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REV. W. CYPRIAN PINKHAM,
CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF PROTESTANT SCHOOLS, MANITOBA.

The schools of Manitoba are in a condition of surprising ex. !.
lenco, considoring the very short time that has elapsed since the
province was opened up for settlement by the Dominion Govern-
ment. So far o8 & Public Schoo: education is concerned, the
residants of Manitoba cau obtain in tho towns and villages, and in
mony of the rural distriets, quite as good advantages for {heir
children as in any of the older provinces, At first thought, this
seems to be almost impossible. One is disposed to ask, how can
it be, that with so many difficulties in the way the young province

taught in the Putlic School in Brookfield, and was highly com.
mended by the Rev. Moses Harvey, at that timo Secrotary of the
Protestant Board of Eduoatior for St. John's. Ho afterwards
proceeded to St. Augustine’s College, Canterbury ; and having
taken the usual course, received his diplomn in 1868, During the
summoeor vacation of 1807 he noted as private tutor to two souns of
Sir Frederick Fowkes.

He loft England for the Red River settlement in 1868, almost
immediately after receiving his diploma. He was appointed 2
member of the Protestant Board of Education in Manitoba, in
1871, after the presage of the new School Act. His colleagues
were, the Bishop of Rupert’s Land, Rev. John Black, Rev. George

has in ten years reached a state of advancement wiiich was only | Young, C. J. Bird, M.D., Mr. John Norquay, and Mr. St. John,

roached in the other provinces '
aftor a struggle of half a cen-
tury? Howdid the system of
freo Public Schools fight and
win 60 great a battle in soshort
a time? The answor is simple.
The battlehad been fought and
won in the sister provinces.
The settlers in Manitoba came
mainly fror these provinces,
and they carried with them
the deop love for the Pablic
Schools which they had form-
ed in early days. There were
none of the projudices and
sntagonisms which had to be
removed in Ontario and the
parts of the Dominion where
the free Public School was in-
troduced asa “newidea.” Yet
there were difficulties in the
way of the esteblishment of
an educational system on a
proper basis. Chief am(ng
these was the fact that the
regidents of the province were
pearly equally divided in Luth
religicn and language. These
difficulties have been over-
come. Two Boards of Edu-
cation, the Protestant and the
Roman Catholic, have becn
formed. The boards work separatoly as regards thoir own
schools, and jointly in the management of the school matters of
the province as & whole. This united action is continued through
the higher departments of education. Universily consolidation is
in Manitoba an established fact.

Each of the Boards of Education has a Chief Superintendent.
The Superintendent of tho Protestant schools is the gentleman
whose career forms the subject of the present sketch.

C e

the first Superintendent. Dur-
ing the absenco of Mr. St.
John from the Province, Mr.
Pinkham performed the duties
of Chief Superintendent, and
in September, 1871, ho was
regularly appointed to the
position by Lieutenant Gover-
no:r Archibald. Since that
time ho has continued to per-
form the arduous duties of
his office in a manner that
has given muoch satisfaction.
He took a very active interest
in drafting the Amended
Scluul Acts of 1878 and 1876.
He is & membex of the Coun-
cil of St. John's College, and
of the Theological Facnlty for
the degrees of B.D. and D.D.,
beivg exeminer in Ecclesias-
tical History and Liturgiolugy.
During the present year he
was unenimously chosen by
the Protestant sectivn of the
Brard of Education to repre-
sent that body on tle Senate
of the University of Manitoba.

Mr. Pinkbam hss peculiar
oualifications for the position
he so ablyfills. Itisnosmall
matler to adapt o system of

education to the tastes and requirements of a people of such a
varied character as the people of Manitoba at present. English-
men, Irishmen, Scofchmen, Germans, Mennonites, Icelanders,
and “ Half-breeds” form thy population. Each race bas some
peculiar views which must ba respected. How great san amount
of wisdom was necessary to prepare and administer a School Law
in such ciroumstances! The present Chief Superintendent was
just the man for the situation. Young, vigorous, considerate for
others, possissed of rare tact and judgment, ho is specially adapted
to the work he has had to perform. It must not be snpposed that

Rev. Mr. Pinkham was born at St. John's, Newfoundiand, in | he Las formed o heterogeneous system consisting of the pecaliar

1844. He received o good part of his early education at the
Church of “ingland Academy thers, and was a pupil teacher in
that institutson for two “years, under the direction of the Rev. G.
P. Harris, s distinguished groduste of Cambridge. He next

views of the different races of the province. The system is based
on the fandamental principles of sound education, as wrought ont
in all enlightened countries; and in the standard required for
teachers, and in other important features, it is deserving of high
commendation, .
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Gleanings,

“WHERE DOES THE DAY BEGIN!"”

* Where does the day begin 7" is a question which has attracted
a good deal of attention from the readers of this jonurnal, and its
hscussion, together with that of the uam or Insa of o day 1 going
round tho world, lias vccupied a conmderable space in its columns.
Nevertheless it has accurred to me, that the story of how we, who
wore passengers on the Puacific Mail Steamskip ¢¢ City of Tokio ™"
during her elevonth vovage across the Pacific Ocean, hud Thursday,
the 12th of Soptember, 1878, dropped ont of our hves, nught not
be devoid of interest.

The omission of the day, although generally a topic of conversa-
tion among thuse on board of a vessel crossing tho Pacific—often
creating a ripple of thought of guite an unusual character among
many travellers—is accompanied by no demonstration which would
of itself attract attention, and nught take place entirely without
the knowledge of the passenger, who would only discover that he
was one day behind thme upon arrivisg at the Asiatic port.

The way in which we learned of the loss may be briefly stated.

We left San Francisco--latitude 37® 48’ N., longitnde 122° 21/
W., at 12 M. on Saturday, August 31, 1878. The routo selected
hy Commodore Maury, who was in coninand, was the longest of
the three upon wiich the vessels helonging to this company sml—
heing almost parallel to the equator, the latitude of Yokohama
being between Jo° N, and 36° N, Each dav at woon the position
of the ship was determined and the record posted as a bulletin m
the amakmg rooms.  The ship's clocks were also corrected accord-
g to the distance passed over during the previous 24 hours.

At noon on Wednesday, the 11th day of September, we found
ourselves in lonaitude 173% 14°W,; so that with favorable weather
we hoped to pass the 180th meridian a little before noon the next
day. The rule which our commander followed was that if this
line be passed between midnight and noon of any day that day
should be dropped ; if between noon and midnight the succeeding
day should suffer the consequences. This made it upcertain whether
we should lose Thursday or Friday, as the time of passage of the
meridian must be very nearlv noon. 1In fact, bad weather having
beon in our way during the mght, we did nnt expect on Thursdav
morning that we should be able to make the passage befoure noon,
and had resigned vurselves to the quiet enjoyment of Thursday,
content that Friday, which was an unlucky day at hest, should be
taken from our supply of days for that week. But we were
doomed tu be tossed from one day into another i the twinkling
of an eye.

Our last bulletin had read :

Wednesday, September 11, Latitude 34° 40’ N., Longitude
175° 14! W. and upon hunting up our new one we found it as
follows :

. Fxl';day, September 13, Latitude 34° 33' N., Longitude 179°
9‘ W'

Thus, although techmeally Thursday had been dropped—practi-
cally we had made two bites of the cherry, calling one half
Thursday and the other Friday. Just before this change our time
was about six and one-half hours sluower than ¢ Columbus time"
zflt home, It suddenly becomes about seventeen and one-half hours

agter.

During the morning I had been musing over what was taking
place at home. Itrwas the day for the opening of the Collegiate
year at the State University, and 1 had been picturing to myseif
the gathering of professurs and students—armed with renewed
health and vigor for the * Fall campaign,” and thinking—I will
confess it—with a tinge of sadness of my own work there; of the
implements of warfare no longer my own Now my roverie is
disturbed by the thought that all this took place yesterday instead
of to-day ; or why may I not console myself with the refiec-
tion that it never took place at all I—for Thursday, September 12,
is a day which has no recognized existence.

Many things of curious interest occur to which vhe passengers
enll attention.

Several persons discover that they have slept on deck from
Thursday morning until Friday afternoon. It was discovered
about 1 P.AL. on Friday that we had been served with nothing to
cat since Thursday morning, and immediately everybody wes furi-
ously hungry.

A poor fellow making the trip previous to this one suffered the
loss of his birthday. By going back the same way, however, he
msay be able to have & pair of them,

It is generally so managed that Sunday is neither dropped
nor doubled, Of one commander it is said that he doubles Sun-
day whenever it is possible, and has sorvice in the cabin on both
days.

())m' commodore—who nover told a lie—says that he twice passed
the meridian at 12 ML precisely, 8o that it was one day at one ond
of the boat aud another at the other end. The ¢ City of Tokio "
is 424 feet long, and therefore able to reach into two days. Our
commodore—whase voracity has never been questioned—goes on
to say that in this way 1t has occurred that there was card play-
ing m the smoking room—which is forbidden on Sunday—and
divine services in the SocialbHall—which are not held the rest of
the weeh—at one and the same time, tho first being * fore ' and
the vther *“aft.” —OQhio Educational Monthly.

HISTORY IN OUR COMIION SCHOOLS.

BY J. M. GREGORY, LL.D , ILLINOIS,

It is told of Beecher that he once gave this recipe for making
goud coffee @ “ Find out how they makeit at the restaurant, and
dun’t do st that way.” So perhaps one may give the rule for teach-
ing history by saying, “ Find cut how they teach it in the common
schools, and do not teach it that way.” 'There are, doubtless,
restaurants which make good coffee, and common schools which
teach history efliciently ; but the rule, it is to be feared, is poor
coftee and bad teaching.

The importance of the study of history is admitted. It has the
two characteristics of a useful study: 1t affords good mental exer-
cise, and it gives ugeful knowledge. Properly taunght, it brings into
play not onlythe memory, but also the judgment of the connection
of ovents; the causes of human successes and failures, and the
moral qualities of the actions of men and of nations. The know-
ledye it gives vividly impressed, is thought-inspiring, and useful in
our daily estimates of mon and events. In the hands of a skilful
teacher, few studies can be made so useful or interesting ; but, as
commonly pursued, none are so tiresome or useless, 1In place of
the vivid picture of great peoplesand great men, struggling, suffer-
ing and triumphing by turns ; building cities, settling states, form-
ing governments, conqueoring enemies, developing industries, ox-
tending commerce, and growmg great or sinking into weakness
through the presence or lack of heroism, wisdom and justice, there
is too often the dull memorizing, or attewmpts to memorize, some
poor, dry abridgment—a meaningless and lifeless string of dates
and events half told.

First Mistake.~The firs8 mistako made by most teachers in
teaching history, comes from not discriminating the differences be-
tween history and the othor common studies, such as arthmetic
and grammar.  In these latter branches, the facts and principles
to be studied lio in the text buoks themselves. The rezl numbers
and operations are in the arithmetic which the pupil holds in his
hand ; the real words and sentences to be analyzed are in his gram-
mar. The problems to be thought out, ihe demands upon the
judgment and the reasoning faculty, are there in the book, and can
not be evaded. The exercise of the memory cannot be substituted
for that of the judgment. Thought is imperative. But history is
the description of scenes and events not present, and which demand
at the outset an exercise of the imagination to bring them before
the mind. They involve relations of time and place which can anly
be learned by a careful study of their chronology and geography.
They require often an explanation of old customs and usages, and
a study of contemporary events and people. To be valuable,history
must be vivid. The reador or student maust, as much-asg, possible,
livo over the events, and be, as it werse, an eye-witness of the scones.
Especially must he comprehend the motives and feelings of the real
actors, and make his own judgment of their wisdom and justice.
Nothing of all this is accomplished, or even attempted, by the
ordinary text-books of teachers. A lesson of so many pages, in
some mere ‘‘outline” as it is called, is assigned the class, and
nothing is domanded except the rehearsal of the lesson—often only
selected parts of it, giving some leading events and dates—a sort of
abridgmont of an abridgment. Thejpupil is invited, if not com-
pelled, to substitute anact of memory for an exerciso of thought
and reason. No problem demands solution. No thinking is re-
quired beyond the simple understanding of’the words. Occasional
questions are perhaps asked on the geography and chronology in-



volved, contined usually to the query, ‘‘where, or when, did this
evont occur!”  Can oue wonder that history thus taught is ons of
tho idlest and most fruitless studies in onr common schools ¢

Second Mistahe. —Tho second, and perhaps the fundamental
orror of thy common-school teacher of lustory, is the lack of the
needful preparation. Misled, it may be, by the fact that one wuw
has mastered o given toxt-book in grammar vr arithmetic, can give
lessons n it, the teacher concludes that o knowledge of the toxt-
book used for the history-lusson is all that 13 needed to give the
proper instruction. But this is asaf one were to attempt to give
lessons from a work on grammar, having only thy table of contents
before hum. Our httle school lustories are scarcely more thana
tablo uf contents of history propor. It scews palpable that a
teachor of history must know history. He must know, with some
propor fullness, the ovents which the text-books mention in brief.
He must be able to restore, with its proper details, color and cir-
cumstances, the picture of which the text-book gives the most
mengre outiine. Ho must supply, or show the pupil how to supply,
tho geographical aud chronological environment of the historic fact
siated, and must thus call into exerciso the critical historical judg-
ment in determining both the truth of events. and their real charac-
ter and significance.

The possession of this full knowledge tn:plies much reading and
study, more, porhaps, than most of our common-school teachers
can be expected to have done. But the nccessity remains the
same—no knowledge, no good teaching. Let the teacher feol this,
and he will perhaps command the time to master the history of our
own country. Let him, at least, do this, or cease tv pretend to
teach history.—Nat. Jour. of Ed.

SHALL WE HAVE MANUAL INSTRUCIION IN OUR
PUBLIC SCHOOLS?

There has beon of late years » growing disposition to eriticise vur
public schcols on the ground that they attempt tov much, and
offer a covrse of instruction out of all proportivn to the practical
uso of tho graduate ; that knowledge and not training is made the
end sought, and that i the desire to secure a high organization,
individusl puwersand tastes are disregarded. Certainly the machin-
ery of our public schools has grown more complex and costly, and
it is to be feared that the children who leave them are confused
oftuntimes with knowledge rather than athleticizod by training in
elements of mental power. To a too intelle~tual training certain
offsets have gradually been introduced. The introduction of draw-
ing as a regulur part of education has been a marked advance in
the right direction, although the best methods of teaching it are
atill under discussion. ‘Tho introduction of music in more systom-
atic form came earlier, and was a very important sign of education.
al progress. Latterly sewing has Leen introduced with marked
results for good, and the chief regret of its friends has been that
there was not soma universal implement like the needle in the use
of which boys might be trained.

Now, in sewing, a twofold advautage is sccured. The training
of the hand and the oye follows, much as it does in drawing. Of
the great number of boys and girls who leave our schools with a
fair use of the pencil, how few ever add to their livelihood by
drawing, yet the capacity to draw has been sumething more to
them than the acquisition of & new power; it has buen a training
of the eyeand the hand. Then the child who passes 1n our public
schools through all the stages from threading a ucedle to cutting
out & dress is supplied with an economy of power far more useful,
in the lower senss, than the art of drawing 1s to her.

1t is thiz twofold advantage which would be secured by boys
could the sewing which their sisters are taughtin the public schools
be represented in their case by the mero complex instruction in the
use of tools. There ia no simple tool for them like the needle—
the jack-knife hardly answers—and therefore the problem is a move
difficult one ; but the principle is the some, and the practical solu-
tion of the problem is to be found in the direction of the experi-
ment which I have described in this paper. The School of
Mechanical Arts at the Institute of Technology is now supplementary
to public-school instruction; the School of Carpentry carried on by
the Industrial School Association is au evening school, to which

ublic-school boys may go. It may he that the experiment must
¢ continued by volunteer associations—the Massachusetts Chari-
table Mechanics’ Association might well undertake the charge—but
it is very likely that the claims of the achool shops will he urged
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one of these days upon the attention of the public to a constituent
place iu the public-school systom, It is noticeable, by the way,
how clearly 1t already fits into the dopartment of drawing. Child.
ren resorting to the Whittling School, who had been trained in
industrial drawitig tn the grammar schools, were quite competent
towmuke theirown patterns.  As an illustration, one of the teachers
.smdlthnt he tuok some patterns from the drawing-book of his own
child.

Whenever this question urises for flual answer, it will be found
closely connected on either side with two questious which people
are beginning to ask Manual instruction as an clement in com.
mon-school education finds a singular allinnce with the Kindergar-
ten method, which is also passing through its oxperimental phase,
and demanding recognition_jn the pubhe schools.  On the othor
haud, it 13 claimed that the®t2te should not be burdened with the
task of giving high-school educationto the seloct fow who ean avail
themselves of it. By a fiction we speak of vur system of public
schouls ascending from the primary to the high -chool, and crowned
by the college aud university ; we aro misled ¢ y this specious grade
intu assuming that the instruction in the prim uy schoolsshould be
made preparatory to that in the grammar school, and that in che
grammar school to the instruction in the high school. But in point
of fact, while with few exceptions children in the primary schools
do pass into the grammar schools, the grammar schools represent
tho end of educa.ivn to the great majority of those attending them,
and should bo treated as finishing, not as preparatory, schools.
When it is claimed, therefore, that children should have the rudi-
ments of technical knowledge given themn in school shops at the ex-
pense of the State, there will be many ready to ask, On what ground
shonld the mechanic be given a training for his trade which will
exclude the professional student from claiming a like privilego for
hunself? These questions will come together, and the best practi-
cal result will be in a public-school system so adjusted that the
common school, including the primary, should stand as the meet-
ing ground of all alike, and the high school on oneside, the school
of mechauic arts on the other, should be open to the diverging
streawmn of hife, whether wholly, partially, or not at all at the charge
of the State, city, or towi, is a question in which both may stand
or fall tugether ; but the maiu question will bo in the adjusiment
of the commen scliool course to the two special courses, the one
looking to higher education, the other to artizanship.—H. E. S8oup-
DER, it Harper's Magazine for February.

RELIGION IN THE ScHouLS.~—The truth is, that the public school,’
supported by taxation, without veferonce to the religion of the tax-
payer, sitaply for State purposes, canaut be made the medium of
religious prepagandism of any kind, without offenice and injustice
to somebody. The wiser and the better way is not to inake the
attempt, anad thus leave religion to depend on the voluntary offer-
ings of tho pevple. This is m accordance with the American prin-
ciple, and there i3 no good reasen why the principle should not be
applied to the public school.—Independent (N. Y.)

—>Mr. Homer B. Sprague, writing concerning written examina-
tions and the evil of cramming in preparing for them, says :—*‘ Lt
the class never know when the oxamination is to be held; let the
intervals hatwean the cxauifuualions vary—sometimes two weeks,
sometimes three, five, seven. Where recitations in any branch of
study occur daily, there should, perhaps, be from five to ten writ-
ten examinations in a year. The utter uncertainty as to the time
of examination, its liability to occur any day, holds the student
farthfuily to his work ; for he must be in constant readiness to give
an account of his stewardship. The heat which burns up his body
and brain when concentrated into a few days or hours is a gentle
and healthful warmth if diffused evenly through soveral weeks. In
his lessons he learns to slight nothing, omit nothing, be ignorant
of nothing, leave nothing to chanca.”

—When Oliver Cromwell was Lord Protector of Eugland he had
a cap of Liberty made as a stamp for all Government paper. After
his death. aud when the Stuarts had returned, it happened one
day that King Charles the Second wanted to write a letter. They
brought him some of the Cromwellian paper. He noticed the
stamp, and said, * What is that in the corner!” When ke was told
he flew into a passion, and said,  Tske it away, None of your
foolecap forme ! This is said to have originated the term * fools-
cap paper.”
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IMPORTANCE OF THE PRIMARY TEACHER'S
WORK.

——

While it is generally admitted that the higher classes in our
public schools ought to be entrusted only to well-educated and
experienced teachers, the impression seems to prevail that the
primary classes may be safely placed in the hands of the veriest
tyros in both knowledge and experience. ¢ Good teachers for
the higher grades, but mere apprentices for the lower grades,”
—this is the policy which is not unfrequently maintained in
theory, and, unfortunately for the interests of education, too
often reduced to practice. It is perfectly absurd, say some
from whow better things might have been expected, to exact a
knowledge of literature, history, music, drawing, &c., from
those who are to teach junior grades, and whose highest work
will therefore be to it.part a knowledge of the bare rudiments
of the ¢ three R’s.” When men who are popularly credited
with holding enlightened views of the nature and aim of edu-
cation take such ground as this, we cannot wonder that school
trustees, too often governed by u spirit of false economy, show
a constant preference for the chemp teacher, and practically
illustrate their abiding conviction that * anything will do for
primary classes.” If any one thinks we are stating the case
too strongly, let him compare the salaries of teachers in the
lower grades of our schools with those of teachers in the higher
grades, and granting that the “labourer is worthy of his hire,”
and that the “hire” is a measure of the labourer’s worth, he
will be forced to the conclusion that the great work of primary
education is at present largely in the hands of comparatively
illiterate and inexperienced teachers.

Now, this utterly inadequate view of the nature and results
of primary education—this wretched theory that the posses-
sion of the mere rudiments of learning qualifies a man as an
Epucator— has operated, and is still operating, adversely to the
highest interests of national education. The country domands,
and wisely, from teachers in our higher forms, considerable
education and culture—a measure of enthusiasm in their work,
some insight into human nature, and a knowledge of the laws
of mental development, But we maintain that, in the entire
field of educational effort, the work of the primary teacher is
second to uone; we may go further and declare that it is above

and beyond all others in importence —demanding a not less
cultivated intellect, a moro loving and patient aeart, a sublimor
solf-devotion, and a clearer insight into human nature, and
espeeinlly child nature  Undor the primary teacher the child
makes n beginning which will tell with good or evil influenco on
all his after life.  Shall a love of learning or a distaste for all
study be engendered 3 Shal] rational methods of instruction
prevail, and thus secure a wise cconomy of time and the happy
results of carnest and well-directed effort ¥ Shall proper
habits be formed, and, by a wise discipline of intellect and
moral nature, the foundalion of a noble character be laid ?
The answer to these and kindred questions, with all that they
involve, depends on the character of the work dono in the
primary school-room.

Taking even the lowest view of education, it is an error to
infer that because only the eloments of learning ave to be
taught, the illiterate teacher is quite competent for the task.
1t is not true, for example, that ‘ anybody ” can teach the
multiplication table, or give the child its first idea of numbers.
The mere empiric may indeed attempt to teach this source of
juvenile ‘‘ vexation.” But how does he proceed, and with
what result ?  He “grinds” in a vain repetition of (to the
child) unmeaning words ;_he makes no appeal to the intelli-
gence ; he is a mere ingtrument for mechanical cramming ; and
bis efforts are attended with the usual result of inciting dis-
gust in the minds of the poor unfortunates who are compelled
to submit to the unnatural operation. However clementary
the subjects of instruction may be, they are infinitely better
taught by him whose thorough education enables him to fully
comprehend their relation to the knowledge of which they
form tne groundwork, and places at his command a wealth of
illustration far beyond the power of him whose attainments
consist of an imperfect knowledge of even the elements he
undertakes to teach. But it is not true that the highest work
of the primary teacher is to impart an elementary knowledge
of the “three R's;” the highest aim of the primary
teacher, and of all teachers, is the education of the child—the
harmonious development of its nature. And in every stage of
his educational ccurse, the mode of instruction is of higher
importance than the subjects taught. We say in every stage
this is true, but it is pre-eminently true in connection with the
primary stage. The amount of information, the facts and
principles to be communicated are comparatively few, and
therefore the methods of education should be as nearly perfect
as they can be made by culture, training, and experience.
Only in the hands of the educated teacher can these elements
have any educative value. In the hands of the illiterate, the
teaching may become, and tco often does become, positively
injurious. It degenerates into the impartation of barren facts
and principles lifelessly communicated to an unawakened mind.
There is placed in the teacher's charge a mind to be educated,
and he is supposed to be possessed of the means by which thig
can be accomplished. But is it possible for him to discharge
the responsibility unless he knows something of the nature of
the being over whom he acts, and the effects on that nature of
the various means through whicl: he acts ¥ How is it possible

! for any but injurious results to Jollow from the erude experi-
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monts of him who is densely igrorant of the plainest laws of
mind 7 In a word, how snall the teachor truly educate unless
ho knows tho laws that govern the child’s mental and moral
activities, and how can he know these unless he brings to their
investigation the high intolligence of a woll-disciplined mind ?

In what we have said we would not be understood as making
an attack on our primary teachers. Wo know from personal
oxperience that many of them are well educated, and possessed
of qualifications as teachers which make them unsurpassed.
But there are many others who are by no mcans qualified for
the great work i which they aro engaged. These, perbaps,
cannot be blamed for undertaking duties for the discharge o
which they have not the requisite qualifications.  But school
authorities cannot entirely escape censure. For if they placed
a true estimmate on the value of the primary teacher’s work —
recognizing that qualifications of the highest order ave essential
—they would offer salariescommensurate with the importancé of
the work to be done, and thus teachers would be induced to
qualify themselves more thoroughly for the faithful discharge
of the most arduons and the most responsible duties connected
with the teaching profession.

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS.

In this country industrial schools are regarded as places of
confinement for juvenile offenders, or neglected children whose
education is undertaken by the State, where, in addition to
the ordinary school branches, instruction of a practical charac-
ter is given in some industrial calling. Industrial schools in
their fullest meaning are schools devoted exclusively to the
culture of young'men and women in some departments of
manufacturing skill or industrial art. It will, no doubt, be in-
teresting to many teachers to know what is being done in
Europe in relation to industrial schools of the latter class.
When such care is taken by the governments through their de-
partments of Public Instruction to train the young men and
women in the principles of art and design, and to develop
manual skill and Jdexterity, we need no longer wonder that
European countries should lead the world in manufacturing
articles of beauty and utility.

The Hon. B. G. Northrup, State Superiutendent of Public
Instruction, Connecticut, gives the following account of the
Industrial Schools of Europe :—

“ No feature of the educational systems of Germany, Swit-
zerland, A ustrie, Belgium, France and other European countries,
is more striking to an American observer than the large num-
ber of industrial schools specially designed to train apprentices
and mako skilled workmen and competent foremen. These
schools are very numerous, aad as various as the kinds of
industry pursued in each country or province. There has been
the greatest progress in manufactures in those countries where
these schools have been maintained longest and most liberally.
Geneva has for many years maintained an horological school,
and the Swiss watches have long been celebrated throughout
the world, TLast suromer I visited the new Horological Insti-

tute thon building at Geneva—a magnificent edifico to cost
over $200,000, and also witnessed the work of the old schocl
then in its old quarters. The course of study and practice
covers three years. There woere seven instructors, who are
experts, both in theory and practice. No one can graduate
till he has proved his skill again and again, by making an
entire watch of standard excellence.

“ The same attention to miaute dotails is seen in th» indus-
trin] schools at Lyons, France, to which the pre-eminence of
that city in the manufacvure of silk is largoly due. It has
twelve professors, and the course of study occupies three years.
Here. as in all industrial schools, & prominent study is drawing
drawing ornaments, tinted drawings, and sketohing plans of
machines from memory. Thorough instruction is given in
every detail relating to the munufacture of textile fabrics, espe-
cially of silks ; the natuval history of silk ; treatment of the
silk worm and cocoon ; spinning, throwing, weaving and test-
ing of silks; sorting and cleaning; winding, warping and
beaming ; changing of looms for weaving different styles; de-
fects in operations and their remedies ; decomposition of tissues;
chemistry, especially as applied to dyeing and printing ; physics,
with its applications to beating steam boilers, to drying and
ventilation ; mechanics, embracing prime motors, materials,
aud construction ; hygiene, including physiology, noxious and
useful animals, dangerous and unhealthy occupations; conta-
gious diseases aud how to avoid taking them; rural ecrnomy
and ¢ industrial plants.” Manual exercises are conducted in
the workshops in making, mending and putting up and ship-
ping looms, in turning, filing, forging, fitting, in the various fac-
tories in Lyons, under the lead of an instructor, where every
part and process is fully explained. The students afterwards
draw from memory plans of patterns and of machines.

¢ About one hundred pupils, on an averags, aro in attend-
ance. The regular charge for tuition, use of laboratories and
work-shops, is $140 o year. Indigent students are aided by
the Chamber of Commerce and Municipal Council of Lyons, so
that a portion only pay the full tuition. That this school, con-
ducted without aid from the government of France, should be
so liberally supported by the citizens of Lyons, and continue
to flourish for so long a period, is awmple evidence of its great
usefulness in the opinion of most competent judges,

« More chan sixty years ago France started special schools
in the arts of designing, engraving and dyeing; in silk and
ribbon-weaving, and lace making ; in carving, stone cutting,
and dismond-cutting (hence the diamond cutting for the world
is still carried on mainly in Paris); in porcelain and various
ceramic productions—and the pre-eminence thus gained is still
retained. The artistic manufactures of France command the
markets of the world, The industrisl schools more recently
organized in Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, Austria, Italy
and England, which in the aggregate are numbered by thou-
sands, make these nations formidablo competitors in artistic
work.

“ When invited by the Minister of Public Instruction of
France to visit the National Porcelain Factory at Sevres, I
expressed to him surprise that such an establishment should
coms under the supervision of the Educational Department, to



80

which he replied : ¢ It is because it is the duty of this Depart-
ment to supervise and control the preparatory school for Sevres,
which you shall first visit.” On inspecting this school of deo-
sign in Paris, I found in the lower roomns the methods and
work of a first-class drawing-school. But in the upper rooms
the classes were pninting on excellent goblets, cups, plates,
vases, and other choicer wares, just broaght from Stvres, and
to return thoere for baking. After witnessing this truly artistic
work, I no longer wondered that in the Sevres factory itself
the artisan had indeed become an artist, and that only men of
princely wealth could procure the products of this "nrivalled
establishment.

“ In Belgium the girls have shared the advantages of indus-
trial schools as well as the boys. The schools for training in
lace-making and embroidering in Brussels have long been cele-
brated, and kindred schools have more recently been opened in
Rowles, Ghent, Ash, Deerlyk, and in many other pleces in this
little kingdom. To those familiar with this fuct, it is no sur-
prise that the Belgium lace shown at the Philadelphia Exposi-
tion was unrivalled. Some industrinl schools are maintained
wholly by the central government ; others partially ; and still
others are supported by endowments, and many are private
institutes, dependent mostly on tuition for support. A large
number, called the Apprentice Schools, are maintained by bene-
volent associations, These are designed o train boys and girls
both in skilful manipulation m various trades, and in tho
practical studies and theories most helpful in such pursuits.

“ Belgium with about fifty industrial schools, and fiftcen
thousand apprentices graduated from them; Germany with
over fifty-two thousand apj rentices in fourteen hundred and
fifty industrial schools ; and France with twelve thousand in-
dustrial scholars, show the practical appreciation cf these insti-
tutions in those countries which distanced the competition of
surrounding nations in the great markets of the world. Steam
and telegraph are bringing all nations into such near neighbor-
hood, that industrial ascendancy will belong to that country
that provides the best industrial education.”

—We are in receipt of a communication from & High School
Master complaining that the Education Department limits
the number of examination papers for the Intermediate to the
exact numoer of the candidates wiio ore to write in each High
School. The action of the Department is no doubt prompted
by motives of economy. These examinations cost the country
2 large sum, and where any considerable saving can b3 offected
it is the duty of the departmental officers to see that it is 1nade.
We fully agree with our correspondent, however, in his :tate-
ment that the presiding examiner and the head master st ould
each be furnished with a copy of the papers. The expense for
the whole province would be less than fifty cents for each sub-
Jject.

@ontributions and Correspondence.

RELATION OF TEACHER TO TRUSTEES. II.

BY DE. EODGINS, DEPUTY MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
The relation of s teacher to his trustees, although not 1m some
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respeots so tangible, is much more complex and delioate than that
of the relation of teacher to tencher. Tho former is chiefly ** logal ™
or * ofticinl ™' in its character, while the latter is largely social and
fraternal. In Europoan couutries, ohiefly on * the continent.”
tha relation of the teaoker to the parish, or looal community, has
tor generations been clearly defined, and his offioial status has been
tacitly recognized. But in Canada, and notably in Oatario, the
rolations of teacher and trusiees are, I regret, in rural sections, as
yot somewhat antagonistic. This feeling was evidenced yoars
ago, when an effort was made to apply the ‘“ Master and Servants'
Aot ™ to tho relation of teacher and trustees, but the Superior
Courts wisely decided that it did not apply.

In cities and large towns this feeling of want of harmony does
not exiat, as thoro the identity of the individual teacher is loat in
that of numbers. Thus in Toronto there are about 140 teachers,
but only 18 trustees. Except, therefors, as chairman of a
special committee, tho trustees aud teachers of a oity rarely come
into contact. In the rural sections the numerical relations ave
reversed, and, as o geneoral rule, there are three trustoes to one
teacher. These gentlemen, anxiously alive to the effects of the
maximum and minimum of salary on the pockets of their consti-
tuents, are often disposed, even against their better judgment, to
“ drive a hard bargain ”* with the teacher. Another element fre-
quently obtrudes here which intensifies rather than moderates this
foeling. Teachers outbid each other. The old County Board cer-
tificated teacher (although diminishing year by year) is the chief
rival of the younger tercher with more modera ideas and higher
qualifications. Then, again, the third-class teacher cutbids the
second-class, and thé second outbids the first-class, while the female
teachers of the like grades outbid, or, as I should say with more
deference, are *‘ available ” at & lower rate of salary ! 1 their
male rivals of like qualification. All this tends to renderthe
relation of teacher and trustoes less harmonious and agreeable than
it wouud otherwise be, if trustees would more generously discrimi-
nate in the matter of salary between the grades of certificate and
the really superior qualifications of the better trained teacher.

The school legislation of 1871 and subsequent regulations have
largely curtailed a growing evil connected with the employment
of teachers. Trustees, or trustoes’ aeighbors, having relatives
desirous of being employed as teachers in their neighborhood, used
to bring an unusaal degr~e of pressure ou the late township super-
intendonts, and latterly on the County Inspector, but with much
less effect, if any, on the latter, 80 as to get these relatives passed
through the ordeal of examination with the application of the least
possible test as to their qualification. The evil, though local, was
nevertheless somewhat widespread, and in some localities prevented
for a time the employment of duly qualified teachers. The evil
still exists in a modifiad form; but under our prusent system it
has been almost reduced to a minimum.

One or two other disturbing elements in the relation of trustees
and teachers still exist, and which, without penal or special legis-
lation (which is always to be deprecated* it has been found very
difficult to remove. The first is vne to whioh public attention has
of late been frequently called. Itis & breach of faith on the part
of teachers to keep their engagements with trustees. This breach
takes place at one of two periods of the agreement, and involves
trustees in serious embarrassment. The ono generally occurs just
at the opening of the school, when the teacher is firat engaged.
The offer of the trustees is accepted, but in many carse evidently
with the nuental reservation that if a better one can e secured
from some other school corporation before the school opens, the
first engagement shall not be considered as binding. The other
takes place subsequently, sither when the place becomes distasteful
to the teacher, or a better situation is offered. In either case the
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breach of agreemont is highly reprehonsible, and is prima facic an
evidencoe that tho toachor concerned is not the person who should
bo entrusted with the training and instruction of childrea.

This view has been pressed upon the Departmont, and the plea
urged for ponal legislation in tho matter is, that if in matters of
business like this teachers are dishonorable, if not unprinoipled,
they should be ipso facto declared disqualified from holding the
office of teachor in a publio school.

On the other hand, trusteos sometimes do the same thing, loav-
ing the teachier without redress; and they sometimes, also, in other
ways provoke sharp praotice ou the part of teachers, Thus in
gome cases they 3sok to secure an agreemont with a teacher which
will terminate at the end of the half yesr (80th June), or just before
the commencement of the saumme: holidays. This is done with
the double object of saving six weeke’ salary and of preventing the
teacher from olaiming payment for tho holidays to which he is
legitimately entitled after his six months’ arduous labours, and
which the School Aot expressly reserves to him at the end of the
term.

Thus a feeling of latent antagonism is developed on both sides,
owing to the fact that the rights of trustees on the one hand, and
the just claims of the teacher on the other, have not been fully and
frapkly admitted by the opposite party. The Department has sought
to interpose by frienliv counsel and advice, where its offices have
been sought with that view. It has also sanctioned s form of
agreement, of general application, which gua: ds both interests, and
yet secures the rights of both. In regard to the vexed question of
right to the holidays, after willing or unwilling breach of agreement
on the part of the teacher, it has laid down the following prineiples,
which are designed to apply to such oases:—If the period for
which the teacher is engaged be completed at “the expiration of
the School Term,” be is justly entitled to payment for the helidays
or vacation immediately following that term. If, howev~r. the
agreement has still a further time to run, and was broken by ...
teacher withdrawing from the school before the time mentioned in
that agreement, or failing to get a certificato renewed (which has
expired before the end of thas term), it would be optional with
the trustees to allow for the holidays or vacation.

It must, however, be borne in mind that this view applies only
to cases where, by the non-compliance of the teacher to continue
his professional dutier during the term of his agreement, the inter-
ests of the school have been injuriously affectad. In all other
caces the teacher would be extitled to be gaid for the holidays or
vacetions; and a liberal and equitable interpretation should be
given to the law and the sgresment on both sides.
For instance, where the trustees consent to the retirement
of the teacher, by accepting his resignation, they become parties
to the dissolution of the agresment, and thus give him n legal and
equitable right to be paid for the holidays and vacations, should
any ocour at the close of the term specified in the letter of resigna-
tion which had been accepted.

Thus much in regard to the relation of teacher to trustee logaliy
and financially. But there are other and more important ones, to
which I shall briefiy refer. To the trustee is sommitted the merely
business (or as I may more properly torm it, the purely secular)
part of providing the local machinery for carrying on the great
work of education. But to the teanher is entrusted in reality the
momentous work of gradually moilding character. He has also
largely the power of fixing or nndermining principles, of developing
or dwarfing intellect, of stimulatiug or discouraging industry, and
of aiding tne youthfnl and unskilled architect of life's superstruc.
ture—here and hereafler—to build that superstructure and his
hopes of heaven “on the rock” or *in the sand.”

I know that this aspect of the question of the relation of teacher
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and trusteo is rarely thought of, much less roalized, in the prosaio
act of omploying & teachor. But the reality of the truth itself, and
the inoident of the toacher’s por-r andinfluence over pupils, aris-
ing out of the relation of trusteoss und teacher, aro no less momen-
tous facts in the case. Dr. Arnold, who must be regarded as the
‘ groa . model ” in our days of a ** great teacher,” was, under Gud,
no less largely the mouldor and fashioner of the character of
his boya ‘han is the humblest teachor in the backwoods (in a greater
or less degree) that of the boys and girls who come daily to him for
instruction, counsel and discipline,

The work of the teachor aund tho success of the sohool would be
greatly promoted if trustees would personally enter more heartily
into the arducus labors of the teachoer. They could do so by visit-
ing him now and then in the school, by encouraging him in his
work, and thus strengthen his hands. They could also see that he
is supplied with the nucessary material and appliances for the effi.
cient discharge of his duties. The routine and drudgery of aschool
room yeur after yoar are very woaring, and tell on the mental and
physical resources of the teacher, and especially on those of a
young teacher acoustomed to an active life and abundance of out-
door exeroise. A little consideration and sympathy would hghten
this labor and cheer the heart of the laborer in his efforts to aid
the youth of the neighborbood in their efforts to reach a higher
plane of intellentual life, light and knowledge.

Toronto, January, 1879.

EINDERGARTEN DRAWING.

BY MISS ADA MAREAN, TORONTO.

I

The * Froebel School” of Kindergarten drawing consists of a
simple but interesting sories of combinations of the simplest ele-
ments of inventive and industrial drawing. It sets aside all
attempts at merely mechanical copying as worthless. It furnishes
material and opens the way immediately for the exercise and cul-
tivation of the inventive powers.

This, however, simple as it is, cannot be introduced into the
Kindergarten with the very little children just stepping from the
threshold of babyhood. One lifetime was too short in which to
complete the great work Froebel began, and it remained for those
of his followars who were thoroughly imbued with his spirit to
carry out his plans in many minor details. ‘Che want here indi-
cated, as well as many others, has been supplied most successfully
by Mrs. Kraus-Boelte, of New York city. She was for several
years associated with Medame Froebel, and has by long experi-
ence, careful loving study, and great natural abilities, gained a
wonderful insight into the needs and working of the minds of
thoese little buds of humanity.

Her system of
¢ BABY DRAWING,"

arranged in strict accordance with the principles of the advanced
“ Froebal School,” is marvellous in simplicily and beauty, and
cannot fail $o delight the hearts and mect the full approbation of
all earnsst primary teachers. It leads the little one, by natural
and easy steps, from it~ own first independent expression of o
desire to represent the material objects with which it is familiar,
up to an intelligent understanding of the first principles of the
invontive and industrial drawing of the schools.

No doubt, at firat, a little child’s pleasure in the possession of a
slate and pencil is partly due to the fact that a noise results from
Lis action in bringing the two in conteot. He soon discovers how
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other results follow his action, and his imagination disrcovers
etriking resemblances between his random serawls and familiar
objeots around him. Without diseouraging theso efforts as worth-
less, or in any way lessening the child'’s pleasure in his own work,
tho mother (for this work should begin in the nureery) or kinder.
gartner, by skilful use of her superior knowledge, can turn all this
sotivity to profit, and make it a means of mental improvement.
She has but to supply proper material, and lead the way by careful
and pot too frequent suggestions. Tho child’s play is net inter-
rupted, but continued with inereased pleasure and growing inte-
rest, in proportion to the degree of inte. st nwakened.

If a littlo child should bo directed to make & row of straight
lines of the satne length across his slate, it would be not only an
uninteresting task, but an impossibility for the clumsy little fin.
gers without some guide. To meot this last difficulty, the slates
and drawing books used aro lightly ruled in squares of one-cighth
of an inch in size, furnishing & guide for both perpendicular and
horizontal lines of a given length. But how shall this work be
made interesting? Thero is no meaning to the child in these
straight lines, and if it is ineisted that this work must be done,
the activity becomes toil, and the slate and pencil are no longer
friends. But let the kindergartner indicate the work to be done,
and speak of these lines as soldiers marching up the street, in
rogular order, or school children wmarching at the tap of the bell,
and the child’s imagination is all alive in & moment. He will even
imitate the drum or sing the song the children are siuging in their
march. The borizontal lines are soldiers asleep or childron in
bed, etc., otc. The unsteady lines will be disorderly soldiers or
children, and an effort will be made to havo as few as possible.

The same is repeated with a promise of something aew to be
brought out by a little further effort. When finished, the lines are
joined two and two by a horizontal line drawn at the top, and im-
mediately all are in the dining room of s hotel, with its long rows
of tables, or in the show-room of tho cabunet-maker. A little
conversation may follow as to the contents and use of these tables,
and also the varions materials used in their coustruction. An
exercise in countirg can be introduced here naturally. The neces-
sity for leaving svery alternate space between the tables vacant
requires thought, and in a simple way the rmnd 18 at work with
pleasure and profit. Another row of soldiers, joined at the lower
side of the square, furnishes the gardener with flower-pots.
Another row, joined at both top and bottom, contain, if you can
beliove the assertions of the workmen, unhmited treasares.

Lines two squares in length are next in order, and the child
draws eech line while counting one, two, pausing an instant at
the end of the first length to insure the attention necessary for
making the lines of equal length. These lines are treated in a
manner similar to those of the first length, only care shvuld be
taken that the work bas enough originality to avoid monotony.
Lines of the second length are drawn two or three squares vpart,
and a borizontal line drawn from the middle of one to the middie
of the other, and a row of beds is complete. A short slanting
line drawn from the head indicates the pillow, ete. The first and
second lengths are then combined. Tbe child draws a row of men
and boys; & tall one, then a short one, etc. A borizontal line
drawn from the top of the short one to themiddle of the taller one,
forms a chair. A similar combination with the lines even at the
top and cloged above and below forms a flag, which may be still
further finished by drawing the diagonals of the square inclosed.

The next step requires more thought and a little practical know-
ledge of numbers. }he perpendicular lines are to be made at a
distance of {wo squares apart. These joined at the top form long
tables, joined at the bottom window gardens, joined at top and
bottom they form msrma’s work box. A line drawn parsllel with
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the top a little above the middle indicates the line where the cover
closes over the box, a little dot below marks the keyhole. Al
these little details help to keep up the interest in tho work. A
description of tho contents, if given by the ohildren, exercises the
memory in recalling the various sewing implements found in
mamma's work-box. The oblong is repeated nnd the diagonals
drawn, and an envelope is ready for the postman, and loving mes-
snges and bits of news for papa are inolosed ; then a dot placed in
the corner indicates the seal?

Ry this time the little people will bave faith enough to believe
that the kindergartner can and will ruake play out of everything,
and they stand ready for any undertaking, sure that pleasure will
come out of whatever sho plans for them.

Wit the little ones the work may be continued in this way for
a long time, the work alroady doseribed being only the intro-
duction to this part of the system. Children who show any indiea-
tion of weariness, becaure of the extremo simplicity of the wark,
should not be held to work which has become merely mechnnical.

There is 8 love of symmotry natural {o every mind, in some
more active than in others, but enough in every one to make the
cultivation of that taste profitable and desirable. All the occupa-
tions of the Kiadergarten are arranged according to the *‘law of
opposites,” which lies at the foundation of all aymametrical forms;
and are designed espeoially to cultivate the mind in that important
direction. The children delight in working out what are known in
the Kindergarten as *“ Forms of Beauty.” The simplest of theso
forms begins with o perpendicular line of the first length as a cen-
tre. Other lines of the same kind are drawn above, below, at the
right and left, at equal distances from the first; or, the lines may
be drawn at the upper right and lower left sides, and at the upper
left and lower right. These forms are exceedingly pretty, and
admit of a variety of arrangement in carrying out. Careless
children need close watching, that the sides be kept evenly bal-
anced ; but no line should be drawn at one point at any time, and
the lines should be always at direct opposites. Pretty borders of
various kinds are made by repeating the centre of one of these
forms at even distances. The same plan is carried out in the hori.
zontal lines. The horizontal and perpondicular lines are then
combined, forming right angles in four different positions. When
the angle is at the upper side of the square, it represents a person
making a profound bow, either to the right or to the left. When
the angle is at the lower side, the person has fallen on the ice, or
it may be a boot, ete.

The four angles, touching one square on tbe outside, form a
centre for a symmetrical form. The same angles reversed and
inclosing vine squares form another centre. The square is next
in order, and can be treated in three ways. Oune square is used
as & centre, aud others joined to it in the corners, ete; a like
csatre has the surremiding squares joined to it in the sides; and
thirdly, the squares are entirely separate and may be arranged
around a ocuire of ome os {our as desirable. All this work is
repeated in lines of the second and third leogth.

From the various combinations of the perpendicular and hori-
zontal Jines given, we proceed to the combinations of the direct
slanting line. This, with the half slanting and curved lines, will
be treated in another article.

FAULT FINDING.

BY HENBY BEERS, MODEL SCHOOL MASTER, PERTH.
Teachers should avoid the habit some have of continual fault
finding. If there were any excuse for doing that which is wrong,
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then, perhaps, this fault might be oxoused, for T believe it arises
chiefly from two oauses,—either tho teacher is uot in good health,
or he is over-anxious for tho advancoment of his pupils. Of course,
if the teacher is bilions, he cannot help being peevish or | dissatis-
fied with overything around bim. When tbis is the case, I would
recommend the fault-finder to lay aside his books for a few oven-
ings and spend the time in walking, or football, or boating; J can
assure him that this will bring bim back to a pleasant state of
mind. The other causo I mentioned for this bad habit of fault.
finding is an over-anxious desire for the advancement of his pupils.
This fault is only a virtuo carried to excoss, and here, as in the
other caso, if faults were at all excusable, this one would be; but
they aro in no case excusable, for in all cnses they work evil;
therefore, if faults are pointed out to us, or if we discover them in
ourselves, we must toks instant means to cure them. But some
will say, What would you bhave me do then; am I to let my chil-
dren do as they please in order to avoid this habit of fuult-finding?
Bear in mind, please, that it is against the habit of continupl
fault-finding that I am now spenking. I am aware that there
will be only too much occasion for scolding, and it is to guard
against oarrying the thing to excess that I wish to warn you. In
the execution of your duties in the school it will bo well not to ke
extreme, at all times, to mark what is amiss. You will frequently,
if you are judicious, find occasion not to see many littlo mischiev-
ous tricks of the children, Remember that though you have told
them that thess things are wrong, yet they are but children, and
are brimful of life and onergy, which must find a vent. If you can
make them uso this superfluous energy in improving themselves
your success will be so much the greater; but if you fail, do not
1ot it make you too prone to find fault.

I do not wish you to think from what I have said above that
you need not be too watehful of what gooes on in school ; on the con-
trary, I would recommend the utmost vigilance. I have heard
some persons say that when thoy were at school, they fancied the
teacher must have eyes in the back of his head, for he was sure to
cuteh them in their mischief. Now, if you can get your pupils to
imagine this of you, it will help you greatly to keep order. To eat
fruit, or read a story book, or whittle a desk, right under & teacher’s
eyes, is something worth doing in the estimation of many boys, and
there are teachers who do not detect these things. It should be
your nim to imprees the pupils with the belief that from the time
of coming into school, until leaving the same, they can do nothing
without being detected ; they will then be very careful to do that
whicl is proper, and will not form those bad habits too frequently
found in school. Besides making them believe that you see all
that is going on, you must impress them with the feeling that you
will be ;irm and consistent in reproving them for their misdeeds.
To overlook at one time what you will punish at another is to offer
a temptation to the child to commit the fault; for, as every soldier
going to war knows that many will not return, yot feels sure he
himself will be safe, so the pupil thinks that others may be caught
but he will escape.

To the Editor of the Canada School Journal.

Sir,—1In a late number of your journal 1 noticed a paragraph in
which were given a few amuzing specimens of the answers of youth-
ful candidates at examinations. I happen to have a great deal to
do with examinations here, and it may perhaps amuse some of
your readers if I quote a few of the answers that have recently
come under my notica.

In answer to questious on
following replies :—

“ 4 Verb is Transitive when the subject passes to the object.”

‘¢ An intransitive verb shows that the subject does nothing.”

Grammar and Parsingi have had the

“An’ Adverb is a word which modifies most other pacts of
speech.”

* An Advorb is a word used instead of a Verb,”

¢ Adjectives are words used with nouns to denote some quality
orattribute about whioh the Noun stands for, and clearly shows
whethoer we wish to denote its superiority or 1steriorate it abore or
below the standard of which we ave speaking about.”

‘t Superlative degres is the highest an adjective can go.”

¢ The comparative degree is that which gives a more decisive
appoarance to the word thaun the positive degres,”

‘ Comparative degree is when the adjective ic more so, and
superlative most.”

“ Gonder 1s the infliction of a noun as regards things ; sex is the
infliction of a noun as regards living beings.”

‘* There aro three degrees by which we can class tho whole human
fanily : masculine, fominine, and neuteor.”

Examples of Gender: ** Masculine hill, fominine valley ;" *‘ mas-
c;l\linei ;’nnbrella, feminine parasol;” ‘‘masculine church, fominine
chapel.

*“’The voico of o verb shows whethetr you do the deed yourself,
or employ some one else.”

*“ A Conjunction is a word which joins a santeuce. There are
two kinds, coplative and junctive.”

¢ 1t has been pruved that there is only one relatice pronoun,
L that is we.”

“ Pull—part indicative of the verh to fill.”

¢ Bring——past tense brung, past participle brung.”

‘“ By the suffis is meant that the person or thing spoken of pos-
sesses the qualities of the prefix.”

¢ In this list (of verbs) lay is the cnly transitive verb, because
you can lay an egg.”

“ The Noun tears is only used iu the plural, because v o don’t
cry out of one eye without letting tears out of both.”

! In answer to questions on English Litera‘ure I have had e fol.
owing :—

‘¢ Shakspeare was born at Stratford-on-Avon. He was well up
in his history, as may be seen by what he knew of the beings who
lived before his day.”

 Shakspeare was born at the town of Mertoun, and as ho grew
up he took a fancy to writing plays and cther things ; forinstance,
he made up the game of chess.”

In Geography I have been told :

“ The waves in the ocean are caused by the rvotation of the
earth.”

*‘The position of the sun is the cause of the length of day and
night in the difforent seasons. It is also duo to the attraction of
the sun and moon.”

s 'I‘h’e Rhone rises in the Bay of Biscay aud flows through Ger-
many.”

** The Nile starts in Egypt, lows down throagh Nubia and the
great Sahara and Abyssinia and down towards Natal, where it
empties itself into the Gulf of Zanzibar,”

“The Nile is one of the oldest rivers on record.”

As quotations from the Sermon on the Blount I have seen :

¢ Blessed are they that laugh now, for they shall weeg."

‘¢ Blessed are they that weep now, for they shall laugh,”

¢ Blessed ave the poor, for they shall bo rich.”

¢¢ Blessed ave they that are persecuted for coveteousneds’ sake.”

The following was a short essay on Self- .ontrol :—

¢ Solf-controlh—He who can master the - ran master the world,
But alas! thou hast fled from me to-day, or I might hivé done
what I haveleft undone. I shall go back from whence Icame, and
try and find thee, that when I re-appear in this place I may be a
lion, as I am as yet but a lamb.”

I remain, yours faithfully,
C. P. Masox.

Puthemutical Deyartment.

vommunioations intended for this part of the JourNaL should be on separ-
ate sheets, written on only ono side, and pmgg{ll:ay ImBged ta prevent mistakes.
AL D BAKER, M.A., EpIToB.

HOW TO DRAW A STRAIGHT LINE.

‘We usually tell our pupils at the commencement of their geor--
etrical studies that Euclid supposes placed at onr disposal two in-
struments, the compass and ruler, to enable us to deseribe a circle,
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and to draw o straight line. The practical utility of the science
will evidently, in a measure, depend on the mechanieal accuracy
with whiclt these twu cunstructions catt bo effected.  Tho degree o
precision to which we may attain in the description of circlos is
unlimited ; we require two muvable puints having the distance be-
tween them maintained invanable, and these powmts having any
degree of fineness may readily be obtained, snd wood or moetal to
which to secure them may nlways be found sufliciently ngid to
keep the distance between them unchaunged. Bat what certan
practical method have we of drawing a straight hine ?  Euclid has
tried to tell us what a straight line is, but even if s definition
gave us information, which it does not, we desire something more
than knowle’ge of what straight lines are,—we wish to use them.
It will now be sugaested that we employ the ruler. But what
shall we do if the ruler be not struight? True, we have certain
intallible methods of testing whether the ruler possess the desired
property or not; yet if these tests sumply reveal the iraperfection
of our instrument without helping us to remedy it, we are as far
from our object as ever. It will be scen at once that there isa
great difference between the methods of deseribing a circle and of
drawing a straight line. Were we to apply the ruler method to
circles, we would require a cirele to desenibe & errele,—would re-
quire a circuiar lumina, and wonld make the figure by ranning
our pencil round tho edge.

We propose in the present article to show how a straight line
may be draiwn without a straight raler, but by a combination of
circular motions. That such an enquiry muy be of importance in
mechinuivs, will uppear witen we consider that Watt’s Parallel
Motion is an unsuccessful attempt to develop rectilinear from cir-
cular motion. Whatt's enntrivance, in its simplest form, consists of
two equal bars 4B, CD, with their extremities B, C connected by
a third. Let 4B, CD be placed parallel to one auother, BC at
right angles to both of them, and 4, D on opposite sides of BC.
In this position let the extremities 4 and D be pivoted to the table,
and it will be found that the middie point of BC describes not a
straight line, but an eclongated figure 8. What Watt's discovery
failed to effect is attained by the invention of Peaucellier, an officer
of Engineers in the French army. The contrivance of Peaucellier
will be readily understood from the accompaning figure.

BD, DC, CP, PB are four equal links with pivots at B, D, C, P.
AB, AC are cqual links pivoted to the table or drawing board at

BP2 = Pnd 4. Bn%;
therefore 4 B2 — BP% — 4n3% - Pn? = (An4-Pn) (An— Pn).
= AP. 4D.

Hence AP, ADis constunt, and being ouco equal to 4E, AM,
must always be 50, and the point P cannot leave the straight line
PM. Forifit did, let 4D cut this line in P'. Then by (1), 4D.
AP'isequal to AE. AM. But AD. AP is always equal to AE.
AM. Therefore AD. 4P’ isequalto AD. 4P, which is impossible.
The locus of P must, ther, b3 the straight line PM.

The links may be made of pasteboard : we have fonud the best
for the purpose to be the stiff kind used by bookbinders, at whose
establishments it may be out into strips of suitable width,~—no in-
considerable labor with an ordinary knife. The pivots are easily
made of pieces of catgut, the heads of the pivots being formed by
pressing the face of a bot chisel on the ends of the gut.

Another interesting property of the above iustrument is that
with a slight modification it enables us to describe a portion of a
circle of any given radius, however great.

For suppose A0 unequal to OD,—less suppose (Fig. 2). 4,0,D
and P are the same as in + v 1. Make the angle APF equal to
4D0. Draw DG parallel to 2. Let DA meet the circls aghin
in H, and join FH, HO, OP. We shall show that PF and F4 are
constant, z.c., that P moves on the circumference of & circle of
which F 13 the centre, und FP the radius.

FP _GD. 46D _ 04,

P4~ D4’ DO~ 40’

. FP _ G4 DO _ F4 DO,

" P4 DA4A0 4P 40’

FP_ DO, _ F4 _ P4,
- FA= 10 orFP-DOE_DOm, Bue. VI. 15, the

triangles FAH, PAO being equal in area.
Again, AP.AD = AB? - BP3, Fig. 1.
Also, AH.AD = 0D2- AQ2;
. AP _ AB2-BP:
" AH T 0D2-40%
P4
But FP = Do’—dH )
sB3 - BP2
<. FP = DO obs—ao0e (-
Hence KP is constant; and since we have shown that F4 =

4. DO is » seventh link pivoted to the table at 0, AObeing equal 40

to OD. The links move freely about the pivots ; 4 and O are the
ouly fixed points in the figure. When the link-work is in motion,
AB, AC turning about 4, and OD about 1, 2 pencil at P will trace
a straight line.

Draw PM, Bn perpendicular to 40, AP respectively. Deseribe
the semicircle ADE with centre 0. Join DE.
From the symmetry of the fizure A, D, P are in the same
straight line. Also from similar triangles ADE, AMP
AD. AP = AE. AM. (1)
Again AB? = An? 4+ Bu3,

Do FP, it follows that FA is constant also, i.¢., the locus of P is

a cincle whose radius is FP. From (1) it appears that, by dimin-
ishing the differcnce between OD and 04, we may make the radiu
FP as great as wo please, aad also that we may canse it {0 have
anyassigned value, 40 being then .etermined from the equation (1).
We have thus a contrivance for describing a cirele of radius ten
miles, if need be.

It will be observed that in Peancellier’s apparatus seven links are
employed. Rectilinear motion may be obtained with five links, as
may be seen from figure 8. Here EGe=FH, EF = GH,end 4, D,



THE CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

85

P, B divide the links in the same proportion. At E, F, &, H are
PIvots. It may be shown that AD. AP is constant. If then a
fifth link DO be introduced, and 4 and O be pivoted to the table,
80 that 40 = OD, as before, P will describe a straight line. In
this cage it may be shown that BD. BP, AD. DB, and AP. PBare
all constant, so.that the fixed points may be made to occupy & va-
Tiety of positions with respect to the link-work.

Since 1874, « Linkages ” has been a matter of considerable
enquiry in England, the practical patt of the subject relating chiefly
to straight line motion. We may mention that by link-work a
metl.lod has been devised for trisecting any angle, a problem im.
Possible by ordinary geometrical processes.

SOLUTIONS OF PROBLEMS.

We give the following solutions of problems which appeared in
the December number of the JOURNAL. Already the receipt of
some solutions of these problems was acknowledged, which solu-
tions, unfortunately, were crowded out of the January number.

Prob. 1, December, by Mr. 8. B. Parsons, of Montreal. Letthe
angles of incidence be a,, a;, a;. Then 2a, + 2a; + 2&; = 180°,
-* tan 2a, 4 tan 2a; + tan 20, = tan 2a, tan 2a, tan 2a,. Also,
from the law of reflection of elastic bodies, tan a; = e tan a; = e?

2 tan a, 2e tan a,
1—tan%a,; ' e?—tan?a,

tan a3, .. tan 2a,+tan 2a;+tan 2a, =

+ 2e? tan a,
‘¢ —tanZq,” Whence by adding and multiplying we have, after

e+ 2% 4 4¢° + 2¢* 4 ¢°

14e+e?
; and tan q, E e i
s andtana, = (/e ¢? J ¢3 oOF \/_IT_T, Also, since
ete
tan @, was a factor,

dividing by tan a,, tanta, —

ttm’a‘ +

et =0

another and evident value of a, is 0.
I Problem 2, December, by Mr. J. K. McGillivray, of Ridgetown.
t:ee“h case draw a diagram of the dial, denoting the positions of
= sedcond, hour .and minute hands, when at half-past four by §,
and M respectively ; and let s, b and m respectively denote their
fﬁ:l::;::s Wflg;n tl.ley fulfil the requirements of the problem. For
any two & treY't ) let.the namber of minute divisions between
0 ey ]enerpou:' 8 in the c‘lrcumference of the dial be represented by
hands ars & tflese points. Sinco the ratios of the rates ot the
Aece e as 1:12:790, ... Mm = 19 x Hh and S = 720 X Hh.
ggm' ms=2 X hm =2 X Mm 42 x hM; also, SH=8 X HM
an BB X AM; . 8= g x hM 440 X Hb; .. 20 X
=6 XAM + 40 X Hh; .- hM = } of (680 X Hh)=118} X

Hh; . HM = (118} + 1) x Hh = 114} x Hh; .. 74 minute
divisions = 114} x Hh; ... Hh = (—_11'.{1&) minute divisions; ...

720 x Hh— T30 x L5 x xdy — 474& minute divisions; .. 4778

8econds after half-past four is the required time.

" Proceeding similarly with second part of the question he obtains
© correot result 26 8%, seconds after half-past four.

Prob. 8, Dec., by Mr. McGillivray, of Ridgetown :

1 ox, in 1 day, eats t7iyy of grass in field at first + o of
what grows in 1 day ; also, | ox in day eats yzLuy of grass in field
at first 4 + of what grows in 1 day; .. (¢r—4%) of what grows
in 1 day = (+4; — 1},) of grass on field at first; ... what grows in
1 day == }¥ of grass on field at first: .>. whole amount of grass to
be eaten in 25y, days = (257, X i¢ + }}) of grass on field at first.
But 1 ox in 25 days cats 254, x (1i; + 3f X ¢) of grass on field
at first; .. the nnumber of oxen required to eat the amount ==
(@5, X 3¢ 3= X
31 =19. .

Algebraic solution by Mr. S. H. Parsons, of Montreal.

Prob. 4, Dec., by Mr. T. P. Hall, Can. Lit. Inst., Woodstock.

Assume 14 424 4 8¢ + &c. + n¢ = A+ Bn+ Cn® 4 Dn® + &e.
Then put (n 4 1) for n & 1+ + 2% + 8¢ + &e. +n* + (n+ 1)* =4
+B(n+1)+Cn+1)+D(n+1)* + &

Subtract & (n 4 1)s=B+4C(2n+1)+ D (3n* +8n+ 1) + £
(4n* 4602 44n 4 1) + F (504 + 10n® + 100 + 5n + 1). We
stop with F, since the coefficients @, H, &c. would all be = 0.
Equating coefficients, 1=5F, 4 — 10F + 4E, 6 =10F + 6E + 8D,
4=5F+4E+48D + 20,1=B+ C+ D+ E + F. Whence
F=43HE=4D=4C=0,B= 4. . 8=4-

)+ {262 X (3 + 34X g) foroa =

T;% + %a + %. + %, in which put n=1 and 4 is found tobe =0.
ns n+ nd n n
S=2+5 +5 - 35 =350 ®+ 1@+ 1) @rt3n-1)

1\ 2 =} o
=} @Bn*+8n -1 (%/(n+1)(2‘n+1),—x{6( 5 )—1}

{g(nﬂ) (2n + 1)}, =1} {6(1+2+3+&c.+n)—1} (s + 24+

n* +
2

n
the series 1 + 2 + 8 + &c. + n, and 7 (n,* 1) (2n + 1) the sum of

1* + 2% 4 8% + &c. + n*, the latter by a process similar to the
above.

The same solution of the problem is also given by Mr. A. Hay,
Kingston. )

Prob. 6, Dec., by Mr. Hay, of Kingston. From the given
equations we obtain by transposition » = a (z, + ) —x, = (a4
1) @ +=,) — =, ; whence (@ + 1) (2, — 2,) =%, + =z, =(a + 8)
Jfx, — =,), from eqs. 8 and 4, ... ®, — 2, =0, orx, =2, Substi-
tuting z, for «, in the four given equations we get

x, +n=a(x + ) (1)
2, +n=(a+1) (@ +x,), @)

i is the sum of

8* + &c. + a1, since it is easily shown that

z, +n=(a +2) (&, +2,), (B)
z, +n=1(a + 8) (x, + ), (4.
z, +n T, + M
F 1)and ), *4— =a = - —1, whence z,, =~
rom (1) an ()w,+x, =i ,( +3),
2, n+ (a z,
From (3) and (4)’ z:i —_:_- : = ‘;—.5_“’5 andthencez,:—a—_._T——'
]
—(a+8)x . .
= n—*———:l_'_ 2) '+ Putting these values for z,, x, in the first equation
—n n(e+2)
* = a*+8a+1 = = x.,andz,: a, +8a+ 1 =%,

We are asked for the solution of the following :—How much
money ought to be divided between 4, B and C, so that 4 gets
$1.44, 0 $2.25, and B as much per cent. more than 4 as C has
more than B?

1t is evidently equivalent to a question in compound interest: &
certain percentage added to $1.44, and the same percentage added
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to the sum, give 82.25. Hense if R=1+4r, R*= =%, or
R =4%= §1.25; .. 26 per cent. is answer.

The following problem is proposed :—Construct geowetrically a
series of lines in the following ratios,—1:v/3:2:/§, &c.

A. Burke, Newport. It seems customary to consider that the
signs of multiplication and divisiun give to quantities between
which they stand more the character of a single quantity than do
those of addition and subtraction, so that you would multiply first
and ndd siterwmids. See communication from Mr. Wilkins, of
Chatham.

Mr. John Anderson, of Dixie, has sent in a correct solution
(trigonometrical) of Prob. 8, in tho December number.

To the Editor of the Canada School Journal.

DEeAR SIr,—Question 5 on the Arithmetic paper for * Entrance
to High Schools, December, 1878,” appears to bave caused, at least
a6 far as the candidates from this locality were concerned, a great
deal of n~edless trouble on account of a supposed ambiguily in the
wording therecef. When, bowever, it is remembered that, time and
again, vmious Tenchers’' Associations with which I have had the
honor to be connec ~, have declared this and all similar questions
ambiguous and incapable of a definite solution; when it 18 remem-
bered that many have been and are still msled by certain fallacious
assertions in eome Arerican mathematicnl works, to the effect that
“ gue sign is as good as anotber,” it is scarcely a matter of sur-
prise that only ten per cent., at least as far as this county (Kent)
was concerned, succeeded in rightly apprebending the question;
and of these, it is but justice to add, all but two had been provi-
sionally admitted to the High Schoo! at Chatham, and had been,
therefore, drilled in similar questions till they thoroughly under-
stood the right method of attacking them. Without further intro-
duction I shall here state the question.

53of30f2% -1 (243

(5). Simplify » '
1~ A of (,} +3 of‘-}—-—-——o} 1u‘o)

The candidates failed in their work by taking 1 from 24 in the-

numerator, and 1% from 1 in the denominator. They then seemed
to think that in order to bo consistent they must add % to 4, before

multiplying it by the fraction -}%—“D, Before stating the true

method of working this and similar questions, I shall give some

examples where no smbiguity can exist, or at least where none is[*

admitted.

(1) 7x%1000+6x100+4+ 10+ 8 = 7000+ 600 + 40+ 8 = 7648.
No one in his senses ever dreams of simplifying the first statement
in this manner: 7 x1000+6 x 100+ 4 x 104-8 =7 x 1006 x 104 x
18 = 18, 182, 624.

(2). 8x10,000+5 %100+ 8x10+9 = 80,000+ 5004-80+9 =80,
589. No one ever simplifies the first expression thus: 8 x 10,000
45 x 10043 x 1049 = 8% 10,005 X 103 x 19 = 156,638.280.

8). 9x104+5xT+8 x 6—4%x5 =904854+48-20 = 158. No
one would make it 9 » 15 x 16 x 2 x § = 26,250.

(4). 84~76+108—81=25. This being the indisputable solu-
tion, why should there be nny difficulty about the following, which
is the same question: 7x12—4x19+9x12-~248--8; or about
this, which is the same carried out a little farther : 7x8x2x2 -
2x2x19+8x8%x8x2x2-9x8x3x3x3-38.

(6). 91+ 156 — 144 + 16 — 12 — 44=063. Here there is no
ambiguity. Why then should there be in the following method of
writing the same question: Tx18+2%x2x17—-8x8x2Xx2x2x
242%2x2%x2-8x2x2x2+2-8x11-27

6). 8x4x5-6x9x847Tx8+-8-8x5- 154188 =160
—162414-146=17. )

7. axbyexdterf-gxh-—-m<-n=ab + cd +
}i —~gh - "1.:: Here there is no possible ambiguity, and what is
true in the generalized Algebra must of necessity be true in the par-
ticularized Arithmetic. The mere foct of indicating multiplica-
tion in Algebra by writing lettems, i.e. unlike quantities, in juxta-
position, and of indicating division, both in Algebra and Arithme-
tic, by fractions, shows clearly that products and quotients ought to
be simplified as far as possible before addition to or subtraction from
any other term.  Keeping this general privciple in mind, the follow-
ing method of working questions similar to those given above will
be—

{1). Consider how many lerms, i.e., parts connected by + and
—signs, the expression contains.

(2). Simplify each term, i{f composed of factors.

(8). Perforra the additions or subtractions indicated by the -}
or — signs.

Thus far for integers. Now what is true in the case of integers
ought to be, nay, is true in the case of fractions: otherwise we
introduce a needless ard purposeless ambiguity siaplyto vindicate
a position which is false in the case of integers. Again, too, it must

1 .
be borne in mind that 1 <~ 3 =3 aud that 3 x § has no mearning

nnless it mean 1 of 3 ; it being utterly impossible to add a fraction
or even & whole namber § of a time, or anything less than once.
Therefore in order to solve question (5) and similar questions the
same genersl plan must be followed as in the case of integers.
Thus in the numerator of question (5) there are two terms only, viz.
5% of $ of 4, and 1 = (} x ). In the denominator there are also

- - v
two, viz. 1 and 4 of {& +3 Ofro_;il:';}'
The first term of the numerator simplified is 32, the second

1
o= Y

4

becomes % of !% + 4 of -’;‘3} ;e vk of {3 +3of§}; de, Prof
T

(3 +4), ie, & of 3, ie, L

In like manner the second term of the denominator

Lastly, the fraction becomes

a,;z_lvo
L =2
T

Consider also the following example :

P X48E x5 -2 x 8L~ 64+ (A x 581 -11)x1 x 54
) 0 :
T

5
81 x 187 of gdy + s +603— o575 x 140g-.—§i %5—-}

Here the namerator consists of three terms, the denominator of
five. Simplifying the numerator it becomes 4 — 3 +1, and the de-
nominator 1 + 603 — 1 — 59 — 4. Lastly, the fraction becomes
Bn=t=1z

Those who desire to pursue this subject will find it referred to in

Smith & McMurchy's Elementary Arithmotic, page 85, Art. 79,
Ex. 4 (1877 Ed.); Smith & McMurchy’s Advanced Arithmetic, p.
104, Art. 114; Hamblin Smith’s Aritbmetic, Eng. Ed., p. 62, Art.
78 ; and Hamblin Smith’s Arithmetic, Canadian Edition, I11. Ed.,
pp- 67 & 68, Art. 85, Notes 1, 2, 8. 4.
. They will also find that in the older texi-books, the first step in
the rules for addition and subiraction of fractions is to simpiify all
componnd and complex fractions before reducing to a common
denominator; and such expressions as 3 x 73 X 1% and 37 are, to
all intents and purposes, either compound and complex fractions
or—nothing.

o e et
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Lastly, in all such expressions a8 #r x 52} <~ 13 x % there is no
real ambiguity, for the signs of multiplication and division are of

213

equal importance, and thus the above is . of -ﬁ;’ x % and not

W Of"':_!- . 1 . ) £ b a KN of ‘\,:l_-
Xt while (7 X 58}) = (13 x §) must be ren <

Thanking you for your kindness in inserting this communication,
I remaiu, yours sincerely,
D. F. Hexry WiLkins, B.A,,
Bac. App. Sci., Mathematical Master, Chatham Hagh School.
Chatham, Jan. 6th, 1879.

Practical Yeprriment.

CONVERSATIONAL COLUMN.

At the recent examination for admissivn to High Schools, one
candidate, in answering onse of the questions on the English History
paper, gave a lucid smnmary of Canadian polities. In answer to
the question, * What was the Reform Bill? When was it passed,
and why was its passing an important event ? ™’ he snid: It was a
Bill to allow Reformers to be elected to Parliament. It was passed
about 1856. Before that time only Conservatives could be elected.

At the Intermedizte, 2 candidate named as the three great epic
poets Homer, John Bunyan and Horace Greely.

Can you suggest any means of preventing bad language and other
bad habits at Public Schools by boys who are well trained at home?
This is an important question. The answer is: The bad hahts
are not acquired in schoul, but in the school-yard and on the street
going to and coming from school. In cities and towns parents
should insist on their children coming home to dinner. They
should fix a certain reasonable time in which their children can
walk to and from the school, and they should insist on their reach-
ing Lome in that time. They should elso keep themfat home in
the morning and at noon until they have merely time to reach the
school say ten minutes before the opening of the classes. This
will reduce the evil to o minimum. A teacher should always be
in the yard, if possible, and it is possible in a graded school,
during recess. It is quite as important for a teacher to be with
his pupils during the fifteen minutes of recess as during any fif-
teen minutes of the arithmetic bour, or any other Lour during
the day. It is a serious question whether iu cities and towns re-
casses a8 now given should not be entirely dispensed with, and
fivo minutes of proper exercise, accompanied with singing, taken
at the close of each hour instead. In junior divisions two minutes
might be profitably spent in this manner at the end of each half
hour.

While admitting the difficulty referred to in the guestion, it
must be remembered that meny parents conveniently saddle the
burden of their own neglect and utter want of judgment on the
public schools. If school registers are consulted it will be found
that very tew who attended school regularly two hundred days in
the year were ever in penitentiary. The bad habits are learned
while on the streets, or at the** corners.” Eeep the boysat school
during the day, and at bome aiter seven in the evening, and most
of their bad babits will remain unlearned.

MISTAKES IN TEACHING.

Iv.

It 1s @ mistake to tell pupils what they know already or can be led
to find out for themselves as the result of their previous knowledge.—

Telling is not toaching. Lecturing or sermonizing is not teaching.
The teacher should lead or guide his pupils through the garden of
knowledge, and show them wbich kinds of fruit are boneficial
and which injurious; he should also show them the best means for
obtaining the fruit, but he should not pluck it for them, and ecat it
for them, and digest it fcr them. Ho should teach his scholars
bow to think; he should not do the thinking for them.

Professor Tyndall says: ¢ Looking backward from my preseat
standpoint over the eurnest past, n boybood fond of play and
physical action, but averse to schuol work, lies bofore me. The
aversion did not arise from inteilectual apathy or want of appetite
for knowledge, but mainly from the fact that my earliest teachers
lacked the power of imparting vitality to what thoy taught.”

No wonder that litde fellows with so many germs of life and
power in them waiting to be stirred iuto activity and vigor, should
bave an aversion to attend such a school. If a teacher is not
acquainted with the wonderful nature of the mind be has to de-
velop, aud the natural order of the growth of its faculties, he should
be very tolerant of truancy. The temptation to play “ hookey ”
may sometimes come from imprisoned observant powers protest-
ing against their most unjust neglect. Certain it is that, 1ndepen-
dent of the evil effects resulting from known disobedience, a boy
would learn more in the fields and woods with the flowers an
birds thao in many a school. .

Let the pupils have a chance to enjoy the pleasures of discover-
ing for themselves, and school will be to them not a prison, but a
temple of joy. How children delight in overcoming a difficulty !
How much greater is their satisfaction when they overcome it
without aid from the teacher ! The honor is then entirely the
child’s own. What a difference there is, too, in the results of
teaching when the pupil is allowed to do his own share of the work !
If an infant was always carried in arms it would never learn to
walk. Each little effort it makes for itself gives new power and
vigor to its muscles. So the child that is lifted over every obstacle
by the strong mental arm of its teacher will become mentally crip-
pled, and dependent upon others. It will lean, if it is trained to
do so; and when it has to go forth into the world without its
teacher for a helper, it will be unable to surmount the difficulties
in itspath. A pupil can never forget a fact learned practically, as
the result of his own investigation. One boy learns by actually
mixing yeilow and blue colors that they form green, and discovers
tke effects of all the primary colors in forming secondary colors.
Another is fold the results of the combinations of the primary
colors. He may even have these results exhibited by mesns of
the most ingenious and elaborately colored charts. The resalts in
the two cases will be vastly different. The second boy, ten years
after leaving school, may remember, after a process of thought, that
red and blue produce purple. The first does not need to go
through any process of reasoning. He is not conscious of an effort
in remembering. He knows it as he knows hisname; that he has
two hands, ten toes, &c. ; that the weather is cold in winter; or
as he knows any of the thousand and one facts winch he has
learned practically.

It may serve to illustrate the meaning of the foregoing remarks
to give a few examples of teaching, or rather trying to teach,
by telling.

1. In teaching an object lesson it is a mistake to tell the class
that spouge is saoft, ivory hard, steol elastic, glass transparent, the
wall opaque, &c. The pupile themselves should be allowed, by
actnal handling snd examination, to learn these things for them-
selves. Tho chief aim in {éaching object lessons is not {0 give in-
formation, but to develop the child’s faculties.

In teaching chemistry it was until lately regarded as the perfec-
tion of teaching to bo able to tell clearly the relations of the elements
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and their compounds to each other, and illustrute these relations
by experiments performed by the master. Now, however, edu-
cators agree that this subject is not really taught nutil each student
hos actunlly performed the experiments himself.  Tn this way enly
ean the principles be taught so as to eunble pupils to grasp,
remerober, and apply them,

There is more unnecessary felling done in teaching arithmetic
than any other subject. Long, hard, unmeaning rules are memor-
jzed, often without even heing explained by the teacher. The pupil
is told to multiply at & certaun time by a certain number, and then
divide by something clse, and so on, and he will get the answer.
The class reaches & new cxercise, say addition of fractions, and
the teacher proceeds to show them how to do the work. He writes
on the bluckboard  + &y, and says, frequently with his back to the
class, * Now the L. C. M. of 8 and 12 is 24. S into 24 goes 8
times; 8 x 7= 2L 12 into 24 goes twice; 2 x5 = 19 Then

H+i3=31=1 How many think the?' can do another like
that?” And an example is given on which they experiment-

This is not an exaggerated specimen.  The teacher does all. No
use is made of the knowledge alroady possessed by the pupils.
They are not asked whether the things to be added hisve the same
name or not; whether they can add numbers of different denomi-
nations or not; so as to show the necessity for reducing the frae-
tions to & common denomnator. How ensy it would be to ask
the pupils to add £6 and is., to lead them to see that before adding
them together they would have to be changed to the same name.
How natural then to make the sten from pounds and shillings to
eighths and twelfths. This point having been reached by the class
without any telling by the teacher, why should he do the work of
reducing to a common denominator 2 The pupils can do this before
they reach addition. Having done the reduction and obtained
31 + 4% they should be told to add the two. No doubt more than
half the class will oLtain {3 as the answer. How can they be led
to see thewr error? Will it not do for the teacher to say ¢ We
never add the denominators?” Certainly not. Perbaps the best
way to prevent such a mistake is to ask the class to write down 3}
in some other way. After a little thought one at least will suggest
21 twenty-fourths. This fact clearly understood, that the denomi-
nator is merely the name, and that it can be written in letters as
well as figures, one half the (ifficuliy in teaching fractions is
removed. Having got this from the class, the example should be

21 twenly-fourths

10 twenty-fourths and another

written down thus on the board :

21
10
they would add the letfers in the names of the things to be added or
not 2  The result will be gratifying. The class willnot add names
again. To reduce a mixed number to an improper fraction the
pupils are {old to ** multiply the whole number by the denominator
and add in the numerator, and under the 1esult place the denomi-
nator.” When they can repeat this, to them meaningless sentence,
the teacher places an exumple on the board, and, without even
questioning his class to make them apply the rule they have
learned, he proceeds to **do " it. He says, 8¢: 8~ 7:= 56 + §=59;
now put 7 under the 59 and we get the answer %2, Why not let
the class see that they are merely to work a simple example in
reduction descending, the principles of which they learned long

ago? To doso it is only necessary to write down the example

wholes sovenths . .. lbs oz
thus: . It is then oxactly similar to reducing8 . 8

to ounces. The method of solution can then be drawn from the
class, as well as the reason for putting the denominator under the
angwer. Writing 7 under 59 is merely an abbreviation to save
writing “ sovenths™ after it.

apples

apples: Then ask the class whether

piaced beside it, such as

Subtraction of mixed numbers should i a similar way be explained
to the class to be a form of compound subtraction.

In reduction of dencminate fractions the rules and telling are
even worso than in any of the cases mentioned. When it is neces-
sary to reduce § of a £ to the fraction of a favthing, instend of
giving a long rule absolutely without any living meaning to a child,
why not say ¢ If you had £8 to reduce to farthings, what would
you first do ?  Multiply by 20 to reduce the pounds to shillings.
Then dn the same with {ractions*ns with whole numbers. Multi-
ply first by 20. But which shall we multiply, the 8 or the 7?
What iz the 7? The name of the fraction. Would you multiply
the name ? No, not the name, but the number.” Reduction des-
cending in fractions will require no further explanation, and no
rule need be given other than the rule given in dealing with whole
numbers.

In reduction ascending a similar course may be adopted. Get
the pupils to make the rule for fractions, by basing it on the rule
already taught for whole numbers. For example, reduce 4 of a
farthing to the fraction of a pound. What would you first do, if
this was & whole number? Divide by 4. What part of a number
do you take when you divide by 4? The one-fourth. If we take
the } of & pumber then, what do we really do to it? We divide
itby 4. Then if Itake } of #do I divideit by4? Yes. Let us
jondicate the work and we have }of 3. To divide this by 12, we
take {5 of it, and so on, When all the work is indicated, we have
a compound fraction, which the pupils can of course already re-
duce to a simple one.

These few examples in fractions have been selected because it is
in this subject that many teachers do their most mesningless teach-
ing. Similar errors aroe committed all through the arithmetic.
The pupils are told that 16 oz. make a lb., &c., instead of being set
to work to find out the fact for themselves with a pair of scales.
They sare informed that 12 inches make one foot, &c., instead of
being compelled to discover for themselves, by actual examination
and cowparison of the measures, the relations of the various
lengths to each other. The ‘“compound rules” and reduction are
unfathomable mysteries to most children, becuuse they are told to
follow certain formal rules, instead of being allowed first to per-
form the various operations with actual mouney, or measures, and
then to do mentally or on the slate the work which they have been
doing with the real things. There isalso room for a great deal of
*s objective” or *intuitive ” teaching in geography, grammar, and
the other subjects.

(To be continued.)

CALISTHENICS AND FREE GYMNASTICS. 1.

Free Gymnastics are exercises performed without apparatus, such
as bells, wands, clubs, &e. The following exercises ure collected
from various sources and arranged in classes. The instiuctions are
given in langunge as simple as possible. A sufficient number is
explained for ordinary sohool exercises; but the teacher may vary
those given by inventing new exercises. If he does so, he should
of course remember the following rules:—

1. dim to force the shoulders backward and downward.

2. Expand the chest.

3. Give the neck and back, as well as the sides, plenty of exercise.

GENERAL RULES FOR TEACHERS.

1. Study and practise thoroughly an exercise and movement be-
foro you teach 1t.

2. Be prompt, decided and energetic in conducting drill and calis-
, thenic exercises.
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8. 8poak in a loud fone, not in a high key.

4. Bo clear and definite in giving instruotions.

5. Do not follow the book explanations slavishly.

6. Warn pupils carefully against the errors commonly made in
performing an exercise or movement.

7. Explain the object of each newmovement before it is practised.

8. Do each movemect slowly before asking your pupils to do it.

9. After giving a command, see that every pupil has followed your
directions before you take another step.

10. Teach by correcting errors (neglecting this rule canses most
failures). "When teaching ‘by numbers” see that every pupil
performs each part of the movement accurately before proceeding
to the next.

11, Perform calisthenic exercises as much as possible in time
with music. Auny marching time, or even measure, will do. If
you have no instrument, sing ; if your class cannot sing, let them
count.

12. Iusist on the exercises being performed in aun energetic man-
ner ; guard against listlessness. '

18. Let the exercises be short.

The exercises given here may be performed by both male and
Jemale pupils. They should all be performed in time 1cith music.
Marches, waltzes, or any music in regular time will be found suit-
able, and the pupils may sing while going through the exercises,
if no instrument of music be at hand. Occasionally one or two
pupils may sing while the rest perform the motions. When an
exercise is completed, and the teacher wishes to stop its practice,
the class should be brought to attention by the word steady.

I. HEAD AND NECK EXERCISES.
Commands : —~Head Exercise, No. 1, &c., by numbers ; one, &c.
Exercise 1.—One. Swing the head towards the left shoulder.
Two. Swing the head towards the right shoulder.

Continue 1, 2, at least 5 timss.

Exgexncise 2.—0ne. Roll the head towards the /eft shoulder. as
though trying to look behind.

Two. Roll the head towards the right.

Continue 1, 2, at least § times.

Exercise 8.—One. Bend the head backwards without moving
the shoulders.

Two. Bend the head forward without moving the shoulders.

Continue 1, 2, &ec.

These should be done slowly.

1I. ARM AND CHEST EXERCISES.

Commands, as before.

ExzercisE 1.- -One. Hands clenched and thrown forcibly back as
kigh as the shoulders, nails to the frout.

Two. Throw them as high as possible.

Three. Bring them back to shoulders as in one.

Four. Bring them to the sides.

Continue 1, 2, 8, 4 at least five times.

The wholeexercise should be performed with considerable energy-

Exercise 2. Same as last, except in No. two, when the hands
are thrown to the front with the nails npwards.

Exercise 8.—Une. Fingers of both hands on the shoulders.

Two. Left hand extended upwards as high as possible, palm
inwerds, right band down o the fall extent of the arm, palm to
the front.

Three. Asin ome.

Four. As in two, with right hand up and left hand down.

The eyes shonld always follow the uplifted hand.

The exercise may be continued for como time, the hands being
always brought on the shoulders between the extensions of the
arms.

Ezerorse 4.—One. Both hands on the shoulders.

Two. Extend the arms to tho sido as far as possible on a line
with the shoulder, pals up. Continue 1, 2, &o.

Exercise 5.—0ne. Moot the hands in front, backs togothor.

Two. Raisc the hands to tho chin slowly, backs together, touch-
ing the clothes as they ascend.

Three. Extend both hands at the samo time.

Continue 1, 2, 8, &c.

Exercist 6.  One. Both hands at the side of the body, thumbs
to the rear, fingers to the front.

T'wo. Circle thoeft arm around tho head three times, pressing
the shoulder back when lowering the arm:

Exerorse 7. Samo as last oxercise, with the right arm moving
instead of the left.

Exercise 8. Same as 6 and 7, with the arms brought around
the herd alternately.

Exercise 3.—O0One. Extend the arms downward and to the front.

Two. Shut the hands tight.

Three. Open them smartly.

Continue 2 and 8.

Exercise 10.—Une. Extend the arms to the right and left, as
high as the shoulders, hands olenched, nails upwards.

Two. Roll the hauds backward and forward ten times.

EXERCISE 11.—~0One. Place the clenched hands on the chest,
knuckles to the front.

'wo. Left hand forward to the full extent of the arm.

Three. Right hand forward and left back to chest.

Continue 2 and 8 ten times with force.

Exeroist 12.—0ne. Bring the arms to the front as high as the
shoulders, palms together.

Two. Rub the hands past each other lengthwise twenty times,
without bending the elbows.

Exercise 18.—0ne. Place the left hand under the right shoulder,
thumbs to the rear, and the right arm raised and bent over the
head.

Two. Bend as far as possible to the left, and breathe deeply &
few times.

Exercise 14, Same as 18, with arms reversed and body bend-
ing to the right.

III. COMBINATION EXFERCISES.

Designed to bring the muscles of the whole system into vigor-
ous play

Exercise 1.—O0ne. Step to the front with the left foot, and raise
the right hand, palm towards the head.

Two. Bring the left foot to the rear and raise the lef¢ hand.
Contiune 1, 2, &e.

Always look towards the uplifted hand.

ExercIse 2.—One. Step to the front with the right foot, and raise
the left hand.

Two Bring the right foot to the rear, and raise the right hand.
Glance towards uplifted hand asin Ex. 1. The left foot must be
fixed in this exercise.

ExErcise 8.—One. Step to the front with the lef¢ foot, and meet
the backs of the hands together on the chest.

Two. Step to the rear with the left foot, and swing the hands to
the rear with a aircular motion, as fur as possible.

The right foot remeains fixed.

Exeroist 4. Same ag Ex. 3, with left foot fixed and right foot
moving.

COMPETITIVE BXAMINATIONS IN THE COUNTY OF
DURHAM.

—

Compstitive Examinictions have been held throughout the
County of Durham for sev3ral years. The results of these examina-
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tions have beon highly satisfactory to the Township Councils,
who vote a sum of money for the purpose, to the purents, and
eapecially to tho teachers who tind it much easier to awaken an
interest in their studies on the part of pupils.

The next oxamination will be hield on Friday and Saturday,
March 21st and 220d, 1879, Leginmng cach day at % a, w.
Pupils will be divided into four classes—Special, Senior, Interme-
diate and Junior. Pupils in the Special class will bo examined on
Friday, aund those in the other classes on Saturday.  Pupils in the
Specinl and Senior clnsses muat be under 17 yekrs of age, in the
Intermediate under 14, aud in the Junior under 12.

PROGRAMME FOR EXAMINATIONS |

Special Class —Arithmetie ; Algebra to Simple Equations incln.
sive ; Euclid, Book 1., with exercises, and Book-keeping.

Senior—Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography, Reading, Spelling,
Writing, a8 prescribed for 1V, Class in Public Schools, with Cana-
dian and British History during the reign of Victoria.

Intermediate—Same subjects as for Senior, omitting History.

Junior—As prescribed for J1I. Class,

In the Special Class, three general proficiency prizes and one
prize for each subject will be offered. In the other Classes, eight
proficiency prizes and one prize in each subject will be offered in
each Township.

In order to obtain a prize 40 per cent. of the maximum marks
must be obtained. Honor Cards will be awarded to pupils who
obtsin 40 per cent., but fail to obtain a prize.

In addition to the above, a Silver Medal will be given to the
pupil who stands highest in each class in the County.

The questions will be printed, and the examination, except in
Reading, will be conducted wholly in writing.

The prizes w the Senior, Intormediate and Junior classes in each
Township will be awarded on the decision of Examiners appointed
for the purpose, none of whom will be Teachers in the Township
for which they are Examiners. The Meduls will be awarded by
the Central Committee of Examiners, who fur this purpose will ex-
amine all the papers of the best candidates in each Township.
They will also examiue the papers of the Special Class, and award
prizes. *

Each School is allowed to send three pupils in each Class, but no
pupil will be awarded more than two prizes in one Class,

In order to provide funds for prucuring prizes, each School send-
ing pupils shall contribute one dollar for each class represented,
except the Special, and twenty-five cents for each pupil in every
Class.

Notice of intending candidates, with age of each, must be sent
to the unders.gned not later than the 1st of March, and must be
accompanied by certificate of age, signed by parent or guardian,
Class for which entered, name of Teacher and Township, number
of Section, and the preseribed fees. Parties enclosing postage
stamps will please remit in nothing higher than 3 cent stamps.

Cavan and South Monaghan are united for this examination as
heretofore.

It is earnestly hoped that the active exertions put forth by the
County Association and the Inspector, i striving to make these
Competitive Examinations still more effective for good, will be
hearuly responded to by Teachers and Trustees, i sending up a
Iarge number of candidates in each Township.

Materials for writing will be furmshed at the ¢xaunnations.

Any explanation may be ubtained from the undersigned.
JuHN Squalg,
Sec. Teuchers' Association, Co of Durham,
Bowmanville, January 21st, 1879.

MONTHLY REPORTS TO PARENTS.

—

It is irmaportant that a direot communieation should be sent from
the teacher to the parents of the pupils at lesst once a month.
Believing that many teachers are anxious to obtain the very bost
possible form for such o report, we presont the one used in the
Toronto Public Schools as a basis for criticisms and suggestions.
With the aid of these & model ivrm will be propared and published.
We request all teachers and inspestors interested in the subject to
aid, by giving any improvements they may be able to suggest, so
that » vory excellent form may be obtained.

In favor of the forwn in its prosent shape the following points of
excellence may be noted :

1. One form does a pupil for six months.
effected.

2. The parents can see how the report of one month compares
with those that have gone before. If monthly reports are sent on
separate sheets they are generally lost.

3. The time of the teacher is economized, as the largest blanks
requiro to be filled only once in six mouths.

A great saving is thus
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NO TIME.

A note from a sterling Principal says : “ I have nine assistant
teachers, but I cannot induce them to take an education journal ;
they say they have no time ! nor could I get them tv read one if

pay for it myself ; no fact is so discouraging.” This ren.inds us
of a miracle performed upon ten persons; only one, it appears,
returned to give any thanks, * Where are the nine 27" was the
question. For upon all of these ten teachers a great educational
work has been wrought-—a real micacle ; they are not barbarians,
thanks to a different, teaching ; they know something of the earth,
the sea, the uir ; something of God and Heaven. of their real
value has been derived from scme educator who had &ime to tell
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them this wonderful knowledge. Have they timo, we wonder, to
make frizzles, bangs, and trains to sweep the dirty school-room
floor ; to work crochet ; to road novels, etec., etc. 7 Notatall!
Those people who are so economical of their time that they cannot
pray, find plenty of time to gossip, if nothing worse ; those teachers
who ** have no time " to read upon education, find more time to
waste in one year than a resl teacher dues in ten. Theso same
teachers probably have no time to prepare thomselves daily on the
lessons the pupils are to recite. They enter to-day the same as
vesterday ; know no more, probably a littlo less. Teaching, to
them, is turning round a question-crank ; it is, as they manage it,
ahout equal to the argan-grinder’s business, only it is so respectable.
They do not at all consider the claims the pupils may have upon
them, that they enter fresh and bright each morning, so that the
class look forward to their coming with delight. ¢ She will have
something tu tell us to-day.”

Those who complain for want of time to read on educational sub-
jects are only teachers in name. They have sought the school for
the purpose only of securing a littlo money, and hence the spirit
of teaching is wanting; there is plenty of language that may be in
measure and rhyme, and not be poetry, because the spirit of puetry
is wanting. It produces no permanent effect upon its readers ; so
with this teaching. '

Teachers, take time to make yourselves the best kind of teach-
ers ; take time to know more to-day about teaching than yesterday;
take time to know the reason why knowledge, presented in a cer-
tain method, serves to develop the human mind, and presented
differently, really produces stupidity. Take time to know the
work of the great masters of your profession. Take time to pre-
pare yourself daily to tench as well as the most faithful of your
pupils do to recite. Take time toinvestigate the principles upon
which your methods aro based ; taketime to study over each pupil
to see if you are doing him all the good you can. Take time to
iearn what other laburers in the field are doing. Take time so to
live and act that your Creator will at each moment of the day say
of your deeds ** Well done, good and faithful servant.”

PERSONALS.

——

Cbarles Clarkson, M.A., received a very handsome present from

bis papils on leaving the Brockville Model Scheul, to take charge | ==

of the High School in Seaforth.

Mr. Jobn E. Bryant, formerly of the Whitby High School, and
lately Head Master, Clinton High School, has been appointed
Principal of the new Pickering College.

Mr. Livingston, S.S. No. 4, North Oxford, received a fine gold
chain from his pupils at Christmas.

Mr. Metzler, assistant High Schcol teacher in Listowell, has
been presented by bis pupils with a beautiful inkstand and time-
piece combined, and & gold pen.

Miss L. Hollinger, Ferguson’s Falls, was the recipient of a beau-
tiful workbox and set of vases on parting with her pupils.

Mr. G. W. Field, the Second Master of the Seaforth High
School, received at Christmas, o present of handsomely bouund
volumes of the poetical works of Cowper, Longfellow, Burns
Tennyson, Shakespeare, and Wordsworth.

At the close of last session, the pupils of Harriston Public
School sent home three of their teachers happy. Mr. C. McPher-
son, Mr. Pringle, and Miss Jamieson were the recipients of hand-
some presents.

Mr. P. N. Davy, iate Head Master of the Millbrook Public
School, has received an appuintment in the Toronto Model School.

Mr. S. Nethercott received several useful articles from his pupils
in Mitchell at the close of last session. Mr. Sinclair, of the same
town, received somo elegantly bound volumes at the same time.

Miss M. Kernigan's pupils, S.S. No. 6, Maitlandville, gave her
gome beautiful tokens of their esteem when she was leaving for the
holidays. .

Mr. J. Cruickshanks, of Wardsville High School, was enterizined
at a publiosupper in that villago a short time ago.

Mr. John Wood has taught school in the one school section, in
Lobo, for over 21 years, and is likely to teach for 21 more. So
says a local paper.

Tho Rev. Bonjamin Bayley, M.A., Head Master of the London
High School, died a short time ago, of inflanmation of the lnugs,
at the age of 72.

Mr. F. J. Allan, of Perth, was surprised at tho closo of the ex-
amination iu his school, by the roceipt of n writing desk from his
pupils.

The pupils of school section No 2, Hibbert, presented their
teacher, Mr.J. Hislop, with n gold locket and chain.

Collingwood Collegiate Institute has securod the services of Br.
J. G. Hands, for some timo Principal of thoe Training College for
Teachers of Western Ontario. Several of Mr. Hands' students go
with him to Collingwood.

The pupils of Mount Pleasunt School gave their teacher, Nr.
‘Wilson, a gold locket at the close of last session.

At the close of a very interesting examination in Westminster
School, Mr. Josoph . Stowart v.as presented with s valuable gold
pen-holder.

Mr. J. B. Brown, formerly assistaat toacher in Ountario Business
College, Belleville. has received the appointment of teacher of
visible speech in the Provincial Deaf and Dumb Institute.

G. Cavanaugh has been appointed Principal of the Selkirk
Public School.

John Murphy has accepted the Principalship of the York Public
Schools.

Mr. Clark Mosos, P.S.1., has recently been in the city and
selected the books for the newly established library of the Haldi-
mand Teachers’ Association.

John K. McGillivray has assumed the duties of Head Master of
Ridgetown Public School.

Mr. Thos. O. Hagan, formerly of Trenton, has received the ap-
r-ointment of Principal of the City of Belleville Separate Schoole.

-+ Hotes and Helos.
ONTARIO.

Dr. George Wright, M.A,, M.D., has been re-elected chairman
of the Toronto School Board.

The number of pupils registered in Toronto Public Schools dur-
ing the year 1878 was 11,487.

At the late Manitobz elections Messrs. A. W, Ross, A. M. Suther-
lJand and S. C. Biggs, graduates of Toronto University, were elected
to the Legislature.

During the year, 1,815 pupils have been enrolled at the St.
Catharines public schools, with an average attendance of 1,043.
Each pupil’s education for the year cost 36.87. The staff consists
of twenty-five teachers, to whom is paid as salaries §10.430. The
highest salary paid to a male teacher is 8700 ; the lowest 300.
'The highest paid to a female teacher is $480 ; the lowest $264.
Toral expenditure for the year, $14,285.

The Bishop of Huron has obtained 840,000 in England for the
Western University.

Flans and specifications for a new brick schoolhouse in Parkdale
were presented, the cost being estimated at about $1,800.

The Picton School Board are to be commended for the intelli-
gence displayed in the following resolution : ¢* Moved by Mr. C.
D. Morden, seconded by Mr. Norman, That the interests of the
schools demand that the junior departments be supplied with com-
petent teachers, and that to this end Miss Owens and Miss Gibson
be placed in charge of Brock and Tecumseth Ward Schools respec-
tively.” Many Boards seem to think that auybody is good enough
to teach the little folks. No greater mistake could be made.

At the Intermediate and Second. Class examination in December,
159 candidates obtained 2nd A., and 501 obtained 2nd B. certifi-

cates.
Tho following are extracts from the official report of Inspector
McLellan on his visit to the High School, St. Thomas :—¢ Accom-
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modations—Excellent ; new buildings, one of tho best in the Pro-
vinco; site, two acres. Equipment---Four masters ; :\ﬁood supply
of apparatus. Remarks The school 18 in capital working order,
oxcellent building, &¢. There has been a great increase in num-
bor of pupils--58 boys and 3 girls in  Latin, about 40 in French :
dnll has been mtroduced. There are now four masters employed,
all good teachers, thoroughly in earnest in their work ; prosperous
Laterary Society, &c.  Noschonl has made greater progress during
the last s1x years; with new buildings, &c., its future progress will
be still more satisfactory.”

The Guelph School Board has adopted the following scale of
punishments as penulties for trnancy :—First offence—warned ;
second offence—suspension of the refractory pupil till parents per-
sunally guarantes regualarity of attendance so far as is their power;
third offence— pupil suspended until re-admitted by the written
authority of the Chairman of the Board, with the consent of the
Prnecipal ; fourth offence—pupil to be expelled by the Board.

1he regstered attendance in St. Thomas Schools is 1,014 ; the
average, 8bH3.

18 students of the High School passed at the late Intermediate
examination,

The High School in Aylmer has to be enlarged to make room for
the increasing number 1n attendance.

Brockville High School 1s compelled to provide additional
accommadation.  The Principal, Dr. Law, is to be congratulated
on the fact that, notwithstandng the opposition of sume who onght
to be friends of the school, he has brought it to #o high a degree of
efliciency. A very large number of cundidates were admitted at
the last entrance examnation frem the class of Mr. Clarkson.

The following resolutions were adoptid at the last me« ting of the
Perth Teachers' Association : (1) That 1t is highly desirable that
the work in Enghsh History for entrance examinations to High
Schoouls, should be contined to the first period as taught in Creigh-
ten Epochs in History, 12). That the same privileges in the
superannuation fund should be given those holding 1st class county
certificates as to those holding provincial certificates. 3). That
the subjects of exanunation for 1st class certaficates should be div-
1ded 1mto groups, and every candidate fcr such certificate after ob-
taining a 1st class county certificate, allowed the privilege of passing
in one or mure of these groups, at separate times. (4). That after
a candidate has obtamned a 1st clars certificate he be allowed the
privilege of options, as is now dune 1n the case of those obtaining
2nd class certificates. 15). That all Head Masters of High Schools
who hold a Public School Inspector’s license, be given the status of
a lst class grade ** A " Public School Teacher. (6). That, if pos-
sible, sume change should e mude in the school law, with the view
to making the positiun of a teacher more permanent than it is at
present.

The Port Hope Public Schouls, under the able management of
Mr. D. J. Gogin, Principal Durham Co. Model School, are in a
very eflicient state. Out of twenty-six pupils sent up for exami-
nation for entrance to the High School, all but two passed very
creditable examinations.

QUEBEC.

The Protestant Cummissiuners of the Montreal Schools are con-
sidering the advisability of intruducing the solfa system of singing
into the schuols under therr control. It will be tried first in the
Dorchester Street School, and afterwards mmtroduced into the
others if success attends the introduction.

In the case of Napoleon Mailette, the friar who was charged with
assaulting a schoulbuy named Labelle, who died afterwards from
small-pox in its incipient stage, his Honor Judge Dugas gave judg-
ment 1n the Montreal Police Court, condemning the friar to pay
85 and costs. Thoe judgment was lengthy and of much interest,
showing that in correcting boys no implement like a pointer should
be used ea~ept when applied on the hands. His Honor said a
teacher might strike moderately a pupil with a martinet on ony
part of the body without incurring any danger, but he would not
say as much with regard to a ferule. In the present case his Honor
asked if a father or mother could be found in a thousand whose
feelings would not have been wounded by the defendant’s conduct
in the premises ; he did not beheve one could be found. Had the
blows been more severe defendant might to-day have been forced
to answer to a more serious charge.

Bishop's College School, Lennoxville, re-opened after the Christ-
mas vacation vn the 20th January. The school had broken up
before the usual tine for vacation owing to the breaking out of
sickness among the pupils of the school.

. The students of Morrin Colioge have appoared for the first time
in academic cap and gown. The college has more studonts this
year than it has had in any previous year.

Mr. L. Q. Cloutier, medical student of Laval Universily, has
been appointed Professor of Sciences in thoe Laval Normal Schuol
in Quebec.

The Hon. G. Quimet, Dr. Meilleur and M. Chauveau, have been
named officers of Public Instruction by M. Bardoux, the French
Mimstor of Publio Iastruction, while the lower title of Officers of
Academy has beon conferred uponM, U. E. Archambault—both in
connection with the late International Exhibition.

On the Tth of Decomber, died at Montreal, at the age of 83, Dr.
Meilleur, first Superintendent of Education in Quelzc. Dr, Meil-
leur was born at St. Laurent, near Montreal, the 9th of May, 1796.
His recollections run back to the time which French Canadians call
the Reign of Terror and the days of “ King Craig,” as the Gover-
nor, Sir James Craig, was called. In those days education was by
no means 80 common as it is now. Young Meillour received a
classical training in tho College of Montreal, and then proceeded
to Castletown. in the State of Vermont, to pursne the study of
medicine. In 1825 he obtained his dnctor’s degree. In 1834 he
was editor of the Echo du pays, and was shortly after elected mem-
ber of Parliament. During this period school matters in Qebec
were in a hopslessly chaotic state. There was hardly any approach
to a system. In 1818 the Royal Institution had been organized by
letters pateat.  Of this institution the Protestant Bishop was Pres-
ident. Commissinners made rules for the erection and conducting
uf schools.  These schools were to be under the direction of the
clergy of the locality, while in mixed populatione the clergy of
each belief had thooffice of watching over the sviritual inatruction
of their respective faith. Of course such a plan could not succeed
in Quebec. Its failure was complete. In 1834, according to a
table prepared by the Rev. Mr. Mills, secretary of the institution,
there were only 22 schools wnder its control, with abont 1,100
pupils. This was the result of sixteen years labor. Mr. Perrault
says that *¢ the Royal Institution has closed almost all its schools ;
they had very few pupils ; the masters being for the most part of
a doubtful character and named by persuns unknown to the inhab-
itants, could enjoy neither their confidence nor that of the curds.”
This of course is the evidence of a French Canadian. There seems
to be no doubt however, that the opposition, or at leust want of
co operation, on tho part of the Roman Catholic clergy was fatal
to the institution. Until 1841 various temporary shifts were
mede to do something for the education of the people. But the
times were adverse. At length, in 1841, in the first session of the
United Parliament, a law was passed which appointed elective
commissioners, who had the power to tax the newly made munici-
palities for the support of schools. Hon. Mr. Jameson was named
chief superintendant, with Dr. Meillour as superintendunt for
Quebec, then Lower Canada. The legal imposition of taxes was
fatal to this law in Lower Canada. ¥rom 1791 to 1878 the Frenck
Canadian has always shown an inveterate hatred to anything in
the shape of direct taxation. Accordingly, in 1845 the system of
voluntary contribution was substituted for that of legal taxation.
Even this experienced determined opposition.  ** The agitation,”
says Mr. Chauveau in his work on Public Instruction in Canads,
** was extreme in certain places ; open revolt, incendiariem, perse-
cutions of all kinds, were the means of resistance suggested to the
people by a certain number of men denominated by the journalsts
of the day * extinguishers ” (efeignowrs). Before the agitation
ceased the Bishop of Montreal had to pluce under the interdict one
obstinate parish. To Dr. Meilleur belongea the duty of putting
nto execution this law in the midst of an ignorant and oppusing
people. The difficulty of the task which the superintendent had
to surmonnt may be estimated by the fact that in 1849 there were
still 48 municipalities which held vut against the execution of the
school law ; while the success which had attended Dr. Meillour’s
efforts may be reckoned by the fact, that in 1864 there were 2,795
schools in operation, attended by 119,737 pupifs. Such was the
work of Dr. Mielleur in connection with education in Quebec. In
1856 he resigned his office, and was succeeded by Hon. Mr. Chau-
vesu. After his resignation he was appointed Director of the Post
Office in Montreal, and since Confederation has been Deputy-
Registrar of the Province. He is the suthor of a work entitled
¢t Mémorial de 'Education du Bas Canada : a resumé of ths prin-
cipal facts relative to education from 1615 to 1865.

These notes are taken chiefly from the above mentioned work of
BI. Chauveau ‘¢ L'Instruction Publique au Canada.”
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NEW BRUNSWICK.,

The annual school meotings throughout the Province were held,
according to law, on the second Thursday in Japuary. On that
day, the ratepayers in overy district, exceptin tho citics of St.
John and Fredericton, and a half-dozen corporate towns, et for
the purpouso of elesting school trustecs and voting the sum to by
raised by assessment to supplement the moneys received from the
County Fund and the Provincial Treasury. With few oxceptions,
the proceedings of the meotings held on the 9th ult. scem to have
been of a satisfactory character. There is reason to beliove that,
notwithstanding the continuance of ** hard times,” the amounts
voted in the mnjority of the districts were ..ot less than last yeat ;
while in many localities the people made still more hberal provi-
sion for the support of their schools. An examination of the re-
ports frc... a large number of districts in all parts of the Province
shows an average assussment of nearly $450. About sevun per
cent. of these districts voted sums not exceeding $100; while about
one-half as many ordered assessments of upwards of 81,000. The
following are some of the largest amounts included in the list now
under consideration . Newcastle, 3,600 ; Hampton, 82,400 ; She-
diac, $1,989; St. Andrews, 81,760 ; Sackville, 21,700, Chn}bam,
£1,600 ; Fairville, 81,250 ; Sussex, $1,150 ; Caraquet, $1,025.

It is expected that, at the coming session of the Legislature,
authority will be given to the Board of Educition te carry into
effect 1ts well understood policy with respect to the qualification of
Inspectors. That policy has been before the public for six years
past, 88 expressed in the following regulation : —** Reg-. 42. In view
of ths operation of Scction 13 of the Act, all candidates for the
office of Inspector thereunder shall have taught for a period of at
leust three yoars, and shall have obtained a license of the Grammar-
School Class in accordance with the foregoing Regulations; and
upon appointment to office each Inspector shall spend one term at
the Provincial Normal School, or such time as the Bozrd of Educa-
tion may require, with a view tu a nore perfect acquaintarnce with
the methods of School Management and Teaching to be employed
in the schools of the Province.” .

When the 13th Section of the Act is br.ught into operation, ‘the
Inspectors will be required to perform arduous and responsible
duties in addition to those now devolving upon thom. It will then
become a part of their work to determine by examinations, at
stated periods, ‘‘ the quality of the instruction given ™ in each
school ; and the rank of the school, as thus determined, will regu-
late in part the amount of the Provincial grant to the Teacher.
Teachers generally will approve of the regulation in question, de-
manding of candidates for Inspectorships certain professional qua-
lifications, since it is manifestly *¢ based on solid, BatlsfﬁCt{)TY
grounds.” This, the St. John News (Jan. 18) denies, slleging
that the Board proposes to discriminate against clergymen, lawyers
and others in the appointment of Inspectors. To require speafic
qualifications for Jhe office should not he construed as debarang
any class ineligible.

1t may not be too early to announce that the time _ﬁxed for the
next meeting of the ‘“ Educational Tnstitute ” (Provineil) 1s the
19th of Augnst and two follrwing days. Among the subjects to
be discussed sre a Course of Instruction for the Public Schools,—
the Granting of Certificates to Pup.ls who complete the course 1n
Advanced or High Schools,—the plave of written exsminations 1n
school work,—the promotion of pupils in graded schools, —lessons
in naturel science, — pictorial illustrations a3 an accessory means of
instruction, etc.

Some of the teachers of Norton and Upham, Kings County, have
formed a lccal assiciation or institute, and have held one meeting,
at which several subjects of practical importance were discussed.
Meetings are to be held monthly, the next one being appointed
for Feb. 14. Such gatherings of teachers, whether i the towns or
in the country districts, may be made exceedingly profitable ; but
perhaps a meeting once a quarter may be found sufficient, 1n addi-
tion to the annual County Institute. There may be too much of 2
gond thing.

At a meeting of the Common Council of the City of St. John,
held a few weeks ago, & proposal was made that the School Trus-
{ees should be asked to reduce the salavies of the teachers, on
account of the *‘ hard times.” The matter waa seriously discussed,
and referred to a committee of the whole Council, to meet with the
Board of Trustees. This action of thc Common Council renders
very apparent the wisdom of the Regulation of the Board of Edu-
cation requiring every teacher to enter into an agreement of &
specified form before taking charge of a school. The teachers of

St. John, as well as all others in the Pravince, are undovr contract
at specified rates of salaries ull October 31, 1879 ; and thesc con-
tracts can be annulled only on notice given by one of the partios
thereto, one month previous to the dite of expiry. This regula-
tion of the Board was cvidontly intended as a just protection not
only to teachers but to Buards of Trustees and to the best intereats
of the schools. Tt is to be huped that, when next October arrives,
the financial clouds which overshadow the commumty may have
begun to disperse.

“T.. Argosy,” a very creditable monthly, published by the
students of Muunt Allison College Sackville, holds that collegiate
education in this country 1s too costly —that is, for the student.
The editors are of uvpinion that the higher learnming should be
placed within the reach of all, without fees for tuition. That thig
may be done, endowments and scholarships are needed. An appeal
is made to the friends of education who have the means, to come
forward and distinguish themselves, while they bensfit the country,
by bestuwing the necessary funds. No doubt good use will be
made of all that is given.

“ L’Etoile du Nurd " is the name of a small French paper re-
cently started in St. John, with Mouise M. Cormier as editor. 1t
is intended chiefly for the ** Acadians” of N.B. In the first num-
ber, issued Jan. 6th, the editor specially claims support from
teachers, backing his appeal by & promiuse to be ever ready to take
the part of the teacher. tv place himself, if poussible, en rapport with
the Board of Education, and to labor for the best interests of the
youth of the country. His intentions ace guud. It is to be regretted
that more care has not been taken vo guard against errors in gram-
mar and style.

In connection with the opening of the new Normal School at
Gorham, ninine (on the 27th Jan.), it may be noted that the
anthoritis sent to New Brunswick for atd in mmaking up their staff
of instructors, have secured the servicesof Miss Bessio A. Read, one
of the most successful teachers at Fredericton. Miss Read was
trained at the Normal School of N.B., and obtained a first-class
license. On leaving her recont charge, she was the recipient of &
testimonis} from her scholars.

Mr. Wai. F. Best, uf St. John, is endeavoring to do something to
meet the want of scientific instruction referred to in our Notes
last month. He has furr.ed a class in Applied Chemistry, availing
himse!f of the apparatus, etc., in possession of the Mechanics’
Tnstitute.

Mr. Geo. W. Allen, A.B. of :he University of N. B. (1877), is
doing good wurk as Mathematical Master at the Fredericton High
School. He has his appointment from the Senate of the Univer-
sity. ’

NOVA SCOTIA.

The sixteenth Annual Session of Tue EpucaTIoONAL ASSOCIATION
oF Nova Scorsa was held in the public hall of Dalhousie College,
Halifax, on 26th, 27th and 28th December, 1878. The chair was
occnpied at most of the meetings by J. B. Calkin, Esq., A.M.,
Principal of the Provinciat Normal Schonl, and Vice-President of
the Association. The sessiun was regarded as one of more than
ordinary interest and profit, and the members present felt them-
selves under deep obligations to the efficient Secretary, A. McKay,
E.q , Principal of the Dartmouth High School, for his excellent
arrangements for the conduct of business. Tha upemng meeting
on the afternoon of the 26th was devoted to routine business and
the reception of reports, one of the latter—that of the Committee
on Text-bouks, eliciting quite a protracted discussiun. The evening
meeting on the same day was largely attended tv hear the annual
address of the President, and other speeches from prominent edu-
cationiats present in the city. Dr. Allison, Superintendent of
Education. and President of the Assuciation, spoke for upwards
of an hour in substance as follows :

He expressed his pleasure at greeting so many representatives
of the educational service, and argued from their successful resist-
auce of the gravitating influence of Christmas associations towards
domestic centres and social enjoyments, a very encouraging interest
in the canso of education. He was not there fur the purpose of
mahing any official deliverances. He only asked for his opinion.
and suggesticns the fair treatment of Yeing ¢ taken for what they
are worth.” He did not propose to discuss education historically
or critically, but to say a few words to the Association on that pro-
fessior with which so many of its members have been or are now
identified, and to spesk without any very scrupulous adherence to
logical order, on the qualifications, obligations and righls of a
teacher under such a systom as that of Nova Scotia. What he
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should havo to say in unfolding his conception of the respousible
dignity of the teaching function would sufliciently indicate the
reasons determining his choico of a subject. Ho wont on to say
that the quahfications of a teacher for the capable discharge of his
duty may be roughly divided into threa classes :

1 There is his meatal ontfit, which should be an mtellect well
stocked with knowledge, and with its powers of acquisition and
thought duly disciplined and developed.

2. His original and acquired aptitudes for the speaitic duties of
toaching and government.

3. His character, as uotermining ham to a conscientions perform-
ance of duty, and to tho exercise of a wholesome exemplary
influence on his pupils.

These points were discussed elaburately, both separately and in
correlation, and in the light of the law and regulations of Nova
Scotia bearing on each. Many matters of provincial interest were
incidentally touched on, and the President concluded hiy address
as follows:

I end as I began, with an expression of the satiafaction aftorded
by the encouraging auspices under which we have convened. No
doubt the proceedings of the Asmociation will largely take the
stamp of madern modes and tendencies of thought. Matters of
detail and application receive mure constderation now than what
are vaguely called general principles. A keen analysia 18 searching
ot that which is peculiar in the laws wlnch govern tho apt teach-
ing and facile apprehension of particular branches of knowledge.
Cautions induction, based on painstaking observation, tukes the
place of high-flying rpeculation. Wise and gifted men find 1n
some one simple problem of this great study, the material on
which to expend the energres of a hfe time. Of education mn 1ts
wide signification, embracing all the physical, intellectual and
moral training by which a hawan beimng 18 prepared, during the
years of childhood and youth, for the responsibilities and achieve-
ments of maturer life, there is to be said, that the history of man-
kind knows no period when it has not received a measure of
attention, and that there is left but little to be gleaned by an
inquirer proceeding aceording to the time-honored methods. Nor
let 1t be said in depreciation of the aims and results of those who
spend their strength in hewing out sume Jefinite form from the
quarry, that these fall short in digmtv and import of the true
philosophv of edncation. It is simply the aggregation of these
individual achievements which marks the difference between the
Education of the present and the Education of the past; and if
any one here can place a new plank, or relay an old one, in the
bridge by which the inind of man passes over from a state of
ignorance to a state of knowledge, so that this task ean be more
easily and quickly performed, let him know that he is registeged in
the list of the real (even though they are the unrecognized) bene-
factors of mankind.

At the conclusion of the President’s address, brief bnt stirring
speeches were d-livered by Professor Higgins, of Acadia College,
oue of the Provincial Examiners, Hon. Samuael Creelnian, of the
Council of Public Instruction, Dr. J. R. Inch, President of Mount
Allison College, Principal Calkin of the Normal School, Hon.
Senator L. G. Power, and other gentlemen.

At the forenvon session on Friday, Professor Tufts, of Acadia
College, delivered an admirable address on History and the mode
of teaching it, selecting Grecian history for purposes of illustration.
He recommended teaching history by topics and combining litera-
ture with it ; alsv composition and discussions on history. The
address was an eminently practical one. .

A lengthy discnission followed on Merit Cards, opened by D. H.
Burbidge, Esq., A.M.

The following resolution, moved by the Secretary, A. McKay,
Esq., seconded by A. H. McKay, Esq., A. M., Principal of Pictou
Academy, was adopted :

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention it would be for
the interest of education that Teachers’ Institutes be held regu-
larly in different parts of the province, and that hereafter tius
Association be held under laws and regulations prescribed by the
Couuuu of Public Instruction.

The Association was engaged during a portion of the afternoon
session in the election of officers for the ensuing year—a list of
whick we omit for want of space. The regular exercises of the
Association were resumed by B. Russell, Eeq., A.M., barrister-at-
law, who read a paper on the subject of the Teaching and Study of
Classics in tite Common Schools, which he said could be defended
on grounds of utihty alone, but the advocacy of which he would
prefer to undertake on higher grounds than those of mere utility.
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He alluded to the necessity for a higher standard of taste on the
poart of the gemoral public, and spoke of tho success ot what he
termed literary impostors, asshowing a want of discrimination and
sound taste on the part of the v:blic. He seemud to think that
this state of things could be improved by sotting the children in
tho public schools at the study of Latin and Greck, in addition to
tho tasks witi. which they are already bir~dened, and wound up by
alluding to the marvellous course of education prosocuted by John
Stuart Mill, under the eyo of his father, as proving that classical
studies might profitably be commenced at a vory early ago.

Then followed tho reading of & paper on “ Huw to Teach Vocal
Music in Common Schools,” by Mr. Christie, of the Truro Normal
School. [t was listened to with close attention.

The President occupied tho chair at the evening session, and
introduced Rev. Dr. McKnight, Principyl of the Presbyterian Theo-
logical Hall, who delivered a very comprehonsive and forcible ad-
dress on * Courses of Study.” The subject served the learned
Professor as a basis on whirh to found many wise and onginal
romarks, as well as mnch discriminating criticism. Tha intsrest
of this session was enhanced by vigorous nddresses frum Rev.
Messrs. Dunr and Pitblade, Principal Calkin, and A. McN. Pat.
terson, Esq., formerly of the Acacia Villa Seminary. The Associa
tion adjourned on Saturduy morning. Want of space precludes
veference to several interesting discussions which oecupied its at-
tention.

The regular semi-annual meeting of the Senate of the Univer-
sity of He' "ix took place on Uecember 26th and 27th, in the
Legislative Assembly Room. There were present, the Chancellor,
Rev. Principal Ross, D.D, Professor Lawson, Ph. D., Rev. Princi-
pal McKnight, D.D., Rev. T. J. Daly, M.A., Rev. R. McDonald,
M.A., Hon. P. C. Hill, D.C.L., Professor Higugins, M.4., Hen. E.
Facrall, M.T).. D. Allison, LL.D., Superintendent of Education,
President Inch, LL.D., Hon. L. G. Power, LL.B., Rev. E. M.
Ssunders, M.A., R. S. Black, M.D.,, A. F. Reid, M.D., Hon.
Judge Johnston, M.A., Rev. D. Honeyman, D.C.L., Rev.T. A.
Higgins, M.A. '

The principal transactions were :—

1. The Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor, the Superinteudent of
Education, Prof. Lawson and Hon. L. G. Power were appointed a
committee to report upon the advisability of altering the dates of
sume of the examinations for 1880 and succeeding years.

2. It was resolved to accept the matriculation examnations of
the University of Toronto as equivalent to that of this University,
and the Grade A license from the Council of Public Instruction of
Nova Scotia in lieu of tue certificate of matriculation of this Um-
vers'ly.

3. The enmmittee appointed on the previous day to select sub-
jects for Examination in Claasics, English, Modern Languages and
Hebrew, for 1881, reported. Tho report was adopted, and the sub-
jects selected will be published in the Calendar for 1879.

4. I was resolved that in all cases where local examinations are
held 11 places outside the City of Halifax, they shall be conducted
by sub-e¢xaminers appointed by the Senae, but not resident in the
localities whera the examinations are being held and not connect-
ed with the institutions whose students are being examined.

The new High School building of the city of “alifax, pre-
viously described in our notes, was formally ovened on Jan-
uary T7th. The wagnificent lecture hall wae filled with &
most influential and deeply interested audience. Speeches
approyriate to the occasion were delivered by the Chairman of
the Board of School Commissioners, J. J. Brennen, Esq., the
Superintendent of Education, His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor,
His Lordship the Bishop, Chief Justice Sir Wm. Young, and the
Rev. Chancellor Hil. DMuch enthusiasm was excited on the
occasion.

A revised Syllabus of Examination, and some additional and
modified regulations regarding the examination ot candidates for
Provincial Licenses have been published in neat pamphlet form by
authority of the Council of Public Instruction. Copies, we under-
stand, may be obtained from the Inspectors.

It is reported that the Rev. W. 8. Darragh has resigned the In-
spectorship of Cumberland County, on account of ill health,

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

A large meeting was held in the Normal School Hall on the Fri-
day evening previous to the beginning of the Christmas holidays,
at which addresses were delivered by several gentlemen who have
always taken a deep interest in educational affairs. The Principal
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of the Normal School ocoupied the chair. The Rov. Dr. Murray,
who was formorly a momber of the Bourd of Education and ex-
aminor for teachers’ licenso, referred, in o plain, sonsib'e specch, to
tho efforts which were being made to raise the educationnl stafus of
the lslany, and pointed to o future wlien the peoplo would bo proud
of their schools. Thoe Hon. W. D. Stowart addressed the studoents
of tho Normal Schouol, pointing out to them the importance of
the work in which they wore about to engage ; and, in referring to
oducational chauges, hoped that the time was not far distant when
tho Prince of Wales Collego would be developed into an institntion
for youn,_ ladios as woll as for young men. The Rev. Mr. Lathorn
coné;mtuiated the Island on tho progress which had already been
made, and gave somo good advice to the large aund attentive audi-
once on educational affairs.

The new school in Summerside has been opened ana organized,
with Mr Neil McLeod as Principal and soven assaciate teachers.
The scheols there have been re-graded smce the opening of tho new
building. and thus all dissatisfaction hus disappeared.

Thoe P.ovinclal Examination of teachers was held during the
woek preceding Christmas. There were over forty successful can-
didates, nutwithstanding the fact that many of the questions were
beyond the scope prescrmbed for examination. .

Our admirable system of education, as worked ont in accordance
with the provisions of the now School Act, is fast bringing forth
good fruit. Ouly a little more thun two years ago the public schools
of the City of Charlottetown were a reproach to civilization ; to-
day, they are such as larger cities might well be proud of. The
numerous advantages of the graded system are every day beiny
made more abundantly manifest. And to Mr. Harper, the efficient
Principal of the Normal School—to whom was entrusted the ardu-
ous duty of grading the city schools, and who still exercises super-
vision over them~—is justly due no small share of oredit for the
present high standing of the schools. .

The Christmas Examination of the Prince of Wales Colloge took
place on Thursday, the17th Decombor. The attendance of students
was about fifty, and in the examination of the several classes they
acquitted themselves creditably. The examination was conducted
by the professors of the colloge and Mr. Caven. At the close the
students presented Messrs. Anderson, Alexander and Lepage with
addresses and valuable Christmas gifts. Mr, Caven, Chicf Justice
Palmer, Sir Robert Hodgson, Judge Hensley, Rev. Mr. Lathern
aud Hon. L. B. Davies complimented the students very warmly on
the progress they were making, and encouraged them to persevere
until they had reached distinction. The Chief Justice showed the
advantage of good reading, and intimated that he would give a
prize of a silver watch to the best reader at the next midsummer
examination.

MANITOBA.

Tho following ia the report of the Christmas Esxamination in St.
Johu’s College :—

THEOLOGICAL COURSE.

Greek Testament.—I1. Class—R. Machray, Jas. C. Fleti, A. G.
Pinkham, W. A. Burman.

Church History and Articles.—1I. Class—W, A. Burman.

Creed (Pearson).—I. Cluss—R. Machray, W. A. Burman.
Class.—J. C. Flett, A. G. Pinkman.

ART8 COURSE.

Homer.—1. Class—L. J. Clarke, R. Machray, R. R. F. Bauna-
tyne, W. T. B. Kennedy, R. McLennan, A. G. Pinkman,

Sallust.—I. Class—R. R. F. Bannatyne, W. Kennedy, R. Mach-
ray, L. J. Clarkg, R. McLennan, IIL. Class—A. G. Pinkman.

Latin Prose Composition.—I, Class—W. Kennedy, R. R. F,
Bannatyne, L. J. Clarke, R. Machray. 1. Class—R. McLennon,
A. G, Pinkmar.

Pro. Archia.—I1. Class—-R. R. F. Bannatyne, W. Kennedy, L.
C. Clarke, equal ; R. McLennan, R. 3achray, equal. IY. Class—
A. G. Pinkham.’

Macbeth.—I. Class- -R. Bachray ; ®. R. F. Bannatyne, L. J.
Clarke, A. G. Pinkham, equal. 1I. Class—W. Kennedy, R. Mec-
Lennan.

Green's History.—I Class—R. R. F. Bannatyne, R. Machray, L.
J.Clarke. II. Class.—A.G.Pinkham, R. McLennan, W, Kennedy.

Prench.—1. Class—R. R. F. Bannatyne, L. J. Clarke, R. Mach-
ray. 1. Class—W, Kennedy, R. McLennan, A. G. Pinkman.

Arithmetic,—I. Class—L. J. Clarke, R. McLennan. JI. Class
—W. Kennedy, A. G. Pinkham, R. Mlachray, R. R. F. Bannatyne.

Euclid.—1. Class—L. J. Clarke, R. McLennan, W. Kennedy.

I1.

— - —— e ——————— e+ v — -

I1. Class—R. Machray, R. R. F. Bannatyne. I1Il. Class—A. G.
Pinkham.

Algebra.—11, Class—R. McLenunan, L. J. Clarke, R. Machray,
W. Keimedy, A. G. Pinkham, R. R. F. Bannatyne.

Special.—J  C. Flett, Homer Clags 11, Sallust Class 1., Pro.
Archia Class 11., Latin Proso Class L., Green's History Class 11.,
Euclid Class I11.

Hotier Mathematics,—1. Class, R. Machri.y, W. Kounedy.

Tho College re-oponed on the 15th January.

‘Tho following resolution respecting the Priucipal of Wirnipeg
public schools was adopted by the Buard of Education, at 8 meut-
ing held on 8th January :—

Moved by tho Superintendent, scconded by Mr. Mulvey, That
inasmuch as Mr. M. J. Fletcher, Principal of the Winnipeg public
schools, whose examination commenced Docember 26th, was so ill
that ho was unable to proceed with the work of examination—the
medical cestificate which had been submitted to the Board corrob-
orating his own statemonts as tu his health ; resolved, that hus ex-
aminaton must be resumed, or, if ho prefers it recommeunced,
either on the 20th or on the 27th January, and cumpleted ; that a
certificate in accorGance with the rerults of said examination be
granted to him ; ard that his interim certificate be extended to the
present month. Carried.

Mr. Fletcher has chosen to recommence his examination oa the
27th January, and the Board of Schoul Trustees tor the city hos
decided at a meeting held on the 14th inst, to extend the time
within which his agreement is to be signed to the first Monday 1n
February,

The following repurt was unasaimously adopted by the Board at
its last meeting :—

To the Protestant Section of the Buard of Education :

GENTLEMEN,—Your committce have had under consideration the
question of defraying the travelling expenses of the members of the
Board who reside in the country, when attending meetings of the
Board, and would recommend :—

1st. That the Board meet for the transaction of general business
once every three months, viz. : on the first Thursday in February,
May, August and November, of which public noticeshall be given ;
and that the executive committee be empowered to deal with such
matters as require immediate attention during the intervals.

2ud. That ten cents per mile be granted to all members who re-
side over four miies from the place of meeting.

Respectfully,
Tnoyas HART,
W. N. KENNEDY,

Winnipeg, Jan. 8th, 1879. W. CypriaN PiNgHaAN.

Mr. Forget, a schoo: teacher, has recently been appointed Super-
intendent of Education for Roman Cetholic schools, i the room of
of Mr. Elie Tasse, who has resigned. Mr. Forget is a brother of
Lieut. Governor Laird’s private secretary..

ANSWERS TO QUERIES.

11. I have taught for several years on a second-class certificate ob-
tained at the Normal School; can I write for a first-class certificate
without attending the Normal School again? E. S. D., Chatham.

Yes.

12, May second-class candidates not attending a High School take
the Lafin or French course at the examination in 1879 ¢

Yes.

18. What is the programme in French for the Muwsummes exami-
nations ? A STUDENT, Cambray.

The Accidence and principal rules of Syntax; Exercises,
DeFivag’ Introductory Fren~h Reader, pp. 1-49; oither Souvestre,
un Philosophe sous les toits, I—VIII, or Emile de Bonunechose,
Lazare Hoche, chapters I. and IL.; re-translation of easy passages
into French ; rudiments of conversation.

14 What are the gqualifications necessary for a Public School
Tnspector in Ontariv ? S., Montreal.

Tirst Class Provinoial Certificate, Grade A.

Or, a degree with honors in Arts from an Ontario University,
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and at lenst five years' experience in toaching a High or Public
School in Ontario.

(The qualtfications meutioned would not be sufficient.)

15. I contracted uath a Board of Trustees (on the 21st day of Ang.
1877), to teach for onc helf-year from the datc of agreement, at
the ratc of 8800 per annnm, it beang wnderstood that the agreement
showld terminate on the SIst of Decannwr,  In January of 1878 «
new agreement was drawen up.  Can I collect S150 for the lime
between 2lst dugust, 1877, and 3Lt December of same year?

SusscriBER, Pembroke.

If the ngreoment stated that our ** half-year ™ engagement wus
to torminate on December 31st, rou con collect 8150,  1f not, you
should not expect it. .

1. Should we follow Mason and «ll the Sed Pero Pro demonstra-
tives ?

2. Whose teaching shudd we follo o as 1egards the other pranowns,
Mason's or Morris's ¢

8. Does not Mason lay duwn the rele that **as”
cither adverbs or conjunctive adverbs?

and “than are

SUBSCRIBLR,

(1.) Yes.

(2.) It would be better to adopt Mason’s.

{3.) *As” is sometimes an *adverb” (demonstrative), and
sometimes a ** conjunctive or relative adverb,” eg., He did it as
well as I conld do it. Tho first «s is an adverb, modifyiug *“ well:”
the second «s is o ** conjuuetive adverb,” joining the two sentences
and modifying * well,” the clause in full boing **as woll as I
could doit!”

4. Should a verb in the subjurctive mood wirth « singular sulject

be of singular or pheral form ?
MacisTER, Bridgetown, N.S.

4.0 As the form of the subjunctive for the three persous of each
number is the sanie, the number of the subject cannot possibly
affect it, e.y., Wo use the same form ‘“be” or * wero ™ for the
present and the past respectively, whether the subject nomina-
tive be of the singular or the plural number.

5. In Pleasures of Hope, who are called Friends of the world? Why
does the poet so catl them ?

6. I what sense is the word “ man ™ wseld in the Srd line and
Coretwrn” i the 7th line ?

7. What is meant by Sarmatia’s tears of blood atone ?

8. Why s Freedom printed with a capital letter ?

A AL AL

(5.) Friends of the World. ‘This opithet seews to be applied to
those addressed in the previous lines, Or they may be taken in
a general seuse as denoting all who have siriven to foster political
ireedom.

(6.) Man. In the sense of mankiud. Wield your swords once
moroe in the interests of mankind. Return : The poet expresses a
pious wish that cither of the champious of freedom—Tell or Bruce
—were once again in our midst to fight the battles of Freedom.

(7.) Sarmatia was the classic namo for Poland.

(8.) Freedom. The word is spelled with « capital so as to give
prominence to the ides, or in consequence of the employment of
personification.

9. If a teacher teach from Janwiry up to the smnmer vacation, can
he collect pay for vacation if he docs not hold quarterly examina-
tions?

TEACHER, Lennox.
Yes.

10. Can a person holding a first-lass Normal School certificate, ob -

tained in 1868, writc for a first or second, say next summer, without
attending the Normal School for another term ?

SusscriBer, Collingwood.
Yes.

EXTRACTS FROM THE ANNUAL REPURT OF THE EDU.
CATION DEPARTMENT OY ONTARIO FOR THE
"YEAR 1877.

RECEIPLS AND EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC SCHUUL MONEYS.

Receipts.— 1. "The amowt apportioned from the Legislative grant
was 8251,962 —mcrease, $2,006. [I'ho apportionment is made to
the sevoral Counties, Townships, Cities, Towns, and incorporated
Villages, according to the ratio of the population in cach, as com-
pared with the whole population of the Province. The principle
of distribution is acconding to the averago attendance and the time
of keeping open the Schools, Public and Separate, in each Munici-
pality.

: 2. The amount apportioned from the Legislative grant (through
the Educational Depository: for the purchase of maps, apparatus,
prize and library books, was $18,104—decresse, $2,615.

3. The amount from County Municipal Assessmont was $868,-
305, showiug an increase of 865,144,

4. The amount available from Trustees’ School Assessment was
§1,664,126—increase, $10,652.

5. The amount from Clergy Reserves Doneys, ard from other
sources, applied to School purposes in 1877, was ¥730,687—de-
crease, $45,0657.

6. 'The Total Receipts for all Public School purposes for the year
1877 amounted to §3,422,185, showing an increaso of $29,629 over
tho total receipts of the preceding year.

Expenditure.-~1. Tho amount paid by trustces for salaries of
teachers in 1877 v - 2,038,099—increase, $199,778. This is the
Iargest increaso ur.  this item that has ever taken placo in any
one year since the esvablishment of our present school system ; and
taken in connection with a marked advance in the higher grade of
certificates wounld seem to prove the complete success of the efforts
Intely made to improve the professional status, and raise the
remuneration of the Public School Teacher.

2. Formaps, globes, prize bouks and libranes, 8$47,689—decroase,
81,642, The Legislative aid given to trustees (through the Edu-
cational Depository) for these objects was 818,104,

3. Forrent and repairs of School-houses, &c., 8510,457—increase,
821,671. .

4. For sites and building of School-houses, 8477,392—decrease,
8162,872. TFor several years after the passage of the School Act of
1871, a large amount was yearly oxpended in the erection of new
school-houses, so that the country is now tolerably well supplied
with them. A decreaso of thisitom may therefore bo expected for
some years to come. *

5. Total expenditure for 21l Public School purposes, $3,073,489
—increase, $67,033.

S§CHOOL POPULATION, AGES OF PUPILS, PUPIIS ATTENDING PUBLIC
SCHOOLS, AVERAGE ATTEND \NCE.

The Statute requires that the trustees’ re urn of School popula-
tion shall include the entire number of children resident in their
School Division ; and it confers the equal right of attending the
Schools upon all residents in such divisions, between the ages of
five and twenty-one yeuars.

1. The School population (comprising only children botween the
ages of five and sixteen yecars) reported by trastees, was 494,804—
decrecse, 7,446.

2. The number of pupils between the agesof five and sixteen
yedrs attending the Schools was 469,241—increase, 4,877. Num-
ber of pupils of other ages attending the Schools, 2,619-—decrease,

4,554. Total number of pupils attending the Schools, 490,860—
incrense, 323

3. The number reported as not attending any School is 15,974.
These were between the ages of seven and twelve years, which are

the ages fixed by the Statute during which all the children of a
School Division should be instructed in some School.

4. The average attendance, viz., the aggregate daily attendance,

divided by the legal number of teaching days in the year, was
217,184~—increase, 4,701,
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RELIGIO 8 DENOMINATIONS, CERTIFIUVATES,
TEACHERS.

3. Number of Teachers, Male and Female.~In the 5,140 schovls
reporied, 6,468 teachers have been omployed—incrense, 283 ; of
whom 3,020 are male teachers—increase, 240 ; Yind 3,448 fomales—
increase, 43. It will thus be seen that there are aboat 400 more
female than male toachers.

2. Religious Perzuasions of Teachers.~Under this head there is
little variation. The teachers are reported to ho of the following
persuasions (~Church of Eugland, 972—increase, 30 ; Church of
Rome, 8l12—increase, 33 ; Presbyterians, 2,022—increase, 148
Mothodists, 2,005—incrense, 32 ; Baptists, 348—increase, 4 ; Con-
grogationalists, 97 —ncrease, 23; Luthoraus, 30; Qunkers, 17;
Chnistians and Disciples, 62; reported as Protestants, 4 ; Ply.
mouth Brethren, 4; Unitarians, 5 ; other persuasions, 40. )

Of 812 teachors of the Church of Rome, 478 are employed in the
Public Schools, and 334 are teachers of R. C. Separate Schools.

3. Teachers’ Certificates.—Total number of cortificated or liconsed
teachors roported is 6,468 —incrouse, 83 ; Provincial Certificates,
1t class, 260—incrense, § ; 2nd clnss, 1,304—increase, 103 ; County
Board Certificates of the Old Standard, Ist class,371 —decrease, 1;
second class, 134—decrease, 5 ; 3rd class, 14 —decrease, 37 ; Now
County Board, Srd class Certificntes, 3,926 -increase, 238 : Intorim
Uertificates, 469—decrease, 24.

4. Adnnual Salaries of Teackers.—The highest salary paid to a
male teacher in u County, 8800—the lowest, $100; in a City, the
highest, 81,000—the lowest, 8450 ; in a Town, the ighest, 81,100
the lowest, 8300, The average salary of male teachers 1 Counties
was 8379—of female teachers, §260; in Cities, of male teachers,
2735—of female toachers, 307 ; in Towns, of male teachers, $683;
—of fomale teachors, §269. The average increase of male teach-
ers’ salaries fur the Province during 1877 is $14 per male teacher,
812 per female teacher.

ANNUAYL SALARIER OF

REVIEWS.

Hanrper's Montiry.  February. This is decidedly a fine num-
ber. In addition to the Editor's Easy Chair, Editor's Drawer, and
Literary, Historical and Scientific Records, it contains the following
articles :—

Treasures of the Degp. ~J. C. BEARD.,
With Sixteen Ilustrations by the Author.
Rambles in the South of France (Concluded).~$. G. W. BEN-
JAMIN, .
With Twenty Nlustratiors,
Our Travelled Parson.—WiL Carrtox,
With Tarce Illustrations by ABNEY,
Admiral Hiram Panlding. —'ommander R. W, Miapg, U. 8. N,
IVith Portrait.
A Picture aml n Parable.—Hernexy W, Lubprow,
At the Mouth of the Amazon.—M. Mavnis,
With Firteen INustrations.
Moonshiners, A Story.--Jom. EsToN 00KE.
With T'wo Hlustrations by REINEART,
Song.—~Er12aBETH STUART PRELPS.
Winter Sports in Canada. —FREDERICK G, MaTHER,
With Nine Illustrations.
OLp Freamisu Masrens, VI. Roger Vander Weyden. VII, Jacques
Jordaens. VIII. Erasmus Quellyn. IX. Frank Snyders.
With Seven Illustrations.
Education by Hand.—Honace . ScODDER.
With Four Illustrations.
Young Mrs. Jardine. A Novel.—Dixan Muroca-CRratk.
Mendelssohn’s Letters to Madame Moscheles
A Story of the Plague.—Resecca Hanpine Davis.
French Farmers.—PrEsr EarLe GiBBoxs.

LEducation by Hand, Treasures of the Deop, and Winter Sports in
Canada will be of deep interest to Canadian teachers.

Tuae ContEMPORARY Review. January. This standard maoga-
zine is full of interesting and instructive rending. There are ex-
cellent articles on Atheism and the Church; the progress of
Socialism in England, Afghanistan and the Punjaub ; the Aleohol
Question, with conterporary life and thought, and several other
good articles of more restricted interest.

The marvellous beauty of the illustrated magazines of this

country is attracting attention throughout the world. The edition
of S¢ribner in England has doubled within & few months., The
London correspondent of the New Yurk Times gays: ¢ The whole
lot of magazine annuals {(English) put together, are not equal in
pictorinl art to a single number of Seribner’s Monthly.”” But the
prico at which our magazines are sold is even a greater marvet.
For axample, & single number of Seribner, ¢ The Midwinter Num-
ber,” just issued, has a full-page frontispiece portrait of Emerson,
of rare excellence, and contains one hundred nud sixty pages of
letter-press, with moroe than seventy illuatrations; many of which
are works of art such as heforo the advent of Scribner appearod
only in gift-works and purely art magazines, and yet it iz sold for
3h eents. Tho subseribers for the curront year get, in Scribner, not
only four of theae full-paged portraits of American poets, and
nearly two thousand pages of text (equal to 5,000 book pages) of
the choicest current literature, with more than 1,000 illustratious,
inclnding a completed novel, * Haworths,” by Mrs. Burnett, but
shorter stories, pooms, reviows, descriptions of travel, biographi-
cal sketches, ete., and also the splendid series of papers and
pictures of exploration in the great South American empire of
Drazil.

St Nrcuor.as, Prof. Proctor, the Astronomer, writes from Lon-
don : * What a wonderful magazine it is for the young folks! Our
children are quite as much delighted with it as Amorican children
can be. I will not say they are more delighted, as that may not
be possible.” St. Nicholas is sold for 25 conts a number, andt
fourteen numbers (November, 1878, to 1880) are given for §8. At
first glance one would say, literature, art and cheapuness can no
further go—but in this country intellizence is so widespread, and
artistic enlturo is so extended, that there isscarcely any end to the
demand for such magazines as Seribuer’s for grown-ups and St
Nicholas for children, and, as the sale of these publications in-
creases, their conductors will no doubt continne to add new fen-
tures of excellence and attraction. ScriBNer & Co.. 748 Broad-
way, New York.

Tuar ATrnaxTic MoxTHLY for February has an unusual variety.
Serial and short stories, poems, travel-sketches, eriticisms, reminis-
cences,—indoed, almost every kind of article suited for a popular
magaziae is included. Teachers will be specially interested in
Reminiscences of Bayard Taylor, Musicians and Musie Lovers, In-
ternational Copyright by Judicial Decision, and Recont Literature.

The EpucaTioNal. WEEKLY, Chicago, and the NEw ENgGLAND
JournaL oF EpucaTioN are excellent weekly publications for teach.
ers desiring an interchange of ideas on School work.

ExorisH History IN SHoRT Storiks. New York, 4. S. Barnes
& Co., 111 Willian St.  The body of the book consists of brief
skotches of the sovereigns of England, and outlines of the leading
events of their reigns. These are written 1n a clear, definite style,
and the characters and events fairly estimated. A short sketch of
the chief features of the British Constitution is given. A very val-
uable chapter is given which is commonly omitted in English His-
tories. It contains very clear explanations regarding, The Sove-
reign, The Crown; Parliament; The Nobility, Baroncts, Knight-
hood, in all their grades; The Cabiunet; The Privy Council; The
Royal Household ; The Queen’s Body Guard ; Heraldry, &e., &c.
A valuable appendix to the work contains descriptive sketches of
the counntries of Great Britain and Ireland.

ART NEEDLEWORK, FOR DECORATIVE EMBroIDERY. Edited Dy
Lucretia P. Rale - 8. W, Tilton & Co., 50 cents. In Englond Art
Needlework has long been carefuli, taught. Those who visited
the Contennial must have been forcibly strnck with the artistic
designs and beautiful oxecution of the laces and tapestries done by
the Queen and the membars of her household, especially the Prin-
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cess Louise. S, W. Tilton & Co. deserve much praise for publish-
ing a series of works on Art Needlework, and other dopartinents of
industeind art. Tlus book 1s o reprint of an English work, with
numerous additions relating more cspecially to Amenca. The
history uf embroidery 18 sketched ; the materals and implements
used are described; thin methods of doing various stitches are
taught; harmony of color and original designing are discussed ;
and a few patterns described. Lady teachers and their friends do
a great deal of fancy work. Would it not be well to do work ofn
high and truly artistic character—work that would live after them ?
Any iady who purchases tlus work, or has a copy presented to her
will be a better woman if she reads 1t earefully.

Appletor’s Jowrnal for February is an unusually good number of
an excellent perivdical. A bure exanunation of the table of con-
tents would cunvey a very inadequate 1dea of its ments, for the
titles of magazine articles are often nusleading. There are several
papers which have a real plulusuplieal value, such as one by Lord
Houghton “ On Certant Preseut Phenomens of the Imngination,”
one by Mr. W. H. Mullock, on * Iutulerance and Persecution,”
anl cne by Mr. W. R. Greg, entitled ** Venfy Your Compass.”
The chapter from Mr. Spencer Walpole's new History of English
Literature” is deeply interesting, the subject bemng treated from a
new point of view, and in a style ditfering from all that have pre-
ceded it.  The most curious paper s that on = The Shakesperian
Myth,” by Mr. Appleton Morgun, who proves to lus own satisfae-
tion, following Judge Iolmes, that Shakespeare was simply a
theatricalmanager and playwright, like Wallock or Daly, or perhaps
Dion Boucicault; that he never wrote the great dramas which bear
his name, but merely adapted for the stage the productions of
others; and that the probabilitie. are strungly in favceur of the
finer passages having been written by Lord Bacon or Sir Walter
Ruleigh. It is impossible to deny the authors of this hypothesis
—Mr. Morgan being only an exponnder and defender of it—the
credit of ingenuity, but 1t must be confessed that they have some
work to do in their capacity of iconoclasts before they succeed in
demolishing the popular idol, the ideal Williamm  Shakespeare.

THe Popurar Sciexce Moxtiny ror Fepruary. Prof. Emil
du Bois-Reymond opens the February P opular Science Monthly
with an able article entitled “ Darwin vs. Galianl,” in wlueh the
rival doctrines of flevlogy and natr=d selectina are diseussed and
compared in a very instractive aud dispassionate way.  Prof. Jos.
Le Conte follows with his second and concluding paper on the
¢ Scientific Relations of Suciolugy to Bivlogy,” pointing out in tiis
article the true pusition of Suciolugy as the chiet of all the sciences.
“ The Crystallization of Gold, Silver, and other Metals,” by Thos.
J. Gregan, is an illustrated and untechmeal account of the various
beantiful erystalline shapes taken by some of the precious metals,
and the conditions under wluch the phenomena occur. In the
next article, * Hirbert Spencer before the Faghish Copyright Com-
mission,” we have some strong common sense forcibly applied to a
very imporlant question.  ** The Tormation of Mountains” is an
illustrated account of a series of experiments performed by Prof.
Alphonse Favre, of Geneva, to show the formation of the great ir-
regularities ¢f the earth’s surface by means of lateral thrust and
crushing due to the process of coohing. People who believo in
“ bumps,” as well as those who would lucace the mental faculties
o httle deeper than the sealp, will b 1uterested 1 The Old Phre-
nology and the New,” by Dr. Andrew Wilson.  The departments
are all good, the Editor’s Table and Popular Miseellany espeeially
so. New York: D. Appleton & Co.  T'ifty cents per number, 85
per year.

Cramsers’ ExcrLisi READERs.
and Edinburgh.

W. & K. Chambers, London
The series, as far as issued, consists of two

THE CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

primors and threo renders. Thoy arc edited by J. M. D. Moeikle-
john, M.A., Professor of Bdueation in the University of St.Andrews.
They aro profusely illustrated. That the child may get ideas bofore
words, one sound, aygd only one, is given for the same vowel in the
primer. The teachers are strongly advised not to give the names
of the 1etters until the necessity for the names arises in the minds
of tho pupils.  The seclections are vory judiciously made. We
would bo pleased to know that the primers were in the hands of
overy teacher in Canada. *Probably those sceptics who eneer at
phonic teaching as a *Yankeo” innovation would be disposed to
pay some attontion to so distinguished an authority as Professor
Meiklejohn,

First Faexcen Reaping LEessoxs, ombracing the relation of
Euglish to I'rench, and the word formation in the French language
intended to facilitate the acquireraont of an extensive vocabulary,
with grammatieal, idiomatic and general notes by Alfred Honbe-
quin, M.A., Instructor in French and Germaa in the University of
Michigan. Ann Arbor Printing and Publishing Company, Ann
Arbor, Michigan. Price £1.50; special copies bound in paper for
teachers, 50c.

These “realding lessons” are intended as a substitute for ronders
in both schools and colloges. The main aim of the author is to
make reading a most helpful means of acquiring an extensive
vacabulary, and reviewing the most important grammatical prin-
ciples of the language.

The following estract from the preface will explain some of the
advantages this work may claim over the numerous Readers'in
present use:

*There is ovidently more than one aim in view when the student
of the language makes o first attempt at reading.”

¢ 1t should be the means of acquiring a voeabulary,~of fixingin
the mind the grammatical principles aiready studied,—of gefting
an insight into the genius of tho langnage,—and finally of begia-
ning to speak French.”

« In nearly all the so-called ¢ Practical French Courses’ very little
is snid, if anything, of the rclation existing between the Freuch
and English words.  TLikewise nothing is said of the word-furma-
tion in the French language.”

“The English language contains more than nive thousand
French wards, or at least, closely resembling Fronch. Now, 1if we
add to this number, ore than ten thousand words that cau be
formed from other root-words—many of which lmve already been
learned by the siudent, before beginning to read—will it not seem
a very rational thing to devete a short time to thus special study—
the relation of English to French and the word-furmation in the
French language, before attemnpting to read at all? ™

“ Finally, we have avoided translating the idioms, as is usual in
Readers. Tho idioms have beon analyzed when possible, in such a
way as to fix them on the studont’s mind."”

@fficial ,glcpztrtnicnt.

The following circular to tiie School Inspectors has been sent from tho
oftice of the Minister of Education :—

«* Sir,—In some cases it has been found imporsible, from various
causes, or extranely onerous, fer Schoal Trustees to comply with the law
and regulations on Public Schools. In such cases it is not desirable or
expedient, in tho opinion of the Honorable Minister of Education, to
deprive the school of its share of the School Fund.

** The Minister, thercfore, rcquests that the circumstances of all such
cases should be fally reported to him by the Inspectors concerned, so that
he may be enabled to consider them, and to give tho necessary dircetions
in cach caso.

I havothe honor to be, sir, your obediont servant,
* ALEXANDER Manrnixe, Sec'y.

* Toronto, Dec. 26, 1878.”



