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%]t X forget thee, O Jerusalem? let my right hand forget its cunning.”*—Ps. 137, v. 3.

LECTURE
Om 8t. Matthew VI, 9-14, inclusive.

Fyihe Rev. George W. Slewart, St. Peler's
Road, P. L. 1.

THE language of Scripture is remarkable
for its simplicity, comprehensiveness, aund
Many volumes have been written on

the all-important subject of prayer; yet the
single sentence of our blessed Lord contained
in the 7th verse of this chapter, presents a
comglete view of what prayer reaily is, and
exhibits all that has been or that can be ad-
vanced on this subject. Prayer is the ex-
pression of desire; “ it is to ask, to seek,
aud knock ;” prayer is the language of the
heart; words are not necessary to it; fervor
and importunity are essential characteristics
of prayer. The Hearer of prayer desires no-
thing so much as to find in us that state of
mind which Jacob of old exhihited when he

axpressly said to God, I will not let thee| P

29, except thou bless me.” And such kinds
of prayer will always be effectual. The an-
swer may not be immediately given. Itmay
ot come in the exact form or way that was
desired and expected. But we should rest
sssured that all' earnest, fervent andt perse-
vering prayer will not remain unanswered.
Booner or later, and in one way or another,
?‘thos%who ask shall receive, those who seek
shall find, to them that knock it will be
%ened.” ‘We find this substantially to be

case, even among men. Our Lord puts

question, appealing to our own experi-
Ace, as we find in verses 9 and 10, « What
san iz there of you, whom, if his son ask

bread, will ke give him a stone? or, if he ask
a fish, will he give him a serpent 2"

There is here a strong appeal to the com-
mon feelings of our nature—the feelings of
a father to his childven. The parent who
should withhold from his children or family
the necessary supplies of food, would be
laoked upon as a monster of inhumanity.
He would he deemed a murderer of the most
atrocious kind, who, in answer to a demand
for food by his children, should give them,
not wholesome and nourishing food, but de-
structive and deadly poison. ‘The parent
who acted in the manner here supposed would
undoubtedly be unworthy of tEe name of a
man, much less of a parent. But cases of
such unnatural conduct seldom occur, Pa-
rents in general attend to the temporal wanta
of their children, and give them what is ne-
cessary for their support, and what is condu-
cive to their comfort. Natural instinet and
natural affection dispose the parent to com-
ly with the prayer of a child asking for what
15 needful to the body. Parents would trans-
gress the great and universal law of their
nature were they to act otherwise. They
would resist the impulse of those feelings
which the Great Creator has implanted with-
in them, They would trample on all the
finest cmotions of the human heart. From
this view of the parental character, our bless-
ed Lord and Saviour deduces an apt illustra~
tion of the parental character of God the
Tather of mankind, and also an argument
very cogent to shew that the prayers of His
children will assurcdly meet with a faverable -
reception at His gracious hand. This is seen
in verse 11: % If ye, being evil, know kowto *
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give good gifts ta your children, how much
mure shall yoer Wathee who is in heaven
groe guod things (o them that ask Him 2"

The relation between a parent and his ehil-
dren s verey familinr, but exceedingly in-
straetive. It is frequenly  employed in
Scripture to explain the conneetion which
subsists between God and His people.  ‘There
is undoubtedly u resemblance between the
twa, and yet, in every important particular,
they are altogether different, or, rather, di-
veetly opposed to each other, Human pa-
vents are all in themselves “evil,” depraved
in nature and desperately wicked, inclined to
whatisevil in heart and practice. Theydo not
perform aright any one commanded duty, and
they do not act up to any one relation.  But
‘God is infinitely perfect: He does good, and
perfectly performs and fultils the relation
which e sustains as the Ifather of lis
adopted family. Our Lord has, in this verse,
compared the chavacter and conduct of an
earthly parent with the character and conduet
of our Heavenly Father. There is, indeed,a
resemblance hetween the two, but that re-
semblance only serves to shew the infinite
superiority of the one over the other.
This superiority appears in every view that
can be taken of the subject ; for our Heavenly
Father is perfectly acquainted with the char-
acters aml circumstances, however varied
these muy be, of all His children. And this
will be seen when we consider the following
particulars :— i .

1st. Our Father in heaven knows what is
best, both to be given to them and done for
them. The wise man asketh: ¢ Who know-
eth what is good for a man in this vain life,
all the days of which he spendeth as a sha-
dow?”  Iarthly parents not unfrequently
fall into serious, and sometimes into fatal,
mistakes, in the treatment of their children,
They ave cither too indulgent to them, and,
by a foolish yielding to their wishes, really
“give them a stone for bread,” *and a ser-
pent for a fish;” er they may go to the oppo-
site extreme of severity, by an injudicious
and unwise harshness.” But our L'ather in
heaven is the only wise God; He cannot err.
He knows zll the ways that we take, and all
the supplies that we need. Whether e
gives or withholds—whether He smiles or
frowns—whether Ile indulges with prosperi-

ty or visits with adversity,~He, in all things, , dence did the rest for his wonderful preser
acts in the exercise of His own wisdom and | vation.

goodness, and “ will make all things work
together for good to them that love Him.”
It is said of Eli that his sons “ made them-
selves vile and he restrained them not;” and
it is stated of Adonijah that David his father
“ had not displeased him at any time in say-
ing, Why hast thou done so”? And these
are by 1o means rare examples of the same
blind and foolish parental indulgence. But
Solomon says, “He that spareth the rod
hateth the child.” Our Heavenly Father ap-
. plies to Hii children the discipline of a whole-

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

some correction, not for lis ewn pleasure,
but for their profit, so that they may be par.
takers of His holiness; and in all this, He
gives abundant reason, in all circumstances,
to say—* He hath done all things well.” Not
only does our Father who is in heaven inti-
mately and perfectly know the situation and
wants of every member of His fumily, but—

2udly. He is near to them in all their
circumstances of life. Earthly parents ean-
not always have the members of their family
under their immediate inspection. They
spend a considerable portion of their time in
the occupation of their lawful business, or, it
may be, in their necessary absence from
home, in consequence of which they are pre.
vented from observing the conduct of their
children, or watching and protecting them
from danger, or keeping them from folly, vice
and sin. It would have been well for Joseph,
when exposed to the hatred of his brethren
in Dothan, had his father Jacob been there.
But God is not far from every one of us. He
is especially near to them that call upon
Him. His children arc coutinually under
His gracious inspection: Ile who keeps
Israel slumbers mot by day nor sleeps by
night. The whole of creation is under His
wise and able management, yet He attends
to every individual of His numerous family
as minutely and effectually as if He had mo
more than one individual to attend upon. He
was along with the three Hebrew youths in
the fiery furnace; He was with the prophet
Jeremiah in the dungeon ; e was with Dan-
iel in the lion’s den; Ife was with Jonah in
the fish’s belly; He was with John, the be-
loved disciple, on the Isle of Patmos; He
was with the Israelites in al! their wander
ings in the wilderness; He is with His peo
ple through life, and He will be with themin
death., ‘Therefore, each of His children
say, on the best of grounds, ¢ Though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of dea.
1 will fear no evil, for thou art with me; th
rod and thy staff, they comfort me.”

Srdly. Our Heavenly Father is ablet
give all gnod things to the members of Hi
family., "Many instances occur in the Hol

Scriptures to illustrate and demonstrate ti
impotency of all earthly parents. Moses w3/
hid three months ; this wasall that they cou{d
do for him ; but the cave of a particular Prow

But God can never be at a loss fi
the means of protecting His children cithe
in danger or from it. “The earth is t¢
Lord’s and the fulness thereof.” There!
no danger which He cannot evade and wa
off; no calamity, however severe, under whit
His children labor, which he cannot suppori;
no destitution, however prolonged, which H
will not abundantly supply. In short, Hi
means to aid arc without exhaustion, as e
as His willingness to be to all that place thet
confidence in Him, “a present help in eve'f
time of need.”
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4thly.  Our Father that is in heaven ever 1 chewmstances supposed to exist.

iiveth to act the part of w kind and good,
wise and benevolent Father, to all His chil-
dren.  Barthly parents are not permitted to
continue to live, by reasen of death; anl
how many children are leit behind helpless
orphans,  But the chilidren of God only can

§3

The excel-
leney of the rule consists in mahing our sel-
fishiiess the measure of our benevolience; but
this makes it a rule of very diiticult observ-
vnce. It requires us to rise superior to all
the principles which exert the most powerful
influere over our depraved nature, and which

aay, * When my father and my mother for- ' may well be comprehended under the gene-

sake me, then the Lord will take me up;”
« He will never leave nor forsuke me;” e
isa buckler to all them that put their trust
in Him.”  Tarthly purents, in general, feel a
very warm and tender attachment to their
offspring ; but it is not to be compared with
thut of our Father that is in heaven, which
is endurable and immutable.

5th, and lastly. We observe that the love
of God towards Ilis family is very great. 1le
says to them, “I have loved thee with an
everlasting love ; therefore with loving-kind-
ness have I drawn thee” The love of a
father is great; and it is said that “like as a
father pitieth his children, so the Lord piti-
cth them that fear hin.” But the love of a
mother is stronger still; and it is said, “ As
one whom his mother comforteth, so will I
comfort you.” + Behold I have graven thee
upon the palms of my hand; thy walls are
continually before me.” «1f, therefore, pa-
rents, being evil, know how to give good gifts
to their children, how much more shall your
Father who is in heaven give good things to
them that ask him?” We cannot tell how
much more; as much more as the knowledge
of God is superior to the ignorance of man,
and as the power of God surpasses the im-
potence of man, and as the love of God ex-
ceeds the selfishness of man. Let us, then,
be encouraged to go always to Him, as chil-
dren to thetr father, in the prompt and daily
exercise of filial confidence an& reverence,
humility and submission. * He is a sur and
shield; He will give grace and glory, and
will withhold no good thing from them that

- walk uprightly.” But as God’s goodness and
mercy afford all necedful encouragement to

prayer, so they hold out an excellent exam-
ple for our meditation.

Our blessed Lord, therefore, proceeds to
say (verse 12th): * Therefore, wll things
vhatsoever ye would that men should do unto
You, do ye even so to them.”

These words in this verse contain what is
tommonly called *“ The Golden Rule” —arule,
be it observed, worthy to be written in * let-
ters of gold and in pictures of silver.” Nay,
ve should rather say, written with more pra-
tious materials—written by the finger of God
on * the fleshly tables of the heart.” Itisa
tle divinely simple, easily understood, and
admitting of an application to every case that
¢n oceur.  All that it requires is that we

should put ourselves in the place of others, |
and imagine ourselves to be In exactly simi- | gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the

l

|

ral name of self-love. It is a most reason-
able rule.  What we should expect others to
do to us, we cannot, in common justice, re-
fuse to them, By acting otherwise— by doing

t less for them than we should consider them-

sehves bound to do for us, we condemn our-
selves, and commit an act of positive injus-
tice; we violate the great fundamental law
which requires us to “love our neighbor as
ourselves.” This is, moreover, a most com-
prehensive law. It embraces the whole sys-
tem of relative duties which we owe to our
fellow-men and our fellow-christians, whe-
ther they refer to the practice of justice or
the exercise of benevolence. The same rule
applies alike to both, and to all the varietics
of cases and of circumnstances which can arise
under either the one or the other.  The rule,
in fine, is most beneficial in its tendency.
Were mankind in general to act in accord-
ance with its wholesome and wise directions
—were all men to do to others whatsoever
they would that others in similar circumstan-
ces should do to them,—what an altered,
what an improved aspect would the whole of
society present! It is because this divine
precept is not sufliciently regarded, that in-
Justice and oppression, vivlence ynd discord,
wretchedness and misery, prevail to such a
fearful extent in all classes of humanity, And
yet this rule is enjuined with divine authori-
ty, oblizatory on all, and peiemptory in its
nature. It is so, “ for this is the law and the
prophets.”

We, however, do not find exactly the same
words either in the law or the prophets. But
nevertheless it is in conformity with the tes-
timony of God, which is contained both in
the Jaw and the prophets. It was the design
of the Jaw and the prophets to recommend
the very same line of conduct which our
blessed Lord has here enjoined. Many pre-
cepts of the Old Testament scriptures might
be quoted in conformity with the one now
under our consideration. Yet it is a precept
of the most difficult observance; and its
whole character is entirely contrary to the
strongest feelings of our depraved and fallen
nature. It is a precept which nothing but

! the influence of divine grace can enable us to

reduce te practice. In connection with this
divine and sublime precept, our blessed Lord
and Saviour proceeds to instruct and exhort
His disciples, in

Verse 13th.  * Enler ye in ot the sirait

lar circumstances, and then act towards them way that leadeth to destruciion, and many
inthe same way that we should desire and | there be who go in thereat.”

ypect them to act towards ourselves in the

It may truly be said that there; are only

- -
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two ways in wiich the whole human family
are walking, and two gates through which
they are entering, eithes to a lite of everlast-
ing happiness or endless miscry.  These
ways are said to be, the one a broad way, and
the other o nurow way: the one is a wide
gate, and the other a strait one. In the
broad way and gare, many are said, nay, do
prefer, to travel, hecause they find it compa-
ratively easy. and without impediments, It
is smooth and inviting. ‘Lhey are carried
along like a vessel before the breeze. [n this
we have the character of the Godless and the
formalist in religion. The one is *living
without God and without hope in the world,”
carried through life amidst 1ts business and
cares regardless of the “ one thing needful,”
or the salvation of his immortal soul; while
the formalist is quite content with the form
of godliness, which is all that he secks to
possess. His religion consists merely of
easy and burdenless services, which do not
cause him any great trouble to perform. The
religion of such a professor has nothing with
the pain of self-mortification, with ¢ the
plucking out of a right cye,” or “ the cutting
off of & right hand.” 1is is a most conve-
nient religion, accommndating itself to the
inclination and the vavied circumstaaces of
its possessor; and while it exempts from ev-
ery severe restraint, it also soothes and sup-
rorts with the apparent prospect of glory and
hlessedness through eternity. No wonder,
then, that many prefer  the broad way and
the wide gate” of a mere formal but Christ-
Jess religion; but, alas! they will find, from
hitter and dear-bought experience, that ¢ the
way of transgressors is hard,” and will learn,
also, at the last, that * the end of these things
is death.” But there is another way and
another gate of a very different description,
which our blessed Lord proceeds to deseribe in

Verse 14th.  “ Because strail is the yate
ond narrow is the way which leadetl unto life,
and few there be that find it.”

In this case, the entrance is narrow and of
difficult approach. The way is like the ascent
up a steep and eraggy mountainous pass, re-
quiring constant and laborious exertion.
Under the emblem of a strait gate and a nar-
row way, we have given us a representation
of holy zeal and saving religion. It cannot
be said of the religion of Jesus Christ, that
there is in its principles anything unreason-
able or impracticable. The difficulties whieh
attend it arise not from the severity of its
restraints, but solely from the weakness and
wickedness of the depraved heart of . .an.
Yet the religion of Clirist may truly be said
o be a “strait gate and narrow way,” when
we consider,

tst. The doctrines which it presents as the
abject of our faith.—The doctrine of the
Cross s especially a hard doctrine to believe
in, for those who would follow Christ as His
disciples. It was a stumbling-block to the
Jews, and foolishness to the Greeks. The
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great fact that e who was i the furm of
God, and equal with God. tool upon Hiy
 the form of w servant, and submitted to ey
i cifixion, that He might make atonement [,
sin, and work out a perfect righteousnes,
and become the author of eternal salvatiy,
to all who believe on His nume;—such 5
doetrine as this presents to the eye of humgy
reason a subject  transcendantly amazing,
deeply mysterious, and difticult of credencs,
Also, the doctrine connected with that f
justification by faith without the deeds of the
{m\', by the imputed merits of Him *¢ why j
the end of the law for righteousness to everv
one that believeth.” ‘l'hese and all other pe-
culiar doctrines of the Gospel exhibit a svs.
tem so humbling to the pride of man-<y
incomprehensive to carnul reason, that n.
thing less than the teaching of the great Gei
Himself, in the work and influences of the
Holy Spirit, can open a way for their recep-
tion, or produce a willingness to embrace
them as true, or submit to them as the prin.
ciples of their faith and obedience. ‘Ihatthe
re]]igion of Jesus Christ presents its pringi.
ples under the emblem ol **a narrow way and
a strait gate,” will appear further when we
consider, in the
2nd place, The services whick it requirn,
and more especially the restraints which
imposes.—The gospel does not only prohitit
all intemperance of actual and lawful enjoy-
ments and pleasures, but all irregularity of
the thoughts, and all impurity of desire and
affection. It prokibits not only what is posi
tively sinful in heart and conduct, but everr
thing that is calculated to lead to the com
mission of sin; yea, the very appearance o
sin. Here, then, the life of the real Chrix
tian is one continuous warfare—a strugglig
between nature and grace—the flesh lustiy
against the spirit, and the spirit striviy
against the flesh: in short, bis hieis a cours
of constant watchfulness and of painful ai
laborious exertion. Our Lord evidently re
fers here to the commencement of the Chri
tian’s course of trust and self-denials:
cn{'oins us to #enfer in.” In St. Luke's gy
pel, in the parallel passage to this, there iss
much stronger term used then here, “toer
terin.” There it is, * Strive to enter,” whit
in the original Greek, is far more expressiv
than the Iinglish translation. This * strivig
to enter” evidently has a reference Lo them
tional eontests in the games of ancient Greew,
We are commanded to “ agonize”—for ths
iis Jiterally the expression made use of. b
this spirit of agowizing, we are to st
making all the exertion of which our natur|
sanctified and strengthened by divine gra
is capable, by the maintenance of a resoluti
and unyielding resistance to sin, in ev
| form, whether within or without us.
. necessity of such a ¢ striving” will ele
, appear if we consider the difficulties to
1 surmounted, the temptations to be conte
l'ed with, the enemies to be resisted, and
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work to be accomplished. The necessity of
thia # striving” will furthermore be seen when !
we think of the importance of the object, in-
volving, as it does, all that is valuable in
time, and all that is desivable in eternity. if
we would “enter in,” we must strive—we
must “ agonize,” and all who thus strive shajl
assuredly enter. 1t is true “ many shall seek
to enter, and shall not be able.” 'The cause |
of their unsuccessful eflort to enter is clearly
that they do not seek to enter the right wuy,
nor at the proper time. No dependence can
be placed on o death-bed repentance. For
“when once the Master of the house is risen
up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin
to stand without and knock, saying, Lord,
Lord, open to usg; but he shall answer and
sy, I know not whence ye are.” Oh! then,
all our striving to enter will be truly in vain.
Let us, then, remember that * delays are dan-
gerous.” But let us rejoice that the way is
atill open, and the gates still invite us to en-
ter. For “now is the accepted time, and
now is the day of salvation.” Though “strait
is the gute.” yet it is wide enough to admit
all who are “striving to enter thereat.”

But, brethren, if the passage before us ex-
hibits a correct picture of what real religion
is, how small, then, must be the number of
true Christians in the world! May the Lord,
in His mercy, add to their number a thou-
sand-fold! When we look around us, and
compare the character and conduct of pro-
fessing Christians with our blessed Lord's
description of practical Christianity, we are
forced to the conclusion that Iis own words
are true—* that many are cailed, yet few are
chosen.”

Let us, ther, earnestly seek, not only to
possess and be satisfied with the outward
call of the gospel, but strive to obtain, by ouri
continued application of the appointed means |
of grace, the effectual call of the Holy Spirit.

This is of the first and last importance to!

%':l

from his beact, this may teimpesdble to him
who has nething to veplace it, hut not impos-

“sible with him who has foued in Gad. o sure
“and satisfying pertion,

When told to with-
diaw his ot ctions from the things that are
beneath, this wera Jnying an ovder of self-
extiuction upnn the man who knows not ano-
ther quarter in the whole sphera of his con-
templation to which he eould transfer them ;
but it were not grievous to him whose view
has been opened to the loveliness and glory
of the things that are above, and can there
find, fur every feeling of his soul, a most
ample and delightful accupation. When told
not to look 1o the things that are seen and
temporal, this was blotting out the hght of
all that is visible from the prospect of him in
whose eve there is a wall of partition between
guilty nature and the joys of eternity; but
he who believes that Christ hath broken dowa
this wall, finds a gathering radiance upon his
soul, as he looks onward in faith to the
things that are unseen and eternal. Tell a
man to be holy, and how can he compass such
a performance when his only fellowship isa
fellowship of despair? Itis the atonement
of the Cross, reconciling the holiness of the
langiver withi the safety of the offender, that
hath opened the way for a sanctifying influ-
ence into a sinner’s heart; and he can take a
kindred impression from the character of God
now brought nigh and now at peace with him.
Separate the demand from the doctrine, and
you have either a system of righteousness
that is impractieable, or a barren orthodoxy.
Biing the demand and the doctrine together,
and the true disciple of Christ is able to do
the one through the other strengthening him.
The motive is adequate to the movement;
and tne hidden obedience of the Gospel is not
beyond the measure of s strength, just be-
cause the doctrine of the Gospel is not be-
yond the measure of his acceptance. The
shield of faith, and the hope of salvation, and
the Word of God, and the girdle of truth—

our present and future welfare. And may
we be so disposed as to “ give neither sleep , these are the armor that he has put on; and
to our eyes, nor slumber to our eye-lids,” till | with these the hattle is won, and the eminence
the gracious and peacc-imparting answer— | is reached, and the man stands on the vantage
“ Believe on the Lord Jesus”—he given to ground of a new field and a new prospect.
the cry of our souls, * What must I do to be | Thus it is that the freer the Gospel, the more
saved? ¢ Then every man, therefore, that | sanctifying is the Gospel ; and the more it is
hath heard and learned of the Father, cometh ! received as a ductrine of grace, the more will
unto me.” Be it so, O Lord Jesus, with each | it be {elt as a doctrine according to godliness.
of us now in Thy presence l—AMEN. —Chalmers.

——— e

—Q———

The Gospel the Soures of True
Obedience. !

The Open Door,

s Bokold, I kave ect before theean opendear.’
~Rrv.ar 8

Down in a rugged Highland glen,
Far from the busy haunts of men,

A poor old widow dwelt apart,

Of cheerful hope, vet anxious heart,
Tor ah, her dear, her only child,

By base seducing lips beguiled,
From virtue’s path long gone astray,
Lived in the city, far away.

THE man who believes in the peculiar doc-
trines, will readily bow 10 the peculiar de-
mands, of Christianity. When he is told to
love God supremely, this may startie auo-
ther, but it wili not startie him to whom God
has been revealed in peace and in pardon,
and in all the freeness of an offered reconcili-
ation, When told to shut out the world
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Her child the yearning mother songht
‘i he prodigal mizht bnek be brouglt—
‘T'he girl now penitent become,

Was hopefully rernrving home,

When bonnd unew by follv's ehain,

Tu her old haunts she turned again.

Alane the mother home returned,

Yet not alone she sighed and moumned,
For to the widow’s Gad stie eried,
With faith that would not be denied.

The answer came. One slecpless night,
Beside the dyijug embers” Heht,

She watching lay, when hark—a sound!
Was it a footfall on the yround:

Or had she been by dreams beguiled 2=-
"I'was she, her lost repentant child!

Surprise and full confession o'er.

* Mother," she sobbed, ** that unlatched door—
How came it open. prythee tell;

So late, and in this lonely dell "’

¢ My child,” the mother prompt replicd,
And pressed her darling to her side,

¢ Iv’e never shut it, night nor day,

The long long time you’ve been away,
TFor ah, I feared lest you should come,
And, finding no fond welcome home,
Might turn despairing from the door,
Aud never. never seek it more.”

In this short tale, oh sinner, see,

The love of Jesus Christ for thee.

For thee He came. and bled. and died,
For thee was scourged and crucified:
And still he mourns thy wayward will,
And yearns o’er the poor wanderer still.
Ch turn, repent, believe, obey,

Faorsake thy erring evil way,

No more the waiting Saviour grieve,
Eunter the ** open door,” and live.

—British Workman.

—_——

A PAGE FOR SABBATH SCHOLARS.

A True Story of Alice Moore.

Alice Moore was a pretty end pleasant
chili, and a favorite with all. She had very
ladylike wmanners, and no cozrse words or

rough, uneouth actions spoiled the effert of ,

her childish beauty. She was like a little
queen among her playmates, and any of themn
was proud of her cowpany. Perlaps there
might have been danger, fron taking the
lead among them 0 long, that Alice would
grow up self-willed or wayward, How-
ever, when she was eight years old, she
had a dangerovs fever. All the village wax
anxious ahout lirtde Alice, and many good
people prayed the Lovd to spare her life.
After six weeks of pain and weakness, she
began to get well.  How pale and sweet she
lonked the first morning she came into our
school-room to see us ali again!

We looked with awe upon her altered
face, for we knew she had been very near
death,

Bat it had been a blessed sickness for
Alice, Her mother thought that God must
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I have heen with her, she had heen so patiery,
“teastful and homble,  Certainly she wag »

centler und kinder child ever afierwards, an

ail her companions noticed the change.  She
smew t be o greater comfort to her mother,
und wus like the light of his eyes to her
poor futher,  Far Mr. Monre was oue of those
good-natured men who fall an easy prey ta
bad habits. e had times of being very in.
temperate, and then he would be crass 1o
every one but Alice. She stood between
him and the rest of the family when no one
else dared to approach him. She loved him
dearly, and never seemed to fear him, even
when intoxicated. Perhaps this pleased kim
even then. Certain it is, he never harmed
her, however violent to others,

As years went on he sunk lower and low.
er, becoming a burden as well as a terrorto
nis poor family, Finally they sought the
protection of the law, and Mr. Moore was
geparated from his suffering wife. Nothing
but shame and death seemed to be before him,
and for them nothing but poverty and unut.
terable grief,

It was ahout a year after this, thot all the
land suddenly waked up to a temperance re-
form. Children as well as grown people
signed the pledge. Meetings were held in
every town through all the gocdly State of
New York, and the excitement reached even
our quiet village of M. How well I remem-
ber that antumn afternoon when a lecturer
addressed the people in our Lyceum Hall!
We children were all there, Alice Moore
amonyg the rest. Just as the speaker began,
poor Mr. Moore himself entered, and walk
ed slowly up the aisle, taking a seat nesr
"the desk. Greut was the surprise of all. 1

looked at Alice; she was still and pale, with
!'her eyes fixed upon her tather, who sat look-
Ping on the floor. After an earnest address,
! the pledge was passed around for signatures,
"One of the papers w-s handed to Alice’s seat.
" She arose and took it in her own hand, cross.
ed the hall with a steady step to her father's
side, and laid it down before him. He look.
ed up at her, and she spoke low in his ear.
 Another moment, and he took the pan and
- wrote the name of Allen Moore !
bowan vou will say, * that was very fine,
; but did it Jast2"
' Yes, it lasted !
© When Mr. Moore had kept his word a vear,
when he had worked faithfully and saved his
earnings carefully, sending them all to the
familv that once was his, that happy and
grateful family took him home again. Owr
good minister, who had advised the separe-
"tion of Mrs. Moore from her husband, mar-
* ried them anew, and dear Alice had Ler father
‘back, Peace and plenty returned to them,
and honor and prosperity have crowned their
days,
. Seo what a child can do.--Congregation-
{alist.
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A Spoited oy,

Who was he? He was Adonijah, one of -
David’s sons. How was he spoiled 2 By
having his own way, und not being corvected
by his father when he did wrong, The re-
cordd is—his father displeased him not at anv -
time in saying, * Why hast thou done 8o p”
How do you kuow thut he was spoiled ?
His conduot shows it: Le was puffed up with |
vanity und pride, was headstrong, disobedient,
and profligate.  He aspired after the throne ;
il * I will be king;” and mepared him -
chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run
before bim, and treated his royal parent with !
contempt, ‘T'o what end did he come? To'
no good end.  Such aelf-conceited, arrogant.
wsicked boys, never come to any good end.
He died the ignominious death of a traitor.
fle was executed, Matthew Henry, com-
menting upon the course of this spoiled hoy, ;
says :—** He in return made a fool of his
father. Because he was old and confined to

Iis bed, he thought no notice was 1o be taken ! €
© of bim, and therefore exalted himself, and

said, 1 will be king. Children that are in-
dulged, learn to be proud and ambitious, and
that is the ruin of a great many youug peo-
Ple.”

Harry’s Sermon.

#Eddie,” said Harry, * let’s go to church;
and I'll be the minister, and preach you a
sermon.” ¢ Well,” said Eddie, * and Pl be
the peoples.”  So Harry led him away, and
they went up stairs together. He set an old
fire screen in front of him by way of pulpit,
and thus began :—

My text is a very short and easy one : ¢ Be
kind” ‘There are some little texts in the

isone of them, These are the heads of my
sermon

Firstly. Be kind to papa, and don’t make
a noise when he has a beadache. 1 don’t be-
lieve you know what a headacte is, but 1 do.
1 bad one once, and didn’t want to hear any
one speak a word.

Secondly. Be kind to mamma, and don’t
make her tell you to do a thing more than
once, It is very tiresome to say, * Itis time
for you to go to bed,” half a dozen times
rer,

Thirdly. Be kind to baby.

* You have leaved out bu kind to Harry,”
interrupted Eddie. .

Yes, said Harry: I didn't mean to mention
my own name in my sermon. I was saying,
be kind to little Minnie; and let her have
vour red soldier to play with, when she wants

18

Fourthly. Be kind to Jaune, and don’t
iseream aud kick when she washes and dress-
t8 you,

.ﬁlere Eddie lJooked a littie ashamed, and
aid:

“But she pulled my hair with the comb.”

87

" anid

“ People mustu't tulk in meeting,
Harry.

Lifthly. Be kind to kitty, Do what wil}
make her purr, and don’t do what will muke
her ery.,

“ Jan't the sermon most done?" asked
Eddie ; 1 want to sing ;" and without wait-
ing for Harry to finish his discourse, or 1o
give out a hymn, he hegan to sing; and ro
tharry had 10 stop ; but it was a very goud
sermon.  Don't you think so ?—Freedmen's
Journal,

—O——

South Sea Missions.

ANITEUM.

(C’onli—nued.)

Mn. Geboit commenced his labors on
Aniteum in May, 1848; and in December,
1849, he wrote that he observed some indi-
cations of success. ‘The tramsition period
in the history of missions is the most
interesting. Such a period affords the clear.
est evidence of the reality and power of
Divine grace. ‘The most beautiful appearan.
ces in a natural day are to be observed in the
morning, when the feeble struggling dawn is
thrown into contrast with surrounding gloom.
‘The struggle of the gospel with the darkness
of the heathen heart exhibits beautiful evi-
dences of Divine power, and brings to light
fine exampler of Christinn faith, One is
torced to admire the simplicity of faith,
genuine love, and unaffected desotedness of
those, who,~—having felt the miseries of hea-
thenisw, and now enjoying the blessedness of
knowing Christ, and thus realizing the bless-
ings of the Chiistian religion by contrast.—
endure the greatest sscrifices, and perfurm
the most arduous duties, as a mstter of
course. *

Waibit was, in heathen times, what is
called & sacred man. He was supposed to
possess supernatural powers, and rule the sea.
Of a fervctous disposition, he had been guilty
of innumerable cruelties. When he received
the ligiht of Divine truth into his heart, he
immediately went forth to declare it to his
countrymen. With calm courage and per-
fect meekness, he endured insults, threats,
and personal assaults, which, a few moaths
before, would have cost the persecutors their
lives at his hands.  “ On a certain Sabbath
he went to Umetch, a place about six miles
from Anelecauhat, to talk to his countrymen
about the Word of God. There had just
been a gevere storm, which had done great
damage among the bread-fruit and cocoa~
nut trees, and among the plantations. ‘The
foolish people blamed Waihit for having
caused the storm, and surrounded him with
their clubs, in great wrath, threatening to
take his life. He escaped, however, out of
their hands ; and, on the following Sabbath,
nothing would satisfy him but to visit-tkem

v
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again, thangh Mr, Glddie advised him to ! desisted. But the difficulty did not cnd hese,

wait till their anger should have rubsided.
He urged the matter so much that Mr. Ged-
lie reluctantly convented.  Ho went,and was
well received, and a very favorable impres.
sion was made upon the people.” On one
eccasion, when an attack was meditated by
the heathen npou the Christian party, and
Mr. Geddie asked the assembled Christiuns
what they proposed to do under the circum-
stances 7 Waihit replied, **Our work is
peace ; we know that it is ainful to fight, and
we are not afraid to die for the cause of
God.” In Marck, 1851, Waihit lost a child
~—an only child—a boy about fourteen moutha
alil, to whom he was fondly atta~hed. ¢ Mr.
Geddie set before his mind the consolations
sfforded by the gospel in auch circumstances,
and related the case of David when in cir-
cumstances similar to his own. Waihit lis.
tend magerly, and drauk in with avidity the
eansolation, The idea of a happy meeting
wich his child beyond the grave was balm to
his bleeding heart, Afterwards, Mr. Geddie
went and visited him in his own house, and
found him quite composed, and engaged in
unfolding to his heathen countrymen the life
and immortality which the gospel brings to
light. *I shall go to him,” he again and
again repeated, *but he shall not return to
me‘, ”

Mr. Murray relates another incident illus.
trative of this man’s excellent character, and
of a barbarous practice. * Mr, Geddie heard
that a married man was dying, and, knowing
well what would follow his death if the peo-
ple were left to themselves, he hastened to
the place where the man was—about a mile
from his own house. He found a number of
people assembled, among whom were the re-
latives of the woman, waiting to perform the
horrid deed. Mr. Geddie had a very ungra-
cious 1eception. He was not daunted, how-
ever, but spoke to the people plainly of their
wickedness, and begged them to desist from
their purpose, Evening drew on, and the
man was still alive. Mr. Geddie went home,
intending to return shortly, and leaving trust-
worthy persons to watch movements in his
absenge. He had been but a short time
home, when the death wail announcad that
the man was gone. He was off again in-
stantly, and had the high satisfaction to find
that those he had left had succeeded in sav.
ing the woman. As soon as the man had ex-
pired, the stranglers were about to commence
their bloody work, when Waihit, who had
joined the Christian party only a few months
before, and who, up to this point, had sat a
silent specrator, thus addressed the Christians
who were present: “Let us not be faint-
hearted ; we must prevent this deed; let us
take courage and be strong.” Then turning
to the heathen party, he said: “If you kill
that woman, we will kill you.” Those address-
ed knew the character of Waihit too well to ven.

*, ture to oppose such aspeeck from him ; s0 they

The woman herself was bent on bring
strangled, and cried out that if her rels.
tious did not kill her, she would run to the
bush and strangle herself., To prevent her
carrying out this threat, Waihit took his
station at the door of the house, nod ralked
kindly and soothingly to her.” ‘The mission
in Aniteum abounds with such histories oy
the above, showing the miseries of heatnen
idolairy, and the Inbors undergene by thoge
who have been inatrumental in delivering the
inhabitants from the darkness of centuries,
In August, 1851, Mr. Geddie wrote: “0Qf
late, several natives have professed to forsake
their heathen superstitions, and desire Chris.
tian instruction. Amoang the number is
Kupuio, a brother of Nuhoat, a thorough
savage, and notorious for his wickednes,
He is a virulent hater of all white men, and
has hitherto been very much opposed to the
suse, 'To the surprise of all, he has lately
commenced attending religious services, In
a conversation which he lately had with M,
Geddie, he said that, when we first came to
this land, he regarded us as liars, and, along
with others, had atolen our property, and
done many other bad things toward us; bu
that he had narrowly watched our condue,
which was so different ftom their own, that
he was now convinced of the truth of ou
religion, and the falsity of his own.” How
exact onght Christiana to be in their moral
conduct !

Mr, Murray writes conceraing this man:
“ Amorg the muny dangers to which M
Geddie was exposed, during the early yean
of his missionary life, pernaps none was ever
more imminent than that which arose from
the deadly hatred, which, for a long time,
was cherished against him by Kapaio.” * *
¢ ¢ * * ¢ After watching for months
without success for an opportunity of taking
Mr. Geddie’s life, “he came several even-
ings after dark to Mr. Geddie's garden,
armed with his club, and hid himself unders
bush, in the hope that” Mr. Geddie would go
outside the house. Mr. Geddie wen: out
one night, and passed close by the bush
under which Kapaio was concealed. Now
the critical moment had come ; the long de-
sired opportunity was found. Kapaio grasp-
ed at his club, that he might spring upon his
victim and fell him to the ground; but, lo!
his hands forgot their cunning-—they are
powerless—a sirange sensation comes over
him, and all thoughts of injuring the mun of
God are at an end.”

The turning point in the evangelization of
Aniteum was arrived at when the heathen
party, daily diminishing, in 1851, set fire to
Mr. Geddie’s house. Mrs. Geddie wa
aroused during the night by the smell of fire,
and escaped with her two children. The
chief did everything in his power to detect
the incendiaries and protect the missionary.
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The result of this event was the triumph of
the Christian cause.

In the following few words, behold how a
converted henthen can die. *¢ Jukai.” wrote
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{ weck as the Fourth Commandment requires,
tand to sanctify it accordingly. Let us take

|
|

an analogous case. Infant Baptism ecomes
in place of Circumcision, and reccives its

Mr. Geddie, * the chief of a small village, hes ' wavrant from the Abraliamic covenant in Gen.
Justdied. He was a great sufferer during ) xvii. In the New Testament, no particuiar
bis iliness, but his mind was composed and | injunction is to be found requiring children
peaceful.  When he was near death, all the (te be baptized. But we pléad the practise

Christian party assembled, and I believe they
were in the act of prayer when he breathed
his last. A little hefore his death, Whaihit
asked him what his hope was now in the
hour of death? he replied, * I rest in Jesus
only.!

A work that produces such glorious and
bapp{ fruits, is worthy our eurnest con-
templation. It is a great work—finer than
the bigheat efforts of human genius, It is
imperishabie—it is eternal. A. P

—

Unscrigturalness and Perniciousness
of Views on the Sabbath,

[CONCLUDING ARTICLE.]

AND now to proceed to the Lord’s day.
The Sabbath has been changed from the se-
venth to the first day of the week, in conse-
quence of the resurrection of Christ (which
has ever since been kept by the Christian
Chureh, and is called, Rev. 1. 10, the Lord’s
day); and the fact of this change is theught
to militate against the argument for Sabbath
observance. ¢ Now,” it is contended, * we
are no longer under the Fourth Command-
ment. Itis a different institution from the
Christian Sabbath, and we are no longer
obliged to observe it. We are at liberty now
to keep the day, or not, as we please ; he that
regards it to the Lord, does well; he that
does not, may not be censured. Each is to
be persuaded in his own mind.”

'his argument proceeds on the assumption
that the Sabbath of the Fourth Command
ond the Christian Sabbath are entirely differ-
ent institutions, and that the requirements
of the former do not attach to the latter.
But where do our opponents learn, that
whereas the one had to be kept strictly, the
other may or may not be observed? Surely
the text in Rom. xiv. 6 is sadly perverted’,
and was never intended of the divinely-
appointed day, but of a day of human insti-
tution and convenience. But the Sabbath of
the first coming in place of that of the se-
venth day, as the Lord’s Supper in room of
the Passover, and Baptism of Circumcision,
obliges us, and is to be observed no less than
that from the beginning. If objectors think
otherwise, they are bound to shew that the
change of the day makes a change of the re-
quirement (or that the Gospel discharges us
from precepts of the: Decallogue, which last
article shewed to be absurd'and unseriptural).
Unless they do 80, we must conclude that we
eze bound to observe the first day of the

and rules of the Church from firat, and hold
that because these are unrepealed, the infunts
of such as are members of the visible Church
are to be baptized. And so with the Sabbath.
‘The day of the resurrection has come in place
of the day of creation; but we are not, on
that account, thrown loose f. v the obliga-
tion of the command, any mor than we are
compelled to give up the Church membersbip
of infants because the New ‘l'estament enacts
it not: but what we do, in both cases, is to
take our stand upon institutions and com-
mands already given and never repealed, and
to act as the Church has ever done. If we
doso, we are safe, because we keep ordi-
nances and precepts divinely appointed and
never abrogated. If we do not, then must
we be prepared to renounce Infant Baptism
and every institution whose warrant is in the
Old Testament, and which is not cancelled
iu the New. Then we should have no Sab-
bath and ne Church membership. But we
keep the Sabbath because the Fourth Com-
mand is unrepealed, and besause the c'htmge
of the day makes no change of the require-
ment, just as we receive infants into the
Church is because Baptism has come in place
of Circumecision, and the Old Testament war-
rant is not abrogated.

Now, that the ckange of day affects not
the merits of the question, will be readily
seen. It was a seventh portion of time that
was exacted, and it is one day in seven that
yet obtains: The particular dai' does not
affect the requirement. It is still % one da
in seven to be a holy Sabbath,” althoug
changed to the first. Nay more, as the par-
ticular day could not be observed in all parts
of the globe,~ -since, in China, for instance,
time i3 so far in advance of what it is in
California, that the Sabbath is well nigh over
in the former before it is fairly begun in the
latter,—it follows that it is not an identical
day, but one day ip seven, that is to be ob-
served ; and when that day is made to all
people the first day of the week, the require-
ments of the command are satisfied, no less
than when it fell on the ancient seventh. We
keep the Sabbath now on the day of resur-
rection, no less than Old Testament believers
kept it on the day of rest from creation. It
is still ¢ one whole day in seven to he a holy
Sabbath,” and the injunction is still in force,
“Remember the Sabbath to keep it holy.”
But now it is contended that “ our Lord has
altered the institution, since He did cerfain
things not lawful on that day, and declared
that the Sabbath was made for man, and not
man for the Sabbath; and that Hjmig'lfl'ii‘:g'
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Lord of the Sabbath.” Here, if anywhere, is
the strength of the position of our opponents ;
and had the distinguished and amiable divine
whose views, from a regard to truth and our
country’s welfare, we have been thus forced
to impugn, been content to remove abuses
and to promote a sounder spirit on that day,
then had the Christians of Scotland, instead
of being pained as now, been improved and
indebted ; but, alas! when the firm founda-
tion of God’s law is left, then the foot will
slide.

But to the objection. That owr Lord im-
proved the spirit of the day, it may be admit-
ted. Ile removed Pharisaic abuses, and in-
culeated a betier observance. Moreover, 1le
taught that it was right to do good on the
Sabbath day, and, both by example and pre-
cept, He showed that the Sabbath was not
broken by acts of necessity and merey per-
formed, and that its beneficial design, more
than Pharisaical notions, was to be regarded,
and our endeavor be to keep the day for the
benefit of our fellow-men, as well as to ob-
serve it for the houor of God. But any re-
laxation of the obligation of the day, or intro-
duction of a secular spirit, received no coun-
tenance from His action or instruction. How
could it? He was made under the Sabbath
command as under the other nine, and mag-
nified it, that we might honor it, too,—not in
the old Jewish spirit, which genders to bond-
age, but in the cheerful and holy one of the
Livangelical Prophet, . Call the Sabbath a
delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable, and
shalt honor Him”—(Is. Iviii. 13.) But never
is this eampatible with running daily trains,
posting books, and performing rounds of
visits on that day. Wherefore we may con-
clude that our Lord taught a better obsery-
ance than what was current in His day and
previously, ameliorated the spirit, and restor-
ed the day to its proper use and beneficent
design—(Matt. xii. 12); but neither relaxed,
weakened nor set aside the obligation and
authority of His Father’s command—(Matt.
v. 19). Nor can it be maintained that the
Apostles did so, although Paul says {Col. ii.
16), “Let no man judge you in meat or in
drink, or in respect of a holy day, or of the
new moon, or of the sabbath days,” evidently
referring to Jewish festivals appointed in
Lev. xxiii, for he is dissuading his converts
from apostatizing to them, which * were but
a shadow of good things, but the body was
Christ,” Hence he speaks against their sab-
bath days or festivals, but not against the
one day in seven—the divinely-appointed
Sabbath. Hence we conclude that there is
no warrant given by our Lord and His apos-
tles for that secularization of the day of rest
which i3 now attempted, much less for the
abrogation of all the commandments of the
Decalogue as a law, old, worn-out, and abro-
gated; but that this day, divinely appointed
and never repealed, a]though by apostolic

athority altered from the seventh to the
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- first, together with the whole Decalogue, re-
 mains in foree, in lustre and beauty, restor-
ed, brightened and improved for our obsery-
ance to the end of time: And thus have I
. established my first proposition.
: IL The second—the perniciousness of
' those views—I1 would illustrate as follows:
- Suppose a man, who has no reverence for
" God’s laws, and consequently no regard for
"the Sabbath, to be told by learned divines
that “now there is no command for keeping
.one day more than another, and that the
matter is left to every man’s taste or con-
I science, what will he do? If greedy of gain,
(as the Railway Directors confessed this to
be their motive), then he forthwith encour-
-ages running trains, sailing boats, fishing
and shooting on that day; if fond of specu-
 Iation in religion and licentious opinion, then
he cries down the barriers, and that the Sab.
. buth be regarded no more sacred than other
days. And such is precisely th feet, as we
might have supposed, which these unwarrant-
able views are having in Scotland. Commer-
cial men now toast the health of the distin-
guished divine who first opened the breach,—
a clear indication of the pernicious tendency.
And Sabbath desecration has increased in
connection with the Press, the Church, and
the Railway. Nor need this, be the least
wondered at. Suppose I am to give forth—
nay, more, to attempt to prove by learned
argument, that the Seventh Command was
now abrogated, being intended merely for the
Jews; or that the Third is no longer binding,
as it is not quoted in the New Testament
among the commands;—am I to wonder at
the result in immorality increased and profa-
nation? Or suppose even that I should, at
the same time, assert that, though these com-
mands are done away, yet that purity and
reverence, being moral, must be maintained,
am I to be surprised that, the check being
removed, and the sluice opened, the waters
gush forth? Where the restraint of God’s
law is removed, there moral suasion, or opin-
ion, or even the law of man, will not long
have force; and if I have struck a blow at
the foundation of the command, not all my
reasoning or influence I can bring to bear
will be of avail to stop the evil. No. I re-
moved the effectual barrier when I removed
the command, and now I cannot arrest the
progress of the destroyer. How this applies,
let such as have read the speech on the Sab-
bath question tell. It is there insisted that,
though the Fourth Command be abolished,
yet the love of Christ will preserve, and that
18 better than any law! Ireply (1) the law
and love of Christ are not against one ano-
ther, and to represent them so is wrong.
Christ ever honored His * Father’s” law, and
never intimated any abrogation of one of
these commands, nor was His mission or
death with a view to dispense with it, but to
maintain it on a better footing and from bet-
ter motives, as we have already shewn ; where:
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fore we cannot hold any contrariety between | some institutions may long be preserved, and
Christ and the law, but, on the contrary, the , its sanctity observed, more especially in a
utmost harmony, as our Confession, ch. 19, ' uew and rising country like Nova Scotia. .
sso beautifully affirms. (2), The love of | A. W. HERDMAN.
Christ will, indeed, preserve the belicver,but |  April, 1866.

ithas no hold on other men. And are we ’
w0 let go the mass of mankind frce from law |
aud obedience, because they acknowledgenot ! *
the yoke of Christ? Then do we leave the _ —
greater part of the world to its own wilful- | SporrLy any one be led, by the heading of
uess, then God would not be acknowledged | this article, to look for a discourse on matri-
among His creatures, and no profession or . monial bliss, I would inform him, at the out-
worship paid.  Then it is to no purpose He ! set, that I am not qualified to descant on such
bas spoken to men, or given His law, since | a subject. Whether it be wise or foolish,

USRS, W

Marriages.

only they who acknowledge Christ’s yoke are
expected to cbey. "If this be not frecing oue
part of the world from their duty on the plea
of the other and minor part being alone
wder obligation, what is? It was just an
extension of these views that led oune, very
well known and popular in these Colonies,
w0 hold that now there was neither Sabbath

nor Sacrament nor Scriptures nor Church— |

o antward religion—because Christ was in-
wara, all was the inner light, and the external
wag done away. Here was his reasoning:

~and whether it be good or otherwise, for
people to submit themselves to the voke, 1
lgave it to those who can bring in the aid of
their helpmates to decide the question, to
say. Is the reader disposed to ask, then,
“What is the subject about? what have you
to say about marriages?” My reply is.
“ {lead on, and you will find out fur your-
self.”

After the secession of 1843, it was given
, out that only a small fraction of the people
[ of Scotland adhered to the IEstablished

ite Sabbath means rest, but Christ is our ' Church, and this was so confidently aind fre-
rest; therefore there is no Sabbath, all is | quently asserted, that many of those who had
Christ.  And what was the consequence? {no opportunity of judging for themselves
Gawittingly, his book played into the same ' were led to believe. the statement. It was &

cowrse with the railway runmers and steam-

boat company, and he, too, was classed with

these Sabbath desecrators. Most innocent

of any such intention is the divine, we may
be very sure, whose views have startled the
Church of Scotland and pained many sincere
members, yet the perniciousness of the views

well known fact that in some parts of the
. country,—as, for instance, in the counties of
Ross and Sutherland,—the great majority of
. the people joined the Free Church, und this

was handled by the seceding Lody in such a

way as to malke it appear that the Church of
Scotland was almost deserted. The patis
. that were making that representation took

isundeniable. ‘They remove the right check
imposed by the Creator, tarow the reins on ; good care to make no mention ot another

thie necks of the lawless, and allow them to | important fact, viz.: that there were some
uke their course. But that is to root up ! counties in the south of Scotland where there
and destroy.  If we take away the Sabbath | were very few Free Church people. Thus,
command, and leave the matter to every , by observing studied silence regarding the
.man’s taste, convenience, or conscience, we ! latter fact, and constantly exhibiting the for-
‘have loosed the ship from her moorings, and | mer, they led many to believe that the Estab-
et her go adrift on the sandbanks or rocks, | lished Church had lost its hold of the people
:and there is nothing to hinder * the book of | of Scotland.  And, consequently, many were

;sports” o holidays being observed immediate-
Iy after the hours of divine service, and thus
‘the sanctity of the Sabbath invaded, religion
is assaulted, for the former is the defence and

revolutions, bear witness, that, with the Sab-
iuth fallen, religion falls also; wherefore, no
watter who advocates, or under what plea—
no matter how brilliant the argument, or how
persuasive the style, let every reader exam-
me and ponder—*Is the Sabbath to stand
25 God has enjoined in His commandments ?
oris the day stripped of its obligation and
uthority as under the Decalogue, to be left
o every one’s inclination and convenience?
And how long, in that latter case, will it sur-
vive? I have done my part to maintain its
seripturalness and salutariness, and hope and
pray that no weapon formed against it may
l!msper, and that its time-honored and whole-

handmaid of the latter. ILet France, in her:

; taken aback when the census of 1851 showed
that the number worshipping in the Bstab-
, lished Charch was far greater tian that at
, tending any other Church.
© Various attempts were made in some quar-
_ters to throw doubt om tie accuracy and
fairness of the census of 1851, In the vearly
collections for missionary an:l eanuresational
purposes, the Bstablished Chureh Jid not
compare well with other Churches, consider-
ing its numerical strength.—That told against
her. But, on the other hand. it was well
" known to many that a great amount of money
was raised, and applied to educational and
missionary purposes. that was neverstaken
account of in her aunuul reperts. Somwe way
or other, Istablished Cnurches are not so
"good at making up their reports as dissent-.
“Ing Churches. ‘There is move of the feeling
* of independence mnong them, in conseguenceo. .
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of which it is very difficult to get them to

~report their doings. Their existence does
not depend so much on united action; and,
as circamstances do not compel them to it,
they take a longer time to learn the use and
advantage of united efforts. And the conse-
quence 1is, that the one-half of what the
Church had been doing was not known till
men like the Rev. Mr. Cumming of Edin-
burgh took considerable pains to show the
true state of things. No one at all acquaint-
ed with Scotland could doubt the fact that
the Church was showing a great deal of vigor.
Aissionaries were appointed in destitute
places; vacant stations were filled up; and
well on to 100 Churches had been endowed
and erected into parishes since 1843. Being
aware of these things, the friends of the
Church looked forward, with considerable
interest, to the approaching census of 1861,
and it was with pleasure they received the
announcement that Government had resolved
to provide the schedules with a column for
the religious denomination to which every
individual belonged. When the intention of
the Government became known, however, the
dissenting bodies opposed it 50 strenuously
that Lord Palmerston was induced to yield
the point. That being the result, the last
census threw no light on the state of religious
parties in Scotland.

Fortunately, the Registration Act passed
in 1854 requires every marriage in Scotland
to be registered within three days after it
takes place, and the Church to which the
officiating minister belongs has to be inserted
in the register. By reason of this, the com~
parative strength of the various denomina-
tions in Scotland may be ascertained with
tolerable accuracy. The registrars are quiet-
ly recording it in every parish week after
week ; and, at the end of the year, they trans-
mit a copy, or, to use the technical word, a
* duplicate” of their register, to the Registrar-
General in Edinburgh. who, on his part,
publishes an Annual Report of the whole.
‘The eighth of these general Reports,—that
for 1862,—has lately appeared, and I wish to
refer to that part of it which shows the pro-
purtion of marriages celebrated by the min-
isters of the difterent Churches. I would
recommend the following extract from it to
the attentive perusal of the reader:—

«Of the 20,597 marriages registered in Seot-
land during the year, 9.307 were celebrated ac-
cording to the rites of the Established Church,
4,930 according to those of the Free Church,
2,846 according to those of the Urited Presbyte-
rian Church, 1.778 according to the rites of the
Reman Cuatholic Church, 371 acenrding to those
of the Episcopal Church, 990 accurding to the
several rites of the amaller religious denomine-
tions; while i5: 348 casea the denomination was
not stated. and in only 27 cases the marriage
was irregular.”

If we suppose that these marriages indicate
. the comparative stresgth of the various de-
nominations, they will show the following
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striking fucts :—(1.) The number of Roman
Catholics in Scotland seems very large for
such a Protestant country; but it is tobe
observed that an immense number of Irish
have gone over to Scotland during the lag
twenty or thirty years. (2.) Taking all the
Presbyterians of all the dissenting Churches,
including the Free Church, U. P. Chureh,
and the other smaller bodies, their numberi;
considerably less than those of the Establish.
ed Church. (3.) The adherents of the L
tablished Church are nearly double that of
the Free Church. (4.) Notwithstandingal
the divisions and sects with which the coun.
try is split up, and the host of Irish emigrant
to boot, nearly the half of the people suill
adhere to the Established Church,— Yl which
proves that she has not forfeited the right to
be called * The National Church of Scotland.”
3. MD,

———

Is the Cholera spreading in Now
Scotia ?

BeroRE coming out to Nova Scotia, 1 ls-
bored for eighteen months as assistant to one
of the ministers of the city of Glasgow. Pan
of my duties, while exercising this office, was
to visit & large district of the parish contain.
ing many thousands of human beings sunk
in the lowes. depths of poverty, ignorance,
and vice. This district comprehended the
whole of the Salt-market, and a portion of
the circumjacent streets, lanes, ceurts, and
dens, all fermenting with human life in it
most depraved and abject forms. The lanes
and closes are so narrow, the dark and be-
grimed piles of ancient buildings rise so high
in the air, that the light of noonday neve
directly penetrates there, and you walk
along in a perpetual twilight, and only come
within the sunlight when you emerge on the
main street or causeway along which the tor-
rent of business is rolling. Youare not only
glad to escape from the gloom of these per-
plexing mazes, but you are delighted t
breathe once more the comparatively pure
air of the open street. These laues and alleys
smell horribly with the unnameable fith
which gathers within them. An open groowe
on one side of the lane generally serves ass
drain to carry off the dirty water which is
emptied from the hundreds of windows above.
If you are not careful as you thread your
way through these dingy avenues, you may
catch on your head 2 pailful of slops, emptied
from above by an invisible hand. No gus
of wind ever eaters these recesses to carmy
off the noisome exhalations. Horror and
death sit brooding there all the day long and
all the year through, and on the house-topat
the entrance of every lane you may fix up
the yellow fever-flag—the triumphant banner
of the grim and ghastly King who has had
hiy head-quarters there, and keeps his Court
in Sovereign State. The forms you meeti
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these strange places, are, in most instances,
moving bundles of rags. There are young

"]

offals. In 1849, while the Cholera was last
raging in Greay Britain, it attacked with pe-

women, who, as they walk, seem to hold | culiar virulence the habitations of the un-
their clothes on by both hands——naked feet, | clean. In Liverpool, there was a wide and
ale and unwashed faces, or bloated and red | open strest in which all the houses escaped
with debauchery—hair unkempt and wisped { but one, but in that one all the people died ;
in foul confusion—strange gleaming eyes, full | and it was discovered that under that house
of wild meanings, or blinking stupidly on | thete was a choked-up sewer which had been

you through the dreamy haze of a chronic
sottishness ; and the children—ah! the chil- !

exhaling the fuel on which the Cholera feeds.
In the port of Leith, in Scotland, the sailors

dren! Poor, dear souls! their faces ave!aboard a particular vessel in harbor were

generally white enough—a dismal white—
ooking through a vail of squalor, and they
have fallen and empty cheeks which speak of
famine, and tell sad tales of dehumanized
arents who defraud them of their crusts of
Eread and leave them to starve, that they
themselves may gulp down draughts of fiery
poison. I do not exaggerate the condition
of the lowest parts of the city of Glasgow.
Irelate what ]Phnve seen a thousand times,
what my eyes grew familiar with, what fills
me to this day with sad and sorrowful
thoughts. I do not wonder that a benevo-
lent man like Mr. Peabody, the American
merchant, considered that the holiest purpose
to which he could devote his princely fortune
was to build healthy and commodious dwell-
ings for the leboring poor of London. Before
much good can be done to the souls of the
heathen masses of great cities, something
must be dore for their bodies. They must
be plucked out of the veritable darkness and
corruption in which they live, and permitted
to braathe the pure air and behold the blessed
light of heaven, and a strong and vigilant
snitary police must maintain cleanliness and
decorum. If the Cholera visit the British
shores soon, which it threatens to do, it will
fisp down like a cormorant on the Salt-market
of Glasgow, and incubate there, fastening its
claws on the soil; and they who dwell in
palaces and sit on silken cushions, and walk
out only amid beds of marjoram and migno-
nette, and read romances, and weep over
dying lovers—THEY, likewise, shall have to
 pay their part of the penalty. The Cholera
‘it 8 terrible Sanitary Commissioner, direct
 from the Court of Heaven.
i The readers of the Record cannot be ignor-
ant that this awful visitor has already touch-
el our own shores. Heis feeling his way
and seeking for & footing. If, like the Devil,
the Cholera is resisted, it will flee; but if it
receive the least encouragement, like the
| Devil, it will stay with us. Cholera, as well
{as every other diseaze, is justly regarded as
‘a manifestation of Divine anger against sin,
The great immediate sin which attracts Cho-
lera towards cities, and retains it there, is
the sin of UNCLEANNESS. Itis proved beyond
doubt that dirt bas a peculiar attraction for
this pestilence. A little collection of filthy
habitations will lure it a hundred miles. It
will pass over intervening villages where the
laws of cleanliness are carefully observed,
adsit dowh and nestle among-pig-sties and

suddenly and violently attacked, and most of
them died, while the crews of the other ves-
sels generally escaped. On examination, it
was found that immedistely under the bul-
warks of the pest-stricken ship, a commoan
sewer disgorged the filth of the town. ¥i-
nally, remember that the man who, by glut.
tony aud intemperance, makes his own hody
a sink of uncleanness, prepares a baiting-
ground for this hungry visitor. In the Stan-
dard of April 171h, an extract was given from
a valuable letter of directions un this subject
by Dr. Sayre of New York, which every in-
dividual ought to read, study, and carry into
practice.

There is no natural and no moral law of
God which we can violate with impunitys
whereas ihe ways of virtue are ways of plea-
santaness, and all her paths are peace.

W. M. 2.

Albion Mines, April 24¢h, 1866,

We subjoin the letter of Dr. Sayre alluded
to in the above article :—

‘The undersigned having been requested by
the Commissioners of Health of the City of
New York, to publish such information as
may be of use to the people at large, in view
of the anticipated approach of an epidemie
of cholera, would most earnestly call the at-
tention of the public to the following state-
ment of facts, and beg their caseful conside-
ration of the suggestions and advice.

Whatever differences of opinion exist in re-
gard to the cause and mode of propagation
of the chalera, all now agree in their obser-
vations in this acknowledged fact, that its
greatest ravages and most fearful monality
1s among the filthy, the vicious aml the dus-
titute, and in fact it is almost confiiedity the
imprudent, and those who injure themselves
by taking improper medicinss.

Cleanliness, therefore, is of the Gest import-
ance—hothof your personsand of your houses,
particularly your yards, sinks, privies and
cesspools, where choride of lime should be
daily sprinkled, and the adjoining walls and
fences surrounding them repeatedly white-
washed.

Be careful that there is no stagnant water
either in your cellars or yards, and if yous
basements are damp, use fires in them fre-
quently, to burn up the foul air and cause 2
most perfect ventilation.

Remove all garbage at least o:ace a day,
and twice if possible, anl permit nothing to
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remain on the premises to undergo decompo-
sition,

Keep your house well ventilated.

Be temperate in all things, both in eating
and drinking. Be temperate in exercise, in
labor, both physical and mental. Keep good
hours. T'ake proper food in reasonable quan-
ties, at proper times. Plainly cooked meats,
with boiled rice, bread, and thoroughly cook-
ed potatoes, should form the ordinary base of
diet. '

Abgtain from all unripe fruits, and stale or
partially decayed vegetables. But aboveall,
avoid excess in intoxicating drinks of every
Kind.

Wear flannel next the skin, and all times
maintain the ratural temperature of the body
by a sufficient amount of clothing. Avoid all
exposure to sudden changes of temperature,
and if accid-ntally exposed to a storm, re-
wova your wet boots and clothing as soon as

ossible.

‘The cholera is not the necessary fatal dis-
ease which it is commonly believed to be, but
it is a disease that is hoth preventable and
curable. It is always preceded by symp-
toms of languor and debility, with diarrhea.
and in this stage is almost always curable ;
Lut if neglected at this period, and the
diarrheea permiited to continue until collapse
comes on, it is then almost aiways fatal,

At thevery commencement of the diseasego
to bed, and stay taere until you are well, with
warm flannel around the body, warm bricks
«r bottles of hot water to the feet, it neces-
sary, and if there is a tendency to vomit,
apply a mastard plaster to the stomach. If
you have not got a bed, lie down &n the floor
and keep yourself warm ; but by all means
retain the horizental position ail the time—
not even getting up to attend to the evacua-
tions, but use a bed pan ar other convenience
for that purpose; and immediately send for
some qualified physician for advice. But
above all things, abstain from taking any of
the advertised nostrums that will flood the
city, and swallow no medicine unless prescrib-
ed by a competent physician.

The Commissioners of Health are doing
all in their power for the putrifaction of the
ciy, and the protection of the people; but it
must be evident toall that they cannotdo every-
tning, and would therefore respectfully call
upon their fellow-citizens to co-operate with
them in every possible way in their power.

Scurces of impurity and filth may exist
without the knowledge of the public authori-
ties, and every citizen should feel the ne-

cessity of keeping a watchful supervision !

-wver his own premises, and whea individual
efforts are inadequate for their removal, they
should call upon the board for aid and assist-
ance,
Iear and despondency are the great sources
of danger in epidemics, but more especially
_iu-cholera than in any other.
" * \While, therefore, we would urge unou all
RS A
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our citizens the use of every prudentiai ang
precationary measure, let them preserve g
calm and composed state of mind, cheerfy]
heart, and dispel all fear—and by a confiding
trust in an allwise and merciful Providence,
we can reasonably hope to escape this scourge,
if we implicitly obey His laws.
Lewis A. SaYrg, M. D.,
Resident Physician,

————

The Ecclesiasti(ia,l ?itatisties of Scot.
. an

.

THE following attempt to approximate to
the ecclesiastical statistics of Scotland, while
it does not pretend to perfect accuracy, is
believed (says the Edinburgh Courant) to be
very much nearer the truth than any detailed
statement of recent years. At all events, as
the evidence is given for every step taken in
the estimate, the worth of it may be weighed.

THE U. P, CHURCH.

1.—-In 1864 tne ministers of the U. P,
Church performed 10,756.baptisms, of which
1155 were in England, leaving for Scotland
9601. Of these, 69 were cases of adult bap-
tism. ‘The number of children born in
Scotland, whose parents were members of
the U. P. Church in 1864, was therefore
9532. But there were born in Scotland dur-
ing that year 112,445 children. Heuce the
number of U. P. adherents in Scotland was
1in 11 7-9 (say 1 in 12). Taking the Re-
gistrar General’s estimate of the population,
this would make the number of adherents
about 270,000. i

2.—The marriage statistics of 1860 (the
subseqaent years make hardly any difference)
show that 2837 marriages were performed by
U. P. ministers. The entire numter in Scot.
land was 21,225. The U, P. weddings were
therefore 1 in 7§ of the whole, which would
give 420,000 as the number of adherents.

3.—The number of communicants in the
U. P. Church in 1864 was 170,590, of whom
15,150 were in England, leaving 155,440
for Scotland. The number of persons at.
tending U. P. Churches in 1864 was 199,101,
of whom 21,835 were in England, leaving
177,266 for Scotland. If we multiply the
| number of communicants by 24 for adherents,
I'we have 388,000, or 1 in 8 of the population
of Scotland. 1f we multiply the number of
attendants by 2} for the number of adher-
, ents, we have 398,848, or nearly 1 in 8.

4. The Education Commissioners issued
last year a series of questions, the replies to
which embrace the number of children at ail
! the schools of the country, and the religious
| denominations with which they were connect-

ed, Were these stalistics complete, we
should have a fair approximation to the num-
| ber of adherents belonging to all the Church-
, €35 as it is presumed that (with the exceplivn
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of the Ruman Catholics, where children are: 243, ur 3 62 «f the populativn, Let the lat-
doubtless more numerous in the Irish fami- ! ter number be accepted, meantime, as the
lies) the proportion of adults to children is | move correct. .
alike in all Churches, ni.d that mistakes in| 3.—There is another test.  An article in
gathering in the statistics would aflect all, the Iee Chureh Record for May 1865, nar.
equally.  The following are the statistics rates the incressing number in the Free
affecting the U, P. Church in three districts ; Church DPreshytery of Glasgow, states the
of the country, taken without selection, and as ; number of communicants in that Presbytery
they could be had:—In the Presbytery of ' as 26,000, and adds that this number is reck-
Auchterarder, with a population of 23.216G, loned “to bhe ahout a tenth of the whole
there were present at the Registrar’s visits, , Church.”  Such a statement is the wmore
in all the schools visited, 8196 children, of likely to be accurate from the fict that fuil
whom 879 belanged to the U, P. Church, statisties of membership, &e. have been
which would represent its adherents as about frequemly edlected in the Free Cnurelr,
2900, or one-eighth of the populution. In  theugh (so far as is known) not pubished.
the country parishes of the Preshytery of, If, thon, the Free Church communicants num-
Edinburgh (excluding the parish of Dudding- ] ber 260,000, this number moltiptied by 24, us
ston, whose statistics are not in possession) | was done with the U. P. Church, would give
there were present in ail the schools 2168, 630,000 as the number of adherents; or if
children, of whom 302 belenged to the U. P. | the number of communicants bear the sam»
Church, or about one-seventh of the popula- - proportion to adherents as in the U. .
tion. In the Presbytery of Perth, 12 country | Church, we should have 653,864, ‘laking

parishes, with a population of 11,697, had at
the registrar’s visits 13531 children at school,
of whom 339 belonged to the U. P. Chureh,
o one in 4% of the yopulation.
5.—~Now, if these various statistics be tak-
en together, we have the following :—By
baptisms, the U. P. Church numbers 270,-
§00 ; marriages, 420,000 ; communicants,
~ say 388,600 ; attendance, say 398,848 ; edu-
| cation statistics (average*), 479,800. The
| baptismal test must, for many reasons, be
" deemed by far the most accurate. But tak-
irg the average of all the results, we have
391,449, which represents the utmost number
of the U. P. adherents, being about one.
¢ighth of the population of Scotland.

‘THE FREE CHUKCH.

For the Free Church, the statistics are not
so complete” nor the results so easy to be ar-
rived at, nor so confidently to be asserted.

1.—The marrisge statistics of 1860 show
that out of 21,223 marriuges, 4870 were per-

. formed by Free Chureh ministers; which

i would represent the Free Church adherents
as 700,000, or one in 43 of the populaiion of
Scotland.

3.—~In the education statistics hefore re-
ferred to, the number of Free Church chil-
deen was as follows ;:—In Preshwety of
Auchterarder, out of 3196 childret, 37 per
cent belonged to the Free Churc':; in the

Presbytery of Perth, 24.5 per cent; in the |
'
[In the BEdinbu.gh list, 36€ out of,
_2168; in Perthehire, 332 out of 1531;
in Auchterarder, 1205 out of 3196.] ‘L'ke|

country ‘parishes roun ' Edinburgh, 16 per
cent,

average of the three by districts is 25.6 per
cent; by numbers, is 27.6 per cent. The
former would give 780,000 as the adherents
of the Free Church, of about a quarter of
the population ; the atter would give 861,

*This average is by districts, end is rather too
favourable.

'the latter as the larger number, this test
! would represent the Free Church as number-
jing nearly one-fifih of the population of
Scotland.

. 4.--Takingtheaverageo! the three tests thus
. applied, and choosing the larger figures in the
two latter cases, we have the following:—
By marriage, the Free Church numbers 700,-
000 ; education statistics. 861,243 ; commu-
nicants—say, 655,864. The average gives
739,035, being 23.6 per cent. or 1in 4 15
of the population. 'The U. P. and the Free
Church tuken together stand thus:—U. P.
Church—number of adherems, 391,449 ;
Free Church, 739,035; total, 1,130,484.
T'his is about 36 per cent. of the whole po-
pulation, or 1 in 2 8-11.

THE CHURCH OF SCUTLAND.

Can we make any similar caleulations with
regard to the adherents of the Church of
Scotland ?

1.—T'he marriage statisties of 1860 show
- that out of 21,225 marsiages, 9705 were per-
"formed by miristers of the Chureh of Scot-
“land, or 45.73 per cent. This would repre-
i sent the adherents of the Church as 1,426,-
1480, or about 1 in 2-11 of the whole popula-

tion.
2.—In the country parishes around Edin-
burgh, out of 2168 children present in ail
I'schouls, 1269, or 58 per cent. were children
l'of Church of Scotland parents. In the
country parishes around Perth, out of 1531,
822, or 53 per cent. belonged to the Church;
and in Auchterarder Preshytery, out of 3196,
1542, or 48 per cent. Taking tne average of
these by districts, we have 53 per cent. be-
longing to the Church, which for the whole
of Scotland would give 1,653,011 as the
number of adherents; taking the average
by numbers, we have 52.9 per cent, or
1,649,778, or morae than a half of the whole
pojpulation.

3.—Taking as before the average of the -

»
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%o testa employed, and takisg the smaller 1 From the Halifax Presbytery, - 10,638 m

)
fizuro for the latter, we have the following :— | ** Pictou Presbytery, -« 553369
By marriages, the Chureh >f Scotland num- l . l\‘)t }}o}l';‘lal’f‘d }l’rcsb)lexy. ?gg l"-;
bers 1.426,280; by rducation statistics, | v Interest 1,026 4i
1,640,778 average 1,536,020, But as lhel ——
education statisues are entively from  the | $17,498 4

‘eaur try districts, where the Church is strong- - The sum put down as received from the P..
er than it is in town, we take the marriaze ! ton Preshytery includes the first subseripiis
veturp, though probably below the mark. | of Belfast congregation, P. L. 1., and the sup,
Twven with this deduction, the adherents of | collected by Messrs. McCunn and )’ICG]’GS‘"
the Church of Scotland stand, as compared ; in Charlottietown, P. E. I. Tt would be wej
with ather churches, as follows :— I that the ‘Creasurer of the Pictou Presbyten’

Chuich of Scotland, - - - 1,426,280 ; should send to the Record a statement of thy

Free Charch, - < - 739,035 exacl sources that have contributed, to maks
U. P. Chureh - - - 391,449 up their sum total, whether congregations o
- 1130484 { individunals. The above statement will by

In round numbers, the Church has 300,000 : approximately correct if $300 more or lessl;

adherents more than her two rivals put to-
gether, and embraces one-half of the popu-
lation of Scotiand. HMer communicants (at
‘the same rate as those of the other churches)
would be 570,512,and her attendants, 633,900,

The ather churches 1 Scotland, according
40 the marriage returas, stand as follows:—
Roman Catholics, 265,000; Episcopalians,
59000 ; other churches, no church, and
those not specified, 236,000.

—————

New Church at Strait of Canseau.

A correspondent rends the fullowing to the
‘Colonial Standard s—-

When the Rev. Mr. Brodie visited the
Straiz of Canseau Just February, he found
thet the adherents of the Church of Scot-
land had to organize themselves, and put
‘forth an effort to erect a Church, which was
much required there. All efforts to co-ope-
rate with the Union Body, as the whole Pres-
‘byterian population is not large, was opposed
by the Union minister s0 emphatically that
they at once opened a subsciption list and ob-
tained about £150. Messrs. Clough very
kindly gave a fine site on a gentle hill,
valued at £30. Three Trustees—Messrs.
‘Bkinner, Cameron, and W. Cockil—were ap-
-appointed :o secure plans, and the frame is
by this time, I donbt not, on the ground. The
liberal spirit evinced by the people there,
‘will, 1 hope, induce others to assist them in
‘their undertaking. Our people at River
Inhabitants are also engaged in building a
new place of worship ; and both of these
districts will need exterral aid. We com-

- mend these settlements to the friends in
Nova Scotiz, and trust that the great efforts
that ere being put forth by the people them-
selves will induce our able friends to help.

JRSSY, Y——
Present State of vhe Church of Scot-
land Dalhousie College Endow-
ment Fand.

1. Tue following amounts have been re-
‘eeived up to March 1st, 1866, from the va-
.. /Xious Presbyteries :—

substracted from the amount credited to thy
Pictou Presbytery, and added to the P. L],
amount,

II. The above sum of 817,498 46, receir.
ed in all by the General Treasurer, has bes
disposed of as follows :—

In Mortgages, bear'g interest at 6 p. . $5.6000

Provineial Bonds, ** 9,000 ¢
Premium on do, ¢ «“ o 107
‘I'ravelling Expenses -~ - <« - 64
‘Two years of the Professor’s Salary, - 240w
Balance in band on March 1st, 1866, - 38t%

$17,4934

III, Trom the above statement, it appean
that $5,400 must yet be invested before our
work is completed. Of that amount, we my
calculate on receiving, before another month,
From Charlottetown and St. Peter’s and

Brackley Point Roads, P. E. I, - - S
From Third Instalment of Pictou Presby-

tery, only part of it having come in asyet 1%
From St, John, N.B., sum collected there

last fall, - - - - - -

- $2.40

This would leave the sum of $3,000 that
must be collected at once by a supplementary
fund, the balance now in hand being requirel
to meet the immediate demands for the Pro
fessor’s Salary, and say $500 additional be.
fore the sum total will be bearing interes.
How is this $3,500 to be raised ?

We may expect toreceive yet $300 at Jeat
of arrears from Halifax Presbytery. We
must raise the remaining sum of $3,200 by:
separate subscription at once, for every dayt
delay will make it swell to a larger sum. Al
must help, but especially the congregations
and individuals that have hitherto done Jinl
or nothing.

1V. The amount received from the Hali
fax Presbytery has heen made up as foilows.
Halifax City, - - - $10364 02

Little River, Musquodoboit, - 160 90
Truro, - - -~ - 114 00
$10,638 92

Evidently something may yet be expected
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from the two last named places, os their ori- ; Extracts from Rev. Mr. Charteris’

ginal subscription lists amounted to about:
The Musquodoboit names havo
The T'ruro names that

1200 each.
wot been forwarded.

make up the above amount are :—

QGunn, George

MecKay, Mr. and Mrs. Alexander,

McKuy, Miss -
MecLean, John A,

Mecl.eod, William -
McLeod, A.

Philip, Rev. William

S0
40
2

12

12

12
8

$l4

.

V. We nnw, in conclusion, give the nnmes ¢
; 2 i the Lo
of those ir [alifax who have puid in up
In the next aumber of the I

March 1st.

to
le-

cord, we shall give a statement of the T'rea-
surer’s receipts between March 1st and May

20th, 1866.

City of Halifax Subscriptions to the Dalhousic
College Evtdowment Fuud.

Admiral Sir James
Hope $251 11
Alexander, James 30 00
Anderson, Geo. 3000
Archibald, S. W. 15 00!

Avery, Dr. 300 00
Bauer, Mrs. 10 00
#Bauld, J. H. 800
*Bauld, W. H. 2000
Bremner, J.J. 20000
0'Brien, Mrs. 100

Brown, Mrs. Dr. 400
Burns, Adam 60 00
Chief Justice
Young 420 00
Campbell, J. B. 100 00
Cogswell, A, C. 6000
Cordwell, James 2 00
Coull, John 200
Donaldson, Jas. 100 00

Douglas, Angus 200
Douall, John 400 00
Doull, A. K. 200 00
Duffus, John 600 00

Duffus, Jumes B, 200 00
Esson, Williana 30 00
Esson, Geffrge 200 00
EBsson, Mrs. 20000
Faulkner, D. 120 00
Fleming,Sandford 20 00
Fletcher, Chas. 40 00
4Gibson, Johm 240 00
‘Grant, Alpin 40 00
Grant,Rev.G. M. 400 00
Gray, Robert 3000
Gray, George 200
Greenwood, Jas. 60 00
Hesson, William 60 00
Hill, Charles J. 2000
Hosterman, Mrs.

. 26 00
Hosterman, Chas 96 00
Hosterman. Jno. 120 00
Huonter, James 100 00
Huggan, Thos. 10 00
*Kandick, Wm. 6000
Keith, Hon. A. 600 00

Keith, D. G. 99 99
Keith, A., junr. 20 00
Knight, W.F. 8001

Law..n, Bdward 60 00
Letson, P. 20 00

Letson, R. W. $1500
Lindsay Murdoch 90 00
Lithgow, J. 40 00
*McDonald, J. S. 20 00
McDonald, John 4800
McDounald, James,
M.P. P. 80 00
McEwan, James 40 00
McDonald, Thos, 800
MeclIntosh. J. 2091
MecLean, George 100 00
«McKenzie, Geo. 20 00
McKenzie, Robert 6 00
MeNab, Hon, Jas. 40 00
*McLeod, Alex. 400 00
*McEachern, Jno. §00
MecLachlin, John 20 00
McKay, Adam 40 )0
*Malcolm, Robt. 100 00
#*Martin, Rev. J. 60 00

Murdoch, Wm. 81000
Murdoch, Chas. 200 00
Mitchell, G. P. 200 00
Mitchell, A. 100 00
Noble, Robert 60 00
Nobie. S. 20 00
Neal, W. H. 200 Ou
Ross, David 40 0V

*Reeves, James {800
Scott, Rev. John 96 00
Scott, James 180 00
Skimmings,R.J.200 00
Sinclair, John A, 240 00
Sinclair, A. 8 00
Sutherland, Wm. 40 00
#Taylor, Capt. J. 80 00
*Taylor, John 40 00
*Thompson, Jas. 120 00
Thompson, James.
(Lawyer), 240 00
Thompson, Cath-
cart 180 GO
*Urquhart, Robt. 20 09
Vass, Miss 100 0v
Wilson, Thomas § 00
Wilson, Miss 100
Wiswell, C. E. 8000
Williamson, Mrs. 60 00
Watt, J. 100 00

$10,364 02

¢ Those marked with an asterisk belong to

8t Andrew’s Church.

Speech on the Sabbath Question,
[ Seiected for the * Monthly Record.”]

| The theories of the origin and obligation
|of the Christian Sabbath may be grouped
under four heads—three of which (in this
l country at least) may he called after the names
lof their most distinguished supporters:—
| 1st, That of Paley, which declares the assemb-
| ling on the Lord’s-day to be Divine, the rest-
1 ing merely human, though the rest is consid-
. ered binding, because of its beneficial pur-
i poses. 2.1, That of Whately, which regarda
d's-day as merely of ecclesiastical
 aathority, resting on the same basis as Christ-
mas or Holy Thursday. When Whately urg-
ed this theury as a reason for keeping the
Lord's-day on the inhabitants of his diocease,
his address, as may be supposed, was distin-
guished by so very lamentahle alack of rea-
sons, as amply to disprove itself. 3d, The
theory of Hessey (which, if I mistake nat, is
that which Dr. McLeod adopts, thaugh at
times he seems to verge an that of Whately),
asserting that the day of Christian vest has
no connection with the Fourth Command-
ment, but is Divine and obligatory, because
based on the command of inspired apostles.
4th, ‘I'he opinion held by our own Church—
that the keeping of one sacred day in seven
comes with all the obligation of a divine com-
mand, (1) as being a law of God for all men—
(2) as being a moral precept of the Decalogue
—and that, (3) for the particuler day we can
plead the example and authority of the apos-
tles. Without dwelling at all en the three
first-mentioned of these theorics, let me say,
merely in reference to the last view—thut
held by the Church of Scotland—that I think
I could show, did time permit, that we bhave
convincing and ciear Spiritual authority for
each of its three parts. * * ¢ Thore i3
just one thing that I would like to suy. I
am conscious that the notices in the Fathers
are rather statements of facts than expositions
of theory; that for three centuries they do
not connect the Lord’s-day with the Fourth
Commandment, and Dr. McLeod enlarged
eloquently on the fazt, I am not amazed at
it, for the Sabbath question was not the chief
one in those early days. Butsince he founds
greatly upon it, I challenge him to show me
one single passage in any ecclesiastical writer
of the first three eaaturies which attributes
the origin of Sunday observance to the au-
thority of the apostles, It seems to me that .
his theory will find that & much harder diffi-
culty than ours, which is dependent only on
the law and the testimony. And then, fur-
ther, I wouid have him show me one single
passage in the New Testament which even
alludes to rest as part of the observance of
the Lord's-day, which seems even to contem-
plate that it was to be a day of such social,
spiritual, and bodily refreshmnent as we know =
that man nceds; for while we say the silence. - ~
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«f Scri; ture on the point is accounted for Dy
eceeprance of the moral command of the De-
calvpue, T am utterly at a loss 10 know how
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It is to act on the principle of 1ts own Chris.
tian freedom limited on the one hand, as |
have said, by that inability to purchase this

cur fivods can make up the yequirements of | freedom at another’s expense, and, on the

the sacted day alter they have thrown the
Old ‘lustament averyonrd. * & *

i hold myself fiee on the first day of the
week 10 do what promotes my own spiritual
well-being, responsible to God, and 1o God
ouly, for what I do, and that I toke to be
keeping the Sabhuth.day holy to the Lord,
avd resting to Him. But the twofold limiw-
tion wuat be keptinmind. On the one hand,
I buve no right to purchase this spiritual im-
provement ut my feliow.cieatures’ expense.
God, who kuew our selfishness, when he bade
Israel rest, bade him let his caitle, and his
siaves, and the strangers living within his
gates, rest too, lest he should be resting and
they working for his gain. And just so—
though it is but an illustrarion—just so, I
have no right on the Lord’s-day to purchase
my Christian freedom or my spiritual privi-
leges at the cost of my fellow.creatures’ rest.
And there is another limitation as stringent
as that.  * All things are {awful for me, but
all things are not expedient.  If meat make
my brother to offend, T wiil ent no flesh while
the world standeth, lest T make my brother
to offend.” An icol is nothiag; ux idol sacri-
fice isnothings meat that had been presentedin
an ido} shrine was neither better nor worse
than if it had wever been there, hut yet if
there were men who thought that by eating
that meat St, Paul, or any other Christian,
was doing reverence to the idol, he was for-
bidden to partake. And so there are many
things, Moderator, and fathers, and brethren,
that I have often felt to be perfectly right and
fair for me —things that would have done me
good on the Lord’s-day—from which I seru-
pulously abstained, because I knew I should
have heen misconstiued; for though they
were weaker brethren, in my opinion, that
would have misconstrued me, still they were
hrethren, and I would not offend even them.
And thus, after all that Dr. Macleod said of
the impossibility of keeping the Fourth Com-
mandment, I repeat that I can keep it, net
perfectly—God forbid that I should say that
—hut as perfectly as I can keep any other
commandment of the law of love,  He speaks
much of Christian freedom ; I find my Chris-
ian freedom in oheying the Fourth Com-
mandment ; in remembering the Sabbhath-
day and keeping itholy to the Lord. Then,
pushing this a little farther—a nation, a cor-
poration, a company, just because each of
these unions of men consists of men, has, and
ought 0 have, Christian liberty, and is and
ought to be, responsible for the exercise of
it, and I say every rule that applies to the
individual applies also to the nation—so that
the nation in its enactments, the corporation
or company in its preceedings, is to do what
it believes to be right and good, aud tending

to good, as keeping a day holy to the Lord. !

[

" other hand, by that danger of making othy

brethren to cffend, I need notdwell on thew
views. It is admiited by all the best Chris.
tians i9 our land, and it is a great hlessing
that it is sv admitted, that every body of
men, juined together for any public purpose
have a corporate conscience and a corjorate
responsibility appointing them to do what in
them lizs to keep for themselves, and enable
others to keep the Sabbath-day holy.

‘There 12 just one point of view I may men.
tion in a parenthesis ere I hurry to be done,
and it is this—We are not to make the
Lord’s-day a day of gloom; and Christian
parents and others having charge of youtn
must seek God's help, (and I know not for
what they will need it more), to tell them how
to make it a day distinctively religious, and
vet not a day of gloom and dread. Tn
poirt of fact, I believe it cannot be a gloomy
day it it is really a holy one. There ae
many, of conrse, whe think everything reli.
gious gloomy—to whom heaven itself would
be dull. Such people, do what we will, we
can never conciliate until we crowd, as they
do on many parts of the Continent, our dane-
ing parties and the benefit nights of the actors
of the theatres within the compass of the day.
light of the Lord’s-day. It is a day when we
are to remember our Master, and to have a
religion like that which was His—loving 1o
God and kind to man ; a day when we are to
rest from sin, and shame, and work, and
care—a day devoted to kind deeds and holy
thoughts—to happy family intercourse, to
blessed neighbourly charity, and to holy
spiritual communion with the God and
Father of our spirits. We shall never sue.
ceed in making men think it not gloomy—
some men, I mean—if it is in itselfreligious;
hut we are to strive that whatever they may
think, it shall not be in its own nature
gloomy. * * * And thus I believe that
we can hold the sacred and perpetual obliga-
tion of the Decalogue, because it is a moral
law—that we can hold this most firmly, and
at the same time have all the Christian lib-

erty which others would purchase by throw- .

ing the Decalogue from them. And when I
see in other countries, or when I hear at
home, descriptions of Sabbaths, not like this
of Scotland, [ am glad that both in the coun-
try and in the, town we have fathers, and
mothers, and children enjoying theit day of
rest, and trocping to the house of God ; and
when 1 see it, there seems to me—and the
metaphor, [ think, would bear examination
—there seems to me to be upon our Sabbath
a sober stillness like that of our mountain
heights, hearing, as they do, the impress of the
Creator’s hand.
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Notes of the Month.

THE past month has been characterised by
considerable political excitement in the mother
country.  On there-assembling of Parliament

" after Laster, the Chancellor of the Exchequer

moved the second reading of the Reform Bill
which had been introduced on the 12th of
Maren. Theamendment was moved by Lord
Grosvenor, and powerfully seconded by Lord
Stanley. The Conservative party express
themselves favourable to an extension of the
franchise, but assert that, as a redistribution
of seats is8 a more pressing reform, it is
proper that the House should first know the
whole scheme of the Government as to redis-
wibution.  ‘There has been much apathy
smong the working classes or the question,
which all the efforts of Mr. Bright and Co.
heve not sufficed to remove. It is thought
that the Government shall have a majority of
trenty, but there is eviderce that many sup-
porters are reluctant, alarmed at the demo-
catic tendencies of the Bright-policy, and
probably ready to introduce nullifying
smendments into the bill in Committee. A
motion was introduced in the Commons to
inquire into the state of the Irish Church.
On the European continent, Austria and
Prussia are menacing war, having quarrelled

over the spoil which they had unlawfully
wrested from little Denmark. It is thought
that they will not come to blows, restrained
ot by the federal prirciple, but by self-in-
terest, as the ultimate issues likely would be,
that [taly would gain Venetia, and France the
Provinces of Federal Germany south of the

Rhine.

Social, movements in Britain, apart from
the Rinderpest and Reform, have been peace-
ful and interesting. As the Government
wonld not appoint a Fast on account of the
plague, the Archbishop of Canterbury did.
The matter has given birth to a discussion
upon 1he use of Fast days and control of
God over the world—the old coutroversy
concerning the auntagonism hetween a super-
intending Will and fixed laws. An English
rector publishes a sermon in which he refuses
to mourn on account of the scarcity of roast
beof, and a Scotch minister overtures the As-
sembly in the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr to
inquire into sacramental Fast days, which
motion is carried. The argument is now
commonly urged, that on Fast days we ought
either to fast from food—keep them as de-
signed, or not have them at all. The wor-
shippers of Thomas Carlyle had an intellec-
wal and devotional feast when lately he was
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inaugurated as Rector of the University of
Glasgow. The Chelsea prophet was carried
by the modern spirit of inspiration to Music
Hall, Edinburgh, appeared before his adorn-
ing hero-worshippers in very high shirt.col-
lars, and, with hair accumulated upon his
¢ beetling brow,” and discoursed in wondrous
diction for an hour and a halfto an enraptur-
ed audience. His advices were full of
thought—his views and style quaint and
odd, his language far clearer, more natural,
and more like that of an ordinary being en-
dowed with strong common sense, than is to
be found in his writings gernerally, and his
spirit far more reverent than we shauld have
expected. Truly he is a vigorous old man—
a man capable of great efforts at seventy, and
a credit to the nation—a man, the foundation
of whose mind is truty Scottizh, though deep-
ly imbued with German literature—a Scottish
granite mountain, covered with the clonds
and mists, and odd fantastic forms of Germah
th?ught, philosopical, poetical,and biographi.
cal.

WirH reference to the Church at Home,
we would direct attention to the statistical
calculations published in this number as to
the respective numerical strength of the dif-
ferent religious bodies in Scotland. Itis the
most satisfactory calculation on the subject
that we have'seen, and, the dates being given,
it is presented in such a form, that anv one
disputing the conclusions has access to the
premises. In spite of all that has been said
to the contrary, the Church of Scotland has
a much larger number of adherents than all
the other Presbyterian bodies.  So that the
frequently uttered predictions of the early
downfall of the Church as established, are
not Jikely to be fulfilled in our day. No
power witkout can injure the Church, if she
will only be true to herself, and sdvance in
every good work, proving nerself a blessing
to Scotland and tne world. -

THE proceedings of the Preshyterv of
Glasgow, with reference to Dr. McLeod, are
thusdesecribed in the Glasgow Herald :—* The
subject was discussed at considerable length,
with closed doors, and, as we have been in-
formed, took, in the first place, the form of a
motion for a committee to confer with the
reverend Doctor on some portions of his pub-
lished speech, which were presume to be op-
posed to the Confession of Faith, the motion
being made by Mr. Munro of Campsie, and
seconded by Dr. Park, of Cadder. M.
Charteris moved as an amendment that no
committee be appointed, and that whatever
proceedings took place in the matter should
come before the Presbytery as a body, This
was seconded by Mr. McGregor, of the Tron,
and on a division was carried by twenty-four
votes to eleven. Thereafter the Presbytery
considered Dr. McLeod’s speech, and at last
unanimously agreed to record en their min-
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utes somewhat, we believe, to'this effect—That
many of the statements in the speech were
consitlered by the Presbytery to be rash and
‘unguarded, and calculated to do harm. It
‘is understood that this finding also embodies
a'solemn and grave admonition to Dr. Me-
T.eod. We helieve that during the whole of
the proceedings the greatest harmony and
brotherly kindness prevailed, and that not
o%e '?ﬁemive word was uttered on ejther
side.

IN the Free Synod of Glaegow and Ayr,
An overture anent prevalent dectrinal errors
And certain views concerning subscription to
Confessions of Faith, was transmitted, and
asnother in favor of additional hymns in
public worship was not transmitted.

A ResoLUTION in favor of Confederation
has passed our Parliament. There is a lull
in the Fenian excitement. A powerful re-
action is said to have taken place in favor of
Confederation it New Brunswick, which, if
true, shows that the people may be appealed
to with safety in important questions,

WE would direct attention to the financial
statement of the Dalhousie Collegs TFund.
The question for our people is s how are the
£800 that are yet wanting, to be raised before
the meeting of Synod—the time agreed upon
originally, and indeed recessary to our ¢com-
fort? For surely it would "be a comfort to
know that we' were once fur all done with
this important effort! We " fear that the
wazlthy medbers of the Church will have
to look the question in the face, as our
olergy will likely complain of the vexaticus
Jabor of raising such a sum among the mem-
bership of the Church, in dollars and half
dollars, When a thing at all events kalllo
bedone, the sooner it is attended to the
hetter. Shall it be said that the whole Pres-
hyteries of Pictou and P. E. Island cannot
raise the one-half of this sum, that is, £400?
To say that they cannol would be a lihel
upon the prosperity with which Providence
hath blessed their industry, and to say that
they will not would be a libel upon their
Christianity, ’

ManY of our people, who remember Dr.
Fowler as s member of the second deputa-
tion, and the seasonable aid which he, as Con-
ver of the Colonia! Committee, in the year
1856, gave our weakened Church, will lament
his death. The death of Dr. Bryce is also
announced. A. D,
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Bums received by the, Treasurer on account
of the Foreign Mission Scheme.
From Georgetown, P.E.L., amount of col-

lection (£1 19s Island currency) $6 50
From River John, amount of collection
" (per Rev Mr McCunn)
$1150

JAMES J. BREMNER, Treasurer.
©“Halifax, N. 8., 12th April, 1366. .

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Amount of Monies _subscribed for Dalhousie
College Fund, &ec., at Georgeloron and
Cardigan, P. E. 1., and paid.

FOR DALHOUSIE COLLRGE.

Rev Alexander McWilliam £5 00
1. Gordon. Esq. 200
Mr A, McPnail 100
1. F. Kennedy 100

J. Smith 100
R. Munro 100
J.N.Cogswell 100
D. Dingwall 50
Thomas Cameron 50

J. Drysdale 50
Mrs. Conner 20
W. E, Allan 50
Captain L. J. Westaway 1100
Mrs Westaway 100
Mr A.C Stewart . 150
R. Shaw 410 0

J. Robertson 1100
Magnus More 10 0
Charles Crawford 10 0
William Alley 100
Charles Alley 50

A. McDougall 60
Mrs Stewart 100
Mr George Sutherland 50
Archibald McEachren 6 Y
Tonald Stewart 10 0
Duncan Stewart 50
John Kaneen 100
D. Menshin 100
£27 14 ¢

Home Mirsion (Geo’town & Cardigan) £1 10 0
Foreign Mission  do. do. 200
Young Men's Scheme 150

P. 8.—Of the £27 14s, paid for Dalhousie €ol-
lege, it may be stated that £7 6s. was formerly
paid, 1and isnow entered to complete the George
town list.

-—0

Contribuiions o Dalhousie College Fund
from New Glasgow congregation, &c.
[SUMS PAID TO JAMES PRASER, DOWNE, 25Q ]
William Cameron, Merigomish L0
John Cameron, Merigomish 400

Angus Grant, Merigomish
Donald McDonald, Marsh
Mrs McDonald, F. Mountain
William Fraser, Postmaster
[8UMS PAID TO REV. ALLAN POLLOK.]

James A. Grant, Viewfield
Allen McGregor Elder
Donald Sutherland, F. Mountain
William McDonald, Marsh
Donald McDougal
John McKercher
Mrs Jacksen

Also, by James Fraser. Downe, for Gairlod
Congregation, from David Sutherland, $115 37
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Monies received for Lay Association, Eas
Branch Ziast River Congregation, and
paid over to James Fraser, Junr., New
Glasgow, Treasurer.

Section 2—Miss Holmes £0 5 1
3—Miss M. McDenald 50
4—Miss Margaret Cumming 04
§—Miss Marshall g9

£1108

DONALD A.F. HOLMES, Secretary.



