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Richard ÿlnbtoortt) 3ngus

Ü MAN in Montreal and very few in Canada have 
had a fuller, riper and more successful career than 
the ‘man of peace,' as he is known in business cir
cles." So writes the Toronto Globe of Richard 
tiladworth Angus, and there is little to add that 
would describe the man more accurately. A pur

poseful man, a deep thinker, a man of the highest principles, Mr. 
Angus is representative of the empire builders of Canada. Begiiming 
his career in a humble station, he has climbed the ladder of success 
rung by rung until he reached the ranks of men like the late Lord 
Strathcona, and the present Lord Mount Stephen, with whom he 
labored in building the most important railroad lines in the Dominion 
and with whom he stood for all that which has made Canada the great 
empire that it is today. Not only has Mr. Angus been prominent as 
a builder and financier of great rail lines, but he has given of his time 
and means toward the establishment of great institutions to care for 
the sick, to bring education to all those who may seek it, to promote 
and disseminate a thorough understanding of art—in short, to pro
mote the intellectual as well as the material welfare of that most 
enterprising of all British people—the Canadian nation.

Richard B. Angus was horn in Bathgate, Scotland, May 28, 1881, 
and educated there. While in his native country he was employed 
by the Manchester & Li rpool Bank for some time and in 1857 
entered the offices of the Bank of Montreal in Canada. To the pres
ent generation the nan if R. B. Angus has been rightly considered 
a synonym for the f al activity instituted by the Bank of Mont
real, for he has beei mneeted with that institution since 1857, hav
ing come out from Scotland to accept a position in the bank in which 
at a later date he was to be for many years the guiding hand. His 
keen mind, his adaptability to new conditions, his shrewdness and his 
careful weighing of important questions assured him of quick pro
motion and four years after he became connected with the institution 
he was placed in charge of the Chicago agency, in 1861, and in 1868 
was agent for the bank in New York.

During his sojourn in Chicago Mr. Angus became acquainted with 
the spirit of the great west and what it was hoped might be accom- 
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plished there. He saw the states of Illinois and Iowa budding forth 
from prairie to splendidly developed communities and reasoning by 
analog)' he recognized what the future had in store for the Canadian 
west following the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway. 
The splendid financial standing of the Canadian Pacific Rail
way Company today is also in a measure due to the wisdom of this 
man, whom no doubt Sir Thomas Shaughnessy considers one of his 
wisest counsellors.

In 1804 Mr. Angus returned to Montreal to become second 
assistant manager of the Rank of Montreal, was later appointed 
assistant manager and became manager in 1808. In 1809, or two 
years after the union of the British North American colonies, Mr. 
Angus was appointed general manager of the Bank of Montreal, a 
position which he held until November 1, 1879. It is said that during 
these ten years his advice was sought many times by the different 
finance ministers of the Dominion not only as regards federal loans 
but also concerning the general financial policy of the country. 
Although a native of Scotland, where free trade exists, Mr. Angus 
looked with favor upon the protectionist program, which triumphed 
in Canada on the 18th of September, 1878. He saw therein a means 
whereby the Dominion could become a great manufacturing country, 
and he has lived long enough to see the splendid fruition of that policy.

After his ten years' tenure of office as general manager of the 
Bank of Montreal Mr. Angus was called to another sphere of use
fulness. When several prominent men connected with the Bank of 
Montreal bought out the Dutch interests in what was then called the 
St. Paul, Minnca|>olis & Manitoba Railway, those interested, realiz
ing the ability of Mr. Angus as a financier and organizer, asked him 
to leave the bank and become the representative of their interests in 
St. Paul. Accepting the management of the railway, his great suc
cess during the two years of his residence in the American northwest 
has become a part of the history not only of the American but also 
of the Canadian northwest. Mr. Angus was one of the first promo
ters of the Canadian Pacifie Railway. He was among the earliest 
to recognize the stupendous success which would attend the project if 
there was carried out an enlightened policy of settlement and indus
trial expansion. A syndicate was formed, with Mr. George Stephen, 
later Lord Mount Stephen, and Mr. Donald A. Smith, later Lord 
Strathcona, as its leading spirits. Mr. Angus was one of the orig
inal body ami he has remained in connection with the incorporated 
company ever since as one of its directors. He advised upon the 
strategic points where the chief entrenchments of the first trans-
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continental road should lie laid out and he pointed out the spots where 
the Hank of Montreal could most effectively plant its branches. This 
policy of his had a great deal to do with the expansion which has 
brought the capitalization of the Bank of Montreal and the Canadian 
Pacific Railway up to the present colossal figures.

As general manager of the Hank of Montreal Mr. Angus served 
under four presidents, namely, T. B. Anderson, E. H. King, David 
Torrance and George Stephen, now Lord Mount Stephen, and he 
and the latter are the only ones of the number yet living. He also 
sat as director with Lord Strathcona and Sir George A. Drummond, 
succeeding the latter to the presidency of the bank July 22, 1910. 
All admit that no one of that galaxy of financiers who have year 
after year sat at the historic round table ever rendered greater serv
ice to the institution than R. B. Angus.

At an age when most men throw off official cares and responsi
bilities to enjoy the leisure which prosperity has brought them Mr. 
Angus in his octogenarian prime took up as cheerfully as would a 
man of forty the principal position in Canada's foremost financial 
institution. In November, 1918, on account of advancing years and 
a desire to be relieved of all financial burdens of a public character, 
Mr. Angus resigned the presidency of the Bank of Montreal, but 
remains a member of the board and continues to give the institution 
the benefit of his ripe, wide and valuable experience.

That worth hath its reward is evident in Mr. Angus’ career, who 
is rated today as one of the richest men in Montreal. However, he 
seems to consider himself more in the light of a steward of his vast 
property interests, for he freely and liberally has given of his means 
and made handsome contributions to numerous institutions. Among 
these is the Montreal Art Association, of which he was formerly presi
dent and to which he gave money and several valuable paintings. He 
also supported McGill University with a considerable sum and gave 
to the Alexandra Contagious Diseases Hospital of Montreal, of 
which he is a governor and was a founder. He was president of the 
Royal Victoria Hospital, which institution he also has liberally sup
ported, and is a vice president of the Royal Victorian Order of 
Nurses. The Charity Organization Society, of which he is a director, 
has also Itenefited in a material way and by his timely advice. Mr. 
Angus was also a governor of the Montreal General Hospital. An 
honor to his race and one of the foremost representatives among 
Scotchmen in Canada, he served several times as president of the St. 
Andrew's Society of Montreal. Mr. Angus was governor of the
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Fraser Institute Free Public library and is an honorary member of 
the Antiquarian and Numismatic Society of Montreal.

Among commercial and financial institutions with which he has 
been or is connected are the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, the 
Laurentide Paper Company, the Dominion Coal Company, the 
Dominion Iron & Steel Company, the Dominion Bridge Company, 
the Royal Trust Company, the Grand Falls Power Company, the 
Pacific Coal Company, the Canadian Salt Company, the Northwest 
Land Company and the London & Lancashire Assurance Company.

Mr. Angus has always taken a deep interest in public institutions 
and was one of the chief promoters of the l>oard of control in Mon
treal, which was founded in 1909. He has ever placed his services 
at the disposal of such affairs as have made for a greater and better 
Canada. In 1910 knighthood was offered to him, but he declined 
the honor.

Among the clubs of which Mr. Angus is a member are: the St. 
J aines, of which he was formerly chairman; the Mount Royal, of 
which he was a founder and of which he has served as president ; the 
Montreal Jockey; the Auto and Aero Club; the Forest and Stream 
Club; and the Winter Club. He also is a member of the Rideau 
Club of Ottawa, the Toronto Club, the York Club of Toronto and 
the Manitoba Club of Winnipeg. On June 18, 1857, Mr. Angus was 
married to Miss Mary Anne Daniels, who died March 18, 1918. To 
them were bom three sons and six daughters, two of the latter being 
deceased.

In religious matters Mr. Angus adheres to the stern faith of his 
fathers, being a Presbyterian. It may be said of him that in all 
fields in which he has exerted his activities he has excelled. Quiet in 
demeanor, he is purposeful and unconsciously exerts an influence 
which makes for domination. That this domination is always used 
to good purpose and for the benefit of his country and its people 
stands to his high credit. Sir Sanford Fleming paid him high com
pliment as a hanker in the words that he is a man who “in every 
way is a credit to the great institution over which he so worthily 
presides," and the Montreal Star characterizes him as "one of Can
ada’s prominent and most highly respected financiers.” Mr. Angus 
is a tme Scotchman, a tmer Canadian, but best of all—a man worthy 
of the name.
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leonibas Villen tube
3ROM a comparatively humble position in business cir-

Fj.li des Leonidas Villeneuve advanced until he ranked 
W with the millionaire merchants of Montreal and 
SI throughout his entire career his record was such as 

any man might be proud to possess, bringing to him 
the respect of colleagues and contemporaries. The 

record of his career, showing the steps in his orderly progression, 
may sene as a source of inspiration and encouragement to others 
and in this biography finds its chief motive and value.

Mr. Villeneuve was born in Terrebonne county, at Ste. Anne 
des Plaines, a son of Joachim Villeneuve, who was a fanner there. 
His boyhood and youth were uneventfully passed, but when twen
ty years of age he determined to try his fortune in the commercial 
field. He was attracted to the lumber business and, believing that 
he would find it congenial and profitable, he established a small 
lumberyard north of Mount Royal avenue, in the ownership and 
conduct of which he was first associated with the late Senator J. O. 
Villeneuve. Gradually he advanced toward the goal of success, his 
business growing with the development of the district. He remained 
at its head until his death, eventually conducting an extensive busi
ness under the name of the L. Villeneuve Company. This brought 
him substantial returns and his fortune also arose through his wise 
and judicious investments in real estate. From time to time he added 
to his holdings and, when there was a real-estate boom in the dis
trict, he had extensive holdings, a portion of which he sold, realizing 
therefrom a handsome fortune.

Mr. Villeneuve was a prominent figure in local circles in connec
tion with the growth and progress of his section. When the district 
north of Mount Royal avenue gradually developed from a sparsely 
settled region into a fast growing town he was one of the leading 
spirits in planning roadways, parks and public improvements. To 
him in great measure it is due that, with its wide streets and well built 
homes, Laurier ward is among the most attractive in this city. He 
was for twenty years associated with the municipal life of Ville St. 
Louis, first serving as alderman and afterward for three terms as 
mayor.
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In politics Mr. VTilleneuve was a stalwart conservative, but while 
working actively in the party and doing everything in his power to 
promote its growth and secure its success, he could never he tempted 
to try his fortune in either the federal or provincial fields, although 
he was requested on many occasions to carry the party banner. He 
was universally respected for his unswerving business honesty and 
uprightness, and upon these qualities as a foundation he builded his 
success, which placed him among the leaders in his particular line 
in eastern Canada. His sound judgment enabled him to correctly 
value those things which go to make up life's contacts and experi
ences. His opinions were sound, his enterprise unfaltering and his 
activités were of a character that contributed to the public welfare 
as well as to individual success. Mr. Villeneuve was a member of 
the Homan Catholic church, and took a great deal of interest in 
church affairs.

Mr. Villeneuve was married twice. His first wife was Malvina 
Jnyal, a sister of I)r. Joyal, of Montreal, and to them was born a 
son, J. Arthur, who was educated in Montreal and traveled exten
sively with his father in Europe. He married Miss Yvonne Lari- 
viere, of Montreal, and has a son, Jean Leonidas, horn July 11, 
1918. J. Arthur Villeneuve is vice president of the L. Villeneuve 
Company and of the Eagle Lumber Company and is a worthy suc
cessor of his father in connection with the lumber industry of the 
country. For his second wife Leonidas Villeneuve chose Dame 
Exilda Bergeron, who also survives. His life of intense and intelli
gently directed activity brought him success and, moreover, he always 
followed constructive methods in his business career, so that his path 
was never strewn with the wreck of other men's fortunes.
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)H almost a half century James Hoss was intimately 

w ass<K*iated with the growth and development of 
L 35 Canada and was an active factor in establishing, 
1 u5 building and promoting many of the leading national

and municipal railways of the country. It was under 
him that Sir William Mackenzie started his career 

and subsequently he cooperated with him in various enterprises 
throughout the world. He was also a long-time associate of Sir Sand- 
ford Fleming, Sir William Van Home, Sir Thomas Shaughnessy 
and Lord Strathcona, more particularly in the ’80s, in the building of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway. He was also actively interested in the 
executive control of the Montreal and Toronto street railways from 
1892. The extent and importance of his business interests and invest
ments made him therefore a most prominent factor in the upbuilding 
and development of the country and his name is inseparably inter
woven with the history of Canada.

Mr. Ross was a son of the late Captain John Ross, merchant and 
ship owner, and Man,' B. (McKedie) Ross, formerly of Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, England. His birth occurred in the year 1848 at Cromarty, 
Scotland, and after attending Inverness Academy in his native land 
he continued his studies in England. His initial step in the business 
world brought him into connection with railway, harbor and water 
works in Great Britain. Following his arrival in America he was 
appointed, in 1870, to the position of resident engineer of the Ulster 
& Delaware Railway, of which road he afterward liecame chief engi
neer. In 1872 he acted as resident engineer of the Wisconsin Central 
Railway and subsequently held a similar position with the Lake 
Ontario Shore road. It was not long before his efficiency as an engi
neer won him wide recognition and he was offered the position of 
chief engineer of the Victoria Railway, of which he subsequently be
came general manager. He was one of the most successful railway 
builders and owners in the Dominion, the construction of the Cana
dian Pacific over the Rockies being due to his power of organization 
and engineering ability, and when Sir Donald Smith, later Lord 
Strathcona, drove the last spike of the road, no one of that historic 
group held a higher place in public regard in Canada than Mr. Ross.
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Ilis active operations in the field of railway construction included 
the building of the Credit Valley Railway in 1878-79 and upon its 
completion he was appointed general manager of the road and also 
filled the position of consulting engineer of the Ontario and Quebec 
Railway. In the spring of 1883 as general manager of construc
tion, Mr. Ross began at Swift Current the building of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway over the Rockies, the Selkirks and the Gold Range, 
and early in November, 1885, this stretch of six himdred and twenty- 
three miles ending at Craig KUachie, was completed more tlian a year 
ahead of time, creating a record for fast railway building on this 
continent and evoking from Sir William Van Horne the statement 
that such a record meant millions to the Canadian Pacific Railway. It 
was during the building of the road over the mountains that Mr. 
Ross might be said to have discovered and subsequently came into 
close touch with William Mackenzie, Donald Mann (both since 
knighted), Herbert S. Holt and several others who later on took a 
front place among the railway magnates and financial leaders of 
Canada. In 1888 Mr. Ross brought about the settlement of location 
of the Canadian Pacific east of Montreal and the legislative difficul
ties attending the entry of the road into the state of Maine. Upon 
completing his arduous and complex task he took the contract for the 
construction of the remaining portion of their line not already pro
vided for. The extensions and improvements of the Canadian Pacific 
created difficult tasks of civil engineering which were ably performed 
by Mr. Ross who at the same time considered the question of rail
way construction in South America for which he had options. The 
railways of the southern continent were to be built in Argentine and 
Chile and the options in those two republics alone amounted to over 
twenty million dollars. Mr. Ross was also interested in important 
contracts in Chicago and elsewhere.

He established his home permanently in Montreal in 1888 and 
from this point supj>orted his active professional interests, contracting 
and building the Regina and Long Lake Railways some two hun
dred and fifty miles in length. In 1889 he supervised the construction 
of the Calgaiy & Edmonton Railway, three hundred miles in length.

Having proven his capability in the field of steam railway con
struction Mr. Ross, in 1892, largely concentrated his energies upon 
problems of street railway building and in connection with Sir Wil
liam Mackenzie purchased the Toronto Railway from the city of 
Toronto. He afterward rebuilt the tracks and installed electric power 
in the operation of the road. In 1892 he undertook the reorganization 
of the Montreal Street Railway, changing it from horse car to electric
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serv ice. He was at the head of the syndicate that purchased the fran
chise from the old City Passenger Railway Company. In the same 
way he converted the street railways of Winnipeg and St. John, New 
Brunswick, into electric lines and in 1896 he joined Sir William Mac
kenzie in the purchase of the tramway systems of Birmingham, Eng
land, and organized the City of Birmingham Tramways Company 
for the operation of the road under an electric system. In the fol
lowing year he secured a charter and franchise from the government 
of Jamaica to build electric tramways on the island.

The energy and enterprise of Mr. Ross seemed limitless. No 
matter how many and how important were the enterprises with which 
he was actively connected it seemed possible for him to take on others 
and become a factor in their successful control. He was one of the 
promoters of the Lake of the Woods Milling Company in 1887, chief 
promoter of the Columbia River Lumber Company in 1889 and of the 
Canadian Land and Investment Company in 1891. His opinions car
ried weight in the councils of various companies with which he was 
connected as a member of the l>oard of directors, including the Bank 
of Montreal; Calgary and Edmonton Land Company, Limited; 
Canada Life Insurance Company; Canada Sugar Refining Com
pany, Limited; Canadian General Electric Company, Limited; 
Laurentide Paper Company, Limited; Royal Trust Company; and 
Dominion Bridge Company and St. John Railway Company, of which 
two last named he was president.

Writing of his business career a local paper said; “One of the 
most interesting periods of Mr. Ross's life was that of his prominent 
connection with the Dominion Coal and the Dominion Iron and 
Steel Companies, lasting for a period of upwards of ten years. At a 
comparatively early stage of the development of the coal and iron 
industries on the island of Cape Breton, Mr. Ross with his customary 
business astuteness, foresaw the possibilities of great development, 
and decided to invest a considerable amount of his capital there. He 
became the owner of a large block of shares in the coal company, and 
after the promotion of the Dominion Iron and Steel Company in 
1901 he became a director. As it was obvious that the interests of the 
two concerns would, if steel turned out a success, be very much bound 
up, Mr. Ross increased his holdings in coal until, in the same year, 
the Steel Company was launched, his interest became paramount, 
and he was placed in the position of being able to dictate the policy 
of the company. Having retired from active participation in 
many of the interests which made his earlier career such a busy one, 
he determined to give his personal attention to the development of his
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Cape Breton interests and with that object in view he accepted the 
office of vice president of the Dominion Coal Company and managing 
director of the Dominion Iron and Steel Company in 11)01.

“The succeeding years were destined to be full of business 
anxieties and lively contendings hut his keen business ability and 
foresight brought him to the end of his active connection with the 
companies a much richer man than when he went in, despite the loss 
of the fight in the courts over the dispute about the terms of the con
tract for the supply of coal to the Steel Company, 1907-08.

“Besides this tight Mr. Ross conducted the affairs of the Coal 
Company through disastrous fires which seriously affected the out
put of the mines, and labor troubles one of which was of a protracted 
and costly nature. Throughout all the various negotiations which 
were almost continuously carried on between the two companies for 
years, Mr. Ross found his paramount interest was in the Coal Com
pany although he was financially and executively interested in both, 
so that eventually he withdrew from the steel board and paid his 
whole time to the Coal Company, becoming its president, a post he 
retained until December, 1909. In March, 1909, at the annual meet
ing of the Dominion Coal Company, Mr. Ross made an exhaustive 
statement concerning the relations of the two companies following 
the decision of the Privy Council in the preceding month, in which 
he justified the course taken by his company. He explained from the 
coal point of view, how the company had saved the Steel Company 
from bankruptcy at a critical time following the termination of the 
lease of the Coal Company to Steel in 1908 and the subsequent dis
pute which Ifecame acute in 1900 and reached the courts the follow
ing year. The final settlement of the tenus of the judgment between 
the two companies and the eventual purchase of Mr. Ross' interest in 
coal for four million, seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, which 
took place late in 1909 when he retired from the presidency and 
Coal was amalgamated with Steel, concluded the most interesting and 
strenuous period of his career.

“Although Mr. Ross had strong likes and dislikes he never hesi
tated to proclaim openly ability he saw in the make-up of a busi
ness opponent. A conversation during the progress of the Steel and 
Coal litigation brought out this characteristic to a marked degree. 
During that memorable conflict Mr. J. H. Plummer and Sir William 
Van Home were perhaps more prominently in the firing line on the 
Steel side than any one else, while Mr. Ross for the Coal Company 
was the inner and outer defenses and commander-in-chief combined. 
He was asked one day while discussing the possibilities of Canadian
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Pacific Railway stock what would take place supposing anything hap
pened to Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, whereupon Mr. Ross said: ‘This 
statement will surprise you, but Van Iiorne would have to go hack,’ 
thus paying a high compliment to his chief adversary in the Steel- 
Coal conflict. The manner in which Mr. Ross came to the rescue of 
a very important brokerage firm, the head of which is now dead, the 
day following President Cleveland’s message on the Venezuelan situa
tion was another indication, not only of his good heart, but general 
interest in the financial community. The market was in a had way 
generally when the message to congress accentuated to such an extent 
the unrest and lack of confidence, that gilt-edged securities were with
out buyers, even at ruinous prices. The financier in question w-as des
perately in need of funds and although his securities were of the best, 
the then general manager of the Rank of Montreal, who has also 
passed away, did not consider himself justified in making the advance. 
When James Ross heard of the affair he came forward and said: 
‘We cannot afford to allow this man to go to the wall, for if he goes 
half of St. François Xavier street will tumble with him. Give him 
a million, take his securities and charge the amount to my account.’ 
Another public-spirited director assumed half the responsibility and 
a very grave financial smash was averted.

“Mr. Ross was first president of the Mexican Light, Heat and 
Power Company and during his several visits to the Mexican capital 
was brought in contact with the then ruling spirits of the republic. 
He at once formed a very high opinion of the then president with 
whom Mr. Ross had several interesting interviews, touching the trade 
relations of Canada and Mexico, and with that never erring fore
sight he also stated to a friend on his return from the Mexican capital 
that if ever Diaz was forced to relinquish the helm of state, trouble 
would follow in the southern republic as it did not appear to the Mon
treal financier that there were enough of trained men around the then 
president to carry on successfully the affairs of that country, and 
the words of the former appear to have l>een prophetic.

“Although having a commanding interest in many other estab
lishments and industries Mr. Ross used to say that the Rank of Mon
treal, the Canadian Pacific Railway and the Dominion Coal Company 
were nearest his heart. He was a director in the first named institu
tion since 1899, the largest individual shareholder in the great national 
railway system and up to a few years ago the president and the holder 
of five million dollars stock in the last named corporation. Mr. James 
Ross succeeded the late Mr. Hugh McLennan and had been in con
sequence director of the Rank of Montreal for fourteen years. Speak-



20 31amc» Ron

ing of the loss that institution sustained in the death of Mr. Ross, its 
vice president and general manager, Mr. H. V. Meredith said : ‘We 
have lost an eminently strong man and a sound adviser,' while Mr. 
H. H. Angus, the president, spoke of him as a very able director of 
the hank and a warm personal friend."

About the time that Mr. Ross arrived in Canada the country was 
deeply engrossed in the discussion of free trade versus protection, and 
having seen the neighboring republic grow from an agricultural to a 
manufacturing community, and realizing what the same fiscal policy 
would do for Canada, he at once espoused the cause then championed 
by Sir John Macdonald and Sir Charles Tupper, both as regards the 
fiscal policy of the Dominion and their railway program as well. Mr. 
Ross was a moderate protectionist, believing that such a policy was 
mutually beneficial both to the manufacturer and consumer. He had 
seen such states as Illinois, Ohio, Minnesota and other agricultural 
sections of the Union vote for protection and often when apprehen
sion was expressed over the probable outcome of a moderately pro
tective tariff for the western provinces of Canada, Mr. Ross would 
reply that the establishment of eastern industries all over the west 
would soon convert the fanners of Alberta, Manitoba and Saskatche
wan to protectionist ideas.

In 1872 Mr. Ross was united in marriage to Miss Annie Kerr, 
a daughter of the late John Kerr of Kingston, New York, and sheriff 
of Ulster county. They had one son John Kenneth Levison Ross, 
who married Ethel A. Matthews, a daughter of W. D. Matthews 
of Toronto, and they have two children, Janies Kenneth and Ilylda 
Annie. Mrs. James Ross is deeply interested in organizations for 
promoting aesthetic tastes and is active in support of benevolent and 
charitable projects. She is a director of the Society of Decorative 
Art, vice president of the English section of the woman’s branch of 
the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society and is president of the 
Maternity Hospital of Montreal.

Flags at half mast on the Rank of Montreal and the Royal Trust 
Company, on September 20, 1913. gave official announcement to the 
financial and business community that Mr. James Ross, director of 
the institutions, had passed away. It is fitting in a review of his life 
that one take cognizance of his many good deeds. Aside from his 
prominent activity in railway and financial circles, he was a man of 
marked public spirit and benevolence. In 1902 he gave to Lindsay, 
Ontario, and the county of Victoria, the Ross Memorial Hospital as 
a memorial to his parents. Two years later Alexandra Hospital 
of Montreal received from him a gift of twenty-five thousand dollars
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and in 1910 he gave an equal amount to the Montreal Art Associa
tion of which he had long been a member and of which he was at that 
time the president. His total benefactions to the Art Association 
amounted to over a quarter of a million. In his will he made the 
following public bequests; to the Koval Victoria Hospital, the Gen
eral Hospital and the Maternity Hospital each fifty thousand dollars; 
to Alexandra Hospital twenty-five thousand dollars ; to the Montreal 
Art Association and to McGill University each one hundred thousand 
dollars and to the Ross Memorial Hospital at Lindsay, Ontario, 
twenty-five thousand dollars. He also remembered many of his old 
friends and took special care that his servants and employes should 
be provided for.

Mr. Ross was identified with many public interests and ranked 
with loyal C anadians whose efforts have been effective forces in pro
moting general progress.

He was a governor of McGill University, of the Royal Victoria 
Hospital, of the Alexandra Hospital and of the Protestant Hos
pital for the Insane at Montreal. He was likewise a trustee of 
Bishop’s College at Lennox ville, P. Q., and in 1900 he was appointed 
honorary lieutenant colonel of the Duke of York's Royal Canadian 
Hussars. He took an active interest in yachting and was the owner 
of the Glencairn, which won the Seawanhaka-Corinthian cup for half 
raters in American waters in 1890. He subsequently bought the late 
Joseph Pulitzer’s large steam yacht, Liberty, of one thousand six 
hundred fifty tons, which he renamed the Glencairn, and in which 
he spent much of his vacation time in the Mediterranean. It might 
be interesting to note here that both the small half rater and the 
large steam yacht were named in memory of the large full-rigged ship 
Glencairn, which was owned and commanded by his late father, Cap
tain John Ross, of Cromarty. Mr. James Ross was for many years 
commodore of the Royal St. Lawrence Yacht Club, and was honorary 
commodore for life, and was a member of the Royal Yacht Squadron.

Mr. Ross was well known in club circles, holding membership in 
the Mount Royal, St. James, Forest and Stream, Canada, Montreal 
Hunt, Montreal Jockey, Montreal Racquet and Montreal Curling 
Clubs of Montreal ; Rideau Club of Ottawa ; Manitoba Club of Win
nipeg; Toronto Royal Canadian Yacht and York Clubs of Toronto; 
Union Club of St. John, New Brunswick; Halifax Club of Halifax, 
Nova Scotia; New York Yacht and Manhattan Clubs of New York; 
Royal C. B. Yacht Club of Sydney, Nova Scotia; and the Constitu
tional Club of London, England.
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Following the demise of Mr. Ross the Gazette of September 22, 
1913, said editorial!) : “The history of James Ross is to some extent 
the history of the financial and creative progress of Canada. He has 
been associated with many of our greatest enterprises and always in 
jwsitions of prominence and leadership. In any list of citizens whose 
financial power must lie reckoned with in predicting the course of 
supreme events in this country, the name of James Ross would have 
sto<xl near the top. Many of his fellow citizens will think of him, 
however, as a generous and discriminating collector and exhibitor of 
art. At u time when Montreal had not many men who both appre
ciated and possessed the financial ability to purchase splendid speci
mens of the liest art which the old world has produced, Janies Ross 
entered that field, and soon made his private collection one of the 
things of which Montrealers were proud. The public generally have 
had a chance to admire some of his treasures at Loan Exhibitions; 
and. in this fashion, the pleasure ami benefit of his collection have 
been widely shared.”

Tributes of respect and regard were paid to Mr. Ross by people in 
even- station in life. The high and the low, the rich and the poor 
did him honor. The following letter was received by his son, Mr. 
James K. L. Ross:

“The engineers on the S. and L. were much surprised and deeply 
grieved when we lieard that your father had passed away. Our 
deepest sympathy goes out to you in your sad bereavement. We all 
feel that we have lost a good and true friend. No other man we have 
worked for gave our men the feeling of security in their position that 
he did. We always were satisfied that if we did what was right no 
other influence could hurt us or our families. When some of us were 
unfortunate enough to err in judgment and our error cost the com
pany quite a lot, in the usual course of railways the officials hail 
nothing to do hut severely discipline us. Your father used his own 
position not to discipline our men hut to give them a good man’s 
advice, which has helped our men and also the company which he then 
presided over. Acts like these are never forgotten by railway men 
and there were many sincere expressions of sorrow heard when the 
news of his death flashed over our road. They have also instructed 
us to convey to your sorrowing mother our deepest sympathy in 
her trying hour.

“On lichalf of the S. and L. engineers, we are sincerely yours 
(Signed) 1). W. Macdonald, chairman; Parker Holmes, secretary 
and treasurer; Hugh MacPherson, chief engineer.

“Glace Bay, Cape Breton, Canada, September 20, 1918.”
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Another well merited tribute being from Principal Peterson of 
McGill University, who said:

“The other day we were greatly gratified to learn that a member 
of the board of governors, the late Janies Ross, had remembered 
McGill University in his will to the extent of one hundred thousand 
dollars. Mr. Ross was one of our friends. His connection with the 
administration of the university had given him many opportunities 
of appreciating the difficulty of carrying on an institution whose needs 
in the very nature of things, are always outrunning its resources; and 
his kindly thought of us has touched a chord in our hearts that vibrates 
with gratitude and appreciation.

“It is a melancholy pleasure to record also our indebtedness to 
Mr. Ross for much help and advice given as a member of the govern
ing body of the university, especially in the department of mechanical 
engineering. Besides being a great and experienced engineer, he was 
a patron also of the arts and sciences. He took an active interest 
also in the well-being of our hospitals, and as they are in a sense 
university institutions, his bequests to the Royal Victoria and 
Maternity Hospitals may lie cited here as additional reasons for grati
tude. He was a man of high artistic culture, one who ‘loved that 
beauty should go beautifully.* Mere splendor without taste would 
always have been repellent to him. Perhaps his best memorial, apart 
from the magnificent collection of pictures which he got together 
with such care and discrimination, and which was the joy and pride 
of his wide circle of friends, will be the beautiful building on Sher
brooke street to which he has contributed so largely as the perma
nent home of the Art Association. Such men lend valuable aid in the 
way of enabling a community to realize some aspects of its higher 
self.”
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on the keystone of Canada’s financial arch was 

*nscr>ked the name of Sir Edward Clouston, of whom 
jjy a leading journalist wrote: “He was one of the 

mainsprings of Canada's progress.” Not only did he 
achieve notable results in his own career but was also 
the adviser and counsellor of many who have stood 

highest in the public life and activities of the Dominion, and thus a 
notable figure passed from the stage of earthly activities when he was 
called to his final rest on the 28d of November, 1912. He was then 
still in the prime of life, his birth having occurred at Moose Factory 
on James Hay, May 9, 1849, his parents being James Stewart and 
Margaret Clouston. The father, a native of Stromness, Orkney, 
Scotland, was a chief factor in the Hudson's Bay service. The mother 
was the eldest daughter of Robert S. Miles, also prominently con
nected with the Hudson’s Bay Company. Sent to Montreal to con
tinue his education, the son liecame a pupil in the high school, of which 
Aspinwall How was then head master. Subsequently he spent a 
year in the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company and then returned 
to Montreal when a youth of sixteen to liecome junior clerk in the 
Bank of Montreal, entering that institution in 1865. This was the 
initial step in his successful career as one of Canada's foremost 
financiers. In his twentieth year he was appointed accountant at 
Brockville and two years later was transferred to Hamilton in the 
same capacity. In 1874 he liecame assistant accountant at Montreal, 
was attached to the London, England, office and also to the New York 
office in 1875. Five years later he was made manager of the Mon
treal branch and in 1887 was promoted to the jiosition of assistant 
general manager. In 1889 he became acting general manager and 
from 1890 was general manager, being called to that position of 
grave and great responsibility when but forty-one years of age. 
Throughout the years of his connection with the bank he had ever in 
mind, not only the interest of the shareholders, but also the welfare of 
his subordinates, many of whom received from him unusual considera
tion and kindness. Sir Edward Clouston's tenure of office in the 
Bank of Montreal was longer than that of any of his iredecessors, 
the presidency during these years having been filled by Sir Donald 
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Smith, afterward Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal ; Sir George 
Drummond and H. H. Angus. In retiring from the general manager
ship Sir Edward C'louston retained the vice presidenev, which he had 
held sinee Sir George Drummond liecame president in 190(5. In his 
official capacity as vice president he regularly attended the Iward 
meetings and never eeased to la* in close touch with the important 
affairs and interests of the hank. The prominent place which he held 
in the regard of the leading financiers of the country is shown by the 
fact that he was again and again elected to the presidency of the 
Canadian Hankers Association, lie was thus in constant touch with 
the financial world and his advice u|mhi matters connected with it was 
frequently sought by the different finance ministers of the Dominion, 
for no man in Canada had a surer grasp of difficult financial prob
lems, and his genius in this respect was an enormous asset to the great 
institution with which he was so long connected. His discernment 
was keen and his insight enabled him readily to recognize the possi
bilities and probable outcome of any business situation. The Mon
treal Herald spoke of him as "a mail of few words, of unerring 
accuracy in his judgments and of a caution in business transactions 
which, while it protects the hank from loss, does not hinder its devel
opment." The Montreal Witness said: "Sir Edward Clouston pos
sesses in extraordinary degree that sixth sense of the hanker—intui
tion as to character, rapid analysis of method, what is in a proposition 
from the first chapter to the last—in short knowing who and what to 
trust." It was these qualities which made his coo|H.*ration sought 
in various directions and brought him prominently liefore the public in 
various inijMirtant commercial and financial connections. He was 
vice president of the Royal Trust Company; a director of the Guaran
tee Company of North America, the Canadian Cottons, Limited, the 
Canada Sugar Refining Company, the Ogilvie Flour Mills Com
pany, the Kaministikwia Power Company. He was chairman of the 
Canadian Iniard of the Liverpool & London & Globe Insurance Com
pany and the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. His 
cooperation and support extended to various other projects of a pub
lic or semi-public character, and at all times he manifested a deep 
interest in those projects relating to general progress and improve
ment or the betterment of social, intellectual, political and moral con
ditions. He was vice president of the Parks and Play Grounds 
Association and The Crematorium, Limited, was president ol the 
Royal Victoria Hospital and a governor of the Montreal General, 
Montreal Maternity, Alexandra and Western Hospitals, the Prot
estant Hospital for the Insane, the Fraser Institute, the Montreal
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Dispensary, the Victorian Order of Nurses, and McGill University. 
In 1910 he was one of the principal promoters of the Typhoid Emerg
ency Hospital and was a member of the executive committee of the 
local branch of St. John's Ambulance Association. He was honorary 
treasurer of the King Edward VI1 Memorial Fund and of many other 
commemorative and charitable funds. He was a patron of art, and 
possessed many tine pictures himself, wliile the Montreal Art Associa
tion numbered him as one of its counsellors as well as one of its gen
erous benefactors. Sir Edward Clouston was also well known as a 
sportsman, taking an active interest in early life in football and 
lacrosse, and he was also a well known racquet player. He was cap
tain of the Canadian team which played the Harvard University 
Football Club in 1875. He was president of the Montreal Racquet 
Club in 1888 and was appointed a trustee of the Minto challenge 
lacrosse cup in 1901. Sir Edward was ever willing to encourage the 
amateurs in sports, and in addition to those already mentioned he was 
a devotee of snowshoeing and fancy skating. In later years he became 
an enthusiastic yachtsman, motorist and golfer. He was also a clever 
swimmer and did a great deal to advance the sport in many ways. 
He was the donor of a trophy for competition among the memliers of 
the Royal Life Saving Station, which is being competed for annually, 
and many other such trophies were presented through his generosity. 
When the Rugby Club was organized as a branch of the Montreal 
Athletic Association he became an active executive officer. He was 
one of the trustees of the Stanley cup in the early days of its com
petition and acted as an official at many of the championships held 
under the auspices of the Amateur Skating Association of Canada.

In November, 1878, Sir Edward Clouston married Annie, young
est daughter of George Easton, collector of Her Majesty's customs 
at Brockville, Ontario. Lady Clouston, who survives him, keeps up 
the beautiful and historic estate at St. Annes, known as Hois Rriant, 
which was the pride and delight of Sir Edward's later years, and she 
also maintains the home at No. 892 Peel street in Montreal, known 
so long as the city residence of the general manager of the Rank of 
Montreal. This was Sir Edward's favorite title. President and vice 
president ap]>ealed to him hut little; it was as an administrator that 
he won and held his fame. He was mentioned as successor to Lord 
Strathcona as high commissioner for Canada in Great Britain in 
1999. The previous year he had been created a baronet and in 1911 
lie was appointed a Knight of Grace of the Order of the Hospital of 
St. John of Jerusalem in England. He was one of the best known 
club men of Canada, belonging to Mount Roval Club; St. Janies
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Club; Auto and Aero Club; Forest and Stream Club; M. A. A. A.; 
Montreal Hunt Club; Montreal Jockey Club; Royal Montreal Golf 
Club; Royal St. Lawrence Yacht Club; St. George Snowshoe Club; 
Toronto Club and York Club, Toronto; Rideau Club, Ottawa; Man
hattan Club, New Y'ork ; and Bath Club and River Thames Yacht 
Club. London, England.

In a review of his life history many points stand out prominently. 
Within a quarter of a century he rose from an humble position in the 
bank to that of general manager and remained vice president until his 
demise. He was the recognized leader of finance, whose counsel was 
sought and valued in connection with the greatest undertakings. His 
business genius and public spirit went hand in hand and each con
stituted factors in the progress and upbuilding of Canada and in the 
development and promotion of the country's interests. His influence 
was far-reaching and effective as a force in national prosperity and 
greatness.

One who knew Sir Edward best summed up his character in the 
following article, which appeared in the journal of the Canadian 
Bankers Association after his death: “In life Sir Edward Clouston 
was a man of few words and I have felt that silence is my most fitting 
tribute to his memory. He was not an ostentatious man; he employed 
neither press agents nor stage managers. Many of his generous 
actions are known only to the writer of these lines; many others are 
known only to his Maker.”
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N EV'ERY' community there are men of broad charity 

and intelligent public spirit, of high integrity and sin
cerity of purpose and of resourceful business ability 
who are marked as leaders in development. Worthy 
of being classed with men of this character is Joseph 
Adelard Descarries, one of the eminent members of 

the Montreal bar and a man whose name figures in connection with the 
legislative history of the province as well as in the court records. Mr. 
Descarries is a representative of one of the oldest families of the 
province and one whose members have been identified with its growth 
and development since the earlier periods of settlement. He was born 
at St. Timothee, in the county of Heauharnois, Quebec, November 7, 
1838, the youngest son of the late Pierre and Elizabeth (Gougeau) 
Descarries.

Having mastered the branches of learning taught in the public 
schools of his native village, Joseph A. Descarries afterward attended 
Montreal College, McGill University and Laval University, grad
uating from the latter in 1879, with the degree of LL.L. He studied 
law under Hon. Sir Alexander Lacoste and was called to the bar in 
1879, at which time he began practice as an advocate. He was created 
a king’s counsellor by the Earl of Derby in 1893 and for more than 
a third of a century he has l>een continuously and successfully engaged 
in law practice in Montreal, where he has been accorded an extensive 
and distinctively representative clientage.

His public work, too, has been of an important character and 
has indicated his loyalty to the highest standards of government. For 
nine consecutive years he was mayor of Lachine, giving to the city 
a businesslike and progressive administration. In 1892 he was elected 
for Jacques Cartier county to the legislative assembly, but resigned 
in 1898, in which year he unsuccessfully contested a seat in the house 
of commons. Since that time he has taken no active part in politics 
aside from exercising his right of franchise and standing stanchly in 
support of principles and measures in which he believes. He is now 
president of the Lachine Conservative Club and is also president of 
the St. Jean Baptiste Society of I^achine.
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Mr. Deecsrries is the largest private owner of real estate in La- 
chine, his holdings including some of the finest residential properties 
surrounding Montreal. Some years ago he purchased a tract of land 
eleven acres in width from the Allan family, comprising a most at
tractive piece of property, which he developed and thus added greatly 
to the upbuilding of the district, lie is the owner of one hundred 
and fifty-two houses, erecting all of them save one, and in their build
ing substantiality has always been a feature. Unlike the usual 
structure built merely to sell. Mr. Desear ries has aimed at the creation 
of an estate the ultimate value of which cannot help but become im
mense. As an illustration of the change in realty values, caused by 
improvements and transformation of surroundings, it may lie cited 
that Mr. Descarries some years ago purchased a tract of land of four 
hundred acres, on which the taxes were at that time approximately 
eighty dollars, while today for less than one-third of this land which 
he owns the taxes are more than three thousand dollars. It would 
Ik* difficult to estimate the value to a community of operations of this 
character. Mr. Desear ries has taken an active part in the upbuilding 
of industrial interests, and his influence has been an important factor 
in securing for Lachine a number of valuable industries, all of which 
have materially contributed to growth and development for the city, 
enabling it to take a prominent rank among Montreal’s suburban 
cities. Among his other business connections Mr. Descarries is presi
dent of the Wealthy Mines Company, Limited, and a director of Les 
Champs d'Or ltigaiid Vaudreuil.

In 1881 Mr. Desearries was married, at Chateauguay, Quebec, 
to Miss Marie Celina Kim ire, a daughter of A. N. Le Tailleur, a 
notary public of Lachine. The marriage ceremony was performed 
by Monseigneur Charles Kdward Fabre, archbishop of Montreal. 
Mrs. Desearries is a graduate of Mount St. Marie Convent and is a 
lady of superior intelligence and high qualities of mind. Their chil
dren are as follows. Joseph A. I’., who was graduated from McGill 
University, specializing in chemistry, founded the Lachine Gas Com
pany. of which he is now the head. He married Miss Oliva Forgoes, 
of Outremont, a graduate of St. Anne's Convent at Lachine. They 
have two children. Olivette and Marcelle. Théophile N., who was 
graduated from Laval University, is an advocate, associated with his 
father under the firm name of Desearries k Desearries. He married 
Miss Marie Anne Huot, a daughter of Dr. G. Huot, of Beauharnois, 
and they have one child, Anne Marie. Aimee, a graduate of St. 
Anne’s Convent of Lachine, is a young lady of unusual artistic taste 
and skill. Her work as a painter on china shows exceptional merit
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and includes some of the finest specimens of this decorative art ex
hibited by Canadian artists. Adelard, a graduate of Mount St. Louis 
College, is now a student at l’Ecole des Hautes Etudes. Marie Rose 
will graduate from St. Anne's Convent of Lachine in the class of 
1014. Auguste, a student at St. Mary's College, is a young man of 
unusual talent and promise, whose ability as an organist is well 
known.

Mr. Descarries’ pleasure and recreation have always been greatly 
augmented when in the company of his family, whose entertainment, 
like their rearing and education, has never been neglected. Estimat
ing highly the value of education, he has extended to his children 
exceptional opportunities for intellectual development and they con
stitute a family that would be a distinct credit to any parentage. 
Roth Mr. and Mrs. Descarries have always maintained a companion
ship with their children and have been so close to their interests, 
thoughts, purposes and plans that there has been little need for that 
parental discipline which is often a too pronounced feature in house
holds. Confidence and mutual understanding have been the basis of 
the family relation, rendering this a most attractive household. The 
religious belief of the family is that of the Roman Catholic church, 
and Mr. Descarries has for several years lieen president of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. lie is also a member of the Club Lafon
taine, the Lachine Snowshoe Club and the Auto and Aero Club of 
Montreal.

No history of Mr. Descarries would be complete without mention 
of the fact that he is a very public-spirited man, littéral and gen
erous in his support of any movement for the public good and ever 
ready to lend his assistance to such movements as will contribute to the 
advancement of the city, province and Dominion. He has lieen a 
very successful business man, not only as regards the accumulation of 
property but as well in the high esteem in which he is held. He has 
all the elements of a man in whom to have confidence, dependable in 
any relation and in any emergency. His quietude of deportment, 
his easy dignity, combined with an innate courtesy and politeness, all 
contribute to a strong personality. The splendid use he has made of 
his time, talents and opportunities has equipped him for the important 
and valuable work he has been doing and which has given decided 
impetus to the city’s progress and improvement, upholding as well its 
legal, political and moral status.
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SHE tales of heroic conduct in times of war will always 

r j.ij arouse the enthusiasm and call forth the praise of 
WJ those who hear them, but heroism is by no means con- 

1 127 fined to the men who wear their nation’s uniform
and march to the sound of the bugle. It has been 
manifest where there were none to witness and none 

to record the story and with nothing but an individual sense of duty 
for its inspiration. The world thrilled with the story of the heroism 
of the men, who, in the silence of the night, gave women and children 
over to the care of the few who manned the lifeboats and quietly 
awaited death on the decks of the steamship Titanic when it sank on 
its maiden trip across the Atlantic, April 15, 1912. Included in the 
great toll of human lives exacted by this catastrophe, was that of 
Charles Melville Hays, president of the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail
ways and one of the foremost railroad magnates of his generation. 
11 is was the master mind in the development of the Grand Trunk 
Pacific and his work for the Grand Trunk Railway has become a part 
of the history of the Dominion. One of the elements of his success 
was that he was always essentially and strictly a railroad man, never 
dissipating his energies over too broad a field but concentrating his 
efforts along that single line of activity.

A native of Rock Island, Illinois, Mr. Hays was born in 1856, 
and was but a child when his parents removed to St. Louis, Missouri, 
in which city he was reared and received his educational training. 
He was but a boy of seventeen when he started out in life on his own 
account as a clerk in the passenger department of the Atlantic & 
Pacific Railway. From that time on his advancement was continuous 
and rapid, solely the result of his thoroughness, efficiency and genuine 
merit. After a year he was transferred to the auditor’s department, 
and later was called to a position in the office of the general superin
tendent where his aptitude, enterprise and initiative were soon 
recognized. From 1878 until 1884 he was secretary to the general 
manager of the Missouri Pacific Railroad and in the latter year was 
offered and accepted the position of secretary to the general manager 
of the Wabash & St. Louis Pacific Railway Company.
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111 1880 he was appointed general manager of the road and the 
following year lieeame general manager of the Wabash Western, 
comprising all of the Wabash lines west of the Mississippi and also 
between C'hieago and Detroit. In 1880 he was appointed general 
manager of the reorganized and eonsolidated Wabash system and eon- 
trolled the important and manifold interests of the railway for six 
years or until he resigned to become general manager of the Grand 
Trunk, succeeding L. J. Seargeant. Five years later he left the 
Grand Trunk to take the |>osition of president of the Southern Pacific 
Railway Company hut remained in that connection for only a year, 
as the railway passed under the control of the Ilarriman interests, 
whose policy differed from that of Mr. Hays. About that time he 
received a communication from Sir Charles Rivers Wilson, again 
offering him the position of general manager of the (irand Trunk 
and he returned to the latter road late in 1901 as second vice president 
and general manager. His connection therewith was continuous from 
that time until his demise, and on the retirement of Sir Charles Rivers 
Wilson in October, 1909, he was appointed president. In the mean
time his connection with railway interests constantly broadened, mak
ing him one of the notable figures in railway circles on the American 
continent. He became president of the Central Vermont Railway, 
the (irand Trunk Western Railway, the Detroit, (irand Haven & 
Milwaukee Railway, the Toledo, Saginaw & Muskegon Railway, the 
Michigan Air Line Railway, the Chicago. Detroit and Canada (irand 
Trunk Junction Railway the Detroit & Toledo Shore Line, the South
ern New England Railway Company, the Canadian Express Com
pany, the (irand Trunk Railway Insurance & Provident Society and 
of various corporations featuring largely as factors in commercial and 
industrial development. He was chosen to the presidency of the St. 
Clair Tunnel Company, the International Bridge Company, the Mon
treal Warehousing Company, the Portland Elevator Company and 
the New England Elevator Company. He also represented the 
(irand Trunk Western Railway as a director of the Chicago & West
ern Indiana Railway and Belt Railway of Chicago.

In 1903 he was made a member of the (>ermanent commission of 
the International Railway Congress and also a director of the United 
States Mortgage & Trust Company. He was a delegate to the Impe
rial Trades Congress in 1908. He became a director of the Royal 
Trust Company and the Merchants Bank of Canada and a director 
of the Canadian Board of the London & Lancashire Life Assurance 
Company. He was also a director of the Montreal Horticultural and 
Fruit Growing Association—a fact which indicated much of the
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breadth of his interests. His executive ability was sought as an ele
ment in the successful management of various benevolent, charitable 
and philanthropic enterprises. He was a governor of the Montreal 
General Hospital, a governor of the Royal Victoria Hospital and a 
governor of the McGill University. In 1907 he was decorated with 
the Order of the Rising Sun (third class) by the emperor of Japan.

He was a man of remarkable personality. Obstacles and difficul
ties seemed but a stimulus for renewed effort on his part and he was 
never happier than when he could grasp an opportunity and utilize 
it to the fullest extent or untangle a knotty problem in railway man
agement and control. Mr. Hays was a well known figure in club 
circles, belonging to the Mount Royal, St. James, Canada, Forest and 
Stream, Montreal Jockey, Montreal Hunt, St. Maurice Fish and 
Game Club and the Laurentian Club of Montreal and the Rideau 
Club of Ottawa. Sir Wilfrid Laurier bad termed him “a valuable 
acquisition to Canada," and the Montreal Witness said he was “a 
splendid example of what brains, pluck and industry can overcome 
and accomplish," while the Montreal Standard styled him ‘‘a man 
of quiet dignity, whose sanity and strength are seen and felt in all his 
undertakings."

Mr. Hays was survived by his widow, who was Miss Clara J. 
Gregg, a daughter of William II. Gregg of St. Louis, Missouri, and 
four daughters Mrs. George I). Hall, of Boston, Mrs. Thornton Dav
idson, Mrs. A. Harold Grier and Mrs. Hope C. Scott, of Montreal.

One of the ships that hastened to the relief of the Titanic recov
ered the body of Mr. Hays, which was brought back to Montreal for 
interment and laid to rest following one of the most imposing funerals 
ever accorded a civilian in this city. Mr. Hays worshipped at the 
American Presbyterian church of Montreal and was one of its trus
tees, but retained his membership in the First Presbyterian church of 
St. Louis, Missouri, and in the memorial sen-ices held in the former 
on the 25th of April, 1912, a sermon by the Rev. Dr. McKittrick, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian church of St. Louis, following the 
death of Mr. Hays, was read. He said in part: "The colossal catas
trophe of the seas which has so recently startled and dismayed the 
civilized world could not pass today entirely unnoted in the temples 
of the living God. Among those who went down to their unexpected 
and, it seems to our vision, their untimely death, there was no man who 
worthily had a higher position in the social, industrial and financial 
world than Mr. Charles M. Hays, president of the Grand Tnink Rail
way of Canada. Since commonly the boy is father of the man we 
might almost refer to him as ‘our Mr. Hays’ for he was once in our
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Sunday School, and afterwards a member of our Board of Trustees. 
His is an inspiring example to all our boys and to every boy in the 
land of what may lie accomplished by rightful purpose, industry, 
determination, all these by the worthy motives which variously con
stitute character. It took all the elements which are found in a manly 
man to make first so notable a record as was his in this city, and then 
to create for himself the distinguished name and for his undertaking 
the great prosperity which concerning both the history of today 
reveals.”

The following reference to Mr. Hays’ life and work was made at 
the close of public worship in the American Presbyterian church, 
Montreal, on Sabbath, April 28th. I)r. Johnston said: “The sub
ject that we have been considering this morning has unavoidably 
suggested to you, as it has to me, many thoughts regarding the life, 
the death and the work of Mr. Charles M. Hays whose loss our land 
mourns today.

“Much has already been said of Mr. Hays as the railway mag
nate, the man of enterprise, the devoted husband and father and the 
loyal friend. Upon these phases of his character I will not there
fore further dwell, but there remains something to be said of that 
feature of his life which, though less conspicuous to the general public, 
nevertheless lay deep and strong l>ehind all these other characteristics, 
and was indeed the inspiration of them. We all in this congregation 
know the large place which Mr. Hays gave to the work and worship of 
the church, and the readiness with which his time and influence were 
always lent to its interests. He loved the House of God. That love, in 
a measure, was doubtless the result of early training in a home of whose 
deep religious character he ever loved to s|>eak in terms of affection and 
appreciation. It was also due in part to his deep sense of what he owed 
in his place of great prominence to the community at large, and to a 
younger generation in particular, in the way of example. Most of all, 
however, it was due to his appreciation of the place that worship should 
have in even,' life, and to his deep sense of the need of every soul for 
those things that the House of God and its sendees can give. This 
attitude instead of lessening, as in so many lives it does, as responsi
bilities increased, and honours accumulated, deepened in Mr. Hays 
with the passing years.

“The continent-wide enterprises with which his name will always 
be associated were not simply enterprises and interests to him. They 
constituted a work, a ministry, which it was given him to administer 
for man, and through man for God. The tens of thousands for whom 
he had already thrown open the door of their exodus from European
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stagnation and oppression were his Israel, whom he, in God's name, 
was leading out into liberty and larger life. These broad prairies 
and boundless stretches of Northern Saskatchewan and the Peace 
River district, those hitherto impassable Rockies, giving gateway to 
the flowering farmlands that slope toward the silver sands of the 
Pacific—these were his Canaan, which it was his to conquer, not with 
sword and clash of battle, but with genius and enterprise and the 
power of science, so that into the good ‘Land of Promise’ he might 
bring the oppressed peoples of the world, to make a nation strong in 
lik-rty and in righteousness.

"Did time permit I could tell you much of how Mr. Hays carried 
on his great heart, the toiling multitudes of earth and their needs, 
and of how it was to him a vision glorious that he was permitted in 
some measure to contribute to their uplift and redemption. He, too, 
like Israel's leader had looked upon the burdens of the people. To 
us it seems that, like Moses, he has l>een permitted only to view his 
promised land from afar. On the threshhold of completion he has 
been bidden to lay down his work. A broken column ? A work incom
plete < Yes, if this world is all, and this life the only life, but if death 
is indeed for the life that lives in Christ, not extinction but expan
sion, not frustration but promotion, then surely in some other of the 
many mansions in our Father's one great house, they still serve who 
have ceased from labor here, and work with gladness for the bringing 
in of that day when throughout all the universe of God there shall 
lie nothing to hurt nor to destroy, but ‘God shall be all and in all.’ ”

The press throughout the American continent united in tribute 
to Charles Melville Hays and under the caption of Montreal’s Loss 
the Gazette of April 19, 1912, said editorially : “Among the many 
places which will have home reasons for bearing the loss (April 15, 
1912) of the steamship Titanic in sorrowful memory there will be 
few to rank before Montreal. Of residents who had won or were 
winning honorable places of usefulness in the city’s commercial life, 
no less than four ended their earthly career in the dark hours of Mon
day when the Atlantic waters closed over the wreck of what had been 
one of the world’s noblest vessels. First of these, of course, ranks 
Mr. Charles M. Hays, president of the Grand Tnink Pacific Rail
ways and director and adviser in many allied and other enterprises. 
Mr. Hays came to Montreal as a stranger, when the condition and 
fortunes of the Grand Trunk Railway were low indeed. The life 
had apparently gone out of the direction and a great property, with 
greater potentialities, was in danger of passing into bankruptcy. He 
and his associates found their task harder also because they were
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strangers. It was only a little while, however, before the city and 
the country, as well as the proprietors of the railway, recognized that 
in the new general manager, which was the title Mr. Hays then had, 
they had a man who for capacity ranked with the highest in his pro
fession. With a slight interruption Mr. Hays has had chief execu
tive control since 1897 of the Grand Trunk Railway. In that time 
it has been lifted physically to the standard of a high class, well 
e<piip|>ed road, with few superiors in America. Financially it has 
lieen so improved as to meet the interest charges on the new capital 
raised for lietterments and has been able to pay dividends on some of 
the older issues that once seemed to have lost all value as investments. 
In late years he was a chief moving spirit in the projection and 
construction of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, which is now 
approaching completion. His work in these connections sfieaks of his 
executive ability louder than can words written or spoken. It is only 
to be added that in all relations of life, business or social, he was a 
plain, courteous and kindly gentleman, to whom all were ready to pay 
in full measure the respect that he deserved."

The memorial sen-ice read in the American Presbyterian church 
to which previous allusion has lieen made, was one of the most impress
ive ever held within the liorders of Canada and the tributes to Mr. 
Hays on that occasion attested how high was the position which he 
held in the regard of business colleagues, of eminent educators, min
isters and others. Principal Peterson of McGill University said in 
part: “We have done well to come together in this solemn manner, 
not to meet in a useless parade of grief and sorrow, but to pay a sin
cere tribute to the worth of one who has gone to his last reward and 
to express our sympathy to those who suffer the loss of one so dear, 
and who have scarcely yet survived the shock of their sudden liereave- 
nient. Our men died like heroes—in that last dread extremity they 
liore themselves nobly and well.

“And I doubt not that foremost in fortitude was that great-hearted 
man who today is mourned throughout the world. Charles M. Hays, 
who was then eagerly returning to take his controlling part in those 
great enterprises with which his name will always lie associated, and 
no doubt looking forward with joy to returning to his accustomed 
work and surroundings here. The vast transportation system over 
which he so well presided, and to which he gave fresh life, has just 
paid him well earned tribute in those moments of organized, concerted 
silence stretching across this continent—the awed hush of reverent 
res|>ect and tender sympathy from even' section of the railway semce 
and from even rank and class in the community at large. It was a
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moving incident, hut only a slight indication of the esteem in which 
he was held everywhere, and of the loss which the railways and the 
people have sustained.

“Mr. Hays came to Montreal in 1890, shortly after I came here, 
and since then it has Ifeen my privilege to know him well, and to meet 
him frc(|uently in university and other affairs. Only a short time 
before Mr. Hays left for Europe 1 had a walk with him, when he 
talked to me of his plans for the future, and discussed university and 
other educational matters, with the grave and serious hope for future 
advancement which marked his thought. Little then did either of 
us think it |M>ssihle that so terrible a disaster should cut short his vig
orous and useful career. He was a real leader of men, a true captain 
of industry, carrying a huge burden of work and responsibility on his 
shoulders, and always carrying it as a strong Christian man should. 
We shall go forth from this solemn sendee to our customary duties, 
graver and sadder men. It may he that we shall not have the melan
choly duty of following to the grave the remains of this man whose 
work interlinked a vast continent. He has found his grave in the 
ocean, and it may be literally said of him that the whole world is 
his tomb. Certainly his memory will not soon die; for long will the 
memory live of his impressive memorial, of his sad fate and the sorrow 
of his stricken family. And when the far-reaching plans for which 
he stood sponsor arc realized we shall often go back in thought to 
what this city, this dominion and the empire at large owes to the 
ability, the integrity ami dauntless energy of Charles Melville Hays.”

One of the glowing and well deserved tributes paid to the memory' 
of Charles Melville Hays was s|M>ken by Rev. T. S. McWilliams, 
I). I)., of Cleveland, Ohio, who said: “The man whose loss we mourn 
today, and whose memory we would honor was not merely a national, 
he was an international figure. The great enterprise of which he was 
at the head, and, to an unusual degree the guiding and animating spirit, 
was not merely a national, hut an international railway. It seems 
fitting therefore that one from the United States should have a small 
part in this memorial sendee. The humble tribute which I bring is 
not merely that of a former pastor—as such I was privileged to say 
a few words on Sunday last. Nor is my tribute that of a personal 
friend—as such my place would not be here in the pulpit, but in posi
tion with the mourners, amongst those who most deeply and genuinely 
feel a sense of personal loss. Mine is the privilege today of bringing 
a neighboring nation's tribute, if you will; of assuring you that many 
of the American people share with yrou the sorrow and sense of loss 
which you feel so keenly. In the United States the late Charles M.
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Hays was born, and there he spent the larger part of his life. Of our 
country he remained a citizen to the last. Vet there were few men 
more genuinely devoted to the interests of Canada or more intelli
gently attached to British institutions than he. Few, if any, in 
Canada saw with clearer vision the great possibilities of the future 
of your country and believed more intensely in the great destinies of

“To speak of Mr. Hfys’ preeminent ability as a railway man is 
scarcely necessary. We have only to look around to see the monu
ments to his genius. There are two immense office buildings that orna
ment your city; there is that wonderful steel bridge over Niagara's 
gorge and the great station at Ottawa. There is the rejuvenated and 
vastly extended Grand Trunk Railway. And, perhaps greatest of all, 
there is the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, destined at no distant date 
to span this continent, making accessible natural resources of incal
culable value, and bringing into practical part of the national progress 
vast regions at present inaccessible to the agriculturist. These are 
great enterprises which have attracted the admiring attention of the 
world and stimulated rival systems to greater activity, while bringing 
millions in money to your land, and, what means much more to you, 
an unprecedented tide of immigration. It is hut just to say that 
such enterprises as these have been no small factor in the building up 
of that great progress and prosperity which characterizes Canada 
at the present time.

“The credit of such achievements is, of course, to be shared with 
Mr. Hays* earnest colaborert—and he would have been the first to 
give them such credit—but to Mr. Hays is certainly due the credit 
of the initiative. For a man at the early age of thirty-eight years 
to rise from the bottom of the ladder to the presidency of such a rail
way system as the Wabash, and later to lie selected as president of the 
Grand Trunk, charged with its rehabilitation, and to so conduct its 
affairs that after only five years its securities had enhanced in value 
by eightv-six millions of dollars; to lie called to the presidency of the 
Southern Pacific, and then called liack again to the (Irand Tnink 
to consummate yet vaster plans—these are proofs positive and suffi
cient of his preeminent railway genius. The tribute of silence in 
which we a few minutes ago reverently joined—a silence in which 
we were joined by that great army of employes from ocean to ocean 
—was not the silence of obedience to an enforced order. It was the 
genuine heart-felt tribute of men of all ranks to a leader whom they 
had loved and lost.
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“The contagion of his example spread through every part of that 
great system. Ilimself a hard and rapid worker his own example 
was a sufficient incentive to do away with indolence and incompetence. 
His presence anywhere on the system encouraged and thrilled to bet
ter work not by fear of the tyrant’s command to go, but they thrilled 
at the leader’s call to come.

“Mr. Hays was first, last and all the time a great railway man. 
But it would be unjust to speak merely of that. He possessed other 
qualities that impressed me even more than that. He was through
out his life a man of lofty and unbending principle. 1 personally 
know that his early ending of his connection with a great railway 
system, sacrificing a position to which was attached great honor and 
an immense salary, and his going out of that office, not knowing 
whither he went, was a wonderful example of the triumph of prin
ciple over what appeared to lx* personal interests. It stands as a 
proof of Mr. Hays’ unwillingness to be the tool of a designing genius 
no matter what that might seem to offer him in the way of personal 
remuneration. And in the great positions he held it was his constant 
endeavor to lx just to all. It was his endeavor by day and his prayer 
by night to always earn' an even balance between the employes of his 
company and those who had invested their living in it with even justice 
to both. Knowledge of this permeated the whole system and brought 
a realization amongst the men that the main endeavor of the leader 
was not to get out of the employes as much as possible and give them 
in return as little as possible, but that they were really working with, 
not for, their president, in the interests of all.

“And he was a public-spirited man in many other spheres. That 
he was a generous friend of education is proven in that he was a gov
ernor of McGill University; that he was a benefactor to suffering 
humanity is shown by the hospitals of which he was a governor. But 
far more than these public |>ositions were innumerable cases in which 
he proved himself a generous but unostentatious friend to the needy. 
And may I for a moment draw aside the sacred veil, and speak of his 
home life. As a father, husband, brother, comrade, to all in his 
household he was ever the genial, pure, high-minded Christian gentle
man—the idol of his home, as he deserved to lx. His religious influ
ence was unmistakable and caused him inevitably to work for the right. 
I am confident that his deep religious sense of duty was at the bottom 
of much that we admire in his career—he was utterly honest, not 
because he believed it to be the best business policy, but because he had 
faith in the right; he was filled with genial optimism, not from blind
ness to the facts, but because he knew them.
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“That such lives should he allowed to be interrupted by such dis
asters as that we now mourn is a problem which cannot be satisfactorily 
answered. It may be said that no man’s place is impossible to be 
filled. But Methodism has never found another John Wesley, and the 
Grand Trunk will look and wait for long before it finds another 
Charles Melville Hays.”
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BON. SAMUEL GALE, «ne of the ablest members of 

the legal profession in his day, and a very prominent 
citizen of Montreal, died in that city on Saturday, 

J April 15, 1865. He was the son of a Mr. Gale who, 
k°rn in Hampshire, England, came to America in 
1770 as assistant paymaster to the forces. He mar

ried there a Miss Wells, of Brattlchoro, and soon after left the armv, 
and took up his residence in the colony of New York. During the 
Revolution he stood firmly by the old flag under which he had served, 
and was for some time imprisoned as a loyalist. After the Revolu
tion, he came to reside in Canada, upon an estate granted to his wife's 
father by the Crown, as indemnification for the losses brought upon 
him as a loyalist in the Revolution. He was subsequently secretary 
to Governor Prescott, whom he accompanied to England, and there 
assisted to defend him from the attacks made upon his administra
tion. While there he wrote an essay on Public Credit, addressed and 
submitted to Pitt. The following is the inscription on his tombstone 
at Farnham, in ShefFord county :

“Here rests Samuel Gale, Esq., formerly acting deputy pay
master general of H. Majesty's forces in the Southern Provinces, 
now the V. S. of America: subsequently Secretary to H. E. the 
Governor-in-chief of H. M. dominions in N. A.; Author of Essays 
on Public Credit, and other work : born at Kimpton, Hants, England, 
October 14, 1748; died at Farnham, June 27, 1826.”

Samuel Gale of this review was born at St. Augustine, East 
Florida, in 1788. He was educated at Quebec, while his father was 
secretary, and came to study law at Montreal under Chief Justice 
Sewell, in 1802, having Chief Justice Rolland and Mr. Papineau as 
fellow students. Mr. Gale was admitted to the bar in 1808, and ere 
long secured a large practice. In 1815 he was appointed a magis
trate in the Indian territories, and accompanied Lord Selkirk when 
he went to the northwest. Later, when Lord Dalhousie was attacked 
for his Canadian administration, Mr. Gale went home as bearer of 
memorials from the English-speaking Lower Canadians in the town
ships and elsewhere, defending his lordship's conduct. In 1820, he 
became chairman of the quarter sessions, and in 1884 was raised to 
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the bench to replace Mr. Justice Uniacke, who preferred to resign 
the seat on the bench to which he had just been ap]K>inted rather than 
come back to Montreal during the cholera, then raging here. Judge 
Gale retired from the lunch in I84», forced into retirement by con
tinued ill health and the gradual coining on of the infirmities of 
old age.

He had married in 188» a Miss Hawley, of St. Armand West, by 
whom he had three daughters. Mrs. Gale died in September, 1840. 
Of the daughters the only one now living is Anna K., widow of T. 
Sterry Hunt, of Montreal, who is mentioned elsewhere in this work; 
while of the other two, Agnes Logan married Andrew Stuart of 
(Juelfcc, a son of Chief Justice Stuart and of a very prominent family 
in that city, and the third Ifecamc the Baroness von Friesen, who died 
December 10, 1875, in Berlin, Germany.

Boni of parents who had laith suffered for their loyal adherence 
to the British Crown during the American Revolution, and educated 
in their views Mr. Gale was, as long as he busied himself in politics, 
a stanch conservative and defender of British unity and British 
supremacy. He wrote a series of letters to the Montreal Herald (in 
those days the organ of the stoutest conservatism) over the signature 
of "Nerve" which produced a strong impression on the public mind 
at that time; and in es|M>using the cause of Ivord Dalhousie and 
upholding the old constitution (under the title constitutionalists taken 
by the conservatives of that day ) against the advocates of democracy 
or res|Hnisible government, he was but consistently pursuing the course 
on which he first set out. While upon the bench he maintained in an 
elaborate and very able judgment the right of the Crown to establish 
martial law here in 1887, refusing to theorize about what alwtract 
rights man had or ought to have, declaring simply and firmly w hat the 
law, as he read it, established the prerogative of the sovereign to he 
in a colony. Both as a lawyer and judge he won the res|>ect of his 
confreres alike by his ability and learning.

For many years previous to his death he was deeply interested in 
the freedom of the slave. He could not s|>eak with patience of any 
compromise with slavery and waxed indignant in denunciation of all 
who in any way aided, abetted, or even countenanced it. When the 
Anderson case was before the Upper Canada courts he was one of 
the most active among those who aroused agitation here. When the 
Prince of Wales visited this country he got up a congratulatory 
address from the colored people of Canada which, however, was not 
received, as the prince was desired by the Duke of Newcastle, not to 
recognize differences of race and creed wherever it could be helped.
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Judge Gale was a man of high principle and ever bore an 
unblemished moral character. Once in his early career at the bar he 
was forced by the then prevailing customs of society to tight a duel. 
Ilis antagonist was Sir James Stuart, who had quarreled with him 
in court and Mr. Gale was severely wounded. It was an event which, 
we believe, he profoundly regretted, and gladly saw the better day 
dawn when men ran no risk of forfeiting their position as gentlemen 
by refusing to shoot, or be shot at, in order to redress real or fancied 
insults. He was a scrupulously just man, most methodical and punc
tual in business matters. There were in his writings great care, and 
precision and clearness of language. In his letters, too, and even in 
signing his name, the same trait was observable. He often used to 
condemn the stupid custom of men who signed their names with a 
flourish, yet so illegibly that no one could read, but only guess at, the 
word intended. He was not ostentatious of his charities, yet they 
were not lacking. Some years before his demise he made a gift of land 
to Bishop's College, Lennoxville, and during the last months of his 
life, when age and illness were day by day wearing him out, he found 
relief for his own distress in aiding to relieve that of the needy and 
afflicted.

With him passed away one more of those men, who link the creative 
past, in which were laid the foundations of our civilization, with the 
bustling present and of whom the generation of today knows naught ; 
of men more proud and precise in their manners than we are ; and of 
such rectitude and sense of honor, that we feel deeply the loss of the 
influence of their example. A loyal subject, a learned and upright 
judge, a kind, true, steadfast friend, was lost to the community in 
Judge Gale.
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j)SAlK PKEFONTAINE, no less highly esteemed for 
his business capacity and enterprise than for his 
public-spirited citizenship, has contributed along vari
ous lines to the welfare and progress of the city in 
which he makes his home. A native of Beloeil, he was 
horn in 1801 and in the pursuit of his education 

attended Montreal College, from which he was graduated with honors. 
From the outset of his career he has made his labors count as factors 
in general progress and improvement. He has been a close student of 
conditions and problems of the time and along practical lines has 
worked for betterment.

He has taken a warm interest in the commercial development 
of the city and has liven prominently identified with various Imdies 
working toward that end. lie was president of the Chamber of Com
merce of Montreal for the year 1908-9 and for six years was president 
of the School of High Commercial Studies. In 1909 he became presi
dent of the Federation of Chambers of Commerce for the province of 
Quebec and was continued in that high and important office for three 
years. I Ic has also been a member of the Hoard of Trade and has been 
a cordial eooperator in the movement for providing facilities for 
specialized instructions and training of those engaged in manufac
turing and other industrial pursuits.

His wide research and investigation enable him to speak with 
authority upon many questions bearing upon the business condition 
of the city and its possibilities for progress along industrial and com
mercial lines. He is an idealist, whose methods are practical, and is 
a man of action rather than of theory.

In 1888 he married Miss Eliza Pigeon, a daughter of Olivier 
Pigeon, of Vercheres, Quebec. He belongs to both the Club St. 
Denis and the Canadian Club and in the city has a wide and favor
able acquaintance. The Montreal Herald has termed him “a man of 
capacity and high character.”
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HIE history' of Canada's great industrial and commer
cial growth during the past thirty or forty years is 
hut the history of such men as Robert Meighen one 
of the foremost business men of his generation, 
whose intense and intelligently directed activity con
stituted a potent force in the material development 

anil progress of not only the city and province of his adoption but 
various other sections of the Dominion as well. His birth occurred 
at Dungiven, near Londonderry, Ireland, April 18, 1888, his parents 
king Robert anil Mary (McLeghan) Meighen, whose family num- 
kred five children. The family history shows a long line of Irish 
ancestors.

Rokrt Meighen was educated at Perth, Ontario, for following 
the father’s death the mother brought her family to the new world, 
settling at Perth, where her sons were educated and established them
selves in business as retail and wholesale merchants. The firm of A. 
Meighen & Rrothers has for many years been one of the most exten
sive mercantile firms doing business in the old Bathurst district. 
Roliert Meighen carried on business in partnership with his brother 
at Perth, Ontario, until 1879, when he removed to Montreal and 
entered into business relations with his brother-in-law, Sir George 
Stephen, later Lord Mount Stephen, whom he succeeded as president 
of the New Brunswick Railway, which now forms part of the Cana
dian Pacific Railway system. Successful from the outset of his 
business career, Mr. Meighen continually extended his effort into other 
fields. He became one of the founders of the Lake of the Woods 
Milling Company, establishing anil operating mills and elevators at 
Keewatin and Portage la Prairie, which are among the largest and 
kst equipped in the world. Shortly after the organization of this 
company Rokrt Meighen became its president, which position he 
retained till the time of his death, directing its policy and formulating 
tk plans upon which the mammoth business was constructed. This 
represented, however, but one phase of his activity. He carried his 
efforts into many fields, none of them failing to profit by his co
operation.

"The Gazette,” at the time of Mr. Meighen’s death, said in part: 
"Mr. Meigkn was a self-made man and was proud to designate 
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himself as such. From the day he entered business pursuits at Perth, 
many year ago, down to the time he lieeame a director of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, an institution he had championed from its inception, 
in commerce, in finance and in imperial politics, Robert Meighen was 
never at home except on the firing line. Although the fact is only 
perhaps known to the newspaper fraternity and to some of the leaders 
of tariff reform in England, he advocated closer relations between the 
mother country and the outlying dependencies of the empire even 
before Mr. Vhaml>erlain took the platform in England as the cham
pion of such a policy.

“Mr. Meighen was known in eastern Ontario as a clever business 
man, a follower of Sir John A. Macdonald, and as a man who had 
ideas and could fearlessly express them on the stump and at the fire
side, many years before he came to Montreal. It was ere his removal 
to this city that he had secured, most successfully, the right of way for 
the Ontario & (jueliec Railway, now the Montreal & Toronto section 
of the Canadian Pacific, and later on he w as entrusted with the promo
tion of a hill which was of the utmost importance to that railway. 
Mr. Meighen was not a member of parliament, but he stated his case 
to the members outside and in the lobbies of the house with such force
fulness, such clarity of view and in so straightforward a manner that 
few could withstand his cogent arguments. It was a tribute to his 
power that Sir Richard Cartwright's denunciation of him was cpiite 
as vehement as the tlmnderliolts which the chief antagonist of the 
great railway project used to launch against Sir John Macdonald, 
Sir Charles Tup per and the other parliamentary giants of the day.

“Mr. Meighen believed not only in the Canadian Pacific project 
itself, hut also in the ultimate value of the great tracts of land 
lying for a thousand miles along to the north of where the line was 
living run away up to the Saskatchewan, and, if lie died a rich man, it 
was due to abiding faith in the future of Canada's western domain and 
in the ultimate development of the Dominion as a whole. It was in 
reply to a jocular observation from Mr. Choate, the then American 
ambassador at the court of St. James, who had asked Mr. Meighen 
when Canada was going to throw in her lot with the United States, 
that the Montreal imperialist declared that it was customary for 
the larger unit to absorb the smaller, and no doubt at her pleasure 
Canada would follow the established precedent.

“A good many shrewd Montreal merchants smiled when Mr. 
Meighen came from a small Ontario town to this city as the promoter 
of a great industry, but many months had not passed before they dis
covered that both in commerce and finance a rival worthy of their
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keenest steel had taken his place amongst them and ever after, when 
any important subject was up for discussion on the floors of the 
Hoard of Trade, the opinions of the man from Perth, uttered with 
characteristic Irish eloquence and wit, invariably commanded respect 
ami attention. His fellow members did not always agree with him, 
hut they were always ready to admit that he was sincere and that he 
>|Hike the truth as he felt it.

‘‘Returning from England some years ago, when everything spelt 
unrest in industrial Britain, Mr. Meighen gave an interview to The 
Gazette which has |K-rhaps t>ecn quoted more frequently by jMiliticians 
on Itotli continents, as well as by Canadian public men of all parties, 
than any other of his utterances. Mr. Meighen, who was always a 
great reader, declared that England at that time could only he com
pared to Athens when Diogenes, the («reek philosopher, went out with 
his lantern looking, as lie said, for a man. He said, however, in the 
course of that interview, that the man would he found, and sure enough 
it was not lung before Joseph Chamiferlain was entering upon his 
whirlwind campaign in favor of im|>crial preference and the absolute 
unity of the British empire. Mr. Meighen was denounced more than 
once at the .Montreal Board of Trade, hut a good many of the men 
who came to scoff remained to pray, to use Mr. Meighen's own graphic 
language. Three years ago, when a resolution was to lie introduced 
before the Montreal Board of Trade on the policy of imperial pref
erential trade. Mr. Meighen was |>articularly anxious that it should 
Ik* fathered by a leader in commerce and finance. He prepared the 
resolution, called upon the late Sir George Drummond, president of 
the Bank of Montreal and universally admitted to lie the first 
authority on matters of trade and finance m the Dominion, asking 
him to move it. Sir George Drummond's answer was characteristic 
of the man. ‘Mr. Meighen,’ he replied, ‘this resolution meets my 
views exactly, but the honour of moving it belongs to you and you alone 
and 1 will take a second place. You will move the resolution and I 
will k- only too happy to second it.’ Mr. Meighen delivered a 
masterly address on that occasion and the resolution was carried.

“His greatest energy was centered in the development of the com
pany over w hich he presided up to the hour of his death, yet he stated 
not very long ago that he was shaping things in such a manner as 
would permit younger men to assume the responsibilities of manage
ment ami that after the million-dollar bond issue had lieen retired 
he would then feel that he could take a rest.

“The late president of the I^ake of the Woods Company was from 
the outset an uncompromising opponent of the Washington reciprocity
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pact and he did not hesitate to state on every offered occasion that 
the ratification of such a treaty would lie a severe blow aimed at the 
unity of the empire, and a decided mistake in the widest interests.

“He was the confidential f riend and associate in various business 
enterprises of both Lord Mount Stephen and Lord Strathcona. 
These eminent men had implicit confidence in Mr. Meighen’s busi
ness judgment, and as a matter of fact many other men high up in 
imperial statecraft came to him for advice on lioth Canadian and 
British trade mutters. Indeed, some of the l>est speeches delivered on 
the unionist side during the last two British elections drew their 
information from, and were in part, inspired by the ideas of this fore
most, perhaps, of Canadan tariff reformers."

The same paper said editorially: “A worthy and widely respected 
citizen was lost to Montreal by the death yesterday morning of Mr. 
Robert Meighen. In business he won marked success. He helped in 
no small way to show the great possibilities of the milling trade of 
Canada and so profited the country as well as himself and his asso
ciates. He judiciously employed the wealth that came to him and 
greatly increased his store. The largest business enterprises sought 
his counsel on their directorates and profited by his connection with 
then.. He was a man of ideas in matters outside of commerce, and 
held and advocated views about the country and the empire with vigor 
and courage and the broadest loyalty. In private life his sincerity, 
earnestness and kindliness caused all men to give him their regard. 
In his capacity as merchant, citizen and man he rose to high stature; 
and at a ripe old age closed a worthy career, leaving a memory that is 
a help to what is good and creditable in business life."

Among his business connections, not already mentioned. Mr. 
Meighen was managing director of the Cornwall Manufacturing Com
pany. a director of the Canada Northwest Land Company, the Bank 
of Toronto, the Dominion Transportation Company, the St. John 
Bridge At Railway Company, the Montreal Street Railway and the 
New Brunswick Land Company. His activities likewise extended 
to other fields having to do with many subjects of vital interest to 
city and country. He was a director of the Montreal Parks anti Play
ground Association and was president of the New Brunswick Fish 
and (tame Club. He was likewise vice president of the King Kdward 
Memorial Committee of Montreal, was chairman of the Canadian 
board of the Phoenix Assurance Company and was a governor of the 
Royal Victoria, the Western and Maternity Hospitals of Montreal. 
The Montreal Standard named him as one of the twenty-three men 
at the basis of Canadian finance, and it was a recognized fact that
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few men were more familiar with the problems of finance or did more 
to establish a safe monetary system. Mr. Meighen belonged to 
various prominent soeial organizations, including the St. James Club, 
the Mount Royal Club, the Canada Club and the Montreal Club.

lie was a Presbyterian, a member of St. Paul's church and chair
man of its board of tmstees. All his life Mr. Meighen was a firm 
believer in the eopartnership of capital and labor and in the coexist
ing duties, on a fair basis, of one to the other. He realized and 
carried out the idea of their inter-dependency. When labor had con
tributed to the success of capital he never allowed it go without recog
nition and its just reward, with the result of absolute confidence on the 
part of his employes in his fairness and regard for their interests, and 
a u illingness to give, in turn, their loyal and honest support to capital. 
A!Hive all Mr. Meighen had keen human sympathies. He delighted 
in the energetic young man cutting out his road to success, but this 
did not prevent him from having patience and sympathy with those 
who. perhaps through lack of natural gifts or unfortunate circum
stances, found life an uphill pull. In astonishing numbers both kinds 
of men seemed to bring their success ami their failures to him, and to 
Ixith, provided they showed honesty of purpose, he would give his 
time, his advice and his help in the open-hearted way characteristic 
id’ a man who had not a single ungenerous impulse in his nature.

At the time of his death when the press throughout Canada was 
giving appreciations of his ability and of his success, one of his inti
mate friends remarked, “They have omitted the biggest thing about 
him—his heart '—and so it was. When these two, great heart and 
much ability, go hand in hand and work together, one vitalizing, as 
it were, the conceptions of the other, a potent force is felt to lie abroad. 
Well is it for our Canadian business world to have had such a force 
in its midst as the late Robert Meighen truly was. He died when 
still, one might say, at the height of his activities and with a heavy 
burden of work upon him, but to work was his pleasure. His loss 
xvas deeply deplored by all who knew him and he left behind him a 
record of a man who in all things w as the soul of honor and an example 
to those who come after—“Follow on.”

Mr. Meighen left a widow, Elsie Stephen, daughter of the late 
William Stephen, formerly of Dufftown, Scotland, and three chil
dren, Lieutenant Colonel F. S. Meighen, who has succeded his father 
as president of the take of the Woods Milling Company. Mrs. R. 
Wilson Reford and Mrs. R. (). Harley.









louis Josrpt) artijur Âurbtptr
OUÏS JOSEPH ARTHUR SURVEY'ER, one of

LiVX the best known business men of Montreal, his ability 
Sj ami enterprise finding exemplification in his substan- 
l9) tial success, was bom May 16, 1841, in the town of 

lleauharnois, in the province of Quebec. His father 
was l)r. Joseph Surveyer, a well known physician of 

lteauharnois and surrounding parishes, and his mother bore tbe maiden 
name of Eugenie Dudos Deeelles.

L. J. A. Surveyer was educated at St. Laurent College and 
entered u|mui his business career as a clerk in a general store in St. 
Johns, P. Q. After eighteen months he came to Montreal and entered 
the retail hardware store of Messrs. Eerrier Ac Company on Notre 
Dame street. After nine months' service in the employ of that firm 
they sold their business and Mr. Surveyer entered the employ of Mr. 
Thomas Davidson in his retail store, continuing in that employ for 
seven years. He was amlfitious to engage in business on his own 
account and so wisely used his time and talent that he was now able 
witli a capital of six hundred dollars to open a store of his own. His 
venture proved successful from the beginning anil has l»een developed 
and built up to its present extensive pro|M>rtions so that Mr. Surveyer 
is now ranked with the leading business men of the city.

In 1868 Mr. Surveyer married Miss Amelie Pelletier, who died 
thirteen months later. In 1878 he married Miss M. A. Hectorine 
Fabre, a daughter of the late E. R. Fabre, and tile youngest sister of 
the late Archbishop Fabre. Of this union there were Imm eight chil
dren. seven of whom are living, as follows: Edward Fabre, a lawyer 
in Montreal, of whom there is further mention in this work: Eugenie, 
now Mrs. X. K. Lafianime of Montreal; Arthur, of Surveyer Ac 
Frigon, consulting engineers; Paul, a lawyer in Montreal; Gustave, 
of Montreal; Marie; and Therese, now Mrs. Jules Faumier of Mon
treal. Mr. Surveyer is a member of the Canadian Club and of the 
Alliance Nationale. There is found in his life history the strong 
proof of the fact that the road to opportunity is open to ambition and 
energy, and that it leads to the goal of success.
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1

FOREMOST among the younger generation of busi
ness men in Montreal and one who had attained a 
high standing in the financial circles of the city, was 
Thornton Davidson, whose untimely death in the sink
ing of the steamship Titanic, April 15, 1912, ended 
a career that had not only been successful, but gave 

great promise for the future.
Thornton Davidson was a native of Montreal, and was born on 

the 17th of May, 1880. His father was the Hon. C. Peers Davidson, 
D. C. L., a distinguished jurist, and his mother Alice Mattice, second 
daughter of William Mattice of Cornwall, Ontario. Reared in 
Montreal, Thornton Davidson attended the city schools, graduating 
from high school. Throughout his active business career he was con
nected with financial interests, later becoming manager of the 
Montreal branch of the New York house of Charles Head & Company.

In 1908 he established the firm of Thornton Davidson & Company 
which soon took a prominent position among the leading brokerage 
and investment security houses in the city. In 1909 Mr. Davidson 
became a member of the Montreal Stock Exchange. His thorough 
capability and great energy were factors in the success of the busi
ness which he established and of which he remained the head until his 
death. His personal popularity made him a valued member of the 
club life of the city, where he held membership in the St. James, 
Racquet, Montreal Hunt, Montreal Jockey, Montreal Polo, Royal 
St. Lawrence Yacht, Manitou and Canada Clubs, and also in 
Montreal Amateur Athletic Association.

On November 8, 1906, in Montreal, Mr. Davidson was married 
to Miss Orian Hays, daughter of Charles Melville Hays. Return
ing from Europe in company with his wife and the latter's parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Hays, on the ill-fated Titanic, Mr. David
son was among those brave men who on April 15, 1912, gave prec
edence to women and children and went down with the ship. Such 
an act is just what his friends would have expected of Thornton 
Davidson in such an emergency. His associates knew him as a capa
ble business man and a most genial companion, but they recognized 
in him also the strength of character which manifests itself in the 
highest type of manhood when a crisis arises.
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FINANCIAL circles in Montreal we have to men
tion Mr. Georges Gonthier as one of the most fami
liar figures. A member of the well known firm of 
St. Cyr, Gonthier Ac Frigon and a public accountant 
of some standing and repute, he has nevertheless 
found time to promote many measures of great com

mercial and public utility, and to prepare the way for the foundation 
of one of our most important institutions (L'Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes Commerciales).

Mr. Gonthier was bom in Montreal in November, 1809. After a 
period of arduous study and preparation he entered upon his busi
ness activities in 1890, and since that time has advanced steadily in his 
profession winning the good-will and esteem of everyone, so that we 
now see him occupying such positions of trust and public confidence 
as that of treasurer and director of the Chamber of Commerce and 
president of the Institute of Accountants and Auditors of the Prov
ince of Quebec. In fact, it was Mr. Gonthier himself who was 
chiefly instrumental in bringing about the establishment of the last 
mentioned institute, and he played no small part in its subsequent 
organization, for which his wide business experience and knowledge 
coupled with what we might term an unrivalled commercial sagacity, 
especially fitted him.

He was moreover one of the founders with the late Mr. Poindron 
of the Canado- French Trade Development Committee, since merged 
into the Comité France-Amérique under the presidency in Canada 
of the Hon. Kaoul Dandurand.

Nor are Mr. Gonthier's activities limited to the field of practical 
achievement. He has entered the lists as a public lecturer on finan
cial and accounting subjects where he has won for himself consider
able renown. In particular his essay on “Ronds as an Investment" 
lias been highly praised and was even published in the financial jour
nals at Paris. It is not surprising therefore that he has considerable 
influence in Rclgium and in France.

It would be su]>erfluous to add anything further to demonstrate 
the sterling qualities and well deserved reputation of Mr. Gonthier.
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It may, however, be interesting to accountants and auditors in gen
eral to know that it was mainly through his efforts that the law was 
passed to render compulsory the keeping of proper accounts to all 
who engage in business.

1
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louis il. Dupuis

jOUlS N. DUPUIS is one of Montreal's well known

Lrjjj. business men and citizens, whose connection with 
SS varied and important commercial enterprises in that 
BKI city, has gained for him success and high standing as 

well as an enviable position in business and financial 
circles. He was born at St. Jacques l'Achigan, Mont

calm county, October 17, 1855, a son of Joseph Dupuis and Euphrasie 
Richard. He attended Archamhault’s Catholic Commercial Academy 
now called Plateau school and entered upon his business career as 
junior clerk in the employ of his late brother, J. Naz. Dupuis, in 
1808. While at this time, Mr. Dupuis was but a lad, yet he applied 
himself closely and learned the business rapidly.

He was one of the founders in 1870 of Dupuis Freres, Limited, 
one of the liest known mercantile houses in Montreal, and during the 
first ten years of this firm's existence he took an important part in 
the management of its affairs and was no small factor in its success.

On the 1st of January, 1880, Louis N. Dupuis retired from the 
"firm, since which time he has given his attention to various commer
cial enterprises, his sound judgment constituting an active and effec
tive force in capable management.

Mr. Dupuis has been for a number of years extensively identified 
with real estate interests in Montreal, and in this connection has 
taken a prominent part in the city’s development. He is president of 
the Kastmount Land Company, also president of La Compagnie 
(leneral d'immeubles, Limitée, and president of the Merchants and 
Employers Guarantee and Accident Company. In these companies 
as well as in others with which he has been identified, his sound busi
ness judgment and foresight have been substantial contributions to 
their success.

On the 25th of April, 1881, Mr. Dupuis was married at L’Assomp
tion to Miss Marie Melanie Panet Levesque, the second daughter of 
Pierre Thomas Panet Levesque, a land surveyor. Mr. Panet 
Levesque was seigneur of d’Ailleboust and Ramsey, which two seig
neuries are situated in the county of Joliette, P. Q. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dupuis have ten children, living: Anne Marie; Amelie; Pauline 
and Celine; Pierre Louis, a well known young advocate of Montreal 
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who was married on the 13th of January, 1918, to Miss Carmel 
Girouard, daughter of Joseph Girouard, ex-member of parliament of 
St. Benoit, Two Mountains; Rosaire, one of the rising young notaries 
of Montreal, and of whom further mention is made elsewhere in this 
work; Francois; Camille; Roger; and Jean.

Mr. Dupuis holds to the political faith of the conservative party 
and to the religious faith of the Roman Catholic church. He is a 
Knight of Columbus of Conseil Lafontaine and belongs to the Chap- 
lean Kish and Game Club and the Canadian Club. Thoroughly 
progressive in his ideas, he has kept well informed both by reading and 
travel. As long ago as 1874, Mr. Dupuis visited Fort Garry, now 
the city of Winnipeg, when the journey required fourteen days from 
Montreal, and too, when the Red River country was considered the 
“Far West.” lie has since then visited the Pacific coast no less than 
five times, as well as various sections of the United States. He is 
equally familiar with England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, as well 
as continental Europe, as it was formerly his custom to make semi
annual trips to Europe in connection with his business affairs. He 
enjoys the outdoor life, esjiecially the sports of the forest. His 
public service has been well performed. At the end of 1909 he was 
selected hv the citizens committee to form part of the new administra
tion of the city as commissioner and was elected by the city at large 
in the election held on the 2d of February, 1910.
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N K of the best known men in the grain trade in Canada 

and one whose untimely death cut short a business 
career that had lteen highly successful and was full 
of greater possibilities for the future was Robert 
Dennison Martin, who was l>orn at Selby, Ontario, 
October 18, 18.54, a son of William and Elizabeth 

(Thompson) Martin. The father was a fanner and the Itoyhood 
of Robert Dennison Martin was spent in the manner of a farmer's 
son of that locality and period. Ilis education, acquired at the place 
of liis nativity, was somewhat limited. He remained in the district 
in which he was horn until after attaining his majority. Hearing of 
the possibilities of the western country, he went to Manitoba and 
near Deloraine he secured a homestead which he developed and 
improved. As he managed to gather together a little capital, he 
turned his attention to merchandising, becoming a member of the 
hardware firm of Faulkner & Martin at Deloraine, an association 
which continued for a number of years after his removal to Montreal. 
It was at Deloraine that he first became connected with the grain 
business in which he was destined to win notable success. In the 
buying of grain he liecame associated with Alfred P. Stuart under 
the firm name of The R. D. Martin Company, a partnership that con
tinued until the death of Mr. Martin.

After a few years residence in Winnipeg Mr. Martin came to 
Montreal in 1890. and with the exception of a year spent in Napanee 
and a year in Kingston, Montreal was his place of residence through
out the remainder of his life. The business of The R. D. Martin 
Company enjoyed a steady and prosperous growth and to its develop
ment Mr. Martin devoted his entire attention and rare ability. Since 
his demise the business has been continued under the name of the 
liritish Empire Drain Company, Limited. Mr. Martin suffered from 
ill health for several years prior to his demise which occurred at his 
beautiful new home at No. 1 Murray avenue, Westmount, which was 
completed only a few weeks prior to his demise, w'hich occurred on the 
28th of June, 100.5.

It was on the 18th of May, 1804. at Winnipeg, that Mr. Martin 
was united in marriage to Miss Helen Moncrieff Morton, who was 
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born in Perth, Scotland, a daughter of Duncan and Jessie (Watson) 
Morton. The father died when Mrs. Martin was but two years of 
age and her mother survived until a few years ago. Mrs. Martin 
came to Canada in 181)2 and resided at Winnipeg previous to her 
marriage, a brother having preceded her to that place. She is one of 
five children bom to her parents, four of whom survive, as follows : 
Jessie, the wife of George Hanks of Perth, Scotland; Duncan, resid
ing in Winnipeg; Helen M., who is Mrs. R. D. Martin ; and Made
line, the wife of Andrew C. Craig of Winnipeg. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin were born five children: Charles Stuart, a student in McGill 
University; and Helen Klizatieth, Edith Laura, Jessie Watson and 
Robert Henry, all at home.

Mr. Martin was quiet and domestic in his tastes and habits. He 
held membership in only one club, the Canada Club, and did not enter 
actively into its affairs. He was very fond of his family and found 
his chief delight in the home circle, being a loving and kind husband 
and father. As a business man he was alert and energetic, ready 
for any emergency and he seemed to pass by no opportunity that 
(minted to honorable success. Contemporaries and colleagues had 
the highest respect for him and more than that, he gained the warm 
friendship and esteem of a large majority of his acquaintances. 
Although a later arrival in Montreal than many of his business asso
ciates, he gained prominence among them and attained an enviable 
position in the business world. He was a member of the Board of 
Trade and his opinions carried weight among its representatives and 
in other connections which had to do with the city’s welfare. He was 
truly Canadian in spirit and interests and his devotion to the public 
good was one of his notable traits of character.
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gON. LOUIS J. FORGET, whose name is written 

mi *ar^e on l,aKes of financial and industrial history
l__I of Montreal during the past forty years, left the
1181 impress of his great constructive force and energy 

upon mammoth projects which are figured as some 
of the Dominion’s leading enterprises. He was born 

March 11, 1838, at Terrebonne, P. Q., a district that has produced 
many eminent statesmen, writers, merchants and financiers. He was 
one of the nine sons of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Forget and was descended 
from a family that came to Canada from Normandy in 1000. Among 
those nine sons there were two priests, one of whom declined episcopal 
robes, a notary, two lawyers, two contractors, one farmer and he 
who was destined to become a power in the financial world, Louis 
Joseph Forget. His education was acquired at Masson College and 
his entrance into business circles was in connection with a dry-goods 
establishment. He had almost reached the determination of trying 
his fortune in the United States when he chanced upon a newspaper 
that contained an advertisement of office help being needed by Thomas 
Caverhill. Mr. Forget applied for the position the next morning 
and was accepted. From the beginning of his work with Mr. Caver
hill the young man displayed unusual aptness as well as great eager
ness to learn. He was not an ordinary boy. He took great interest 
in his work and often asked questions about other features of the 
business that did not come within his particular line of duties, but a 
knowledge thereof added to his capability and rendered him fit for 
promotion and opportunity offered later. It is only natural that 
a young man of this character should attract the attention of his 
employer. Mr. Caverhill took great interest in him and was instru
mental in causing Mr. Forget to enter the brokerage business. The 
financial exploit during Jay Gould’s celebrated Black Friday in YYrall 
street reflected no little credit upon Mr. Forget, displaying in notable 
manner his insight and ability, and soon afterward he was nominated 
for membership in the Montreal Stock Exchange by his former 
employer. It is interesting in this connection to note that he was 
the first French-Canadian to be admitted to membership in that body 
and that before he had reached his majority, he purchased his seat
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therein at a cost of nine hundred dollars. He began business as a 
stock broker in Montreal in 1873, from which time until his death, 
thirty-eight years later, his prominence and success in the investment 
security business were not overshadowed by that of his contemporaries, 
lie founded the financial house of L. J. Forget & Company, one of 
the foremost in its line in Montreal and remained its head during 
his lifetime. The Paris hraneh of L. J. Forget & Company at 7 
Hue Auber, was the first to Ik? established in continental Europe by 
a Canadian financial house and readily secured a clientele that mate
rially broadened the operations of the firm.

Senator Forget was elected president of the Montreal Stock 
Exchange in 1805 to succeed II. S. Macdougall and in May, 1896, 
was reelected. His business and financial connections had been con
stantly broadening and had long since included a prominent identifica
tion with the foremost financial and industrial projects of the time. 
In 1892 he became president of what was then the Montreal City 
Passenger Railway Company, now the Montreal Tramways Com
pany. He remained its directing head until 1911, in which connec
tion he accomplished what has meant much to Montreal. To no one 
man is the city indebted as largely for the upbuilding and development 
of its trans|Hirtation system as to Senator Forget. Under his regime 
the motive power was changed from horses to electricity and the 
market value of the company's stock advanced from around one hun
dred dollars to three hundred and thirty-seven dollars and a half 
per share.

In 189.) Senator Forget became president of the Richelieu & 
Ontario Navigation Company. At that time the affairs of the com
pany were far from being on a dividend paying basis and the reha
bilitation of its interests was but another illustration of Senator 
Forget’s constructive genius. He resigned his position as head of the 
company in 1905, but in the meantime the stock was paying a six 
per cent dividend and the affairs of the company generally were in a 
better condition than ever liefore.

One of the great achievements of Senator Forget was in carry
ing through the merger of the Montreal Light, Heat & Power Com
pany and in doing so he accomplished what many predicted to be 
utterly impossible, saying that nothing but failure and financial dis
aster could result. This was in 1900 liefore the days when big busi
ness interests were merged into mammoth enterpries and the amount 
involved, seventeen million dollars, seemed to stagger even the most 
progressive element in financial circles. Like all of his undertak
ings, Mr. Forget had not entered into this without due consideration
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ami lie had implicit confidence in its success. It is doubtful if any 
but he could have swung that deal and how well he succeeded is best 
indicated in the value of the securities of the company in investment 
circles.

lie was a prominent figuie in the notable contest which took 
place between the Dominion Coal Company and the Dominion Iron 
& Steel Company. Originally a director and vice president of the 
eoal company he espoused the cause of the steel company in its fight 
over the coal supply and ultimately the matter was carried to the 
privy council and was there decided in favor of the steel company. 
Mr. Forget was elected vice president of the steel corporation when 
eventually the two companies were merged and he continued to take 
an active part in the administration of the affairs of the company to 
the time when his health lagan to fail. Evidence of his wonderful 
insight and sagacity in business matters is shown in the fact that when 
the trouble first arose from which resulted the extended litigation 
la-tween the Dominion Iron & Steel Company and the Dominion Coal 
Company Senator Forget went over the point in contention in his 
characteristic deliberate manner and at once concluded that the claim 
of the steel corporation would la- sustained by the courts, notwith
standing the contrary opinion of some of the greatest legal authori
ties and business men of the day and time proved that his judgment 
was correct.

He was the first French-Canadian to la? elected to the directorate 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway and was a member of its board 
at the time of his death. Ilis greatest enthusiasm was aroused while 
viewing the untold resources of the west during the many times he 
accompanied Sir Thomas Shaughnessv and R. B. Angus on their 
annual tours of inspection. When the life work of Senator Forget 
was ended the Montreal Daily Star said in part: “By the death 
of Senator Forget a man of affairs has been lost to Canada. A man 
of w ide vision who saw far into the future and who modeled his career 
accordingly. A glance through the financial district at the half- 
masted flags at once conveys an idea of the number and the promi
nence of the institutions that Senator Forget had been interested in. 
Senator Forget stood out in Canadian finance, hut more than that, 
he was a true Canadian citizen and had done his share towards the 
public weal, forgetting not his duty towards the state in the midst of 
tremendous private enterprises. He was a man of sympathies. At 
all times courteous and approachable, he could thrust aside great 
business matters to attend to the small wants of individuals, nor was 
he ever found wanting or indifferent when charity offered a plea.
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"In finance Senator Forget was a true leader. He was one of the 
first men to loom large in high finance in Canada. He realized many 
possibilities which other men have realized too—but he followed that 
by action. He had the courage to follow his convictions and many 
solid institutions which today enjoy in themselves prosperity and 
largely aid in the advancement of the Dominion, owe to him debts 
which can never lie repaid to the individual, though they will be to 
the people of the country. His financial ability brought him into 
prominence in connection with several of the largest corporations in 
the Dominion, prominent among which were the Montreal Street, the 
Richelieu & Ontario Navigation Company and the Montreal Light, 
Heat & Power Company, the Dominion Coal Company, and the 
Dominion Iron & Steel Company.

“Senator Forget was one of the colossal figures about whom have 
surged the tides and currents of Canadian finance. The news of his 
death this morning was as much of a shock as a surprise, both to 
those with whom he had been so long associated in connection with 
the organization and the management of the great financial and indus
trial enterprises of the Dominion and to the thousands of others to 
whom his name had come to be the shibboleth of success.

“But if Senator Forget represented one thing more than success 
it was absolute unswerving fidelity to his word. In all the heat and 
confusion of the stock market amidst the treacheries which sometimes 
attend on high financing and the deception and duplicity which beset 
the path of the successful man everywhere, there was never a ques
tion of his own unfaltering veracity. Senator Forget was wisely 
charitable, an intelligent patron of the arts, and a strong supporter 
of all movements which made for the better government of the city and 
the state. He will long be remembered for what he was as well as 
for what he did.”

Another Montreal paper said of him: “His rise to financial fame 
is wTitten on the business history of Montreal, and the story of his 
success in the financial world is the history of the development of the 
city. Although Senator Forget's estate will count up into the mil
lions, its accumulation was not effected by continuous plain sailing."

Obstacles and difficulties of grave import arose, but his financial 
capacity and strict integrity had won the confidence and trust of 
friends who rallied to his support, and although he saw the storm 
clouds gather, he was able to turn threatened disaster into brilliant 
achievement. His investments were most judiciously made and his 
judgment concerning important financial transactions seemed never 
at fault. Once his mind was made up as to the value of a security
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nothing could shake his confidence, and much of his success in life 
was due to his unerring judgment.

Slow to make a promise or express an opinion, Senator Forget 
never failed to fulfill a promise and when he gave his opinion it was 
the expression of his honest conviction and indicated a course which 
he would follow in u similar position. If he advised an investor it 
meant that he would not hesitate a moment in investing his own money 
in the same security. His unquestioned loyalty to his friends cox'ered 
his entire business career. His recommendation of a security to an 
investor meant that he would fully support that security and there 
were instances in his career when even his vast resources were taxed 
in such support. This was true in connection with the Montreal Stock 
Exchange in a security where large sums were invested on his recom
mendation. The implicit confidence that capital had in his judgment 
enabled him to finance and successfully carry out projects that prob
ably no other man of his time could have handled. His word was as 
good as his bond. His denial of a rumor killed it immediately just 
as an admission from him settled all doubt. He could see through a 
proposition readily and would decide important and extensive matters 
quickly. His decision was never hasty or ill advised but came as the 
result of the fact that he had mastered many grave business affairs 
and with readiness comprehended every phase of a situation that e.ime 
before him. He was a man of strong personality. His was never 
the command of the tyrant to go but exrer the call of the leader to 
come. He xvas never vacillating in his opinions of the best methods to 
lie folloxved or the manner in which a given work was to be done. He 
was a most considerate and appreciative man and was always ready to 
encourage one who was striving upward. He was not a talkative man, 
that is he talked but comparatively little, yet he talked to the point 
and with great earnestness and thinking men listened to him with 
attention. He never laughed aloud, but his smile was one full of 
humor, enjoyment and good nature. Judging his manner by first 
appearance might do him an injustice, for a habit of earnest thought 
had brought a deep furrow in the forehead that might be regarded as 
a frown. An acquaintance, however, always received the most polite 
attention from him and his unfailing courtesy of manner showed him 
to he a perfect gentleman in the highest and best sense of the term.

His interest in benevolent and charitable projects was wide and 
his support thereof most generous. He became a director of the Notre 
Dame Hospital and was a governor of both the General Hospital 
and the Western Hospital. He was a governor of the Art Associa
tion and life governor of the Numismatic & Antiquarian Society;
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also president of the board of governors of Laval University. His 
politieal career is an interesting one, for he was not always a sup
porter of the liberal-conservative party. Although a fellow towns
man of Sir Adolphe Cltapleau, the Senator had been allied with Sir 
Henri Gustave Joly de Lothiniere in that leader’s contest with Chap- 
lean, Angers and the rest of the conservative leaders of his time. In 
federal politics, however, Hon. Mr. Forget declined to follow the 
free trade policy of Mackenzie and Cartwright, which had l>een forced 
against his will upon Rodolphe Lallamme, and from the days of the 
national policy the Senator worked with the present conservative 
party. He was appointed to the upper house during the elections of 
189(1 and was the last conservative senator to enter that branch of the 
Canadian parliament. Senator Forget seldom addressed the senate, 
yet his advice in committee was of great value to his fellow members 
and it was here that the close friendship sprang up between Senator 
Forget and the ex-prime minister, Sir Mackenzie Rowell. The Sena
tor was a loyal follower of R. L. Borden as leader of the conservative 
party, both in parliament and in the country. He realized that it was 
a very difficult matter for any leader to find complete favor in the 
eyes of all the provinces, hut he was confident that Mr. Borden gave 
his services to the party and to the country in a patriotic manner and 
consequently deserved the support of a united party in both houses. 
The Montreal Gazette some years ago termed him “an astute and 
enterprising man of affairs.” He was more than that. He was a 
constructionist and Imildcd where others saw no opj>ortunity; he 
was a patriot without narrow partisanship; a Roman Catholic and 
stanch churchman without a particle of race prejudice, in evidence 
of which fact his closest friend in the senate of the Dominion was an 
ex-grand master of the Orange Grand Lodge of British North 
America—Sir Mackenzie Rowell. High honors had been accorded 
him. distinction and notable success had come to him. These things 
made him an eminent citizen, but, more than that, attractive social 
qualities and genuine personal worth had gained him the highest 
regard, confidence, good-will and friendship of his contemporaries and 
colleagues.

While Senator Forget was a member of a number of clubs, he 
manifested keenest interest perhaps in the Mount Royal Club, of 
which he was one of the founders. Among the other dubs to which 
he belonged were the St. James, of which he had l>een president ; the 
Royal St. Lawrence Yacht Club; the Forest and Stream; the Mon
treal Hunt; the Country Club of Ottawa and the Manhattan Club 
of New York.
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In May, 1870, Senator Forget married Miss Maria Raymond, 
a daughter of Gustav A. Raymond of Montreal. They were the 
parents of five children: Loulou, now Mrs. W. W. Skinner; Ray
mond, who died at the age of four years; Blanche, now Mrs. Guy 
Boyer; Marguerite; and Pauline. The two younger daughters ac
companied their parents abroad and the family was sojourning at* 
Nice when Senator Forget passed away, April 7, 1911.









Joijn Çratt
IGH on the list of Montreal’s worthy citizens who have 

passed from this life appears the name of John Pratt, 
who from 1889 until 1872 was one of the prosperous 
merchants of the city. He was bom at Berthier, en 
haut, on the 20th of July, 1812, and after a well spent 
life of sixty-four years passed away, July 22, 1876. 

He was survived for only a few weeks by his brother, Mr. C. F. 
Pratt, with whom he had commenced his business career and with 
whom he was almost continuously associated thereafter.

The father was a merchant at Berthier and in 1883 the sons, 
Charles F. and John, left the paternal home to establish a business 
house in Quebec under the firm name of C. F. Pratt & Company. 
Having succeeded almost beyond his expectations in that city, John 
Pratt opened a branch establishment at Three Rivers and, as in 
Quebec, won almost immediate prosperity in the conduct of the en
terprise. Soon the brothers found that their sphere of action was 
too limited and in 1889 they extended the scope of their interests by 
founding the well known leather house of John Pratt & Company 
in Montreal.

In 1852 the Quebec house was closed, the brothers concentrating 
their energies upon the conduct of the Montreal business, out of which 
they made colossal fortunes, that of Mr. John Pratt amounting to 
about a million dollars. The tanneries at Roxton Falls were started 
by the Pratts, who for many years stood at the head of the leather 
business. In 1869, however, they put aside industrial and commercial 
interests, but while Charles Pratt confined himself to private affairs, 
his brother, John Pratt, whose name introduces this review, unable 
with his active temperament to remain comparatively unemployed, 
engaged in the conduct of several joint stock companies, with which he 
had identified himself. At the time of his death he was president 
of the Richelieu & Ontario Navigation Company, over whose hoard he 
had presided since 1867. He was president of the Banque du Peuple, 
of the Rublier Company, and others; and was vice president of the 
Citizens Assurance Company, a position which he also occupied in 
connection with other joint stock concerns. He was on the board 
of directors of the Valleyfield Cotton Company, an enterprise which 
he had done much to promote. Indeed, it may lie said of Mr. Pratt 
that he was an undoubted authority on all business matters, being 
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sagacious, practical, enterprising and energetic. He seemed to recog
nize almost from the !>eginning the possibilities of any undertaking, 
and he never faltered until his purjiose was accomplished.

In 1868 Mr. Pratt was placed on the harbor hoard, but the suc
ceeding year the government of Sir John Macdonald removed him 
from office, doing exactly the same by Hon. John Yeung and Mr. 
Thomas Cramp. In 1874, however, he was placed upon the newly 
constituted hoard, of which he was an active, practical and influential 
member. 11 is natural modesty impelled him, upon sevi ral occasions, 
to decline nomination for parliament, to which, ther*.- is no doubt, 
had he so desired, he would have tieen elected. Politically he was a 
thorough reformer and even by those who differed from him, his 
opinions were looked upon with great respect. He was at all times a 
thorough gentleman, a faithful and considerate friend and a real 
philanthropist.

On the 3d of March, 1840, Mr. Pratt married Marie Mathilde 
Hoy, the widow of Charles Ovide Perrault, who was killed in the 
rebellion of 1837. Mrs. Pratt died July *2». 1807. The children born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Pratt were: Marie Mathilde, who was married in 
180*2 to Desire tiirouard; Charles Alfred, a practicing physician, who 
in 1800 married Alphonsine Leclair and resides at Longueuil; Eve
line Marie Louise, the wife of Joseph lïustave Laviolette, of Mon
treal; Virginia, who was married Septemlier 30, 1878, to Cïeorge 
II. Matthews; Aloysia. who was married June 17, 1878, to Percy 
Franklin Woodcock, the well known artist; Frederick Emile lieorge, 
who was married May 31, 1883, to Albina Thibault, the widow of his 
younger brother; and Louis Edouard Alliert, who married Albina 
Thibault and died August 11, 1880.

On the ‘27th of July, 1870, the body of John Pratt was taken 
from the family residence. No. 310 Lagauchetiere street to the church 
of St. .1 act]ues, St. Denis street, and thence to the family vault in 
the Homan Catholic cemetery. The attendance at the church was 
immense, comprising all the influential and representative citizens, 
both French and English, of Montreal. At the church the burial 
service was celebrated by Hev, A. L. Sentenne, curé of the parish, 
assisted by Hev. Father Fleck, superior of the Jesuits.

Perhaps no better indication of Mr. Pratt's high standing could 
lie given than by quoting a letter received by Mrs. John Pratt, 
reading:
“Dear Madam:

“We, the harbor commissioners of Montreal, take the liberty of 
intruding upon you to express our sympathy and condolence to you
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and your family in the irretrievable loss sustained by the death of your 
late husband, our friend and colleague in the harbor tnist. Our late 
friend rendered such efficient service in the management of this im
portant trust and was so fully in sympathy with ever}' movement for 
the good of his country and this city in which he lived, as to secure 
the esteem and confidence of every mendier of the commission. At 
such a time we are aware that nothing can be said to assuage the 
natural grief of yourself and family, still we hope, Dear Madam, it 
will prove consolatory to you and yours, that your husband, our 
friend, has filled up his season of life with so many good deeds and in 
so exemplary a manner, and that although he has now gone from 
among us, he will lie remembered by all who knew him. This we trust 
will he to you and your family a source of comfort and help you to 
bear with fortitude and resignation your present great affliction.

“Thomas Cramp, 
“Hugh McLennan, 
“Andrew Allan, 
“Charles H. Gould, 
“John Young,
“Adolphe Roy,
“P. Donovan.

“Harbor commissioners’ office, Montreal, July 28, 1876.”
The board of directors of the Richelieu & Ontario Navigation 

Company, at its meeting on Friday, the 28th of July, 1876, passed 
unanimously the following resolution:

“Resolved: That this hoard of directors have received with much 
regret intelligence of the death of the late president of the company, 
Mr. John Pratt, whose long and valuable services in its behalf secured 
for him the gratitude, not only of the directors, but of ever)' share
holder in the company. The directors desire to offer to his family 
the deep sympathy of even* member of the board in the loss they 
have sustained, and to assure them of the high esteem in which the 
late Mr. Pratt was universally held.

“Hugh Allan, president.
“J. N. Beaudry, secretary.
“Thomas Caverhill.
“Andrew Allan.
“William McNaughton.
“Adolphe Roy.
“D. Masson.
“M. H. Gault.
“Robert Anderson."



_____________________







ŒHilliam Mlatson Ogiltiie
^OREMOST among tliose men whose life's record 

seems an inseparable part of Canada's industrial 
and commercial growth during the period of their 
activities, is that of William Watson Ogilvie, whose 
identification with the milling business covered a 
period of nearly a half century. The position of Mr. 

Ogilvie in this important industry was unquestionably at the head. 
He did more to develop it than any other man before or since his 
time, and the great success he achieved was fully merited.

William W. Ogilvie was born at Cote St. Michel, Montreal, Feb
ruary 14, 1885, of Scotch ancestry, and belonged to the Banffshire 
family of that name. He received his education in Montreal schools, 
and in entering on a business career chose that which was his by in
heritance, the milling business.

His grandfather, Alexander, erected in 1801, a mill at Jacques 
Cartier, near Quebec, where was ground the first flour under British 
rule that was ever exported to Kurope. This old mill was really the 
foundation of the immense business that was built up by W. W. 
Ogilvie. In 1800 he entered into partnership with his brothers, Alex
ander and John, grain merchants and proprietors of a mill at Lachine 
Rapids. The growth of the business was soon responsible for the 
building of the Glenora Flour Mills on the Lachine canal. The busi
ness continued to grow, and the Ogilvies erected mills at Goderich 
and Seaforth, Ontario, and Winnipeg, Manitoba; and later, the Royal 
Mills at Montreal. The three brothers operated together until 1874, 
when the elder brother retired, and on the death of his brother, John, 
in 1888 the entire business management devolved upon William W. 
Ogilvie, whose well developed powers were entirely adequate to the 
demands made upon him in the further control and management of 
this extensive enterprise, of which he became the head. In addition 
to the properties mentioned, W. W. Ogilvie afterward purchased 
the City Mills, Montreal, and at the time of his death had accepted 
plans for a very large mill at Fort William. Some years previous 
to his demise to facilitate the administration of his western business, 
the Ogilvie Milling Company of Winnipeg was formed in which Mr. 
Ogilvie was the dominant factor. The Ogilvie Flour Mills Corn- 
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pany, of the present, was organized in 11)08 and is practically the 
successor of the Ogilvie Milling Company and various other inter
ests in this line, belonging to Mr. Ogilvie's estate.

Mr. Ogilvie and his brother John were the pioneer wheat buyers 
in Manitoba. He bail traveled through Canada’s present wheat fields 
years before they were cultivated and many times afterwards. From 
the first small shipment of five hundred bushels from Manitoba in 
1870, the shipments, in Mr. Ogilvie’s lifetime, to his own mills in
creased until they reached the enormous total of eight million bushels 
of No. 1 hard wheat, all purchased by his own expert buyers from 
the farmers, at his seventy elevators, extending all over the wheat 
section of Ontario and the northwest.

In the manufacture of flour Mr. Ogilvie spent a lifetime and 
spared neither time, labor or expense in bringing his product to the 
very acme of perfection. l$v steady industry and indomitable energy 
and most of all the superior quality of his products, upheld at all 
cost, the business grew until it not only became the largest of its kind 
in the Dominion, but the most extensive flour business in the world 
controlled by one man.

Mr. Ogilvie was the first to introduce into Canada the patent proc
ess of grinding by rollers. In 1868, he visited Hungary where this 
system originated, for the purpose of investigating it. He saw at 
once its value and adopted it. He invented improved machinery 
used in the milling business, and was always ready to adopt the 
improvements of others that were practical.

It was said that he had better knowledge of wheat and wheat lands 
than any man in Canada. His business furnished a market for wheat 
growers and proved a stimulating influence in the agricultural devel
opment of the great wheat-raising section of middle and western 
Canada. His labors were directly responsible for much of the 
growth, progress and prosperity of Manitoba and the provinces 
farther west, and his worth as a business man and citizen was acknowl
edged by all.

Mr. Ogilvie’s identification with commercial interests was large 
and diversified. He was a director of the Bank of Montreal; the 
Montreal Transportation Company; the North British and Mercan
tile Insurance Company; the Old Dominion Board of Trade; and 
the Sailors Institute. He was president of the Corn Exchange 
Association; St. Andrew’s Society; and the Montreal Horticultural 
Society; governor of the Montreal General and the Royal Victoria 
Hospitals; president of the Manufacturers’ Association, and served 
as a member of the Harbor Board.
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In regard to agricultural and horticultural interests he mani
fested an interest and enthusiasm that were contagious, his efforts 
constituting an example that many others followed. He served both 
on the council and board of arbitration of the Montreal Board of 
Trade and was president of that body in 1898-4. In matters of citi
zenship he was extremely public-spirited and what he accomplished 
represented the tit utilization of his innate talents and powers. His 
political lielief is indicated in the fact that in 1890 he was president 
of the Liberal Conservative Club of Montreal. He was a forceful 
speaker in both French and English and frequently, in his earlier 
days, addressed public meetings during political campaigns.

As a young man he served as lieutenant and subsequently as a 
captain in the Montreal Cavalry under his brother, being thanked in 
brigade orders by Colonel l’akenham in 1860.

He was one of the prominent members of St. Andrew’s church. 
Mr. Ogilvie always gave with a free hand toward various public 
institutions, and there was no movement of importance to which he 
did not contribute. His benefactions were liberal, varied and by 
no means local. He gave thirteen thousand dollars, towards making 
up a deficit for completion of the Jubilee wing of the Winnipeg Gen
eral Hospital. He was one of the first to subscribe to the patriotic 
fund for the families of those who went with the Canadian contingent 
to the Transvaal war. Mr. Ogilvie was a man of great business capac
ity and to a most remarkable extent maintained a personal knowledge 
of his diversified interests.

His death on January 12, 1900, was very sudden. He had been 
at his office attending to business as usual, after which he attended 
a directors' meeting of the Bank of Montreal. On his way home he 
was taken ill and passed away soon after reaching there.

Many of the leading mercantile houses and public offices flew 
their flags at half mast through respect for him. The Montreal 
Gazette at time of his death, said on January 18, 1900, editorially:

“It is long since any event caused such a painful shock in Mon
treal as did the death yesterday of W. W. Ogilvie. Strong in body, 
clear in mind, actively interested in the details of great concerns, he 
was one of the last whose taking away would be thought of. His loss 
will be felt the more because of its suddenness and it is a great loss to 
the city's commercial life. Mr. Ogilvie's business intelligence and 
energy long ago raised him to a place not among Canada’s alone, but 
among the world’s great merchants.

“It was a just pride that he felt in directing the greatest milling 
interest in the world under one man's control; and the pride was
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more than personal. He early saw what the northwest meant to 
Canada, both commercially and nationally, and it was a pleasure to 
him to feel that as his business spread it was making known the 
resources of the country, in all of whose affairs he took the deepest 
interest.

“The success that he gained in his own business caused his counsel 
to !>e sought in the direction of other great enterprises. He was a 
director in the country’s greatest financial corporation, and in other 
institutions in which he had investments. On the Com Exchange and 
on the Board of Trade, his was an influential voice, and it was always 
raised in behalf of that which was best and broadest.

"He knew how to give generously to a good cause. He earned 
the respect of all who were brought into contact with him and espe
cially that of the hundreds of men who served him in the enterprise 
of which his was the directing brain.

“It was a big place that he won through his heart as well as by 
his head and it will be long ere there will be found another capable of 
filling it."

Mr. Ogilvie was survived by his widow and four children, three 
sons and a daughter, Albert Edward, William Watson (died 1906), 
Gavin Lang and Alice Helen. Mrs. Ogilvie, previous to her marriage 
in 1871, was Helen, a daughter of Joseph Johnston of Paisley, 
Scotland.
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Captain tètorgt ÿtllparb itlattljctus

iUCCESS in business resulting entirely from capable 
management, keen discrimination and unfaltering 
enterprise came to Captain George Hillyard Mat- 

1 thews, who for many years was president of the Sin- 
I cennes-McNaughton Line. His birth occurred in 

Montreal on the 14th of August, 1846, and he passed
away at the comparatively early age of fifty-seven years, dying on the 
19th of January, 1904. He was a son of George Matthews, of Mount 
Victoria, Hudson and Montreal. The father came to Canada from 
Essex, England, as a young man and in this country married a Miss 
Hudson, also a native of England. They became the parents of six 
children, including Captain Matthews, who received his military edu
cation at Sandhurst, England, in 1871. The following year he en
tered the army and served for a period of eight years, when he 
resigned. He was an honorary member of the officers’ mess of the 
Third Victoria Rifles and also honorary president of the Army and 
Navy Veterans Association. He never ceased to feel a deep interest 
in military affairs and believed in the maintenance of a high standard 
of service in connection with the army and navy.

Captain Matthews’ business affairs also brought him prominently 
before the public. For many years he was president of the Sincennes- 
McNaugton Line and during his term of office the major portion of 
the harbor fleet of tugs was built under his supervision. As oppor
tunity offered he made judicious investments in real estate and became 
the owner of a large amount of property in Montreal. Following 
the death of Baron de Longueuil, he took charge of his estate, which 
he wisely managed.

In 1878 Captain Matthews was united in marriage to Miss Vir
ginia Pratt, a daughter of John Pratt, one of the early settlers of 
Montreal. He held membership in the St. James Club and he was 
interested in various significant and vital questions of the day, espe
cially in fish and game protection. He also took an active interest in 
politics. He was acquainted with all of the different phases of public 
life having to do with the prosperity and progress of his city and prov
ince, and his aid and cooperation could always be counted upon to 
further movements for the general good.

Ill
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ftobrrt Retord
T THE time of his death half a century was drawing 

1 to its close since the subject of this sketch, the late 
1 Hubert Heford, first established a commercial con- 
i nection with Montreal. The outstanding position 

which Mr. Heford occupied in the life of the city was 
the natural outcome of qualities which quickly bring 

men to lie recognized as a source of strength to whatever spheres in 
which they may move. He was a man of very pronounced ability, 
tenaciousness of purpose, firmness of decision and of forceful char
acter hut by those who knew him best he will be remembered, chiefly 
for those high standards of honor whieh were his, for the straightfor
wardness and uprightness of all his dealings with his fellowmen and 
for the strong sense of justice which throughout his long career he 
was so often called ui>on to exercise.

Hubert Heford was liorn at Moylena, which for generations hud 
been the family seat near Antrim, Ireland, in 1881 and was a lad of 
fourteen when in 184Ô he came with his mother, three brothers and 
one sister to make his home in Canada. The family arrived at Quebec 
the night of the great fire when the lower town was almost completely 
destroyed. After a very brief stay in Montreal they settled in 
Toronto, where Mr. Heford completed his education. He was, how
ever, still hut a boy when he became engaged in business and, though 
he was indentured to work for his first employer for two years at a 
fixed salary, it is indicative of the great natural capacity which he 
possessed and of his steadiness and alertness in business, that at the 
end of the first year his salary was increased fivefold and again at the 
end of the second year that amount was doubled. In three years 
time, still barely on the threshold of manhood, Robert Heford had 
proved his ability to such an extent as to be offered a partnership with 
William Strachan in a wholesale and retail grocery business which the 
latter was about to open. This offer was accepted hut the firm dis
solved after a few years duration and Mr. Heford started a business 
on his own account, which he continued to conduct alone for several 
years, only taking Richard Dunbar as a partner when he acquired, 
by purchase, from William Ross, another large wholesale business of 
the same nature. The two businesses were run separately, one as 

115



116 Robert ReforD

Reford & Dunbar, the other in partnership with the late John Dillon, 
as Reford & Dillon, wholesale grocers and merchants. It would in
deed have been strange if a man, imbued with the spirit of enterprise 
and courage, as was Mr. Reford to a very remarkable degree, had 
been content to remain without some wider scope tor his abilities than 
that ottered, even by a successful wholesale business. It was not long 
before he took the initial step which was to lead him so far along the 
path of that vast question of transportation.

Mr. Ref on! was one of the pioneer workers in this direction, en
tering the carrying trade, in the early '00s. He amassed a consider
able fortune during the forty odd years he was engaged in shipping 
pursuits but never did he lose sight of the fact that Canada’s interests 
as a whole are intimately and indivisibly bound up in every phase of 
the shipping industry, nor did he ever fail to consider and work 
towards the l>enetit of those wider interests of his adopted country.

The o|>eration of vessels on the Great Lakes was the beginning of 
Mr. Reford's shipping enterprises. In 1860 he equipped the schooner 
‘ Seagull” and sent her with a general cargo of Canadian produce to 
Port Natal, South Africa, thus being the first man to undertake 
direct shipping connection l>etween Canada and that part of the 
world.

In 186.1, associated with his old friend William Ross, the firm 
opened a branch in Montreal. This was the commencement of the 
present Montreal firm. The business was now assuming large trad
ing proportions with Great Britain, the United States, China, Japan, 
the West Indies and other foreign countries; nevertheless it soon 
began to confine itself more strictly to ocean shipping. The firm 
became agents and part owners of the Thomson and Donaldson lines. 
When the story of the growth of Canada’s shipping conies to lie writ
ten the name of Robert Reford will loom up largely on its pages. Mr. 
Dillon severed his connection with Mr. Reford in the shipping busi
ness in 181)7 and it was then that the present company, the Robert 
Refonl Company, Ltd., was incorporated, with very extensive 
steamship services of six different lines to many of the world’s prin
cipal ports and with branch offices established in Quebec, Toronto, 
St. John, New Brunswick, and Portland, Maine. Canada owes not 
a little to Mr. Reford for contributing so materially to the opening 
up of new markets for her produce along the east coast of Great 
Britain, and also for the building up of further valuable trade con
nections by giving direct shipping communication between Canada 
and the Mediterranean ports. Even' aspect of the carrying trade 
had been studied by him with that thoroughness and regard for detail
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which characterized the man in everything he undertook. His opin
ions and advice on shipping and on transportation generally were ap
preciated as those of an expert, and sought after by people from all 
over the Dominion.

Apart from his shipping enterprises, which remained the main 
issue of his commercial life, the most important of his other business 
activities was his interest in the Mount Royal Milling and Manufact
uring Company. Mr. Reford founded the company in 1882 for the 
milling of rice, with mills in Montreal and Victoria, British Colum
bia, and acted as its president up to the time of his death. He was 
also president for many years of the Charlemagne & Lac Ouareau 
Lumber Company, president of the York Lumber Company, presi
dent of the Crown Trust Company and vice president of the Labra
dor Company; and a director of the Bank of Toronto, of the Lake 
of the Woods Milling Company and of the Paton Manufacturing 
Company.

From 1901 to 1905 Mr. Reford was a member of the Montreal 
Board of Harbour Commissioners and in 1903 was a delegate to the 
fifth congress of the Chandlers of Commerce of the Empire, but no 
doubt his chief public sendee was rendered first as a member and then 
as chairman of the Royal Commission on Transportation, 1904-1905. 
The work involved in this important commission necessitated its mem
bers visiting every Canadian port, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
with a view to recommending all possible desirable improvements for 
the increase of and facilitating the transportation trade appertaining 
to the Dominion, both ocean and inland. The commission sent in an 
exhaustive report to the government in December, 1905, based on 
very thorough personal observations and study, together with the 
result of carefully gathered evidence of those residents in the dif
ferent sections of Canada who were best fitted to judge. It strongly 
advocated the building of the Georgian Bay canal and the formation 
of national ports on the Atlantic and Pacific, the St. Lawrence and 
the Great Lakes. Further, it was urged that there should be a fast 
all-round-the-world British steamship service which would bind to
gether more closely all portions of the empire, by taking advantage 
of the shorter ocean route which services between Canada and Europe, 
via Great Britain on the east, and Asia and the Orient on the west, 
could offer, if Halifax and Galway were used as the termini for the 
Atlantic coasts. Mr. Reford's work on this commission was stupend
ous, but none of it was done in the light of the public eye. Few knew 
of the great personal sacrifices which it demanded and which were 
willingly made by this man of then seventy-four years. In fact all
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his life Mr. Reford avoided rather than sought any kind of promi
nence or recognition.

Many of Montreal's educational and charitable institutions looked 
to him for guidance and help and whether the requests came to hint 
for his advice, or for financial support, provided he was in sympathy 
with the object, to either his response was equally ready and generous, 
lie was a governor of McGill University and was the first to respond 
to an appeal for aid hv donating fifty thousand dollars towards a 
fund for the increase of salaries of the professional staff. In 1911 
when the campaign for the general funds of the university was held, 
it found in him one of its leading spirits and most ardent supporters. 
Again he gave proof of his faith in the higher education of men’s 
minds as being an asset of immeasurable national value and set the 
inspiring example of a contribution of one hundred thousand dollars.

Could we mention all the hospitals, homes for the aged poor and 
for little children, and in fact every kind of philanthropic institution 
which knew and enjoyed his generous help, the list would indeed he 
a long one and few such in Montreal omitted from it. Some of his 
largest donations were to the Montreal General Hospital of which 
he was a life governor and to which in recent years he gave thirty- 
five thousand dollars; to the Young Men’s Christian Association he 
gave ten thousand dollars, and a like sum to the Diocesan Theolog
ical College.

In manner the late Robert Reford was somewhat abrupt but this 
arose purely from that eagerness and energy which every move of 
the laxly seemed to betray, and not from any unkindly feeling. He 
was an exceptionally clear thinker, his mind worked with precision; 
his plans were made and carried out with unvarying promptitude and 
method which perhaps supply the key to his amazing capacity for the 
accomplishment of work. Self indulgence knew no place with him 
and to the end he adhered to his stern habits of life, granting himself 
hut little respite and no holidays. From the age of twenty-two when 
he was made captain of No. 4 Company in the Queen’s Own Rifles 
his interest in civic affairs never waned. He fought untiringly for 
reforms, often with a lack of support which would have discouraged 
most men, hut this North of Ireland man was not of such stuff. He 
was of the kind which the hand of Providence seems to have scattered 
far from their native shores, over the face of the British Empire to 
give it that salt, without which it could have no savor.

Mr. Reford was twice married; first to Mils Margaret McCord, 
daughter of A. T. McCord, chamberlain and treasurer of the city of 
Toronto, who died within a year after the marriage. In 1866 he mar-
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ried Miss Katherine S. Drummond, daughter of Andrew Drum
mond of Stirling, Scotland. Mrs. Reford survives him, as do five of 
his children, they being : Robert Wilson Reford, president of the 
Robert Reford Company, Ltd.; A. D. Reford; L. L. Reford, M. D.; 
Mrs. H. B. MacDougall; and Miss Kate Reford.

Mr. Reford was a member of St. George’s church and a stanch 
believer in the power of the church to be a light unto the lives of 
men. In all things he acted as he believed and so the community is 
bereft of a personality of strength, of courage and of truth.
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ÜBtUiam Âmittj
iLEARLY defined purposes and close application were

Cv2 salient features in the career of William Smith, who 
2 died *n Montreal on the 14th of March, 1910, when 

m nearly eighty-four years of age. He was born in 
Lanarkshire, Scotland, September 20,1826, and came 
to Canada when a young man. He practically spent 

his remaining days in this city. He at first engaged in the dry-goods 
business, which he followed for many years with good success. Event
ually he liecame a manufacturing tobacconist and again prosperity 
attended his efforts in the commercial field. He also owned valuable 
real estate, having taken advantage of early opportunities for invest
ment along that line. The soundness of his judgment and the clear
ness of his vision were indicated in the rise in his property values, 
making his holdings well worthy of consideration.

Mr. Smith was married in Montreal to Miss Margaret Watson, 
daughter of George and Margaret (Selkirk) Watson of Montreal. 
He continued to make this city his home until his life's labors were 
ended in death, when he had reached a venerable age. He was a man 
respected by all and such was the regard entertained for his opinions, 
that his advice was frequently sought upon important questions. He 
was an attendant at Erskine church. Mr. Smith is survived by his 
widow, who resides in what has been for years the family residence, 
built by Mr. Smith at No. 56 Simpson street and which home stands 
on the site of the former home of Sir Alexander Mackenzie, discov
erer of the Mackenzie river and the first European to cross the Rocky 
mountains.
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ROGHESSIVE citizenship in the twentieth century 

finds a prominent exemplar in Alexander Michaud, 
mayor of the city of Maisonneuve, who is an active 
factor in public affairs and business life of the city. 
His clear insight, his keen sagacity and his public 
spirit have made his influence a potent factor in 

bringing about not only Canada's commercial progress, but also her 
moral uplift. He might be termed a practical idealist, for, while he 
strives for the Interment of many civic and commercial conditions, 
the methods which he employs take cognizance of present day situa
tions and opportunities and present none of the impractical views of 
the dreamer. In a word, he is a man of action rather than of theory.

Mr. Michaud is a representative of one of the old French families 
of Quebec, while the maternal line is of an unadulterated Irish strain. 
He was born January ‘27, 1808, at Back River, Quebec, a son of J. B. 
and Xorali (Connolly) Michaud. His education was acquired at the 
Christian Brothers school and in the Plateau Academy of Montreal. 
In 1HK1 he entered the employ of his father, who was a well known 
miller and flour merchant, remaining with him until 1885. During 
that period Alexander Michaud, while acting principally in a clerical 
capacity, also acquired a good general knowledge of the business in 
its various departments. In 1885 he accepted a position with A. L. 
llurtuhise & Company, grain merchants of Montreal, with whom 
he remained for several years in the capacity of bookkeeper and con
fidential clerk. His ability gained him recognition, followed by pro
motion, and at the time he resigned his position in that house he 
was manager of the business.

It was then that Mr. Michaud organized the firm of Michaud 
Brothers & Company, which soon took a foremost position among the 
leading wholesale grain and export firms of Montreal. Its existence 
covered a period of about fifteen years and an extensive business was 
conducted, constituting another forward step in the career of Alex
ander Michaud. However, recognizing the fact that the field of real- 
estate activity and land s|>eculation in Montreal afforded great 
opportunity for profitable investment, he withdrew from active con
nection with the grain trade and entered the real-estate business. It 
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is iinusuiil for a man who has been so long identified with one line 
of business to make so radieal a ehange, but the subsequent success of 
Mr. Michaud is indicative of his splendid business foresight and capa
bility. The success that he has achieved in the real-estate business 
has been substantial, is well deserved and represents methods that have 
lent dignity to the undertaking. There are few, if any, who have 
more intimate or comprehensive knowledge of realty values or whose 
judgment is more to lie relied upon and these facts have served to 
bring him an extensive and desirable clientage.

In connection with his public career a Montreal paper has said: 
“Perhaps the field in which Mr. Michaud was best known to the citi
zens of Montreal is political. He was an alderman and was president 
of the finance committee of Maisonneuve from 1905 to 1909 and was 
elected mayor by acclamation three times in succession. During this 
time Maisonneuve has made those wonderful strides in growth which 
have been the admiration of the entire country and have placet! her
self on a footing which is attracting the attention of the entire world. 
The part played in this great advance in manufacturing and com
merce by the city is not a little due to the energy and foresight of her 
mayor, who has brought his business acumen anti farsighted commer
cial judgment into play in running the civic side of affairs, the same 
as he did as a merchant or miller. Mr. Michaud prefers to talk about 
Maisonneuve rather than about himself, about the opportunities there 
are there for capital, the splendid locations for factories and the 
many other inducements which have made the city one of the leaders 
in commercial advancement during the past five years. It is an inter
esting subject and more Aladdinlike than Africa diamond mines or 
the gold strewn coasts of Alaska." It may be mentioned here that 
Maisonneuve, though surrounded by the city of Montreal, is an en
tirely separate city, having its own autonomy.

Perhaps the most unique point in Mr. Michaud's public career 
is its cause. Like many other men who had been similarly attracted to 
that locality, Mr. Michaud took up hi « residence in Maisonneuve but 
with neither time nor inclination for public office. The city at that 
period had a population of seven thousand. Twenty-four liquor 
licenses had lieen issued and the town, in modern parlance, was “wide 
open." It was a great rendezvous for hundreds of people from Mon
treal who would go down there on Sundays, the open saloons serving 
as a great attraction. This disregard of the law and the undesirable 
notoriety it gave the town aroused the indignation of the better class 
of citizens, who, however, were powerless, owing to the inactivity of 
those who were in charge of the city government. Mr. Michaud was
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one who set about to bring order out of chaos and while his first article 
in the local papers attracted attention, his second and subsequent ones 
certainly aroused the opposition of the lawless element whose arro
gance had so long held sway. Personal violence was threatened Mr. 
Michaud and his residence was attacked by a mob that broke every 
window within reach. Missiles of every description were hurled inside. 
This cowardly attack instead of intimidating Mr. Michaud, only 
spurred him on to further action and showed that the Irish blood in him 
could mean fight—not fight in the brutal sense of the mob but with that 
courage that comes of honest conviction combined with fearlessness. 
In the face of such bitter opposition Mr. Michaud became a candidate 
for alderman, was elected and wielded such an influence in favor of 
good government and progress that from the time he entered |>olitics 
to the present he has made a most creditable record. No citizen of 
Maisonneuve has worked so incessantly or taken greater pride in what 
has been accomplished. That city today, with forty thousand popula
tion, contains but nineteen licensed saloons, all conducted under strict 
observance of the law. He is, indeed, a resourceful man and in the 
management of public affairs displays the same spirit of careful 
watchfulness and wise control that he does in conducting his private 
interests. He was named by the provincial government a member 
of the Metropolitan Parks commission of Montreal, of which body 
Sir William Van Horne is president.

In 1900 Mr. Michaud was the chief factor in the organization of 
the Dominion Light, Heat & Power Company and during the two 
years of its successful operation, liefore being absorbed by the Mon
treal Public Service Corporation, he was prominently connectée! with 
its management. He is a man but little past middle age and his whole 
capital when starting in life was energy and ambition, yet he has been 
highly successful, not only in the way of winning prosperity, but also 
in valuable sendee to the city and province. He gets much out of life 
in comfort and plea. ure and has never lived solely to accumulate 
wealth, but has ever been a lover of nature and of outdoor life and 
it is only severe weather t at prevents him from enjoying the four 
and a half mile walk dail; from his office to his home. In the latter 
hi? greatest interest centers and he is always happiest when in the com
pany of his family. Mr. Michaud was married February 21, 1898, 
to Miss Marie Virolle and to them have been bom four children: 
Margaret, Paul, Germaine and Alexander. Mr. Michaud is an in
dulgent father and the comrade of his children. For a number of 
years he has spent the summers with his family at Old Orchard, Maine.
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KRV few if any men in Montreal were any better 

known in their res{>ective lines of business than was 
Henry Hogan, in connection with the hotel business. 
He occupied a position among liis contemporaries that 
made him a unique personage. The story of his life 
is liest told by the history of the hostelry, St. Law- 

rence Hall, that his name had made famous and over which he had 
charge for upwards of a half century. Mr. Hogan was bom at La 
Tortue, near Laprairie, on the 12th of April, 1820, and was a son of 
Nicholas Hogan, who served in the British army in the Peninsular 
war and at Waterloo under the Duke of Wellington. He was engaged 
in the woolen manufacturing business in Manchester, England, and 
upon coming to Canada established a mill at La Tortue. He met his 
death from drowning, the result of the giving way of the rail on a 
boat, which precipitated him into the St. Lawrence river. He was sur
vived by a widow and several children.

Henry Hogan was but a boy when he came to Montreal and his 
early training in a business way liegan in the line of business of which 
he made such a great success in later life, the hotel business. In 1831 
he became proprietor of what was then called the Hogan Hotel, in 
which enterprise he was in partnership with Messrs. Borden and Com- 
|wine, but both men retired early, being succeeded in the firm by Fred
erick Penn, who remained a partner with Mr. Hogan until 1889. 
After that time the latter was alone as sole proprietor of St. Law
rence Hall. In 1838 he was one of the prominent factors in the grand 
lumcpiet given by the citizens in the Hall to mark the o|>ening of the 
Grand Trunk Railway, on which occasion many distinguished citi
zens were his guests. In 1880 he entertained the memberseof the suite 
of the Prince of Wales, later His Majesty, King Edward VII. In 
those days Mr. Hogan entertained many people of title and promi
nence. The story of this hotel has its own connection with the history 
of Canada, for under the roof of St. Lawrence Hall there occurred 
many things that led to the present-day development of the Domin
ion. Here Mr. John A. Macdonald, later the great Sir John, met his 
sturdy opponent. Mr. George Brown, and exchanged views on the 
liest means of uniting the scattered provinces. From this beginning
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confederation was achieved and Mr. Iiogan performed his share in 
these events and at all times faithfully carried out the duties of citi
zenship. St. Lawrence Hall was for many years the best known 
hotel in Canada and one of the best known on the continent. Princes 
of the royal blood, soldiers and statesmen, political refugees, artists 
and poets, stars of the operatic and dramatic stage partook of its hos
pitality and their names recall events of bygone days. The opening of 
Victoria bridge brought many notables to the Hall, and during the 
progress of the Civil war in the United States the clank of the sword 
was heard at St. Lawrence Hall, which became the headquarters for 
the Confederate representatives and southern refugees. Jefferson 
Davis and John Wilkes Booth were guests of the Hall, and during 
the Trent affair it was the headquarters of the officers. During the 
trial of John Surratt, the register of the Hall was taken to Washing
ton and has never been returned. After the Civil war, (General 
Sherman, of the Union army, and also one of the most prominent 
Confederate generals visited Montreal and were entertained by Mr. 
Hogan, as was Henry Wanl Beecher and other distinguished Ameri
cans. The banquets held at St. Lawrence Hall were noted affairs, 
the place being tbe scene of many brilliant social gatherings.

The ancestral records of the Hogan family included the names 
of many prominent in military circles and Henry Hogan also took a 
deep interest in these affairs, being for years commanding officer of the 
Montreal Field Batten*, of which he was lieutenant in 18.5.1, after
wards liecame colonel and assumed command, retiring with that rank 
in 1886. Mr. Hogan hail Ihtii connected with numerous business en
terprises aside from his hotel interests. He always had implicit con
fidence in the future of Montreal and made investments that proved 
highly profitable. His business ability won him success and promi
nence in his chosen field and his capability, tact and resourcefulness 
made him an ideal host, whether entertaining a little private gath
ering of friends or a large concourse of notable and eminent citizens 
at a banquet. In religious belief he was a Unitarian. His death oc
curred October 0, 1902, and he was survived by a widow, two sons, 
Henry H. and Lawrence IL, and also two daughters: Anna W„ now 
the widow of Major Low, of the British army; and Marion K., who 
died unmarried.







tëeorgr ŒElastjington jfctepfjtns
F ONF would seek a fitting poetical phrase to express 

the life work of the Hon. George Washington 
Stephens these lines might well lie chosen :
“He leaves a patriot’s name to after times 

Linked with a thousand virtues and no crimes." 
For an extended period he was in public life, and 

whether connected with municipal, professional, or national affairs 
was always the same public-spirited, progressive citizen, ever seeking 
the welfare of the constituency which he represented. He was bom 
in Montreal in 1882, the second son of Harrison and Sarah (Jack- 
son) Stephens. The father removed from the state of Vermont to 
Montreal in 1828 and for years was a leading merchant of the city.

George W. Stephens was educated at high school, afterward en
tering business circles. He liecame identified with the firm of Law 
Young & Company, hut after a time determined to enter upon pro
fessional activities, and with this end in view took up the study of 
law, following a law course at McGill University, which conferred 
upon him the H. C. L. degree. Called to the bar in 1888, he at once 
entered upon active practice and for some time was a partner of the 
late John A. Perkins, an eminent barrister of Montreal. Mr. Steph
ens personally conducted the cause celebre of Connolly versus VVool- 
rych, which he brought to a successful conclusion. The case was a 
notable one, awakening widespread interest among the legal frater
nity and establishing the validity of an Indian marriage, celebrated 
according to the custom of the tribe.

After a numlier of years (Incited to successful law practice, Mr. 
Stephens was obliged to abandon the profession in order to assume 
the management of his father's estate, and proved himself equally 
capable, sagacious, farsighted and enterprising in that connection. 
His ability and his devotion to the general welfare led to his selec
tion again and again for public office. In 1808 he was elected aider- 
man of Montreal and for seventeen consecutive years remained a 
member of the city council, during which period he served on several 
occasions as acting mayor. He did much during that period toward 
shaping the policy of city affairs and upholding those interests 
which are a matter of civic virtue and civic pride. In fact he liecame 
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distinguished for his constant opposition to wrong-doing and dishon
esty, and his stalwart support of a prudent and economical progres
sive administration. From the time that age conferred upon him 
the right of franchise he advocated the principles of the liberal party 
and upon its ticket was elected to the provincial legislature, repre
senting Montreal Centre in the Quebec assembly from 1881 until 
1888, and so earnestly and faithfully guarded the public interests as 
to earn the title “watch dog.” At the general election of 181)2 he was 
returned for Huntingdon and was reelected at the general election in 
181)7. On the formation of the Marchand administration in May of 
the latter year he was called into the cabinet, without portfolio. He 
was the organizer of the Good Government Association of Montreal 
and in January, 1897, received the thanks of that body for his “vig
orous efforts and judicious action” in the Quebec assembly in refer
ence to certain local measures. In 1896 he promoted a measure pro
hibiting indecent play bills and posters being displayed on the public 
streets. No one ever questioned the honesty and virtue of his position 
and his belief. Though others may have differed from him in policy 
they recognized the patriotic spirit which actuated him in all his 
public service, and none was more earnest in opposition to misrule in 
public affairs.

Aside from his active work in the assembly, Mr. Stephens utilized 
many other opportunities for advancing public progress and improve
ment. He was at one time a mendier of the council of the Montreal 
Board of Trade, was president of the Mercantile Library Association 
and president of the Citizens Gas Company. He was also a governor 
of the Montreal General Hospital and of the Protestant Hospital 
for the Insane. His cooperation could ever be counted upon in sup
port of any measure or plan to ameliorate the hard conditions of life 
for the unfortunate and, as a member of the Unitarian church, he 
took an active interest in all good works done in the name of charity 
or religion.

Mr. Stephens married first in 1865, Elizabeth Mary Macintosh 
and afterward in 1878. Frances Ramsay Macintosh, daughter of 
Nicholas Carnegie Macintosh, of Edinburgh, Scotland. For many 
years Mrs. Stephens was president of the Decorative Art Associa
tion of Montreal and a recognized leader in social circles. She has 
accomplished work of far-reaching importance and benefit in con
nection with the Woman’s Immigrant Society; the Soldiers’ Wives 
League, which was organized during the South African war; the 
Maternity Hospital, and the Montreal Cooking School. In religious 
faith she is a Unitarian and in more strictly social lines is connected
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with the Canadian Woman's Club, the Ladies Morning Musical Club 
and the Royal Montreal Ladies Golf Club. The children are two 
sons and two daughters : Major G. W. and F. C. Stephens ; and Mrs. 
J. Wedderburn Wilson and Mrs. A. Hamilton Gault.

Mr. Stephens was devoted to his family and ever held friendship 
inviolable. He belonged to both the St. James and Union Clubs and 
his military experience covered sen-ice as a cavalry major until he 
was placed on the retired list, his connection being with the Montreal 
Rifle Rangers. One of the leading newspapers styled him “a liberal 
of the old school, fearless and brave." The same qualities character
ized him throughout his entire life in every relation, and many who 
were his associates and contemporaries felt at his passing, which oc
curred at his country residence, Lac à l’eau Claire, in 1904, that,

"He was a man. Take him for all in all 
I shall not look upon his like again."
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James <CUiot
NAMES ELLIOT, for more than half a century one 

of the best known bankers of Montreal, was born 
June ‘2,1840, in this city, and was the eldest son of the 

jjH late Andrew and Sarah (Pullan) Elliot. The father 
was a native of Northumberland, England, and 
following his arrival in Montreal in 1882, became a 

well known contractor of the city.
After acquiring a thorough education in the Montreal high school 

James Elliot entered the dry-goods establishment of the late Mr. 
Alexander Molson, and after a time spent in that connection entered 
Molson’s Bank in 1860. In 1870 he became accountant and further 
promotion came to him in recognition of his ability in his appointment 
to the position of manager of the Montreal branch in 1879. Step by 
step he advanced in his connection with financial interests until he 
became recognized as one of the foremost bankers of the city. In May, 
1900, he was appointed general manager, which position he ably 
filled until his death, December 19, 1918. In banking circles he was 
recognized as a man of exceptional ability, prudence and sagacity, 
and was termed both a mod.l man and a model banker. That he 
occupied a position of distinction in business and financial circles was 
evidenced by the large number of business men who paid their last 
tribute of respect to his worth when he passed away.

Mr. Elliot was for many years a councillor of the Canadian Bank
ers Association and was otherwise officially connected with interests 
of importance to the public, being a life governor of the Montreal 
General Hospital, a vice president of the Montreal Prisoners Aid 
Association and an active factor in philanthropic work. Mr. Elliot 
was also an attendant at the Melville Presbyterian church. His politi
cal support was given to the conservative party. Although he was past 
the allotted age of three score years and ten when called from this life, 
Mr. Elliot's friends were drawn largely from the younger genera
tion. He was a quiet, unostentatious gentleman of the old school, 
whose delight outside of his business was his home and garden on Cote 
St. Antoine road. This home was one of the early residences in West- 
mount and when erected more thn a quarter of a century ago was 
surrounded by open fields.
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Mr. Elliot was unmarried. After providing with great liberality 
for near relatives he bequeathed five thousand dollars to the Montreal 
General Hospital, five thousand dollars to the Protestant Hospital 
for the Insane and a thousand dollars each to the Western Hospital, 
McKay Institute, Grace Dart Home, the Protestant House of In
dustry and Refuge and the Salvation Army. His bequest to these 
many organizations showed his broad-mindedness and his deep inter
est in the welfare and uplift of his fellowmen.
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John DiUon
RfcttSS&flMOHN DILLON, for many years one of the best known 

nierehants of Montreal, was a member of the firm of 
RFi He lord & Dillon. He was born in Chambly, March 

J ^ 18, 1880, a son of John Dillon, Sr., a native of Bel-
fast, Ireland, who emigrated to Canada and for some 
years resided in Toronto and Montreal, his death 

occurring in the latter city in 1875. lie was father of two sons, George 
Graham and John Dillon. The former passed his active business life 
in Toronto, where he was connected with the retail dry-goods house 
of George Bowes & Company. He died in Toronto, while his widow, 
Mrs. Catherine Jacques Dillon, passed away in Montreal. They were 
survived by a daughter, Miss Elisabeth J. Dillon, who for many years 
lived with her uncle, John Dillon, who never married.

It was in Toronto that John Dillon formed a partnership with 
Hol)ert He ford under the firm name of Heford & Dillon, wholesale 
grocers, and in 1867 the business was moved to Montreal. This asso
ciation continued for about forty years and the business was most suc
cessfully and capably conducted according to modern progressive 
methods. A few years prior to his death Mr. Dillon retired from the 
firm, but maintained his interest in other industrial and commercial 
institutions. Up to the time of his death he was a director of the 
Mount Koval Milling and Manufacturing Company and was also 
vice president of the Gould Cold Storage Company. His business 
judgment was sound, his discrimination keen and his enterprise un
faltering. He could see farther than many a man in business circles, 
foretelling the outcome of any enterprise from the Iteginning and, 
moreover, he had the |>ower to coordinate and unify forces into a 
harmonious whole.

Mr. Dillon was much interested throughout his lifetime in chari
table work and among other institutions with which he was actively 
associated was the Old Brewery Mission. He was an active member 
of the Dominion Square Methodist church, which he joined as a 
charter member upon its organization.

The Montreal Star in announcing his death on the 15th of May, 
1008. said, “In the death of Mr. John Dillon which took place this 
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morning very suddenly at his residence, 19 McGregor street, Mon
treal loses one of its oldest and most respected citizens. Mr. Dillon, 
who had been in good health, was speaking to a relative about 11:80 
today, when he was overcome by heart failure, his death taking place 
almost immediately. Thus passed onward one who always strove to 
do his duty by his fellowmen."
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H ILK Dr. Emmanuel Persillier Lachapelle has gained

W
nu prominence and won honor in various directions, per- 

haps the one act which will longest stand as an en- 
«2 during monument to his worth and work will be the 

creation of the board of health of the province of 
Quebec, of which he is now the president. His 

efforts were a potent factor in bringing about the organization of this 
board, the far-reaching effects of which are immeasurable. In this 
and other connections he has entered upon a campaign of education 
for the purpose of bringing to the public a knowledge of sanitary and 
health conditions that will forever prevent widespread contagion and 
check the ravages of disease even in individual cases. A man of strong 
character and wide knowledge of men and things, his life work has by 
no means reached its full fruition. In private and hospital practice 
he has gained eminence and his name is associated with one of the 
strongest and l>est equipped medical schools of the country.

Dr. Lachapelle was bom on the 21st of December, 1845, at Sault 
au Récollet, Quebec, his parents being Pierre Persillier and Marie 
Zoe (Toupin) Lachapelle, descendants of some of the earliest settlers 
of New France. His father was bom at Cote des Neiges, in the 
county of Ilochelaga, in the province of Quebec. Making his home 
at Sault au Récollet he followed farming and was proprietor of 
grain mills. His parents were Pascal Persillier and Marie 
(Ladouceur) Lachapelle, who lived at Cote des Neiges. The mater
nal grandparents of Dr. Lachapelle were Charles P. and Angélique 
(Leduc) Toupin, of Montreal. The ancestors came to this country 
in the early days of the French colony and were married at Laprairie, 
near Montreal, on the south shore of the St. Lawrence river.

After acquiring a classical education in the Montreal College, 
Dr. Lachapelle entered upon the study of medicine in the old Mon
treal School of Medicine and Surgery and after a brilliant course was 
admitted to practice in 1869. From the first years of his professional 
life he devoted considerable attention to the question of hygienic 
science. He continued his reading and research after leaving college 
and is still as keen and devoted a student as ever. He has long been
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ranked as a successful practitioner of high standing in Montreal, 
especially prominent in the Held of hygiene.

In 1872 Dr. Lachapelle was appointed surgeon of the Sixty-tilth 
Regiment, Mount Royal RiHes, and retained the appointment until 
1888. He was unable to accompany the regiment on active service 
to the northwest in 188.5, owing to the demands of his professional 
engagements, but he personally superintended the preparation of the 
medical equipment which the regiment took on service and secured 
the services of an assistant surgeon, who went with the regiment.

Dr. Lachapelle took a very active part in the refounding of the 
medical legislation and in 1878 was elected a governor and the treas
urer of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the Province of 
Quebec, retaining an official connection with that important body 
almost continuously since, while for nine years he has held the posi
tion of president. At the time of the memorable small-|>ox epidemic 
in Montreal in 188.5-8, when hundreds of new cases of the disease 
were reported daily, until the death rate claimed 10,000 victims, and 
when the city was practically placed in a state of quarantine in 
respect to the rest of the continent, Dr. Lachapelle came to the front 
as an outspoken and fearless advocate of the drastic measures adopted 
to check the disease. The contagion was spreading so rapidly 
throughout the country that it became necessary to take advantage of 
an old statute law and to create a central board of health which 
would apply throughout the province means for prevention and cure. 
Such a course had previously been adopted in Montreal. The moment 
the horror of the great pestilence was at an end Dr. Lachapelle pro
ceeded to organize the forces of medical science for the conservation 
of the health of the people. He was chiefly instrumental in getting 
the provincial government to pass a law for the creation of a provin
cial hoard of health with powers coterminus with provincial bounds. 
Prior to that time there was only a local authority operating within 
restricted bounds. From that time forward the body which Dr. La
chapelle may lie said to have created was to have jurisdiction over the 
whole province. The beneficial results of this measure were scum seen 
in better methods, improved sanitation and, above all, in the general 
vaccination of the people who had been so terribly scourged because 
of the lack of this preventative in 188.5. For the most important and 
valuable work which he did in this connection Dr. Lachapelle re
ceived high encomiums from all sections of the American continent 
and from foreign lands as well, not the least flattering being the recog
nition of the French republic in 1808 which conferred upon him the 
Order of the Legion of Honor. With the establishment of the pro-
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vincial hoard of health he was ap|>ointed its president, a position which 
he has since filled with credit to himself and great advantage to the 
entire province.

Moreover the name of Dr. Lachapelle has been intimately associ
ated with the effort to improve medical legislation and to raise the 
standard of medical education in Quebec. On the establishment of 
a branch of Laval University in Montreal, decided upon in 1878, and 
the inauguration of the medical faculty in temporary class-rooms 
in the old Chateau du Kamezay, on Notre Dame street, he was one 
of the most ardent instigators and supporters of the movement and 
contributed in a great measure to its success. At the present time 
he holds the positions of dean of the medical faculty at the university 
and of professor of hygiene; from 1876 until 1894 he was proprietor 
and editor of L’Union Médicale. In 1885 he had the honor of pre
siding as president over the convention of the American Public 
Health Association. He had the honor of being elected an associate 
member of the Société Française d’IIygiène of Paris. He has been 
closely and prominently associated with the Notre Dame Hospital 
ever since its establishment and can almost be called its founder. 
The splendid institution which owes its establishment partly to the 
clinical requirements of the then recently founded medical faculty of 
Laval was incorporated in 1880, Dr. Lachapelle being a member of 
the board of governors and holding the position of general superin
tendent until 1906, while to the present time he is president of the 
hospital.

A staunch member of the liberal party, Dr. Lachapelle has often 
been urged to become a candidate in nomination for political pre
ferment but although willing to use his influence for the benefit of 
his party he has invariably declined to accept a nomination because 
of a sense of duty toward his professional interests and benevolent 
engagements. In 1902 he was urged by many of the most influ
ential citizens of Montreal, both French and English, irrespective of 
party to accept nomination for the mayoralty. He did accept provi
sionally but later withdrew to avoid racial complication. When the 
city government was changed alxnit three years ago it was deemed 
fitting that one so eminent as an authority on sanitation and hygiene 
and one so dignified and high-minded as a foremost citizen should 
be a member of the new board which was henceforth to administer 
the affairs of the city. The Doctor has little inclination for pub
licity but yielded to the appeals addressed to him and became con
troller of Montreal. He lias made a most admirable official, the 
value of his service being widely recognized. It is his desire to accom-
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plish the best possible measures of reform during his tenn of office, 
and his efforts have already been productive of great good. He was 
elected in 1910 for a tenu of four years.

Aside from his professional and public activities previously 
mentioned Dr. Lachapelle also a director of the Credit Foncier 
Franco-Canadien and of other financial institutions and life insurance 
companies. He has been identified with various national and benevo
lent movements and in 1870 hud the honor of serving as general presi
dent of the St. Jean Baptiste Society. He is also a member of the 
British Medical Association, the Canadian Medical Association, the 
American Public Health Association, Société Médicale de Montreal, 
the Medico-Chirurgieal Society of Montreal, the Royal Edward 
Institute of Montreal and the Canadian Anti-Tuberculosis League. 
He has been attending physician to the Hôtel-Dieu and other insti
tutions, and served as a delegate from the Canadian government to 
the second Pan-American Medical Congress held in Mexico in 1896, 
and to other similar bodies. He has been a frequent contributor to 
medical literature, writing largely for the Union Médicale du Can
ada and other periodicals. He is a councillor of the University Club 
and a member of the metropolitan parks commission. In religious 
faith he is a Roman Catholic and in political belief a liberal. He 
belongs to the Mount Royal. University and Montreal Jockey Clubs. 
By reason of notable ability he has attained to a position of promi
nence and power and has been termed "a second Laurier." Were 
his ambitions along political lines he would undoubtedly attain dis
tinction in that field. He prefers, however, the even broader field 
of professional activity wherein his scientific investigation and 
research combined with practical knowledge and skill have gained him 
eminence and made his life work of signal serviceableness to man
kind.
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BOUGE BROWNING C RAMI’ was for many 

years a veteran member of the Montreal bar and a 
distinguished representative of the profession, his 
opinions being largely accepted as authority on ques
tions of real-estate law, in which department of 
jurisprudence he specialized. He was horn in Eng

land in 1838, a son of Rev. J. M. Cramp, who came to Montreal 
to accept a position at the Baptist College. For years he was at the 
head of the Acadia University in Nova Scotia and was one of the 
prominent educators in the maritime provinces.

In the schools of England and of Nova Scotia George B. Cramp 
pursued his education and qualified for the bar as a student in the law 
office of J. J. Day, K. C., an eminent member of the bar. Thorough 
and careful preliminary training resulted in his being called to the 
bar about 1835 and he entered upon active practice in connection 
with his former preceptor. The latter had been called to the liar in 
1887 and was one of the most distinguished lawyers of Montreal 
at an early day. Following his retirement, Mr. Cramp entered upon 
active professional association with A. F. Limn, K. C., under the 
style of Lunn & Cramp, a connection that was continued until the 
death of Mr. Lunn in 1894. Four years later, or in 1898, Mr. Cramp 
was joined by J. Armitage Ewing, K. C., under the style of Cramp 
it Ewing, and two years later they admitted George S. McFad
den, at which time the firm name was changed to Cramp, Ewing & 
McFadden. This relation was maintained until the death of the 
senior partner, who was then in his eightieth year. While well verset! 
in the various departments of the law, he specialized in the field of 
real estate and became an expert on legal questions relative thereto. 
He was regarded as an expert in the matter of titles. He was 
retained in a consulting capacity by such corporations as McGill 
University. Liverpool & London & Globe Insurance Company, the 
Montreal Loan & Mortgage Company, and the White Star Domin
ion Line. He remained throughout his entire professional career 
an active and discriminating student of law. constantly broadening 
his knowledge by reading and investigation, as well as experience.
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 Mr. Cramp held membership in the Mount Royal Club and the

St. Janies Club and was a casual attendant of the Olivet Baptist 
church. For many years Mr. Cramp spent the summer season at 
Saratoga, New York, or at Lachine, while his city residence was at 
No. 62 McTavish street, where his sister, the last survivor of the 
family, now resides, lie passed away February 16, 1913, at the age 
of eighty years, leaving behind him the record of a well spent life, in. 
which he had wisely employed his time and talents.
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>T IS a trite saying that there is always room at the 

top, for while the lower ranks of life are crowded, 
comparatively few have the ambition and energy to 
climb to the heights in connection with business or 
professional interests. Recognizing and utilizing his 
np|M>rtunities and wisely employing his time and tal

ents, T. Sterry Hunt became recognized as one of the eminent Can
adian scientists, his ability winning for him the unusual honor 
of being made a fellow of the Royal Society of London. He 
was bom in Norwich, Connecticut, September 5, 1826, a rep
resentative of an old New England family. It was his parents’ desire 
that he should become a representative of the medical profession, but 
a strong inclination toward the study of chemistry, mineralogy and 
geology prevented him from becoming a physician. In 1845 he pur
sued his studies under Professor Benjamin Sillinian of Yale 
University and later became his assistant. His constantly expanding 
powers marked him a man above the ordinary and distinguished 
honors came to him as the years passed. As early as 1846 the result 
of his original research work was published in an article which he 
wrote for the American Journal of Science. When the Geological 
Survey of Canada, then recently organized by Mr. (later Sir) 
William E. Logan, required the service of a competent chemist and 
mineralogist, Mr. Logan applied to Professor Silliman to supply 
the man and Mr. Hunt was recommended for the position, which he 
accepted early in 1847. His connection with the survey continued 
until 1872, when, much against the wish of the government, he 
resigned. His work embraced a large amount of field geolog)'. The 
most difficult problems presented by the geological formation of 
Canada are those of its crystalline rocks. To this study Dr. Hunt 
addressed himself from the beginning and made the first clear expo
sition ever presented of the earlier rocks of the country. He after
ward gave the names of Laurentian and Huronian to these rocks and 
in his investigations, analyses and scientific research laid the founda
tion of what he regarded as his life work. He also gave constant 
attention to the economic and practical departments of the survey 
and was the first to make known the deposits of phosphate of lime in 
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Canada and call attention to its commercial value for fertilizing pur
poses, collecting and sending specimens of the same to the foreign 
exhibits of 1851, 1853 and 1807. lie analyzed soils, investigated 
the petroleums of Canada and their distribution, and his studies of 
the mineral waters of the Dominion were the first and most complete 
ever made. His work in many respects constituted the foundation, 
basis and stimulus of all later investigation.

During his connection with the survey work Dr. Hunt took part 
in the great exhibitions of 1830 and 1807, acting as judge at both, 
while his sen-ices in a similar connection were sought at the Centen
nial Exposition in Pliiladelphia in 1876. His fame was world-wide 
as the result of his investigations and researches were made known, 
for he took the lead in much pioneer geological work on the North 
American continent.

From 1850 until 1802 Dr. Hunt was professor of chemistry at 
Laval University in Quebec and was continued as one of its honor
ary professors until his death. His annual course of instruction 
there comprised forty lectures in the French language and for some 
years he was also lecturer at McGill University. In 1872 he 
accepted the chair of geology in the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Boston, there remaining until 1878, when he resigned 
in order to concentrate his efforts upon further study and profes
sional work. His scientific attainments have gained him recogni
tion both on the American and European continents. Harvard 
University created him Master of Arts in 1852 and from Laval and 
McGill Universities he received the degree of Doctor of Science. 
In 1881 he had the unusual honor of receiving the degree of Doc
tor of Laws from Cambridge University of England, and in spe
cial recognition of his eminence as a geologist he was created a fellow 
of the ltoyal Society of London in 1859. In 1874 he was elected 
to mcml>crship in the National Academy of Sciences of the United 
States and in 1882 he was one of those called upon by the Marquis 
of Lome to aid in the organization of the New Royal Society of 
Canada, becoming that year chief of the section of physical and 
mathematical sciences. In 1884 he was elected its president. Thus 
year after year honors were conferred upon him—honors well merited 
yet worn with becoming modesty. He was one of the founders 
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science at 
Philadelphia and in 1870 was elected to its presidency. He was 
also an early member of the American Institute of Mining Engi
neers and was its president in 1877, while in 1880 he became the 
founder and president of the American Chemical Society. Among
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the decorations conferred upon him was that of the Legion of Honor, 
bestowed by Napoleon III, and the cross of St. Mauritius and St. 
Lazarus from the king of Italy. He contributed much to scientific 
literature and was a well known lecturer on scientific subjects. He 
frequently went abroad for study, spending much time in that way 
in Great Britain, Switzerland and Italy. A chemical green ink 
which he invented in 1859 was the cause of giving the name of green
backs to American currency. His explorations on the American 
continent had extended from the Gulf of St. Lawrence southward 
to the Gulf of Mexico and westward to the Pacific.

In January, 1878, Dr. Hunt was married to Miss Anna Rebecca 
Gale, the eldest daughter of Justice Samuel Gale of Montreal, who 
was judge of the court of queen’s bench for Lower Canada. His 
wife was Mary M. Hawley, who was born in Montreal and was edu
cated in this city and abroad. One of their daughters became the 
Baroness von Friesen, of Dresden. After the death of the father 
in 1805, Mrs. Hunt traveled extensively in Europe in company with 
her two sisters. She is the author of one or two volumes of poems 
of considerable merit, so that her name, like her husband's, is known 
in literary circles. Dr. Hunt passed away in February, 1892. His 
contribution to the world’s work was a valuable one. His investi
gation, research and native intelligence constituted the key which 
unlocked for us many of the portals beyond which lay nature’s mys
teries. The earth and its construction were largely to him an open 
book and he made it a readable volume for others, placing his investi
gations before mankind in a way that has constituted the founda
tion for further research.
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II ARLES FRANCIS SMITH, for half a century a 

leading figure in the business and social life of Mon
treal, was born in Aylesford, Hampshire, England, 
in 1841. He had received the psalmists' allotted 
span of three score years and ten when death called 
him in Montreal on the 80th of September, 1911. 

His position was one which gained for him not only the respect 
hut also the admiration and love of his associates. Important and 
extensive as were his business enterprises, they constituted hut one 
phase of an existence that was largely devoted to charitable works 
and civic a flairs and he was no less esteemed for his generosity and 
unfailing kindness than he was admired for his business acumen. 
His residence in Canada covered a period of forty-eight years. 
He came to this country as a member of the standing army. The 
shed in which he and his fellow soldiers slept the first night after 
landing at St. Andrews, New Brunswick, is still standing near the 
beautiful summer home which lie afterward built for himself there. 
His entrance into commercial circles in Montreal was made as pro
prietor of a shoe store on St. Mary street. He afterward entered 
into partnership with the late James McCready and upon the lat
ter's death became sole proprietor of the business and so remained 
for almost one-third of a century; yet in order to give his employes 
the opportunity of sharing in the profits of the business he formed 
a limited company nine years prior to his demise. In April, 1911, 
the business was sold to I). Lome McGibbon, although Mr. Smith 
retained an interest in the new company,—the Ames, Holden, Me- 
Creadv, Limited,—of which he became a director.

Public affairs as well as private interests profited by the efforts, 
the sound judgment and keen discrimination of Mr. Smith. He 
was at one time alderman of Montreal; was a member of the finance 
committee and was again and again urged to become a candidate 
for the mayoralty. Native modesty, however, caused him to remain 
in private life even when it was almost a certainty that he would 
he elected to any office to which he might aspire. lie was the only 
English member of the French Commercial School which was estab
lished by the Gouin government, and he belonged to the Board of 
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Trade for five or six years, being first a member of the council and 
rising through the oftices of treasurer and vice president to that of 
president, being elected by acclamation. He was also a vice presi
dent of the Dominion Express Company ; managing director of the 
Laurentide Pulp Company; a director of the Merchants Bank ; a 
director of the Montreal Trust Company; a director of the Domin
ion Textile Company; was at one time the president of the Western 
Hospital, and had been for years one of the governors of both the 
Notre Dame and General Hospitals, and vice president of the Royal 
Alexandra. He was a well known figure in the city's fashionable 
clubs, belonging to the Mount Royal and St. James Clubs, the Royal 
Montreal Golf Club, the Forest and Stream Club and the Royal St. 
Lawrence Yacht Club. He was also a charter member of the Canada 
Council of the Knights of Columbus; a prominent parishoner of 
St. Patrick's church, as well as warden of the same; a director of St. 
Patrick’s Orphan Asylum, and president of the Catholic Sailors' 
Club. He w'as also a well known member of St. George's Society.

His kindness of heart was invariable, he was especially devoted 
to his home and shunned ostentation. At St. Andrews where he 
spent every summer, one of his greatest pleasures consisted in the 
companionship of those friends of his who lived near him, of whom 
Sir Thomas Sliaughnessy was among the number. Taking a great 
interest in matters pertaining to education, he was one of the foun
ders of the Catholic high school, and a member of tbe administration 
of Laval University, and though, well known in life as a conserva
tive in politics, he was appointed by Hon. Lomer Gouin as governor 
of L’Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commerciales. Besides being a prac
tical manufacturer, Mr. Smith gave special attention to tariff mat
ters, and bis contributions to tbe campaign against unrestricted 
reciprocity in 1891, when Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Mr. Erastus Wiman 
and their friends endeavored to establish free trade between Can
ada and the United States, did more than a little to secure the pro
tectionist victory of that year.

For years Mr. Smith did not actively participate in civic affairs, 
but in 1890, when a reform wave was sweeping over the commercial 
metropolis he was asked to come forward as a candidate in one of 
the civic divisions. He hesitated for some time, but finally consented 
to contest the west ward if his warm personal friend, the late Frank 
Hart, would also seek a seat in the city council. At that time the 
late Colonel Stevenson was a landmark in civic politics as well as 
in military and social circles, and so well was the colonel known 
that there were many who considered that with him as an opponent
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Mr. Smith had hardly a fighting chance. It was contended that a 
ltoman Catholic could not be elected in such a pronounced Protes
tant district as the west ward, but the success achieved by Mr. Smith 
in that contest proved that the reform candidate’s reputation was 
too well established to leave him a victim of the religious cry. He 
served in the council during 1890 and 1891, on the finance committee, 
and though assured that he could have a second election by acclama
tion, he declined both and the aldermanic and mayoralty honors that 
were offered him.

In a quiet and unostentatious manner he was a generous con
tributor to deserving charities, irrespective of nationality or creed. 
He was one of the most prominent English-speaking Catholics in 
Montreal. As a personal friend of Archbishop Bruchési, Mr. Smith 
was frequently consulted in the church’s temporal affairs.

Mr. Smith twice married: His first wife was Miss Mary A. 
McGlynn and his second wife who survives him, was Miss Margaret 
M. McNally, daughter of the late Bernard McNally. Two sons 
were the issue of the first marriage, Clarence F. Smith, vice presi
dent and general manager of the Ames, Holden, McCready, 
Limited, and Frederick II. Smith, who lived in the West Indies, 
until his death in April, 1912. To the second marriage the follow
ing children were liorn: Rose M.; Charles F., who died on August 
20, 1911 ; Marguerite M.; Francis C.; May G.; and Geraldine M.

The Montreal Herald said of Mr. Smith: “There was no better 
citizen of Montreal than the late Charles F. Smith. He had made 
his way in the world by dint of rare power of business organization. 
In addition he was a man who made friends and held them. He had 
no taste for public life himself, but he had a deep interest in public 
affairs and in the men who in public life supported his views. It was 
so in the affairs of the Board of Trade and resulted in his becom
ing president of that body. It was so in civic affairs and resulted 
in his being much against his inclination, elected to the council. It 
was so in Dominion politics, and if he has passed away before his 
party friends had the opportunity of showing their appreciation, it 
is certain that the fighting ranks of the conservative party had few 
more prudent or more generous counsellors.

“Mr. Smith went to the city council with Mr. Laporte, Mr. Ames 
and the late Mr. Hart at a time when the city had just been aroused 
to the need of wholesale reforms. He played a part of much impor
tance, for with two or three other trained business men he sat in at 
the centre of things, on the old finance committee and supervised a
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general cleaning up of the city hall. It was the good work of those 
days that made possible the larger reforms of later years."

The Montreal Gazette said editorially of him: “By the death 
of Mr. Charles K. Smith another able and successful man has been 
taken from Montreal's commercial life. Mr. Smith through years 
of painstaking energy built up a successful business, from which the 
city benefited as well as himself.

"In the process he won the respect of all with whom he liecame 
associated. Commercial organizations valued his advice. The Board 
of Trade counted him as a wise counsellor. When the city's affairs 
were in need of improvement he served in the council and with his 
associates did useful work in its behalf. He could have had other 
public offices had he desired, hut his preference was for private life, 
lie has passed away at a ripe age, held in regard alike for the quali
ties of his mind and of his heart, and leaving a memory that will 
encourage others to follow his footsteps."
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UCCESSFUL in business, Charles Byrd rejoiced in 

his prosperity not so much because of the opportu
nities which came to him from his wealth, but because 
it enabled him to again and again aid his fellowmen. 
In this he was prompted by no sense of duty but by a 
higher interest in humanity—a genuine regard for his 

fellow travelers upon life's journey. His hand was ever downreach- 
ing to aid those who were struggling to rise and he shed around him 
much of the sunshine of life not only through his material assistance, 
but also through the words of encouragement and inspiration which 
he spoke.

Mr. Byrd was born at Lachute, province of Quebec, March 4, 
1848, and was therefore sixty-three years of age when he passed 
away at Nassau, Bahama Islands, on the 8d of March, 1911. He 
had been a resident of Montreal from early manhood, embarking 
in the grocery business upon his arrival here. This he abandoned 
to enter the Munderloh firm in 1868, at which time its founder, Wil
liam C. Munderloh was in control. After the death of this gentle
man Mr. Byrd entered into partnership with Henry Munderloh, 
son of William C. Munderloh, in the continuation of the business. 
In 1909 the firm was organized as a joint stock company and Mr. 
Byrd had active voice in its control, assisting in formulating plans 
which had to do with its substantial growth and progress. It became 
one of the important enterprises of the kind in the city and through 
his connection therewith Mr. Byrd won notable, gratifying and envi
able success.

Mr. Byrd was united in marriage in 1878 to Miss Kate Mac
donald, a daughter of the late Alexander Roy Macdonald of Mon
treal. During the last years of his life Mr. Byrd was in poor health 
and, accompanied by his wife, had spent two winters in the West 
Indies. He went again in February, 1911, in order to escape the 
rigors of the Canadian winter and there passed away on the 8d of 
March.

His memory is enshrined in a halo of good deeds, for he was con
tinually active in support of organized charities or in individual 
assistance. He gave liberally to a number of the benevolent organi- 
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stations of Montreal and served on the board of management of the 
Protestant Hospital for the Insane at Verdun to which he made a 
contribution of five thousand dollars. He was also one of the board 
of managers of the Montreal General Hospital to which he gave 
ten thousand dollars ; was vice president of the Protestant House 
of Industry and Refuge at Longue Pointe, to which he gave ten 
thousand dollars; was vice president of the Moore Home and an 
officer of the Irish Protestant Benevolent Society, to which his con
tribution was five thousand dollars. He gave twenty-five hundred 
dollars to the Western General Hospital; two thousand dollars to 
the Alexandra Hospital; two thousand to the Montreal Protestant 
Orphan Asylum ; five hundred dollars to the Boys' Home; one thou
sand dollars to St. Patrick's Society, a goodly sum to the Erskine 
church for home movements and a sum of twenty-five thousand dol
lars for foreign movements. He was an elder of the old St. Gabriel 
church on St. Catherine street and afterward joined the Erskine 
Presbyterian church when it was amalgamated with the Chalmers 
church. A high-minded Christian gentleman, the principles of his 
religion permeated his life in all of its different connections and his 
contribution to the world's progress along moral and religious lines 
was a valuable one.
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL JAMES GEORGE 

ROSS, president of the Ross Realty Company, Ltd., 
and favorably known in Montreal as a prominent 
figure in financial circles, was born in this city, Octo
ber 18, 1861, a son of the late Phillip Simpson and 
Christina Chalmers (Dansken) Ross, both of whom 

were natives of Scotland. His early education was acquired in pri
vate schools, with later attendance at the high school of Montreal 
and subsequent attendance at the Ontario Agricultural College in 
Guelph, from which he was graduated with the class of 1881.

Mr. Ross went to the northwest upon an extended trip with a 
view to settling there, but returned to Montreal and associated him
self with his father, who was a representative of the profession of 
chartered accountant. Shortly afterward he was admitted to part
nership with his brother, the business being carried on under the firm 
style of P. S. Ross St Sons, and on the death of his father he became 
the head of the firm. He is a chartered accountant and a member 
of the Association of Accountants and is a fellow of the Dominion 
Association of Chartered Accountants. Aside from his business in 
that connection he is president of the Ross Realty Company, Ltd., 
and as such figures prominently in real-estate circles, negotiating 
and managing many important property transfers.

Mr. Ross has always evinced a great interest in military' mat
ters. In 1879 he joined the Ontario Field Battery, retiring in the 
year 1888. In 1884 he held a commission as officer in the Victoria 
Rifles, retiring in 1891 with the rank of captain. In 1898 he joined 
the Fifth Royal Highlanders and in 1899 was gazetted captain 
while in August, 1906, he was promoted to the rank of major and in 
May, 1909, was made lieutenant colonel. In 1907 he received the 
Long Service medal for officers having served for twenty years. He 
is in active connection with the Montreal Board of Trade and is a 
director of the Crown Trust Company. His interest and support 
extend to charitable and benevolent projects and he is a life governor 
of the Montreal Western Hospital. Fraternally he is a Scottish 
Rite Mason, while in club circles he is widely and favorably ! nown, 
his membership being in the St. James Club, Canada Club, Beacons- 
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field Golf Club, Canadian Club, Montreal Curling Club, Royal St. 
Lawrence Yacht Club, Montreal Amateur Athletic Association, 
Westmount Athletic Club and the Junior Army and Navy Club of 
London, England. In his younger days he was very active in ath
letic sports, especially in running, and he handled the snowshoe with 
expert skill. In 1887 it was claimed that he was “the best man in 
Canada who ever strapped on a racing shoe.” In the winter of 1888 
he accompanied Lieutenant Schwatka in the explorer’s trip through 
the Yellowstone Park and was the only man who came out in as good 
shape as he went in.

In March, 1891, Mr. Ross married Miss Alice Margaret Monk, 
daughter of the late John Monk, an advocate of Montreal, and they 
have two daughters, Marjorie and Evelyn.
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ÇHE name of Charles Albert Duclos figures in pro
fessional circles in Montreal as that of a lawyer 
whose ability has won for him a large clientage. He 
is a man of scholarly attainments, which, added to 
his knowledge of the law, has gained him prestige 
among the successful advocates of the city. A 

native of Juliette, P. Q., he was born on the 8d of August, 1801, his 
parents being the Rev. R. P. and Sophie A. Jeaureneaud Duclos. 
The father was a French-Canadian, while the mother was born in 
Switzerland. The Rev. R. P. Duclos has devoted his life to the 
work of the ministry as a representative of the Presbyterian church. 
Realizing the value of education as a factor for success in any chosen 
field of labor, the father provided his son with good opportunities 
in that direction and after attending the Montreal high school, 
Charles A. Duclos entered McGill University, in which he pursued 
the arts course, winning the B. A. degree in 1881, and then entered 
upon the study of law, winning the B. C. L. degree, with the Eliza
beth Torrance gold medal in 1884. His high standing in scholarship 
constituted the basis upon which his friends budded their belief in 
his successful future, and the faith which they manifested has found 
justification in his professional career. Following his graduation he 
at once entered upon active practice in Montreal, where he has 
remained continuously since. Aside from his practice he is the vice 
president of the Ross Realty Company, which was organized in 1906, 
and in that connection he has displayed sound business judgment and 
enterprise.

In June, 1889, Mr. Duclos was united in marriage to Isabella 
Spence, a daughter of G. M. Holbrook, of Ottawa, and they reside 
at No. 488 Elm avenue, Westmoiint. Mr. Duclos* fellow citizens of 
Westmount called him to the office of mayor, in which he served 
in 1903-6, giving to the city a businesslike and progressive adminis
tration. He is a conservative in politics and he stands for all that 
means progress along material, intellectual, political and moral lines. 
His religious faith is that of the Presbyterian church. His social 
connections are with St. James, Canada, Royal Montreal Golf, St. 
George Snowshoe Clubs, of Montreal and the Rideau Club, of 
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Ottawa. Appreciative of the social amenities of life and readily 
recognizing and appreciating these qualities in others, he has gained 
many friends in these organizations. However, he regards the prac
tice of law as his real life work and bends his energies, in major part, 
toward his professional duties. He was created king's counsel in 
1903, and the years of his active practice now cover nearly three 
decades—years in which he has made continuous advancement as the 
result of constantly developing power in the line of his chosen pro
fession.
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Joseph Potelés learmont
hHE history of a country is no longer an account of

T-jj wars and conquests, but is a record of notable busi- 
Eg ness activity, of intellectual, aesthetic and moral 
8 progress and political management and control. 

While never active in the field of politics, Joseph 
Bowles Learmont was not only highly successful 

where his tastes led, but was as well one of the foremost merchants 
of the city, and well known in the business community of Montreal. 
He cooperated in various interests having broad humanitarianism 
as their basic principle, and he was a connoisseur on rare books 
and engravings. His interests were wide and varied and brought him 
into close connection with many of the leading citizens of the 
Dominion.

Mr. Learmont was a native of Montreal. From the beginning of 
his business career success attended him so that he at length was num
bered among the city's most substantial business men. In all his career 
there was no esoteric phase, his advancement having been through con
structive and progressive methods. Studying the demands of the 
times and the conditions of trade lie was no small factor in the 
growth and development of the extensive wholesale hardware busi
ness of Caverhill, Learmont At Company, of which Mr. Learmont 
was the senior member. This well known house succeeded Crath- 
ern At Caverhill (which was established in 1854) and occupies a fore
most position in its line, with a reputation for commercial integrity 
second to none.

Successful business man that he was, commerce constituted but 
one feature in the life of Mr. Learmont. He was of decided liter
ary tastes and was frequently heard on literary and historical sub
jects. He was, moreover, the author of a most interesting paper 
on folklore, in which extended mention is made of the folklore of 
Canada. Another paper of equal interest from his pen is on The 
Canadian Indian. Mr. learmont was widely known as a collector 
of rare books and manuscripts, etchings, engravings and autograph 
letters, his knowledge of such being that of a connoisseur. His col
lection of Bibles comprised more than one hundred rare volumes. 
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He also wrote on engravings, translations of the English versions 
of the Bible, children’s elementary books, etc.

Mr. Learmont’s keen interest in matters historic was probably 
best shown in his purchase of Quebec House, the home of Major 
General Janies Wolfe, Westerham, Kent, England. The motive 
which inspired him to make the purchase was to secure the property 
for the Canadian people, to be held by them in perpetuity “irrespec
tive of race, language or creed.” His desire was that the Canadian 
people maintain it so that it may lie open to visitors and free to all 
that are interested in Canada. Mr. Learmont always manifested 
the keenest interest in anything associated with Wolfe and had made 
a collection of engravings of the famous general. He also possessed 
an excellent painting of Wolfe's father, the work of Sir. James 
Thornhill.

Mr. Learmont was a member of the council of the Montreal Art 
Association and treasurer of the local branch and one of the council 
of the Archaeological Institute of America. He likewise became one 
of the early memliers of the Antiquarian Society of Montreal.

Mr. Learmont was first married to Miss Amelia Jane Holton, 
a daughter of the late Hon. L. II. Holton, M. P., a prominent parlia
mentarian and statesman. Following her death, he married, in 1882, 
Charlotte Smithers, a daughter of the late Charles F. Smithers, 
president of the Bank of Montreal. Mr. and Mrs. Learmont were 
always in full accord concerning religious and charitable work. He 
was connected with the Congregational church and a generous sup
porter of church and benevolent enterprises. Mrs. Learmont is par
ticularly well known in efforts to ameliorate the conditions of life for 
the unfortunate. She is interested in the movement for providing 
playgrounds for children; is vice president of the Montreal Day 
Nursery; vice president of the local branch of the Needle Work 
Guild, and president and convener of the local branch of the ladies' 
committee of the Victorian Order of Nurses. She is likewise a direc
tor of the City Improvement League; was one of the directors of 
the Royal Edward Institute, and is one of the honorary presidents 
of the Young Women’s Christian Association. She was one of a 
deputation, headed by the Countess of Aberdeen, who presented 
Queen Alexandra an address of congratulation from twenty-five 
hundred women of Canada.

Mr. Learmont was a member of the committee of management 
of the Montreal General Hospital; a member of the board and a gov-
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crnor of the Montreal branch of the Victorian Order of Nurses, and 
a director of the Charity Organization Society. He belonged to 
the Montreal Board of Trade, of which he was for two years a coun
cilor, and in more strictly social lines was a member of the St. James, 
Mount Royal, Montreal and City Clubs. He was termed “a man 
of exquisite taste and deep knowledge on special subjects." He 
was an advocate of all that is most progressive and beneficial, never 
choosing the second best but seeking out those things which are most 
beneficial to the individual and to the community, recognizing every 
man's relation and obligation to his fellowman.

Mr. Learmont died March 12,1914.
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ROMINENT in the business and financial life of the 
city, James O'Connor was numbered among Mon
treal's well known and successful business men. He 
was bom at St. Alphonse, province of Quebec, and 
when a young man in his teens, came to Montreal 
at which time his capital was but little more than 

his energy, pluck and detemiination. From the time of his arrival 
here his attention was largely concentrated upon business affairs 
and he wisely improved his time and opportunities, thus advancing 
step by step until he reached the plane of affluence. For many years 
he had charge of the wholesale pork packing house on Williams street 
and there laid the foundation for his fortune.

For a number of years before his death, Mr. O’Connor had large
ly confined his business activities to the stock market, where he was 
a prominent figure. While a man of sound judgment and keen 
business sagacity, one of his strongest characteristics was his great 
courage and persistency. During the great financial depression of 
1907, when security values were slumping in a manner that brought 
financial min to many, Mr. O’Connor’s fortune suffered a large 
shrinkage. He had confidence in the future, however, and the pluck 
to hold on, with the result that he recouped his losses and added sub
stantially to his fortune, which was estimated at over a half million 
dollars at the time of his retirement.

He was one of the largest individual holders of Dominion Steel 
preferred and also an extensive holder of the common stock. He was 
likewise a heavy stockholder in the Dominion Coal Company.

All his life he was a man of business, which through careful atten
tion brought him substantial as well as honorable success. Mr. 
O’Connor was a figure that attracted attention and he made lasting 
friendships in business as well as in private life. He was known as 
a man of his won!, and always ready to lend a helping hand to those 
less fortunate in life’s battle. Many of his acts of kindness and sub
stantial assistance were known only to the recipients. His acquaint
ance was large and included the prominent business and public men 
of his time.
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Mr. O'Connor held membership in St. Anthony's Catholic church 
and in politics he was a conservative. In his habits and tastes, he was 
most domestic, finding his greatest pleasure in administering to the 
welfare and happiness of his family. The most envious could not 
k'grudge him his success, so honorably was it won and so worthily 
used for the benefit and assistance of others. His nature was one 
of extreme generosity and his example is worthy of emulation.

His sudden death on April 15, 1909, left a widow, a son and two 
daughters. James O'Connor is a resident of Montreal; Margaret 
resides at home; and Laura Esther is now Mrs. G. F. Hemsley. 
Mrs. O'Connor previous to her marriage which took place in St. Pat
rick's church, Montreal, was Miss Catherine Curran, a daughter of 
John Curran, a prominent and distinguished citizen of this city.
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S A MEMBER of the firm of Bastien, Bergeron, 

Cousineau, Laçasse & Jasmin, Philemon Cousin
eau, K. C., occupies a foremost position among the 
legal fraternity of Montreal. Moreover, he has 
gained a reputation as a legislator and is consid
ered today one of the foremost authorities on consti

tutional law in the province. He has important commercial interests, 
and his career has had in its various aspects a lasting influence upon 
the growth and development of the city. He was born at St. Lau
rent, Quebec, on October 25, 1874, and is a son of Gervais and Angé
lique (Grou) Cousineau.

Philemon Cousineau was educated at Sainte Thérèse Collège and 
Laval University, from which he graduated in 1890. Being called 
to the bar, he began the active practice of law in July of that year 
and has ever since continued with increasing success. He is professor 
of constitutional and municipal law at Laval University, which insti
tution of learning conferred upon him the degree of LL. 1)., after he 
had presented a thesis on Corporations. He has also been for some 
time king's counsel and enjoys a profitable and representative practice.

Mr. Cousineau is extensively interested in industrial and financial 
projects which have had to do with the city’s progress, among them 
being the Mount Royal Telephone Company, of which he was presi
dent, and previous to its absorption by the Canadian Light & Power 
Company he was a director of the Saraguay Light & Power Company. 
He is also president of the St. Lawrence Tobacco Company. He was 
mayor of the town of St. Laurent from 1904 to 1908 and both as an 
official and citizen has had no little to do with the progress of that 
flourishing town.

In 1897 Mr. Cousineau was united in marriage to Miss Helmina 
Gendron, and they have four daughters. In politics Mr. Cousineau 
is a conservative and in 1908 was elected to the legislature of the prov
ince of Quebec from the county of Jacques Cartier and reelected in 
1912. He is a tmsted counselor of the party and has done far-reach
ing work on committees as well as on the floor of the house. Public- 
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spirited in the most noble sense of the word, he has ever stood for that 
which is liest for the greatest number. In 1913 he was delegate of the 
Canadian government to the general meeting of the International 
Institute of Agriculture at Rome, Italy.
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Charles tëibron J?iU
511K life record of Charles Gideon Hill constitutes

T,,. an illustration of what the new world has to offer to 
(2 ambitious young men. Coining to Canada as an 
\$ orphan boy, he steadily worked his way upward, each 

forward step bringing him a broader outlook and 
wider opportunities. He became in time a successful 

merchant of Montreal and in later years devoted his time to the super
vision of his invested interests, which included large property holdings 
and stock in many financial and commercial enterprises. He was 
seventy-six years of age at the time of his death, which occurred on 
the 12th of June, 1898, at the old home at No. 247 Bleury street, where 
he had lived for more than half a century. He was born in England, 
but lost his father and mother when quite young, after which he crossed 
the Atlantic and for a time resided in New York. He afterward came 
to Montreal and gradually he worked his way upward in a business 
way, realizing at the outset of his career, that industry and honesty 
constitute the foundation upon which success is built. In time he was 
the proprietor of a small dry-goods establishment on St. Paul street 
and conducted it successfully for many years, but about 1870, retired 
from commercial circles in order to supervise his large estate which 
also included the estate of William Galt. From time to time he be
came interested in business enterprises, holding stock in many leading 
financial and commercial concerns. His judgment was sound, his 
sagacity keen and in the control of important interests he established 
his position as one of the leading and capable business men of the city.

On the 19th of August, 1840, Mr. Hill was united in marriage to 
Miss Margaret J. Galt, a daughter of William Galt, who for many 
years was one of the leading citizens of Montreal. He engaged in 
the tanning business near Glasgow, Quebec, and amassed a very con
siderable fortune. Following his death, Mr. Hill retired from com
mercial interests to supervise the Galt estate. To Mr. and Mrs. Hill 
were bom eleven children, eight of whom reached adult age. These 
children were: William Galt, deceased; Charles G., who also has 
passed away ; Margaret Ewing, the widow of G. M. Patterson, re
siding in Cleveland, Ohio; Robert Ewing, deceased; Adelaide, who 
married Samuel P. Wigg and resides in Lakefield, Ontario; I*wis E., 
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deceased; Helena Augusta, residing in Montreal; Jean Elizabeth, now 
Mrs. E. A. Hilton; Veter Alexander; Emma Louise, who married 
Alln-rt A. Adams and is deceased ; and l)r. Adolphus James Hill, 
deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Hill devoted the greatest care to rearing 
their large family and bestowed upon the children their tenderest love. 
Those who grew to adult's estate were an honor to the family name 
and in full measure repaid the care of the parents, whom they ever 
belt! in reverent memory. It is due to the kind coo|>eration of Miss 
Helena A. Hill,—and to her the publishers are indebted,—that they 
are able to present herewith the excellent steel etchings portraying 
her parents.

Mr. Hill attended services and held a pew in the First Baptist 
church and also in the Church of England, in the Cathedral. His 
membership was in the latter and his wife, who died in 1882, was a 
member of the former. Both were greatly esteemed and an exten
sive circle of friends indicated their worth and the high regard in 
which they were held.
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jRNEST R. DECARY, senior member of Decary, 
j Barlow & Joron, one of the foremost firms of notaries 
! in Montreal, occupies a distinguished professional 
j position, viewed not only from the extent, but as well 
| from the prominence of his clientele. Mr. Decary is 

a native of Montreal and was born on December 9,
1878. He received an excellent education, graduating with the de
gree of Bachelor of Arts from St. Mary’s Jesuit College and begin
ning his business career alone, subsequently joining with him 
Mr. Barlow and Mr. Joron. and he has since continued in that rela
tionship. This firm specializes in railway and bank work and they 
have come to occupy a position second to none in Montreal professional 
circles.

Mr. Decarv personally acts as notary for the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, the Canadian Northern and the Dominion and Traders 
Banks and the Canadian Express Company, as well as for many 
other institutions and corporations.

Although Mr. Decary has never aspired to political office, he is 
deeply interested in the growth and expansion of his city and readily 
gives of his time and means in support of worthy enterprises. In 
politics he is a liberal. He is a member of the Montreal, Royal 
Montreal Golf, University, Royal St. Lawrence Yacht, and Lachine 
Boating and Canoe Clubs, and has views upon business and social 
conditions. Yet a comparatively young man, he occupies a position 
of dignity in the life of the city to which his ripe judgment on matters 
of a commercial or legal nature fully entitles him.
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Joseptj Nielle
iN THE long years of an active professional career 

Joseph Rielle has made continuous advancement until 
he stands today not only as a veteran civil engineer 
and surveyor, but also as one of the most capable rep- 

! resentatives of his chosen calling in Montreal. Each 
year has found him in advance of the position which 

he occupied the previous year, because of his developing powers and 
growing ability. He was born at Laprairie on the 6th of October, 
1888, and received his initial business training with the firm of Ostell 
& Perrault, architects and land surveyors, whose service he entered 
in 1850 when a youth of seventeen years. He continued with that 
firm for four years and then became assistant to Mr. John Page, 
chief engineer of public works. He next accepted the position of as
sistant engineer to the harbor commission and eventually entered upon 
the general practice of land surveying in Montreal and the surround
ing district. He has been connected with extensive surveys for the 
Grand Trunk and the Canadian Pacific Railways and the harbor com
missioners of Montreal and in addition to his general practice has 
made a number of important hydraulic surveys. In 1904 he was 
presented with a testimonial by members of the society of land sur
veyors to mark the fiftieth anniversary of his entry into civil 
engineering and land surveying.

While this has been his chief life activity, Mr. Rielle has done 
important work in other connections. He was formerly vice presi
dent of the Pontiac Pacific Junction Railway, and he has done much 
work of a public and semi-public character, whereby the general inter
ests of the country at large have been greatly promoted. He was sec
retary and manager of the Montreal Turnpike Trust for about fifteen 
years. He was a member of the council of Verdun, Montreal, from 
1875 until 1900 and was intrusted with many important public works. 
He is a life governor of the House of Industry and Refuge, also of 
the Montreal General Hospital, and is president of the Fraser In
stitute and Free Public Library of Montreal. His activities have been 
of a nature that have contributed largely to the general development 
and good, but he has never taken an active part in politics.
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Mr. Rielle married Miss Jeannie T. Goldie of Laprairie, P. Q., 
who was vice president of the Montreal Industrial Rooms and who 
died in June, 1904. Mr. Rielle has his home at No. 90 Union avenue 
and is a member of the St. James Club. He has now reached the 
advanced age of more than eighty years, hut is still active in his pro
fession and in spirit and interest seems yet a man in the prime of 
life.
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B
ICTOR MORIN, prominent in connection with the 

legal profession as a practitioner and as professor of 
administrative law and doctor of laws in Laval Uni
versity, is now at the head of the firm of Morin & 
Mackay, notaries of Montreal. His name is also well 
known in literary circles and his activities and his 

writings have had a far-reaching and beneficial effect upon public 
interests. Born at St. Hyacinthe, Quebec, on the 15th of August, 
1805, he is a son of Jean Baptiste Morin and Aurelie (Cote) Morin. 
In the acquirement of his education he attended successively Girouard 
Academy, the St. Hyacinthe College, from which he was graduated 
B. A. in 1884, and Laval University, which conferred upon him the 
LL. B. degree in 1888 and that of LL.D. in 1910. He studied law 
in the office of Papineau, Morin & Mackay and was admitted to the 
practice of the notarial profession in 1888. For a brief period there
after he was a resident of Acton Vale, Quebec, but in 1890 returned 
to Montreal and is now senior member in the firm of Morin & Mackay. 
He is also custodian of the archives of his late partners, D. E. Papin
eau, C. F. Papineau, Durand and Morin, whose office was established 
in 1841. Aside from his business he has occupied many positions 
of importance and of public trust. While a resident of the town 
of Acton Vale he was seeretary-treasurer of the town from 1888 until 
1890. He has been treasurer of the board of notaries of the province 
of Quebec since 1897 and he has various important business connec
tions. He was president of the Imperial Electric Light Company 
from 1899 until 1901, l>ecame secretary of the Montreal Real-Estate 
Association in 1904 and is now its president. He is likewise president 
of the Crédit Métropolitain, of the Caisse Hypothécaire, of the Mon
treal Debenture Corporation, of the Récollect Land Company, and 
of the Federal Real-Estate & Tmst Company; vice president of the 
Security Life Insurance Company, and a director of the Provincial 
Life and of the Provincial Fire Insurance Companies. From 1897 
to 1910, he was notary to the corporation of the city of Montreal 
and resigned this position in order to run for aldermanic honors. His 
high standing in his chosen profession is indicated by the fact that he 
has been made professor of administrative law in Laval University 
and is regarded as one of the prominent law educators of the country. 
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His public-spirited citizenship finds expression in active support of 
many measures and movements for the public good and his coopera
tion can always be counted upon when the welfare of city, province 
or country is at stake. He has taken great interest for many years 
past in social questions, and is vice president general of the St. Jean 
Baptiste Society, the national association of French-Canadians. He 
was a director of Montreal Citizens Association from 1908 until 1910 
and his position upon the temperance question is indicated by the fact 
that he is now the general secretary of the Montreal Anti-Alcoholic 
League.

Prominent in the Independent Order of Foresters, Mr. Morin was 
its supreme vice chief ranger from 1898 to 1902, and has been its past 
supreme chief ranger since 1905; in 1895-6 he edited and published a 
paper in the interests of that fraternity called Le Forestier. Since 
1890 he has delivered many lectures to fraternal societies and no man 
is better qualified to speak on the beneficent basic principles of the 
organization.

His authorship has made Mr. Morin equally widely known. He 
was actively interested in the literary work of the Cercle Ville Marie 
as its secretary from 1886 until 1888. He is the author of Vingt Ans 
Apres, the second edition of which was brought forth in 1909. He 
is silver medalist of the Ligue Nationale de la Prévoyance et de la 
Mutualité, of Paris, France, and honorary vice president of the 
Antiquarian and Numismatic Society of Montreal. His active inter
est in affairs of vital importance to the city has been manifest in his 
capable public service as alderman of Montreal, to which position he 
was elected in 1910. His political support is given to the libera) party 
and his religious faith is that of the Roman Catholic church. lie is 
prominent in club circles, is a member of the St. Denis and Reform 
Clubs, and is secretary of the Maison des Etudiants. His library, 
which is extensive and well selected, furnishes him his chief source of 
recreation and interest.

Mr. Morin was married in 1898 at Biddeford, Maine, to Miss 
Fannie, daughter of the Hon. D. Cote. In 1896 he wedded Alphon- 
sine, daughter of Victor Cote, of St. Hyacinthe. They reside at 
No. 703 St. Urbain street with their eleven children, and spend their 
summer months in their attractive villa on the slope of Mount St. 
Bruno. His life has been so varied in its activities and so honorable 
in its purposes as to leave an indelible impress for good upon the 
community and through his professional, business and fraternal con
nections Mr. Morin has come to be recognized as one of the leading 
residents of Montreal.
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EAN BAPTISTE DAVID LEGARE, one of the 

most successful real-estate promoters in the city of 
Montreal, was bom in the parish of Sillery, near 
Quebec, June 7,1865. Fortune did not smile on him 
for many years. His father having died when the 
son was an infant of but three months, he was reared 

in the home of his maternal grandfather, F. Cote, of St. Foy. While 
there he acquired his elementary education and latei attended the 
academies at Sillery and Quebec. Manifesting laudable ambition 
from early youth, at the age of eighteen years he began business life 
as a clerk in the general store of Louis Bourget in Quebec. Subse
quently he w-as employed in the wholesale dry-goods houses of P. 
Garncau and William McLimont & Sons in Quebec. Later he be
came a representative of large grain and flour mills and also became 
proprietor of a wine and vinegar manufactory in Quebec. Fate was 
against him and he failed for seventy-two thousand dollars. This 
would have utterly discouraged and disheartened many a man of less 
resolute spirit, but an optimistic nature would not allow Mr. Legare 
to acknowledge defeat and still held before him the promise of later 
success. He then engaged in promoting various undertakings in 
Quebec, but still the results were not such as were desired.

In 1908 Mr. Legare came to Montreal and continued in the pro
moting business, making a specialty of real estate. This proved to be 
the turning point in the career of Mr. Legare and he has since grad
ually but surely advanced to the goal of success. In the past five 
years he has made over three hundred thousand dollars and when the 
sum he had acquired was sufficient to cancel all of his indebtedness 
he made a special journey to Quebec for that purpose. Mr. Legare 
says that through all of the dark days, when the storm clouds gath
ered about him that threatened disaster and defeat, it was his wife's 
encouragement and her faith in his future that buoyed him up and 
made possible his ultimate prosperity.

The principal companies which Mr. Legare has successfully pro
moted during the past five years are: The Greater Montreal Land 
Investment Company, Limited; and The Chateauguay Garden City 
Company, Limited. He was also the promoter of the town of Cha- 
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teauguay. He is the owner of twenty-seven lakes on the seigniory of 
Mille Isles and the water rights pertaining thereto. A strong man 
physieally and mentally, his optimistic temperament makes him an 
ideal promoter. The various business enterprises which he has pro
moted during his career have contributed a great deal toward the 
development of the natural resources of the Dominion.

Mr. Legare was married in Quebec, in 1801, to Alda Garneau, 
daughter of Charles Garneau, ex-sergeant of arms of the Quebec as
sembly. Upon the maternal side she is descended from the De Vil- 
lers and the De Lachevrotiere families, both being of the noblest 
families of France. Mr. and Mrs. Legare are parents of a daugh
ter, Yvonne, who was married in 1018 to Dr. Rene Turcot, and they 
reside in Quebec.
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1IE history of Montreal's architectural development 

would be incomplete were there failure to make ref
erence to Alexander Cowper Hutchison, who, though 
in his seventy-seventh year, is yet active in his profes
sion in which he lias long been a recognized leader. 
His position today is that of consulting architect and 

his utterances are accepted as words of wisdom by younger represen
tatives of the profession. Mr. Hutchison is one of the old-time resi
dents of Montreal. In fact, his entire life has here been passed with 
the exception of a period of three years spent in Ottawa, Ontario. He 
has seen this city develop from less than forty thousand to a metropo
litan center of over six hundred thousand inhabitants.

Mr. Hutchison was born April 2, 1838, on the east side of Queen 
street between Wellington and William streets, at Montreal and many 
years later it fell to his lot in the course of his business, to tear down 
the old house in which his birth had occurred, this being done to make 
room for the Ives and Allen warehouse which was erected upon that 
site. He comes of old Scotch ancestry. His father was William 
Hutchison who came from Ayrshire, Scotland. He was a builder 
in Montreal and afterward was connected with the public works de
partment. The mother, whose maiden name was Helen Campbell 
Hall, was also a native of Ayrshire, Scotland.

Such schools as existed in Montreal during his youthful days pro
vided Alexander Cowper Hutchison with his educational opportuni
ties. When but a boy of twelve years he began to learn the 
stone-cutter's trade under the direction of his father and during the 
winter months for two or three years after he had commenced work 
he attended the school conducted by the late C. P. Watson. Subse
quently he became a student in night school and devoted all of his spare 
time to study, having come to a full realization of the value of educa
tion. He possessed an inherited talent for drawing and to develop 
his powers in that direction he attended drawing classes that were con
ducted at the Mechanics' Institute. He had made rapid progress 
from the very first as a stone-cutter and displayed exceptional ability 
and skill in that direction.
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When scarcely out of his teens he was placed in charge of the cut 
stone work on Christ Church Cathedral and some of the finest stone 
work around the altar in that edifice was cut by him before he had 
attained his majority. After the completion of that building he was 
placed in charge of the cut stone work of the eastern block of the par
liament buildings at Ottawa during their erection, his eff orts in that 
connection continuing through the year 1802. While engaged in 
that work he successfully conducted classes in drawing which were 
largely attended. On the completion of the government buildings he 
was called to Montreal to conduct classes in connection with the Me
chanics* Institute, giving instructions in architectural and geometric 
drawing. These classes were afterward transferred to the Board 
of Arts and Manufacturers and it was while connected therewith that 
he took up the active practice of his profession which he followed for 
many years. The lieauty and utility which have always been salient 
features of his designs are evident in many of the principal buildings 
of Montreal.

Among the many structures designed by Mr. Hutchison inde
pendently or in a partnership relation, and which stand as monuments 
to his skill ami ingenuity may Ik* mentioned: ltedpath Museum; 
McGill University; Krskine church; Crescent Street Presbyterian 
church; Warren Memorial church at Louisville, Kentucky; St. 
Andrew’s church, at Westmount; Montreal high school ami a num
ber of other school buildings; Royal Insurance building; London & 
Liverpool & Globe Insurance Company’s building; Canadian Ex
press Company's building; La Presse building; Queen's Hall block; 
Henry Birks & Sons' building; Lord Strathcona's residence; Mac
donald College buildings at Ste. Anne de Bellevue, Quel>ec, as well as 
a large number of residences in Montreal and elsewhere together with 
many warehouses, factories, etc. One of the most recent expressions 
of his architectural skill is seen in the Chalmers church at Ottawa. 
He has not only practiced his profession as one of its active followers, 
but has also gained renown as an educator in his special field. He 
has lectured on ecclesiastical architecture before the Presbyterian Col
lege of Montreal and he was one of the original members, selected by 
its founder, the Marquis of Lome, of the Royal Canadian Academy 
of Art, and remained its vice president until 1907, when he resigned. 
He has likewise been honored with the presidency of the Quebec 
Architects' Association, of which he was one of the founders, and thus 
has come to him direct recognition of the honor ami respect enter
tained for him by the profession.
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In political affairs Mr. Hutchison has taken a prominent part 
but never as a party leader in the commonly accepted sense of the term. 
With him men and measures have ever been considered before 
partisanship, and the public welfare has ever stood before personal 
aggrandizement. For years he was a member of the council and was 
the second mayor of Cote St. Antoine, now Westmount. His deep 
interest in and loyalty to the cause of education was demonstrated in 
his eighteen years of service as a school trustee. For a number of 
years he was a member of No. 5 Queen’s Company Volunteer Fire 
Brigade. He was likewise a member of the First Company ltifles 
which was originally an independent company and afterwards became 
the First Company of Prince of Wales’ Regiment. He was also an 
officer in a rifle company in Ottawa, while subsequently he became an 
officer of the Montreal Engineers, retiring with the rank of lieutenant. 
He took part in the Fenian raids of I860 and 1870 and was accorded 
the Queen’s medal.

Mr. Hutchison manifests great interest in church work. He 
was formerly an elder in Erskine church, but afterward became con
nected with St. Andrew’s church at Westmount, which had previously 
been known as Melville church but differences of opinion caused a 
split in the congregation and the portion that left took the name with 
them. St. Andrew’s church was then organized and remained on the 
old site, at the corner of Stanton and Cote St. Antoine road. Mr. 
Hutchison was one of its founders and since the organization of this 
church has taken a most prominent part in its affairs. He has been 
an elder for many years, was superintendent of the Sunday school for 
thirty years and since 1880 has continuously served as session clerk. 
He is a member of the board of managers of the Montreal Presby
terian College and was a member of the national committee of the 
Presbyterian Laymen’s Missionary movement in 1909. He has like
wise served as president of the Provincial Sunday School Union of 
Quebec.

No good work done in the name of charity or religion has ever 
sought his aid in vain, and his broad humanitarianism has been mani
fest in his helpful support of many movements to benefit the poor and 
needy or ameliorate the hard conditions of life for the unfortunate. 
He is a life governor of the Montreal General Hospital, of the Prot
estant Hospital for the Insane, governor of the Western Hospital, 
and president of the Protestant House of Industry and Refuge. He 
is an ex-president of the Canadian branch of the Royal Caledonian 
Curling Club and of the Montreal Caledonian Curling Club, being 
now honorary president of the latter and an ex-president of the
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Heather Curling Club of Westmount. He was a warm personal 
friend of the late Hon. Alexander Mackenzie and he counts among 
his close associates many of the most distinguished and eminent resi
dents of Montreal and the province. The Ottawa Free Press has 
termed him “one of Montreal's best known and most honored citizens." 
He has long occupied positions of distinction, not only by reason of 
what be has accomplished along professional lines, but also owing to 
the fact that he has made his life of signal sen1 ice and benefit to his 
fellowmen in his support of benevolent and religious plans and proj
ects. His life has ever been actuated by the highest principles of 
honor and no citizen of Montreal is more worthy of high regard.

On the 10th of July, 1802, in Cobourg, Ontario, Mr. Hutchison 
was united in marriage to Miss Margaret Burnet of that place, and 
they celebrated their golden wedding in July, 1912. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hutchison have two sons and one daughter: William B., of the firm 
of Hutchison, Wood & Miller, architects, who is married; Charles 
Alexander, engaged in ornamental iron work, who is married and 
has two children, Margaret and Lome; and Helen, the wife of George 
W. Wood of that firm. She has three sons: Alexander Campbell, 
George Arthur and Douglas Fletcher.

Mr. Hutchison resides at No. 240 Kensington avenue and has 
lived in that immediate vicinity for nearly fifty years. During his 
boyhood his parents resided on the north side of St. James street just 
a short distance west of Bleury street which was then one of the 
attractive residential sections of the city and Mr. Hutchison relates 
some highly interesting incidents of those early days.

In 1865 when he took up his residence in what is now Westmount, 
that district was supposed to be far out in the country. In fact, the 
nearest residence, other than homes of farmers, was on Dorchester 
West near what is now Greene street. While Mr. Hutchison has 
passed the seventy-sixth milestone upon life's journey, he is a well 
preserved man, active in mind and body. Regular in his habits, he 
has never tasted intoxicating liquors or used tobacco in any form. His 
great vitality has enabled him to withstand three very serious opera
tions since reaching the age of seventy years and his complete recov
ery has attracted the attention of members of the medical profession. 
He is a splendid type of a high-minded gentleman of the old school, 
whose natural politeness and courtesy are in evidence at all times.
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»OUIS DUFOUR DIT LATOUR, member of the 
real-estate firm of Latour 6t Guindon, with offices in 

y2 the Versailles building, Montreal, was born in this 
®) city, June 15, 1807, a son of François Xavier Latour 

dit Dufour of Lavaltrie, 1*. Q., where he followed 
farming, and of Elizabeth (Prud'homme) Latour of 

St. Sul pice, 1*. Q. His great-grandfather was Michel Dufour dit 
Latour, a church builder, and his great-grandmother was Charlotte 
Du Moulin from France.

In the acquirement of his education Louis Dufour dit Latour at
tended the College of Chambly—the Brethren of Christian School, 
pursuing a commercial course. His early experience in business lines 
came to him as office hoy with the Thomas Davidson Manufacturing 
Company, tinware and granite ware manufacturers of Montreal. He 
was in the employ of the company for twenty-six years, gradually 
working his way upward as his developing powers and ability pre
pared him for further activities and responsibilities. He served suc
cessively as custom house clerk, cashier, Ixxikkeeper and as manager 
of the Montreal branch of the business, continuing in that position of 
responsibility for twelve years. No higher testimonial of his business 
integrity, enterprise and fidelity could he given than the fact that he 
remained with one company for over a quarter of a century. He left 
them in 1800 to open a real-estate office in connection with J. M. 
Guindon, a hardware merchant of Montreal, under the firm style 
of Latour & Guindon at No. 1202 Mount Royal East street, where 
they remained from 1900 until 1018. They then transferred their 
business to No. 52 St. James street, retaining the old office, how
ever, as a branch. In May, 1014, the offices were removed to the new 
Versailles building on St. James street.

On the 28th of May, 1888, in Montreal, Mr. Latour was united 
in marriage to Miss Marie Joseph Leblanc, a daughter of Alphonse 
Ijehlanc and Aveline Amirault of L'Epiphanie, P. Q. Her grand
father was a pioneer of L’Epiphanie. Mr. and Mrs. Latour have 
three children : Lydia, the wife of Eugene Brissette, who is with La 
Patrie Publishing Company; René, a hardware merchant of Mon- 
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treal ; and Ernest, who holds a responsible position with The Mark 
Fisher Sons & Company, Limited.

The religious faith of the family is that of the Roman Catholic 
church, and the political allegiance of Mr. Latour is given to the con
servative party. That he is today one of the successful real-estate 
brokers of the city is attributable entirely to his own labors and his 
laudable ambition. Step by step he has worked his way upward, the 
trend of his orderly progression being easily discernible.
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iARIOUS corporate interests have felt the stimulus

V.»j of the cooperation and enterprising spirit of Albert 
My Pierre Frigon, who today stands in a prominent place 
■ on the stage of financial activity in Montreal, his na

tive city. He was bom on the 14th of June, 1872, 
a son of Benjamin and Philomene (Cassan) Frigon, 

the former a general contractor for more than thirty years. Both he 
and his wife are still living. The ancestors of the family were all from 
France and the genealogy can be traced back to the fifteenth century.

Albert P. Frigon was educated in the Catholic commissioner's 
school, Archambault's, where he was graduated with the class of 1888. 
Crossing the threshold of business life, he became bookkeeper for P. 
P. Mailloux, a hardware merchant on St. Paul street in Montreal, 
with whom he remained for thirteen years, his capability and fidelity 
being attested by his long connection with the house. He resigned in 
1901 to become business and financial manager for the Seminary of 
St. Sulpice of Montreal and in the intervening years to the present 
his activities have constantly broadened in scope and importance. He 
is now a controlling figure in various corporate interests and has large 
investments in others. At the present writing he is a member of the 
firm of St. Cyr, Gonthier & Frigon, bankers and brokers, is vice 
president of Viauville Lands, Ltd., president of the Star Realty Com
pany, president of the Compagnie Immobilière d'Outre-Mer, presi
dent of the Canadian Siegwart Beam Company of Three Rivers, 
vice president of the New Ontario Oil & Gas Company, Ltd., presi 
dent of the Société de Construction Lafontaine, president of the ex
ecutive board of the General Animals Insurance Company, president 
l'immobilière du Canada, vice president of the France-Canada Com
pany, president of St. Francis-Valley Railway Company and presi
dent of the St. Francis Construction Company. This recital of 
his connections indicates clearly the breadth of his interests and of his 
capabilities. In various companies he is bending his energies to ad
ministrative direction and executive control and he possesses notable 
power in unifying and coordinating seemingly diverse elements into 
a harmonious and resultant whole. His opinion upon complex and 
involved financial problems is ever accepted with respect and con-
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sidération by those well qualified to judge thereof. He is the vice 
president of the General Trust Company of Canada, president of 
Comité de Surveillance Caisse Nationale d'Kconomie and is a mem
ber of the board of La Chambre de Commerce of Montreal.

Mr. Frigon's activities also extend to various public interests which 
have no hearing upon his individual prosperity hut arise from a deep 
interest in the general welfare. He votes with the liberal party but 
takes no active part in politics. He is a gouverneur à vie de l’Hôpital 
Notre Dame and he belongs to Société St. Jean Baptiste. He is also 
a Knight of Columbus and one of the most sincere, earnest and en
thusiastic workers of the order, in which he has held a number of 
offices. Ilis religious faith is indicated in the fact that he is a past 
president of a number of Roman Catholic societies. Along more 
strictly social lines he is connected with the St. Denis and Canadian 
Clubs. Of the former he is a life member and has also been a life 
member since 1901 of the Montreal Amateur Athletic Association. 
He is an honorary member of the Sixty-fifth Regiment. His official 
municipal sen-ice has been that of mayor of the new village of Sault 
au Récollet, to which office he was called in February, 1910, and as 
school commissioner of the same village, to which position he was 
chosen in August, 1918.

On the 18th of April, 1898, in Montreal, Mr. Frigon was married 
to Miss Malvina Perreault, a daughter of Jérémie and Victoria ( Saint 
Dizier) Perreault, l»oth of whom are now deceased. Her father was 
for a term of years alderman of the city of Montreal and president of 
l’Association St. Jean Baptiste of Montreal. For thirty years he 
conducted business here as a dry-goods merchant. Mr. and Mrs. 
Frigon are the parents of two children: Jeanne, l>om in Montreal on 
the 12th of February, 1899; and Germaine, on the 12th of Novem
ber, 1900.

Mr. Frigon is a most enthusiastic supporter of his natix-e city, in 
which his entire life has been passed, taking keen interest in its progress 
and having firm belief in the great future. He has been an untiring 
worker for the construction of the Georgian Bay canal, acting as 
president of the special commission appointed by the Chamber of 
Commerce of Montreal to take charge of that project. In all of his 
public as well as his private connections he has been a man of action 
rather than of theory, formulating his plans carefully and carrying 
them forward to successful termination.
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[IK JOSEPH HICKSON, who in 1890 received the

Sxy honor of knighthood at the hand of Her Majesty 
w in recognition of ability displayed in the nianage- 
Cfi nient of important and extensive railway interests, 

is classed with those to whom Canada owes much of 
her greatness and her prosperity. He was born at 

Otterburn, Northumberland, England, in 1880, and acquired his 
education there. Throughout his entire business career he was con
nected with railway interests, first entering the service of the North 
Eastern Railway of England and thus gaining his elementary 
knowledge of railway management and operation. He left that cor
poration to accept a position with the Maryport & Carlisle Railway, 
in which capacity he served with credit until 1851 when he went to 
Manchester and entered the service of the Manchester, Sheffield & 
Lincolnshire Railway. Promotion rapidly followed in recognition 
of his capability, indefatigable energy and perseverance, so that after 
ten years he became assistant to the general manager, in which posi
tion his labors engaged the attention of Sir Edward Watkin, chair
man of the Grank Trunk Railway in Canada, who proffered him 
the position of chief accountant of the Grank Trunk in December,

He left England for the new world in the following January and 
made his way to Montreal, where he continued to reside until called 
to his final rest. Here his ability and power soon gained further 
recognition and he was made secretary and treasurer of the company, 
in which capacity he continued until the resignation of C. J. Rrydges, 
managing director of the Grand Tmnk, in 1874, when Sir. Joseph 
Hickson succeeded as general manager of the road and system. The 
policy which he inaugurated was soon felt as a dominant power in 
active management and cooperation. One of his first acts was to sell 
to the federal government the line between Point Levis and Riviere 
du Loup and with the proceeds of this transaction he changed the 
old gauge of the road to the standard gauge of American lines and 
thus effected connection with Sarnia and Chicago. The wisdom of 
this move was soon manifest as it opened up a new field of enterprise 
to the company and marked the beginning of that policy of affiliation 
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and connection which resulted to the benefit of both countries before 
Sir Joseph Hickson ceased to be an active factor in the control of an 
immense system embracing five thousand miles of track in the United 
States and Canada. Sir Joseph served as general manager until 
1890, when he retired from his arduous position after receiving, early 
in that year, knighthood from Her Majesty, the late Queen Victoria, 
in recognition of the ability which he had displayed in the manage
ment of the Grand Trunk Railway System and of the valuable serv
ice he had rendered in developing Canada and her resources. Under 
his management the road had been rapidly and substantially improved 
and extended, connections with other lines being formed which have 
proven of great value in later years. Perhaps the most valuable work 
which he undertook and accomplished was the establishment of the 
direct line to Chicago wholly under control of the Grand Trunk 
system. By this master stroke was secured the best paying portion 
for carrying freight and at the same time gave to Canadian steam
ship companies a large amount of the freight which they carried 
across the Atlantic. It was while Sir Joseph Hickson occupied 
the position of general manager that the length of the road in 
its main and collateral lines was extended from one thousand three 
hundred and eightv-three to three thousand four hundred and eighty- 
seven miles. In railway management he studied each vital question 
from even»' possible standpoint and with almost judicial accuracy 
passed judgment upon the important matters at issue. He was 
largely instrumental in carrying forward the great engineering 
undertaking known as the St. Clair tunnel, which was completed in 
1890 at a cost of three million dollars. His work elicited attention 
from one end of the country to the other, and he became one of the 
foremost representatives of railway interests on the American conti
nent.

On the 17th of June, 1809, Sir Joseph Hickson wedded Cather
ine, the eldest daughter of the late Andrew Dow of Montreal. Mrs. 
Hickson is a native of this city and was educated here. She has been 
prominently identified with the Montreal League for the Prevention 
of Tuberculosis and was one of the promoters of the Royal Edward 
Institute in 1909 and an active supporter of various other similar 
bodies. She is also the vice president of the Montreal branch of the 
Needlework Guild of Canada and has been termed by one of the 
city papers “a queenly hostess." Sir Joseph and Lady Hickson had 
two sons and a daughter. The eldest, Joseph William Andrew 
Hickson, was educated at McGill University, winning the B. A. 
degree on completing the course in mental and moral philosophy in



%it Joseph Dickson

1893, while in 1896 his alma mater conferred upon him the Master 
of Arts degree. He won the Ph. D. degree in 1900 at the universities 
of Berlin, Freiburg and Halle. He was lecturer and tutor in the 
philosophical department of McGill University from 1900 until 1905, 
assistant professor of psycholog)’ and lecturer on philosophy at 
McGill from 1905 until 1909 and has since been assistant professor 
of metaphysics and logic. He is a contributor to the University 
and other magazines and reviews, is a councillor to the Economic and 
Statistical Society, is a member of the University Club and a mem
ber of the board of management of the House of Industry and 
Refuge. He is an enthusiastic mountain climber and a well known 
clubman, belonging to the Mount Royal, University and Political 
Economy Clubs of Montreal and the Alpine Club of Banff. The 
second son, James Claud Hickson, graduated B. A. from McGill in 
1895, and, receiving the B. C. L. degree in 1898, is now engaged in 
active practice as a member of the law firm of Hickson & Campbell. 
He was created K. C. in 1909 and is a life governor of the Montreal 
General Hospital. He is well known as a clubman, his membership 
being in Mount Royal Club, Canada Club, Montreal Hunt Club, 
Royal Montreal Golf Club, Montreal Curling Club, Lafontain Club, 
Montreal Jockey Club, Montreal Racquet Club, Royal St. Lawrence 
Yacht Club, University Club, and Constitutional Club of London, 
England. The daughter. Miss Mary Elizabeth Hickson, is well 
known as an author, having early contributed tales and sketches to 
the magazines. She is also the author of two charming stories of 
French-Canadian life, “Madame Janvier's Church” and “The Call 
of God.”

Sir Joseph Hickson served as justice of the peace for Montreal 
and was interested in several banking, commercial and industrial 
enterprises which he represented on the directorate. He was 
appointed by the Dominion government as president of the royal 
commission on the prohibition of the liquor traffic. He stood for all 
those interests which are effective forces in the progress and upbuild
ing of city, province and country, and the position which he filled was 
one of influence and honor.
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OSEPH MEDARD GUINDON, engaged in the 

real estate business in Montreal since December, 1908, 
was born at St. Ignace du Coteau du Lac in the 
county of Soulanges, on the 23d of March, 1866, a 
son of Jules and Marguerite (Wilson) Guindon, the 
father born at St. Eustachc and the mother at Coteau 

du Lac. The ancestry of the Guindon family can be traced back to 
Pierre Guindon, who was bom in 1648 and died September 27, 1738. 
He married Catherine Rouchallet dit Bergerac, who died August 
22, 1710. To this marriage were bom three children. The eldest son, 
Jean Baptiste Guindon, was born September 15, 1707, and married, 
February 14, 1729, Madeleine Labette. Pierre Guindon, the second 
son, was born in 1708, and died October 7, 1709. Paul Guindon, the 
youngest son, was born August 21, 1710, and married November 16, 
1783, Marie Josette Aube dit Aubert, to which marriage were born 
two sons: Paul, August 20, 1785; and Francois, March 28, 1737. 
Paul Guindon married Marie Amable de Maisonneuve in 1770 and 
had one son, Amable, born in 1772. Amable Guindon married in 1809 
and had a son, Magloire, bom October 15, 1811. Magloire Guindon 
was married in 1885 to Josette Guindon, his cousin. He took up arms 
at the revolt at St. Kustache in 1837, was arrested and imprisoned for 
a period of seven months after the confiscation of the greater part 
of his goods. To his marriage were bom six children of whom Jules, 
born in 1840, married Marguerite Wilson, May 20, 1865, at Coteau 
du Lac. To them were born eleven children, the most of whom died 
at an early age.

Joseph Medard Guindon was a student in l’Ecole du Plateau in 
Montreal, where he completed the commercial course in 1882. He 
then turned his attention to the hardware trade and in 1897 became 
a hardware merchant in Valleyfield, where he conducted buisness for 
nine years. In 1907 he established a hardware store in Montreal, of 
which he was proprietor for two years. In December, 1908, he opened 
a real estate office with L. D. Latour under the firm name of Latour 
& Guindon, in which business he has since been engaged with a large 
capital. He has personally made investments in improved property 
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ami vacant land and his holdings are now very extensive. As real 
estate agent and expert he has a large clientage and his business is 
growing year by year. He is thoroughly informed concerning realty 
values and the energy and enterprise which he displays in carrying 
on his work have constituted the salient forces in the attainment of 
his success.

Mr. Guindon has been twice married. On the 80th of June, 1886, 
he wedded Rosalinda Bourdon, a daughter of Narcisse and Marie 
Anne (Bisaillon) Bourdon, and to this marriage was born one son, 
Paul llerve, whose birth occurred at Valleyfield, April 2, 1808. On 
October 7. 1002, Mr. (luindon was again married, his second union 
being with Marie Rose Anne Sevigny, a daughter of Philias and 
Madeleine ((’antin) Sevigny. The children of this marriage are: 
Marguerite, Marcelle, Suzanne, Juliette, Mario, Robert, Jacques 
and Jean Rodrigue.

While living in Valleyfield Mr. Guindon served as city alderman 
from 1808 till 1004. He manifests a deep interest in municipal 
affairs and all lines of public progress, but has never been ambitious 
to hold office, preferring to concentrate his energies upon his business 
interests, which are now extensive and important.
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individual effort and ability Georges May- 

attained to a position of prominence as a 
itive of the notarial profession in Montreal, 
v senior partner in the firm of Mayrand,
, Ecrément & Melaneon. A native of Port

___ ____nty, he was born at Grondines, on the 21st
of August, 1876, and was educated under Jesuit instruction, attend
ing St. Mary’s College of Montreal and afterward Laval University, 
in which he pursued the study of law, winning his B. L. degree on 
the completion of his law course in 1900. Having determined to con
centrate his energies upon practice as a notary public, he opened an 
office in Montreal in September following his graduation and has 
created and developed an important business at No. 99 St. James 
street, lie has lieen joined by others as his clientage has grown until 
he is now head of the firm of Mayrand, Loranger, Ecrement & Me- 
lancon. He has also taken an active and helpful part in promoting 
the growth and progress of the city and is associated with several 
land companies, including the Greater Montreal Land Company, the 
Summerlea Realty Company and the Sault au llecollet Island Com
pany. He has liecome thoroughly conversant with property values, 
readily recognizes a possible rise or diminution in realty prices and 
accordingly makes his investments so that he has secured good returns 
from his property holdings.

Mr. Mavrand’s public service has also included prompt and faith
ful discharge of the duties of alderman, he being elected to that posi
tion from the Delorimier ward and his efficiency was rewarded by re- 
election in April, 1914. He has likewise filled the office of school 
commissioner and coming prominently before the public in these posi
tions has made an excellent record, creditable to himself and satis
factory to his supporters. In politics he is a liberal and in addition to 
the local offices he has filled he is representing Dorion county in the 
provincial legislature. He is now vice president and secretary of the 
Club Delorimier, is a member of the National Amateur Athletic 
Association and takes an exceedingly active interest in outdoor sports. 
He is a typical man of the times, alert and energetic in action, pro
gressive in purpose and thoroughly alive to the opportunities which 
are presented for business advancement and public improvement.
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