Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pellicufée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink {i.e. other than blue or black)}/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

\/' Bound with other material/
Relié avec d‘autres documents

. Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
atong interior margin/
La reliure serrée peut causer de I’ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

Il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela £tait possible. ces pages n’ont
pas éteé filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

e document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu’il
lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

D Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur
f | Pages damaged/
| | Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

. Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

D’ Pages detached/
| Pages détachées
- Showthrough/
1" | Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

l:’ Continuous pagination/
*__| Pagination continue

Includes index{es)/
Comprend un {des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de {"en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de ia livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Geénérique (périodiques) de la livraison

X 26X 30X

™

|

12X 16X

24X 28X 32X




‘?ﬁ”ﬁ?@w{%}%&_ NUMRER mff?%j
¢ THE 3
| MONTELY RECORD, | |
—OF TIIE— ; ‘
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, .
N !
| NOVA SCOTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK
% e
ADJOINING PROVINCES.
'DECEMBER, Etsisy  1879.
= PICTOU, N. S.: 3
g{ PRINTED AT «“THE COLONIAIL STANDARD®” OFFICE, s
1879.




178

Extracts from Rev. G. W. Sprott's report
of Church matters in Ontario.

On the 10th I met at Toronto, in ac-
cordance with previous arrangement, the
Foreign Correspondence Committee of
the Presbyterian Church in Canada in
connection with the Church of Scotland,
and other leading members of the Charch
to whom intimation had beenr sent by the
Convener. There were present the Rev.
Messrs. Lang. Dobie, Watson of Thora,
Campbell, Hutcheson, and Galbraith,
Judge Miller, of Milton. T. M'Lean,
Esq., of Toronto, and frowm twenty to
thirty other fepresentatives of congrega-
tions, seme of whom had come long dis-
tances. Our conterence lasted seven
hours, and turned upon the condition of
the Church, the Union, the hardships
which they had suffered owing .to the
legislation in Oniario, and- the prospect
of assistance from home.

Stale of the Church.—In Quebec and
Ontario there are 12 ministers not in the
Union and 36 ccngregations.  Several of
the ministers have, from various causes,
demitted their charges, but continue to
officiate as missionaries. All who were
in the Church before the Union receive
%‘rants from the Temporalities Fund.

he congregations are chiefly in the
country ; and the number mentioned in-
cludes the smaller stations and minori-
ties who declined to enter the Union. A
lsrge proportion of the number are
Highlanders.

t is & matter of deep regretto the
minority that thtir brethren in Synod.
before the Union was consummated, by
adding lurgely to the list ot beneficiar-
ies, made demands upon the Temporali-
ties Fund beyond the yearly interest.
The result is that already £14,800 of the
principal, which amounted to about
£130,000, has been spent, and that with
the sanc.on of both Church and State.
The expenses of the lawsuit may possi-
bly be allowed irom the same source,
and it is to be feared that this Fund,
which was created with so much sell-
denial onthe part of the clergy, and
which might prove so great a blessing to
the future Presbyterianism of Canada,
will share the general fate of Church
property in times of change.

~Congregational Lawsuits.—Under the
Act, as st present in force, there-has beqn
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a large amount « flitigation in Ontario.
Before the Union separate Acts were
passed In the several provinces in which
the Churches were about to unite. The
legislation of Ontario bore hard upon
minorities, and there seems at first to
hav "<en much doubt as to the eftect of
SOLue of its clanses. It held all congre-
gations to be in the Union, but that any
of thems might secede, provided that at
a meeting regularly called, according to
the constitution of such congregation, or
the practice of the Church with which it
was cennccted, and held within six
months atter the Union, it si.ould be de-
cided to withdraw by a majority of those
who, by the constitution of the said con-
gregation, or the practice of said Church
were entitled to vote. There were dis-
putes as to the mode of cailing meeting,
the practice of the Church, the constitu-
tion of congregation, and as to whether
the majority was absolute, or only a ma-

jority of those who attended the meet-

ings. Hence many bitter and expensive
lawsuits. It was ultimately ruled that
the majority reguired was an absolute
one, and of course in all cases, minori-
ties, whether they withdrew from the
Union or remained in it, lost their share
of the Church property. It was repre-
sented to me that there were cases where,
with an undoubted majority against un-
jon, the property had been lost, and
wrong done through legal technicalities,

- and that large sums had heen spent in

fruitless attempts to obtain redress. The
London congregation, so far as I could
learn the facts ot the case, seems to
have lost its property in this way. Sev-
eral gentiemen present mentioned in-
stances where the property had gone to
those who had contributed almost no-
thing to it. The Rev. Mr. Dobie was
authorised by the meeting to draw up 8
statement as to the, wrongs considered
to have been suffered in particular cases
for the information of the Colonial Com-
mittee. That statement has been for-
warded to me, and is now in the hands -
of the Convener. I took the opportunity
afterwards of sa;ing to some praminent
membeys of the Unior Church, that, in
the interests of justice and of tuture re-
conciliation, these cases should be looked
into by them, and any good ground of
eomplrint removed.
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¢« What thmk ye of Christ ?
whose son is He ?”

Mathew XXII, 42.

By Rev. Grorce Munray M. A
NeEw Grasgow.

Of all questions, this one concerning
Christ is the most important ; for eternal
interests centre in and depend upon this
inguiry. It has not only been the sub-
Ject of fondest meditadon amoug ythe
members of the Christian Church in
all ages ; but has forced attention on the
part of those who were arranged agairst
the Lord Jesus, and denounced the work
which He accomplished as the product
of man’s invention or credulity.

No other questior has been more eag-
erly and repeatedly discussed both in
and out of the Christian Church; and
nothing shows more sadly and strongly
the obduracy and apostacy of the human
heart, than the opposition and rage
manifested against the Lord Jesus when
preseat in the world in human form—
and aeainst His persoa and work since
His ascension to the Father’s right
hand.

. How insignificant the character and
life of the most profound thipkers, dis-
tinguished statesmen, and warriors. com-
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. O Jorwsalem., let my right hand forget her «mmiug."——l'sa.hn 237,4-5.

pared with the person and work of the
Lord Jesus.

With the roll of ages this influence
expands and followers augment, whilst
the power and renown of carth’s aight-
iest sons grow leas with the lapse of
time, and are one day doomed to ob-
tivion.

It matters little what our .opinion is of
thoze men who occupy a prominent place
in the pages of history. The view we
entertain of them does not necessarily
influence our present peace and future
hope.

It is different with our opinion of,
relation to, and faith in, the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Not only our happiness and peace in
this life, but our everlasting well-being
depend upon having Bim as our Saviour
from the guilt and power of sin.

Although man’s present peace and
future blessedness centre in and around
the person and work of the crucified and
risen Redeemer, how diverse the opin-
iuns that have been entertained of Him.

“ When He came unto His owr, His
own received Him not” The world
which was made by His own handg
knew Him not. Some said he was John
the Baptist risen from the dead, or
Elias; others that He was a -prophet.
The Scribes and Pharisees through en

F
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and malice denotnced Him as a blas-
phemous pretender.

Altbough manifold views have been
advanced concerning, Christ, they may
21t be classified under one of these opin-
ions.  Some have ascerted that the Lord
Jesus was simply man; others again
that he wa divine—that His humanity
was unreal—that his bodily form was
but a shadow.

And there is still a third view, which
is the belief the Christian Church, and
which was clearly taught by Christ
Himself<that He was God as well as
man—ithat He was one with the
Father—the Saviour of mankind—and
the judge who will yet summon the
whole buman race befere the tribunal
of eternal justice, and utter the sentence
fraught with endless bliss or woe to
every soul.

Need we wonder that man in his
feeble efforts to comprehend the mys-
teries of the God-head~—in attempting to
solve the mystery of mysteries, God in
human form incarnate, should have sig-
nally failed and have arrived at results
as far oppcsed as it was possible to en-
tertamn?  Is not man himself fearfully
and wonderfully made? How much
has the vesearch of ages left unknown
concerning the buman organism? Is
not the union of mind and body as great
a mystery to-day as it was in the dawn
ot Philossphy? Have we not in our
own time scheols of thought wholly at
variance as to the essence of mind?

And if our knowledge of man is
limited and imperfect ; how much more
so our knowledge of God; and how
prove must the human understanding be
1o err when it attempts tc deal with the
mystery of the person af Jesus Chrjst
which embraceg the deity and humanity
~ihe inexplicable union represented by
the God-man ?

H-man theught. when.irusting to its
own illumination has ended by ignoring
the humanity or Divinity of the Sav-
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jour’s person. These are 'old eriors.
and to them all subsequent erroneons
views can be reduced, although they
may differ as to their mode of expression,

Modern objections against the hu-
manity or Divinity of our Lord do not
materially differ from either one of those
false opinions which prevailed far back
in the history of the Christian Church.

The arguments now advanced may be
more subtle—more seductive and char-
acteristic -of the ege in which they are
urged ; but on close examination it will
be found that they are based upon the
radical error that the Lord Jesus ias
purely and exclusively human.

Few, even of the boldest of infidel
writers have ventured to deny the ex-
istence :of the man Chyrist Jesus; al
though they bave reverted to many in-
genious devices to reduce Him to the
rank of a purely human being. Asa
man they have paid the highest tribute
to His moral excellence~—have admitted
His upcqual greatness—His stainless
character, but would fain rob Him of
His Divinity. :

Among the opponents of Christianity
who could Jay claim to bigh intellectual
distinction, but one alone was so daring
and infatuated as to relegate the histori-
cal narrative of the life and character of
the Lord Jesus to the mythical do-
main,

But is ther. not a consistency in his
bold sceptiosm, even thongh it would
sap the foundation of all histerical var-
rative, that is wanting in that infidelity
which so far respzets the testimony of
former ages that it admits the reality of
theé personage of the Lord Jesus, bus re-
gards Him only asa moralist of une-
qualled purity, and werthy of the high-
est yeneratiop ? o,

How those who profess to be honestly
in search of truth, who claim fo be: can-
did in their investigations and really de-
sivpus of arxiving at condlusions . .based
upon ineontrvvertible testimony, . can go
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to work and cut up the Sevipture narra-
tive, retaining what suits theiv purpose
and rejecting as unreliable and fictitious
those portious which clash with their fav-
erite theovies, is a hard puzzle to others
who deman } that the whele Biblical tes-
timony coucerting the Lord Jesus be ac-
eepted or none of it,

What consistency is there in this
mode of procedure, which aceepts the
apostolical records so far as they relate
fo the lite aud character of Cheist 5 but
feject the account of flis amgin, mission
and work.

It is painful to the followers of the
Lord Jesus—to those who have felt the
birden of sin—who have groaned be-
neath its crushin«v weight, to hear the
Saviour reviled. Bug the fiereest onsets
of infidelity. the boldest assanits o' ra-
tionalism need not disturh, weaken or
overihrow the Christian’s faith.

The encmies of the religion of the
efess are numerous ; but their weapons
hitherto have been directed as much
agaiist each other, and with as powerful
effect, as against the Goxpel and its
Sun and centre the Lord Jesus Christ.

This question through its antiquity has
uot lost aught of its mterest.  Nor can
it, 50 long as saved and unsaved sinners
dwell on the earth.

It is not an inquiry of purely specu-
lative interest ; for it would matter little
to the mass of mankind whether it re-
eeived any attention; but u guestion
apon which man's happiness m this life
and endless bliss depend.

Let our first inquoivy be:  What think
ye of Clwist ; the von of man?

Modern infidelity in the main admits
the fuct of Christ’s existence, although it
does violence even to His humanity.

It agrees with the Christian Church
in assentmn' that Christ was the son of
man; but denics His stainless purity,
«hd refuses to sec in Him one who' ad
absolately perfect. It however’ lads
the medkness, forbearance, génerosity
gad self sacrifice manitested in His life—
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and in eloquent language renders tribute
to the inimitable excellence of His char-
acter.

Surely that life whl(.h compels even
its foes to acknowledge its unequalled
greatness, if not divine, must at least be
possessed of goadness to which no other
human being can lay ciaim,

Follow the Saviour from Ilis child-
hood, until His death upon the cross
and you cannot discern even the sem-
blance of a stain upon Hi- unsulliea
lite.

What highber ideat of exceltence and
holiness can human thought conceive of
than that which was manifestud in the
lite and work of the Lord Jesus 7

In carly youth displaying 2 wisdom
that astoni<hied and confonnded those
who were regarded as the most learped
of their age; and yet He sought uot to
be the companion of the wise and great,
Despised and rejected of men ; }et He
clings to those who spurn Him \vnh ui-
diminished affection.

Possessed of ~upelhuman power; yet
He never exercises His boundless might
in His own behalf. At mis command
the water became wine. and the few
loaves and fishes increased until hungry.
multitudes were fed and twelve baskets
of fragments remained ; but He wrought
no mu'u,k, to allay ®is own thirst, or ap-
pease His own hunger. At mis bidding
the ‘stormy sea sank into a pmceful
calm : bat wheqp the fierce wrath of men
and devils aaz‘nwd uim, He quells it hot
by that ummp sence which could have
annilubisted tie hosts of earth and bell,
ue eonld have consaured, but He' pitied
~ <pared, wnd ~ought to conquer by
love: At {fis command the dumb spike
-—the deat’ heard —ine blind saw—2the
latne walked—the leper was cleans-
ed—the palsied frune felt cven the gldw
of health-—hie most inveterate and incur-
able disease~ vanished, and the dead
were testored 1o life.

Yet He performed no miracle for His
own comfort or relief. He sought by
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the exercise of His supernatural power
to benefit Ifis suffering brethren and to
extend the kingdom of righteousness,
but not to gratify any selfish motive, or
acconplish any selfish end.

Amid revilings, mockery, treachery
and cruel injury, no resentment. no
malice, ruffle the holy calm of His
bosom,

When His disciples were eager to
avenge the obdurate Samaritans v ho
would not allow Him to enter their vill-
age, and in the spirit of retaliation would
have them consumed by fire from
Heaven, He severely reproved their re-
vengeful intertions: ax He also did the
rash act of His impetuous follower who
smote the servant of the High Priest.

Foully betrayed, falsely accused. un-

Jjustly condemned ; yet not one angry

word escapes his lips.

Even when His own sorrows? were
greatest and anguish sharpest, the wel-
fare of His followers was uppermost in
His mind.

And when nailed to the cross, mocked
in His sufferings, deserted by His follow-
ers—forsaken by God—alone, terribly
alone, dying by the hands of those for
whom His life was spent; even thea no
bitter words are uttered against His mur-
derers. He intercedes on their behalf:
“ Father forgive them for they know not
what thay do.”

You may search the pages of biogra-
phy and bistory from begioning to end,
and among the learned, wis¢, great and
good of our race, there is not one to be
found, whose character does not seem
dark, when compared with that of the
Lord Jesus. The most saint-like of

mankind secem vile when tried by the.

perfect standard of truth and goodness
and love exhibited in the life of Jesus
Christ.

As the dazzling brightness of the sun
far outshines in glory and splendour the
radiance of all the other orbs of the system
of which it is the centre; so do the in-
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cdmparable virtues reflected in the life
of Jesus Christ, transcend the excellence
and goodness of the most gedlike of our
race. Closely watched by the cye of
envy and malice, yet no flaw was dis-
cerned in His character—not even the
semblance of a stain rested upon the
pure mirror of His soul.  The accusation
against Him was based upon the testi-
mony of perjured witnesses. His cruel
betrayer had the very best opportunity
of watching Hiz private life and observ-
ing any defect in Etis character.  Could
he have thought after he had proved
trajtor to his Master of the slightest
wrong perpetrated by Him— of the faint-
est evil done by Him— of one sin darken-
ing the holy lustre of His life it might
bave assuaged the fiery pangs of his
avenging conscience. But the awful
burden of his despair-producing, soul-
damning guilt was thai he had betrayed
innocent bload.

Pilate before whem the Prince of Life
was arraigned, shrank from pronouncing
sentence upon ihe just one for whose
blood an ignorant and infuriated mob
thirsted. He had found notbiogin Him
worthy of death. In the person of the
Son of Man, he was confronted
with spotless purity. And our Saviour
conscions of His sinlessness—that His
life was one of absoluie subjection to the
will of God—of perfect and unbroken
communion with His Father, could chal-
lenge His enemies to conviet Him of
wrong.

Well may the contemplation of that
life which forces praise and admiration
from those who would fuin regard it as
exclusively human cause the devout be-
liever and ardent follower in rapt ador-
ation to re-echo the sentiments, “ Thon
art fairer than the sons of men, altoge-
ther Jovely—the chiefest among ten
thousand, Thou art the Christ of God,”
—the Eternal Son who should come into
the world ; ¢ whom have I in Heavea
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but Thee, and there is none on earth that
I desire besides Thee.”

Let our second inquiry be: “ What
think ye of Christ the Son of God ?”

The Scriptures assert His Divinity,
and He Himself therein affirms His one-
ness with the Fathe..

In Ysaiah ix. 6, it is written; “ For
unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is
given, and the Government shall be up-
on His shoulder, and His name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty
Ged, the Everlasting Father, the Prince
of Peace.”

The Angel who announced the con-
ception of our Saviour to Mary, His
Mother said: “and behold thou shalt
conceive in thy womb and bring forth a
Son and shalt call His name Jesus. He
shall be great and shall be called the Son
of the Highest.

The Holy (host shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee; therefore also that
holy thing which shall be born of thee,
shall be called the Son of God.”

A great multitude of the Heavenly
Host appeared on earth, heralding His
birth in words fraught w.th bliss and life
to a perishing world ; ** Glory to God in
the Highest, on earth peace snd good-
will toward men.”

At this baptism the Heavens were
opened unto Him, and the Spirit
of God descended like a dove, and light-
ed npon Him, and His Father testified
saying: ¢ This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased,’” a #declaration
which was repeated upon the Mount of
Transfiguration.

When the Lord Jesus was dying upon
the cross, then too did the Father pro-
claim to the world, Ly mighty signs and
wonders that it was this only begotten
and well beloved Son, who was enduring
the shameful and agonizing death. The
sun withdrew his light, the stars veiled
their brightness, the fall of mid-night
darkness obscured the noon-day radiance
—the earth shook, the rocks were riven,

.
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the graves were opened and resigned
their long kept charge-—the veil of the
temple was rent in twain—the centurion
and those with Him were compelled to
exclaim truly, this was the Son of God!

The Son was conscious of His oneuess
with the Father.

« Believe me that I am io the Father
and the Father in me, or else believe me
for the very work’s sake. I came forth
from the Father and am come into the
world ; again I leave the world and go
to the Father.

O Father glorify Thou me with thine
own self with the glory which I had with
Thee, before the world was. Holy
Father keep through thine own name
those whom thou hast given me, that they
may be one, as we are.

Father I will that they also whom
thou hast given me, be with me where I
am, that they may behold wy glory,
which thou hast given me; for thou lovedst
me before the foundation of the world.

His latest words were, * Father into
thy hands I commend my Spirit.”

Is there any escape from the belief
that Jesus was very and eternal Ged
which does not present insurmountable
difficulties ?

To admit the existence of Christ, and
to extol His unequalled morality ; and
yet deny His Divinity is to entertain a
belief founded upon irreconcilable ideas.

If Jesus Christ is not essentially God,
then the meekest, tenderest, most com-
passionate. earnest, self-denying, self-
sacrificing, the purest and best life that
the world ever witnessed was a terrible
delusion.

If conscious that His claims to Divinity
were mere pretension, how tremendous
the contradiction between His inner and
outer life.

Will those who entertain such an awful
belief regarding the Lord of Glory, ex-
plain how the greatest deceiver the
world ever witnessed exhibited a life and
maintained a character of unsullied pur-
ity and surpassing excellence.
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If, on the other hand, it is said, that
He was the victim of unconscious decep-
tion, that although a deceiver He was
Himself more deceived than all athers,
how fickle, arbitrary and unreliable the
certainty of human goodness? What
stre basis of rectitude does man possess?
Was that life which not only equalled
the highest standard of goodness that
was thought possible, but also revealed
virtues greater than any of those hither-
to witnessed by the world, the expression
of a beart awfully -deluded? If so,
may not all other brave, honest, pure
and good lives be mistaken as to their
aitn and destiny?  But is there any
earnest-minded one prepared to aceept so
fearful a conclusion. Can those who
believe thui there iz a God of infinite
power, wisdom and goodness, entertain
the thoaght, that He should have created
beings with aspirations, hopes and long-
ings that impel them to seek communion
with the Qee Eternw.l Spitit; and yet,
that there is no sure wuy of appeasing
the Divine thirst of the soul; ho certainty
Jf communion with $Iim *for whom it
craves?

Above all, can we believe, that He
whonm. the Apostle designates the bright-
ness of the Fther’s glovy and the express
image of His person, v(‘},mm.fqilower and
foe have united in considering the most
god-like of our race, went farthest astray
—that Iis life was an unparalleled
failure ? ’

Nay rather, do not the truths of the
Gospel seem more reasonable than such
asmonstrous belief ?

And doubtless they possess & power
to satisfy the Heaven-born aspirations of
the heart—to relieve the seul oppressed
with sin and guilt which no other doct-
rine affords. They disclose to a perish-
ing world the only revelation of God's
lowe, that can inspire the fallén with hope
and confidence—3that can lighten and re-
move the burden 6f the sin-laden-—~lead
back the wandering—bring near the sep-
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arated—-calm the wounded and troubled
braast and fill the penitent’s heart with
heavenly joy.

Let our concluding inquiry be; what
think ye of Christ, the God-Man

Take away from the world the Savi.
our which the Gospel reveals, the God-
Man, the only mediator between the
Divine and the Human ; and you remove
the light of the Soul.

Let the celestial radiance of the Sun
of Righteousness be withdrawn, and how
awful and impenetrable the gloom, how
terrible and o’erwhelming the darkness,
that envelope the destiny of our race?
now painfuily mysterion~, and o many
how crual und dive this life; and Oh!
how appalling and terrific the darkness
that shrouds the future ?

Take away the Lord Jesus, and we
know not but death and the grave and
bell ave forever vietorious.

Deny His Divinity, and an awful and
impassable gulf separates fallen, sinful
man from the God of infinite holiness
and justice. For, if Diviue love and
mercy have not bridged the fearful chasm,
the sinuer may shed rivers of tears; but
he ¢annot thereby atone tor evii done
and goilt ineurred ; mor draw righ to
God believing that God will draw nigh
tomim. Nay more, genuine sorrow and
true repentance are only possible, when
there is the assurance that grief {or wrong
committed “will ' avail—that satisfaction
ran be or bas been ‘rendered—and that
the injured one offers forgiveness and
desires reconciliation. And where, O
where apart from the Lord Jesus can
apestate mian find any proof or pledge
that there is still merey, forgiveness and
lave for mhn in the Divine breast?
Where, save in the blood of Eternal
purity shed for the remission of sins, is
there auy cleansing, any hesling power ?
What, but the arms of boundless might
and unfaiting compassion stretched out
upon the cross, beseeching as it were our
rebel race to return to God, can assure
the wanderer that his cry for restoration



The Monthly Record of the Church of Scotlund.

meets with a ready aad a gracious res-
ponse ?

What save the voice of love and merey
sounding aloud from Calvary, and the
triumphant dechwation of the God-man,
“and I, '] be lifted up from  the earth,
will draw all men unto Me,” can impart
true peace and holy joy to the heart
longing for reconciliation to God ?

T'o those, then, who would take away
Chlrist, the God-man, from a world es-
tranged from God, and groaning beneath
the curse of ~in, the buliever is ready to
say; ¢ let the sun be removed from the
"Henvens, amd let orb after erh go out un-

til thick darkness weils the tky, and,

night as ravless reigns as that which
brooded o'er the earth, ere God had said,
* Let there be light’; but, O, Seek not
to take the Lord Jesus, the Sun of Right-
eousness away from me soul; for my on-
Iy hope of acceptance in God's sight—of
restoration to Divine favour aud Life
Everlasting s through the inearnation,
humiliation, obedience, safleriugs, Jdeath,
resurrection and intercession of God's
only begotten and well beloved Son,
who was wounded for my transgrees-
jons, bruised for my iniquitics, upon
whom was the chastisctent of my peace
and with whose stripes I am healed,
who loved me and gave nimself for me,
and redeemed meby shedding nis own
precious bloed.

THE SUPPLEMENTING FUNI.
The annual meeting of the managing
committee of the Supplementing Fund

was held in St. Andrew’s Church, New’

Glasgow, on the 8th of Oct., at which
were present Rev. C. Dunn, Convr.,
Revds. W. Stewart, J. Titzpatriek and
W. McMillan, and Hon. James Fraser,
J. F. MeDonald, D. A, Fraser, J. Suther-
land, D. and A, MeGregor, Peter and
John Campbell, Esgrs.

The minutes »f last meeting were read
and sustained. There were also read,
extracts fromt the report of the Col. Com.
anens the present and prospective rela-
tions of the Church at bome, with the
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Church of Scotland in the Maritime
Provinees, with which members express-
el entiro satistaction, and frows which
the church takes great encouragement.

The Convener stated thet the tunds
were invested as was deemed sufest and
hest by experienced business men, yield-
ing five per cent. in the weantime.

fesolved, to instract Lhe sub-committee
to tuke charge of, and invest the fund ot
the Scheme to the best advanage.

Resolred, thar the collections™ for the
Supplementing Fund be tuken this year
as usual by Schedule.

‘The Secretary was lustructed to write
to the Hon. J. McDonald reminding him
of the request of the managing commit-
tee with reference to oue of the rules of
the constitution of said fund.

Resolved, that, in order the sooner to
collect the purposed sum  for the Sup.
Fund, and to aid the eongregations con-
tributing, a bazaar be held next summer,
in New Glasgow, or wherever the com-
mittee may decide, and members with
this in view, are respectfully urged to
interest all coneerned in the matter, and
to use all proper means to make it a
SUCeess,

Resolved, that the next annual collee-
tion be made at the usual time and in
the usual way withgut any furtier notice
hom the Convener,

Agrecd  hold the nest annual weet-
ing on the “nd Wednesday of Oectober
1880, the place of miceting to be at the
discretion of the Convener.

W. McM.
Sec’y.

‘It should encourage those who have
taken an interest in, and contributed to
the Sup. Fund to know that the interest
of the sum already collected, will amount
to about fifty dollars per annum; and
will largely aid, with Home Mission tol-
lections, to supplerent weak congrega-
tions. ** A long pull, and a strang pull,
and a pull altogether™ will work wonders,
let us try!

It is estimated that during the last 40
yoars the Church of Scotland, has contri-
buted tor veligious purposes the sum of
twelve million pounds sterling
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OUR FOREIGN MISSION.

As our readers are aware our yearly
collection for the spread of the Gospel in
heathen lands is given tothe Revds.
Messrs. Robertson and Fraser-Campbell.
Br. Robertson is labouring in Erromanga
and is apparently a most useful and suc-
cesstul missionary. He has gathered in
a church of fifty-two coaveris frow
heathenism, and ha® sent out a great
many catechists or teachers, so that
nearly every quarter of that islandis
regularly visited by some evangelist.
Mr. J. F. Campbell is labouring with
great zeal in India.

It is & wmatter of deep regret that neith-
er Mr. Robertson nor Mr. Campbell

find it convenient to send for in-
sertion in our RECORD more fre-
quent accounts of their labours. Qur

interest in their fields of labour would
be much enhanced if we could print in
our columns now and sgain minute ac-
counts of their work. People never take
much interest in what they know little
abcut. Ifthese gentlemen would favor
our church with occasional letters in-
stead of leaving us to search for them in
other periodicals we have no doubt our
contributions toward s their respective
missions could easily be doubled. It
has been suggested that our churck
should undertake the entire support of
the Bev. Mr. Robertson, and we have no
doubt that if our Presbytery were unani-
mous in the matter the burden ot his sup-
port would not be too heavy for us. For
we are aware that a large number of our
people are desirous ot increasing their
contributions towards the Foreign Mis-
sion. It is felt by wmany that our contri-
butions towards the spread of the Gospel
in heathen lauds do not by any means
reach the limit of our liberulity or of our
ability ; and that our present efforts to-
wards that object are scarcely worthy of
our position and our traditions, as a
church.

\While however we would be quite
willing to undertake the support of Mr.
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Robertson if our Presbytery were of one
mind in the matter, we believe that if it
were possible to accomplish it, it would
be more agreeable to the minds of our
people to secure a missionary of our own
aud send him forth to labor in the for-
eign field. ‘This is perhaps the best sol-
ution of the matter. Such a result would
call forth much greater zeal and liberal-
ity. It would quicken our int. ‘est in the
work, and isin all respe:ts a consum-
mation devoutly to be wished for.

In the event of our undertaking the
entire support cf a foreign missionary it
might he shown that we are quite able
to accomplish it. Our eight country
charges could eunsily contribute at the
rate of 860 each a year, or say $500,
wkile Pictou, New Glasgow, Stellarton

‘and Westville ceuld average $200 each,

orin all $1100 per snnum. To show

that this is not an exaggerated estimats

we may state that some years ago Salt

Springs contributed 3100, and some of

réh% other country congregations 850 or
60.

MEETING OF PRESBYTERY.

The quarterly meeting of the Pictou
Presbyterv was held last month, in St.
Andrew's Church, Picton. There was a
large attendasce of members.

The call from the congregation of St.
Andrew’s Church, New Glasgow, to the
Rev. George Murray M. A., was read
and sustained. The bond for $1000
annual stipend and manse was salso ap-
proved off. Mr. Murray who was pres-
ent signified his acceptance of the call,
and his induction was appointed to take

place on the 10tk Dec. Rev. D. Mckenzie
to preach, Mr. McKichan to address the
minister. and Mr. McMillan the people.
Appointments were made tor the current
quarter as published elsewhere in thess
columns. Some discassion took place
as to dividing the Presbytery mto two,
and constituting 3 synod. A committee
was appointed in comnection with this
question. It is not bowever likely that
anything will be done farther in the
Taatter, at all events until a Presbytery
is cunstituted in P. E. Island.



The Monthly Record of the Clawrch of Scotlund.

Tae Rev. R. McCunn has resumed his
annual course of lectures in River John.
The sabject of his inauzaral lecture iwas
“The wonders of the hum-n trame.”

Several new Elders were lately ap-
pointed in the congregation ot Gareloch.
This was rendered recessary by the fact
that lately two of the members of Session
were removod by death.

The Rev. Mr. Roddick is well pleased
with his new home in the North West

Territory. He preaches regularly at
three stations. The country is S Tast filling
up with settlers from all parts.

=" The Rerv. Charles Dunao, Stellar-
ton, acknowledges with gratetul thanks,
from some anonymous donors in the

Westville portion ot his congregation,
ten dollars for a Pulpit Bible, and ten
dollars towards the Home Mission.

The Rev. Mr. Burnet ot Ontario preach-
ed by request of the congregation, for
four weeks, in St. Andrew’s Church,
Pictou. The Reverend gentleman won
golden opinions during his stsy. His
oratory is highly commended, and in
short his labours both in and out of tha

pulpit are spoken of in terms of the high-
est admiration.

OBITUARY.—We learn with regret of
the death of William McDonald, Eider,
{fareloch. Deceased was well known in
this county, and was much respected tor
his hospitality, and the gentleness and
pioty of his character. For many years
he acted as Elder in the congregation at
Gsreloch. A few months ago, Duncan
Matheson another Elder of that Congrega-
tion was removed by death. Ile too was
a post and pillar ot the Church in his

day. The loyalty to the Church of Scot-

land, and the zeal for religion of these

i ood men will long be remembered in
e comurunity in which they dwelt.
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At the quarterly meeting of the Pres
bytery ot Pictou, held Nov. 26th, the fol-
lowing 1ppointments were made:

. ANDReEW’s Crtrrci. Picroy.
d.b Decr. 14, Rev. Mr. McMillan
. « _’-‘3, » *+ Fitzpatrick
< Jan. 11, ¢+ McCunn
. ¢ 1R, Com-

munjon Sab, ¢ Fraser

(Rev. Geo. Murray to preach on Satuc-
day, 17th at 11 a. m.)
Sab. 1st Feb. Rev. Mr. Murray
“ 15 I ‘s .t Mccunn
29 40w Stewart

TISHER'S GRANT.

ba.b 14 Dec. 3 p. m. ) Mr. McMillan
28 “  Fitzpatrick

¢ 11 J‘m “ ¢ AcCunn
“ 1istFeb ¢ ¢ Murray
15 e ¢ +W. Herdman
g 29 . %3 (Y3 Swwan

St. Corrmsa’s, W. B. E. R.

Rev. Mr. McMillan every third Sab-
bath during the quarter.
GAIRLOCH.
ba.b 7 Dec. Rev. Mr. Duann.

$98 « T« « Stewary

“ 18 Jan. ¢ ¢ Stewart

«« 8 Feb. ¢« ¢ McKenzie

29 ¢« v+ McCunn.

R. McCuan, Pres. Clerk-

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The convener of the RECORD committee
expects to issue the Japuary number of
the ‘RECORD of the Church of Scotland
in the Maritime Provinces ' sbout the
middle of the month. All orders for the
year 1880 should be forwarded as soom-
as possible. Old subseribers cannot ex-
pect to bave their RECORD continued un-
less their orders are renewed. -

Terms for 1850: Next year the price
of the RECORD will be 25 cents = copy.

In, order to encourage payment in
advance.

We make the following oSer: For.
evory ten copies ordered and paid for iz

advance we sball forward an extra copy
gratis.
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The Hev. D. McDonald ot Cow Bay
has been inducted to the charge of West
Bay apd Points, Cape Breton. Rev.
George Lawson Gordon is now minister
of Grand River, C. B., and Rev. D. Me-
Millan of La Have, has been inducted as
assistant and successor to the Rev. alr.
Wilson, of North Sydney.

A gentleman in St. Johns Newtound-
land, has given $1200.00 for bursaries to
students attending Daihounse College and
the Theological Hall, Halifax. The nan-
ber of students attending theological
classes in the Divinity Hall, Halifax, is
this year fitteen. Last year the atten-
dance was seventeen. The Rev. D.
McRae has declined the call ‘o Freder-
ickton. The Rev. D. M. Gordon, L. D,
Ottawa, reached home list month after
an absence of six months. He travelled
from the Pacific Coast by the Steckin
River eastward to the Peace River and
hence to Winnipeg in company with 2
g rty of engineers, surveying for the C.

. Railway. The last thousand miles to
Winnipeg he travelled by waggeon varied
by an occasional ride on horseback.
Mr. Gordon’s health is completely res-
tored. He speaks in terms of the high-
est praise of our Great West, We hope
he will write a book aod te.d us all about
it.

SCOTCII NEWS.

We learn from a Scotch newspaper
that the Rev. A. W. Herdwman, late of
Picion, administered the sacrament of the
Lord®. Supper in his parish church at
Rattray. Three hendred and nine com-
nmniczuts partook of the sacred rite on
that ocoasion, being the largest number
present for many years.

The Rev. Bir. McRae lately suspended
by the Synod of the U. P. Charch, has
been settled over the congregation that
worshipped under the late George Gil-
fitlad, of Dundee. He ismow an inde-
peadent, free from all denominational
trammels. The Rev. Joha Campbell
iately of St. Andrews, Halifax, is coming
to the 1®nt as a fluent platform speaker,
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it is said on what appears to be excel-
lent authorisy, that in the city of Mon-
treal there is a lguor store for every 150
of the population, including men, women
and children, or one fur every 30 male
adalts—an wlarming state of matters.
Chancellor Blake has been speuking
out strongly in fuvor of probibition,
and the feeling is steadily growing that
something must be donein the matter.
It is said that in our own mining vilages
a great deal of money is wasied in sirong
drink, to the great injary of our fellow
eountrymen.

The Presbyterian Chureh of Canada
last year expended 839,000 inthe Fureign
Migsion Field, and 843,000 in support of
Hone Missions.

The teliowing statement of the number
ot copiss of the RECORD Lken in each
congregation will be read with iaterest.

Stellarion 385 . L~
Westville 100 2 Total, 185
New Glasgnw 121
Rogers 11ill 33 . -
‘I'oney River & Cape Johu 21 !

Pictou fown 31 102
Oiher distrives in St And'w's Con. 51 -
Earlton 29

Falls 17 74
W. B. §. John 28
Salt Springs iy
MecLennan's Mt 46 62
Sutherland’s River 16
Barney’s River 52 58
Glenalpin § 2
E. B. E. River 56
River John 30
Gareloch . 48
YWest Branch East River 4
Cape Breton 43
Fisher’s Grant 21
Ontario and Quebec 21
Vale Colliery 16
P. E. Island 11
Spring Hill 3
Other places 8
Total, 1101

The above list is compiled from the
publishers addrdss ‘book, and is believed
to be strictly accurate. Upon the whole
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these figures are satisfactory. Cousider-
ing the extent of our field our cirealation
is excellent, and will probably increase.
Tuch credit is due to these who at much
frouble and expense have acted as agents.
We trust they will continue to act in the
future a3 in the past. Unless a tew en-
ergetic persons in each congregation are
self-denying enough to collect the subs-
cription” price of the Recorp it would
soon cease to exist. The Presbytery at
last quarterly meeting re. slved to con-
tinue the publication cf the Recorp un-
der the present management, Actord-
ingly during the year 1880 it will be is-
sued under the superintendance of a com-
mittee ot Presbytery, consisting of the
Revds Messrs McMillan, McCunn and
Fraser, convener.,

ACENOWLEDGEMENTS.

RECORD 1879,

Hugh Ross. Poplar Hill, 1.50
M. McReuzie, 3 Brooks Caribon,  1.25
Hugh McLean, West River, 1.25
D. Balfour Westville, 24.80
Rev. Neil Brodie Ont., 2.50
Mountjoy P. O. Quebec, 2.50
Rev. P. Galbraith, 8.25
Barneys River, 3.50
Glenalpin 78 and 79. 4.50
Jobn McEachern, P. E. 1. 1.50

K. Suiberland, Watervale, W. R, 2.20

COLLECTION ON THANKSGIVING DAY.

Rogers Hill 85.40; Tomey River and
Cape John $5.00; Saltsprings 811.00;
for Asylum for the blind Halifax.

Stellarton and Westville $21.19, for
Infants Home.

SUPPLEMENTING FUND.

COLLEQTED BY S8T. JOUN'S CONGREGATION,
ALBION MINES, FOR THE SUIPLBRMENTING FUND,
IN AYD OF THE CAURCH OF SCOTLAND, IN TEE
HMARITINE PROVINCES.

Eev. Charles Dunp, 820.00
H. NcKenzis, 4.00
Robert.Cullen, 2.00
James W. Fraser, 1.00
Jawmes D. Gooway, 1.00
Willigm Csmpbell, 50
Charles Danbar, 50
William, Mundy, 50

James Elliott,

Hugh Holland,

Richard Davies,

Daniel Cameron,
Andrew Parvis,
William Ross,

James Stewart,

John Stewart,

Johu Douglas,

Daniel Hood,

John Muir,

Thomas Cameron, B. S.,
George S. Munro,
Sutherland Munro,
James A. Fraser,

Daniel Tupper,

James Jlond,

Angus McKay,
Alexander Stewart,
John . McDougal,
James Watson,
Alexander D. McKenzie,
Alexander Robertson,
Alexander McDonald,
John Fraser, E. Driver,
George Buchanan,
Daniel Sutherland, .
Alexander Hays,
Alexander P. Fraser,
Kenneth Cameron,
Roderick McKay,

James Blackwood,
James McDonald,
Kenneth McDonald,
Robert Sutherland,
Daniel McBain,
Alexander Dunbar,
Lauchlin MeKay,

Jobn McKay,

Daniel Reith,

John Fraser,

James Keith,

George Cogbill,

Mrs. Widow Fraser,
John McQuarrie,
Alexaunder Munre,

A. G, Grant,

dames Fraszer, (Drum’ad)
Daniel C. Fraser, B.S.,
John Bell,

Wm. Fraser, (Merchant)
Charles Holmes,

John Fruser, (Carpenter)
Jobn MeKenzie,

Jas. Fraser, Churchville,
Even Cameron,
Keuneth Urguhart,

ot

g
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Joho Murray,

8T. COLUMBA CHURCH, WEST
BRANCH. EAST RIVER SUPPLE-
MENTING FUND, FOR THE YEAR

2.00

$104.00

ENDING DECEMBER, 1878.

SECTION NO. 1.

John Mclean
Alex. Mclean
Andrew Urqubart
Thomas Fraser
Roderick Fraser
William Fraser
Alexr. Fraser
Charles Urquhart
Hector McLean
Norman McLean
Mrs. John Gray
Mrs. Daniel Gray
Hugh Gray
William Gray
William McWonald
Daniel Fraser
Hugh Fraser
Hector Barcley
Thomas Urquhart
Alex. Urqubart
Daniel Fraser

sECTION NO. 2.

Angus Cameron
Samuel Cameron
Daniel Urquhart
William Chishelm
Alex. Campbell
William Chisholm
Angus Chishclm
Hugh Chisholm
Angus Chisholm

SECTION XNO. 3.

Donald Fraser
Hugh Traser
John Fraser
James Fraser
Duncan Mclutosh
Alex. McQuarry
William McLeod
Jobn Ross
Charles Fraser

31 00

1
1 00
1

[
Q9
<
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223883383

Donald McQuarry 50
Hugh H. Fraser 100
Charles McQuarry " 100
Mrs. Alex. Cameron 50
Kenneth McKenzie 25

810 75

SECTION NO. 4.

Thomas Mc¢Denald 32 00
Donald Ross 1 00
Hugh Fraser 100
Alex. Mc¢Donald 100
Alex. Fraser 100
Alex. McKay 1 00
Daaiel McLean 1 00
John Fruser 1 00
Angus Gordon 75
Donald Fraser 100
James McKay 2 00
Hugh Fraser 100
William Fraser 100

Alex. Fraser 25

James Nelson 100
Thomas Fraser 100
John McLeod 1 00
Bugh Dunbar 100
William Gray 100
Daniel Gray 100
David Ross 1 00

%22 00

SECTION N(, 3.

Duncan Matheson &1 00
Hugh A. McDonald 100
Robert Gordon 100
Duncan Fraser 100
William Russel 100
Donald McQuarry 60
John Mclnness 50
Hugh Matheson 40
David McKay 50
Robert Sutherland 50
Danie) Fraser 50
James L hisholm 50
Alex. McRae 100
David Grsbam 160
William Alexander 50
Donald McRae 100
John W. McKenzie 100

‘818 00

SECTION NO. 6.

Willism McDonald $1 00
James McDcensald 100
James McDonald 100
Alex. Urqubart 1 00-
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John Urquhart 100
Duncan Matheson 100
Roderick McLean 50
Alex. Mcl.ean 50
Nancy MeDonald 25
Mrs. Hugh Fraser 25
William Fraser 50
88 00

SECTION NO. 7.
William Mcl.eod $1 00
George McLeod 100
Dovald McLeod 3 0v
William Matheson 1 00
Alex. McKenzie 1 00
Alex. McPhee 100
John Sthith 50
S8 30
8 00
18 00
N 22 00
10 75
9 10
17 50
238 85

Total

REvD. J. W. FRASER, Ep1TOR MONTHLY

Recorp. s

Rev. AND DEAR SiR,—We the under-
signed Committee of Kirk Manse, North
Esarliown, wishing to give the congrega-
tion an accouut of its proceeds for the
8 years we had the management of 1t
from the time Revd. Mr. McColl emi-
grated till in possession of our present
worthy Pastor, Rev. Mr. McKenzie, as
there are sqme in the different parts of
the con,,mmtxotr who are anxious to
know, v&are alsé very happy to give
them theiy re‘qmred information, and we
think the% turbh RECORD to be the most
snitable tor, the purpose: if you will be
kind enough to give it space in said C. 8.
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Recorp you will greatly oblige your
most humble and obdt. servants.
COMMITTEE.

KENNETH J. McK exziE, EsqQ.,
West Branch.
Hreu Bainiig, JOINER, EsQ.,

Falls.
MR. JOSErH SUTHERLAND,
Earltown.
1877 Dr.3Kirk. $ cts.
June To cash paid tor shingl-
ing roof of Manse 30.00
1873 To replacmv bad boards
Augt. and saddle boards extra 1.75
To cash paid for clesning
and scrubbing two
1878 floors of Manse 1.30
Sept. To cash paid Mr. James
McKay, Eider, per
order of meeting, .
being borrowed 14.26
1879 To cash paxd for paint-
Augt. ing'outside of build-
ing, plastermé re-
pamno flues, &c., &c.  32.94
$80.25
Manse. Cr. $ cts
Glebe sold each year at
public Auction
1876 By rent 28.25
1877 « o« 27
1878 6t & - 25
$80.25

North Earltown Manse, Nov. 28, 1879.

RECORD 1880.

Single Subscribers 25 cents. Each
club of ten, will receive an extra copy
gratis.

THE MONTHLY RFCGRD is published
by a committee of Presbytery:

Priee to ageats 25 ceats a copy.

Single subscribers 50 cents.

All communications to be addressed to’
the Convener.

Rev. J. W. I‘;t/\éi:k,
Scotsburn.



ot. Lawrence Drug-Store:
St. Lawrence Hotel Bulldmg——Front Street, Pictou.

X, LT, \I(-REJNIIT

BRUGGIST - AP OTHECARY

KEEPS ALWAYN ON NAXD 4 1CLL STOUCK O}

Pure Britizh and Foreiyr Druws, Chemicals, and Dyestufls, En,_ns}’ \mmrsr\ and Canadian
Pateit Medrcines, Londen White faad, and 0 red l’x uts, Linaced O, Turpentine,
House und Carriage Varnishes Brushes, Spong S‘ aps I’erfumgr\

TIMOTHUY AND CLOVER SEEDS,
GARDLEN, FIFLD AND FLOWER SEEDS.

pHYS'ClANS' PRESCRIPTIONS « rifoily ¢mpoundad wen sccursey ard

vspatel.

—ALL KINDS HORSE AND CATTLE MEDICINES ——

JAMES McLEAN,

BOOK RELLER, ETC.

HAS ALWAYS ON HAXD

WALL PAPERS, WINDOW SHADES, BORBERING, ETC., ETC.,
- STATIONERY OF EVELY DESCRIPTION. a3

CHOOL BOOKS AND ALL REQUISTE SCHOOL MATERIAL. BIBLES, TESTAMENTS,
HYMN AND PRAYER BOOLS.

¢ Baoks, exc , IMPORTED TO ORDER. Weekiy Parcels om United 3
13 ~ , .. N
3:? States.  Recular Pureels from Britain, ‘5«?_;

Opposite the Market, Water Street., Pictou, N. S,
ESTABLISHED 1828.

J. D. B. FRASER & SON,

' ",,Enfzsa : Relail }}mggis?ﬁ,

= PICTO:T,_}Q\;& SCOTIA. =

DEALERS IN BRITISH AXD FOREIGN DRUGS, CHEMICALS, PATENT MEDI
CINES, PERFUMERY, SOAPS, SPICES, 0ILS, DYE-STUFER, B,

RURDEY, FIELD & TLOWER SEEDS,




