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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

NOVEMBER, 1868.

E have a word to say about
Sunday Schools and Sun-
day School Conventions.
A correspondent has fur-

of the proceedings of the

St. Catherines, Ontario.
As for the rest, we ourselves
witnessed what was said
apnd done at the previous four held in Ca-
pada; and the fact of attendance at them

chows that there was no prepossession |

against them. A faiv trial was accorded
them, so that any remarks we offer are to
be attributed neither to ignorance nor pre-
judice. h
od are the result of calm observation and
carnest reflection.

In the first place we object to the spirit
of arrogance, if wemay be allowed the term,
which has characterized the self-clected and
colficonstituted champions of the Susday
School at these conventions.  They assume
to represent the cause at large. as it they
were the only workers in this enterprize,
overlooking the fact that wherever in these

prosinces there i« a Protestant congrega-

tion thereis alsna Sunday school, and some
congregations have several schools in con-
pection with them. Now the Church of
Eegland in Canada has not been represent-

ed in these comventions, and our own .

church barcly so; and although a few mi-
nisters and laymen of the Canada Presbyte-
rian Church have countenanced them, yet
that church as a whole has taken very little
interest in them. In these circumstances,
for the few workers in the Sunday school
caase who attend these conventions to affect
to monopolize all the skilland all the zeal in
the interests of the religious instruction of
the young, as they have been accustomed to
do, reminds one very forcibly ofthe - three
tailors of Tooley Street.” We have no ob-
jection that individual workers in the cause

pished us with a synopsis -

convention lately held at !

The convictions now to be express-

{ shall meet annually to cumpare notes, and
{ stimulate each other; but we do object to
i the tone of their deliverances, which have
 often reflected upon those who did not re-
cognize this voluntary association as if they
- deserved the fate of Meroz as enemies of
Sunday schools.

We object also to one at least of the fune-
tions they set themselves, that is, of collect-
i ing Sunday school statisties. Itis presum-
- ed that every Christian denominationin the
land collects annually statistics of its own
. Sunday schools, so that if these conventions
are desirous of knowing how many schools
there are in the land, and how many
teachers, and what progress is making
' the cause, it would be very easy for them

* to apply to the conveners of such statisti-
cal committees in each denomination, whose
names are readily aceessible. But this does
not suit the ambitious views of the conven-
tion, which wishes to obtain a recognition
for its lf by addressing every Sunday
school directly, and then inferring that all
that report to it ackuowledge its legitim ¢y
" to legislate on Sunday school questions; and
by setting forth a certain number of schools
belonging to different denominations, withe
out hinting that there are others not report-
ed, it seems as if they would force those de-
nominations who for the most part deny the
right of any such sclf-constituted body to
decide grave questions relative to the reli-
gious 1nstruction of the young, to make
complete returns to the convention in order
to keep their true position in the cyes of
the public, and so it could assume to speak
in the name of all Sunday schools in the
country.
~ Woe object also to  the manaer of parad-
, ing beforcthese conventionsgeatiemen invit-
. ¢d from the United States. )’crsozmlly sach
; men as Pardee, Bolton and Duryea arc ad-
' mirable gentlemen, good men and true, as
well as great eathusiasts in regard to the
| bighest interests of the yonnz; but it is

?
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searcely to be expected that they know the
wants of our Canadian schools better than
those who have had largely to do with them,
and nothing could be more offensive than to
ask clergymen and Sunday school teachers |
of long experience to go to these conventions .
to be Jectured to by Strangers to the coun- i
try and itsneeds. Now this has been habitu- |
ally done. The system which these strang-
ers have generally exhibited has been en- |
tirely unsuited to the circumstances of 99 !
out of every 100 of our schools. It might |
be adopted in Montreal, Toronto, and a’
few other places where facilities for obtain-
ing apparatus and teaching assistance can
be procured ; but the great thing is tomake
the most of' our materials in country dis- !
tricts und small towns and villages. The |
conventions have done little towards solving
the difficultics to be encountered in our
schools, such as the best way of getting the
assistance of male teachers, and of retaining
the interest of older boys in the work of
the schools. The circulars calling the con-
ventions have generslly led those invited to
believe that discussion would take place on
certain points materially affeeting the pros-
perity of Sunday schools ; but an opportu-
nity has never been afforded to those at-
tending to let themselves be heard on such
topics, owing to the monopnly of the time
by long and often windy addresses by stran
gers.  Perhaps as conventionsare peculiar-
ly American “institutions,” those in our
country who are admirers of the ways of
our neighbours may think that these annual ’
gatherings are too good opportunities of as
similating our views and feelings to those -
of the American people to be lost, and hence
the platform of the convention is made the '
means of disscminating Yaukee sentients
but if this is the wish of the wire-pullers
they should honestly confess it, and not
bring Christian people together under false
pretences.  As for us we do not desire that '
American views of things should prevail in
this country. The people of the U'nited
States do everything in crowds—this seems
to be the natural outgrowth of republican-
ism—they live only in public. Now this
is contrary to the British tendeney. It is
in the family that the task of governing !
{ircat Britain is accompliched. The family
iz in the land of our fathers, the basis on
which religion as well as politics is made to
rest.  The people of the United States, like
the French people of 1789, have no indivi- !
duality ; they only live for the republic.
British government is on the other hand -
Abrabamic rather than  Robespierrian. !

. govern itself as it chooses.
. of this duscription the system of the Amcr-
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The Sunday school system of the Ame-
ricans is shaped by thesamesocial tecdency
that moulds their other institutions. The
home training is ignored; their teachers
proceed upon the assumption that all the
religious training the young obtain is gain-
ed in the Sunday school. Hence they ex-
alt it into a position of individual impor-
tance such as has never been accorded it in
our couniry. But that these conventions
are begetting the same tendency in Canada
is evident from the fact that one of the sub-
jects discussed at the late one was “ the rela-
tion of the Church to the Sabbutl School.”
This beais the arrogance of the presump-
tuous Fnglishman who wrote. ““ T and my
King.” Tt is as if men should talk of the
relation of the sun to the carth, of the
parent to the child, or of the body to
the foot. We protest against raising up

. the Suuday school intv a position of

distinction and individuality like thi~
It is nothing if it is not in counce-
tion with and in subordination to the
Church. And we wonder that clergymen
could sit quictly and listen to the preten-

. sions set up for it to be independent ot the

Church. No pastor is justified in abdicat-
ing his right to guard the instruction of
the young any more than that of the old,
he should look upon the young as an inte-
wral part of the Church, and i’ he caunot
personally superintend their religious in-
struction, he should be at least responsible
for the duing of it by others, and so have
the appointment of his own delegutes. The

. only circumstances in which the principle

presailing in the convention in regard to

© the appuintment of teachers would be pro-

per, would be in the case of Univn schools,

_like that of the Five Points, New York.

intended to operate upon those children why
are not connected with any Church. A

. voluntary socicty combining to rescue the

children of vicious parents, has a right to
And fur schoolx

icans, us they arc styled, is admirably suit-

. ed, and the mode of proceeding exhibited

by their representatives at Caaadian con-
ventions, with objectlessons and blach-
boards, could not be surpassed—facilities
for ubtaining all the nccessary apparatus,

and for procuring workmen of the right
stamp in places like New York, being very
reat.

This leads to the remark, that we tahe
exception to the principle running through
all these normal systems of training: the
idea of duty on the part of the young to
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put forth au effort to acquire religious
knowledge is overlooked in larzge measure,
if not wholly ignored.. Everything has to
be done on the part of the teachers to at-
tract the scholars to the school and to be-
guile them into the acquisition of dible
truth. Now, as was said before, this would
be necessary in the case of childreun outside
the pale of the Church, whose parents are
supposed to carc nothing for the souls of |

I

their offspring : but surely the aid of the
parents ought to be invoked when this can
be done to press upon their children theduty |
of preparing their Sunday school lessons. .
This we say, not because we would have
teachers less anxious to make their classes
attractive to their pupils; but because we see
it must lead to serious consequences if every- |
thing must be made pleasant to the young,
and the idea of duty be lost sight of.  Now
this principle marks a difference between
our social condition and that of the people
of the United States. For instance, we
have heard the laugh raised against the
well tried plan of imparting religions in.
structivn to the young in our Church and
country through the medium of the cate-
chism, beeauwse it is unintelligible in
some parts to the chiidren ; but all we have
to answer is that when the new mode of
tcaching has given as good an account of
1tself as the old has, by the general consent .
of mankind, done in Scotland, then it will
be time to sncer at the latter.

We acknowledge that those Sunday
schoul teachers who are able to attend
these camventions, receive very useful hints,
and are greatly encouraged and stimu- |
lated by the spirit of enthusiasm often dis-
played at thew.  But the same good would ;
be accomplished by smaller gatherings, say ;
of those belunging to cach denomination by |
itself. The last three conventions have
been altogether too large, and hence they |
have been, as all large democraticbodies are, |
casily controlled by a clique. We may be !
perhaps thought illiberal in making this -
suggestion, as if wishing to fortify sectar-
ianism, and break one of the few points of
contact between evangelical Christians of -
all shades of opinion. If we were persuad- |
cd that those meeting in these assemblics !
came there deliberately to cultivate charity
rather than to press their own views and .
procure influence for their sects, we would
not offer such a suggestion. But it is quite
cvident that to some, their peculiarities are
all in all, and they have offensively thrust
them before the convention repeatedly.
Better far not meet with pecple of other

i
i
1
)

331

creeds at all, than to meet them and be dis-
gusted with them. Denominational con-
ventions would accomplish all the good
without the accompanying evil. This we
know would not meet the views, however,
of certain minor religious bodies -which
always contrive to be prominent in all mixed
religious associaticns, and to obtain office
from them if anything is to be made by it.
Not having liberality of miud to merge
themselves into the larger and more influ-
ential denominations altogether, the more
ambitious of them scek compensation for
the narrow sphere in which their own ‘reli-
gious community keeps them, by eshibiting
themselves occasionally upon the larger
theatre of these religious assemblies.

ISSIONS to India are
of comparatively recent
growth and even yet their
importance is scarcely re-

alized.  Two pamphlets

now before us,* sivewus a

lively idea of what has been
done. and the inadequacy
of the efforts yet put forth
to rescue India from its

bondage to idolatry.  In company with

Dr. Watson, Dr. Macleod proceeded to

A

“India to visit the Church of Scotlands

Mission there. At the last General As-
sembly, Dr. Macleod delivered an elo-
quent address setting forth the results of'
that nussion. The Foreign Missions Com-

i mittee of the Church requested Dr. Mac-

Leod to corrcct anu publish the speech,
bnt as it was declivered cxtempore from
brief notes, the speaker took advantage of
a few weeks™ rest, ordered by his medieal
advisers, to write out the address now be-
fore us, following the same line of thought
and argument as the speech, but express-
ing more fully his views un India missions.
As the pamphlet contzins a hundred
pages, it cannot be expected we can do
more at present than touch upon a few of the
points contained in it, but we shall endear-
our to make room for copious extracts in
future numbers.

The principal object of the mission was
to obtain information, and in the short

* News of Female Missions in connection
with the Church of Scotland. Edinburgh:
Thomas Paton.

Address on India Missions by Norman
Macleod, D.D. Edinburgh- William Black-
wood & Sons.
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time at the disposal of the deputaticn this '
appears to have been done thoroughly.

The information was sought for from all

sources, and the friendly intercourse they |
had with natives and Europesns is spoken |
of in the highest terms. Passing over
these sources we come to some of the dJiffi-
eulties attending such a missi a as that
to India. It has a population of
180,000,000, varying from the wmost sav-
age to the most cultivated, having various |
religious beliefs, and languages differing as |
much as> Gaclic and Italian. It i within
the memory of living men that the work of
cvangelization has been systematically be- |
gun, having to contend with indiffercnee :
and sometimes positive opposition of pro-
fessing Christians.  Ignorance of the

languages, and paucity of labourers, inter- |
posed difficultics of an almost insuperable |
nature. In India there arc about 500 |
issionaries. There are in Scotland and |
dngland 36,000 orduined Protestant mini-
sters, with vast agencies in Sabbath Schools,
Bible Readers, &e. PYlace the whole of
these in the Presidency of Bengal alone,
leaving the rest of India destitute, and
there would still remain in that one Presi-
dency a surplus population of fourteen mil-
lions without a missionary. Then there
arc the peculiar characteristics of the na-
tives to deal with, the difficultics of con-
vincing them of the truth of Christianity
even after the falsehoods of their own
creed have been demoustrated ; the acute-

ness of the native intellect, which is assis- |

ted by the doubts, objections and opposi-
tion of Kuropcan philosophers of the
Westminster . school of thinking, ecasily
accessible to the educated Hindoos, and af-
fecting them most injuriously, and not
least are the regardless lives a* d conduct
of so-called Christians. These iuterpose
what might almost be thought insuperable
obstacles to the spread of the Gospel in that
land. Notwithstanding thesegreat changes
in public opinion have taken place, the
most revolting of their practices have been
abolished, and it is acknnwledged. intel-
lectually, that the Christian religion 1is
superior to Brahminism, the ~educated
cither becoming Atheists or Deists or else
attempting *o cxplain away its tenets as
mere types and symbols of higher traths
concealed from the common mind. So
great have been these difficulties that it is
no wonder men's hearts failed at the sight
of the task before them and were ready to
give up the undertaking as hopeless. But a
great change has been brought about by the

THE PRESBYTERIAN,

inducements held out to the young natives to
qualify themselves by education for Gov-
crnment situations. To attain these the
passing of a University examination is ne-
cessary, and right missionaries can, by the
use of the mission school, secure a steady
assemblage of from 500 to 1,000 pupils re-
presenting the very life of XHindou society.
These are not mere boys, such as would be
present at an elementary school, but young
men like the students in vurcolleges, and to
them there is not 2 miere sceular edueation
imparted. A thorough Kknowledge of the
Bible forms « part of their training, aii
that can in the meantime be dune tu guin
fur truthan cotrance iuto the heart.  Purt
of the work of these sehouls is to raise up
a native ministry, but there are still serious
obstacles to the success of thiy, although
some progress has been made  One of the
great obstacles, as is pointed out by Dr.
Macleod, in the conelusion, being the lower
status of the native, as compared with the
European missiovary, which is felt as
grievance. In spite of these, the different
mission scheols of India have raised up
from among the converts a most intelligent,
cducated and respected body of native
ministry, whose worth is acknowledged
even by the unconverted natives.

The practical conclusions drawn by Dr
Macleod and supported with much elo-
quence are: that the educational institu-
tions should be supported and kept in
thorough working order; that a special
missionary should be attached to cach in-
stitution ; that the mission should be ex-
tended, and that a retiring allowance
should be provided for each missionary. To

provide for these things being  done,
he recommends, carnest  couvictions,

money and men, and of the latter Dr.
Macleod minutely- describes the kind.
the work to be done and the encowrage-
ment, namely, the remarkable receptivity
of the Hindoo to the influences of person-
al character. Objections arc met and com-
bated, and carnest pleadings are made for
the cause, the support of which is urged
for the sake of the Church, for the sake
of our common Christianity, and for the
sake of India, and the specch is wound up
with a burst of cloquence, a heartfelt as-
surance that there shall be a resurrection
in God’s own time, of these dry bones of a
dead system.

The other (News of Female Missions
contains cxtracts of rcports to show what 1»
doing by the labourers in the Orphanage
Scheme, a holy and interesting work, in
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which, we thank God, Cavada takes her
chare. There is not, there cannot be, bril-
liant successes to record, but therc is a
quiet leavening going on, a preparation for
a greater work, ¢ven in the day of small
things. The report conveys much cucou-
ragement to the friends of the scheme Lre.

E believe the friends of a
diffused, as against a cen-
tralized, Collegiate cduca- .

tion in the Provinee of
Ontariv are un the alert, and
have their plans well laid
for & united and determined

1 cffort tu obtain from the
Legislature, at its pioscnt sessivn, 2 cun-
tinuance of public suy.port to their superior
Academic Institutious. W think 1t pro-
bable that the constitutional right of peti-
tioning will be very wenerally exercised.
This at least suggests itself to us as being
a highly proper course, aud if adupted, we .
hope our readers will avail themselves of
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the opportunity they shal' have of letting
their voices be heard in fzvour of those
cducational cstablishments by which the
country has heen so largely benefited.
There should be, if possible, a petition from
every municipality. e have renson to
know that the attempt made last session to
stop the voting of supplies to these Institu-
tions has cvoked a decided fecling in their
favour. As an illustration, we notice what
has happened in the cectivn of a represen-
tative in room of the late Sir Henry Smith.
There were two candidates.  One of them
belongs to a chureh which professes to be
Lostile to the pulicy of giving state aid to de-
nominational Colleges. The uthier belongs to
the Wesleyan Church, which is deeply in-
terested in Vietoria College.  The former,
in bis address, devoted a paragraph to an

" emphatic approval of the policy hitherto

a-'d upon. The latter was more reserved,
and he lost the clection by several hundreds
of votes. This being the first clection
since the discussion of last winter, is a very
significant inlication of the feeling that
prevails.

Hetos of onv Chureh.

PreseyTERY oF Toronto —This Presbytery |
met according to appointment,at Hillsburgh, 1
op the $th September, for the purpose of |
ordaining Mr. Donald Strachan, preacher of the
Gospel, to the pastoral charge of the Erin
congregation. The members of Presbytery
present on the occasion, were, the Rev. Dr.
Barcley of Toronto, Rev. W. E. Mackay of
Orapgeville, Rev. James Carmichaet of King,
and Rev. William Hamilton of Caledonig, with
Mr. A. MacMurchy, Elder.

Mr. Mackay preached, and presided in the
ordination services, and the Minister clect
was, in due form and with the customary cere-
monies, inducted to the charge. Suitable
exhortations were thereafter addressed to the
Minister, and to the congregation by Mr. Hamil-
ton and also by Mr. Carmichael iu Gaelic.

Mr. Strachan received a2 most cordial welrome
from the people—~which must be all the more
gratifying that they have long known bim and
have had ample experience of his ministerial
gifts, as he has for several years resided awong
tbem, and laboured as a Catechist and Jission-
ary during the intervals of his college sessions.

Special interest attaches to this settiement
from the fact bat Mr. Strachan is the first
ministér ordained over this congregation. Its
members are chiefiy natives of the Highlauds of
Scotlaad or the descendants of Highlanders. |
They cherish a warm artachment to the Church:
of their fathers, to which they have steadfastly !
adhered, notwithstanding theic long compara- ‘

t

tive destitution of regular ordinances in con-
nection with ber.  And now in their prospents
tbey are duly resporsive to the claims which
s1¢ bas upon her children ia this land.

: where the prospects are mo

As carly as the year 1841, they bad the
presence among them of the late John Mac-
Murchy, of Eldon, who spent some time in Mis-
sionary labuur among them, and after bis own
s.ttlement in the following year au West Gwil-
limbury, and tlereafter during bis incumbency
at Eldon, be paid frequent visits to Erin,
preaching as occasion offered to the adberents
of our Church there in their favourite vernacu-
lar, baptizing theic children, and encouraging
them in various ways, thus heeping up their
attachment to thé Church of their fathers.

Scveral other Ministers also visited Erin
and preached there by appointment of Presby-

' {ery ; among these may be named Mr. Lewis of

Mono, and Mr. Carmichael of King. It may
here be stated to the credit of the people of
Erin, that more recently they engaged a Cate-
chist 1o labour among them regularly during
the summer menths—a student of Theology,
whose salary for that service they provided,
year by year, without aid from the Missionary
Fund of the Presbytery. During the last few
summers Mr. Strachar laboured in this field,
and with great acceptance. And now that he
cnjoys the full status of anordained Minister,

| it iz to be hoped that under the Divine blessing
' his labours among them will be greatly pros-

pered.  Already they speak of erecting & new
and substantial Church, of brick or stone, and
altogether there are few districts of tbe country
‘encouraging for
the caunse of our Church.

Mr. Strachan, as some of our readers will
recoliect, commenced his studies at Queen’s
Coliege for the ministry, after he bad reached
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manhood—a special dispeasation having been
granted in his favour by the 8ynod, respecting
the order of his attendance at tbe undergradu-
ate classes. It is satisfectory to find that this
concession bas not been injurious, but has been
instrumental in placing at the service of the
Church the sanctified talents of one who had
given jroof of kis quelifications, othérwise, for
the sacved office. Long may he labour with
much acceptance among an attached people.

PresBYTRRY OF MONTREAL ~This reverend
court held a meeting pro re nafe in St, An-
drew's Church, on the 6th ult, for tha purpose
of takiug measures to liquidate a claim against
the chureh property at St. BEustache. Mr.
Paten waes appointed to preach there or the
18th ult., and provide for the election of new
trustees, in order to secure the succession, aud
make other necessary arvangements towards
saving the property of the Church,

Mir. Laing, & graduate of Mc¢Gill College, ap-
peared before the Presbytery and was examined
according to the laws of the Church, preparstory l
10 his entering the Divinity Hall, Edinburgh. ‘
with the view to prosecuting his studies for the |
ministry in Caoada. His cxamination was ‘
sustained. !

i
{

Tre PresRYTERY oF GLENGART.~—AL a pro |
7¢ nata meeting of this Presbytery, held at St.
John's Church, Cornwsll, on the 2Istinst., it
was upanimously agreed to grant moderation
in & call in favour of the Rev. Neil MeNeish,
AM.A., to become the assistant aud successor (0 ’
the Rev. Dr. Urgubart, who has, for the space of |
forty years,faithfully and acceptably dischaged
the duties of a pastor. The Rev. Mr. Lochead
was appointed to preach amd preside in the |
moderation on the 25th iastant,

THE FOLLOWING PREIBYTERIES W'LL MEET AT
THE TIMES AND PLACES SECERALLY NENTIONED 1~ |
Presbytery of Montreal, at Montreal, in St
Aundrew's Church, on Tuesday the 3rd inst., at |
12, noon ; presbytery of Glengarry, at Cornwall,
on Wednesday the 4th inst.; Presbytery of
Kingston, on the 4th iast.; presbytery of Vic.
toria, a1t Lindsay, on Tuesday the 3td inst.

St. Gasrigy Cuercn, Mostaeir.—The An-
nual Missionary meeting of this congregation
~was held in the Cburch on the evening of
Wedaesday, Oct. the Tih, Rev. Mr. Campbell
in the chair. The attendance was fair, the in-
tereat felt by the congregation in the first year's |
experiment of monthly collections nccording to |
the sclieduls system being great,

The unnual report read was of o nature to
encourage such congregations s bave not
adopted this system to lose no timein doing so,
especially weak and humble congregations,
that are incapable of a great effort. Ia the
case of wealtbier ones perbaps a single canvass
during the year would beas prudentanarrange-
ment a5 montbly collections, although the re-
gult would not bo as great cven in this case.
But what has been sccomplished for cbjects
outgide their own congregational work by the
members and adherents of = new, struggling,
barely sclf-gusteining congregation like St
Gabriel’s, demonstrates very clearly the sound-
ress of the Synod's judgment ip affirming that

|
i
|

! To the Sherbrooke Church Building fund,
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if every congregation in tho Synod adopted the
schedule system, as the Synod has recom-
mended, ample funds would be forthcoming to
meet all the necessities of the Chuish.

The report shewed that the swn £ $312.68¢.
had been raised by the congregatio : in monthly
subscriptions obtained through the agency of
lady-collectors. Of this amount $158.93¢. was
designated by subscribers for specified objects,
and the balance of $158.75¢. was dishursed by
the executive committee to the various claims
brought before them according as these seemed
most pressing and deserving. The usual
quarterly collections for the schemes of the
Church had been taken up in addition, and
were probably not diminished by the fact of
moutbly subscriptions taken up. The contri-
butions were mostly small, none of themexceed-
ing $1.50 per month, while the majority of
them did not exceed 25 cents.

The congregation was for the purposes of the
society divided into seven districts, and these
yielde! as follows :

Distriet No. 1. per Miss Jobnston,......$58.15
District No. 2, per Misses McQueen and

Slecth,... .. Ceeseranaaean veseess 3303
! District No. 3, per Misses Wilzon and
UAD 5113 eewraraes 4473
District No. 4, per Misses McCubbin and
TAE e vevs cvrnmannnns ceeeeaanaes BLIS
District No. 5, per Misses Bertram an
B B (100 A .o 3511
District No. 6, per Miss tMcKenzie, Mrs.
Campbell and Mrs. Hood,....o.... 5115

District No. 7, per Miss McLachlan, Mra.
Stewart und Miss Munro,.....o... 28.00

The following distribution was made of the
funds collected :

To the Presbytery’s Missionary Fund,...$79.89
To the Synod’s Home Mission Fund,.... 77.38
To the Widows' and Orphans' Fund.... 76.55
To the French Mission Fand,.......... 2663
To the Bursary Fund,.. 4.59
30.00
To the Sunday School Association Fund, 10.00
and the balance towards defraying printing
and stationery.

The following resolutions were afterwards
unagimously carried :

1. Moved by M. H. Muaro, second by Mr. W,
Darling, sen.

That the report now read be adoptled, and
that the Trustees of the Qanurch be asked to
print it with tbeir annual statement, in order
to itz wide circulation among the members and
adherents of the congregaiion.

2. Moved by Mr. Geo. Cruiksbank, seconded
by Mr. W. Darling, sen.

That the thaaks of the Association beaward-
ed to the office-bearers for their attention to
their dutics, and especially to the lady collec-
tors for their zealous and eflicieat strvices
during the past year,

3. Moved by Mr. A. Bertram, seconded by
Mr. W, Paiton:

That the following be the office-bearerr of
the Association for the ensuing year: Presi-
dent, Rev. R. Cawmpbell; Vice-Presidents, H.
Muntro and A. B. Stewart; Treasurer, George
Cruikshank ; Secretary, John McPhail ; Com-

-------- “rrave
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mittee, A. Bertram, D. Brymuoer, W. Darling,
sen,, J. Duncan, W. L. Haldimand, W. Hood,
J. Lillie, W. McCuhbin, W. Patton, James
Robertsos, D. Sleeth, and Thos. Watson; Col-
lectors, Misses Jchnston and Irvine; Mrs.
William Hood; Mrs. Cawpbell aod  Miss
Maggie Pation; Misses McCubbin and Tait;
Misses Bertram and Maggie Munro ; Mrs. Hood
and Mrs. McRobie.

4. Moved - by Mr, Laing, Missionary in
Grifintown, seconded by Mr. A. B. Steart:

That the principles on which this associa-
tion i3 founded and its practieal working are
worthy of the Learty support of the congrega-
tion.

The Rev. Mr. Caie, of St. Stephen's Chureh,
Portland,N.B ,was the recipicat of w v aluable pul-
pit gown, at the hands of a fudy vf bis congregu-
tion, who accompanied it with the earnest wish
thet he might be long spared to wear it in the
service of bis great Mastes. Ths gown is &
beautiful piece of workmanship. It was made
in Edinburgh, and i3 of the heaviest and richest
vorded silk, aud is finddy fuished, in the latest
and most convenient putertt,  We nre sure that
«1t Mr. Caie’s friends will ccho the pious wish
of the generous donor.

A Pravewonrrny Act.—During the exces- |

sively warm weather last swmmer, the congre-
gation of Brockville gave their young minister
tive wecks leave of absence, apd undertook the
supply of his pulpit, and paid all expenses con-
nected with it.  This was 2 most considerate
and generous aet. While showing the high esti-
mation in which they hold their minister, it 33
& most commendable example to all other con-
gregations. There i= no class of men who need
tolidays more than ministers, and there is no
clags, we believe, who have fewer than they.
('lerks, merchants, lawyers, school teachers,
and professors are off for the summer months,
while the minister, who has more brain and
muscle work than any of them, bas to drudge
and slave on.  He does this either through fear
of offending his people, and suffering at the
hands of rival dencminations, or from an old
womanish feeling that if he is absent from his
charge for & week everytbing will go wrong.
Now, we bold that this is n great misiake, both
for the interest of the minister and the congre-
gation. Lethim go to the seaside and luxuri-
ste, et bim go to onr beantiful inland lakes
and fish, Iet him go to the backwoods and shoot,
let him go anywhere in the world to get out of
the rat, and break for a time the stereotyped
tenor of his life, and we will guarantee that he
will come back a betier preacher, a better
Christian, aed a traer man. We are glad,
therefore, that the congregation of Brockville
bave acted in this sensible and generous way
with their minister, and we hope that other
congregations ia our Church will do likewise
with their hard-worked and ofien overtasked
winisters.

Bousing »F Maxse AT BercmrrinGe.—We re-
gret to record the destruction, by fire, of the
mause of Beechridge, on Sunday morning, the
18th ult., The origin of the fireis unknown. A
considerable part of the furniture was saved,
l:*;nd the congregation have already begun to

uiltd.

|
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Tue 78va HicBLanorss :—The right wing
and headquarters of this gallant regiment re-
turned to Montrea! on the Tth of October from
Point Levi, where they bad been all summer at
work upon the fortifications erecting there.
On Sunday the 1ith ult, at 8 am., they with
other Presbyterians in the garrison attended
worship in the military Chapel, the old Trinity
Church, Gosford Street. It i3 pleasant to be
able to vecord that tbe military authorities
have conceded in this matter to the Church of
Scotlaad chaplain, xnd to the Presbyterians in
the service, a right which they tuve betore
claimed, but which has hitherto been denied
them, of occupying themilitary Chapel part of
the Lord's day. The Chlapel is rented by the
authorities fur $900, and there was no reason
why the Chureh of England Chaplan and the
adherents of that Churchiin the garrison, should
have the exclusive use of it. ‘Lhe energetic ef-
forts of the Chaplain, Mr. Fraser, have been
crowned withsuceess, and he bag carned the gra-
titude of the Church at large for maintaining the
rights of vur Chureh as equal to those of the
Church of Englund. Genersl Bisset has con-
ceded what General Russell refused.

IN MEMORIAM.

Died, at his residence, Charlottenburgh, on
the 23rd of September last, Fargubar B. McLen-
nan, Esty., in the 73rd year of his age. The de-
ceased was ordained to the offico of the Eldership
in the Churchof Willinmstown i1 the year 1833,
in which office he continued til the day of his
death ; he was elected by the Session for some
years past, to represent them in the Presbytery
of Glengarry and Synod of Capads in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotiand. Mr. McLen-
nan wag a man of integrity nnd talent, exem-
plary in walk and in his attendrnce on the
ordinances of the gospel, yet unpretendiog in
religion, witbouwt hypocrisy ; be took pleasure in
being present at the superior courta of the
Church. Nolonger with us, our hope is that he
has cntered on that rest that remaineth for the
people of God.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

Orexixg oF Sgssien.—The twenty-geventih
Session was opened on the Tth ult. The Prin-
cipal presided. IHaving offered prayer and
made a few obsersations, he criled upon Pro-
fessor Mowat to deliver the opening address.
The subject of the address, the importance of
tbe study of Moral Science, was discussed in &
very able and eloguent manser.

Scsoparsairg—~The following Scholarships
were gained at the Matricalation Examinations :

FIR3T YEAK.

1. Watkins—Hiram Augusiuz Calvie, Gar-
den Island.

2. Campbell—*Archibsald Patterson Kuight
Renfrew. '

3. Leitck Memorial—James Cormack, King-
ston.

4. Mowat—*Malcolm McGillvrny, Colling-
wood.

5. Hardy—Thomas Hendry, Kiogston.
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8:COND YEAR.

1.l Faculty-~*Frederick Welch, Kingston.

2. Trustees—Edwin Hamilton Dickson, King-
ston,

3. St. JAndrew's University — Robert Jobn
Craig, Kingston.

THIRD YEAR.

1. Cuataragui—*Thomas H. McGuire, King-
ston.

2. Kingston—Ebenezer D. McLaren, Komoka.

sWith the honour of having gained twvo
Scholarships.

IxstarLation.—Nathan F. Dupuis, M.A,, was
installed to the Professorship of Chemistry and
Natural Sistory on the 16th QOctober, Univer-
sity day, with the usual formalities. Professor
Williamson, in the unavoidable absence of the
Principal, presided on the occasion,

Doxatioxs To tug Liprary—W. Henderson,
Esq., Toronto, 2 vols. ; Mrs. Ramsay, Montreal,
2 vols. ; United States Patent Office, 3 vols. ; J.
Bawden, Esq., Kingston, 18 vols. ; The Duke of
Argyll, copy of his ¢ Reign of Law" ; Professor
Milligan, A berdeen, Scotland, copy of his work,
« The Decalogue and the Lord’s Day” ; Rev. M.
Nicholson, Edinburgh, Scotland, copy of his
work, “Rest in Jesus” ; Messrs. Sprott and
Leishman, Editors of “ The Book of Commorn
Order, and of the Westminster Directory,” copy
of that publication.

PAST AND PRESENT IN NOVA SCOTIA.

When, in the year 1852, five young winisters,
the Rev. Messrs. Maclean, McKay, Sprott,
Snodguass, and Pollok, moved by numerous
appeals, resolved tolabour in this Province, our

church, having passed through a very trying .

ordeal, wags still in a state of great dilapidation.
Of our Zion it might bave been said: * Al her
people sigh, thaey seck bread.” Upon the
majority of our congregations had fallen times

such as were graphically described by Amos of

old: “Iwill send a famine in the land, nota
famine of bread, nor of thirst for water, but of
hearing the word of the Lord.” For ten years
some nine or ten congregations had been vacant.
Though much had beea done to cheer the hearts
of the people—though deputations of able men,
men of cvangelical power, men breathing a
spirit of charity towards all denominations,
men whose very presence and character killed
a host of walignant calumnies that had poisoned
the air for years, and blackened the fair fame
of one of the noblest reform churches of the
earth, and the mother of not a few ungrateful
children, bad given encouragement to the
people ; and though the late noble-bearted
MacGillivray, whose name will never fade from
the hearts and memories of those who truly
love our Zion, had watched over the footsteps
of the flock inmany o journey, through many a
storm and on many a weary hot day; when
alone he broke the sacramental bread on the
green carpet of carth and beside the clear
streams of this beautiful land~yet many things
past and existing were of a discouraging nature.
The Synod that ten years before had twenty-
four ministers, had now only five. The Synod
of New Brunswick had six. Of course the Sy-
nods were only & name, a3 they did not meet
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for busicess. There was not a scheme in exist-
ence for any purposo whatever, and indeed
there does not seem to have been any schemes
of active benevolence in the Syncd even pre-
vious to the secession of 1843, A lay associa-
tion had been started among the laity, which
had a skelotou existence, and which was meant

i more for heeping the church together than any

special purpose of a religious nature. There
were ouly two congregations in the Presbytery
of Halifax—St. Matthew’s, which was somewhat
languid, and St. Andrew’s, which was very
rauch decsyed. There was no minister in P, E.
Island ; and Belfast, & large congregation, had
enjoyed no regular services since the much re-
gretted departure of the greatly beloved Mr.
Maclennan. Mr. Macnair, who had been in
Charlottetown, had returned home in May, to
make a viva voce statement before the General
Assembly.

Now what is our present condition? I shall
not detail the history of the last fifteen years,
with which we are quite familiar.—There have
been great discouragements. The ministerial
staff bas been several times increased and sgain
reduced. Other four came with me to tle
Provinge, of whom only one remains here. In
the two Synods about twent, new minis'ers
have come and gone in that time. [ shall not
%ive a detailed narrative, but results. The
Synod of Nova Scotin met for the first time
since the secession, in 1854, and since that time
there has been a most marked progress.

A Young Men's Scheme was started at a
meeting held at McLennan's Brook ; to which
the subscriptions used, in its early years, to be
very large. For the first few years of its exist-
ence subscription lists were obtained from our
lcading congregations, amounting to about
$100 each. Since then it bas been sustained by
collections on Sabbath day.—But sustained it
bas been with more or less vigour up to the
present time. The idea from which it sprang
wag the propriety of educating natives for the
ministerial supply, and giving them the advan-
tages of a home university; au idea which
bas been the starting point of our success.
This scheme has been the means of accom-
plisking & great deal, and it i3 hoped that in
one shape or other it will never be allowed to
dic. We may have a university in this country,
but every cburch and every country requires
bursaries for the assistance of those who, in
pursuing their studies, have much to spend
and are not in a position o earn means of sup-
port. 1f Christian parents, who give their
children to a non-lucrative work, make sacri-
fices, the people of the church should share
them. While by this scheme about fourtcen
young men have been assisted in their educa-
tion, upwards of £1000 bave from first to last
been collected. The Syrod of New Bruns-
wick, imitating our example, instituted a similar
plan, and have educated six or seven. Upon
the whole then, the projectors of this scheme
bave no reason to be disappointed, but valuable
results bave been obtained.

Another sign of advancement has been the
maintenance since Jas. 1855 of a periodical,
which bhas rendered valuable aid to religion
and church order during thirtcen eventful
years, The Record was projected by the late
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Mr. Martin and George Sprott, now minister of
the Cbapel of Garioch, Scotlund, its firat
editors ; and the first Number was issued with
Mr. Harper's and my own assistance in the
winter of 1835 in IHulifux. The venture was
considerable, as our nurmabers being small, a
very large subscription list was net to be looked
for. Such a paper i3 quite indispensable for re-
ports, accounts and statements affecting the
whole Church. The Church machinery could
not have been maintained without such an
advertising medium. But thic is the lowest
view; for it is even more necessary that a
friendly advocate should appear before the
public and the Church and advocate our cause
in the open court of public opinton.

Anotber evidence of improvementis the con-
tinued support of home mission schemes, suth
as the Synod Fund, the Home Mission proper,
the Lay Associntion and the Ilome Missionary
Association in the Presbytery of Halifax.
these, exclusive of efforts of a similar nature

in the Synod of New Brunswick, it is estimated |

that during the period in gquestion, a sum of
about £3,001), exclusive of the enormous grants
of the Colonial Committee, has been raised and
expended upon our Home Missions. 'The
Church has thereby shown a proper spirit and
given evidence of gennine piety in her wmem-
bers by the strong coming forward to support
the weak.

Another trinmpl .nt proof of Church energy
has been the success of the Dalhousie College
Scheme  Five years ago it was resolved to cu-
Jdow one professorship in Dalthousie College and
give our pcople a share in the higher education
of the country. Six thousand pounds were re-
quired, as the professor had to be paid during
the three or four years required for the real-
ization of sach 2 sem. And there was not a
member of our Church who did not feel afraid
of the attempt, and by far the majority predicted
failure. Not more than half of our people have
entered with any degree of vigour into the
measure. But what is the result? We have
had our professor for four years, one of the most
efficient in the province. We have a share in
one of the must respectable universities in Bri-
tish North America, cstablished on a most
liberal basis, and the endowment wants only
one hundred pounds of completion, to contri-
buate which you will be invited in a few weeks in
a public collection, which must be easy over the
whole Church. Practically, we may consider
the end gained.

In estimating our progress we cannot omit
mentioning what has been attempted in Foreign
Mission work, to which every Church of Christ
is solemaly called by the very terms of her com-
wission : ¢ Go teach allnations” An overture
was introduced into the Synod assembled in
Holifax, during the summer of 1861, requesting
the Church to take up this very important mat-
ter. The movement was prompted no doubt
by the zeal and success of the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia in maintaining & mission
in the New IHebrides, which has been the
most important of any mission maintained by
any Church in this Dominion. Some were op-
posed to tLc undertaking of & Foreign Mission,
because we were not a self-sustaining church and
wany doubted our ability. However, an appesl

By '
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was made to the congregntions 10 ascertain
what support would be given if such a mission
were established, and the result dissipated every
fear. 1t was found that wemight rely upon three
or fourhundred pounds & year—asum which may
be augmented to five bundred at least since our
union with New Brunswick. Our Church was
quickened a good deal in this important matter
by Dr. Geddie during his vi.it in 1865 ; and
! with his advice the New Hebrides was selected
I a3 the future field of operations,and in the mean-
time the Dr. engaged to distribute a portion of
our funds in the cmployment of catechists.
Now we Lave the satisfaction of reporting that
one of our ministers has offered to becoine our
first foreign missionary, with commendable zeal
and seclf-denial resigning his charge and all the
treasured enjoyment of bis Lwome and native
land, and exchanging for these 1esidence among
savages in a very remote and not very healthy
country. Mr Goodwill presents many features
of character fitting him for the work, and if we
had ourselves been called to make the
selection, we would probably have fixed upon
him, wbo Ly his owa act without conferring
with fi-sh and bluod has come forward so man-
fully and modestly tu the help ol the Locd. The
past delay has been advantageous rather than
otherwise, as it has furnished us from ananuval
coliections with an accamulated fund of about
five hundred pounds, suflicient to meet the out-
lay necessary in the beginning of sucha mission,
and has given time to get through some heavy
undertukings, such asDalhousie College and the
erection of alarge number of new Churches, cre
entering on & matter requiring constant funds.
Mr. Goodwill may probably resign bis charge
next month and go to the States to study medi-
cine for & time—then visit the Churches next
surmmer and leave in the autumn of 1869, What
the result may be it is not for us to forecast.
Whetber it may succeed soon or not, it is good
and right, and is o fulfilment of duty. The
spiritnal gift that saves souls through the word
is oge of the works of God whichwe donotkaow
but we have our part to do.  “ In the morning
sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not
thy haad; for thou koowest not whether shall
prosper this or that.” It is in the gospel vine-
yard as in the labours of science and human
discovery, one often sows and another reaps,
batthe labourers arc encouraged by the promise
that the firal success is certain and the: - reward
is surc. lLooking at the wholc scheme past and
present, both in its inception, its delays and its
present issue, itisfraught with much encourage-
ment and ought to secure our symp. thy, our
support, our prayers.

The last cncouraging feature which 1 shall
mention is the number of new churches erected
r in the last fifteen years. Almost every congre-
. galion in outconneciionin Nova Scotia worship-
i ped fif.een years ago in old churches, many of
| them unfit for use, most of them insufficient in
' size, and all of them far in the reav of the pre-
, vailing taste and advancement of the country.
© No sooner did our people feel their hopesrevive
" of haring once more & well grganized charch
| in the land, than they were moved with the
. zeal of David in thankfully reviewing his pros-

perity, when he said : #“ Sce now Idwell ina
house of cedar, but the ark of the Lord dwell-
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ethincurtains.” Accordingly duringthiscompar-
atively short period, neat and comfortable
churchesinharmouy witbiheimproved tastehave
beenerected all over our bounds-fifteen within the
bounds of the Presbytery of Pictou, namely, at

Pugwasb, Wallace, River Johun, Pictou, Salt’

Springs, Gairloch, West Branch, East Braach,
New Glasgow, Albion Mines, Maclenpan's
Mouvtain, Sutherland’s River, Barney's River,

!
1
t

and Broad Cove—three within the bounds of

ths Presbytery of Prince Edward {sland, name-

i
)

1v, at St. Peter's Road, Brackiey Point and Dog -
Rirer—three within the bounds of the Presby- |
tery of Halifux—opzmely, St. Matthews, Mus.

quedoboit and Truro.
bounds of the Presbriery of Picton, which in-
cludes Cape Dreton, three pew churches are
now in course of erection ; namely, 2t Canso,

In that part of the '

1

River Inhebitant and Baddeck. so that adding '

these to the list, we have in all twenty-four
churches crected during the last fifteen years
in 8 Christisa desomination, which Las just that
number of congregations. Al these with the
cxceptions mentioned are furpished and some
of them have been expensive. After a carcful
calculation I have set down the expenditure
upon this item alone a3 £31,000. It must be
a2dded tbat, with the exceptionof two, all these

short a time, could in many cascs only have
been obtained by incredible effort. Observe
also that these calculations are cxclusive of
Tepeirs and sdditions.

In this review another item of expenditare
cannot be wholly overlooked. During that
pericd po less than thirteen manses bave been
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habits. At this, the other eod of this period,
we have a large Synod with subordinate courts,
twenty ministers, or, with the New Brunswick
Synod, thirty ministers ; a8 Synod Fund, =
Home Mission Schewe, a Lay Association in
Picton, with a similar society in Halifax, a
Young Men’s Scheme, & college aud the com-
mencement of a Foreign Mission, with twenty-
seven new churches in Nova Scotia and three
in New Brunswick, and thirteen new manses in
Nora Scotia, all involving an outlay of £58,000
or £60,000 for ali purposes during tbat period;
and all effected in a lapse of fifteen years, and
that while we had many troubles and dis-
couragements, and were several times broughbt
very low with constantly recurring vacancies,
ibrowing much additional trouble upoa the
preshyteries and settled clergy.

From this review let our people learn, (1)
thenkfulness to God for his wonderful good-
ness, (2) patience under trials, such patience
as may teach us not to fret under afHliction
but labour and waik, (3) faith by which we

. may be nble to trust in Ged, that if we do our

part he will. in his own time and way, do bis
{5) an idea of our true policy for the future.
The Foreign Mission will engage our attention

. after this in addition to the home field. The
churches are out of debt: a result which inso |

built, and in many cases glebes purchased, the *

whole amon:.ting to aboat £7,000, which added
to the forruer sum makes R total of £35,000,
1aid ont upon church property.
the excelient churches belonging to the fol-
lowers of the late Mr. Mlacdonald have many of
them been raised in that time,
in a1, it is belicved, to fourieen. Daring the
same period I am aware of three churches
haviag been erccted in the Synod of New
Brunswick at a cost of £6,000.
of aoy more, not of any manses or glebes baving
beea provided during that time in that Synod.
Not being so twell vessed in the affairs of the

1 mayadd that ’

They smouunt *

I do not know -

Synod of New Rrunswick I craunot be so par-

ticolar. The remark formerly made aboat the
charches is eqaally appliceble to the maases.
i do not thiok that there is debt on any of
them. These statistics are very remarkable
and withoot a parallel in the religious history

of this Province. No religious body bas dune -

as moch in the same time; because no relgions
body bas been so cirrumsiznced as to have it
all 20 do in so short a space of time, owiag to
previons disorganization. Buot my remstk is
none the 1ess true.  Qur people had it to do,
223 they bave doas it. 1 need only allude to

e cstablishment of a2 Synod fond for synod-
ical expenses.

At the beginziag of the last 6f ¢aa years, we -

had in Nova Scotia old churches or noar, no
manses bet twe, ao Synod, no Preshrtery, ao
misisters bt foar, no schemes, no college,
little or no moacy collected. and ererywhere
large congregations withont oxdinances, snd &
whale generation growing up withost charch

iwo Synods receive about £1000 8 Fear from
the Colonial Commitiee, which counld easily be
made the balf by means of Lay Associations
worked as they ought to be, and as they have
never been hitherto. Lasily, cducation for
our future ministers in the country, must be
kept in view,—three points, namely, Home
Missions, Foreign Mission and Education:
These are imporiant considerations for the
future advisers and labourers in the vineyard
of our church.
ArLay PorLok.

FRENCIl MISSION FUND.

Ottawa, per Wam. Hamilton, Esq........... cee ERM
Qacbee, per Rev. John Cook, D.D. ... .. 00
Brockvilie, per George Hamilton, Faq.... e VM
Lancaster, per Rev. Thomas Mclthersan. ... . 1200

St. Paul's Charch. Montreal, per Rev. John
773 1 T e 1.9
S24.9

ARCL. FERGUSON. Treasurer.
Aontreal, 20th Octoder, 1969,

SYNOD'S SCHOLARSHIT AND BURSARY
SCHEME.
Iiddlevilie and Dathoasie. per Rev. DL 3. Melean. §12

JOUN PATON, Treasurer.
Kingston, Outsrio. 20k October, 1§53,

HOME MISSION FUND,

Ringston, por William Ireland, Eaq..ocooaae oo §3.00
neanhaTo., e Rev. F P Sy cocveeee. o 1600
St Gabriel's, Woxtreal, per Rev R Campbesl. . 5543

Waterdown znd Nelsod. per Heary Fdmiron... K03

Quedae, per N. Nelson Ross, FAQe covvvvinieaees. 100,00
Laprairic, per Bev. John B&IT.cooveeeivionnnns 3.0
Valaartier, wr Ret. David Shaaks ... ... 2®
Forpas per A. D, Fordyoe, Ea@ o ovvevieennnenns n=

STRLS

JAMES CROIL, Ssesoiasy.
Oct. 18, 185K
Note.~The spocial ofnrt mede last yoxr for the
Home Misgion Fond, anabled the Tozsporalitioa’ Bossd
tooonlinne the ssmalalowsnoes toall the Minisersoa
the Roll of Synod, azd left a halanoe of adoat 19N,
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applicable to the payments falling due on 3lst Decem- | the continnal exercise of liberahity on the part of alt

ber next, but, as our ordinary revenut has boen per-
manently decreased by morethan $4000, it is evident
that the last pamed paymentscan only be fully met by

our congregation: Many ot them are large and
wealthy, will they vot devise liberal things® Some
are weak and poor, will they not do what they can?

Hotices and Hebietos.

L1FE aP GEORGE STEPHENSON AND OF
a1s SoN, RoBeRT STEPHENSON, &e.—
By SamtenSamices. New York: Har
per Bros; Montreal: Dawson Bros.

Contrary to the usual experience, the
preface to this edition reads like 2 romance,
and any one who unwittingly passes it over
will bave missed more than he is aware of.
Ten years ago, as the preface states,
when the Life in its original form appeared.
there were 15,000 miles of raiiway opened
in Europe; there are now upwards of
50,000 miles. Great Brit-in, which had
then expended £3,000,000 in tweniy-five
vears, has in the last ten years laid out
£2,000,000 additional.  The continental
nations have procecded with equal rapidity.
InIndia all the lines have been constructed
since then. Canada was but beginning,
now therc are 2,200 miles in active oper-
ation. Australia and the Cape of Good
Hope have not been behind, while the
United States possess about 50,000 miles
of railway. The preface gives a very in-
teresting account of the first regulations for
traffic, much of the information being
rather amusing. To give an idea of the
present traffic, it may be stated that in
1866, 274,293 678 passengers were car-
ried by day tickets in Great Britain alone,
and it is cstimated that 39,405,600 ad-
ditional were carried by periodical tickets
or 313,699,265, a nuwber it would take
twenty years to count, taking them at the
rate of onc a sccond for twelve hours a
day. Theamount of wineral and merchan-
dise traffic was in like proportion. To
pass from the preface, over which we could
linger for some time, the work itself opens
with three jutroductory chapters on carly
Schemers and Projectors, Early Locomotive
Models, the Cornish Locomotive and Memoir
of Trevithic.  Into the history of Steph-
cnson’s life and doings, we do not propose
in the meantime to cater, but if any boy
or man is fechng that he hasto contend
with dificalties, let him study Goorge
Stephenson'’s Life, its carnestness of par-

its implicity and true bravery, join-
od with so kindly a nature, his unflinchiag
determination to make himself the master
of the most adverse circumstsuces, his

patient persistence in the face of the most
bitter opposition, and what is often worse
to bear, of the most bitter sneering of men
of seience. To Canadiaas the short sketeh
of the progress of railways in Canada, and
the building of the Vietoria Bridge, the
first suggestion for which came as the
work states from the Hou. John Young,
will be read with interest, more particular-
Iy as this was the last work on which
Robert Stephenson was engaged, he haviog
died two months before it was completed.
We give the work our hearty praise, snd
our best wishes for its large circulation.

Tig Faerie QrEeNe.—By Edmund
Spenser.  New York: D. Appleton
&co. ; Montreal : Dawsor Bros.

Messrs Appleton have projected and
neatly completsd under the name of the
“ Globe Edition” a scries of the poets, in-
cluding Dante. Tasso, Butler. Scott, Mil-
ton, Cowper, &c., Spenser was one of the
poets of the Elizabethan age, whose
 Faerie Queen,” in spite of the difficulties
attendant on a form of the English lan-
guage unfumiliar to us now, has held its
place and is recognized as one of the clas-
sics. The cdition now before us is neatly
got up, clearly printed, welt bound, and of
convenient shape and size.

Tr® HueresoTs.—By SaMtEL SMILES.
New York: Harper Bros; Montreal :
Dawson Bros.

The well koown author of « Self Help™
hasgiven usin this volume an admirsble
work on the Huguenots, beginning with
their rise and tracing their history down to
the French Revolution. The title page
gives by no means a full ides of the whole
history contained in the volume. as in ad-
dition to the nartative of their setticments,
churches and industries in England and
Ircland, there is 2 vast amount of other
information bearing on this persecated
sect, to which to outward appearance may
be traced the supremacy of Britain. Not
the least interesting chapter is the one on
the French Revolauon, that horrid satar-
nalia of blood, when France, shora of all
that had sustained its stremgth, and given
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to it an element of regencration, sunk into
the dead level of bigotry and atheism.
There were but two classes then, the
nobles and those who iinistered to their
luxuries, and the starving populace. All
the enterprising and industrious middle ,
classes who give stability to a state had
been swept away, and when the masses
rose it was like the tiger loosened and
raveping for blood; with none to resist its
madness and delirium. The whole volume !
is marked with the characteristies of the
author’s best style, and cannot fail to af-
ford instruction to the student and inter-
est of a healibful kind to every reader. |

}
New Testament History.—Edited by !

William Smith, LL.D. New York: |

Harper Bros. ; Montreal : Dawson Bros. !

Under the modest title of Studeat’s His- !
tory, Messrs. Harper Bros. have published
a series of very excellent works, of which !
the onc before us by Dr. Smith will be ¢
found exceedingly useful. To those who .
have often been at a loss to convect the !
close of the Prophetical with the opening ,
of the Gospel dispensation, the introduc- !
tion will be acceptable. The volume is
divided into three books. The first giving
the connection of the Old and New Testa-
ment Histories, and sccular history of the |
Jews to the destruction of Jerusalem, em- |
bracing the period between B.C. 400 and ¢
A,D. 70; thesecond, the History of Jesus
Christ, or the Revelation of the Gospel;
and the third, the History of the Apostles; |
or the Founding of the Christian Church.
There are copious notes and appendices.
The maps arc clear and distinct, and the
numerous illustrations add much to the
beauty of the work.

Tre PressyTeriax HisToRICAL “AL
MaNac for 1867.—By Joseph M. Wil
son. Philadelphia: Joseph M. Wilson.

The volume for 1867 has been somewhat
late of reaching us this year, and a press of
other matter has compelled us to leave it
unnoticed for a month or two. The pre-
sent is the ninth volume of this highly in-
tercsting work. Intended to embrace all
the varicus bodies into which the Piesby-
terian Church has been divided in Scotland, |
Caunada and the United States. it has been

{
|
!
|
i
!
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space in the volume, which contains 531
pages, including memoirs of deceased min-
isters,decisions on various questions brought
before the Church Courts, the question of
an adequate support of the ministry, and
the necessity of supplying manses to the
pastor of each congregation. Much useful
information will be found stored up in the
nine volumes now published, which has been
rescued from the oblivion into which it
would otherwise have fallen, from having

. been only published in the ephemeral

columns of the daily newspapers. The
alne volumes may safely be recommended
as a complete history of the doings of the
Presbyterian Churches, as far as falls with-
1n the scope of the author’s design.

VioLer KEiTH; An Autobingraphy.—By
Mrs. Ross.  Montreal : John Lovell.
Mrs. Ross, the authoress of the present

work, is well known in Montreal for her at-

tainments, and by her contributions to
periodical iiterature. She therefore comes
before the public, not as an untried
novice, who might plead inexpericnce in
bar of the severe judgment of the critic
and as a plea for mercifui consideration.

There are, therefore, certain slips which

should be pointed out, into which Scotch

people are apt to fall—and although we do
not know Mrs. Ross personally, there is

evidence in her work to show she is a

countrywoman—which should be corrected ;

a tendency when two pronouns are brought

together to forget that if one takes the

! objeciive. so should the other, as for in-
' stance, ¢ He told him and I.”

There are
some blunders of the same kind which
could easily be avoided if care were takep,
and it isa pity it should not, for Mr.
Ross possesses 2 smooth, casy and flowing
style, lingering occasionally, it is truc, and
so interrupting the onward progress of the
tale, bat not =0 much so as to become
tedious. and very probably the fault is not
even noticed, except by these whose busi-
ness it is to criticise. The cvents in the
volume are understood to have really hap-
pened, although, of course, so altered as not
to give pain to individuals.  Violet Kaith
and her brother Willie, left orphans at an
carly age, are cducated, as they suppose,
at their uncle's expense.  In due course of
time Violet obtains the situation of 2 gov-

conducted with carc and conscientious re- | erness, from which she is driven by the in.
gard to accuracy, and forms an admirable | sane violence of the master of the housp,
book of reference.  As might natarally be { and ultimately comes to Canada, as a gos.
cexpected, the proceedings of the Churches | cruess in aconvent.  This part of the work
of the United States occupy the largest © is the one which will be read with mogt
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interest here, and may help to enable pa-
rents to realise, to some small exteat, the
danger to which those expose their children
who, for the sake of su-called accomplish-
ments, enirust their education to the care
of the nuns. The attraction which the
supposed unworldly life and peaceful occu-
pations of the inmates of conventual esta-
blishments has over some minds is, it is
well known, very great. The real frivolity,
the petty jealousies, the trifling occupations
and the absence of a truly religious fecling,
which pervade the nuuneries, are portrayed
with a reality that must convince every
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one of the truth of the descriptions. Yet
there is no exaggeration or caricature.
The characters of the individuals introdue.
ed arc well drawn. Mrs. Livingstone, the
old pious Scotchwoman, is too real to have
been drawn from imagination, and her
Scotch sayings are Scotch, not merely Eng-
lish expressions and turns of thought trans-
lated into a tongue foreign to them and to
which they are unused. As a Canadian
authoress, Mrs. Ross has claims upon Ca-
nadiaos for a fair hearing. but independent
of this the autobiography of * Vielet
Keith " is sure to win its way.

@The Thurches and thetv FPlissions.

{*ANADA CONVENTION OF SABBATH
SCHOOL TEACHERS,
This convention was held at St. Catherines,
on the 6th, 7th and Sth October, and was large-
1y attended, there being over 500 delegates pre-

sent from various sections of the Provinces |
was .

of Quebec and Ontario.  Th> char
taken on Tuesday =afternoon, by the retiring
president, Rev. F. H. Marling, when Mr. D, W.

Beadle, of St. Catherines, was unanimously ‘

elected president for the present year.
1t held two sessions on Tucsday, and threcon
both Wednezday and Thursday, the sittings be-

ing from ¢ A. u. until nooo, from 2 Ww05pr. .M. !

and from 7 to 10 p. xt. The sescions were invaria-
biy opened and closed with praise and prayer,
and were open to the public, of whom large num-
bers were alwaye present, especiallr at the even-
ing sessions, when the accommodating powers
of 3be large and commodions Wesleyan Methe-
dist Church were tasked to the very utmost.

The subjecis discussed were :—* The relation
and daties of the Church to the Sabbath School, *
introduced by the Rev, Mr. Sutherland.

¢ Sabbath School entertainments, their proper
character and limits,” introduced by the Rev.
John Wood.

- How may wo seence a deeper religions feel-
jng 1 our Sabbath Sckools.” introduced by Rev.
Bichop Richardson.

-~ Sabbath School missionary work, and the
best method to interest children in missions,” in-
troduced by Rev. Dr. Caldicott.

* How maz the inflnence of pacvents and guar-
dians be best cnlisted in the Sabbath School
caase,” introduced by Rev. Mr. Cocker.

¥ The training of teachess and preparation of
irssan,” iatroduced by Rer. M. Cochrane.

- Sandayr School Reform,™ by the Rev. J. H.
Vinceat.

The Rer. Dr. Daryez of Rrooklin, in 2n ex-
ceedingly able and interesting manner, gave an

cxample on Wednesday afternoon of conduct- -
iag a teachers meeting, and on Thursday of con- .
dacting 2 Bible class, at the close of both of -

which he was warzly applanded.

The Rev. 1, H. Vincent also very effectivels
gave an example of his mode of teacliag an In-
fant Class.

On Thursday afternoon the coarvention ad -
journed to the drill shed, where & geaeral meet,
icg of Sabbath Scholars was held, and interest.

- ing addresses delivered by the Rev. Dr. Duryea

. Rev. Mr. Viocent. Rev. Dr. Ormiston and othars.
The Res. W. Millard, the general Secretary,

in bis report announced the number of schools,

" reporting to this coaveation as 3,092, with 26-

' 056 teachers and 188,542 scholars ; of this num-

ber the Church of Scotlaud reports 98 schools,

1 981 teachers and 5,398 scholars.

! The convention mects again next year at
Belleville.

' Scotnasp:—-At a breskfast given to Dr.
McCosh, laic of Belfast, whe leares immediate.
! Iy to take the important office of president of
, the far-famed Princeton Coliege, United States,
over which: Jonathan Edwards and many other
" well-known divines have presided, he said :—
! 1 am called to go to a great country, which
- should acknowicdge its inferiority to our coun-
¢ try only in this, that one is the mother and the
other is the daugbter : where there is an intel-
ligence among the common people such as I
_have not found in any other 1and; and it will
- there be my business to laboar to dring the
two nations, and especially the churches of the
. two nations, to a thorough understanding and
a close friendship in sopporting the csuse of
Christ throughont the world. That people
1 have certainly shown no jealousy of foreigners
in inviting me o occupy the most important
sphere which they could plac: at my disposal.
T am called to preside over a college which iz
second to none in the Cnited States, which has
traiancd several of the presidents of the coun-
try, which a few years ago had onc-fifth of the
whole scnate of the United Siates as its grada-
ates and which has reared some of the great-
est lawyers in the country, and some of the best
minieters and wissionariss in the world. Igo
10 this sphero at a most important time, when
there i3 the prospect of the unioa of a number
of Presbyterian charches favourably disposed
towards the college, in all, of 5,000 Presdby-
terisn congregations (in the cnd, I hope, of
6,000), to constitute by far the largest Preshy-
terian chareh ia the world, and embraciag with-
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in it much of the intelligence and social infin-
ence of the country.”

Dr. McCosh’s loss will be deeply felt, but he
will undoubtedly aim at uniting the Presby-
terians of Britain and America, as far as pos-
sible—a work of no small imnortaace.

OLp Garvrriars.—The Town Council of
Edinburgh having purposely allowed the right
of presentation to lapse, the Presbytery to
whom it fell to fill up to the rvacancy, aimost
uvosnimously agreed present Mr. Wallace
according to the wish of the congregation.

PrespyTERY oF GLASGOW.—Special meeting
of this Presbytery—Dr. Park, Moderator. The
Clerk (Dr. Smith) read 2 call from the congre-
gation of the united parishes of Liff and Benvie
to the Rev. W. F. Sievenson, of Rutherglen.

Mr. Ardrew Fleming and Mr. John M‘Lean ap- |

peared for the kirk-session, and Mr. Jobn Ben-
net for the congregation of Rutherglen, and re-
presented that it was the unanimous desire of
the congregation that Mr. Stevenson should re-
main amoany them. His five years' conreection

with the parish bad been productive of very |

great good ; the schemes of the Church bad
been largely augmented, the Sabbath schoo! at-
tendance greatly increased, and the wants of
the poor very fully atiended to.

tery had decided the case for him: but as he

was expected to indicate his own mind on the
matter, be would say that as he had reason to

believe the kirk-session and congregation were .

unanimous in the desire that he should stay in
his present charge, he felt it would be incur-
ring a grave responsibility were he to resist
their wishes, and in these circumstances, he had
decided to decline the call. On the motion of

Alr. Brownhill, scconded by Mr. Scott, and sup- .

ported by Dr. Smith, the Preshrtery unanimous-
ly agreed to proceed no furtber in the case, and
the clerk was instructed to intimate this deci-
sion to the Presbytery of Dandec. The Rev.
T. B. W. Niven was afterwards inducted to the
Tron Church and parish.

SeranraTs Scitoors.—The oftic.al report of the

M. Stevenson .
said be should bave preferred that the Presby- .
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| greater success than we had imsgined to be
| possible in our Nova Scotia Parliament. If
i skillful lobbying aud clever canvassing ever de-
| served success, it was deserved in this instance.

Knowing well that the name * Separate
! Schools” had become odious to the people of
Nova Scotia, the term Separate was discarded
and Distinct introduced in its place. This ruse
' was well calculated to blind some eyes, but the
Attorney-Gereral induced Mr. Flynun to explain
it, and it turned out by their own confession
that Separate Schools and Distinct Schools
meant onc and the same thing.

It now remaeins for the country to determine
whether our taxes are tego to pay for Separate
Schools or for efficient Common Schools free to
all. If no steps are taken by the friends of
Common Scheols, then they may be certain
that the next session will witness the establish-
" ment of the sectarian system upon the ruins of
" our Common Schools.

It is clear as noon-day that if Separate
Schools are granted to Roman Catholics they
! cannot be refused to Episcopalians. Wesleyans
| baptists, and Presbyterians. In most of our
towns and villages there exist three or four
denominations.  Are we prepared to establish
# Distinct” Schools Tor each and all of these?
The proposal is too ridiculons tobe entertained
Presbyterians being the most
" numerous budy in the Province would probably
" suffer least by the change. But ther do not
seck it.  They ask only for Commou Schools,
to be paid for by all and to be free toall. If
* any people are 100 good, bad, proud, or humble
to be satisfied with the ordinary institutions of
the country, they cat help themselves at their
own expense without any act of Parlinment.
Withall respect, we do not think Roman Catho-
lic children too good toassociate with our owe,
and we know that it will be greatly to the be-
nefit of all parties and sects tbat ther should
freely associate in the ‘“‘sunny days of child-
hood."—Halifax DPresbyterian.

REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMIS-
SIONERS.

' for a moment,

discussion on Hon. Mr. Fiynu's bill 1s nosw be- *

fore the public. Itfully jusufics the brief synop-
sis of the debate given in our lnst, and confirms
our views of the nature and intcotion of the

Lill. We may say at once that it was no sccret .
that Ruman Catholic dignitarics constantly

baunted the lobbies of the House for the last
three weeks of the session,—that every member
was carefully canvassed, and ¢very influence
used 1o secure support. During the discussion
one of the dignitaries referred 0 occupied a
écat, by the Speaker’s leave, in the place usu-

ally assigned to members of the Upper House. _

From this point of observalion he eagerly
watched the fray.
Speaker’s conrtesy, unusual as was the axercise
of it ; we mention the circumsiance to show how
purely ccclesiastical and Roman the authorship
of the bill. Nr. Flynn wassimply the spokes-
man of Archbishop Connolly and Dr. Cameron.
and these gentlemen were acting under orders
from Rome. We kave no right to blame e
gentlemen we have named. They were dis-
charging very eamnestly and *d=citly what they
yegarded as their dnir - and thes met with far

We donot complain of the |

SYNOPSIS OP 1TS RECOMMF  .TIONS.

The London Telegraph of the 21st ult.says -
At last the long cxpected report of thay Royal
Commission on the Irish Church has been
izsued, and we are enabled to judge how mary
of the abuses admitted to exist within that in-
stitution wounld be modified by its own support-
] ers. Rumour, which has been for cevernl
{ reasons specinlly busy about the probable
' tenor of = document 50 important; has on the
whole correctly anticipated the conclasions.
‘ Afteralongandevidently exhaustive inguiry, the
Commissioners concurinmaking aiarge nnmber
ofrecommendations affecting the positions of the
temporalities, and the discipline of the Chureh.
The principal changesare to bea conzoliaation
and a redaction of the dioceses, and suppres-
" sion of certain dignitics and dignitaries, and a
rearcangement of benefices.  The machinery to
* carry ont these changes is songht in the exist-
ing Board of BEcclesiastical Commissioners,
, which will receive an improved constitation
! and calarged powers. Of the twelva united
. diocescs—1wo archbishoprics and ten bishoprics
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—four dioceses, those of Meath, Kilmore, Cash-
¢), and Killaloe, would be consolidated with
others ; Meath being united to Dublin, Killaloe
being divided betweenLimerick and Tuam, Cash-
€]l between Limerick abd Ossory, and Kilmore
between Armagh and Tuam. A majority of the
Commissioners consider that a single archbishop
is sufficient for the Church, aud that Armagh
should be maintained as the Archiepiscopal
Diocese, Dublin being reduced to a bishopric
enjoying precedence over all the other Episco-
pal sees. The incomes proposed are—for the
primatial see of Armagh, £6,000 a year; for
Dublin, £5,000 a vear if maintained as an arch-
bishopric, £4,500if transformed intoa bishopric:
and for every other bishopric £3,000 a year,
with an addition of £500 annually to such pre-
lates as attend Parliament. The corporations
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ly gradual, deraolition of all that had been dis-
tinctive in their national position. An emi-
nent man, an excellent bishop, who had been
laid in his grave two day3 before, had been
wontto say,  1f T live ten years [ shall be the
last Bishop of Peterborough.’ )

It was more than probable, Dr- Vaughan said,
that some of his younger hearers that evening
might live not only to see what was called the
Church of England thrown altogether upon
voluntary offerings for its maintenance—in
which casc some of them might remember in
old age the first collection made in their par-
ish church for the repaira of its fabric, and
the expenses of its services—but also that day

+ when it would at least be an open, and, perhaps

of Deans and Chapters, now thirty in number, .
are to be dissolved, with the exception of eight -

—those of Armagh, Down, Kerry, Tuam, Kil-
Lenny, Limerick, Cork, and St. Patrick’s, Dub-
Bn. The twelve minor corporations of vicars-
<horal and minor canons, Whose object is
the maintenauce of choral Services, would
also be suppressed.  The property of all cathe-
dral corporations would be transferred to the
Erclesiastical Conunissioners, to forma common
fand for cathedral uses. The number of arch-
deacons, at present thirty-three, being consid-
ered excessive, the retention of two forearch
~iocese is suggested as a fair complement. The
duty of rearranging benefices would be imposed

a doubtful question to whom should belong the
churches themselves, and the glebe-houses ;
whether, indeed, there should be left to the old
Church of England, as we might still fondly
call it, any vestige of the legal s:anding which
had made her hitherto the calw shelter of ber
own children, the admiring wonder of foreign-
ers, and the mark of obloguy or envy—as the
case might be—to thousands of her domestic
encmics. 1 am far from regarding this pros-

- pect (he said), be it far or near, with unmixed

cpon the Ecclesiastical Commiissioners, with

power o suspend any bencfice in which the
Church population is less than forty—the reven-
ves of which are thereupon to vest in the Com-
missioners, and to raise the ad valorem tax in all
livings of above £300 a year, where the
Churck population does not amount to 100 in
number. Out of the funds and property thus
acquired, and the revenue, smounting to

£113,000 2 year, already administered by the !

Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Church pur-
poses, provision is to be made for the suitable
augmentation of benefices which are inad-
quately endowed ; but a wide discretion is to
t¢ given to the Commissioners in dealing with
such cases. Proposals arc submitted for de-
raying the expenses of ecclesiastical courts and
registries, repaying building loans, leasing
lands which belong to parochial clergy, cmpow-
cring landowners to redeem the remt-charge
liability. preventing ecclesiastical persons from
alicpating or encumbering their official incomes,
and conferring on the bishops more summary
powers of enforcing residence.  The Board of
Ecclesiastical Commissioners is to receive a
larger infusion of the lay clement, with the ad-
dition of two paid members nominated, onc by
the Crown, and the other by the Lord Primate.

ExGraxp:—Dr. Vaughan, the well known
vicar of Doancaster, has been expressing his
convictions on the subject of the fatare of the
Church of Bngland in language that has ex-
citcdd much sitention. In a recent serwnon he
said i—

8o mapid has been the course of events in
late years, and exceptionally se in this last
sear of zll, that Charch people, he felt sure,
must prepare themselves for s speedy, a searce-

- bope of resurrection to eternal life.

alarm or dismay. 1 have never believed that
the -Establisbment as such, was Christ's
Church in England, or that the withdrawal of
the favour of the state would be putting out in
our communion of the Divine Shekinab, It
is not so much for the Church that I fear, for
I firmiy believe Cbrists words, *Lo, I am with
you always;’ but I do fear a little for the state
when it ceases to have religion. I do fear
somcthing for the average tone of the religion
in our cottages and in our palaces when there
is no longer onc form of worship which has up-
on it the stemp of pedigree and custom, when
it is an evenly-balanced question with every
man, and with every family, whither shall I go
this Lord’s day for God's worship—whither, or
whether any whither? 1 fear that there will
be more and more in many houses of a cold in-
dificrent scepticism, a careless education, and a
godless life. 1 fear that morc and more may
reach old age ignorant of the £:rviour, and go
to their graves without eny s s¢ and certain
For the
church jtself I fear not. In so far =as the
Church of England so called has had Christ in
her and God with her, she is indestructible and
immortal. 1In so far as she has trusted in oot~
ward advantage, and suffered herself ic her
priests or in ber people to become stuggish,
lukewarm, contemptuous, or virtually perse-
cuting, so far lct a change into adversity—God
grant—rcform her.”

Dr. Vaughan's fears may prove to have more
foundation than supposed by mavoy, if the reck-
less innovations which are becoming so com-
mon cannot or will not be checked. Nothing
has cver cqualled the boldness of the past
month. At the Harvest Festieal at St James
the Great, Haydock, the following offerings
were presented to the priest at the sitar :—A

' pig's bead, decked out with flowers, corn, 828

berries ; a large pat of butter, stamped with a
lamb ; & loaf of bread with A. M.+ D. D.on
the crust, two smailer pats of botter, sevaral
white and blue wax candles for use on tho al-
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1ar, richly ornamented white silk chasuble,
stole, and maniple; a lonf of bread stamped +,
another loaf of bread, a splendid bouguet of
flowers, & special offering in money, twelve
fresh eggs in moss baskets. The processional
byman givenout was  Pilgrims of the Night"

A pumber of other Harvest Thanksgiving
services of an estravagant character, utterly
opposed to the practice of the Church of Epg-
land since the Reformeation, have taken place.
A clergyman writes from Brighton of the Rev.
M. Purchas having appeared with outstretched
wings. “TFather Ignatius” and his monks
have been appearing in nmmerows churches in
the garb of their order, RBut perhaps worst of
afl, iz All Ssints’ Church, Lambeth, on the
eve of the day celebrated as the Nativity of the
Virgin Mary, a long procession, thoroughly
Romish, was formed, and =« hymn sung to the
Virgin, in which the following blasphemies
were repeateg 1

« Ave ! Lady, full of grace,
Mother of salvation!

This her natal-day. who came,
Sun of Justice bringing,

Praise her work and love her name,
Rend’ring God thanksgiving.

 Fairest Pearl of Time's broad sea,
Brightest Star of even,

Moie angd betler love we Thee,
Queen of Earth and Heavenly

Lead Thou to Thy Son snd God,
Drear the way before ug;

He Himself that path bisth trod,
And His Love is o'cr us.

* Interceds, when sin is strong,
Chirist thy voice is heeding

* * [ 4 . . L4

If {he bishops have no power 1o hinder such |

thorough Romrnism as this, Dr. Vaughan's
prophecics are too likelr to be fulfilled. “A
laymen” writes to the Times, urging that
some anthoritative court of Iaymen as well as

clergy should be established to conirol depar- |

tores from the doctrines and ,order of the
charch. In the present position, it would be
probably impossible to carry any such measure.
But the Church of Faglacd needs men of
wisdom, and decision, and comprehensive
moeasures, if she is to be presecved from the ut-
ter confusion which the Ritvalists~many of
thew, it is likely, disguised Romanists—are
introduciag.

Stria —There was a general exawination of
all the British-Syrian schools during the month
of July. That of the normal training school
occupicd the three dazs of the 7th, §th, and 9th
July, and exeited grentinterestamong the na.

tives. Onpn the lagt day there were above 1,180 |
visitors, among whom were the pasha of .

Beirat, the mufti, and many other Moslems, and
w130 his exceliency Franco Pashs, the new
governor general of the Lebanon.  The exam.
ination was in Arabic, Eoglish aad Freach, in
the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ment, grammar, history, geography, arithmetic,
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the piano, singing, &c, while the modest selt~
possessed manner of the girls gave much satis~
faction The wufti, in 2 long address, said,
“With the schools hag begun the regeneration
of Syria.” Indeed the Moslems were so
pleased that they begged Mrs. Thompson to
bave a special private exnmination for the bene-
fit of the Mahommedan Jadies, which was ac-
cordingly arranged for the following Thurs-
day. The premises were cleared of all the
men, two black cunuches were stationed at the
gate fo keep guard. The ladies arrived, close-
ly shrouded in white sheets, or izars, which,
on laying aside, disclosed the richest dinmond
ornaments. They sat for three hours listening
with the greatest interest, and were very un-
willing 1o leave at the appointed time. They
were charmed t0 see and  hear their children
and young relatives, and several expressed a
desire to come here as boarders, provided we
tiad private rooms.

“Since 1 was iz Beiritt eight years ago [
biave not witnessed aaything like what ! bave
Huw seen kere in regard to the growth of educa-
. tion and the spred of knowledge, Tuerefore my

admiration is greatin regard towhat I have seen
" in this useful schiool, touching the success of
the daughters of Syria in languages, sciences,
morality, by the care of the honourable head,
Mrs. Bowen Thompson. Therefore 1 offer o
her my hearty thanks for the care she has taken
to spread education in the right direction—
teaching the children of all sects without dis-
tinction ; and I have been pleased in that |
have seen them bronght up in unity and love:
and as these yvoung girls must oue day be
mothers, they will, without doubt, impart to
! their children these same good principles.
Hence unity and civilization will become gen-
| eral, under the shadow of the rule of his mx-
, jesty the suitan.
47 fecd especially obliged to Mrz. Thompson
i for her desire to teach Arabic education in
Arabic, which is their native lapguage.
{ know this school will be very valuable
Syria, snd T congratulate Beir@it for having .
(Signed) “Xesat Fraxco.
“ Governor Geaeral of the Lebanon

“ Jylv 14, 1868.”

The Blind School was commenced in Febra-
ary Iast by a2 brother-in-Iaw of Mrs. Thomp-
son, who was deeply affected by the forlorn
condition of the blind, who are very numerous
in Syria. A small room was hired. and the
master of onr hoy's school charged ench of Lis
i pupils to bring one blind person, o that a
{ goodly number was soon collected.
++ - + - There are abont {wenty-seven pii-
{ pils, and = similar school has been opencd 3t
« Damascus, where Mr. Mott proposes toinirodace
the Seriptures in Hebrew for the benefit of the
blind Jews. The cxamination of the blind
school excited the greatest interest and aston-
ishenent, nod many eyes were filled with tears,

The Gird’s School at Damascas. which was
commenced al the urgent petition of a Jarge
§ number of Jaws, Grecks, Tarks, and even some
+ Roman Catholics, was apemd in May, in a
j small hired bouse. On the 10th of June Nrs.

Thompson writes :—* The schoel alceady nam-
; bers above fifty children of the most respeest-
« able familizs, Jews snd Greeks. The former

;
i
]
]
i

14

¢



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

preponderate. Our house and our forces will
not enable us 1o take sore then sisty, and in-
deed this i5 ample for the commencement.
The Jewish community i3 the most alive to
the necessity of shaking off the lethargy of ages.
Every morning several Jewish ladies make |
their appearance, somelimes at sunrise, brmg- |
ing their daughters with them ; and they lament |
theic own inabitity to profit by these advan. !
tages. Ope of these mothers made many jn.
quiries as t6 our religions views—pictures, ,
images, saints, &c—and finished by saying, |
t1f your school kere is to be like that at
Beritrt, I promise you twenty children of my
own connections: and, indeed, she added,
‘vou maey have all our Jewish childeen’
Several Turkish gentlemen alse have asked
me whether 1 would receive the Makommedan |
girls, and were delighted when assured it was
open to all”?

CAR FESTIVALS OF JUGGERNAUT AYND
SERAMPORE.

The season in Dengal has been exceptional,
Rain somewhal sooner thau usual, and fulling
in such torrents that, in a fortnight, we hat
nearly belf the supply that is usually received
during the four months of the monsoon. Jn-
geminant  Austri it deasissimus imber.  This |
sweather bas been succceded by bright suashise -
and intense steamy beat. This is good for the
€rops, but it is unpleasant and unkealthy.

But, whether it be rain vr sunshine, the pil- -
grimage to the great temple of Jagannath -
(Juggernaut), in Orissa, scems 10 be little af-
fecled. The crowd at Pooree szems 1o beas -
great as ever: so muchso, that the government -
recently issued a proclamation that ail the
accommeodation was taken up,and that no more
pilgrims conid safely go on., “Too late,”
£ays the Hindno Palriot : * why has goverament -
delayed 131l the eleventh hour?” Perhaps the .
criticiam i just. At all events & somewhat
bolder policy in reterence to pilgrimages would
receive the hearty support of 2 Iarge portion of
the native press. The action of government -
should be both earlier and meore decided.
Where it now advises. it shoutd command. To .
allow overcrowding at Pooree is to sllow g !
fearful amount of evil and of suffering. For
one thing, cholerais certain to break out; ital. °
ways does on such ¢ccasions. The public papers,
moreover, tell us that a sudden nundation of
the Rup-narayan river hias swept away five !
hundred of these poor wayfarers. Unspeakable !
are the woes connected with the visit to this #
“Lord of the world.” 1 find respectable men
in Calcutia are in the greatest alamm, as the
festival approaches, lest theic females relatives !
be decoyed away by the wretched Pundas, who |
fo proclaiming the glory of Jagacnath, and
the merit of visiting his shrine. The women *
msy be robbed, and worse; they may never
come back—multitudes never doj and, sito-
gether, this hideous pilgrimage is felt by rany !
of the better informed to be an unmitigated
curse. But the mass, and cspecinlly the
women—remsain 25 of old, “mad upon their
idols.” The men, bowever, and even calight-
cned wes, are largely to blame, The gross |
igaorance of the women is chargeable on them. -
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Aund then, the seclusion in which the femsles
are generally kept makes them long for such
an escaps as a journey to Pooree affords. The
caged bird will fly away whenever the prison
door is open; and who need wonder if it aever

i come back.

The Ratk-jatra (car festival) i3 not confined
to Pooree. { went up to see it at Serampore,
where it is celebrated with considerable pomp.
A few years ngo severe]l men swere crushed tc
death under the wheels of the idols car:

; whether by aceident or design it was impos~

sible tosay, The government, since tlen, haz
redoubled its vigilanee, and some English police-
men wert in the thickest of the crowd.  There
35 just this evil connected withh the arrangement.
The natives may believe their presence to be
an evidence that'gerernment zanctions all that
is done.  Still, one could not recommend that
they be withdrawn.

I'needd not tronble vou with a minute de-

" seription of a ceremony, singularty menaingless
- and with po very distinctive features.
. were two enormous tower-like cars, Hfty feet
" bigh, I should judge, cach resting ou four and

There

twenty wheels; aod when the ido! and his two
companions bad been hetsted wp to the highest
tier, the enormous ropes were pulled Ly hun-
dreds of rabble—certatnly 8o respectably-dres-
sed soan put his hand 10 the rope—and with a
sound like growly thunder, the small wheels
slowly revolved, and the huge machine moved
on, amid shouts of Furres bol, Hurree bol.
Hymos were sung in praise of the idol, by com-
panies bere and there.  There was some dane-

' g, atso, though not rouck.

Were I'to judge from what Tsaw, 1sbouid think
that the glory of the Jagannath, in this part of
indin, i3 on the wane. Deep earnestness, or
religious excitement, such as 1 have often secn,
both among Hindus and Mussulmass, I could
not trace at all.  The siagers sang with little
spirit; the dancers laughed a3 they capered
about, and I thought they were quizzing each
other's wovements. 1 conversed with s good
many people (the noise was 100 great to aljow
of preaching), but they rather hung their
heads, after a few remarks and questions in
reference to their god. Several agenis from
various socictics—both Kuropeans and natives
~—were present, distributing tracis: and these
were eagerly taken.

One ihing saddened me n good deal. ] mex
several educated young men from Calentir,
whom I kaew tobe active members of a Hierary
socicty here.  They were so far taxing part in
the ceremonies: and one of them had com-
posed one of the hymns sung that day in praise
of Jagannath. 1 tried to show them that this
was wrong : but my arguments gid not con-
vince. *Some of you pocts,” said they,
“ywrite hyrons in celebration of the gods of
Greece and Rome, without believing in them :
why may not we do 50 in praise of Jagnnnath,
though we bave Jost all fuith in him 7° When
they found that the annlogy broke down, they
plended that as the owner of the car wWas =
specint friend, and bad sent them 2 special in-
vitation, they conld not refuse to come ; polite-
ness compelled atteadance.

Now, this i3 one of the most melancholy
characteristics of Calcutts, that, althoagh =«
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vest number of the higher and middle ranks
have discarded all belief in Hinduism, notone
in ten, nor one in twenty, will bear witness
against it. Thoy say that things will right
themselves in time; meanwhile, they comply
with idolatrous observances, whenever their
omission would expose them to remark on the
part of their relatives and friends. All bionour,
then, to those who come out and are separate,
joining the Church of Christ. Houour, also,
o those—chiefly members of the Brabhma Samaj,
—who act up to their light, and refuse to coun-
tenance idolatrous rites. Very sharp are the
criticisms which T hear passed by many educa-
ted natives on the leaders of the Brahma Samaj,
but the latter, at all events, are speaking out
and to some cxtent acting out, their convic-
tions. The abominations in which they bave
ceased to believe, they publicly denounce; and
freely take the consequences. Therefore do |
hionour them, notwithstanding their short-
comings.—Christian Worl.

JEWISH MISSION.
ABYSSINIA.

We present our readers this month with the
1rst part of Mr. Staiger's report of his labours
and sufferings in Abyssinia, which, we doubt
not, will be perused by all of them with the
deepest sympathy, and, we trust, will lead many
of them to take o greater interest in the mis-
sionaries, and in the cause for which they have
suffered so much and so patiently.

REPORT OF W. STAIGER TO THE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND.

% In trring to give a report of our last trials
and experiences, I cannot begin but with the
expression of the Psalmist (ix. 1,) ¢I will praise
Thee, O Liord, withmy whole heart ; Iwillshow
forth all Thy marvellous works.! The Lord has
done great things, whereof we are glad. He
has turned our captivity; He has delivered us
out of the lion's den; indeed, I am like them
that dream. He has done for me things which
I never thought to be possible. There is no
doubt our final release is the consequence of the
carnest prayers and Supplications of many of
His children ; and we cannot but humble our-
selves before the throne of grace and thank
Him for al! his mercies which be has bestowed
upon us,

# Itis already more than six years since Mr.
Brandeis and myself went to Abyssinia, in or-
der to proclaim the blessed Gospel of our Lord
amongst the Jews or Falashas there. We had
apparently, though a heavy task—aunited with
great and manifold difficaltics—yet 2 hopeful
and promising work before us. * We had scon
overcome the greatest difficulties of the lap-
guage, and began our work at Darna with the
trust in God, to whose help and saccour we
entirely adhered. We feand open doors and
open hearts amongst the Falashas, and the Lord
blessed our work beyond all expectations. We
scarcely spent a year amongst them when 23
inquirers came to us for instruction, teally anx-
ious to find the way of salvation. We visited
the Falaskas in tbeir villages, and they came to
us to our house. where we had the most inter-
-estiog conversations with them.  Every Sunday
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afiernoon we had divine service in the Ambaric
language, which was for the most part well at-
tended by Falashas as well as by Christians.
We had schoolg at different places, all prosper-
ing and greatly promising, when the first stroke
came upon us like a flash of lightning from the
clear firmament. Although we were not with-
out some anticipation that a thunderstorm
would soner or later come upon us, still, when
it came, so suddenly aud so terribly, iv found
us quite unprepared. We were quite mistaken
in the King, as we never thought him capable
of what he bas done. I myseif would never
have believed that he would ill-treat the per-
son of a Furopean; but only too soon bad we
to learn that neither the native nor the stranger
was sacred in his eyes. Mr. Stero, missionary
of the London Jev-ish Society, was cruelly ill-
treated, afier some papers of Mr. Stern’s, Mr.
Rosenthal’s, and Mr. Flad's were found, which
spoke not very favourably of his cruelty ; and
besides, as he wag never a great friend of the
mission and missionaries in general, he usecd
the opportunity, and chained us 100, no doubt,
merely for the purpose of putting a stop to our
work, the progress of which created suspiciox
and hatred in him. We were brought to Gon-
dar in chains; all our property was confiscated
and our books and papers strictly exam-
ined whether they contained e.oything unfavour-
able to him ; but when he found no evidence
aguinst us, we were set free again, and even ai-
lowed to continue our mission amongst th
Falashas. We went back to our station, which
we had to remove from Darpa to Genda by ese
pecial order of the King. We had scarcely
arrived there, ansd made arrangements to
rebuild our houses at Genda, when anothe.
order of the King came, which summoned we
to come at once 10 Gondar to the camp. I wu»
rather courteously received by the King; but
a few days afterwards, when Consul Cameron
asked leave from the King to go down to Mas-
sowah, according to the memorandum he had re-
ceived from the Government, he was at once
put in chains, and we who were with him inthe
camp also, because we were looked at as enjoy-
ing British protection. Our prison was a text
within an enclosure, and surrounded, especially
durirg the night, byabout 200soldiers. We were
two and two chained together to a soldier, at t
in this position we had to remain for one montl,
when, by the intercession of our brethren and
friends who were in the King’s service and it
favour, we were released; whilst the Consul
Cameron, Messrs. Stern, and Rosenthal, and
those who were in Consul Cameros’s service, re-
mained in chains. We were sent by order of
the King to Gaffat, and ordered to reman
there until the differeaces between the King acd
the British Government were settled. Thereby
our mission was stopped aud actually des-
troyed, ns no Falashas lice in Bagemeder, in
to which provinee Gaffet lies. We bad of courseto
obey that command, as the King could never bear
hear remonstrances or objections. We remain-
ed there for more than two years, and gpeni our
timo chiefly in instructing tbe children of the
Europeans aod Abyssinians living at Gaffat.
At the same time we visited thoso of our prose-
Irtes who followed ns from Dembea. Wo had
during our stay at Gaffat six of them baptised ;
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the rest were scattered and driven about when
Dembes, in which province Darna was lyiog,
was plundered and destroyed by tbe King.
Some of them joined the Jews at QOnara, whither
they fled ; othersdied from starvation, to which
they were exposed by thbe bavoc the King and
his army committed there. By-and-by we be-
came more and more convinced that our expec-
tations, which we, at the beginning of our
trials, still entertained regarding our mission
and situation, were hopeless for the present,
and asked, therefore, Mr. Rassam, when he came
to Abyssiniain the year 1866—sent by her Majesty
the Queen, in order to release Consul Cameron
and the other prisoners—to speak to the Xing
in our behalf, that we might be allowed 1o leave
Abyssinia. Mr. Rassam, according to our wish-
es, asked the King to allow us to depart from
Abyssinia together with the other prisoners, to
which he willingly consented. We therefore
joined them at Korata, where we had to stay
a few weeks, together with the embassy, until
we got permission from the King himseif to de-
part. This happened on the 13thof April, 1566,
when we were formally dismissed ; even a kind
of anescort wasgiven to us, who bad to bring us
insafety to the frontier. Everything scemed to
us right, and we flattered ourselves wits  the
idea that the King most probabiy was rather glad
to get out of the dangerous net in which he
had entangled himselt. We had not the slight-
est anticipation that all the kindness and
friendliness which he showed to us in words as
well as in deeds were only a pretence, and the
introduction to the most cunning treachery,
which ooly a reckless and worthless African
despot is able to exccute. After we were dis-
missed by the King, we started from Korata on
the road to Matama on the morning of April
the 13th; whilst Mr. Rassam, Mr. Prideaus, and
Dr. Blane, together with the King's workmen,
were summoned to come to Segie, where he
pret-nded he would personally take leave of
the embassy. The latter no soocer arrived
there than they were arrested in the most brutal
manner for not baving brought us to him before
we left, in order that he might have given us a
proofof his being reconciled. We were scarce-
1y two hours away from Karota when we were
directed to some honees in order to rest there.
The King's officer whe was with ug, told, in or-
der to remove all suspicion, that we should
have 10 stay there for the night, and that we
bad made such a small march because it was
the first day, as the Abyssinians do not like to
travel far the first day, if they start for a long
journey. Even then we were still without sus-
picion, when at once we were summoned to a
house in order to hears letter from the King,
which they said, bad just arrived. When we
came into the house, it was a dark black hole,
and we at once knew what the King's news
were, We were placed in a circle, and a sol-
dier behind every one, who were ordered at
once to take hold of us. 1o the darkest place of
ibe verydark house werecognized a person sitting
upon an alga (bedstead). Tt was an officer, the
bearer of the King’s letter, but not just arrived,
as it wag said, but two days before we started
from Karata, with the letter in his pocket.
After he had given some sccret orders he =t
length moved to read the unbappy cpistle. It
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was directed to the officer of our escort,and its

contents were the following : ' 1 am angry with
Mr. Rassam because he wanted to take out of
my country those people with whom I was angry
before we were reconciled : seize them and
bring them to me.! So we were putin chains
again and brought back to Segic to the King’s
camp. Before we arrived there, however, we
bad to stay one night at Korata. There we
were putinahouse where they bad first to remove
four sick persons before we found place. Be-
sides, the house was filled with red pepper—a
quantity of which they had just burnt for cer-
tain purposes, and the smoke of which was in-
supportable.  The ladies and the children
began to cry, but there was no remedy, as we
were prisoners and could not leave the rogm,
so we had just to remain until the smo'e dis-
appeared. Frowm there we were conveyed the
next day to Scgie by means of small boats made
of bulrushes, which are used on the Zana Lake.
In about six hours we crossed the lake, as it
is not very broad at that place. When we ar-
rived at Segie we were brought within a fence,
which had been made for the very purpose
some weers betore, 10 be a prison for the Euro-
prans. AN our luggage was brought before
the King, and before his eyes all was searched
tbrough, and the must valuabie things—rviz.,
money, gold and silver ornaments and curiosi-
ties, which we intended to take to Europe—be
took away and distributed amongst his soldiers;
the rest of our property was restored to us.
When our boxes were brought before him, and
he saw all we had, he was rather dissatisfied
and disappointed that he obtained so little loot.
He said, * These missionaries are all beggars;
they have nothing but books. He seems to
have forgotten that he had plundercd us already
two times before—once at Darna and once at
Gondar. e was more pleased with the booty
he made with Mr. Rassam, Dr. Blane, and Mr.,
Prideaux. He promised to give back again the
money, which be, however, never fulfilled.  Mr,
Rassam was kind cnough to restore to us the
money which the Kicg took; so ourless at
that time was not so considerable as it was be-
fore and afterwards. The day after our arnival
at Segic we were brought before a large assem-
bly, the Kiog being plaintiff and chief justice
at the same time. Qur affuir was brought be-
fore them. Consul Cameron was charged for
not having brought an answer t¢ his letter
which he sent by him to Jer Majesty the Queen,
&c.: Messrs. Stern and Roser thal, that they
had sbused him. JAgainst us he said he had
nothing, but we were found with the ochers;
¢besides, it is my opinion, hie said, ¢ that all
white people arc bad. Of course that was
was reason cnough to chain them.” The King
then proved again that he was a descendant of
Solomon and Menelek, whom the Abyssinians
say was a son of Solomon and the Queen of
Sheba ; thereby he wanted to prove that he was
not the son of a poor woman, as Mr. Stern said
in his book, but rather the son of the wisest and
mighticst king who ever lived. Of course he
found very little coatradiction in that, as no
onc dared say it was not so, e'se be would have
bad to pay for it with bis life; and so he re-
mained the undisputed descendant of Solomon

slthough even bis fatterers and admirers gotin-
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to confusion when they read the geneslogy, and
found it impossible to carry thelinedown tobim.
Butbereit wasjost as our German proverb says,
tWo CGewalt Recht hat, hat Recht keine
Gewalt,! The verdict was passed that he was
right and we were wrong ; and go we weresent
back to aur prison, after Captain Cameron and
Mons, Berdel were released from their chaius.”

PUBLIC AID TO COLLEGES.

The following letter appears in the Hamilton
Spectator.

Hassrroxn, October 18, 1868,

T the Editor of the Spectator.

Sir,~Though the Govermment last Parlia-
ment enunciated a new course of action with
reference to Colleges, we can hardly conceive
it possible that all public aid is to bo with-
drawn from those institutions. Surely the
Ministry will strive in some degree to rale the
country for the country's good. And in gov.
ernment, as in otber things, the lamp of experi.
ence i3 a valuable light upon our pathway.
What would have been our condition to-day
if we had always been shut up to Toroanto
University, in the various stages of its develop-
ment, and the varvious phages of its career?
Would the country have had one.third of its
present nuwmber of educated men? Verily not
Wa canreadily cnough hearthecery, ¢ Oh tthese
other institutions have floeded the country with
fourth or possibly balf-made gradumates; but
we go the thorough work at Toronto.” The
success of the sors of the various Colleges in
their respective spberes of labour, snd the
honours wor by them at home and abroad,
must answer this boastful assertion of Superior-
ity. Itis likely University College misges the
grand end of education in some men, as well
as the other Colleger. And of this there can
be no doubt, that the country i3 at leastas
wuch indebted to the others as to that in Tor~
onto. The estimate and wishes of the people
are readity enough seen, in the fact that in the

faco of all the inducemenis of the Toronto ;

Scholarships, the other Coileges get something
to do; aye, educste the great majority of the
young amen of the country. XNow if the people
demsod aid for ail these Colleges, upon an im-
pactial system, why should they not have it?
What can create a right in such a2 malter
uicker than the demand of the people? Why
bring in the question of denominational or non-
denominational atall? Whathas thattodo with
the matter 2 If the people demsand a law aid-
ing all Colleges of a certain standard, upon an
impartial basis, why should they not baveit?
Who is above the whole corntry w this matter?
Is the city of Toronwe? Verily you -vould
think so. s the keeping of Toronto University
83 it is of moare value than the educational in-
rerests of this rising Province? Verily you
would think so. Could we not bave alaw that
would bo equal aad just to all? And then,
having such » law, would 8 man be outlawed
hecause he was & Presbyterian or a Roman
Tatholic? Would a College be ontlawed with
regard to it becanse it was Wes loyan or Epis-
copaliru ? Theduty of the Goverament, itscems
1o your humble correspondout,is plata cnough.
Surely the whole Irovince should not be roled
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in tho interest of oue city or of one University.
Give ug fair play. Whether wo have a nystem
of ons bone-fide University for the whole coun-
try——which wo now by no means have-—or of
sevoral co-ordinate Universities, let there baa
liberal measure for the support of the Colleges
that the Government standard can ajlow, and
that are doing tho work of education for the
people. ONTARIO.

PRAYER THROUGROUT THE WORLD.

From the 34 to the 10th of January, 1869, a
week of prayer ig besought, under the authority
of the Eveogelical Alliance, over the whole
world. Thbe following is the evangelical edict.
with the signatures attacked ;—

Bsrovep Bazrungx i1y Curist oF Every Lase
—Ty prospect of the coming New Year and
mindfol of the great blessings graciously vouch-
safed by God, in answer {o the united sup-
plications of His people, the Evangelical Alti-
ance cordially remew their invitation to
Christians tbroughout the world to observe s
Week of Prayer in January next.

Very gratifying reports have been received of
the observance of this aupual week of prayer in
gifferent distant countries, still there is reasor
1o know that in many towns angd cities of onr
own ang foreign lands Christians bave not ia
this way been brought inte sympathy with the
universal Church of Christ. The Evangelical
Alliance, therefore, desivous of manifestiog the
union of ail true Christiane, and of extending
the benefits which in various waysbave attend-
ed these annual assemblies for united prayer,
affectionately call upon the children of God
everywhere to take counsel and to make ar-
rangements for observing it in their respective
localities. The Allinnce feel assured that there-
by the hearts of Christicns will be refreshed
and the hards of those brethren strengthened
who in other places at bowme and abroad plesd
before God for the gifts of His grace snd the
outstretching of his arm to bless Iis chureh
and convert o perishing world.

Fellow Christians!  Let us, withone accord,
if spared to seo the commencement of 8 gew
year, encircle the world with our faithful, fer.
vent and uwnited prayers. Lot us thea gathes
around the throne of our Heavenly Father,
forgetful of our differences of language, natio:
and ecclesiastical system. Let us plead in the
name of ourone Liord Redeemerand latercessor,
for blessings whick the circumstances of our
times show to be most needful, urgent and im-
portant.

1f two of you agreeon earthas touching anvy
thing that they sball ask, it shail be done fo:
thent of my IPather which is in heaven.

O Thou that hearest prayer, unto Thee shail
all flesh come.

The followiug topics, among others, are sug-
gested s suitable for exhortation and interces-
sion on the successive days of meeting 1 —

Soxnay, Jan, 3—Sormons—Subject: The
intercession of the  High Priest over the House
of God” the motive and model of vuited prayer.
Heb, x. 19-22.

Moxpay, Jan. 4.—Confession of Sis, and
Thanksgiving for special nnd general merces
during the past yeat to nations, churchbes swd
families,
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Togspay, Jan. 5.~—~Nationg: for their tem-
voral and spiritual prosperity; edifytog inter-
course and the mnintenance of peace; for
increased openings for the Goapel ; for the
removal of social evilg ; for the better obseryance
of the Lord’s Day, and for kings and all in
suthority.

WEeDNESDAY, Jro. G.~Families: for children
of Ohristian parents; for o blessing on bome
influence ; for all seminaries of Cbristian learn-
ing--universities, colleges and schools; for
Sunday schools and private isstruction ; for our
youth abroad : and for a blessing on Cbristian
litecature.

Tupnspay, Jan. 7.--The Church: for more
knowledge of God's Work and incrense of spi-
ritual life; for sound and faithful preaching
adapted to rich and poor; growing love to
Christ; a more earnest love to Cbristians of
varied name and of all pations, and for the
sending forth of more Iabourersintothe harvest.

Faipay, Jan, 8.~Missions: for the conversion
of the beathen and Mohemmedans; for the
growth of missionary zesl; for the removal of
hindraneces to preaching the Gospel among atl
nations ; for recent converts, aad for all who
are suffering persecution for the truth.

SaTurpAY, Jap. 9.—General: for the conver-
sion of Israel; for circulation of the Holy
Scriptmes; for Christian znd philanthropic
societies, and for the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on Christiaus and Christian churches
throughout the world.

.Sospay, Jan. 10.—Sermons—Subject: the
daty of the Christiau Church in relation to the
religious wants of the world,

a——— o —
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Wrenssmare

ALDA'S LEAD.
2 TALE OF THE VAUDOIS VALLEYS. IN¥ THREE PARTS,
Page [.

T the foot of the Mousnt Pirchi-
riano, some three kilométres’
distance fromy Suss, there
stoad, two centurics ago, the

finest water-mill in Piedmont,

belonging to one Jean Iserau, s

weultby man, who laved him-

self first, his daughter Verena
second, and his neighbours ac-
covding o the gristthey brought

1o his mill.

His father bad beea w wealthy miller before
him, and left his business and his riches to bis
only son.  As long as the oldestinbabitantsin
the valley could recollect, there had not been a
 siagle day taat the mill bad beea idie, or the

wheel ceased its labour.  The sound of the mill-
sirenin bad becorme more familiar than the
song of birds, and the face of Jean Iserauw was
as well known as the face of the sun itself.

The miller was neither a fanatic nor 2 bigot
in bis own religion. The heretic's corn mustbe
ground, ss will as that of the monks above, in
ths grim monastery or the summit of the moun-
tain. And this bieak aftermoon, in January,
1655, the miller stood gloomy and abstracted
2t the door of his house, as one Garcing, a rich

tanoer from Turin, poured into bis ears the un-
welcome tidings, that an edict bad suddenly
been promulgated in the town, requiring ail
Protestants to remove within three days, on
pain of death, from the chicf valleys of Pied-
mont.

This news did not please Jeon Iseran. The
bereties were honest and true in their dealings
with bim, and paid him well. At least one-fifth
of his yearly profiss must fall with their fall.
He was a far-sighted man, too, this miller, and
he could foresee n struggle bloody and long, war
and all its attendant horrors, and not the Jeast
in his eyes, the destruction of property and
lands, and laying waste of young corn-fields.

¢ What wilt thou do with thy brave son-in-
Jaw-to-be 7° asked Garcino, as his eye rested
with & newly-quickened interest on the figure
of & girl sented on a hewn chestaut-tree, oppo-
site the mill-wheel, but who had remsined so
wholly absorbed in the perusal of ber book, she
hiad not noticed his arrival. ¢ Which will Da-
vid give up, think you, his religion or his
love?”

“Tut, {ut, man! you have an cye yourselfon
the main chaace,” lnughed the miller, wacasity.
« Things may pot be 50 bad, after all, as you
would wish me to believe. David is an honest
lad. 1 do not believe they would hurt one bajc
of Lis bead, even if they bad the power. Why,
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the monks themselves above in the monastery
have been anxious to bring about this mateh ;”
and the miller poinled upward to the gloomy
building on the overbanging cliffs.

Ay, ay, « dare say ; men snare foxes often,
when it is unsafe to kill them in broad day-
light.”

¢ Thou hast the cunning of the fox thyself,
Garcino,” replied the miller, angrily, and turn-
ed awey into his mill,

Garcino moved down the garden-path to-
wards the spot where Verena still remained seat-
ed, wholly intent upon her book. His face was
apgry and dark, too, as thc miller's; but he
put on a smiling countenance as he approached
nearer,

 Good evening, Verena.”

The girl started up, screamed slightly, and
dropped the book upon the grass.

“Ah! you frightened me, Garcino; you
should not have stolen upon me thus,” She
stooped and picked up the falien book, pushing
aside the hard tbat would have assisted ber,
then reseated herselfdistantly, and resumed her
reading.

“ You are cold this evening, Verena.”

““Yeg; the air i3 growing chilly.” She drew
her crimson sbawl carelessly over hershoulder,
but did not look up. ’

1 mean that your roanner is cold.”

“J cannpot help itif it is,” she replied, with
something of the impatience of a worried child,
who isinterrupted in its favourite amusement,
“If you have anything particular to say to me,
Lannot you say it at once and have done 7”

#I bave something particular to tell you, Ve-
rena, and a question which I would ask you.”

‘ Not the old question,” she answered, with
an almost deprecatisg sincerity ; then suddeuly
perceiving, as she looked up, 2 kind of gloomy
triumph lurking in Garcino’s manner, she con-
tinued with more excitement,—* Tell me quick-
Jy what you have to say. Ifyour news and
your question are to prove disagreeable to me,
which I guess from your mamier they are, the
sooner they are heard and apswered the bet-
ter.”

“ Good—you shall have neither my news nor
my question, my haughty young damsel,” re-
plied Garcino, with a sudden burst of anger.
““You will learn them from dearer lips than
mine, nodoubt, before the day is over: but the
news will be none the sweeter” And Garcino
passed out through the garden-gate into the
10ad.

For a few moments afterhis departure, Verena
remained abstracted in thought, with her eyes
fixed on & crimson gash in the grey sky, which
looked as if a bloody sword had ripped it open;
then ghe turned to her book again, and resumed
the narrative which bad previously entranced
her imaginative miad.

Meantime the rift in the sky became wider
and broader ; and the sunset glow deepened on
all around ber. When next the girl looked up
from her book, with a blush of triumphant joy
over its conclusion, the distant Alps seemed to
have caught ber rosy enthusiasm, The naked
stems of the chestnut-trees were like pillars of
ruddy gold, and the mitl-wheel revolving in
tawny graudeur opposite, seemed 10 cast at her
feet votive offerings of rubics and garnets.

% Oh ! would thatI could excel even St. Alda,
the beautiful St. Ailda, in purity and faith I* cried
Verena, with a zealous clasping of the hands.
** Wonld that God might choose me out asa fa-
voured servant and saint!” She would have
cast herself upon her knees in her entbusiasm,
but that there was again a step upon the gar.
den-pathway. This time & well-known step,
and looking round, Verena saw David Barolo,
her betrothed, coming towards her up the vine-
walk.

An almost imperceptible shadow of pain and
hesitation crossed her face for a moment, and
then Iaving her book on the grass beside her,
she rose to meet him.

But it was no shadow of pain which clouded
David's face this evening, as taking both V..
rena’s hands in his he drew her to him. Itwas
the very substance of pain itself, the very e
sence of suffering, which darkened everything
around him, and made this meeting with ki
best-beloved a wartyrdom in jtself. There was
hesitation on his face, too, but the hesitation
only of a manly heart, which shrinks from in-
flicting the pain it fecls itself on one weaker er
less able to endure it.

% Yerena,” he said, drawing ber arm in Lis.
and leading her towards the same spot where
she bad beer previously seated: ‘-let us si
down here and talk for a while before we go 1n-
to the house.”

“Yes, David,” she replied, with a quick sym-
pathy, “we will sit down here, and [ will 12k
and you must rest, for vou look pale and tired.

“ I am tired of life, Verena, and of its many
crosses,” he replied, gloomily; “and yet," he
adaed, after a pause, “we read that the gou!
soldier must endure to the end.”

“ Why, you are not going to turn soldier, are
you?” asked Verena, with emotion, striving
to guess also at the cause of bis sudden discom-
fiture.

i No, my dearest, I was only quoting a teqt
from the good old Book, tie best Book, Verera,
that ever was written —the best and truest, be-
cause it was written by God himselt.”

Verena was silent : she was generally sileat
when David spoke of this book—which was »
sealed one to her;but she tried to look the symn-
patby she felt for his evident distress.

¢ Oh, Verena!” he cried, passionately, as i
his grief had burst loose from the constraint ke
had hitherto maintained ; and rare tears rushed
into his eyes. ¢ Do not look at me 50 so:row-
fully ; wby does God visit with his barshest
trials those who love him best? why were we
not reared in the same faith—baptised into the
one Church, that we might be blessed and bag-
py in it now together ?”

Verena trembled at this sudden and fierce
appeal ; and ber face became as white as tee
hand which rested still in David's grasp. at
lengtb she answered, hesitatingly—

«If1 knew what troubled you. David, T could
angwer you better; if it is the difference 10 our
fuith, is not the Church alway: open to rece:vs
those who wish t0 enter it?"

David looked away as Verensa spoke ; he was
ashamed of the tears which clouded his eyes.
and yet which could not blot out the pleadiog
purity of her expression.

#You arc the most innocent Eve thatever
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sought to ruin man,” he said, with a curious
gentleness of voice. ¢ But, Verena, though at
this moment it is difficult to feel it, I know that
my faith is even stronger within me than the
love I have for you, Itis the proof alone which
can test its true value; and that proof I must
give to my God this evening, when I say fare-
well to you for ever.”

% For ever, David !—no, not for ever! Why,
Darvid, what bave I done? what have I ever
:aid 77

}I)iere Verena's question ended in a solemn
sob.

“ You have said nothing my love-~my beart's
darling. Tt is the decree of Fate—the decree of
the government—and I must accept it also as
the decree of my God. An edict has been pub-
lished in the town, and all over the country this
morning, that within three days every Protes-
tant, of whatever rank or degree, must quit his
home and lands, and retire over the Alps, into
certain valieys appointed as places of safety,
from the sword and vengeance which in all dis-
tricts are to follow him, even to death.”

 They will not—they cannot carry such an
<dict into effect: they bave not the power!”
<ried Verena, indigoantly, .

“ They have the power, and the will, and the
Jetermination. The government, for the bun-
<redth tiv.ee, i3 bent on our destruction and ex-
termination. Why otherwise have they chosen
4 time when the valleysare flooded with waters
«nd the enow lies thickly on the hills ? why else
do they bunt us into s poor patch of country
already overburdened ? I tell you, Verens, your
Lind heart will bleed yet for the sufferings of
oar Protestan! martyrs; and this parting of
ours must not be for once, but forever!”

David's voice had irembled so, he could
scarcely bring his explanation to a conclusion;
but now, the moan of pain which burst from
the lips of his betrothed, filled him with a sense
of shame for bis own weakness.

# David—Darid!" she cried, pitcously, it is
my. fauit—this sudden separation is my fault.
Day and night have I not prayed to my God
that I might love him always better than any
one clse—better oven than you, my David, I
vrayed not an hour ago that be would make
me a chosen saint and servant; and now, he
waom aione I could love better is taken sud-
denly from me.”

Verena conld get no further. She leaned her
head against David’s shoulder, while with her
band she nervously plucked the bark from the
stem of the fallen tree on which she was seated.

# Hush, my Verena! we must not blame God
for too quickly or too slowly awsswering our
prayers. Some day, though long deferred, he
may answer the prayer of my hoart also.”

* What is that prayer, David ?”

“That the time may come, however distant,
when your eyes, my Verena, shall be opened to
the truth ; and that casting yourself on Christ,
and his sacrifice alone, you may throw off the
{aise yoke that now oppresses you, and that we
may become one in heart, and hope, and love.
I have brought with me this evening a parting
gift, Verens, which for my sake you must ac-
cept and value.”

He drew a Testament from the pocket of his
jerkin, and placed it in her haod.
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“It is sin," moaned Verena, shudderiogly,
withdrawing her fingers from its cover.

“ God knows, if it were sin, I would not ask
you to touck it.”

¢ dare not.”

“For my sake,” pleaded David, hoarsely ;
“even for my sake. It is God's own book, it is
truth itself.”

At this moment there was a splash, and sud-
den circles of water broke the quiet repose of
the mill-dam. Verena looked up, and became
aware of Garcino's fuce peering above the gar-
den-wall.

“He bhas seen me, David,
not touch it!”

David looked up also, and recogoised him
who, for Verena's sake, he dreaded most in the
world. e instantly resumed possession of tha
Testament he had offered to ber, He was no
coward, but be dared not risk by his own gift
a life more precious to him than his own. Be-
fore, however, he replaced the volume in his
jerkin, he tore a few pages from its cover, and
folding them up, held them tightly in the palm
of his closed hand.

Verena meantime had raised her own favour-
ite book from the grass, where it had lain so
long unnoticed, and looking up at David, she
urged timidly that though she might not accept
his gift, he would accept one from her, even
this precious volume of ¥ The Lives and Mira-
cles of the Saint2,” her most treasured posses-
sion.

¢ May T not also pray for your conversion,
my beloved 77 she said, ina voice almost below
a whispe~ fearing she might cause more pain.

David smiled as he took the book from her
hand—a kind, but incredulous smile. He sawthe
fear with which she had proffered i, and turned
over s few of its pages, where strange woodcuts
illustrated the wonderful miracles and stories
which it related.

David stopped as he came to ose which re-
presented a girl throwing herself hendlong from
the samumit of & precipitous rock.

“ There—there!” cried Verens, exzcitedly,
stopping his band with hers, lest he should
turn further; “ thatis the story I read tbis even-
ing—the story of 1ie beautiful St. Alda, who,
committing herself 1o the care of the blessed
Virgin, threw herself from an enormous height
into the valley bepeath, and came down un-
burt. It was into this very valley, David—
where the crucifix stands by our chapel-wall—
from that very rock above our heads, she cast
hersclf down. Ob, David, you could not read
that story, and remain incredulous ia the pity
and protection extended to us by the blessed
Mother of our Liord. Read that book, Davig,
when [ am far from you; and may she whose
love and power it extols, turn your heart to ac-
cept the truth.”

¢ And Pilate said unto him, What is truth?
murmured David, sorrowfully, as he looked into
Verena's face. “ Christ is truth, my Verena;
¢ there is none other name under heaven given
amongst mean, whereby wemust be saved.’” and
pressing the pages torn from the Testament in-
to the band of his betrotbed, he took hig last
farewell. :

Verena watched his departure with a sick
faintness, which rendered her steps uncertain

1 dare not—1I1 dare
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and slow; but presentiy she turned towards
the hounse. The sunset glow stiil rested on the
distant Alps, the tress, ar.d the slowly-tarning
mill-whee! ; but the thoaghts within the young
heart were changed. Fear now reigned para-
mount, and the pictares ‘ancy but swhile ago
had suggested, were changed also.

The distant hills were flushed w'th ven-
geence _ the chestout-stems were flaming stakes,
and the wheel was *be martsr's wheel, from
which dropped gouts of biood into the gloomy
tank beneath.

YVerena placed the forbidden pages in her
bosom, and goiog within the mill, sank like a
stone upon the ground.

Parr 1L

The unbappy prediction of Da~id Barolo cawe
to pass; within a few weeks of their parting, a
merciless persccution, uncqualled in its cruel-
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hor bosom against the authors and perpetrs
tor: of these croelties. She drifted she knew-
not whither.

Her priests, too, and spiritual directors, wke
but a few montbs ago had sought to lure her
lover t5 their fold, now denounced himand b
religion in words so bitter and vengeful, tha:
Verena, returning slowly from her confessions!,
felt that, if she would gain heaven. she must slay
this decep love she felt for David, on the verv
threshold of her upward path.

She began to tremble now for her own povw.
of endurance. Her mind as well as her becy
was growiag weak. There weremoments wixe

. she could scarcely trust her reason or her sigi.-.

When she sat in the garden for rest, the clow.is
overhiead took strange and fanciful skapes. s

" of a suricken muliitude, which filled her hear

ties, overtook the poor fugitives from the val-

leys, ané Verena's kind heart bad to bleed in
silence for the suferings of Protesiant martyrs.
Bigotry, like anotber Moloch, was lifted up in
the land, and slew iis hundreds: and in the
quict of Verena's country life these buman sa-
crifices assumed an overpowering horror, affect-
ing her spirits, and even the tone of her mind.
The early spring came round, with its pudd-
ing leaves and opening blossoms, but Verena
scarcely ever ventured outside the precinets of

with gloomy suggestions. If she sought to ree s
the words presented no meaning to her ming
Oace, with a strange impulse. she took :-
pages of the Testament David had given b.:
from her bosom. She believed in tests; siz

* would try if they could give hier back bermer.

her father’s garden : she fancied, foolishly, that
" test had triumphed—the words which whez

she could hear in the valley the shricks of fis:ng
women, ot the wailing of mothers over their
slanghtered children. Shie bad worse fancies
than these,, but she dared not frame them to
her mind lest her reason might slip from her
hold.

Her eleep; too, was broken, snd har rest was |

gone from her, Night after night, unable 10 Sad

1¢pose in ber bed, she rose nnd paced ber room, |

or sat by the window which overlooked the
mill-dam, chilly and comiortless in the moon-
light.
whose cold slopes sh~ knew there were motion-
less forms lying by the hundred. David's father
she had heard (on whose knee she had sat so
often and listenced to his pleasant fow of genial
words), was alrcady namdered amongst the
ghastly maltitcde.
fered cre ke watched the spirit go ont, whose
calm, steady light had been his gaide since
childhood! Tould not a bitter vindictiveness
f:11 his breast against all ber creed, whick must
in time exicnd cven to herself?  Then, tumiag

Away, away, to the distan! Alps on !

What mast David have suf- -

tal vigour : but no. they were meaningless o2
the rest.  And was not this a sin—this gift ¢«
David's—a sin she was hiding 1o her boso
She wwould test truth again ; she would cast ¢w.:
this sin, this last relic of a forbidden love, @ ¢
cver.

She crumpled up the pages 2ad cast them - -
1o the mill-dam. Suddenly—rxes, this time tae

read o momeni before cartied no sense to toe
vacant mind, ros¢ up now from the tank atl.:
feet, and appearcd as if printed io letters of £ry
oa the water, “There i2 none other name nnd--
heaven given among men whereby we must t=
saved, a text from the forbidden book, the la::
words ntieved in her car by David.

Verena pressed ber hands over hier eyes ¢
shot out their meanic_ bat the words we-
written within on her eve-balls. She jooke !
agrin down into the mill-dam: they were fax-
ing there still,  The illasion was so strong, st
stooped and threw a stone into the water. (o
a sudden. the splash and the widening circies
bronsht back the daF of bitler parting. ac .
Garcino's wily face gazing at her over the vise-
yard-wail.

“ Verena.”

With 2 scream and sudden forward leap, <e

' had almost precipitated herself into the mu -

from the window, Verena wouid cast herself |

upon her knees before the crucifix at the foot of
ber bed. and plead with an cwing devotion for
the saffering fiock, which were being driven 0
and from amongst the mounlains.

Bot day by day, instead of the persccation
grawing to a close, their horross increased. Ve-
Tena heard how, inanc small village among the
hills, more than a hizadred women 2ad inne-
cent children had beea massacred.

Terena's spirdt, pure, loving, and pitifal, bat |

déevotional even 1o fanaticism, was like a bird
ia a storm—--the mere playihiag of the wind.

She conld not listen to these recitals of wild |
aeliy and cxcess withoul shudderiags of -

beatt: bag, 03 the other hand, she might oot
Yisten t0 the rebellions thoughts which arose ia

dam, for it was Garcino himsell who touche:
her on the shoulder.

“What dost sccin the water, Vercaa™
rant there te fish in the siream. but npone 1tad
will come with money ia its mouth.”

* What has brought taee here again, Garcize.
with a foolish speech in thy mouth 77 she aske:.
bitierly. * I wantneither thee nar thy moner.
This is my father's garden—caznnol 1 &t ey
unmolested 77

Witkaut replring. ke looked over hes shes -
det into the mill-dam, and his cve rested onibe
torn leaves she had dropped into the waler.

“#Bedike Fon have lost a love-better. Rarvlc.
no donby, Snds means £till of addressing thee
and as he spoke he approached the place where
the prper was caught in the scdge. .

“ Garcing,® she cnied, in has'y confasioz.
“come bere. 1 would not have thee take =

Wale
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words unkindly. Ihave .1 out ofserts to-
day. Tell me, bast thou no ncws from the
town?”

* Ay, yon will give heed to my news to-day.
Verena, hast thou considered my words? Thy
heretic lover bas forsaken thee; but,lo? I am
hero to protect thee and thy father.”

My father and 1 are sbove suspicion ; we do
5ot need thy aid,” she said, sternly.

*Iknow not how thatmay be, Verena. I koow
I love thee.”

<1 am sorry,” was all she replied, but she
turaed towards the door of her houze.

* Verena, you are sorry ! Have you no heart
or pity ?°

**No, I bave nonc; | have ncither heart nor
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tho mill-dam. Everything was ghostly stiil
save the black miil-wheel with its hoarse splash.

On handsand knees, she peered into the water
and snatched at something white. It was only
a bandful of foam, and her heart sank within
ber. With hasty steps she traversed the bank
backwards and forwarde, searching in vain:
there was no trace. Garcino had carried it off
as a witness against them.

‘It ig & false witaess,” she said. ¢ My father
and I Bave no taint, and may the saints keep us
from it.”

Sbe returned to the house and tsok up the
lantern. Striving to be calm, she sat fora while

* on the bench, till the fiame, heating the frame-

pity,” left she cricd, passionately, waving bim

off. “ My heartis longsince dead, and pity bas
been murdered.” i

“Isiteven so ?" he muttered between his
teeth. ¥ The day may come when Fou may call
on Garcino for aid, and be will reply, ¢ My pity
is dead also.’”

The words fell upon Verena's car with signifi-
<aac~ and presentiment. She felt inclined to turo
zud fiy. At that moment the miller, who hed

verheard the voices ia the garden, appeared in
ie doorway.

* Father, be threatens us!” she faltercd.

*“Dog of a tanner! what briogs you skulking
roand my house and garden? 1famaiden’s re-
fusal docs not touch thy pride, moust I hunt tkee
forth? One would think there were skins
eaough these days to dress to keep thee pretty
susy.”

-* Miller, you sbali answer for this. Take cere,
xe care ; I may have fou ground yetin your
owa mill, or baked in your owa ovea. [ have
sou in wF power.”

* Big words are not g rinding-stones, nor can
ot breash fire the oven,” replied the milier, con-

work, burnt ber tcoder hand, and the pain at
length penetrated her reverie.
As she went up the stairs she paused at her

' fatker's door, and looked in softly. The old man

:

was bound in bealtby sleep, his white bead rest-
ing on a brawny arm, the very picture of carth-
Ir sccurity and depeadence upon self.

“ How weak and faitbiess I am,” she murmur-

" ed, “and he is passiog brave and strong; vet |

might be stronger and calmer than he, with 3
strength not my own.”

Sbe set dowa the lantern on tbe fioor, and
stealing to his bedside, sank upon her kuces,
and prayed fervently that God would bring ber

' into thc sweet haven of peace, and lead her

among tbe wars of those blessed women whose
lives were written on her brain.

She was for a long time absorbed, with her
face buricd in her bands, and might anconscious-

" 1y bave passed into sleep, when suddenly the

room seemed illumined, and she saw & pale and
fair maiden in white garments stand as it were
on the brow of a clitf;, which formed itself she

* koew notbow beneath the raftess, and the figure

iemptuously. az be assisted his daugbter within |

the mll.

But Garcino wzited till he was oot of sight,
and stooping down, drew the torn leaves of the
Testament 1o the edge of the mill-dam, and car-
tied them away.

That cvening, Verena sought peace carly in
a slecp which scemed woverpower ber: but ber
oind was still feverish and restless, and broken
:mages of danger and burdied flight oppressed

Ler. Again she was anxiousiy seeking for some- |
ihing which she must fiad before it came inlo .

other hands. 1t was dear life to her to find it
she stretched ot for it, mattering, “ Noncother
came given under heaven,® and woke with 2
gasp.  She then remembered the leaves of the
Tesiameat which she had left bebiad ber, for-
Sotten in her confusion and vexatioa.

** Whet have [ done 7 she cried.  # Garcino
sawit., We are lost™ Sbe spraag from ber
bed, and hastily attiring herself, shelit a lantemn

aad weat down the staircase in trembling agita-

tion, yet with & noiseless step, careful not to
soasc ber father.

She quickliy opened the door leading into the
sanden, and a bright flood of moonlight smote
ber face and figare 2s she stood there, anxious
s2d uacerlain.

“1 will not bring the lsntern,” she mormur-
oJ, laying it softly oa the beach within, thes,
=1y closing the door, she crossed over towards

beckoned to her, and smiled updn ber, and the
words secmed to come from s distance :

* Vercna, bid thy father farewell, and come
stand by me.”

Ste gasped, stretcbed out her arms, and rose
1o hor feet; but the room was dark, the light
within the lantern bad goze out, aad her limbs
were pumbed with cold.

‘ Father, father!™ sbe cried, laring her hand
on her father s shonlder, «* did you notsce her?”

# Garcino, I have thee by the throat ™ mut-
tered the old man, in his balf-broken sleep.

‘Father, tell me, did yvou not sec her? the
blessed Saint Alda was in the room with ns.”

The miller sat up, bat bewildered and cross
that she should have disturbed his slumber, bid
her return to her bed ; ¢ what did she there 7°

Verena was 100 excited 0 reason with him :
ber imagination was in a statc of costasy asshe
rose to ber fect.  She looked to sec before her
on the winding stsir, like a guide and comfort,
the vision which was brtthe idle creation of an
overheated mind ; but all was dack, except the
glimmeriog of the mooa through the cracks in
the wooded cascment.

Szl in the same mood, she sat upin her bed,
murmuring appeals to the saats for 2 contiag-
ance of their favours, and yearning 3ot tremb-

" ling at the hope of bebolding again the besut:-

fui pbentom on the clif. At iength sbe sxak
back into dreamless sleep, and whea she awoke
in the snany moraiag all the eveals of that aight
—the plach of the cold water around ber wrist,
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the moon-lit garden, and the beckoning vision
on the cliff—seemed all the baseless fabric of &
dream.

When she rose, the bousehold cares occupied
her mind to the exclusion of fantasy ; and then
when her eye fell upon a withered flower which
she had received a short time since from David
—a flow:r out of bloom in the present month—
her thoughts fell upon him, his love, and his
low . olicitous voice, and above all his eternal
farewell. There was fever in this theme, and it
i.cld ber mind in the intervals of work during
the day.

Her father, indeed, rallied her upon the dis-
turbance of the night, and this gave her a shock
of remembrance, rekindling her enthusiasm for
a time. But it is hard for the impressions of the
mind to contend with taking dangers and
waking realities. #If this vision be sent from
heaven,” she said, “ 1 shall see it again; if that
invitation comes once more | shall ohey its call.
But let me not leave my father and my home
for a dream,” and Verena'seyes wandered off to
ihe distant mountains,

“ Verena, my girl, the swn is nearly down:
go into the garden and call the night-miller. 1
doubt but the lazy loon is dapping for pike in
the flood.”

She had been sitling working by the «ld
hearth, and ber thoughts were away up the
Alps.
come to Ler—to go out into the fresh air. It
wes the balf hour before sunset, when all the
land was ware and genial, and the heary dews

Her father's command was not unwel- |

1

had spread the first faint haze over the felds. |

She crossed the garden qaickly, and called the
right-miller, who was makiog ready to return;
and then, invited by the warmth, the freshness
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would be a lonely, childless old man ; that his
riches, which for years he had been gathering,
would turn to ashes in his hang.

No; in vain were bis words: the call to be
saint must be paramount to the love of futher ot
home, or to the juifilment of all filizl duties.

But before the next evening had closed ip, it
seemed well to the miller that bisdaughter bad
found refuge for a time within the moss-grown
walls of the convent, for in the afternoon a noisy
crowd of surly men and soldiers, headed by Gar-
cino, invaded the miller’s house, garden, and
mill, and demanded that Verena should appear
befere them, and give account for baving kadin
«er possession leaves from the forbidden book.

The miller stood up proudly beforethe vulgar
crowd, and denied the charge : but Garcinodrew
the leaves of the Testament from beneath hi:
cloak. and told how he bad picked them, the
evening before, out of the mill-dam : and agai:
the soldiers, showing their warraat. demanded
that bis keretic daughter should be gisenup t.
them.

The miller then, looking fixedly into the tri-
umphant and vengeful fauce of Garcino, gave
them this answer :—

#1 will prove now, in thie presence of yvou al:
that Garcino is a false liar, and that he has
brought this accasation out of & mean revenge
and for a base purpose. The heretic daughte-
of the old miller, Jean Isemn, refnzed the 1an-
ner's love yesterday, and to-day she has souglh’
refuge within the walls of the convent of St
Alda, to take upon herself the vows of a nun.

Thus did the old miller. ignotant of previous
circumstances. repel Garcino's accusation : and

. the tanner slunk away, shame stricken, froi:

of the Jeaves, and the hum of the bees return- |

ing to their hive, shie sat down upon the bank |

which skirted the north side of the garden,

where the glare of the sunset was lost, and with

nothing but cool streaming shadows and a
deepening sky before her.

Sbke koew not how long she was sitting there,
but it seemed to her that a clifThad risen in the
centre of the garden, where there was never o
chiff before, and up against the sky a gleaming
figure stood, and a voice came to her—

* Leave all carthly love, and come, stand by
me.

47 vwill came?” she cried ; © blessed St. Alda,
1 will come?!”

It was a changed maiden who returned to the

miller's house. Verena was silent and rapt .
. acToss the frontier into that part of the opposite

daring sapper-time, and would cat nothing

© Verena,” said the miller, taking her hand, |

+ this house has growa dnll to thee, and well 1
wot thereason. He was a good lad, our David,
and 1 should rue the day be came to harm. 1
wish him no worse luck, poor sonl. than thee
for & wife.”

#1do not think of him.” she said. with a
strange vehemence.
ments, and her hand trembled in his grasp.
“ Father,” she said, - [ have renounced for ever
2l earthis love. 1 have taken a vow, and §

She pacsed for a few mo- !

|
i
{

N

thc reproaches of the crowd, who khnew his mo-
tives well.

PanT 111,

Far bitierer even than the sufferings of Ve.
renahad been those of David Barolo, her be-
trothed. She had dreamt and wept over th-
tecitals of cruel deeds; but he had witnesses
them. The screams of agonised mothers and pe-
tishing babes had piereed his ears and heast,
while only their sad echoes bad vibrated in the
valleys.

Sarprized by their base pursuers, in the re-
treats which had been promisced 0 them as ci-
ties of refuge, David, his father, and a few others
had succeeded in making good their escape ino
the rocks and woods. hoping in 2 few days, by
care and caution, to effcct n still farther escape

valicy which belonged to France. But the hope
as far as David was concerned, proved delusive
Like Moses of old, his aged father beheld in the
distance the promised 1and of rest and freedom.
but might pot reach it.  Therough gast of pes-
secation which oniy fagned the fire of resolutioa
in Dasid’s breast, blew out the old man’s life.
Like Moscs, alse, God buzied him, in a pali of
cqow—snow which fell heavily all that night.
and gavte to many a poor fugilive a more ned-
<ifal death than the sword. whe stake, or the

dare not bresk it 1 must sleep to-nightin the | teriure.

content of S Alda”

The miller dropped the little hand in astonish.
ment.  He expostulated, he peaconed with her.,
he argaed even with tears ia his exes that he

l

Once his father was goae, David no ienger
thought of fight: he taracd his imck on the
promised land. and, with maay another brave-
bearted Christian, resolved to selt hislife deasly



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

in the cause of his suffering brethren. Again
and again, 2 mere kaasdful of these courageous
men repulsed the soldiers, ag they strove to gain

tbe ravines or heights which might lead them to .

fresh fields for butchery and carnage : and more
than once, in these raids or open sorties, David’s
steps led him back in sight of the valley, nest-
led close under the old walls of Susa—the val-

ley, with its spire, its vineyards, and its cluster- ;
ed cottages—and even within sight of the silver ©

thread of water which, creeping over the hoary
brow of Mount Pirchiriano, fed the mill of Jean
Iseraa in the valley beneath.

There had been a few who. in the false calm |

which succeeded their retreat to the cities of
re‘uge, had ventured back, encouraged by their
faize lords, to revisit their fields and possessions,
and cven, in some instances, to recommence the
tillage of their lands, and repairing of their te-
nemenis.  But David Barolo was not among
these misguided few. He did not believe inthe

‘alse encouragement held out by the lord of

l.ucerna, or the false teleration ¢xtended to the
deputies of the suffering Vaudois. Added to
this, deep down in bhis heart, and hidden from
cvery cye save One, lay the stern resolution
aeither 10 tempt nor te cndure temptation. Ve-

rena, the miller’s daughter, best-beloved still of
iits heart, and warering, perhaps, in the misery -

brought about by their cruel separation, must
not by earihly love or blighted hopes be led to
forsake her creed, erroneous as 1t roight be.
God's right hand, not his, and God’s strength,
oust lead her forth out of darkness into light.

Aad in this right bapd and this streogth David -

reposcd with unialtering confidence.

Thus was formed David's fixed resolve not to
revisit his lost home: but though God's right
hand 1s all-powerful to protect and save, surely
e flesh is weak.

David would not return io sce again the

haunts of his "ildhood—the vinerard-paths. or -

the sunny mil. farden: yeu he thirsted for news
of his betrothed. for some tidings of her health,
her life, and her daily actions.

While the first panic and flight lasted he heard
out little  vague storics, and vaguer reports.
She bad been seen lesning over the vinerard.
wall, gossipingwith Garcino.
talking from him with a smile, She had fainted
ia the chapel when they cursed the heretics from
the altar. Ah! this bore the stamp of truth :
i1 was no smile of incredulity this time which
shone on Darid’s face. Itwas a smile of the
sublimest pty gilded with precious bope.

But presentsy, in the midst of the bloodshed,
aad the flight, and the human havoc ameng the

moantaing, cue more alermiag tidings. Ve- |
sena was il ar strangly affected in her mind. |

She no ionger walked pleasantly among the
vinerands, but stood for hours in the mill-gar-
den with duli cves cast down upon the ground,
heedless of those who traversed it for business,
ar of the rough jokes of passers-by: and at
aight, unable 1o find sleep, she had been seen
0 wander ia the moonlight with vacant eyxe
aad preoccupicd air by the side of the gloomy
wiil-dam.

A feww days later came worse tidings still, avd .

srought to David by no idle tongue, bat by s
friend long known and trasted. Verena had
been accused by Garcino of heretic ieanings.

He putsuch wdle -

355
t
[}

Soldiers had invaded thequiet mill-garden, and
‘ a warraut had been signed for her apprebensior.
David's heart leaped up with a fierce feeling,
which was neither hope nor despair, only to fall
, again into the coldest depths of a joyless life.
| The report had proved altnost without founda-
, tion. Garcino's accusation bad been repudia-
! ted; for Verena, giving up the world, with all
its futare joys or sorrows, had become a nup.
and entered the convent of St. Alda. '
i Sbe was dead to him now—his betrothed, his

much-beloved—as dead as the countless multi-
i tud»s martyred on the hill-side. This thought
was frenzy, and exceeded in misery every other
doubt which bad been suggested to his wind.

Darid discovered now, when too late, how
wuch he had counted upon sceing her agaiy,
upon her faith to him, her enduraunce, her quiet
patience, her unmeasured love; he did not now,
in the first bitter moment of his disappointment,
! reason out how a shaken religion, a harrowed
mind, a broken heart, still ever seeking for a
peace which the world could not bestow, had
driven her into this false baven.

Sometimes he argued, foolishlyv. with bimself
—had be but returned before this 1est fatal step
was teken, had he but risked one short hour's
parler, what words of comfort, truth, and reli-
gious consolation he might have spoken! Now
her ears, in this living deatb, were closed for
ever against all truth!

Every little token she had ever given him in
ber girlish love, he looked at norw, like a relic
of one that was dead or lost. The plume of
peacock’s feathers she had fastened in his cap,
the buckle she had bought for his belt out of ber
own caroings, acd ber most precious posses-
» sion, which she had given him on the day of
! their parting, “ The Lives and Miracles of the
! Saints:” and sitting aside under cover of a rock,
. Darid drew the book from the pocket of his
jerkin, and tears fell on its leaves as he sought
out with trembling fingers that last page, whero
with her gentle hand she had stayed his, while,
with a kindling enthusiasm, she recounted to
him the foolish tradition of the * Leap of the
Beautifal St. Alda.” .

But by-and-by, stranger and more incredible
news came from David’s oid bome 2o rousc him
from his Ictha. gr and despair.  They said Ve-
rens had become a smuint, and worked many
strange atd wondcrfu) miracles. No longer
bound within the convent-walls, she was car-
ried hither and thither in triumph. They said
she saw visions, and ircamt strange dreams,
and that the beautiful St. Alda was her patron.

This wtelligence created in David 2 desire,
which grew in a few short dass to a fixed reso-
; lution—namely, to return 1o bis home, and
make one last, carnest appeal. and cadeavour
to wean Verena from thestate of fanatical frenzy
on which her fragile mind seemed evideatly
bordering.  There wonld be a fearful danger to
his own life, and a possidle risk to hess, but
might he not aow, when all other oatlets of
hope seemed clased, utic. one, if even a dsing,
appeal for the trath ?

Late at night, disguised as a cragsmen, with
| shaven beard and lip, sad armed onlr with
i a gan, which he took from the rigid hazd of a

dead soldicr,whom he foond coldand stifamong
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the rocks, be began his pecilons journey home-
ward.

Though the spring was well advanced, the
snow lay thickly still on the unbeaten paths
chosen out by David. The climbing: was stiff
and arduous for one whose strength bad been
brought to & low ebb by privation and hayd-
ships. Bat there was a fire in his heart which
Jed him on to overcome all the dungers and
dificulties in the path of this ¢ forlorn hope.”

The sun bad just risen, blazing end gigantic
ia the ¢sst, wuen David reached the summit of
the meuntsin which overlooked his native val-
ley. The birds were singing among thesweel-
smelling pines, and far away jo tbe distance,
under the brow of old Pirchiriano, the bells of
the village chapel sumwoned the early few to
maltios, .

Everything in the fresh morning air breathed,
and £melt, and sounded like peace, plenty, and
prosperity ; yet darker in Davids breast at
¢very step grew a sudden unreasoning fear
which bad taken possession of Ins mind—a fesr

that Verena was in danger, that her life, pre- |

cious snd pure, was in peril, that he must

hasten on to her rescue, or she must perish.
There were ghastly sights, 100, now at cvery

turn of the road, which told bim plainly that

peace had been murdered, and prosperity was !

a pame of the past. Whole vineyards on the
hill-side blackencd and scamed with fire, ruined
cottages, and the bodies of Christian wartyrs
still 1ying as food for the wolves and eagles.

As Darid descended into the more inbabiled |

slopes of the mountain e became wary in his
movements, for there were an unusual number
astir at this carly hour, and pushing forward
like himself in tke direction of the town of
Susa.

He was soon oat upan the high road, bordes-
ed by chestnuts, now in full leaf, and here the
travellers were more numerous still, and ecager
and excited in their demeanour. They joined
themselses into cowpanics of two and three,
apd srgued and discussed as they hurried oz.
Stranger still, as they drew near the town they

.branched off aiso from the broad road, and took !

1he way ieading to his native viliage.

David's inexplic.ble fear increased with the
air of mystery and excitement whick was dis-
cernible on every face. As he approacked the
well-known vinerard-wall which bounded the

miller’s garden, the chapel-bell began to tolt !

with dull, slow beats, like 8 funcral call, and
between its throbs David paused and listened

far the well-remembered sound of the rushing .

roill-stream : but this morning, black and grim

in its distastefvl idleness, the ponderous wheel

stood still.

Nota few, also, among the crowd siopped
and pointed across the vine trellises to the hoase
of Jean Iseraun, and David fancied he canght
te words: %1t was there she lived, poor

gitl " or, ¢/ That is the miller's house, where

St. Verena was born.”
At a tara in the road. just where the garden-
gate emerged uvan the road, he came upon the

well-known figure of an vld man, leaning for-

ward on the low wall, with his head sunk in

bis hands.

himsclf.
David’s heart Tearned to stop ani queslion

it was Jean lserau, the old miller |
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bim, but to discover himsell now in the pre-
sence of S0 many witnesses, were certaic
death.

By the chapel-gates the crowd was dense,
but in the long strip of deep pasturage beneath
the shadow of the rocks it was denser gtill.

| There was everywhere a heavy odour of incense,
} and the sound of priests chanting solemnly.
At asignal (it was the bell from the convent
., of St. Alda, on the bill-side) the chanting ceas-
1"ed ; a deep bush fell upon the multitude, and
every head among the crowd wes raised up-
wards, while the faces of women grew white
and those of men straungely stern.

* God help ber! Is she not young anc
beautiful ?” gasped & mother, with an infapt in
1 herarms,

' %Ay, ay!acecond St. Alda”

“ They called ber a heretic,” mullered s
i third. with indignation.

1t may be thev were not so far wrong.
replied 2 fourth.  © She ¢alls this a test of the
true faith.”

A dread murmur passed through the crowd.
David looked up with a shuddering previsios
" On the summit of the cliff, between hiip and the
! sky. stood = stight, girlish figure, glorified in
i the morning light.

In the features upturped and raptured by Ler
sublime ijllusion, he recognised Verena, bhis
. betrothed. There she stood, the victim of su-
; perstition and self-sacrifice 10 the faith founded
! on the sand.

With a sudden impulse of agony, David cai-

. led to her: but his voice was drowned in the

, hum of admiration and applause, If his spiri
could that moment have left Lis body, it would
| have joined ber like a thought, and held ber
back from her impious atiempt.
Hie saw her stretch out her hands and step tv
, the very brow of the chiff His senses swam.
. and he would fain have withdrawn his cyes.
! but they were fixed and fascinated. Then, like
a snovw-drift, which sun-touched, glides noise-
. lessly over the edge of a precipitous rock, Verena
! dropped into the valley beneath.
The mob surged round David, and pushed
i him to and fro; then came 2 terrible silence,
i which seemed to freeze the blood in all veins:
i the silence was followed by a shudder and s
? groan ; whispered words of horror ran round
him through the crowd, and saturnine facss
that mocked caught his cager eyes.
¢ ©Verily a would-be saint.™ “A fit punisb-
. meat for arvogance.” & There was something
; in the tanner's charge.”
. Sach were the remarks bardied about, for
1 mea's hearts were callous in these days.
David’s scases no longer failed him ; 2 suddez
strongth was given to him, arnd he struggied
through the crowd towards the base of the
cliff.
There laxy Verena—or what was lately she—
a poor humbled form; motionicss on the spol
where she fell.  The crowd were breaking wp
sround her already, with harsh and unfecling
faces. Ther were under thatmerciless reactios
which follows cnthusiasm—cach man augry
. with himse){ for bis credality.
1t wes strange how simultantons was thiste-
i action. The priests Ied the way, shaking thes
i heads, and prophesying after the event. * This
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girl was not of the quality that saints were
mads of!’ # They krew it all aloog.” “She
kad heretic sympathies.” ‘She was betrothed
to a heretic.” ** No, no, not of such a type was
the blessed St. Alda.”

They melted away, that expectant crowd,
and Verens was left all but alone. A few
women, indecd, more curious or compassionate,
approached the place, as they might have done
had a poor straying lamb fallea from the cliff
overhead. They raised ber, but seeing nosign
of fife, they went mourofully away.

Meantime, David, who dgred not approach
till the people had all gone, Jurked faithfully
near. “ At least,” he murmured, ¢ I shall close
her poor eyes, and lay her body among her
people.”  And at the word  body ¥ heshudder-
ed and pressed his clenched hand to his heart.

But there was another for whom the tragic
scene seemed 1o bavean equalattraction. Above
the prostrate figure, nnd casting a shadow over
it, stood Garcino, the tanner; he also raised
Yerena's bead, and looked into her fixed cyes.
But at this moment the white lips opened, and
a voice, as it were, of one rcturning fromn the
dead uttered these words—

% None other pame given under heaven
whereby I may be saved.”

¢ Wretched heretic! ™ cried Garcino: “so
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this is what remainsof thee and thine insolence.
Thy lot had been otherwise hadst thou not
scorned me.”

# Garcino, help me.” Verena's eyes were
fired upon him in tardy recognition. * Carry,
me to my father's house in pity.”

« My pily for ihee is dead,” said Garcino, turn-
ing and leaving ber with a resolute step.

Around the miller's dwelling formany weeks
there was g sinister watch set.  Men who were
strangers to the place pecred round the house
as if searching for some one concealed within.
None knew whether Verena werealive or dead.
But one clear, frosty night a grove of flams
sprang up from the old will. and hissing timber
fell into its waters. Corn was scarce in the
country, and the burning mill with its precious
store caused great excitement and confusion in
tbe neighbourbood. The miller and his daughter
| were forgotten in the panic, and three fugitives.
+ under cover of the smoke apnd consternation

passed away and took their flight over the hills
i in safety. They were Jean Iserau, David, his
i future son-in-law, and Verenn, his daughter.
{ In her bosom was a clasped book the seattered

Vaudois had learned to love : and its texis were
¢ wridten in her heart. L. G.

Sabbatly Readmgs.

CHRIST'S ANSWER TO THE LAWYER.

' HIS answer completely
turned the tables upon

the lawyer. He was
caught in his own trap; and
not only so, but from his own
confession was his heart and

and insignificant all human

arison with the unfathomable mind of
ivinity ! Jesus obtained from the law-
yer his understanding 25 to what consti-
tuted the substance of the law, and then
told him to fulfil that and he would live
for ever.
this: “ Do your duty to God and man, and
you shall inherit eternal life.”

The prominent feature in this answer is
its simplicity, and for practical lmportance
this point is specially worthy of our con-
sideration. In no age of the world has

there been more necessity that the simple -

Gospel, in its power of native truth and
divinity, should be proclaimed and com-
mended to humanity.  We de not mean to
say that thisis an irrcligious age; on the

contrary there is in a sense too much re- -

ligien.  This is the age emphatically of
religious discussion and agitation. There

life condemned. How puny |

learning and Wit in com-

His answer therefore wassimply -

are more religious books published and
read, more churches built, more money
cxpended, more missionaries sent abroad
now than in any previous portion of the
i world's history. This is the age of synods, of
, conventions, of religious activities of every
+ description.  Even in the halls of our legis-
! Jature and in the councils of the mightiest
governments of the ecarth, religious ques-
tions are among the most important topios
of discussion and are the key to many of
the political difficultics of the day. Re-
+ ligion now-a-days is a thoroughly respect-
able and fashionable thing. Men are not
ashamed now, as they were two hundred
years ago, to be called Christians: on the
contrary, it is rather a disgrace to a man if
he is not 2 member or adkerent of some
particular communion. The greatest stigma
that can be attached te a man is to say of
him, “Oh, h. doesn’t belong to any
church.”  Such a man is looked upon as a
pariah in society. Now in such a state of
things as this the danger is that the Gaspel
in its simplicity will be undervalued ; that
which constitutes its saving point, nay. its
crowning glory, will be overlooked and
neglected.  The world now-a-days is too
rehgious for the Gospel, its requirements
are too few and simple for its activity and
zeal. *This do and live™ is not now

1
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sufficient for the craving heart of humanity.
Hence there is a multiplication of cere-
monies and rites, the introduction of rituals
and chants, and new and cumbrous forms
of church service: There is attention to
cverything that gratifies the eye and the
car, the gorgeous ceremonial, the priestly
robes, the outward trappings and all the
other glitter and tinsel of religion. We

sec this tendency of the present age bear- |
ing its natural fruit in the corruption of :
doctrine and practice, which has crept into ,

our sister church of the Reformation, and |

in the semi-return to popery of such a .
exerted his whole skiil and power in draw-

large proportion of her members.  We see

it in her open performance and vindication
it was a master-piece of artistic beauty :

of penances, auricular confession, prayers
for the dead, establishment of nunneries,

and the unduly magpifying of the clerical

office and authority. That which 1s the
great vitiating centre of Romanism, and
the fruitful mother of much of her dark-
ness and intolerance, viz., the exalting of
the Church above the Gospel, making her
authority more binding than that of the
Bible, is now rapidly impregnating Episco-
palianism, and in fact is practically avowed
by many of its ministers. Some of the
latter have even gone the length of refusing
the simple title of ministers, ministers of
men for Jesus Christ's sake, and arrogate to
themselves the name and function of
priests.  We see this tendency cven in our
own beloved Church, in the additions
which have lately been made, or attempted
to be made, to our customary forms of
Church service ; those encroachments upon
the simplicity of our public worship, which
is the crowning glory of Presbyterianism.
Now we hold that the antidote to this cor-

rupting tendency of the present age, liesin

the answer which our Lord gave to the
lawyer.  The latter is a typeof the formal
ritualistic, puseyite class of the present day.
It is just his spirit, in a different phase,
which is now vitiating religion.  Now, the
great power which we have to put forth in
order to meet and overcome this, is the
simple Gospel, in its purity of native truth
and divinity. The more we have of this
the less we will have ol ceremonialism ; and
the expericnce of this and all ages proves
that the more we have of ceremonialism,
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the less we will have of the pure, undefiled
religion of the Gospel. Justas the clouds
and mists obscure the light and glory of
the morning sun, so do the rites and cere-
monies of men encloud and obscure the
efficacy and real glory of the Gospel. The
Gospel needeth not the inventions and
additions of man in order to enhance its
saving and sanctifying efficacy; on the
contrary it is robbed of half its power and
all its bheauty by being robed in these
wide flowiag garments of human externa-
lism.

It is said that a great painter once

ing a picture of our Saviour; when finished

then, enclosed in 2 splendid frame, it was
exposed to public view ; two peasants pass-
ing by rivited their gaze solely on the
frame, “ Ob, what a beautiful frame,” they
exclaimed. The artist in disgust drew his
brush through the picture, and painted o
more. Thus when the Gospel is encireled
with a fiamework of gorgeous ceremonial-
ism and «xuberant ritual, the attention of
weak, perishing sinners, is distracted from
it and fixed only on this showy external-
ism, which can no more nourish and save
the soul, than the dry husks of corn can
feed the body. The grace of God comes
home to the siomer's heart with double
power and cfficacy when it flows direct
from the Gospel fountain, unincumbered by
human inventions and ornameats. The
more direct the channel, the simpler the
form of our approaches to divinity, the
more free and copious will he the back-
flowings of his healing and saving grace
into our souls.

Let us not therefore forget Christ's
answer to the lawyer: let its spirit and
practice actuate all our services of religion.
Liet us divest ourselves of any tincture of
the insincers, unholy spirit of the lawyer,
and with perfect hearts and minds let us
come direct to the Gospel fountain and bathe
in its healing waters; then our worship
will be the genuine outpouring of a heart
conscious of guilt and misery, and God
in his mercy will make us the recipients of
his saving and sanetifying grace here, and
the joyful heirs of his glory hercafter.
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Rliscellancons.

QUEEN ISABELLA'S CONFESSOR.

Sir George Bowyer vouches fur the fact that
Mounsigoor Claret, the confessur of Queen 1:a-
bella of Spain, is ¢ & most exemplary ecclesias-
tic; that ¢ his whole life is devoted to charity
and piety,” and that he is ¢ universally vene-
rated as a most devout and practical Chris-
tian.”

Lady Herbert, the widow of the lamented
Sidney Herbert, who, since she was left a widow
hats herself gone over to the Romish Church,
adds her testimony, in her “ Recollections of
Spain,” assoving us, that Monsignor Claret is
“a maa remarkable fur bis great persoual hobi-
ness und ascetic life.”

We accept these testimonies without any dif-
ficulty, and shall offer no resistance to the ad-
wission of M. Claret into the company of that

small body of ccclesiastics who are exceptions :

10 the geueral rule.  The ovrdinary repute and
geuneral estimation of the Spanish clergy is, that
they are not holy men,—that they are not cven
decently moral men.  As to this fict, our rend-
¢rs may consult Blanco White, himself a Spa-
nish priest, or Inglis, or Meyrics, or any other
of a dozen travellers who lave described the
state of Spain within the last twenty years.

Monsignor Claret, however, is to be taken to
be an exception to the general rule. Accord-
ing to Sir George Bowyer and Lady Herbert,
he is a very saintly man. But this fact intro-
duces, of necessity, a very awkward and diffi-
cult gestion.

This Queen is 2 * very religious” Queen, She
1s constantly in the habit of going to mass, and
of communicating. But she canaot do this with-
out first confessing and receiving absolution.
She must bave lived, then, for years, in the habit
of daily sin, of the most flagrant kind ; and in
the babit of going day by day, to kneel before
her confessor, and t~1i him, again and again, of
her habitual, transgression and then to reccive
from him a full and frec absolution and pardon :

cast over it.  We have had, nominally, Protes
tant covereigns who kave lived no better lives
than Isabella of Spain, Lut then we give them
up to plain censure, and we say, that the less
any talk of religion is heard in their cases, the
better. The single point which offends us in
the present instance is, the thrusting forward
o Jdignified priest of the Roman Church, as
baving a part in all thisimmorality. The peo-
ple of Spain have thrown down the statue of
their Queen, and have dragged it through the
streets.  This was the verdict of common sense
and of outraged national feeling, But if the
perple were substantially right, then the snint-
1y Monsigaor Claret must have been frigbtfully
wrong. He has seen, for a dozen years past, the
Queen sinning, constantly and perseveringly.
and not repenting.  He has seen her going on,
unblushingly, in a reckless course of profliga-
c¥. And yethe bas, in the fuil knowledge of
all this, * confessed and absulved ker, week by
week, or even day by day : and has left her to
believe the fatal e, that ke, a poor, weak, and
sinning creature, could actually pardon and
cancelall hersins.  Others may call Monsignor
Claret “ a holy™ ard * deeply religious man,

- if they will; but we should be very unwilling

toaward him any such commendations.

It is not, however, of him, so much as of the
system, that we complain. Without any doubt
or liesitation, we say, that the Romish Church
has flagrantly sinned in the casc of Queen Iza-
bella. Her moral offences were known to all
D, yet her confessor could * shrive her,” week
by week, and even her “ Holy Fatker the Pope”
could stoop to sead her a signal token of his
approbation, the golden rose, blest by tim, and
held to confer reculiar privileges. Tius sanc-
tioned and approved by the chwef men in her
Church, how was poor Isabslla to imagine that
she was, after all. a wretched offender against
even the decencies of life, and anobject of loath-

© ing to nineteen-twentieths of Lier own stubjects ?

so that she rose from her knees before him, a , -0V .
this pious devoutness is really genuine, and not

cleansed sinner. fit to go straight into the
church, and receive into her lips the * tremen-
dous and unbloody sacrifice.” And all this bor-
rible and wicked travesty of sacred things has

been transacied day by day, fur vears past: and -
AN : d

this Monsignor Claret has been the chief actor
init: and yet we are assured by Sir George
Rowrer and Lady Herbert, that e is a “ most
holy,” ““most cxemplary,” and “most devout”
man !

Now, assuming for argument's sake that all

assumed to mask their real aims, isit not in
conformity with all expericuce that Cliramon-
tanism shounld ckoose agenis of this kind to use
as instruments and tools in carrying out itsde-
signs? Isit not notorious that the Jesuits, for
instance, have been always careful to select, for
some of their agents, persons whose simplicity
and respectability placed them above suspicion.

- while their bigotry and enthusiasm rendered

Now, these most frightful and revolting facts

bring the whole Romish system before us; and,
if we would urderstand the matter at all, we

must find our way through a whole wilderness -

of very tangled questions. In fact. we have
here what Romanists and Ritualists term the
“ sacramental system” brought 10 a practical
test

The broad fact, which stands in the view of
all the world, is, that Queen Isabella has been
Yiving the lite which Louis XIV. lived, and
which many other sovereigns have lived ; but
which is made morc than usually revolting in
their cases, by the cloak of religivn which is

them the most useful of emissaries 7

But Gliramontanism has already made itself
€0 odious cven at Naple: and Vienna that it has
been totally cjected in the one place, and its
power broken in the other. The only places
where it nas lingered thus long are Rome—its
natural seat and centie—and Madsid.  But the

. Spanish people have awakened at leugth to the

evils of the system, and in spite of the Pope,
and the pious and immacalate Father Claret

. and his coadjutress the Bleeding Nun, and the

myriads of clergy spread all over the country,
have “* pronounced against thisbnd Government
and its authors, the Bourbon dynasty.”
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JFOLLOW IN HIS TRAIN.*

And he that taketh not his eross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.—Matt. x. 83.

i & HE Son of God goes forth to war,
: K‘(‘E ‘rk A kingly crown to gain;
;4] His blood-red banner streams afar,
Who follows in his train-?

Who best can drink his cup of woe,

Y

5

- Trinmphant over pain ;
Who patient bears his cposs below,
He follows in his train,

The martyr first, whose eagle eye
Could pierce beyond the grave;

Who saw his Master in the sky,
And called on him to save.

Like him, with pardon on his tongue,
In midst of mortal pain,

He prayed for them that did the wrong;
Who follows in his train ?

A glorious band, the chosen few
On whom the Spirit came;
Twelve valiant saints, their hope they koew,
" And mocked the cross and fame :
They climbed the steep ascent of heaven,
Through peril, toil, and pain :
O God! to us may grace be given
To follow in their train !

*“From * Hymns for the Worship of God, selected and arranged for the use of congregations -
connected with.the.Church of: Scotland.”



