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THE CANADIAN

UNITED PRESBUTERIAN MAGAZINE

Vor. IL TORONTO, MARCH 1, 1855. No. 3.

Fiscellxnneous Avticles.

ERRRAT R

GNION BETWEEN THE FREE AND UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES.

1o the Editor of the Canadian U. P. Magazine.

Sir,—T1 beg to offer a few remarks on the above subject, suggested by.
the Rev. Mr. Ure’s letter, contained in your No. for January, leaving it,.
however, to some better qualified brother to go more fully into the matter.*
I hope to be “calm,” as you recommend, though T fear I may not succeed
in being so ““ argumentative”” as you could wish. And let me say, at the out-
set, that though the prospects of union are not very bright, there are still.
some rather promising appearances in the case. Both churches profess, and
I doubt not, with perfect sincerity, to be desirous of union, on principles
which to cach seem scriptural. The advantages of such a union, all agree,.
g arc numerous, obvious, and great. Sanguine expectations were recently

entertained that a union, even more comprehensive, would be speedily
accomplished in Australia. Iopeful movements, I understand, are at pre-
sent in progress, for a union between the English Presbyterian Church,
and that portion of the United Presbyterian Church which has a local habi-
tation south of the Tweed. Were either of these junctions happily effected,
it would naturally tend to draw ours in its train. What is, perhaps, more
to the purpose than all this, it scems probable from Mr. Ure’s letter, that

there may have been some misconception among us, as to the difference

really subsisting between the two churches in Canada.  Your contributor,
# Dr. Ferrier, I think, admits, in your last No., page 38, that there is more
hope on this ground than he had previously supposcd.

Mr. Ure is pleased to say, that the resolutions adopted by our Synod
‘ were conceived in an excellent spirit.” I believe every person present at
the Synod will attest that the whole of its proccdure in conncction with

* A Reply to Mr. Ure may probably appear in our next.—Eb.
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that picce of business, evinced the most perfect cordiality and friendliness,
on our part, towards the Presbyterian Church of Canada. So far well.—
But Mr. Ure alleges, that we were chargeable with the error of ¢ setting
the example of announcing the conditions by which our own Committee
were to be controlled.” I have heard the sume thing said before.  Now,
with great deference, it scems to me that if we laid down conditions, it was
in appearance rather than in reality. What he refers to is, of course, our
using the words,— The principle of this church in regard to that question
(Establishments) has always been, that it shall be matter of forbearance.”
Litera scripta manet ; and it is of little use in such a case, to talk of what
the Synod intended. At all events, that is what no individual has any
authority to do. But may I be permitted to state the views with which 1,
for one, concurred in the adoption of the above sentence, and which I sup-
posed, and still suppose, to have been those of my brethren. They were
these :—The Free Church is understood to hold the Establishment princi-
ple; most of us hold the Voluntary principle; and very many imagine that
it is embodied in our authorized creed—in the subordinate standards of our
church. Thereis conscquently a very general impression, that there can be
no sound and cordial union between the ¥'ree Church and ourselves, unless
we can cither induce them to become voluntaries, or they can induce us to
become compulsories ; or unless, mutually making concessions, they and we
agree to meet in a half-way house between the two positions, we are corsi-
dered as, at present, respectively occupying. Now, the members of the
other Synod, and well-informed persons generally no doubt, know that
this is incorrect. Nevertheles, for popular purposes—ard surely unless we
«carry the people along with us we had better not proceed—it may be proper
to state explicitly and distinetly, how the matter stands with us, and there-
by shew that, so far as anything like terms of communion is concerned, the
difference between our brethren and us, is not so wide and formidakle as many
imagine: that we, in fact, already occupy what may be considered the neu-
tral ground of forbearance, and that if our brethren, without abandoning the
establishment principle, can only find themselves at liberty to declare it no
longer a condition of fellowship, they and we may at once, honourably &nd
heartily coalesce. Thus I account for the clause. As matters have turned
out, it may perhaps be to be regretted, that our Synod gave any utterance on
the subject; but I am gricvously mistaken, if in doing so, they did not re-
goxd themselves as smoothing the way for union, instead ef erecting a bar-
rier.

Mr. Ure says :—“The principle of forbearance on that latter question
(ecclesiastical establishments) is, for all practical ends, as fully recognised
in our own Church as it can be among the United Presbyterians them-
gelves.”” The expression ¢ for all practical ends” might be differently
interpreted. I shall not be guilty of anything so offensive as to insinuate,
that it may mean merely that known or suspected voluntaries are tolerated
in the Free Chucch, provided they can bring themselves to subscribe

.articles embodying the establishment principle; but hoping that the
meaning is that there is nothing in the articles to which the Free
“Churoh requires subscription, implying approval of the principlé of esta-
‘blishments, then, I cannot but think it matter of congratulation that the
-unfortunate, though well meant, declaration of our Synod has had the
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effect of bringing out so importzxqt m}d saf.isf'uetory an avowal.  After al),
however, probably Dr. Ferrier is right in supposing that our brethrgn
and we are not quite agreed about what the prmczpl.e of estabhshments is.
Indeed, I imagine that Mr. Ure in a great part of his letter, is just plead-
ing for what a thorough-going Voluntary would call an establishment under
awask. I leave that, however, to be handled by some one morc com-
petent to the task; and as the present communication is getting too
lengthy, let me simply, before I conclude, advert to the deed of the Free
Church Synod in June last, respecting the Confession of Faith which will
be found in your numbers for July and for October, and to which I think
great uttention is due in connection with the question of union.

"The Synod renew their adherence to the Conicssion as approved by the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 1647, and ¢ herchy
declare that they do not understand the passages relating to the duty of the
Civil Magistrate, as teaching and sanctioning an Krastian control of the church
by the Civil Magistrate, or the persecution of individuals for conscience sake.”
Now Sir, I cannot refrain from saying that this is, to me, a great deal
short of satisfactory. To say that one does “ not understand” such and
such to be Krastianism and persecution, is widely different from repudiating
these abominations.  Suppose that two individuals walking together on
the strees, hear cursing and swearing, and that the one says, I abhor that
profanity,” while the other replics, ¢ I do not consider that to be profanity,”
what conclusion could we draw but that these two persons totally disagreed
respecting profanity, and that the latter went far to approve of it? Let
any person read the third section of the twenty-third Chapter of the Con-
fession, and then ask himself if it be not brim-full of Erastianism. It de-
clares that the magistrate ‘“ hath power to call Synods, to be present at them,
and to provide that whatsoever istransacted in thein be according to the mind
of God.” This, like every other portion of the Confession, is supported
by references to Scripture. The only passage adduced from the New Tes-
tament in favour of the above, however, is Mat. ii. 4, 5, where we read of
Herod calling together the chicf priests and secribes, and demanding of”
them where Christ should be born, that he might put him to death! Fur-
ther, the Synod of the Frec Church heartily disclaim Erastianism and per-~
secution “ as inconsistent with the liberty wherewith Christ has made his
people free.” Very good, but it is not the liberty of Christ’s people alone
that we should look to. There are certain rights of man, which ought
not to be invaded, and which the golden rule binds Christians especially to
rospect.  Persccution, therefore, ought to be disclaimed on other, and on
broader grounds The Synod also pronounce Erastianism and persecution, to-
be ¢ opposed to the spirit and terms of the said Confession, and repudiated
by the Church in hes purest times.” Now that there are portions of the
Confession, the spirit and terms of which are opposed to those hateful ob-
jeets is true.  But it not unfrequently happens that when a document is
framed to meet the views of a numerous body not at one among them-
selves, the method not only of compromise, but of sclf-inconsistency is,
to some extent, had recourse to. Each party gets in a clause to suit itself,.
for the sake of which, it has to admita clause to suit its opponent. It is re-
lated, if [ mistake not, in Dr. Cook’s History of the Church of Scotland, that,
some time priorto the Reformation, the question arose in that ancient kingdom.
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Whether the Lord's Prayer ought to be addressed to God, or to the angels?
Several debates among learned men took place at St. Andrews; but
without any satisfuctory result, so that at length it was found necessary to
convene a Synod of the Scotch Bishops for determining the point
authoritatively ; and their canny deliverance was, Thet the Loaid’s 1iayer
ought to be addressed to God, yet so that the angels should be invoeated.
As to persecution being ¢ repudiated by the Church in her purest times,”
I presume the Church of Scotland 1s meant, and 1 may ask what ¢ purest
times” arc referred to? We all know how a Papist, celebrating wmass,
would have been disposed of by John Knox, or by his successors in 1647.

Upon the whole, that decd of Synod disappointed and grieved me not a
little. A large portion of the Iree Church, ministers and people, I am
sure are far in advance of it, and till they gain the ascendancy, or assert
what they perhaps already possess, 1 fea~ there is little hope of a unicn.—
Nevertheless, conscivus as I am of a fervent and unabzted desire for peace
and unity, I beg again to subscribe myself,

IRENICUS.

CANADIAN ITINERANCY, No. I

(A Letter from a Preacher to a Minister of the U. P. Church.)

Deswr Sir,—In accordance with your request, I proceed to give you a current
acconnt of my journeyings, during thetime I had the honour to fulfil Synodical
and Presby terial appuintments, as an humble preacher of “the glorious Gospel.”
I must write from memory (at best of singular lubricity), as I took no jottings
by the way, except of the places officially visited, the time when, and a few

-other matiers required of every preacher.  Thus you are not likely to ke bored
by statistics, or bewildered in furests of figures: and should I at any time
chance tu condescend on them, or rather presume to deal in them, you will of
course attach no higher value to them, than what is due to the statements of an
would-be honest man, possessed of a somewhat treacherous memory. But
-enough of preliminary matter. ’
My first appuintment was tu the eastern or isolated part of the Presbytery
.of Durham, m the diocese, as I call it, of that amiable man and devoted
minister, the Rev. Juhn Scott, of Bath. On my way thither I spent a part of
two days with an old and excellent friend, the Rev. Mr. Cassie, oi Port Lope.
His pastorate there has been prulonged, prosperous, and singularly peaceful.
The members of the Presbyterian family in Canada are, as you know and
lament, sadly severed, mutually alienated, and actually imbittered in spirit
toward each other. But those residing in and around Port Ilope are a noble
-exception to the general and melancholy rule.  As far as I have learned, they
have never had a bicker, or the semblance of such. They have lived, and
seemed to love, as brethren, very wisely availing themselves of the faithful and
affectionate ministrations of Mr. Cassic. 1lis church is the only Presbyterian
place of worship in the town.

“ Uty teal place the tribes go up.” I mean the several Presbyterian tribes;
and in charity and in no spirit of invidiousness or exclusion, it may be added ;—
 The tribes of God go thither.” This absence of opposition and this unusual
harmony are owing, I doubt not, to the John-like spirit and deportment of our
friend. IHe is emphatically a man of peace. The language of his life, ds well
as of his lips is, “ Be at peace among yourselves,” ** Love one another.” 1is
_people, aided I Lelieve by liberal contributions from those of other communions,
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have erected a new church of large dimensions. 1t was not then quite finished,
but is ngv, and has I~~n appropriated for divine worship. May the worthy
pastor and his attached people have a future, as prosperous and peacelul a8
the past.

¢ Pray that Jerusalem may have

Peace ond felicity ; _
Let them that love tiee and thy peace

Have still prosperity.”

Perhaps you think I have lingered long enough in and nbopb .Port.IIope.
I confess tu a liking for peaceful spots, and they are not very rife in this war-
wasted . world.

1 set out from Port Hope, and had intended to be, ere the close of that day,
thirty or forty miles nearer the scene of my appointed labours, provided the
roads would permit, which was very doubtful. At several places they offered
serious protest to the passage of vehicles ; and there was no exception made in
favour even of a bishup’s carriage, as I can attest. To give you some idea of
the then state of the roads—it was April—I had, in one instance, to tie up,
turn to, and assist in unyoking, and rolling out of the mire, a Roor animal in the
middle of Her Majesty’s Canadian highway, alias Kingston Road, as they call
it. But this was a long way west of Port Hope. By performing this act of
necessity and mercy I cleared*my conscience, and felt happier far in my sadly
soiled clothes, than any surpliced priest could have done had he passed by on
the other side. Certain I am that such work was neither unepiscopal nor
unapostolical, whatever some self-asserted successionists might say to the
contrary.

Having learned that Dr. Duff, whom I helieve you knew at College, was to
give an address on missions that evening at Cubourg, I resolved to abide there
till another day, although the week was waning, and many a tough mile lay
between me and my destination. At the huzard of having to drive hard durin
the remainder of the journey, Iresolved to remain at Cobuurg for the night an§
have my soul warmed, and my curiosity gratified, by listening to the fervid
cloquence and stirring ap?eals of this far-famed Indian apustle. Nor did I
regret my resolve ; though I must confess Dr. Duff disappuinted me not a little.
But this was no fault of his, but of his very kind but injudicious friends. My
expectations were too large. I had been led to furm a very high estimate of
him as a man of mind, and of genius even. I had given him a niche among
intellectual giants. But as regards mere mental calibre I found him to be s
great deal nearcr the dimensions of ordinary men than I expected or wished.
A man’s reputation may be endangered, or even damaged, by unwise friends as
well as by open foes. Kindness in the shape of unmeasured laudation is often
nothing short of positive cruelty. Some men might well wish to be ‘saved
from their friends.” Youare not to suppose from these unsophisticated remarks
that I do not admire Dr. Duff. 1 do admire him, and very highly too ; and
what is better I love him much for his Master’s sake, and for his work’s sake,
and also for his own sake. In many respects heisunquestionably a great man.
He is great in goodness, viz. in piety toward Gud, and in benevolence toward
men ; and he is'superlatively greatin devotednessand in zeal. Ifis sympathies
are large and sanctified. Ile feels keenly for the woes of others, and burns
with holy, divine-like desire to have all men brought to a knowledge of the
truth as it is in Jesus, that their guilt may be removed, their wretchedness ter-
minated, and their everlasting bliss secured. The evangelistic spirit envelopes
and pervades his heart and svul.  'Who would not admire and love such & man;
and bless the Lord that he had so endowed and so inspired him? 1le must be
a doubtful Christian, and even a cold-hearted man, whe can listen to Dr. Duff
without admiration, affection, and gratitude. Our world were blessed if such
men as he were rife, as they are rare.  Still I think it is doing him wrong to
claim for him originality, or unwonted width and strength of mental grasp.
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In these respects ho bas many compeers and not n few superiors in the holy
host of heavenly warriors, who are set for the defence and the spread of the
Gospel. e is more intense than powerful; more suasive than convincing,
In o word his heart is larger than Lis head. 1lis eloquence is sumewhat pecu-
liar. 1In faet, it is his own, as it ought to be. Every really cloquent man is
the author of his own style of oratory. Dr. Duff’s is good, in as much as it
seems natural to him, and is felt by the audience to be arrestive and at times
exciting. Even the wriggling of his body, and the jerking up of his coat with
his right arm or elbow, are soon forgiven, if not forgotten, by those privileged
to look at him, and listen to him while pouring forth his sentiments, his desires,
and detestations. All comes boiling from his eapacious, warm, devoted and
withal loving heart. His ardour is intense. This I believe to be the most
prominent feature of his mind, and that which chiefly gives distinct and dis-
tinguished character to the man.

When I heard him that evening at Cobourg, he was evidently physi-
cally futigued, and seemed to me not a little mentally juded. And no
wonder. e had just arrived from Toronto, where he had spoken that fore-
noon,and the evening before, to large, sympathising, and enthusiastic audiences,
which could not fail to excite his mind to a very furor of holy zeal, and prompt
the most impassioned utterances. e came to Cobourg with a willing mind 1n
a wearied budy. You know something of the reciprocation between the mind
and the body. Notwithstanding, he did well on the whole. At first he was
rather indefinite and discursive.  But he gradually gathered up his skirts,
and rushed along, at times, in splendid style, throwing from him rare gems of
thought. He was most successful when he got back to his owu loved India,
dark and down-trodden though it be. I attentive auditors felt, I doubt not,
as if bathed in the benevolence of the Gospel, and resolved, it is to be hoped,
to do more, by prayer, and pains, and pelf, for the spread of the Gospel than
heretofore. 1f the members of the Churches of Christ were inspired, in some
measure, as Dr. Duff is, with ardent love to Christ and with constraining pity
for perishing souls, the story of the Cross would soon be told to * every kin-
dred, and neople, and nation.” It cannot be denied that we are sadly wanting
in duty to our Lord, and in kindness to our fellow men. We have been un-
faithful “stewards of the manifold grace of God.” “We are verily guilty
concerning our brethren.” We possess ‘‘ the bread of life” in such ample
store, as-is sufficient for our own wants and the wants of the world ; butwe
keep up that “ bread,” while two-thirds of earth’s inhabitants are the victims
of spiritual famine and eternal death ! Will the Lord not require their blood
at our hands? What o terrible thing it is to be guilty of the blood of souls!
And Christians will not be guiltless of that blood till they do what they can to
have the Gospel preached “to every creature,” agreeably to the express and
imperative command of Christ—till they take & positive and a personal part in
the evangelization of the world. Every Christian is bound either to carry or
send the Gospel to the destitute—either to go personally and preach, orto
preach by proxy. Every onecannot go, nor is every one fitted to go; but
every one, from the poor-widow, with her * two mites,” up to the millionaire,
may have,and should have,a hand in the glorious work of preaching the Gospel
to the destitute and the dying. But I find I am preaching to you a sermon on
missions, which I know you little need compared with others; in them you
have long becn engaged heart and hand.

I must now bid adieu to Cobourg and hie on my eastern way. TRut before
proceeding, I may mention that while waiting there for night and Dr. Duff’s
lecture, 1 took a solitary stroll in search of the lions of the place, if any sueh
there were. I found my way to “ Victoria College,” an educational institution,
got up and chiefly supported by the Wesleyans, 1 believe. The buildings are
modestly elegant and commodious, and the internal arrangements apparently
convenient. The bell rang as I approacied, and I found my way into the

e



UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HISTORY. 71

mathomatical class-toom. There was a goodly muster of students, the number
I forget; most of them boys in_their teens, and seemingly not far advanced
even in them. It was revisal-day or hour, so I was demed the pleasure of
listening to a lecture on the sublime science from an apparently very capable
professor, whose fa ¢ was “ sickited o'er with the pale cast of thought.” Several
of tho lads gave indication of very considerable talent, but some of them, Ifear,
will not bo able for a long time to caleulate the return of the last comet. The
class dismissed, and I left, musing on my college days and my Alma Muter in
far, but favored land. ¢ Victoria College,” although a juvenile institution in
more senses than one, was not wanting in interest to me, from the fact that it
was within its walls that our gifted friend and brother the Rev. W. Ormiston
studied and taught so successfully. May it be honoured with many like
alumni.

I reached Belleville in the evening of the day I left Cobourg. It wasa long
drive for the ronds, and the day was very cold. Of the country and places
through which I passed I need not particularly write, as you are neither land-
jobber, farmer nor merchant. The soil generally did not seem any thing like
first rate, although there were fertile spots, and here and there farm-steadings
that told the traveller that their owners throve. Colborne and Brighton are
considerable and rising villages; and Trenton is o small but bustling town.
The Trent there is a fine Canadian river, spanned by a strong and costly
wooden bridge. The river and the bridge borg some resemblance to the Clyde
and the bridge acr-ss it at Rutherglen, some twenty years ago, As for inci-
dents on the way, they were few, hardly interrupting the monotony, and
would not remunerate you for the trouble of reading them were they written.
Some of them were tinted with the ludicrous, and not wanting in recondite
instruction, but I am sure you would not wish me to become cgotistical and
silly in order that you might smile.

But I mues leave off. My letter, unwittingly to me, has got lengthy, and 1
fear will be as-tiresome to you as the road was to me. Do not hesitate to tell
me if you are tired of my twaddle, and I will readily relieve you of further
annoyance from that source. But, unless instructed to the contrary, I shall
take yov. on with me from Belleville at some early leisure hour, and shall
endeavour to carry you more rapidly along than heretofore.

Yours, very sincerely,

e

kd
Preacher.

, 1864,

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HISTORY.

BY THE REV. DR. FERRIER, CALEDONIA.

The history of the Associate Synod is deeply interesting in its relation to
other Churches with which it held conunection. Exclusiveness was never a
characteristic of this Church, as it was in some degree of the other side of the
Secession ; and never, like the present Free Church, did its ministers look upon
themselves with an air of fulsome congratulation, as if saying, * We are the
people, and wisdom shall die with us.”  They had always a catholic spirit;
and they willingly co-operated with other denominations in matters in which
they arreed. They found none in Scotland, durirg the last century, with
whom they could unite. But they had, in a very particular way, recognized
the Associate Reformed Synod of the United States of America 83 a sister
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Church; and, at the beginning of the present century, they renewed their
correspondence with this Church, and entered into very close alliance.

It was in the summer of 1801, that the Rev. John Mason, of New York, be-
longing to the Aesuciate Reformed Church of America, paid a visit to Seotland ;
and his chief object was to obtain a supply of preachers for the American
Churches. e was received by the Associate Synud with much cordiality, and
took his seat ns a corresponding member. The Synod appuinted a eommitteo
to nssist him in the olject of hus visit, and oave every encouragement to min-
isters, Prc:\cherﬂ, and students, to devote themselves to this Transatlantic mis-
sion. 'The result was, that when Mr. Mason sailed home in 1802, he was
accompanied by six ministers, who were all soon afterwards settled in different
parts of the country ; and thus a much cluser connection was fo*med between
the Synod in Scotland and the American Synod. They agreed to preserve a
regular correspondence ; and the following articles of uniun and correspond-
ence were adopted by the Associate Synod of Scotland, and transmitted to this
American Synod:—

1. That there shall be a regular transmission of the minutes of the several
meetings of the two Synods to one another,

“2, 9'hat the transmission shall once a year be accompanied with a judicial
letter, containing such infurmation respecting the state of religion in the con-
gregations under their inspection, as may be practicable and useful.

«3. That the same faith shall be given mutually to testimonials from either
of the corresponding churches to the other, that is usually given by the differ-
ent parts of the same church to one another.

“.4, That the members of either Synod who shall occasionally be prese t
ot any of the meetings of said Synod, or of the Presbyteries in subordination
to them, shall, on proper evidence of their character, be invited to act along
with them as corresponding members. T

«§. That the Associate Synod shall from time to time, according to their
ability, and as the circumstances of the Reformed Church may require, do
everything that is competent in thew, to furnish the.n with a supply of minis-
ters and nrobationers, to preach the Gospel under their inspection.”

To these articles an answer was svon received from the Associate Reformed
Church «f America, in which they expressed the happiness they felt in Leing
so cordially recognized by their brethren in Scotland, and the pleasure it gave
them to reciproeate in this recognition ; as also their gratitude for the supply
of ministers they had obtained ; and their sincerc wish to cultivate and carry
on the correspounder ce which had been proposed.

There are few other subjects of prominent interest connected with the his-
tory of the Associate Synod. Towards the end of last century they presented
an address to his Majesty King George 111., in reference to the threatcned in-
vasion by the French—Dbreathing that loyal spirit, for which the ministers and
members of their Church had always been distinguished.

The exsicement respecting invasion burst out anew, and with increased
force, in 1803. Great alarm was felt, and the danger was considered real.
The country was aroused, and combined in preparing to do everything in their
power to repel the enemy. Every exertion was made by persons of influenco
to inspire the people with a patriptic spirit, and stir them up to meet w.th for-
titude and courage the expected erisis. The Associate Synod, on thls vecasion,
not only appainted a day of humiliation to be observed by all their congrega-
tions, but they published an address to their people on the subject of the
threalened invasion, pointing out their duty in the existing emergency. _

In supporting and encouraging the several Lénevolent institutions of the
country, the Associate : ynod manifested a spirit of Christian liberality. In
1805, they contributed nearly £1000 among their congregations, in behalf of
the Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh.

Iu the British and Foreign Bible Society, which had criginated in the pre-
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ceding year, they took the deopest interest; and no denomination was more
genlous in the formation and encouragement of Branch Societies throughout
every part of the country. .

In 1806 the attention of the Synod was a~ain called to the sister Ch ircl in
the United States, in consequence of a communication, stating their thankful-
ness to Gud for the success which had attonded their laboars, and expressing
the difficulties they still had from the want of preachers to meet the demands
made upon them,  They stated, also, the value of that assistance they had re-
ceived from those ministers and preachers who had already been sentout; and
that now a Thevlogical Seminary had Yeen in operation among them, having
been opened at New York in November, 1805, with cight students.

'o this communication the Associate Synod sent o reply, from which the
following extracts may be made, to give us some idoa of the affectionate Chris-
tian feeling prevailing towards their brethren on this Continent : —

“The connection, Brethren, and reciprocal communication so happily estab-
lished between the Associnte Reformed Church in North Americn nad the As-
sociate Church in Britain, is, in our opinion, an event of the inost auspicious
and plewing kind. In this event many wise and good pec;le on both sides of
the Atlantic greutly rejoice already; and many more, we trust, both in the
present age, and in all succeeding generations, will feel it a spring of joy and
praise, of gratitude and thanksgiving. Our holy religion is a fruit of love to
God ; it is o system of love; it deaws men to Gud and to one another, with the
cords of love; its great object, its ultimate resalt, is to unite completely, hap-
pily, and eternally in love the whole Church of the living Gud, collected from
all the countries of the world, and all the generations ot mankind. What wise
and grod man but would rejoice greatly in a connection which points towards
an ohject so highly sublime, and which leads to a result so pre-eminently

lorious ?

“The good news which you send us from your distant land tend greatly to
strengthen our han:ls and encourage our hearts in the good work of our com-
mon Lord.  That in all the borders of our sister Church, stretching from Mon-
treal to Georgia, and from t™2 Atlantic to the Ohio, there are soundness in the
Taith and steady attachment to Presbyterian order ; that among all the brethren
there are love and peace, and among the inhabitants of the land, in general, a
continually growing desire for the true bread ; that the brethren sent from us
are muteria’ly helping the faith and joy of the western Church ; and that the
80 much needed and desired Theological Seminary is opened among you with
prospects so fair and pleasing ; that such is the state of your Church, and such
the rising hope of the Christian religion in your country—inspire us with
pleasure, and make the joy of the Lird our strengih, Since we heard these
good tidings, we cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in
our prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give unto you and your people, and tie inhabitants of Americs in general, the
Spirit of wisdom and revelation i the knowledge of Himself, that ye, being
more and more enlightened and enlarged together, may know still more fully
and happily what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory
of Ilis inheritance in the suints, and what the exceeding greatness of His
power to those who believe.”

In 1808 an application was made by the Rev. Mr. Easton, of Montreal, for &
minister to labour in the Province of Lower Canada. At that time, however,
the application could not be met. Three years later, a congregation in Halifax,
Nova Scotia, presented a similar petition; and the Rev. James Robson, of
}inlc(}\winnoch, was loosed from his charge, and embarked to labour in that

eld.

In consequence of a v cition from Wells Street congregation, London, to be
allowed to make a selec.on of nymns and spiritual songs to be used in praise,
the Svnod, in 1811, expressed their unanimous opinion that the enlargemens
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of the Psalmody was a most desirable object; and at a subseqent meeting, théy
appointed a committee to make such a selection of Paraphrases and IIymns as
it might be proper to use—in the meantime giving liberty to make what use
they found expedient of the collection of Paraphrases published by the Church
of Scotland. It dues not appear that any report was made to the Synod by
this committee. 'The Part;ﬁhrases began from this time to be used in various
congregations throughout the Church.

When, in 1813, the Charter of the East India Company was renewed, and &
favourable opportunity afforded for sending mirsionaries to British India, a
vigorous effort was made by the friends of missions, in various denominations,
to obtain the insertion of a clause in the new charter, permitting missionaries
to be sent in British ships, instead of obliging them to go round by America ;
and also to afford them the protection of British subjects in prosecuting their
labours of love in India.

The fullowing petition on this subject, subscribed by all the ministers and
elders met in Synod, was forwarded to both ouses of Parliament :—

“ The humble petition of the subscribers, ministers and elders of the society
of Preshyterians in Scotland, known by the name of Burgher Seceders, met at
Edinburgh in their Associate Synod—

< Shewelh,

“That your petitioners regard with the deepest commiseration the spiritual
ignorance and moral degradation of the immense population of the British do-
minions in India.

“That, in the judgment of your petitioners, the only effectual remedy for the

ent evils which afllict this great part of the empire, is to be found in the free

iffusion of the knowledge of the doctrines and precepts of Christianity among
its inhabitants. -

 That your petitioners, convinced that our holy religion is the best friend
to peace and good order, are so far from apprehending danger to the British
interests in India, from prudent attempts to enlighten and Christianize that
part of the empire, that they consider it as the bounden duty of Christians
and Britens to use all proper means for this benevolent purpose; and contem-
plate with pleasure the happy consequences of such attempts, not'only in the
moral and religious improvement of the inhabitants of India, but in their in-
creasing attachment to the British government, and the greater sccurity of
these distant and valuable provinces.

May it, therefore, please your Honourable House to provide in the Charter
intended to be granted to the East India Company, that it shall be lawful for
all denominations of his Majesty’s subjects tv send Christian miinisters and
teachers to India, for the purpose of instructing the natives in the knowledge
of Christianity ; and that such ministers and teachers shall enjoy full protec-
tion, so long as they shall act agreeably to the laws, and demean themselves
as good omd peaceable subjeets.

** And your petitioners, &e.”

The conclusion of the war in 1814, by the success of the atlied srmies, when
Bonaparte abdicated the throne of France, was the occasion of -atitude to
God for the return of peace to the nations. The members of the Associate
Synod, participating in the general rejoicings, presénted a congratulatory ad-
dress to the Prince Regent, on this auspicious change of events, and on the
following year they appuinted a day of thanksgiving to God to be observed by
their congregations for the restoration of peace.

At this period the attention of the Synod was turned to the subject of edu-
cation, an overture being laid on their table, proposing that in those large
congregativns where it is found practicable, aschool should be maintained, for
the instruction of youth in the usual branches of cducation. These schools
were not to be exclusive or sectarian, but open to all.

- The proposal was allowed to lie on the Syncd’s table till April, 1816, when
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it was fully discussed, and its severql proppsqd advantages preseated. I,
however, met with opposition, and various objections to the plaa were adduced.
The proposal did not carry: for when the question was put, Dismiss or Adopt
the overture, it carried by o majority—Dismiss. . .

The oljections which were brought forward are proofs of the Ilbprallty and
catholicity of this denomination at the perjod. For they turned chiefly on ghe
danger of presenting to the publie, or clxern§lxjn g wmong themselves, a sectarian
spirit, as they would hereby appear to exhibit a hostility to the schouls which
wore already established. The Synod, however, approved of the good inten-
tions of those by whom the overture had been proposed. .

It was at the meeting in April, 1817, that a letter was unexpectedly received
by the moderator from the brethren of the Original Associate, or Old Light
Synud, who were sitting in Edinburgh at the same time, subseribed by their
moderator. The letter, it was remarked, was very brief and enigmatical, and
it required an immediate and categorical answer to the fullowing question :—
“Are you brethren of the Synod now ready to remove the Preamble prefixed
to the Formula, which was the ground of offence and cause of separation ?”’—
No reason was given for so abruptly putting this question, and no object was
suggested as being sought, or likely to be gained by putting it. The following
polite and appropiate answer was, however, returned, subscribed by the mode-
rator of the Associate Synod.

 Rev. Sir—1 have received a letter, dated Gray’s Close Mecting-house, 30th
April, 1817, and signed by you as moderator; and have taken the liberty of
laying it before the Associate Synod.

“The Associate Synod regret that your communication does not enable them
to form any precise idea of its object ; but though they had been distinctly
informed of your design in requesting a categorical answer to it in the course
of the day, it was impossible for them, when the court was employed in other
important business, to give an answer within ashort space to a questiun relating
to a subject which has been the matter of diseussion for twenty years. The
assertion which you guote from the statement of evidence, that the Associate
Synod hold the very same principles at this momont which have been profes-
sed by them in all periods of their history, was not then made for the first
time, but will be fonnd in the Synod’s Address to the people of their charge,
published many years ago. The Synod lament the number of divisions
which prevail in the Church of Christ, especially among persons who are agreed
in their doctrine and Church order, and will always be ready to adopt such
mesasures for promoting union among christians, as are calculated to serve
the ends of public edification,

Meanwhile, I am, Rev. Sir, yours respectfully, &c.”

In concluding this communication, we may simply quote the following sta-
tistical matter from Dr. McKerrow’s Ilistory :—

¢ Since the period of Mr. Robson’s departure for Halifax, the Synod had sent
four additional labourers across the Atlantic; these were Messrs. Laidlaw,
Douglas, Taylor, and Bell. Mr. Laidlaw was for some time minister of a con-
gregation, in connection with the Relief, in Dunning. Ie petitioned to he
received into the communion of the Secession Church, with a view to his being
missioned to Nova Seotia. The Associate Synod granted his request, and he
left this country in 1814. Mr. Douglas undertook his mission in consequence
of an application being made to the Synod for a preacher to be sent to Nova
Scotia. Ile reccived ordination from the Presbytery of Kilmarnock, and sailed
for his destination two years after Mr. Laidlaw. Socon after his arrival, he
was seitled in a congregation in Prince Edward’s Island. Mr. Taylor had the
pastoral charge for several years, of the congregation of Stonchouse, in Scotland,
which he resigned ; and at his own request, the Synod sent him to strengthen
the hinds of those who were labouring in British' America. The scene of his
Transatlantic labours was Osnaburgh ‘and Williamsbargh. Mr. Bell's desti-
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nation was Canada, to which he was missioned, in accordance with a petition
which he presented to the Synod. After he arrived in that country, he beecame
minister of a congregation at New Perth. The expense connected with all
these ministers was defrayed by the Synod.” .

At this period the following miniaters were labouring in Canada, namely:
Messrs. Robert Easton, Montreal ; William Smart, Brockville ; William Tay-
lor, Osnaburgh and Willinmsburgh: and William Bell, New Perth. At the
request of these brethren, (some of whom still survive, although none of them
now belong to us) the Synod agreed at their meeting in 1818, to erect them
into a Presbytery, in connection with the Synod at home.

(T0 be continued )

Revicws of Wooks.

Tue Neicusours or Russia, axp tne History oF taHE Present WaR To

THE SIEGE OF SeBastoror; by Joux Revnew Moreriy, Author of

“ Russia as it {s,” &, &e.;y 16mo, pp. 308: T, Nelson & Sons, Edinburgh,

Londun, and New York, 1854.

This is one of Messrs. Nelsons’ cheap publications, and relates to a suliject
which is, at present, of absorbing interest. The livle volume is quite stored
with condensed information; and from the care which the publishers are
known to tuke that the works they issue be of a 1espectable and reliable sort
as well as trom the circumstance that the author has been previously labour-
ing in the same department, we tiust the statements here laid before us
may generally be depended on as correet. “ The power of Russia,” Le tells
us, “lies not in herarms, but in her diplomacy.” The extent of her teriitory
and population, however, is immense: and, within no very long period, she
has added largely to both.  Mr. Morell says:—

*“The acquisitivns that Russia has made from Sweden amount to more than
what remains of that ancient kingdom. What she has wrested from Turkey
is equal to Prussia, exclusive of the Rhenish provinces; and the territory she
has conquered from Persia is almost equal in extent to England. The regiment
that is now stav. aed at her farthest trontier-post, on the western shore of the
Caspian Seca, has as great a distance to march back to Moscow as to Attock on
the Indus. It is farther from St. Petersburg than from Lahore.” .

He entertains no doubt that Russia might certainly, and easily, be com-
pletely evunquered, provided a certain line of policy. were adopted :—

“England and France could destroy Russia to-morrow, by encouraging

democracy and the insurrcction of oppressed nations throughout the Continent.
If Hungary were set free, and Kossuth restored, not & Russian suldier would
repass the Pruth. But the Germans prefer to negotiate at Vienna, and to
trific away the honour and freedom of nations over card-tables in Berlin
drawing rooms. If Poland were encouraged, Petersburg, Finland, and the
Baltic coast would fall into our power, and the serpent would be deprived of
its sting. llungary and Poland united would soon bring the Germian princes
to their senses, as they have done many times before; and united with Turkey,

they could dictate any terms to Russia.”
To attempt a summary of the details of the volume would be preposterous
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but we extract the foilowing account of the early life of the famous Catherine,
which may be new to many of our readers, and certainly attrds a striking
illustration of the inspired oracle, «Trat the Most High ruleth over the

kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it

the basest of men:”— .

“IIer mother was a poor peasant of the name of Erb-bMagden, & native of the
villags of Ringen, in Esthonia, a province whose inhabitants weie serfs, and
which was at that time under the rule of Sweden; she never knew her father,
and she was baptised by the name of Martha, The vicar of the parish hrought
her up from motives of charity till the age of fourteen, when she became a ser-
vant at Marienburg, in the house of & Lutheran minister, named Gluk.

“In 1702, at the age of eighteen, she married a Swedish dragoon. The day
after her wedding, the Swedish troops having been beaten by the Muscovites,
this dragoon, who had been in the action, disappeared, and lus wife was never
able to discover whether he had been taken prisoner, or any thing clse con-
cerning him,

“Same days after, being hersclf made o prisoner by General Bauer, she
served a3 a domestic in his house, and afterwards in that of Marshal Czercme-
tof. She was subscquently handed over to Mentschikoff, 2 man who had
known the extremest vicissitudes of fortune, having been a pastry-cook’s boy,
& general, and a prince, and who was afterwards stripped of all his dignities
and sent to Sibera, where he died of misery and d:spair. '

“ ftwas at a supper given by Prince Mentschikoff that the Emperor saw and
became enamoured of Catherine. IIe married her secretly in 1707, without
having beea led captive by any female arts on her part, and simply because
he detected in her nature a strength of character well adapted to second his
enterprises, and to carry them out after his decease. Hehad previvusly repu-
diated his ficst wife Ottokefa, the danghter of a boyard, who was accused of
oppusing the chingzes that he was introducing in his dominions. This was a
very great crime in the eyes of the Czar, who would only tolerate thuse in his
family who thought as he did. DPeter recognised in this foreign slave the
qualities of a sovereign, although she possessed none of the virtues of her sex;
conscquently he overlooked, in her case, prejudices that would have deterred
any otdinary man. She was crowned Empress; and the same genius which
raised her to be the wife of Peter Alexiowitz gave her the empire after his death,
Europe was astonished to see this woman, who never knew how to read or
write, redeem her deficient education and her weaknesses by her courage, and
fill with glory the throne of a legislator,

“When she married the Czar, Catherine renounced the Lutheran religion,
in which she had been educated, and became a member of the Russo-Greek
Church. She was re-baptised, according tu the customs of the Russian ritual,
and she exchanged the appellation of Martha fur that of Catherine, Ly which
she has been geaerally known.”

The following contains matter for reflection, as well as sound practical
counsel:—

“ILppily, God is mightier than man, and invariably, in the long run, gives
the might to the right. Ience, though Rome fell beneath the Barbarians, it
wrought its own fall by its corruption, and as the penalty of its unjust aggres-
sions; but as the Barbarian conquests were often accompanied by treachery
and cruelty, and as Rome stood in advance of her neighbours in intelligence,
the Northern hordes were gradually bent to the laws, faith, and language of
thelr victims, who ultimately trinmphed over their victors, and prescated us
with madern civilisation.  Thus, through a series of conilicts and vicissitudes,
the hand of Providence always assigns eventually suceess to what is goud and
right. This view of history may answer, in a way, to solve the problem of the
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future supremacy and mastery of the globe. If we are truly in advance of
Russia, we are sure ultimately to lead her captive, otherwise she will triumph,
and we shall succumb, which would, in that case, be to the advantage of eivi-
lization. Let us be careful, therefore, to maintain the lead in all moral, intel-
lectual, and physical excellence.”

Cumist AS MADE KNowN TO THE ANCIENT Cuurcn; An ExrosiTion oy
tE RuveELaTion oF DiviNe GRACE, AS uNroLDED IN THE OLp TESTA-
mexT Scriprures. By the late Roserr Goroon, D.D,F.RS.E. Vols.
I1L and IV., Johnston & Hunter, Edinburgh.

In owr Number for June last, we anncunced the publication of the first and
second volumes of this work, and gave some account of it.  We have' little
more to say at preseny, than that it is now completed. The second half re-
lating to the Prophetical, as the first did to the Historical Books. It will
thus be observed, that a considerable part of the Old Testament is not in-
cluded in the plan, particularly the Bovk of Psalms, a portion of which, as
our Saviour himself declared, is direcily Messianic.  The selling price is
Two Guineas. Of course, unless the Publishers send us out copics at abiout
or~ haif of that sum, we shall either have an American edition, or what
would be very much to be regretted, the sale of the book, this side the At-
lantic, will be very limited indeed. The subjoined extract, shewing how
admirably the Cross of Christ exhibits, in the clearest and most suiking
manner, 2t once the disease and the remedy of the soul, may be taken as a
specimen :—

“In what an affecting light has God presented to us his grace and mercy,
in the care which has been taken to keep constantly hefore us the two great
truths which it docs most nearly concern us assuredly to helieve and habitually
to remember,—namely, the penalty which as sinners we have incurred, and
the endurance of that penalty by the Son of God in our room! Of all the
representations which have been, or which can be given of the guilt, and
misery, and helplessness of our fallen state, the most appalling is that which
is exhibited in the death of Christ, as the only expiatory sacrifice that could
atone for our sins, and satisfy the demands of divine justice in our stead. 'The
Seriptures, indeed, do frequently, and in various forms of expression, set forth
the guilt and helplessness of sinners; as when they tell us that the whole
world is ¢ guilty befure God,’—that ‘ all have sinned,’” and that ‘ the wages of
sin is death,’—that ‘ judgment has come upon all men to condemnation,’—and
that no man can save himself, or by ary means ‘redeem his brother.” Bufour
miserable condition is still more emphatically described when it is declared,
that if we are redeemed from the curse of the law, it is Christ who has re-
deemed us by being made & curse for us; that if we have been ransomed from
the condition in which we lay, while buund over to endure the sentence of that
law, it is Christ who has bought us with his own blood ; that if we have been
reconciled unto God, it is because Christ pourcd out his soul an offering for
our sin. And thus it is, that while there is sct before us, in the darckest
colours in which it can be exhibited, our state of sin and misery, there is also
presented to us, in connection therewith, the precious truth that a ransom has
been found for us, and the gracious assurance that the ransom has heen paid.
Till we are convinced of our sin and misery, we shall sce no form nor comeli-
ness in Christ, nor any beauty that we should desire him.  Bug if we were so
cenvineed,—if we really felt that we are lost, and, at the same time, did not
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know assuredly that Christ came to seck and to save that which was lost,—how
utterly wretched would our condition be! ~ But the vory truth which is em-
ployed to give us the decpest insight into the cvil and deformity of sin, is that
also which proclaims to us deliverance alike from its punishment and its pol-
lution,~—even the marvellous truth that Cheist bare the sins of his people in

his own body on the tree.”

Fissionwnrd Auteliigence,

JAMAICA.

The following is from a letter by the Rev. Mr. Robd, relating to Cedar Valley :

A Curious Case of Pretended Revelations.—A case has happencd at this station
which has occasioned much and serious mischief, and which shows very strikingly
how strongly superstition possesses many minds, and how easily deccived many are
who have cven enjoyed for a nuwber of years the advantages of religious instruction.
A young woman of seventeen or eighteen, whose mother was o member of the church
at Cedar Valley, but has been cut off for some time, about the wonth of Juue, be-
came sick, or pretended sickness. She gave out that she had met the *¢duppy,’
that is, the ghost of an old man, who was vexed with her for cutting down a small
tree in whose shade he found pleasure. She, along with her mother, came here one
forenoon, when brother Iogg and myselt heard all she had to say, and examihed
her regarding her pretensions. I have, besides, conversed with the elders, teachers,
various members, and others living in the locality, and it was really painful, as well
as absolutely ludicrous, to listen to these details of absurdity and (I fear) deliberato
deceit. She fell into successive trances, during which she was carried to heaven,
and from the Lord Jesus Curist received various revelations, was permitted to sce
thing+ and persons in the heavenly world, and was made acquainted with facts re-
specting the cenduct of 1 ving neighbours greatly to their diseredit. She saw Christ’s
house, and the yard of it was swept three times a day. A tree grew in it, on which
hung seven vials. She saw several people who had once lived in Philipsburg; one
was washing clothes, and another was a doctor, and went round 2mong the angels.
There was a table, and on it lay o book written on both sides. When asked to de-
scribe the book, she was not ready with an answer ; but, after some pressing, sho
declared that it was made of green iron, and was as large as the world.  On it were
pictures representing the sins and crimes of various persons. She saw the picture
of 2 dead man, and another man standing by. Jesus Christ told her the name of the
lagter, and that he had killed the former.  Themarderer was pointed out by the girl,
so that he is deeply aggerieved at thus being charged with committing foul murder.
A female, a very near neighbour, was charged with an attempt to poison her hus-
band, and with having buried a pigeon, a chain, and a dish to drain him to ¢ notin’.”
Other neighbours came in for their share of the maledictions of this prophetess. The
most amazing thing about it is that many of the people undoubtedly believed her.
Oae old woman was heard to consult this damsel whether she saw her (the old wo-
man) in heaven or in hell. The reply was, that she must sec the name in the book
before giving an answer. Crowds of people went to hear, and went away wonder-
ing and astonished. The effect has been quarrelling, in onc case fighiing, in another
case separation between husband and wife. Drother Hogg and I charged her
plainly with wilful deccit, which she ncither admitted nor denicd.  Since that time
ahe has had no more revelations, and seems to have kept herself quiet; but the fires
of contention which she managed to kindle up are not yet extinguished. It is easy
to see that herideas are derived from & very imperfect recollection and understand-
ing of the language and scenery of the apocalypse; but she appears also to be gifted
with a good share of cunning, and a vast deal of boldness and impudence. I could
not leara that she had at any time punilest:d any symptoms of insanily which
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might afford some explanation of these absurd vagaries. A respected and experi-
enced stipendary magistrate, IHenry Walsh, Bsq., to whom I mentioned the easo -
informed mé that he had met with similar cases, and that they had generally ended
in the partics becoming decidedly insane. In the enrly years of Mr. Jameson’s
labours here, & young woman came forward making the same pretensions to divine
illumination.  She had been in heaven, had scen Jesus Christ, he had told her
that they were all free in 1832 that they were doing wrong in working for massa;
and that she had been commanded to preach to the people because they did not
property understand the white ministers,

All this is bad enough, but is it worse than the exploits of more enlightened, at
least more pretending persons of clairvoyunte, ruppist, and fable-turning noteriety ?
Sarah James makes as good a mediator between the seen and the unseen world as
old Rotiert Owen, for instance, and the revelations of what she saw, are as much to
be relied on as his accounts of his interviews with the spirits of the late Duke of
Kent, of President Jefferson or Benjamin Franklin! She would not be refined
enough for the admirers of spirit-rapping and clairvoyance in Britain or Amecrica;
but she suits her credulous and superstitious neighbours as well as the more intelli-
gent, but equally absurd, practitioners of these arts in more advanced communitics,
suit theirs,  Saiah James the clairvoyante, ghost seer, and yroglietess of 1 hilips-
burgh ix a worthy member of that worthy fraternity.

The Need of Hlp.—You will see from the above and from other things, which,
did time permit, and were it needful, might be mentioned, that on the removal of a
missionary various evils arise which can be nipped in the bud by a little timely,
firm, and gentle dealing.  To attend to these cases—to ride off twelve, fourteen or
twenty miles, and spend hours together in hearing the pros and the cons of these
things from persons with whose characters and histories one is but imperfectly
acquainted, is almost impossible for me.  Our people have not learned to seize upon
the salient points of a case, and set these before you; they must be allowed to detail
with all deliberation and minuteness, all that he said and she said. And thus a
very simple affair may be spread over several precicus hours of time where it might
have been settled by a very little explanstion, and by the exercise of a very little
mutual self-coutrol and mutual foobeara ce.  To instruct these various congrega-
tions regularly, is uttcrly beyond the power of one man unless he possessed the
power of ubiquity ; and you must see that their interests will suffer the more the
longer they ramain vacant.  The Lord’s work will not be hindered, but it is our
duty to use the means and appliances he has appointed to accomplish the great
results, and apart from which e does not ordinarily operate.

CREEK TOWN.—NATIVES OF CALABAR RETURNING FROY SIERRA LEONE.

The following extract from a letter of the Rev. Mr. Waddell, dated 21st October,
shows that persons who, in the days of the foreign slave trade, had been sold at
Calabar, rescued by British ships, taken to Sierra Leone, and there brought under
the influcnce of the Gospel, are beginning to return to their native country.

We have hatd somcthing to {ry us since our return, by two deaths in our family.
One wus that of a very fiue young woman, Jane Macarthy, whom Mrs. Waddell brought
-with her from Sierra Leone as house-maid and laundress. The girl’'s father, an
old mau, and sister, a young girl, came on board the steamer the day we left that
place, coming with others as deck passengers to this country, whence they had for-
merly been sold as slaves.  There are too many of that ¢lass there, who can hardly
find means of living ; and these, hearing that missionaries were at Calabar, thought
they ceuld improve their condition by returning hither. Jane was to beleft behind
for want of means to pay her passage ; seeing her a likely person, who had been
taught at mission schools, and was used to washing and house work, and desired to
accompany her father and sister, we engaged her in those capacities, piromising to
pay her passage, and give her liberal wares according to her merits.  She wasvery
happy, of a most cheerful temper, and willing mind; and for threc months served
us well, beyond our expectations, with, however, two faults, deemed usually by her
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class minor offences—theft and falsehood—of cach one instance; only one, soon
after our arrival here, and with mitigating circumstances.  We felt some alarm both
for her and others nbout us, for ours bousehold was very froo from such offences,
and we knew not what more might follow ; for though she was well instructed in
Christian doctrine and duty, theve had obviously beey a want of moral training in
her education. We dealt very faithfully \\:ith hier, yet tenderly, as young—only
nineteen years of age—and a stranger: being exceedingly conccyned for her wel-
fare, temporal and eternal, for all were at stuke.  The Lord graciously blessed our
dealings with her. She evidenced in due time much repentance, and wrote touch-
ing notes to Mrs. W. and me, which brought tears to our eyes, conl’gssing her faults,
and imploring forgiveness for our Lord Jesus Christ’s snke ; assuring us that sho
had confessed her sins to the Lord and bad sought and found his pardcn,  She was
drinking in the Calabar lanzuage with wonderful facility, and was already accom-
pa ying Mrs. W. in her visits to the women’s yards in town, and promising to be a
valuable helper in the work of the Lord, to my wife. One Sabbath, especially, her
mouth was opened, and her heart enlarged, and the women wondered how she spake
to them about the Lord and their salvat on. In four days she was a corpse. She
was sensible to the last; knew her condition ; not alarmed ; peaceful and happy;
good hope in the Lovd Jesus Christ—a Christian death, in the fullest sense of the
word. We all greatly bewailed her, for she had won our hearts; and even now,
while T write, I cannot restrain my weeping. But it is well with her. The grief of
her father, good old man, was moderate and chastened, though he felt deeply, for
he had lost several children before, who all died in mission houses. The grief of
the sister was extreme and heart rending. Poor young thing, she feels left now.

The other death was of one of the twin-born children, the boy, to whom the
mother, unnatural woman, had contracted a sort of antipathy ; and all the care of
my wife and Miss Millar, could not compensate for the want of the mother’s care
and love,

We have lately had some trouble, and fear more, by the resistance of Christian
principles to heathen principles and practices. A number of our young members
were waiting in the king’shouse, and employed about his person—a situation of hon-
our and ease, but not the best for their spiritual interests. Both his stewards, or key-
carriers, attend the baptism class, desiring to join the church  He ordered one of
them to burn holesin a woman'’s ear witha hotiron; for he has not yet ceased some of
his barbarous punishments. The steward would not do so; it was cruel, and con-
. trary to the Word of God. In wrath the king sent all our young disciples away,
and put them to mean and laborious work, and said many hard things which T can-
not repeat. ~ Young Eyo also has been threatened and abused, for not complying
with some bad Egbo and funeral ceremonies. e and his brother Eshen, and all
the others, scem steadfast. Lord keep them safely. Thus, as our Lord said, «I
came not to send peace on earth, but division; from henceforth,” ete. Let the
Church pray for us.—ZFrom the Missionary Record of the U. P. Chlurch.

THE BIBLE IN FRANCE AND AUSTRIA.

The following items of intelligence were communicated to the Montreal Witness.
under date Jan. 10th :—

‘¢ Alarmed at the result of the diffusion of the Protestant doctrine, which they
had first vidiculed, and more especially on finding that in a short space of time more
than 12,000 copies of the New Testament had been bought by the soldiers, the clergy
have endeavoured to put a stop to the work.  Last week, a telegraphic despatch
srrived at Boulogne with the order to put a stop to the sale of Protestant publica- -
tions, and to the establishment of the bookseller's shop which had formerly been
granted to our colporteurs. It might havebeen expected that his order would have
been immediately executed, but what is most surprising under our government, it
met with an energetical protestation on the part of the officers and so diers. They
all reclaimed, protesting that the Emperor must have been misi forme:d and that ho
could not blame such an excellent institution.  Since then the sale of books con-
tinaes, and we wait the decision of the minister of public worship.”
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« Tt is proper to know in what manner the Austrian Government behaves towards
the Protestants. The following fact has recently taken place at Ofen, in {Iungary,
and produced o deep sensation throughout, the country ; it hns excited much indig-
nation, not only among the Protestants, but also among the majority of the Catholics:
—About ten years ago, the Archduchess Dorothea, wife of Prince Palatine Stephen,
recently decensed, and a Protestant, caused & small Evangelical Chiurch to be son-
structed at Ofen; o distinguished divine, the pastor Banloter, was at the head of
the small Protestant commuaity, Now, about a month ago, a policeman went to
his house, accompanied by some of his comrades, and in the name of the director of
the police, made a perquisition through the premises. A hundred and twenly-ons
Bibles were found, which Mr. Banhofer had received as presents, in part from the
Duchiess herself, in part from other Protestants, but chiefly from the English
missionaries, and which he distributed to catechists of the peor clase.  Notwith-
gtanding all he could say, a hundred and twenty Bibles were scized, one being
more than enough, as they said. Shortly after, he was summoned before tho
Sheriff, and called upon to’name the person who had forwarded to him the Bibles,
in order that they might be returned to him. On his refusal to give any designation,
it was signified to him that if he persisted in his silence, all the Bibles should be
officially destroyed. The pastor did not yield, not conceiving that any sequel
would be given to such a threat. Some days after, he was again summoned before
the Sheriff, who informed him that he had to acquit himself towards him, as the
representant of the Evangelical comamunity, of the payment of 21 kreutzers (18
French sous), the result of the sale of Bibles, torn to pieces as waste paper, and
given over to a shop-keeper. Mr. Banhofer was compelled to give a receipt for the
amount.

MORAVIAN.

The recent report of the Moravian Brethren states that they have at presont 69
missions in different countries; in which are employed 297 missionaries male and
female, and 212 brother-converts.  Their last station was formed in 1853 among
the Chinese in Mongolia. A large number of the stations defray their own ex-
penses, and for the rest only $9000 per annuin are required. It is stated that the
number of missionaries labouring throughout the world is about 3,612. These, if
equally distributed, allow but one missionary for about 167,000 souls.

CANADIAN WESLEYAN MISSIONS.

From the report, which has been published we learn that the amount contributed
to the Wesleyan Missionary Society, by the various circuits and stativns in Canada
West, during the past year, is £7,53% 14s.4d. an advance of £1,866 14s. 10}d., on
the contributions of the preceding year. The expenditure of the year in carrying
on the extensive operations of the Society, were £6,5569 13s.7d. ; leaving a balance
in the hands of the Treasurer last June, with which to commence the present year.
Tho extent of the work under the superintendence of the Wesleyan Missiopary
Socicety in Canada is exhibited in the following extract from the interesting Report
of the Committee :—The Committee have great pleasure in stating that the Auxiliary
Society in Canada last year supported 16 Indian Missions, 62 Domestic Missions,
21 Missionaries to Indiang, 79 Ministers on the Domestic Missions, 16 Day School
Teachers, 6 Interpreters, 15 Day Schools, two of which are large Industrial; and
that there are on the different Missions 10,624 Members of the Church, 1,142 of
that number Indians; and that the increase during the year is 1,380 Members.”—
Christian Guardian. :

BRITAIN AND CHINA.

There is ground for believing that an influence, hostile to the cvangelization of
Cling, is actively at work, and that an effort may even be made to lure England into



IRELAND. 83

an alliance with the Manchew dynasty, in order to prop up the tottering idolatries
of Chinn, and the domination of a foreign race over its native inhabitants. To be
forewarned is te be forearmed, and we ave glad to sco that the Committeo of the
Chinese Evangelization Society have already presented & memorial to Lord Clar-
endon, praying that, in any revision of existing treaties, ample security may be ob-
tained for the free exercise of the Protestant faith and worship, and the propagation
of Christianity in Chinn.—Christian Times.

PAPAL MISSIONS,

«The Institution for the Propagation of the Faith in the two worlds,” was
founded at Lyons, France, May 3, 1822, Its receipts began very soon to increase
rapidly. In 1839, they amounted to £80.000, or $400,000; and in 1853, to £157,-
406, or $787,030. 'The expenditures for thosame year were, for missions in Europe,
£37,444; Asin, £57,620; Africa, £13,708; America, £43,677; Oceanica, £16,-
551; making a total of £1€8,900, or $844,500. Considerably more than $200,000
wero expended in the United States. The receipts from the United States were only
about $8,250.—Journal of Missions.

”

BIBLE CIRCULATION IN IRELAND.

The Hibernian Bible Socicty has been forty-six years in operation. It has 511
guxiliaries; 134 of which are in Ulster, 194 in Leinster, 41 in Connaught, and 142
in Munster. Tt issued during the past year, 22,637 Bibles, 20,880 Testaments, and
65,680 portions of the Bible. The entire number for the year being 101,197, and
the total, since the foundation of the Society, 2,239,634 copies of the Word of God.
Such copious diffusion of Diviue truth through our benighted country cannot fail to
produce extensive and abiding fruit. It presents to our minds 2 subjcct for adoring
thankfulness.

The wants of Ireland, are, however, far from being fully met, and as evidence of
this, we turn to the report of another association of a similar kind :—*The Derry
Auxiliary to the Edinburgh Bible Society.” This auxiliary has issued during ten
months of the past year, 9,117 copies of the Word of God, and this in a part of the
Province of Ulster, in which the operaticns of the Hibernian Society rre vigorously
carried on, and what is at onco remarkable and gratifying, the new Society has in
no way interfered with the resources and issues of the national institution. Thus
showing that there is necessity and room for both, and tbat between them there
should only exist the rivalry of ¢love and good works.” The Derry Auxiliary has
been somewhat less than two years in existence, and already it has extended its
operations throughout the greater portion of the countics of Derry, Donegal, and
Tyrone. It presents a remarkable proof of what may be accomplished by a few
right-hearted men, uniting their energies in & good work. We are not acquainted
with details, and it sometimes happens that the most potential elements do not come
to the surfice: but we believe we are correct in ascribing, under God, the success
of the Bible movement in Derry, mainly to the untiring zeal and energy of the Trea.
surer and Secretary, Mr. Alexander, and the Rev. 1. E. Berkely.

The success which has accompanied the labours of these brethren, throws up this
question for our consideration—Should not something of a similar kind be attempted
in other places? If the same ability, and zeal, and cordial co-operation were brought
to bear on other parts.of Ircland, might we not anticipate similar results?

Let us remember that after all that has been done, freland has not yet received the
Bible, and what hope can we cherish for our country whilst this is the case?

The Hibernian Society has been in the field nearly half a century, and has well
earned the confidence and gratitude of*all the friends of truth. It has done a great
work, but it has not fully met the necessities of the case. The souls yet without
the Word of Life might be rcckoned by millions! There is ample scope and verge
enough for a new and co-operative agency.

We believe the time has come for making a fresh movement. The national mind
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is to some extent awakened. The capacity of reading the English version of the
Bible will soon be universnl. Evangelistic operations are now conduncted in almost
every portion of hitherto uncultivated districts; and it is well known that the mis-
sionary is embarrassed and erippled in his operations where tho Bible hag not been
his pionecr. A missionary in Connaught writes to us some time ago, that we need
not expect any very deep impression or intelligent awakening among the people
until the word of God precedes und breaks up the way of the living agent.  But we
need nnt argue this point. The necessity for o fresh and well-sustained effort to put
the Bibleinto the hands of the Irish people is felt and acknowledged on all hands.—
Irish Presbyterian. .

MADAGASCAR.

In the chicf city of Madagascar and its immediate vicinity, there are a thousand
persons who are known openly to be the disciples of Christ.  These all regularly
attend Divine worship on the Sabbath, and during the week, sometimes by day and
sometimes by night.  Besides .the:e, cousiderable numbers are known in other
places. Many of them are judicious and prudent men, holding very important
offices on nccount of their acknowledged integrity. During the long-continued
persecution, at least a hundred persons have suffered death, besides a still larger
numbor, who are loaded with chains or living in exile.  Notwithstanding the un-
favorable circumstances, the number of converts continues to increase, and persons
of high rank and noble birth are among the most zealous Gospel laborers.—Montreal
Witness.

eclesiastical Potices,

PAKENIAM.

The annual meeting of the Juvenile
Missionary Society of the Sabbath Sohool
in connection with the U.P. Church here,
was held in the place of worship belong-
ing to that body, on the evening of Wed-
nesday, the 27th December last.

The children assembled at half-past
six o’clock, I’. M., to partake of tea,
which had been kindly provided by some
of the teachers. At 7} o’clock, P. M.,
the public were admitted. A happier
group of children it has never been our
lot to witness. It was really a charming
sight to behold the harmony that pre-
vailed, and the happiness that beamed in
every countenance.

After tea, the Rev. Mr. Armstrong
Methodist minister in the village, was
called to the chair. After a hymn had
been sung, three of the elder scholars
delivered neat, appropiate, aud interest-
ing addresses, which were listened to by
their fellow-scholars with deep attention,
and at the close elicited well-merited
applause.

The Treasurers then brought forward

their boxes to the platform, and their
cuntents being examined, the girls’ box
was found to contnin over £4, and the
boys’ over £3; in all £7 18s. 2d., which
was apportioned as follows:

Synod’s Mission Fund.... £1 5 0

French Canadian Mission 1 10 0

Victoria College............ 110 0

Old Calabar Mission...... 1 0 0

Mission fo the Jews...o... ' 1 0 0

To the S. School Library 1 13 2

Officers were then appointed for the
ensuing year. The addresses wero
concluded by an interesting and instruc-
tive one from the Rev. Chairman, which
was listened to with great attention.

The children, then, with a considera-
tion which was most becoming, and we,
trust, too, animated with a feeling of
gratitude, gave a unanimous and hearty
vote of thanks to their teachers for their
kindness in meeting with them froan Sab-
bath to Sabbath, to instruct them in the
things that belong to their peace. Thanks
were also given to the ladics who had
prepared the tea; and also to the Chair-
man, for his conduct in the chair.
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A few favorite hymns were sung by the
children, und the proceedings clospd:
every one looking forward with }mghb
anticipations of another happy meeting.—
Communicaled.,

ENGLISII SETTLEMENT, LONDON TOWNSIIIP.

The U. P. congregation here have pre-
gented their Pastor, the Rev. James Skin-
ner, with a handsome and valuable silver
watch and gold key, in token of their
esteem for himn as a man, and affection
to him as their minister. This gift was
accompanied with a sum of money not
requived for this object, but which had
sprung from their cordinl good-will. 1t
is proper to mention also, that, keeping
pace with the times, they have conside-
rably augmented his stipend for the last
year, as well as sustained still more libe-
rally than formerly, nll the schemes of
the Church. Itis little more than a year,
since the young pcople of his Bible Class
presented him with a splendid set of
Buggy harness.— Communicated.

PROPOSED UNION OF THE ENGLISH PRESBY-
TERIAN CHURCH, AND UNITED PRES-
BYTERIAN CHURCH IN ENGLAND.

At a Conference consisting of a Com-
mittee of the Symod of the English
Presbyterian Church, and of delegates
from the United Presbyterian Pre by-
teries of Carlisle, Lancashire, London,
and Neweastle-upon-Tyne, held in St,
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Oxford
Road, Manchester, on Wednesday the
10th January, the Rev.James Hamilton,
D.D. of London, and the Rev. James
Pringle, of Newecastle officiating, the
former at the morning and the latter at
the evening meeting, as chairmen, and
the Revs. Wm. Trail, M. A., and R. S.
Scott, M.A. of Manchester, as conjoint
Secretarvies, the following resolutions
were unanimously adopted :—1st, On the
motion of the Rev. Robert Redpath, M.A.
of London, seconded by the Rev. John
Weir, of London, it was resolved, ¢ That
this Conference, recognising the obliga-
tion resting on all the friends of the Re-
deemer to cultivate the spirit of brotherly
love, is further impressed with the duty
which devolves on all denominations, sub-
stantially the same in doctrine and
discipline, to unite in one Church organ-
ization for the promotion of the great
work committed to them by their IHead
and Lord.”—2d, On the motion of the
Rev. Dr. M*Kerrow, seconded by Robert
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Barbour, Esq., ¢ That, after full and ex-
plicit conversation on various poit $< of
difference, this Conference rejoices in the
large and substantial union which exists
between the two bodics representel in
the Conference, and in the prespeet
which is thus afforded of an ecventual
union without any surrender of prin.
ciple.”—3d, On the motion of the Rev.
{ir. Paterson, of Sunderland, scconded
by the Rev. Dr. Crichton, of Liverpool,
“ That, with a view to cxhibit the exist-
ing harmony, as well ns to expedite the
desired issue, the Conference would
affectionately suggest to ministers and
congregations of the two Churches the
desirableness of cultivating meanwhile
fraternal intercourse in the way of
ministerial exchanges, and such other
good offices as may bring the two hodies
nmore frequently and more closely to-
gether,”’—4th, On the motion of the Rev.
Peter Canrruthers, of Longtown, seconded
by Alexander Gillespie, Esy., of London,
¢ That the following members of the
Conference be requested to follow up the
consideration of thoe whole case, and to
communicate, before the Ist of April
next, to the two Chairmen of the Con-
ference, any information or suggestions
which they may think conducive to the
attainment of the desired union, viz., the
Rev. Drs. Hamilton, M<‘Kerrow, and
Paterson, the Rev. Messrs. Pringle, Red-
path, and Trail, John Collingwood Bruce,
[sq. L.L.D., and Robert Barbour, John
Geekie, and Alexander Gillespie, Esqe.”
—>5th, On the motion of the Rev. Dr.
Hamilton, seconded by the Rev. R. S.
Drummond, M.A. of Carlisle, *¢ That the
Couference cannot part without record-
ing the delightful fellowship which the
members have enjoyed with one another,
gratefully acknowledging the good hand
of their God upon them, and the grace of
his Spirit in the vouchsafement of so
much candour, forbearance, and hrather-
ly love, which they would devoutly hail
as a happy earnest for the iarther pro-
gress of the present movement.”— Man-
chester Daily Times.
CALLS.

The Rev. Peter Glassford, hasreceived
calls from the U. P. Congmegation of
Lake Shore, and from that of Sydinham,
Owen Saund.  Mr. John Leuvs, Proba-
tioner, has received calls from the U, P.
Congregation of Ancaster, and from that
of St. George.  And Mr. Robert Dewar,
Probationer, has received a call from the
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U. P. Congregation of Holland and Sul- | ning of the 13th February, when the fol.

livan, lowing brethren addressed the Cengrega. &
FEUPIIRASIA. tion, respectively, on ¢ Our Principles;” §

On the 25th of January, the ‘Rev. Mr. Chureh o Missionat Auiet
) . 'y Society ;" and ¢“The
Fayette, was inducted b-Y the Presbytery Sabbath School a Nursery of the Chureh "
of Wellington, to tho pastoral charge of viz: Rev. D. Caw, J. Dunbar, P. Greig
: . D. y J. , P. :

the U. P. Congregntion here. The Rev. h v
8 .* land P. Muir. The money collected last
Messrs. Barrie, Daff, and Torrance offi- year for missions, was allocated as fol-

ctated. lows :—
U. P. PRESBYTERY OF DRANT. Synod Mission .....cceeeene. £7 & 0

This Presbytery mot at Paris, on the | Theological Academy..... 6 0 0
6th of February.  An application to be |  Old Calabar....ceees seieeeen 00
taken on trials for license, was made by { FrenchCanadian Mission. 8 0 0
Mr. Villiam Clerk, who had been, for ; NovaScotia Mission in the
the last cight years, a Catechist in Ja- S. Seas (the Children’s
maicn, and who had attended the Hall in Box)uieeersieacessrnnnieneee 210 0
Scotland, two years, and the Hall in Ja- —_
maica, during a like period. The Pres- £1915 0

bytery agreed to assign him subjects of | he Chairman read a small note that
trial, without deciding on his application 134 been dropped into the plate. It may
till his certificate from the Presbytery in | pe thought interesting enough to be pub-
Scotland should be before them. The [|ighed.  *¢ Enclosed $5, apply to the
Rev. Mr. Murray demitted his charge of | y,05t necdful fund in the cause of Clirist.”
the Congregation of Weodstock, which fTle sum was added to the Synod’s Mis-
the Presbytery accepted; and requested | sions.— Communicaled.

the Rev. A. Cross who was present, to
take charge of snid Congregation, in con- | P3TTERROW CONGREGATION, EDINBURGIL
nection with that of Ingersol], till the
meeting of Synod, when it would be
regulorly transferred to the Presbytery
of Lorndon.— Communicated.

This congregation have resolved to
erect a new place of worship, in & more
cligible situation. Mr. James Leish-
man, one of the Elders, subscribes £1,000

BRANTFORD. Stg., and engnges to relieve the congre-

The Annual Missionary Meeting of the | zation from all responsibility as to the

U. P. Church here, was held on the eve- |debt on the present building.

Gleanings.

THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY—WIO SHOULD SUPPORT IT?

[The following piece of close, and conclusive reasoning is from the
Sydncy Empire, an Australian newspaper. The friends of Voluntaryism
may take comfort from the reflection that their principles are making pro-
gress all the world over, and, in many places, are fast approaching to s
triumph.  Let them only be reasonable, and moderate in their demands.]

We believe that one class of persons, whose interests we are really anxious to
promote, but whose aims and happiness are in great measure in jeopardy, are rather
disposed to misunderstand our reasonings, and to deem us their enemies. We allude
to the clergy of this colony. It is fit that we should endeavour to rectify their mis-
apprehension by some very explieit statements.

Our opinion has uniformly been, that.real religic:: never was, and never can be,

LM/ ek 61
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promnted by government or legislative interference. The reasons of this opinion
are these—human government is of o nuture totally foreign to religious principle
which exists in the heart and affections, and ther9 only, as to its governing power.
The propagation of religious truth has been committed by the Author of ‘Christi_:mity
gololy to those who understand and love it, and never to any who hate it, arc indif-
ferent to it, or disobey it. All human governmeonts and legislatures are composed, in
part at least, of mon who have no understanding of religious trath, its nature, opera-
tions, or motives, and who therefore, are nocessarily preciuded. by the nature of the
thing, and by divine authority, from profaning it by their schemes and artifices.—
Human governments and legislatures are constituted solely for the secular affairs of
gociety, and have no claim to interfere with thought and conscience. Religion is s
thing, which is one, true. and unalterable, and has in it no incongruities or incom-
patibilities. But never since the repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts, and the
passing of the Catholic Emancipation Bill in England, have the legislature and
government of that country been free from such religious differences, as to reuder
them incompetent to legislate for a thing which is wholly free from incongruities.—
This rule holds in full force in the colonies. The legislature of New South Wales
cannot, therefore, promote religion by meddling with it. That legislature is com-
posed of strong religious antugonisms, and thercfore, any act which it unites to
perform in favour of what it calls religion, will necessarily have the effect of impart-
ing as much aid to what is wrong and untrue, as to what is right and true.* Besides
sll this, there is an irreligion about the characters of some members which necessa-
rily incapacitates them from dealing with a subject with which they can have no
renl sympathy. And sbove all this, unless the legislature can produce a commission
from the Author of religion, authorizing them to select, as the objects of patronage,
the systems which they can afford to support, it is pure arrogance and unwarranted
assumption to make any such distinctions. These reasons we hold to be irrefragable,
and to nullify all grounds on whieh the present select committee may claim to bring
up anything more than a merely negative report.

The next consideration is for the clergy themselves. We heartily wish they
would repudiate a dependence, by which they are fur more completely compro-
mised and dishonoured than ever Paul was by tent-making, or John Bunyan by the
manufacture of tag-laces. Wo will substantiate our statement. They profess to
believe that the doctrines they teaeh are of all-controlling efficacy in prompting men
to the fulfilment of every duty, and especially in inspiring them with a gencrosity
and self-deninl adequate to the propagation of the system they cling to. Butif due
credit were given to those doctrines, would not the confidence of the clergy in the
efficacy of their own preaching, be such as to ennble them to eschew a species of
peecuniary support at variance with the supposition, that the people will do their
duty? We maintain, then, that in looking for state-support, they do in effect tell
the people that their doctrines are more theory than practice, that, in point of fuct,
they have some doubts whether these doctrines can be safely trusted.  Why, then,
do they preach those doctrines that are so little efficacious in their esteem ?  There
eems to us a complete compromise here. One thing is quite certain- he who does
not contribute according to his real ability, for the support and propagation of his
religion, shows that it has little place in his heart; and the clergyman who is afraid
to trust his people in that matter, betrays a mistrust either of the utility of his own
services, or of the principles which he disseminates.

Nor do we conceive that the character of our government a-d legislature is
morally such, that dependence upon it can be ma%e to reflect honour upon the
sacred character of the clergy, or can contiibute anything to the furtherance of their
designs. Wo are astonished that they do mot perceive this. The monoy they

* One cun scarcely help smiling at the language of Hooker (if, indecd, it be his)

% When he says:—¢ We hold that . . there is not any man of the Church of Eng-

land but the same man is also o member of the Commonwealth, nor any member of
the Commonwealth which is not also of the Church of England, . . asina tri-
engle-figure the base doth differ from the sides thereof, and yet one and the self-
same line is both a base and also a a side, a side simply, a base if it chance to be
the bottom andunderlye the rest.”” This was true of the Jewish Theocracy.—LEbp.
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receive is from a polluted source, and is further descerated by the channel of ity 3
transmission. It is in a large degrce, from the intemperance of the community, and
so from that which it is, orought to be, the grand objectof the clergy tc purge from the
colony, that their state-stipends are furnished, and are, if at all, to be augmented,
Aud the government manifests no repugnance to a revenue so raised.  1Is it, or isit
not, consistent fur the preachers of moral purity to depend upon a mode of livelihood
so conuected with immorality?  How can all the churches, as such, set themselves
to an carnest reformation of socicty, with the thought haunting them that the de. }
struction of the vice would destroy the revenues on which they depend?

Again, there are four denominations receiving state-pay. Does not each of thes
denominations really, sincerely, and fully believe that its own system of religious
teaching comprises the perfection of religious truth, and that to each of the other
three more or less of error is attached? or more closely still—doces not each of thesg
four denominations believe, that some one, or more, of the rest teaches a dangerous
heterodoxy ? Is there any common ground, beyond principles the most elementary,
between Roman Catholic teaching, and that of the Wesleyans or Presbyterians ?—
Or do cither of these latter deem the Episcopal pretensious to apostolical succession,
or regeneration by baptism, a matter of small account? It is nothing to our argu.
ment which of these is right or wrong—it is clear enough that they cannot be all
right, nor even right enough to be equally safe, or to be competent expounders of
divine truth to the people. And it is clear enough that every man is not only
respunsible for his convictions, but also for the conformity between his conduct and |
those convictions. Our argument, therefore, applies with equal force to the four
churches, whichever of them may be right.

Now, why does the Roman Catholic priestconsent to keep up by his own practiee,
a system of pecuniary support, which gives to a heretical church, dangerous to the
trath, £15,000, while his own receives but some £10,000? And why does the Wes-
layan give, by the reception of a paltry sum of some £700, his countenance to the
receipt, by a church which he believes to be in deadly error, of £10,000 or £11,000?
Or why does the Presbyterian, by the receipt of £3000, support antagonist systems
to the amount of £25,0002 1If it be believed that these churches could not do with-
out these sums, that is equivalent to believing tliat without this aid, error must in
great measure perish, and if so, such it is an imperative duty to prevent that
aid. Andif it be believed that every system but our own could do without such
assistance, that is the snne as believing, that what we hold to be truth is less cffica.
cious for its own propagation than error. And in either casc it amounts to a direct
support of error for the sake of a supposed pecuniary advantage to ourselves. Wo
maintain, therefore, that every clergymsan receiving state-aid compromises what ho
deems truth, and is, therefore, of necessity himself dishonoured.

Do we wish the religious monitors of the people to continue in a position so false
and so degrading? We do not. We maintain that nothing can be waorse either for
their interests or their objects. The Legislative Council talks of utility, and in so
talking it utters nonscnse. There can be no utility in placing any profession ina
false light, and in nullitying its purposes. What then, it may be asked, should be
done? The answer is not difficult. The people must awake from their slumbers;
they must repudiate the meanness of sending those for state-aid whom it is their
duty to support themselves ; they must learn to cherish a just sense of the vaiue of
the lab wurs of their ministers, and come forward handsomely for their sustenance.—
It is a debt they owe them, not to be content with now and then a ¢ testimonial® to
eke a treasury-stipend, “ut to take upon themselves the entire and gencrous charge.
And we declare our conviction that nothing but irreligion ean make them neglizent
of that charge. Meanwhile the clergy must glorify their own principles by showing
the people the absoluteness of their trust in them.

BURNETT PRIZES.

These prizes are the proceeds of a sum of money left by Mr. John Burnett,
Merchant, Aberdeen, Scotlnud ; and directed by his will to b2 divided, every forty
years, in the proportion of three and une, between the authors of the two best
Essays on the following theme :—
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«That there is a Being, all powerful, wise, and good, by whom everything exjsﬁs;
and particularly to obviate difficulties regm:dmg 'tho }vxsdom and g?odt_wbs of the
Deity: and this, in tho first place, from coxlsxdex‘:ntgons :pdependcnt of written R‘c\'c-
lation; and, in the second place, from the Revelation pt the Lord :Icsus 3 nnd,‘ tro‘m
the whole, to point out the inferences most necessary for, an(_} useful to, mnn}uud. ’

The first award took place in 1814, when the first prize of £1,200 was ga:ned by
Principal Brown of Mavischal College, Aberdeen, and the secoqd of £400 by the
present Archbishop of Canterbury. The number of Essays sent in on tl'mt occasion
was fifty-six. The announcement of the sccond award was nh}dc, in the :l'm\'n Hall,
Aberdeen, in January last.  The prizes were £1,800, and £600. The judges wero
Professor Baden Powell of Oxford, My. Ienry Rodgers, and Mr. Isnac Taylor; and
they reported in the following terms :— . . .

“We, the judges appointed for the Burnett prizes, in reporting to the trustees
the result at which we have arrived, feel it necessary first to state that, after giving
caveful examination to the whole of the treatises sent in, we have found considerable
diffieulty in coming to a decision, not on account of any difference of opinion among
ourselves, but on account of the very near approach to equality of meritin a consi-
derable number of the treatises.

st We should have bzen glad to find that there had been two treatises so incon-
testably superior to the rest as to release us from all hesitation.  Still, though there
is no essay which, in our judgment, is not greatly capable of improvement, by
omission or alteration (which we mention with reference to the future publication
of such essays), we are unanimously of opinion that there are threc which stand, by
an appreciable interval, in advance of the rest, viz.i—.

[Here they mention the Numbers, Mottoes, &e., and add :]

3¢ We are also of opinion that of these No., &c., deserves the first place, and
therefore to it we adjudge the first prize.

¢ As to the other two, we find much greater difficulty in deciding which of them
should be preferred. It the trust-deed left a choice to the judges in this matter, we
should have awarded them equal.—But as this does not appear to be the case, we
deem it necessary to state that two of our number are disposed to assign a certain
preference to No., &c., and that the third acquicsces in the judgment, since at the
utmost he would have been disposed only to place them equal.

« And, further, in compliance with a wish expressed by the trustees (in a minute
communicated by Mr. Webster), we beg to add that several other treatises appearved
to us to possess considerable merit, though requiring extensive alteration and careful
TCVISIONS.

They then specify ti:e Numbers and Mottoes of several which they regard as highly
meritorious.

Mr. Webster the senior trustee having read the report and having stated that tho
authorship was as yet a perfect secret to every soul but the writers themselves, and
that the judges bad informed him in a private communication that they entertained
not the slightest suspicion of who the authors were, he, amidst almost breathless
silence, broke the seal of envelope No.— and read from a note which it contained,
couched in terms modest, yet half anticipatory of success, that ¢ the writer thanked
the judges for the attention they must have bestowed upon his essay, and begged
them, if his note was opened, and they had occasion to write him to address—¢* the
Rev. Robert Anchor Thompson, A.M., Louth, Lincolnshire, or Wallsend, Newcastle,”

1he announcement was hailed with a round of applause, which was continued
with increased heartiness, when Mr. Webster broke the seal of envelope No.—and
intimated therefrom that the gainer of the sccond premium was ¢ The Rev. John
Tulloch, Manse of Kettins, Coupar-Angus.”

In the meeting nothing appeared to be known of Mr. Thompson or his works ; but
Mr. Tulloch’s name was familiar to & good many presentfrom his having been lately
appointed Principal of St. Mary’s College, St. Andrews.

At the suggestion of the trustees, who thought that it would be absolutely neces-
gary to change the plan of competition, the judges gave in a supplementary
report, in which they stated that they quite approved of an alteration being made,
and, in effect, for the three following reasons ;—First, that if the number of essays
increased in the same ratio at the nexi competition as they had done betwixt this
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and the last in 1814—in the proportion of fourfold, it might be impossible to get
Judges to undertake the task of adjudication; second, the advancement madein
science since the bequest was framed, was such thatno single mind could adequately
treat the subject as a whole—it should therefore be divided; and, thivdly, were the
funds to accumulate in a ratio similur to what they had done, the sumto be awarded
would probably be beyond the value of any literary performance that would be sent
in, and, therefore, it would be advisable to increase the nuinber of prizes. 'I'heso
alterations, it was stated, could be effected by applying to Parliament, without
interfering in the least with the iuterest of any party. The Essays, in all, were
208, and some of them were in six volumes.

DUTIES TO SERVANTS.

Amidst the many evils that prevail in the present state of society, there is one of
a very serious nature, which cannot be too frequently brought under the notice of
the public; I mean the inattention of masters to the spiritual concerns of their ser-
vants. This inattention has a most pernicions influence on all in this humble station,
and especially on the young, who have but little knowledge of divine truth, and
whose religious principles are not established. Mauy parents, who are poor, sre
obliged to put their children to service when very young, and have it not always in
their power to select such a situation for them as they would desire. 1t is painful
to.the Christian parent to part with his children in any circumstances; it is doubly
go to send them abroad into the wide world, feeling that ¢ no man will care for their
souls.” It is too frequently the lot even of those who have been brought up in the
fear of the Lord, to enter the families of masters, who will cruelly neglect their spir-
itual interests. They will rigorously exsct from their servants the utmost faithtul-
ness in their employment; but they never instruct them to fear the Lord, nor vremind
them that they have a Master in heaven. Itisindeed, the heartless and un-christian
notion of too many that if they feed their servants, and pay them their wages, they
have nothing more to do with them. )

The wholesome practice of assembling the whole household for family worship,
twice a day, is entirely banished from many of our professed Christian families,
catechizing on the evening of the Lord’s day is neglected: much less are the young
encouraged to read the Scriptures on the evening of the week days. Too many of
those unhappy children of both sexes, are so engnged, as to be prevented from
attending cither church or Sabbath school, and the very name of God and of religien
is in danger of being Lanished from their minds, as they may not see the-Bible in
the hand of their master, nor hear a pious sentiment from his lips, from one end of
the year to the other. When the young and thoughtless are exposed to such an
example, the result cannot fail to be disastrous. They are but too likely to forget
the counsels and the examples of godly parents, and conform themselves to the prac-
tices that are constantly before their eyes. They will begin to neglect the word
of God, to omit secret prayer, to profane the Sabbath, and to imbibe a spirit of indif-
ference, or of a positive dislike to all that is sacred. How frequently do well-disposed
parents find to their unspeakable sorrow, when their children return at the end of
a year’s service, that they have forgotten all the little learning which they once
possessed, and have besides contracted such a disrelish for reading, that it is diff-
cult to persuade them to resume the labours of education. And what is still worse,
while they have ceased to address God in prayer, they have learned to blaspheme
his holy name. Iow many unhappy boys and girls may lay the ruin of their souls
at the door of an unprincipled master or mistress? O that heads of families would
take warning, and begin without delay to cncourage their young servants to read the
Scriptures, to be regular in their secret devotions, and to keep the Sabbath holy!—
Let them begin to treat their servants as immortal beings, who while in their service,
are as truly committed to their care as their own children.—N. Y. Evangelist.

The above important matter furnishes no exception to the principle that duty
and interest are, under the wise scheme of Providence, olosely allied.  Godliness is
profitable unto all things. Even in a temporal point of view, the master who pro-
motes religion in his servants will find an ample reward. To say nothing of the
genuine civility which rcligion in a servant will secure, how material must be the
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difference betwoen ¢ purloining” and *¢ eye service,” and ¢ men-pleasing” on the
one hand, and on the other ¢ with good will doing service as to the Lord,” * doing
masters service becanse they are faithful and beloved,” and shewing all good fidelity
that thoy may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.”]

PRAYING SOLDIERS.

The New Testament tells us of several *“devout soldiers,”” some of these being
officers in the Roman army. It is a pleasing fact that there are not a few pious
soldiers among the British troops; and it is well known that they sre the most
courageous men in the hour of battle. It is, indeed very sad to think of a Christian
man handling & gun and bayonet, against his fellow creatures, yet it would be still
more sad, ifin the present unavoidable war, there were no soldiers like the believing
centurion, who confessed Christ at the cross, or like Cornelius, the centurion of ¢the
Italian band,” whose prayers went up * for a memorial before God.” Colonel
Fordyce, who was killed in the late Caffre war, was a man of prayer, and was the
centre of a group of praying soldiers.  We rejoice to know that there are praying
men among the British troops who have done the part of soldiess with such marvel-
lous courage at Alma, Balaklava, and Inkerman.  There was a prayer meeting of
soldiers held immediately before the battle of Alma, and an officer of the name of
Anstruther, who fell in that battle, had time to write between the prayer meeting
and the battle, hew much he had enjoyed that season of supplication. He fell in
that battle, although we have reason to hope that at the moment in which he fell,
he rose ¢ more than a conqueror.” It is well known also, that the.e are pious men
(many of them members of the Free Church,) among the 93rd Highlanders—the
bravest men in the army. We regret that Christian men like them should be called
to do the terrible work of soldiers, but we rejoice that those who need to do that
work, should be Christian men. While there is prayer among the soldiers, let there
be much prayer for them. The following facts, which we derive from the Patriot
aewspaper, are very tnstruetive:—

“In prospect of the battle of the Alma, according to the statement of one of the
chaplains, they committed themselvesin solemn prayer to the Divine protection.
The battle of Inkerman, we now learn, was preceded by a remarkable intercessory
meeting, at which ministers and other persons of various denominations assembled
to commend the Allied arms to the blessing of the God of battles. This ¢coacert of
prayer’ took place at Constantinople. The subject which had been previously
mentioned in private, was introduced, before the day of the baitle, at a meeting for
business of the American Missionaries. Without any foresight; of course, of the
impending action, arrangements were made for simultancous prayer in all the Pro-
testant congregations, native and foreign throughout the Moglem capital.  While
the hostile armics were actually contending in the ficld, the Christians of Constan-
tinople were thus uritedly commending them to the care and help of Heaven.
Although the chaplain to the British Embassy was prevented, by the restrictions of
his churc” , from offering special prayer {_r the troops at the regular time of service,
he held o prayer-meeting on their behalf in the afternoon, precisely, in all proba-
bility, when they stood in most pressing need of the Divine help. Thus, during the
catire progress of that tremendous conflict, and till victory crowned the cause of
right, were its brave champions sustained by the intercessions of their fellow
Christians, offered up in six different languages, and in twice as many separate
f’r}rvices, in the capital of the Empire whose independence is at stake.— U 2. Juw.

is. ."Uag.

CATECIHISNS.

The following remarks on the above subject, are by the excellent Dr. Isaac Watts,
who had certainly some right to be heard. We would only add to them, that highly
favoured is the child, who, besides o good catechism, enjoys the extemporé con-
versational catechising and commenting, of an enlightencd, affectionate, and pious
mother, whose example and prayers will of course not be wanting :—

* Among the various forms and methods wherein the prime articles of our religion
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have been put together in a comprehensive scheme for the use of the unlearned,
there is noue so proper for children as that of Catechisms.—The way of instruction
by Question and Answer seems to b2 the plainest and easiest manner whorein tho
knowlelge of religion can be conveyed to the minds of those that are ignorant, and
especiully of the younger part of mankind, This will appear in several respects.

1. He.chy the priuciples of Christinnity arce reduced into short sentences, which
are muclh more easy to be understood by children, as well as to be treasured up in
their memories.

2. H:ureby these divine principles are not only thrown into n just and easy
method, but every part of them is naturally introduced by & proper auestion ; and
the rehearsal of the answer (which should seldomn exceed three or four lines) is made
far easter to a child, than it would be if the child were required to repent the whole
scheme of rehigion by heart, without the interposition of nnother speaker.

3. This way of teaching hath semething familiar and delightful in it, because it
looks more like conversation and dialogue. It keeps the attention fixed with
pleasure ou the sacred subject, and yet continually relieves the attention by the
alternate returns of the question and the answer.

4. The very curiosity of the young mind is awakened by the question to know
what the answer will be; and the child will take pleasure in learning the answer
by heart to improve its own knowledge, and to be able to answer such a question,
And thus the principles of religion will gradually slide into the mind, and the whole
scheme of it be learned without fatigue and tiresomeness.

¢« might have cnlarged greatly upon each of these advantages, which the cate-
chetical m2thod has for the instruction of children above and beyond all other. I
profess myself, therefore, a constant friend to catechisms for the instruction of the

ignorant.”

ELEVATING INFLUENCE OF THE SABBATII.

Suppose that 300 years ago, which was a time of great religious change, ns3
everybody knows, when much was written about the origin of the obligation for
keeping Saaday sacred—suppose that in 15 16 some politician had propused that the
people should abolish the Sunday—how easily might he have used all the languago
now cmployed by those who oppose an abridgment of labour? How he might have
said, *What an gnormous increase of production—what an increase of wages—how
many advantages you will gain over other countries by abolishing the Sunday!”
Ard suppose the Sunday had been abolished 300 years ago, and that from that time
till now the peaple of this country had worked upon that day, and there are !5,000
or 16,000 Sundays included in that period; that in every one of these days the
hammer, and the spade, and the power-loom had been going; this would be an
addition tu our labours of fifty years; but what would fifty years of additional
industry, in the course of 300 years, do for us ?

Compare England fifty years ago with England now, and do you belicve that if
these filty years of industry had been thrown into the mass of 300 years’ labour,
the people of this country would have been richer than now? I believe they would
h.ve been poorer. I do not say that 2 man would not do more in seven days than
in six; but [ doubt whether any man would do more in the course of years working
seven instead of six. A man working so for ten years, I venture to say, will not do
so much. Then if you apply this to a great society, going on generation after
generation, is it not & most monstrous error to suppose that your three centuries of
wealth would have been increased by this expedient? *

What I say about days I say also about hours. I do not say & man will not do
more in twelve than in cleven hours; but this 1 say, that I believe a great society,
in which the children should from an early age begin to work fifteen hours a day,
would not produce so much as a society that labours much less; for, not to speak
of man in any higher character than in a commereial aspect—to consider him simply
as a machine for the production of goods—do not let us forget what a machine he
is, and how *‘fearfully and wonderfully he is made.” If you wish to task the powers
of a strong heree, you do not oppose him to 2 steam engine; and when you deal with
s man, you surcly would not work with him as you would with iron. Depressing
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labour—labour that begins too early in life—labour that is too long continued—the
every-day labour that exhausts the body, snddens the spirits, and clouds the under-
standing—labour incompatible with good education, will ineyitably, in no long time,
tell on the commercial prosperity of & people. You will find that the mentul infe-
riority of the population will be injurious to those daily interests which their moral
and mental elevation would serve materially to promote.  The day of rest occiunring
every week, aud the hours of relief gained from every-day labour, tend to elevate the
whole man, physically, intellectually, and morally ; and his elevation, again, tells
on the commercial prosperity of the country in ten thousand ways.—Macaulay.

LONGING FOR CONVERSION oF SINNERS.

It is said of the learned John Smith, “that he had resolved very much to lay
aside other studies, and to travail in the salvation of men’s souls, after whese good
he most carnestly thirsted,” Of Alleine, author of the ¢Alarm to Uncunverted
Sinners,” itis said that *lie was infinitely and iusatiably grecdy of the conversion of
souls; and to this end he poured out his very heart in prayer and in preaching.”—
Bunyan said, *In my preaching I could not be satisfied, unless some fiuits did appear
in my work.”

“{would think it a greater happiness,” said Matthew Henry, * to gain one soul
to Christ, than mountains of silver and gold to myself. If I do not gain souls, I
shall enjoy all other gains with very little satisfaction, and I would rather beg my
bread from door to door than not undertake this great work.”

Doddridge, writing to a friend, remarked, *1long for the conversion of souls more
sensibly than for anything besides. Methinks I could not only labour, but die for
it with pleasure.”

Similar is the death-bed testimony of the sainted Brown, of Haddington :—¢ Now
after ncar forty yenrs preaching of Christ, I think I would rather beg my bread all
the labouring days of the week, for an opportunity of publishing the Gospel on the
Sabbath, than, without such a privilege, to enjoy the richest possessions un earth.”
«Q labour, labour,” said he to his sons, ¢“to win souls to Christ.”

Rutherford * could assure his flock that they were the objects of his tears, cares,
fears, and daily prayers; that he laboured among them carly and late. And my
witness,” said he, ¢“is above, that your heaven would be two heavens to me, and
the salvation of you all as two salvations to me.”

Fleming, in his ¢ Fulfilling of Scripture,” mentions one John Welsh, ¢ often in
the coldest winter nights rising for prayer, found weeping on the ground, and wrest-
ling with the Lord on account of his people, and saying to his wife when she pressed
him for an explanation of his distress, ¢I have the souls of three thousand to answer
for, while I kuow not how it is with many of them.”

Brainerd could say of himself, on more than one occasion, “I cared not where or
how I lived, or what hardships I went through, so that I could but gain souls to
Christ. While I was asleep I dreamed of these things, and when I waked, the first
thing I thought of was this great work. All my desire was for the conversivn of the
heathen, and all my hope was in God.”—Scottisk Guardian.

VOLUNTARY SUPPORT OF THE CHURCIH.

The Toronlo Eraminer contains the following extract from a document by Ii. C.
Selby, Esq., Queen’s Advocate, or Attorney General, for Ceylon.  There is nothing
in it very original ; but it is full of important truth, and may be all the more inte-
resting that it comes from such & quarter :—

«If Christianity is ever to pervade the masses in Ceylon, the churches which
from time to time may be gathered from amongst the swirounding heathen must be
taught to louk not for external aid—must be made self-supporting. They cannot
look to be permanently maintained by voluntary contributions from abroad.
Churches in England, America, and elsewhere may, nay ought to send out mission-
aries to the heathen. But those foreign churches canuot be expected to cripple
their resources for the missicnary work by, supporting theregular ministers of those
churches which have been once firmly establizhed among the heathen.  The duty,
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then, of contributing of their substance to tho maintenance of those who labour
amongst them as pastors, must be, and I believe is in some few cases, strongly
pressed upon native Protestants. But how can they be expected to feel that this is
really a Christian duty as long as they see their comparatively wealthy European
follow-Christians contributing nothing towards the support of their own ministers,
but looking to the Government to pay them from the taxes collected from the com-
munity at large 77

1t is comfortable to refiect that Clergy Reserves, et koc genus omne, ejected from
Canada, are not likely to find refuge in Ceylon. It is certainly not to be imagined
that the Gospel is to be permanently maintained among the Christians of one country
by those of another, especially if the temporal circumstances of the former are better
than those of the latter. The United Presbyterians of Canada do not labour under
the disadvantage cf having to look to their more immediate brethren at home, as
doing nothing for the support of their ministers, but throwing the burden on the
community at large. The Free Church here, we believe, is now entirely self-sus-
taining ; having, at last Synod, declined to reccive any longer the sum hitherto
allowed by the Church in Scotland, for the support of Knox’s College : and we un-
derstand that a Foreign Mission is also in contemplation. The marvellous contribu-
tions of the Free Church appear to us the more marvellous that, in so far as she
bolds the Establishment principle, she cannot exhibit the duty of contributing as
absolutely and essentially involved in Christianity itself—the aspect best fitted to
affect the conscience—but must urge it only as an expedient to be had recourse to
when better cannot be done, when the State fails to do its duty. Our own Church,
holding almost universally the voluntary principle, has the vast advantage of repre-
senting contribution for the maintenance of the Gospel as part and parcel of our
religion itself—something which ¢ the Lord hath ordained.” The amount raised
by us, therefore, ought, in proportion to our nnmbers and our means, to exceed
that by the Free Church. Alas! that our principles and our practice are so sadly
at v riance.

TOPISI PRAYER IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA.

The subjoined piece of Popish devotion was, by accident, omitted from page 23, at
the close of Mr. Lambert’s letter from Trinidad. We now insert it, as a specimen
of the Popery which prevails in that island. For Catholicism, with all its preten-
sions to unity, presents aspects widely different in different circumstances. We
doubt if a Roman Catholic Bishop in Canada, or the States, would have sunctioned
such a prayer as this. We are persuaded that, in Britain, no one would hiwve ven-
turcd t» exclude all direct reference to the Savivur. The following is a translation,
the original being in Freach:—

« Prayer ageinst the Cholera.

¢ Preserve us my God from all epidemic and from all ¢vil contagion. O Mary,

tender mother, O Saint Genevieve aud Saint Roch, intercede for us.
“ Orison.

0 God, all powerful, who for the punishment of sin Last ordained by an immu-
table law that we must all submit to death, I prostrate myself before Thee to pray
Thee to preserve me as well as those who are dear to me frum the terrible plague
which is extending its ravagesin all our country. It is by the intercession of Mary,
tonder mother, of Szint Genevieve and of Saint Roch, to whom thou hast so often
granted favors in like culamities, that T hope to obtain pity and mercy.  However,
my God thy holy will and not mine be done; thou knowest better than I that
which i< for my good. Solctit be. Thrice holy Trinity protect us. Amen.”

.

READING REFORM.

On Saturday, 13th Jenuary, Alexander J. Ellis, Esq., formnerly Editor of the
Phonctic News, delivered a lecture before the Educational Institute, in the High
School, Elinburgh, on ¢ the Reading Reform,—an improved system of teaching. to
read 1 the ordinary print, by meaus of a course of phonetic reading.” Mr. Pryde
occupied the chair.  Mr. Ellis at great length, explained the nature of the phonetic
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plan, which was superior to any other system that had been tried. * Children were
first.made familiar with a sound, and they were taught to associate this sound with
o certain sign or letter. By this plan we had a sign for every sound in the language,
each sign being invariably used to represeut the same sound; the pupils soon
learned to master nll the sounds, and to glide themn into words, which when they had
done, they learned to read, slowly but surely, any word spelt phonetically, When
they had acquirod fluency in phonetic reading, the transition to our common reading
became a very easy matter; the more active minded children often teach them-
selves. At the very lowest calculation, we might teach a child as much in one year
by this system, as we could by the old in two. The system had been very exten-
sively adopted in America,—was used three years in the Secular School, Edinburgh,
by Mr. Willinms, who had left,—was used in several schools in Aberdeen; Sheriff
Watson, well known in connection with ragged schools, convinced of its utility, had
got it introduced into his Female Industrial School, and had lately opened an Infant
School on this principle, in which the system had been very successful. But to
come nearer home, it had been used for the past four years in the Town Mission
School, Haddington, by Mr. Silver, who was present, and could bear witness to the
value of the system himself.  Mr. Silver said, he was happy to bear his humble
testimony in favour of the system before such a meecting, and from his own ex-
perience, he was able to corroborate much of what Mr. Ellis had said. An animated
discussion followed, in which several teachers took part, and several objections were
stated, which were replied to by Messrs. Ellis and Silver respectively. Dr. Gloag
;;;oposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Ellis, which was warmly responded to.— Edinburgh
wuness.

EXHIBITION AT PARIS,

The correspondent of a religious newspaper writes:—

¢ Great preparations are enacting here for the universal Exposition of 1855. The
bad news received from the East do not abate the ardour. The Christians on their
side endeavour to avail themselves of this opportunity to create a large religious
assembly. This is the programme which the Bvangelical Alliance published on that
subject :—* The immense concourse of visitors which the Universal Exposition of
Industry will undoubtedly attract next summer to Paris, has creat>d the idea in the
French Branch of the Evangelical Society to convoke a conference of Evangelical
Christians of the whole world, as was the case of that of London on a similar occa-
sion. In order to give this conference an importance really practical, the central
committee have caused a series of reports to be prepared, the whele of which will
present the richest religious statistic ever yet obtained.” Seven general reports
drawn up by writers of the French tongue will examine, in a universal sense, the
following questions :—¢ The Evangelical Alliance’—¢ Qutward difficulties which the
progress of the propagation of the Gospel meets with at the present time’—+ Catho-
licistn’'—* Incredulity’—* Missions among nations not yet brought to Christianity—
<The observance of the Sabbath’—¢ Young Men’s Union.” Thirteen special reports
written by eminent men of different nations, will strive to make known—* The re-
ligious state of England, Scotland, Ircland, America, France, Holland, Belgium,
Bwitzerland, Italy, Germany, the countries of the North, and Russia, the Turkish
Empire, the Jewish nation, and, if possible, of the Austrian States.” Thereporters,
as well as the official orators, have been chosen promiscuously in and out of the
Alliance. French will be the language spoken at the Conference, but the devotional
exercises will take place in French, German and English ; besides which, there will
be among Christians of the same language special conferences.  Arrangements will
be mode to provide foreign brethren with the means of sojouring in Iaris, and
taking their meals in common at moderate prices.”

AMERICAN FEELING TOWARDS RRITAIN.
At o Meeting of the Church Sociely held at Montreal, 16th January—the Lord
Bishop in the chair:—
The Right Rev. Horatio Potter, D. D., Provisional Bishop of New York moved
the sccond resolution, expressing the thankfulness of the meeting for the unity
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existizg between the two churches, and its hopes that the union would be yet more
closely knit.  The Right Rev. Prelate suid he had great pleasure in moving that
resolution though he did not come to Canada to make a speech, but to warm him-
self by their fires. 1o came to thank their own Bishop for the honowr he had
done himself and the American Church, in coming, upon a late occasion to take
a part in that solemn consecration service which had raised the speaker to the
dignity, and placed upon him the respousibilities of a Bishop in the Church of God.
When yesterday morning, a little after the peep of day, he had come out of his own
house, and turned his face to the North, in the teeth of a driving snow-storm, he
considered he was Jdoing a very heroic thing,—something like attempting the North
West Passage.  But, he did it to express the sympathy which he felt in the Church’s
prosperity, his respect for the Brethren here, and especially for him who so ably
and well presided over the affairs of this diocese. And, after all, he had found the
pleasure greater than the suffering. It was something to set foot on the soil of
Her Gracivus Majesty the Queen.  God bless her! e had prayed for her on the
land and on the sca, and hoped to do so again.  She had his sympathy, his deep
sy .upathy, in the noble efforts she was making at the present time to subduc a
barbarous power who had attempted to crush a feeble nation, and overwhelm
Europe. Much lad been said about American feeling, and American sentiment, in
regard to the war, But he would tell his Lordship, that, if the people of Canada
wished to understand the public sentiment of the country, they must not search for
it in the newspapers. They must go to the educated men, to the Clergy of the
Church, to those that studied Shakspere, and Milton, and Hooker, and they
would find that they were heart and soul with England in the struggle, and daily
offered up their prayers for her success.—Iranscript.

DOING WIIAT THEY COULD. 4

The inmates of the Westmiaister Reformatory for Adult Male Criminals, agreed
on the 24th of November to the following resolution :—IIaving no money, we unani-
mously agree to abstain from food on the 27th (being one of our best foud days)
and that our noble friend, the Right Honourable, the Earl of Shaftesbury, be kindly
requested to forward the proceeds of that day’s provision, to the Patrivtic Fund;
and that on the evening of the same day we shall unite in fervent prayer for
the restoration of peace. Signed by all the inmates, 100 in number.—Lng. Paper.

EMIGRATION TO CANADA.

The return of A. C. Buchanan, Esq., Chiet Emigrant Agent, for the ycar 1854,
shows that the following numbers of emigrants have been landed in Canada during

the year:—

From England .......... ceetreeee tarttaneeattrestenen ernas ceerane . eeecee 18,175
From Ireland............... cereireerens eesesene creee-areens o ceeonesncre 16,168
From Scotland . ...icceiveveiiieiie cieeneiesanessiers sesvnsnne sene veeonene 0,446
From Continent of Europe ...... T et eeenenesenes veerone 11,687
From Lower Ports, &Cuveervens e veeeenttentniaesanes ¢ eererearansrans 857

Total ceiviirreiiiiiniiainicriieraees reeeeesteartenarenaase . 53,288

TkLe total numbers for the last eight years are as follows:—

Total landed in the Colony in 1847 ..civiieviieiiianennnecrennneenes 90,160
“ “ 1848 tiiiiiie ceeraeericreennaenees 27,989
“ [ G I84D citiiiirerieaercreieeeeneeseenee 38,401
a “ € 1800 ceiiiierienceeiriecerre cen cne e 32,292 .
o . 0 T85] e ienrecteraiernerenecennnneenses 41,076
“ “ 1802 iiiiiiriiieeie cereeeseneeneee 89,176
(L o €I85 crrriiieceiernrneesreesnerernass 306,698
“ “ « 1854 ..... . 53,283

[We understand that a large nwnber of emigrants from Europe fo the States have
this year returned, after a short trial of their new home. In the old States
especially, as the population is becuming dense, food is becoming dear, and 1 bour
cheap. Tho Know-nothings, too, are determined, that Native Americansshalll avea
preference in every thing, and that R. Cutholics in particular, shall be discouraged. ]



