted out. ’

«A smile of pleasure passed over hgs
face, & he quietly asked, ‘What did the
angel blot it out with? With a sponge?
Again was my soul stirred within me, as I
answered, ‘No, but with the precious
blood of Jesus Christ. The blood of Christ
cleanseth from all sin.’

« The fountalns had at last burst forth,
They could not be checked, and my cold
heart was melted within me. I felt like 4
poor, guilty sinner, and turning away, said,
«My dear wife, we mvst find God, if we
want to shbew him to our.children. We
cannot shew them the way, unless we know
it ourselves.

« After a little, the boy, with almost
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heaven looking out of his eye, came from
bis bed, and, leaning on my knee, turned
up bis face to mine, and said, ¢Father,
are you and mother sinners!” ¢ Why, yes,
my son, we are’ ¢ Why,' smd he, ¢ have
you nota Saviour! Why are you sinners ?
God don't love sinners; why don't you
love God ¥’

« T answered as best T conld; and in the
silent hours of the night I bent in prayer
over that dear boy, and prayed, <Lord, I
believe, help mine unbelief! My wife, too,
united with me, and we prayed jointly for
ourselves and for our child, and God heard
our prayers, and received us, as He always
does those who reek Him with a whole
beart, for He has said unto such, they shall
surely find me.” W. 8.

5P 2 P

WHEN TO KEEP SILENCE.

Tt in a fact tht very few of us know
exactly when to hold our peace. In mat-
ters of speech we are far more easily
moved by passion than by judgment. The
tougue is an unruly member, and by no
human philosophy can it be brought into
submission to the dictates of prudence.—
There are seasons however, when even this
member may be to a great extent freed
from restraint. In our own houses, by our
own firesides, with our heart-friends around
us, we may indeed epeak freely. Our
%ords shonld never on any occasion be
like arrows dipped in gall.—They should
never b2 edgad with malice, or envenomed
with elunder. They should always be such
a8, if heard and understood by all the
world, that none in all the world could
shame us for them. My object in writing
is not to tell the reader when he should re-

frain from saying wicked words, or rash

and sbusive words, or fale or flattering
words, for these should never be spoken by
any of us at any time., But I mean to
show when a man should say no words at
all—when he should absolutely shut his
mouth.

The Paalmist was undoubtedly a wite
and prudent man. He says, «I will kee

my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked
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held my peace even from good.” Accord-
ing to his opinion then, it is better to hold
your peace even from googd, than to break
silence while the wicked is before yom A
wicked and unscrupulous hearer will wrest
your words, He will give them the worst
possible construction. He will urge you
vehemently to speak “ many things,” as the
Jews did the Saviour, seeking to entrap
you. He will invent, and throw in alittle
here and there, utterly to prevent your
meaning. Before such an adversary, bridle
your tongue, hold your peace, say not a
word, for speech often stirreth up wrath,
and it is generally the case, that he who
can hold his tongue can also govern his
temper. But when you can withhold no
longer, like the Psalmist, give vent to
speech in prayer. ‘Lord, make me to
know mine end, and the measure of my
days, what it is, that I may know how
frail I am.” The Psalmist was often in
the midst of enemiea. Often does he bit-
terly complain of their slanderous tongues
—their ¢« all-devouring words,” but he
learned patience in the school of adversity,
and discovered at last that the most effec-
tual way of disarming his enercies, was by
keeping silence before them. He thus af-
for(red them no ground on which to base
their libellous assaults. Let us learn and

ractice the same thing, for scandal cannot
E)ng feed on its own inventions, and it will
soon die on the hands of its authors if
barely let alone. But there is another case
in which it i8 proper to keep silence.—The
Psalmist says, « I was dumb; I opened not
my mouth because thou didst it,” and
again he opens his mouth in prayer, say-
ing: “Remove thy stroke away from me}
I am consumed by the blow of thine
hand. When thou with rebukes dost cor-
rect man for iniquity, thou makeat his
beauty to consume away like a moth.”—
Thus we see that silence becomes us in af-
fliction. 'Who can reply against God, and
“why should a living man complain.”—
Indeed, affliction’s only antidote is submis-
sion to God. To the truly pious heart
there is more solid comfort in the retlection,
«Tt is the Lord ; let him do what seemeth
him good,” than is to be found in the
philosophy of the world, or in the tears of
sympathizing friends. ~ Nothing could
have been more expressive than this silénod

is before me.—1I was dumb with silence, I of the Psalmist in the cases instanced
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above. In the one case his silence indicat-
¢d a total lack of confidence in the wicked.
He would ot trust himeelf to their tender
Iercies, nor give his bonor to their keep-
ing. In the other, hix silence expressed
his entire confidence in the heart-searching
God. For the Lord had searched him, all
his thoughts, emotions and resolves were
known unto the Lord, and speech was there-

fore unnecessary.

THE RAIN-MAKERS AND THE 8UN-SHINE=
i MAKERS,

On a certain day a man brought me some fish
as a present. 1 asked him whence he obtained
them? He said the people of another district had
given them to him. I asked, “ Why did they
give them to you?” He sald, “As & reward for

my work.® « What e your occupation?” “Iam
& rain-maker; ‘did you not know that I am the
source of the rain? I ask for it and it comes; if
1 ask it not it does not rain; because I asked for
ruin, it has been raining since yesterday to the
present time. On this account the peuple are
greatly delighted with me, because they wanted
ruin to make their plantations grow. Ihave given
;l:em rain, and they have brought me food and
h‘?l
1 then said, “Dear friend, do you really believe
that what you have said is the truth, and that you
really can exercise power over the rain?” « ger-
tainly—the rain is with ‘me, and I give it to whom-
soever I will.” Then I said, « All the men that
make a god of you, who are just one of them-
#clves, aure a set of downright fools; and you
yourself must be insane, to say that you have this
Povwer, that you are the source of rain. Listen,
oh friend, to me:—To Jehovah, the God of heaven,
all things belong, and we are also His. In His
hand are all things—the waters above, and those
beneath, and everything has its appointed season,
Listen, O friendi—No man on earth hath such
Power, but God alone; and to prove this, I want
i’ou to perform that work at once, that I may see
t done.” He was silent, looked earnestly at me,
pulling a very long face. I then asked, « Are you
augry " and he still would not speak. Tagain re-
qnested him to do his best to procure rain at
once, that I might be hisL wim?sn.b He then
answered, “ [ do not my work openly, but secretly,
because the instruments T use ﬁ fu the bush.”z-
1 asked, « What kind of instruments are they?”
He answered, “ Dead men’s bones; but not any
body’s but those of my own relatives.” He would
not attempt to perform his lying work.
Dear fricnd Buzacott, I will just tell you how
they act. When the month of rain comes, then
e performs his work. When he sees a heavy
cloud arising, then he goes into the bush, and
tily performs his incantations. The people in
& body are all waiting, and as soon as the rain
begins to fall, they give a shout. The king then
gives the command, “ Take the net into the ses,
and get some fish for the priest!” Al the people
immediately obey; and all the fish—no matter
h,"’w much—is given to the priest. Thus they con-
tinue every rainy day; and the priest is greatly
delighted with his fish, and the praiser of the king
and all the people.—[From a letter to 8 Mission-
Ary by a Native Teacher ; Juv. Misa. Mag.}
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A PRAYEBR.

Do Thou, O Lord, forbid
That this vain world, with its nice toys, from Thee
Should draw my mind; and that it should keep hid
Thy face from me.

Help me to meditate
How transitory’s wealth: how mean's the happiness
ved f:om fime,
Compared with that of his who lives to contemplate
The Saviour's name.

And may I be impressed
Tnat I am but probationer of earth;
And that this world is, with eternal things come

pared,
. Of little worth.

And grant that from my heart
May fles the love of trivial things of earth; may
U atlhbe ‘lad d I perf
pon the altar, and may I perform my part
With thy sweet aid. ve

And grant that I may see
How weak I am, and how perverse and darkened
is my mind;
And do thou show to me that I, without the aid of
light from thee,
Shall still be blind.

Then deign to reinstate
1n me that perfect peace I once enjoyed,
Though I, to thy most precious Son, have been
ungrate,
And from him strayed.

Asgist me so to spend
Th’ important term of my probation here,
That 1 shall have, when all my trial here shall end,
: No cause to fear.

M. S. ROSERTSON.

You ARE GoiNG THE WRONG WAY.—“ You are
going the wrong way,” said a con luctor of a train
on the railroad, to a passcuger, on receiving his
ticket. That assertion fell very unpleasantly vpon
the ear of him who had made the mistike. Still
it was not a very_ serious one. It could be cor-
rected. He was advised to get out at the first
stopping-place, and to take the opposite train on
its arrival.

Going the wrong way. In another sense, this
is affectingly troe of thousands. It is true of tue
child who goes not in the way of pirents’ com-
mands. It is true of the man who with hot haste
is in pursuit of the riohes, or honors, or pleasures
of earth. Itis true of every onc Whose course
has not been changed, who is not running the
Christian race. Says the Saviour, “Enter ye in
at the strait gate, for wide is the gate and broad
is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in therest; because strait is the
gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto
1ife, and few there be that find it.”

Oh, how many are uow hwirying on toward
eternal death, while they vainly are hopingtoreach
the end of their course, the new Jerusulem above,
They are going the wrong say. The langnage of
God to them is, “ Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil
ways, for why will ye die?” Turn to-dry. Soon
it will be too late. Soon destruction wiil become
inevitable.— Watchman and Reflsctor.
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BIBLICAYL, NOTES.
THE AFRICAN PREACHER

# But God hath chosen the foolish things of the
worll to confound the wise; and God hath chosen
the weak things of the world to confound the
things which are mighty.”--1 Cor. i, 27.

We copy from the Watchman of the South,
one of the religions newspapers in the United
States, the following anecdotes respecting an
aged African preacher, lately deceased. They
may sueeest seasonable hints to many whe,
unlike the venerable negro, “were never in
bondage to any man.”

“ His method of dealing with persons in-
terested on the subjoct of religion, but who
had not made a pablic profession, is worthy
of attention. With such he never failed to
deal honestly. faithfully and judicionsly.~

“He had no other standard by which to judge
in such cases than God's unerring word.  The
Baviour’s rule was his—iBy their fruits ye
shall know them/

“On one oeccasion a lady of great respecta-
bility confossed to him that she helieved her-
gelf to be o Christian, but at the same time
avowed the parpose of not making a public
profession of veligion. At this he expressed
great surprise, and said, ¢ Mistress, if you
slould suddenly get possession of a large sam
of meney, would you lock it up in your
house, and try to keep it a great secret? It
would do you very little good to take that
oourse with it.’

“ At another time one gave him a long ac-
eount of a remarkable dream she had had,
and desired his opinion on the subject. To
this he replied, ‘The Seriptures do tell us
something about dreams, but nowhere, that 1
remember of. of any one converted by a dream,
or converted when he was asleep. T can un-
derstand people a great deal hetter when they
tell me of what they say and do when they
are awake, and when they talk about a work
of grace in their hearts.’

“There lived in his immediate victnity a
respeetable man, who had become interested
ou the suhject of religion, and who had begun
with some earnestness to search the Scrip-
ture. He had read but a few chapters when
he became greatly perplexed with some of
those passages whichk an inspired apostle has
daclared to be ‘hard to be understood, In
this state of mind he repaired to our preacher
for instruction and help, und found himat noon,
ou a sultry day in summer, laboriously en-
gaged hoeing his corn. A+ the man approach-
ed, the preacher, with patriarchal simplicity,
leant upon the handle of his hoe, and listened
to his story. * Uncle Jack,” said he, ‘T have
discovered lately that 1 am a great sinuer, and

|
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I have commenced reading the Bible, that T
may learn what I mnst do to be saved. But
I have met with a passage here, holding up
his Bible, ‘which I know not what to do
with. It is this: “ God will have mercy upon
whom be will have mercy, and whom He will
He hardeneth.” What does this mean? A
short pause intervened, and the old African
replied as follows: ‘ Master, if I have been
rightly informed, 1t has not been more than a
day or two since you began to read the Bible;
and, if T remember rightly, that passage you
have mentioned is away yonder in Romans.
Long before you get to that, at the very he-
ginning of the gospel, it is said, “ Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Now,
have you done that? The truth is, you read
entirely too fast, You must begin again, and
take things as God bas been pleased to place
them. When you have done all that you are
told to do in Matthew, come, and we'll talk
about Romans.””

CLEMENCY OF A NEW ZEALAND
CHITEF.

“ Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil
with good.”—Romans, xii. 21

The Rev. R. Taylor of the Church Mis-~
sionary Society, narrates a pleasing instance
of elevated feeling on the part of a native
chief under the influence of christian princi-
ples. When civilized nations, as they are
termed, rise, ag such, to the moral dignity dis-
played by this half naked savage, wars, the
pln{w and disgrace of humanity, shall cease
to the ends of the earth.

“I walked with Mr. Morgan to the Pa
(native village) at Qtumoetai, which is very
populous, Mr. Wilson related an interesting
anecdote of the late principal chief of this
place. When the Ngapuhi came to attack
his Pa, he one morning went out to recon-
noitre their camp; and while in concealment
among the fern, he perccived the principal
chief of the enemy advancing toward hims:
he was coming with @ similar intention. The
enemy was well armed, but he had no weapon
with {im; yet, not deterred, he continued for -
some time in his place of concealment, until
he observed the chief sit down on the shore
at a little distance, with his back towards
him; he then crept unperceived, and, spring-
ing suddenly upon him like a tiger, he in an
instant turned him over, wrested his mery from
his hand, deprived him of his double-barrelled
gun, and, tying his arms behind, made him
march before him to his Pa.  'When he had
nearly reached it, he ordered his prisoner to
stand: he did so, expecting it to be the signal
for his death; instead of which, the conqueror
unbound his arms and restored his weapons,
bidding him to bind him and drive him i

(4
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tie same way, as a prisoner, to his camp,
Yhich was accordingly done. When they
Rutered it, the peop!~ set up a shout on be.
llOl(ling their chief leading in so distingnished
% prisoner; and it was with difficuity that he
ould preserve him from being instantly put
death, When, however, the whole story
¥ag related, it not only raised a general feel-
Ing of admiration in favour of their prisoner,
hut was the means of an immediate peace
ing proclaimed.”

HAPPY DRATHS OF MISSIONARY
CONVERTS.

“And I sav unto you, That many shall come
from the cast and west, and shall sit down with
Abrahain, and Isauc, and Jacob, in the kingdom
O heaven.’—Matt. viii. 1L

A missionary writes:—* Two of the aged
fempie members of the church have been re-
Moved to apother, and I hope, better world.

1e was the widow of a sergeant, a meek and
Quiet Christian; she lived in communion with
God, and in peace with all around her; and

rend was peace. 1n her last illness she
Often expressed i confidence in Christ: ¢1

uve committed my coul,.and body, and all 1

ave,’ suid she, ¢ into the hands of my Redeem-
. Let ilim do with me as He pleases; if He

%ep me here, I am willing to live; but if, by

is grace, He has prepared me for heaven, 1
3m willing to 0. The other sister was a
Very aged native woman, the widow of the first
Dative Hindoo convert that put on Christ by

aptism in Monghyr. His name was Hingan

isser; his death was the immediate occasion
of hig widow’s conversion to Christianity.—

ill that event she had continued among her

eathen relations : but she then began to

ink seriously about what would become of
ter after death, and she came to the couclu-
Blon that there is no safety but in Christ.—
+Her decision was then fixed to become a
Chrigtian; she was soon after baptized, and
Joined the church. She was a siucere and
Consigtent Christian herself, and appeared
"nhxious that all her family should become
hristians, A few years ago her eldest son
ied g heathen, and for some time she appear-
almost inconsolable. Her reply to all who
attempted to comfort her was— He is lost!

e is Jost! If he had died a Christian, I
Could have been comforted: but now there is
Mo hope for him.! She was almost over-
Whelmed with grief at the thought of her
8on heing for ever lost. A day or two before

er death some one asked her whether she
8till put all her trust in Christ? She replied,
With unusual animation, *On whom besides
Can I trust? for Ohrist's sake I left my caste,
Iy friends, my house, and my all in this world.

)
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He has been my trust for thirty years;.and
to whom besides shall 1 now look? Christ
ix with me. He will never forsake, 1 shall
shortly go to be with Him’ Thus did this
poor Hindoo woman finizh her earthly course,
in the lively hope of obtaining eternal life
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Another missionary writes:—A Brahman
told me in the Pubnah zillah, whom we met
(quite accidentally, that his son was one of our
disciples, but, tears rolling down his cheeks,
he said: “He died last month.” He said,
moreover, “that he read our Bihle day and
night, and would not leave it till his deuth.—
Ah! how he loved your shastras!” This is
one of the mauny cases unknown to us, in
which the word of God is read, though for
years N0 missionary may virit them. This
zillah is, I think, 2 most encouraging one for
the gospel. I rejoice in hope that soon &
fellow-labourer will annomuce to these im-
men<¢ multitudes the acceptable year of the
Lord to set the eaptive free,

———————— @+~ e

A RELIGIOUS FAMILY PAPER.

The importance of a religious paper in
a religions family cannot be too highly es-
timated. No family is likely to feel a
snitable interest in the cause of Christ
which is not impressed from week to week
with the stirring facts, arguments, and ap-
peals which are usually found in a well-
conducted religious jouwrnal. It instructs,
restrains, stimulates, encourages, and im-
proves all who come under it influenca—
Yet how many professedly religious families
take no such paper? They take a com-
mercial paper, perhaps an agricultural,
medical, or masonie, that they may keep
posted up in those departments of exertion,
but leave religion entirely to the chances of

the day. 'What would the Lord Jesus say
if he were to appear in such a family, and:
s2e every other interest reptesented but
that for which he bled and died? Is it
fair to treat the best cause i1 the universe
in this way ! How will paronts who do.
this, and thus take away the koys of know-
ledge from their children and dependents,
dnswer for it in the day of judgment ?—
How can they bope to die well when they
have eduncated themselves and their families
in everything but religion t—[N. Y, Chris-
tian Advocate.
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OUR PRECIOUS GRAVES.

BY JAMES ROLTON.

Qur precious graves !
Those islands midst the long grass-waves !
Those mossy mounds kept moist by tears !
'Those white stones whispering names and years!

How dear the sell,
Once dug by commmon lahourers’ toil
But now the hallowed beds, thongh hatd,
Of saintly forms which aungels guard !

‘We laid them there,
'With bleeding hearts and tenderest care,
‘With words of hope, and prayers of pain,
Which spoke of meeting them again

And though the clay
‘Was heaped upon them on that day,
Yet still they seem Wwithin our reach,
Within our love, within our speech.

And oft we go,
When summer sunsects flame and glow,
Or when the snow upon them lies,
Like glistering raiment from the skies,

Angd there we muse,
Of what they were; and that glad news
Which Jesus brought us, when he said,
w1 will restore your darling dead.”

Aund then we smile,
To think how, “in a little while,”
That sod will heave, and from it burst
A blossom fuirer than the first

So, precious graves,
Laith your dark door with diamonds paves ;
Heaven through your grated bars we see,
Auid Jesus holds and brings your kep

THE GENEVA CONFERENCE.

In the autumnal months thete is always
& pause in the labours of carncat Christians,
especially in London, not that they are weary
of their work, but because they are weary in it.
The exhaustion of past continuous effort, the
heat of the weather, the oppressive din of the
dusty and ever-busy metropolis, the absolute
necessity of resting a while in order to re-
cruit the mental and physical energies for
another nine or ten months’ campaign, all
say (and the Master and Commander himself
tenderly says) to the man and the woman
who i8 the worker and the warrior in one—
¢t Spore thyself” Thas it is that many have
this autuma sought the refreshment of the
pedestrian rural excurgion over vele and
meudow, the mountain side and the forest
glade, by the silvery brook, by the thunder-
ing watcrfull, or amid the ivy-clad ruins of
old abbeys, or of medieval castles, or over
Lattlc-fields rcnowned im the histery of
s hbarons bold" and of & warlike past. Some
also have been sojourning for weeks at the
seaside, breasting the waves as strong swim-
mers, inhaling the pure breezc, and accepting
the means of kealth thus vouchsafed with
thankfulncss and joy; and some also, yea
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many of Chtist's working seivahts, have ﬂ}“
autumn crossed the British Channcl 889
passed rapidly by France, or Belgium, !
the Rhine, to Geneva, the famous city ¢
Calvin, whence went forth a voice of PO
to all Europe, in connection with the g!
ous Reformation of the sixteenth centuf)’
The writer was privileged to wend his W":
thither in compahy with dear fricnds of V8!
ous sections of the Chutch of Christ, to “”h
ness and share in the gladness of the hig
festival of love there held, The Evangelic®
Alliance, by its French branch, had isst®
{nvitations to & universal Christian Confe?
ence, to be held from the 2d to the 14 "
September inclusive, and the response give o
was indeed cheering. In addition to th
many who wete admitted to the meetiB o
without tickets, cards were taken to 1o
number of 188% persons, From Russia, H®
land, Sweden, Denmark, Belgium, Germany
France, and the verious Swiss cantons, I
sunny Italy, now yielding the first-fruits
a coming harvest, from the United State®
wud from the Uniwed Kingdom, from Ind”’a
Canada, and the Cape of Good Hope "b“
Urethren and sistets came, and all foiind H
good to be there. Bpace forbids me to dwe
oh the hospitality so bountifully exercised
the higher and middle classes of Geneva®
Chtistians, or on the sweet songs of 4i0%
chanted, now in the cathedral, now in
Chapel of the Oratoire, now in the “ Salle de
la Droity” by the assembled throng, all 8"'3;
ing in various languages the one air, and ¥°
the words uttcred were the same in the €
of the Eternal King. Nor may I enlarge "i‘:
the noble utterances given in papers spec
ally prepared, or in discudsions arising there”
from, by representative men of every land, 02
themes of momentous importance, as * .ha
Chtistian Sabbath,” “The Moral Conditio?
of our Populations” (under which head stateés
ments wete made by Dr. Guthrie on ¢ Rugl_c‘:
Schools,” and by the Hon, and Rev. Bapii®
Noel, who also preached in French with the
heavens as his sounding-board), on # Open*

air Preaching and 8pecial Services in Hall® -

and Theatres.” Nor may I dwell on what
was said and done as to such themes r
“Doctrine and Life,” “The Scepticism ©
France,” # The Rationalism of German Swi
gerland,” “Civil and Religious Liberty the
Guarantce of the Order and Peace of Nation$
“The Influence of Anglo-Saxen ColonizatioB
on Roman Catholicist,” not forgeﬁth;ﬁ
“Isracl and Jesus Christ,” and the kindr
and most memorable meeting of Jews 00";
oerted, met specially to pray and plea! for Israe
unconverted. I can only mention D'Aubigne®
noble and characteristic discourse on ¢ Th¢
Genevan Reformation and its Reformer,” 08
the special meetings for united prayer, an
above all, the Joint Communion Service, whe
pastors and people, from many lands, met 08

Sabbath afternoon, in holy concord, to cele
brate the dying love of Emmanuel, In fos"

e ———— i sttt 47 070
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’hngnnges prayers were offered, and the words
“This is my body,” &c., and “ This cup is the
Bew testament in my blood,” were offered and
2poken by an Italian (Waldensian, German,
1”l'ench, end English minister respectively,
at was & scene and a season never to be
%rgottcn. .

Nor can I do more than express my satis
faction that at this conference special prayer
Was offered for distracted America, and “all
the children of God there,” to use the words
Of the historian of the Reformation, and also
for Russia, the appeal for which came at the
closing meeting, from an eloquent and earnest
Russian Gentleman.

The Spirit of God was assuredly present at
the Geneva gathering in his power. Ration-
8lism and Popery both received a rebuke;
the one from the «basis” on which the con-
ference met, namely, the # rruTH in love,”
thug avowing boldly the great verities of the
faith as contrastcd with that traitorous and
flse «charity " which recognizes alike the
deniers of Christ’s supreme deity and its up-
holders ; the other rebuked in its proud pre-
ensions to a unity which is no better than
that of the Arctic seas locked up in the eter-
al fetters of frost, by a living, loving, visible
Manifestation of a unity which shows evan-
8elical Christianity to be as “ distinct ag the

illows, but one as the sea.”

The revival spirit of Europe, also, as found
in active, energetic operation during the last
three years in various countries, found prac-
tical expression, practical and earnest, at
Qeneva, Zeal, prayerfulness, a desire to
Work for Christ and for souls, all manifested
themselves. Geneva itself, too, while wel-
Coming and blessing others, was itself richly
blegged, There is a noble band of Christian
Young men there, and a young men’s associ-
ation, whose members are most active and
€arhest. It was a pleasing sight to witness
their friendly salutations to Christians from
Afar, on their arrival at the railway terminus

.8 Geneva, and to find them ready to guide
Or direct them to the hospitable abodes pre-
Pared for them, or to suitable lodgings and

otels, Pleasant, too, was it to mark the
Chrigtian courtesies of the president of the
Conference, M Naville, an eminent Christian
ilosopher who, with M. Eynardt, another
Wealthy Genevan gentleman, threw open his
autiful gardens at night for re-unions of
ristians of all nations. Such mecetings
Were aliko impressive and refreshing. In the
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crowded gardens hymns were sung, loving
words spoken, and the fraternal grasp of
true freemasonry exchanged where foreign
tongues threw up, in many cascs, an insur-
mountable obstacle to verbal, spoken inter-
course. Thus it was that I found a fine old
Nottingham farmer, a pious, warm-hearted
Wesleyan, after coming away from one of
these night-scenes, with eyes overflowing
with joyful emotion, because of the affection
which had bound all together at the gardens,
and specially because of one stranger coming
up to him and silently (unable to converse
in English) seizing the hand of the British
brother in both his hands and pressing it to
his heart, with looks of indescribable affec-.
tion, as much as to say, “We are one in
Christ, and brothers for eternity.”

The Rev. Denham Smith, of Kingston,
during the period of the conference, delivered
several revival addresges, which were trans-
lated into French as he went on, by Professor
La Harpe. There is no doubt ihat solemn
impressions were produced on some Swiss
who were present; and I was also assurcd
that the eldest son of the Hon. —— (a fine
youth of sixtecn years of age, and the child
of many prayers), had, through this instru-
mentality, been filled with joy and peace in
believing, and been brought to full decision
on the Lord’s side.

I must not omit to add that many conti-
nental Christians, of humble rank and limited
means, had for months been laying up in storo
small sums, in order to have sufficient to dea
fray their expenaes to and from the confera
ence. Verily they came not im vain; anQ
with hundreds of others they were made ta
feel that the name of the city, in connection
with that holy convocation, might well be
called “Jehovah 8hammah,” the Lord is
there. The weather, also, was truly delight~
ful. The scenery through which the visitors
passed, in going and returning, was beautiful
in its softness and richness, as along tho
vine-clad flelds of Burgundy and the banks
of the blue and arrowy Rhone, as well as of
Lake Leman itself—anon grandly impressivo
and sublime, a8 the snow-clad and gigantic
Mont Blanc, and the other Savoy mountains
—really distant from Geneva, yet in that
transparent atmosphere apparently close at
hand—or that magnificent range of the Ber-
nese Alps, which, when the traveller reachces
Neufchatel, bursts gloriously on his gaze,
Let it not be forgotten it is the Christian
only who can thoroughly enjoy the beautiful
and the grand, for he alone has, with peace
of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, and a
hope full of immortality; and so of “the
mountains and the valleys it is his to say,
with & propricty none else can feel,” # My
FATHRR MADE THEM ALL.’—British Messenger.
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Sabbath School Lessons.
December 15th.

JESUS AT THE SEA OF TIBERIAS.
MARK 111 719,

1. The disciple of Jesus has sufficient
warrant, both from the precept and example
of his Master, to use every means rot forbid-
den in the Word of God, for selt-preservation,
To avoid the cruel combination of his eneniies
against him. our Saviour getired with his dis-
ciples to the sca; ver. 7. 'Thither he was
followed by a great multitude from adjoining
and distant regions. Having heard what great
‘things he did, these people flocked about him,
‘with the view of experiencing or at least wit-
‘nessing, his benevolent actions, and ef hearing
the gracious doctrines which he taught.
Though Christ was persecuted by many, just
88 his power and grace were gloritied, yet
there were others who gladly received him,
“And so is it still with his word: by some it is
received as “a faithful saying and worthy of
all acceptations” by others it is accounted
“foolishuess.” Note.—~Wheun compelled by
the persecution ‘of the ungodly, or any other
necessary cause, to seclude ourselves from the
‘world, we should choose that place of cctire-
ment in which w= hope to do the most good.

2. He caused a small ship to wait on him,
from which he could address the maultitude
‘without being pressed by them; ver. 9. The
gervant of Christ should not suffer difficulties
‘to deter him from his Master’s work : love is
Fruitful in expedients.

3. “For he had healed many, insomuch that
they pressed upon him for to touch himy, as
many as had plagues;” ven 10. How very
anxious men are Yo have their bodily infirmities
healed, but how little concern do they manifest
for the cure of their immortal souls. It isin
vain, howeveyy to crop off the weed while the
Yoot js still left in the soil. Sin is the cause
of all our puing, and unless it is got rid of in
‘time, we must suffer throughout eternity. But
Jesus, the gieat Physiciam is as able to heal
%he soul as the body. He has only to say the
word, and tie burden of oMr sius shall be for
ever removed (Mark ii. 8), and the work of
sanctification shall be tommeunced within us.
The word reandered “plagues” signifies
scourges, nad implics that our temporal ail-
ments are inflicted upon us in consequence of
our sing, and are graciously meant for our cor-
rection; and were we willing thus to receive
and improve them, we should bless God as
much for adversity as for prosperity. ,
4. “And unclean spirits when they saw
him,” &c.; ver. 11. They fell down before
him—that ir, those who were possessed with
these evil spirits “fell down before him.”,
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“They cried out, saying, Thou art the Son of
God.” How strange that man should be 15
willing to confess him, whom the very dev
acknowledge to be the Son of God. a

5. Christ soaght not popular applausé :n
doing these great things, for he charged the®
whom he bad healed not to make him kno¥®%!
ver. 12 He received not honor from me
Johu v. 41 Aud when we do good, not [
the sake of biman apﬁ\-ebation, but bect
it is the will of our beavenly Father, th¢
“thé¢ wame mind is i ds which was als0
Christ Jesus.”

Learn—1st. That it is our duty to use e"e‘g
means, not forbidden in the Word of God, f
gelf-preservation.—Matt, x. 23. e

2nd, That in retirement, as well as in X
most public life, we should seek to do the WOF
of the Lord. K

3ri. That in doitg govd we should s
not the praise of man, but the praise of
through Christ Jesus.—John v. 44.
PO e

December 22nd,

THE YOUNG DREAMER, —Grxesi®
xxxvin 1-11 .
L. And Jacob divelt in the land wmv;'/"
his father was a stranger, in the land v
Canaan” v. 1. He sojourned with b
futher Tsaac, who was still alive, “T9f
dwelt in the land of promise as in a strsdl
country,” Heb. xi. 9. ]
1L * These are the genérationsof Jaﬂob.'o
v. 2. The generations of Esau are gives 'y
the Jm&c’eding chapter. However imp?f"”‘l‘:o
the descendants of Esau may have been in ! o
estimation of the world, in the sight of G/
their lives were comparatively worthless ol
Little is recotded of them but that they IV",
and died. But the sacred historian does 0
s0 pass over the descendants of Jacob, He -
commences the most intéresting and impY
taut history of Joseph. The narrative i
structive, whether we view it as illustrativ® of
the tribulations through which the people
God must enter the kingdom of heaven, °
the manner in which God overrules all evet
for the good of his people; or as Joseph affo
ug, in many respects, a lively type of
blessed Saviour. —
11\ Joseph feeding his flock wnth %
brethren, brought to their futher their evil ’1.1‘1
port. His brethren when they were beyo "
the inspection of the paternal eye did fhom,
things which they would have been afraid
ashamed to do in their father’s presellce'i
Whatever impropriety Joseph obgerved
the conduct of his brethren, he reporte
his father, not as a tale-bearer to set his fot!
and brethren at variunce, but as a 10"‘35
brother who felt it to be his painful duty to ¢
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‘}\‘ He hoped that the authoritative admonj-
of his father would be an effectual
Nstraint to the bad conduct of his brethres,
IV. « Now Israel loved Joseph more than
U hix children, because he wus the son of his
od age” Joseph was also the son of his be-
Oved Rachel, and was probably more attentive
"the wanis of his father than the rest of his
thren, But onna account shouid partiality
% shown by parents to any of their childyen;
4 evil effects are evident fyom this narrative.
e hearts of his brethren were filled with
Walice towards J oseph, though it was through
o funlt of his that hus father shawed him
Avouritism. Like the persecutors of our
viaur, his brethren “hated himy without a
Cayge,”
V. Although Jose‘?h was hated by his
“"ethreu yet was he beloved of God. The
rd was pleased to. hold communion with

'im, apd by means of Yisions to shew him
the events which were subscquently to tuke
tice, Joseph's two dreams like those of
haruoh‘ Gen. xli. 25, were one, they both
U the same interpretation.  The obeisance
U the eleven sheaves to his sheaf, and of the
an, moon, aud cleven sturs to him, clearly
Uicuted his fature exaltation above the rest
O hig family, On account of these dreamy
Yhich they truly interpreted, his byethren
ll“t‘fd him’ all the wore. His futher would
0 seem to have attributed Joseph's dyeams
' youthiut ambition, for it is said that  His
t.“;‘“lt’r rebaked him;” it may be, however, that
bis father biamed him to mitigate the foelings
% his brethren towards him. At all events
k"('()b observed the saying, like Muary “he
"Dt these sayings in his heayt.” These dreams
oseph, viewed in conneetion with the sub-
ueint events of his life, prave to us that the
L.""d knows tihe end from the beginniug, thag |
18 all.wise Providence extends to all events, |
Oseph was macle to see his future prosporitf‘ !
':taout being mude acqnainted with the dark ‘
(%

3

bright prospect of a happy issne out f |
m ig t?'xutl: muspz have eheerg} {ﬁm even in the |
“mal pit, and the gloomy Kgzyptian prison. |
8y ought the prospect of eternal biiss to
Sheey the afflicted believer, and all the more
e ho reflects that the wisdom of his
covenaut God is overruling all things,
earn 1st. That partiality in parents ig an
®or.—9 Ciiron. xix. 7. Rom. ii. 1L
h,z' That it is common for the wicked to
Wte those whom (3od loves.—John xv. 19.
M"- That the Lord overrules all events,.—
4 x99, |
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NOTES FROM A €OMMON-
PLACE BOOK.

There it 3n hour coming, Q sinmer, in
which the rightcous, even those of them,
bound to vou by-the strongest ties, will be.
forced to say, “Between us and you there is.
a gulf fixed.” But between them and you is.
no barrier. How soon there may be we know
not,

~ On the eve of his departure from this world;

Dr. Paysow; said, I scem to swim in a flood
of glory which God pours down upon me. I
know that mv happiness is but begun. I
cannot doubt it will last for ever. My young
friends, were T master of the whole world
what could it do for me like this? Nothing,
nothing.

The only constant thing in this world is
change, mutability being the unchangeable
law of nature.

Fime is given us to prepare for eternity,
and eternity is not too lony toregret misspent
time.

—n

“IIe that takes revenge is but even with
his enemy ; but in passing it over he is supe-
rior; for it is a prince’s part to pardon.” Tt
is the glory of a man to pass an offence.”~— .
Bucon.

“We should no more be angry with men
for their ill-nature—u deformity of minde—
than we should be for any deformity of body.”
—>Socrates.

“A man that studieth revenge keeps his
own wounds green, which otherwise would, -
heal and do well.*—Bucon.

“He that easily pardons and remite.
offences, shows that his mind is plapted
above injuries.”—idem.

R-ligion is the fear of God ; its demonstrae.
:iou is goud works; and faith is the root of
both.

The humble, the mcek, the merciful, the

by uts which were to intervene. Doubtless | just, the pious, and the devont, are every-
e

where of oue religion, and when death has -
taken off the mask, they will know one age -
otlier, though the diverse liverics they wear
here make them strangers,

We sometimes measure the favours we
grant by the necessities of those who solicit ;,
not from the intrinsic value of what is
granted. Pitiful advantage!

A death-bed flattery is the worst of treach-.
eries. Ccremonies of mode and compliment
are mightily out of scason when life apd sal«.
vetion come to e at stake,
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WHO SANK AND WHO SWAM:
A DREAM AND IT8 INTIRP'RETATION.

1 stood on the brink of & very great river,
The current was rapid, and the Led was
deep, and it was so broad, that by straining,
1 could but dimly see the other side. Al-
though the farther bauk was scarcely visible,
I readily discovered where it lay by the
sheon of royal palaces that stood upon it,
wud glittered in the morning sun.

That river flowed right athwart the path
of the huniar race, between their time und
their eternity ; over it, accordingly, all must
go-  Men and women, old and young, rich
and poor, were marching forward, in num-
bers so vast, that they constituted a stream
almost as broad and coatinuous as the river
fnto which they flowed.  After I had guzed
a while upon the passing throng, Ubegan to
perceive that though the variety of condition
and character among them sevtmed all but
infinite, they consisted, in the main, of two
classes, and of two only. I soon raw that
among all these muititudes, only two ways
of crossing ihe stream were tried.

One portion of the travellers entered the
river 5o heavily jaden, that from the first it
was evident that they had no chance of
reaching the other side. The Joad, with
some varieties in deail, generally consisted
of E‘m\'isions and clothing, and implements
of labour, with the addition, in some cases,
of a great quantity of toys, and in other
cases of heavy bags of gold, Those who
carried much gold, in addition to the bhur-
dens which were common to ull, seeined
sorely broken by its weight, as well ns kept
in constant alarm by the fear of letting 1
fall. They moved painfully and slowly in
the stream; aud none of them nade any
oconsiderable progress. But I saw alao that
those who carried bundles of toys, although
not so much crushed by dead weight, were
equally ipeded in their march, The toys,
though light, occupied much room, and
When their greut but feeble bulk was caught
by wind or water, they sometimes did as
much as the bags of gold coull do to make
the bearer sink. But I observed that the
Joad which did most to crush and hamper
all this company, was a boat which every
one of them carried on his head. It was
damp und dripping, as if it had lain long
in the water and besides its absolute weight,
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it blinded the bearer's eyes, and crampeo"r
all his wovements. Here and there one
the multittude might be seen tossing th¢
boat off his shoulders into the stream ﬂ_lt”‘
walked easier afterwards than their neig
bours, but none, eithér of those who th
it off or of thoee who kept it on, suce
in reaching the other side. One by 0"';
and at different stayes of the passage, 8}
without exception, dropped down, and wer¥
carried away by the stream.

In the other portion of this great ct‘{':;

vy, I observed that every one carri

urdens too, consisting for the most

of the very same articlen.  There wers fo"g
and clothing and implements of labour, A1
in & few cases also cousiderable quantiti®
of gold. If any toys were tied up wi
the other articles in the bundJen, they m
have been emaller in number and bulk, for
I did not see their painted arme ptotruding
Strange 1o say, every one of thrs compﬂ."f
had aiso a boat, of size aud shape very 1i¥
those which the other eompmuy carried?
but here the likenese stops and the differ”
enee begins. Kvery one of thik compﬂ”}'.
as he appronchien the river’s brim lays b¥®
boat gently on its flood, steps into it him”
self, lays all bis burdens down in it at b¥®
feet, and busies himself only in guiding ?l"'
vessel across the stream.  The grand diffe”
ence between the two companies lay tn t
~thoseattempted to carry their boat.acro®
the river in a«ﬁ’liti(m to all their other bu
dens; these used their boats to hear ove
both their burdens and themselves, and 8¢
cordiugly got all safely over to the
side. :
The voyage across that great river is the
course of human lifs on earth, There is 19
standing still ; all must euter the Jip of th®
mighty tide and try. Af) ber hurde
some of them necessary and some of the®
not. The love of riches unnecessarily 1%
creases the burdens of some pilgrims, 89
the Jove of vain show increases the the bur”
dens of others. But the heaviest load th
any traveller bears is his religion, as Jo
as it is # load which he takes up and bes™
Those who take it up and add it to thef
burdens, blindly miss it meaning, as mu®
as those who carry their boat on thelf
shoulders across the deep river, The
was raade for carrying you, and not for
being earried by you.  So, religion is 197
tended, not to be borne by the man bY¥
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% bear him and his burden too. Happy
% ho who understands its design, and turns
%10 good account. If you take up your
teligion as a load it will erush you; if you
tow it away, you may walk more lightly
the moment, but will sink as surely and
% goon; if you lay yourself and your load
% it, you will be borne aweely over life’s
®ream, and set down sufely on the heavenly
re. «“Thy faith hath saved thee.”
One man tries his ewn righteousness.—
He dreads the just Ged; be has mo love of
oliness; hut he knows that holiness will
demanded in the judgment, and he
Yives hard to possess rome. He prays,
ves ahins, attends worship.  With no love
0 God, and no pardon, and no reconci'li‘ation,
8nd no spirit of adeption, he strives in the
Yirit of a lave to fling as many performances
¥ the judge, as may suffice to stop the sen-
%nce of condemnation in the great day.—~
Ho fuils,  His very rigl.teousnees becomes
the Joud under wh eh he sinks. The pro-
igal remaining among the swine tries to
fed, and cleansed, and clothed, so that he

ﬁy Le ready to stand with bead erect if

father should suddenly come. But he
rows more lean, more filthy. more naked,
Moye frightered, until at Jast he dies des-

iting, v

Ancther man, censcious that his heart is

gﬁl, and that all his rizhteousnesses are as

lthy rags, from which he must be cleaused,
1 2o himself and all his own, and flees to
®us, e trusts to the blood of the Lamb
O take all his sius awav, and leans on the
- ghteousness of the Redeemer as Lis plea
before the judge. He luys himeelf and all
hig burdens en Him who is able to save to
e uttermost, In Chrikt ss in the ark, he
b wrne safely through the flood, and set
o%n in a new world where the righteous
d.“"‘"- This prodigal, as worthless and as
Btant as the other at the first, knows and
l“"fen!s his distance and worthlessness.—
4ing nothing, +ad not able te amend hix
dition, he goes a3 he is—wretched und
Berable, and poor, and blind and naked

- he gees as he is to God's covenanf-merc{
B Christ. He is accepted in the Beln\'?(.
8 lives in faith, departs in peace, and joins
i Whole family of God in the many man-
08 of the Father’s house. ‘
wader, heware lest you miss Chri-t's
ening.  Hadoes not lay n galling yoke up-
Your neck iu this life, as the pricc which
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you must pay for heaven. Herather invitea
the weary and heavy-laden to cast their
burden en Himeelf. He has paid the price,
and will bestow the pardon. He calls us
unto liberty mow, and gives us eternal life
at length.

LITTLE WILLIE'S DEATH.

Dxar Youxe Frienps,—Just last week
a dear little gitl came to me and said—

“ Pleare, sir, I want to tell you about a
little prayer-meeting we have got. Four
or five of us have given vur hearts to Jesus,
and we love Him; and we bave a prayer~
meeting at five o'clock in the afternoon, in
the corner of a field, where nebody con see
us, and we ask Jesus to make us love Hime
more, and keep us from deing anything
that world grieve Him.” Now, these are
little girls that know God hears their pray-
ers, and loves to answer ther.

There is love it the Leart of Jesus even
for fittle unes; for you rememlier He himself
said, « Suffer litile ehildren to come unto
me.” He did pot eay, « Suffer big children,,
but suffer Zttle children to cowme” And
are not you alittle one? then Jesus inviteg
you, and He wants you now, « But what
does Jesus want with me?” yon ask.  Jesus
wants to give you pardon of all your rins,
and a new heart, that you may be happy
in His love here, aund £0 to heaven when
you die; forall the boys and girls that have
goné to heaven had their sins washed away in
Jesus’ bleod, and got new hearts from Him
when they were on earth,

“ But what is ancw Leart?” youask. I
could not tell you all thius is meant by a
new heart. A new hearf is a kappy Leart,
a loving Leart, an shedient heart, an hum-
ble henrt, u praying Le: v, a holy heart, and
a grest deal moxd, which you will know
when you get it. Now, would it not be
very precious it you had such a henrt as
this?  And Jesus says, “ A new heart will
I give you.”

7 mean to tell you of a little boy that
got this new heart frcem Jesus—this loving
Banpy. holy, praying heart—and i now in
hegven.

About two weeks awe, as the train from
Groenock to Glasgow stopped at Port-Glas-
gow. alittle boy came iuto theecarriage; he
looked very sad, and sat very quietly dowa.

The gentlemsin sitting o posite the litsle



732

boy suid to him, very coldly, “ Your bro-
ther'’s dead.”
 Yes, sit,” replied the boy, and was silent.
“ Did he suffer mucl pain #” said another
“Qh yes, sir,” was the only answer,
A friend of mine, a gentleman who loves
little children, and was travelling in the sdme

< And is your dear brother dead " and the
kind tone of his voice touched the liitle
mourner, who looked up with Lis eyes full
of tears, and repliedy * Yes, sir, dear Willie
is dead.” o

« When did he die?” _

Just as the clock was striking nine this
moruing, sir.”

“Did he love Jesus?”

“ Oh yes, sir, and hLe was very happy
when he died _

“ And do you dove Jesus ¢”

¢« Ouce 1 did not, but 1 do now, sir.”

“Then you think,” «ail the gentlenran,
« your brother has gone to heaven”

“Yes, sirn. I’ sure Leis with Jusus
now.”’

“Did you se¢ him die?”

“Yes, sir, I was with him at the time.” !
“ Then tell 1e about his death.” said the |
And the little boy began -

kind gentlenau,

“ Dear Willie had a great  deal ©f pain,
but be was very kappy, and the pain was
very bad just before fre died, and I think
the last thing he said to me was, * Be sure
and meet we in heaven.) After that be
could not speuk, and he bad so much pain,

that I said, ¢ You know, Willie, Jesus Lears :

prayer, and though you cau’s speak or say
4 loug prayer in your heart to ask Jesus to
take you to Himseli—just lift wp your hand,
aud beckon to Him w come, and He will
understand that just as well'”

¢ Aud what did he do ¢ suid the gentle-
man, deeply iuterested in the toucking story
amd the faith of the children.

“ Well, sin” replied the boy, * he just
lifted hrs thinwrms and did that,”—(mn:king
the sign of a person beckouing with the
Liand.)

* Aud do you think Jesus answered him ”

“ Yes; for 1 soun saw Willie was dying,
and 1 said to Limy, ¢ O Willie, Jesus 18 un-
swering vour prayer; put your arins about
ne, and kiss me before vou go; and he put
Lis arms round my neck, and kissed e,
aud the angels came aud tovk biw away to
be with Jesus.'”

‘dyer and ever.
carriage, bent kindly forward, and said, -
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Now, would you not like to intet ﬁf,‘“
Willie in Leaven? Thoen you tinst, Ji
him, comne to Jesus in faith for a new be“.li
and then, whenever you die, the anjgels W'
earry you, as they did little Willie, to b ”
mansions of glory, to dwell with God f
J.T. C. G

WOMAN.

. . . 8

Asif to intimate thet man should wot to¥
vccasion from her part in the sad histOT)';]
the Fall, to hold in light esteen the appoitt®,
companion of his life’s journey, deeming
to be merely a ‘

“Fair defect of nature,”

God has chuseu to confer singulat igol'ofn:s
upon woman throughout the sacred Seripty! ™
They, who disparuge her cupacities, and PY
contempt upun her understanding; they “ﬂ“
contemu her faithfuliess aud distrust her % 2
they who make her man’s honsenoid draet

for the meve wstrtuuent of lis plcasul‘"‘ ©

convenience—have no warant in Scrip?
for so dving.  Althvagh we mny vot uve"‘l of
the sad part which woman tovk in tie 1 o
our ruce, yet tiut terrible danmge—%
was not, alter ally wholly her work—mts e
held to have been fainy and fuliy cow oy
balanced by the part she had in ‘m-ingiug?“ i
tion. It was not without some such "'gvlll"
cance thut the iliustrious “Seed ¢
woman” who took upon Iim *to bruis
serpent’s head,” was “born of a womuds
nourished {rom her breast, . ped i
But Iet us Jook u* the woman mentiof™ o
Scripture, und observe Low few of the® "o
undistinguisbed by some useful (ualit
boly grace. Some are seen to have bee?
dowed before men with supernutural 5%
ledge, being favoured by the Spirit ¢ wer?
with the high gifts of prophecy—suc e
Miriam, Deboruh, 1ulduh, aud Auna. Q
are noted for their sagacity und unders pidl
ing, for which juuecd they were prove o
—such as the wise woman of Teko: ed""'
she of Abel-Bethmaachuh,  Suroh lack® e
strong capucities of fuith, a.d strong “"‘?d of
faith of Rdhab, of Sumsou’s wmother, “';hrie‘
that alien woman whose taith wou from (',,
a biessing which then belouged ouly 0 . ;¢
lost sheep of the house of lsrael arch
have shown greater courage for he chuTen
aud munifested firmer resolution, thad e
Lhave done. Did not Deboruh e“c"‘;logﬁ
Burak to battle agaivst the inpmmerable pef
and iron chariots of Jabin, nud adveutd? ol
preseuce with him to the wur, whet Wi
her, heethe selected chumpiou—wis ,“ aw
0 gu?  Aud who couid be e 1esvit?
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‘ﬁopnr&'isb her life for God’s people than the
“beautiful Esther, when she uttered and acted
upon the memorable words, “1f T perish, I
perish”?  Others are fathous or memorable
for varions things. For attention to God's
word<~as the Virgin Mary, and as Lydia.—
For going far to seek knowledgb—as the
Queen bf the south to hear thé wisdom of
Solomon. For works of charity=sas Dorcas.
For works of pious zeal—as the women whose
busy hands in spinning and needie-work, help-
®d forward the labours of the tab®rnacle. For
fervency in prayer—~as Hannah. For patient
waiting on God in daily fasting and prayer—
as Anna. For the cordial entertainment of
(God's messengers for his sake—as the Shuna-
mite woman, as Lydfa, and as vne of the
Gospel Marys. For the fear of Gotheus the
midwives in Egypt. ¥ot courtesy to a mere
stranger—us Rebekalr  For humility and
patience—as the aged Naomi; and fo¥ truth-
ful and devoted affection—aus the beloved
Ruth. In Thessalonica, not only ¢ devout
Greeks,” not ouly huitble persons, but “ chief
women not a few,” Were among the first to
veceive the Gospel at the preaching of Panl
und Silus; and among the learned of Athens,

“en Arcopagite could not become a believer !

‘without a woman, Damaris, being joined with
him. What is there, in five, in which men
Liave been renowned, wherein some women
liave not been remarkable? In wisdom, in
fuith, in charity, in love to the word, in regard
for God’s servants, in fervent affections, and
in the desire of heaveuly things—in all these
there have been women who exeelled.  If men
‘have suffered imprisonments, cruel persecu-
tious, and bonds Por Christ—~women have
done no less. When persecuting Saul made
- Lavoe of the churchy not only men but women
were torn from theit homes and committed to
prison; und his cttimission had equally in-
Jurious respect to the helievers, “whether
they were meu or women.” Acts_vni. 3; ix.
2.~ And slthough e confine our illustrutions
. chiefly to the Scripture itself, it is impossible
in mentioning this, vot to call to mind the
pumerous illustrivus women who, in a later
age, were tortired, not accepting deliverance,
that they might obtain a better resurrection
and who might suy with Antre Askew iu the
prison hourcm—
« [ am not she that 1¥st
My anker to let fall
For every dryslynge mysts
My shippe's mubstancyal.”

Nuy, more than this, have not the female
worthies of the Seripture often, in many res-
Pects, surpassed the men of their own du
and eeneration?  Who entertained Christ so
much, so devotedly, and so often. as Murtha
and Mary?  Who are in any instanee said to
Luve cuntobuted te vur Lord's Lecessitics, but
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women? Who, of all the ordisary followers
of Christ, took note of the place where he
was buried, bit women? Who went first to

the sepulchre to anciut his body with sweet
spices, but women? In Acts xvi. 13, we
read of a cougregation of women to whom
Paul preached, being gathered together at the
accustomed place of prayer. They put a value
on social dvvotion, while the men were
strangers to the feeling.

Bome might count it tedious, were we to
tention ail the notable things reported con-
cerhing wonieh in the Holy Scriptures, and
the excellent graces that were bestowed upon
them. Yet we may not pass without a
theught, the knowledge which Priscilla shared
with her husband, in the ninistry of the
Gospel, which qualified her no less than him
to instruct even the eloguent Apollos; nor
Lois and Funice, by whom the well-beloved
| Titdothy was trained up in the knowledge of
‘ the Holy Scriptures; nor Persis, “who
| luboltired much in the Lord,” as many other
Cwotmen did. Phil. v, 3. But not to dwell
further on particular instances, it may be well
worth our while to note one great matter that
dererves to be meationed to their praise, and
to be kept in everlastivg remembrance. We
havt read of men ouce held in high esteem,
who became apostates—Iiemus, Alexander,
Philetus, and others; but never, by name, in
all the New Mestument, of o woman who had
onee been reckoned smong the saints, This
it gfeat honour. But not only have women
been th¥is hononred with extraordinary gifts;
they have been otherwise favoured with special
marks of attention from the Lord. To whom
but unto women did Christ first appear after
his resMtrection? Of what act did He ever
50 gpeak as to render it everlastingly metnora-
ble, save that woman's who poured apon his
feet her alubaster box of precious oiutment,
ahd to whom he promised that, wherever in
the whole world, his Gospel should be preached
there should Ler work of fuith be held i re-
membrance?

Nor do the honours rendered to women in
the Sacred Scriptures end here.  One of the
precious epistles of the beloved disciple is ad-
dressed to “the clect lady;” snd in the Old
Testament, two of the six unprophetical books
that bear the name of individuals, present
to us those of women—those of Ruth aud
Esther.

It is with the book of Ruth that we are
now concerned.  As this book appears to
: buve heen written for the purpose, principally,
i of tracing the genealogy of Linvid to a source
"most henorable, and us it does contuin a
| genealogy traced down 1o ki, it must have
, Lied wittel wuring bis 1igy, or svou after.
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Although it is expressly stated that the inci-
dents took piace “ in the days when the judge
ruled,” this beautiful history does, therefore,
connect itself as much with the period upon
which we euter as with that through which we
have passed. In one point of view, it is anap-
pendix to the book of Judges; in another, it
is an introduction to the history of the kings.
The simple and touching interest of the story
~the beautiful and engaging rural sceuery
which it exhibits—the homely and honest
manners which it describes—and the impres-
sive and heartfelt piety which pervades the
wiole, render it the most remarkable pictare
of ancient life and usages extant, and give us
a fur more complete idea of the real features
of Hebrew life, in the carly ages of the settle-
ment of that people in Canaan, than we could
otherwise possess. The young and the old
read it with equally absorbed interest; and
we bhave kuown strong and rough voices
break down with emotion in reading aloud
some of the passages that occur in the pro-
gress of the narrative.—[Dr. Kitto.

- e

WHAT I8 AMBITION?

This uestion is well answered in a hook
shat was the delight of the mothers and
grandmothers of children of the present day.

Two little girls, Lucy and Emily, had been
visiting a girl of their own age, who had
many more indulgences than they posscssed,
and this visit had made them discontented.
Their mother, who overheard their foolish
murmuring, spoke seriously to them of the
sin of ambition.

“I do not exactly understand, mamgma,”
said Emily, ‘““what ambition makes people
do.”

“Why, my dear,” said Mrs, Fairchild,
“suppose that Betty were ambitious, she
would be discontented at being a servant,
and wonld want to e like her mistress ; and
if I were ambitious, I should strive to be like
Lady Noble; and Lady Noble would want to
be like a duchess ; a duchess, if she were am-
bitious, would wish to be like the Queen.”

“ But the Queen could be no higher, so she
could not be ambitious.”

“ My dear, you are much mistakcn. When
you are old ¢nough to read history, you will
tind that when kings and queens yre ambiti-
oug, it does more harm c¢ven than when little
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people are s0. When kings are ambitious,
they desire to be greater than other kings,
and then they fight with them, and take their
kingdoms from them, and cause many cruel
wars and dreadful miseries; and more than
this, it bas often happened that when kings
have got all they could get in this world,
they have been desirous to be thought more
than men, and have caused themselves to be
worshipped as God. 8o, my dcar children,
you sce that there is no end to the mischicf
which ambition does. When Satan lived in
heaven, and in all the glory of it, he was not
content ; but he wanted to be equal with God,
and rcbelled against God ; in consequence of
which he was cast down into hell with his
angcls. When Adam and Eve lived in the
beautiful garden, and never knew sorrow, or
pain, or sickness, this wicked desire of being
great was the cause of their fall. Satan came
to tiiem, and told them that if they would
eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, which was in the midst of the garden

they should be as gods, knawing good and
evil; and they were ambitious, and wished
to be like gods; and so they took the forbid-
den fruit, and brought sin and death upon
themsclves and their children.  And so you
see, my dear children, that whenever this
desire to be great comes, it makes us unhappy,
and in the end may ruin us.”

“Indeed, mamma," raid Lucy, «I think it
is very true, for I have felt very unhappy ever
since the thought came into my head about
being as great as Miss Augusta.”

“But you say, mamma,” said Emily, « that
this wish is in everybody’s heart naturally ;
then how can we get rid of it?”

“In the same wmanner, my dear,” said he¥
mother, “that we mastcr any other sinful
inclination—through the help of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who came into the world 0
destroy all sin and all the works of the devil.
When you feel in your hearts, my dear chil=.
dren, those wicked desires arise--O thatl were
as great as such an one! or as clever as such
an one! or as pretty as such an one!—then
go into wome retired place, if you can, and
fall on your knces, and call upon the Lord
Jesus Christ, that dear Saviour who died for
you upon the cross, to take this great and
dreadful sin of ambition out of yowr hearts,
and to make you humble and contented with
whatcever things it may please God to give
you in this world. tLet your conversation
be without covetousnese ; and be content with
such things as ye have: for he hath said, I
will never leave thee, ror forsake thee '’
(Heb, xiii. 3).

Then Mrs, Fairchild showed to her children
how much God loves people who do not wish
to be great, and how he blesses people who
are lowly and huimnble ; and that he will take
such people to heaven, as he hath promiscd.
“ For whosocver exalteth himsclf shall be
abased ; and he that humbleth himself shall
be exalted” (Luke xiv. 11).




THE GOOD NEWS,

The Christian’s Anticipation of
Future Happiness.

Have we not all felt that the thought o

return, released from toil=sthe schoolbuy’s
coming holiday, or the hard-wrought busi.
ness man's approaching scason of relaxation
the expected return of & long absent and
much loved friend; is not the thought of
these, or similar joyous events, one, whigh
often intermingles without interrupting our
common work? When a father goes forth
to his “labour till the evening,” perhaps
often, very often, in the thick of his toils the
thought of home may start up to cheer him,
The smile that is to welcostie him, as he
crosses his lowly threshold when the work
of the day is uver, the glad faces and merry
Vuices, and sweet caresscs of little ones, as
they shall gather round hiim in the quiet
evening hours; the thought of all this may
divell, a latent joy, a hidden motive, decp
down in the heart of hearts; may come rush-
ing in a sweet solace at every pause of exer-
tion, and act like a sceret oil to smooth the
wheels of labour. The heart has a secret
trcasury, where our hopes and joys are often
gurnered, too precious to be parted with, even
for a moment.

And why may not the highest of all hopes
tnd joys possess the same all-pervading in-
flucnee? Have we, if our religion is real,
By anticipation of happiness in the glorious
future? Is there no 'rest that remaineth
for the people of God,” no home and Joving
heart awaiting us when the toils of our
harried day of life are ended? What is
earthly rest or relaxation, what the release
from toil after which we 8o often sigh, but
the faint shadow of the saint’s everlasting
rest—the rest of the soul in God? What
visions of carthly bliss can ever, if our Chris~
tian faith be not u form, compare with ¢ the
glory soon to be revealed?”  What glory of
eurthly reunion with the rapture of that hour
when the heavens shall yicld an absent Lord
to our embrace, to be parted no more from
us for ever? And if all this be most sober
truth, what is there to except this joyful truth
from the law to which in all other decp joys
our minds arc subject? Why may we not,
in this case too, think often, amidst our
worldly work, of the House to which we are
guing, of th: truv and loving Heart that beats
for us, and of the sweet and joyous welcome
that awaits us there? And even when we
Inake them not, of set purpose, the subject of
our thoughts, is there not enough of grandeur

in the objects of a belicver's hope to pervade |-

lis 8pirit at all times with a calin and rever-
¢ntial joyt Do not think all this strange,

natical, impossible. 1f it do secm 8o, it
tan only be because your heart is in the
tarthly, but not in the higher and holier

?

.
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hopes. No, my friends{ the strange thi
is) not that amidst the world's work we shoul
be able to think of our House; but that we
should be able ever to forget it; and the

Snticipated happiness may blend itself wit{ L stranger{ sadder still; that while the little

the work of our busiest hours ? The laborer’s !

day of life is passing=-niorning; noontide,
eveningz«each stage more rapid than the last
==while to miity the shadows are already fast
lengthening, and the declining sun warns
them that ¢the night is at hand, wherein
no man can work,” there shotild be those
aniongst us whose whole thodghts are ab-
sorbed in the business of the world; and to
whom the reflection never occurs, that soon
they must go out into eternity; without a
friend; without a home.—Caird.

GOOD OFFER.

Ir vtder that we may stimulate and en-
courage the efforts of young and old in Canada
to aid us, we offer—

A Yourn's Lisrary, consisting of 70 vols,,
value Ten dollurs, to any one who will send
us subscriptions from ~xEw stibscfibers for
One year, to the “Evangelizer” or “Good
News,” or both, beginning 1st Junuary, 1863,
to the amount of Twenty dollars: Or,

A Pasror's LiBrARY, consisting of 25 vols,,
value ‘I'en dollars, for list of new subscribers
to the same amount. Or,

A FamiLy Lisrary, consisting of 21 vols.,
value $7.50, for list amounting to Sixteen
dollars,

" 'We regard this as a very generous offer,
and one that should be taken advautage of by
almost every Sabbath School in particular, or
by any young person desirous of doing good,
and incrensing their stoek of books.

There js ample room in almost every school
section for our publications to be introduced
to this amount. There is ample energy to
collect the amount, if put forth and we hope
that many will exert themselves to gain this
desired end. Good will be done through our
publicutions, and good will be done by that
large number of volumes circalating from
house to house.

We will be glad to send specimen numbers
to all who intend to engage in the canvuss fo
subscribers.

ROBERT KENNEDY]

Prescott, C.W.
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Now PusLianep,
Aund for gale at 10 cents each, a Pamphlet on
THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE
' NEW EARTH.
By ik Rev. Parnick Gray, Kingsroxy.
We will send it b;;«;t to any individual
remitting that swmn, It may be procured from

any of aur travelling Agouty, or at the leading
Booksellers in the ecities aud principal towns,

Bcheme of Sabbath Schaol Lessons for 1863
Now ready, and sent by mail at 10 cents per
dozen.

THE GOOD NEWS.

A Bemi:monthly periodical, devoted to the Re-;
ligioun Eduecation of she old and youne.—Pablish-
edon the 1st and 15th of every month, at One |
Dollar,
© It ¢ontains:

1. Original and Selected articles, on practical
Religion,

2, Revival intellizenge and accounts of the vas
rious Christian movements far the amelioration of
society,

3. A Scriptare Lesgon far every Rabbath in the
year adapted to assizt parents and touchers,

4. News af the churehes in Canad .
5. A serman from some livikg ['reacher.
283~ Back nuinbers caun be supplied. gmg

THE GOOD

NEWS.

In this work all classes of our readers may eme
Rage, but especially would we like to enlist @
number of females, a8 we have alwuys found them
able and devoted distributors,

The Gospel Message.

Iaa munall periodical we publish monthly and is
substantially a Gospel tract of four pages, or two
(}o«agl traots of two pages each, or four Gosped
tracts of one page each,

It is well ndapted fop distribhution on the railway -
cars, steamers, at the dismissal of congregations, on
houschold visitation, and wherever Gospel tracts
can be cireuluted. .

Tn orcer that we may snpply these as cheaply a8
asible, the inatter of The Mesaage wilt nppear
rst for soine time in The Evangelizer: so that we

will be able to rend Que Hundred and Twenty
copies of I'he Gorpel Meusage Ly post to any part
of Canada for 50 centa,

To those who have the opportanity of acatser
ing, but cannot afford to purchase, ns many a8
they can circulate, we will be glad to supply them
gritis as far ax the Lord enables ws,

Foy the gratuitons circulation of Evangelizex
and Gospel Message,

Donations

Ave thankfully received. The scattering of
leaflets of truth, is with us a werk of faith and Ia-
hor of love, We spend our time, our talens and
our substanee, without expecting or desiring any
benefit, but such as the Lord sces fit to bestow—
sa that it He should stir up any of His peopic to
help us with their substance it will be thankfully
received and acknowledged.

THE EVANGELIZER.

A religious periodical, unsectarian in chatacter
and devoted exclusively to the advanccement of
the Kingdom of God in the world, i~ published to~
wards the end of every month, at 25 cents peran-
num, ar 50 ¢opicx of ane issue for a dollar.

The matter of The Evangelizer consistz of ar-
ticles ariginal and selected, und is adapted o ar-
ause sinners, direct inquireys, and quicken God’s
people,

lu order that the Lord’s work may be advanced,
we offer The Evangelizer for

Gratnitous Cilrenlation.

We aye anxious that our piper should cireulate
among the carcless angd the iutidelus well as awong
the religions.  Many of theze we know, will not
subscribe for, or support a paper ~uch as ours
but weo wish it to circulate amongst them, notwithe
standing, And the way it can be doue is this

Reader, suppose in your Jocality, school-section,
congregation, village or town, there are twenty,
thirty, or fifty families, or morce, which you could
conveniently visit once a month.  1f you wish to
do them good, send to us for as many papers as
there are families.  Ti there be tifty families, we
will send fifty copies eaclh month. Take them round
—hand them Kindly tu every one of the fifty who
will recieve them, no matter by what name they
are pamed. When you hand ¢hew in, speak a
word for Christ. It will be a gaod opportunity
for you. If you are not able to @o so, leave the

Colporteurs.

We have now Ten Colporteurs, who devote
their time to the distribution of our publications,
whom we commend to the Christian kindness o
those whom they vigit, and to the care and keep-
ing of the Grent Head of the Chwreh,

The sphere of usefulness ix wide, and the need of
Colporteurs great, so thatii amy young man 03
piety apd activity is disposed to enter on the
work, in convection with us they will be kind
enough 0 communicate with us direet

A Scheme of Sabbath Schenl Lessons for every
Sabbath in 1861, is supplied by post for tenm cent3

per dozey,
ROBERT KENNEDY,
. Prescott, €. W.

PRINTING

We have been enabled to add considerably %0
our stock and variziies of type so that we
are prepared to publish,

SERMONS, PAMPHLETS, TRACTS,

and anything else of a character kirdred to oul
publications,

1

PRINTED AND PVBLISHED BA ROBERTt
KENNEDY, Prescorr, C. W. to whum 8
communications apd contributions must be

Lord himself to speak through the papen

addressed prepaid.




