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¥ BE TRUE! *

according to the pattern of Christ Jesus. Follow it. Let

it be your perpetual guide. Let it direct you in your

outlooking and forelooking. We are in the image of
God, and are the children of God, who have been touched by the
Holy Ghost. Our life lies through matter, above matter, and
beyond matter; in time, through time, and beyond time. We
are children of immortality. Around us angels wait. The divine
ministrations of Providence work both outwardly and inward y
for us. God rules in our behalf. Heaven stands beckoning to us
w.th sweet and bounteous invitation. Be true to that manhood
which has immortality beyond it. Be true to that manhood
which has for its father, God ; for its friend, Christ ; for its light,
the Holy Ghost

“I exhort you to be true to yourself. Look up and behold
the Exemplar, Jesus Christ. Pattern upon him, and thus aim at a
better self than you can have here. Measure your life upon his
life Measure your soul upon his soul. Measure your disposi-
tion upon his disposition. Live so as, according to the strength
of your nature in comparison with his, to reproduce the life of
Christ in you. Live as Christ lived. Live for Christ. Then
divine manhood will almost be yours on earth, and will ripen
into divinity in the life that is to come.

“To the bountiful and blessed Providence that issues from
the Heart of Love, I commit you. Young men and maidens, look
1 beseech you, away from your lower selves, up to your spir-
itual and divine selves. Nay, look away from yourselves en-
tirely, to God. Fear him, and keep his commandments. That is
dil.”—Henry Ward Beecher.

L BE true to yourself as a man—as a Christian man—as a man
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Good Ministerial Resolutions

1 will seek to hecome personally acquainted with the young
people of my congregation and not simply be known by them.

I will endeavor to prove myself a true friend to each one
individually, and not be merely a professional counsellor to
everyone collectively.

I will be constantly alert to speak a geasonable personal
word for Christ whenever the opportunity occurs, and not be
content to confine my advice to the pulpit or to public religious
services.

I will make the best provision I can for the regular weekly
assemblage of my young people for intellectual instruction,
soclal intercourse, moral stimulus, spiritual culture, and Chris-
tian work.

1 will make an earnest use of the Bpworth League as the
soclety best constituted to meet the various needs of young
Methodists, and will seek to wisely guide them in making of
all its organization an unqualified success.

1 will be present at the weekly meetings of the League
unless extraordinary or unexpected duty calls me elsewhere,
and when in attendance, will do what 1 can to make the service
profitable to all concerned.

1 will, to this end, persuade my young people to take part
freely, to express their own thoughts in their own words on
the topic under consideration, and not form the habit of using
¢lippings from any printed help whatever in their programmes.

1 will seek thus, in public and private, by pulpit ministra-
tion, personal conversation, and pastoral fellowship, to lead
my young people to a conscious experience of salvation througn
fait, in Jesus Christ, and to public confession of personal
allegience to Him.

1 will endeavor so to instruct them in the teachings of
Seripture, the doctrines of the Church, the needs of the world,
and the claims of the kingdom of God, that they shall always
be loyal and devoted workers for the glory of Christ their
King, and ever follow Him by going about doing good.

An Honored Trio

The closing quadreunium has seen the passing of many
faithful Christian men from the ranks of earnest toll on
earth to the company of the glorified in heaven. Cana-
dian Methodism has been called to suffer more than cordinary
loss, for seldom Is any Church bereaved within so brief a
period of so many of its honored heads of Departments as
the Methodist Church has been during the past four years.

At the General Conference of 1006, Revs. Drs. Potts,
Withrow, and Sutherland, were all continued in the offices
for which they were so0 preeminently fitted, and in which
for &0 many years they had been signally useful. But
none of these grand men is with us for the General Con-
ference of 1910, In October, 1907, the honored General Secre-
tary of Bducation was borne to the tomb, and thousands
mourned the departure of John Potts who for full half a cen
tury.had been aniong the best beloved of Methodist ministers.
In November, 1908, the scholarly Christian gentleman whose
name had, for a whole generation, been assoclated with the
long line of invaluable Sunday School publications his genius
had created, was quickly summoned hence, and all that re-
mained of Willlam H. Withrow was laid away from mortal

sight. And now in the closing days of June, 1910, after a
gallant struggle, another glant falls, and at the end of fifty-
five years of generous service Alexander Sutherland, whose
name, synonymous with Methodist Missions, has been a house-
hold word as long as many of us can remember, is taken from
an honored plac® among us to 4 more honorable one above.

These thrée men, on whom four years ago was lald the
discharge of great duties, the fulfil of grave r bt
ties, have gone from their loved work, and to others has neces-
sarily beep given the direction of the enterprises they so long
had in hand.

Thank God for the sainted fathers! Their life-long labors
shall bear abundant fruit for generations to come, Thank God
for the succeeding sons! Their toil shall be in the zealous
spirit of the departed, and with some measure of their exem-
plary devotion shall God's work be continued.

Through divine grace, no lack of such earnest men as the

splendid trio named shall ever weaken the glorious, unbroken

cuccession of God’s human working forces, for to-day as ever
it is true, “God buries His workmen but carries on His
work.” Ours is a weighty obligation,—to maintain an honored
name, to prove .worthy successors of an heroic ancestry, to
prosecute a heaven-born enterprise,—but in the strength of its
fathers' God the young Methodism of the twentieth century
will prove itself true scion of a glorious stock.

The Dignity of Work

Work 1s a benediction, not & curse. It is man's normal
condition. It is the birthright of humanity. [t is at once a
condition and a prophecy of achievement. No man can succeed
without work, and to him who is generously devoted to his
labor a measure of success cannot be long dinied. The birth
of industry is simple and hically told in the
regarding the progenitor of the human race, “and the Lord God
took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to dress
and to keep it.” How suggestive is this verse. For the soil's
sake man is to be a cultivator. Earth demands his co-oper-
ation before she gives of her best. You can get something for
nothing, but that something fs most undesirable,—weeds,
thistles, unsightly and noxlous growths spring up .1 abound.
For his own sake man is to be a toller. As in the physical,
80 in the intellectual, the moral, the spiritual realms. Man's
powers and faculties develop by exercise. Indolence Is atag-
nation, and breeds disease that ends in decay and death. Thus
man was to “dress” the garden. But there is another word,
and it suggests that he was a keeper as well as a laborer. For
God's sake man is to “keep” the garden clean and productive.
Man is a steward, God is owner. Man holds in trust, God
alone has absolute right of possession. It is so everywhere
and In every duty. All true work means responsibility. For
the manner of doing it man shall give account. We cannot,
therefore, afford to slight or neglect our work. It is ours;
but it is also God's. For the doing of it He depends on us.
In the doing of it we find life’s highest honor, its truest
nobility, its essential meaning, its grandest opportunity, its
fullest glory. Only when we thus think of our work can we
esteem it aright, realize Its dignity, and perform it with
enthusiasm.

The difference between drudgery and privilege is here dis-
played. He that goes to his toll as a hireling will manifest

: “Your Bible is as big, and broad, and deep as your use of it.”
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a hired servant's spirit. He that enters into his labors as
a partner with God, will feel the heavenly exhilaration that
we conceive to have been in our Lord’s mind when he said,
“My Father worketh bitherto, and T work.” Let us not disap-
point our Master by seekiug for ourselves easler tasks, but
rather emulate Him and honor ourselves by doing thoroughly
the work at hand, for the call is not for workers by and by,
but now; and the opportunity is right at hand, not far distant
and removed. Only by constant hard work did David Living-
stone become efficient and achieve so much for God. Con-
cerning it, he wrote, “Looking back now on that life of toil,
1 cannot but feel thankful that it 1ormed such a material part
of my early education, and, were it possible, I should like to
begin life over again in the same lowly style, and to pass
through the same hardy training.” Such a spirit develops
a hero wherever it operates, It 18 needed still. Without it
you may be a drudge; but with it you become an expert, and
the circle of your industry realizes the dignity and nobility
of work for God as exemplified in your life of devoted service.

Young People and Their Bibles

Our chief fear is not that our young people may misread
the Bible, but that they will leave it unread. For one who
reads but does not understand it there are probably a thousand
who do not read it at all. Herein is real danger,—a closed
book. ‘Whe printed volume fis very common, never were
there more Bibles than now; but the beauties of the Word
are hidden from eyes blinded by more engaging sights, and
its message is dulled to ears dealened by more entrancing
sounds than it presents to the pre-occupied sl

Our first business is to arouse our youth to their paramount
need of the Bible, in itself, for itself and by itself. No sub
stitute will suffice. The multiplication of books purporting
to make clear the study of the Book of books 1s by no means
an unqualified good; the numerous increase of an almost un-
ending variely of publications for so-called Biblestudy is not
unquestionably wholesome, Many of them are but business
ventures prompted by a cemmercial spirit, and mol a few are
welcomed because they offer an easy road to the minimum
of necessary knowledge. Many of our Sunday School teachers,
Epworth League leaders, and other lay workers in the fields
of church activities, and not a few of our preachers, pay
vastly more attention to professional machine-made * helps "
than i3 most profitable for them. The same amount of time
spent directly with the Bible itself would be immeasurably
more beneficial. The urgent need of our times is not more
books @about the Bible on our shelves or in our hands, but
more Bible in our heads and hearts and homes.

No young person ¢an grasp the essential meaning of the
Seriptures and be held in the firm grip of God's Word of truth,
without being devotedly familiar with the Book iiself. He
may catch occasional glimpses of its beauty or feel a passing
emotion from its influence, by hearing or reading about it;
but until he knows it he can never truly enjoy its lifelight
or be really controlled by its saving and sanctifying power.
We need, not more readers who can repeat someone else's
opinions about the Bible, but more students who can state
clearly and positively as the result of their own study what
the message of the Bible is, And this message it is not im-
possible to obtain. Making all allowance for obscure passages
whose hidden meanings may not be clearly detailed, there is
not & book in the whole library of books but has a clear,
indubitable message for the honest, intelligent and careful
reader. But that book must be read, not trified with or
skimmed over as one hastily glances over the morning news-
paper. It must oe read, with purpose, with perseverance, with
prayer, for only by such a reading will the treasure new and
old be revedled, but from such readers the wondrous things
will not long be hidden.

No wonder the Bible is an unknown book,—it is not read
in this way. Young people! A verse for conscience sake, at
night, when tired eyes are drowsy With sleep, may be better
than nothing; but do not call that Bible reading, nor be satis-
fied with such culpable compromise. It may be a religious

EPWORTH ERA. 179
dut,’, but there is a religious misuse of the Bible as well as
« literary misuse of it. Be honest with the Book of God. Give
it an opportunity to show what it can do for you. Take it,
read it, ponder it, pray over it, and you will soon realize be-
yond a doubt, what its clear and imperative message to you is.

There is this peculiarity about God's Word,—you can
neither pray all the sense out of it on the one hand, nor study
all the meaning out of it on the other. Persons have tried
each plan and have failed; but no one can ever fail who both
studies and prays; studies as hard as if all depended on in-
tellectual research, prays as earnestly as if everything were
a matter of spiritual insight, Such a purpose is of far greater
moment than any mechanical “plan’ in Bible study. Any-
one may have it who will, and by it he may open any book
in the whole. It requires that you bring an inguiring mind,
an unblased judgment, a sincere heart, an obedient will, in
your study, and so it effectively prevents the preponderance
ol preconceived opinions or the bias of personal prejudices.

Try it! Try it with any book you please, nesis or Jonah,

Jeremiah or Job, Deuteronomy or Isalah, any Old or New
Testament book, Take Job for Instance. Do not unduly
con yourself at the outset w theories about the

patriarch, nor wonder how Satan came, or if he is identical
with the arch-fiend of the pit. Leave all these things alone,
for it matters not to you just now whether Job ever lived or
not. Hundreds have missed the sublime message of the book
because they have gone to wrangling over its literary form
Read the book, vead it till its cvery scene stands before you in
living reality, until its actors are living actors, and its facts
real facts, Only thus will you get the best things out of the
book, things worth while—better, far better than mere ammuni
tion for any polemic argument over the historicity of either
the patriarch or the book. The message will be borne with
irresistible conviction to your soul that a man can with
unselfish devotion serve God from disinterested motives, and
that if he does God will not forget him. And If your study
does not send you forth to a braver endurance of life's trials,
strong in a sustaining sense of the divine faithfulness, no
matter what other beauties you may see in the book, you have
missed what to thousands has been the glory of the whole
record. So with any other book. Read it, read it all, read it
through, over and over if necessary. Its message is there and
it is there for you. But be sure it Is the message you actually
want, and not any minor or controversial thing. Take Jonah
for instance. Really, the principal thing here is not, “Is
Jonah true?"” as much as “ What is the truth of Jonah ?"
Many men have rebelled against the message of the book be-
cause they have quibbled about the “whale.” Do you want
to know the truth? Read th: book, and you will rise from
your study seized at least with the profound conviction that no
person, not even you, can be recreant to trust, or prove truant
to a divine commission withont loss; and if your reading has
not impelled you to fidelity to God's call you have missed
the mark, and whether Jonah be true or not you have failed
to get the truth of Jonah., Such fallure means the saddest
loss of all, and is the most to be deplored for we fear it is the
most frequent.

8o our counsel is, read the Book, know Its message to you,
let its force and energy move you as God not man speaks to
you, and you will begin to realize what an open Bible is, and
how rich the feast it spreads before you. It has God's message
of life for you, its force and energy are for you, and no one
can deny your right to the truth thus potently declared to your
soul. Yours shall be the happy realization of its constructive
power In character and dominant guidance in conduct, It is
your possession and none can rob you of it if you but esteem
it to be your highest treasure whose wealth Is above rubies.
Beware a closed Bible, Cultivate the open Book. Study and
prayer will make God's message plain.

Ask your Epworth League president why an Era Agent
has not been appointed in your League. (See page 198), Ask
your Sunday School Superintendent why he has not ordered
the free Rally Day Programs for your Sunday School (See
page 181).

“The Bible is the best manual of success.”
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Child Nurture

By Rev. W. E. Thomas,
Harcourt,jN.B.

F the many relationships of life, that
O of parent and child is the nearest
and the most universal. The
relationship of husband and wife
may become severed, but that of
parent and child never. In as
suming this relationship the parent
places himself under lasting obligations
to his child. Human and divine law ae-
mands the faithful fulfilment of these
obligations, and no provision is made in
either for transferring them to others.
Chief among these obligations is that ot
training the child for citizenship among
men, and membership in the Kingdom ot
God. The parent stands in his relation
to his child, in a very important sense,
as the state and as God, and what the
child’s future will be ia his relation to
the state and to God will depend largely
upon the faithfulness of the parent in
carrying out these obligations.

The family, among the institutions of
nature, is in point of time and import-
ance the first, and the foundation of all
other institutions. The family is a king
dom within itself, with its divinely ap-
pointed crowned-heads, constitution and
laws,

Whatever a republican form of gov
ernment may be for the state, it should
never be introduced into the home. The
government of the family should be, as
far as it can be made such, a theocracy.

The state is doing, we believe, all that
it is within the province of the state to
do, to uphold the authority and govern-
ment of the home. But, that which con-
cerns us most, at present, is to know what
the Church is doing for the home and
family. In some things, we are glad to
know, she is doing much, but in other
things, of equal, if not of greater import-
ance, she is doing comparatively nothing.
It is clearly, we think, within the rights
of the Church and her duty, to provide
for the use of parents, cheap and ready-to-
hand literature, dealing intelligently with
the important questions of the duty of
parents to their children, child life and
ohild nurture. The Church should go even
further than that, and provide well quali-
fied teachers, male and female, to or-
ganize into classes the fathers and
mothers of our homes for plain, practical
instruction in these vital questions.
While every other department of life, in
church and state, is organized for prac-
tical work, no organized effort has yet
been made for the greatest cf all work,
that of reaching the parents in the home
with wise, practical instruction in child
life and child nurture, And the paiaful
result of this neglect is that many who
profess and call themselves parents,
know more about the nature and mneeds
of their dumb, domestic animals, than
they do about the nature and needs of
their children, How, then, with his
blank ignorance of the child’s nature
can the parent be expected to know what
or how to teach his child? Knowledge
of the child’s nature would determine for
the parent the nature of the training and
teaching to be given his child.

In the study of this life we should
learn to distinguish between that in
the child which belongs to his nature as
a child of our common humanity, and
that which he inherits directly from his
parents. The child, as a child of human-
ity, does not come into the world a
thief, or a liar, or a busy-body; but as
the child of certain parents he may be
born with these and other tendencies.
That which belongs to nls nature as
a child of humanity should be allowed

‘1 cannot hear

to develop along natural lines; while that
which he inherits from his parents must,
in many cases be checked, and in some
cases, totally suppressed. The parents
knowledge of his own nature and inherit-
ed tendencies should guiae him in the
training of his child. Where he 1s weak
in his owa character, he may expect
to find weakness in his child’s character.
The prophet, long ago, wrote: “As is the
mother, so also is the daughter.”

Again the parent ought to be able to
distinguish that in his child which be-
Irngs to his animal life from that vhich
selongs to his mental life, and that
which belongs to his mental life from
that which belongs to nis religious life.
It is just as natural to tue child's animal
life to want to fight the little boy across
the way, as it is for the lambs In the
fleld to want to fight; and the one
is no more a sign of carnality than the
other. In both, it is simply the overflow
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of the young animal life, and should be
treated as such. And when the little
boy looks up into your face and asks,
“Who made God?' and “Why he does
not kill the devil?” you are not to com-
clude that he is going to be a minister,
and a saintly one at that. Such ques-
tions omly Indicate an active, inquiring
mind, which may, if not wisely divided,
develop into unbelief and infidelity. The
religious life of the child will be the last
and the slowest to develop into real life,
not because of any lack of vitality, but
for one good reason at least, it has a long-
er life in which to develop than the others.
Great things grow slowly. Nothing in
the way of force should be used to hasten
growth, especially in the religlous life.
Keep the conditions favorable, and God
and nature will attend to the growth.
“Behold the lilies in the field, how they
grow."

When should this nurture of the child

August, 1910—4

begin? The undue modesty which has
grown up under our modern, social life,
prevents us from doing more than merely
suggesting the time, when of all times,
this work should begin. This is indicated
in Psalm 139: 15, 16, to which the reader
is referred. That is the time and place
where the foundations of life and char-
acter are laid, and If not laid there and
then for the truth and righteousness, they
never again can be lald under such fav-
orable conditions. Before the child is
born, the forces which make and mold his
character, and which will influence all his
after life, are in active operation. At that
time the child will respond to every im-
pulse of the mother's heart. As is the
mother during that period of the child's
life, so also will be the child. The nurtur-
ing that was given, during that period of
the child's life, which affected his moral
character, should be continued under, of
course, new ¢ nditions, immediately after
birth.

The avenues to the unconscious mind
are wide open, and impressions coming
through the eye and ear are being regis
tered upon the plastic brain, which will
in after life appear in open character
These avenues to the mind of the child
should be carefully guarded
during the early years of
his life.

Whai should the child be
taught? From the earliest
beginnings of his life he
should be taught to respect
his parents and those who
are older and wiser than him
self. Respect maturally and
easlily leads up to reverence.
To the little child his father
and mother are his gods.
Through his knowledge of
them, and what they are to
him, he is easily led up to
the love and tenderness of
God. Here the parent will
find abundant opportunities
for teaching his child the
goodness amd love of the
Heavenly Father,

Shall the child be taught,
as children used to be
taught, that he is a chilo of
the wicked one, and must be
converted just as an adult
sinner? To teach him such
would be to teach him false
hoods, for no child is of the
wicked one, needing conver-
sion to make him God's child
The little child is God's child
and the wicked one has no
right in him, nor should he
be allowed dominion over
him. Shall we teach our
child that If he 1s bad God
will not love him? Many a
chiM has been turned against
God in bitterness because
he has been taught such an untruth. The
glory of God's revelation is that he loves
us, not because we are good, but because
we need his love, Let the child be taught
from earliest infancy that he belongs to
God, that he is one of Christ's little
lambs, and that all the good things, and
all the bright and beautiful things that
come into his life are the gifts of his
Heavenly Father. Nothing should ever be
sald or done that would give the child
any other impressions than these.

If the child is a baptized child, which
he should be, he should be taught from in-
fancy up to regard himself as being,
with his parents, a member of the Church.
If baptism means anything, it means that
the baptized are In the church. But how,
with our present stupid system of Church
membership, can the child be taught that
without doing him harm? We talk about
the baptized child being in the Charch, but
a8 soon as he is old enough to understand

what you say for listening to what you are.”

Goagaiiacingal (R &
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ana be taught, we begin arranging d
planning to haye him join the Church.
And ten to one that as soon as the child
comes to know that he has been taught
what was not true, that he will resist
going into the Church. No wonder if the
child becomes confused and bewildered,
when the Church is so uncerw@in of her
ground. Let the child be taught that he
is in the Kingdom, and also a member of
the Church, and let the Church get out of
the fog and mist, into clear air

The manner or method of teaching 18,
perhaps, the most important feature in
the training of the child. There is as
much, if not more, in the how of teaching
than there is in the what to teach. Of the
two general methods, precept and example,
for tne child the latter is the most effec-
tive. Little, if any, teaching, which means
for the child tasks to be learned, should
be given before the age of seven years.
Knowledge comes to the child through
the eye and ear, especially through the
eye. What the child sees will make a
deeper and a more lasting fmpression
upon him than what he hears. Parents
are careful, as they should be, about tue
language they use in the presence of thelr
children, but are comparatively indiffer-
ent about what they do in their presence.
But it is what they do rather than what
they say that impresses the child. The
silent look will make a deeper impression
upon the child than any words the parent
could use. The child soon forgets what
is told him, but what he sees will abide
forever. In our mature years we remem-
ber distinetly things we saw in childhood,
but what we heard has passed from us
Jong ago. We remember what our teacher
looked like and did, but we cannot remem-
ber just what she said. The ear, to the
child, as a source of knowledge, is a mere
rivulet, while the eye is a mighty river.
From long and careful observation we are
convinced that the greatest good that is
being done in and through the Sabbath
School is effected, more through the per-
sonality of the teacher, than through any-
thing that the child may be taught from
the paper or book. The child is impressed
and influenced by that which appeals to
his child nature, and with the child, an
ounce of example will go farther and do
more in forming his character than &
pound of precept. The master's words
will apply here to parent and teacher, and
with them we shall close: “Let your light
ghine before men, that they may see your
good work, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven.”

Sunday School Rally Day
Important Announcement !

The General Board has issued an at-
tractive, bright and instructive Rally
Day Programme, ‘“The Path of Life”
and is offering it free of cost to all our
Sunday Schools, on one comdition.

The discipline requires of all our
Sunday Schools that an offering be
taken annually for the Sunday School
Aid and Extension Fund, and the re-
quest of the Board is that this offering
be taken on Rally Day, in the envelopes
freely provided in any required number
for that purpose. This will ensure uni-
formity of procedure, early finan
turns, and will help to make Rally
of general connexional value as well as
of local importance

The General Secretary has sent a let-
ter containing the proposition of the
Board to all the Sunday School superin-
tendents whose names and addresses he
has. If any have not received the let-
ter it is simply because the Secretari
of Districts concerned have not forward-
ed the necessary data, and the General
Secretary must not be held to account,
for it is evident that he cannot com-
municate with men whose names and

‘“The path to
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addresse he knows not of Already
nearly 00 Rally Day services have
been asked for, so that the offer of the
Board is being widely appreciated and
accepted. But it may be that requests

will come in too late, and to prevent
disappointment to any, you are request-
ed to ask your superinte nt if he
knows of' the offer, and if he has ac-
cepted it. Only as many programmes

will be printed as are likely to be used,
and no programmes will be for sale.
They are for free distribution only, and
on the one simple and reasonable con-
dition that the Annual Offering for the
support of the General Board’'s work be
taken on Rally Day in the envelopes, as
stated above.

Your Sunday School cannot afford to
stand apart, to arrange its own service
to refuse the Board's request, so you
are invited to send in your order to
the General Secretary at omce. It will
be cheerfully and promptly filled. Ad-
dress, Rev. 8. T. Bartlett, 35 Richmond
St. West, Toronto, Ont

A Pastor and His Boys

Our picture shows one of the mos
suggestive groups, as well as one of the
most influential, that can be gathered
together. When a pastor is the centre
of such a promising class of boys as is
here seen, there is something of great

REV. DR. WILSON AND S(

valde and of far-reaching impo.t doing

The photograph is of Rev. Dr. Wilson
and some of hig bright boys in North
Sydney, C.B., taken just before the

pastor's removal to Alberta, a few weeks
ago

It is a sermon in itself The minis
ter who is too busy to meet with his
boys Is concerning himself with at least
some things that are not of greatest
value or of most pressing moment. But
the man who never allows other duties
to so engross his attention that he has
neither time nor thought to give to his
boys, is pre-eminently and practically
wise. The preacher is of more import
ance than his preaching, to the boy, for
there is a world of truth in the saying
that character is caught not taught
The ecclesiastic who g content to preach
at boys is less likely to affect them pro-
fitably than the who seeks to

pastor

151

know them, to
by the superior
personal touch
manly life

Boys

mingle with them, and
influence of his own
win them to a truly

love a really human man, but
are apt to be shy of a merely profes-
sional preacher And no minister is
any the less competent to fulfil his office
and work among the grown-ups because
he lives in close, sympathetic intercour
with the lads of his congregation

And boys can quickly and correctly
determine the manliness of the preacher.
If he is true through and through, they

know it If he is superficlal, none can
more quickly detect it. They rospond to
the leadership of a true man, but re-

one in whose
fullest con-

the interference of
have not

sent
genuineness they
fidence.

After a more or less extended study
of boys, we are convinced that the pas-
tor who does not keep young by culti-

vating the heart of a boy in friendly
fellowship with boys, will grow old be
fore his time, and that work among
boys which springs from love of them,
confidence in them, and a sense of their
supreme worth, is the best paying work
that a minister can do

We would like to know that all boys
had the same high regard for their pas-
tors as the boys of North Sydney have
for Dr. Wilson, and that, like him, every
pastor was cultivating the boys, real,

)ME OF HIS BRIGHT BOYS

live, actual boys, rather than simply
studying about boys or discussing ' the
boy problem."”

There are thousends of boys waiting
to be won and trained for Christ; but

they cannot be gained by any finely spun
theorizings, but orn'y by personal can-
vas, when a loving, warm-hearted,
“human’ man get¢ among them, and

by the magnetism of his own character

draws them to the Master We need
more such groups as our picture sets
forth

The good fairy called her assist.nt
and showed her a golden box Take
this box, he said, “and lock it care-
fully in the e. It contains good ad-
vice.”

“My mistress,” replied the assistant,
why should we lock ?

up good advice
No one will ever take it.""—&Sel

God and peace leads ever away from self.”
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Department of Christian Endeavor

** For Christ and the Church.”

Consecration Meeting for
September

BY THE EDITOR
Toric vok WEEK OF SEPT. 4: Lessons from
the migrating birds. Isaiah 31: 5.

The Secriptures contain numerous
references to natural phenomena for the
illustration and enforcement of spiritual
truth. Both the Old and New Testa-
ments deduce important and great les-
sons from common object studies in
Nature. Our Topic is one of such. Two
meanings have been attached to it by
way of explanation. First, it has been
held to show that God protects His
people in their danger and extremity, as
birds fly to defend their young when
assailed by an enemy. Second, it is un-
derstood as referring to birds when mig-
rating, and as such this article deals
with it.

The season will soon be here when the
feathered tribes, or many of them, will
assemble and leave us, and we shall miss
their cheerful presence and joyous
songs. Recent researches by eminent
ornithologists, as tabulated by Dr.
Reichel of the American Science Assocla-
tion; suggest many lessons, of which the
following are a few, and on which the
leader may enlarge very easily, illus-
trating with appropriate Scripture and
hymns.

1. Birds, when migrating, always seek
a warmer climate. Leaving the more
northerly zone where frost and snow
will soon reign in icy coldness, they seek
a land of more moderate temperature,
of sunshine, and of flowers. In tl
they teach us to look for ‘“a better
country,” and to face expectantly the
“ heavenly ” toward which millions of
God's Saints have already gone. In the
meantime, and while on the way, God
inspires and strengthens His people by
assuring them of the bright future, the
congenial clime, the perfect home,
awaiting them beyond. To steadily set
one's face towards the heavenly land of
promise, and by faith and prayer,
through trial and tribulation, to press
onward in a well-grounded and assured
hope of Heaven—this is our calling, duty
and work. (Dr. Arnot once remarked,
“ Careful for nothing, thankful for every-
thing, ready for anything.” Such is the
secret of abiding joy, of true resigna-
tion, and herein is surely a source of
Divine protection.)

2. Birds, migrating, always follow
well known and defined lines of flight.
We are informed that past generations
of birds went the same way that birds
go now, that the routes have not
changed, and that over the same aerial
courses, the congregated flocks will go
this year, that their antecedents went
long centuries ago. So God protects
His people by teaching them unchange-
able and permanent principles of truth,
well tried and tested experiences, age-
abiding and dependable plans and pro-
cesses, and only as we follow His way of
life can we make a success of living, or
obtain a happy entrance into a more
glorious life heyond. It is well for our
young people to remember that there
are no improved or short-cut methods
of Salvation, no patented or get rich
quick processes of spiritual wealth, no
palace-car routes to Heaven, such as our
Christian ancestry never knew. The
great facts of human choice, of wilful

‘“We cannot undo

transgression, of sin's enormity, of the
consequences of unrepented wrong-do-
ing, are the same as they ever were.
The need of repentance, of faith, of a
new heart, of sins forgiven, of peace
with God, of the witness of His Spirit, of
a holy life, and of consecrated talents—
all are as imperative now as ever in the
past. The essential truths of life and
death, of sin and penalty, of heaven and
hell, are unchanged, and if we reach
Heaven we must go the one and only
way there, for “ neither is there salva-
tion in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved.”

3. Birds, migrating, fly at high alti-
tudes. We learn that from one to three
miles above the earth, in the rarer at-
mosphere far aloft from the solid world
beneath them, they fly on and on to
their distant and awaiting home.

In gnch a lofty height they enjoy im-
munity from many dangers, and have
a wide range of vision. What lessons
for God's children! Because, so often,
we live on too low a plane, and are con-
tent with a very limited borizon, our ex-
periences are not what they would be
if we sought high elevations of desire,
of purpose, or of progress. The birds
teach us of what Christianity ever holds
before us in calling us to such aspira-
tions as are found in many passages
like “ seek those things that are above,”
and similar numerous exhortations.
Thomas Moore well sang:

The bird let loose in eastern skies,
When hastening fondly home,

Ne'er stoops to earth her wing, nor flies,
‘Where idle warblers roam;

But high she shoots through air and

light,
Above all low delay,
‘Where nothing earthly bounds her flight,
Nor shadows dim her way.

So grant me, God, from every care
And stain of

ree,
Aloft through virtue's purer air,
To hold my course to thee!
No sin to cloud, no lure to stay
My soul, as home she springs:
Thy sunshine on her joyful way
Thy freedom in her wings.

4. Birds, migrating, fly with surpris-
ing accuracy towards their destination.
A keen sense of sight by da; n acute
sense of hearing by uight, and the
“ gense of direction ™ at all times, com-
bine to guide their course, In similar
manner, to direct us through our earth-
1y progress. it may be shown how human
reason, intelligent judgment, well-
regulated conscience, unite with God's
Word and the Divine Spirit to show us

the way. (The student may easily en-
large this. Space does not permit of it
here. But make very clear that life

need not be an experiment, or Heaven a
mere speculation. Both are sure to
those who go God’s way.)

5. Birds, migrating, always fly in
flocks. Without the stimulus of a
numerous company, thousands who
would never reach their journey's end
alone, are strengthencd for the long
flight and saved from disaster. So the
value of our helpful with
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To our Epworth Leaguers this should
strongly appeal, for not to reach Heaven
ourselves, but to help others there, is
our great purpose in folloving Christ.

Sample Social Song Services

Bright, attractive and profitable Bible
Readings and Song Services may easily
be arranged, if only the Leader will put
a little time and thought in preparation.
We give two outlines below, one of
the other of
hymns are from the Methodist Hymn
Book, the readings are selected from the
Seripture records.
most helpful if the hymns be well sung,
and the Scripture Story read with ex-
pression. Try something similar:

Abraham,

20:

ing.

P IR o
ol alOf ot

. Hymn 29.
Psalm 96: 1-T.
Prayer.

. Genesis 12: 1-T.
. Hymn 96.
. Genesis 13:
Hymn 388.
. Genosis 15: 1-6.

. Hymn 613.

. Genesis 17: 1-8.

. Solo, such as *‘ The Better Land.”
. Genesis 18: 20-33.

. Hymn 755.

. Genesis 22: 1-14,

. 480.
. Galatiaus 3: 7-29.

. Hymn 513.
. Benediction.

. Hymn 498.

Prayer.
. Acts T: 17-29. .
God in the Burning Bush, Exod.
4,

8.

of Authority, Exod. 4: 1-17,
The Passover, Exod. 12: 21-28.
. Hymn 168.

. The Red Sea, Exod. 13: 17.22.

. Hymn 101.

. Exod. 14: 5-31.

. Hymn 467.

. Manna, Exod. 16: 1-15.

. Hymn 214.

The Ten Commandments, Exod.

. Moses' Death. Deut. 34: 1-12.

. Benedlction.

“Poor Christians”’

Are you inclined to try the experi-
ment of being as poor Christiane as you
can and yet escape hell?
You may tumble and fall in.
the ice has formed along the shores of
the river, while the middle of the
stream is open, the adventurous boy de-
lights to see how near he can come to
the open water and still escape a duck-
The folly of the, boy should not
be duplicated in the Christian man.
“Can I do this thing and still save my
soul?” is no question for a
to consider.
that only, should determine our action.
Many a man has toyed and played with
evil, proposing to avoid real
doing, only to find himself engulfed. It
in safe to keep as far from that which is
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Moses. The

Such services are

1. ABRAHAN,

1-18.

1. MOSES.

Cut it out!
When

“Is it right?” ™That, and

wrong-

like-minded Christians, is evident. The
lessons are plain, Cheerful, imspiring,
strengthening fellowship is needed.
Mutual encouragement and support will
sustain and hearten. Let the strong
help the weak, and let none fall by
the way for want of a word of cheer.

sin, but God can prevent sin from undoing us.”

as 18 ble. If you are
trying to live as far from Christ as you
can, you are in danger.
ing the edges of the untrue and the
unjust and the unbrotherly, in your re-
lations with others, cut
Standard.

If you are skirt-

it out!—The

it ekt 5 L
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Teach Us To Pray
(Luke 11-2.)

Teach us Father how to pray,
What to ask for day by day,
How to come before Thy throne,
Make our soul's desires known.

Teach us how to talk with Thee,
How to listen on o'r knee

For Thy voice so sot and still,
Telling us our Father s will.

‘When our voices raise in prayer
May we know that Thou art there;
May we feel Thy presenee near,
Realize that Thou dost hear!

May we be sincere and plain,
Using not words empty, vain,
Making all our meaning clear
Whether praise or hope or fear.

May we not be self-absorbed

In our prayers to Thee dear Lord,
But remember others’ needs,
Following up our prayers with deeds.

May we not forget fo praise

Him who blesses all our days,
Thanking Him who ightens cares,
Thanking Him who answers prayers.

Teach ug how to praise and pray
That we ever henceforth may
Worship Thee aright, dear Lord,
Pleasing Thee, the 'iving Word.
—Anon.

The Danger of Compromise
RY THE EDITOR,
We would like to see in every Ep-
worth League room we visit a pro-

minent wall announcement of the four-
fold object of the Society as
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have other features that for a while
make it attractive, but it has started to
decline, the process of inward decay has
set in, and the end is not far off.
““Ichabod " has been written on many a
League because it has permitted some
minor purpose to predominate and the
only glory worth having, that of power
““to save souls,”’ has departed.

would not have our young people less
sociable, less intellectual, or less bene-
volent, but we would have them very
much more devoted to evangelism—
personal, prayerful, prompt, persistent
endeavor to bring their young associates
to Christ. And because it is our deep

conviction that many of our Leagues are-

not praying for this, not working for it,
nor seeking to train their members in the
art of 1, we call attention to the danger
of compromising the real purpose of the
League, and earnestly summon all our
leaders to reallze in actua! e:perience
what theoretically we all admit, that
the greatest privilege, the imperative
duty, the highest joy, the most glorious
reward of all truly consecrated Chris-
tian men and women is ‘‘ o save souls."’

In your Executive meetings plan fo:
it, in your weekly gatherings pray for
it, in your daily intercourse work for
it, in your Bible reading study for it,
and the power ‘‘to save souls,’’ the
Church’s peerless and priceless posses-
sion, will be yours. May the whole or-
ganized body possess it and prove its
effectiveness.

Sin
Sin is just about the most sure thing
in all human experience. Within recent
years we have had far too much soft

teaching on the subject. Nowhere has
the teaching been softer than in refer-

in Article 2 of the Comstituticn. How
many of our official members could re-
state it from memory?

““ The object of the League is (a) to save
souls; (b) to promote an earnest, intelligent,
practical Christian life in the youny members
and friends of the Church; (¢) to assist
them in the study of God’s Word; (d) to
inorease their usefulness in the service of
God and humanity.’’

Unconsclously to themselves perhaps,
but none the less surely on that account,
many of our Young People’s Socleties
have lowered this standard, and have
thereby compromised the highest work
of the League. The result has been the
weakening of the League life by dissi-
pating the League purpose, and disar-
ranging the League plans by diverting
them from the supreme alm of League
organization.

No substitution of lower alms than
those set forth in the Article quoted
above will suffice; and any League tha
satisfies itself with anything less or as
thing else than an essentially evang
programme of work cannot long thri:
or even exist. The decadence of many
Leagues has begun when they have de-
parted in actual practice from the first
object of their organization, ‘‘ to save
souls.”’ This s first In every sense. It
is vital to real League work. We may
have many other elements ir our So-
cleties, but this is at the very founda-
tion of all success. For, bear in mind,
the Epworth League was not organized
primarily for entertainment, nor for
ralsing money, nor for intellectual cul-
ture, nor for social enjoyment, but for
soul saving and for training in per-
sonal service for God. All the other
purposes just named may contribute to
Epworth League success when subor-
dinated to its supreme aim; but by
themselves they do not, nor can they
even constitute success.

The Epworth League that hus depart-
ed from its main business ‘‘ to save
souls *’ has commenced to dle. It may

ence to Some have felt that
the only way to provide a place for chil-
dren in the kingdom was to make out
for them a case of practical sinlessness.
The extreme views at this point may be
very simply stated. One party says:
‘“ Children sin; therefore, they are not
in the kingdom.” Tbe other party comes
near to saying: * Children are in the
kingdom; therefore, they do not sin.”
We can only insist again that men shall
not use logic against children that they
do not use against mature Christians.

. Surely we are not driven to ac-
cept any conclusions about the little
folks that we may easily reject when
we talk about the older folks.

But let us admit with full frankness
that children sin. The ideal thing
would be to have them come to man-
hood and womanhood without sin, just
as the ideal thing would be to have all
of our older peopls, who have professed
o version, living the perfect life. But
¢1" “ven do sin; and older people do sin.

ther teaching promotes unreality.

imes, when children and older peo-

i1l not confess that they have sin-

their stubborn refusal to confess
w only an added evidence of their sin.
One of the needs of our time is a sturdy
and insistent doctriie of sin. The child
must be taught that sin is real; sin is
destructive; sin is hideous.

Those Bible passages that speak of
the exceeding sinfulness of sin should
be brought into use. That long and pa-
thetic history, beg'nning with the day
when God represented sin lying like a
crouching beast at the door waiting to
spring upon Calin, and even before that,
with the day when the angel with the
flaming sword stood at Eden’s gate down
to the day when the angel of Revelation
in its final chapter says to John, “ He
that is filthy, let him be fllthy still,”
and declares that sin has worked out a
destiny of everlasting dirtiness—this
whole tragic history may wel) be em-
ployed in educating children and older
people to feel that sin is real, that it
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still springs upon souls to devour them
and still seeks to cast spirits Into the
eternal rubbish heap. The Bible will
give meager comfort to those who wish
to hold a light view of sin.—Bishop Ed-
win H. Hughes, in Sunday School Journal.

Some Axioms of Christian
Service

1. The kingdom of God contemplates
not alone the saving of the individual
but the saving of soclety.

2. The method of prevention is a
great deal cheaper than reformation,
and it is also more Christian

3. In the kingdom one former fis
worth ten re-formers.

4. The state that punishes immorality
muststeach morality.

5. The efforts of two pers mns work-
ing in harmony and co-operation are ten
times as effective as the efforts of the
same persons working at cross purposes
without any prograirme.

6. Whatever a man prays for he ought
to work for.

7. The most fatal heresy here and
hereafter i an unloving heart and an
unserving life.

8. No man’s boy or girl is safe till all
men's boys and girls are safe.

9. The saved soul both requires and
creates a safe environment.

10. The man who believes in the
kingdom of God is so to live where he
is that if all other men lived as he lives
the kingdom of God would be fully
come.

To Have a Good Meeting
COME

‘Willingly not Wearily.
Expectansly « Exactingly.
Attentively «  Absent-mindedly.
Readily ¢« Reluctantly.

And take your part Always.

Seriously not Solemnly,

Merrily “ Mournfully.
Intelligently ~ ** Indifferently.
Loyally ¢ Listlessly.
Eagerly “  Evasively.

s

On the reverse side of a neatly printed
invitation to the Epworth League of the
First Methodist Church, London, is the
following striking statement. The whole
forms a very attractive card:

HE SPIRIT OF OHRISTIAN-
T ITY and youth is in the
veins of our Epworth League,
pulsing through its every meeting,
telling of the REAL life that Chris-
tianity points the way to and is.
It deals with the tragedies, the joys,
the problems, the battles and the
hopes of men and women whom you
KNOW, who COULD BE YOU, who
MAY BE you. BSuch is the business
of our League, throbbing human in-
terest throughout. It breathes the
gpirit of “ I can and I will!" You've
tried the rest now get the best and
joih our Epworth League.

PR

Not long ago Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
speaking on education, told an amusing
anecdote of an occasion when he visited
a school in a small village. After ll}-

6 BY playg

and one or two clags-rooms, he entered
the history class-room. An oral ex-
amination was in progress. ‘' Thomas,”
sald the teacher, “ did Martin Luther
dle a natural death?” ‘No,” was the
prompt reply, ! he was excommunicated
by a bull.”

“ Religion"never works better on Sunday for resting all the week."’
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THE FIELD H ° THE SEED
Missionary Department
1s s
THE WORLD “ Pray, Study, Give." THE WORD

August Missionary Meeting

Ord “Our Share in China"” or any
other uniform Missionary text-books you
need, from Dr. F. C. Stephenson, Forward

Movement tary, Methodist Mission
Rooms, Toronto. The books are 85 cents
in paper, and 50 c2nts in cloth, postpaid

Toric: Hindrances to Christianity—

opium, superstition, ancestral

worship. !
BY MISS E, LENA BARTLETT, B.A., TORONTO.

We know without further proof that
opium, superstition, and ancestral wor-
ship are hindrances to the spread of
Christianity. What we want to learn
in the study of this subject is: (1)
Something about the opium traffic,—
how the use of this narcotic can be pre-
vented and how it hinders the work of
the missionaries; (2) how superstition
and ancestral worship affect the people
who practice them and check the spread
of Christianity.

These two points can perhaps be best
brought out by the following questions:
Q.—How many kinds of opium are there?
A.—Two, one used for medicinal pur-

poses, and one used for smoking.

Q.—Where is opium most used?

A.—China is called the home of the
opium, which, along with various
preparations, such as morphia,
seems to be a sign of Chinese
influence, Six-sevenths of the sup-
ply nsed in China is home-grown.
British India is also a great pro-
ducer of oplum, mostly for expor-

tation. But the habit of opium
smoking is not confined to the
Orient and the Chinese. In 1907

one hundred and fifty thousand
pounds of smoking opium were im-
ported into the United States, and
in British Columbia the yearly re-
ceipts for the product at the opium
factories are estimated at $650,000.

Q.—Why are the Chinese more than other
nations addicted to the use of opium?

A.—Life in China is characterized by
monotony. Games and other
amusements have no place in the
life of the common people. Some
form of recreation they must have,
and the quiet, meditative soporific
relaxation induced by opium takes
the place of active recreation in
vogue elsewhere.

Q.—What is the attitude of Japan to the
opium question?

A.~—An opium user in Japan is re-
garded socially as a leper. It is
sald that the Japanese fear opium
as we fear a ratttlesnake. Because
they are patriots they unite for the
repression of this habit, which is
looked upon as a menace to na-
tional life. Japan, a non-Christian
nation, is the only country where
the opium question ¢ dealt with in
its purely moral and social aspect
without regard in the least to its
commercial phases In a popula-
tion of forty-seven millions a law,
kept to the letter, forbids importa-

tion, possession, and use of oplum
except as a medicine, under pen-
alty of seven years' imprisonment
for selling it, and three years' im-
prisonment for smoking or eating
it.

Q. —How does the attitude of China differ
from that of Japan?

A.~The Chinese Government is aware
that smoking opium destroys the

“Live with men as if God saw you; speak to God

v

individual lives and manhood of
the citizens. China, however, lacks
what Japan eminently possesses—
public opinion and national life.
Here opium is regarded as an evi,
but it is not conceived as a menace
to the life of the nation because
the Chinaman disregards the wel-
fare of others outside his own
family. He believes in the injury
of the many for the benefit of the
few, provided the few are his fam-
ily and the many are not. This
peculiar altruistic selfishness per-
{‘adea his life, thought and actions.
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Q.—1If opium should be totally suppressed
in China what problem will the Chinese
be called upon to face’

A.—The question ar! Will China
emerge from the oplum habit a
spotless empire where no artificial
stimulant beyond tea enters into
the life of the people, or will the
drink question follow? This prob-
lem rests largely with the English-
speaking peoples, who have it in
their power either to introduce the
drink habit into China or keep this
country free from it.

Q.—How does ancestral
Christianity?

A.—From time immemorial people in
almost all countries have belleved
in some being higher than them-
selves whom they worship. Many
heathen nations choose heavenly
bodies, as the sun and moon, and
also the spirits of departed ances-
tors. The Roman Cathollc Jesuits

worship hinder

ly, the C who

would ward off opium from his
own family would have no qualms
in selling it to the members of
other families.

A.—What steps are being taken to abol
the use of opium?

L—l(g 1905 an International O

et a and
the leading countries of the world,
such as Great Britaln, Germany,
France, China, Japan, Russia,
Portugal and Siam, sent represen-
tatives. As a result these coun-
tries have enacted legislation
which within a decade ought to
wipe out the traffic in oplum. One
of the leading members of this
Commission said, “The traffic in
opium for other than necessary
uses ought not much longer to con-
tinue or there will yet loom be-
tween the East and West a problem
that in its magnitude will outstrip
the magnitude and forces the
long since happily settled slavery
question."”
Q.—What has China done to abolish opium?
A.—In 1907 the government issued an
edict having as its purpose the sup-
pression, within ten years, of the
growth and consumption of opium
in China. The British government
in India co-operated in this reform,
promising to restrict one-tenth each
vear for three years, the amount
of oplum exported from India.
This is to continue if China effects
a similar proportional reduction in
her opium production and con-
sumption. If continued, in ten
vears the production of smoking
oplum will be brought to a van-
ishing point in these two principal
producing countries.

Q.—What has been done in Canada to stop
the use of opium?

A.—In 1908 the Dominion Parllament
passed a law prohibiting importa-
tion, manufacture and sale of
smoking opium under penalty of

three years' {imprisonment or
$1,000 fine.
Q.—Houw is an opium fiend cured?

A.—The antedote is a plant which
grows wild in Malaysia. The cure
must be brought about gradually,
because a person who has been
addicted to the drug is subject to
grave injury if he is suddenly de-
prived of it. Indeed, to deprive an
opium fiend of his drug is to induce
a mania which would work social
injuries of the gravest sort. Japan,
which is solving the opium prob-
lem for Formosa, has established
ten government hospitals. Medical
care is provided for those outside
the hospitalg, and pamphlets indi-
cating home treatment are placed
in the hands of the people,

lieved that ancestor worship was
really only homage, while others
said it was worship proper, ren-
dered as to gods, and was there-
fore idolatry. The conclusion ar-
rived at both by Roman Catholie
and Protestant missionaries is that
veneration of ancestors is worship,
and must be forbidden to Christian
Chinese. Thus, in order to accept
the Christian religion, the Chinese
must give up sacred customs and
beliefs which are centuries old. It
has been sald that the one great
revolation that the Chinese need is
that they be detached from an-
cestor worship. It has been well
declared that there can be no fu-
ture for a country so relentlessly
held in the grasp of the genera-
tions gome. When this spell is
broken the Fifth Commandment
will still nourish the virtue of filial
reverence, but will no longer suffer
it to be a bar to progress and to
the forelooking vision of the gen-
erations to come.

com———
“If These Didn’t, Who 'Did?"
(8ee April Era.)

Glimpses of fascinating flelds of Mis-
sion study are revealed to the Leaguers
in these twenty-six questions. It has
been sald that history is but the bio-
graphy of great men, and this is espe-
clally true in the history of missions.
Some of the greatest names the world
has ever known are here, and these
names will be forever assoclated with
some special phase of missionary endea-
vor, or some particular world fleld.
More than one of the Leaguers, in
answering, stated that the exercise had
been a great benefit, —that in searching
for the answers to the questions, a great
deal of useful information had been
acquired. We trust that it will not end
here, but that in all our societies courses
of systematic mission study may be
entered upon, and our young people may
become more famillar with the lives of
the greatest missionaries, and hence
with the expansion of the Kingdom of
God in the non-Christlan world.

Thirty-three lists of answers were
received. Of these five were correct,
and fifteen, almost half of the total
number, had but one error. This is
very encouraging, although it is a
source of regret that more of the
Leaguers did not enter the contest.

The following is the correct list of
answers, It will be noted that in a
number of cases alternative answers are
given. RBither of these answers were
accepted as correct. To question 19, the
answer, ** Obookiah, a native Hawaiian,”

was given in several instances. This is
incorrect, as Obookiah died In the
United States, before beginning his

work. His enthusiasm and zeal, how-

as if men heard you.”

g L ansabbistoaaisit. R
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ever, had fired others, and the result
has been the Christianization of
Hawail. Number 8 is the one correct
statement.
The following is the list of answers:
1 Rev. E. W, Wallace, B.A., B.D.
2. The London Missionary Society,
under Capt. Wilson, sent the
Mission ship Duff, in 1796, to
the Society Islands.
John Willlams, 1817.
3. Rev. C. H. Lawford, M.D.
4. Rev. V. C. Hart, D.D.
5. Miss Cartmell,
6. Rev.T. E, B Shore, M.A,, B.D.
7. Bishop Thoburn
William Carey.
Bishop Heber.
8. Bishop Taylor.
9. Rev. F. C. Stephenson, M.D.
10. John Williams.
11. Rev. A. P. Addison, B.A.
2. Rev, Thomas Crosby, D.D.
Rev. C. M. Tate.
13. Rev. C. L. Kilborn, M.A,, M.D.,,
Rev. G. E. Iartwell, B.A,, B.D.
14. Rev. G. J. Bond, B.A.
15. Rev. F. C. Stephenson, M.D.
16. Robert Moffatt.
David Livingstone.
7. Rev. Davidson Macdonald, M.D.
8. Dr. Retta Gifford.
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With two errors: Mrs
Victoria Road, Ont

With three errors: Mrs. R. C. Burton,
Watford, Ont.; Miss F. . Couley, Bow-
manville, Ont.

With four errors: Mrs. L. H, London,
Bloomfield, Car. Co,, N.B.; F. H. How-
ard, Rednersville, Ort.; Gerald Young,
Rednersville, Ont.; Mrs. Nelson Par-
liament, Rednersville, Ont.; Miss' L.
Wilkinson, Canton, Ont.; Miss L. A. Y
Finch, 28 Balmuto Street, Toronto

With five errors: Miss Constance
Ward, Innisfail, Alberta.

With six errors: Miss Leonia E.
Fowes, Albury, Ont.; Mrs. R. 8. Pow-
ers, Agincourt, Ont

With over six errors:
Shaw, Cranbrook, B.C

W. W. Jones,

Miss Annie E.

—C. C. 8.

The Wheelbarrow Roads of
hina

Next to house-bullding, food, and dress,
transportation is the most important in-
dustry of civilization. China has no
roads, and is only now adopting railways.
Modern China may be sald to date from
the Boxer uprising of ten years ago. At
that time railway development was just
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All available tillage land Is required for
the feeding of a dense two-legged popula-
tion. This state of affairs might not have
existed in the beginning; still, the prin-
ciple of economy which underlies all
Chinese inventions would bave told
against the horse or mule drawn wagon

hence the wheelbarrow

The Chinese wheelbarrow,
been at work, it is presumed, during
thousands of years, represents the high-
est development attainable by a one-wheel
vehicle, with the single exception of ball-
bearings and grease-cups. The use of
axle grease must certainly be known to
the Chinese, but, strange to say, it is
ignored. The screech of the wheel, like
the pagoda bells, is heard far over the
Celestial landscape. On this wheelbarrow
with its high, razorrimmed wheel-case,
like a boat cabin split by the centre-
board, loads of 200 pounds are carried for
hundreds of miles at a speed of three
miles an hour. In the central flat lands
this is the general form of passenger
transport for the poor, the hire of a
barrow being about ten cents a day
When a family moves to a new district
the women and old folk are wheeled,
one or two to a barrow, while the men
walk, carrying thelr dunnage slung from

which has

AT THE BAY OF QUINTE SUMMER SCHOOL,

19, Titus Coan.
Hiram Bingham.
Peter Gulick.
William Richards.
Father Daimen.
20. Rev. L. N, Beaudry
21. Rev. George McDougall.
22. Rev. James Evans.
23. Paul the Apostle,
24. Rev. C. 8. Eby, D.D.
26, Rev, James S. Woodsworth,
B.I

M LD,

26, John Wesley.

Correct answers were received from:

Miss Lillie Howe, Y.W.C.A., Brant-
ford, Ont.

Rev. Jos. Philp, Essex, Ont.

Rev. T. W. Blatchford, Cottam, Ont.

Miss Minnie T. Miller, Lawrence Sta-
tion, Ont.

Miss Etta A. Hall, Fenwick, Ont.

Miss Lillie I. Nash,
Miss Stella Chant,
Chantry, Ont.; Mrs. D. Wren, Maid-
stone, Ont.; Miss Margaret Hstabrook,
Glenwood Station, Ont.; Miss E. G.
Chace, Wahstao, Alberta; Miss Ida Fen-

With one error:
Aultsville, Ont.;

ton, 26 Barl Street, Stratford, Ont.;
Mrs. W. Nichols, Toledo, Ont.; Miss
Cora B. Nash, Grimsby, Ont.; Miss Lena

Hardy, 505 Central Avenue, London,
Ont.; Miss Edith Hughes, Box 283, Car-
leton Place, Ont.; Pearson Scott, Grims-
by, Ont.; Mrs. W. H. Gardiner, Carleton
Place, Ont.; Miss Annie Jolliffe, Rock-
wood, Ont.; Miss B. Fleming, 154 Syden-
ham Street, London, Ont.; Mrs. W. G.
Towriss, Athens, Ont,
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beginning. The Boxers tore up the tracks
and struck a tremendous blow against
railroad construction. However, to-day
one may travel from hankow to Pekin,
half across the empire, in a Pullman car,
in onefifth the time it took to make the
trip ten years ago.

China has no roads for wheeled
vehicles, except the cart tracks In the
north, which are no better than the worst
of American roads. Yet it may be said
that China has a greater system of roads
than ever was developed on this contin
ent. ‘These roads, however, are only
twelve inches wide. They consist of thou-
sands and thousands of miles of square
pavingstones laid in single tracks, in the
middle of which is worn a single rut
Along the side of the narrow strip of
paving meanders a foot trail. The rut
serves for wheelbarrows, and the trail for
donkeys, palanquin nd men. The fact
that China never has developed the four-
wheeled wagon for transport is not a
proof of want of inventiveness or inability
to manufacture it. There are other rea-
sons. The two-wheeled carts of the north
are clumsy affairs, but the wheel of the
wheelbarrow proves that the Chinese can
bufld good wheels. The main objection
to wagons is the impossibility of main-
taining draught animals for want of graz-
ing. Throughout the length and breadth
of China, except on the remote Mon-
golian steppes, one never sees a grass
field, and only along the ditches and along
the grave-sown hills 18 there sparse graz-
ing for sheep, donkeys, and buffaloes.

WELLINGTON, ONT.,
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two ends of a shoulder pole. But riding
on a wheelbarrow must be an excruciat-
ing experience for any one but a nerve-
less and cotton-wool-padded Chinese
woman. The paving-blocks have spread
or dipped, and between each—that Is to
say, at every revolution—plunk goes the
fron wheel in a hole, while there are no
shock-absorbing springs or rubber tires
to take up the No white man could
wheel freight In this manner for a mile.
The secret seems to be in the shoulder
strap, which is attached to the handles of
the barrow and passes over the back of
the neck of the pusher. It would almost
seem as though centuries of use have de
veloped in the race a special muscular
resistance at that particular part of the
make-up of a Chinaman,—Leslic's Weekly.

This pretty little story is told of a
spelling class in China

The youngest of the children had by
hard study contrived to keep his place
80 long that he seemed to claim {t by
right of poss fon. Growing self-con-
fident, he missed a word, which was
immediately spelled by the boy stand-
ing next to him. The face of the victor
expressed the triumph he felt, yet he
made no move toward taking the place,
and when urged to do so, firmly re-
fused, saying: No, me not go; me not
make Ah Fun heart solly.” That little
act implied great self-denial, and yet it
was done so thoughtfully aund kindly
that spontaneously came the remark:
‘“ He do all same as Jesus."

“Error is most easily eradicated by establishing Truth.”
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The Literary Department

Learning for Life

Shakespeare and Music

Interesting Programme for a Literary
Evening

(The following suggestions in The
Guild by Mrs. Crawshaw, need not all be
worked out on one night. There is
quite enough material for more than
one. The idea is excellent.)

Hymn.

Prayer.

Introductory Paper on ‘‘Shakespeare
and Music.” Syllabus:—Shakespeare’s
Wonderful Knowledge—Songs in the
plays—The round or “‘catch”—Musical
instruments mentioned in the plays—
Contemporary English musiclans,

Piano Solo. *“The Carman’s Whistle"
(W. Byrd).

Reading from King Richard IL, Act IL,
Sc. 1. From “O but they say” to “Un-
deaf his ear.”

Vocal Solo.

“Crabbed age and youth”

Words from “The Tempest.”
“I know she taketh most
music, instruments, and

Arne)
Quotation.
delight in
poetry.”
. v
Reading from “The Merchant of Ven-
ice,'” Act V., Sc. 1. From “Bring your
mugie forth” to “Would not be awak'd.”

Vocai  Solo. “0 willow, willow"
(Othello). Music of Shakespeare's time
Quotation. 1 will walk up and down

here, and I will sing, that they shall
hear I am not afraid.”
. s e

Reading from “The Taming of the
Shrew,” Act IIL., Sc. I. From “Fiddler,
forbear” to “Tune your instruments.”

Voeal Trio for ladies’ voices, ‘O happy
fair” (Shield). Words from “Midsum-
mer Night's Dream.”

Quotation. “What music is this? I
do but partly know, sir: it is music in
parts, Know you the musicians? Wholly,
sir. Who play they to? To the hearers,

August, 1910—10

Purity of Speech

Purity of speech means something
more than the omission of vulgar
phrases that ought not to be used by
any self-respecting person. A young
girl should carefully gvoid falling into
slangy or careless modes of speech. You
can shut your eyes and tell whether the
woman next to you is a lady (or, should
1 say, a gentlewoman?) by listening to
her conversation. There has been in
recent years a reaction against the word
“lady,” because it has often been mis-
applied. There is really no reason why
we should not use it in describing an
attractive, polite and agreeable woman.

A charming writer has given the defi
nition of lady as woman in a high state
of civilization.

1 am sure you prefer to be considered
highly civilized to being thought savage
and barbarians.

When a girl says: ' Gee whiz,"” “ It
was something flerce,” or ‘‘ You're up
against it,”’ you need nothing more to
convince you that she is not altogether
a lady. She may be a good-hearted,
well-meaning girl, but, friends, she pro-
claims to the universe that she is com-
mon.

Nobody wants to be stamped as com-
mon. To say to anyone that she is

Words from *

(C. Horn) you like
it."”

Quotation (This and the following to be
recited immediately before the singing of
the musical items). ‘“Come we'll have
you merry: I'll bring you where you
shall hear musie. Hark! hark!"

. v

iding from “The Merchant of Ven-
fce,” Act 11 e, 1. From “Let music
sound” to “Ding, dong, bell

Vocal Solo. It was a lov

lass” (Morley). Words from
like it."”
Quotation. “Give me some music:

music moody food of us that trade

in love."”

. .o
Reading from “The Tempest,” Act L,
Sc. II. From “This music crept” to
“Ding, dong, bell.' '
Duet. “1 know a bank” (Horn). Words
from “Midsummer Night's Dream.’
Quotation. “Music ho! music such as
charmeth sleep."
*

.

Reading from the Sonnets, Nos. 8 and
2
“Where the bee sucks" (Dr.

‘“Books are the

Song.

ATTENTION, PLEASE !

sir. At whose pleasure, friend? At
mine,, sir, and theirs that love music.”

Reading from “Twelfth Night,"” Act I,
Sc. I. From “If music be the food of
love” to “High-fantastical.”

Informal thanks to performers. "1 am
beholden to you for your sweet music
this last night: 1 do protest my ears
were never better fed with such de-
lightful pleasing harmony,”

Hymn. *“Glory to Thee,” to Tallis's
Canon

Benediction

N.B.—Additional musical items which
could be substituted for any of the
above:—Part Song, “It was a lover and
his (J. Barnby); Baritone Sol
“Blow, blow, thou winter wind (8
geant); Solos, “Bid me discourse” ‘Lo
here the gentle lark.,” “Should he up-
braid,” and “Come live with me and be
my love” (H. Bishop); “Who is Sylvia?”
“‘Hark, hark the lark” (Schubert); “Or-
pheus with his lute” (Sir A. Sullivan);
“Sigh no more, ladies” (Stevens); “Full
fathom five” (Purcell); “Under the
greenwood tree”” (Dr. Arne); Song and
chorus, “Ye spotted snakes'” (Mendel-
ssohn)

windows through which the

kind-hearted, good-natured, willing to
gerve a friend, and that she honestly
pays her way, is to say that she is a
respectable member of society, but to
add to this that she is common and or-
dinary, is to indicate a fatal defect.

Purity of speech requires the omis-
sion of slang and silly superfluous
phrases, The latter, while perhaps not
profane, are often not refined and show
that one's associations have been with
ill-bred persons.

To think before you speak is an ex-
cellent rule,

You should make up your mind once
for all to use only grammatical words
and phrases to represent the thing you
mean to ¢, Never say, ‘* hadn’t ought,”
or “ain't,” or use 4 singular verb with
a plural noun®

Most girls have gone through the
grammar school, If not further, and
have been taught what is right and
what is wrong in framing sentences in
English

Vocabulary is another matter.

We acquire a good stock of words for
daily use, a working vocabularly; that
is, partly by our pains and care, and

soul looks out.”

;s ploninat, o R
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partly by listening to others who use
good language and nartly by every-day
reading a few pages in a book that is
worth attention.

No matter how busy one is, she should
try to keep one good book on hand and
read it through page by page, although
to do so may occupy several weeks.
More than most people think they en-
rich their vocabularly by regularly at-
tending church services. The habit, of
listening to sermors does more for you
than its first object which is to lift the
mind into an atmosphere of devotion.

It adds little by little to your treasury
of beautiful and well-chosen words.—
New York Esening Telegram,

“The Good Old Times"
BY WILLIAM MATHEWS, LL.D.

There are some people who are always
babbling of what they call “the good
old times,” and contrasting them with
the degenerate present. Just as the
poet Thomson, in his Song of the Sea-
sons, speaks of his own days as * these
jron times, these dregs of life,” 8o
these cynics decry successively every
age that is present, and think of every
one that has withdrawn into the shad-
owy past as a paradise. But this is
evidently a pure illusion.

The real truth regarding “‘ the good
old times,” which, like the horizon, fly
farther and farther backward as we at-
tempt to approach them, probably is,
that they were very bad times, if not
the worst times possible. Just as a
land which is rep on near
view—full of sand, moors, swamps, or
rift and ugly rocks—Iis beautiful in the
distance, with its harmony of smooth,
undulating, lines, and of luminous, half-
subdued, golden colors, 8o manners,
customs, and institutions, which were
repulsive and even hateful when pres-
ent, wear an attractive aspect when
they are viewed through the glamour
of years.

Time weaves a web of romance about
many things that were intolerable dur-
ing their existence, and, as soon as
they have retired into the long, with-
drawing vale of history, they are idealiz-
ed and even regretted. By a cunning
moral chemistry, Institutions that once
broke the hearts of men——customs, sup-
erstitions, and modes of living that filled
their lives with misery—are trans-
formed into objects of interest. With
how much poetry and romance have
Scott and other writers invested the ivy-
covered* baronfal castle and the plc;

old h

turesq ?
Yet, with all the glamour thrown over
these habitations, they were but filthy,
sorry places. The chambers of the for-
mer were strewn with rushes, and hung
with mouldy tapestry which let in cold
and damp, and shook and flapped in the
constant draughts of air. In neither of
these dwellings was there a carpet, a
bathing tub, or a ‘contrivance for venti-
lation or sewerage, and other .thlnn
without which the poorest man’s cot-
age would to-day be considered unfit
for occupation; and in some cases there
was not even a chimney.

Look at the Paris of “the good old
times "--say elghty years ago. If by
some miracle "’ says Du Camp, a recent
French writer, ‘we were transported
back to that city, with its muddy, ill-
paved streets—into a city without gas,
without omnibuses, without tramways,
with only a few miserable hacks—into
a country without rallways, through
which one has to travel in slow and
mean stagecoaches, with a dear and
badly-managed letter post—into a coun-
try that knows not the electric tele-
graph, or chloroform, into a time when
a short sea voyage took weeks or months
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—we should not be inclined to praise
‘the good old times,’ much less those
of preceding centuries.”

During the reign of Henry II., men
in the highest stations in England were
glad to drink beer only, and to eat fat
pork without change for months to-
gether. The king's couch of state was
a mattress stuffed with hay or straw.

The poorest day laborer of our time
would protest against the food which
formed the chief part of Queen Eliza-
beth’'s breakfast—salt beef and strong
ale. The nobles and dames of her day
ate with their fingers—generally by
twos out of one trencher—at a bare
table.

“The good old times” of the
eighteenth century in Engll:nll were

coc!

times a 1

ratting, duelings, bribery and gambling.
London was full of fashionable gaming
‘“hells,”  Dukes, lords and men of
fashion staked and won or lost in them
thousands of pounds in a night. One
man lost twenty-three thousand pounds
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at a sitting, which lasted from midnight
to seven the next evening,

How delightful must it have been to
live in “ merry England " when a bad
harvest was followed by almost a
famine, when the plague came periodi-
cally to desolate the land, sweeping off
in one reign as many persons as perish-
ed by the Wars of the Roses?

Who does not sigh for the halcyon
days when inoculation for smallpox and
the use for ether or chloroform in sur-
gical and dental operations was not
dreamed of; when ofl from kittens
boiled alive was considered an excellent
application to a wound, and ointment
was rubbed on the weapon that inflicted
it; when toads roasted alive were ad-
ministered for asthma, and the hair of
mad dogs for hydrophobia; when the
powered thigh of an executed felon was
regarded as a specific in dysentery;
when doctors watched with Intense
anxiety the influence of *‘ black "' days,
and “ white’’ days, and the aspects of
the stars?

The District League Executive

The Secretary of a District Epworth
League, whose narus for obvious reasons
we withhold, writes the General Secre-
tary and asks, * What I8 there for us as
an Executive to do?” This is quite a
pertinent question, for we have good
reasons to believe that quite a number
of District Executives are inactive.
Whether it is becarse they do not know
what there is to be done, or for some
other reason, is best known to them-
selves.

“What is there . . to do?”
Generally speaking, all the Hpworth
League interests of the District are to
be matters of practical concern to the
Executive Committce, Two questions
must therefore be asked: (1) Are there
as many Leagues on the District as there
should be? (2) Are the existing Lea:
gues as efficlent as they might be? To
the District Executive is given the two-
fold duty of the organization and develop-
ment of an Epworth League In every
place practicable.

The first question necessitetes a study
of the appointments composing the cir-
cuits on the District. Here, for ‘nstance,
is a District comprising eleven circuits,
and on those eleven circuits are ihirty-
two preaching places. But while there
are twenty-nine Sunday Schocls there
are only twelve Epworth Leagues. It is
for the Executive to find out the reason.

It may be impracticable to have a
Sunday School at every preaching place
on the District, but it is surely possible
to have more than twelve Leagues if
twenty-nine schools can be maintained.
Seventeen Sunday Schools with no Lea-
gue are far too many to be so situated,
and the District League Executive
should plan to orgsnize in every pos-
sible one of these places.

This can only be done when systemati-
cally worked; but until there is a League
where there are Methodist young people,
or the Executive knows a good reason
for the non-existence of one there, the
obligation for organization is heavy
upon the committee.

The development of existing Leagues
to the highest possible state of efficiency
is the second duty of the Executive,
which we have named. This cannot be
done if the District officers are either
inefficicat or inactive. The oreanization
of the District Leacue is after the same
order as the local soclety. The varlous
vice-presidents are responsible for the
guidance of their departments all
through. It is supposed that in each
case the District Viee-Presidents will
counsel with the Local Vice-Presi-
dents, The First Vice-President of
the District, for instance, should be con-

stantly in touch with the work of the
various Christian Endeavor departments
in the local leagues. and should be con-
tinually seeking to develop the evan-
gelistic spirit throughout the district.
But how little of this is really done or
even attempted.

And it is the same all down the line
of District officers. The cultivation of
the true missionary spirit, the organiza-
tion of Mission Study Classes, the syste-
matic t of the in-
terests of the Missionary Committees,
the presentation of attractive missionary
programmes, in short, all the work of
the Second Department of the local
Leagues should claim the careful atten-
tion of the Missionary Vice-President of
the District. To find the best plans for
making the Literary Department every-
where a success and to secure their in-
troduction into every Society for prac-
tical use, is the duty of the Third Vice-
President of the District. Similar obli-
gation in the soclal life of the Leagues
rests upon the Fourth Vice-President,
and to the Fifth falls the most important
work of building up the who'e District
Junior interests.

Such a statement, necessarily brief,
will show that if anv District Executive
takes its work seriously, there is no
lack of something to do. But we fear
that many are content to make hurried
arrangements for an Annual Convention
and rest satisfied therewith. To test
this in your case, just ask yourself how
much work has been actually undertaken
by your Distriet Ex-cutive since your
last Convention. This fact every Dis-
trict officer should bear in mind—not
the mere holding of a Convention, but
the working of the District hetween Con-
ventions, is the caief business of the
Executive. The wock is not dcne when
the Convention is over. It has but be-
gun for that year. And Coaventions
that are not followed up by earnest, sys-
tematic, thorough canvass of the whole
District are not likely to accomplish
much., We have known pe‘sons who
were very prominent at Convention time
and totally obscured the rest of the time.
Not in the garrulity of the Convention
session, but in the qulet, bus‘ness-like
prosecution of the work after the Con-
vention, is the most permanent good ac-
complished.

Yes, there is quite a lot to do, when
one quietly thinks about the matter, and
the District Executive that means busi-
ness need not long be idle for lack of
work, and the Executive that does
mean business had better give v
name,

“To-day is the fruit of yesterday and the seed of to-morrow.”
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What Did

Bible Study Jesus Teach?

By Rev. John H. McArthur, S.T.D.

XVI. About Riches
Topic for week beginning September 11.

Scriprune Lessox: Select some of the fol-

lowing passages:

mhe folly of trusting in riches, Luke
12: 1521

The unjust steward making wise pro-
vision for the future, Luke 16: 1-8.

Faithful stewardship, a passport to
heaven, Luke 16: 9-13.

Lovers of money condemned, Luke
16: 14-15.

Parable of the rich man and Lazarus,
Luke 16: 1932,

The rich young ruler, Luke 18: 18-23.

Hard for the rich to enter the King:
dom of heaven, Luke 18: 24-27.

Rewards to those who leave all for
Jesus, Luke 18: 28-30.

Faithful stewardship rewarded, Luke
19: 11-27.

Parable of the hired laborers, Matt.
20: 1-16.

We are responsible for the use of our

talents, Matt. 25: 14-30.
Jesus sald so much about the subject of
riches that it will be impossible for us

in this short study to do more than give
a general outline of His teaching on the
subject

1. The importance of the subject. Jesus
was Himself impressed and desired to im-

press the people with the necessity of
holding correct views concerning riches.
This may be inferred from the large place

which Jesus gives in His teaching to the
doctrine of riches. Especially did Jesus
warn the people against the dangers aris-
ing from an incorrect view and an im-
proper use of money. Says Prof. James
Denney, D.D.: * Jesus spoke more about
money than about any other single sub-
ject, and always in passionate words.
What frightens men most is the thought
of being poor—this is the Englishman’'s
hell, as Carlyle said; but what alarmed
Jesus was the peril of the rich.”

Taking the Gospel of Luke alone, notice
how much of our Lord's teaching deals
directly or indirectly with the subject of
riches. In chapter six He sounds a warn-
ing note to the rich,—Woe unto you that
are rich. In chapter eight riches is one
of the things singled out as being among
the thorns that choke the good seed. In
chapter twelve we have a warning against
covetousness and a refutation of the false
principle that a man’s life consisteth in
the abundance of the things that he pos-
sesseth. These lessons are enforced by
the parable of the rich fool, followed by
an exhortation to distribute our money
to the needy and thus lay up for our-
selves treasures in heaven. In chapter
fourteen a new light is shed upon the law
of hospitality. “When thou makest a
dinner or a supper, call not thy .« .8
rich neighbors, . . . but . . . bid
the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind;
and thon shalt be blessed.” In chapter
fifteen we read of a certain son wasting
his substance with riotous 1living. In
chapter sixteen much s said about the
right use of money, while those who
scoffed at such teaching are warned by the
parable of the rich man and Lazarus. In
chapter eighteen we read of the rich
young ruler whose riches prevented him
from entering the kingdom. This leads
Jesus to make some startling statements
about the difficulties in the way of a rich
man entering heaven. Hence the rich
man, rather than being envied, should be
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pitied.  Nevertheless, those who make
the necessary sacrifice, and leave all for
Jesus, shall be suitably rewarded. In
chapter nineteen we see Zaccheus, having
been brought under the gracious influence
of Christ, resolving to give the half of his
goods to the poor, and to restore fourfold
to any man from whom he hAd wrong-
fuily taken aught. Then fodows the par-
able of the pounds, showing what God
expects from us as His stewards, and how
faithful stewardship is rewarded. Thus
does Jesus seek to impress us with the
importance of understanding aright the
true meaning of riches, together with
(helr dangers To quote Prof. George
Jackson: “It is . remarkable fact, the
true significance of which few Christians
have yet realized, that, as John Ruskin
says, the subject which we might have
expected a Divine Teacher would have
been content to leave to others is the very
one He singles out on which te speak
parables for all men's memory.”

2. The use of riches. * The value of
money,” says Sir John Lubbock, * depends
partly on knowing what to do with it, and
partly on how it is acquired.” Men may
obtain money by inheritance, they may
earn it, or they may obtain it by methods
that are questionable, though not tech-
nically unjust. There is a limit to man's
earning power. It has been said that no
man can possibly earn a million, If this
be true there must be something wrong
with the principle of distribution of
wealth whereby some men obtain their
millions, while others obtain nothing more
than a bare living. Yet there are men
who by their inventive genius and skill
have added millions to the world's wealth,
like Edison, the wizard of electricity, and
Burbank, the plant wizard. It is the
duty of the rich man to find a proper
method of distributing his riches among
his fellowmen. Carnegie is reported to
have said that the man who dies rich
dles disgraced. Hoarded wealth is of no
value, It must be used, and used in a
manner that will tend to the uplift of
humanity. The rich man can only dis-
charge his duty to God by using his
money for the benefit of his fellow-men.
Christ teaches us that wealth is a trust
for which we must give an account unto
God. We may be proprietors in relation
to our fellow-men, but in relation to God
we are stewards.

We have no space here to discuss the
many ways in which money may be used
for the uplift of humanity Jesus insisted
on giving to the poor, but he also sanc-
tioned that use of money which was spent
in buying ointment to anoint His feet.
The physical needs of the poor must be
supplied. But man is more than a mere
physical being; he is a spiritual being.
And that use of money is right which
tends “to feed the mind, to stir the
imagination, to quicken the emotions, to
make life less meagre, less animal, less
dull.” Bspecially is that use of money to
be commended which serves to bring the
Gospel as a potent factor into the lives of
men and women and children the world
over,

3. The perils of wealth. While Jesus
said much about the use of money, He
said more about its dangers. Jesus had
a heart full of sympathy for the unfortu-
nate, the outcast, the fallen. But for
those who were simply poor he does not
seem to express much sympathy. They
did not need His sympathy simply because
they were poor. Rather He says, “Blessed
be ye poor,” Luke 8: 20. It was not the
poor because of their poverty, but the rich
because of their riches that He pitied.
See how He sorrowed for the rich young
ruler whose riches were his ruin. Well
did Emerson say that the worst thing
about money is that it so often costs so
much. See how often Jesus sounded the
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note of warning to the rich, declaring,
“ How hardly shall they that have riches
enter into the kingdom of God.”

4. The Intrinsic Value of Wealth.
Wealth has no power to make a man
great. Jesus gave to the world a new
idea of greatness. He who has great

essions and a noble ancestry is not
necessarily great. But he alone is great
who has a great purpose and a noble
character. Jesus was the greatest of all
men, but he was poor, born in a man-
ger, sleeping in the mountains, buried
in another’s tomb. * He became poor.”
The life of Jesus is a rebuke to those
who have set thelr heart on riches.
How aptly does Prof. George Jackson
say in a beautiful passage which we here
quote: * This is the lesson of the life of
the Best. Is it not also the Jesson of
the lives of the good in all ages? The
greatest name in the great world of
Greece is Socrates; and Socrates was a
poor man. The greatest name in the
first century of the Christian era is
Paul; and Paul was a workingman and
sometimes in want. It was Calviniem,
Mark Pattison said, that in the six-
teenth century nve& Europe, and Cal-
vin's strength, a Pope once declared, lay
in this, that money had no charm for
him. John Wesley re-created modern
England and left hehind him ‘two sil-
ver teaspoons and the Methodist
Church.” The ‘ Poets’' Corner ' in West-
minster Abbey, it has been said, com-
memorates a glorious company of pau-
And even in America, the land
of the e and multi-m! ire,
the names that are graven on the na-
tion's heart, and which men delight to
honor, are not its Vanderbilts, or its
Jay Goulds, but Lincoln, and Grant, and
Garfield, and Webster, and Clay.”

Quotations. ** Wealth is only a disad-
vantage in the hands of those who do
not know how to use it."—=Sir John
Lubbock.

“Of great riches there is no real use
except it be in the distribution; the rest
is but conceit.”—Bacon

“ Geek not proud riches, but such as
thou mayest get justly, use soberly, dis-
tribute cheerfully and leave contented-
1y.""—Bacon.

XVIL. About Forgiveness
Topic for week beginning September 18,

ScripTURE LEssoN: Matt, 18+ 15-35.

Jesus as an Original Teacher. The teach-
ing of Jesus on many subjects was far
in advance of that of his times. Some
men are twenty years ahead of their
time, but in the course of twenty years
the world catches np. Jesus was so far
in advance of His times that, though
nineteen centuries have passed since His
day, the world has not yet caught up.
To love your enemies, to pray for them,
to forgive them freely, was a kind of.
teaching that was ih advance of any-
thing in his day, and men are unable to
appreciate it even in this day. The
ancient Greek or Roman did not think
it manly to forgive his enemies. That
man was considered fortunate who, on
reviewing his past, was able to say that
no one had done more good to his
friends, and more evil to his enemies
than he. The spirit of the ancient
Greek and Roman ‘s still with us, but
how different from the spirit of Christ.
The man who stands upon his false dig-
nity says, * 1 will get even with mine
enemy,” but the Christlike man says,
“1 will love mine enemy.” It i true
that certain ancient philosophers placed
the forgiveness of !njuries among the
number of virtues, but that forgiveness
was not the outcome of love for one's
enemy, but rather the outcome of a

«There are blind minds as well as blind eyes.”
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concern for one's own dignity, Their
ideal sage must not disgrace himself by
refusing to rise above an injury. Such
forgiveness was based on contempt for
the enemy, and not on love. Tt was an
evidence of pride and not of humility.
How superior is the teaching of Jesus
to that of the philosophers!

Even the teaching of the O'd Testa-
ment was inferior to that of Jesns. The
0ld Testament law relating to the for-
glveness of injuries was as Massillon
says, ‘‘Rather an establishment of
polity, than a rule of plety” Jesus
preached the doctriue of free forgiveness
founded on love.

1. The Duty of Forgiveners, Mark
11: 24; Luke 17: 3, 4, 5. Not every
case of misunderstanding between men
is a case for forgiveness. Men are liable
to misunderstand one another. and may
do so without injuring ome another.
Men are differently constituted and look
at things from different standpeints, and
hence, hold widely different opinions,
and the result is sometimes a misunder-
standing. To say that one Is right and
the other wrong, that one owes confes-
sion and the other forgiveness is not
true. This is a case for mutual for-
bearance, but not for repentance and
forgiveness.

But where one has wronged another
it is clearly the duty of the one to con-
fess his wrong, and the duty of the
other to grant forgiveness. Such s the
duty of the christian, but there are diffi-
culties in the way of his performing it.
Men do not like to confess their faults,
neither do they like to forgive their
enemies. Sometimes men are not able
to see their own faults. This may be
due to pride, blind arrogance, or gelfisa-
ness, It is easy for us to see the faults
of others, but difficult for us to see our
own. If another has a grievance against
us, we must seek to make it right, and
we must be ready to take the first step
in making it right. If the master is
wronged by his servant he is quick to
demand an apology. but if the cervant is
wronged by the master the case seems
to be different; the servant scarcely dare
ask for redress. Snuch is the practice of
the world, but such is not the teaching
of Christ. If the servant is wronged by
his master, the latter is in duty bound
to take the first step in making the
wrong right. Such is the teaching of
Jesus, and such he expects to be the
practice of his followers. (Matt. 15: 23,
24.) Thomas Fuller tells of A mother
who was threatening to punish her little
child because it could not say correctly
the petition in the Lord’s Prayer, * For-
give us our trespasses.’’ The child
stumbled over the word ‘ trespasses,”
which it could not pronounce correctly.
1t would say * tepasees " or ‘ trepasses.”
It is a hard word for a child to pro-
nounce, with a number of hard conson-
ants coming close together. But hear
Fuller's comment: * What the child
could not pronounce the parents do not
practise. Oh how lispingly and imper-
fectly do we perform the close of the
petition: As we forgive them that tres-
pass against us,” The Rev. Prof. Geo.
Jackson, In speaking on this subject,
says: “ Many of use, as Dr. Dale says,
have given a new turn to an old text.
In our own private Revised Version of
the New Testament we read: ‘' Whoso-
ever speaketh a werd or committeth a
wrong against God it shall be forgiven
him; but whosoever speaketh a word or
committeth a wrong against me it shall
not be forgiven him; certainly not in
this world, even if it is forgiven in the
world to come.'"” It may be hard to
forgive, but it is a Christian's duty. It
may be equally hard to apologize for a
wrong done, but it is none the less a
Christian's duty.

2. The Motive of Forgiveness—Love.
Matt. 5: 43, 44. The Greek philosopher
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might forgive, but he thought not of
loving. , The man of the world may for
various reasons forgive, but he thinks
not of loving. How superior is the
teaching of Jesus, ' I say unto you, love
your enemies!' No reconciliation is
real unless it is based upon love. There
are many prudential reasons which may
lead us to effect a reconciliation with
our enemy., We mav become reconciled
to one another merely to please our
friends, or to acquire a reputation for
charity or long-suffering, or to avoid a
disagreeable experience, or to retain the
respect of a certain class of soclety, or
to avoid an unenviable publicity, or to
silence the talk of an enemy who knows
us and our failings only too well. Such
reconciliations are effected every day,
but they amount to very little unless
they have their source in love. Love
does not slur over a fault; love forgives.

We have a beautiful example of for-
giving love in the prayer of our Lord
which he uttered upon the cross, * Fa-
ther, forgive them for they know not
what they do.” Those who shculd have
been his friends hated him with a bitter
hatred, they hated him without a cause,
they sought by various means to com-
pass his death; at last by false accusa-
tion they succeeded in securing his con-
demnation, they exulted in seeing him
lifted upon the cross. But in the great
love which he bore to men he not only
freely forgave them himself, but prayed
his Father to do so also.

When Wishart was fillegally put to
death in Scotland for the cauge of the
Reformation he said, “1 forgive them
(his accusers) with all my heart; I for-
give them that have condemned me to
death this day ignorantly.” The true
followers of Christ follow in his foot-
steps even when travelling in this diffi-
cult road.

The following incident bears witness
to the wonderful power of forgiving
love: Rev. Mr. Taylor, a missionary in
New Zealand, noticed that when the
converts were knealing at the chancel
one man, greatly agitated, arose and
hurried to his seat. After a, while he
quietly came back. Afterward Mr. Tay-
lor learned that the man had found
himself kneeling beside his bitterest
enemy—one who had killed has father
and had drunk hig blood, and whom
this convert had sworn that he would
kill the first time that he saw him.
“Now, think what T felt when I sud-
denly knelt beside him. It came upon
me with terrible power and I could not
prevent it, so I went back to my seat.
Arrived there, I saw, In the spirit, the
upper sanctuary, and seemed to hear a
voice: ‘Thereby shall all men know
that ye are my disciples if ye have love
one to another.’ That made a deep im-
pression upon me, and at the same time
1 thought T saw another sight—a cross
and a Man nailed thereon—and I heard
him say: ‘ Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do.” Then I went
back to the altar.”

3. As we forgive others so will God for-
give us, Luke 6: 47; Matt. 6: 12-15.
With what measure we meet it shall be
measured unto us. If we are not merci-
ful to others we should not expect to
receive mercy. It is so hard to forgive
others, and yet this is one condition upon
which we may expect to be forgiven our-
selves. Did not Christ teach us to pray
“ Forgive us our trespesses as we for-
give them that trespass against us?” If
we are unwilling to forgive others, how
then can we expect God to forgive us?
We are told by Chrysostom who lived
during the latter pa't of the fourth cen-
tury that in his day many people used
to omit the words, “‘ as we forgive them
that trespass against us.” They did not
dare to ask God to deal with them as
they were dealing with others But if
we canmot consclertiously utter the
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second part of the petition, we have no
right to offer the fir. t part.

Quotations.—"* Great God, Thy glory
is in pardoning the sinner, mine shall be
in forgiving my brother." —Massillon.

“ Those who are loudcst in trumpet-
ing forth the faults of their brethren are
the very persons with whom no one can
agree, who are a pest of society, and a
grievance to the rest of men."—Massillon.

To brood over infuries brings misery,
to forgive brings joy.

Rules for Killing a League
;. ;){on't come. Psa, 42: 4.

B you do come, com 3 s
2i 2 e late. Psa
3. If too wet or too dry, too hot or too
cold, don't think of coming. Psa. 122: 1,

4, n't imagine the front seats are
intended for you; people might think
YOI; l,ée conceited.

7. Come bound to find

100: 4, i
6. Don't sing. 1 Cor. 14: 15.
7. Don’t attend the devotional meet-

ing; but if you should go, don't take

part. Acts 3: 1,

Psa.

8. Don’t encourage the leader, but tell
his faults to others. Gal. 6: 1

9. If you see a stranger in the audi-
S’lll:‘:‘h?on‘(t offer to shake hands or in-

* him to come again; peopl t
think you bold. Heb. 13: Zp e

10. Never try to bring any one to the
league with you. John 1: 41

11. Let the president do all the work.
Isa, 41: 6-7.

12. Don't take your denominational
paper.. What need you care about the
thllnags of the kingdom?

. Try to run the le 3
ol e league.

14. If you see any one willing to take
hold and help carry on any of the lan‘~
gue w'(:lrk. her s;’lre to find fault, and ac-
cuse them of being bold a
Becles. 9: 10. i

15. Don't speak to another about
Christ; your pastor should do all that
kind of work, James 5: 20; Dan. 12: 3.

1‘6. Don't be particular about how
(1}(2:8 house looks inside or out, but

p your own homes lookin
1 Kings 6: 21-22, B A

17. If you think everything is work-
ing harmoniously, try to stir up some-
thing to engender strife. James 3:
14-16.—Ez.

ook Shelf

All books mentioned here be O -
Methodist ook and Publlshing House! Toromo. " "

Mark 10:

Letters of a Physiclan to his Daughter.
By F. A. Rupp, M.D.  Price 80 tonts,
net. The Vir Publishing Co.

‘This book, written in the form of let
ters from father to daughter, glves 'm-
portant counsel on matters of greatest
concern to every girl, The letters are
framed in language of delicate yet plain
meaning, and contain sage, paternal ad-
vice calculated to safeguard young women
by warning them of the grievous and sad
consequences that have frequently re-
sulted from careless marriages. Parents
may well place this book in the hands of
their growing daughters,

The A V.
B et B Thonen Price, 50
c:nts. The Siunday School Times Co.

The author has described the Apostles
as men, and towards them many will feel
a larger measure of human kinship be-
cause of this book. The writer analyzes
their qualities as leaders in Christian
work, and while not in any sense detract-
ing from their worth, he yet sets them
before us, not on a pedestal for admira-
tion or reverence, but on a thoroughly
human level to be emulated and followed
in work for Christ. It is a thoroughly
readable and a most suggestive little book.

By Rev

“Christ did not ‘send His love,” He brought it.”
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Section of Social Service

*Look Up, Lift Up.”

| =

Writing a Speech for Peter

A Capital Reading for Your Next Social
Evening

The lamplight showed the beads of
perspiration on the lined and weather-
heaten brow of Mr. McBean as he bent
over the kitchen table whereon lay sev-
eral sheets of ruled foolscap. One of the
sheets was partly covered with very
large writing in pencil. Here and there
were blurred patches, where the writer
had sought to delete a word by the
simple process of rubbing it hard with a
moistened forefinger; in more than one
instance not only the words but also the
paper had disappeared.

Mr. McBean groaned, wrote a word
laboriously, stared at it, and groaned
again,

“ Marget,” he sald suddenly, without
looking at his wife, who, while pretend-
ing to knit at the fireside, was really
watching her man with stealthy but
keen interest; ‘ Marget, hoo dae ye
spell unspeakable?  Is't—ible or—
able?"”

“—able,” sald Mrs. McBean, prompt-
ly; then, doubtfully, " or else it's—ible.
What is't ye're wantin' to say, Peter?”

“I'm sayin’ that it gi'es us a' the
maist unspeakable pleesure an' satls-
faction to present him wi’ sich a bewti-
ful an’ gorgeous bookcase, an’' that I'm
sure it gi'es him the maist unspeakable
pleesure an’ satisfaction to get it.”

““ Say it again, Peter.”

Mr. McBean did as requested.

“If 1T was you,"” remarked the old
woman, “ T wud leave oot the bit aboot
the meenister’s satisfaction.”

Mr. McBean threw down his pencil.

“Ig't you or me that's to mak’ the
pr tion?" he d ded, crossly.

“Of course it's you, Peter,” she re-
plied, soothingly.

“Weel,” he sald, his irritation giving
place to sheer dejection, I wish it was
somebody else. This speech’ll be the
death o’ me. Is't—able or ible?”

“ Dinna fash yersel 'aboot the spellin’
o' yer speech—naebody’s likely to see it.
But pay attention to the meanin’, for
everybody's boun’' to hear A

Again Mr. McBean groaned. Poor
man; he had been highly flattered and
gratified when first the village chose
him to make the presentation to the
minister, on the occasion of the latter’s
semi-jubilee; but as the important date
drew nearer and nearer his self-con-
fidence had steadily waned, and now
misery and anxiety claimed him for
their own. The prospect of standing
up, in the church hall, before all his
neighbors, not to mention the minister
himself, utterly appalled him. For a
week he had struggled with the com-
position of a suitable speech, and had
used up at least a shilling's worth of
paper and a whole pencil. He now rea-
lized that he was no further on than at
the start, while the fateful e ening was
barely forty-eight hours distant.

“Wud ye no' tak' a bit rest, Peter?”
sald his wife, striving bravely to con-
ceal her own misery and anxiety. “Ye'll
hurt yer brain, if—"

“ Rest!"” he cried bitterly. ‘‘ Hoo can
1 rest when the event is boomin' sae
near?” (Possibly he ment “ looming.”)
“An' as for ma brain, it's no’' that
feeble, though it kens mair aboot gar-
dens nor speeches.”

“1 didna’ say it was feeble. But

““Small trifles make

/
ye're pittin' an awful strain on it, an’
I'm feart ye—"

“ Aweel,” he said In a dreary yet
determined voice, ‘‘ the speech has got
to be made, even supposin’ ma brain ex-
plodes on the spot.”

*'Oh, whisht, man, whisht! Ye gi'e
me a grue, speakin’ like that.
me what ye've wrote, an’ then leave it
till the morn.”

After some pressing the old man read,
in a mumbling fashion, the lines which
had cost so much mental pain.

“ Ladies an' gentlemen an’' frien's,”
he began.

“Wud ye no' jist ca' them a’
friends?” his wife mildly suggested.

“That wud be ower fameeliar. The
fgentry wudna like it, though they're
ew.'

“ Weel, jist say ‘ladies and gentle-

men.

“Tits, wite! D'ye want the neighbors
to think I'm makin' mock o' them?"

“ Weel, weel; ha'e it yer ain way,
Peter."

Ye dinna need to get huffy, Marget."”

“I'm no' hufty. But I dinna want ye
to say the wrang thing.”

“That's the reason I'm sayin’ ‘ ladies
an’ gentlemen an’ frien's.’ It includes
everybody.”

“ Excep’ yer enemies,” she said, in a
poor attempt to be jocular.

“My! but ye're pernickety! I'st you
or me that’s to mak’ the presentation?”

Mrs, McBean swallowed her natural
desire for the last word, sighed, and re-
quested her man to proceed.  About
five minutes later he did so.

“ Ladles an’ gentlemen an’ frien's, it
gives me great pleesure an’ satisfaction
to behold ye a' gethered together on
this important occasion.” (This was a
quotation from a speech to which Mr.
McBean had listened some year pre-
viously. He now wished he had listened
more attentively.) * As each o' ye has
had the pleesure an’ satisfaction o' sub-
seribin’ for this bewtiful an’ gorgeous
bookcase for oor honored an’' beloved
meenister's simmy-jubilee, ye are a’
aware o' the reason for this getherin'
an’' presentation. Ye are dootless sur-
prised an' astonished to behold sich a’
bewtiful an’ gorgeous bookcase for yer
money; an' I've got to explain that, if
it hadna been for Maister Drummond
gl'ein’ filve pounds—five pound!—the
bookcase wud ha'e been a lot inferior.
Ye a’ ken—"

“D'ye think ye should speak aboot
the five pound frae Maister Drummond,
Y. 'ur?” put in Mrs. McBean.

‘ What wey should I no’ speak aboot
it?"” he asked, with some asperity.

Mrs. McBean found it impossible to
express her objections, and presently
begged him to continue.

“Ye a’ ken,” he resumed, “ hoo weel
aff we are wi' oor honored an' beloved
meenister, the Reverend Maister Shel-
brook, which has labored amongst us
for exactly five-an’-twinty year. He cam’
to us a young man, wi’ sma’ experience,
but noo he's aulder an’' wiser. We're
rale prood o' him an’ his honored and
beloved wife an’ faymily. He preferred
a hookease to a siller teapot, et cetera,
his wife’s uncle havin’ providet the
game, accordin’ to his last will an’ tes-
tament. An’ so, ladies an’ gentlemen
an' frien's, I arise for to say that it
gives us a' the maist unspeakable
pleesure an' satisfaction to present him
wi’ such a bewtiful an’ gorgeous book-
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case, an' I'm sure it gi'es him the maist
nn:;i):?nble pleasure an’ satisfaction to
get it.”

Mr. McBean paused and drew a long
breath.

“That's a' I've got wrote,” he said,
and eyed his spouse as if waiting for her
opinion.

It was slow in coming, Mrs. McBean
felt that all was not right with the
speech, yet for the life of her she could
not have stated definitely what was
wrong.

‘““Ha'e ye set yer heart on speakin’
aboot the meenister's satisfaction?” she
ventured timidly at last. ‘“ Wud it no’
be best to let him speak for himsel’
aboot that, Peter?"”

“What's wrang wi' me speakin’
aboot it? Is't no’ the truth?”

" Ou, ay, I suppose it's the truth, but

“ Oh, onything to please ye. I'll score
it oot! 1Is there onythin' else that's
wrang?”’

“Na, na. But I was wonderin’ if he
wud like ye tellin' everybody aboot the
uncle an’ the siller teapot. Ye see—'"

“ Onything else?” cried Mr. McBean,
in a voice that seemed to burst from
his chest.

“Na, na, Peter. Yer speech is rale
fine—-"

“That's no the speech; it's merely
the introductory remarks.

Mrs. McBean gasped, and recovered
herself.

“Weel, it's rale fine, whatever it is.
But—but d'ye think ye need speak
aboot the meenister bein' aulder an’
wiser nor when he cam’ first to the
kirk? Mind ye, I'm no' sayin’ there's
onything wrang — Oh, Peter — Oh,
Peter!"

The exclamation was full of dismay,
caused by the sight of the old man
erumpling up the paper and flinging it
into the fire.

“ Oh, Peter!"
“1 hope ye're pleased, noo!" he said,
half resentful, half ashamed. *‘Ye'll

maybe explain at the meetin’ on Friday
that ve didna conseeder ma speech fit
to be spoke. I wash ma han’'s o' the
business, They can get some ither body
to mak' ‘he presentation. I'm gaun to
ma bed.”

“ Oh, Peter!” she sighed.

: But he refused to return to the sub-
ect.

Mr. McBean slept badly that night.
Mrs. McBean slept not at all. Frequent-
ly he muttered in his sleep, and she
caught such phrases as ‘ honored and
beloved,” * umspeakable pleesure an’
satisfaction,” ‘‘ gorgeous bookcase.”
The old woman was distressed and sore
afraid. She knew that her man would
never seek the assistance of his neigh-
hors—mnot that she desired him to do so,
for she had some pride of her own; but
she dreaded for his sake any blundering
or breakdown on the great occasion, and
still more, far more, she dreaded the
effect of the strain on his mind. It
seemed to her that he was a different
man from what he had been a week ago;
his old buoyancy and heartiness had de-
parted from him, and his appetite had
decreased alarmingly. So she lay with
aching thoughts, feeling very wretched
and helpless.

In the dawn Peter arose, and, deem-
ing her to be still asleep, dressed him-
self in silence. Presently he procured
paper and pencil and seated himself at
the kitchen table. Now and then a half-
stifled groan escaped him.

Later he came to the bedside, look-
ing humble and hopeless.

“It's ower big a lob for me,” he sald
despairingly. ‘It beats me completely.
Can ye no' help me, wife?”

“Oh, Peter, I could never mak’' a
epeech.”

up life; therefore they should be helpful trifles.”
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“Try,” he implored. 1 dinna want
to affront ye on Friday, Marget. I
dinna want to affront masel'—nor yet
the meenister. Try, wumman, try!
Though I was angry last nicht, I seen
that ye kent mair aboot it than me.
b <o b

She shook her head.

“ But try,” he persisted. ‘‘ Ye've a’
the day, when I'm at ma wark, to be
tryin’; an’' at nicht we'll try again,
together."”

She shook her head again, but this
time, without looking at him, she mur-

ured:

“ Weel, I'll try, Peter.”

- . . . - .

When tea was over that night and the
dishes washed. Mrs. McBean brought
out several sheets of foolscap. Mr. Mz
Bean read them over with a eritical air
while she regarded him uneasily.

“It's no’ bad,” he observed at last.
1 didna think ye was that clever, wife.
1 think I'll maybe be able to pit this into
shape. The chief fau't is that ye dinna
say emough aboot the meenister. I'll
need to butter him up a bit."”

““ Oh, but, Peter,” she sald, nervously,
* d'ye think he wud like'that? He's
awfu’' modest man, ye ken. Ye wud
like to be buttered up yersel' afore a'
the congregation.”

That's true; but it's the correct
thing to butter up meenisters at social
gatherin’s. Still, the speech ye've made,
Marget, is no’ sae bad, an’ I'll mak’ the
best I can o' it.”

Once more Mr. McBean fell to with
his pencil. He soon found, however,
that he could make little improvement
on the original manuseript, and finally
contented himself with copying it out
and spelling a few of the words differ-
ently.

That night he slept soundly, but his
wife was restless, and the following day
she complained of her old enemy, rheu-
matism. Mr. McBean had to go to the
presentation gathering alone.

He returned swelling with import-
ance, glowing with satisfaction.

‘“Well, Peter, hoo did ye get on?"
Marget asked, unsteadily.

‘“ Splendid, jist splendid! I was re-
ceivin’ compliments for the rest o' the
evenin’. Maister Drummond-—him that
gl'ed the five pound—said it was the
neatest speech ever he heard.”

“Did the meenister seem pleased?”

“ Deed, ay! An’ nae wonder! The
applause was tremendous, as they say
in the papers.

Mrs, McBean gave a sigh of relief.

“An’,” continued her husband,
jauntily, “I've been requested to de-
liver a speech at the Odd Fellows' ga-
therin' next month—"

“ Oh!—Oh!"
“What's ado?"
“Oh, Peter, promise ye'll never,

never mak’ anither speech.”

“ Hoots, wife, It's the first plunge
that's the warst. I've confidence in
masel’ noo. I could face ony audience

in the warld,” he sald, airily.

Then he saw that she was very
serious. But even then he would not
give tbe promise desired. If folk en-
joyed his speech-making, why should he
refuse to pleasure them?

In the morning, however, his enthu-
siasm, happily for the old woman's sake,
had cooled considerably.

“ Efter a’,” he remarked casually, at
breakfast, I think I'll gi'e up the
speechifying, Marget. 1—I'll rest on ma
laurels, as the sayin’ is.”

She could scarce speak for thankful-
ness, but she managed to say:

“Ts that a promise, Peter? Ye see,
I—I'm gettin’ ower auld for the—the
excitement.”

“ Havers!” he sald, laughing.
it's a promise a’ the same.”

“ But

After he had gone to his work she
sat awhile by the hearth-—an unusual
proceeding for her in the daytime. But
the reaction had been a severe one.

Rousing herself at last she rose, and
from a drawer, which she unlocked, took
a folded paper. She opened it and
glanced over the lines of small, clear
writing. Then she placed it on the fire
and watched it being consumed.

“ Oh,” she sighed, " he's a kind man,
the meenister; but though it was to
save ma life, I could never ask him to
write anither speech for Peter."—J. J.
Bell, in Success Magazine.

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. 191

Concerning Ourselves

On page 198, this issue, you will find
a list of Epwortn Era agents. These
have been duly appointed to act as rep-
resentatives for our paper in the places
named. We want an agent in every
Young People's Society. A letter was
sent some weeks ago to all our local
league and other presidents, explaining
the situation and making the request.
The list printed on page 198 is the re-
sult. The number iz not large but it is
good for a commencement. If your
League is not represented, kindly call

THE OLD,

From Porter's Hill, Ont, we have re
ceived an account of an “ Orange Soclal
Evening,” which may be suggestive.
After an excellent programme of music
ete., had been provided, lunch was served,
not in the customary way. Ordinary
berry boxes were secured, each mounted
with a wire handle and decorated with
orange colored tissue paper. Two boxes
were tled together to serve each couple
present, the Soclal Committee having
spent an evening together previously pre-
paring the baskets. The friends attend-
ing the Social had the pleasure of enjoy-
ing the evening, and of contributing to the
treasury nearly nine dollars, of which
amount six dollars were given to the
trustees of the church as the last payment
on the new parsonage stable. Who says
the young people of our churches are not
practical in their outlook?

OLD STORY

the attention of your President to the
matter at once. If our young people
will co-operate with us, THe Era will
become increasingly useful and its cir-
culation will grow; but if no agent is
appointed in the various Leagues, and
the interests of the paper a.e thereby
neglected, there cannot be any marked
expansion of either influence or subserip-
tion list. See to it that your Soclety
does as the Editor's letter to every
President, dated June 15th, requested,
and so help both your work and the
paper to become more and mere influ-
ential.

The Hyatt Ave. Epworth League, Lon-
don, has done will, With a membership
of 80 the average attendance from October
to May was 50.

“ Happiness is a roadside flower growing on the highway of usefulness "’

ey a
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OUR JUNIORS

“ Train up a Child According to His Way."

A Thanksgiving Guest

The boy Augustine was full of thought
In the evening shadows dim; )
He had folded his hands and said his
prayer
And sung his evening ‘hymn.
But on his face was a wistful look
And in his eyes was a tear.
“(O Mother, when a little child prays,
Does the Lord Christ always hear?

“For 1 have asked him to come so oft,
Have watched at the open gate
For any Traveller that might be He,
From morning until late.

“ And so, to-night, T told him again
To-morrow's Thanksgiving Day;
O dear Lord Chrisf, if it be thy will,
1 pray Thee to pass this way.

«1 wonder if He will hear and come.
The Mother spoke soft and low:

«[f thou hast bid Him to Thanksgiving,
He will come, or send, I know.”

The child was up at the morning light;
For his hope he could not rest.
He watched the hills and watched the
moor
For the coming of his Guest;

And about the middle of the nay
The Mother touched her boy:
“Lord Christ has sent the Thanksgiving
Guest.”
He turned, with a holy joy,

And followed her to the household room;
And there, by the warm, bright fire,

Lay a littie cmid, with hunger faint
And stained with the wayside mire,

Shivering with cold, naked and sick,
With tears in his sad blue eyes;
And the boy Augustine looked at him

With a wondering surprise;

For the servants hurried to and fro,
In their piteous service fleet;
And his Mother kneeling, bathed the
wounds,
On the small, bare, frozen feet.

And he waiched her till his tender heart
Vas filled with a sorrow wild;
For he thought, “ Lord Christ has surely

come,
And come as a little child;
“ And has found the way too long and
hard.”

0 innocent, childish heart,
To keep such a tender festival,
With the Christ Child set apart!

And never, never, have wiser years
Brought him half such sweet content
As filled the Thanksgiving Day he kept
With the child that Jesus sent.
—Selected.

Scripture Enigma

1 am a verse in the Epistle to the
Hebrews.

My 9, 13, 8, 15, is one of the United
States.

My 12, 20, 19, 7, 21, is a city in Arabia.

My 11, 14, 16, 17, is a city In England.

My 1, 5, 21, 13, 18, is a city in Italy.

My 4, 11, 9, 21, 3, Is a country in Asia.

My 10, 12, 2, 20, is an ancient Bible city.

My 6, 5, 2, 21, is a city in Switzerland.

!
Weekly Topic Studies

AUGUST 21.—CHRIST'S FRIENDS AT
THE SUPPER.—John 13: 1-17,

It is sad to think that the enemies of
Jesus were the religious leaders of the
Jewish nation, proud, false-hearted men.
The Bible says they loved darkness
rather than light, for their deeds were
evil. Jesus and his companions had
walked from Bethany along the same
road over which he had been carried in
triumph a few days before. Coming to
Jerusalem they entered a friend’s house,
and in the guest-chamber Jesus kept the
last Passover with them. They had
gathered around the table with Jesus
at the head. In our Scripture lesson
we learn of what Jesus did that night
to teach them and us the lesson of
humility. They listened to His wonder-
ful words full of comfort, for He was
going to leave them. Weaving together
the words of Matthew, Mark and Luke
and of Paul in his first Epistle to the
Corinthians, we have the story of what
followed. ‘‘As they were eating, Jesus
took bread,” ete. *“ And He took the
cup,” ete. Explain when and how we
may take this Sacrament, and that this
solemn service was not for the Aposties
alome. But it is for all who love Jesus,
and is now called the Lord’s Supper.
Before Jesus left that room He sal
to them, “Let not your heart be trou-
bled.” He told them that their obed-
fence would prove their love for Him.
He promised that the Spirit of God
would come into their hearts, giving
them so much help and joy that He
called it the “Comforter.” Then he
prayed a wonderful prayer. As He
prayed so may we. (Find other refer-
ences to prayer.) After singing they
went out. Do we prize the advice and
words of our friends as we might?

AUGUST 28.—JAPAN. A STUDY OF
THE COUNTRY AND PEOPLE.

There are many accessories for the
study of Japan, so that this should be one
of the most interesting meetings which
the Juniors have yet had. Life and cus-
toms in the Sunrise Kingdom are en-
tirely different from ours, yet we should
impress upon the children that our ways
are just as strange to the Japanese, and
that, though they speak a strange lan-
guage and though their manners are dif-
ferent from ours, they, too, are children of
the same Heavenly Father.

The Missionary Object Lessons on Japan
will be a great help to the Superintendent
in this meeting. It is far easier to teach
through the eye than through the ear,
alone, and life in Japan will be much
more real to the children after they have
seen and handled some of the objects
which are in daily use among the Japan-
ese people. The little book of directions
accompanying the box of curios will help
the Superintendent in her work.

* Japan for Juniors” contains in simple
form descriptions of the country and of
the people, It would be possible to assign
certain sections from this book to the
Juniors who are to take part in the
meeting.

The set of* Japan cards give some splen-
did illustrations of life in that country.
On the back of every card is a descrip-
tion which may be elaborated by the
Superintendent, and eacti card in this way
will form the basis of an Interesting
story or talk. The card showing the
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school will illustrate a talk upon the
school system of Japan, which is second
to none in the world. So well is It car-
ried out that over ninety per cent. of the
children of school age in Japan are in the
schools.

The Great Buddha tells the story of the
religion of Japan, and why our mission-
aries have gone there. Though they are
being educated—though their country is
progressing along almost every line, these
boys and girls are, many of them, ignor-
ant of the one true God. They are bow-
;ns down to idols such as are pletured

ere.

The letters in the Missionary Builetin
from our missionaries in Japan will be
helpful in f{llustrating the life of the
people. Besides this, they are of great
interest because they are from our own
representatives.

Information for this meeting will be
found in the Bulletin, $1.00 per year;
Japan for Juniors, 20 cents; Missionary
Object Lessons on Japan, $1.50; Japan
cards, one dozen in a package, 20 cents.
Order from F. C. Stephenson, Methodist
Mission Rooms, Tofonto.—C. C. 8.

SEPTEMBER 4.-—IN THE DARKNESS
't THE GARDEN.—Matt. 26: 36-
The hymn of joy and praise in the
Upper Room was to be followed by
words of sadness in Gethsemane. This
place was about half a mile ountside the
city, and into this garden Jesus had
often gone with His disciples. Leaving
the rest at the entrance, He took Peter,
James and John farther on. These three
companions had witnessed His glory on
the Mount of Transfiguration, and His
power in the death-chamber of the
daughter of Jairus, and were to see His
agony in Gethsemane. Jesus had only
a few hours before shown His love and
sympathy for them, and now they had
an opportunity to comfort Him. What
did they do, however? Jesus knelt and
prayed to His Father, and so heavy did
He feel the weight of sorrow resting upon
Him that it has been said that, instead
of sweat, great drops of blood fell upon
the grass, and the white flowers near by
were made red. Three times Jesus came
and found sleeping disciples. Might
they not have watched with Him?
Would we not have tried to do so? He
lovingly excused them, saying what?
Was ever a friend so true and so kind
as Jesus? What can we do in return
for all His love to us? Like Jesus do
we ever go into our Garden of Geth-
semane? When we do are we ever
alone? Who is always near to help,
comfort and bless us in every little
trouble? The story has only been
touched upon here. The Junior Super-
intendents must, of course, develop it
for themselves. It is only possible to
give a few suggestions in the space al-
lotted to these topics. If at any time
further help is required, do not hesitate
to write in good time to the Central
Office, 35 Richmond St. West. We will
be glad to assist you. In fact, will you
not write more frequently and tell the
Gen;{'ll Secretary about your plans and
work?

SEPTEMBER 11.—THE TRAITOR
AMONG CHRIST'S FRIENDS.—
Luke 22: 1-6.

We have not talked much about one
of the Apostles, but must say some-
thing about him now—Judas Iscariot,
who betrayed His Master. Judas had
not come from Galilee like the rest of
his companions of Jesus, but from
Judea. He was no doubt a clever busi-
ness man, and the Disciples had made
him their treasurer to carry the bag
containing what little money belonged
to them. They trusted him. Should
this not have made him careful and

«The formation of character is always better than the reformation.”
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honorable? But Judas was covetous,
and the Bible says he became a thief.
Do you not think it was selfishness
first that led to this? Have we to guard
against this very sin—selfishness? Why
then did Judas wish to be among the
companions of Jesus? Perhaps we
think it was because he saw the crowds
following Jesus, listening to Him, and
speaking of Him with thankfulness,
and Judas thought some day Jesus
would be a great king, and it would
mean for Judas fame, power and riches
to be one of His followers. Jesus
pitied Judas. He saw that in him there
was the making of a wise and useful
man if he could be saved from his greed
and sin, so He drew him to His side to
teach him. But Judas proved to be
utterly false, and with his longing for
money he helped the enemies of Jesus
to kill the Saviour. Are 'there any
traitors to-day? What f{s a traltor?
What becomes of them? Instead of be-
ing like Judas, what may we become
with like opportunities before us?

SEPTEMBER 18. — HOW PETER
SINNED AND WEPT.—Matt. 26:
69-75.

It was after midnight when Jesus
was hurried from Gethsemane to the
city and the palace of Annas, the High
Priest, and Calaphas, who then held
office.

Annas first examined Jesus, his pris-
oner, with hatred, trying to find some-
thing wrong in what He had said or
done. Did this bitter man find it? Still
bound, Jesus was taken before Calaphas
for a further unjust trial. Describe the
trial. After the disciples had forsaken
Jesus in the Garden and fled, Peter and
John followed, and John was allowed to
enter the palace of Calaphas. Peter for
a while waited near by and sat with the
servants of the man who was condemn-
ing His Master. He thought they did
not know him, but someone knew he
was a friend of John, and asked him if
he had not been with Jesus of Galilee,
Peter, once so bold, now denied that he
knew Him. He did this three times.
He Intended to do everything he had
promised Jesus, but when the trial came
he was weak and timid. When Peter
had at times before stumbled, Jesus had
reproved him gently, and had sought to
train him into the true man of God.
His fault, however, was not as bad as
that of Judas, for Peter was sorry.
Peter had been trusting in his own
strength. He would have been safer if
he had not been so self-rellant and more
humble. He acted the part of a cow-
ard, but Jesus forgave him, for He saw
him go out and weep bitterly. Even
though cruel enemies were all around
Jesus, causing him pain and suffering,
Jesus remembered Peter, who went out
not to despair and death like Judas, but
to a new life of love and work for His
Lord —C. G. W,

The Sunday School Idea and
the Junior Idea

A few people, who are honest in their
opinions, doubt the wisdom of allowing
children to take part in a Junlor meet-
ing. They claim that a verse is read
without thought as to its meaning, and
that the meetings as now conducted,
are helpful but harmful. I cannot agree
with these objections. Of course if the
boy and girl continue to read verses at
every meeting there is no growth. But
the fault is largely with the superin-
tendent, who has not tried sufficiently
to bring the children out of the verse
reader’s class. The children do not
come to the meeting to receive instruc-
tion from the supsrintendent; that is
the Sunday School idea. The Endeavor
idea is participation.. It is a good idea

to combine the two plans, and we will
be helping our Juniors into a broader,
better Christian life. More attention
should be given to the spiritual growth
of each individual child.—Mrs. Charles
Hutehinson.

Work Among Little Strangers
BY MISS L, 8, MASON,
All People’s Mission, Winnipeg.

This month has been a rather unsettled
one as we moved over to the new build-
ing, and had to hunt up new children.
Were so glad to find on coming back
that many of our older children had
started to the public school.

Others there are whom we would like
to see going as they are old enough, but
it is a matter of choice with them,
unfortunately,

Many new children have come, mostly
Syrian and Polisn. It is so difficult to
get the names and one has to go many
times to the home before much knowledge
of the life can be secured.

The parents seem so delighted with
the building and with smiling faces re-
peat “dolra, dolra” My Marinza she
so llke come” Marinza appears in the
afternoon, clad in a cotton gown long

THE CHILDREN ATTEND THE KINDERGARTEN.

and soiled, hair well greased and shoes
three sizes too large for her. Lander, the
small brother of four comes too, also wear-

ing a dress—because as we are told—she

(meaning he) no got pants. Poor dears!
how still they sit at first, while we sing
our welcome to them—and to each other—
Lander does not want to work, all after-
noon he wanders about the room “seeing
things.” It is all very wonderful, and
as something new is discovered he runs to
sister, talking rapidly in Polish and pull-
ing at her to come see. Teacher nods
and away the two go, and with faces
pressed against the glass of the wonderful
cupboard, they are lost to all around
them. It will not be many days before
Marinza has her hair tied up at the side
with a piecé of rag. Just like our dainty
Scotch lassie Jeannie. So strong is the
power of imitation. Out of our store of
clothing is found a pair of pants and coat
for Lander, and it does ones heart good
to see him as he surveys himself and
discovers the pockets. Both kiss teacher's
hands as they go home, with promise of
coming to-morrow,

It is a real joy to the teachers to help
these little ones, and we see in them great
possibilities for future good

During the morning we have had an
average attendance of 47. Afternoon, 52
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Two kind friends have been coming
down in the morning and helping, one
undertook to bath the children. And this
has been a real blessing as they get
mother to wash their clothing, and are
learning what it means to be sweet and

clean. Nastasha wants to know if mother
can't get wash. “So much men at her
house, she no get “ baffed.” Our building
is indeed a blessing

You Should Know

How the Oyster Grows.

When an oyster is hatched, it is as
small as the point of a needle. It looks
like a little white dot. But it grows
and grows, and by the time it is a year
old it is about as big as a silver twenty-
five-cent piece. When it is five or six
years old it is full grown and just right
to eat. You can tell how old an oyster
is by the shell. Each layer counts for
a year.—~Selected.

How Bruin Runs.

The dull-looking and lumbering old
grizzly bears that city boys and girls
see in the park cages, and that a few
country folks see in the mountains from
time to time, ap-
pear awkward and
slow of pace; but
look out for them
when they get to
tunning. At that
time Mr. Grizzly
seems to be about
three fourths hind
legs and one fourth
head; and how he
does run along' He
seems to simply rol
over the ground
like a giant snow-
»all bounding down
a steep hill. Bruin
can outrun the
fastest horse over a
good course, and
when hard pressed
he will bounce from
fifteen to twenty
feet at a jump, and
his track will be
marked by claw
holes that resemble
the work of a big
farm harrow.—Pic-
ture Lesson Paper.
How Squirrels Steer.

Robert and his father were walking
in the park, stopping occasionally to
throw a peanut to one of the squirrels
that were hopping over the ground and
sorambling up the trees.

“Do you know why it is that a squir-
rel has a bushy tail while a rabbit and
a guinea pig have none, Robert?" asked
his father.

Robert said that, come to think of it,
he really didn't believe he knew

“Do you know why it is that the
sailors equip their boats with so many
different sails and why it s that the
Indian feathers his arrows? The sailor
shifts his sails to get the help of the
wind. The Indian feathers his arrows
to hold their flight true. The squirrel
uses his tail for the same purposes.
Now, watch the next squirtel that jumps
from one tree to another.”

In a few minutes a squirrel launched
himself out from the top of a big tree.

He seemed bound for the limb of an-
other tree standing about ten feet away.

Robert watched him give his feathery
tail a sudden twist, and in a flash he
landed upon the trunk of the tree in-
stead of the limb. And then Robert
said that he understood.-—The American

Boy

“He that turneth from the road to rescue another turneth towards his goal.”
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Sunday School and Epworth League
General Board Quadrennial Report

I. SUNDAY SCHOOLS
1. STATISTICAL.

The following summary of the Statistics for the Quad-
rennium will show the growth of our work.

1906 1910  Increase
Number of Schools s 3,662  *3,678 126
Number of Teachers and Offi-
e ey 34,658 36,503 1,945
Number of Scholars—
Cradle Roll 9,716 22,277 12,561
Primary .... 76,434 80,817 4,383
Intermediate 104,624 110,087 5,463
Senior .. .. 78,9563 101,742 22,789
Home Depart-
ment ....... 14,296 190,61 4,766
Number in Union Schools. 5,149 6,913 1,764
Total 8. 8. Membership . 323,729 377,400 53,671

While these figures show a marked increase In every De-
partment of our Sunday School membership, it will be noted
that over 65% of the growth is in the Cradle Roll and
Senior Departments. This results most probably from the

ng sense of r ility that is coming on the
Church_for the nurture and care of the infant children, and
the larger idea of the Sunday School as a place not for chil-
dren only, but for the whole congregation, irrespective of
age.

During the Quadrennium the Organized Adult Bible Class
Movement has come into effect and has had a marked in-
fluence on Sunday School life and work. We have, up to
June 25th last, enrolled, according to the International
Standard of Recognition, 563 classes, with a membership of
16,236. The unlimited possibilitiés of this Department of
Organized study and work are only just beginning to be
realized, and a groat future awaits it if our classes are true
to the standard ¢’ organization.

2. EVANGELISTIC.

During the Quadrennium 49,069 members of the Sunday
School have united with the Church, an increase of 9,808
over the previous four years; 8 sohools have observed
Decision Day, being 178 more than were reported as doing
80 in 1906. The Sunday School should ever be the Church’'s
most fruitful recruiting ground for intelligent members and
active workers, and larger returns shouid be sought every
succeeding year.

It is of moment in this connection to note that, though
our Sunday School membership has made phenomenal
numerical increase, the number of our scholars reported as
learning the Catechism is growing less. In 1902 there were
26,533, in 1906, 24,075, and in 1910, 21,619. These last
figures are only 20% of our Intermediate section alone.
This fact may well provoke serious questioning, for to bring
all our scholars into intelligent faith in Christ and to train
them in our standards of Church Doctrine must be the aim of
our Sunday School workers everywhere, if we would develop a
high type of Christian man or woman in our schools.

3. TEMPERANCE.

During the Quadrenmium 77,288 have signed the Pledge,
and 109,212 are now reported as pledged abstainers. The
inaccuracy of our statistics in this regard is manifest. In
1906 there were 98,488 pledged abstainers. Since then
77,288 have taken the pledge, and yet only 109,212 are
reported in 1910 as our total number of pledged abstainers.
While these figures for 1910 show an increase of 10,724
over those of 1906, they do not adequately represent the
influence of our schools as centres of education in matters
of Temperance and Moral Reform. More systematic atten-
tion to this Department is needed from the Primary up
through all the grades, for the growth of the sentiment for
the prevention of all legalized vice in our land will be largely
in proportion to the faithfulness of our officers and teachers
in imparting wise instruction in all that pertains to personal
purity and social reform. Our Sunday Schools everywhere
should train our children and youth in the principles and

*(Since 1906, 52 schools and 4,000 echolars in Japan have
been transferred from our records by the consummation of
Church Union there.)

practice fof the highest type of Ohristian Citizenship, and a
more thorough and reliable system of statistical reports
should be introduced.

4. OUR PERIODICALS.

Our Sunday School papers and helps continue to increase
in popularity and influence. Their circulation is now 363,000,
an increase of 60,000 since 1906, while the number of
foreign publications taken by our schools has decreased in
the same time by over 5,000, In the face of the keen com-
petition that exists for the patromage of our schools, the
marked growth of our own publications and the decline of
those from outside is most satisfactory, and is a tribute to
the uniform and superior excellence of the output of our
own Publishing House.

5. FINANCES.

A simple comparative statement for the Quadrennium will
show the splendid increases in all Departments of Finance:

For Missions— For Sunday School Aid and

1906-10 . .. $155,947 Extension Fund—
1902-06 ...... 98,161 1906-10 ...... $28,476
——n 1902-06 ...... 12,076
Increase .... $57,786 ————
Increase .... $16,400
For Bducational Fund— P »
142810 1 sauer FOLRERe PP s, 010
SRIPHE!Ss 2,626 190306 ...... 637,988
AngroRde .o - 1,616 Increase .... $106,031
For Superannuation Fund—  For Other Purposes—
1906-10 ...... $3,478 1906-10 ...... $111,644
1902-06 ...... 2,311 1902-06 ...... 32,660
Increase .... $1,167 Increase ... $79,084
For All Purposes—
1906-10 ......$1,043,260
1902-06 ...... 785,622
Increase .... $257,638

These figures bear testimony not only to the great growth
of our Sunday School work, but to the Interest of our
schools in all good works and their liberality in support
thereof. They are most gratifying.

6. EVERGREEN SCHOOLS.

While we have yet 833 schools that close during part of
the year, it is pleasing to note that 2,845 of our schools are
kept open the whole year. This number shows 216 more
than were reported as open the year round in 1906. The
aim of pastors and superintendents should be to preserve
unbroken the weekly school session throughout the year.

7. TEACHERS' MEETINGS.

Only 292 schools hold regular meetings for the teachers’
study of the lessons. While this is 67 more than four years
ago, it is only a fraction of the number that should be held.

8. SUPPLEMENTAL LESSONS.
An Course of 1 dies has been
prepared and recommended by our Board, but as yet only
421 schools seem to be doing work of this character.
this is a new feature of our work no comparison with a past
quadrennium can be made. It is worthy of general adoption
and might well be introduced in the majority of our schools.

9. RALLY DAY,

In 1906 there were 1,120 schools reported as having ob-
served this day. In 1910 the number had increased to 1,674,
an increase of 554, Where well planned and enthusiastically
observed, Rally Day has eneured a good start for the school
in the opening of Autumn. An apprwpriate Rally Day Pro-
gramme has been prepared for somo years past by the
General Secretary, and issued by the Book Room. - This year
a fitting service, ** The Path of Life,” his been arranged by
the Board to be freely distributed to a'l schools which ob-

‘“Opportunities approach only those who use them.”

, -
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serve the aay, and at the Rally Day service take their annual
offering for the Sunday School Aid and Extension Fund in
the envelopes prepared for that purpose and supplied by the
General Board. This plan promises well.

10. TEACHER TRAINING.

The importance of this educational phase of our Sunday
School work has been increasingly felt, and the need of its
development more and more realized. Its growth has not
been as marked as was hoped for. The following figures
will show this. The schools having Teacher Training Classes
were as follows in the years named: 1902, 89; 1908, 96;
1904, 95; 1905, 106; 1906, 112; 1907, 117; 1908, 115;
1909, 121; 1910, 133.

The General Board at its recent meeting, held July 14th,
1910, after careful study of the situation, organized a dis-
tinet Department of Teacher Training for the advancement
of this very important branch of our Sunday School work.
The demand for better qualified teachers is universal, the
need is admitted, and the newly formed Teacher Training
Department will endeavor to so conduct the work of train-
ing that each year will show increasingly fruitful results.
The details of the Department and its plans and methods of
work cannot now be stated, as it is but newly formed. They
will be made known in due course, and will doubtless meet
with a degree of favor by the schools. Large and helpful
results are anticipated during the next quadrennium.

The foregoing are ily very
brief, but are evidence of at least two things, (1) The
Methodist Church is not losing its grip on practical Sunday
School work, nor ‘receding from its advance position in
Sunday School activities, and (2) The General Conference
of 1906 made no in p g for a more h
oversight of this most important department of work.

During the Quadrennium the labors of the General and
Associate Secretaries have been constant, and the assistance
rendered them on the Field through Conferences and Dis-
tricts by the various Secretaries has been invaluable. These
labors cannot be tabulated nor their results catalogued, but
the general prosperity of the whole Field is proof that they
have not been in vain.

The office of District Sunday School Secretary will be one
of abounding usefulness as its possibilities become apparent,
and the men appointed thereto realize the great scope of
possible influence in making the plans of the General Board
effective throughout the whole Church, and in co-operating
with the General y and his in giving
practical effect to the Sunday School Policy of the Chureh.

II. YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES
1. STATISTICAL.

The following tables will show at a glance the comparative
condition of our Young People's Societies from year to year:

1906 1907 1908 1909 1910
Number of—
Epworth Leagues
orE.L's.of CE. 1366 1,360 1,406 1,372 1,347
Young Men’s Clubs 96 107 99 83
Other Young Peo-

ple’s Socleties. . 171 101 84 110 101

Junior Socleties. .. 327 334 337 356 3538

Total Socleties.. 1,864 1,891 1,934 1,937 1,884
Members in—

Epworth Leagues

or E. L's of C.E. 54,411 53,176 55,791 55,623 54,687
Young Men's Clubs 4,186 4,855 4,001 3,473
Other Young Peo-

ple’'s Socleties.. 6,777 3,407 3,485 4,160 3,672
Junior Socleties.. 14,657 14,458 15,143 16,639 15,226

75,845 75,227 79,274 80,428 76,808

These tables show a decrease of 19 Epworth Leagues, but
an increase of 126 Epworth League members in the Quad-
rennium. The present number of Young Men’s Clubs is 83
with 3,478 members. A decrease of 70 other Young People's
Societies, with a loss of 3,205 members, is reported, and an
increase of 26 Junior Socleties with an added membership of
569. The whole gives a net gain during the Quadrennium of
;2!nrhul Societies, with an increased total membership of

‘While we have abundant reason to thank God for the past
of our Epworth League and Associated Young People’s Or-
ganized Work, and rejoice in what it has achieved, the pres-
ent condition of things is far from satisfactory, and the
needs of the work should engage the most serious considera-
tion of the General Conference, that the future may be bright
with greater achievements than ever the past has seen.
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2. FINANCIAL,

Our Young People’s Societies have ralsed as follows:
. $133,266
94,564
$39.702
$47,662
52,649
56,201
58,039

$213,351
1902-08 ........c00000000n 141,356

Increase ..........oooe0 $71,995

For Sunday School Aid and Extension Fund.
The contributions by Conferences for the
Quadrennium are:—

Toronto Conference
Hamilton Conference
London Conference .
Bay of Quinte
Montreal .....
New Brunswick
Nova Scotia ....
Newfoundland
Manitoba .....
Saskatchewan . .
Alberta S WA

British Columbia ...........

$9,860.46
6,604.55

Increase .............n $3.345.91

For all Purposes—

1906-10 .. $439,536
1902-08 .....ci0iiinennnnn 313,179
Increase ........oeveeen $126,357

The above figures are suggestive of much activity among
our young people, and when it is seen that approximately
one-half of the total amount of their givings is for Missions,
their spirit to the fon of the Kingd God
is at once apparent. Their loyalty cannot be questioned.

3. WORK ON THE FIELD.

All the Conferences and about one-half of the Districts in
our Church nave some form of organization for the pro-
motion of the Young People's work. In various ways, but
mainly by Con' 1 and these
Conference and District organizations co-operate to develop
the interests of the Socleties. Much has been done, and
while the tabulated statistics do not give much reason for
congratulation because of great numerical growth in our
Socleties, the results actually achieved cannot be. estimated.
The pressing need seems to be not so much more ability to
raise money, but more power to do aggressive evangelistic
work in the local community. Led by faithful pastors our
young people should become more and more an organized
force to extend everywhere the Kingdom of God. From our
Young People’s Socleties should come a constant stream of
recruits for every sphere of Church activity at home and
abroad. Much has been but more awaits
accomplishment, and workers are everywhere in d

4. THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

This League paper has been in existence eleven years, and
its circulation remains practically at the same mark from
year to year. The service it is rendering our young people
is much appreciated in many quarters. Whether or not its
influence may be extended by some change of form is being
con. dered by the Book Committee, and will be decided by
the General Conference. After eleven years, and with a
constituency of over 75,000 young people to serve, its sub-
scription Iist should be much increased. It has hovered
between 5,000 and 6,000 for years, and on the basis of this
circulation cannot be made self-sustaining. It should at
Jeast have 10,000 subscribers.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

8. T. BARTLETT,

General Secretary.
Toronto, 18th July, 1910.

‘“Religion is the music of the Infinite in the heart of man.”
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From the General Secretary’s Mail

Pointed Paragraphs for Practical People

BE. W.—* Thanks for the splendid com-
pliment you have paid the Era when you
write, “no matter how blue one feels,
you always seem to find something in the
ErA to brighten the way and lighten the
load.”

We were feeling a bit “blue” when
your letter came, for Editors do not
always have sunshine, you know; but
your letter came in with its timely mes-
sage and helped “to brighten tfie way
and lighten the load.” Thanks!

. 0

Mrs, M. E. 8.—" It has been the custom
for the League to take ome copy of the
ErA and have it come in the name of the
President, and each member feel free to
have it when they wish it."”

Such is economy! Or is it  economy "?
We know a more fitting word, but let it
go at that, All we can say is that if the
Epworth Leagues think that a paper such
as the Era can be sustained In such a
way they are mistaken. If your pastor
or President has not received our pam-
phlet “ Plain Talk,” or if it has not been
read to your League, or if an agent for
the Era has not been appointed for your
soclety, just drop a card to the Editor
and he will be glad to supply you. N.B.—
There will be something doing before
long.

.o

F.E. C~"1t is a custom of our League
to withdraw meetings during July and
August. Do you think it is a wise plan?
If church and Sunday School are not
closed down during the sumimer months,
why should League be?”

It should not be. We condemn Sunday
Schools for closing up during the winter
months, and why not Leagues for closing
up during the summer? True, there may
be fewer persons in attendance, but we
have never yet known a place where “two
or three” might not be “ gathered together
in my name.” Some of our best meetings
have been numerically small. Some of
our most fruitful services have been those
where the people counted not the sacrifice
or hardship of attending. A change in
the conduct of the meeting may be desir-
able in the summer; but we have never
yet been convinced of the wisdom of
closing up because of the weather.

L B B

M. E. E—~"1 find it difficult to get those
who were appointed V.-P.'s interested in
their work.”

Mrs R. T.—"1 find it almost impossible
to get our Vice-Presidents to shoulder
their responsibilities and become really
interested In their work.”

You are not alone, Sisters. And the
dificulty you experience is weakening the
League in many places. Some have ob-
jected that there are too many vice-presi-
dencies; but we rather think there are
too few vice-presidents, which is quite
another matter., The Epworth League
machinery looks well on paper, but it
too frequently fails in practice becauge of
a lack of real interest in their work on
the part of the persons who ought to be
active in managing it. There is but one
course open in such a case, and that Is
to seek by both example and persuasion
to convince these various officers that the
Epworth League is worthy of their very
best efforts, and that without the united
assistance of all it must be at best but a
partial success, Tt iz a hard task, per-
haps, but the President must not shirk it,
—to make the executive work of the

League so interesting that the Vice-Presi-
dents shall, almost before they know it,
be interested in it. The President is a
Leader whose duty is to say * Come,”
rather than a Commander whose preroga-
tive is to say “Go!” It is hard, as the
General Secretary knows full well, to lead
those whose desire seems to point else-
where, but we must not be discouraged,
but rather put more heart into our work.
L

W. ¢, P—"What would you think of
holding outdoor meetings frequently dur-
ing the warm weather, either outside the
church or on a home lawn?"

We think the plan a real good one, and
it well carried out of far greater benefit
than sweltering in some close indoor
room with atmosphere perhaps of most
unwholesome nature. Why remain thus
indoors when the purity and beauty of
nature awaits us outside? Jesus held
many of His most influential gatherings
in the open air. Many of the early Meth-
odists did lkewise. But to-day—well,
when I suggested open-air meetings on the
hot nights of summer, once, the answer of
at least one circumspect lady was, “ That's
too much like the Salvation Army to suit
me,” When we are as indifferent to opin-
1008 as our fathers were, and are as anx-
1wus to win souls as were they, we will
revive their practice of openair services.
Yes, let “W. C. P." and his Leaguers get
out-of-doors and hold their meetings. The
practice, even if it does resemble the
8. A, will prove beneficial and redound
to their credit, as it does to the 8. A., for
in our judgment our lady critic paid th
Army a for their hod
rather than condemning them, as we sus-
pect she intended to do. By all means
get outside!

E. L—"As I am President, I am anx-
ious to be a good one, but what am I to
do when I cannot get the League members
to work? I give each member work to
do, and I tell each officer what their work
is, but they will not do it.”

Not knowing the exact local conditions,
it is somewhat difficult to answer this
question, but if it be true that members
are given work, and do it not, there must
necessarily be a lack of definite purpose
in their lives. Promoters and workers
must have power to discern and to adapt,
and exercise tact. If the purpose of the
League be the training and development
of true manhood and womanhood, it Is
wise that it puts on exhibition good exam-
ples of its work and ideals, ¢

Do not be discouraged. If one kind of
work assigned bears no fruit, try some
other. Upon the vigor of your committee
system depends largely the vigor of your
society. A President or a Committee
Chairman should not attempt to do all the
work. Committee members should con-
sider themselves just as much responsible
for the success of the work as their Chair-
man or President,

The first duty of the Lookout Com-
mittee is to examine its own heart. The
second duty is to examine the soclety,
and seek to make it faithful, so far as
it can. The third duty, after these, is to
view the community and see what young
people that ought to have League train-
ing are not getting it, and seek to Intdr-
est .them in the soclety. Look in, look
around, look outside, A little work with
a new member will save much with an
old member. Consult with your pastor.
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Ask him if your League Executive and
committees can meet at the parsonage
together some evening soon, to talk the
whole matter over.

. "

A E. H—" ., . . A Supt of Circuit
and probationer organized a League.
They asked all who were willing to join
to hand in their names and say whether
they wished to join as Active or Associ-
ate, and put in their officers. They did
not go by the Constitution,—no reception
service. Those that have joined since
just had to hand their names to the Secre-

tary. What is your opinion of that kind
of work? Don’t you think it rather a
loose way?"

It certainly is. In organizing a new
League some latitude must be allowed
in methods of procedure; but in every
case of the reception of members, it is
well to make the occasion one of some

D . The R i Service
should be one of great influence. Its
proper observance will give the League
a etatus it would not otherwise have,
and make membership stand for Some-
thing worth while. It never pays to con-
duct League business in “a loose way.”
Read the next paragraph.

* e

M. B. E—We quote freely from this
letter because It deals directly with the
difficulty stated by A. E. H. above. “In
regard to the reception of new members
is it usual to follow the rule in the Con-
stitution? Such has not been done here,
but I have often felt when young people
were allowed to become members by
simply handing in their names . . .
that it tended to cheapen our pledges and
rules. Since I have been President we
received three girls and used the form of
reception in the Constitution. Now, there
are three boys who are inclined to join
us, but they object to go to the front
to be received, shake hands, etc. Of course
these are only Assoclate members, and it
is a childish objection, yet if I give in I
cannot force girle to take the stand.
number of the Active workers think that
rather than risk losing the boys we ought
to give in to their wishes, and yet if there
{s nothing to mark their decision, will
they not most probably think less of our
Soclety?”

The reasoning of this is quite correct,and
it those “boys” are personally interviewed
we think they can be persuaded to unite
in the proper manner. By all means, try
to give some tone, dignity, strength, and
standing to your League, and make mem-
bership in it represent something high
and worthy.

.o

J. C. N—"Many will lead a meeting
who will not handle a topic as they seem
to think that all that is required of a
leader is to stand up and announce the
hymns and other parts of the programme.
That word ‘programme’ 1s a bugbear it
seems to me, It means such a stiff, formal
thing usually. Can you give me any
suggestions? "

It depends very much on the leader
whether or not the exercises shall be
formal or possess an element of spright-
liness and vitality. An inexperienced
Chairman cannot be expected to do much
more than call off the succeeding num-
bers; but one who has been tried time
and again will be able to instill a measure
of his own experience into the meeting.
There is such & thing as atmosphere in
every public gethering. If a presiding
officer is cold and formal the meeting
will likely be so too, if he is bright and

lively the audience will respond, etc. In
every League service, both social and
spiritual elements should pervade the

exercises. To generate and diffuse these
may be beyond the power of a novice, and
the older members should make up the

“The secret of success is to do the common duty uncommonly well.”’
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lack. Young beginners in the' chair re-
quire sympathy and help, and if advice is
needed it should always be given priv.tely
and with great kindness. But “J. C. N.”

is right about * programes.” A service
to be productive of greatest good should at
least seem to be spontaneous. The leade:
who after the most

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

and see if it does not “go good." But
don't tell the Leaguers that if they come
they will get a dish. That is like bribing
@ child to be good, or at least not bad,
for a stick of candy.

L

* 1 would like to see a revival

for the service, can best hlda the formal

of luch will have

the best meeting. But this is an art to be

culilvated, and we must not be too severe
in eriticizing beginners.
L

Mrs. R. A, V—"“We watch the Era
very closely to see when thers I8 anything
that fits into or is helpful to our society.”

That Is the right thing to do, and it is
advisable either to preserve the papers or
else make an Era scrapbook. You may
not find something in every aumber of
present value in your work; out it may
be useful some other time. It will be
profitable to have it within easy reach
when needed. We are to our

E. M. P~

b all Leagues this year, and
many young people brought to Christ.”

You have touched the greatest need of
the League. Turn to page 183 and you
will see more on this point. Read it.
Just here it is enough to say that apart
from revival plans and power in actual
exercise there can be no real and abiding
Epworth League prosperity. One gentle-
man of both knowledge and experience
remarked in I conv re-
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ple cut out the “ verse or line " altogether
and give expression In their own words
to some desire, purpose, or experience.
It may be said that they have nothing
worth while to say, that they are timid,
weak, retiring, and @ good many other
things. But none of these are convinc-
ing. A Methodist, young or old, male or
female, should have more or less fixed, &

conviction, an experience, and & testi-
mony. The Epworth League should
strengthen all of these. If it does mot,
of what real good is It? A young Chris-
tian must be willing to break down, if
need be, In testifying for Ohrist, and if
the words are only few and broken at
rst, the utterance of them in all sin-
cerity will bring some little power of

cently, “ Our church services all seem to
be one big entertainment.” Certainly all
public services should be entertaining, but
when entertalnment is evidently para-
mount in the arrangement or conduct of
the service, no matter what it be, as a
it loses power, for it

many friends for their kind expressions
of appreciation, and shall try to make this
paper of increasing worth to working
people.
L

M. M. 8—~“We have the meetings
every Sunday night and have as high as
76 out. We have splendid crowds, . . .
I would Hke to have our programmes
hetter, different, interesting, and to the
point. Can you suggest any new way?"”

This Is from a country league. Inas-
much as the services are always on a Sun-
day evening, the exercises must neces-
sarily be religious in character. As we
do not know what order has been fol-
lowed, we can hardly intelligently sug-
gest “any new way.” In such a case,
we would advise a strict adherence to the
regular official League toplcs as they
appear from month to ~onth ‘in this
paper. Nothing better can be planned,
and with varied treatment interspersed
with appropriate singing, good meetings
will be assured, The Consecration topic
for the first Sunday in the month would
always be fitting, the Teachings of Christ
would give lik and

lacks “grip.” The Epworth League that
seeks only to provide entertainment will
soon cease to be entertaining, but the
one that aims by prayerful preparation
and tactful proeedure to grip the young

people will never'cease to entertain them.
Your Lenaue cannot compete with ;he
that
abound on avery hand to-day. It was
never intended to do so. But it can win
the young people to a better way, and pro-
vide for them unfailing pleasures of the
highest character, if it introduces them
to the joys of Christian experience and
to the fellowship of the highest and holl-
est Christian service. A revival of such
a character we need, and for it we earn-
estly pray.

. B MR

C. C—* In heart to heart talk with our
pastor last week, | asked the qumuon,
* Why Is it so hard to do personal work?’
He said it was because it touched the most
sacred things of our lives, and it was hard
even for him to speak to some people.”

It I8 easier to preach to @ hundred than
to talk persomally with one, and yet the
effectiveness of individual ap-

e

consecutive Bible Study, the occasional
Temperance Tople would afford good op-
portunity for a varied and stirring pro-
gramme, and the regular Missionary meet-
mg would ensure the interest of the com-
munity in the concerns of the Forward
Movement. If * M. M. 8." will follow this
for a few months consecutively and con-
sistently we believe the results will be
good.

L

W. €. B—"Would you advise to pro-
vide refreshments with special pro-
grammes as often as once in a month
for visiting Leagues, or for the home
League?”

We belleve in “ refreshments,” we have
often' advised inter-League visitation, but
we think “as often as once a month”
would be over-doing it. The pre
would soon cease to be “special” in such
a case, and too much time and attention
be given to it, or else it would soon drift
into mediocrity. Leaguers that need to
be cajoled or coaxed to attend the League
by “refreshments with speclal pro-
grammes” are not likely to contribute
much to the life or work of the League,
It is a good thing to have some light
refreshments that ocan be easily and
quickly served at a regular meeting with-
out any previous announcement, and
when, perhaps, none but the soclal Vice-
President knows anything about the ar-
rangement. In-such a case the refresh-
ments are not a bait to attend, nor a
source of financial profit, but a whole-
some exercise profitable to all. Try a
surprise dish of ice-cream after the meet-
ing on some of these hot August nights

proach and conversation is manifest in the
Saviour's ministry. It would be well if
all Christians made the life resolve of
the late Dr, Trumbull. For over half a
century he was controlled by it, and his
fidelity to it made him one of the most
successful soul winners of his generation.
Here it is:

“Whenever I am justified in choos-
ing my subject of conversation
with another, the theme of themes
shall have prominence between us,
80 that I may learn his need,
and, if possible, meet it."

His wonderful tact, his habitual graci-
ousness, his absolute sincerity, his com-
plete consecration to the work of in-
dividual soul-winning, and his great suc-
cess therein, are well set forth In the
book “Taking Men Alive,” written since
his death, by his son. We know of no
better book for study by those who would
be accomplished fishers of men, than this,
and its careful perusal by all our readers,
we most strongly advise. Epworth
Leaguers should know more both by
study and practice about this glorious art
of winning souls.

L

A. B, R—" That clause in the Consti-
tution permitting the use of verse or line
is almost Infallibly resorted to, and it
dulls the edge of enthusiasm. Could you
suggest an antidote? "

We can, and we do with pleasure. It is
what we have advised scores of times in

tions, and on paper.—Let the young peo-

exp We confess that the old-
time eficacy and joy of personal testi-
mony seem to have largely departed from
us, and until we have a return to the
essential spirit, if not the self-same meth-
ods of the Methodist class-meeting, we
fear they will remain absent. We must
make certaln that our young people have
something to say for Christ, and we must
train them in the actual saying of it, or
having the form we may lose the power of
vital godliness,

A Heartening Message

We do not often print the full text
of letters received; but the following is
so full of good cheer and sound sense
that we pass it on. As it was not writ-
ten for publication, we withhold the
writer's name; but sincerely invite the
whole body of our workers, ministerial
and lay, to unite in both prayer and
work for the largest measure of spir-
itual results this year that we have ever
known In Sunday School or Epworth
League.—Ed.

‘Your elrcular
and_ another today re Person
in League and Sunday School, have bot
been received. Yon do not ask reply, but
1 \uIllnr(‘ to send a few es,

First, 1 belleve you ars worklnn along
proper lines when you seek to diagnose the
case of our young people’s work generally.
Yuu place the responsibility on pastors
largely, and that I8 right. = We are in
touch with the workers and ought to In
spire_and direct them. It can
The 8. 8. and E._ L. organizations are nM
perfsct, but are the best yet evolved. Could
we do any more for our young people with
a new organization? My firm belief is
that we do not need new organizations,
but rather more devot:d personal workers
to run present machinery. Personal evan
gelism is the need.

“ 1 am serving a small country neld herx
with two churches. We have a

letter re Epworth Era,
Ev: nuxellnm

-3

we take twalve coples of ‘Era' and
have a committee at work to secure more.
It is an excellent paper; Invaluable, in

fact, At H—— we have a small League,
six coples of ‘Era' taken. If the pastor
sees carefully to (he lmminh'm'lli of good
canvassers the aken. Our

youn Pan Ten of our number accept
ed Christ, and_joined our church last year.
We hi a Teacher Training Class o
W 2

t
nfe of this already, and we hope to com-
ete the courss nex» ear.

“We pray for Farewell (a class
mate of mine u annn College), and for
you in your mlgnln- ent work, the welght
of which mu l »ften cause you to b> weary,
M od you and the cause abun
ll' tm: letter seems lu?crnuom,
let me say that it has bien written in a
nlnc»re hope that while rasonlnx pro.ru-

hitherto unworlied field, we may cheer
After cnnllderlbla
wn and country 1 fondly be-
the pravailing " type of “char.
acter in our country flel Iundl itself to
success undreamed of. There 18 a great
unworked mine of gold, ovar which too

P‘“ rs are tramping, all obllvlmu
H 1 might be plarmm.ad to offer a word of

n
neve that

counsel, 1 would say continue your cam-
Ell["l for incroued clrculltlnn of the
ra, and for pers evangelism, and

urga the haldhll n! dlllrlrt conventions
in rural places.”

“1f wa are straight with God we shall not be crooked with our neighbors.”




198 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

£ REPORTS FROM THE FIELD | £

Notes

A promising Junior League has been
organized at Wicklow on the Cobourg
District. We wish them great growth and
prosperity.

The Juniors of Holloway St., Belleville,
Ont., are progressing favorably. They had
not long ago, a stimulating and thought-
provoking debate on “Resolved, that St
Paul was of greater service to the early
church than was St, Peter.”  Miss Pearl
Keteheson is the devoted Superintendent

The Epworth League at Granby, Que.,
is taking charge of the weekly prayer-
meeting during the absence of the Pastor
at  General Conference, and will a
hold Cottage prayer-meeting all through
the summer, with the shut-in ones of the
congregation. This 15 most commendable
and exemplary, and will do them all good

The league of Scottsville wnlie not
large is growing. At a recent service four
associate members changed to active and
eight new ones were added. A mission
study class during the past winter con
tributed v much to the success of the
league. At a Sunday evening service
in June three of the young men gave a
summaty of * Strange within  our
Gates " with profit to all.

A newly organized League at Wood
green Church, Toronto, Is promising well
It Is composed wholly of girls, At the re
quest of the League the Trustees of the
Church have placed a double pew in
Church at the disposal of the leaguers to
be kept full of girls and young women
This should afford a splendid opportunity
for personal evangelistic work by the
members among their young acquaint-
ANCes Or even strangers,

In a most interesting letter, for it con-
tained the names of twenty new sub-
scribers to the Era, our friend represent-
ing the Morrison St. League, Niagara
Falls, gives a suggestive sentence in which
he unconsclously touches the secret of all
league prosperity. * Our success is due
mainly to the way in which each and
every member does his and her work.
We have some of the most willing work-
ers that one could wish to meet, “al-
ways ready”—“we are determined to suc-
ceed.”—It would be contrary to all the
laws governing healthy and growing or-
ganized Christian work If such workers
actuated by such a spirit, failed. Of
course they shall succeed when they thus
will to. Suecess is possible to all who
will pay its price.

It is a malter of great satisfaction to
receive such a letter as the one from
which the following extract Is made.
It was not written for publication, but
is all the more expressive on that account.
“College Avenue Church would not be
the successful church it is If it were
not for the League. It keeps the young
people together as nothing else would

. This is my third year as Presi-
dent and it has been a great pleasure
to work with our young people. They
are loyal and faithful, and I feel t
the Epworth League work is one of our
best opportunities. . . Our attend-
ance at present (the letter was written
June th, when many another leagne
has gone out of business for the summer,
—Bd.) s forty to fifty, and T am glad to
say that there are now nearly as many
yOUNg men as young women present at

{he meetings. Our Pastor, Mk. Barker,
is a strong, earnest, and spiritual man,
and to his uelp we are greatly indebted
for our success." . The last state-
ment has doubtless a very direct and im-
portant bearing on the prosperity of this
Woodstock, Ont., league. That kind of a
pastor is not the one that is complaining
all she time of the burden of the Epworth
League, but rather does he rejoice in the
inspiration and help of it. Devoted pas
toral leadership combined with wise presi-
dential guidance will make the Epworth
League a success anywhere where there
are Methodist young people.

Glencoe league had a * Friend-
evening recently, which proved
very successful. A splendid paper was
given on “True Friendship.” At the
ioll Call every member responded wity
an appropriate verse on the subject, and
the musical selections were also fittingly
chosen. The members had been requested
to bring a friend and many did so.

The Anniversary Services of this same
League were held on Jume 18th. The
church was beautifully decorated. At the
morning service the League members en-
tered in a body and sat together in the
centre seats. Rev. Dr. Husser preached
excellent sermons and special music was
rendered by the choir and the male
quartette, The pastorate of Rev. 8. W
Muxworthy is proving very profitable to
the young people of Glencoe.

. A “Best Prayer-Meeting'

Under date of June 20th, the President
of the Gilford League writes us a charm
ing letter, In it he tells the following
incident: * Last Tuesday night 1 got
our Missionary Vice-President to give a
reading from the Era—"Is our League
a disappointment?” As she was reading
a paragraph regarding practical work
such as leaguers visiting the sick, shut-
ins, etc., ghe paused and asked the ques-
tion whether failure to do that were not
one cause of disappointment. 1 seized the
opportunity, and rising said, ‘' Mr. Chair-
man, | belleve it is. There are four
shut-ins within our reach, 1 move that
our Secretary be instructed to communi-
cate with them to see if it would be con-
venient for us as Leaguers to go down
and hold a short prayer-service, and that
she report in time to make announce-
ment from the pulpit'-——It was carried—
| have just returned from one of the best

prayer-meetings I have been at for many
days.”

We do not wonder at such a testimony,
and there would be more “ best prayer-
meetings " 1f such a spirit and practice
prevailed. To do something for others
is the best way to secure abundant bless-
ings for ourselves. When we forget about
getting and making religion more essenti-
ally a matter of giving, we realize great-
est good. If our young people would seek
to dispense blessing on those around them
whose circumstances or physical condi-
tions are not favorable to church attend-
ance, they would know something of the
motive and receive the benediction of
Him who * went about doing good.

“In choosing his men,' said the Sab-
bath-school superintendent, ** Gideov
did not select those who laid aside their
arms and threw themselves down to
drink. He took those who watched with
one eye and drank with the other.”
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Our Local Agents
Is Your League Represented?

A step that vitally affects the inter-
ests of this paper has been taken re-
cently, The Editor wrote a month or
s0 ago to every League President whose
name he then had, asking that an
“Epworth Era’ agent be appointed. The
response 8o far, has ben most encour-
aging. We want an agent in every
League, large or small, throughout all
our Conferences. If your Society has
not yet acted, see that it does so, and
your name will appear on next month's
list. Full instructions wiil be sent every
agent us soon as the appointment is
reported to the Editor.

The following is the list up to July
Sth, when this copy was handed (o the
printers:

Athens, Dora Klyne; Avon, Luclla Rowe;
Arden, Fthel Parks; Amherstburg, Millie
Lukes; Amherst, N8, Delia MeKim.

Berlin (Trinity), J. MeGoudie; Brigden
John Hay Balfour, Walter Hyatt: Ho
manville, Lenn Haddy
strong), Joseph Cros:
I Believille ~ (Holloway), Vera

Brantford (Sydenha Pearl
righton, Wm. Ketehum
Cargill b nll(h I‘urinlh. dernice
White O
B Cr

Turk;
(Vietoria
town, Gnay Kidd
el

«
‘obden, Ih«l Mine

1}.1)
Drayton, Ada Woodman; Dawn Mills, J
R, Biggart; Downsview, K. F. Ramsay
Ehordale, 1. T I|v\urd Edgel
smit) el, 1 e Hateman;
Susanah
|.mn. 1

myth;
town, N Kate 1 Gnelph,
ther to, Flossie

1 Goderieh,
Westlake,

K. Snyder; \
Greenbush, Jennle
Headford, Charl
t: &

imer

W ani Heatheote,
3 “ukqum I(ulnrl Skelton
Inkerman, Barclay
Kingston (P lhlv H8  Str M. Quirt;
Kossuth, Nettie Hagey: l\l||mlu|1, May E.
irow

London (Centennial), Mel. MeNab; Lon-
don (First), Charles Oram; London (As
kin), Hilda M. Westman; London (Hyatt
Ave), Walter Townsend; ' Lefroy, Zella E.
Reid; Lyons, Orvis Rabeocl
Station, Bdna Howe: Lindsay
vell; Lun rg, Mrs. A

vett (Mt, Carme ym
desborougn, Mabel Vodden;
R. Pick

Moncton (Wesle: Hi
rth: Mugog, Que, Nel n.~ Colbu
1, . Armstrong; bank, Edna lhh
lelgh; Merrickville, Mm) Urmrud Meadow
vale, Hadden Pegg; Markdale, Flossie Tr
win; Maxw+ll, Mary Hers hawk, Annie
Wilkon; Mohawk, Audrey Fryer.

North Sydney, C.B, Lilllan Jackson;
Norwood, Harland Keefer; Nile, Irene Mc
Cann: Newmarket, Florence Stouffer; New
ton Robinson, Nallle Houghton

Orillia_ (Sr.), B. Cunninghan
(Ir,), Obourne Mullett; Orland,
Wright, Jr.

Prescott, F. Richardson: Powle's Corner,
Leona Parrish; )’Merhorn (George St.),
Alberta Davis; Pi nie Hollings
worth; porters nm “Bavia Marenall; Port
Hope, Harold Nl

Redickville, Robinson Dynes; Ruscomb.
BEmma Geisel.

Saskatoon, Sask., N. K Holtby: Shan
nonville, Grace G. Morden; Sault —Ste
Marle (Central), Lila Fawcett; Smith
fold, Ada Herrington; Hhunl nna Wal
lue~ Stayner, Mrs. ‘ooper; Strange,
Arthur Wellesh; nmx me. Rosella Woon;
Stockdale, Mabel Fleming: Southwold, Ar
thur Vicary: Simcoe, Agnes Frost; Seeleys
Bay, Ruthella Johnson; St. Ola, G. Bara
gar

EBS

M rinl),

Orillia
James

Thamesvills, Beatric O'Neal; Trinity,
V' Sickle; Tint dith Martin;

amwor

Ber; 'I‘rny Ml‘s ‘Wallace Mls- 3 Toronto
(Boon Ave. Wm. L. Bradle Toronto
(Perth  Ave. l. Mabel MrKvnlle. Toronto

“It will never rain roses; if we want more roses we must plant more trees.”’
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(Westmoreland), J. G. Unwin; Toronto
(Broadway), mn Johnson, M.D.; Toronto
(College), Clare Ma
Union, Mary \\ h
Varna, Mamie Ke;
Rolph Hoynton
Wilkie, Sask, M. Swayne; Winchester
Springs,  Mary McIntosh atford, L.
Glass; W ey wnn--.mm Well
i ‘arl Rock; Whithy, Lillian
Rowe; \\nlllnglun. hdllh Lloyd; W mm.n.
C. B. Rice wle rry Beacom: Wa
erloo, rwln. "o Vodehouse, G, W
on ;. \\!Ilnn, ,\l uriel BaBcock; Waterloo,
Hage Martin

#; Victoria Square,

We hope to continue this list from
month to month until every League and
other Young People’s Society has a
regularly appointed agent with whom
both the Editor and the Publisher
may communicate in the interest of the
paper. So fall in line, quickly.

The Yankee's Farm

A certain Yankee had five sons. In
his will he directed that the boys were
all to live in the house together, but
that the land was to be divided among
them in such a manner that each son

would have an equal share, of exactly
the same shape as the rest, and that on
each plot there should be two trees.
How was the farm divided? Study the
diagram until you can divide it into five
parts exactly the same in both size and
shape. Send your solutions to The Bdi-
tor,

So Early in the Morning

A clergyman staying at a hotel one
night was awakened in the morning by
heavy pounding on his door and the
volce of the night-clerk saying: *Five
o'clock! Better get up or you'll miss
your train!"

The preacher didn't intend to catch
a morning train, and hadn't given any
instructions that he should be called at
the unearthly hour of five o'clock, so
he paid no attention to the old man’s
early morning greeting, and was asleep
again almost immediately.

In about fifteen minutes he was again
awakened by the pounding on his door,
and heard the voice of the old man say-
ing: “Don't gel mp. 1 rapped on the
wrong door."”

Where She Got the Name

A gentleman travelling stopped at the
house of a pious old woman, and ob-
serving her fondness for a pet dog, ven-
tured to ask the name of the animal,
The good woman answered by saying
that she called him ** Moreover.”

“ls mot that a strange name?” in-
quired the gentleman.

“Yes,"” sald the pious lady, “but I
thought it must be a good one, as I
found 1t in the Bible.”

“ Found it in the Bihle!" quoted the
gentleman, ‘' Pray, in what part of the
Bible did you find 1t?"

The old lady took down her Bible with  horse, and told her little boy to say
the utmost reverence, and, turning to that she was out. The visitor knocked
the text, read as follows: “Moreover, at the door
the dog came and licked his sores.” *'Well, Jamie,” he said, "' and where's

your mother

My mother's not in; she's gone

Left Her Feet Behind down the street with a message,’ re-
. plied the boy with promptness.

A good old Scotech minister, calling “Indeed,” replied the minister, with a
unexpectedly on a widow who lived in  quick glance at the bottom of the
a cottage on the outskirts of the vil- gereen.
lage, surprised her in the midst of wash- “ Well, tell her | called, and say that
ing a lot of clothes, next time she goes to the village she

She hurriedly hid behind a clothes- had better take her feet with her.”

Books for Leaguers

|
Quiet Talks With World Winners

BY 8. D, GORDON,
Author of the “Quiet Talks" Series.
CLOTH, 75¢c. NET
The chief business of the church is to take the Gospel of Jesus to all
men. The absorbing centre of church action just now is in foreign mission
lands. “World Winners'" aims to give a bird’s eye view of the world, In a
warm, fresh way without the use of statistics; to make world winning the
gripping purpose of every religious man, and to make the man in humblest
place feel that he can be helping swing a world up to God as he goes about
his daily, commonplace rounds.

Your Boy: His Nature and Nurture

BY GEO. A, DICKINSON, M.D,
CLOTH, $1.00.
Profusely illustrated. A book which every person interested in the

youth of our land will do well to read. It is a compendium of valuable
information,

“Concerning the Christ”

BY J. D. FREEMAN, M.A,

CLOTH, Thie. NET

* A series of notable scenes and events in the life of our Lord. The book is

instinet with richness of thought, beauty of expression and splendid inter-
pretation.”

Our Own and Other Worlds

BY JOSEPH HAMILT(
SPECIAL PRICE, §1.00
This book fascinates all readers, whether young or old. We are led
here step by step into the wonders of the heavens, until the effect is almost
overpowering. And the great charm of Mr. Hamilton’s style is that he
avoids all dry technical terms, using instead language so simple and clear
that even a child can understand him. Young people who read this book
will gain an impression of the glory of the stars which will stay with them
as an uplifting influence their life long.

The Spirit World

“This fascinating book takes up ul! the incidents in the Bible bearing
upon the phenomena of the spirit world and of spiritual beings. The
author is a strongly evangelical believer.”—Herald and Presbyter.

Men and Missions

BY WILLIAM T. ELLIS.

CLOTH, §1.00 NET

Mr. Ellis has interpreted with sin ar clearness and with the vividness
which always attaches to the faithful statement of gr realities the
situation fn the world to-day, and the relation of the men of the churches
to this fundamental problem of evangelization. He also includes in the
volume some practical plans for workers in the home churches,

All Books sent postpaid.
William Briggs .5 " fronto ™

And of :11 Booksellers.
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Religious Idling

Sir John Lubbock found this epitaph

in a country churchyard:

“ Here lies a poor woman who always
were tired,

For she lived in a world
much were required.

Weep not for me, friends. she sald, for
1 am going

Where there'll neither hn working, nor
reading, nor sewin

Then weep not fm me, trlnnds if death
us do seve

For I'm going ln do nothing forever and
ever.

The Freeman (England) says the verse
{llustrates the notions some pecple have
of the state of the Church notably in
heaven but on earth as well. In the
latter view it chimes with the story our
Methodist friends ''ke to tel. to this
effect: A man who nad been a Methodist
offered himself to a Baptist Church. On
being asked why he proposed to change
his connection, he answered, “In the
Methodist Church I am forever beifg
asked to work and give, and give and
work; I want to join the Il.unllul 80 as to
be dipped and done with It. The can-
didate evidently got his idea of the Bap-
tist way from the old Antinomian off-
shoot; still it is to be feared that too
many in all Christian Churches have set
themselves to the tune 0{ * going to do
nothing forever and ever. Exz.

where too

Wlllmg To Tnke Turns

Mrs. Rogers, says The Fruit-Grower, had
the barrel of russet apples placed in
the attic because they were not quite
ripe enough to eat, and she warned her
three boys, whose ages range from five
to eleven years, not to touch them. Then,
one rainy day, when ghe sought the attic
to get something from a trunk, she came
full upon her sons, sarrounded by apple-

cores.

At her approach two of the boys drew
closer together; but the third, a little
distance off, who lay on his stomach

contentedly munching an apple, appar-
paid no attention to his mother's

e
k! Henry!
ed reproachfully

Villie!” she exclal
‘ Whatever are you

doing? And those apples! Didn't 1
tell you not to touch them?”

‘ Yes, mamma,” replied Jack, the eld-
est, * but we're not really eating them;

we're acting the Gar len of Eden. Willie
and I are Adam and Eve. Henry, over
there, is the serpent, trying to lead us
to our downfall by showing us how
guml the apples are.’

But,” began the mother as sternly
as she was able, * you two must have
been eating apples; Henry hasn't done

it all. 1 see as many as len cores
around you.”

“ 0 yes,” returned Willie, the young-
est, ' we've all been taking turns being

the serpent.”
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SPECIAL PRICES
TO YOUNG MEN

tal
insurance ll
and they can do lo

Equity Life Assurance
Company of Canada

The aver: remium char
by the Equi! ‘{ or & twenty- o
ment Life Policy is less than Dg

average prnmlum ch rged by other
Companies for a twenty-five-pay:
ment Polley—a elur saving of

I saving of one-

H. SUTHERLAND, President
Confederation Bullding, TORONTO

Dunlop Detachable
Bicycle Tires
(Doughty Patent Process)

I()()I| (7N THE NAME
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4 .SI II’I l~ 'SS TREAD
THE

Alexander Engraving Co.

16 Adelalde Street West

TORONTO
will ullppl{ Leagues and Bunday
Schools with Cute lor (lhmuunl P m-,
| Chureh Reports, Topio Cards, ete.
work at moderate prioes.

GET A PRACTICAL EDUCATION
BY ATTENDING THE FAMOUS

ELLIOTT

id others.
some Oatal

TORONTO, ONT
Write to-day for_our han

Tt hael]

1t will pay you,
™
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MANY YOUNG LADIES

(She number inoreases every
year) find that

‘ALMA COLLEG

1a Just the kind of school they have been

; looking for. It is NOT ONK OF THE

MOST EXPENSIVE schools, but I8 i

ONE OF THE BEST. It stands for

| health, inspiration, refinement, vigor,

| sinosrity and good sense in the educe-
| tion of girls and young women.

} For CATALOGUEK address—

|

PRINCIPAL WARNER, St. Ttomas, Ont,

| Albert College,
jeet o Belleville, Ont.

| 1s one of the leading schools of practical education
in Canada. Attendance doubled in the last three
years.

$54.00 pays Hoard, Room. Tultion, Eleotric
| Light, use of Baths, Gymnasium, all but books and
| laundry, for twelve weel Jonger period At
| reduc od
| p-yu Tuition alone for the' entire

| sobelas o Tear

rienced specialist~ give ‘mllvld
ual |nll,nlcllon in five distinot courses. An
| w for all registered students ln lhll

ing class
dcpnn.mcm. \humu»n Honmm THE BEST
POBITIONS.  Candida

rlé for Lha
examinations held h' lhe |||llltm.e of Char
Am)ounhnu of Outario and for (ommerchl

Bpoclnl attention ‘".n to Matriculation,
Teachers' Courses, Elocution, Fine Art, Physica
Culture.

For Ilustrated Calendar, address—

PRINCIPAL DYER, M.A, DD.

Ontarlo &“‘.ﬁ".‘.’.&'iﬁ“'&?ﬁ.’.‘:ﬁ&.‘:’.
Ladies’

ome life | beautiful
usuo.“ n‘:‘nﬂn“od uu'r ﬂ" °ﬁ
v af omes o 5
GO“I‘. lrl’lt?mmy
The latest and best equipment in sver:
department, backed ul .q ? u‘
any similar collm |n Cm‘ds Iuﬂcl.ntly

near the city to van eon-
oerts, eto., and nt I'ly from its distrae-
tions, in_an atmosphere and environment

oal stamina. Send for new lllustral eal-
| endar to
RNV, J. 3. XARE, FALD, Prineipal.

|
| 3L,
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Savings Accounts

[ WE BEPROIALLY SOLICIT ACOOUNTS
WITH OUT-OF - TOWN CLINNTS,

‘ OFYERING SPRUIAL FACILITINS

| FOR BEFOSITING BY MAIL.

|

CENTRAL.
CANADA

LOAN & SAVINGS COY.
26.KING ST.E, TORONTO




