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I WORKING YOUNG MEN.
BY THE REV. A, J- BRAY.

At the request of theE’ange Young Britons, Mr.

ITis with feclings of personal loss that we chron. | Bray lately preached a sermon in Zion church, Mon-

icle the death of Mr. S. Jones Lyman, of Zion Church, | treal, to that Order. IS re)
He was well known by the Congrega- inthe “ Spectator,” and abounds with wise counsel to

He was « devoted fol- , young men, and to old ones «.ucr for tnat matter.

The sermon is reported in full
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pondence Columns should be addressed to the Managing Edisor,
the Rav. W. Manchax, Bo. o4, Guelph, Ont. Any artcle in-
tended for the next issue must be in hishandsnotlater than Monday
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iption $1 per n, ble io advance. Remit by Money

Order Dnh.‘: Re;iugms‘z:uct. We waat 2a active Ageot in

Cuh

lower of Christ, an active worker mn the Church‘Aﬁe" advising young men to htwc hqmcs of their own
and Sunday School ~ The “Canadian Spectator " @S su0n as they <an menage i, he in strong carnest
expresses the feclings of many, when it says that, words warns them of the scductions of the dram-
“In Mr. Lyman w2 have lost a valued personal{shop i— .

friend. He was a man to love and remember. Al-| © The home cannot contain you, you must go out
ways genial, and never out of heart, his presence to.ﬁnd change of scenc, and d‘{"&" of companion-
was a perpetual encouragement. Friends wniss him, ship ; you must go outside to unwind yourselves. But
as they miss an old landmark when 1t 1s removed, (there is one place I most carnestly implore you to

each Church, Advertising rates sent on application,

Wx learn by telegram just as we go to press that
the Congregational church at Granby was destroyed
by fire on Tuesday afternoon, the 8th inst. It was in-
sured in the S. S. Mutual for $2,000.

or 2 venerable institution.

Zion Church.
morning by Dr. Wilkes and in the e:<ning by Rev.
A. ]. Bray.

SOME of the French Conservatives in Parlianient
are a3 sore as they can be over the Letellier matter.
They seem disposed to Jeave no stone unturned that
they may get rid of the obnoxious Lieutenant-Gov-
emor,

It looks as if \he Afghanistan war were about end-
ed. Negotiations, are going on with Yakoob Khan,
and it is expected that they will be successful. We
- Shall see what has baen gained by British expenditure
. of treasnre and life.

THE Talmage trial is not likely to prove a means
of grace to anybody.
tainly been no honour to the Presbytery which con-
ducts it. The methods of the counsel on both sides,
and especially those of the defendant’s, rival if they
do not surpass those adopted by the Tombs “shyster”

of all this? 1f Dr. Talmage is condemned, it will do
him no harm, if he is acquitted, it will do him no good.
His real trial has taken place long ago, and judgment
Jhas heen pronounced. What is going on now is
only a battle between his friends and his foes. This

A PLEASANT evening was spent in the school-roo1a
of the Congregational church, Georgetown, on the 31st
ult.  Music, recitations, readings, social greetings and
refreshments formed the programme. It was enjoyed
by young and old.

“ Canada Presbytérian” mean when it speaks of s
promptitude of the Brooklyn Presbytery in dealing
with the rumours and charges against Talmage? Does
it know that the only charges touched on yet are prety
old ones? For a long time past, there have been
loud mutterings about Talmage’s misconduct, but the
Presbytery dared not look into the matter.

POOR ARCHBISHOP PURCELL is in difficulty again.
Now Committees bother him.  He appointed one to
receive contributions for his relief, and the priests of
his diocese appointed another.  Itis a wonder that
there has been no investigation in his case.

IN the “Fountain” of March 6th, Dr. Parker
DEACON BIRCH, of the Stratford church, passed,has 3 paper headed, “ The Rev. Baldwin Brown on

Its progress thus far has cer- |
| woe that pour from them help to turn the wheel of gov-

Church could have spared many better men.” Fu-deadly discase.
neral services were held on Sunday, 6th inst., in,“°““‘he bar. "
The sermons were preached in the curse of Canada.

|

The world and the,shun—shun it as you would a place recking with

I mean the place I mentioned just
Whiskey may well be called “ The
It #s. That firc-water they hand
you over the bar of the drinking-saloon takes the col-
our from your face, the light from your eyes; it brings
paralysis upon your limbs,and fills your brain with
mad, ungovernable dewvils. Those places are licensed,
and so legalized. The black streams of desolating

ernment ; but they are sources of ruin and death none
theless. I wish they could be abolished—1 wishthey
cuuld.  And they can, for the most part. It may be

lawyers of New York. And what good will come ow | done by you young men keeping away, and persuading

others to keep away.  Refuse to let that molten iron
run through your veins——refuse to give your brain to
madness and vour heart to death, and you will dry up
the stream, and choke this misery at the very springs.
1 would say, have rooms well aired and well ighted

nineteenth century goes far ahead of the fastest ecclest- ; where you can meet ; pass a law prohibiting intoxi-
astical machinery. By the way, what does the,ca ag drinks and gambling of every sort, and then

admit all the games you can find and have room for ;
provide newspapers and periodicals, and hiterature of
every kind but what is simply vicious. You should en-
courage and cultivate music—wisit the banks of the
river, and the sides and top of our mountan 1n sum-
mer time. That way you may find a real recreauon,
a real unwinding strengthening for the sinews, and
hope and courage for the heart, and content in all the
life.”

He then goes on to speak of the need of personal

away to his rest and reward on the morning of the Congregationalism New and Old.” The doctor sym- | religion 1n political hife. Especially does political hife

1oth ult)

be with Christ, which is far better.

-ty-eight years of age, ticle, and we quote them :—“ We.agree heartily with

He had been laid aside since the first | pathizes with Mr. Brown in his strictures on recent de- | need the religion of chamty.
Sabbath of the year. The many friends who mourn ; velopments in the English Congregational Union. He | ever insisting on their rzg/tss,
his loss are comforted to know that he has gone to is very hard on the organizers and statisticians. The, feehngs of others.
He was seven- | concluding sentences give a good idea of the entire ar- | weak,

Men are not to be for-
They are to study the
The strong are to bear with the

“So 1 most earnestly implore you to be strong

Mr. Brown in thinking that the official leaders of the|enough, and wise enough, and loving enough to yield

WILL the people of Canada never learn to send fit, Congregationalism of to-day are honest in their pur-; in non-essentials, where yielding 1s needful to peace

men to represent them in Parliament? It may betoo | pose, and thoroughly devoted to what they believe to | and goodwill.
I Not one atom | up what are clearly your nights.
of personal distrust or personal dislike do we feel, nor | walk the streets m a
Our contention is that Indepen- | there are people going slower than you, or tn an op-
dency can do better without claborate organtzation ; posite direction, you must turn out of your course now

much to ask that our legislators should be acquainted | be the interests of the free Churches.
with the rudiments of political economy. Common
sense would demand such a thing, but the exigencies
of party will not permit it. But is it possibl: that de-
cency of behaviour is a disqualification for the House
of Commons? The Gilmor-Domville squabble last

week would have been disgraceful in a bear-garden.

|
|
|

|

daes Mr. Brown.

than with it ; that claborate organization is opposed
' to the very spirit of Independency ; that the strength
of Independency is in the holiness, the intelligence,

l:md the faithfulness of the individual churches ; that,
THE world moves { J. Hyatt Smith, a Baptist min- ' vhen those churches meet, their supreme object should
ister of Brooklyn, well known as an advocate of open | be to take counsel as to the decper reading of the
communion views and practices, was called to admin- | Scriptures, 2 nobler charity towards heretcs, and a
ister the right of baptism on a Protestant in the Rom- ! more faithful scrvice in socicty. Commiitiees, sub-
an Catholic Hospital of Brooklyn, N.Y., and he bap-‘committccs, officers, resolutions, amendments, mov-
tized the man by sprinkling! He used the Episcopal ‘ ings, sccondings, risings to order, minutes and con-
Book of Common Prayer! And a sister of charity | firmation of minutes,—upon all these we look with ap-
brought and held the bowl of water for him!  And | prehension, and, in our judgment, the fewer we have
two Episcopalians and one Presbyterian were present | of them the better.  Our hope is that the time will
as witnesses!  Things must have beer marvellously | againt come when the sacred watchword will be . In-
- mixed theze, but would it not be a blessed thingif they | dependency a Theocracy, not a sect.

There are umes when you must give
You have a right to
straght linc; but when

and then.  You have a night to be protected in the
streets ; but if you go teasing bad tempered dogs you
must take the consequence.  If you are gong through
a farm and there are bulls about, don't tic a red hand-
kerchief about your hat, although it was given to you
by your grandfather, and you have a perfect nght to
wear it as you please.  There 1s a law of expediency
which we must consult—there is a law of Christian
charity which should rule our lines.  Yov cannot in-
sist upon carrying out what you have been taught to
the strict letter of i, for others have been taught 1n
opposite ways. You can :nsist upon nothing but toler-
ation—lhiberty to agree with you, or to differ from ycu
—and above all, a true Christian charity thatis always
kind.
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41 loye the Bible—!t shines with the truth of God ;
1t has made plain to me my duty and my destiny ; it
has taught me the power of prayer, the seeret of faith,
the beauty of holiness ; it has taught ine how to order
my living, and how to lecave my dying to the care of
Him who lives forevermore; it has taught me my
place in eocicty, in the universe—how tifat I am free
in dependence, and dependent in freedom.  But the
the truth the Bible teaches is greater than the Bible,
and I care for sial most. I cannot leam it without
the Bible? then 1 must have my Bible, and my right
to interpret it.  No priest, no Church, and no or-
ganization must take 1t from me.  The style of
printing or of binding I care little about; but the
Bible I must have. I leve the altar—-it is the place of
my sacrifice, of my prayer ; 1t is the symbol to me of
God's patience and mercy ; it is the point o! contact
between carth and heaven ; I must have freedom of
access to that, and no man, no church, and no organ-
ization must bar my way to it.

“Working young men, and all others here t—Shall
I tell you how you can best promote the principles of
the Bible, and how you can best defend the altar?
Lct your Zives be in accordance with both, Take the
idea of God you find in the Bible—that He is the
All-wise and the All.good, ever loving and blessing
you ; take the Christ of the Bible, going about doing
good—not pleasing Himself, but speaking, living,
dying to save sinners; take the brotherhood of the
Bible with its teachings of honesty and truthand Jove;
take the freedom the Bible enjoins—ind:vidual Liber-
ty, manhood’s assured rights and privileges. DButread
and mark at the same time the grand servitude of the
Gospel—see how it teaches you to put yourselves un-
der restraint, and the law of self-denial for the sakeof
others.  You cannot be the freemen of truth and
Christ if you are under bondage to an organization,
to a custom—if you are to be moved and comman i-
ed by other men. \Would you protect the altar?. ~
then live out the idea, the idea of mercy and s2.n-
fice. You will vindicate our Protestantis= vest by
being tolerant of everything but intolerance. It it
is better—as you and I firmly butieve it to be—if
it is better than other forms of faith, show it and
commend it by your own industry, your own honesty,
your own benevolence te friends and foes, your own
charity, your willingness to forcgo a right to secure
general peace.  That is the best Church which
makes the best manhood and womanood.

“My brothers, seck after that muankeod~vut it
before all custom, all tradition, all creads, all organ-
fzations.  Christiap manhood is before and bigger
than all of them.  Whatever would restrict the
growth of that; whatever would hinder its free de-
velopment, put away ; whatever will help you to be
truc and good, be it in creed, or Church, or organ-
ization—or outside of them all—take it; for your
first concern is the salvation of your own soul”

FESUS LIFTED UP.

Looking in another direction, we find tke Church
con{ronted by critical skepticism and scientific doubt,
which aim 0 break down the bulwarks of her faith,
and raze her walls of salvation to the grourd. But
while we survey this frowning evil, let us not be un-
duly alarmed, or make too hasty concessions but be
vigilant and wise in meeting it on broad and sound
grounds. Holding to the Bible as our sole rule of
faith and practice, we must maintain the supremacy of
the Bible by placing it in its right position; angd that
is, that it is a perfectly completed book. The Bible
of to-day is the Bible of alt the centuries of the Chns-
tian era, and will be of all the centuries to come.  As
it came from Him, it can naither be added to nor
taken from without incurring the anathema of its
Author. But the science which opposes this Bible is
but the science of to-day. It was not the stience of

and the Bible do agree when the perfected circle of
science shall be placed on the perfected circle of the
Holy Scriptares. ‘Then only can we rightly measure
cach, and when that time comes it will be found that
the circumference of science and the circumference of
revelation have one and the same periphery, because
they have one and the same divine centre,'the same
one living and true God.

In the apostles’ day there were “oppesitions of
science, falsely so-called.”In every age since then the
sanie assaults have been renewed, but the Bible has
calmly held on ivs way. It waits patiently for confirm-
ation as the ages roll on, and each advance of true
'science does bring it moreinto accord with revelation,
What the clergy have to do is not to attempt to put
on Saul's armour and go forth to fight what they
would call a Philistine science with something that
they have not proved and cannot wicld, but to take
the smooth stones out of Scripture, and in the name
of the uplifted One so hurl them that even giant defiers
of the Isracl of God shall fall before the simple truth,
slung by the humblest shepherd of the flock. This
preaching is now, as in Pauls day, to the Jew a
stumbling block, and to the Greek foolishness, but it
is still what it was then, and what it will ever be—
Lhrist the power of God and the wisdom of God.
When the apostles preached this uplifted Christ, they
did it not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth,
lest the Cross of Christ should be of none effect, but
with that plainness of men fully imbued with the truth
which they heralded, and telling it out in the fulness
and directuess which all will feel who realize that they
are bought with a price, even the precious blood of
the uphited Jesus.

CHRISI N GIVING.

It is of the nature of, and forms a part of worship.
Worship may be defined as’including, reverence for
God, trust in Him, love toward Him, and consecration
of ourselves and all that we have to Him. This wor-
ship may either be private and informal between the
inaiyidual and God alone, or it may be public and
forma! bafore the world, and in this aspect, in all ages
of the Chunch’s history it ever included the act of giv-
ing, it was so undei the cld dispensation from its
first institution. For ovzr and abova all the gifts and
offerings that were prescribed and  Zixed by the letter
of the Levitical law. It was commanded that, “Three
timesin the year shall all thy males appear before
the Lord thy Grd in the place which He shall choose,
intns feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of
weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles, and they shall
not appear before the Lord empty.” “Every man shall
give as he is able, according to the blessing of the
Lord thy Gcd which he hath given thee,” Deut. xvi.
16, 17. Thus the giving was essential to right and ac-
ceptableworship, [ts withholding vitiricd 2nd destroy-
ed the whole act, whileits faithful discharge was in.
timately connected with flourishing piety in the indi-
vidual soul, and the constant and general keeping of
the commandmen: was ever accompaniced with the
Divine blessing,and was a sure guarantte of national
prosperity. As it was instituted, so it existedand con-
tinued to be recognized and practised during the
checquered history of the Hebrew monarchy. It sur-
vived the captivity, and in the days of our Saviour,
the casting into thetreasury formed part of the temple
worship. “The dissolution of the old dispensation and
the introduction and establishment of the new did not
alter the nature and spirit of true warship n the
least. Under the old, the tithes and offenings were
distinctly prescribed and enumerated, while the free-
will offerings were at the option of the individual as
his love or gratitude might prompt him. Under the
new, there is no bond but that of love or gratitude laid
on any one, It is only “give as the Lord hath pros-

pered you,” and lay by you on the first day of the

the Jast century; it willnot be of the century to come. | week; and, on that day “forget not the assembling of
These sciences, of whatever name, are vanable and | yourselves together? Hence we sce that all tue
uncertain.  Not onc is on a fixed and immovable | worship 1s1nseparably connected with giving; and con-
basis. Not one that may not be altered, or set aside { versely, that ail right giving is of- the nature and es-
by some new discavery, or by some new gencralization. | sence of true worship.

It will be ume ecnough to say whether these scicnces

It should be systematic ; not fitful and uncertain

Just as in everything else, if we wish to go on smooth-
ly and grospereusly, we must go according to some
scttled and definite plan. It ought to be locked up-
on as a part of our life wvork, and as such be con-
stantly before our minds. We should settle with our
own consciences as in the sight of GeZ both the
schemes to which we give and the amount of our giv+
ing, and then adhercto it as in any other matter of .
business, and if weset about it in this conscicntious
and busingss-like manner, there will be no fear of our
withholdingaltogether, because we haveso little to give.
For in so giving God will not only bless the gift but
bless us in the giving and make it to.us a blessed
thing to give.

This methodical arrangement of the duty will help
to make us cheerful in our giving—and God loves
a cheerful giver, If we have no well defined plan of
giving, we will seldom find ourselves prepared to give,
when we are asked, and when asked in these circum-
stances the conflict between the sense of duty and in-
ability rightly to discharge it, makes the calls of the
collector sources of irritation and dislike to us, so that
the spiritin which we give if we give at all, is snch as
to rob us of ail the pleasure connected with our giv-
ing, deprives us of all the good that accrues to us
from right giving, and leaves us no right to expect
God's blessing, - - : : :

Again, we should be disciminating in our giving,
and to this end it will have to be swtel/ligamt. All ob-
jects are not alike deserving, and theve mey be honest
differences of opinion as to which is the most needful
or the most deserving scheme; but in orderto a de-
cision or a judgment there must be information on
many points, acquaintance with the condition of the
world at large, with the state of our own Jand and the
schemes of our own Church in particulaz. This can
only be acquired by reading and reflection, and hav-
ing thus informed ourselves and decided as to which
of the mahy we are to give our most earnest support,
while at the same time we ought not to withhold en-
tirely from_any, we will give with discriminaiion, and
thus be ‘ennabled to "give grayerfwlly, fulfilling the
Scripture, “In all things by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your request be made known to
God,” praying that God would bless you in your giv-
ing, and more and more enlarge your-heart and open
your hand, praystg that His blessing may rest on
what you give, graying that He would bless the pat-
ticular object for which you give, and if we thus pray-
ed in our giving, * dlexander the coppersmitk® would
be entirely cast out of all our special givings.

Let us next enquire what would be the results of
such giving as we have indicated ; these would betwo-
fold, direct and reflex. '

1t would do away at once with all that vast compli-
cated and cumbrous machinery which has been called
into existence for the purpose of raising the funds ne-
cessary for carrying on the work of the Church. Let
1t once be recognized and acted on, that giving is es-
sential to and forins 2 part of acceptable worship, and
there would be a return at once to the scriptural
method of laying by in store as the Lord has pros-
pered us, and on the first day of the week we would
bear our own offerings and cast them into the treas-
ury of the Lord. Our worship would thenbe cuom-
plete,and not shorn of its essence in being divorced
from our giving.

Another direct result would bea large increase in
the aggregate of our contributions from the very fact
that our giving would be systematic and constant and
not desultory and fitful, and as a necessary conse-
quence of this increase there would be a rapid exten- _
sion of the Church itself, not only in building up the
waste places in our own land, but by sending the
messengers of the cross into the dark places of the
earth, and sustaining them while jthere by our sub-
stance and our prayers.,

There would be a large increase of large-heartedness
on the partof those giving. It would widen the range
of our sympathies, strengthen the bonds of fellow-
feeling between ourselves and the world atlarge. 1t
would deepen our convictions of the brotherhood of
the whole human race, and thoroughly arouse us to

the fact that as sinners, we all stand in the sightof
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God oh one common ground, and that if we differ
from others it is because we are debtors to His grace
and not the recipients of our deserts. It would resvlt
in a deeper and more fervent piety, a higher standard
of spiritual life,a great increase of joy in the service
of , a more rapid and fully deve' ,wd spiritual
growth, 4 more triumphiant entrance into eternal
rest.

CARD-PLAYING.

~

The following is substantially the answer given by
a pastor to a young member of his church who had
asked him, ¥ Why is it wrong to play cards?”

Opposition to card-playing is, with me, first of all a
matter of spiritual irstinct. Ever since I knew the
Saviour as mine, 1 have felt that that amusement
which more than almost any thing else is the joy and
the passion of the worldly and the vicious, the dis-
honest and the depraved, must of nect:ssity be incon
sistent with high spirituality and unfavourable to
zowth in grace. I have felt that that which Satan
wses 3o largely to ensnare and destroy men must
:necessarily be bewitching and dsstructive; and that
ithat which is thé bosom-friend and inseparable com-
pahion of the grog-shop, the dance-house, the theatre,
'and the brothel must, of course, have had lik. par-
entage and bring forth like progeny.

Card-playing, promiscuous dancing, and theatre-
going constitute the trinity’ which the thoroughly
wotldly and the wicked woirship, Cah that professing
‘Christian whose heart worships at the same shrine be
‘filled largely with the Spirit of Chfist? Can any man
serve two masters? Can the love of the world and
the love of the Father dwell in the same heart? If
thé things named are not “of the world,” what is?

I would not assert that none who indulge in card-
playing can be Christians. It may not be inconsist-
erit with'the existence of grace in the heart; but I feel
very sure that it is inconsistent with a' high state of
spirituality, and that it'is n many ways unfavourable
‘to'the growih of piety. Some of these will readily
occur to you., It is usually engaged in as an evening
.entertainment, and as such is sure to absorb the time
«which ought to be given to the duties of the closet.
«It is both ‘excitibg and fascinating, and so tends to
.unfit the mind for the profitable reading of God's word
:and for secret prayer. It is likely to beget feelings
.that are anything but devotional, and so to disqualify
:the heart for communion Wwith God.
~ In addition to these personal considerations, it
=seems to me to be of pernicious tendency as an ex-
ample to others, especially to the young, many of
whom undeniably are being_ constantly ensnared and
destroyed by it. And, to say the least of it, it is a
aeedless, a trifling, and therefore a profane appceal to
God’s providential decision. For thess, and for other
reasons, every Christian ought to say of it, as Paul
.said of eating meat, when his example might lead
others into sin, “I will not do it, while the world

. stands.”
1 know that what I have written would 1.5t have
_ much weight with those who love this amusement.
There are none so blind as those who do not wish to
see. The heart has much more to do with the forma-
tion of our opinions on such subjects than either our
reason or.our conscience. Many say, “I see nothing
wrong in it.” Very likely. It is written of another
transaction that “ When the woman saw that the tree
was good for food, and that it was pleasant tv the
«eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruit thereof and did cat.” Yes, she did;
ard she thereby “brought death into our world, and
all our woe” She saw no harm in it; but the harm
was there notwithstanding. .

The true antidote 10 the lave of cards, and all other
dahgerous or doubtful recreations is the love of Christ.
Fill the heart with this and it will expel the other,
_just as certainly as light drives out darkness, or heat
banishes cold. * All the sophistries and illusions of a
wortld-loving, pleasurc-secking reasoning are casily

_dissolved and dissipated by the divine, transcendent
. Jogic of John and Paul: “We love him because he

ATTENTION.

No book suffers so much from inattentive, listless
readers and hearers as the Bible.  The familiar words
fall upon the ear, often failing to arrest even a passing
attention. How many people in an average congre-
gation hear the Scriptures read in the service on the
Lord’s day, and could not possibly tell, if asked im-
mediately afterward, what had been recad, whether
Psalm, Gospel, or Epistle !

The listless attitude of mind, in which many of us
indulge in church, is largely responsible for this. An
honest Scotchiman, when pressed for the reason cf his
enjoyment of the service, said, “It’s so comfortable
like, I just puts up my legs and thinks of nothing.”
May not too many of us have to confess that we too
“think of nothing?” Ministers might perhaps do
something to win attention to the reading of God's
word in the Sabbath services by reading contin-ously
certain portions and commenting wiscly upon them,
the people following with Bible in hand.

The habit of taking heed how one hears, may, I am
sure, be cultivated in children. Visiting some years
since in a singularly attractive Christian home, we
were invited into the ubrary to join in the Sabbath
afternoon Bible.reading, which was customary in the
family. There we found the father, mother, and
three children, the youngest ten years old. The pas-
sage read was the account of Paul's shipwreck. 1
listened to the familiar story, but was somewhat
alarmed when the father proceeded to ask questions
as 10 the details of the narrativey questions which 1
could not possibly answer because of my careless lis-
tening. The young people were cager, interested, and
showed that they had learned to give diligent heed to
the reading. After a half hour of questions and
answers and tnstructive talk together, hymns and the
creed were repeated, and eamnest prayer offered, 1 at
least learned one lesson I shall not soon forget. On
our return home, the Sabbath afternoon Bible-reading
was introduced in our family. Our little people enjoy
it, and we find it especially helpful, as it secures atten-
tive listening to the Scripture read.

Let us become fivst atfentive kearcrs and readers of
God’s Word that we may be also carnest doers.

SOLOMON THE PREACHER.

Solomon was a great eXperimenter 0., human life.
He tried all ways of it. He tried what wealth, what
wisdom, what mirth and music, building of houses,
planting of vineyards, making of orchards and gardens,
could do to make a man happy and keep him so.
And 'he conducted each experiment of this kind upon
the largest scale, and carried it to its furthest issue.
His position gave him full command of all the means
and instruments of human enjoyment, and he exer-
cised that command iwithout limitation or restraint.
Whatsoever his eyes desired he kept it not from them;
he withheld not his heart from any kind of joy. We
are not to imagine that he did all this at the prompt-
ing of any higher motive, or for any religious end,
He did it as multitudes in lesser spheres and to a
more limited extent are doing it—to gratify the de-
vices and desires of his own heart, But he was all
the while, though unconsciously, fulfilling a high and
benevolent purpose of the Supreme, and when after-
wards he was brought to the love and service of God,
he was directed to put on record, for the guidance and
warning of all after generations, a history of earlier
experience. It is in this light, regavding them as
written for this purpose, that the opening chapters of
the Book of Ecclesiastes are to be read by us.—Dr.
Hanna.

THE SIN OF WORRY.
There are men in the world who wear a girdle o1

|

\
|

of worry occasions! Mary and Martha are always in
confusion—never able to comprehend one another.
What business impatience and misunderstandings are
inspired by this same contradiction, as it exists in
common forms |

The assurance nceds to be taken home by every
one of us that worry is the deadly foe of the gospe}
and of common sense. In both the general and the
special providences of God, which are revealed to us
on every page of the Bible, there are distinct utter-
ances against this tendency, by which we are all
plagued. But w addation to these promuscs, there ure
positive precepts, which make it most cvident that
anxiety has in it the very nature of sin, and is the
mother of misery. However nervous, depressed, and
despairing may be the tone of any one, the Losd
leaves him no excuse, for there is Gad's promise to
overbalance all these natural difficulties.  In the
measure in which the Christian enjoys hie privileges,
risc3 above the things that are seen, hides himself in
the refuge provided for him, wall he be alile to voice
the confession of Paul and say, “NMone of these
things"—however combined and confederate they may
be—**none of these things move me.”

.

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Eternal life is said to consist in the know!lsdge of
God, and of Jesus Christ whom Hehas sent. To im-
part this knowledge 1s the work of the Spint. He
enables us to see the glury of God, as it shunes in the
face of Jesus Chnst. It 1s thus discovery which pro-
duces holiness. By beholding His glory we are
transformed into His image, from glory to glory.
When Chrnist was thus revealed to Paul he was in-
stantly converted from a persecutor into a worshipper
of the Lord Jesus, And this is the history of every
conversion from that day to this. It matters not to
the blind that the heavens are flooded with glory, or
that the earth 1s clad with beauty; and it matters not
to the spintually blind that God has clothed Himself
in flesh and dwelt among us. But when the Spint
opens our eyes, then the beatific vision breaks in upon
the soul with all its transforming power; then we be-
come new creatures in Chnst Jesus.—Dr. Charles
Hodge.

IT is said that never since the gloomiest days of
Puv's Administration has England suffered as much
as she does now from financial and commercial de-
pression.

Peter McKenzie’s advice is good + “If you have a
greedy disposition, and the devil comes to you when
you are in the act of giving, and tells you,  You can’t
afford it,’ say to him, ‘If you don't keep quiet I'll
double it,’ and he'll soon give it up”

THE negro emigration from the Southern States has
assumed formidable dimensions. Kansas seems to be
regarded Ly the blacks as their Promised Land. The
question of setting apart a territory for their use is now
discussed, and it may result in somcthing practical.
The only sufferers will be the Southern States, which
will lose their labouring population,

PHILLIPS BROOKS is right, although he is much
belaboured in some quarters.  In the Princeton ¢ Re-
view” he wrote  “It is the glory of the earhiest
church that it had for its pcople no demanded creed
of abstract doctrine whatsoever. In the vencrable wis-
dom of the apostolic symbol it believed in Father,
Son and Spirit, the One Eternal God. . To talk
of a crecdless Christianity or a creedless church is
folly. It is not creeds simply, but bad creeds, or over-
minule creeds, ox foo many creeds, that are objection-
able. The Apostles’ creed lays only the great vital

fret, as trying as any friar’s to annoy themselves.  truths, those without which Christianity would be a
They fancy that in such experience is to be found the , mere vague name, those in their simplest statement

highest fulfilment of religious duty and the truest ex-  before the new disciple, and says

pression of this world’s probation.
said that they procure their tickets, and then camy
their luggage with them wherever they go, while there
is provided a proper and capacious receptacle for all

!
|

‘Dost thou believe

Some one has in them?”” Every Chnstian must havea creed, every

Christian organization must have a crced  But let
them be the simplest possible.  Let them deal with
facts and not with tkeories and philosopiies This is

-6irst loved us;” “The love of Christ constraineth us.”{encumbrances. Cr, what domestic infelicity this spirit | that we contend for.

»
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RELIGIOU VENTION ‘LISM.

UCH of'the religion of the day is con-
l ventional, That is, it is merely a re-
ligion of custom and fashion. It is a religion
that accepts cverything that 1s gencrally ac-
cepted and does cverything that is usually
done, It dare not go out of the beaten track.
- It dare not look at anything except through

rrme
[VIVPY ]

months Bible-readings were the rage every-
where, and Bagster's Bible was in universal
demand.  And so is it in everything.  Our
prayer-meetings run in ruts: the regulation
hymns are sung and the regulation remarks
arc made , onc praycr-mecting is a specimen
of ten thousand. Qur Sunday Schoeols run
in ruts: the same things are done in the same
way by the same men forever and ever. Our
preaching runs in ruts. There is nothing that
bears to any appreciable extent the stamp of
individuality and naturalness. It seems as
if, in the estimation of most men, the one sin
was to be themselves, the one virtue to be

other people’s spectacles.

Now, we will not affirm that this conven-
tional religion is altogether an evil. We have
no sympathy with those who dcspxsc what is
custoraary, merely because it is customary.
In any department of hfe there is no merit
necessarily in trampling on what is fashion-
able, It is better, if that be possible, to go
with the crowd than to run n opposition to
it—certainly, it is more casy and more ami-’
able.  But the tendency to do this may be
carried to excess ; and it scems to us that it
is carried to excess in these days, Men are
too apt to follow blindly in the wake of
others.  They are not ready enough to find
their way for themselves, to think and act for
themselves.

This is true in the matter of rchgxous be-
lief.  Christian truth is many-sided. Itis
infinite in its dimensions. It shows a thou-
sand aspects: it reaches out in a thousand
directions, And when men look at it—look
at it thoughtfully and earnestly-—every one al-
most will discover some peculiarity that does
not appear to another.  And, so, when it is
studied preperly, there must result an endless
variety of view.  But how little of this vari-
ety of view is found in the rank and file in
our churches! How few are they who use
their own eyes! How few are they who re-
alize that they have minds of their own!
The fact is, in theology as in politics—as in
everything clse, indeed—there is too much of
slavery to party. A man affiliates himself
with a certain school, and practically he binds
himsclf ever after to accept every dictum of
that school.  There is to him nothing good
which that school does. not possess. He
locks himself up in a club-room, and his
world is ever after within its walls. The
opinions and sentiments that obtain there are
the only ones worth cherishing.

Soalsois it in the matter of religious work.
Our activitics are turned into a few conven-
tional channels. And, of course, there are
fashions in this as there are in dress.  And
these fashions are sometimes as evanescent in
theone case as in the othei. Let somestrong
man, or better, let some influential clique, in-
troduce some new {eature, and let it be what
it may be, the multitudes will blindly adopt
it. Mr. Moody in his evangelistic services
held mectings for Bible-reading, and in his

somecbody else.

The same thing is witnessed in other di-
rections.  In the buildidg of places of wor-
ship, churches follow in each other’s wake to
a ruinons extent, Few churches are intelli-
gent cnough to find their own work and do
it. Onechurch crects a beautiful and expen-
sive building, and in a short time a hundred
will attempt the same thing. The question is
never asked whether it is proper and right to
doit, Itis done, And then comes theinevi-
table struggle to get rid of heavy burdens.
Some churches,no doubt,need costly edifices;
such edifices help them in their peculiar
work. Others do not need them: they are
better off without them, Is it not thedictate
of common sense, to say nothing of Christian
principle, that every church consider its own
circumstances and surroundings, and act ac-
cording to the best and wisest judgment
which it can command. No two churches
are similiarly situated: no two churches,
therefore, should seek precisely the same
things.

We would say to cvcry mdxvndualChnstxan,
we would say to every Society of Christians:
Don't be guided in everything you do by any
unwritten ecclesiastical book of patterns.
Learn this: that God has given you individ-
uality, individuality of character and of ob-
ligation.  Find your own place, and occupy
it as best you can.

LIBERTY OF THOUGHT AND EX-
PRESSION IN THE REALM OF
THEOLOGICAL ENQUIRY.

BY KEV. j. R. BLACK,::-. S$T. CATHARINES,

HERE is liberty, ample liberty, in this
direction, but not within the Christian
Church.  Scien*ists, not content with their
broad ficld in the domain of physics, have
gone over into that long considered as be-
longing exclusively to theologians. And once
there they began to discuss about the more
sacred things, in the same bold, free spirit
which characterized them when engaged with
the laws of heat and light and disease. But
the liberty which these iconoclasts have taken,
and taken largely without a protest. from the
guardians of theology, scems to be denied
those within the pale of the orthodox
Churches. It seems to be taken for granted

readings he used Bagster’s Bible. In three

that a young man who has been educatedina

so-called evangelical ¢ollege, and entered his
public ministry through the laying of evangel-
ical hanas, shallgo on uttering the same views
of divine truth and enforcing the same prin-
ciples taught him in the college, and held by
those under whose approbation he began his
work,

Nowall thxs arises from a mxsapprchcnsxon
that the views of truth which obtained in the
college and were held by the brethren in the
ministry were correct and so correct that they
are incapable of any modification whatever.

But history teaches us, that in every age
new light has been breaking forth from the
pages of inspiration. And we should not for-
get that that which has been may be still, as
by this forgetfulness we may be led to con-
clude that we are the wise ones, and none can
advance on our knowlecge., And after all
what, amid the controversy of the centuries,
has been settled, settled beyond reasonable
doubt? Verylittle. It may be expressed in
one short sentence: “God was in Christ re-
conciling the world unto himself.”

Of this there can no longer reasonably be
any debate on the part of those who accept
the Bible as a revelation from God, and will
listen to the voice of history for the past
eighteen hundred years. Now, with this truth
as a pivotal centre every man should be free
to move. And what though in his move-
ments round this grand centre, he be led to
doubt such doctrines as formulated by doctors
of theology, and doubtmg them, he go on to
discuss them freely. Should he not have lib-
erty to doso? What right has any man or
body of men to cry “heretic?” or sitting in
solemn conclave pronounce anathemas against

him?
S—————————

THE ONLY STANDARD

There is a constant tendency to substitute tradi-
tionalism in the Church for the Word of God. - The
story is an old one.  First the creed or the gloss is
prepared as an interpretation of the Bible ; then it is
accepted as an equivalent to the Bible; then it comes
to take the place of the Bible,  The divine standard
1z crowded out ; the human standard takes its place.
Tuose who are carrying on this process are generally
unconscious of it, but it is none the less real and
dar.gerous ; dangerous alike to the liberty and thelife
of the Church. Tradition, whether it be an unwrittea
“old faith of the New England Churches,” or 2 care.
fully formulated “Westminster Confession,” can never
become a standard in lieu of the Bible without becom-
ing an obstruction instead of an incentive to intellect-
ual and spiritual growth,

Indeed the very characteristic of the Bible which
causes it too often to be denied its place as the sole
standard of truth should cause it to be lovingly and
reverently preserved. It ought not to be supplanted;
it need not be supplemented. The fact that it admits
of a variety of interpretation is 2 reason not against
but in favour of its sufficiency. It is said by those
who do not regard it as adequate that not only all
Evangelical Christians—Baptists and Pardo-Baptists,
Presbyterians, Lutherans, Episcopalians, Congrega.
uonalists, Calvinists and Anminians—profess toaccept
the Bible as the Word of God, but that to these may
be added many in the Umtanan, the Universalist and
the Roman Catholic communions ; and that to recog-
nize no other standard of truth than the Bible is to
cpen the door wide to 2 communion which di

all distinctions. It night be enough to reply thatthe
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Divine Author of the Bible knew both its character
and the cazabilities of human nature, that if He had
desired He could easily have inspired some prophet or
apostle to formulate a2 more exclusive standard, and
that since He has given one which separates men
rather by their spirit than by their intellectual opin-
fons it is possible that this is the separation which He
desires should be recognized by His Church. Buioue
may easily go farther, and see why this very ambigu-
ity of the Bible makes it a better standard than the
creeds which are proposed either to supplant or to
supplement it.  The Bible may be briefly described
as the History of the Life of God in the Soul—of the
individual and of the race. It has often been pointed
out that it contains no formulated creed ; and the
omission is significant.  What it does contain is the
record of spiritual life, of which the creed is only an
intellectual analysis.

For example, the Bible contains little or no discus-
sion respecting the origin of sin in the world ; but it
abounds with portrayals, in every possible form, of the
experience of personal humility, contrition and re-
pentance because ot personal sin. It containy nodis-
cussion respecting the philosophy of the atonement;
but every page is luminous with the experience of a
joyful trust in a pardoning God, and a peace in Him
which passes all understanding. It vowhere states
the doctnine of the Trinity—three Persons in one
God ; but it exhausts language in its utterance of
homage, reverence and affection to the Divine Son.
It nowhere emulates the pages of the modemn theo-
logical review in an attempted accurate definition of
the nature or limits of future punishment ; but it por-
trays in unequalled eloquence of feeling the uwe with
which the devout soul fooks to a possible meeting
with a just and holy God ot a soul with #ins unforgiv-
en and a heart unchanged. It contains no wise phil-
osophical disquisitions concerning the nature of moral
obligation ; but there is no book and no literature
which compares with it in power to inspire a devout,
unselfish, heroic life. . In short, it contains very few
definitions ¢ very little purely intellectual philosophy ;
but it portrays, as no other book has ever done, that
spiritual experience whose three essential elements are
repentance, faith and love; sorrow for and aban.
donment of sin, trust in a pardoning and healing
Saviour, and consecration and allegiance to a holyand
loving God. -

Account for it as we may, of the fact there can be
no question, that the spiritual life which the Bible por-
trays is to be found equally eminent in men of very
different logical qualities and theological opinions,
No devout Protestant can question the spiritual life
of Fenelon ; no devout Catkolic will deny the evi-
dences of spiritual life in Robinson. A man may have
humility, faith and love in ecither the Romish or the

- Profastant communion. 'Whoever actually possesses
this divine life, of which the Bible is the one divine

. intetpreter, is a child of God. 'Whoever consecrates
himself to the direct work of promoting this divine life
in other men is 2 Christian teacher.  The essentials
of Christianity are in the life, not in the philosophy
about the life, They are not the doctrines of original
sin, the proper deity of our Lord, the simplicity of
moral action ; they are personal humility, repentance,
faith, trust, love. The foundations of true religion are
in experience. And the reason why the Bibleis a
standard of truth, such as no creed ever was or ever
can be, is because it is a divinely inspired disclosure
of this divinely inspired life.  The intellectual analy-

- sis of it is always partial and imperfect.  The life it-
self is alone divine.

Any,attempt to supplement the Bible by an author-
itative creed, to require either of the church member
or of the minister adhesion to 2 human philosophy of
this divine life, whether it be afforded by a written or
an unwritten tradition, impairs the liberty of the mind

. by practically saying to it . “ Thus far and no farther
shalt thou go;” and impairs the spirituality of the
Church by diverting its attention from the life to the
philosophy, from the essentials of humility, faith and
charity, to the non-essentials of intellectual opinion.
He who has n¢ sense of sin and therefore no experi-
snse of repentance, no consciousness of the presence

of a Divine Saviour and therefore no living trust in
Him, no sympathetic realization of the brotherhood of
man and the fatherhood of God, and therefore no
catholic love for the one and no supreme consccration
to the other, is not worthy to be inducted into the
Christian ministry.  He may serve his fellow-men in
other spheres ; but he does not conform to the Bible
standard of truth, which is always a standard of life as
well  But he who possesses these elements of an in.
ward and a divine life, and is “ apt to teach,” will re.
ceive at the Jast a “ Well done, good and faithful ser-
vant,” and the Church of God may safely anticipate
on earth the approbation which God will give in
heaven.

The foundations of Christian truth are in a living
experience ; the interpretation of that living experi-
ence is the Word of God. We recognize no other
standavd of truth. We stand where Jesus Christ, and
Paul, and Luther, and Robinson stood. We would
stand here though we stood alone,

The true safeguard against heresy in pulpit or pew
is not in venerable traditions, but in spiritual life,
“ And besides this, giving all diligence, add to your
faith virtue ; and to virtue knowledge ; and to know-
ledge temperance ; and to temperance patience ; and
to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly
kindness ; and to brotherly kindness chanty. Forf
these things be in you and abound, they make you
that ye shall be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”—Z%¢ CAristian
Union.

&Jlorrespondence.

'structive to the work of the Church, are the fruits, in

some cases at least, of the itineracy, and are not al-
ways applied with due regard to truthfulness, as illus-
trated in a case which recently occurred in this city,
to the destruction of a young, bnt well-organized,
and prosperous church. Perhaps,in th - case,the pastor
thought  his sublime talents entitled « m to a higher
position,” hence, his scheming for new fields of la.
bour, as he is no sooner settled in his work, than he
begins to look about him for another charge, without
any special preference for any one denomination.

That there are occasional instances, under the per-
manent pastorate system, where a change is desirable
and is sought in an open, frank, and Christian spirit,
without doing violence to the Church and the cause of
Christ, is not to be denied, but to argue that the sys-
fem is calculated to foster, or encourage an unsettled
condition of mind and heart, to the extent that schem-
ing for a change is resorted to and made a constant
study, to the neglect of the all-important work of look-
ing after the spiritual wants of the floc< over which he
is chosen as pastor and shepherd, iv at variance with
all observation and experience.

Happily, for the good of the Church, this scheming
for position, is seldom so unmistakably developed as
in the case above referred to, and this minister receiv-
ed his training under tbe itineracy system, and had
had no experience in “our ways which be in Christ,”
—hence, in slumber be careful that we do not under-
“estimate the amount of local disruption produced
by the sudden and frequent chasge of pastors.”

W. E. WELDING.

Brantford, r1th March, 1879.

‘To the Editer of the CANADIAN INDRPENDRNT.

DEAR SIR,—I am glad that in a recent issue the at-
tention of your readers was directed to the subject of
Church Music. Itis a pafent fact that in many of
our churches congregational singing requires much
more attention than at present it receives, Whether
the congregation does its own singing, or leaves it
wholly to the choir—which too often is the case—
there is need of more study and training.

Could there not be a column opend in the CANA-
DIAN INDEPENDENT {6t contributions to this branch
of musical art? When there are so many different
opinions respecting the style of music best adapted as
a vehicle of praise to God, and also, as to the best
methods of training our congregations to sing, might
not our denominational organ draw attention, from
time to time, to much needed improvements in our
public service of song? A. F. MCGREGOR.

Listowel, March a5th, 1879.

‘To the Editor of the CANADIAN INDEPRNDENT.
Sir,~In looking over the INDEPENDENT of 6th
March, I notice the “ Christian Guardian” has given

inspiration to your pen on the question of ministerial | P

“tramps,” and am glad to see your defence of the per-
manent pastorate from the charge of “scheming.”

It is difficult to see what motive a permanent pas-
tor who is in harmony with his people could have for
scheming. There are few localities in which there is
not plenty of work to do for the Master, to fill up ‘he
time profitably of a faithful pastor. His ministrations
are well received by his people; the fruit of his la-
bour is manifest in the steady growth of his church ;
he is at one with his people and they with him ; his
support, which is forthcoming at the stipulated time,
is ample to meet il his wants, and perhaps something
besides. The way is thus clear for him to employ his
time, and energies in winning souls for Christ : which
is the great work of the ministry. Now, if this be
true, in regard to the permanent pastorate, whence
comes the necessity for scheming ?

The truth is, these lessons in scheming “ nestle un.
der,” and are the fruits of the itineracy system, and
are never shown more clearly, perhaps, than when
they are put in practice by the student thercof, when
he drifts into the fold of denominations holding op-
posite views.

TReligious Bhews,

THE Union church, Providence, R. 1., Dr. A, J. F, Beh-
rends, pastor, has & membership of 663.

THERE are now 350 churches in Burmah, and most of the
work—nezsly all, indeed-~is done by native teachers.

IN Boston it is estimated there ate esght miles frontage of
grog-shops ; in New York city thirty miles.

Dr. CuyLER's church, Lafayette Avcnue, Presbyterian,
Brooklyn, N.Y., has 1,688 nembers.

PARK STREET cuiurcl, Boston, under the pastorate of
Dz, J. L. Withrow, raised for all purposes fast year $33,-
©00.
Tiz English language will be the medium of instruction
at the Syrian Protestant College at Beirut after next Sep-
tember.

Tue Russian Synod of the Greek church is preparing for
missionary wotk in Japan, and the work is to be carried on
on a large scale.

ToTTENHAM COURT ROAD clivrRcH, London, is again
pastorless, Rev. T. Nicholson has just resigned after a
short ministry,

Tue Yeac Book for 1868 says that American Baptists av.
erage an annual contribution of not quite twenty-five cents
cach to all religious work.

BoSTON is about to lose one of its most prominent
reachers, Dr, George C. Lorimer, of Tremont Temple Bap-
istchurch. e is going to Chicago.

A tablet to the memory of the late Rev. Ceurgee Gilfillan
has beer placed in the School Wynd chureh, Dundee, of
which he was pastor,

MR. RassaM has discovered a cilindcr of Sennacherib
dated B. C. 700 It will probably help to decide the exact
year of Sennacherib’s expedition against Hezekiah,

THE International Sunday School lessons for 1880 com-
prise lessons in Matthew for the first six months, and in
Genesis for the remainder of the year.

THE London *‘ Christian " states the deplonable fact that
1,885 of the 5,241 shares of a recently registered brewing
company at Carlisle, are held by clergymen,

Dr. Howarp Croussy of New York has been appomted
Lyman Beecher lecturer in Vafe Theological Seminary for
next year, and it is understood that he accepts the appoint-
ment.

Up to February 1, the total sales in the United States ot
Moody and Sankey’s Gospel Hymns, Nos. 1, 2, and 3, were
6,392,460 cupies, of which 4,713,873 weie of No. 1. Neatly
7,000,000 of No. I have been so’d in England.

Tie American Presbyterian Board of Home Missions
was in debt to the amount of $90,000 on the 1st of Febry.
ary, and it nceds $45,000 more before the end of its fiseal
year.  The secretances make a spewial appeal for contnbu-
tions.

A SMOKER " suggests in the */ Central Presbyterian ™
that 20,000 of the 30,000 members of the Southern Presby.
terian Church who use at least twenty dollars worth of tobacco

You shall not be wanting in evidence to open the
eyes of the ** Guardian” to the fact that these perni-
cious lessons, which, when put in practice, are so de. !

annually, resolve to spend only half as much, and dedicate the
other half, which would amount to $200,000, to the bene.
volent work of their Church. Will they?
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[JZihe SSunday SSchool.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON RV1.

Esth, iv
to-19.

April 20
9. .
GoLpeN TzxT.—! Commit thy way unto the Lord;

trust aleo in Him; and Ho shall bring it to pass.”"—
Ps. xxxvil. §.

" QUEEN ESTHMER.

HOMEK STUDIXS.

Esth. i. 1.22 Vashti divorced.
Esth. ii. 1-33......Esthermude queen,
Esth. i, 1-15.....Haman's plot,

. Esth. iv. 1-17. ...Esther’sresolve,
Esth. §,6.... ...The king's favor,
Esth. 7,8.........The plot defeated,
Esth. g, t0.......The days of Purim.

HELPS TO STUDY.

A beautiful and romantic story is that of Queen Esther.t
To understand our lesson we must take a briefl glance at
the events which preceded it. The story begins In the thind
year {483 B.C.) of Ahasuerus or Xerxes. t a great feast,
which he gave just before he set forth on his disastrous ex-
pedition into Greece, and which was kept up with great
splendour and prodip‘alily for 180 days, when *his heart
was merry with wine,” he sent for the queen, Vashti, that he
might show e beauty to the princes and nobles. This was
s0 thoroughly contrary to all ideas of propriety in & Jand
where women are kept exclusively guarded in the harem,
that the queen refused to come, and was consequently de-
posed and disgraced,

Four years aftervards, u‘pon the retumn of the king from
Grecce, Esther (**Star of Venus,” a Persian name) was
chosen from a number of faic maidens to be queen. She wass
Jewess, whose Hebrew name was Hauussa, * myrtle,” and
who, being an orphan, had been brought up by her cousin
Mordecai.  S~on afterwards Mordecai discovered a con.
:pincy against the king and was the means of saving his
ife,

T.

Another character now appears on the scene.  Haman, a
courtier and flatterer, beeame the royal favourite and rose to
the highest power.  All did him reverence except Mozdecai,
who, being a Jew, would not do homage to this Amalekite
(sce Ex. xvil. 14; 1 Sam. xv.) This embittered Haman's
life, notwithstanding all his honours, He determined to
have revenge, not on Mordecai alone, but on his heted
race. He represented to the king the dangerous and dis-
loyal character of this people and framed a yoyal edict for
their destruction,  Haman was, however, as superstitious as
he was wicked, and cast lots to find a lucky day for this act
of extermination, which was at last appointe) for the 13th
day of the 1ath month. A whole year was thus, as many
estimate, to intcrvene,  Posts conveyed everywhere tidings
of this terrible dzcree, and all, Persians as well as Jews, were
filled with consternation. Mordecal, overwhelmed with
grief and clothed in sackcloth and ashes, took his
position by the king’s gate. He was known by the officials
to be arelative of the Queen.  They told her «f him and his
mourning.  She, in apparent ignorance ol the cause of his
trouble, sent him other garments, which he refused to accept,
She then sent Hatach, the chief eunuch, to enquire what he
meant. Mordeca tent ber word of all that had happened
and of *he cvil accree, and besought her no longer to con-
ceal her Jewish birth, but to go in to the King and make in-
tercession for hes people.  QOur lesson begins with the
Queen's answer,

I, Tus Excuose—Vers, 1032,

The Queen reminds Mordecai of the Persian law. The
King was surnunded withmystery, asoae lifted up above hu-
manity. None could enter into his presence who was not
called, on pain of death, unless the King held out to him
the golden sceptre, in token of his favour. Executioners
stood at the entrance of the court to put to death all in-
truders, unless the King interposed to save them. The
Queen herself appears to have felt that she was out of favour.
She had not been called to come in to him for thirty days,
and he may have become indifferent to her.

tHow dilferent 15 our king? We know Hisgrace—2 Cor.
vii 9. We are continually called intu His presence, and
have alway **access with confidence,” and ** boldaess to
enter in"—Eph. ii. 18 ; iii, 12; Heln x. 19.

Il. Tue REMonstrANCE—Vers. 13-14.

Mordecai, in reply to the Queen's excuse, makes a second
and more urgent appeal.  He appeals, fisst, to her own love
oflife.  Shehersellwas in danger. Could she hopetoescape.
There were many tivals who would be glad to betray her.
No place is sccure from God's weath.  Whosoever wiil save
his life shall lose it.  He unges, secondly, God's faith(al-
ness,  The Jews were IHis covenant people,  From some
other quarter le would provide for their enlargement,
that is, release from danger and deliverance. The people
of God's special care, in whom there centred so many pro-
mises, could not bedestroyed,

Faith must still trast, where all seems hopeless. The
failure of one great agent wiil not thwart God's plan, Even
if we are unfaithful, God's work will go or  but e lose the
reward. Murdecatappeals, thirdly, to the taw of opportuni-

+ The witer 1s unknown, but he must have been an eye-
witness and {amiliar oth Penian customs.  The events he
narates took place in the filty<ight years® interval between
the 6th and 7th chapters of Ezra, about fosty years afler the
dedication of the second temple.

ty—Whg knoweth whether thou art come to the
kingdont for such & time as this? Lvery life well-livel
18 working out a divine clau, althiough we cannot know what
that wlan ie, until it in God's providence unfolds itself—Gen.
xlv. 7.1 P& lxxv. 6, 73 Isai, xlv. 4, §3 Acts vil, :?. Upon
the smallest events the greatest results may depend.  Every
n?glcg.'t of oppoitunityisas really sinflul as the commission
of evil.

III. Tix RESOLVE—Vers, 15.17,

The appeal had its effect. Esther made up her mind to
go in to the King, Ohserve the spiri?z of her yesolve,
Her dependence Is altogether upon God, She realizes the
value of sympathy and of united prayer to which our Lord
has attached a special blessing—Matt. xviil. t9,20. The
Jews always had prayer with this fasting, so that the men.
tion of the latter implies the first.  Our Lord has enjoined
prayer and fasting—Matt. xvii. 21, Fasting was jn har.
mony with the chastened and humbled spirit in which they
sought God's assistance. The more important our work the
more need is there of divine help.  There Is earnestpess in
her purpose—~so will I go; and recognition of God's will,
not cdesperation, when she adds, and if I perish, Iperish
—2 am, x. 12; Gen. xlili. 14.

With wonderful courage, love of her brethren, and self-
sacrifice, Estherresolved to risk her own liie 15 save others
Rom. xvi. 3, 4; and then, with great tact one foresight, she
proceeded to carry out her resolve; She will not state her
case in open court, lest hostile influences might be aroused.
She first wins the King'sfavour, She thenarranges fora ban.
quet, at which she secures Haman's presence.  When sud.
denly challenged he is speechless.  He has no time to rame
excuses, She {dentifies herself with her people, and puts
her own life, as that which was Prcciovz to the King, in the
forefront—vers, 16, The King’s anger is aroused,  Flaman
suffers on the gallows he erected for Morndecaiand the Jews
are delivered.  God’s name does not occur in the book of
Esther, but His preseace shines throughout at, while it il-
lustrates iis providence. Notice four small links in this
wonderful chain :— X

1. Esther preferred above all the virgins,

2. Mordcecai dissovering the conspiracy.

3. \When Haman casts Jots for a-lucky day for hisscheme,
it falls nearly twelve months off, thus giving timc ior it to
be foiled.

4. Most _iking of all : whatever Esther’s motive for the
second postponement of her m}lucst (chaps. s, 8), it was
really God directing her; for that very night came the
king's discovery of Mordecai’s service, and the building,of
the gallows, and next moming the strange scene of Haman
leading Mordecai in state through the city. :

¥

EUROPEAN naturalists are investigating the possibility of
restocking the Alps with the ibex or wild goat that disap.
peared about 200 years agn. A few still rumainin the Tyrol,
and Victor Emmanuet had 2 flock of about 500 in the Pied-
mont Mountains, but they will not bear removal,

THE TIDE OF YEARS.

How slowly pass the years } the malden said ;
The tedious years, with Iagging tread,

The distant days are full of bopes so swest ;
\Why come they with such tardy fect?

How swiftly come the years ! the mother said ;
\itly rapid steps they softly tread 3

And filled so full with toilings and with cares,
The flecting years pass unawaies,

The years are flying | cries the ancient dame 3
We scarcely call them by a name

Before is filled life's chalice to the brim,

And for earth’s scenes our eyes grow dim,

Vet calmly looking o'er the changing tide,
\Whose ¢bb and flow has been so wide 3
Upon each brilliant crested wave J find

A different hue to cheer the mind

For mirths and pleasures, trials, gricfs and fears,
Lie mingled in the tide of ycars;

And in the shining gold of purest joy

Is found the strength of pain's alloy.

\Vhile thus I'm garing, hoping, fearing, still,
I'll sing, though suffering bitter ill ;

And on the ceaseless, restless tide of years
Approach the Jand whers are no teass.

—The Ocetdent.

CHILDREN'S LAUGHTER.

How it ripples across the fields and echoes along the hill
side, as musical as distant church bells pealing over vhe
grassy meadows, where brown village datlings are gatheang
buttercups, Thete are no sounds so sweet to amother’s ear,
cxcept, perhaps, the fist lisping of an infant’s prayer.
Children’s laughter ! How dull the home s wherein its
music has once joyously echoed, but now is heard no more.
How siill is the house when the little ones are asleep and
their pattering foet are silent.  How easily the fun of 2 child
bubbles forth, Take even thosz poor, prematurely aged
hle ones Lred in the gutier, azmped in unhea .0y homes,
end ill-used, it may be by drunken parents, ard you will find
the cluld-nature is not all crushed out of them. They. are
children still, albeit they look so haggard and wan. Tiy to

excite their mirthfulness, and erc lorg a Jaugh rings out, as
wild and free as if thete were no such thing as sorrow in the
world. Let the little ones laugh, then; too soon, alas}
they will find cause to weep. Do not try to silence them,
but let their gleefulness ring out a gladsome peal, reminding
us of the days when we too, could laugh without a sigh.

Glhildren’'s &GYlorner.

" THE SKILFUL SPINNER.

“{/OU spin so fino that it is liko thread,
mamma. How do you doit?”

“T learned when 1 was a little girl, Lena,
and have practised a great deal” . -

“ Are thero others thav can spin so unicely?”

“Certainly. I know ono, who spins such
fino threads that many hundreds together
are not so largo as ope fibro of this flax, and
you know how many fibres I twist together
to makeo this thread that scemsso fine to you.”
“Sho is surely a skilful spinner. Where
did she learn to spin?”

“She never learned. As soon as she saw
the light of the world, sho began to spin,
while other little children can do nothicg bilt
sleep, drink and cry.” ,

“ That is strange. This wonderful spinner
must be very rich. How much money she
must carn by her beautiful spinning!”

“ She carns nothing, and possesses nothing.”
“ Then she is poor; and yet you have told
me that industrious people who learn to do
oné thing well, are nover really poor. Why
does she not take whatshe spins to the store?”

“ Because no one will buy it.”

“Thenshemight take it from house to house.”

“That she ofteri does, but something bad
always happens. The servant always tcars
the web, and it is so fine it is not very strong.”

“That is very bad in the girl.”

“Not so bad. 'We should scold Mary if
she allowed her to remain here.”

“That is very strange, to tear such a beauti-
ful web when I am not permitted to tear a
piece of paper unnecessarily. But why does
she not earry her thread to the weaver? He
couid make it into nice cloth and she coul
casily sell that.”

" “The weaver cannot use it, and he drives
her out the same as other people.”

“ Then what does the poor spinner do with
her thread?”

“She weaves it herself and we call'it the:
cobweb.” Now you know who this skilful
spinner is.”

A CUNNING DOG.

OGS sometimes exhibit traits that are
human; and we sometimes wonder
whether Pythagoras was very far wrong in
his theory that the souls of men at their
death,and also before their creation, inhabit
the bodies of animals,

Certainly, if so, the soul of a certain little
black spaniel named “ Nig” must originally
have belonged to some greedy boy whose
indulgent parents fed him upon knick-kaacks
until he died ; for never was-there’an animal
more particular in his tastes with regard to
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food. Many times Nig would go supperless

to bed because bis litile master insisted upon
his eating plain bread and butter instead of
cake; and he was known to fast an entircday
on one occasion, becausc his breakfast con-
_ sisted of fricd potatocs and beef bones rather
“than hot rolls, of which he was extravagantly
fond.

But little boys learn to get their own way,
and little dogs are quite as apt.

After a time Nig concluded that the only
sure mecthod of obtaining what he wanted
was to cat, or hide away, what was first given
hiwn, and then beg for more ; and thercfore he
would carry of°the crusts which he found up-
on his plate, bury them at the foot of the
garden and then return, and with wagging tail
ask for a doughnut or a cookie, which he sel-
dom failed to reccive. .

By this and other tricks the spanicl gener-
ally managed to secure such food as he best
liked ; and for a long time, the shrewdness
which he exhibited and the hearty laughs
which he excited made his master forget how
bad were the habits which he was forming.
But one day Nig made too greata fuss about
the supper which was set before him, andasa
punishment, a severe order was issued :

The dog was to cat just what was left from
the table, and nothing more. What was
good enough for the family must do for him.

That night Nig slept in happy unconscious-
ness of the new rule ; but when morning came
and breakfast was over its full import became
known to him. For his master had eaten
codfish and potato, and codfish and potato
was all that was left for Master Nig.

A plate with the fishy food was prepared
and placed in Nig’s corner, and he was invit-
ed to partake, At first he approached  with
evident hunger and delight, sniffing cagerly at
the offered plate ; but when his nose told him
what it contained his countenance and his
tail both fell. He looked at his master in a
reproachfu? manner, and turned sadly away.
He was called back and ordered to eat. Slow-
Iy he returned, but instead of cating, he care-
fully pushed every particle of the food from
the plate to the floor, crowded it close under
therim of the dish, and again retired to a
chair, where he seated himself, looking sober-
ly at the plate and then at his master, as
though entering a remonstrance against such
a breakfast.

But his master was obdurate and spoke
sternly :

“Nig you must cat that fish and potato
before you have anything else.”

No sooner were the words spoken than the
dog leaped from the chair, ran to the door
and disappeared.

For two entire days nothing was seen of
him, and his master began to fear that the
little fellow was lost, when, eariy upon the
morning of the third day, Nig presented him-
self at the door and becgan o heg for his
breakfast as usual.

Hoping that the dog’s hunger had over-
come his scruples, the fish and potato was
again presented to him.  He regarded it for
a moment with a sorrowful air, cars and tail
drooping low, then turned and quictly walked
out of the door without tasting it.

This time he was gone ucarly a week, and
when at last he returnced, his master succumb-
ed. The obnoxious fish and potato were
thrown away, and Nig fared sumptuously up-
on fresh beef and hot rolls.

Since that time the spaniel has eaten only
such food as he prefers, Like many children
he had fought the battle out and conquered

AN ARABIAN STORY.

N the tribe of Neggdch there was & horse
whose fame was spread far and ncar,
and a Bedouin of another tribe, by name
Daler, desired extremely to posess it. Hav-
ing offered in vain for it his camels and his
whole wealth, he hit at length upon the fol-
lowing device, by which he hoped to gain the
object of his desire. He resolved to stain
his face with the juice of an herb, to clothe
himself in rags, to tie his legs and neck to-
gether so as to appear like a lame beggar,

Thus equipped, he went to Naber, the own.
er of the horse, who he knew was to pass
that way. When he saw Naber approach-
ing on his beautiful steed, he cried in a weak
voice:

“I ama poor stranger ; for three days I
have been unable to move from this spot to
seck for focd. I am dying; help me, and
Heaven will reward you.”

The Bedouin kindly offered to take him up
on his horse and carry him home; but the
rogue replied :

“] cannot rise I have no strength left.”

Naber touched with pity, dismounted, led
his horse to the spot, and with great difficulty
sct the sceming beggar on its back.

But no sooner did Daher feel himself in
the saddle than he set spurs to the horse and
galloped off, calling out as he did so,

“It is I, Daher. I have got the horse, and
am off with it.” Naber called aft r him to
stop and listen. Certain of not being pur-
sued, he turned and halted at a short distance
from Naber who was armed with a spear.

“You have taken my horse,” said the lat-
ter. “Since Heaven has wiiled it, I wish you
joy of it ;but I do conjure you never to tell
any onc how you obtained it.”

“And why not ?” said Daher,

* Because,” said the noble Arab, “another
man might be really ill, and men would fear
to help him. You would be the cause of
many refusing to perform an act of charity,
for fvar of being duped as I have been.”

Struck with shame at these words, Daher
was silent for a moment, then springing frum
the horsc, returned it to the owner embracing
him. Naber made him accompany him to
his tent, where they spent a few days to-

gether, and became fast friends for life.

THE RUSE-BUSHES.

N front of my father's house, on the bank of
a gontly flowing river, grow two rose-
bushes  They blassomed all the season through.
The flowers were very beautiful, but they
were all of the same form and the samo colour.
The pure, pale pink, ever repeating itsolf from
week to week, and from year to year, became
wearisome.  We longed for a change; not that
we disliked tho flowers—for nothing could be
more lovely, cither in the bud or bloom—but
wo wanted something now.

I'learned the art of budding. Having ob-
tained from a ncighbour some slips of the
finest kind, I succeeded in inoculating them
upon our own bushes. Tho success was great.
Fivo or six vericties might be seen flowering
all at ono time on a single plant. The pro-
cess wag not much known at that time in the
district.  Our roses became celebrated, and
neighbours came to see and admiro them,
They were counted a treasure in the family

When their fame had reached its height a
frost occurred, more sovere than usual, and
both the bushes died. They were natives of
a warmer clime, and too tender for our severer
sensons, Had the buds been inserted into o
hardier stock, our Leaut:"ul roses would have
survived the winter, and would have been
lovely and blooming still. It was & great mis-
take to risk all our fine flowers on a root that
tho first severe frost would destroy.

This happened long ago, when I was a boy.
I did not then understand the meaninyg of the
parable. I think I know it better now.

LENDING A PAIR OF LEGS.

( OME boys were playing at ball in a pretty,

shaded street. Among their number
was o lame little fetlow, seenuugly  about
twelve years old—a pale sickly-looking cluld,
supported on two cruteues, and who evidently
found much difficulty v waliimyg, even with
such assistance.

The lame boy wished to join the game; for
he did not seem to see how mudhihisinfitity
would be in his own way, and how much it
would hinder the progress of such an active
sport as base ball. His companions, goud-
naturedly cnough, tried to pursuade him to
stand on one side and let another take his
placc; none of them hinted that he would be
in the way; but they ull objected for fear he
would hurt himself.

“Why, Jimmy,” said one at last, “you can't
run, you know.”

"0, hush " said another—the tallest boy in
the party—*Never mind, I'll run for him, and
you count 1t for him,” and he touk Ins place
by Jimmy's side prepared to act.  If you
were like him,” he said, aside to the other
‘buys, you wouldut bhe o be tld of it all
the time.”

How many times loving hearts will tind a
way to lend thell puwers and members to the
jaged, the puur, the sick, and the weak.
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ESTABLISHED 1842,
Dom’siun Weddmg Cake House,

T. WEBB, Propﬂetor

Reide’s Cakes of nnequ.\lled qua .J and finish con.
stantly on hand and securely packed and snipped by
Eapress C.O 1). to any Express Office
1} orders (¢ every cequinte fut WFDDING
BREAKRFASIScarefully ﬁﬁc\. under personas super-
vision~city or country,
A full supply of
WEDDING AND SUPPER PARTY COSAQUES

always kept In stock.
CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED.

NOTE THR ADDRESS,

T. WEBB,
2 & 304 YONGI‘ ST.. TORON’I‘O

GOSPEL HYMNS

AND

SACRED SONGS.

Canadian Copyright Bdition
FIRST SERIES,

Music and Words, Tinted Covers ¢~ Cents,
o o Boards . 38 do
\* snds only, Tinted Covrr\ . s do
do do Cloth “ 7 do
GOSPEL HYMNS No. a.
Music und words, 11nledCoven 30 Cente,
do Tosrd . 33 do
Wordl onl)' 'X’inled Covers .. s do
Cloth . ? do
OOSPEL HYMNS, No a
Music and Words, Tinted Covers .. yo Cents,
Wotddol do B Idlco “w o3 :’!o
s nt vers . s o
dom v Clot! }: . . ? do

GOSPEL HYHgS k.N“' t &2in one

Music and Words, Suff Boards 6s Cents.
Words On'y, St .. . 12{ do
GOSPEL HYMNS, Nos. 1,2& 3.
MPLATR 1N ONK NOOK.

Music and Wo, rdl. Cloth ..

Words Only, Clth .. e

COPP. CLARK & Co,,

7 Front Street Bast, Toerento,

THE UPPER CANADA
TRACT SOCILETY

offers for sale a2 lts Depository a large and well as-
sorted stock of
RELIGIOUS LITERATURE,

sultable for Ministerial, Congregational, and Suaday

School Libraries. Special di scounts. given from

:’aulo e prices.  Catalogues furnished (ree on ap
ication,

The Society also aupplies all the best

SUNDAY SCHOOL PERIODICALS,

whether for Teachers or Scholars. llustrared Peri-
edicals for Children supplied in quantities at the
Towest subscription rates.” Price lista sent {ree.

JOHN YOUNG,
Depository 102 Yonge Street.
Torouts, Oct., 1578,

BALDNESS!

Neither gasoline, vasoline, carboline, nor Allen's,
Ayer's, ot ﬁnll s hair restorer have produced luxu
riout hiair on bald heads That at discovery is
due to Mr, Wintercorbyn, 63 kmg 5t Easlél’tc 132
Churchest.), as can be testified to by hundreds of
living witnesies in this Cily and Provxncc. He chal-
lenges all lhe so-called restorers 1o uce a likere-
sult, ND I-OR CIRCULARS.

————— e e v~

‘WILLIAM BULL,

LAND AND GENERAL AGENT,
WIARTON, CO. OF BRUCE.

Wiarton is a thriving village on Colpoy’s Bay, and
is the propoced termtaus of the Stratford and Huron
Railway, and being ulusxed on one of the best har
bours in the Proviuce, wall s00n Lecome an hnponant
place for business with the ux‘\fer Iakes. 3t has gl‘h
achools, a Congrepuonal and other Churches. .
locality is pluum, healthy, and upecnllh dapled
to fruit cutture, ke acenery varied and beauti ful.
Country .round well auited for general farming pur.

$t oo
o 20

g, and sheep nising  Good farms and
V\lll‘t 1y {or sale, at reasonable prices, and in
desirable locations

Por g\amouhn apply to
WILLIAM BULL, Wiarton, P O.

J. CHARTERS,
GROCER & PROVISION DEALER.

FLOUR AND FEED, FRUITS AND VEGETA
BLE® always on hand. Jmporter Croue & Black-
well's Jums, Jellics, and Potted Meats.

OYSTERS IN SEASON.
$67 &= y69 Youge St., Cor.¢f Wood, Teronte.

—— rm—— . — - ——

BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY

Hells of Pute ¢ upyes and To for Chusch

2chools, ¥vre Alarme, Faring, uc. x-ux.ﬁ

WARRANTLD catal-zue seat Free.
VANDUZEN & Ti- Chehuﬁ.

C. PAGE & SONS,

IMPORTERS OF

STAPLE & FANCY DRV GOODS,

MANUFACTURERS OF

Ladies' and Misses' Underelothing, Baby Linen, !]
AND JUVENILE CLOTHING

IN ALL BRANC"ES.

A Catalogue of Ladies’ (Indenlallung. Wedding Trousseaus, et., ete., will be
sent om aﬁﬂ:calwn.

194 & 196 YONGE STREET, TORONTO.
Wheeler & Wilson

New No. 8

Family Sewing Machine.
The Best in the World.

Exrosmox Upiversziis,
Varis, Oct, 31, 14386,
WHERLER & WILSON are awarded for their
ew Sewing Machines one of the Special Crand
Prizes of the Expositicn. The only Grand Prize
lnwnrd for Sewing Machines—over eighty competl.
ors.

Wheeler & Wilson Manufacturing Co.,

8s King St. WasTt, Toxronto,

JAMES THOMSON & SON.

}:STABLISHED 1850,
ENGLISH, FRENCH AND AMERICAN

WALL PAPERS AND NDECORATIONS,

E:d%e‘:.‘ ;’:'d;::;'. ’\:mdon\v‘ B’}_J:gs. S:(ock large. |Cu¢fully solected, Prices lo‘-vr 1 kOﬂl«’i {il; Paint.
y s anging, Tintisg, etc,, prompily st 0. Experienced Wor t
given. See our sock of Stat iocm;‘m-rh, p‘c.’: before 8 d‘mhcn. e imates

£ Nt the address, 36¢ Yongs Bt., Torouta, buoen El aund Walion Sts., Westside. P.O, Box 183,
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Of Oficial Report ot Award to Dosinion Oxcan Compaxy, Bo ville, for O exhibited at the
po Centennial Exhibition, Pblhdelpb:.m:g‘;& © for S

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. e

PH!LADBLPHIA 1236

The United States Ci fal Commission has examined the report of the Judges, and accepted the
following reasons, and decreed an award in conformity thuemlh.
PitiLaprL2ta, December Sth, 1876

REPORT ON AWARDS.
Name and address of Exhibitor, DoMiNiON Oxcax Co.,
Bowmanville, Canada.
Ihe underngned, having examised the product herein describ y ds the same to
the 6mled States Centennial Commiseion for Award, for lhe follovnng reasons, it t—

** Because they have produced in their instruments a pure and satisfying
tone, by their method of voicing, and have a simple ard efficient stop.action,
with satiafying musical combinations, an elastic touch, and good general
wortkmanship.”

Product, RRED ORGANS.

£iolt

H. K. OLIVER, Signature of the Fudpe,
APPROVAL OF GROUP JUDTES.
) Suncomxavas, Wirnan Tionrson, A!S!\!l. Jaun. C. WaTtson Eb. Favag Prxrxt
‘ Joserss Hlenxy, Gro. F, Bristaw, J, E. Hica, P, F. Kusa, F. A. P, Barnaxo
FRANCISA. WAU\ER. Cﬁugq/:b Brreaw ¢f Awards,
mission.

A true copy of the Reourd.
PRSI Given by authority of 2:« United States Centennial

s Gosnorx, Diretlor-General,
{“"M‘ ! J. L. Castrpnee, Smmy JR lh\\m, President.

’l'hc Company were awarded a Medal and Dxploma at the Sydney Kxhibition, Aunr.\lu. 1837 Gold
M\dll at the rovincial Exhibition, l‘omto, aS"& the highest award eoer given for Rec J Organs.
larg mado to Ministers and Ch Send for x price list to Henry O'Hara, Special Agent
Dowmou Ozgan Co. Downmnville.  Als, ¢ Gencal Agent for the Bradbury Piano, of New York,
Noted for fintsh, sweet loms, and nngmgoquhw Sclected for lhe Exeeuuvc Humen. Wn!nnnoa.

both Mrs. Grant and Mry. Hayes, who with others bear the b ,.xo [ ity
Sead for illustrated price list to HENRY O'HARA, Geowral Bowmsaville.

THE ONTARIO
WEDDING CAKE MANUFACTORY.
’ m‘z' o
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WEDDING AND CHRIS’I‘SNING CAKR
OR N ENTS,

The largest stock {n the Dos:imonol‘ Comacques ol
all kinds, includmz Freach En;h:h and German
Costumes, Cntht and Wedd ding Cossaques, Maca.
roon and Mertinque Pymnlds Chantilly, and all
kinds of Fancy_ Soun Sugar Baskets, Omament

ellies i m sll g7yee8, Cmun of all kinds, Chatlotte

usse, T éa Oyﬂer Dattles, Ice
Tee Pudd[nn. Fmi( Xeu, nnd all kinds of Cakes .nﬁ
Confectionery, Lunch rpcn. Evening Parties,
undchdmé‘f!mk!msmpp ied withevery minutis.
Silver and Cutlesy for bhire. No churge fof Tnﬂe.
Salad or Jelly [}tshe; when l\l edding
Cakes of superior quality and ﬁn “pged to any
part of Canada, and satisfaction guarant; Address

all orders,
HARRY WEBS,
483 Yonge Street (Opp. the Fire Hall) Toronto.

306,432

NEW YORK SINGER
SEWING
MACHINES

SOLD LAST YEAR, ABOU?

300,000

MORE THa~n WAS SOLD OF ANY
OTHER MACHINE,

BEWARE OF IMITATION,

3uy only those withabove Trade Mark
on Arm of Machine,

None Others are G_enuz’ue.

Oftices Everywhere.

Toronto Office, 22 Toronto Street.
R. C. HICKOK, Manager.

SPECIAL OFFER

TO THE

SUBSCRIBERS OF THIS PAPER.

FOR TWENTY.FIVE CENTS
W will seud for SIX MONTHS on tial the roun
beautifull I{;U:x:::ug E;:,&(]hy School Papers,

y by the
Christian at Work Publishing Co., yiz.
Good Words,
My Paper,
Good Cherr,
0ld and Young.

E W. HAWLEY, Ser’~ 4
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