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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

—

The latest Inews of the progress of the
Ashantee war is satisfactory, The natives
are in a state of semi-starvation.

‘The ceremony of turning the firat sod for
the first railway in Persia took place on the
25th uls, at Respd, in the presence of the
leading Persian officials and of the foreign
consuls.

A fire in the Athensum Library, Manches*
ter, Sept. 24, destroyed 20,000 volumes.

Egypt now extends frem Alexandria to
the Equator. The slave trade bas been ex-
terpated, and the Nile will shortly be made
navigable up to the great inland sea, to
which its course has been traced.

A court martial his been ordered for the’

trial of Captain Werner, of the Steamer
Frederic Karl for the seizure of the Spanish
steamer Vigilante, while flying the red flag
of the Commune.

The debt of the city of Paris now amoauts
to $320,000,000 involving an annual expen-
diture for interest and sinking fund of £18,
©000,000.

Thomas Hughes gave a lesture at Marl-
boro' College last night, on the sabject of
America, He adnsed all who intended to
emigrate to go to "Canada or thg United
States, He spoke highly of the develOpe~
ment of the British Provinces, ~

A despatch from Berlin hints at financial

_troubles in Germany. Fancy stocks and
bank shares are not saleable and some baya
fallen as mugh as twenty per oent. There
is some talk of Government interference.

John Bright has received theseals of the
Duchy of Lancaster, and was formally in-
stalled as a Cabinet officer. . .

Special despatohés from Bt. ‘Petersburg
reports that a rupture has “océifrred in the
relations between the Governments of Rus
sia and Japan, growing out of the question
of the proprietorship of part of Sighaben
Island.

A despatch to the Daily Telegraph from
Balkash, Central Asia, reports a severe de-
feat of the Afghans by the Persians.

Two Eurepeans named Picquet and Rivers
supposed to be Swiss travellers, have been
murdered by natives in Central Asia,

‘There is reason to believe that the Af*
ghans design the conquest und anncxation
of Rolghara.

A writer in an English paper says ¢ there

“can be no doubt now that the Vienua ex-

hibition has proved a failure.  Vulgarly
speal&ing, “it is not paid,” There is, in-
deed, a growing impression that no great
exhibitions. in future can be a1 flnanecial
success. Lhe world is tived of exhibitionss.
They areno longer noveitiss, and therefore,
‘no longer attractive.

Mr. John [lawkshiw, the eminent civil
engincer, has been knighted by Queen Vie
torin. lle construoted the Manchester and
Bolton, and the Lancashire and Yorkshire
Railways, The Charing Cross and Cannon*
street line, with the two massive bridges
over the Thames is also his work. e has
published/ several pamphlets' on subjects
connected with engineering. [is chief
bcol\ is ‘ Reminiscences of South Ameri
ca .

Lnrge numbers of Carlist deserters are sut*
rendering to the republican troops in the
Province of Lerda, with hope of receiving
amnesty.

At a meeting of Conservatives on the 1st
at which Marshal Serranno and ; Admiral To+
pete were Jpresent, rosolutions suppoiting
the Government and rejecting an alliance
with Radicals were adopted.

The total casualties in Alicante!from]bom*
bardmant were eleven killed and thirty
wounded.

The army of the North h1s been reinfore
ed with 6,000 men.

Don Carlos, as King of Spain, has issued
postage stamps, bearing his portrait.

The Portland Board of trade favours a
renewal of reciprocal trade relations with
Canada.

Another revolation is expected in Hayli,

Col. John H. Stewart, postmaster of Titts-

barg,Pa., was arrestéd on Saturday, charged
with being a defaulter. There are numer-
ous complaints from business men of re-
poated failures of valuable letters to reach
their destination. Stewart gave bail,
Lowenstein, the alleged murderer ‘of
Judge Weston, Brooklyn, in Albany last

August, was taken there from Canada last
week and arraigned. he said he was oo
poor to employ counsel. His trial takes:
place on the first Monday in December. * -~
New Oileans special despatehcs, from *
Bremham and Bryan, Texas,to the Picayune
states that there are panics in these places
from an.apprehension of yellow fever which
has broken out in Calyert. o
There weresixteen yellow fever micrments.
in Memphis, on Monday. ‘Ihe weather is

-yery unfavourable for the abatement of the
"dizease,

In a skirmish in Java on the QOLb, with;;-

‘the insurgents, the Spaniards killed ten and

took several prisoners. The Spaniards had
eighteen wounded. There is panicky feel-
ing in ;[Javany among bankers and mer-
chants,

Col. Cox, pension agent for t he District of
Columbia, has recently paid 400 pensions
to American citizens residing in England,
Scotland, Wales, France and Prussii, and in
many instances to pensioners residing in the
islands of the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans,
not belonging to the United Stales. The
Unlted States is the only Government that
pays pensions {0 citizens who;have taken up -
their abode in other countnes )

James Gibbons, late President of the Fen-.
jan Brotherhood, died in Phllade)phn, on
Monday, aged 75 years. M

.

Admiral Yelverton has sunendelcd Lhem
insurgent men-of war seized by him ln ‘the .
Spanish Government,

Julian Roderick Benedict, a well Lno.m
German comic poet, is dead e
Muley Abbas, brother of the decensed
Emperer of Morocco, has been pro&hxmed

as his successor.

‘The election for Lord Mayor o«f Louuou
resulted in the choice of Mr. Andrew Lusk,
at present an alderman and also a membex
of Parliament. o

There was a large meeting at Dno;.he«h-’ ;
on Sunday evenmg in favor of the'releass of:
the Fepian prisoners, Several mdmbers &f °
Parhament were bpresent and parucnpated

-in the proceedings. s

" Louise Muhlback, the celebrated Gemmtt
novelist is dead,
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THE HOUSSA FORCE.

A correspondent of the Zunes, weiling
from Freotown, August 13. describes the
Houssa Force which has received so much
marked praise for their gallantry in Colonel
Festing's despatch from Elmina, as the
¢ English Turcos.s’ The forceis of a very
recent origin having been first raised about
eight years ago by Captun John Hawley
Glover, the late ndministrator of Lagos, who
in organizing s force conferred a benefit on
all the West Africa Settlements which ought
not ligbtly to be forgotten.

#The Houssa tribe, from which these
troops came, are an independent race of
Mahommedan negroes, who inhabit an ex-
tensive district which commences about 200
miles inland to the northeast of our settle-
ment of Lagos, and extends between lati-
tude 11 deg. and 14 deg. north, and longti
tude 4 deg. and Il deg. East. They are
very numerous and are a most wariike race,
bring nearly all soldiers, disdaining any
other purauit or occupiion. They bire
themselves out us mercenary soldiers to nlil
thesurrounding peopies. Captain Glover,
being struck by their military capabilitics.
aud having had numerous opportunities of
satisfying himself of tkeir desperate cour
age, conceived the idea of forming a corps of
ttem aud drilling them in English fashion
The experiment has turned out a wonderful
success. At first there was great difficulty
in drilling the earlier recruits, but now the
new recruits, with the example of their al-
ready trained fellow-countrymen beforo
them master tbe routine with wonderful
rapidity.

‘ ‘I'hey are all pure blooded negroes, aud,
as a rule, are fine, tall, soldierly looking
men. Like many of the other Mihomedan
tribes on the coast, they walk with a good
deal of swagger. They are light limbed and
somewhat spindle shanked, but in this ch
mate can, without ipjury, go through nu
amount of hard work and marching wihich
fatigue any other known force. Some offi
oers now on the coast who have seen service
in India have been much struck by the
mony poiuts of resemblance between the
Houssas and the Stkhs.  Although all Ma-
homedans, they are whatare popularly call-
ed on the svest coast of Africn ** Salt-water
Mahomedans.” This term is most usua!ly
applied to the Mahomedan tribes on the
sesn, who. from their intercourse with the
waites, have relaxed their principles, at
least, on the point ofnot partaking of intox*
icating drinks.

« Their uniform consists of a short jicket .

and loose Zouave trousers, which reach to
the knee, both made of blue serge and t:im
med with red braid. Their headdress con-
sists of a red fez, and they wear a largo red
scarf round their waists. They go barefoot-
ed 2nd barelezged from the knee downward.
They are armed withia Snider rifle and bayo.
net. ‘they, as a Tule carry one or more
dagger knives in their belts. These kaives
are their own property, and are not given
to them by Government. In action at close
quarters they hardly ever use tho bayonet,
nearly always usiog their clubbed muskets,
which they use with terrble cffect. When
going into action they generally advance
in loose skirmishing order with tremendous
yells, invokiug Allahand tho Prophet. They
induige in tho most extraordinary antics,
Jjumpinog nnd bounding about in tho wildest
way and ! randishing their weapons, and ap-

ear to lcela stern joy at the prospect of

attle. Although admirably suited to this
coast, the Houssas would not, probably
succeed if opposed to regular troops armod

with breechloadors. They cannot bo kept
in haad, and, regardless of all obstacles, of
tho naturo of the ground or of the want
of cover, rush on to dec’le mnttos at clcse
quarters.

s At Elmina, after their encounter xith
the Ashantees. they returned (o their
quarters singing & wild but martial air with
a atirring chorus, at each ropetition of which
they threw the'r nfles into the mir.  They
unfortunately, still retain many of their
savage tastes, notably a custom aof decapi-
tating the bodies of those they killin battle,
They, look upon it as a great grievance
that they are not allowed to orntment their
drums with the skulls of those they slay.
After the engagemeut at Dongaah they cut
oft the hewds of a pumber of the Ashantee
dead and brought them back tu their camp,
where they kicked them about as footballs
for somo time, and were with difficulty
stopped by their comm inder, Mr. Loggie. .
The Houssas are all fatalists, and firmly
believe thatas you are predcstined to die
at a particular time it is quite useless to try
and avoid deatis. This may nccount for
their complote disregard of danger  Itis
always necessary for the officers command-
ing them to bo on good terms with the
Mahomedan priest attached to his commmnd.
The privates are piid 13d. a day.  Except
when  actually in the field, they requive
neither rations nor any assistauce from the
Commissariat. They procure their own foo l.
They are capital joragers, but hive somo~
what looze ideas on the ownership of stray
goats, sheep, or turkeys they may mees
with  Goat's flesh is their favomite meat,
but their p .ncipal food is the cassava rant
beaten up into n thick paste called dombah,
They always have somo women with them—
about ha'f a dozen to each hundred men
—todo their cooking. They look upon it
as undignified for soldiers to do their own
cooking. They require little birrack ac
commodation as, except in the rauny season,
they always sleep outin the openair on o
simple mat, even on moonlight nighis. "They
repudiate with indignation the title of
policemen. Recently at Elmina when they
fourd that in an official publicition they
had been described as * Houssa Police,’ they
threatened to lay down their arms and re
turn to Liagos overland through tho bush, a
distance of som* hundreds of milesf they
were so ealled again.  They said they were
the Queen’s soldiers, and glad to fight for
her, but were not policemen. Theelder
men among the [oussas enjoy greatin
flueuce with the younger comrades, Few
among the lloussas, even of the non com-
missioned officers, can speak English, prob-
ably not more than about five orsix men in
each company. ‘lhe woids of command are
given to them in English, and they under-
stand thea. A reciuit takes but a very
short time to master the different wordsof
commnd. They also display great quickness
i mmastering  the difterent bugle calls and
go through the munual and platoon with a
steadiness which would do credit to » Line
regiment. Some of them hive i1cceived
some instruction in gunnery from Mr. Loggie,
and at a push crull work the guns in the
forts. They sare very obedient and are
orderly ecnough, except that they are noisy
in the ranks, cannot be prevented from
chattering and talking, They require to be
ruled with a very firm hand. If they like
their commanding officer and have confi-
dence in his courage and fuirness, he can do
anything with them and they will follow him
anywhere. On ons occasion recently the
officer in command of a detachment of them
believing that one of the Houssas under Lis

command bl been guilty of & yery gross
breach of discipline, beat him very severely
with astick while he wasin the ranks o1
parnde; afterwards discovering he had been
mistakon as tv the identity o! the calprit,bie
publicly apologised to the man h¢ tiddifent
en on the next parade,, “This Jgive
great satisfaction to,, the;; Hopdsas,
who were loud in theip !.?&ua' , of
their commander’s justice. None of the
Houssas hold lhigher rank than that of
sergeant.mnjor. ~ All their officers are Eng-
lish. Thevy are wveiy fuir marksmen, but
when urder fire they became so'excited-that
they throvs away very many shots.

* All the Houssas now on the Gold Coast
have been formed into one corps, and
placed under tho command of Captain Brett.
of the 2nd West Indin Regiment, who has
had good experience of bush fighting, and
distinguished himself greatly in the Quiah
war. He appears admirably suited for the
post, and has gained to a.remarkable degree
the confidence of the fierce and stern sol-
diers he commands, In any future engage-
ments Brett and his Houassas are sure to
givea good account of themselves, Ttisuo
easy task to find an officer whom the Houss:
as willingly obey. On several occisions
they have declined to be commanded by
officers selected for the post, having their
own ideas asto who arafit to command
them and who are noi. Among those who
have commanded them, none have obtained
greater ascendency over them than Mr., J.C,
Loggie, the Inspector General of the Sierrz
Leone Police. They require no eommisari
at, and but little barracks accommodation
and are not only fine fighting me», but
admirable soldiers to marck or undergo
severe fatigue. A force of them. well dis-
ciplined and “armed. and commanded by
men of the stamp of Brett and - Loggie, will
be sure to add to the prestige of the British
arms on tho West Coast, and with proper
discipline and time, could e easily broken
from the ferocious practices which know dis
grace their bravery.

Since the above was in type, the following
letter has appeared containing an important
correction and some additional informa
tion :—

¢ Sir,—In the Tim:s of to-day,as well as
in notices in other journals I observs that
whatever credit there may be in the raising
and organisation of the Houssa force has er-
roneously been given to Commander John
Hawtry Glover, who suzcceeded mé as Colon
ial Secretary and ILieutenant Governor of
Lagos in 1864, when I was obliged to return
to England on account of a gunshot wouud
in the head received in a severe skirmish at
Epé, when I was in  comman 1 of the tngos
Houssa Corps, which force I raisad, organis-
ed, armed, drilled, and led in a successful
action which proved their metal, asthey
attacked an repulsed n uative force some
thirty times their numbar. An acoant of
this appeared in the Zimes of the 13ih of
April, 1863, and again in the official report
laid before Parliament by Mr. Chichester
Fortescue, June 16, 1863. Iwas tho first
officer on the West Coastof Africa who found
ont and reported to Government the amen
aLility and special physical characteristics of
the Houssa race for military service, which
opinion I formed from the stanch bravery of
the run away slaves of that nation who
formed my huating gang in several explor-
ing expeditions into the iaterior, and I was
tho first who suggested their cmployment
aad enrolled them a8 a militdry-forco.
was tho first Colonial Seéretiry and Lient.~
Governor appointed to Lagosaftor its cession
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to British rule,nad,with Governor Freeman’s
consent, one of my first ncts was to raise
the Houssa Corps from the nucleus of my
private hunting gang. | collected the able-
bodied runaway Houssn slaves from the in-
terior, and from very crude material (with
no assistance, whatever) I shaped out ina
few weeks an eflicient, well-knit force
which did good service to the colony in the
hour of need, within a month after heing
ruised.

“The Colony of Lagos was then very
young, and its resources extremely limiled,
and Governor Freeman could only allow me
£300, o a pounil-a head, to equip 300 men,
80 their first arms wera old flint condemned
muskets of the year 1812, and matchets, or
cutlasses; while their uniform consists of red
woollen nighteaps and a jir ot cotten short
dramers. When incapacitated from the
severity of my wound, 1 handed over the
command of w:y Housea Force 1n Captain
Mulliner, of the 3vd West India LRogiment,
and it was not until the following year that
Lieutenant Glover, R. N., was appointed to
sueceed me,

¢ (Signed), .
* September 3.” H.A. Levrsoxn, Major,
late Colonial Secretary at Lagos.
—Broad Arrow, Sept. 6.

RIFILE COMPETITION.

Guarps' RirFLe ASsociariox
(Continued from Page 461.)

The matcheswere continued on Saturday
last (the 25th ult.), the weather was very
favorable for shooting, and the scores made
were on the average good. The following is
the prize list .

REGIMENTAL MATCH.
200, 504, »nd 600 vards.
Ist prize Col. Ross goll medal and $15,
Cutporal Sutherlando oo ool
2nd do. Major White's piece of plateard
$15, Sergt. Cotten. ............ .
3rd do, #12, Private Throop. ... .. .....

4th do. $10, Private G, White... ... ... 39
5th do. 88, Col, Sergt.Cairn............ 38
6Lh do. &7, Private Montgomerie ...... 35
Tth do. $5, Provate Gray. ... ...t 34
8th do. $4, Covporal Behan....... e 34
9th do. $3, Private Chateauvert......... 34
10th do. $2, Corporal Hughes.. ........ 34

BANDSMENS' MATCH.
200 and 500 yards.

Ist prize $7. Bandsman McEwan........ 18
2ud do. 5, Bandsman Greentield...... 17
3rd do. 3, Bandsman Brewer......... 12
4th do. 2 Bandsman Hounsell. ..... i1
5th do. 1, Bandsman Eiliott.......... 6

Only five competitors..
DRUMMERS' PRIZE.

Silver medal given by Mr,  eorge Suther-
lund, leader of the drum and fife band, 2
Yards, won by Drummer Cairns,

_The consolation miteh for beaten compe-
litors has yet Lo be fired off.
AGGREGATE PRIZES.

For the best aggregate score in matches
No, [, 2 and 3, silver badge of the O. R, A,
And $19,Corporal Sutherland. Second best,

10, Sergt, Gotton. —Free FPress.

CJOUNTY RIFLE OCOMPETITION.

~ The annual County competition came oft
M the St. Stephen Range on Fiiday, In
the first compeliticn, and 500 yards, five

rounds each, Pt. Denley won the associa-

tion medal and a money prize of $10, mking
34 points. Pc. Brawley made 33 pointa.,
and won the silver cup given by llon, John
McAdam, and $8. Prizes were also won by
Capt, McGee 33 points.,, Major McAdam
33pts, Major Stickney 32 pts., Capt. Hutton
31 pts., Pt. Jas. MecKinney 30 pts.,, Capt
Bixby 30 pts.

In the second competition. ranges 500
and 600 yards, five rounds, Capt. Bixby
made 30 pts.,, winning the county challenge
cup and $10 cish. Major Stickney made 29,
pts., and won Lt, Col. Inches' Boat prize of
€10 and $8 in money. Prizes were algo won
by Capt. Hutton 29 pts.,Major McAdam 29,
Gunner G. Chase 27, Gunner .. Chase 26,Pt.
Denley 26, Capi. McGee 25, Ensign Milliken
25

I'he third competition, range 400 yards,
seven rounds was for $40 in money given by
the St. Stephen and B.N.A. Banks, The win-
ners were a8 follows: Gunner E Andrews
27 points, Capt. McGee 25, Junner Geo.
Chase 24, Sergt McMcKinney 24. Pt. Capt
Hutton 24, Lieut Marks 24 Pt. Brawley 23,
Gunner L. Chase 23. In the consolation
match prizes were taken by Pt. McAdam

18 points, Pt Denley. 17, Sergt. McMullen | '

13, Capt. Poliey 13. Gunoer Handy 13.
Gunner Geo. Polley 12, Gunner S.An'lrews
11.—8¢. Croix Courier,

MANITOBA RIFLE ASSOCIATION MEKTING.
(From Manitoban, Sept. 20)

The first prize meeting of the Manitoba
Rifle Association will begin at their ranges,
St. Bonaface, on Thursday. 25th instant.
I'he Council of the Association have been
very energetic in making arrangements for
a successful meeting, and have been so
zealously supported by the public that they
are able to offer a large number of prizes,
as will be seen by the list published be-
low.

Two turgets have been put up on the
Association ranges, which permit of firing
at 600 yards ; but next year it is intended
to increase the number and also to secure a
full length range.

The shooting for the varivus prizes will, as
far as possible,be in the order of publication;
but the council will be governed by circum-
stances in regulating this matter.

The rules and regulations to be observed
are calculated to meet every exigency that
is likely to arise, and so secure fair play and
good feeling amongst the competitors.

The raugea will be ready on Wednesday
next, and parties desirous of practiging can
obtain all information necessary from the
Secretary.

The Oflicers of the Association are :

Patron—His Honor the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of the Province.

Vice-Patron—The Honorable Donald A.
Smith.

President—George B. Spencer, Esq. 1st

Vice-President—Hon. A. G. B. Banna-
tyne. ) '

2nd Vice~President —Hon. Capt. Schultz.

Council—Major Irvine, Hon. Capt. How
ard, G. McMicken, Esq., Major Keonedy, E.
Brokovski, Esc}., Ion, Dr. Bird.

Ex-officio—The Deputy Adjutant General
of Manitoba ; the Presidents of County As-
sociations, who are members of the Manito-
ba Association ; Commanders of Volunteer
Corps, who shall affiliate with this Associa-
tion,

Secretary and Tressurer—Capt. Geo. F.
Carruthers.

. The following are prizes to be competed
or :

ALL COMERS’ MATCH,

Open to all members of the Association,
Ist prize, presented by Mrs. Alex.
Morris, a field glass, value $10
and $15 cash added by the As -

(4707 T $25 00
2u0d prize,presented by the Ladies.. 20 00
dued prize.... L .ieieiiiaiaLL, 15 00
4th ¢ fiveat$s ............. ... 25 00
5th “ Manitoba Gazette for one

Year. .. ciiee.. 200

) _ $87 00
Five rounds at 200 and 400 yards each.
Position,shoulder at 200 yards. Any position
at 400 yards. Eatrance fee, 50 cents.
Mercuants' MaTtes.

Open to all members of this Associa-

tion.
Istprize...... ................. $25 00
2nd ¢ e PO 20 00
3rd v e 15 00
4h L 10 00
5th “ tenat@5each............ 50 00
Bth ¢ fiveat $2each............ 10 00
o $130 00

Five rounds at 200, 300, and 400 yards.
Position,shoulder at 200 yards. Any position
at tho other ranges. Entrance fee, 50
cents.

Company Martca.

To be competed for by five officers, non-
commissioned officers or men from any
Company of active militia in this Prov-
ince.
1st prize, presentcd Ly F. Buchanan,

Esq....... e e, 825 00
2od “ L . 20 00
3rd e e e 15
4th . .. ..., . 10 00

$70 00

Five rounds at 400 and 600 yards. Any
position.  Entrance fee $2.50 per com-

any.
P Hox. H. B. Co’s. Maton.

Open to all members of the Association
who are bona fide residents of this Province.

1st Prize, a piece of solid silver plate
value.....oooceiiiiiuii L. $100 00
2nd Prize,a golid Silver Cup or piece
plate, presented by the Hon.
D.A. Smith................... 60 00
160 00
Each prize to be the property of the mem-
ber winning itin two corsecutive years.
Five rounds at 400 and 600 yards. Any
position. Any competitor not scoring 8 pts.
at the first range to be disqualified. En-
trance free.

Provixce or MaxitoBa Marod.

Open to all members of this Associa-
tion.
Ist Prize ¢ Marquette County Prize,”

cash, presented by R. Cunning-

ham, Esq. M, P.........co..... $30 00
2ud Prize, ‘‘ Lisgar County Prize,’”’ a

Silver Watch presented by the

Hon. Dr. Schultz, M. P., value... 30 00
3rd Prize, a Cup, presented by H. S,

Dopaldson & Bro., value $10 and

$5 cash added......... Ceerenan 15 00
4th Prize, Meerschaum Pipe, present.-

ed by Mr. Alloway, value $5, and

$5 cash added. . ... eeeeiaen . 10
5th Prize, a gold mounted cigar hold-

er, presented by~ Messrs. Mercer

& Villiers, value. . .............

00
. 6 00
6th Prize, Manitoban for one year.... 2 00
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Tth Prize, Soda Water presented by . BL!'LES. - - 77te. WENTWORTH Barr. ..
“Mr. ABegg. ..o .ol 200} The riftes slialt. bo classified as follom —

e ,l 0°00

' 895 00

CTNyE rounds at 300 and 400 yardq Any

Ha!! Enlmwe Fee 50 centss Yo \"‘f
s SMaLL Bork MaTeH. - \

Open ‘to uiiy! Member of the A‘ssocmtxon
For small bore rifles only- -

8th I’nze ‘ten: nf §l ench,.x....

IS Prize......oooiiiiiiininnnn. ..
Ind . ..... oneeeean ..
:;i[d‘;f‘ ........ ‘..f.

h™ ! Pree Presg fot oge. ear.. .
5th ¢ ﬂeof‘ $2 00 .f ’ x

e 1

o ! i B N $42 50
™ Five rounds of 400 and 600 yards. ‘Any
positiop. Eatrance Fee $1 00. P

(\’ PRJZES TO HIGHEST AGGREGATE SGORES‘ '

rize to the 1ughest aggregale .
L b 4and 5.. $200p

,coren ln Matches 1, 2,
b ,..J......;.1500
...... .L................_]OOO
,n Vil e m——
\ - Msw

ok "I‘ﬁ Brstey 'I‘nmmxm. Prizd, "

.Bemg 1he: mwlt of a colleotmn :mde
under the auspices of His Royal Highness
the Duke of Camibridge. and the R‘ght
Honorable the Lord Mayor of London, Eng-
12nd. and committee of dlstmgmsbesj noble-
nen and gentlemen during the ‘mayoralty
of "Alderman’ Besley, as a testimonial,
mark the feeling. entertained towards. the
Canadian Active Militia, for thelr oynlty
and valor.

To.be shot for by enrolled members of
the Provinée of Manitoba only, subjeot .to
special instructions from the Militia Depart-

!‘? Mg‘rtm i-Herry Rifle and 500 rounds
cit! of ahmnniwon, nhddav‘.... 215 00
Five ‘rounds’ at 200, ‘500 --and 600.—!
Position,—From the shonlder at 200 yards,
any nogition at other ranges, Entrance
feo, 81.. . U
. Narives!; Mazou. -

RARF IR ON

Open-,lo natives. of the Province os Mani<
toba and the North West Territories: only,
whoare memhers of this Asioeintion.:
lst prize, presemted by Hon. A 6. B.:

Bannnt,vne - §20 00

Lasee s

2nd..-¢ . presented by J. McGregor,
(B qu .......................... 00
Kive rounds. at.200, 300 and 400 yards

\ny rlﬂe, .and any position.—Entrance fee,
ifty centa.

P lf"i

Coxeounou Martou. .,

Wmners of

-

'mpetitors at this meeting.
.1 prizes not debiarred.

(st prizé_presented by J. G. Stewart.-
Esq. $10,added $5.............. $15 00

R I R R N L N R AP

lld ------------------------
tth ¢ B'urel of Beer, [-resented by -
the'Man. Brewery Co......
5th ‘¢ five of $20ach. iupu....... 19
Five rounds d¢ 200 «nd 500 yards.—Awy,

A2 | on the ground..

ety

'Oben {o "4l ‘Gnsuccessful Snider Enﬁeldy hi

' Class I.—Riftes: nf bona k¢ Governmen:
pmern; and ¢ lmrmg the Go'ammmv‘w&’
év's ark,t i1 I ‘ A
* 1. Minipsum pull of triggar 6 lbr ot

;2 Sights ' steietly ' ih’ aéoordancef mlh
Government pattern.

-3, -Any pad or shoe forithe’ heek mlaGe of
thé bnt ":dtmttmg qf rémovaT and' thereby
allowi n& vdriation ‘at pleasure’ in ' (he
!et(x:% lbe skck hatl be disaHowed.

adk ’l’[ “‘.&hy ﬂe,' m:\ximﬁm wexghﬁ

o nn
o
2 Minimum pull of tnggcl 3 lbs
N. B.—Sighté may be blackned, but
white, ved, or othci' oolaurmf' m‘\tter shiall
notbe '}llore’d gt
' AﬁMu\"n‘IOV

In slbuompeuhoni restricted to Aouve
Mllltm and . Enfirld AN~ Gomers,; none but
the Goveromeint ammuasition;shall be used.
The ammurition so issued- ahau :in-na w:y
be tampeted with. .. ./ o

2. 1n All Comers’ any Rifle Uampeuuons.
unless gtherwise upomhed,.nny nmmumhoh
may be used. '

SIGHTING.

1. Tickets Tor sighting shbts,” price 124
cents each, will be sold at the office pr ovxdeu
for that purpose, or by the executive officers

pﬂo
sq )

teles-
f,’: d?sai

to .the squgd commupder wheuashof. &
taken. - Such . tickets .to Told. ,£00d in any
,ma-tch during. the«commmmc of the meet-

2. Any compgautm Joouuug the squad
when. the first yound of, sighting shots has

beqn fired, shn]l be. restrioted to one uxghb— '

ing shot.

com;ia ' the number of rounds prescribed

by the conditions of a competition shall be

allowed one sighting shot when suchm

petmou is resumed. o
- ENTRIES. -

No ' entries- shitll be'made foi ary compe-
titloh after the' ﬁrmg ’l‘or such competition
has commenced. |

Issue of Firing kaets —ang tickets
shall be issued undet thé following con-
ditiong:— -

That shogld & competitor lose tis ticket,
omit to'take it-to ‘he frine ‘pointy or fail’ to
attend it the Hour detailed by the Exec
tive Officer, and 80 by his own negléct mics
the opportunity given to him of compeling,
for the prize for which his ticket was issued,
is: claim ‘on’the Association in' regard to
such competition shall be cancelletf

That any erasure’ or - substitution -of vne
name for unothen shall leuder lhe ucket

-invalid

Competmons for‘the second ‘stages of any
prize shall be considered as matches. . -

Al 'the Competitions on ‘the groudd wifl
be subject to Police regalations.”

‘Uniléss’ otherwiss: ordered, the shooling

“They will. be. delivered up '

mm whe at gan five . haveiot '

© present on parade,

Thls”Bnuahon his just returned from
catfrp; it Dundas, where tbey htWé puz In
thetrieight days drill. '

" “"Tlie’ Battalion xsoompoeed ofsix oo(npim-
ies. as ‘follows

‘No. 1, Dandas—Commanded by ) tﬁn
Okg:  Lieut. Bertiahm whe~ 41" tidni o
sioned officers and menthi '+ b T

No. 2. Wntordowu—Commanded b; Clpt
McMonfed. Licuteuant Ryass; Enngn' Bell,
and 48 ndn comhissioned ofioers - hnd»u;en

“No. 8, Biftbrook—Commanded by 'Cip-
tnin Hoey, Fieutenant Fletcher, Emigﬁ ‘Al
kers, aud 39 non-commmioned oﬁwﬂ ind

R!‘:o 4 B‘everioy—Commanded by  Lieul,
Young, 45 non'commxssxoned ofﬁoerhnd
men
No. 3, S¢ltﬁeet Comma.nded b n
Cnrpemer. 346;1_ nant 80!1.’ Qﬁﬁh
Carpenter, and 49 ponoommqupedofﬁqexs
aod rpen

No, 6, Glunford—Commanded by Capt.
Bethuue, Lieut. Waldpr, Exmgn Wells, and

52 non commisa cersan m
‘Lhe. Field, Oﬂﬁzera are :—Ljeut. egolblml
Brown, of ‘Binbrook ; Major Gwyn of Dyn.

das ; AdJul.am{Walker of Ancaster; MaJor
Glasgow, of Waterdown, Paymaster, Quar:
termaster, %uler, Dundas ; Surgeon Walker
Dundas, and Assistant Surgeon urkholder.
-—Grand River Sachcm

CO L IEF'SPO N DENOE

19 I uto: aaa: not Mld Mmulf mpomiblo 1o
individual expressions of opinion in communi-
sationaaddresied o the VOLUNTEREREVIEW,

THE KNOWLTONVILLE CAMP, P. Q.

L ——r-
From @ correspondent of the Vor. REv. .
“‘I'be nbove camp, béuutifully sitdited on
the shiores of Broome Lake, about half amile
from the pretty village of Knowltonville,

" Esstern Townships, terminated on Puesday,

the 23rd Septembeér. The Sutton Troop of
Gavalry, Captain Boright, and 520d Regi:
ment, Dominion Militia, Colonel lel being
the only corps present. Lisut. Colmgl Ba-
con, Acting D, A, G, Military Distriét No. 5.,
accompanied by LieutenantColonel Fletcher,
C. M. G,, made his inspection.of this small
force on the 220d, and owing to the sudden '
anll serious indisposition’ of the distriot pay~
muster, the Hon. Captain Aylter, (late of
11 M. 5th Fusiliers,) perforiied the duly of-
that officer in mustering the men and how
The cavalry who have
been under the g¢haige of Lieut,Colonel

' Lavelace, (late of the, Rurkish Imperial Cav-

alry. &c.) went through the stord exereis®;”
troop movements,mounted ahd di -H:oumdd
1 service, in & manner that_ ehcxf.od ‘much

shall begin dafly at'9 :in., - nd cedse at ’J praise from the I“SPOO““K Qm“": who coms-
noon. It nha!N)e resuimed av 1 p. . uhd plimented the Lieutanany;folonel on ,tlw:

ceate'at 5 p

position, —Emmnce fee, Fify oenis,
BALLABD RirLE Mar0m. :

uyeﬂ “Cpen Po 41l thembéry of the Asaoc;wuon L
Zch c&ﬂt)eﬁtoif to’fire’ in mrn out of the
prﬁe rifle itgedf, - i l

Pme, Rtﬁor ﬁ?embd by ,J. II,. Mey -

Tavish, Esq. value. .. ............8$30 00
Five rounds st 400 yards.. Any position
—Entrance fee, $1.

| rsult ol Lhe instruotions imparted by ‘dint
above tnatches. will b prepyied ‘to 'lppval" to LLis newly raised and well mounted 50 13~
in*dhiform withodt sids arms. { of Canadian yeomanry.

If the funds of the Association will pog i That very popular offirer, Colonel Hally
mit, prizes: will b subsequently add. d. j of the 32ud, the Commandant of, Kmyﬂm

Parties wishing to present nL(llll Wizes “
can- do 80 Ly muking héir lulrlllllu;)s l v'"e'u““" Jinn repewed,eﬂ)qmnt ',::m,"
Known to the Uresident or T@sicLay uny troin Major‘Mansotr and'Adjutent |

lm all appertaining to the drill and discip

Vi /

. ‘Voruntéens crmpemw i iy of the

time before the 2Ok ingt.
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lina of his segiment, and tho henith of the
ofticers nnd men been well ened for by Sur.

geon Ihamilton, nd  Assistant  Surgeon
Wood.

The Cwalry would have had n much
smarter appoarance, hid the regulation

been enforced of long boots and strapped
spurs nothizg looks more unsoldierly and
untidy, than overalle without strips aud in
100 many instanoes, boots without spurs,

The 52nd hive n very good Band, well
uniforme ! aul in marked comtiast to the
vory many recruits of the corps who were
obliged > turn out, without regimental
clothing or forage a1ps,

On the day of inspection e ground was
crowded with vigitors who appesied to take
much interest in tir proceedings

Knowltonville Sept. 26. 1873

MANHOOD vs. MACHINERY.

‘or the Vou. Rev,

'he Review has for n long tune Leen pro-
Wfic in copiou. rxtracts from the best wilic
tary works, u. .0 4.~ ko1t it readers well in-
formed upou the twcuva! nnp veints of
the day—if adopted innovations :tre such--
and of the progress of new inventions for
the destruction of life. [t must Lo confes
sed, there is much to disgust the old sol
dier, on the glovting oaver, und tone
of triumph which pervales the descrip
uve Jdetails of the engines of wholesale slan.
ghter, The old campaigner ean find but
httde s wdmize in the fact that a puif of
steam, o1 the touch of 2 spring should so
f r neutralize manbood,as 1o place the puny,
rickely, pigmy oa a ivvel—%in wu’s rude
pyme’ —with that prompt. dauntless gallan-
ty which was ever anxious to civse with its
enemy, and equally prepired and capable of
cuduring cheevtuily thie toils of the mareh,or
privations of camp und bivouic. The type
of men to whom I alluilé, it issuperfluous to
say,ever evinced « readiness ¢y face therisk
"ot miking up the quots of tho hecatombs
it victory might demand, but if adevlish
modern ingenuity necessitates u holocnust
tor the same result, it will be found 1ather
too much for tho digestion of the most in-
veterate fire cater.

We have all heard of the adventurous
Yankee, swho in falling mnto 2 coal mine,
found a lower depth still, as it would appear
bis gyrations only censed by his being
tronght up all standing among the subter-
riins. A people, who, along with other pscu.
harities, have no wars. But it is only fair
toobserve, that this blissful peacefulness
ms not due to tho pseudo-philantrophy,nor
to those myslic, high-toned moral convie-
tions which constituted the key noto of the
Bright-Cobden peace at any price policy ;
but from the very improper fuct that each
wember of the community prepared a sub:
vlance called virri), the use of which offen-
sively, was instantaneous annihiliation., Is

lit that man is abaut to be confounded by
his own devices ? and that the research of
the chemist,«nd ingoenuity of the machinsy,
shall find something upon oarth equivalent
to tha virril of tho lower regions, and wars
hecomeo impossible ? Then Othelloo’s accu-
pation is gone,

Did I not fear to occupy too much of your
spire and clinch verbage with discoursive-
ness, | would hive haasrded a few desultory
rem-rks upon the confusion worse confound-
ed which distinguished the Dartmoor taz
lics.

Samruun,

New Hamburg, Sept. 1873,

HISTORY OF THIE MENNONICES,

In refurence to tho Mennonites, who are
about to settle in Manitoba, we find the fol
lowing scrap of history in the editorinl col-
umns of the New York Times- ‘The history
of the German colonies in Russia is & very
long but deoply interesting story. Without
attompting even to summarire it, we may
indicate some of its leading points. In the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries, the Baltic
provinces of Livonia und Esthonii were co-
lonized by successive companies of German
merchants, knights and priests. Thoe Sla
vonic aborigines were Christiinized, and
brought under a kind of feudal subjection
by the new camers, who erected the pro
vince in which they had settled into a te-
derate state, which ranked as a private fef
of the Germun Empire, snd owned the spi-
ritu1l supremacy of tive Pope. The bishops,
the burghers, and the koights of the little
confederacy did a good deal of hard fighting
mmong themselvyes, till by and by tboe Retor-
mtion,whose doctrines they acknowledged,
changed the relations of the members of
the commonwealth, and the pressure of for-
eign invasion compelled them to adopt a
united policy. Livland, as the German $al-.
tic provinces wero collectively called, ac-
knowledged successfully the supremacy of
Poland and of Sweden, but finally in 1817
became under Peter the Great a portion of
the Russian Ewpire.

Among the articles of the Peace of Ny-
stadt, formed between Russia and Sweden,
13 to be found the charter of the libeities
of the Baltic provinces. A solemn engage.
ment was made, which lussia has been try-
ing to evado_cver since, *‘ to acknowledge
and respect in those provinces the asceml
ancy of the Lutheran Church, of German
law and language, and of 1he hereditary
institutions of the land.” Under the ele-
vating Influences of an evangelical religion,
of a comparatively froe press, and of u tho-
roughly popular system of education, the
Baltic provinces have grown and prospered.
‘The chief city Riga,is the centre of the com
merce of the Baltic: their university, Dor
pat, supplies professors, doctors and tutore
to the half of Russia, while men of Baltic
descent appear among the most eminent
names in the higher departments of the
public service of Hussin, Todleben, the de:
fenders of Sebastopol, came from the Baltic
provinces ; Kauffman,the military Governor
of Turkestan, bas = similar origin,and there
have boen Phslens, Brunnows, Krudners,
Budbergs and Stockelburgs as eminent in
Russian annalsas they were unmistakeably
German in origin and education.

Tho emigration from the Baltic provinces
into Russia proper bas been incessant, and
the direct emigration from Germany has

been incessant too. Tho Russian methods
of ngriculture are semi-barbarous anl the
communistic system of farming the lan ! hias
prevented their improvement. By way of
inciting the natives to more intelligent
effort in this direction, Germun agricultural
colomes, with liberal privileges, have heen
established in various partsof Russin. 1t is
statad on competent authority that ¢ these
colonies which most preserve the costumes.
implements, and dialects of those parts
of Germany from which the first sottlers
emigrated. contain several hundred thous -
and souls, and with them in wealth, order
and careful Inbor no vLody of Russian pens
anls can compure.”” The great mnmjority
of these colonists are Lutherans, some of
them are Mennonites, a very fow onlyare
Roman Catholics, while the number of Ger-
mans who have been proselytized to the
Greek Churchis absolutely insignificant.

There are. it will bo seen, two distinct
classes of Gorman colonists in Russia, the
descendants of those who wera incorporat-
ed with the Russian Tmpire two centuries
ago, and the actual settlers or their child-
ren, who have emigrated from Germany
durivg the last generation or two. The
growing importance of both these classes
under the influence of the policy of modern
Russia has o somewhat similar origin. 'The
groat motto of Nicholas, * one God,one Czar,
one language,” has been wused with
irritating effect agaiost the religion and
the freedom of speech of both the ‘Ten-
tonic people on the Bullic and the Ger-
mun colonists throughout Russia, Smce
Futhetland becamie united and power-
ful, the German spe.king subjects and
residents of Russiv have borno with less
meekness than  heretofore the perpetual
assaults of the adherents of the political
gospel of Fanslavism. tlow these havo
been preseuted in the Butic provinces
may be judged from the following passige
from a pamphlet written by a professor of
history at Dorpat, a pamphlet which cost
him his chair, ** We have always been faith-
ful to the Emperor ; we have never shrunk
from the greatest sxcrifices, even when they
were required of us in support of a bud sys-
tem ; we are willing to be Russified, if you
can da it by legal means, and by convincin
us of tho superiority of your intellectua
culturs ; but wo protest against the method
which you adopt. As long us you have no-
thing to offer but an agricultural system,
which would turn our country into a wilder-
ness, achurch which sanctions the most ab-
Jeet Caxsaropapism, and as long as you have
0o other mears of propagandism but brute
force. we shall maintainour institutions and
our autonomy tothe very last, ® o* ¢ ¢
The inhabitants of a country which for 700
years have lived under German influence
cannot in & fow years bo transformed into
Russians ; you muy cripple the strength ol
an aged tree, you way cut it down, but you
cannot transplantit like a sapling, nor com-
pel it to produce another kind of fruit by
compulsory grafting. The Baltic provinces
are patiently suffering under persistent vio-
Intions of their constitution. "These people
probably conclude that the time for redress
sy come ere long.

A curious and beautiful effect was Iately
produced by a block of manufactured ice
in the course of experiments in Philadelphia
In tho centre of the cake, ¢ mpletely en-
closed by the translacent materisl, was a
bouquet of fresh flowers. Every leaf and
blossom §was perfectly visible, while the
brillianey ot the colours was enhanced by

the refraction through the ice.



474

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

[OcroBER T, 1873,

CONTENTS OF No. 39, VOl. VII.

PorTRY. —
Autumn Song

EDITORTIAL.—~.

Admiral Yelverton and Spanish Ironginds. . 462
The Spider as amatch rifle........... ....... 462
W ench indemnitv. ..., i ... 488
11,8, National Rifla Ascaniation. ... .. . 468

The late Empe

rov’s collection of arms
Tacties....... .. ...

. 462
. 464

Trajectory......oouiennn . .. . 465
The News of the WeeK..icveeroironeunaeies 457
RIFLE COMPETITION.— .
: Dominion Rifle Asgnclation....c...oovuinees Agn
Provineial Rifle Match.....o.coooonen ... 481
* Guards’ Rifle Associatlon...e...ovvvvnvnn . fﬁl
SELECTIONY.— b

7 The Nat'oral Rifle Assacthtion.:.fl . 0.
* How the Colanest loat Wiz Ooffae Pot. :
" The Dartmoor.Campiqf EXereise: ..... ... 486

REVIEWS . .oviiiiiiiiiniiensnnaniveas™ viee. 465
MILITIA GENERAL ORDERS. .. oooeeulls 138 and 468
REMIITANCES,.... ... sopr-eeas. 488

¢ datuntoer Bevitw,
. A . . ~.o.xn, . B
MILITARY AND NAVAL GAZETTE.

¢ Unhribed, unbought, our swords weAdqvlw,,
“To guard the Monarch, fence the Law.”

OTTAWA, TUESDAY, OCT. 17, 1873.

To CorresroNpeNts.—Letters addressed to
_either tha Editor or Publisher, as well as
Communications intended fot publication,

must, invariably,be pre:paid. Correspon
dents will also bear in mind that one end
ol the envelope should be left open, and
at the corner the words ‘ Printer’s copy !’
written  and a two or five cent stamp (ac-
cording to the weight of the communica-
tiou) placed thereon will pay the postags

Duiixe a late discussion in the British
House of Commous, Mr. Goscaex, the  First
Lord of the Admiralty (save the mark), on
being closely pressed us to the doings or
proposed doings of that remarkable Board
under Whig Radical rule, let fall some mys-
terious hifits of a great design ; in fact a per-
fect mountain in lahour which afflicted {he
department at that time, Brood Arrow.of
23rd Angust, elaborates, as far as possible,
this great birth of the official brain fever,
which, it sppears we are to have after four
years pretention ; during which period of
course the works of tha English dock yarda
and the politioal affalrd of the world must
stand still, a second steel clad springarmed |
¢ap apea from the brain of the Admiralty
Jupiter. . .

MoxtLay, in bis history of the * United
Netherlands,”” rclates how the people of Ant-
werp, daring their miserable siegq by the
Spaniards under ALexANDRR FaNmex;.ex-

“INavy 38 an unjustifiabls expenditure of

“|new ircnclads of the most powerful types ;

{ciples of the inaotionisis, was laid down . by

a navnl ‘cariosity,confidbntly styled Fin de la
Guerre; he also states the fate of that vessel
abthe end fitlie war. Aud weurestrongly in-
clined to believe the. Inflezible will be about
as useful as ornamental, Lut we hope there
will be this difference, that tha English peo
ple will refuse 10 be any louger daped by
Charlatans. :

“In its views upon naval matters the Byit-
ish public séems to be somewhat evenly di.
vided between those people who aré content
to believe that the British navy, ‘however
neglected and however badly administered,
must throughout all time command the su-
premacy of the seas, and those on the other
hand, who will never adinit that they havea
fleet at all, no matter how active our dock~
yards may be, or how lavishly supplies may
be granted by Parliameont for ship building
parposes. The one -olass can never be
brought to realize the necessity for contin-
ual vigilance and comstant progress. and
they look upon every rdditional vote for the

public money ; the latter class: are always
pdinting 1o the navies of Foreign: Powers,
and contrasting the most formidable iron-
clads of Russia, Germany and the United
States with the least powerful of our own
shipe, and trey consider their case conclu-
sively nnd triumphantly established if it
canuot be denied that the combinad fleets
of the world would be mere than a match
for our Channel Squadron. For some time
past it would seem as if the A miraity had
been halting, almost paralyzed, between
these two opinione ; afraid to offend the eco.
nomical objectors to ¢ bloated armaments,”
they have refriined from commencing any

anxions, however, toshow 10 the slarmisis
their activity and zeal, they have Leen busy
with Committees on’' Naval Construction,
Committees on Ships’ designe, and have for
warded the completion of such sbips as they
bad in hand, and made aa great a show as
possible with a few new gunboits, useless
gun- vessels and dockyard eraft. The true
via media between the panic policy of the
alarmists and the let alone do nothing prin-

Mr, Childers in 1869. Whether he was right
in his estimate of the actual requirements
of the country matters little— that is a detail
which the calculation of experienced ofticers
would determine—there can Le little doubt
however that essentially his theory was a
correot one, thit, to prevent the decay - of
the Navy, to prevent the enormous burden
of increased taxation, whenever a period of
panie should set in, ta guard aga.ust the
wild experiments and lavish waste of money
to which such a panic as experience teaches
invariably givearise, the annual rate of ship

'building should be determined, and, unless
in very exceptional cirecutnsiances, should
be rigidly adhered to. I'here is, of course, a
certain annual waste in the Navy which
ought to be year by year supplied, and it is
probable. that this amounts to preity much
the same thing yesr atter year. There is a
-certain steady advance in the naval force of
some Continental powers, and this should
be niet by s steady and weil considered aug-
mentation Lo our own fleet. Lt this prin-
ciple be but once accepted and estab-
lished as a rule, for the guidanceof ihe Ad-
miralty, :and we should henr very. few coni.
plaints, either from the economista ¢ punie
mongers. The Estimates would annually
average about the same, and mea.would get
sccustomed towhat appeared to be the nor-

increase in the navy would be observable
year by year, embodying all the latest dis-
coveries i scienoce, and no colour of pre-
tence would remain for the outery of alarm-
ists. .

It appears that, as matters at present
stand, the Admiralty has determined to
make a fresh start in the construction of
ironclad ships. After 4 long interval of
comparative rest and inactivity,  Mr, Gos-
chen has decided upon buildinga new and.
far more powerful vessel than anything
that the world has ever seen. The actual
design of the ship still remains a secret; al -
though a gtest many shrewd guesses have
been made as to its dimensions, its form, its.
armour, its armament, and its capabilities.
Mr. Reed—and if anyone knows anything
about a ship past present or future, ib is
Mr. Reed who ought to know it—has nl-
ready began to write long letfers in the
Times on the subject of the ¢ New Ironclad
Ship—theInflexible. Mr. Reed, however,
tells us nothing about the new ship, except
that he strongly suspects it is to be built on
'a design of his own. Perhaps this is char
acteristic of Mr, Reed. It isnot uulikely,
moreover, that long before the new ‘vessel
is completed Mr. Reed will have discovered
that, atter all, it is not built entirely upon
his model, and that in just those points
where a departure from his design is mani-
fest there lies the weakness of the ship, a
weakness or defectiveness which will, no
deubt, in Mr. Reed's eyes, entirely mar  the
valueof the ship. Certain it is that, whe-
ther the Inflexible be midelled upon Mr.
Reeds desiga or not, she is to be enormously
powerful,both as regards her armour and her
armament ; and although she is spoken of
by some as a return to the design of the ori-
ginal type of ironclads, that of the Warrior
and Black Prince, it seems certain, from
what little has been said respecting her ar-
mament, that it is only in some minor and
very unimportant matters that she will re-
semble these ships. The Daily News gives
whst it believes to he essentially correct
account of thenew ship,and it would appear
that it will sbout as closely resemble the
Warrior as the Devastation does an ancient
trireme. She is described-as a heavily ar-
moured vessel of high freeboard, carrying
her armament of four enorm usly powerful
guns in two turrets,one somewhat onthe port -
side, the other a little to the starboard,in or:
der to secure a direct line of kire fore and aft
for the guns of each gurret. The turrets are
to be oval in shape instead of round, the guns
of coarse being placed in them longtitudin.
ally. 'I'he ship is to be 34U feet in length—
the same as the Fury—but in order to pro-
vide greater Luoyancy to sustaiu the very
great addilion to thie weight of her armour,
her breadth of beam will be considerably
greater than that of the Fury, amd her
draught of water three feet leas. The dis’
position of her armour affords in one pasti*
cular, and in only one, a resemblance t0
that of the Warrior. The central part of
the ship, that i3 the sides immediately in the
wake of the turrets, and the turrets them-
selves will carry the whole of the armeur
plates, Fore and aft of this belt of armour . :
the ship will be entirely unprotected ex-
cept by the method of her construction in
water-tight compattments. The armor oft
her turrets will not be less than twenty in~"
ches of solid iron, in addition to backing -
inner skin, &o. The thickness of the War- .
rior’s armour was only four and-a half inches, .
that is, caloulating by the established law of
naval arobitects, that the resisting powers:
of armour plates vary directly as

pended thair énergies in the construdtion of

T

‘mal eost of the Navy ; a sure, if not a-large .
: o, Lok

of their thicknesss, the armor of the 3nﬂc¢



ible will be to that of the
or not less than twenty times as im-
penetrable.  Relatively  the ZThunderer
and Devastation, the most powerful of our
prezent ironclads, the Inflexible will stand in
the ratio of 400:196.  One thing, however,
cannot fail to strike us in reading the ac
counts of, or rather the surmises about, the
new ship. Sheis nor, even according to Mr.
Goschen s estimate, proposed to be com-
pleted for nearly four years, and until her
cowpletion no other ship of the same dimen-
sious. can possibly be built at any of our
Royal Dockyards. Hence 1t follows, that we
must for four years be occupied in cou-
strocting a vessel which, if our example be
followed by other wnations, will go far to-
wards rendering our other ironclads useless
for mere coast and Channel defence, and ut
the.end of the four years, when our big ship
is completed, we shall find ourselves with
this one only, which will probably by that
time have grcwn out of date sltogether. It
is certainly to Le bhoped that the Govern-
ment will not rest content with having
merely ordered this one vessel for the pro-

tection of posierity, but that they will seri- | following particulars of II.M.’s ship

ously consider whether more good service
may not be done by continually adding use-
fu!l,
to the Navy than in building one ship every
four years which shall distinctly eclipso
everything else ever projected. We must
not be understood to express disapproval ai
the course the Goverrment has taken in
commencing this ship ; it is well the experi-
ment should be made, but it must be cou-
stantly borne in mind that for more than
four years the Inflexible will not represent
any real, serviceable addition-to the Navy.
Perhaps,and the supposition is by no means
unlikly, before four years have passed over
our heads we shall want no more ironclads,
aud the whole, or the chief part of the busi-
ness of naval architects will consist in the
construction of torpedo vessels, and pro-
tection for the bottoms of their ships against
torpedoes.  Naval science and scientific
warfare developes 8o rapidly, and so many
and so great are the changes each year
which we hive to record, that it becomes
almost impossible to predict what may be
the type of the first class fighting ship of the
future, scarcely even what muy be the ap-
proved design next year.

At apy rate the Government his doune
right in attempting to provide the most
powerful vessel which it is possible to con-
strucy, and it will do still better to see that
the Navy is not kept wailing for four years
without any additions. We cun afford to
wait for the development of new ideas, but
must in the meantime make use of what-
ever knowledge is available, and not stand
absolutely still.

CaruyLe's not over flattering opinion of
the great mnss of the English people has
received some curious illustrations, but we
doubt whether in any cise the tendency to
gullibility has been so glaringly exhibited as
in the following article from the London
Times,which bas been copied into the Broad
Arrow of the 30th August; and we can only
assure our readers that if the writer knew
how miserabje a failureMr. [susrwoon's naval
comstructions hive proved he would not
have served the public to the delectable dish
of flup doodle abuut that gallant craft the
Wwmpanoay or as she might mare properly
be called the potly way, whese bones, we

Warrior as 400: 20, |

?

if not perfectly invaluable vessels | under the name of the Blonde, as
sliip to the Inconstant, which had been

. duced into the navy,
i markable aboat her construction, but con.

YUE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

475

being about as useless a craft as the re-
nowned Dunderbeg, and if Her Mnjesty's
Ship, the Skak, is built on her model, we
only hope Mr. Rerp has nothing to do with
the abortion.  All those extraordinary
names of the different United States fleet
were vessels constructed without much re-
gard o scientific or even practical rules,
they can all be had for the price of scrap-
iron, and English naval constructors would
be hetter employed in providing vessels
that will keep the seas than merely copying
failures of other powers.

It ought to be abundantly apparent to the
British taxpayer that- Naval construction
should be subordinate to the control of
naval officers, and not subject to the politi-
exigencies of party or the caprices of such
u8 Messrs, CHILDERS 0 GOSCHEN :—

*We are indebted to the Times for the
Shah,
launched on Wednesday at Portsmouth. The
Shak was laid down on the Tth March, 1870,

a sister

launched the year before. She is built of
wood, or rather she has an iron skin which
is cased with wood. and is the fifth of the
new wooden vessels which have heen intro
Therd is nothing re-

siderable interest has been excited about
ships of this class from the mere fact thag
they are wooden.and that in the present day
it should he found desirable to recommence
wooden shipbuilding. The Shak, then, 15 a
frigate of 4000 tons and 1000 nominal horsge-
power, and is censtructed to earry twenty-
six guns from six-ind-a-half to eighteen
tonsin weight. It is expected that, when
complete, she will be the lastest ship in the
Navy; and throughout, everything in her
construction has been sacrificed to attain
great speed. At present there are four
vessels of the same class—the Inconstant,
Active, Volage, nud Raleigh ; but it must
be remarked that, while the principle of
coustruction s the same in ull, the Active
and the Volage bave little more than half
the tonnage of the other three vessels. The
trial trips of these small vessels disappoint-
ed the expectations of their ndvocates, and
compelled the Admiralty to admit the im-
possibility of obtaining the requisite speed

, of at least sixteen knots an hour from ves-

sels smaller in size than the Inconstant. The
Active type were, therefore, abandoned, and
the Raleigh and Shalk designed on the mo-
del of the JInconst:nt, The controversy
which the construction of this class of ves-
sel has given rise to is of peculiar interest,
and has resulted in our taking the lead in
the malter, without any intention of doing
s0, and almost against our will,

In 1868 the ncws that the American
Navy contained a new vessel called the
Wampanoag, of tho frigate class, built of
wood and capuble of oulrupuning in speed
any maun of war in the world,created greatex-
citement. o gather some idea of the charac
ter of this vessels we may quote the account
given of it by its constructor,Mr. Isherwood,
as his remarks describe very fairly the capa-
cities of the Shak and its advantlages ns a
war-ship. e siys:—*IL was proposed
to construct a vessel having grenter speed
by several miles per hour than any other
ocean steamer; which should be able to
£0 to the Dritish coast, in case of Lostilities,
and burn, sink, and destroy every vessel of

linferior force, naval or mex‘chantil:;.h' et

be found there. Nothingshe pu;'slu(::tzllxgllﬁ
escape her, and nothing she fled from could
overtake her. The more heavily armed byg
slower cruisers of the enemy could only
follow by the flames of the burning wreclky
she left behind her. She would obtain »
plentiful supply of coal, water, provisions,
and other stores from her prizes for an in-
definite length of cruising, und would neu
tralize the large number of naval steamers
required to form a cordon round the enemy's
coast for the protection of his commerce
from her depredations.”

“The rather highly coloured account, of
the Wampanoag describes fairly the objects
which the Sh1k and her sister ships are in-
tended in time of war to fulfil. It has been
found impossible to construct an ocean iron*
clad capable of cruising at a higher rate of
speed than other vessels. or even at as hich
arate as the fastest, and yet carrying tﬁe
same weight of armour platingand the same
sized guns. ‘The engines were found to be
too heavily handicapped by armour and guns
and the idea of Mr. Isherwood and My, Reed
was to get rid of armour plating altogether,
to protide a fair but moderate battery of
guns, and to construct a vessel for the spe*
cial purpose of carrying engines of the high-
est power with the view of attaining the
highest possible speed. Such a vessel, it
wag argued, would be swift enough to keep
at a safe distance from any vessel carrying
heavier guns, but could be provided with a
battery capable of silencing the guns of any
vessel of equal speed. So the Wampanoay
was built, and the Inconstant designed on
her model. When, however the time for ex
periment came it was found that the Wam:
panoag did not anawer the expectations of
her advocates, and she was pronounced a
failure by many who were watching with in-
terest the result of her trials. Then, in this
country, the Inconstant was cried down, sand
there was much talk ot money being thrown
away in idle experiments ; and the Govern-
ment withdrew the designs of two similar
vessels which were to have been laid down,
But, in.1869, the Inconstant, to the urprise
of the sceptics, proved more successthl than
was anticipated in a series of most cruicial
tests to whichshe was exposed. The speed
of sixteen knots which was anticipated was
ensily reached, and she even attained a
speed of nearly eighteen knots. The .{c/se
and the Volage, which were built after the
Inconstant but on a smaller scale, have not
answered the expectations of those who de-
signed them. 'They are too small and finely
built to stund the racket of their engines,
and cannot attain the necessary rate of
speed. The Admiraly therefore, returned
to the Inconstant type, and laid down two
more vessels, the Ruleigh and the Shah.

In accounting for the failure of the Wain-
Danoay it was said that the construction was
defective, and that though the design
should have been succetsful, it was carried
out 1n a way whichleft no chance of sucocess.
The New York Zimes, commenting in 1869
on the fatlure of this vessel, says that there
|were five of these fast cruisers—the Wam-—
panoay Madawaska, Neshaminy, Amonoosuc,
and Pompoonoosuc, which were intended to
possess very high speed under steam, and at
the time be efficient under canvas :—While
| we believe fully in the ideas and intentions
which prompied the construction of these
fast ships, it must be admitted that want
of constructive skill in their building has
frustrated the original designs of the depart-
mept. This criticism applies not only to
the dimensions of the hull and its general
character, but also to thesteam machinery,
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nnd to tho extent and disposition of the
spars and canvas,  As smibing  vessels the
Wampenoag class hivo been utterly inefli
cient., In addition. the ships were so
cramped and crowded with boilers and
bunkers that it was diflicult, if not inypossi.
ble, to berth tho oflicers and men properly,
and to carry an adequate supply of provisions
and stores.  Still turther, their batterios
wero s0ingignilicant s to be wholly unworthy
of ships of 4U0) tons.  The English Navy
has ships nearly as fast as the Wumptniay
class for practical sea service,which yet poss
ess mora thn double thewe battery power,
besides being full rigged ships and superb
under canvas.  Such slups could cruise uver
the woild without ever highting o fire in
thew furnaces.  Moreuver, of the five ships
of this class only two aie properly construc
ted of serviceablo materials. Ihe 1l seasoned
matenal and very wmperfect fustemugs of
the other three makae it impussible to do
much with them. They nover have been to
sea, nnd probably will never go unler any
circumstances ' .

"This 18 severe criticism, and its sevetity is
greater because it is American. It is cer
tain, howover, that through a want of pro-
per supervision the United States has lost
tho lead in the cunstiuction of this power
ful and valuable class of vessels, and we
have, unintentionally, tuken it.  The trinls
of the Shah when her macluneiy is ready,
and she 1s cumpletely fitted, will be watched
with intervest, lor it is cunfidently expected
that she will vutstiip the other vesscls of
her owu cluss aud will attun a speed of, per-
haps, exghteon knots an hour.  In Lier von-
struction great caro has Leen taken to guin
every possible advauntage which might tend
to increase her spoed, whether in the dis-
position of lier battery or iu her actual
form. At present she is a vessel of which
tho country may Le proud, and sf she satis-
ties the expectations of those whu have de-
signed and built her she will be one of the
most useful and powerful vessels in the
Royal Navy.

‘Tur following is the leadiug wrticle of the
Umited States Army and Nuvy Journal of
the 20th Septomber, and shows that the
British Government are providing for pos:
sible eventualities as far us forcign assistance
is concerned.

Itis evident enough that in the event of
any difficulties with Russia, Turkey would be
an ally of considerable power at sea #s well
as ashore, Lurks, ably haundled, repeatedly
defeated Russian soldiers during the Cri
mean War, and it another contest arnises,
they will ba better organized in every re-
spect ; and as the navy is officered by men
trained in the British service, so the army
would not be without its quota.

1f, therefore, England has to combat Eu-
rope single handed, there is at least the
comfort that she will have m the Tark a
faithful as well as an efficient ally :

“ Pending the settlement of matters in
Central Asia, considerable anxiety is evin®
ced in England as to the enumeration of tho
forces and allies upon which, should the
war-come to the worst, she may rely. Of
her old Crimean confederates, Turkey alone
remains ; but that famous struggle for her
support, which at one time threatened with
collapse the most powerful nations, has
served to completely revivify the *sick

sman.’  As everythingin Japan s French,so
¢in Turkey all things aro English., Tho Brit

ish Gavernment hus recently sent an officer,
Major Strickland, to inquiro into and report
upon the military strength of tho Ottomsn
Enipire, and the majur was greatly impress-
ed withall he saw, reporting the Sultan's
army 600,000 strong, and armed with the
Snider breech loading rifle. "The ironclad
fleet of Turkey consists ut the present time
of sevenfeen vessels, which remain in com*
mission all the year round, except when un:
der vepair. No system of reserves has yet
been adopted. They pass the winter an:
chored off the Golden Horn arsenal, and
during the summer montls lhy in two
lines off the Dalanabacgo pahve el Aota
chivni mosque— tho smaller vessets close to
the European shore, the remninder further
out. Itis duringthe winter that tho ro

pairs gonorally take place, aul for this pur
pose tho vessels enter surcvcssively the
three grand basins belonging to the arsenal

These works have been constructed elowly
and with great care, so thit they n-e likely
to last for a considerable peiisd, il would
he of great use 16 & flect operating in the
Black Sea, as being able to recetve all such
vessels us were unable from injary to pro:
ceed to Malta. The sailors are nearly ull
Mussulmans, only a very sm .l continger?
being drawn from the Greelss + { the mercin:
tife mino. The men nre enlisted for eiglhit
ye.rs, and aro drilled in n school ship betore
embarking. At Constantinople there ex

istsn three deckerfor the {irst wstruction of
marines.and at [smud two gunuery fiigates,
the method of iustruction on Liowd of which
15 in almost cvery respect simuiar to that of
the Excellent, of Portsmouth. At Halki, is
the sctiool for midshipmen, under the di*
rection of IIolLart Pashy, su,.ported by nu-
me-ous retired oflicers of thie Eaglish navy.
Generally speaking, the entire organization
of the navy is copied from that of Eagland,
adapted of course to the alteied require

ments of Oriental minnus.  Itis very rare
that a captain has notspent somo years vn
British ships for mstruction, and English is
the language spoken by thie oflicers in pro-
ference to all others.

A great deai of cirelul consideration has
prompted the construction of the five sepa-
rate hines into which the navy has been di-
vided. The fourvessels of the Azizick class,
each of 900 horse power. armed with one
300 pounder, and fitteen 150 pounders,were
built in England by Napier & Son. ‘They
are constructed entirely of iron, length, 225
feet; breadth, 24; draught of water about
19 feet. They aro armourved all over (ex
cept the upper works of ¢crurse) with plates
of a maximum thickness of about 63 inches.
Their armament consists entwely ot muzzle
loading Arms.wrong guns, wmounted on the
Armstrong carringe, at broadside ports on
the main deck, except two pivots on theup-
per deck and the 300 pounder forward. For
boat guns there sre two Gatlings, but the
small arms of the crew are as yet all old En-
fields. ‘I'he horsoe power is of course nomi-
nal,the true speedattained being 12} knots;
for this the six boilers require four t¢ 3 of
coal each hour, and at this rawe these ves-
sels can steam for sixday 6 hours, or 2,160
miles. The screws have the rather unusual
number of four blades, The Lulls are di-
vided and subdivided inlc numerous water-
tight compartments. Daring thie Crete war
these vessels were exposed to someo very
rough weather, and proved themselves in
every respect seawortby ciwisers, Like

in the stern, where tho rudderisentirely ex-
posed. .

Tho Athar Tevjik, whioh was built in Leg-
ne, is another iron built ship of 190 feet
long, plited all over with 6 8 incl iron. She
carries ten of her guns on the broadside,and
twon a fired turret on the uppor deok ;
but as theso two guns are mounted en bar:
bette, there is every possibility of thero not
beingusod in action, Iler speed is 12 knots
an hour. Tho Neghim Shesket olass nre
threo vessols plated along the water line
only, and over tho central Latteries the 150
pounders are carried, the 250 pounders be.
ing mounted in the objectionable fixed tur
vets, forward.  Spoed, ten knots; nrmor,
cight inches, (No. 11 was built at Trieste,
and has an extra one half plating.

U'he Fethi Bulendis the dinest ship in the
Ottuman Navy  She wus built in England
at the 'hames iron works dock yard, after
designs by E. G. Reed, E«q , late chief con*
strucior of the Royal navy. Her armor ex-
tends along the water line and mound a
cenlral octagonal battery, which permits of
an uninterrupted,all round fire. Her armor
is nine inches in thickness. ‘I'he Minn Zua*
ther and Arou Illal ace slightly inferior ro-
petitions of the above, running ten knots.
I'he former has two screws, the luter only
one,

Thero aro also two monitore, built i\
France duiing the lile war, and four float:
mg Latteries—two an the Danube and two
at Scutari, It sirikes Luropean observers
as strango that a country hke Turkey, with,
compnratively speaking. “no commeice,
should possess so fine a tleet of modern war
ships, while the United States, aecond to
Eungland, the first commercial nation of
the earth, should be unable toshow a single
ironclad in European waters.”

e republish from the Bivad Arrow of
Gth Sept. a couple of articices to winch wo
would evrnestly direct the attention of our
readors.  The first is entitled “Autumn
Camps, ' and is a regul: Jeremiah on the
part of our contemporary on the failure of
the late Autumn Campaign in England,and
aa uncalled for attempt to shield his friends
the Whig Radieals, at the expense of the
British Avmy.

There can bo nothing more patent than
tho fact that the site of the mnnmuvres
wha chosen at the instance of theiWVarOffice,
aver which Mr. Carowitt presides, and that
its sclection was the result of a polnical
dodge— that the break down, for such 1t was
did not occur through the ngency of bog or
Jog ns Broad Arrow tried to make it appear,
but through the utte: unsoundness ~nd
worthiessness of the system on which the
scheme of army re organization has been
founded, and that all such attempts to di-
rect public attention from the true state of

many other ironclads their great defect lies)

the case is both dangerous and unpatriotio;
because it is evident that the management
which cannot carre an army tbrough peace
mancuvres will assuredly ULreak down dis-
astrously in aclion, and thus tho interests of
the Empire, and its very existones will be
. Jeopardized for thesike of securing a lease
of power fora few weeks longer to a do
. structive politiceal faction,
The second article is as it were a supple-
; ment to the firsi—the creation of Nuvigatory
« Lieutenants,werea device of Mr. CrninpErs to
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extend tho arox of Whig patronuge—the
s1iling masler under the old regime was a
practical senmn and his duty was to nave.
#nte the vesse! under tho orders of her cap
tain, the new fangled idea was to upersede
the captain nnd placo the vessel in the
hands of a specil officer; and our venders
may recollect how tho Vorvxresr Review
pointed out the nbsurdity of the system and
predicled its absoluto fiiluro,

It should also be remembered that under
the old regimo cvery officor was u seaman
and capable of navigating his craft, that
being the very first business hie learued, as
it was more essentisl than a thorough
knowledge of gunnery; the fighting as far
as success was concerncd, depending as
much on the knowledge of minwuaviing or
handling the vessel as anyuung else; nud
Broad Arrow shows tho world that the case
is not materially chged by modern ap
pliancas or Whig Ridicil rulc.

Wk a0 glad to percetvo that the Province
of Manitoba has got its R fle Assodiition,
the First annual prize mecting of which was
to come off at the St. Bonifuve 1ange on the
26thinst. The Association offers quite u ve-
spectuble hst of prizes, ns will be soen by
the list published in another columu.  The
officers of tho Assoctstion are :—

Putron, His Honor the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor.  Vice Patron—The I[fon, Donald
Saith.  President—George B. Spencer, Esq.
Ist Vice President—Hlon. A.G.B. Bonnatyne
20d Vice President—Ion. Captain Schulle.
Council—Major [rvine, Hon. Captan How-
ard, G, McMicken, Esquire, Major Kennedy,
E. Brokovski, Esq, Houn. Dr. Bird. Ex-Offi-
cers—The Deputy Adjutint General of Ma-
nitoba ; the Presidents of County Associa
tions, who are membcrs of the Mamtobu
Associntions ; communders o Volunteer
Corps, who shull affiliate with tins  Associae
tion. Secretary and V'rewsurer— Capt. Geo.
F. Carruthers.

In the report of the Metropolitan Rifle
Matel: iR our Iast, there are several mis
tukes which we now correct. Inthe lst
Match for Ens. Axprews, 14th Bait. read
Ens. Apax, 13th Bitt.  Andin Match No,
5, small bore, Ens Adum is credited with
making 56 points instead of 50; and Lieut.
Harmis, 0.B.G.A., with 60 points instend of
30.

We ncknowledge, with thanks,the receipt
of a copy of the Statutes 6ffCunada for the
yeargl873, from the Queen’s Printer, Lieut.
Colonel Brows CHAMBERLAIN. padil

Also,the receiptial * Return on the Second
Generil Election for the House of Corumons
of Cannda, by Epovrp J. Laxgeviy, BEsq.,
Clerk of the Crown in Chwmeery for
Canada,”’

THE ASHANTEE WAR.

Correspondence of the Londan T'imes.

Sentors Dsrear oF TRE Britisn Trooes.
Free Towy, Siernra Lroxe,
West Const of Africa,
August 28th, 1873.

{atoon the evening ol the 25th instant
the African Steamship Company's screw
stoamer * Benin,' Captain  Sunmons com
mander, arrived leie from Capa Cosst,
which she left on the 20th. She brings
very disnstrous news  On  thoe 14th a bont
expedition, commanded by Com:sodore
Comimerell, V. C., C.B,, Awl de vamp to
the Queen, started fiom Her Majesty’s ohip
* Rattlesnake,’ which was theun at anchor, off
tho mouth of the Rriver Pral, to take
soundings and to eudeavor to ascertain if
the River Prab, even at this scason after
the beavy rains, could be made available for
a few miles to convey men to tho front, and
thus enable the naval force to give some as
sistance to a column which it wus intended
to much inland to where it was supposed
the Ashantee Head Quarters were. Com
modors Commerell was accompained,among
others, by Captain Luxmore, of 1ler Ma
jesty’s shup *argus,” aud Captan Holdeu, the
Civil Commandant of Sccondee. ‘The ex-
pedition consisted ot two steam luunches, a
ship's gig, and surf Lusts.  Befure attempt
ing to cross the bar at Licmouthof the P'rals
it was resolved to g urison the small tuwn of
Chamah, winch > situated on the sea shore
ashort distancu tu the westward of where
the Prali eute.s the sea. There is o small
fort thore, origmnally built by the Duteh,
but which uow belongs to us. ‘l'en armed
Fantee police were landed at Clivmdh, and
were left in cliarzte of the fort there. The
people of Chamah are not Fanteces, they are
called on the Coust Ashantees, from the
name of tho dwstrict s which they hive. It
is known mnong thenatives as the Ashantee
country. 1t consists of that portion of tho
coast which extends from Commandee on
the east to Axim on the west. Throughout
the present war they have shown themselves
very ill disposuil towards us, and Lave been
avowed sympatiizats with the Ashantees.
Having thus slenderly gavrisoned the fort
at Chamah, thwe houts proceeded on their
way tothe mouth of the Prah. Theboats
lad not long left Chaman when a body of
Ashantees, who were ambushed near the
town, with the connivance of its inhabilants,
rushed in, and, aided by the people of
Chamanh, attacked the Fantee police. Four
of the Fantee police were killed and behead.
ed, and the remaining six saved themselves
by flight and succeeded in escaping from
their pursuers. In the meantime the boats
having reached the bar at the mouth of the
Prah, succeeded with some difficulty in get.
ting through tho surf, Assoon as they had
passed tiie bar, one of the steam launches
belonging to the Gold Coast Government
suddenly broke down and becamo complete-
Iy useless. Tho white seamen in her had to
be transferred to a surf hoat. They then
proceeded to advanco up the river, taking
soundings aa they went. Commodore Com-
merell’'s boat leading, They had gone but
avery short distance, when o murderous
fire was poured into tihem by a large body of
Ashantees and Chamahs who were ambush- ]
edin great force on the thickly wooded
banks of the Prah. Commodore Commerell
receiving mno less than four wounls, two of
them serious ones. Captain Luxmore, of
the ‘Argus,’ was also hit. Captain Helden

veceived a bad wound, being struck bya
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large slug, which npped open all the top of
his head, At this time tho Commaolore's
boat was hidden by a shavp bend o the
river fiom tho surf boat, which the English
sailors in it who had been transferred (o it
from the Gold Coast Government launch,
1 he surf boat was also assailed by a sharp
musketry fire, and in the confusion and
alurm caused by the sudden attack., the
boat was capsized, and its crew precipitated
into the river. With the exception of one
seaman, all succeeded in getting buck into
the surl boat, or into one of the other boats.
A party . Ashantees rushod boldly out
from their cover, and wading into tho river
seized upon the uunfortunate scaman and
dragged bhim to the bunk, where, in the
presence of his horritied comrades thay
backed off his hesd with theie long knives
and carried it offin triur ph. ‘The crews of
tho atticked boats wero only able to offera
very feeble resistance. They did not ex-
pect the attack and their arms were all lying
at the bottom of tho boats  All the boats
retreated to the ‘Rattlesnake’ as quickly as
possible. Commodore Commere.l's life
was ut first despaired of, but he hns since
rallied.

‘I'he greatest difticulty exists in obtaining
the exact delails of tho number of wounded,
owing to the fact that Commodore Commer-
ell speciaily reguested Col. Harley notto
make publicat Cape Coast any of the details
of the disaster, fearing the news might
reach England through the press before his
own despatch on the subject did so, The
authorities having been at least once an-
ticipated by your intelligence, are very
anxious that it should not occur again, and
groat scereey has been observed, Therois
however, little doubt but that every man of’
the expedition, with a single exception, was
more or less severely wounded, ‘U'b2reisno
doubt whatever that the attack on the boats
was largely assisted by the chief of Chamah
and his people; and a good deal of surprise
is felt that when he force was at Chamab,be-
fore it entered the Prab, he was nottaken
and held as a hostage, as the hostility of
himself and his people to the English was
notorious, Severe punishment was, how-
ever inflicted on Chamab. The ‘Rattle-
snako’ bombarded and destroyed the {own,
It is believed, however, that before the
bombardment occurred all the fighting men
in the town had taken refuge in tho bush.
It is 1epoited :hat Colonel Harley was
adverse to the expedition of the Prabh,
and pointed out the dangers likely to arise
from it. It is extraordinry that the boats
esca, °d without even heavier loss. They
were tor Lhe time completely at the mercy
of thewr assailants. Had the Ashantees veen
avmed with good weapons, not o man would
have escaped ahive, ‘Yhe Ashantees appear
deficient 1n ammunition. Thoy used slugs
and small stones instead of bullets, Com-
werell was struck on the breast by astone
or other missile, and although skaken by
the force of the blow, it did not penetrate.

Maxitoss Pouice.—The following ap-
pointments have been made to the Mouni.
ed Police of the Northwest ;—Commission-
er of Police, Col, Usborne Smith . Superin-
tendents and  [nspectors. Capt. W. D.
Jarves, Captain Chailes I'. Young, Major J.
F. McLvod, €. M. G., Captain William
Winder, mad  Captain J. W. Carvell; to be
Paymaster and Quartermaster, Captain E.
D.Clark; to be Superintendents and_sub-
Inspectors, Major J. M. Walsh and Lieut.
B. A. Brisebois The first detachment of
the force for Manitoba,on Monday,
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QCrongRr
‘There comes.montlh fn the wetry yoar—
A mantlh of letsnre and healthifal rest |

When tha ripe leaves fatl, an’d thoalrisclonr ¢
Uetaber, the brawn, Lo crisp, the blost,

My 1ife has little onough of bLiiss ¢
irvethsdavsofthy old etaven,

Counting the time that shall lead to thls ~
The month that opaus the hunters heaven.

Aulaa ! forthe mornfugs crisp aud white,
With the sweod of the homnds upan tho track

I'ae bark roofed cabin, tho camp fire's lght,
The braakof the deer anq tho riflo’s crack .

Da vot el this trifiineg ® I tell you, friend,
A Ure in the forest 1§ past all pralse,
Give e adozen sn~h monthson end -
Youn may takoe my baluuc? of yoars and days.

Far brick and mortar bree-(s filth and erime,
And a pulsenfevil that throbsand bheats
Anad men grow withered beforo their primo
With the curse  paved; futon tho lanes and
streots §

And Jungs are cheked and shoulders bowed
In the smothering reck of mill and mine ¢
Aud death statks {n on the strugling crowd,
But he shunsthe shadow of oak and plne.

Awlofall to which the memory clings,
There 1s nauzlit so swegt ak the sunny spots
Wheroe our shanties stood by the erystal springs
The vanished hounds, and the lucky shiols,

—=Frome The Aldine for October.

IHE DARTMOUOR CAMP OF EXEHRCISE.

(Concluded from Page 468.)
TUE MARCH FAST.

Thursday was o bright, sunny day fora
marvel, and a general holiday seems to have
been proclaimed in all the towns and villages
within a wide radiws of the sceno of action.
Un cither side of the grand stand stood long
double rows of carriages, and beyond that
again on either hand lines of spectators on
foot as faras thn eye could reach The on-
lookers from the stand comprised naarly all
the county families of Devon ant Cornwall
and any detailed list of names is impossible.

But it mry be mentioned that amongst
thoso present were the Duke of Bedford,
Lords Clinton, Fortescue, Blachford, Mark
Kerr, and Charles Bereslord, Sir Massey
Iopes, SGir . F. Dare.and Sir Stafford
Northeote. The ground set aparti for ths
march past was of no great Lreadth. Op-
posite the stand, at a distance of a few
hundred yards, the green plantations of
Pound bound thearea. A wido and beauti-
ful prospect lay spread out all around the
clevated terrain on which the cermony of
the day was to bo cnacted. In front of the
stand in the distance stretched tho rising
swell of Hingston Dawn, its under-features
studded with charch towers and hamlets, its
crest fringed with chimneys of the mines
which probe into ils depths. Beyond
Hingston Down there roso up aganst tho
sky the rugged outline of Rough Tor
and Brown Willy, the highest ground in
Cornwall. Further to the right, behind
the pretty villas which fringe the slopes
above Tavistock, stood tho green peak of
Brent Tor, crowened with its hoary church ;
and on tho right rear were the brown slopes
of Yannaton and Ringmoor, backed by tho
granito mass of Sheeps Tor, and the agglo-
meration of crag, Loulder, bog, fog, and
heather, at which. under the gencral name
of Dartmoor, we havo learnt to shudder.
Gradually in front of the green boundary of
tho plantations grew and lengthend tho line
of troops, the umifors, red, grey, black,
and blue, the nodding plumes, and the
waving banuers thronn up by the contrast
of tho green back-ground, and asregiment
after regiment moved on intoits place with
band plaving and colours flying, thespecta-
tors were treated to a kind of infornial pre-
liminary march past. Now the airwas cut

by tho shrill sound of the bagpipes,

ing ostrich feathers and dangling sporrans
the long line of the Black Watch strodo
forward over tho heather towards tho placo
appointed in the line for the nobls Highland
regiment.

which,bowever much they may be execrated

have earned the waruest encomia from
every one capable of judzing of soldiers for
their uncomplaining] contentment under
arduous circumstances, the excellence of
their marching, the skilfulncss and common-
sense of their skrmishing, and their smart
ness and solidity on parade. Then there
came the 2nd Queen’s, the best gkirmishing
battalion in the best skirmishing brigide of
the army, and a battalion in every respoct
supporting the traditiona! famo of one of
tho oldest regiments in the British Service.
There followed the infuntry, 1 long stroam
of cavalry, moving by files, and as the
horsemen passed people wondered to sce
that, nothwithstanding hardships and ex-
posure to bitter weather, the horses still
bore themselves proudly, and caracoled
with as much spiritens if they were fresh
from their barracks, At length by half-pase
eleven thoe prado was set.  ‘I'ho long contin-
uous line, undulated over the swelland
down into the hollows of the down, stood
complete. Un the extreme right of the line
stocd Hamilton's battery of Horse Artillery.
Atclosointervals nextwere the Carabinecers
and 19th Hussars in columns of squadrons;
then the Field Artillery and Royal Eng-
incers in linc. There were tho infantry of
the First Division in quarter clumn of deuble
conipanies, with an interval of thirty paces
between brigades and tnelve between bat-
talions. Attached to the First Division for
the day. and on its left, were tho brigade of
Marines. Ua tha left stoodl the Second
Division, arranged in the same manner as
the First. On tho right thera glittered the
bright helmets of tho Carbincers; in the
centre, dark, sombre and serviceable-lonk-
ing, without an ornament that emitted a
sparkle, the battalion of the Rifle Brigade,
betwern a scarlet Militia regiment und the
tarfan plume and bare kuces of the High-
lan.ders. Then thero was 2 battalion of
Volunteers in uniforms o! viried hues,rang
ing from a light grey to the mvisible green
and cock’s feather of the London KRifle
Brigade. Just wisiblo from the space in
front of tho standard wero the grey horses
and towering bearskins of the Scots Greys,
and tho left of the line, gradually diminish-
ing in the long perspective, at length disap-
pearced altogether in onec of the folds of the
ground. All the preparatians bewsg com-
pleted, brig diers with: their staffs tok post
in front of their respective birigades ; gen-
crals of divisions in front of tho centreof
their divisons; and Sir Charles Staveley,
with the hent}quartcrs st.ff of the Army
Corps, took up a position  front of tho
centro of the whole,directly oppasito the sa
luting point,there toawait the wivent of the
Prince of Wales, who, mn virtu. of his supen
or military rank as genera), was the officer
before whom the Army Corps wis to march
past, and who was 10 tike the salute. It
may he mentioned that the total number of
troops upon the ground was 9460 men of all

and | ra
amind a flutter of waving tartans nud dance { was Mr. Cardwe' mounted on a grey cob,

|

!

i

l

{Oorcer 7, 1873,

tks.  Among tho earliest notable arrivals
and accompaniec by Colonel Muckenzie,
Assistant  Quarter naster Goneral.  Soon
fter there rode upon “he grosnd Major vonn
Schroottre, the Grem n mil-tary attachb, in

Presently there followed, trim | a day notlong gone a member of the staft’
and stately, tho massive ranksof the Royal ; of the 3rd Prussian Army Corps duning tho
\Welsh Fusiliers. crowned Ly thoso busbies . siege of Metz.

Twelve o'clock came, the hour at which it

on the march, make so gallant 2 show on | had been notified that the march past was
parnde; and then the double companies . to begin; but the princes, who had slept on
were made up of stout, well buult, bearded | board the royal vacht, and were driven from
men in plzia scarlet tunics, and wearing | Plymouth to Roboreugh by Jord Charles
shalzzs tipped with the light Infantrr black | Beresford were not quite punctual. At
ball. Theso are tie battalions of Marines, | length. at a quarler pzst twelve, the first
who throughout the whole of themancuvres { 8un of the royal salute from a battery on

theextreme right gave token of theapproach
of the royal visitors. ‘I'he sapper in charge
of the royal standard promptly ran it up to
the masthead. The cheering along the lineof
spectators on the right of the stand camo
nearer and nearer as the jerine s, bowing as
they came, réde along theline. °I'ho loudest
cheer of all rang out from the stand and its
vicinity, ns they wheeled their horses under
the royal standard, and halted while the
bands played the royal salute, the troops
presented armis, anl the colours of the
regiment wero. gracefully drooped to the
front, The parade beingin field day, uot
in review order, all the officers of tha sta}
wore updress uniforms, and the costume of
Prince of Wales was 2 general's uadress,
while the Doke of Elinburgh wore the
uniform of the Ist London Artiltery Volun-
teer Corps, of which regiment his royal
highness is the colonel. The princes were
attended by Major General Ellice. Quarter
master General, Lord Charles Beresford,
Colonel Edgecumbe, Mr. Francis Knollys
fe,and having been formally received by
Sir Churless Staveley rode off, attended by
the headquarters staff, to tho right of the
line, there to commenco the tourof inspec-
tion. As their royal highnesses passed
along the line, each reginent 1n succession
presented arms, whilst its band played. The
princes must have been gritified to notice
how well tho troops logked, and with what
surprising cleanliness and smartness they
had turned out after their c:mpatga amony
the bogs and rains of Dirtmoor. So credit-
able was the appewrance made that it must
have been diflicult for anyone wbo bad
witnessed and shared them to believo that
tho lardships had been so intense and per-
sistent as they have been described,

Wher: the princes had pnssed slowly
along the wholo of the long line from right
toleft, they cantered back to the saluung
point, and tooK post (liero together, with
Mr, Cardwell on the right of the Duke of
Edinburgh. The lrmy Corps Stafh moved
to its place, the cavalry bands massed and
moved forwand, Sir Charles Staveiey leading
the way, preceded by the staff. Then
followed the Army Corps Stafl.Colonel Oakes
and the Cavalry Brigade of the 1st Division,
and then came Hamilton's Battery of Horso
Artillery, smart and trim, as if it had come
out of barracks, instead of a muddy camp,
and Carabincers were quite equal to their
prestige as onc of the best regimens in tho
Servico at marching past, and it was tho
subject of general remark by those who saw
the 19thh Hussars this timo lagt year, that
the regiment had so vastly improved that it
could not be recognised as the same. The
syoung soldiers of the 19th aro a smart, well-
set-up set of fellows, and the stamp of
horses on which tue regiment is mounted
does great credit to the judgment of thd
commanding officer. Nothing on the ground
turacd out smarter than the Engineer Train.
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It was obvious that the chains and buckles
of the harness had not only been polished,
bat burnished : and they sparkled withss
much brilliancy as if the train had been
quartered in barracks, instead of for the
most part in hogs. The two Lino regiments
of the first brigade—the Yth and I1th passed
the saluting point very well. the dressing of
the double companies hieing maintained
with exact precision. ha 1st Devonshire
Militia and the [lower lHamlets Militia
followed, and the next mment a loud and
cootinued cheer greeted the passing byof
the two llighland regiments, and right well
both deserved it. Prabablly the 42ad is the
most magnificent Lino regiment in our ser-
vice, aod men who to day saw the long, well
defined wall of stalwart forms, broad chests
bare knees, and flowing tartans, could not
feel surprised at (General Blumenthal's ex-
pression of <wonder «that all our infantry
were not in physiquo and costume liko the
Plack Watcl.  The goatof the 23rd Fusiliers
met with its wonted ovation, which was
deservedly prolonged in recognition of the
fine regiment of which he formed so impor-
tant & member. A\ correspondent says ;:—
“There mav be an imputation in praising
individual gegiments especially where all did
so well ; but truth enforces the statement
that no infantry on the ground to day mar-
ched past so well as the brigado of Marines.
who thus proved that they possessed yet
another soldietly attribute in aillition to
those fo which I havo already paida tribute
‘The three battalions of Volunteers did very
fairly, and the difference in their favour in
the matter of ph ysig.¢ in comparison with
some of the Line regiments wis very mar-
ked. ‘That the four batteries of field artil-
lery maintained the reputation of their arm
of the Sarvico goes withont saying; and
Togle's troop of Hlo-se Artillery was at least
en a par with its comrade 10 the first
Dinision. The Greys sent past splendidly
at walk, respectably at a trat. and fell a
good deal to picces in the canter. In gene
ral excellence at all three paces not even
the Carabineers. good as they ware, eould vie
with tho 13th Hussars. 1t was to be noticed
that, as the case last year, the Army Service
Corps was wholly unrepresented in the
march-past. It is oncof the best traits of
the British soldier that, notwithstanding all
the work that it entails, he is proud to par-
ticipate in o march, and waunded in lhis
amour propreif debarrcd. Tho sentiment
has in it o flavour of the chivalric. and des
erves to. be cherished, not repressed, more
especially Bince its gratification costs nothing
A powerful arguemeant in these days of
cconomy. No soldiers on these manarvres
bear so muchof the heat and burden of the
day as the Army Sarvice Corps, working
exrly and late scarcely having the cogai-
sance of assured rest, and performing
certainly the myost important funsiion in the
internal economy of the force. Doingall
tois with a stéady zeal which wmust have
commanded tho admiration of all acquainted
with the subject, they are reasonably eu-
titled towhbat gratification the participation
in the march past could bave afforded them.
If they are to be debarred from the privi
leges of soldiers, why givo them amms and
uniforms 2 Let them beclothed inmoleskin
aad billycocks, and told for onco and all
that they aré not soldiers, but hewers of
%30d and drawers of water. And while
commenting on this maitar, it must also be
uked, in necordance with what regulation

.S the controller of thé Army Corps not in
bisplate on'tho staff of tho Major General
cmmanding that Army Corps? Of that
staft is not easy to imagine a more respon-

sible and important member than the officer
entrusted with making provision for supplies
and trainsport of all kinds, while it is easy to
imagine an inspecting officor on puwade
asking a qestion on some subject connected
with them—which the controller alone can
answer—and, while he does ridein his proper
place with the general, must remain unan-
swered. There can be no greater mistake
that, any eftort ou the part of generalofficers
linlding important commands to iesson the
consideration and enfeeble the statues of
their Control subchiefs by failing to aceard
to them all the privileges. whetlier nominl
or substantial, in which the other oflicers of
the staff' participate.”

Still more effective than the march past
of the infantry in double companies was the
march in lino and quarter columns by bri.
gades, in which the brigade of Marines and
General Herbert’s bridade showed to the
most advantage. Whea the cavalry und
Horse Artillery had trotted and cantered
past ; tho latter evolution spoiled, in fact
by the observed rocking hosse pace enforced
by recent regulations, the whole force ro
formed line near the original alignment,
the infantry composing the first line, with
the Horse Artillery on the right. and the
Field Artilery on the left, the cavalry
forming n second line in the rear ol tho
first. In this formation, the whole advanced
mn review order with the bauds playing, and
officers and colours having taken post.
ilalting after 2 short advance, the troops
presented arms, the colours wero drooped
and tho bands played the national anthem ;
and, with this formalitly, ecxecuted twith
admirable precision, the modified pageant
which concluded the unfortunate minmuvres
came to 2 close.

The princes Unmediately role off the
field and the dispersion of the lroops at
once commenced. A squadron of the Greys
made stmaight for Okehampton by road
march. The 93rd Mlighlanders marched
direct to Bickleigh Statiom, with a night
journey to Aldershot in prospect. Today
no porlion of the late Army Corps should
be found on Roborough Down, except a fesw
Engineers, adetachment of the Army Service
Corps, and n divisional hospital.

—— - .
AUTUMN CAMP:R

An overingenious suggeston has been
madeo to account for the nanchalance of the
War Office during the severe criticisms
recently passed on the comparative failaro
on Dartmoor, if e sy not, as yet, reckon
Cannock Chase in the same citegory. It is
this, that no mose camps will bo held, and
that the disgust of army officers will bo
pleaded as an  cxcusc for kotowing to the
czonomucal party which hails from Manches
ter.  Ministers will say to the Army, ¢ We
have dono our best, bat we cannot contend
agiinst repeated discduragements. We
accept your dishko of tho inconveniences
of camping out, and your impressions of
tho little they are likely to teach. Wesus.
pend them, for the present, at any rate.”’
On the other hand, they witl say w Paxce-
Socioty men, to Maachesler politicians, to
those who never look upon a soldier without
estimating what he might earnin x factory
ora wharehouso—*¢Seo, wo have reduced
our expendituro. Tho camps pleased the
martially inclined fora time, and we were
bound to give them some graufication. If
they have done no other good, we ars satisfi-
ed. Buttbey have had no value inpropor
tion {o their cost. Accept the assurance of
our highest estecem, &c.”’ These suggestions
are very clever, we think, to pass the bar

of common sense. Thoy savour too much
of party cununing to salisfy thoso who are
only ¢ for thu State,” and an cllicient public
service, in  overy order and capacity,
‘Thoro is no indifference that we know of at
the War Office, and cerlainly no doubling
chicken-heartedness. Bad wenather, an in-
different site, conflicting orders. and the
likke, may have produced fiilure, in ong in-
stance, regarded from the higher point of
view ; but all cannot have been thrown away
because manccuvring has been checked,
brilliant battles have been rare, and the
whole forco assembled has beensmall. The
autumn camp is more a means of instruction
for officers th.n men, and every nustake
they have made, every success they have
achieved, will bear valuable fruit. To
abandon what is a good design because it
was spoiled, ir oncor two instances, mainly
by clements over which tho War Ofiice has
no control, would bethe extreme height of
folly and pusillanimity. It would betray
such aweakoess at headgquarters as would
speedily affect the morale of tho Army. On
the other hand, to make o political virtue of
wha¢ would he a real abandonment of duty,
would be a sad evidence of moral decay, and
of the lapse of that highspirited patriotism
which ought to inspire every one who has in
chargo the dostinies of the Army. Weshall
accordingly, resolutely refuse to believein
the provailing rumoumrs and suggestions
until evidence, good and substantial, ren-
ders un belief an impossibility. All our
summers and autumns are not minjature
delages, and present discouragements will
vanish when weo have recovered a little from
the depressing influences of fog and fail-
ure.

But thero is another suggestion that

merits moresecrious attention, it isintimat
ed that whilst the autumn manmuvres arc
not to be abandoned, they are hereaiter to
bo conducted on the site of permanent
camps, Aldershot being one, and some bero.
after.to-bo-established camp in the north of
England being tho other. Obviously, ar-
rangementsof this kind have certain advant-
ages, The sites may aiwaya be relied upon,
and may possibly bedry. Less frictionmay be
expected between the combatant and non-
combatant branches of theService. The Eng-
incers will havo less preparatory work to
do. But when we havo said thus much, wé
have exhausted all that can be urged in
favour of permanent camps as centres of
‘divisional exercise. The novelty of camping
on fresh ground will be lost,and tho lessons
derived from a study of tho military advant
ages of a position will be impossible to offi-
cers already familiar, by experience, with
the roads and the geography of thelocality.
Tho zest of mauomuvring will bo gone. The
distance over which intending troops will
have to be carried will be very considerablo,
and the local feeling, so desirable where the
Army is to be retained ina high state ot
disciplino and efficiency, will be quuetly
cvaporated, without any good substitute.
being found forit. Upon this point let us
hear what o distingnished German critic has
to say—*Considoraticn ©f oxpense may
induccour ralers to confine such manuvres
to certrin localities, and may render tho
formation of camps nccesary.  But even if
such should be the case, this measure
would not bo subject to those objections
which ono often hears urged agsinst it,
aliways supposing the camps o be used only
for o short time, and by on¢ and the same dbody
of troops. Bat we hope, in tho interests of
a healthy soldier-like life, thatoar Army -
may be spared the trial of having its greater: -
manurres, especislly those of tho Division
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tied dowa principlo
c\m{m \Ve should Le sorry so exchange
an old privilego of the shifting cantonment,
of free inter course with nature, ns wo might
almost say, for an arrangoment which, if
continned permanently. would infallibly be
fatal to tho healtby circulation, and would
poison tho fresh and cheery spirit of ‘our
Army.”" Wo have not a word to say against
theso stationary camps, as such, and they
mny bo multiplied to advantage, but they
should not be deemed a substituta for the
groater as distinct from the lesser manou
vres, which we have just begun to ceoe the
value of, and to incorporate with the annual
life of tho Army. Tho division of allarms
is the battle or stratogic unit, and it should
have a fiir field—a comparatively unknown-
field-—on which to operate, or neither sup-~
eriors nor inferiors in command will derive
much benefit from their annual exercises.
Before any alteration of programme bode
cided upon, we hope the Commanderin
Chief nnd the War Secretary will seriously
consider the whole matter, not giving too
great a promnence to questions of expendi
ture, or cases of comparative failare.

on to such

THE NAVIGATING CLASS OF NaAVAL
OFFICERS.

A fortaight ago, in commenting upon the
new scheme adopted by Mr. Goschen for
supplyiag the Navy with oflicars competent
to undortake the navigation of Her Majesty's
ships, we expressed our o)inion that the
Admiralty had taken a step in the right dir-
eclion, in taking measures to break down
the line of demarcstion which has hitherto
existed between the fighting officers and the
navigating olicersin -the Navy, and we
pointed out that in some respects the
circular which Las recently been issued
failed to remove the barriers at present
dividing two classes of naval officers. The
ovils of divided authority and divided re-
sponsibility consequent upon relaining on
board of every ship an officer primarily an
sworablo for tho navigation nnd pilotage of
the vessel, the stowage of the coals and
stores, the astronomical ouservations, and
thiship s reckoning—in short, answerable
for all that rejuires tochmical or scientific
truning or koowledge, cxceptin as faras
regards gunnery practice, and yet placing
such an officer ina position subordinate as
as to command to the youugest and least
experienced lientenant, has again and again
been found productive of not only sarious
inconvenience, buteven of material danger.
The dificu § and practical disadyantage
of this arrangement has -t least beenre
coguised by the Admiraity, brought home
to it asit has been by repeatod accidents
and misadventures, aud the impossibility of
tracing back to its origin the cause of these
disasters ; but as we saud in our former arts-
cle on ths subject, the new reglations are
not likely to havo any immedisto effect in
removing this anomasly; it mzy bo hoped,
horevar, that in process of timo tho nataral
development of the new system wiil work
tho curo of the evils. At present, there
would scem to bo much the same
dificulty as that which existed prior
1o the order of tho Tth ulumo.
It is proposed to sllow a certain
number of licutenants and sub licutenats
to qualify by a course of study to undertako
navigating duties, and that, on being certifi.
od after examination az competent for ap
pointment, they shall receive an addition to
their pay according to service and qu:hifica-
tion. The gist of the new regulations, their
advantages, and disadvantages, are contain.

-

1) VOLUNTEER REVIEW

ed m Paragraph Tof the Circatar of tha Tth
August. ** Ag it is their lordships’ intention
that the navigation and pilotage of Ier
Msjesty's ships shall bo performed under
the captain's directions, by officers specinlly
trained in those duties, such officers will not
under ordinary circumstances, be expected
to share in the general Jduties of watch

keeping, &c. They are, however, to tako
the position to which their seniority may
entitle them, and are not to beexempt
Irom the performaunce of the duty of com

manding officer in the absence of the Capt.
or other superior officer.’” The tweak pomt
of this rule is that thereis only a halfre.
cognition of the principle that tha navigy

ting and the milijary branches o1 the Ses-
vice should be entirely amalgamated. ‘The
officers who undertako navigeting duties are
to be relieved from the ordinary duties of
their rank, although they ave not to be de

barred as herctoforo from the legitimate
promotion to which they aro entitled by
seniority. What isthe real desideratum of
the Seryvice. however, is, aparl from the
interests of individual officers, that every
captain and overy lisutenant should be able
to navigateand pilot his own ship, if ocea-
gion requires. Ifthe old ralings of master.or
staff-‘comnt «nder, and navigating lieutenant
are to be .. Jlished, if the distinctions which
havo hitherto existed between the two
branches of the Service are considered un

desirable, thero is no alternative that we cin
admit, but that of rendering the piloting
and navigating duties of the Service a por

tion of every officer’s training. and making
them a sine gua nvn for promotirn and even
appointment for all who enter the Service
henceforth. The present regulations, by
restricting tho number of those who are al

lowed to valunteer for navigating duties,
and by relicving those whom we may call the
qual:ficd navigators from the ordinary duties
of lieatenants, must necessanly have the
effect of creating anew a navigating class,
distinct from the ordinary executive class of
navalofficers, Perhaps it may be urged
that tho duties of the navigating officers,
and thoso of tho execulive, or as we orefer
to call them, the military officers, are each
s0 arduous as 1o occupy the entire attention
and tume of those cntrusted withthem. Of
course, wo have no desiro that any officer
should be overworked, but, the practical sol-
ution of the difficulty would he, not in ap

pointing cortain hicutonants to undertake
tho watchkeoping and ordinary daties, and
a certain number of other- to take charge ¢~
the aavigation, but in requiring every ollicer
to be competent for either, aad perscribing
= frequent interchange.

Thore are now such facilities given to
young officers at Portsmouth aud Greenwich
for making themselves thoroughly acquaint
od with tho practice and theory of naval
scienco suchoppertunities for marme survey-
ing, and so many smali vessols, tenders and
coastguard cruisers, available as schools for
pilotage, that no hardahip would be entailed
upon officers by requiring from them the
same knowligo that the masters and navi-
gating licutenants have hitherto possessed,
and thero can be no doubt that.-they would
bo willing enough, if reasonable encot age-
ment wero held out to them, to qualify in
all respects as navigating officers.

The circular just issued is so evidently a
tenative measure, that we have every reasont
to believe the ultimate intention of the
Admirality to be the carrying out of some
such design as that ~hich wo propose ; and!
wo trast that tho number of officers volun-
teering for navigating Qaties will bo saffi-
ciently large to justify their lordships in ex-
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tending its provisions to the wholo Sarrice.
lbo micasures, which they propose to take,
#il! 1o doubt ultimitely remove the bar to
promotion to the Inghest ranks, fron: which
the navigating classof oftizers have hitherto
suffered.  Al'hough nothing is siid in tho
circulat as to 8 1tus of those who alveady be-
long to that c.ass, staff commanders anid
navigiting lieutenants will no doubt be
f{farad likeral terms of retirament ns snon
as the succes of the new scheme is suficient
lyassured, wud tue wavigvan g sublicutenants
wnay easily be absorded into the otier brunch
of tho Service, without injustice toJanyono

- PR,

Pur. Reties op o Proxeter.—The return
to Cairo of Sir Samuel Biker and his party
asannounced. It is morc thin two yoars
#go since Sir Simuel left Cairo with the

sommission of the Viceroy of Egyptin his
pocket and some 3000 fighting men under
his order, With this farce he wax to nane-
trate to the upper roaches of the Nile Valley
us far as the Victori: Nyanza Lake and the
cquatorial region of Africa; he wvas toannex
the country to Egypt, and to exticpate the
pestilent brood of slave traders who had
found 2 footingin the lend. Uf the force that
SirSamuel took with him fromCairo not more
than a hundred men remain under his flag;
desertion und rovolt account for more than
half of them; sickness and slaughter
acsount for the remunder. Sull, for an
expedition of such mignitude, aand in such
a clima:e, the sacrifice of life hes been
trifling.and measured by results surely never
was an ompire annexed wukh 30 ridiculously
small a force since Cortes and his com-
panions landed on the soil of Mexico,

Bouparoxesr op Ouwoa —The following
are the Jetails of the affair at Omoy, Hondu
ras, nlready mentioned by telegraph :—
Upon learning of the outrage upoo foreign
persons, Capt laraine, of the British
steamer Niobe, immediately procecded to
the scene of this outrage for tho protection
of the British flag. On the 19th of August
on reaching Omoa, tho Niobe swas brought
:nto position and satisfaction demandod
of tho authorities, which not being given
the Ensign was run up ania blank cartridge
was fired. This wis returned from the other
fort. An aclive canvonade then ensuasd
which lasted from 3 to 6 o'clock in tho
aftcrnoon. It was renowed next day, after
2or 3 hours the forl being silenced a flag
of truce was sent on board  ‘lhe affair was
arranged by the releaso of the imprisionesd
British subjects and the payment of $30,000.
Tho cuemy have several killed and wound-
ed.

The late Lord Westhury was the Berthell
who figures in the wall known legal story.
\Vhile practising ns a barrister ho applied to
one of the jadges for a rule, and was put off,
and dolayed, and othermise trfled with.
Happemng to boat + watering placo soon
after, he saw tho obstreperousjudge bath-
ing in tho sea, and atonce putoffina punt
to rencrw his “application.” Tho judge saw
him coming, and knowing what a determia-
ed fellow he was criod ut “Take a rule.
Betholl, take a rule!” and dived out of
sight. Tho same thing is roported of s
bathing judge at Twickenhiam, who heard
counsel and granted rale whils he was
splashing about mer.ily as a mcrmsg. 8ad
Aas native I costumo as any oystar without
its shells. .

Tho four-nared Logan crew of St Johe, N
B, have challenged the Ross Foly crem of
Halifax, torowa race cither at Halifax or
St. John, for $200 or $£400 & side.



