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FEBRUARY, 1863.

\¥e rejoice to learn from the report of
Dr. Cook, which will be foundin another
column, that the plan pointed out in the
circular, which appeared in our last number,
isalraady areal success. In the shortspace
of six weeks funds enougk (no less than
$2490.46) have been realized fiom its
working, to cnable the board to pay the
whole of the ministers on the roli, the
half year's stipend. This is a hopeful
angury for the fotwe It well
for the energy ard vitality of our church,
and rebukes the cavious and contemptible
spirit displayed ina recent article ina Free
Charch contemporary, which gloated over
our supposed twisfortunes. But, while
enoughb hasbeenaccomplished to shew what
can be done, patieat work will be required
from the Committee, and a steady and gean-
erous support must be accorded to them by
the wholechuch. If 2ll our congregations,
rich and poor, strong and wezk, adopt the
plaa and give a2ccording to their ability,
the Home Mission Scheme will be placed
on a sound and substantizl basis, and the
extension of the Charch will be secured.
An annual sum of £1,200 from our whole
Church is after all bat a comparatively
small amount, and wmill by s little system be
casily raised. Ve hare confidence in the
cnergy and ability of the Committee
charged with the prosecation of the Scheme,
and we have faith in the zeal and Chris-
Bian Iiberslity of our people. And they will,
we¢ arve assured, respond heartils to the ap-
peals that will require from time to time to
be mazde to them to support this cffort,
which will, as the Committee well observes,
be in its practical resalts ooz, if suecessfal,
{0 an 2dditional prrmancnt ci.dowment of
£20,000.

Let us then, as a Chureh, work heartily
for this Scheme, feeling that it is wornhy
of all our cfforts and czlealated to accom-
plish a larze measare of real good. Bat
et us also bear in wind, that mere fitful
cforts will not suffice, bat that steadr,

united, vigorous action wiil alene meet the
necessities of our advancing and steadily
extending Church.

We have a work to do in this Jand—az
work that others less happily sitnated, can-
not so successfully perform. Let us thea
evince a real appreciation of the nature of
that work, and 2s real a willingness to dis-
charge its duties, in order that we may cxert
our proper influence in shaping the char-
acter of the people of this young country.

in another part of this number will be
found a letter from the Kev. James Mair,
AL A, of Martintown, in answer to the ar-
ticle in our last anent his former lctter,
In this letter he compiaias that an imagi-
nary party to whom he credits the author-
ship has sadly perverted bis words.  That
a person who has set about combating a
mythical existence should make such a
complaint i« othing to be woundered at ; but
that the purson who has reduced himself
to this position, should be the Mimnisier of
onc of our leading country congregationsthe
whole church, we are sure, will join with
us in deploring.  Bat apart from the ante-
cedents 2hd consequents of the complaint,
let us look at its actual merits.

“In my first letter then,” says Mr. Mair,
% {wwo conditions arc meationed, subject to
which I hold the Synod legaliy indebled
to pay me vear by year the sum of £50;
and the most important is expressed in
these words,”—aund, though we priated his
letter in the same number as that in which
our article was written, and cxacily asit ap-
peared in the Toroate Glodz, in the Free
Church Orgasand asit wassentto Dr. Coad:
—he complains that “these wonds” are
withheld. Howerer, 25 these words” ex-
press reasoning perfectly unique andsoch as
cur readers may rnot have been accutomed
to, weshall give them again. Here they are
—* Bat] distinally assest that <o long as
the remainder of the fond continuestoba di-
vidad amonz the forta~ate twenty-one, I
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have aright to my share; and if moral prin- |
ciple or the voice of the Synod do not give it |
me, perhaps civil law may do me jostice.” |
Our readers will thus perceive that « these
words,” which'were to express the condition
ou which Mr. Mair was legally to found his
claim, merely contain a “distinct assertion,”
and what can we infer from this, but that,
in Mr. Mair’s mind, conditions ¢~ legal
agreament, and his “ distinct assertions,” are
synonymous terms. If hethas recourse to
civil law, ashe states his intention of doing,
he will very soon get enlightenment as to
the difference. But leaving this aside, he |
goes on to say, * that the Board, in con- i
tinuing the division, do directly transgress ,
the deliverance of the Synod in 1856
Have the Board, let ns ask Mr. Mair, con- |
tinued the division among more ministers
than those to whom they were able to pay |
thesum which he asserts he is legally enti- |
tled to 2 And though they had done so,did .
it ever occur to Mr. Mair that the Board by ,
the Act of incorporation(22 Viet.,ch. 66,and |
Minutes of Synod for 1859, page 47) have
it in their power to make by-laws which
shall be operative until these are approved ,
of or rejected by the Synod; and that the |
Boxard did make a by-law, which being ra-
tified by the first meeting of Synod, after
it was made, dissnnuls so far as it differs ;
from that vexed minute of 1856 which he |
hasso sadly perverted, and which, judging :
from his uncalled for allusion to it, must .
bave oftendisturbed bis dreams? And did :
it farther occur to Mr. Mair that when
versus the adoption of the by-law, a mo-
tion was made in the Syned to revert to .
the minutes of 1856, which provided, .
4 that if the sum to be disposed of for the .
payment of ministers’ salaries should at
any time be insufficient to give to ench
£100 2 year, the division shall be conti- .
nued, but not after the allowance to !
cach minister has fallen 70 £50 (Minutes of !
Symod, p.22),this motion was lost; and that |
the by-law which provided that the divi- :

sion should continue, but not after the sum .
to be divided fell BzLow £50 (Minutes of .
Synod, 1880, p. 85), was unanimously con-
firmed? Did these things, we ask, ocear |
to Mr. Mair when he charged the Board with |
baving gone both agwinst the principle '
sad the proviso? If they did, all we shall I
say on tha subject is, that his conduct in

making such a charge is only equalled by '
the impradence he has shown in seckin;v .
cut a chanrel to give effect toit. And 37,
they did not, we must remind him that he

is in honour bound, if such a phrase is

i ably a propcsal
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applicable in this connection, amply to
apologize to those against whom he has
made such unfounded accusations. But
perhaps we should not have thrown out
this suggestion, as, though in theheight of
his rudeness he has used in his attack such
phrases as “peculation, spoliation sys-
tem, &c.,” we know well that neither the
commissioners, who originally by appoint-
ment of the Synod invested the funds,
nor the Board who are at present charged
with the payment to the Church of the
interest of them, care for having an apolo-
gy from such a quarter, nor need they.
They are men occupying the highest ec-
clesiastical, business, and social positionsin
the country, and possess the unbounded con-
fidence ;;"y the Church notwithstanding Mr.
Mair’s assertions to the contrary, and hav-
ing all along discharged their duty gratui-
tously, and, at the same time most suceess-
fally, are deserving of, and have its sincerest
thanks and most lasting gratitude. Anin-
fluential member of Synod, whosa letter
will be found in another part of this num-
ber, gives the names of these gentlemen,
and also makes observations on Mr. Mair’s
letter, to which we wonld advise our read-
ers to refer. We are sorry for having
taken up so much space with our remarks
on this subject but, having inserted Mr.
Mair's first letter at therequest of Dr. Cook,
in order, by contrast, to bring out more
prominently the lsrgehdartedness of the
others who had written on the same sub-
jeet, we could not allow his statements
to pass unchallenged, althongh we did not
anticipate that those acquainted either with
the circumstances of the case, or with the
writer, wonld bave attached such import-
tance to them, as we from the very fact
of our having answered them, have ap-
parently, though not really, ceded.

We intimated iz our last numbsr that
the anthor of the articles on the Roman
Catacombs had agreed to consider favour-
to write a series of ariicles
on Old Testament characters. After deli-
beration, be has however determined to
write instead on the “ Points of Contact be-
tween Bayptian aod Jewish History.” The
first of the series appears in this nomber;
and as it bears on the cxtraordinary state-
ments recently advaunced by Bishop Colen-

| so, we are suroit cannot fail to attract the

attention of our readers, and to afford
them much instructive information,

We aro mach pleased to learn that
some of our adherents are taking the twu-
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ble to circulate gratuitously several numbers
of our paper among Presbyterians who ,
wonld not otherwise reccive any infor- |
mation regarding oor Church. We com- |
mend this example to our friends, and |
would ‘strongly recommend them to do
likewise.

An old familiar landmark has disap- |
pesred. A beacon lit up seventeen years
8go, which has shone with increasing bright-
ness ever since, has suddenly gone out, and |
the watchman who bas during that long |
period faithfolly trimmed the Sfre has
abandoned his post, ill-requited we fear for
his disinterested efforts in behalf of his
Church. '

With no ordinary regret, says the Scots- ,
man, do we transmit to our readers the in- |
telligence that McPbail's Edinburgh Jour-
nal 1s nomore, and that its late publicher ,
seeks to hide his grief and forget his disap- .
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the cause to which it chiefly devoted itself—
the vindication and advocacy of the Church of
Scotiand. In s paper entitled “*Qur Farewell,”
the publisher relates the history of his maga-
rine—its establishment in consequence of the
generally hostile attitnde of the press towards
the Church after the Disruption, the distin~
guished contributors it drew towards it, the
many opuonents it hag survived, and the many
battles it has fought. ¢ We know well” he
continues, “ that we did this at the cost of
worldly wealth and quiet; iaat the position
we occupied as a publisher during the long
controversial warfare reacted injarious!y npon
our general business, and cost us many private
friends, and consumed hours thet might bhave

en otherwise agreeably devoted to useful
purposes. Enough of this cost in suffering is
known to those who have watched the strug-
gle , but we have st least the consciousness of
feeling that unselfishly we have laboured in
the common’ cause of religion, and not for
worldly profit or the clamours of popularity,
for we never received any pecuviary assist-
ance from the Charch in any shape or form.?
Mr. McPhail also announces that he is about to
“depart for o foreign and distant land, with
fittle of sunshine on our individnal pathway

3 3 4 "
pomtment “in some distant land. i across the ocean.” We understand that a

This perodical announces this month its ; committee has been formed with the view of
own approaching demise, after an existence of | raising, chiefly among the friends of the Es-
17 years, during which it has often put forth , tablished Church, some substantisl acknow-
much ciever writing, and done good service to . ledgment of Mr.McPhail's services.

Fiterary  Hofrees, |

—

Gop's GLoey 1~ 782 Hzavess : ByWilliam  ters, both in the arrsngement and the mat-

Lzreen, DD., Principaland Primatius
Professor of Theolegy, University of '
Queen’s College. Dawson Brothers, Gi. |
St. James St., Montresal '

The work before us, several chapters of ;
which have alreadybeen publishedin “Good
Words, ™ is one of considersble interest. ;
1t treats chiefly of the higher questiors of ;
astronomy, and gives the reader a full idea
of how these questions are discussed by the
foremost thiokers of the day. Noris ifs !
learned writer merely a retailer of other;
men’s idess; he thinks for himself, and
maintaios and illustrates his opinions with
considerable ability. Igie; also writes in &
vary travsparentstyle—his thongh ta shining |
dmmgbu?tp as pebbles thro‘nghg z runmng
brook :—whil edleritig keenly into the

of his sublime subject, he at once |
enlists the enthusizsm of the reader ou its |
bebalf. Tiese are the qualities m & writ- |
er whick can render scicnce popular; awid |
thongh some maj be apf io suppose that
Principal Leitch is superficial, because Le
makes everything so plain and simple, thisis
far from being the case.  Many of his chap- |,

ter, must have cost him mach patient la-
bour and thought. The following descrip-
tion of a total eclipse of the sun will illus-
trate the elevated style he can command,
when his subject cails for it, and shows as
well the peculiar mental phenomens which
such & rarely witnessed event calls forth -

# 1t is bowever, when men sre massed to-
gether that the finest opportaaity is afforded for

| watching the effect of sn eclipse. Such

an opportunity was enjoyed by the Freach as-
tronomers, when observing the total eclipse of
1542 at Pespignaa. The observers were
stationed on the remparts with their instra-
ments ; the soldiers were drawn ap 01 & squaTe
o one hand, and, on the other, the inhsbitsats
were grouped on the glaciy, so that the siation
commanded the foll view of treenty ttoassed up-
tarzed faces. The astronomersdidnot failtowatch
the phaseyof feelinw in tha crowd, a3 well as
thove of the oclipde. The momtent the people,
withr rofoKed glabses 10 their cyes, marked thw
fitst-indentation o tht ¥at’s disc, they rxiped
a deafening shous of appl nuch in thé
way in which thé€y wonld salates militery hero,
or s popaler actér. TR moon graduslly crept
over the san, snd, for & copsiderable time,
there Wz notlilig observablé but the ordinsry
logquatity of & Prenich crowd., As the eclipse
drevw towards totality, the murmur of twenty
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thousand voices rapidly increased~each telling | may not vary so much from the conditions
his neighbour of the strange feclings coming !

over him. Suddenly, the last filament of the
sun's disc was covered, and, at that moment, a
deep, prolonged moarn, as from one manp, arose

under which we find life existing on our
planet, as would warrant us in concluding
with Professor Whewell, that they are un-

from that vast crowd. It was like the stified | inbabitable. "We suspect that something

groan of the multitude witnessing 2 pablic ex-
ecution, at the moment that the axe or the,
drop falls. The moan, however did not meark
the climax of high-strained feeling. The dead
silence that ensued was the culminating point.
Not a whisper was heard, not an attitude was
<haaged as, with the rigidity of a statue, each
man stood and gazed upweards., So unearthly
was the silence, that the beat of the chronome-
ters was heard with painful distinctness. The
heart of the universe secmed to cesse its throb-
inps. Nature bad fallen into a state of syn-
cope. For two and 2 half minutes this dread-
ful pause continued. At the end of this period
a thread of ligat burst forth; the tension was
at once relieved, and one loud burstof joy rent
the heavens. The people could not restrain their
transports of happiness, now that the dread,
undefinable woe had passed over. They did
not care now to look at the final phase of the
eclipse, as the darkness wore off; they bad be-

wesken the impression by looking at the par-
tial obscuration; and soon the whole crowd

e e o e———— - - — - ——

more might be said than this, iz perfect
accordance with the arguments based on
the conditions of existing life. It cannot
be denied, for example, that it is in strict
accordance with analogy that other plane-
tary systems exist, besides that to which
our wor'd belongs ; and if this is granted,
it would be arguing, not on a probability,
but on the very highest improbability, that
many planets belonging tothesesystemshave
not all the conditions for supporting life,
and high intellectual life, such a5 our world
contains. Of course we cannot be certain
of the existence of other planetary systems
besides our own ; but we are certain of

, the existence of thousands of other suns,

1
[}
i
1
1

melted away—Ileaving the astronomers to con- !

tinae their observations alone.”

Perhaps the most attractive chapter in
the book is the last, in which the ques-
tion of the plurality of worlds is discussed
st considerable lengih and with great abil-
ity. Principal Leitch reasons the gues-
tion with far more caution than we should
have expected from the animadon with
which he expatiates on theother subjects on
which he ireats, and states very ably all
the conspicuous arguments pro and con.
His own opinior on the question is, that
many of the planets forming part of or
solar system are not yet in that normal
condition from which 'se can, with any de-
ares of probability, infer that they are in-
habited by living beings. Others, how-
ever, such as Mars, Jupiter, and Satwm,

and there is nothing more reasonable than

held the crov‘vning spccmclc; thcy wvould not : ﬁ)e Supposilion that t]ley are tbe centres

from whence ray forth to attendant planeis
the same power as that which is dispensed
from our own luminary. And we suspect
that from the vast number of these plane-
tarv centres, the law of chances itself, to
sink altogether the analogical argument,
would favour the idea that some of these
dis‘ant planets have at any raie conditions
as favourable to the existence of aniated
beings ss our world possesses.

Principal Leitch’s book, -besides discns-
sing questions like these, contains also a
great deal of information in reference to
recent discoveries in astronomy, is illustra-
ted by excellent engravings (some of them
—the telescopic views of the moon—bein
taken from photographs) and has appendeg
te it a valuable synopsis of all the most
prominent facts in the science. We heart-
ily wish for it a large circulation.

@he Churey i Gonada,

OF COMMITTEE OF TEMPOR-
ALITiBS BOARD.

Tho Committee, appointed by the Board to
tske steps to obtain such increase of income
as would reader it possible to pay the usoal
sllowances to every winister on the Synod’s
Roll, respectfully repori :—

That on the 15th November they issaed a
circolar, of which a copy is berewith transmit-
ed, o all the ministers of the charch, reqaest-
iog them to brinz the sabject of it before their
Tespeclive congregations, and to send aa aa-
swer before the 15th December,  Shortly before

REPOKT _

that date no answer had been received from
sixfy-siz ministers, and another circular was
issucd, of which a copy is also herewith trans-
mitted, in which it wes statcd that no auwer
woauld be considered tantamoant to autherity to
make the deduction proposed in the first circan-
lar. Ten did not answer cither circulsr; but
the committee did not make any deduction
rom their allowsnce, thinking directauthority
in every casgo desirable. The namesof the tea
will be found in list No. 1.

The Contingent Fond bas been incressed
cither by mroney seant, or what was equivaleat
to money, by authority to deduct from the al-
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_owances of ministers, who confidently expected
to be repaid by their congregations, to the ex-
tent of $2490.46, asum adequate for the Janu-
ary payment of all the ministers ; and payment
has accordingly been made by the Chairman
and Secretary to the Board in the usual way.

A statement (No. ”) of sums received by the
Temporalities Board for the Contingent Fund
during the year, is herewith transmitted—this

statement includes the $361 collected previous |

to the meeting of the Board on the 11th Nov-
ember.

Of the congregations whose ministers com- :

mated, cighteen—of those whose ministers,
though on the Synod Rolls, were not
permitted to commute, three—of those
whose ministers’ allowance of £50 a year, was
safe without any special effort, {en have res-
ponded favourably to the scheme proposed in
the circular, baving either sent the required
sum, or a larger—thirty-one in all. Of the
twenty-seven cor_tegations whose ministers
were unprovided for, two have not been heard
froum, but it may be ‘presumed that they are,
like the others, favourable. (List No. IiL.)

Fourteen congregations have sent collections
amounting in all to £41.10 ($168) but Lave
not accepted the scheme. (List No. IV.)

Twenty-nine congregations have aeither ac-
cepted the scheme nor ccllected for the Con-
tingent Fund in obedience to the Synod.
(List No. V.)

The committee regret that the number is so
great of those who must for the present be con-
sidered unfavourable, but they confidently trust

that the number will be diminished before an-

otker payment becomes due. The scheme was
new. There was little time {or considering it.
Sqme did not believe it couid be successful.
Some had reasons uafortunately too good, why
they could not immediately go iato it. Some
imagined that a legal bond was required, which
is not at sll contemplated, or desired. Some
were tronbled in mind about s possible union
with other Presbyterian bodies, of which they
disapprove.
tha matter fully brougbt before them, and the
copgregations of commuting ministers have
not taken sufficiently intoaccount, that though
best off novr, they will, on the decease of their
present misister, be wors! off,unless this scheme
ig carried out, as their ministers must then be
placed ot the Dottom of the list, and receive
rothing. Stll, with one or two exceptions,
the answers even when unfavourable, were ina

good and kindly spirit, snd the committee hop-
to report- better things to the meeting of thc
Board in May. What hss been done, shows
what may be done, and it is worth while to
labour for a scheme which will bring into the
Fands, if it were universaliy accepted, an in-
come equal to the interest of £20,000.

What the committee do mest rcgrc:, ‘to use
no stronger term, is, that in the circcmstances
with lmﬂywm brethren unprovided ior,
tweoty-nine minist'wrs should neither have ap-
nroved the scheme, nor collected for the Con-
tingent Fand,

Al which is respectiolly submitted.

JOHN COOR,

. Chairman
Qucebee, 5ib January, 1863,

Some do not appear to bave had ;

00
£0
[ ]
[14]
0
Simcoe, coll. and ded. of 325 32 00
Williamstown, two coUccnons, . 2500
I'erth, 26 (0
Ringston, « . 6 Y
Hamilton, o . . 4543
Nelson & Watcrdov.n o 50 00
. Guelph, ¢ . B0
McNab & Horton, . 500
Georgetown, . B0
Clifton, . 2500
Pakenbham, ‘ . 2500
Ramsay, . . . 2500
bcymom-, i o e, 500
l)srlmgion, . e 25 00
Thorold . e 25 W0
L‘Ongnal . L, 25 00
Richmond, C W, i . . 2500
. Huntly, . “ . L. 20
Believille, coll,, and ¢ el .. 400
Hemmin ord, ‘e o . 2500
. .‘.!ldd! . L 25 00
\'x!lc, o L e 25 00
}'ct ro’, coll.and o 35 00
St Andrew's Chaureb, Quebee,. ... ..a.ll 800 00
Hornby, coll ccﬂon 3.1 dodnct:on, ...... 3D
Mount Forest, 218, Tye-e 2500
Galt, e ieeeeneenaneaa 25 00
Mulmar . |1, o R156,.. 2500
Dundas, B et iiatitteaneee 16 0
Scarboro’, L ieieiieenees 20 50
Alerkham, oL L R 70
West Bing, -~ 817, o 38, 25 02
Arnttur, T et ciecnaaaans 9 00
Sonth Gore, 4 00
Stirling,. . 12 00
\om.wmga, ...... 6 00
Brockville. ceie s iciceeacinian ot cre e 14 60
Valcartier eeencceersneracnsarsancness 200
mgm%ﬂé ------------------------------- ;tl) gg
St. Lonic de Go! e,
B 4000 A it
bodcnch 12 €3
LABARRY e.secr seevrcnsncarars sesanaiazaveescan 5 00
anhﬁc)d collocuon $2.50, and dcductxon §5.. 21 50
Lavark, ss.oo, €19, 3500
%}lflbo:;{inc,. (d’ ......................... % 88
ree Rivers, -5 1) T
New R:chmondpf ............................. 25 00
{ Chatham, C. 1-.., ................................ 25 W0
© DURGCC, . et cceicsaccaccerastotennrsoasanansnne <5 00
oint St Charle® .o v eeececveccnnascce sunene 25 00
3 S ) T T PR 25 00
B RS- X ¢
Cote St. George,. e nuee ferecsateaceranransonn 25 00
Chetham. C.\Y ., ccviiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiencacenen 25 00
730 1. S U ceee . BOO
Oxfb‘dlmlls ceoeieens .- 30
S0
IV o0
25 00
2509
25 80
. B0
25 00
0o
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No. L.- List of ministers cko did not answer either

creular,
Rev, Mr, Sie\oright ..Qrmstown.
* Mr Wallace,... .  ...... Huntingdon.
*  Mr., Shanks,. . . ....Valcartier.
s Mr. Davldson,,. . Williamsburgh,
*  Dr. Berclay, . ... Toronto,
““  Mr, Gordon,.. .. Markham,
* 3Mr. Bain,. .. . Scarboro’.
« Mr. Cleland,. . ... . . Oxbridge.
“ Mr.McKee, .. ... .. . . .West (:mlhmebun

No. 11.—Statement of sums received by the Tempor-
alities Board, for the Contingent Fund, including
the 2361 receired {remor.s lo the meeting of the

Board, on the 11th Nocember.

Ottawas, twocollections,. .

' ?.

Fergus, coll. and ded. of €25.... 57
St 'aulz Montreal, two collccuonr, ... .. 198
St, Johns (.omwa!l coll. aud ded, of <25 49
Whitby, coll. and ded. of 3‘5........... k1]
St. Andrc-.vs Montresl,. © aeaees 40

.
-

......................................

\’n’oltcl
‘]Vaugrlz;n...
rort Ho,
Clarke,. pc '
Ros and Wersmeath, deducted,

d.

3o
<

...............

Rezalt of Scheme to far...... vesasane R SHN 46
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No. 111.— Congregations favourablc to the plan, 1 03¢
Ministers commuted.

St. A“d’:"'s Chureh, Q“""} Rev. John Cook, D.D.
St. Andrew’s Church, Mon- A. Hathicson, D.D,

.

1
St. Jobn's Chureb,Cornwall,. ** H. Urquhart, D.D.
North Georgetown,.... .... * J.C.Mur, D.D.
Clifton, .... ..... .. . * Goeo, Bell,
Hamilton,.. .cooo oo . ... ** R Burnet
Nelson and Waterdown,. . . John Skinner, D.D.
Fergus, .....ooiiuennnnn. *  Geo. Mscdonncll.
Kipgston,... . ... .. .. 1+ John Machar, D.D.
Pa V¥, Bain,
ottawa,. . .. ‘A, Spence.
Pakenham, “ A Mann,
Ransay, . ... .oeoeenns ¢ J. MocMorine.
SeYIOUr, . eaviiiieiiennnan “ R Neill.
Darlingtots,. .. oooieeen oot * J.H. NcRKeorras,
McNeb sad Horton, .. ¢ G.Thomson,
Thorold, e eer e o D, Wuson.
AXDPIIor,. . ceeeereonienanans “ Y. Lindsay.

Congregations whose ministers though on the Synod
Roll, wcere not permitted to commale.

L'Ori{;nzl, e eeieraieeaaas Rev. G. D. Ferguson.
Huonly, . ooovniiiiiaeaaan o0 ¢ J.Sinclair,
Belleville,oooeonn o . A, Walker,

Congregations wchoie ministers the Board wasenabled
to pay withowt special effort, but favourable to the plan.

Richmond, C.W... .. . ... Rev.W. White.

Willismstown, ....... . .... P. Watson,

Guelph,. ceoceiei e Ll ‘“ John Hogg.

St. Paul's, Montreal,....... . = W. Snodgrass.
Hemmingford,.....ccoevn. . “ J. Patterson.
Middlcvilte, “ W. W, Clarke,
Orangeville, . = W, E McKsy.
Peterboro,,.. ..o oeveennl. * J.S. Douglas.
Simeoe,. ..., - * Mr. W, Livingstone,
Litchficdd, .. . . . ** Jos. Evans.

No. IV.—L'st of congreqgations from whick collections
toere received, but whick did not adapt the scheme
inthe circular.

Dundze, Searboro’, Markham, Arthur, South Gor-
or, Sturling, Nottawasags Brociville, Valeartier, Beau-
?}IEW' St. Louis de éonugue, Brock, Goderich,

indray.

No. V.— Comgregations which hare neither collected for
the Contingent Fund this year,nor agreed to the
scheme proposed i< the circular,

Point Lovi, Inverness, Lachine, Huntingdon,
ridge, Russcltown, Ormstown, Lancaster,
Ospabruck, Williamsburgh, Matilds, Saitficet zud
Bipbrook, ﬁ‘oolwzch, North Easthope, North Dorshes
ter, Westminstor, Bayfield and Veras, Williams, Wa-
wano:h, Smith's Falls, Chinguscousy, 3ono, Eldon,
Toronto, Scot?, and Uxbdridze, Nowmarket, West
Guaillimsbury, Ring.

Beoch-

MEETING OF COMMISSION OF SYNOD.

The Commission of Synod is sppointed to
meet in St Andrew’s Church, Toronto, on
Wednesday, the 18th instant, atanoon. The
members of last Annual meeting of Synod, who
are still ministers of Charges or Nuling Biders,
are members of the Commission. Nine, of
whom Sve must be ministers, are a quoram.

PRESBYTERY OF GUELPA.

The regular mecting of this Presbyter
held at Guelph, on the tenth of Dyet:eilm
There were present, Rev. John Hogg, Moder-
ator, George Macdonnell, James Thorn, John
Whyte, Johe Hay, and Robert Campbell,
ministers.
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The report of the committee, appointed to

! examine Messrs.Cameron and Hunter, was read

by Mr. McDonnell.
receive and adopt it.

The delegates appointed to visit Arthur and
Mount Forest, on behalf of the Presbytery’s
Home Mission, reported that they had attended
to that duty, and said thet they had been en-
couragingly received at both places. The re-
port was approved of.

The clerk reported that be had written to the

The Presbytery agreed to

: Treasurer of the ¢ Temporalities Board,” re-

specting the omission of Mr. Campbell’s allow-
ance. The Presbytery were gratified to learn
from Mr. Campbell that he had since received
it.

The ministers of Presbytery next reported
a3 to the manner in which they bad discharged
their appointments to vacant congregations.

Mr. Thorn gave in a written statement pur-
porting that he had dispensed the communion
at Leith and Johnston on the third-Sabbath of
October. There were fifty-five communicants,

{ fourteen of whom communicated for the firat

to
|

i

time. Tbe report was reccived, and approved
f.

Mr. Campbell reported that he had preached
at Kincardine on the second Sabbath of Sep-
tember to a congregation of about ninety, in
the forenoon, and a bundred and thirty in the
afterncon. He bad visited the Sabbath school,
the scholars of which are children of parents
belonging to the church. He was strack with
the spirit of this congregation as hopeful and
patient. He had also fulfilled his appointment
as a delegate to the congregation of Guelph,

. on the fast day previous to the dispensation of

|
g
f
|

the Lord's supper, in September.
Tke reports of Messrs Cameron and Huster,

. Catechists, were read, ardafforded much satis-

faction to the Presbyters. The Presbytery
were bighly gratified with the self-sustsining
efforts made at Leith and Johnston.

Delegstes were appointed to visit Woolich
on behalf of the Home Mission of the Pres-
bytery.

The following appointments were then

Finch, | made :(—Mr. Hogg, to supply Paisley; Mr.

Campbell, Kincardine ; and Mr. Whyte, Leith
and Johnstore, on the first sabbath of Febroary :
My, Hay, Leith and Johnstone on the first
sabbath of March; Mr. Thorn, Pricoville, and

| Allsn Park, on the third sabbath of Janunary;

|
|

l

!

Mr Macdonnel} on the third sabbath of February
and Mz. Whyte on the third sabbath of March

Thbe clerk was instructed to correspond with
the Student’s Missionary Association of Queen's
College, with the view of having the service
of two Catechists fer the Presbytery daring the
ensning smmmer; also to write to the Golonial
Committee of the Church of Scotland, express-
ing the hope that the committee will not over-
look the wants of this Presbytery, in connexion
with the appointmeat of 8 missionary to labor
within its bounds.

Collections were reported as tsken up by
the congregitions of Galt, Woolich, Guelph.
Fergus, Arthur and Mount Forest. in aid of the
“Contingent Fund™ of the Church.

The Presbytery took up the consideration of
the * Interim Act” anent “the collection of
contributions for building churches.” It was
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moved, seconded and agreed to, that in thy
opinion of this Presbytery, the church should
return to the Act of Synod of 6th July, 1850.

The Presbytery adjourned, to meet at Fer-
gus, on the second Wednesday of April, at 11
o'clock, and the meeting was closed with
prayer.

ST ANDREW'S CHURCH, FERGUS.

This new church was opened on Sabbath
the 28th anlt. The Rev. George Macdonnell,
—the minister of the church,—condacted the
dedicatory services in the morning; the Rerv.
George Smellie, of Melville church, officiated

in the afternvon ; #nd the Rev. Jokn Hogg, of .

Guelph, in the evening. At each occasion the

beantiful church was well filled by & large and ,

attentive cong-egativn, who contributed lib-

erally towards liquidating the remainiag debt i

on the building. The audience in the evening,
especially, was overflowing. It is matter of
much satisfaction to the people of Fergus and
the neighborkood, that such a bandsome edi-
fice has been erected for the worship of God,
and speaks well for the prosperity of the con-
gregation. It is most earnestly hoped that in-
terpal Christian progress, as well as outward
improvement, will be realized.

PARENHAM—PRESENTATION.

On New Year's Day, the ladies of the above
congregation presented their Pastor with u pul-
pit gown. His reply was as follows:—

About twenty years ago I received a gift
similar to that which you have now preseated.
It was given by members of our church resid-
ing in the townships of Fitzroy and Tarbolton.
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Some of these have been removed by death;
others,are living, and it affords me pleasure to
think that I can still numbér them amongst my
friends. A considerabie time however, has
elapsed since they ceased to be under my pas-
toral charge ; 1, therefore, may never gec them
- agaic until we meet before the tribunal of God.

it will then only be properly known what were
. the results of our spiritaal relationship. I, how-
ever, cherish the hope that their kindness to
me was the effect of sincere love to Him at
whose altar I serve.

These changes solemnly remind us of the im-
portance of improving present privileges. Be-
. fore 2 like period will be added to the past et-
ernity, our relative positions will be greatly
" altered. Though the lives of all that have
kindly contributed to this testimonial should be
extended to the length allotted to man, which
is by no means probable, those now in their
prime will be in the sere time of life, and those
presently in declining years will have gone the
way whence no traveller returns. These con-
siderntions, then, should incite us all to
increased zeal in reference to the things
of ewernity. Each succecding year. indeed,
is marked by these powerful vicizsitudes
caused by sin, which give warning of the fear-
ful dapger of neglecting the one thing needful.
And from what has been, it may be fairly cal-
culated that the year on which we have this
day entersd will form no exception. I bey to
assure all my friends that I highly value this
New Year's gift. [, however, chiefly do so,
in the hope that my labours in the Christian
vineyard bave been accompanied with the Di-
vige blessing, and that personal regard to me
is the consequence of devoted affection to the
adorable Saviour.

@ ommunications.

a——

THE REV. JAMES MAIR, AND THE MAN-
AGERS OF_THE TEMPORALITIES FUND.

To the Editors of the Presbyterian.

GsutiEwsy,—In & letter signed by the Rev.
James Mair, which first appeared in the
* Globe,” and afterwards was publizhed in the
* Presbyterian,” very serious charges are made
against the Managers of the Temporalities

Fund. These managers are five ministers, viz.,

Dz. Mathieson, Dr. Cook, Dr. Barclay, Mr.

Snodgrass, Dr. Trqubart, and seven laymen, |

viz., John Young, of Hamilton, John Green-
shields, of Montr 1il, Alex. Moiis, M. P. P., for
South Lanark, John Cameron, ¢f Toronto,

'

1st. That they are acting in opposition to
* the laws laid down by the Synod.
20d. That the Fund has been so grossly
mismanaged, that it is next to a miracle that it
exists.
3rd. That the maunagers have never given
an account to those who trusted them; and
4th. That they are “outrageously confideat
, in their power to cast dast in the eyes of their
sharcholders,” leading to the inference that
. they practise deception.
. These are very grave charges tn prefer
- agsinst & body of men, who oceupy respect-
1 able nositions throoghout the Province, snd
have hitherto enjoyed the confidence of the

Hugh Allag, of Montreal, John Thompson, of ' highest court of our Church.

Quebec, and Thomas Patou, of the Bank of Brit- .

ish North America, which last named gentle-

man is the Chairman of the Board, and also

the Convener of the Execative Committee.
The following are the principal charges

made against these gentlemen by Mr. Mair:—

Mr. Mair does not directly charge the Man-
agers with | culation, probably from pruden-
tial motives, but he uses that word in his let-
, tor in such & way as to make it very offecsive.
; No honourable man wonld wisk to see such a
word applied to bis conduct, nor should any
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bonest man apply such terms to another, un-
lesz he knows that they are deserved.

But Mr. Mair, it may be noted, although he
brings forward these serious and damaging
charges, does not give ary proof whatever in
support of them. He simply makes asgertions.

In answer to the first charge, it will general-
1y be congidered a sufficient reply to atate that
the Managers made a full report to the Synod
last year, as they have done overy year, and
that the Synod adopted and approved of their
report, thanked them for their services, and re-
eiected Dr. Cook, Dr. Mathieson, Alex. Morr:s,
and Jobu Greenshields. Mr. Mair cannot be
ignorant of this ; because he was present at the
Synod of 1ast year, and moreover these facts are
published in the Minutes, pages 18 and 21, and
thess Minutes bave been sent to svery minister
and aession within the bounds of the Synod. Mr.
Mair admits all this in his letter, bat seys
that the Synod was “ Constitutionally at fault.”
However that may be, and whatever Mr. Mair
may state, these facts show that the Synod did
not consider that the Managers were acting
contrary to their laws, but exactly the reverse,
and the authority of the Synod will probably
£o as far as the simple assertion of Mr. Mair.

In reply to the second charge, it can ecasily
be seen from the account submitted to the Sy-
nod at its last meeting, page 41 of the minutes
appendix 4, what the management of the fund
is. The account shews the reveamue and the
expenditure ; and it appears that nearlyall that
the managers bave done is to draw the revenne
sud distribute it among the ministers, paying be-
sides some small disbursements. This account
furthershows that nearlyall the money is invest-
edin the stock of three chartered banks, viz., the
Bank of Montresl, the City Bank, and the Com-
mercial Bank, a small portion being inve: wed
in Harbour Bonds, and in Decbentures of the
City of Montreal, and a smaller portion stil:
in mortgages. The average rate of interest is
six and one bhalf per cent. Now few people
will say that there is apy sign of mismanage-
Taent here.  The securities are good, the best in
fact in the Province. The rate of interest
might beincreased, but certsialy not at present
when money is so sbundant; besides high
. tates of interest generaily mean bad secorities,
or sccurities on which the interest is not re-
gularly paid; =aud it may well be doubted
whether it would be desirabie to sell out such
good investments, in order to seek others.
Ia poiot of fact, nearly the whele sum which
wag received from the goveroment for Commu-
tation moncy, remains, s it was invested by
the Synod’s own Commissioners, long before the
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present board came into existence at all. The
present Board is not responsible for these invest-
ments, bs they good or bad. They are how-
ever undoubtaedly good. Nevertheless Mr. Mair
says, ' it is next to a miracle that the Fund
exists. " )

In answer to the third charge, thc managars
have always rendered an uaccount year by
year to the Synod ; and any one doubting the
fact can turn up the record of the proceedings
of the Synod and sce for himself. It may be
added that the Synod has always declared it-
self satisfied with the account.

In reply to the fourth charge, most people
will consider it quite sufficicnt to know that
the Synod, properly and prudently, does not
leave the financial affairs of the Church en-
tirely in the hand of the Maunagers, but basap-
pointed two Auditors to examine their ac-
counts from year to year, and to rcport thereon
to the Synod. Theauditorsare James Mitch-
ell and Robert Muir, toth of Montreal, Mer-
chants. These gentlemen are well known
throughout the province. To ‘ Cast dust in
their eyes, ¥ in Mr. Mair's acceptation of these
words, would not be so easy a proceeding a3 he
supposes. 1 doubt if even Mr. Mair with all
his cloquence and talent could succeed in such
an attempt. These auditors have cxamized
the accounts of the managers from year to year,
and bave sent in certifcates to the Synod
testifying to their correctness. Under these cir-
cumstances it would appear svarcely possible
for the managers to deceive the Synod, even if
so disposed. So much in reply to Mr. Mair's
charges.

When one considers that mapy of the man-
agers against whom Mr. Mair brings these sori-
ous nccusations are his own brethren in the
ministry,—men certainly entitled to respectful
consideration at his hands, surprisc may weil
be felt at the course pursued by him. Instead
of standing up in his own place in Syrnod,
where he would always find mary of these
gentlemen present, face to fac., to answer
bim—instesd of adopting this manly and
straightforward way of asking for information
or msking complaint—he rushes into print in
the Globe newspaper. It is not to be supposed
the Rev. gentleman was courting notoriety in
taking this step, but he certainly has obtained
it. He is, I understand, 8 young man; his ex-
perience in Canada, and bis connection with
the church here, have been very “rief; while he
certainly has not improved the opportunities
which he has had of acquiring correct. infor-
mation. He has evidently much to iearn befor2
he can come forward to teach the managers of
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the Temporalities Fund how to discharge their
duty.

Pity it is when men, who shouid be striviug
to build up the Church of which they are min-
isters, devote their (alent and energy to cast
reflections on its mangement, and throw sus-
picion on its best frierds. Many are surpris-

ed that such a letter should have been insert- |

ed in the organ of our church, on account of
the npotoriously incorrect statements which it
contains ; while many more are astonished that
the editors, solely out of consideration for Mr.
Mair himself, did not refuse to give it further
publicity.

As to the gentlemen against whom such
charges are brought, although they may well
feel annoyed at such an attack, coming from
one of the very men in whose interest and for
whose benefit they are working,~let them rest
agsured that there are few ministers or laymen
in the church who have any sympathy with Mr,
Mair ip the course which he is following, and
there are fewver still who will be found of his
way of thinking.

I have the bonour to be, gentlewaen,

Your most obedient servant,
A MEMBER OF SYNOD.

To the Editor of the Presbyterian.

Dear Sir,—In the last issue of your paper
there appears an article in reply to & letter ad-
dressed by me to Dr. Cook. If this article is
{rom your pen, which I very much doubt, you
muost bave read my letter very carelessly : if it
is from the penof another, which I aminclined
to believe, I can easily divine his resson for
ignoring an important part of my letter. In
either case I have a right to claim the liberiy
of putting myself toright with the public, in
the same paper in which my words have been
perverted; and carrying out the principle of
audi alicram partem acted upon by you, I heve
no doubt but that you will give place to this
in your first number.

In your article there appears the following
sentences : ** He says he was settled in Martin-
‘ town, and ‘when settled was given to un-
‘¢ derstand that £30 2 year wes to be punctually
-‘paid to bim from the Temporalities Fund;
‘“and therefore he holds the Synod legally ia-
‘‘debted to him, year by yezr, for that amount,’
‘“and announces that he will claim that right
‘ before the Synod or any other court. A vir-
‘ tuous resolve truly.” In my letter the sen-
‘¢ tence quoted reads as follows :—¢ When set-
“tled I was given to understand that £50 a
' year was to be punctuslly paid to me by the
“ Temporalities Fund. * ° « [ therefore
‘“ hold the Synod legally indebted to me year
‘' by year, for that amount, subject to the con-
“ ditions mentioned below.” " If this latter part
of the sentence was intentionally kept back,
the proceeding was, to say the least, unfair
and unworthy of the writer of the article : if
it was overlooked, I can only wonder that any
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one could have attempteld to answer mine,
without having observed more carefully what
I said. In my letter are mentioned tv.o con-
ditious ; the most importantisexpressed in these
words :—* But I distinctly assert that so long
‘ ag the remainder of the fund continues to be
‘tdivided among the fortunste fwenty-one, I
“have a right to my share , and if moral prin-
“ ciple or the voice of the Synod do not give
it to me, perbaps civil law may do me justice.
“If you would act according to the deliveran-
“ces of our highest court, the Synod, the
‘ thought of appesal, &c¢.” My ground for ap-
peal is thus rested on the fact that the board in
continuing the division do directly transgress
the deliverance of the Synod Jn 1856.

1 was surprised whenI read in Dr. Cook’s let-
ter to Mr. McGillivray that Mr. Morris was one
of the board of managers, because I cuuld bard-
ly conceive of & lawyer interpreting the words
of the deliverance of Synod in 1855 in the way
the board have done. In the third article of
that deliverance which I need not quote again,
as it will be found in my letter to Dr. Cook,
the principle upon which action is taken is evi-
dently that ofan equal division to the ministers
therein mentioned, with the distinct proviso
that the civision to these ministers shall not be
continued after the allowance to each minister
bas fallen to £50. .And on this I appeal to the
clergymen who commuted whether they did
not intend that all their successors should
benefit equally by their munificence. In
the action of the board they have gone
dircctly against both the principle and
the prorviso. They proposed to give
£50 to twenty-one ministers and nothing to
twenty-cight—an uanequal division truly, and
against the principle; while by thus giving to
twenty-one ministers, they continue the divis-
jon directly against the proviso. Now my
mention of appeal rested upon this that the
board having neglected the proviso, I think it
possible to compel them to adhere to the prin-
ciple. Enough on this: T trust the public will
see that it is not so much like * ¢x nihilo nihil
fit,” as the writer of the article in question
would seem to imply.

If, as the writer of the article referred to
seems to say, the members of the board of
management bave dictatorial power, my writing
may be in vain. Butif they are, asin 2 sense
they ought to be, the servants of the Synod, it
is, I think, but reasonable that they should bold
themselves bound by the laws of the Synod.
Whether they are at liberty to turn the moneys
from the purposes for which they were devoted
by the commating ministers is a question which
more becomes those ministers to handle, and
which I bope to see takea up at an eatly dste.

A great part of your article is taken up ic
explaining theorigin of this Fund. To this I need
pot refer, as every ane isacqaeinted withit : for
the scenes and public exposures were then so
notorious, that only a Rip Van ™ inkle could
have remained in ignorance.

It would have satisfied myself and the pubdlic
more if you bad said something more about the
rate of interest. The sentence, * We sbail not
t enter into the question of interest except to
¢ observe that Mr. Mair has altogether under-~
“ rated the rate obtained by the board,” looks
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very suspicious. Pray, what is the rate of in-
terest obtained ?

In the letter of Dr. Cook to Mr. McGillivray
there is throughout an implication that I was
prime motar in theresolutions passed at themeet.
ing of my congregation. This I distinctly
deny. It wasin my congregation I first heard
complaints against the management of this
seheme, and said complaints led me to turs my
atteation to it. The mover of the first rezolu-
tion espressing dissatisfaction with the man-
agement, was present at most of those meetings
of Synod where the subject of the Fund under-
went such exciting discussions; and meeting
afier meeting he came home more and more
satisficd that there was something wrong. The
same dissatisfaction has been expressed to me
again and again on every hand in private, but
it is possible few will come forth thus, a3 I
have felt it my duty to do. In the board
there sceiss to oxist a notion partaking of po-
pish error, that people can be blindly led. Even
Dr. Cook seems to gloat over and defend him-
self on the fact that *the congregation can
“gearcely be conceived to be much acquainted
“ with the management of the scheme.” Tis
just this want of acquaintance Icomplsin of
“Every one that doeth evil hateth the light
‘“ pejither cometh to the light, lest his deeds
“gshould be reproved. Butbe that doeth truth
*cometh to the light, that his deeds may be
“made manifest.” The days have gone by

when cur congregations will run at the beck
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of the clergyman without knowing the why
or the wherefore. And this fund, which is of
such vital importance to the Church, must
goon become nauseous to our people except
they are made better acquainted with its work-
ings.

And now, in coanclusion, permit me, sir, to
say that I think I bave proved sufficiently that
my statements were not erroneous : that they
were not “rashly hazarded,” I am prepared to
prove when the proper time comes. Then
I shall show to the public that one at least of
the reasons given by the board for the present
deficiency in the funds is without foungdation,
which also looks very suspicious ; and that the
funds at present lie at a verr unremunerative
rate of interest, or part of ,the moneys must
have been lost. Ifthatisnot mismanagement,
what is? In the meantime, all I ask is that
my brethren in the Church shall make them-
selves acquainted so far as they can with the
siate of thig fund, so that they may be prepar-
ed either to corroborate my statements or
to prove them erroneous. For, for once, I shall
be delighted if I fipd that I am in error, and
that the scheme is flourishing under lavdablé
management. If these letters have the effect
of calling forth proof thus in favour of the
scheme and its management they will accom-
plish all that I wish for. I am, &c.,

JAMES MAIR, M.A.
The Manse, Martintown, C. W,
8th January, 1563.

@he Headers of fhe Beformation.

ART. .
The Episcopal bedy iz England and the ' imposition of hands to the clergy of the

Colonies is constantly boasting of the un-
broken succession of its ministers. That

present day. It is truc that by the first
ook of Discipline, the ceremony of laying

!
!
only can be a true ministry, it is maintain- | on of hands was treated as unnecessary.
ed, which can be traced to the Apostles in l But, while it is believed that it was always

withont ordination which can be traced to
Apostolic sources, venture to minister in 1
word and sacrament, are not clergymen at

an unbrokenline of bands; and those who, ‘
1

used in the Church of Scotland, it is cer-
tain that in a very few years this passage
in the first Book of Discipline was dis-
tinctly repealed; and probably there is

all, but merely presumptuous and schisms- | not a Presbyterian minister living who
tic laymen. But cven from this puint of | could not trace his orders to a “succeed-
view our Presbyterian Church has in real ! ing™ Presbyter of the Scoto-Roman
truth the best of the argument.  The Scot- i Church. It is not, moreover, only from
tish Reformation was mainly the work of | this source that our Ministers bave out-
persons whom even a Puscyite parson of | wardly as well as spiritually the much-
our day—thick-headed though he might ! vaunted Apostolic commission. The many
be—would admit to hsve received Apos- | attempts to force prelacy on our Chureh,
tolic orders. That these men were not Bi- ! finally overcome in 18SS, led to the Epis-
shops, in the modern scnse of the word, is | copal ordination of many who after the
indeed 2 fact. DBut although not prelates | revolution turned with disgust from prelatic
they were true bishops in the spiritual | invovation to the truly ancient Church of
scose~-legitimate successors of the Apastles | their country.  Alaxnnder Henderson was
in the teaching, and government of the | 3 priest of the Episcopai Church bafore
Church. Presbytersin the Romish Church. ¢ he was led to choose 2 more excellent
they conveyed their office to others, and * way. A few years befora the revolution,
their orders have been duly transmitted by sixty  Episcopal ministers, refused to
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take an oath required of them, and in spite
of persecution
true Church of Scotland. After the revo-
lution two hundred Episcopal clergymen
‘conformed to the Presbyterian Church.
These clergymen scattered throughout the
Church took part in the ordination of new
ministers ; and as the Scottish Episcopal
orders were derived from the Church of
England, it has thus come about that every
Presbyterian minister can trace his sucucs-
sor from the Apostles as well through Eng-
lish as through Romish Presbyters.
Independently, however, of any question
of orders or commission, it is interesting to
teflect that it was through His ministers
that God worked in the restoration of His
Churck. Very early in the Christian era,
a pure Church had been established in
Scotland. Under the teaching of its min-
isters the dark rites of beathenism fell be-
fore the light of the Gospel. But super-
stition and Romish ambition soon entered
in ; and at the Reformation our National
Church was as corrupt as any of the West-
ern Churches. It was then that faithful
mipisters—pious priests in a corrupt and
degenerate age—arose to witness that picty
and Christian zeal had not altogether dis-
appeared. Although Romish priests cor-
rupted our Church, it was through Re-
mish prieste that it was restored as a
Church of Gospel truth and Apostolic or-
der. Among these pricsts scarce one is
cntitled to more respect than John Craig,
the author of the first confession of faith.
He was born about the year 1512, and
his father was killed at the battle of Flod-
den, when he was but a year old. He
however received a good education; and,
after having been appointed tutor to an
English family of distinction, returned to

ecame ministers of the

3%

logna. It was in the college library that
he chanced to read Calvin’s Institutes. He
soon after avowed Protestant principles,
was sent to Rome, tried and condemned to
be burnt, and was saved only by an acci-
dent. The Pope, Paul IV, having died
the day before his intended execution, the
people rose in rebellion, and set all the
Eﬁsoners in the city at liberty. Craig left

ome and proceceded to Bologna. On his
way he was met by robbers. Much to his
astonishment, however, one of the party
asking him if he remembered giving alms
on one occasion {o & poor maimed soldier,
not only shielded him from insult; but
gave him a considerable sum of money.
When he reached Bologna he had good
reason to fear being denounced to the in-
quisition and escaped to Vienna, where he
became a favourite at the Court of Maximi-
lian IL His fame, extending to Rome,
the new Pope demanded that he be sent
back as a condemmed heretic. But the
Emperor adopted 2 humave course, and
gave him a safe conduct out of Germany.
Oo returning to his native iand, he was for
some time obliged to preach in Latin, hev-
ving partially forgotten his mother tongue.
But the English language soon came back
to him, and he was appointed a colleague
to Knox in Edinburgh. He took an ac-
tive part in the work of the Church, was
a fearless advocate of its libertiss, and an
eloquent expounder of the truth on which
it is built. Ashas beensaid, he was the an-
thor of the National Covenantof 1580, an
instrument which will lend to his namse un-
dying lustre. Worn out with the infirmi-
tics of age, he died on the 4th December,
1600, in the eighty-ninth year of his age.
It is to be regretted that full accounts of
his life and labours have not been trans-

Scotland, and took orders as & Dominican | mitted to posterity. But we knew enough
frisr. Travelling in France he won the | of Joln Sraig to reverence him as 2 man
esteem of many leading Dominicsns, and ; of God, of exemplary piety, profound sbi-
on proceeding to Italy be was appointed | lity, and dauntless conrage. J. W. C.
rector of the Dominican College at Bo-!  St. Andrew’s Manse, Quebec.

Rchiels of fhe Iemoir of 1he Fife of the Beb. Bopert Story
of Hosemeat.

Tbe Ghurch History of reoent years, like all ; closely connected with, and took a large share
otber Modern History,—can as yet be stadied | in the events of their time. Socha biography,
only a5 it is gleaned from the cuswent litera- | calculated to throw a clear and distinct light
tareof the day;—one of the most ferlile of such ; upon interesting eveats in the Church's Histo-
sources being the biographiesof those menwho | T, hitherto oaly known through the cver-
fom the circumstances of their lives were shiftingand often distorting lightof treditiona!
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report and popular impressions, possesses as
ixtereat ernd valee edditions? to, 2rd apart from
its intrineic merits a8 the rzcord of =a indivi-
dzel life.

A biogrepby of this charscier i3 the < M-
;o’r of the Lifz of tke Rev. Tlobert Stors,”
writtea by bis son. The life of an iateresting
man, writien with =bility xnd intelligence, it
pospesses docble interest from the graphic ac-
coz2t which it presents of some of e most re-
mackable events in the recent Hiswory of the
Chgreh of Scotiand, 524 fro= the close connes-
102 of ity sobject with sce rerszrhadle men,
who kave prodoced 2d 2re still prodcdag e
Seep a4 adiding Impressicn in their e, Io
M¥srch, 1799, when troudlozs és7s were dewa-
g for the continestof Enrope, 2ad the pugh-
boring mation was alneady tollesing oa the
vergeof the dleck gzif of revolation sod aner-
cbir, 32 the qzies, primitive tiilzgze of Yetholm,
Rodest Story wasdoca. Little eveatial is noted
of ks exrly
occrTing i Bis Sftcenth rear, seemed 1o afect
Exn In 2o ocdizery degree, 2ad 1o leate it i
sz loag oo Bis chamzeter,—ibe deash of 2 bro-
ther, bis sexnics by 12 peass, o whom be was
posnd bF ks of the o5t devoled sSection. A2
the 3ge of Sllees be kedt bis hocoe for Edindargd
Txiversdly to cornpany with 2 roath xho brerze
ozt of bis clogest friemds—Tohomas Pringle,
aferwands ko0Fn 23 23 A= celdenisy, aad
azthor of sooe of the most toschizg potss
wiich Sootiand ket povdsond. For Sz oses-
g5 de remained =t Codlege, datizg wikch
Period he devddoped mned In mind, and wos
coiderzdie acndemic Sisticclion. He =lso
ok o writizg potlrr with exthosiaes and
iadzlged, ke masy 2o0tlber yozih of talemtand
=3gication, i T2 dreams of poetic esizence.
3g cNocis bowenes see to 3ave bren S&o the

=l prst Szgentasy, and bis ax=bitices pro-
Jocis 6 sesemin Tagoe 208 =afeiSled. I 18i1
he loft Edmndargdh, asd ioczme i3ie i a -
=307 @ Nosarsiing wikse ¢ mpesl the oext
yoas and 2 Mailin outward comfect xad toma-
Gy, vt Ml of the miezzald strmggie aod
ooafiRt Tk, I senlTe 3ad Imogimative
=atTTex, often oaxsds the pamsage froon yooth
W =aadood. i lelicss o A3 iwer charen
friends, Jelless dong 22d £211, 25 was t3e fabios
of 1322 ime, seem W0 bave shoendsd I eages
wratisSed Isagings exzgoerated selfsepeacy,
17d 3 300t of mmesded meirscholy.  The gt
< Divize trath did 0% soe 0 Bave Fel pene
wred ko wmind safScentdy 0 dipese e
pectres il kacnied il Hajppder o dow-
ever camme. Afler 2 wmpeeny soeTIa 3t
o, asd Bzcieztions of Sevie telweed 2 poc-

Fears, sateode bereavesnent, which, |
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fessorship—a curecy—aznd bis former vision of
posticel fame, be became tater first in & pri-
vaie geatleman's family, 2nd then in thagof
Lord D=zlbonsie, where be remained till he bad
completed bis tbeological exeminations snd
teceame = licentizte of the Charch of Scotland.
The somewkat bamerozs tone in which be par-
rates 1o A friend his passege throagh the ordexl
of o firs! sgxom, presents & strikiog contrast to
e deep earnestness of his aiter Ife.

Bis lot in life ¥as coon ca2st, and as far ae
th2 loveliness of sarrouzding nature could
mske it = be>py oze—the Nines 211 0 i “in
pleasest places.” A £r3t egelatant socn min-
i5ier of the parisd of Rosenesth, Iyving trangzil
#3d secluded amid some of the most beaxtifcl
scenesy of Scotland, be wxs destized there to
pass the rest of a loxg, —sefzl and bappy Ue-
Xot thas s ad not difSenlties to meet, and
iuternal coxficts stiil to pass through. TDe
colg ¢ azoderatita” which for so many jears
iay iSe a blight oa the Chdstexily of ocr
Scotish Charch, that redsoed tdhe religioss
toar of iz jathdh like many otders o2 7Ty
fow ¢dbd, 22d toleraled mxoy practices which
o5t Mo Stesr much, et 12 the exd sscoeir-
£2l I=bozr 1o oot them out.  Now was be free
fron pessoazl templations. Tic vesy bessty
of the exiernal soraesy atocnd him, the strozg
socix! tendezcr of Bir zatcre, 2nd ¢ exjoy-
soeat acoessibic to hEm ia the secietT of genial
aad cslimated nainney, beoxhe a saxne wikich
wes xiready Browiny 2 deadening tnlcence
oer B35 spénit, when the &Ikl wamisg ol
£3exd zvocsed &I to see Ay danges, xad, oo
bEoed wth oty wisroces, speedily follow-
mg—pcodaced a ezl asd mesl IDpoTial
cisls of bis spanitaal Listasy.  The danges
islo wi5ch e k=d w0 I7 &iles, i seconded
bz &35 Blograpder in the fKllowing nluresticg
2ad Infirselive pas=gissd, waich may ap-
pezl to he inlesmal consconiness of masy—
“Be k=d pemed mocxlly Taseaided, thosgh
oftea sittickea and Wwwed doxwa with iDlel-
leerzal Eezltiey 23 spinitzal Carimesy,
esgh the dangerons aqe i which youth iz
free frocm Wre sestsrint of astdaciiy, 2ad i3 202
yes fatesied with the Eatics and responsidiiities
of 23 ofSoe or a professien. He had—xfler
=x53 Soadlis zad  debstingr—eatened the
Chz=reh of his &tdesy, and foaad withia Der
xle 2 congeannl aad suiadle spbese of tadocr.
He kad bezt Soxvell "o 132t ladozr beastily;
bat when e £31 keezoesy of intesest xxd
5oct wxs over, be 2ad fornd 23y Ay hexit was
$ET eapnrSed, 1l & ¥ bmapry besit,t iorg-
g Sor o¥d cocmpaniezidips wiich be cocid oot
Tegain, 2ad t3es seekisg & new love wiich way
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dexied to him. Aad 50 emerged before bhim
the grest peril of his life, the pozsibility of his
“fajliag back from energy and earnestoess, and
lofly aspiration “towsrds “the high regions
“where the pare forms dwell,” into mere formal
obsesvence of & roatine of duty, and good na-
tored acgaiescence in the usages, compliznce
with the standerds of a society invested with
00 deep religions carnssiness, nor possessed of
shining rmorel or intellectaal charsctesistics.
Led by kis own charscler =ad coastitation to
seek the sobstence and the gledoess of his life
witkoat, rather thxa within, cow, whea bafed
In bis search for kappioess, acd tomizg list-
lessly trox his solitary toil, which was to hin
such, teczse 25 yel be kasdly realizad the pro-
onise, ‘Lo I ax= with oo alwars, ' —he met bis
sthilest lemplation to stbside, 0 be coatens
o take the scicel since the ideal seemed =:-
dzoos 203 remote.  The busks were close at |
bhaad ; 5002 be would kase cessed 1o seek of the
bread at theFalbers table. fle wa2s oo the edge
of tb winter of the soal ; seoa be might kase
beea zombed ioto the falal sleep. Baot the wise
xad gextle voioe spoke tnely,~¥The visitlc wall
of ali matesial things was rent—1tbe best cier-
=2l void looked iz "—thereafler the simia we
bear is of 2 Bigher mood. Arong the infeencey
which combized 1o izfase s Geeprs camaesiness
into his ckaracler were, his atteadance 28 the

demth bed of 2 bumble bet 3cvoledly plocs ;
parusloses, Jeba Chalmers,—and of a vosag i
g5}, remaskeble for the realiziag sease of di- i
wize =il and the lofty spitiizal jor wiich

iighied bes passage hrosgh the & dzthvalier.” t
A2 atexck of severe dilness ixid Bim 2s3ée fora
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wickedness, a3 set forth in a crucified Savionr,
who ¢ tasted dexth for every man,"—the fact
that in and through bim existed a free and
fall pardon for every sinner who shonld come
to Him, torning away from his iniquities, and
the principle of firding the ground of assur-
ance through a simple appropriction of that fect,
instexd of in the self-tortaring introspection

ugh which Christisns kad been tacpht to
look Yor it—were seen by themselves and urged
apon their hearers as the trea mezrs of awske-
picg snd “bauilding them up throogh faith,
anto salvation.” The resalt of their labozss
wes 3 vory €ecp =ad gennine resivel, uasc-
companied by aay vebement manifestations;
bat prodccing real azd percoacent efeets, aad
infaenciny even pussing sirangers, meay of
whota Galed 1o a temporasy sojourn on the
shores of e Gare-Loedh 2 Tery great guickea-
iag of spiritzal life. Bzt tde exemy of sonls

. oonld not safer the work to go o= loag tnin-

terapied.  The disiite of tie cold mederciion
which rested in rites and oatward cbsarraece,
stigmmatising =5 ¥ianalicism™ any sysiem which
presented wmose exacting cleimg, confiaed with
tie misgaided zeal of 2 dogmatic #orthodors ™
which denosnced as “deresy,” 2l that did =of
sqzase with its oD marTew iaterprotation of
ceclesizstical formslas, 226 doctsinzl systems,
combinad ia oppasiag this pare and camnest
teacking as Bereticnl azd wnscripteral. Mr
Campdell kzd axnforicmatels beea wagaended
ia bis cxpressions,—osiag wonds which were
Iizblc to b understood by his hemvess in 2
se=se vers éifferent frow bis measing, and the
TesTit of the distoTiion wad misprrsealation

e ot Bus pastosal wosh, and Ied o a jour- | to wiich Eis views wese scbjecied, was a oo
oer 0 Eogiznd, where the vasied and plocs & secmlion i the coclesiastiond comvis, 2ad atsiel
i=§zezces cader which bt came, teaded great- | defore the Geaers! Assembly. I waiawss the
Iy loexmlarge kis views.  Abool this Ume bee | 2zthesity of Scilptere sppexled o 25 wemast
gi=s bis mote close axd iatimale cornexion | ing eTeiT siatemeatadvanced.  The oppasing

with & Cevoted Fomung fellow ixdores—the |
oizister of 23 adjeizing patiid, sSaoe well !
koows ia the religions wosld —ibe Ret. Joka
McLeod Campdell, to whase chazcles and |
Tiews, pesiaps naw for the Stit tine, has 2oy
taizg ke jastice deea podlicdy doze,—a yoazg, |
desoled, carmest mizister of Chrise, of high
cltzre and clevzied chamaster; of pore 2ad
Slaeleys life,—of deep and fessid pledy, Bigh
spnitally of =iad, aad cxceasing stody d’l
the Scipiztes, whie searching aod awakeniag
appeals isasgTrated = pew esn i the pacish
orer wkich be bad been placed. He and X:o
Socy altdongh hea separated by distance,

prrty was keen and Btter ; 25d Ialeone night,
wheow oalra portion of the z2spemdly was pre-
sanl, B8R extieme sextence of the chareh—that
of Deposition—was haried throsgh. 1o waia
¢id evea the aged father of N7 Campbell—
hizosell 3 =inister—address ks tomchizg xp-
peal 2o the Assemdlyr—concladisg with theat
feciing words —

&1 bow to a7 decisivn o wkich yoo Ay
ik it right 0 eome.  Nodeqalys, I a= ool
afrxd for =F som, theosd Bis deethivea aant
tim oy, e masks whom b sesves wiil =0t
forsake b=, and wille I Zive 1 wili nerer be
asdamedaof deisg the father of o boly and

were led abost the sazae o 1o see some G- | Basseless s soa ™ Immediately afler be bad coa-
vaae t3iks in & cleater 32d stronger Ephtthan | cloded, sextence of deposition was passed, by
-ever before. The lore of God to & wosid ia © 1 vole of 11920 6,—x= event fad for the chured,
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in depriving her of one of the brightest orna-
ments che had ever ccunted ss her own, and
driving away to other communions some near-
I¥ a8 promising, who were coming forwasd
10 her ranks; and sd for the youpg minister,
depressing bis spirit and destroving his hopes
of nsefalness in the church he s0 much loved,
while his reverence for her authority long de-
terred him from resuming his evaagelistic la-
bours,and the stigma of heress crested against
him in the minds of many a prejudice which
time has failed entirely to destroy. Of tke
work he has been permitied to accomplish. Mr.
Story’s bicgrapher thus spesks :

#The theological thought and teaching o
which Mr. Campbell gave tba first open impalse,
and which his deposition did not checkor deaden
has perceptibly modifed the theology of Scoi-
land. The sentence which the Church pro-
aounced upon the tesching, which bad this
tendency, though its first result was to scare
many from her portaj, could not extinguish
the spirituxl necessitits which that teschiog
satished—nor blind men’s eves to the fact thal
the Scriptures ‘zod the confession ‘unfolded 3
much fuller doctrine and freer gospel than the
clergy had been wont to draw? from thers. It
is not too much to s3¥ that whatever of fresher
thougtt =rd more catholic sympethy goes with

us in our search for truth, and obtains ex- -

Pression in our puipits at thisday, oxes no swall

portion of its origia to the vasiously reflected °

infivence of the earnest words whick, in 1332,
incarred the ckarge of besesy.”
Froceedings against Mr. Siory were also

threatened, and for some time be believed be -

wouid soon kave to leave bis patish 2 wanderer
for the truth’s s2ke; vet owing to various cir-
camstances—among otbers a severe iilness
=hich at tkat time attacked him—1the menace
*as Dot ¢asTied into effect, and be wasleftin his
charge in peace.

Iz his guiet vicinily, owever, another re-
matkable movement sooa occurned—very an-
Iike tbe €31, and compiclels disconnecicd
=itk it, yei from contigeity of time and place,

often aszocizzed with it, and throwing discredit |

apoa it throvgh the abstrd and anfounded

ramonts whick conneeted the extraragances of
the ome withtbe v¢sF didherenl infioence and .

spitit of the other. Mary Canpdell, a young gicl
lising in & secloded £ bouse, beactifed,
iateresting, and ecthnsiastic, coaSned (o bed
3 an appereatly hopeless malsdy,—whose

zatanaily excitable temperament bad buen inju-
iozely wosked apon by e intevest excited in ¢

T throogh x memoir writlen by Mr. Story,
of tbe faialdy like 22d rejoicing death of a de-
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parted sister,—she had been led by s mysticat
turp of character to hold very extreme views
regarding spiriteal gifts, whose absence in the
cbhurch proceeded, she considered, simply
from want of faith. Her impressions commu-
picated themselves to others; she was raised
ap suddenly,—~almost miraculonaly it seemed
—from her sick bed, by a command to arise,
contained in o letter from s friend at s distance:
—and herself became a supposed recipient of
the gifl of fongues. How the excitement spread,
| sithough the * atterances™ conld be redaced
to no practical end,—and, whether spoken or
wriiten, could not be made out to be any
known langusge —how more and mere ex-
{ travagant the msnifestitions became, and how
ther afected the ministry and cereer of the
Rev. Edward Irving, ultimately culminating
lin the formation of the “Holy Apostolic
| Church,”—kas beea repeatedly narrated of
late, in cennexion with Mrs Olipbant’s nceat
life of that remarkadle man. As far as Sary
Campbell was concereed, her subssquent csreer
! does not seem to Bave carried out the mission-
' ary ardour which expecied the gift of tongues
! as 2 means of converting the heathen; and Mr.
; Story zeems to hnve been deeply disappointed
! in the bopes ke had formed regarding hes. For
himself he coald not bat stand apast from a
wmovemeat 0a which be looked swith doabt and
i distruat; and it was for & tim¢ a most painfal
stand t0 take, while reproacked by some whom
he loved and revercaced as resisting the
. work of the Spirit.

Those who had looked with natumal wdignea-
tion on the summary deposition of M. Camp-
bell from the Chaurek, wese inclined to consider,
somewt in the light of a retribation, the
agitation which sooa 2fler Deégan to arise re-
specting ¥ patronage” lemminalag ia the o0
" famous Disruplion. 3 15 st least remarkabic
_ that cae of the ministess who was most ofi-

ciozs ia eadeavouring tu promoie the coadem-

astion of Mr. Campbell, was also one of ke
| ™St xcitve 132 promoting the Distaplion—doth
in Scotizud and Carada. Tht cacse and pro-
goess of the agitation are verF distincty nar-
awd oy .. R. . Story, of cousse from the
stand-point of 2 minister of the Established
Charch. The ¥ Revolatiozary Pasty™ ia the
: Chareh seematd from the beginning =ciasled
- by the determination to canwy ail before
! them; xad cvery milder efont made by
¢ the state or the Charch to settlz the dillicxi-
t3e; o7 reform the abases o which the exescis
of piety was tndoabiedly liadle, was defested
" by the obstizacy, the mancour, the overdeasing
" spitit of those who considered themselres the
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coampions of the * Headship of Christ” TUn-
donbtedly there were many among those who
went out, “who made some of the greatest sacri-
fices a minister can make, from a sincere convic-
tion that they were called to doit for con-

science sake ; bat it somewhat detracts from the |

effect of the “snblime mora! spectacle ” of the
secession of 1843, to know how far it was pro-
duced by political agitatior, by gross misrep-

resentation, and by bitter and unchristian de-
nuncistion of the * Residuary” party,—while

it also makes some difference—that of the 451

ministers who seceded—considerably more thea |

one fourth are not parisk but chapd minisiers,

whose interest in msoy cases did not lose but .

gain by the step.  But in whatever light it be
viewed—the day of that memorable dissuption

cannot but dbe 3 most disastrous one for the .

religiouns interests of Scotland,—weakeniag ber
robic Church and placing its forcesin unhappy

confiict and opposition, and extending its dead-

1y influence acros3 the Atlantic to oar Cansda,
where we are even now feeling its injarious ef-
fects, and can only rest in the hope that—3ere
£t lesst——where there neither is, nor cver was,
the slightest ground for s

s¢paration,—
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the love which should bind together brethren
in Christ Jesus may eventoally close and heal
the breach. For Mr. Story, and those who,
like him, conld not take up an extreme position
on either side, the juncture was a most painful
one. They sympathized with some of the grie-
. vances which had been the occasion of the se-
paratior, but strongly disapproved of the
, course of the seceding pearty ;—2znd while the
severance of cld and valued ties, and the re-
proach uwnsparingly cast on them by those
. whom they refused to join—msdz it almost
more pzinful te stay than to go, they felt that
| they were bound by the ordination vow,
which they had solemnly taken, to uphold and
, maiptain “{ke existing doctrine, worship, discip-
line, and gorernment of the Church.®
We bave not space to dwell on the interest-

ing picture of the home and parish life of the

minister of Roseneath. After the distuption he
" ceased to take mauch part in pablic afairs ; as
_ disease of the beart in course of years gra-
, dnally withdrew bim more and more from ac-
. tive ministerial exertion,—till, in November,
1939, bv was gently taken to join the Church
above.

$oints of Eontact belfoeen Egoptian and Jeloish Bistorp.

The objections made against the trust-
worthiness of the historica! books of the
Old Testament, are based upon cither the
utter incredibility of their contents, or upon
the contradictions and discrepancies which
cxist between the statements in different
narratives of the same event.

The fisst class of objectors genemlly
start with & denial of the possibility of m+-

racles; and some of them, therefore, con-

sistently with this their fundamental posi-
tion, summarily dismiss the subject ; while
others exbibit much ingenuity in apalyzing
the history, and separating the nataral from
the mirrculony, the credible from the in-
credible. |

The other class of objectors—witkont
taking such high grourd, and zccounting
the whole history 2 myth, s litttle worthy
of acceptance as the absurdities of Hindoo
or Grecian mythologry,—arrive at well
nigh the ssme conclusion by reason of the
mexplicable anomalies which they find
throughout the history, and the irreconci-
lable contradictions which disfigure every
Fage. Ther magnify the diffcaltics, show-
g less devire to solve them than when
dealing with similar qnestions in secular

history; and thex deduce consequences
, from the discrepancies which they certain-
: I¥ do not warmant. Facts irreconcilable
. with physical 3cience do seom to be stated ;
. contradictions between diffierent historical
books have been pointed out; chronologi-
cal inaccuracies ceriainly exist. Explana-
tions of some of them have moreover been
aiven, which are satisfactory to maay :—
bat cven when the solution cannot be re-
ceived as removing the objection, there is
still sufficient evideace of the entire credi-
. bility of the historical books to retain
the judgment in suspense till further con-
. firmation is produced. A tithe of this evi-
dence it is the purpose of the foliowing
. papers to bring forward. They do not
. pretend to exhanst evea it; but it is hoped
they may prove useful, if only in coabling
any one io rexlize more vividly & few events
| in sacred history, throngh the light which
, secalar histors throws upon them.
. To return to the former class of disbe-
! lievers—those who in rejecting a part feel
compelied to sét dside the whole, are the
most consistent, &2 it is impossible to un-
ravel the miraculous <lement from the nata-
- 7al in Rible histors. From the beginning
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of the Old Testanient to the last chapter of
the New, a supernatural power is ever repre-
sented at work, manifesting itself equally
and without distinction in the production
of events natural and supernatural. So
intertwined are they that we cannot possi-
bly cut out the miraculous facts, as we can
the prodigies from Roman history, and
have the rest perfect and consecutive; forin
most cases the cardinal events upon which
the whole course of the narrative turns
are miraculous in all their details. Were
the supernatural expunged, the residuum
would be almost nothing. Bu* more than
this, the credibility of what remainswould be
seriously impaired. Take for instance the
Gospels,—erase from them everyinstance of
supernatural interference, every event of a
miraculous character: exclude the pro-
phecies, which told before of the coming of
‘Christ, and which compose therefore the
most fitting introduction: to the history of
his incarnation,—the heavenly annuncia-
tion by which his appearance was herald-
ed,—the Yigns which accompanied his birth,
—the miracles he wrought for the relief of
bumanity,—and iu attest1iom «f Lis divine
character and mission, the prophetic words
of warning and advice with which he
armed his followers for the battle in which
they must engage,—the supernatural inci-
dents that attended his death, and all the
subsequent portions of the Gospel history :
exclude all this, and how little will be left,
and with what little reliance can that be
accepted 3 for by the denial of so much of
its contents, must not the historical worth
of the whole narrative be abandoned, and
it be admitted to be either a myth or an
intentional forgery? On the supposition
of its being the former, several fraitless at-
tempts have becn made to apply to it
the same analytic powers with which the
myths of antiquity have been treated, but
in every instance with signal failure. The
Gos%els will not admit of it-: for they bear
all the character of history, not of mytho-
logy. The disbeliever in miracles is shut
up therefore to the latter course, viz., the
total rejection of the Gospels as dishonest
fabrications.

And the same is true of the historical
books of the Old Testament except of some
of the earlier portions of the book of Ge-
nesis, which do not rést on testimony for
their historical credibility. They claim our
assent on the same grounds as all contem-
porary histories. They profess to be writ-
ten by cyewitnessess who were movers in
the transactions they rocord. These
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writers, whoever they were, narrate the mir-
aculous events which trauspired with the
same confidence as the natural, and demand
for them the same assent which is yielded
to the rest. If therefore the miraculous be
called in question, the truth of the remain-
der must fall to the ground; for all the
evidence for the genuineness of the books
is evidence for their contents as a whole,
unless for such portions as may be shown
by textual criticism or otherwise to be cor-
ruptions of the original work,—a method
however by which none bave ever tried to
extract the miracles from the main body
of the history. It is true there may be
evidence for the authenticity of the narra-
tive which does not bear directly on the
miraculous statements, which only corro-
borates the general fidelity of the history ;
yet all evidence for its authenticity becomes
immediately evidence of genuineness ; in
that way fresh proof of its truthfulness ir.
minute circumstances and details is a proof
of its being real contemporary history and
not traditional. Traditions though written
down so long after the facts which they

"pretend to narrate, as to have accumulated

as many absurdities in the form of exag-
gerations and prodigies as havé gathered
round the Roman Catholic legends, may to
some extent be relied upon for broad facts,
while utterly untrustworthy in their minute
details. But when a narrative, which claims
to be history and not tradition, exhibits
in its author a most circumstantial acquain-
tance with even incidental particulars, its
claims may be fairly admitted. And this
isthe case with Bible history. The Old
Testament is confirmed throughout by its
incidental reference to profane history, to
manners and customs, to local peculiarities
of scenery, and by other marks which dis-
tinguish the productions of eyewitnesses
alone. We do not possess the materials for
verifying the Old Testament in this respect
g0 thoroughly as the New, for it carries us
back into ages so remote that it is almost
our only guide, and few monuments re-
main by which to compare it: yet when-
ever & glimmer of light does illumine that
far off region, it falls brightly upon the
sacred page.

The sciences of geology and ethnology
kave not yet been shown to be irrecon-
cilable with the Bible account of the
Genesis of nature and man. These are
however as yet the most backward of all
the branches of knowledge. They have
not acquired the stability of astronomy and
the other exact sciences—perhaps they
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never will : but doubtless in proportion as | Arabs who now people it. The race, which
they evolve truth, and we learn to inter- | erected these glorious structures, the most
pres Scripture aright, lovking to it for | imposing histurical monuments on earth,
neither too much nor too little,—will they | has passed away in accordance with God's
not only be capable of reconciliatiun, but | threatened judgment, but their place has
prove ~onfirmatory onc of another. beei: supplied by the descendants of Abra-

As the earlier part of the book of Gene- | ham through the Ishmaelitic branch ; and

sis bears a different character to the closing | in their mode of life we have as strong a
cbapters of al! the other historical buoks | proof of God's word as is afforded by the
of the Bible—as itis less specific in its nar- | gurgeous structures of bygone ages amid
rative, and genealogical rather than des- , whilh thes live, orthe tombs in which they
criptive,—the evidence with which it must | maketheirbabitation. Egypt presentsthere-
be snstained is different to that fur which | fore a wide field for the search of Biblical
we may confidently lovk so soon as it con- | evidence =—Ancient Egypt in her papyrus
ducts into more historic times and brings , rolls, of as great antiquity as the books of
us nto contact with the great nations of | Moses ; in her monuments and her tradi-
antiyuity. Then we may expect, wherever ; tivnary _history—Modern  Egypt in_the
authentic records of their history exist, to | patriarchal manners of her people.  With
trace at least synchronisins, and at times | the latter we have not to do: but it will
much mure, as in the case of Egypt, witk | be our endeavour to note the many allu-
which the history of the chosen people was | sivlis to the history and manners «f ancient
so closely linked from first to last. In this ; Egypt scattered through the Bible, and,
our expectation will not be entirely dis- | shuwing their conformity to what we know
appointed, if not so fuiiy gratfied as we | from other sources,draw from thence an
might wish. By the wise Providence of | argument the strungest possible for the
Ged, the prramids, the temples and the ; authenticity and genuineness of the his-
tombs of the valley of tue Nile have been | torical books of the old Testament.

preserved ss intact as the manners of the |

Stray Feabes from my Hote Book.

No L. tory is well known. From the Parish of New.
. ton, shortly after leaving the university he was

called to succeed a popular pastor in Edin-
|burgb: physically nnequal to the excessive

Some summers ago, it was the lot of the | mental exertion, his new positio entailed, the
writer to revisit the old country; and in the | health of the oung preacker gave way, aad be
course of bis wanderings to hear seme of the | sought rest and health in a roral parish, whezce
greatest living preachers of the Gospel. His | sfter a time he cmerged 0 the charge of the
note book contains sketches, — recorded Me- ; pew cathedral bailt for him in Glasgow.

A Seruos ey vz Rev. Jogx Caep, D. D.
FROM A HEARER'S NOTES.

moriter, of some of these visits; and it may be,
that eome of the readers of the Presbyterian
Ieay perase with interest, these pen and ink
sketches of those whose names are familiar
28 housebold words. In this belief, we will
Sret bring before our resders the cloguent
preacher, and now the recently elected Profes-
201 of Divinity, of the university of Gle.sgow’
1be author of % Religion in Common Life,” (a
sermon which, thanis to the commsnds of oar
beloved Queen, attxined to the greatest circula-
tion that any modern sermon bas reached,))
tke Rev. John Caird, D. D. This eloquen:

Ppreacher stands forexmost in the front rank of

Dodern church orators. His chareh, Park
charch, Glasgow was erected for bhim, and is
» large and commodiovs building. His his-

The reputation he there atteined 15 now world-
wide.

Going early to the church, on Sunday the
4th of September, 1859, the writer was politely
given a sest in a good position. The charch
rapidly £lled to overflowing, and the bour for
service amrived, when s 1l slight, dark com-

plexioned young looking man, with long black
! bair, entered the pulpit- and commenced the
' simple Scottish service of our chusch. The
exercises of Psslmody and Prayer over, the
Preacher took as his text: Rev. 22nd chsp.
| %th verse, ** Behold I come quickly ; and 2zd
Peter, 3rd chap, 4th verse, “ Where is the
_ promize of bis coming'® and spoke to the
. following purport : .
TWhen the little seeming good that was
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effected by Christ's coming into the world is
considered, even the devout Christian might
be led to exclaim  where is the promise of his
coning!” and that in no scoffing spirit ; bat
in love, and hope, and prayer. Christ came into
the world, and lived, and suffered—and died,
but he left a sure promise to his own, “ Lo I

-come quickly !~ and though the coming might |
seem protracted to our feeble thoughts, it was i

not really so.

For 1st, our appreciation of the lapse
of time is very different from thet of Christ.
You can wunderstand this. Conceive that
it were possible, that an insect the ephemeral
creature of an hour, could messure time. How
different wonld its estimate be from that of
man ?—compare with this the estimates that a
child, a man, an angel would form; all kow
different in their kind and degree. And yet
again, how far different from all these,—how
far beyond them altogether, the estimate formed
by the mind of Christ, who was from the be-
ginning ; and to whom the whole drama of man's
existence wasas a dey when it is passed ; and
who was in the unbeginning eternity withk God
the Father, before the world was. Ah! how
truly could, and did, Christ the Lord say, I
come quickly.”

But, 2ndly, and in sanother point of
view, how quickly does time speed away.
When interested deeply on any subject, time
passes quickly even with us. See the mother
bending over her child’s sick bed, in the crisis of
asore disease. Sce the warrior in the thick of
conflictin the field of battle,—the author in the
excitement of composition,—the criminal at the
bsr of justice, how does time with them
speed away. But if with us, time in these
aspects passes thus quickly, well might Christ,
who was very mae, while very God,
sey, “Lo, I come quickiy.” How absorb-
ing was his interest in his work. He saw
the commencez:ent of his church,—the spread
of erzorin the world,—the advance, notwith-
standing, of the Gospel,~the whole great drama

-of man’s salvation workingon toitsend. And |

oh how quickly does it advance to itg grand cli-
macteric. Blessed truth! The Master will come
again in his glory. Well then might the Chris.
tianagonize in prayer, and cry, ¢ Come, Lord
Jesus, come quickly.”

And thus the Christian might be moved to
pray for the second coming of his Lord.

15t. For his own saxke, the holiest living man

in tke Church could not truly say that he de- -

sired death. There are many kindly sympa-
thies binding us to tbis life, and death is a
dread visitant toall. But yet behind his cold
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pallid face, gleams to the Christian the beaming
visage of the Lord of glory, who hath gotten
the victory over deathand hell. The highest
joy of heaven will be to be with QOhrist. To
be with him is heaven itself. Ah! weil then
might the Christian cry and plead for his com-
ing, that he may be with him.

Buot, 2ndly: For tae sake of his Master, the
Christian ought to pray for his coming. When
here, he was cruelly trested. He had no royal
robes, but those of the scoffer. But then he
will be the king in his glory,—:he 2im and ob-
ject of all his sufferings accomplished—the re-
decined ravsomed—the new heavens and the
pew earth come. Oh come! Lord Jesus!
come quickly.

But, 3dly : For the sake of dyingsouls, Chris-
tians ought to pray ihus,—Oh what vice, and
sin and death, there are in this plague-stricker
world! what forgetfulness of God! Time is
passing and hurrying on to the illimitabite
ocean of eternity, the countiess millions of
humanity. Souls are dying--dying cteraally,—
souls are far from Christ; and oh! what exqui-
site misery to be Christless.

When surveying these-scenes of woe and
mourning, and looking at the reign of sin and
the less of souls, who conld help cryiag oat, in
terrible earnestness, * Gome, Lord Jesus, come
quickly I in thy power and might, that every
knee msay bow, and every tongue join ir the
-endless refrain, which through all eternity shall
engsge the tongues of saints and angels.

“ Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which
was, and is, and is t0 come.” Oh come, then,
Lord Jesus, come quickly!

Such, is a compreased sketeh of a pow-
erful and original discourse,—elaborate, and
yet thoroughly scriptursl, and striking. Surely
some souls, as the preacher in startling earnest-
ness proclaimed the misery, the unutterable
speechless woe, of the Christless soul, without
God in the world, and heid his audience wrapt
in close attention,—could rot help asking the
solemn question, * Am I in Christ,” or “am I
rushing on withont hope in Christ, to an cter-
nity of perdition,—tbe just punishment of re-
bellion against God I To all in the last con-
dition, may the day of the Lord come speedily,
in its swakening and sanctifying power.

The sabject of this sketch neseds not the
writer's humble tribute of praise. An orator
possessed of the genuine powerof touching the
| heartstrings of his sudience, and swaying their
| emotions a* his will, Caird stands in the first
- rank of British preachers. In his new sphere of
usefulness may he be found possessed of the
solid qualities needed for the training of youth,
20d may he teach Christ and him crucified, and

so leave an impress for good, on the fatare
church, and fature generations.  Ax Euesz.
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Gobernment and Fosition of onr Chureh.

The truths of the assertion made by the

writer of these very interesting articles on

% the Catacombs,” which have appeared in the |
Presbyterian, that a form of church govern-

mwent, in its main features Episcopal, was ad-
opted by those who had sat at the feet of the
Apostles, has, as we expected, been called in

guestion by more than one of your correspon- -
If

dents, perhaps we ougkt to say disproved.
then, not Episcopacy, but Presbyterianism, or
Presbyterianism “in its main features” was es-

tablished by the Apostles, or by their immedi-
ate successors in the office of the Christian '

Ministry, we might expect to find this Jorm of
chorch g-<erment well adepted 2o the state of
the churck militant. But if we judge of Pres-
byteriapism a3 it exists among u3, we should
say this is not the case; not that we believe
that the fault is in Presbyterianism, for its or-
ganization, its frame-work, seems excellent,
but in the manner in which it is worked. Take
first of al}, our—

1. Sessions.—While many members of these

discharge, in the most conscientious manner,
the daties of the cldership, and prove them-
selves what clders were designed to be, good
counsellors, and in spiritual things valuable
assisianis to their respective ministers ; it need
not be concealed that there areclders not a fow,
Fet very good men in their way—who content

themselves with taking up the Sabbath collec- :

tion, and giving their bodily service at the dis-
pensation of the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup-
per, a3 if these were the sole or the chief duties
of the eldership. The spiritual condition of a
goodly number of congregations is not, in any
measure, attended to by their Sessions ; in some
discipline is unknown, (the fear of giving of-
fence and losing adherents apparentls deter-
ring from its exercise)while the temporsl affairs
of many churches are all but neglected. Thus
congregations languish, ministers become dis-
besrtened, and religion suffers. Oh, for a
band of spiritually mianded ciders, such as have
blessed the parent church; men who, with the
wminister, wonld take the spirifual oversight of
the flock! As for the temporalities, let the
scriptural office of Dracos be revived among
us, and et men be solemely sct apast to it, as
of old (Acts VI).

# Secing the office of Deacon (we quote from
Pardorar’s collections, Book first, Title VII) is
of Divine Institation, it is an unwarrantable

omission in some congregations, that either
. they put no difference betwixt elders r dea-
cons, or else they neglect to appoint any to the
l office of deacon. I do not think it ressonable
" or very consistent’ for any to be zealous against
, adding to the kinds of office bearers of Christ's
appointment, while they are active in, or con-
nive at th.. diminution of any of them. 1f it be
said, the elder is a deacon, I answer, albeit the
. pastor iucludes the »ffice of a doctor, elder and
! deacon, yet, seeing tuese are of Divine instito-
tion, reverence is in so far due unto it &s to set
up these distinct offices ; as nothing shouid b2
added to the Divine ‘nstitution, upon pretence
of imagined decency or order in the invention,
. so nothing onght to be diminished therefrom,
_ upon pretence that some things in the institu-
tion are needless or superfiuous.” To the dea-
cons let the temporal affairs of congregations
be committed, and let the elders be confined to
their proper functions. This, it appears to us,
" might tend to much good. It would shut up the
elders to the discharge of the peculiar duties
of their office, and while it would do away with
the appointment of temporal committees,boards
of managers, &c., the Temporalities would
likely be better mansged than they now are,
, and the result of all would be, a more healthy
and orderly state of things in congregations
generally.

2. Presbyteries~—Some of these have three
ordinary meetings in the course of the year,
others meet quarterly. These meetings arc
© usuaily beld at some stated place, in common
| parlance, the Presbytery Sest. Many ministers,
' an’ also 3 few elders, we believe, in cach of
! our Presbyteries, give diligent attention to the
| discharge of Presbyterial duty. Other minis-
! ters there are, who act as if they had nothing
; to dojwith it. So far as such are concerned,
? the church is left to govern itself. Occasion-
l glly, it is true, they give their bodily presence

at meetings of Presbytery, but even thea, they
| will, in all likelihood, be found 1o leave the
court befere, it may be, more than half of the
‘ business has been overtaken, to attend to some
' personsl or family matter, that, apparently,
being in their estimation of far more impor-
tance than the right government of the church.
‘ As for some clders, they might as well be dead
men; they are, indeed, Presbyterialiy dead in
1 everyrespect save that their names have s place
, for the time being, on the roll. Take the roll

i
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of any Presbytery you please, and you will find
there the names of not & few representative cl-
ders who have never honored their Presbytery
by their presence, or aided it by their counsel,
for one hour! Some allege wantof time, while
indifference prevents others!

The business that thrusts itself upon Presby-
teries by petition, memorial, &¢., is attended to,
but alas! sometimes very hurriedly, as if the
aim was to do it up as quickly as possible,
rather than to do it well. That which does not
o thrast itself, but which may nevertheless be
of more real importance, i3 generally left un-
tonched. A divided responsibility seems to sit
easily on the shoulders of members of Presby-
teries! Surely more time and consideration
ought tobe devoted by Presbyteries to the busi-
nes3 that comes before them ; more care bes-
towed in the fostering of mission stations, and
more attention given to the devising of means
and of measures for the spread and increase of
the church within their bounds.

On the occasion of the ordination or induc-
tion of aminister, a Presbytery, ora deputation
thereof, (as is well known) usuzlly meets at
the place of settlement, but, sare ct suck a time
that body may never be known to meet in that place
during the incumbency of the minister (be that
ever so long) nnless the same chance to be the
Presbytersy seat. Now, though migration on
the part of 2 Presbytery would perhaps be at-
tended with various inconveniences, we believe
it would be a great improvemecnt, if Presby-
teries would hold their meetings, if not in each
church in turn, yetin each of a certain number
of, say threc or four, Presbyterial districts with-
in their bounds; and if, on these occasions, Di-
vine service, as was the good old custom, con-
ducted by the moderator, or by others previous-
1y appointed, preceded the transaction of busi-
nes. Apart from the refreshment of spirit
which mightbe afforded to ministers by engag-
ing, with their brethren, in the sacred services
of the House of Gnd, and the hallowing infla-
ences which might by this means be thrown
over the basiness of the court, a larger atten-
dspce of the cldership might be secored,
while the influence of Presbyteries being more
widely diffosed, would be more felt, than at pre-
sent it can be. In intimate connection with
this, we would urge upon all Presbyteries the
appointment of deputations of their number, to
hold an anpoal missionary meeting in all our
churcher, at which the claims of various
schemes to the support of the people might be
advocated. Soch meetings could not fail to
strengthen the hands of ministers, to lead
congregatious to give of their snbatance to our
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missions more heartily and liberally than at
present they do; and awaken in our people
generally a lively interest in the deings, and in
the welfare of the Church.
GENRYA.
(To be continued.)

THE FLOWER IN-THE CITY.

1 saw a window dim and tall
Far down a city lane;

Full seldom could the sunbeam fall
Against the dingy pane.

Yet, mindful of things green and sweet,
Some hopeful hand had set

CUpon that dirty window sest
A box of mignonette.

The paint had fallen from the wood
That bound the narrow ledge ;
The sooty sparrow came and stood

And twittered on its edge.

The crumbling earth lay bard and bare
Around the ragged roots;

The little flowers showed dull and rare
Amid the stunted shoots.

But when the sash was upward thrown,
*Mid all the dirt and gloom,

A gentle fragrance all their own
Passed to the inner room.

The weary woman Stayed her task,
The perfume to inbale ;

The pale-faced children stopped to ask
What breath was on the gale.

And none that breathed that sweetened i
But bad ~ gentle thought—

A gleam of something good and fair
Across his spirit brought.

So deeds of love will cheer and bless
A low laborious life;

So words of peace and gentleness
Glide in and soften strife.

So prayers in crowded moments given,
Of tumult, toil, or woe,

Will sweeten with a breath from heaver
Qur weary path delow.

—— -

Popish Dungeons.—When speaking yester-
day on the subject of the cnormities related
with one of our leading litléralcurs, a man o
grave and andemonstrative character, who ba
looked closer into the misdeeds of the Coun
of Rome than most of his couutrymen, he &
plied to my questioning a8 to the probability
of exaggeration in the story, ¢ What Isaw witt
my own eyes in the year 43, in the prisons o
Sant Angelo, where I can only compare tbe
horribly degraded state of the political prisor-:
ers—and among them of Galletti, afterwards
the liberal migister of Pio Nono, for a seasoo—
with that of a herd of swine, beaten and to~
tared st will by their keepers, makes me scrt
that in the account of the prisons of Palisst
not a feature of the story is overdrawn.! Must
not every true heart, after reading it, cry ost
with an excceding bitter crv,’ * How long, 0
Lord! how long ?'—.itkeneum.



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

49

@he Churel of Seofland.

COMMISSION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY—
THE DISTRESS IN LANCASREIRE.

The stated meeting of the Commission of
the General Agsembly of the Church of Scot-
land was held on the 19th November, at twelve
o’clock. The Rev. Dr. Bisset, Bourtie, Modera-
tor of the General Assembly, presided. The
business before the Commission consisted of
the passing of loyal addresses on occasion of
the Prince of Wales' majority, and the con-
gideration of the distressin Lancashire. In
refercnce to the latter subject, the Commis-
sion resolved, after some discussion, that a
committee bo appointed to prepare an address
recommending all ministers of the Church of
Scotland to take immediate steps for urging on
their people the duty of contributing to relieve
the distress in Launcashire, either by making
collections at the church-doors, or by giving
their hearty concurrence and aid to any general
messures that might be adopted in their seve-
ral districts to promote the object.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF THE HOME
RECORD.

“1 regret that the ¢ Record ™ is not being
made more available, by the clergy especially,
for communications regarding the best methods
of conductiag the various branches of the work
ofevangelization n our several parishes. Many
earnest-minded ministers feel most keenly
their isolation from their brethren. Govern-
men!, beyond what is done in open court hardly
exists among us. Each minister works as he
can, ‘for better or worse, in bealth and sick-
ness, in richness or poverty, till death does
bim part’ from his Parish Bride, without (ex-
cept in rare and accidental rases) the counsel or
the sympathy of his feilow-workmen. ¢XNo

HER MAJESTY AND DR. NORMAN MAC-
LEOD.

Her Majeaty, on reeding in the newapapers
of the death of the late lamented Dr. Norman
Macleod of St Columba, expressed her deep
sympathy and grief that he had been cut off in
the full career of a life of wide-spread useful-
ness—a sympathy intensified by bis connection
with memories of her visits to Balmoral, both
as wife and widow. One of the ladies in at-
tendance expressing Her Majesty's feelings on
the event, the words fell vn the cars of a
Scotch girl, a servant of Lady Augusta Bruce,
who ventured to remark that it must be the
father of Dr. Norman Macleod of the Barory,
and not the Dr. Macleod who preached before
Her Majesty at Balmoral. The Queen being
informed of this sent for the girl and question-
ed her regarding the whole matter. She ex-
plained the points that she thought incomsis-
tent in the short and inaccurate paragraph Her
Majesty had been reading. In consequence &
telegraph was dispatched to Sheriff Sir Archi-
bald Alison of Glasgow, who confirmed the
girl'n story ; and soon after, a feeling letter of
sympathy was sent to Dr. Norman Macleod by
the Murchioness of Ely, by Her Majesty’s com-
mands. Could we peep behind the curtain
that veils the mauy similar traits that adorn
the private life of our belcved Queen, the love
her subjecis bear to Her Majesty would be in-
tensified tenfold, if that were possible.

FUNERAL SERMONS ON THE REV. DR.
MACLEOD, OF ST COLUMBA CHURCH.

Dr. Macfarlane, of Arrochar, conducted the
services in St Columba Church in the forencon
in Gaelic. His text was Luke ii. 29, from
which be preached an clogquent aad affection-
ate sermon in memory of his deceased friend.
In the afternoon, the Rev. Dr. Mathieson of

one knows’ what his next neighbour is doing,
and this ic apt to end in ‘no one cares.! The
fRecord' might therefore with God's blessing, .
‘become a living bond of union among sli the
-‘workers in our several parishes, and a means of
:greatly helping them by mutual advice and en-
:couragement. Muct .nformation might be given
{for example, in regurd to the various methods
iof conducting classes, junior and senior, in
$Sabbath schools, and for commuaion ; on paro-
ichial visitation; the cmployment of elders;
ithe ofice and cmployment of deacons; the
‘organizations for aiding the poor aad the sick,
jor for raising the necessary mission fands,
ikc. I throw out these bints to induce my
ibrethren to think about themn and write about
ithem. The subjects arc inexbaustible, and
'-Fwould, if freely discussed in your pages, prove
imost useful and interesting to all earnest ia-
‘bourers in the vincyard.”

A PARISH MIXISTER.
We wish our readers would act on the hints

Montreal, occupied the pulpit, and preached
an impressive discourse from 2 Kings ii. 12—

! « And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father,

my father, the chariots of Israel and the horse-
men thereof. And he saw him no more: and
he took hold of his own ciothes, and rent them
in two pieces.” The church was crowded at
both diets, and we ohserved the deceased's
brother from Morven and others of his relations
present. N. B. Daily Mail.

REV. MR. STEWART, EDINBURGH.

The Queen has been pleased to appoint the
Rev, Mr. Stewart of St. Andrew’s Church, one
of her chapiains for Scotiand, in room of the
late Rev. Dr. McLeod of St. Columba.

The bypocrite always comes unwilling to
his duty, and goes more willing from it. Tke
godly comes more willingly to it and with

tkrown out above.—Ed.

| more vowilliogness doth be depart from it.
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Welos of the Elurches.

Our countrymen settled at Alexandroft-
sky have applied to the Committee of
the Church of Scotland on Continental
Missions for a minister. Alexandrofisky
is about eight or ten miles from St Peters-
burg, and is connected with it by-a con-
tinuous line of buildings, so that it may
be considered an outlying suburb of the
Russian capital. It abounds in factories
of various kinds, in which many British
subjects are ewmployed. From them, as
well as from our countrymen in St Peters-
burg itself, the deputation who visited
them, about two years ago, by directions
of the Committee, experienced the most
cordial reception ; of which our ministers,
who preached respectively at St Peters-

burg, Alexandroffsky, and Cronstadt, re-:

tain the warmest recollections. The pre-
sent application is the first fruit of this
Deputation; and in a few days a minister

of our Church will, God willing, be des-:

patched to occupy this interesting and
mmportant charge. The people at Alex-
androffsky have subseribed most liberally
towards their minister’s support, besides
providing a salary for a schoolmaster. A
furnished house has been provided for his
reception, and from what we kmow of their
character, we can promise him a most cor-
dial welcome.

| the same favourable disposition. What
{ the Church of Scotland chiefly wants in
l Paris is a suitable place of worship, in a
! central locality. This is the great draw-
| back to our success in Paris, All other
| denominations have their churches plant-
i ed, often at great expeuse, inthe very heart
1 of the British population. Why should
tnot the Church of Scotland have the

same? The Church of England have no

fewer than four places of worship, incl.-

ding the Ambassador’s chapel. One of
! these in the Rue d'Aguesseau isa large
t and costly edifice. The American Episco-
lpalians have one, and are about to erect
% another, the funds for which were liberally
+ subseribed in Mew York, notwithstanding
: the present state of affairs. The Wesley-
! ans are just finishing a handsome structure
itat the cost of £14,000. The Indepen-
1 dents also have a suitable pluce of meeting
‘in a central situation. Is the Scottish
Church so poor or so deficient in liberality
that she alone should be unable 1o provide
+ a place of worship for her people? And
{ if so, can she wonder that her people. in
their travels abroad, are alicnated from
her communion ?

THE new summons in the Cardross Case

The Rev. Mr Smith, at | has been served this month. The differences

present assistant in Lady Yester’s Parish, ! botween the present and the former action
has been selected by the Committee: his { are chiefly these: Mr. M‘Millan, instead of
ordination hes been appointed by the { calling into Court only the General Assembly

Presbytery of Edinburgh to take place on
Monday next, and imuaediately afterwards
he will set vut for bis new sphere of la-
bour. May the blessing of God accom-
pany him.

The Rev. F. Crombie, Consular Chap-
lain in connection with the Church of
Scotlzad in Paris, having sent in his resig-
nation of his charge to the Foreign Office,
the Committee have great satisfaction in
finding themselves in a position to recom-
mend to Her Majesty’s Government a
highly qualified successor. This is 2 most
important charge, owing to the large num-
ber of Scotchmen who temporarily or per-
manently reside in the French capital.
The Foreign Office have always shown the
most friendly feelings towards the Church
of Scotland in this respect, and we have
every reason to cxpect the continuance of

of 1858 and its office-bearers, now calls,
first, the Free Church as an association ; and,
secondly, the last General Assembly and
its office-bearers, as representing the Free
Church. Individual membersof the General
Assembly of 1858 are also summoned as
defenders in the action, on the ground that
they were specially active in bringing about
the suspension and deposition of the pur-
suer ; and that the sentences of suspension
and deposition were conscious and deliberate
breaches of the law of the land, and of the
laws of the free Church itself.

A very usefal mission is in progress in
the Old Town of Edinburgh, in connexion
with the parish Churches. For seventeen
years it has been quictly doing a great
amount of good, by the employment of
missionaries, of whom there are five or six,
and Bible-women, of whom there are four.
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In most of the parishes there are day as ! down by their benefactor, became all at
well as Industrial and Sabbath schools, in ; once poor.

connexion with the mission; and in the New |  Well, the testator is God. The will
Greyfriaps’ parish, under the zealous encou- i spoken of is His Ioly Word. His field is
ragement of the minister, Mr. Robertson, , the Church. His bheirs, the clergy ; and
and his assistant, there isalso a school, ;| those who turned so widely aside, it is
where about 400 children are educated and | easy to suppose, are the priests of Rome.

partly fed and clothed. Savings' banks, |  God had given to them good evangeli-
meetings of mothers, of young men and | cal doctrines to sow in the charch, but
young women, have also been set a-going, | they found that they did not answer their
and pumbers have been reclaimed to the , avaricions purposes. It then occurred to
Church, as well asa greater number brought , them that there would be more profit for

to habits of frugality and decency.

The first stone of this stupendous build- |
ing (St. Peter’s, Rome) was laid by Pope |
Julius IL., on the 18th of April, 1506. St. |
Peter’s is supposed to have cost £11,625, |
000. According to Dr. Burton, its interior |
length is 609 feet, and if the walls and :
portico be added, 722 English feet. The |
width of the nave is 91 feet, and its height
152 feet. The length of the transepts is
445 feet. St. Paul’s, London, would easily
stand within the vast Cathedral of St. Pe-
ter’s, Rome.

THe following is translated from an ar-
ticle written from Naples :—

A rich man, who was near death, called
together such persons as he intended leav-
ing his wealth to, and addressed them thus:
“ Here js a field, which is to be yours, but
only on one condition ; that is, that you
will never sow in it anything but corn, nor
till it in any other way than that I ordain ;
full directions for which you will find in
my will. But mind, should you sow aught
else than the good seed I appoint, the field
from that hour will be taken from you.
Trustees are authorized to give it to others.”

The heirs accepted on these terms, and
for some time did not s®¥erve from the
conditions laid down. But after a while
one of them took it into his head to sow a
few other grains secretly. Another said to
bimself : ** The old man was a dotard ;
were I to sow madder insiead of corn, it
would answer my purpose much better.”
Accordingly he sowed all kinds of graig,
and very soon the field bore no resem-
blance to its original state ; so that, could
the testator bave risen, he would not have |
recognized his own property. It happen- !
ed one day that the trustees appeared with |
tbe will in hand, and who them was found
in faelt ¥ It is casy to guess. The heirs .
who had thought to acquire a mesns of |
riches contrary to the stipulations Ianid

them in the Lord’s field if - they were to
cultivate commercial and productive plants,
as indulgences, purgatory, priestly confes-
sions, and other such tares, which they
found no one knows where. Jesus Christ
bas let them go on in their ways, hoping
they would come to a state of repentance ;
but it would appear repentance is neither
for Pope nor priest, seeing they consider
themselves holy and infallible. But let
them beware ! the great and good God
may ere long bring to mind his will, and
send among his church the ministers of
his judgment.”

The above are the'expressions of a
working-man at one of the conferences
held recently by M. Alberalla d’Affito ; and
it is in this style the Neapolitan “ popola-
ri” hold controversies with their former
spiritual guides.

Ovr readers are aware that the Pro-
testants of Prince Edward’s Island gain-
ed some time ago a signal victory, and
emancipated themseives from the tyranni-
cal sway of the Popish priests. Rome,
however, is ever ready to renew the stru;:-
gle upon the first opportunity ; and at the
present moment she is again struggling to
secure her political supremacy. A bold
move has been made by one of the priests
to secure the dismissal from office of W.
H. Pope, Esq., one of the Secretaries of
State, and cvidently a determined Protes-
tant. Mr. Pope has repelled the attempt
with just indignation; and we could only
desire that some of our leading statesmen
would manifest similar intelligence and
courage in dealing with the same enewy.

The event of the month in England bas
been the publication of the work of Bishep
Colenso on the Pentateuch. Bishop Co-
lenso has long been known to hold pecaliar
views on many theological subjects. In
missions, as soon as he went to his South
Afiican diocese, he took the unusual posi-
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tion of advocating the tolerance of poly-
gamy among converts. The Bishop, who
15 noted as an arithmetician, has spent the
comparatively leisure years of his episco-
pate in ascertaining the capabilities of pas-
ture land, and studying similar questions;
and, applying the calculations obtained to
the history given in the Pentateuch, he
announces as the result, that the supposed
facts are mythical, that the r.pid increase
of the descendants of Jacob to the time of
Moses, the celebration of the Passover, the
march through the wilderness, and the
numerous incidents attending it are impos-
sibilities. The difficulties suggested by
the Bishop have almost all been consider-
ed before, while he seems to proceed on the
assumption, that the miraculous clement
is to be simply rejected, withont the action
of which many portions cannot of course
be upheld. This bold challenge, rung
upon the shield of the orthodox faith, at a
time when the Essays and Reviews' caseis
pending in the Court of Arches, has ex-
cited universal attention: and the war is
likely to wax hotter and hotter until the
position of the Church is more clearly de-
fined. Bishop Colenso has, it is said, ad-
opted his present course fully prepared for
all consequences, and anxious to test the
question of the breadth of the National
Established Church.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

Madagascar continues to occupy tle
most prominent position in the mission
field. The more that is known of the
young King, the more does he rise in eati-
mation. e is most anxious for the in-
struction of his people. Overflowing con-
gregations are attending the services of
Mr. Ellis and othersin the capital. Christ-
ianity has no where more strikingly shown
its continued vitality in our own days than
in Madagascar, in preparing so rapidly a
church fitted to encounter the fires of pex-
secution, and to survive the most severe
ordeal fur many years, and re-appear with
redoubled strength and vigour. A fund of
£10,000 is now asked by Mr. Ellis and
his coadjutors for the building of churches.
which will, there is no doubt, be at once
raised. The Bishop of Mauritius has visit-
ed the island, and bas resolved to estab-
lish a mission on the coast, which will be
under the auspices of the Church Mission-
ary Society. This mission will enter upon
a new field, and will be so arranged as
not to interfere with the work undertaken
by the London Missionazy Society, under
the auspices of which the plauting and
growth of Christianity in the capital and
other portions of the island has taken
place, and which thercfore is entitled to-
reap the chicf fruits of former, labours.

@hilbren's Gorner.

LITTLE CHARLIE.

Charlic i3 only three years old, s restless,
agtive, little fellow, with soft silky curls and
bright blue eyes ; always busy, and no wonder
that some times he gets into mischicf, a3 boys
often do ; but he feels sorry when be does injo-
ry to any thing, and caunot rest uatil he bas
told =ll.

His grandmother loves bim very much, snd is
very kind 2ud very patient ‘with Charlic, but
ouce inx while, if he breaks the plants in ker
conservatory, lets the caasry bird ouil of bis
tage, or sets the water runoing in the batb, or
Jjumaps in himsclf withoot taking off big clotbes,
she can’t kelp irying to tench him that such
things arc naughty, and once or iwice she has
punished him jost crough to make him remem-
ber.

His gmaudmothep has = beaatifal oleander
tree, which she has taken great carc of for
many years. It was fall of rich pink blessams,
and looked vary fnely.  One dary gerndmother
had goneacross the garden to visit her brother's
family, and Gharlic thought it woald be 2 good
time o enjoy the oicander, 88 it alosd o the
Mazza; sohe jumped up on the b in which
1t was growisg, put kis curly besd in swmong

the branches, ard looked through with hig
rogaish blue eyes; but in tarning quick, bis
ringlets canght in onc of the finest branches,
and breke it of. It dropped on the floor of the
pinzza, just at Charlie's fect.

Now what do yoa think little Charlic did?
Did be run and hide? Did be intend that hig
grandmother shonld think that prssydidit, and
lct pussy get s whipping ? or did be think, Of
course she will thiok the wind broke it off 7 No,
no. Cbarlic’s heart was fall of his litto trouble.
He jumped dowa guick. “1 muost goand tell
geandmother,” ke seid. So he ran, withous
stopping to think, through the garden into
Uncle James's parlour.

@ Please, grandmother, come home gquick,
Gguick.”

* Why, what is the matier, Charlie 7 Is baby
sick 77

“Please come, grandmother.” So Charlic ok
his grandmotber by the haad, and horried her
away, unlil he came o the oleander. There
Iny the branch of blossoms. ** Grandrgother,®
he said, ' 1 did it.  This carl caught right in
tere while T stoed on the tub looking throagh.
Am 1 not a naughly Charlic 7°

Grandmother felt sorry that he had hroken
ber olcander, batshic was glad that Charlic was
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go honest and willing to own bhis fault, and
she kisssd him, and he promised never to do so
sgain.

When his grangmoth. .old me the story, I
thought, If all children were as willing to ac-
knowledge a fault, how many untrauths would
be avoided. If through accident or careless-
ness your break or injure what beloogs to an-
otber, go at once and tell what you have done.
Atove all, go to your heavenly Father, and
scknowledge your deily faults, “Father, I
have sinned against heaven and in thy sight.
Forgive me, for Jesus' sake, and let me still be
thy child.” God will hear your sincere prayer,
and forgive you.

“ WEARY—WELCOME. "

I saw a palace in my slecp,
Whose beauty noae may tell,

But narrow was the way to it,
And by the gates of hell.

The roof shone like a mount of gold,
And star-sown scemed the flor,
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And “ Weary—Welcome, " large and bright,
Was writteln on tho door.

They said 'twas ¢ Weary-—Welcome ” call'd,
For all might enter in

Who heavy laden were with guilt,
And weary were of sin.

A voice I heard, and knocking lond
At ® Weary—Welcome's” gate—

It was & child who wept and said,
¢ Alag! if I'm too late.”

“Why weep you so0, my little child ! "
¢ QOb, sir,” she 3aid, * tis sin,

I'm fleeing from the wrath to come—
May such as I get in?¥

# Come in™ and opening wide the gate
Thus spoke an angel fair;-

The child went in, and I awoke,
Wishing I, tno, was there.

The palace, beautiful, is fled,
Nor child, nor angel's near,

But ¢ Weary—Welcome's * sounding still,
Like music in my car.

Selecfrons.

THE RESCUE.

Scveral years ago, when the waters of a
Tiver were swollen to a flood, & man, who had
vzluable timber in danger of being swept away,
ventured into the mad current with his light
boat, to save it if possible, from the threatened
zvin. He was driven into the rushing tide,
and in a woment was at the mercy of the wild
waters. A fricod saw his peril, and mounting
a flect horse started for o bridge a few miles
below, as the only chance to rescue bim. Reach-
ing the bridge beforo the skiff, which came like
83 avrow toward the arch, ho dropped & rope
over it to the surface of the stream, and calied
to the imperilled man to seize it as his only
chance of escape. The trembdling band was ex-
tended, the boat sped by, and the inmats was
in the arms of his deliverer. We have often
thought of the incident #s a forcible illustra-
Hon of spiritual life, especially in time of re-
vival. To every sinaer there comesa laxt offer,
from the scarred hand of Him *who ic mighty
to save.’ But with starling frequency is the
arch of mercy passed for ever, and the soul
left to drift away to the ocean of wrath. O
voyaper to a sca of fire, or of fathomliess
boundless love—

*Yercy kuows thie appointed bound,
Azd yields w justice there.

BIG WORDS AND SMALL IDEAS.

Big words are great favourites with people
of small idexs and weak conceplions. They
xre often cmployed by men of wind, when
they wish 2o ure langauage that may best coa-
ceal their thonghts.  With few exceptions,
howerer, iliiterate and hialf cducated persons

use more ¢ big words® than people of thorough
cducation.

It is & very common but very egregious mis-
take, to suppose that long words are more gen-
teel than short ones—just as the same sort of
people imagine high colours and flashy figures
improve the styles of dress. They are tho
kind of folks, who don’t begin, but always
tcommence.! They don't live, but *reside.
They don't go to bed, but mysteriously ¢ retire.’
They doa't eat and drink, bat ‘partake of re-
freshments!  They aro never sick, but fex-
tremely indisposed.” And, instead of dying at
1ast, they ¢ deccase.

The strength of the English language is in
the short words—chicfly monosyllables of Sax-
on derivation ; and people who are in earnest
scldom usc any other. Love, kate, anger, gricf,
jog, cxpress themselves in short words and di-
rect sentences; while cunning, falschood and
aJectation delight in what Hornee calls verda
sesqpedalia—words, a foot and a half tooloag.

XO ORGAN.

The Marquis de Custine (himself 2 Roman
Catholic and an ardent admirer of the Romish
Cercwmonial,) thas describes the Masic of the
Imperial Chapel, St. Petersbarg :—

# All musical instraments are baaished from
e Gresk Chunch, and the voices of homan
beings only there celebmte the praises of God.
This rigour of the Orieatal ritual is favoarable
10 the att of siaging, preserving to itall its
simplicity and produciag an cffiert in tae
chants which is absolulely celestial. 1 conld
fancy I heard the heart beating of sixty
nillions of subjecte—a liviag orchestra follow-
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ing without drowning the triumphal hymn of
the priests. I was deeply moveg.

¢ ¢ ¢ The Russians are musical: this
cannot be doubted by those who have heard
the music in their Churches. I listened with-
out daring to breathe; and I longed for my
learned friend Meyerbeer to explain to me the
beauties which I so deeply felt, but which I
was unable to comprehend.

FREE CHURCH versus ESTABLISHED.

At the meeting of the Scottish Episcopal
Church Society the other day, the chairman
(Dean Ramsay), in appenling to the adherents
of the Church for incraased aid, reminded

them that, when the Free Church broke off | 289
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I tion of envy dies in me: whenI read the ep-
itaphs of the beautiful, every inordinate desire

goes out. When I meet with the griefs of

parents upon a tomb-stone my heart melts with

compasgion ; when I see the tombs of parents
{ themselves, I consider the vanity of grieving
| for those whom we must quickly follow. When

I see kings lying by those who deposed them,
' when I consider rival wits placed side by side,
; or the holy men that divided the world with
y their contests and disputes, I reflect with sor-
, Tow and astonishment on the little competitions,
factions and disputes among mankind. When
I read the several dates of the tombs, of some
thatdied yesterday and some six hundred yeare
I consider that great day whén we shals

from the Establishment, they incurred great , be all of us contemporaries, and make qur apl

expense by the forfeiture of the provision of
the State; and there was a story told of & min-
ister who one day met one of his flock who
bad gone back to the Establishment, and said,
# Well James, you have left us, and gone back
to the Establishment ; I thought you liked our
road best 77 ¢ Oh,” said James, * the road's
weel eneuch, but the tolls are something
high.”

CONSCIENCE TROUBLED.

“There is a fact or fable alluded to by South- -

ey, in onc of his poems, concerning a bell sns-
pended on & rock of the ocean dangerous for
navigation, that the sound given as the waves
beat upon it might warn the mariner of his
propinquity to danger—there is astory, we say,

of thbe pirates cutting this bell because of the -

warning sound which it uttered. It so hap-
pened, however, that at a future period these
very pirates struck upon that rock which they
bad siript of its mecans of admonishing them.
Which things may be anto us for an allegory.
Mankind take pains to stifie the voice that
would admenish them, and they partially suc-
ceed, but it is only to find themselves sinking
at last in the more fearful misery.—The swell-
ing of the passions has often been compared
very sppropriately to the swelling of the waves
of the occan. The reproaches of conscience
may be compared rather 1o the ground swell,
thus described by Mrs. Somerville, an cloquent
scientific female writer :—*f It continues to heave
the smooth spd glassy surface of the deep,
long after the winds and billows are at rest.
A swell frequently comes from & quarter in
direct opposition to the wind; and somectimes
from various points of the compass at the ssme
time, producing a vast commotion in a dead
sen without rufiling the surface. They are the
heraids that point out to the mariner the dis-
tant region where the tempest has howled, 2nd

ey are not unfrequently the harbingers of its -

approach’ Bvery word of this description

might beapplied to those repronches, which, ;

coming from various guarters, and rising at s
great distance, move the soul far beaeath its
surface, and teli at onceof sin that may still
arise, and of storms yet to come.”

THE RENMARKS OF ADDISON ON VIEWING
THE TOMBS IN WESTMINSTER ABREY,
% When I Jook ¥ says this instructive moml-

ist, “upon the tombs of the great, every emo- .

i pearance together.”?
NATURE.

1

i

]

| Itis one of those little alluvial spots that
i grow round the first rock that catches the ve-
i getation sweptdown by rivers. Ages had gone
:-by while reed was bound to reed and one bed
. of clay upon another. The ocean had thrown
i up its pebdbles on the shore ; the wind had sown
: tree and herb on the naked sides of the tall
rock; the trec had drawn the clod and from
its roots let loose the spring. Cities and em-
{ pires perished, while this little island was forr-
¢ ing into loveliness. Thus nature perpetually
; builds whilst decay does its work with the
{
1

pomps of man.

THE DESTINY OF MAN ANALOGICALLY
' VIEWED.
t % The brevity of homan existence, and even

the precariousness of that existence, are argo-

ments for its higher destiny: If a touch, the
! brecking of a fibre, too minute to be visible,
| the sting of an insect, may extinguish forever
i the finest imaginations of the poet, the profoun~
{ dest thought of the philosopher, and the no-
‘ biest purposes of the statesman, where do we

find sach waste in nature? Not adying leaf

is thrown aweay, not a drop of water ig lost, hot
! a particle of carth but varies into wew forms.
| And is man tho only instance of this contermp-

taous prodigality of croeation? The whole

anslogy of nature compels us to beliéve that
¢ the great purpose of Providerco in this world;
| is to train both our morsl and intellectual fa-
¢ caities for 2 popetuity of progress in another,
! to exercise our mental nerve for the conguest
: of perpetael difficulty, rewarded by a perpetosl
| increase of power, and that power given ouly
’ to veoder us capable of the knowledge of a
higher sphere, to prepare our intellectaal cyes
1 for the expandivg glories, and to invigorste
the spirit of man for the mighty mysteries of
Providence.”

If the loss of a beloved relative,—that at best
can be but a short aud wncertsin comfort,~—be
so affecting and afflicting hiere, what musl the
cverlasting loss of God, Christ, beaven and
happiness be hereafter? .

The troubles of a Ghristian are very great in
number, variety and bitterness; yet there is
one ingredieat that sweetens them all,—tht
promisc of God,—I will be with thee in troudle,
and deliver thee.

P o age

+
]
0
.
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Subbuthy Beabings.

THE SATISFACTORY REVIEW.
¢« I believed, thereforo have I spoken.’—FPs. cxvi, 10.

Some connect these words with those which
follow, and suppose the psalmist here alludes
to certain hesty or murmuring words which in
his great affliction he had uttered. But when
we consider kow they are quoted -in 2 Qor. iv.
13, and what the apostle says about *the same
spirit of feith, 1 think the conclusion must
be, thet they refer to what goes before, and are
s summeary of his previous testimomy, with
the reason for the same.

Whet had he spoken ? He had described his
painful exercises by such terms as the sorrows
of death; the pains of hell; of being brought
low; and of baving to wander in 3 sad state
of nnrest. But he had spoken of calling on
God, and on Biz name; of prayer snswered,
of Geod's ear inclined, of being preserved,
helped, delivered, kept, comforted, restored,
and deait bountifully with. He had also spo-
ken of Geod's perfoctions, a= ‘the gracious,
righteous, and merciful One;’ and of his own
purpose ¢ to walk before God in the land of
the livaing.” Looking back on all this, he says,
¢ I have spoken.’ Herc is my testimony far God's
goodness, to the uge of affliction, to the value
of prayer. I bave spoken thus because ° 71 be-
lieved” He was a true son of Abraham, for
the words are the same as Gen. xv. 6, ‘hebe-
lieved God.! Herein his experience agrees
with Ps. xxvii. 13, ‘I had fainted unless I hed
believed to sec the goodness of the Lord in
the land of the living)

If we would speak well for God, we must
simply beheve i God. Powerful testimony
can only come from a believing heart. Faith
realizes »0d's word as true, valuable and eter-
nal; as absolutely needed by man, however
disesteemed by him ; it sees vanity and false-
hood everywhere else ; and, under these solemn
impressions, speaks for God. J.C.

THE IMMACULATE SAVIOUR.
“J Christ, th ostozday, to-d d{
csus rt,e? &_"s'amos xﬁi.a. syand for-

Is this text to be taker 23 connected with
what goes before, and a3 merely. showing what
was the theme of the conversation of thosepas-
tors just spokenlof? Is it not rather a contrast
showing how Christ remains the living and
changeless One, while all instruments and
ageats pass away? Is it not also 8 grand
testimony, stavding out in boid relief and
glotious grsndeur, showing that an ascended
Saviour is like the sun in the firmwment,
—1the souree of life, light and sttractive
power to all around Him? In tho next
verse, Paul improves the great fhet by saying,
“Be not carricd about with divers strange
doctrines ;” from which exhortation we are
taught to infer that medilalion on an immuleble
Saviour s cdapted to produce stability in His
people.  If Heis cver the same, His followess

should not be fickle and changeable; but ‘be
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord’ (1 Cor. xv, 58). They may
pot only hope to live becadse he lives, as re-
gards the continuance and certainty of their
life, but to live in some measure as He lives,
the life of Christ being manifested in them.

THE MARCH OF THE GOOD.
ivul'ghc path of the just isas theshining light."—Prov.
ThrE comparison is between the sun in his

c(;_urse and the good man in the tenor of his
life.

1. OF AL OMRJECTS 1IN XNATURE TBE SUN
1S THE MOBT GLORIOGS IN APPEARANCE. How
glorious is the sun as it rises in the morning,
tinging the distant hills with beanty! How
glorious at noon, flooding the world with
splendour! How glorious in the evening, fring-
ing the clouds with rich purple, crimson, and
gold, as he sinks beneath the western shy !
y Glorious object! There is nothing so glorious
on this earth as a truly good man. He is the
highest reflection on earth of Heavenly Glory.

1. Or ALL THE OBIECTS IN XATURS THE SUN IS
THE MOST COMMANDING IXITS INFLUENCE. The
sun i3 ¥ tho ruler of the day.” At his appear-
ancs the world wakes from its slumbers—winds
and waves obey him. As he moves nature
moves, So with the troly good man. There
is no authority on earth equal to his. All the
, moral spirits within his sphere must bow to
, his influence. Hoisas truly,feit *a his circle, as
. the sun is felt in bis majestic sphere. He is
the organ of Heaven, “ and mighty through
God’ll

III. OF ALL OBJRCTS IN NATURE THE SOX
i8 THE NOST USEFUL INIT§ ACTIOR. The sun en-
lightens his system, and muintaing harmony
through every part. He rensws the earth,
quickens the seeds into life, covers the land-
scapes with beaunty, and ripens the harvest for
msaa and beast. How usefol iss good man!
He is the light of his circle. “He shines in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation.®

IV. OF ALL THE OBIRCTS IX KATURE THE SGN 18

{ TEE NOST JNDEPESDENT IS ITSEXISTRNOS. Trocps

1 of black clouds may roll over the earth, but

they do not touch thesun, farious storms may

. shake the globe, but the sunlis beyond their

Teach. Mists and clouds may obscure the san

i 3t times, but be shakes them off, and bresks

| forth with wonted brightaness. Sc with the

good. The good man lives abore the world.
He can sing, “Altbough the fig-tree,” &c.

V. OF &Ll THZ ORIECTS I NATTRR THE SUN IR
THT MOST CERTATY IN ITS PROGRESS. How cor-

. t=in moves the sun in his circuit.  He is never
, ont of time. Whatever happens in the af-
fnirs of men and nations, he is in his place at
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the right hour. He never disappoints us in his
course. It is {rue that the progress of the
good man i3 not so inevitable and regular. For
he hss within him, what  Nature's Royal
Orb” has not, a power to alter the rate o} his
course. Albeit, the progress is certain. The
good work begun withio him will be carried
on.

But the good man excels the sun. The sua
does not iocrease in size aad splendour; he is
rot greater now than when he shope on Adam.
But growth, everlasting growth, is the destiny
of the good. From * sireagth to strength,”
from “ glory to glory,” through circling ages
without end, is the career which kind heaven
bas decreed for sainted souls. W.M.L.

THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE DEAD WHOQ
DIE IN THE LORD.

Yex, raith the spirit, that ¢ saar rest from thewr Ja-
bozrs, 2ad their works do folfors them. —Rev. xis. 13,

In so f2r as work implies pain and weariness,
it shal cease. Life in thebody is full of painfui
labour, and life in the Lozd is oot exempt from
it. Sharing in the iabours that gecernlly fall
10 the lot of man, Casistians are exposed also
to others which are peculizr to themselves.
There are two kinds of toil whict & Christian
must andergoin tbe world: as a soldier he fights
2nd =3 & servant he toils. Botk kinds make the
worker weary ; 2ad the weariness of the worker
mzkes bis restsweet.

Although 2t many periods ia the history of
Christianity believers bave been obliged to mest
tie fires of persccation from witbout, 2 part of
the conflict alwars, acé in onr days by much
the larger part, is waged ageinst internal foes.
“ Tto Kingdowm of heaven,™ said Jesas to his
followers, * the kingdom of heaven is within
¥ou;” znd where the kingdom is, there also are
thr caemies thst seek tosubvestit. The war-
fare on which the soldisr of Jesns Christ is sent,
s to * crucify the fesh, wita 135 affectioas aad
lasts.” Trac, ¥the God of pesee” shall bruise
Satan undes ozr feet shortly ; bat weary, weasy
will be these feeble feet e ther Rave pressed
the life ot of the Old Serpant’s iast fold. If
w6 do ao%, throagh unfzithfalness to the
Caplzic of ocrsalwation, make anignodle peace
with the foc, the battle will rage from the moma-
ing of youib to the eveaing of age. No
Izboaress are moTe weasy thaa soldiers at the
close of a battle day ; no iabouress long more
cagesly for rest.

A trzveller ia Barmah 2l agleep upoa the
camp, kot grosnd. Hewasazekeaced br prick-
ing paias over all the easface of his bdy. On
gettiag cp ke discrvered thal aswarm of smail
grey leeches Bad fasiened oakis Gosh, and wese
bzsy sacking his blood.  His £:52 impalse was
to tear them oF with his Bani. A aatice ses-
vaat cbserving his parpoase. intarpased with
carzesteaireaties that he shoald not tonch them,
He knew that if the creatares were visleatly
1510 off, 3 porting of their bodes wosld semaia,
and prodace diseasc dr their corrapiien. Forth-
with the servaal gathered a gianuty of a p3n-
gent hesd, steeped iL iz waler, and 1o the water
baibed ks masier, Ths leeches sll dropped oF
Barmless. Tie man wenl throsgh (i bath ’
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scathless, bat it peralyzed and destroyed his
tormentora.

Life i3 like the wilderness, and death like the
Jordan flowing between it and the promissd
land. Throughout the journey, and down to
the margin of the boundary streem, loathsoms
creatures coil round your limbs, suck your
blood, and live upoan your life. These parasites
are not only on you, butin you; not only in you,
bat part of yourselses. The aposils Paul,
23 the resuolt of his seif-exramination, ex-
claimed, ¢ I find 3 law in my members
warring ;” as if he had ssid, I fiad living
serpenis defiling and devouring me. Alasi
even that able and ardent disciple comd zot
tear thedisturbers out by 2 direct azd summery
process. He wasz comforted, however, by kaow-
ing how aod when "they wounld all bs cast off
aad left behind. When be should resch the
verge of this life's wilderaess journes, and be
called to pluage into the waters of separstion
between it 2ad rest, be would pass through un-
harmed, aad eversthing that burts or destroys
wonld be discherged in that pungent flood.

* Then saag Moses zad the children of
Isracl” a song of trinmph to God their Savionr.
Whea? On the Red Sea’s fartker shore, after
Isra=l had passed safely ovcr, and lait the pur-
saing, persecuting hosts of Bgypt sinking 23
lead in the mighty waters. It is expressly ia-
titnated in this book thst the saved in rest shsll
 ging the song of Meses and of the Lamb”
All the daager xad the toil of war are left be-
hind whea ther depart from this lifo,ss the
eatmies of Israel were swallowed np in ths
caguiphing fiood.

SLEEP IN JESUS!

THE oceaa wes story,
The vessel was feeil,
Arnd e precioas oac borac there
Sat trembliag 2ad pales
And oft 25 we watched ber
Qar coarage woald faii,—
We dreaded the biliows,
We dreaded the gaie:

Whaea, 10! 10 2 moment
The voFags was o'er;
The billowz were breasied,
The bark acared the share ;
And sileat and irznqail
That geaile one slept,
While the share she was neariag
11 balms o'er her swept;

Till 508ty ske glided
Where the pearls gates stvod—
Tie gales of th+ City,—
And spaancd thedark find:
Aad the hand that galocts them
For her dong Bem wide,
And noiscless and slembering
She glided iaside.

Bat th- joy of ker wakiag,
AW hat heart can concive?

She kooweth and scoth,—
We wait aad balicve.



