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G]Jl"fl) Wlrs, clorgy sud laity of the diocesé. Ahd'in thls

- - poibt of view we cannot conceive how hiiy
Canapa—The Bishop of Torontv, with the | churchman «f sound views and With a wirm |
consent of the Governor-General, lias summoned | zeal in behalf of thoss distinctive Piiriciples
the Clergy and Lay-Delegates of the propesed | which aro so clearly enunciated i our liturgy
Western Diozese o assemble at Londdn on | and articles, can hesitite betiveeii the two. ‘
Wednesday, May I3th,gfor the-purpose of orga- And irrespectively of ‘this fmportadt éonsi-
nizing the Diocese and electing its fiist Bishop. | deration, the thaiiﬁénlioixs and flie clains of the
We have already on two oceasions written fully | Archdeacon aré, we féel ‘bound to say, immea-
on this subjact, and exhorted those, who are to ; sureably superior. Jf thifty-threa years ‘labori-
bear a part in theee most momentous delibera- | ously and fuithfully dévoted to the érvice of 'the
tions, to approach them ir a spirit of prayer,and | Canadian Chuich; if the confidenéo dndsfiigni-

_in a Chuistian temper. There are two candi- | ship of - his Bishop, whothas placed bim'in ‘the

dales for the Epicopates—edthough this is per- | highost offices which bo had to ‘bestow; if the
haps kardly the right word to use, inasmuch as | esteom and zaffection of his pdtishionérs to'wliom
they both disclaim the idea of putting them- | he has so long and so zealously ministered; if
selves forward for ‘the liigh office, and rathor | the ability he hus displayetl dnd the experisnce
yield to the solicitations of those friends, who | be has gainell as the Headl of 4n Institution for
cousider them well gualified'to fill'it with Tionour tradilingy theological stidents; if persussiveness
to themselves, and advantage to the Cluich. | as a preacher, clearness and distinctness as a
They are the Venerable A. N. Bethure, Arch- | writer, judgment and tact ds a man of business,
deacon of York, and the Reverend Dr. Cionyn, | moderation and ‘impdrtiality in the many jm-
Rector of London.  The latter bas many warm | portant wmatters which lave been entrusted to
personal Jfriends, and the zeal and activity with | him;—tin a word, if fitness for the offiee, and
which they have been advocating his caush, | services rendercdl to the Church, are to be the
speak bLighly for his amiable qualities. “ground upon which each vote is given,—wa do

But we, on such an occasion, feel constrained | not fear the result. Of Df. Cronyn we desire
to lay aside all personal considerations, aud to | to-sky nothing but what is kind and respectful,
take into account nothing but the fituess'uf the , but we canuot discover upon what piea his
men proposed for our choice, and the. claims | claims can for a moment come into competition
which they may respectively possess upon the . with thoss of the Archdeacon of York.
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Besides tho clection of a Bishop, other impor-
tant questions will have to be decided by the
nsserubled clorgy and lay-delegdtes. It ia to bo
presumed that no subject will be discussed ox-
cept those which bear upon the organization of
the diocese, and that all others wil} boe deforred
until a rogular Diocesan Synod can be sum-
moned. But there are some such questions
which must ongage the attention of the meet-
ing, and it is of much importance that they
should be fully and faitly considered.

The first of these is that question which 20
unprofitably occupied much valuable time at the
1ast meeting of tho Synod of the Diocese of To-
ronto; namely, the relative rights of clergy and
Inity in- the clection of a Bishop. Woe say, un-
profitably; for we cannot see what advantage
would accrue to the clergy from confining to
them the right of election, and giving to the
laity merely a negative or affirmative vote. If
thereis any advantage we ouglit not to ask it;
for the two houses, the clerical and the lay,
ought to meet in Synod on a footing of perfect
equality; and if thero is nio advantage, why

" raise a question which is suro to excite feelings
of jealousy and jll-will. To us indeed’ it seems
that a better mode of proceedig might be
adopted ; that the Bishops of all Canadian Dio-
ceses should elect the Bishop of any diocese that
becomes vacant, and that upon the confirmation
of their choice by the clergy and laity of the
dlocese, lie- should’ be declared clected, Upon
tlis present occasion such a'mode of proceeding
is, wo fear, out of the’ question; but we still
hope, that when the Diocese of Kingston has
been' organized, and Canada thus obtains a
hiouso of five bishops, some such method, which
undbubtedly would Ue tho nearest approach to
the primitive n.adel, will be adopted.

The noxt question:that will come up, is that
of the majority to be required for the successful
candidate. The general impression seems to bo
that in order to a choice, it should be necessary
that ono of the candidates should'obtaifi 2 ma-
jority of two-thirds of each house. Much may
dbubtless be said in favour of this proposition;
but' it'would, generally, be found impossible to
clect the most distinguishod men among our
clergy; and where the number is so small, this
18, we conceive, a fatal-objection.

It is a fact which we cannot alter, even if we
should desire it, that there are,.and:always have

boen, two difforent schools of theology,~—for wo
will not call them parties,—in the Church.
Aund itisafact that the ablest, tho most devoted,
the most zealous men, are foumd among the
foremost champions of one or the other of theso
schools. The men who hover in vaguo uncer-
tainty botween the two, are generally men of
no fixed principles, no encrgy, activity, or use-
fulness. We say generally, for there may, of
course, be exeptions.

Now if the two-thirds rule be adopted, it will,
in practice, be found impossible to elect any
ono of these able, devoted, and zealous men;
and we shall have to compromiso by uniting
upon a man who is unobjectionable, simply
because he has no marked character or opinions.
No; let us have for our Bishop the best man
of whichever school has the numerical na-
jority. The simple majority is, we take it, the
ancient and natural rule by which all electoral
assemblics, except the college of cardinaly, have
been ever guided.

There is a third question to be seltled; namo-
ly, the persons among the clergy to whom the
Tight of voting is to be extended. With regard
to those who have a- distinet parochial charge,
there is of course no guestion. But it is wn-
certain whether this right should be given to
those'who are superavnuated, and to assistant
ministérs,  We would withhold it from the oo
and giabt it to tho other; and that upon the
stmo broad principle.  We would withhold it
from supierannuated clergymen, because thoy
have really ito longer any interest (except such
interest as every member of the Church has)
in tho character of their Bishop; they do not
necessarily come into contaet with him, or have
any intercourse with him. Wo would give it
to assistant ministers because they, on tlie other
hand, liave perhaps the strongest intorest of all
in tho character of their Bishop;. they are most

| dependent upon him; and their comfort, suc-

cess, and happiness in their ministerial carcer
will be very much infiuenced by his character.

We have bricfly touched upon the.subjects
which must necessarily come up for discussion
on the 13th of May, in order that such of our
readers as will bear a part in that discussion
may have time for mature snd calm reflection,
which in the heat of a debale.is not always
possible. And wo would be permitted to give

one mnecessary caution. Let them not be de-

ooy
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cided by any oune with reference ‘o their sup-
posed bearing upon the preseut clection, We
do pet know that they Liave, or ¢an Tiave, any
such bearing; but even if they should appear
to have, let that consideration be left entirely
aside. Determine each point “ns it comes up,
‘upon the broad principles of equity and wis-
dom; and trust in God that Ie will make all
things work together for the good of Idis
Church.

Church M:ttors at Clackington in 1875,
CHAPTER XXI.

Cracringroy was in a flulter of excitement.
An arival of such importance as a second
clergyman who was to reside permanently in
the place, and to preside over a separate and
independent pavish, ealled up a feeling of in-
terest in almost every mind, although the sourco
of that inierest was very different in different
persons.

The ladies especially wera on the tiptoo of
expectation; and when it was authoritatively
ascertained that he was a bachelor, there wag,
aspecially in the minds of the junior members
of the sex, a strong conviction of the wisdom of
ithe Bishop's proceedings in dividing the parish.

Poor man! how he was criticized during the
days that intervened between his arrival and
‘the following Sunday. Mrs, Slowton, notswith-
standing her cfforts to be civil, could not help
showing ther teeth wlen any favotable oppor-
“tunity presented itself, but Mr. Evenley scemed
perfectly impassible and unmoved, and indeed
Mrs. Slowton begangto think that he must be
almost stupid, so little 4il he seem to feel or
evén tompréhend ber thirusts.

Mr. Slowton was as usual kind, ‘Dut con-
strained in spite of his ‘efforts to the -contrary,
while the new comer was respectful and even
deferential in‘his manner towards -him, and at
the same time he 'was so oped, cordial and
natural, ‘that Mr. Slowton could not but feel
favorably disposed towards him.

Mr. Crampton, Mr. Jackson, and all those
who were the Jeading persons in the new pa-
rishes of St. Jobu and St. Jude, lost no time in
paying their respeets to the new Incumbent,
and wers on the whole very favorably impressed
with Mr. Evenley. Thete was, .as may be
supposed, some difference of opinien on the

part of sowe of all the multitude who cnlled
wpon the nmew parsom, or who met hfmat an
evening party, which Mr. Slowton invited to
his house to do honor to his guest.

“ Well,” asked Mrs, Glimpington next day,
after the party, as she chatted to Mrs. Brown,
with whom she avas discussing 1ocont events,
“what do you think of this Mr, Evenley?™

“Why to tell you the truth I hardly know
~hat to think,” replied Mis. Brown. “I had
not much opportunity of talking to him last
evening; lut his address is good, and his man-
ner, though grave and quict, is, I ihink, ploss-
ingY

“Do you think 208 Well, T really got so
frightened by looking at his stern fuce while he
was silent, that I could not muster up courage
to speak to him at all.”

“He did not strike me as looking stern'as
you gay: on the contrary, I thought his laugh
particularly prepossessing. I am afraid he'll
make liavoc among our young ladies if they
don’t take care.”

“I'm sure you don't think bim handsome,”
said Mrs. Glumpington.

“Why, no, not exactly; but Lis looks aro
good epough to 1nin the peace of half the girls
in the place if he is given to firling.”

“No danger of that I should say; he looks
anything but like a ladies’ manj and, besides,
he is no doubt a Puseyite, and they are -great
advocates for the celibacy df the clergy.?

“Docs any one kndw any thing of ‘liis doc-
trinef™ asked Mis. Brown in a different tone.
«T have asked séveral if ‘they bave heard him
say anything that indicates whether or mot ‘ho
is likely to preach the Gospel.”

“Gospel indeed!™ echoed Mrs. Glunipington,
tossing lier head, “its verylittle Gospel you'll .
ever Hear¥rom bim, or 'm much mistaken.”

“ Absmy dear, that is truly lamentable; but -
as to my hearing ‘him, I don’t think there is
muéh ¢hance of thit—of course I'mean hibitu- -
ally. I am not.going to desert dear Mr. Slow-
ton, -and the ‘Gospel, and the most zespectable
pew in the-church to sit on a vulgar open beneh
in a railway storehouse, I can tell you.”

I should thiuk not,” remarked Mrs. Glump-
ington; “but I hear half the town are going
down there next Sunday to hear him. I'm
sure I shant go to be crushed up among a low
set-of railway people.”
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At this moment Miss 'tibbins mnde her ap-
pearanco, looking quite oxcited.

¢ Oh Mrs. Brown, Iam glad to have found
you at home; for I'm in a puzzle, and I cau't
see my way through it—I suppose because I'm
so short-sighted *—observed the worthy spinster,
parenthetically falling into the accustomed form-
ula without observing its inapplicability. ¢Here
is this new clergyman como who I heard was
to be a terrible Puseyite, and who was going

to turn Mr. Slowton out of house and home,-

and yet here tliey are living quite friendly with
one another, and he does not seem anythiug so
much out of the way either, and here Miss
Tibbins had to take breath.

t And how do you kuow that he is nota
Puséyite?’ asked Mrs. Glumpington.

¢That is just what I camo to speak to Mis.
Brown about; for do you know, Mrs. Brown,
said Miss Tibbins, turning to that Jady, ‘as I
was coming down the street just now, I saw
Mr. Evenley coming out of that little house in
the lane where the Jenkins live,.who came here
last winter from some of the Lower Provinces,
and who were so poor.’

*What could he bo doing there?’ asked Mrs.
Brown; ¢he has not begnu proselyting already,
I hope, for that lane is in our parish.’

#Why you seo I was anxious to find that
out myselfy said Miss Tibbins with a sage and
imporfant- dir, ¢and I detormived to do so.
Well;- dfter I had seen him a good way off, I
turned Dack and waiit into the Jano and called
on Mrs. Jenkins, whom I know very well, and
who seeined in a strange slate between Jaugh-
ing and crying, and she burst out before I had
time to say a word, and told me suck a tale
about Mr. Evenley.

“Denariie, exclaimed Mis. Glumpington with
operreyds, ¢what did slic say? do tellus. Was
he trying to Uribe ler into false doctrite?”

“Wliy she sdid that sho was Beside® hiérself
with joy for that ©Good Parson Evenley’—
that’s the way she spoke of him—whom she had
known so well in the Lower Provinces, and who
had been their best friend, had met her little
girl in tlie street, and had recognized her and
made her lead him o their coltage, and how
he was the sama dear kind gentleman ho always
was, and she ¢riéd sgain with joy, and told me
such wonderful® stories of his goodnéss that I’
am puzzled about’it; and can't make it out how

he can bo so very good as this poor woman
sayg, and be the terrible person that Mrs, Cry-
#on said the Bishop was going to send here to
persecule dear Mr. Slowton.

+ “Why there’s Mrs. Cryson herself just cross-
ing tho strect and coming in,’ observed Mrs.
Glumpington, whose face was turned towards
the windo. ' ’

After the usual greetings, Mrs. Cryson was
informed of the Jatest intelligence as brought
by Miss Tibbins, touching Mr. Evenley’s ro-
ported goodness.

I don't believe a word of it,” said Mrs. Cry-
son.

‘But why not?’ asked Miss Tibbin, looking
over her spectacles.

¢Because it can’t be)

¢But Mis. Jenkins is a very truthful and
respeetablo woman,’ said Miss Tibbins, ‘and
wouldn't say what was not the case.

T don't care what she is, said Mrs. Cryson
with more cxcitement of manner than that
pious lady would, under other circumstances,
have perhaps exhibited. ¢I am sure, from
what Mr. Crysen has told mé that he is a
thorough going Tractarian; and if he seems as
good as your Mis. Jenkins would make out,
then it must be on the principlé of Satan trans-
forming himself into an angel of light.’ -

¢ But what has Mr. Cryson found out?” asked
Mrs. Brown, while Miss Tibbins looked auxi-
ously over her spectacles, and Mrs. Glumpington
was all eagar attention.

*Why he got into the loft of the storehounso
to-day, which they have been fitting up for a
church, and he says that it is nothing better
than a mass house. They$have got a credence
table, as they call it, and the communion table
raised I can’t tell how high from the floor, and
there is a cross against the end wall, and M.
Evenley is said highly to approve of all these
arrangements; and when Mr. Cryson exclaimed
against them, NMr. Jackeon put his hands into
the vory bottom of his pockets, and asked him
where he bad been this last twenty years, for
that it was that long at least since the Privy
Council declared all these things and many
more to be the law of the English Church/!

¢Oh!’ sighed Mrs. Brown.

¢Shocking!” exclaimed Mrs. Glumpington.

“But what did he mean?’ asked- Miss Tib-
bine.
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‘I hardly know, replied Mis. Cryson, but
somo twenty years ago, before Tractariauism
biad spread half as widely as it has done since,
they tell me that some good Protestants tried
to put a stop to the doings of somo of theso
half popish ciorgy, and got an order to-pull
down the cross, aund take credence tables, and
pull off the fine covers of the communion tables;
and the Privy Council, whom every hody look-
ed upon as tho hope of the Protestant faith,
went, and to the dismay of all truly pious
people, declared that all such things wore al-
lowed by the law of England, and O dear mel’
—Mrs. Cryson added dolefully—*it’s awful to
think of the way such things have spread sinco
theu—and how only fancy that they are going
{0 bo.set up in Clackington: dear! dear!’

Leavivg these worthy ladies to mourn in
concert over the impending innovations which

they made up their minds were about to be

mado upon the time-honoved jogtrot-of Clack-
ingtonian ,churchmanship, yve must carry our
readers over the intervening days, and bring
them at onco to tho cventful Sunday when,
according to the announcemont made by hand-
bills on the walls, and in the columns of the
Clackington newspapers, the temporary church
of St. Jobn's parish was to be opened for divine
service. )

It was as fine a morning as could be desired,
and long before the hour of service every avail-
able portion of the temporary church was cram-
sed to the utmost. The servico was read very
pleasingly, because naturally and devoutly, by
the now clergyman. The singing, in the ab-
sence of any organized choir, was confined to a
couple of well Lno“n psalms, and one or two
fumitiar chants which wero simply but beartily
Juined in by most of thoso who were present,
and nothing extraordinary or remarkable took
p]ace until the end of the aunte-communion
service.  Just before he gave out the last psalm,
Mr. Evenley gave notice that the following
Weduesd'ly being a holiday, was appointed by
the Church to be relxgxously observed, and con-
sequex.tly that there would be service and a
sermon at an hour x\b.ch he <pec1ﬁ«,d as one
whicli ho thought v.ould probably be most con-
venient'to tho grmtcst number.,

e fusther added that in accordance with the
requirements of tho Book of Common Prayer,
there would be dai'y morning and evening

prayer when not reasonably hindered by sxcl\-
ness or some other urgent cause. .

Mr. Evenley made the announcement in a
peculiarly matter of cowrse sort of way; his
words were clear and distinet, so that it was
impossible to misundearstand them; but they
wore-as fow-and comnmonplaco as was consistent
with his object, that, namely, of being under-
stood. It would have been impossible to havo
gathered from the expression of bis face that ho
considered tho notice he bad given to Lo any
thing but the merest wmatter of course; but his
wae almost the only countenaunce in the whole
assembly that was unmoved. Such looks of
surprise—such popping of one bonnet into an-
other—such raising of eyebrows and swirking
of lips—such whispers of horror and muttered
detormination of going out of the place, which
however were overcome by the power of cu-
riosity in some cases, and by the hope of find-
ing somothing further to carp at, in others, On
the faces of others there was & quiet expression -
of decp gratification, as though their hopes and
expectations were in this pacticular more than
fulfilled,

Another littlo flutter passed through the con-
gregation, when Mr. Evenley passed at once to
the lectien, and without any preliminary prayer
began his sermon without changing lis sur-
plico for a gown. A fow more little nods and
looks of significance were duly exchanged among
those who Lelonged to Mr. Slowton’s congrega-
tion, of whom a great many were present, but
these things were soon lost sight of in the
greater interest of listening to the sermon.

Aud very well worth listening to. it was,
though it is not our purpose to inflict it at
second hand upon the readers of this veracious
chronicle. There was exceedingly little in it of
a personal nature, and few professions of his
own intentions for the future; there was an
earnest setting forth of the duty of preaching
and receiving and acting upon the whole truth
of. Holy Seripture, of belie.ing the unmutilated
Gospel, and the great Lelp in doing this which
earnest-minded churchmen would find in the
plain teachings and holy system of the Church
horself, He showed with great clearness how
she cver set forth the Redeemer as all in all to
fallen and guilty man—1ler divine ordinances as
the appointed means whereby God's heavenly
grace was conveyed Lo the souls of men, and a
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holy lifo tho great end and object of all her
tenchings, rites and sacraments. To aitain this
ond, however, it was plain that hee teachings
must bo unequivocally declared and her system
faithfully carried oul; and he concluded that
part of his discourse which had any referenco to
himsclf, with a simple declaration that, as an
English churchman, his cffort would of course
bo to sel forth that view of the docirine of
Holy Scriplure which was contained in the
Prayer-Book, and to comply as far as. possible
with her ritual requirements—that beyond this
limit he had no wish to go, but that short of it
he was not willing to fall,

The style of his sermon was plain and un-
adorned, but oxccedingly clenr and forcible.
His manner very quict, but marked by a pecu-
liar earnestnoss that irresistably rivetted the
attention of all bhearers nnd impressed them
deoply.

When the sermon was concluded, thers was
~ the eomfused pauso which takes place when a

congiegation does not exactly know what is to

be donc next. Scme stood up at the doxology
at tho end of tho scymon, soine knelt down,
some sat down, and every eye was fixed upon
the clergyman, who went back to the Commu-
nion Table ad commenced tho Offertory son-
tonces, Mr. Crampton and Mr. Jackson col-
lected the alins which were roverently presented
upon tho holy table, and the service concluded
with the prayer for the church militant, a collect
ang the blessing.

All this, though now-a-days the cominon and
usual way of conducting the seivice, because
that way which the Prayer-Book commands,
was a novelty in Clackington, The oldfashioned
mode of curtailing the service as much as pos-
sible, and saving people’s pockets by omitting
the Offertory and the prayer for the church mi-
litant, had always prevailed in Mr, Slowton's
church, and all these changes and notices struck
the old parishioners asvery terrible, and a pretty
hubbub there was among them when the sor-
vice was ut aa end.

Time however will not permit us in this chap-
ter to entar furthor upon the history of the tem-
pest which now commenced ip the parochial
teapot, and wo thercfore must reservo it Hil the
next.

Is tho Churoh Thoroughly Distinotive ¥,
Wx hear so much respecting tho * broad plat-
form of the Church that we are ready to ask
ourselves; ITave, or have we noty.any clear, dog-
matic, distinet faith and practice, doctrinal and
organical, worth “contending for?” or is tho
Chureh simply a human establishment tho doc-
trines and practico of which are to bo “ pared
dewn” to suit the weakness, the ignorance, or
the worldliness of all sorts of religionists, in or--
dor that thus making the Church popular wo

- may swell the number of her adherents?

Now if anything will drive earnest and Aonest
men from the Church it is such untruthful lati-
tudinarianism. Rome is determinately distine-
tive, Presbyterianism is bitterly distinetive, the
Baptists are bigotedly distinctive, Methodism is
very earnestly distinctive; but, perhaps, as
chorebmen we hope, by sinking our creeds and
ignoring our polity, to gain all the veligious |
world—except the earncst !—truly an end right
worthy of those, but of those only, who profess
to be *evangelical’ or “ moderate’ par excellence;
their ¢evangelicalism’ being manifested by prac-
tically denying the blessed humanity of Christ
as e has been so gloriously pleased to share it
with His Churcli; their “moderation,” by de-
nuding the Church of those humbling truths
which arc : 3 repulsive to this wor ldl), intellect-
worshipping age.

Trern s, in its very nature, the most un-
compromising thing in existenco; it cannot
yield one tota, for that were falschood. Ienco
the Church, being Christ’s exponent of truth to
the world cannot vail one particle of the “faith
as once delivered to the saints.” But what is
the faith? It s trust in Christ wheresoever
aud howsopever ITe has promised 4o reveal Him-
self. This, without all doubt,is in the mem-
bership of His Church, and through her ordi-
nances,—private devotion, communion of sainfs,
confession, fasting, absolution, priestly Llessing,
baptism, confirmation, the Lond’s Supper, epis-
copacy, priestly orders, &c.,—thus'at loast doea
our Reformed Anglican Chureh teach cancerning
the faith, or; the TruTH as it is in Christ Jesus.”
Nor do her Articles and Services in anywise
contradict each other, though they may exhibit
dxﬁ'erent phases, or features, of the truth;—thus
the services may more clearly teach us tho ne-
cessity of the ‘ebedience of faith,” in ll)e believ-
ing adherenco to Christ in afl the ordinances of
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s Church, in order to assured and elect salva-
tion; while the Articles, seeing the corruptions
of Rome, may tako good heed to remind ustbat
wo are ‘saved by faith aloue,’ that is, by Christ
alone; with whom our obedient faith unites,
yen, identifies us.

Heneo it is evident, that they who ropresent
the Cliurch as baving little distinctivo doctrine,
or as contradicting herself, do foully slander
her; in order, it may be, to hide their own un-
truthfulness in substituting Calvinistic, {alsely-
called ¢ evangelicaly teaching for that which the
Church so clearly unfolds throughout the eatiro
Prager-Book; or, on the part of others, to
screen their unfaithfulness in adopting a cow-
ardly ¢ moderation’ in place of the positive and
Secripturally uncompromising teaching of the
Church hersclf. From our hearts we thank
God, that, howaver self-seeking.or mistaken men
may eudeavour to prove her so, the Church is
not * broad’, in the sense in which they seok to
represent her as being; she is as positive and
dogmatic in her teaching—though not as ex-
clusive—ns are Rome, Geneva, or the Baptists.
Henee, we repeat, no semi papist, presbyterian, or
methodist can faithfully minister at her altars.

¢Not as exclusive, however; hence laymen,
with very painfully defective views, may be ber
sincere mombers, because not being called to
teach, or to minister salvation to the people of
God, they are not so absolutely required to be-
liove all the distinetive doctrines of the Bible, or
to make those unflinching subscriptions to every
thing contained in the Services and Articles of
the Church which it is so essential alike for the
glory of God and the spiritual safety of the flock
to domand from one who is to ba a priest of the
Most High God. Thus, while something very
nearly allied to moral perjury is committed by
ono who, being a somi-papist or presbyterian,
continues to-officiate as an Anglican clergyman,
tho Church hersclf is ever ready in the spirit
and name of her Divine Master to receive within
her social fold, as private members, all those
who ‘believe and are baptized’; herein mani-
festing a scriptural and purely catholic conduct
altogother unlike that ¢eyclusiveness’ and that
arrogant bigotry which leads both Rome and
tho Protestant sectaries, to require conditions,
in order to their supposed church membership,
entirely unwarrauted by either the Bible or Pri-
mitive Christianity.

Truly the Auglican Church, with hor branches
in America and tho colonies, is unrivalled in her
gonuine charily and her large-hearted loves—
ber Lord died for the world, and she weeps to
bring all the world within her arms; sceking no
other conditions from them than that of obedi-
ently seoking Him,

The conclusion then, which we draw from
the whold, is, that the English Church is most
strict in requiring from her clergy a hearty and
honest adherance to.overy tittle of lier doctrine
and practice; and, consequently, that to attempt
to serve at her altars without giving this, is—
dishonest; while for the laity, being with them
a matter of individual salvation, sho removes
every barrier, with the most enlarged liberality
that her inherent truth and holiness will permit.

These things being so—exclusive truth star-
ing the clergy in the face in every page of
the Prayer-Book—it is vain to expect to restore
unity to the Church by any compromise; what
we need, is more well-informed doctrinal con-
scientiousness in the candidates for Holy Or-
ders; and an increased fearless truthfulness on
the part of our church dignitaries, in sifting the
sincerity of those professions of adherence to all
tho teaching of the Prayer-Book, which the lax
polenical wmorality of the day leads many to
make, whose after teaching shows that when
they did so, they—we sincerely trust unwit-
ting]j—-‘ held a lie in their right hanpd,’

Wheaever the time comes that we again get
a weekly Diocesan Church Paper in Canada, as
we see i3 alroady spoken of, we do pray that it
may be a fearless, though loving, exponent of
the Church and her principles. A trimming,
milk-apd-water journal we are disposed to think
would bo as great a mistake financiglly, as it
would truthfully, A religious paper will not
pay, unless its supporters take an earnest inte-
rest in it which they will not do except they feel

" that vital interests are at stake. With all its

faults, this is an earnest age, and men will not
concern themselves with indifferent matters; and
perhaps the very secret of the Church’s de-
pressed condition on this continent, is that too
many of her children, imagining that it is of
small importance whether the Chureh, Presby-
teriauism, or Methodism, &c. &c., be in tho as-
cendant, have felt little earncstnesa in aiding the
extension of any of them. Qh Romo and the
Protestant sectarics are wise in their generation!
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Wo find, a¢ all ovepts, no uncertainty in most of
their popular t_eaching, and yerily they have
their roward.

1t is the very thorough-zoing, eavuest ireach-
ery—considered as a Church paper—of the
Zichg, that has given it that degreo of success (o
which, unhappily for the accountability of its
prowoters, it has attajned.

Tho Crater ¢f Daybut.

Tug evening of a summer day. A wild scene
it is among mountains: we are standing on the
edexe of a huge crater, the bed of an extinet
voleano.  Yet not so wholly extinct but that far
below us, a yaile away, down in tho very centre
of the gorge, there is & jet of smoke, which, as
evening dinkens into night, will, like the pjljar
of cloud that went before the Israclites, kindle
into fire. "Sec how the peaks, all' round, toss
thomselves up in ‘the wililest confusion; those
twvo, shaurp, needledike points to the lelt, that
blutl, storn-Jooking precipide,—in the centre of
which one little white clond has anchored itself,
-—straight before us, and then to the right, and
towering far above us, that conical mountain,
over the shouluer of which winds a narrow
mule path, cut out by years of labour, through
the solid vock.,  Anl notice Jiow Leyond it
where it falls back from its neighlour mountain,
and gives a vista of the horizon, a Luilding of
white marble has caught the now almost Jevel
rags of ‘the sun, and lighis up tho hill which
1L crowns, ‘ . '

That is the temple of ihe god Daybmt, foy
we e in Japan: and.n great day to-morrow
will te (so thiy thiuk) for the worshippers of
the idol. Then these mountains, now go lonely,
then all the édge or vim of tha crater,—and it
must measure four or five miles across,—will
be thronged,—will bo glive with warshippers.
For thisvoleano 1s saered to Daybuty and it is
helid that whoever should bé fusihardy enough
to descend into it and to cross it, would pay for
Lis sacrilege, not only with his own lfé, but
with the destruction of the whols empire.  For
tha priests of Daybut aflirm that thop the
foun'sing of fiie \\'{xich lurk beueath it would
bo broken up, tie chain of mountdins, ds far
as tho cis can reach, would ba. shattered in
pieces, and thy whole kingdom of Meaco be
overwhelmed with a deluga of flame.  So they
preach, and so their hearers believe. To-mor-
row then, thero Will be a coneojirse of people
from all parts of the empire: not only from
great Niphon, the chief of the Japanesé Isla1 ds,
but from the outlying pertions of the ewmpire,
from Sitkef, from Kiousiou, yes, and from those
distant rocks against which the waves of the
Pacific are waging continual war, Firando, aml
"Timoura, and Osima, They say the Emperor
will not be here himself: ho is so busied with

his new ercetions in the Capilal, that he wilt be
content with an embassy to the god.  But I do
hear that the Christinng,—for there have been
Christians in Japan for these forty years,—aro
in expectation of some gmeat event. Iather
Froes, the Missionary of Meaco (he will bo a
maityr at a future time, Luing frozen to denth
for the Namo of Cnuisr), will Lo here: and the
report gocs, that this prerogative of Daybut
will not pass altogether unquestioned. For more
than one valiant heart among those who follow
—as the comnion expression goes—the “ Law of
the Portuguese,” are determined to vindicato
for themselves the honour of the Gud eof the
Christians, Maker of Heaven apd Emrth, and to
teach the whole £mpire shat the strength of the
hills is 11is also.

Now let the sun set bohind the western rango.
You may catch—so high is the ground on
which we are stand’ng,—a narrow strip of sil-
ver; itis tho inland sea belween Niphon and
Sitkof: On those shores the standard of the
Cross was fisst planted; they have already sent
multitudes of mastyrs to glory: before the
confiict is ended, and the Church crushed out
in Japan, they will send thousands more. And,
as the night thickens, we may eatch to tho
north a great plare, as from a mighty city.
That shows where, in Meaco, the Emperor
Taycosama is entertaining half the priests of
his empire, at a banquet in honor of Daybut:
and every one of the six thousand temples in
the Capital is illuminated in honour of the
festival.  That glare will last all through the
night, and then in the moining, by thousands
and tens of thousands, the pilgrims to this vol-
cano will pour forth.

Let the night have passed.  Let the sun lave
just risen over the eastern mountains: and seo
how the whols scone is changed. Multitudes
thronging aud pressing on all sides, and gind-
ing in the crater with a living chain.  From
this kuoll we shall haye tho best view of the
whole. Here they have set up the sfandard of
tho Green Dragon, which shows that the prin-
cipal men of the day have cliosen this for their
own position.  Here, oo, is a pulpit of sandal
wood, from whence the most cclebrated and
most learned Bonze of the Empire—his name
is Morindono,—will preach of the greatness and
glory of Daybut. Iere e can best be hoard,
perhaps by some two or three thousand spee-
tators: bug, at intervals, through the whole
circle of the multitude, other pulpits are reared
up, fiom which other Bonzes of inferior name
will each address bis own congregation. Crowded
as they are through such & vast extent, it is not
wonderfil that the numbers should be variously
reckoned; but he that rates then at the fewest
sets them down at a hundred and fitty thonsand,
and there are not wanting those who atoe ready
to wiiger that they amount to more than deuble
that sum. I sec that Father Froes lus kept

o
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his word.  Like a brave general ho will take up
his own posjtion where the cuemy is strongost.
Ho is standing negr the pulpit, and thoso about
him are the principal Christians whom he has
led to the séeno of action. A little aloof, and
mingling with the worshippers of the idol, aro
the three or four hyndred who have accom-
panied Lim hither; most of them men, but
‘somoe women and children, ready, they say, to
dio with him, or to die for him; eager to givo
glory to their own Gob, aud to wake manifest
that, as for all the gods of the heathen, they
are but idols, the work of men's hands.

Now there is a flowish of trumpets: one of
the princes, the son of "luycosama, takes his
seat under the canopy of cloth aud gold; the
Bonze, a vouerable looking old man of seventy,
in bis rich robes as a doctor of his religion, as-
cends the pulpit: a groat silence falls on the
crowd : the standard, which has been hitberto
only half-mast high, is ran up to the top of the
pole: six cannon prepared near this knoll are
fired at once, and all round tho crater, at tho
given signal, the crowd fall down and do ho-
wage to Daybut. MNow you may count tho
Clristians. ~ Like thoe army of Israel in olden
time, they secem indeed a little flock of kids,
while the Syrjans fill the country. One or two
of the fuinter hearts among them had proposed
that,—not to give (as they said, and as weak
Jpeople always will say) unnecessary ofterice—at
the moment when the multitude fell down and
worshipped Daybat, they also should kneel and
adore the Gon of Heaven, But Father Froes
was firm. ¢If I stand up alone’ he said,
¢ among the whole assembly, I will not bow my
kunee, when I may be thought to bow it to an
idol.  On this fashion it had been easy for the
threo Holy Children to deliver themselves from
the burning fiery furnace. And though I read
of Naaman, that for a while he had leave to
bow down himself in the house of Rimmon, I
kuow of the same Naaman that, after & brief
space, hio disdained to use that license, and so
died a martyr to the Gop of Israel.’

But we must listen to what tho Bonze is
saying. Io is maguifying the power of Day-
but, he is showing the mercy and bounty of
that god {owards his clieats, move. espeeially
at the hour of their death. e goes on, almost
in the words of lloly Swipture, (for the Ja-
panese religion is perhaps the masterpioce of
Satau) to show how he will Lave all men to be
saved, and to come to the knowledwe of tho
truth: and then Le dilates on the history of the
crater below him, and the impenotrabio fence
with which it is walled about, *You know,
such are his words, ¢ that from the beginning
of time, no mortal feet have ever dared 20 cross
this mast holy place; that to the ond of timo
none will ever Le sacrilegious enough to risk
the venture.  You kuow that, accor(iing to our
law, if any man wil attempt it, free licence

|
|
{
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| that the power of our gods is as nothing, not

time to overthrow our superstition,—superstition

must he havo, that ho must uot be let nor
Linderet i any way; that either our gud will
strike Linr dead before ho reaches the fountain
of fire, or, if she fatnl tims of the carth shall
have come, he will be the occasion of its retwn
to chinos, and wilt be tormented with tormeuts
beyond all iwagination, for ever and over.
Just indeed is our god, and wondeiful are his
works! He might have commanded us to
hinder any miscrable wrotch from that sacri-
legrious attempt, But he choss rather to loave
the way open, to the end that the greatness of
his own power might be made manitest.  You
lknow, furthermore,—wae all know,—it is to our
ghame and confusion that I spesk, that not so
many years ago, the Law of the Portuguese was
first prenched in this land.  You know how that,
instead of adoring the true and immurtal gods,
they worship One Whom they affirm to have
been crucified hundreds of years ago,  ‘Whero-
upon it pleased former emporors of their great
clemency to crucify many of them. But this
postilential sect still incrensing, it seemed goud
to our great and glorious "Taycosama, whom
the gods long preserve! rather to turn them
over to that contempt and: ridieuls which they
merit, than to expose them either to the fire or
to frozen tanks, or to will bulls, as bhath in
times past been done. But observe this: of
all those hundreds of Christians who profess

ofie has ever dared, often as they have been
cliallenged, to descend into his voleano.  For
they know that however they may ridicule our
worship with their lips, they believe it in their
hearts.  Yes,' ho continued, perceiving that
Fathor Froes was anxious to address him, ¢I
know what their teacher would say: thxt le
himself or any of the Portuguese are realdy tv
make tho attemnpt.  But this 1 have told them,
and I tell you, that-the law laid down for our
own country applies not to strangers. They
have free leavo to go down into the crater: if
they do, their punishment is reserved for the
other world. But I challenge now, as I have
heretofore challenged, any Japanese who ealls
himself by the name of Cnmsy, to descend
info the voleana if he daro. We shall not op-

ose him; and if lie believes that in his heart
which he professes with hLis lips, now is the

forsooth '—and to prove that the power is in
the hand of his Gob, and not of ours!

Ho ended, and great terror fell on all the
multitude. — Father Froes turns round and
speaks to a young man that is standing close
bshind him. 7The conveisation grows more
and ‘more-animated.  Shall T tell you shat it
is about?

The truth i3 that the Bonze had advanced
nothing beyond the very fact. The Cluistiats
had been unwilling to descend into the on-
chanted ground. They spoke of the eertainty

Cr—— e
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of their own death fiow an infuriated crowd;
they tatked of the nccessity of timé to abolish
au inveterate superstition; but in very deed go
ingrained, even in them, was the belief, that tho
fuith which had led many to martyrdom was
not suflicient to face the possible dissolution of
the earth. So this great argument of the wor-

shippors of Daybut remained unanswered: for -

as woon as the Bonzes were persuaded that these
terrors were 1o terroms to tho Portuguese, they
gave out, as we have geen, that the law of their
g»d applied only to natives, and that foreigners
were, at least in this world, exempt. This
time, however, twenty or thirty of the younger
Christians, some few of them sprung from the
principal families in Meaco, had determined
that tho challengo should be accepted: and,
truth to say, Father Froes, who knew their
weakness better thaun they did themselves, was
more alarmed than edified Ly the boastfulness
of their talk; bow they would do that which
none had hitherto dured to achieve in Japan;
how they would show the worthlessness of the
great idol; how they would win for themselves
an everlasting name in the Christian annals of
the empire. The good priest, though his more
abundaut labours had left him but comparative-
Iy little tiine for the study-of Church history,
couldl not but remember how, whep the templo
of Serapis was destroyed at Alexandria, and
that in a Christinn rejgn, aud (as we should
now speak) under a Chrjstian establishment,
and when there was & simijar prophecy that,
should the idol itself be destroyed, earth would
return to its original chaos,~but one Christian
out of many thousands ventured to take hatchet
in hand, aud swmiting the idol in pieces, to give
exit to that swarm of rats which was afterwards
the ridicule of paganism througheut Egypt.

*I accept the challenge,’ said Father Froes.
¢Hers is & company cf thoso who believe in
Christ, born Japanese, who will descend into
the valley, and set your idol and all its wor-
shippers at nought.’

¢ Not so, said Morindono, afler a moment’s

pause. ‘It is expressly written that but one
may have licence to pass at a iime. Go,
any ohe of you that will; Daybut commands
that we should give him passage; but more
than one shall not go; and the multitnde js
on my sido. Said I not well? and he looked
around on that part of the crowd nearest to him.

A low murmur of applause ran through the
suditory. ¢ Weli) said the good Father, ¢it
matters very Jittle.  That which all are prepared
to do together, each is ready to do separately.
You, my son,—will you go?

o spoko to the young maw with whom he
had been conversing. His Christian name was
Jonquim; and ho was descended from one of
the first families in Meaco.

1 will go, my Father,' said tho young man,
in a trembling voice, *if yon judge it to be

necessary.  Dut are there not others hore bet-
ter qualified both by age and rank, to faco the
danger ¥

‘The danger!’ repeated Father Froes, in &
half contemptuous voice (for he was naturally
of a quick temper). But then correcting him-
self he.said, ¢1f from any reason you had rather
not go, there are envugh, I doubt not, who will
thankfully run the risk. You, Manoel, what
say you?

¢ What if my own faith .should fail? asked
the voung nobleman addressed.

Father Froes felt that he had trusted too
much to the faith of the converts. He looked
round on those who stood nearest to him, and
there was the same hesitation in all.  Ho him-
self, as you have just heard, could do nothing;
and an.ong all those for whom he had laboured,
among all those who had promised to stand by
him, who was there that did not now desert
bim?

¢You see how it is; said Moriudono, who
observed the hesitation. *The Pertuguese,—
they are governed by different laws from ours,
and may safely despise the danger in this world.
But if I counted them right when they but now
refused to bow their kneas to the god of the
emperor, there must be at the very least threo
or four hundred Cliristians present, and not ong
hias courage by so easy a proof to show that his
faith is the true faith, We have challenged
them before; I challenge them now: and you
see what is the result.

‘I will go down, said a low yoice from
among the outermost of the Christians.

¢Who spoke? asked Father Froes.

¢I heard nothing, said the Bonze. ‘It is
time to dismiss this assembly, giving glory to
him who has made this world and the heavens
above it

¢ I will go down,’ said the voice again. And
the crowd opening, vight and left, to permit a
passage, a girl came forward—for she conld not
be more thgn eighteen or ninetcen—and stood
in the midst of the assembled princes and nobles,

‘You, Agathal said Father Iroes, in asto-

_vishment. ¢ Why, it was but last week that you

were made our Lord’s by baptism !

¢ Even o, she replied, very modestly, and yet
very firmly. ¢But I bhave no fear. I trust in
no merit of my own, but only in the grace of
God ; and as you told me of the young shepherd
in old time, so Isay now, All this assembly shall
know that the Lord savetlr not by human
strength: for the battle is the Lord's, and Ho
will give them into our bands.

*You hear, Morindopo, said the good Fa-
ther; ¢ your challenge is accepted, And now I
claim a fair trial for our faith,

The Bonze scemed perplexed. “X do not
know,’ ho said, ¢ that a woman has any right to
como forward as your champion. It may be
that our books speak only of men.
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.defy you to prove it otherwise. It is true, and

-whom you all serve, Satan, slay her, if he can,

-multitude. ~ All through that day,—and a long
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‘It may not be so at all, returned the Fa-
ther, who was an excellent Japanese scholar.
*Your challonge, by the very words of your
books, s open to man, woman, or child, I

1 own it with all shame, that, partly no doubt
through my fault, the worshippers of the true
God have been content to .eave the honour of
this day with your wretched idol. But now—
all praise be to HimI—it is so no longer; and
I demnnd, according to your own lnw, free pas-
sage for this woman, who i3 minded to take
the risk upon herself.’ ,

Morindono might perliaps havo hesitated
longer, but there was a kind of suppressed mur-
mur in the crowd which showed himn that tho
Christian challenge cou!d not be suppressed,
and must not be trifled with. However he
tried one last appeal to the multitude.

¢ Are you content,’ he said, ‘men of Meaco,
that we should risk tho annihilation of all that
wo hold most dear, because one silly girl is
winded to provoke the indignation of our god ¥

‘It is not so,-interrupted Father Froes.
“You said yourself but now, that there was an
alterative.  Let him—or, rather let the pover |

beforo she can pass the valley. I defy your
god and your master, equally. ~And let all this
multitude be assured that the meanest and un-
worthiest Christian among us, and I myself may -
be he, has more than power to put to flight all--
tho host of evil spirits who are with you, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by virtue
of His Cross. Be of good -heer, Agatha’ be
continued (for the poor cb’ 1 was very pale, not
from fear but from exciter..nt), ‘and rest assured
that our Lord will, by your means, win Himself
great glory this day.

Morindono perceived from the increasing
murmur that ran througk the crowd, that it
would not be possible to avoid aceepting the
challenge. ¢ At all events;” said he, ¢ time shall
be given on both sides. An hour before sun-
set you shall make the attempt. But rememn-
ber, that as surely as we are here assembled this
day in the presence of our god, so surely if you
yourself do not fall a sacrifice to his indigna-
tion, you will bring about the end-of all things?
And he proceeded to dilate on this return to
chaos, hoping that. the lapse of some hours and
timo for thought might put a stop to 8 momen-
tary enthusinsm.  Nor had he chiosen that pre-
cise period without good reason. For as the
sun declined behind the monntains the jets of
firo assmined a moro formidable appearance; and
the gloominess gathering in over the sceno
might well be thought suflicient to strike terror
into & firmer heart than that of Agatha.

Proclamation was accordingly madoe; and
the news spread like wildfire through the vast

day ‘it scemed t6 tho spectators,—the sulject

was discussed in larger or smaller knots; the
usual games failed to excite their accustomed
interest, tho wonted coremnonies weut on as a
matter of form, and without spirit. The ap-
pointed time begau to draw pear. A genoral
move was made to every point which seemed
to command a better view of the descent from
the kuoll on which floated the atandard of tho
Green Dragon.

The sun wants an hour to his sctting. The
Bonze bas already ascended the pulpit. Tho
priuce has again taken his place under the royul
canopy. Father Froes has encouraged aud com-
forted to tho best of his ability, (and he was no
untried champion in this kind of warfare,) her
who had thus come forward as the champion of
the fuith, Thoe little band of Christians drew up
close to the knoll, some with looks of shame,
somne of terror, all with the deepest interest.

¢ Now, then, said Morindono,” seeing Agatha
unshaken, ‘now, then, foolhardy, miserable girl,
there is the path to your destruction. Now, then,
men of Japan, take your last look of hor who
thus goes deliberately to tempt the fury of our
god, and to prepare for herself a place compared
to which thoso fountaius of fire would be but
cooling streams. -

¢ Now, then, 2aid Father Froes, on the other
side, ¢ you aro called upon to do such honour to
our Lord as no Japaneso maiden has been ablo
to win for Him before. Go forth, my child,
with a good courage, and the God in whoso
bards is the strength of the hills be with you.’

She knelt for one moment before him, re-
ceived his blessing, and then with a roverence
after the Japaneso fashion, to tho prince, ad-
vanced to the edge of the crater. The crowd by
oue simnultancous movement prassec close to the
very verge. It was not so steep but that with
careful footing you might descend without using
your hands. No track was there to point out
the way to the adventurer; no foot of man had
ever trodden.that valley: and Agatha might
have thought, and perhaps did think, of that
saying of old, Yo have not passed this way
keretofore.

She came to the very edge, turned once
round and gave one hurried glance at the sea of
heads which circled in the declivity, and then
steadily and carcfully began to descend. Great
1ocks Iay here and there scattered about ou its
stecp sides; the vegotation was scant and thin,
and the voleanic fragments crunched and ground
benesth her feet. Among the crowd above, such
was the intensity of their suspense, yon might
havo heard a pin fall; and still she Cescended
lower and lower, and still every glance among
the multitude was fixed on her progress. Long
befors she bad finished the descent tho sun dip-
ped behind the western mountains. A purplo
gloominess settled in over thecrater; the wreaths
of smoke began to assume ared terriblo glow; it
needed 2 good sight now clearly io distinguish
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Agatha herselfy and so for the fisst time voices
Lo an to be heard, here and there, demanding
from those that Lad the guickest ¢yes how she
proceeded.

«Shu is all but at the bottom,—she is close to
the smoke,—she has passed it,—sho is in the
very centie of the crater,—she is beginning the
ascent.”  Such were some of the sentences that
passed here and there through the multitude.
Darkness gatbered in thicker and thicker, but
still, patiently and unweariedly, the crowd waited
for tlie event.  An hour passed,—an lLour and
a hall’ passed.  Judge how the spirits of dark-
ness must bave longed to burst their chains, and
to wreak their vengeance on bher who was thus
destroying their empire! ,

¢ I see her—] seo Lei,) shouted a man who
was standing near the prince’s canopy. ¢ Thero
sho 5 by yonder rock,—there, now just be-
tweon it and the withered tree)

Aud a few more moments sufficed fo bring
Agatha to the foot of the knoll,

It scemed for one instant as if amazement
had smallowed up every other emotion. But
when she appropched ¥ather Froes, and said,
‘I thank God, and T thank you too, my Fa-
ther? and whon the priest exclaimed, ¢Now,
men of Japam, who has proved Himself the
true God this day ? there burst from that. part
of the crowd a shout so loud, so long and so
wild, that you might hear it echoing from peak
to peak befors it was taken up by the more dis-
tant parts of the multitude, aud so_ran round
the arena of this strife between the true faith
and the worship of devils.

*'The Lord,’ said Father Frocs, turning to the
poople who stood by lim, ¢ the Lord hath sold
Sisera into the hand of a woman?’

[Zales Lllustrative of the Prayer-Book.

A Visit to the Tatacombs of Rome.
TuE catacombs are large subterranean passages
and rooms which exist beneath the city of
Rome: some suppose them to Le the quarries
whence stone v-as hewn for the buildings of the
Ancient City.

In these the euly Christiaus used to assom-
ble for Holy Wership, when the heathen Em-
perors persecuted all who bore the name of
Christ. They were nlso used in the early ages
of the Chuich for burial places; niches being
cut in the rock on each side to admit the bodies.

A recent travoller, a lady, thus describes a
visit to a catacomb which had been newly dis-
covered and oponed up, and from which, conse-
quently, a great portion of the bodies had not
vet been removed. Of course the interest at-
taching to these remains was far greater in such
a case as this; since one not ouly saw the place

where they had been laid, but in two instances,
at least, wo Jooked iuto tho freshly opened
tomb. '

Several times we saw the little phials which.
had been placed beside thein, still red with what
is supposed to bo tho blood of tho Shints of
God, shin in the cause of truth.

‘“In tho contre of a vineyard, some way beyond
the walls, we came to a low door with an inseription
on it, to the purport, that none were to enter with-
out the permission of those authorized to give it.
Each of us in succession received a long wax iapor,
the guide providing himself with several, and we
procceeded in sileuce along the narrow vanited pas-
sages. There was something awful in thus pene-
trating into the abodes of the dead. After a very
little advauce, we came to places where were the
bones and skulls of those who had been buried there
in timps when even the tomb, unless thus coucealed,
secured not the- senscless ¢lay from the bitter fury
of relentless persecutions. Sometimes there ave three
or four ticrs of shelves on either side, entir?; co-
vered with these mouldering remains.

“Y¥ho could stand in such a place and not feei
the very nothingness of earth and all its interests, its
pleasures, pomp, and splendour, compared with the
inkeritance purchased by Him, whose promises along
can take the sting from that king of terrors, whoso
worthless power was evidenced at every step ?

“The guide stopped before a.tomb; ‘and Dr.
Grant, calling us round him, pointed o"u.t, the sign of
a martyr's resting place,—one whose very name at
oncg carried the thoughts beyond the gloom and
darkuess of the grave, beyond even the fiery trial of
the last carthly sceng. A palm-Uranch was the
chosci eniblem ; and was it not expressive 2—was it
not ghat surviving friends might dry the tear which
dimmed the eye, and learn to look, in faith renewed
and strengthened, into that heaven above, whero
rest and trinmph is now their portion—io think of
them there, ‘clothed in the White robes which are
given them that are slain for the Word of God, and
for the testimony that they held,—with crowns of
gold upon their heads, and palms in their hands,
crying, ¢ Salvation to our God, who sitteth upox the
throue, and unto the Lamb for ever !

“ Dr. Grant directed thy guide to take from sevaeral
of these opeugd sepulchres of the marlyrs, a little
roughly formed lamp, which scems to have heen
placed beside eack tomb, probably by those fricnds
who may have lighted it when they visited' the spot
where those dear to themnm were laid,—~when they
came to the grave to weep there. Even this little
earthen vessel scemed to Speak of comfort, and to
remind one, awid the dark and gloomy réccsscs,_ that
where thie blessed spirits now are, they need no light,
neither tho sun, nor the moon, for the Lord God doth
give them light. .

¥#1t was touching to notice marks of affection
somctimes.fouud recorded.  How strange was it to
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read words traced, in all probability, eithor at the
time or very shortly afler St. Paul lived in Rome!
In many places crosses wero the only warks upon
.the tombs,—an emblem then, which it needed Chris-
tian courage and coustancy to own!”

And who shall say that it does not need like
courage, and like constancy, really to own the
Cross tiow §

Why should there be God-Fathers?

John.—I havo just come in, Philip to ask if
you will bo so good as to stand godfather to
our little one noxt Sunday; 1 seo the Prayer-
Book savs that we ought not. to put off’ having
our children christened longer than the first or
second Sumlny after their bxrth and ouwrs will
be a weck old to morrow.

Philip.—Why, John, to say the truth, I had
rather not. I used to be ready to stand god-
father to the child of any one who asked me,
becanse it was a neighbourly kind of thing to
do, but I never thonrrht much nbout it. Ilow-
ever, 1 was talking to a man the other day, who
set it before me quite in a now light; he =aid
there ought to be no such things as ﬂ'odfathers
and godmothers, and so I am mchued to tlmxk
now myself.

John—I am sorry to hear you talk in this
way, Philip, for it makes me afraid you have
been listening to some of theéso new- “fashioned
teachers who aro not satisfied with the good old

ways, with having the Bible, and the Pm) er-
Book 1o expliin 1t, but must be for making a
religion for themselves. 1t seems to mo that
the timo has come which S¢. Paul prophesied
of in his 20d Epistle to Timothy. Do you re-
member his words? “'The time will come when
tliey will' not endure sound doctrine; byt after
their own lust shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching cars; and they shall
turn away their ears from tho truth, and be
turned into fables” However, if you do not
like to stand for my child I will*try to get some
one else; but I would rather have liad 3 my own
brother.

Philip.—Oh! I have not made up my mind
about it, but it seemed to me that umro was a
good' deal in what this man said. I shall be
very glad if you can clear it up for me. First
of all, he found fault with there being godfathers
and «odmolhers at all, because he said no ono
could answer for another ierson.

John.—Sujiposing you happened to_be away
from liome, and some one were to come and
ofter you a good situation, provided you, or
sone one for you, would promisé that you should
do your best'to pleaso your emplm er; shoukl
you not think it unkind if néné of your rc..!uom
or neighbours would make the promise for you?

Phxhp —Of course I shoull.

Johu.—Well, the case of a child is something
like this. A poor little infant cannot speak for

‘ments.)

itself, any more than. you could if vou wero
away ﬁom home; and yet we kuow Trom our
Suvionr's own \\'m(ls that e laves to have little
children Lrought to 1lim.  But then it is not
ehough to have them baptized ; if they grow up
they mnst live fike Christians, or else Lho\ wil}
lose all the bewefit of their baptism.  And so it
seems very fit that they should make a promisa
that ‘hey will do so. “Yon sce Baptism is in
ong point of view a covenant or agreement be-
tween God and men, and therefore thers must
be two sides or parties in it: God, on His pait,
mercifully promises to give eternal life, and the
infant, by its sureties, promises to renounce
what God hates, to believe what God teaches,
and to do what God commands.

Philip.—Yes, but if I stand godfather to
your child, how can I tell that when he comes
to grow up, he will approve of having had the
~promisoe made for him,

John.—1It will be his own loss if be does not.
We must do all we can to teach him what n
blessing he will lose if he does not keep his pro-
mise: but if,.in <pilo of all we can do and say,
he still persists in going his own waks, (\\lm,h
God of His merey forbid,) his blood will be
upon his own head.

Philip.—But how can I say for the child, “I
will2”  If he iurns out ever so well, and liv s
eyer such a good life, still there will be many

3
times when he will break God's commandments. |-

John.—1 think you mistake the meaning of
the words “1 will.” To *will ™ to do any tlnn
means to wish heartily fo do it; sa that when
the cliild by your month says, «I mﬂ it is
the same as if Le said, *I wish with all my
heart to keep God's holy will and command-
We read thit St. Panl approved of
Christians © readiness to will”™ even when it
was doubtful whether there would Le a por-
formanca-suitable to it. .

Philip—Where do we read that?

John.—In the 2ud Epistle to the Corimlitans,
the 8th chapter.

Phihp.—Well, you have. made it clear so .dl‘,
but thero was -another thing this man said the
other day: he said, ¢ Sixo“ me any xlung about
godf.uheh and godmothcra in the Bible”

Jolm.—There are” many things which il
Christians, from the time of the . Apostles till
now, have nwrced to observe, of which there is
no direct meution in the Bible, There is no
passage of Holy Scripture which tells us to ob-
serve Sl'll(l.l} instead of Satarday, and yet you
would think itvery much like lcluuunrr to the
old Jewish law if s any one weie not to do so.
So you see it is not aliogether necossary that
every thing which Cluidtians do should e spo-
ken of in the Bible. I recoliet 1 was tal King
to our winister one duy about Keeping § Sainty
days, as iUis ardered we should in the Prayer-
Book, and he toid me that nealy two hundred
yours ago theie were sume dissenters who found

-
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fault with our Church on that very account, and
raidl that there was nothing written about Sxints’
days in the Bible, Aund the Bishops of the
Church at that time answered them something
like this: * That though Saints’ days might not

: bo nwmed in the Bible, Yot there was nothing

said against them; and that there wera many
things of the same kind which all Christians
were agreed in observing.  TFor, they said that
0 long us any thing was nof contrary to the
Holy Seriptares, aud helped to make people
better Christians, no one ought to olject to it.
You know our Saviour observed many things
that were not ordered in the Bible, such as the
feast of the dedication of the Temple, (St.John
. 22,) which was only instituted between one
hundied and two hundred yosrs before He was
born into this world.
Philp—1t may be so, but what has this to do
with godfathers and godinothers?
‘John—I was going to say the same might be
enid for them.  Although they may not Lo

spoken of 'by name ii the Bible, yet ydu ‘¢iniiot

say Lhat anything is snid against them; and we
know that thoe custor of having'them began
most likely in the time of the Apostles them-
selves, or at any rate very soon after their death,
when of course, Christians.were much wiser and
better than they have been since. Indeed we

have very nearly,’if not'quite, ‘as much authority

for them as we have for keepiugr Sunday instead
of Saturday as the Jows did.

Philip—Weil, 1 begin to think youare iuthe
right, and that it is well to have godfathers and
godmothers, if only for the sake of keeping to
the old rules of the Churcly; for I am not one
to be wishing to break through any laws, unless
I am persuaded they are quite wrong. Bat
what is the use of having more than ona? Why
cannot one answer as well as three?

John—If answering were all that they had
to do, one would be enough, but besides that,
they have to “sce tliiit this Hild bo thaght ™ its
duty, and take care* that it be virtuously brought

“up to lead a -godly and Christian life.”

Philip.—That 1s said at the end of the Bap-
tism service, isn’t it?

John.—Yes. Well you see of courseitis the
parents’ duty to do all thiss but if they should
die or neglect their-¢hild, then the podfathers

and goduiothers are bound to take ecare of ‘it.

And so every Christian child, instead of having
only two persons, “to see that it be virlucusly
brought up,” has 'five. It seems as if the
Church appoirited thit fhereshould beso many,
in the hope that at least one out of the five
would Le ablo andl willing to take & Cliristian
care of the httle one; and this I siippose’is one
reason why it is not thought well that ths
parents themselves should stand for their own
children.

Philip.—I have heard people say that no ong
could be so fit to be godfathers and godmothers

as the parents, but now I seo that it is very
wisely ordered they should not.

Johin.—Some persens have got a notion that
if they atand for a child, they will have to an-
swer for all its sins until it is confirmed; but
this is a very foolish mistake indeed. It seems
to me that nathing can be plainer than this,
that from the time wo first began to know right
from wrong, every one of us will have to answer
for his own sins. So long as godfathers and
godmotliers do all they can to keep the child
thoy have answered for fiom sin, there will by
nothing Inid to theiv charge.

Philip.—Well, John, I do not remember that
I had any ether objections to make; aud as you
bave eased my miud about al' these, I shall be
very willing to answer for your child. God
grant that L ay do my duty by him.

Bishop Potter on the American Bible Society.
We transfer the following article to our columns
from the ¢ Episcopal Recorder” The cditor says
of it:—* As springing from a source peculimly
authboritative, it is entitled to be reccived with
grave consideration, not only by our own com-
munion, but by the American Bible Society
itself, of which the writer has Leen heretofore
one of the most efficient supporters,” The au-
thior of it is the Bishop of Pennsylvania, one of
the Vice-Presidents of the Pennsylvania Bible
Society. We think his article will ‘causo soine
little alarm among the managers of the Ameri-
can Bible Society.

Anericay Bisre Sociery axp 115 New
Bisie.—~Tn its infancy there was nothing on
which this society more insisted, than that ™ jts
SOLE OBJECT was to promote a wider circulation
of the Holy Scnptures without note or com-
ment.” This isits own avowal; and, to the words
sole object, it gave all the prominence, by capi-
tals which is given above. 1t also pledged
itself at the outset that the “only topies in tifo
Enplish linguage to be circulited by ‘the So-
ciety, shall bo the version now (1516) in com-
mon use) Anxious to promcte the diffusion
of the Scriptures, and able, under snch 2 system,
to do it by fraternal co-nperation, Protestdnt
Chiristians united extensively for the purpose. -
Our own American Society has been the reci-
pient of immenso funds, and of these funds its
managers have doubtless intended to be fajthful
trustees. They have scattered the leaves of this
Tree of Life far and wide, and the spectacle of
Christian unity and conrcard which they have
presented has been moest grateful to catholic
hearts.

But in proportion as they are charged with
larger funds and a more extended influence, in
the same proportion it is important that they
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should maintain unimpaired the fundamental
principlo of their organization. In no other
way can they possibly retain confidence or be a
bond of union among those who, with.a coin-
mon allegiance to Chricb and Him crucified,
have egnscientious differences respecting the best
means“by which His faith. is to be extended
and upheld. In resgect to our English ver-
sion espéciallyy this i8 transeendently important.
There is nothing over which some errorists more
mourn' than “the uncommon beauty and mar-
vellows English of the Bible,"’ which make it
“ono of the greatest strongholds” of what they
term' “heresy “It lives” says an English
porvert, “in the car like music that can never
Lo forgotton, like tho sound of the church boll,
which the convert hardly knows how he can
forego. Its felicities secm to be almost things
rather than words, It is part of the national
mijudy and the anchor of national seriousness,
The méemory of the dead passes into it, the
potent traditions of childhood are stercotyped
in its verses.” Nations that possess such a
vorsion of the Scriptures have a bulwark of
blessings, both temporal and spiritual, which
thoy should guard most jealously. Against
such advantages of style and such all-power-
ful association, a fow mistranslations (most
of which are confessedly unimportant) and a
few questionable punctuations, are to bo reck-
oned as nothing. We are not of these who
would deprecate in advance, and denounce "alf
revision of the English Bible. Tho time may
come, when, without Jamage to its matehless
dignity and beauty, and to the venerable asso-
ciations that cluster around it, a fow amendments
may be made, by, the universal consent of those
who name the name of Christ, and on authority
which few would question. Till then, let text,
punctuation, capitals and headings stand as they
have stood for more than two hundred yeas;
and, wherover one speaking our tongue may go
over the globe, let him have tho cousoling assu-
rance that when he finds what is called King
James’ Bible, he finds onc and the same book.
If there is any body which should consider
its self specially pledged to this course, it is the
socioty that has received funds expressly in or-
der to circulate that one book,-and that, in donig
so, acts-as tho agent aml representative of Pro-
testants of every namo. To such a boaid belongs,
in no sense, the oflice of annotator or commen-
titor of the Scriptures, but simply that of df:
iributor ;- and, in respect to the English versioh,
distiibutor ouly of that which was in “ common
use ” in 1810. Errors of the press they may of
course correct, but only by some standard book;
and, of standards, where is there one Dbetter or
more authoritative than that of 1111% uni-
versally recognized: in England, and according
to which the Oxford and Cambridge presses
now print all their editions,. To go behind
such a standard, and to allow collators to choose

T

at random,—hero from oue odition, there from
ano}lner;——-nnd now and then to introduce that
which hiag never boex found “in any edition
hitherto" is simply to ¢harge them with the
aitthority of interpreters,:which no more belongs
to the American Bible Society than it does to
tlie American Philosophical Soeiety.

. Pnitie;

‘“How old art Thouy”

Count ribt the days that which have idly flown
The years that are vainly spent, !
Nar-speak of the hours thou must blush to own
When &lly #pirit stands before the Throne

o actourit for the talenits given.

But remembar the hours redeemed from sin,
The moments cmployed fur Heaven';
Oh few and evil thy days hare heen—
Thy life,a toilsoj}xc bat wortbless sceno,
= For a’voller purpose given,

"till the shade go Uack ox thy dial plate ?

Will thy sun stand still'od his way ?

Both basten on, and thy spirit's fute

Rests on the point of Life's litile date.
Then Jive wlhile *tis called To-day.

Life's Wagting: hours, like the Sybil's Dage,

As they lessen in value, rise;

Ol ropse thee and live! nor deem that man's agoe

Stands in the strength of his pilgrimnge, )
Bat in days that are truly wise.

R

¢ Hisitlloy.

BXTRACTS FROM WESLRY.

T had appointed to ‘picnch at seven in the
evening, at Bradford; but when I came, I found
Mr. Hart was to preach at six;'so I delayed till
the. Church ‘service was ended, that thera might
not appear {on my part at least) oven the sla.
dow of opposition between: us.

1761.—% Wo had a long stdbre’ from lience to
Swadale, where I found an eargest, loving, sim-
ple, people whorii I iikewise exhorted not to feave
the Cliureh, though they had not thebest of Mi-
nisters.” :

1763.—1I then related’ what T had donoe since
I came to Norwith' fiist;and what I would dJdo
for the time to come, particularly that I would
emane diately put a stop to preaching in the time
of ‘Church service.” Vol 111, p. 152,

1766.—T sce clearer and clearer none will
kegp to ud, unless they keep to the Chureh,
Wlioever separates from the Church separates
frotn the Methodists ”  Vol. II, p. 260.

1767.~1 rode to Yarmouth, and found the
Socicty, after the example of Mr. W——p, Ljad
entirely left the Church, I judged it needful
to-speal largely upon that head. They stood
reproved and resolved, one aud all, to go to it
again® Vol III, p. 272.

1768 —* I advise all, over whom I have any
influence, steadily to keep to the Chureh
Vol, 111, 337.

T
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‘sion wece consamed by this synod.

’mo.n.lu h

1770.—" \\ o h'ul a poor sarmon at ch\)t(*.!h
However, [ went agrain in the afterncon, luméﬁﬁ

bering the words of Mr. Phili ip ”cm) H If,t}!gi ;

bless G

preacher does not know his duty, 1
that I kuow miuc."

Puntamsm\ ;
The following extracts aro taken froms “ Blip

Puritan Commonwealth,” by the late Mr. 0&?
“vor, a Boston Lawyer, himaelf belenging tqq'l

family which occupies a -hslnwmsqu pl s\,e‘fl)
the whole history of Massachusetts, Tt wri}

‘work of very deep interest, and we hopg fo
‘quota mors largely fiom it at & future time,

Rapid spread of dangerous crrors amgy
Puiitans:

“In the Primitive Church, when faith was hh;ﬂ}:
and strony, Christianity sinunk fiom the ;nc~(~uceu“‘
A single hercsy, whenever it exuibitid
nsdt waa sutlicient to sammon from the ﬁ»m-.c,o\a
ners of Christeudom a cloud of withesses, w'hp,
mighty in truth, wonkl cast it forth as an undésn
thing ! Bp.mlll these zealous Puritans, hardly yab
weared from the mother that bore thun, and \\i((h
the experience of searcely “a lustre of years, sittiog

‘in jndgment on ‘(uhtv two blasphemoas, heretic )
and erroneons’ principles, which, under their-own -

system of culture, had sprang up on the virgin ol
of Massaclusetis! Three weeks of heated discii-
The angringd

of disputation was salieved only by the obscuritglss
expression.  The coutrov ersialists Tost the xn«chwf
the most clondy redons of abstruse theology, a\;ﬂ
dealt in terms as vague as they were incomp: clm:z
sible.”

The Cinueh of England:
#The Charch 6f England was no phantom, ¢ €
dweluap by the diseased imagination of a viefo

nans of the North Lad swept hike a tempest over: fqb
furtile p-avnu‘ ss of desererale Rome.  Tradith

{ auy private man's

reveting glimpses of trath thronah the rl.m\nc«s?zf' '

those early ages, still delights to recount how $He
great Tentmaker imseif carried the laws of (,hyté-
tiauity not oaly to the Romauns, but abso to the Saf-
thians, the Huus aud te Bntuus T.ozends are §gm
extant which relate how Biitish Kings, tiowgh V‘m-
bt to Rome, voluntarily submitted to a nohler 5{!,-.
vitude at the tant of the Cuistian Churel, Andi‘@c
veoerable Bede nartates with, pride the lmunph}-&f
the first British martyr, ere the light of ¢ lnmn.u'
hat dawnet npon the hearts of thie Pagan )lgdSlf 3
of the world.”

Svenrsmimox.—They that sre against sn}\)‘(’%k
stition eftentinies 1un into the wrongs side,
T will wear all eolours but black, t!:cn aitd
saperstitions innot wearing black, 3

They pretend not to abide the Cioss Decatds
i saperetitious: ©Hr my pary, T owill boligke
them when 1 sce them throw their money O’ﬁ:t
of thelr l)t‘c]\ct“. and pot uil then,

Trapimion.-—Sav what you will against Lrgx—
dition, we know the signitication of words ﬁv
nothing: but tradition.  You will say, the § bcrxii-

Wie was written by the Holy Npiig, but do you
S
%

s : ?’33

,uf .
7

\mder\mnu \\-h«L language "twas written in? No,
Then for example, tuke these words [ fn prin-
cipio eral }’c'rllmn). How do you know tliese
words signifv % the beginning was the Word)
but by tradition, because sowrebody has tohd
you 801

Parnrrr—This is the jugeling trick 8 the
parity; they wounld have obody above them,
but they do not tell youthey would have no-
body under them,

Litexer.—Therg 33 no Chureh withont
Liturgy, nor indeed can there be conveniontly,
as there i3 no school without a grammar.  OQue
scholar may be taught ctherwise upon the stock
of his acumen, but not a whole school, One
or two that we piously disposed, may sorve
themselves their own way, but hudly a whole
nation.

To know what was generally believed in all
ages, the way is to counsult the Liturgies, not
writings,  As; af you would
know liow the Church of England serves God,
go to the Common Prayer Book, consnlt Hot
this nor that miwn.—Selden’s Table Talk.

If you forget God when you are young, God
may forget vou when you are old.

As it sometimas rains when the sun shines,
so there may be joy in a snint's heart when
there are tears in his eyes.

IxpLeexcr—The truest way to aid the causo
of religion is—to be 7'(*1[{/1‘uuc.

We

would respectfully but earnesdy reiaind

{8 these subscribers, who have not yet paid for the
Its chits were supg betste the bavky | y

present volume, that our terms are so low that
we cannot affurd to give credit, or to pay an
agent for collecting subseriptions.  With a large
subseription-list, we are seriously embarrassed by
‘the want of funds for camrving on the publica-
tion. The amount to each subsciiber is but
small, but when seven or eight handred are in
arvear, the consequences to us are most serious.
Wo bex therefore that a!l those who have not
yet paid, will remit their subseriptions by mail,
addressed ¢ Bditor of
Windsor, . W,

pestage stamps, if nore convenient.

Pavment ean be made in

One copy, per annam, iall a Dolfar.

Fight eapics, Three Dollars,

Fifteen copies, Five Dollar.
ALWAYS IN ADVANCE.

Churchman’s  Friend,"
*



