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A LETTER
Addressed to the Non-cstablished Communions of Seelland.

—

BY EIR GEQORGE SINCLAIR, BART., OF ULBSTER.

The well-timed letter of Sir George Sinclair, now
attracting so much attention in Scotland, is decmed
so worthy of being extensively read in this Province,
that in addition to throwing off a few thousand copies
for circulation in pamphlet form, it has been judged
expedient to admit the whole of the letter into the
pages of the Tribune, together with the Preface, as it
appears in the pamphlet just alluded to; the inten-
tion to print an article in the last number, containing
the sentiments of the Preface, having been executed
in such a manner as to render the production of
another version absolutely necessary. .

——

PREFACE TO THE TIRST CANADIAN EDITION.

In sending forth a Canadian reprint of Sir George
Sinclair’s Letter, addressed to the non-established
communions of Scotland, the publisher is anxzious
that if§ admirable arguments should not be regarded
a3 exclusively, or even very peculiarly, applicable to
the Presbyterian sects of this Province ; and he there-
fore adopts this means of calling the attention of all
denomindtions to the sinful divisions which exist
among Christians, in the hope of leading some to join,
in efficiont labour, for the introduction of a better
state of visible Christian relationship.

Aware, however, that many scem to find it difficult
‘to distinguish between Christian union and sinful
latitudinarianism, it is necessary to state that the

union now contemplated is not a union of heteroge-
ncous clements—not a union of gold, silver, and
precious stones, with wood, hay, and stubble—not, &
union of partics holding the essential truths of Chris-
tianity, with others who deny or ignore them—not a
union of light and darkness, or of Christ and Belial ;
but 2 union of such, and, if possible of such only, as
have found grace to become the children .of God;
dear to hin as the apple of his eye ; each one in par-
ticular being & member of the body of Christ, the
Church of the living God ; a union, in a word, which
does in very deed already exist, needing only to be
freed from the fogs of bigotry, in order to have its
embrace of every real Christian seen and appreciated
by the world. . )

While such is the character of the union sought,
all charges of unscriptural latitudinarianism must
ever fall barmless at the feet of its advocates; for,
Iet this union be exemplified and consolidated to the
utmost extent of human conception, much of its com-
prehensiveness will remain unrealized, till its bles-
sings encircle the redeemed in the glory of heaven.

As,an approximation, however, to what should be,
it is considered necessary now to demarnd, by a vig-
orous advocacy :— ’

I. An incorporated union of all the Presbyterian
denominations of Canada.

II. A complete organized cmbodiment of all the
Methodist Chucches of the Province.

I A consolidated union of all the Evangelical
Bodies that consistently claim, for each local Church,
the right of absolute indépendency in all matters of
Church government.

IV, The fraternal alliance and intercommunion of
all Evangelical parties till they become one, through
successive acts of incorporation, matured and con-
summated, from time to time, as circumstances ren~
der them practicable.

Among the reasons that stand prominently forward,
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for the immediate advocacy and ultimate consum-
mation of these measures, might be mentioned

T

1st.—Tho well-known and pointedlly expressed
will of God, that divisions, nnd the assumption of
party namnes, should not bg perpetuated among his
people; but terminated and abandoned by all parti-
zang ceasing to ignore the unity of God’s family;
all mutually maintaining the godlike habit of ¢ for-
bearing one another in love.”

It is truly painful to see with what tenacity, many
professorg and some Christinns, maintain and insist
upon it as {heir right to discipline the family of God!
Every carthl- father, of & nuwerous housechold, has
been troublr 4, more or less, by the manifestations of
& determi..ation on the part of some of his children,
to maintain for themselves the right of secing that
all the rest performed their respective duties! and
although reprimanded by the father, until “seventy
times seven” would not exceed the number of his
reproofs, still, thesc officious ones are again and
again, found disturbing the happiness and peace of
the family circle, by assuming the parental authority
to the arrogant extent, of enforcing pains and disa-
bilities upon their equal brethren ; and thus, in like
manner, thousands of professors and christians, even
persist in cutting off from the Church, or from Church
privileges, those children of God who do not please
them in their outward forms of obedience, although
to these forms they consider themselves tied up by
the commands of their Divine Father! and thus
through their officious dictation, and lack of forbear-
ance, divisions and schisms are multiplied in the
family of God, against the express will and command
of its Supreme Head.

2nd.—The direct pernicious influence, of the pal-
pable divisions among the brethren of Christ, in for-
tifying the minds of the impenitent against the re-
ception of the Gospel.

So direct and potent is this influence for evil, that
judging it with the prayer of Christ in view, it seems
impossible to avoid the conclusisn, that the con-
version of the world is not to be expected, till these
destructive divisions cease; christians having put
away from among thém *all bitterness and wrath,
and anger, and clamour,” and evil speaking—no one
ahy longer being found judging, or setting at nought
his brother, or aitempting to lord it over him in any
manner ; all, notwithstanding their multitudinous
differences, d—elling together in the sweetest peace
and harmony, because mutually living “with -all
- lowliners.and meekness, with longsufféring, forbear-
ibg one another in love.” '

Let this full measuro of christian union become a
fact—a fact visible, and as it were palpable and
tangible to *the world,” then shall the preaching of
Christ crucified, fall, in massive, unbroken power
upon-the hearts and consciences of men, till & nation
gkall be born in a day, and “the mountain of the

Lord’s house shall be cstablished in the top of the
mountaing, and shall be exalted above the hills, and
all nations shall flow into it;"” so that “the earth
shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the
Lord, a8 the waters cover the sea.” Let each chris-
tian then, see to it, that he is doing his utmost to
secure the unity of the Church while he praysand
labours, “ that the world might believe.”

3rd.—The incorporated anion of the divided por-~
tions of the christian community, would result in
raising all the benevolent, and self-sustaining
schemes of the church, completely above embarrass-
bment, without requiring any increase in the present
annual rate of contributions.

Take a single scttlement in Canads, which can be
casily named, as the representatives of others. The
inhabitants of the block, or settlement, could all con-
veniently meet in one house, and when met, would
not form too large a congregation to be addressed by
one preacher; yet the population of this settlement
bave been at the expense of erecting four places for
public worship, the toil and expense of building
three of whicly, is simply a costly sacrifice laid on the
altar of carnal divisions—time and labour, which, if
properly expended, wounld have placed the christian
bencvolence of the community in question, far in the
ascendant; as without doing any thing more than -
they have done, they might have built three edifices
for the worship of God, in the midst of destituté and
poor coramunities, where they are greatly needed;
while they, notwithstanding this munificent liberality,
would not only enjoy themselves much better in one
compact assembly, than in four léan, scatiered and
jealous groups, but also secure to themselves at the
same time, a snug annual saving, equal in value, to
the care, toil and cost, of warming, lighting, cleaning,
and keeping in repair, three edifices constantly used
as places of public worship! And then, by giving
their onec minister the salaries which they now give
to two, he would be lifted above the necessity of
living under a load of pecuniary embarrassment, and
enabled to enjoy the Iuxury of giving of his substance,
to such objects as properly claimed hissupport. But
this is not all, the settlement in view, after doing al}
that has been suggested, would still have the annual
salaries of two of their four ministers on hand, which
they might appropriate, in paying annually, one third
of the salary of each of the ministers labouring in
the distant settlements, in the midst of each of which,
their princely liberality had erected a commodious
edifice for the worship of the living God. All this,
be it observed, might be accomplished by the popu-
lation referred to, at an important, yearly saving, on
their present rate of expenditure; and, what may
well excite surprise and astonishment, the whole of
the people still remain, precisely what they now are,
in name, doctrine, and worship, PRESBYTERIANS !

4th.—The consummation of the union-measures
already suggested, would render the present sppply
of ministers amply sufficient for all legitimate de-
mands, and relieve the denominations from the prev-
alent woeful forebodings, of an approaching general
destitution of ministers, -

But why these forcbodings ? Is it not true that
there i3 scarcely a village to be found in Canads,
however small, that does not exhibit on each Lord's
day, from #wo to four ministers of the gospel, preach-
ing at'the same hour to.23'many scparate parties ! all
of which, if formed into onc congregation, would sel-
dom constitute an assembly sufficiently large, to place

any part of the hearers beyond thoreach of the speak-
er's voice ? .

N -
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Now the people would all like to meet to}ethcr in
one assembly, and they know if it could be brought
about on cquitable principles, that they would oll
enjoy themselves much better than it is possible for
them to do, while meeting in two or four distinct
groups. And cach of the ministers aduits, frankly,
that it is extremely discouraging to continue preach-
ing from sabbath to sabbath, to & seattered fragment
of » congregation : and he alse, knows well that a
full assembly would obtzin from him far superior
sermons, by lifting from his heart a depressing load
of discouragement, conscyuent on witnessing {hin,
denth-like congregations. Is it not obvious then,

if the union-measures now suggested were realized,

that preachers and people would all enjoy their
respective positions much better than under existing
circumstances ; and that on cach Lord’s day, each
village and town instead of not having enough, would
have from one to three ministers to spare? This
surplus, a united churck would have the means of
sending iuto the highways and hedges, for the pur-
pose of building up congregations, where the people
are scattered as sheep without o sheplerd; and thus
a minister of the Gospel would be found, to meet every
legitimate demand.

In relation to the practicability of the measures
now proposed, none can deny that much of the ap-
proximating work is alrecady accomplished. Thirty
years ago, it wis a common occurrence to hear Pres-
byterian and Methodist ministers, reciproeally pro-
nouncing each others distinctive doctrines, “damna-
ble heresies !”’—A Presbyterian Meeting House, in
which the writer constantly worshipped God in the
days of his youth, was witlun a few rears afler its
ercction, absolutely abandoned by the minister, be-
cause the trustees allowed a Methodist clergyman to
preach within its walls! Parties are still living,
who attest it to be 2 fact, vithin theit personal recol-
lection, that the Presuyterian Burghers, m Scotlandy
avould not allow a servant of their membership, to
join with his master in family worship, if that mas-
ter happeued to be a Presbyterian Awvtiburgher !
Who, in the days of suchoccurrences, could have ven-
tured to pronounce the coming together of these
bodies practicable! Yet the approximating work
was cormmenced, and completed ; and®several years
have already passed, since their incorporated union
was happily established, so that they are now, and
have been for years, mutually enjoying full commu-
nion and fellowship together, as constituent pnrts of
the United Presbyterian body. In the light of such
historical facts, it is difficult to conceive, how any
one cen hesitate to admit, the practicability of the
urions suggested.

As 1o the manner of effecting these unions, it is cer-
tainly safe to state, that all who clearly see their im-
portance, should, at once, begin to call the sttention
of their neighbours to the subject; determined never
to rest from the agitation, till the scripture measure
of christian umion, is fully enjoyed by the saints on
earth.

In a1l those localities, where the church-going
population is barely sufficient to form one good con-
gregation, measures might at once be taken, to pre-
vent its being weekly broken into fragments. If
within the-limits of such congregation, two, three,
or moro evangelical charches have been organized;
et it be determined by the ministers, if they.aresin
the advance of the people, that two of them shall not
be found preaching at the same hour,in thatcommu-
nity. Letthem meet together and fix upon a plan
for the year, that will give to each minister, such g
number -of -appointments to fill, as ghall-bear- the

A

same proportion to tho whole number of the year's
appointments,which the number of hisadherents sus-
tains, to the aggregate number of all the adherents
in congregationul connexion with the contracting,
parties. In corresponding loculitiee, where the peb-
ple are'more in favour of union than their ministers,
let them meet together, and inform their ministers,
that they are not to be separated in the public wor-
ship of God; that they are prepared to hear such of
themin rotation as may be willing to conform tos plan
of appointments, as equitable as the one just stated;
while those who will not so conform, they havedeter-
mined to leave to find congregations for themselves.
In some such manner, many of the most prominent
advantages of the unions desired, might be realized
imwedintely, in every community, whero either the
ministers or the people are determined to enjoy
them. *

LETTER.

When a well-mansfed and well-equipped vessel is
pursuing its prosperous course o'er the' smooth sur-
face of « summer sea, the' passengers, on whom no
responsibility devolves, most wisely and most will-
ingly abstair from en uncalled-for and presumptuous
interference with its management and cvolutions ;—
they still continue to pursue the same prudent sys-
tem of passiveness when there is a mighty tempest
on the ocean, and when Jhe ships of a fierce and
foreign foe are seen bearing down from a distance,
ifthey can rely upon the skill and trustworthiness
of the commander, and of those in authority under
him. But if, whilst the sea works still more furious-
ly, and is terapestuous against them, and the hostile
fleet is rapidly approaching,*they are compelled by
irrefragable and alarming evidence to conclude, that
the captain and his officers are not only lukewaria
but treacherous; and that, whilst they are so acting
as to place the vessel at the mercy of their enemies,
and dispatching to them whole boatloads of provis-
ions and ammunition, they lavish all their counte-
nance and all their confidence ou the least efficient
members of the crew, and frown upon all such as,
being impressed with & conviction of the common
danger, presumo to address them in the language of
expostulation and rebuke, it becomes not only ths -
right, but the duty, of every passenger to try and ar-
rest the: machinations of perfidy and treason, by
lifting up an honest and indiguant testimony, lest
the ship, which isin jeopardy every hour from the
ceaseless activity of its foes, and the criminal apath:
of its defenders, should sink like lead into the mighty
waters.

Such, my friends, has, in my judgment, during
a course of years been, and duch is at the present
moment, the position of Protestantismin Great Bri-
tain. The political horizon has presented a lower-
ing aspect.  The blackness of Popish darkiess has,
‘«pecially in England, been gradually assiming a
more formidable hue, The encmy’'s flcet has been
strengthened by numerous desertions from our own
ports. None of our most eminent statesmen of any
party-—none of those connected either with -the late
or with the present Cabinet, have shown any dispo-
sition to cope with the difficulties of this critical
emergency in & spirit of scrigtural an@ energetic
faithfulness. On the contrary,they vie with each
other in the alacrity and promptitude with which
they succumb to every Popish claim, and’in the cold ~
superciliousness with which they repel every Pro-

testant remonstrance. 'Whig-radical prints and poli.
ticians lay it down as an .incontroveitible axion 3.

-
-
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that their Conservative opponents have not sertipled
to purchase power at the expense of principle. The
Tory press and Tory partisans unhesitatingly aud
unanimously retaliate by asserting, that the Ministe-
rial ¥ Amalgamated Society” has sacrificed Protes-
tantism at the shrine of place. Almnost every dis-
passionate spectator, who has sworn fealty to ncither
faction, perceives so much cogency in the proofs
adduced by cach party in support of the charges
which are urged against the other, that he yields a
most cordial acquiescence to the averments and ar-
guments of both. At such a crisis, I, as & humble,
individual, have deemed it my duty to wicli my pen
in promoting the exposure of Popisht dclusions, and
stimulating the resistance to Popish usurpations;
and I now venture to address you, my friends, in re-
ference to another, and I had almost said cognate
subject, upon which it seems to me to be of argent
and paramount importance that the respected bodics,
to whose deliberate attention these pages are more
particularly submitted, should pronounce a frank
and well-matured deliverance. ,

There is not, in my judgment, any measure which
would so manifestly tend to ensure the stulility of
Protestant truth, invigurate the oppusition to Pup-
ish encroachment, and further the moral, sucial, and
cconomical well-being of the Scottish people, as a
hearty and formal incorporation of our uacndowed
Presbyterian denominations into one compact and
influential Church. I intend, on this oviasion, to
dwell as little as possible upun the pusition of uther
religious bodies, whether supported by the State or
not ; my sole aim being to effect, if possible, a firm
and permanent union between the parties to whom I
have specizally alluded.

To promote harmony, and heal Lreaches amongst
Christians, has for many years lLeen the desire of
my heart, and the principle of my actions. My
friend Dr. M'Crie has inserted, in his admirable bio-
graphy, the correspondence which I carried on, up-
wards of thirty years ago, with Lis illustrious fa-
ther, in reference to this subject. Foresecing, more-
over, that the evils inseparable from the workings
of the lay-patronage system, which has always
been so distasteful to the most religious portion of

the Scottish people, might in time lead tv a disrup-

tion in the Established Church, I took an active part,
along with my late revered friend, Dr. Andrew
Thomson, about the year 1822, in the formativn of

.2 Society for effecting its abolition ; and when re-

clected to Parliament, after o lung interval of seclu-
sion, I obtained in 1833 the appointment, and pre-
sided over the deliberations, of a Committee, by
which that momentous question was carcfully inves-
tigated : but finding, that there esisted amongst all
the most eminent statesmen of all partics a deep-
rooted and unalterable conviction, that patronage s
an essential element in the constitution of an Lstablished
Churck, or, as Sir Robert Peel characterised it,
the link whick connects the Church wulk the State,
I ceased to carry on an unavailing struggle, and

‘took no further concern in ecclesiastical matters un-
‘il 1841, when I exerted all my energies in attempt~

ing to prevent the Disruption. From attachment
1o the Establishment principle, I remained during
several years in .connection with the Endowed
Charch, and corresponded with Dr. Chalmers as to

‘the possibility of fpuniting the two great bodies,

which had separated from cach other in 1843. It
appeared to me, however, in process of time, that
the ecclesiastical policy of the Establishment was
characterised by grasping and worldly-minded exclu-
siveness,; that, in the case of many evicted chapels,

they enforce the letter of the law, and set at defi-
ance the spirit of the Gospel; and that the affairs of
the uncndowed cummunions were conducted on a far
svunder, and more sciiptural basis; insomuch that I
resolved, abuut three years ago, to renew my con-
nextivn with the old and respected friends who had
become members of the Free Church at its original
iustitution. Tmore lately took pains to forward the
auspicicus consummation, in virtue of which, in
1852, the majority of the Ongiual Seceders becane
incorporated with the Free Church ; norhave I been
tvanting in cudeavours to remove the scruples of the
protesting m.nisters, and persuade them to follow the
example of the brethren who, at that period, join-
cd us.

Iaving for some time considered it highly desir-
able that the union, in respect of which I now use
the {reedom to address you, should be brought about,
I entered last year into a correspondence on the sub-
ject with sotae leading members of our own church,
as well as with my respected friend, Dr. John Brown,
of the United Presbyterian body, and others ; who
all concurrcd ith me as to the importance and ex-
pediency of accomplishing this olject, if it could be
achicved on terms honourable and satisfactory to all
parties,—the only terms on which I myself could
posssibly wish that it should ever take place. Un
my arrival .t Edinburgh, Iengaged in a full and fa-
milier discussion of the subject with a fow of our
mdst cmineat ministers, and also with Drs. Harper
and Andrev: Thomsun, two of the most distinguished
and influential pastors of the Uhited Presuvyterian
communion, besides discussing fully the nicrits of
the question with Dr. Goold, and more briefly with
Dr. Symington, two highly esteemed and eminent
ministers ¢f the Reformed Presbyterian denowmina-
tion, The onversations which took place between
myself and all these venerable men were so ¢ncour-
aging, that Iat length resolved to invite them to
meet at my house, in order that we might Lave an
opportunity for a friendly, dispassionate, and unre-
served consideration of the whole question.® Ac-
cordingly, cn Thursday the 2d of February, certain
distinguishc¢ d members of these difierent budics as-
sembled,—six of whom were connected with the Freo
Chiurch, while five belonged to the United, or Re-
formed Pre:byterian denominations. Lord Panmure,
and others, were unavoidably prevented from hon-
vuring the mceting with their presence, but express-

ed a friendly interest in regard to its proceedings.
I never was present at a more interesting, harmo-
nious, and satisfactory conference. The advantages
and difficulties incident to the plan were discussed
and canvasred in the best spirit, and with the most
pleasing result. It was at length unanimously de-
termined, that certain gentlemen connected with each
body should hold occasional meetings for the further
prosccution of an object, the accomplishment of
which was, in all querters, regarded as cqually de-
sirable and important; and I was myself requested
to bring the matter under your notice in the present
form,—a duty the discharge of which I felt it impos-
sible to decline, although it would have been far
more gratifying t¢ my own feelings, and far more ad-
vantageous to the cause itself] if the task had fallen
into the hands of an advocate, animsted by equal
zeal, and endowe¢ with gieater ability. I have only
communicated thi: manuscript to onc of the respec-
ted friends, at-wh ise desire I undertook to address
you ; so that I alune can bo considered responsible
for tho statement: which it contains, and for the
principles which it develops. )

The first prelininary matter, to which X would
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invite your attention, is the fact (in my judgment
not an unimportant one) that the solution of this
question rests solely and exclusively with the parties
selves. No reference neced be made to states men

, or senators, to courts of royalty, or to courts of law.
Let Lut the various denominations eardially resolve
to bring about this, in many quarters, much-longed-
for union, and they can at once give effect to their
own free and uncontrolied determination. On our-
selves, therefore, may devolve the privilege of en-
tering into the most endearing bond ef Christian
love and Christian fellowship,—~and on ourselves,
also, will rest the responsibility of rejecting so great
a boon at this critical period, and remaining, as
heretofore, in a state of chilling alienation, or com-
fortless neutrality.

2. I'proceed to remark, in the second place, that
such a union as I anxiously contemplate, and ear-
nestly recommend, is in my judgment the only one
which any. of the parties could possibly adopt with
credit or comfort to themselves. Although a much
estecmed friend of mine latel- claimed, on behalf of]
the Episcopal communion in Scotland, three-fifths
of the landed interest, it is far from being, in any
thing like a corresponding ratio, embraced or diffus-
ed amongst the people—in fact, as an accomplished
member of that church lately wrote to me, *the
(Episcopal) church services in Scotland always seem
to me to be exotic ; and all around in the chapels I
see well-dressed gentlemen and ladies. I feel more
confortable when a large assembly of farmers and
peacants assure me that the worship is national.”
According to our views of divine truth, the Episco-
palians have added to the primitive and easy yoke of
the Presbyterian party, the grievons and intolerant
bondage of prelatical haughtiness and nsurpation. A

by

junmction with the Established Church is, of course,

impossible, in so far as the United Preshyterians are|P

concerned, anyu would, I think, even if practicable,
be neither wise, salutary nor honourable, in the case
of the ¥ree Church. Not tle slightest intimation
has, during the last ten years, been manifested, on
the part of the Establishment, to recommend, or on
that of the State to propose, such concessions as
would be indispensable for effecting that object, if
in other respects desirable; and, without pretend-
ing to dispute the picty, or @*-parage the talents of
many of its ministers and office-bearers, the tenacity
with which the former has clung to the perpetuation
of every abuse, and the upholding of every monop-
oly, however much it may have elicited the approv-
al of their own adherents, has rendered them so ob-
noxious to all other classes of the community, that
an incorporating union with the ' Moderates™ on
any terms would excite a loud and universal feeling
of surprise and disappointment from one end of]
Scotland to .the other. If ever the Free Church
should purchase ( no matter on what terms,) at the
expense of again wearing the State collar of depen-
dence, its re-admission to the State crib of endow-
ment, I believe that the deteriorating influence of|
such 2 connection would be developed in the course
of a very few years, as it so often was exemplified
before the Disruption, in the case of probationers
and missionaries, who, in these subordinate capaci-
ties, were distipguished by zeal, moderation, and hu-
mility, but became, as the favoured nominees of the
patrons, or even, in some cases, asthe objects of * .e
people’s choice, proud, careless, litigious, and insa-
tiable. The Church would sotn be again overrun
by all the evils which spring from irresponsible,
monopolising, and mercenary Moderatic.x ; or there
would be manifested the still more dangerous anom-

aly of sound evangelical preaching, coupled with
unseemnly and worldly-minded practice. I question
much whether many of our ministers or members
would, before the Disruption, have been as zealous
as they are now for the repeal of the tests'or tho
opening of the parish schools to general competi-
tion. I may add, that any scheme, such as was
suggested by my illustrious friend Dr. Chalmers—
viz., a parliamentary recognition of the Free Church
as coastituting tho ecclesiastical establishment of
Scotland, and replacing its ministers in their former
$ttus, and pensioning off their suceessors—ivas,
when brought by myself under the notice of some of
the distinguished public men of the day, regarded by
them (and I may add, by myself alsq,) a3 a wild and
visionary proposal,insomuch that it would, I am sure,
be impossible to find one adventurous enthusiast,
who would risk the forfeiture of his reputation for
common sense by veuturing 8o much as to name it
in either House of Parliament. I am aware that
some highly respectable members, and even Presby-
teries, of the Free Church, have notlong since trans-
mitted overtures for bringing tho subject of the
Claim of Right beforo Parliament. What impres-
sion this procedure may have produced in other
quarters, I cannot pretend to say; but I own that I
was both startled and mortified when the proposal
was adopted. It secmed to me equivalent to hoist-
ing signals of distress, intimating that the good ship-
Frec Church had sprung s leak—that the crew had~
been put on short allowance, and were anxious to be
towed back as suon 8s possible into the commodious
harbour of state endowment. It would, I think, be
well if the respected advocates of such an applica-
tion to Parliament would frankly specify the pre~
cise object which they have in view, and what they wish
tho Government to do. They can only contem—
late the alternative of an Act for the substitution,
of the Free Church iu the place of the existing Esta-
blishment,—a measure (as I have just stated) so.
fraught with injustice and absurdity, that it would-
not receive the support or countenance even of #
solitary politician connected with any party ;. or they
must be desirous to witness an amalgemation of the
Free Church +with the present Establishment,—a
measure which, no matter on what conditions (and
no advances of any kind have ever been made by the
latter body,) would be extremely distasteful to, at alt
évents, a very large proportion of the Free Church
ministers and lay-adherents throughout Scotland:
and would be regarded by every other Lvangelical
communion throughout the empire as one of the
heaviest blows and greatest digcouragements which
couldbe inflicted on the cause of vital Christianity.

It must, at the same time, Y think, be adisitted,
that-the Frec Church at present occupies a some-
what anomalous, Mahomet-coffin-like position of
suspension between the Establishment and the un-
established bodies, and must, I think, ere long, gra-
vitate towerds the one or the other. We must ci-
ther, like Abraham, dwell with our unendowed bre-
thren in the Mamre of sclf-sustaining independence,
where they have built an altar unto the Lord, or we
must lift up our eyes like Lot, and beholding all the
plain of state endowment and privileged monopoly,
that it is well watered every where, return to the
Sodom of the Annuity Tax, and the Gomorrah of
the Court of Tiends. It appears to me, that the ar-
dour of our ministers, the zeal of our elders, and the
liberality of our people, are not a little chiiled’ and
paralysed by the lingering hope, whith is only faint~ -
ly hinted at, but perhaps fondly cherished, in some
quertirs, thal our present condition i3 transient and

. R \_ ’
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temporary, and tbat we shall sooner
celled upon to regain possession of the status which
was voluntarily relinquished in 1843. If, like the
great Spanish commander, we had burnt the fleet
which “transported us to the
Christian liberty, so as to preclude the possibility of
retracing our steps, I believe that our adherents
throughout the country would have been far more
powerfully impressed with the necessity and impor-
tance of making an ample and lasting provision buth
for our ministers and for our schemes.

3. You will here, I trust, allow me to bring under,
your notice an aphorism, whicit Thave often heard
laid down by my latc emincnt and sagacious
fricnd, Sir Robert Peel, and to which I attach much
value, namely, that it is never wise or uscful, on the
part cither of individual statesmen or of public as-
scmblies, to commit themselves by unnetessarily uf-
firming or repudiating any abstract general principle ;
and that it is far more judicious to leave cvery
such guestio vezata open and undecided, until it
comes to be considered in its application to any
practical measure which may be proposcd in con-
nection with it. Imay add, that this maxim scems
to be applicable in the strongest mauner to the re-
cognition or rejection of any dogma, with respect
to the application of which the parties called upun
to pronounce an opinion possess little or no author-
ity or influence. To this category belongs the
question as to the rights or duties of the supreme
civil magistrate in regard to anational church estab-
lishment. As the determination of this point
must, in each case, be resolved according fo the
good pleasure of the high personages themselves,
it is time enough for & church to take this matter
into consideration, and adopt & deliverance with re-
gard to it when any specific measurcs are propound-
ed by the State in whieh this principle may be re-
garded as involved. That none of the respectable
bodies which I now address can excrcise much con-
trol over the decisions of Cabinets or Senates i.-this
langd, is too obvious to require proof or illustration.
There are two highly distinguished noblemen in the
House of Lords, and a few excellent members in the
House of Commons, belonging to the Free Clrurch
or United Secession ; but what are they among so
many? There is, I think, much wisdum in the
view taken of this matter during the counversation
which took place at my house, by a very influential
member of the Free Church, namely, that he has
no hesitation as to the impolicy, and much doubt
even as to the lawfulness, of making any opinion as
to the authority or duty of the civil magistrate in
matters ecclesiastical a term of ministerial com-
munion.

1 shall now proceed to consider, with as much
conciseness as is compatible with the importance of
the subject, the two questions in refercnce to the
proposed union, which were discussed during the
meeting to which I have already adverted :—1. Is
it desirable? 2. Is it practicable?

1. On this branch of the inquiry, there existed
amongst all present the most cordigl and decided
unapimity. If we consult the authority of Scrip-
ture, there is no duty more frequently or more em-
phatically enjoined upon the disciples of Christ than
that they should endeavour to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace, and to be perfectly join-
ed togcther in the same mind and in the same
judgment; and our Lord's own prayer on their be-
half is, that they may be one, even as He and his
Father are one. This auspicious result can only
be attained by incorporation and (as I shall endeav-
our to show) is only very faintly accomplished by

or later bel
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the make-shift of an * Alliance.” The great Apos-
tle of the Gentiles finds faunlt with those who snid,
%I am of Paul, I am of Apolles, I am of Cephas;”
and he would, in our own day, have been not less
startled and surprised, if he found three Presbyte-
rian brethren agrecing eutirely with each other an
all matters of douctrine, discipline, and church gov-
crnment, and yet cxclaiming, I am a Reformed
Presbyterian,—I ain o Lrec Church Presbyterian,
—X am o Cnited Presbyterian.” In fact, I know
of o certainty that the respected members of a late
deputation from the French Protestants were lost in
'uz\tuniahmcut at the isolated condition of these three
budies, and could not comprehend what impedi-
ments could be so cugent or so insuperable as to
countervail the numerous and self cevident advan-
tages which vur union would immediately and in-
fallibly realise; and Ilearned from Mr. Peddic that
the grounds of difference between the various Pres-
byterian denominativns were sv fur from being plain
and pulpable, that he had labovured in vain to render
them intelligible to sundry acute and experienced
lawyers, whio were professionally called upun to
make themselves (if pussible) sequainted with their
nature and their extent. The impracticability ot
“ rightly dividing” such interminable intricacies is
strikingly illustiated by a circumstance very recent-
ly narrated to me by a most respectable authority.
The Duke of Wellington had occasion, in conse-
quence of 4 domestic incident, to enquire what was
the communion to which & member of his establish-
ment belonged. The reply was, “Iam a Particu-
lar Baptist, your Grace.” « But what does that
mearn ” ¢ It means, my Lord, that we held close
communion.” *“ But can you explain what that
is 7" TFinding that all attempts at clucidation only
rendered him “ plus incertain qu'il n’ e'tait aupara-
vant,” the Duke desived that the pastor of the church
might be requested to call and solve the difficulty,
and after several vain attempts at oral explana-
tian, cven a written definition also proved hope-
lessly unasvailing, and the illustrivus man, who
had been the readiest (Edipus in apprehending
many profound questions of ethical and political
wisdum, was as completely baflled as the dullest
Davus, when he attempted to unravel the hair-split-
ting transcendentalism of dogmatic controversialists.
When I myself  gave my heart to know the wisdom”
of the venerable men whuse janglings gradually
subdivided the Presbyterian Church into sv many
sections, I was led in the course of my inquiries,
with no small “vexation of spirit,” to know
* madness and folly” in many of the * doubtful dis-
putations” and “ cuntentions, which were so sharp
between them, that they departed asunder one from
the other ," and I could rot help fecling that, in
reference to the tactics and turmoils of Old Light
and New Light, or Burgher and Antiburgher logo-
machies, ! he that increaseth knowledge, increascth
sorrow.” How often do we find, that those who
had “many things to say, and hard to be uttered,”
concerning the most profound and momentous mys-
terics of the Gospel, “had need that one should
teach them again what be the first principles of the
oracles of God;” in reference to the plainest and most
practical duties connected with union and Chris-
tian fellowship, so that, whilst “able by svund
doctrine both to exhort and convince gainsayers,”
they neglected to exemplify *the things which-de-
come sound doctrine,” and instead of * cutting oft
vccasion from them that sought eccasion,” by * fol-
lowing after the things which mshe for peace,” had
no sooner gathered the principal #L.at into a com-
mon garner, than they began to quibble and quarrel
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ahovt the chaff! We ought all to feel thankful that
the Secession subtleties of a bygone age have been
merged in the crucible of denominationnl amaign-
mation, and are almost vanished away; and if the
antiquarics of a distant age should ever disinter
them from their sepulchral resting-places, it will re-
quire all the skill and sagacity of future Hugh
Millers aud Murchisons to diseriminate between the
distinct, but not easily distinguished, speeies of the
polemical megutherimins of a former age.  Of the
blessings which flow feom an arrangement by which
brethren, who had previously * become two bands,”
are cnabled to dwell in perfect unity, the compara~
tively recent junction between the two Synods which
constitute the United Presbyterian Church atfords a
marked and memorable illustration. It is acknow-
ledged by all the ministers and memhbers of both
parties, that the standard of piety, the zeal, the
lov:, the generosity, the comfort of all concerned
have, without a single drawback, heen increased in
a higher ratio than the most sanguine advoecates of
the measure had contemplated or foretold. None
of the members of either denomination have ever
repented of their joint determination, or would now
wish to retrace their steps.

There are not a few benefits of & more practical
and palpable nature, on which it may be proper
thit [ should brietly dwell. One College at Edin-
burgh would be quite sufficient for the wants of the
united bodies. One board of management would
preside over their temporal concerns, so that a large
sum would be saved for missionary purposes, both
at home and abroad, or be.devoted to the further-
ance of spiritual objects. But the most important
advantage of all (as was most forcibly and season-
ably remarked by our accomplished friend, Dr.
Andrew Thomson,) would be the consolidation (in
what he justly termed over-churched distriets) of
two or more weak congregations into one, by which
the income of the ministers who presided over it
would reach a respectable amouat, and, in carh case,
one or more uscful labourers b€ released fromt a
discouraging and uncomfortable position, and trans-
ferred to other localities, where their presence would
be more highly prized, and their labours more ade-
quately remunerated; whilst the hearers, when the
process of fusion had .taken place instead of being
often alicnated, and the strictness of discipline im-
paired, by occasional jealousies und rivalships,
would be strengthening each other's hands and en-
couraging cach other's hearts, under the holy and
healing influence of Christiun confidence and Chris-
tidn love. These advantages can, at the best, be
but faintly aud feebly realised by an occasional in-
terchange (it may be, at distant periods) of social
meetings, or pulpit ministrations. The fellowship
between miuisters, office-bearers, and members of
different denominations, standsin much the same
relation to that which prevails emongst brethren
belonging to one communion, which the feelings
of well-bred courtesy existing between common ac-
quaintances bears to the daily and delightful con-
verse enjoyed by intimate friends. In the one case,
the mutual regard is slizht and superficial; in the
other, it is intimate, cordial, and unreserved:

Allow me to refer, for 2 few moments, in illustra-
tion of this principle, to the era of the Heptarchy,
When England was, at that period, invaded by a
foreign enemy, it of course was possible, though by
‘R0 means cactain, that the seven separate kingdoms
might combine their forces to resist Danish or Nor-
man aggression ; it might happen, howéver, also, that
some of them would remain neutral,—that others
would be lukewarm or unsteady,—and that a few

might even become the allies, instead of being the
antagonists, of the invading encmy. But ever since
these separate principalities have been auspiciously
consolidated into one, nll the ancient distinctions
have been whoily obliterated, and in attachment to
the interests of their commmon country, there is no
difference, but, on the contrary, o complete identity,
both of feelings and of interests, between the men
of Wessex and those ‘of Merein. Notwithstanding
the aflinity which subsisted between the natives of
England and Scotlaud in point of language, habits,
and character, how much jealousy, discord, and
estrangement snbsisted between them, as long as
they remained disunited, whilst the intervals of con-
cord or co-operation were few and far between |
What iz true of these two rival kingdoms, in their
state of isolation, when under separate sovereigns, or
even separate Parliaments, holds good of our Presby-
terian Churches, so long as they are governed by dis-
linct synods anddistinct presbyteries. But if we were
perfectly joined together, in form as well as in spirit,
sc as toconstitute one great ¢ National Free Church”
all invidious or jarring distinctions would at once
full to the ground, and be for ever swept away. The
United Presbyterian FEphraim would never again vex
the Free Charch Judah, and, after the lapse of o very
few years, it would (as is already the case in regard
to the two bodies which now constitute the United
Presbyterinn  Church) be impossible for any one to
guess, whether any particular minister or clder had
formerly belonged to one communion or tothe other.

Far be it from me to deprecinte, or to discourage,
a work of picty and labour of love, in which many
distinguished and devoted believers have, from the
most praiseworthy motives, been engaged. It has,
hoiwever, always appeared to me, that the advantages
arising from an Evangelical Alliance, in virtue of
which certain members of tne different communions
meet together for & brief scason and at distant in-
torvals, are limited and evanescent, when compared
with the more palpable and permanent blessings
derived frum a scriptural incorporation of various
sections of the church into one. Although the pro-
ccedings of a society instituted on such o basis tend
greatly to promote the reciprocal feelings of Christian
fellowship and mutual esteem amongst the respected
indigiduals who are present at such meetings, and
may often tend to assuage the agperities, or some-
timtes to prevent the outbreak, of polemical yladiator-
ship, and is the best, and perhaps 8ole scheme for
creating such & relation between Christians whose
views of church government and discipline are in-
compatible and irreconcilable, it has only ¥ a shadow
of good things to come, and not the very image of
the things” which may be expected to grow out of
such a close and intimate union as I ventuture to
advocate at this time. In the year 1738,% towards.
the close of the reign of the Emperor Charles VI,
many officers in the service of the multifarious
sovereigns of Germany felt considerable dissatisfac-
tion at the estrangement and isolation which subsisted
between their respective corps, and resolved to form
o " military alliance,” the members of which, by
mutual converse and socizl communion, might either
remove, or at all events diminish, the tendencies to
jealousy and discord which, in & greater orless degres,
prevailed amongst.them. They accordingly held
three successive meetings at Heidelberg, Hildesheim,
oand Hildburghausen,—as to the two last of which,
1 am not in possession of any particulars; but the
first was very numerously and respeetably attended.

* The reader need not ook for any further particulars of dis

cvent in auy history of the epacly, whether special or universal.
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There were present, among others, one Austrian
major, seven captains, threc lioutenants, and one
ensign : a Prussian licutenant-colonel on half-pay,
with two majors, five captains, and one cornet, a
major and a licutenant of the Flector of Saxony;
two captains of the Elector of Mentz ; three ensigns
of the Landgiave of Hesse Cassel; two lieutenants
of the Margrave of Baden Durlach ; an aide-de-camp
of the Duke of Brunswick-Wolfenbuttle ; a major
of the Prince Bishop of Bamberg ; the town majors
of the imperinl cities of Ulm, Lubeck, and Nurem-
berg ; two of the bodyguard of the Prince of Ilohen-
zollern Sigmaringen ; an adjutant of the Duke of An-
halt Cothen ; with a drum-Major of the Abbess of
Quedlinburg, besides many others, of whom we can-
not now speak particularly. The officers belonging
to foreign armies were rot deficient in sympathy with
the peaceful and philanthropic objects of the associa-
tion. France was represented by tavo mujors, and a
cornct of the Swiss Guards; Denmark, by two mid-
shipmen and a licutenant of artillery ; Spain, by three
ensigns of the sappers and miners ; Great Britain by
a captain of the Blues, two licutenants of the 42d
Highlanders, and « half-pay lieutenant ot marines ;
the North American colonies by an extra aide-de-
.camp of the governor of North Carolina, and the
senior licutenant of the grenadier company of the
Massachusetts local militia. Nothing could surpass
the harmony which prevailed at each of the convivial
meetings, except, perhaps, the unexampled impar-
tiality with which the places of honour were distri-
buted. As an illustration of which, I may just men-
tion that, on the first day, a major of the Prince
Bishop of Eichstadt sat at the head, and a captain
of the Prussian infantry at the foot, of the breakfast-
table; o licutenant of . the Archbishop of Salzburg
was chairman at dinner, and a cornet of the Grand
Master of the Teutonic Order acted as vice; and
their respective places were occupicd at supper by
the captain of the civie guard at Frankfor{-un-the-
Maine, and a first lieutenant of the RQuke of Saxe
Cobourg’s fusiliers.  Although, however, much mirth
and cordiality prevailed during the three days of the
meeting, and a sudden thought struck mnany of the
most cnthusiastic members of the iustitution, in
virtue of which they swore an eternal friendship,
these feelings gradually cooleddown duringa twelve-
month’s interval of separation, and extended only in
a very faint degree to the officers of the different
armies who took no personalpart in the proceedings ;
besides which, the entire scheme was wholly ignored
or disapproved of by the various independent Gov-
ernments; none of the ficld-marshals or gencrals
countenanced the movement, or condescended to
take any part in its sayings or doings; its members
became * marked men,” and were seldom, if ever,
selected for employment or promotion. They them-
gelves fell back into their respective ranks and, as
soon as & war broke out, they completely lost sight
of all the principles and programmes of the alliance,
and were often matched against cach other under
their respective banners; in so much that, at the
battle of Rosbach, a captain of the Prince Bishop of
Paderborn, who had presided at onc of the agape
of the association, was wounded and taken prisoner
by & Prussian cornet, jwho had, on that occasion,
acted as his Croupier ; and an ensign of the Land-
grave of Hesse Darmstadt, who had moved o vote
of thanks to the chairman, was killed by 2 major of
Hanoverian hussars, by whom his proposal had been
seconded. About fifty years later, the whole of the
sovereign bishoprics were secularised, whichact was
followed by the suppression of many nf the petty
principalities, a still larger number of which were

absorbed by the greater powers at a later period.
The officers and soldiers, who had previously been
in the service of different authoritics, were now, in
cach case, consolidated into one ; all jealousies, and
cven all distinctions of every kind, were wholly
obliterated, and it becamo impossible (for instance)
in the Bavarian army to know whether a captain or
& common soldier had previously belonged to the
ancient clectorate of that name, orhad beena subject
of the Elector Palatine, or in the pay of the Prince
Bishop of Wurzburg. The case of the Evangelical
Alliance is, in many respects, not very dissimilar,
The revered and excellent individuals who attend its
annual meetings derive, no doubt, much edification
and comfort from their mutual intercourse and com-
munion ; but their influence over the general masses
of their respective churches is transitory and incon-
siderable. The Episcopal supeviors of the English
members seem in no degree to participate in their
feelings, or to cncourage their cfforts. Many leaders
of other (and especially Lstablished) communions,
keep aloof’; their latitudinarian benevolence is no
passport to the favour of those in authority, whether
civil or ecclesiastical ; they themselves, as soon as
they separate, are again ranged under their respective
denominational banners ; and were & question to be *
mooted as to church government or discipline, or
with respect to the comparative merits of the Estab-
lishment or self-sustaining principles, or as to any of
thq doctrines on which the varioys members of the
Alliance conscientiously differ, they would doubtless
though probably with diminished acerbity) enter
the conroversial arena as antagonists, and the heal-
ing balm of the Alliance panacea would be scarcely
adequate to staunch their wounds.

It is therefore from union and incorporation, wher-
ever_ honourably practicable, that I look for the re-
vival of strength, zeal, harmony, and co-operation, in
the Protestdnt world ; and I should, indeed, rcjoice
if the honoured fathers and brethren, to whowm, in
the present case, the decision in this matter apper-
tains, should, under the guidance and agency of the
spirit of truth and concord, be enabled to consolidato
our discordant and dislocated battalions into one
exceeding great army, ranged under the guidance
and guardianship of Him whose watchword for them
is unity, and whose banner over them is love. When
one of my friends observed, that this proposal is
premature, and that it must be a question of time, I
replied, that if no advocate for its adoption should
ever urge it upon public notice, it would prove to be
a question for eternity. Another much respected
adviser expressed a similar conviction, in somewhat
different terms; for he said that I was ¢ a generation
too soon” in endeavouring to accomplish such an
object, however abstractly desirable in itself. It re-
mains with you, my friends, to determine whether
* this witness is true.” But I am persuaded, that if
the present attempt should prove abortive, and the
effecting of a Christian union on a Christian basis is
a blessing reserved for a more pliant and more plac-
able age, our punctilious fastidiousness will be de-
nounced as our folly, and neither our sayings nor our
doings will be honoured with the approving verdict
of an enlightened and dispassionate posterity. Oh,
that all the unendowed Presbytcrians of our land,
being fused into one great national communion, may
be cnabled to exhibit to the world the stability and
efliciency of & Church,semancipated from state coer-

.cion, and untrammelled by state endowment,—%

faithful expositor of truth,—a fearless antagonist te
error,—and within whose conscerated pale the minis-
ters are amply provided for by their people’s spon-

tancous and growing liberality, and the peoplo pre-
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pared for the joys of heaven, and nerved for the trials ;

covenanting availeth any thing, nor not covenanting.

of earth, by the exhortations and example of holy Let every one be fully persuaded in his own mind.”

and heavenly-minded pastors, the valued objects of
their free choice, the honoured depositaries of their
confidence and love !l

2. Ou the question of practicability, I cannot state
the case wore plainly, or more favourably, than by
quoting the authority of two eminent and influentinl
Cliristian friends, who, though belonging to different
connunions, had arrived at the same conclusion :—
& My great perplexity, Sir George,” said Dr. Guthrie, |
% i3 to discover any grounds, which can justify us in
remaining separate ; and if we could wituess the ac-
complishment of such an union as you contemplate,
I might well exclaim, with the ancieat saint, * Lord,
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace.”” * So
fur as we are concerned,” observed De. Harper, “ the
question whether union is practicable is one which o
United Presbyterian can without difficulty answer,
50 far as the constitution of our Church is concerned,
seeing that we do not make the rejection of the Iis-
tablishment principle a term of Christian or of minis-
te-inl communion. In the United Church, there may
be rome svno hold, and all of course enjoy the liberty
of dnng so, the abstract principle of an Establish-
ment, although the body, with very few cxceptions,
think differently. All that would be necessary is,
that the Free Church should agree to make the point
of difference a matter of forbearance. At the same
time, it is obvious that union conld not take place,
nor, if practicable, would be permanent, so long as
the Free Church has the intention, or entertains the
expectition, of giving cffect to her Claim of Rizght by
re-union with the State.”

The only salient point of difference between the
Free Church and v~ United Presbyterians on the
one hand, and their Reformed and Protesting breth-
ren on the other, is the - juestion, whether the national
covenants, entered int under circumstances of pecu-
liar urgency by their common ancestors, are in them-
selves binding upon the churches and upon the
country at the present day? XNow, we are quite
willing that the ministers and members of the former
respectable denominations should still hold these
covenants to be of perpetual obligation upon all clas-
ses of the community ; but many of us, whilst we
admnire the force and precision with which the here-
sies of Popery, or short comings of other communivas,
are therein enumerated and denounced, and entirely
soncur with our brethiren in deeming it a sacred duty,
e seriptural grounds, to offer a steadfast and inflexi-
ble resistance to all such destructive delusivns, are
aot disposed to admit that any generation has a right
to adopt a bond which all their posterity shall be
obliged to homologate aund to act upon. Icannot,
bowever, pereeive, why there should be any necessity
for drawing up, on ecither side of this question, a for-
mal and specific declaration ; and if any of our much-
valued friends should be influenced by this cons:dera-
tion to dissent from the proffered union, I might feel
inclined to expostulate with him, and to exclaim,
“Why dost thou set at nought thy brother? now
walkest thou not charitably. Let not him that cove-
nanteth despise him that covenanteth not; and let
not him which: covenanteth not, judge him that
covenanteth, for God hath received him: let us not,
therefore, judge one another wny morc; but judge
this rather, that no man put a stumbling-block, or
an oceasion to fall, in his brother’s way. He that
regardeth the covenant, regardeth it unto the Lord;
and he that regardeth not the covenact, to the Lord
he doth not regard it. Let not, then, our good be
evil gpoken of, and let us follow after the things
which maad ror peace. In Christ Jesus, neither

Not a few of my readers have, in all probability,
never heard that, in the days of Peter the Hermit,
the King of Castile, and o very large proportion of
his highest nobles and worthiest lieges, embarhed
most cnthusiastieally in the Crusades, which they
(whether right or wrong) embraced with ardour, as
a most legitimate and most seriptural cause. Ani-
mated by u spirit of glowing fervour, they signed o
special bond, by which they entailed upon themselves
and upon all their succéssors, an obligation to fight
for the recovery of the Holy Sepulchre, and for tle
deliverance of the Holy Land. At a period, however,
not very remote, the monarch himself, and a vast
majority of the same wmen who had volunteered to
take this step, passed an act of the Cortes for its en-
tire abolition, and even caused the bond to be
publicly burned in the principal street of Madrid ;
whilst a few, who were found faithful amongst the
faithless (but amongst whom were none of the royal
family, none of the nobles, and few of the gentry who
had originally subscribed it,) continued to separate
themselves from the rest, and to contend that tho
dishonoured and repudiated deed was still obligatory
upon all. At the time of & subsequent crusade, the
king of that day, and most of the nobles, kept aloof
from the undertaking ; but a goodly band of stout
and sturdy gentlemen and yeomen devoted themselves
to its vigorous prosccution. Their forces amounted
to about 70,000 men, and they gladly applied for the
co-operation of the 160 zealous men of valour who
had also hoisted the standard of the Cross, Thelat-
ter, however, were very far from meeting their over-
tures half way, and insisted upon ascertaining, as a
matter for preliminary adjustment, whether the other
party allowed that they were bound to devote them-
selves to this undertaking, in virtue of the bond
which their ancestors, a few centuries before, had
first concluded with such solemnity, and afterwards
consigned with such ignominy to the flames? They
were asked, in reply, whether they would have held
that obligation to Le binding, if it had been thercin
imposed as an injunction upon posterity, that they
should zot take part in a crusade, or fight for the
liberation of Jerusalem? ¢ Obh, no,” replied the
others, * by no means, for such an agrecment would
have been unhallowed and unseriptural.” ¢ You ad-
mit, then, or rather contend, thatwe have all a right
to sit in judgment vpon the tenor and terms of this
document, and are only bound by them in so far as
they enjoin that which is convenient, and consonant
with the Sacred Oracles. Why, then, should you
hesitate to become one of u§, who are willing to con-
tend for every scriptural requirement embraced in
the ancient document, although we eschew, on the
principle of supererogation, an authority that is
merely human, in addition to one which is divine ?”
This reasoning, however, did not satisfy the scruples
or obtain the assent of the 160 champions; they
refused to upite with their 70,000 brethren ; and al-
though fighting for the same object, continued to be
ranged under a particular banuer of their own, 50 as
to constitute an isolated battalion. They bad a dis-
tinct mess, and a separate chaplain, who, whilst he
prayed with much earnestness for a blessing upon the
efforts of the main body, prayed still more fervently,
in his daily orisong, that they might bo enabled to
discern the extont of their guilt and of their danger.

A rumour lately reached me that measures are in
progress, or at all events in prospect, for effecting a
junction between the various Presbyterian denomina-
tions in Englaed. This intelligence is most cheering

and consolatory in these “evil days” of discord and
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disunion. Such a phalang, fitly compacted and knit
together by thay which every joint supplieth, would
{as in our case) be far more powerful, either for at-
tack or resistance, than the temporary and transicnt
co-operation of separate and unconnected squadrons,
at some crisis of great emergency. I venture, there-
fore, earncstly to recommend this course to our
beloved brethren in England, although [ still more
anxiously wish that we in Scotland shoeuld, in this
respect, set them an example, instead of, at a later
period, being exhorted to follew theirs.

You must ali be aware how completely the differ-
ent bodies of unendowed Presbyterians are identified
in other respects; they acknowledge the same stan-
dards ; preachithe same doctrines ; are governed by
the same office-bearers ; are equally tenacious of
Sabbath observance; and are cqually zealous in the
cause of forcign missions. Their ministers are all
maintained by the spontancous and ungradged ob-
lations of their flocks; and all partics are desirous,
to their power, and cven beyond their power, to
contribute to the support of a gospel ministry in
those localities where thedecp poverty of the inhabi-
tants renders it necessary that they should, in part
at least, be supplemented by the abundance of the
liberality of their Christian brethren, who are in
easicr circumstances, at a distance. We, therefore,
who are connected with the Free Church, may surc-
Jy bear with our United Presbyterian brethren who
have, during three gencrations. experienced (as they
think) the eflicacy, as well as the comfort, of the
self-sustaining system. Why should we, who are
practical Voluntaries from nccessity, refuse to be
united with those who are so from conviction (so far
as the sustentation of the minister is concerned,)
and who object not to our holding the opposite prin-
ciple, to which they are conscicntiously opposed?
If, in theory, as a church, and in practice as its
ministers, office-bearers, and members, they yicld
neither to ourselves nor to any other communion in
their zeal for the strict and sanctified observance of
the Lord's-dxy, and hold that the civil magistrate is
not only entitled, but bound, to protect the entire
community in the enjoyment of a weckly day of
rest,* as a boon conferred on all the inhabitants of
the carth by an all-wise and all-hountiful God at
the period of the world's creation, what more can we |
require, in that respect, at their hands? If in all
the schools and seminaries which arc under their
Jurisdiction the Bible and the doctrines derived from
that pure source, and which our common forefathers
have embodied in our catechisms and standards, are
regarded as indispensable clements for the up-bring-
ing of their children, do we not possess a sufficient
guarantee that they will set their faces against a
Godless or Scripturcless system of education ?

We ought, I think, in fairness to test their views
on tiic latter question, nof according to what they
consider to be the wisest course for 2 Government
to pursue, over whose acts they are invested with
o control or responsibility, but according to the
system which they adopt in their own schools, where
they have full scope to follow out their own Princi-
ples and their own convictions ; and we cannot doubt
that, if any Government scheme should prove in
whole or in part objectionable, they ill be prepared
to concur cordially and zealously with us in recti-
fying every crror, and supplying every deficiency.

The axiom, that it is the duty of the civil magis-
trate, in his official capacity, to * honour Christ,” is,
as it seems to me, so vague and indeterminate, as to

* Ec¢e an admiralle (reatise on the Sedhah, by e lawe Dr.
Hawcllon, of Lex

be liable to very scrious objections. . It must, of
course, in each separate instance, depend on the
consciences of those in authority to act in this matter
according to their own views, without assuming ours
as their standard or their guide. In this sense,
Christ is at this moment * honoured” in every coun-
try throughout Europe. The * civil magistrates” in
Italy, Spain, Portugal, and all other Romish coun-
trics, conceive that they * honour Christ” by en-
dowing Popery. In England, and several other
Protestant countries, Christ is “honoured” by the
cstablishment of Prelacy. Charles II., and his god-
less ministers, believed that they were “ honouring
Christ” when they forced Bpiscopacy upon our fore-
fathers, and consigned our martyrs to exile or to
death. If you exhort the “civil magistrate” to
honour Christ in Scotland, will he not tell you that
he is doing so «o the utmost by upholding a Preshy-
terian establishment? This system is thus univer-
sully carried out, and yet there is not even one Ectab-
lished Church in Europe, of which any Free Church-
man or United Presbyterian would not repudiate the
fellow ship, and desire cither the radicat reformation
or the entire abolition. If it is replied, that we con-
tend for a “scriptural” establishment, every civil
magistrate would at once exclaim, that Ais edifice is
framed entirely on that basis, and that such an one
as we are bent upen erecting would be antiscriptiiral,
pernicious, and inadmissible. In fact, our views
could not be carried out, unless Free Churches ac-
cording to our model werc established in every Chris-
tian country throughout the world,—a consumma-
tion which cannot take place until Free Church sen-
timents prcdominate in courts, in senates, and in all
the high places of the earth. Can we be surprised
that our United Presbyterian brethren, when they
contemplatc the fruits which the adoption of this
course has produced, should prefer the non-establish-
ment principle (the power of which we ourselves
have experienced and exemplified in an unprecedented
degree) to the existence in every Iand, where the op-
posite view has heen adhered to, of churches which
(in our opinion as well as in theirs) are nurseries of
crror in doctrine, laxity ins discipline, misapplication
of immense resources, and uncharitable exclusiveness
in regard to every other denomination? or that they
should be apprcbensive of State interference with
respect to Sabbath observance, as its practical appli-
cation must in every case be regulated according to
the sentiments of the * civil magistrates” themscelves
—a great majority of whom entertain very confused
or inadequate ideas on the subject, and are more
likely to consnlt the Book of Sports, than to conform
to the Book of Discipline? In truth, the vaguceness of
the phrase, that it is the duty of the civil magistrate,
in his official capacity, to * honour Christ,” reminds
me of a conversation in which, many years ago, my
zcalous and indefatigable friend, Joseph Hume, ex~
pressed his surprise that he shounld experience so
much opposition, and incur so much obloguy, when
his only aim was to procure “good government” for
the people ; when I observed, that as to the praisc-
worthiness or importance of his design, as thus
cnunciated, there could not be two opinions; but
that a striking and strenuvons disco}dance wonld be
developed when the practical meaning of the words
“good government” came to be considered and de-
fined; for although no politician would-be so crotch-
ety and paradoxical as to contend in favour of “bad
government,” and the absolutist, the liberal, the re~
publican, the socialist would all assent to his general
principle, very many would aver that the plans which
ke had devised for the cstablishment or security of
gaod government would ounly render our present po-
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sition much *worse,” and each would maintain, that
his system, and his only, would cnsure the greatest
possible amount of freedom and happiness to the
greatest possible number. Thus, also, with regard to
the duty of the civil magistrate in relation to Christ
and his Church, all Christians of all communions
would at once admit, that in every capacity, and by
all menns, he should “honour Christ;” but when
different parties proceeded to state the meaning
which they respectively attach to that dictum, the
United Presbyterians would say, that the civil magis-
trate honoured Christ by protecting h.. Church and
all its members against any invasion of their rights,
and in the unfettered cnjoyment of their inde-
pendence; by not interfering either with its spiritual
or secular concerns; and by bestowing no invidious
and exclusive advantages, whether pecuniary or pre-
ferential, on the ministers or members of a particular
denomination, whilst all the less favoured classes
{though perhaps equal or superior in piety and intelli-
geure, and at the same time less abie to provide the
means) are left to maintain their own churches,
ministers, and manses, and yet contribute to the up-
holding of a monopoly of which they deprecate
the injustice, and deny the utility. On the other
hand, the adherents, and especially the pastors of
every other cowmunion, might indeed strenuously
concur in maintaining that the civil magistrate
should “ honour Christ” by the exclusive endowment
of one particular scct; but no two would be found to
agree as to the particular church which should be
supported at the cost of all the rest.

I have thus endeavoured, under the pressure of
langour and sickness, to fulfil the duty which the
unanimous request of the respected friends, assemblied
at my house on a recent interesting accasion, induced
me, with great reluctance, and under a deep sense of
incompetency, to undertake. I commend the cause
to the Lord himeself, and to the Word of His grace,
with the principles and injunctions of which 1 con-
ceive its success to be in strict conformity. O,
my dear friends, if there be any virtue, and if there
be any praise, if there be any consolation in Christ,
if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit,
if any bowels and mercies,—think, think earnestly,
think dispassionately, think prayerfully, think af-
fectionately of these thiugs. Think of the increased
blessedness, activity, zeal, cnergy, faithfuluess, har-
mony, liberality, and brotherly love, which this au-
spicious union wonld engender in the minds and
hearts of all the ministers, office-bearers, and mem-
bers of our respective commuaions,—think of the
emulations, wrath, and strife which it would for ever
allay or extinguish—of the tics of cordial endearment
and karmonious co-¢peration in every good work, to
which it would give birth—of the joy wich it would
diffuse among the angels of God, and the mortifi-
cation which it would cause to His encmies, much of]
whose great strength lies in the weakness still fos-
tered among us by our own estrangements and dis-
sensions. I trust that the subject will be taken up
at an carly peried by every synod, presbytery, and
even congregation of all the three bodies; and any
notification (cither through the medium of the press
ar in private letters) of the discussions in which they
engage, or of the conclusions at which they arrive,
will be received on.my part with deep interest, aud
respectful attention. .

Finaliy, brethren, farewell.  Be perfect, be of good
comfort, BE OF ONE MIND, live in peace; and the God
of love and peace shall be with you.

T have the honour to remain, my friends, with

every Christian wish for the prosperity of cach of

the three communions, which I am sure would be
most cffectnally promoted by their carly and cordia
incorporation into one,

Your faithful and devoted servant,
Grorce SixcrAir,

Hlorol any Beligions Fiscellmy,

From the Christian Spectator,
MR. GEORGE MOGRIDGE.

Mr. George Mogridge, better known as * 0ld Hum-
phrey,” was a native of Ashted, near Birmingham,
and was born on the 17th of February, 1737. At
the age of fourteen he was placed out as an appren~
tice; ut his thonghts and aspirations soon soared
above the ordinary engagements of trade. His first-
fledged effort in writing was an address to a recently-
raised statue to Lord Nelson; this appeared in a
local newspaper. Encouraged by his early attempts
to secare the public notice, he soon became a con-
tributor to several of the periodicals of the day. In
due time, under the evident leadings of Divine Provi-
dence, he relinquished the pursuits of business for
those of a literary nature. About the year 1814, the
attention of Mr. Mogridge was directed 'to publica-
tions of an irreligious and objectionable kind, which
found a large circulation among the manufacturing
and rustic classez. With a warmth of generous con-
cern and ardent zeal, he set about counteracting the
evil consequences. The result was the tract, “ His-
tory of Thomas Brown; or. the Sabbath-breaker
Reclaimed,” which, from its style and sentiment, at
once met the tastes and comprehension of the coun-
try people, among whom it soon obtained the stamp
of popularity. This first brought him into connection
with the Religious Tract Society, in furtherance of
whose objects it was his happiness to labour for
nearly thirty years. Other tracts in rhiyme were
written, all marked with the same originality, and se~
curing for them a demand as active now as when they
were first issued. But it was chi~fly under the appel-
lation of “ Qld Humphrey” that he became generally
known to the readers of the Society’s periodicals.
The pieces to which this name was affixed appeared
réegularly in a fugitive form, and were subsequently
collected into volumes. Other volumes were sent out,
under the names of “ Grandfather Gregory,” © 0l
Allan Gray,” + The Uld Sea Captain,” # Old Authony,”
# Ephraim Holding," * Amos Armfield,” and other
aliases too numerous to particularize. When more
suited to his purpose, he dropped the masculine
gender, and adopted the feminine: her-e we have
¢ Grandmamms Gilbert” and “ Aunt UGpion” among
his uppellations. Nor must we omit his uscful class
uf books, “Learning to Think,” ¢ Learning to Feel,”
“Iearning to Act,” and ¢ Learning to Converse.” The
number of separate publications on the Socicty’s
catalogue of which he was thec author exceeds ono
hundred and fifty, independent of a large variety of
picces contributed to the monthly periodicals. He
was alse i contributor to the periodicals of the
Sunday-school Union, and the author of nine volumes
of the # Peter Parley” series, besides various other
works pablished by respectable booksellers.

Year, passed away in active literary engagements,
until ae became a real Old Humphrey; and, with
advancing age, came weakness and aflliction. But
43 never think of death,” he said, “but I think of
heaven,—they are so connected in my view ;"—the
gloom of the onc was irradiated by the glory of the
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other.

After an illness of ten months, in the six@y-lsubstitute sentimentalism for self-denying religion.

seventh jear of his age, it pleased God to rumove My friend, be assured that an ounce of performance

him thithcr. In u little picce dictated while Iying in
bed, hie observed :—

+ I have laid mysclf down on my bed,
I have teaned n?'acn‘ tack in wy chair,
To get ease to ) heart and niy head,
1f huply rehel might be neur ;

& But the cordial that asahes niy heart glow,
13 10 trust 1y Saviour alone ;

Aund the cariest posture 1 know
Is 10 kucel very low at his throne.”?

After his medical attendant, Dr. Niller, had candidly
told him one day, in reply to his inquiry, that he did

-

is worth a ton of sentimentalismn.  Go down, then,
at once to the work, and bedoing everywhere with
all rour might! Don’t wait till the eleventh hour,
but be at it now ; yes, now ! Do something for Jesus
and for souls before this day is done, while the con-
victions of duty are fresh in your mind. One hour of
doing will bring you more real, solid satisfaction than
a life-time of Ol-ing for another man to perform the
very deeds yon could and ought to do. Take a
corner of the wilderness, and form it into ¢ a garden
enclosed.” You cannot be the means of reforming
the millions that need amelioration ; but you may Le

not think he could recover, he took the doctor by the means of reforming one man or woman ; and if

the hand, thanked him for his frankness, and said,
« X must now buckle on my armour,” and during the
remainder of the day wasunusually cheerful.  During
Lislast illuess, while at High Wickham, near Iastings,
the kind and benevolent widow of the late Joseph
Fletcher, Esq., of Tottenham, very frequently took
him drives in ar open carringe, so that he enjoyed
the sea-breczes and fresh air without any fatiguc
But discase had made such inroads into his gonsti-
tution, that it was impossible for human efforts to
stay its progress. An hour hefore his happy spirit
took its flight to glory, the Rev. John Cox, of Wool-
wich, called to see hir , and, with Mrs. Mogridge,
witnessed his peaceful departure. #Not till his
under lip began to fall,” observes the bereaved
widow, “ were we aware that bis soul had departed.”
Thic body was deposited, in sure and certain hope of
the resurrection to eternal life, in the churchyard of
All Saints, 1lastings. The spot had been selected by
himself. It is on a slope against the graveyard-wall,
—just below the heights where he often reclined on
the sward, beholding the glorious sceue of land and
water, and meditating on thuse subjects which he
afterwards embodied in the papers that have cdified
and delighted thousands of readers.

%0 FOR A JOIN WESLEY !

We find the above exclamation in the speech of an
excellent and talented minister. 4t the time it
was uttered e was endcavouring to impress his
brethren with the necessity of all likely means for
the evangelizing and clevating of that large class of
our fellow-subjects who were ulicnated from the
sanctuary, and strangers to the solemn verities of the
Cliristian religion ; and he has doubtless done well
toward that benevolent and Chrictian enterprise.—
But ¢ O for a John Wesley I may be uttered when
nothing Wesleyan is done. It is very casy to make
impressive speeches about the ignorance, suffering,
sin, and misery of the multitudes who care neither
for God nor man ; but itis not easy to leave & com-
fortable study to go down to the haunts of vice and
critne, and come into personal contact with those
who necd to be reformed and couverted. My brother,
waste not your precious titne and strength in « pub-
lic palaverizing,” and in scntimental Qh-ing for a
John Wesley ; but * be adoerof the work.” Instead
of crying, « O for a John Wesley I and folding your
hands and sitting down in comfortable slothfulness
to wait for his appearing, be yourself & wolin Wesley!
Are there uiiconverted members in your Jamily ? are
there untaught children in your neighbourhood? are
there drunkards to be reclaimed.? are the.c poor per-
sons to assist, mourners to comfort, sick to visit 72—
What is your present duty 2 To exclaim, ¢ Q fora
John Wesley 1" Not atall. Ttis to act the part of
s Jobn Wesley, and leave the Qh-ing to those who

every one of our readers were doing only this, the
millions would melt away before them, and others, in
an incredibly short time. There are, it is said, sixty
thousand drunkards in these Iands. Let sixty thou-
sand of our readers choose each & drunkard, or an in-
<ipieut drunkard, and give him norest till he becowmes
a sober man. If they would do even this, (and it
right be accomplished in one month,) what a benefit
they would confer upon the whole nation! Or, if
they were, in dependence upon the promised Spirit
of God, to sct their hearts on the conversion of 2
single individual cvery month, and pray and labour
night and day for it,what brilliant aggregate achieve-
ments might bLe performed, and chronicled in heaven,
amid the jubilant hosannahs of angels; and what
mighty inroads would speedily be made upon the
territory of the prince of darkness! Dear reader,
again we beseech youn to be up and doing now. To-
day is your working-day, to-morrow may be your
dying day. While many arc saying, * We can do
nothing, but O for a John Wesley,” let it be yours to
take up the words of Jesns, “ who went about doing
good,” and say, 1 MUST ZWORK THE WORKS."—Dritish
Messenger.

~

SLAVING FOR MONEY.

We pity the man who wears out hisenergies in the
accumulation of riches, which, when amassed, he
will have lost the capacity to enjoy. Xe finds him-
self at the end of his labours, a gnest at his own
feast, without an appetite for its dainties. The wine
of life is wasted, aud nothing remains but the lecs.
The warm sympathics of his heart have been choked
by the incxorable spirit of avarice, and they cannot
be resuscitated., The fountain head of his enthusi-
asm is scaled ; he looks at all things in nature and
in art with the eye of calculation ; hard matter-of-
fact is the only pabulum his mind can feed onj; the
clastic spring of impulse—the poctry of cxistence is
gone.

Are wealth and position an equivalent for these
losses? Is not the millionaire, who has acquired
wealth at such 8 cost, a miscrable bankrupt? In
our opinion there is little to choose on the score of
wisdom, between the individual who recklessly
squanders his moncy as he goes aleng, in_ folly and
extravagance, and the false cconomist who denics
himself the wholesome epjoymients of life, in order
to swell the treasure, which, in tho hardening pro-
cess of scraping up, he had become too mean to
spend, and too selfish to give away. The only
rational way to live, is to mix labour with enjoyment,
a streak of fat, and a stzeak of lean—a pleasant
mixture of excrtion, thankfulness, love, jollity, and
repose. The man who slaves for riches, makes a
poor return to that God who created him for a better

purpose—Jontgomery Ledger.
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THE HAND OF GOD IN THE DESERT.

Bayard Taylor, in his “ Journey to Central Africa,"|

thus spenks of the natural beauties of the great
Nubian Desert.

1 soon fell into & regular daily routine of travel,
which, during my later experiences of the desert,
xnever became monotonous. I rose at dawn every
morning, bathied my eyes with a handful of the pre-
cious water, and drank a cup of coffee. After the
tent had been struck and the camels laden, I walked
shead for two heurs, often so far in advance that I
lost sight and hearing of the caravan. I found an
unspeakable fascination in the sublime solitude of
the desert. I often beheld the sun rise, when, within
the wide ring of the horizon, there was no other
living creature to be seen. He came up like a God.
in awful glory, and it would have been a natural act,
had I cast myself upon the sand and worshipped him.
The sudden change in the coloring of the landseape,
on his appearance—the lighting up of the dull sand
jnto 2 warm, golden hue, and the tintings of purple
and violet on the distant porpbyry hills—was a
morning miracle, which I never beheld without awe.
The richness of this coloring made the desert beau-
tiful; it was too brilliant for desolation. The scen
ery, so far from depressing, inspired and exhilarated
me. I never felt the sensation of physical health
and strength in su.ch perfection, and was ready to
shout from morning till night, from the overflow of
happy spirits. The air is an clixir of life, as sweet,
and pure, and refreshing as that which the first man
breathed, on the morning of creation You inhale
the unadulterated clements of the atmosphere, for
there are no exhalations from moist earth, vegetable
matter, or the smokes and steams which arise from
ihic abodes of men, to stain its purity This air,
cven more than its silence and solitude, is the secret
of one's attachmeont to the desert. It is a besautiful
jllustration of the compensating care of that Provi-
dence which leaves none of the waste places of the
earth without some atoning glory. 'Where all the
pleasant aspects of nature are wanting—where there
is no green thing, no fount for the thirsty lip, scarcely
the shgdow of a rock to shield the wanderer in the
blazing noon-—God has breathed upon the wilderness
ITis sweetest and tenderest breath, giving clearness to
the cye, strength to the frame, and the most joyous
cxhilaration of the spirits.—Ezchange.

“FORGETTING THE THINGS THAT ARE
BEHIND.”

It is a good thing to forget; itis a good thing to
strive afler forgetfulness; it is good to forget our
own sorrows, all except their profit. Why should
we go-back to bring our sorrows again? Why should
we return to seek the experiences which were too
bitter when we had them? Why should we
worry the graves in which they ure buried? Is
not God our God in the future and present, as in the
past?  Will not He who watches the sparrows,
watch those whom He loves better than Iis own
life? And is not His admeasurement of human ex-
perience enough? Bow down when He presses your
head with sorrow ; but when the rair has passed
away, and he sends His gentle winds, see how the
wheat and the flowers shake off the weight of drops
apon you, the rain shed upon your heads by the
clouds of sorrow that passed away from the faco of|
your heaven, if they once bow down yanur heads, let
them do so no longer; lift up your heads, let the
drops that weigh you down, fall {o the carth!

Why brood cither upon your losses? Some look

back upon the cbbing waves of life, as if the wrecks
they carry with them were the wrecks of alll But,
have you lost any thing that you had when you were
born? ilave you lost any thing that you will miss
hereafter? Why moodily consume your heart with
pain, for lack of a litde treasure, for the blight, per-
haps, of an awmbition, which was itself, a blight—
which was, itself, but an excrescence? You have air
to breathe, water to drink, clothes to warm, and a
house to shelter you ; you have friends thatlove you,
a Saviour that dwells or may dwell with you; hope,
that outdates time ; treasure, which no moth can eat,
no thief can steal, no change wlistle away. Why,
cry then for losses which were never worth the tears
shed for them—why sit, looking back into the dark-
ened chamber of the past, mourning and drooping ?

Forget, too, your grief—~though that. perbaps, is
harder to do—your gricef, which eats the soul like a
canker? Why should one forsake his own lhouse
and wander up and down the burial place of grief -
like the poor maniac of the Gadarines? Jv issad
walking under the shadow of bitter thoughts, from
which drops of poison fall upon your heads.

Forget your burdens; carry them not twice and
perpetually.  What if you have been pressed
down? What if your way has been rough and
perilous? Is there no light for you in the future?
Ten thousand stars may rise and you not sce them,
if you stand with your back to the east, gazing and
weeping after yesterday’s sun. That which you lose
in the west, turn, and be patient, and you shall see it
again—you shall behold day once more in the east !

Forget, too, your pleasures, that have blossomed
and shed their leaves. There is a time for all things.
Why should you refuse the ever-springing present,
and only mourn over that which God, when he gave
it to you, told you was but for & moment? TFor
everything that is bright and beautiful oun earthis
sent by God to say to us fwo things: that its beaunty
and brightness is & faint reflection of heaven, and -
that its frailty and quick dropping is an finage of the
evanescence of time; it speaks to usof where we are;
it also tells us of where we shall be.

Of all the past, then, let it be said, “Let the dead
bury the dead.” Call up no more your own sins to
vex you with remorse, as if soul-torment had in it
any morc merit of wholsomeness than monkish
penances and bodily flaggclations. Nay, let the car-
cases of your sins be in the wilderness, wherethey feli,
and do not carry their bones towards Gansan—for
the best repentance of sin is, to letit alone; the best
and most sovereign sorrow for sin is to putin its
place & divinely-inspired virtuc. Forget the old
shames, the old blames, the old griefs, the old plea-
sures, the old joys, the old sins.—Independent.

A NEW BOOK.

The Chart of Life: indicating the dangers and
securities connected with the voyage to immor-
tality, by Rev. James Porter, A. M., author of
The True Evangelist; Operatives’ Friend ; Re-
vivals of Religion, etc., cte.

This isa book of detrils, so minute and specific, that
the perusalof a few of its pages, produced adisposition
to throw the volume aside as weak and unprofitable.
Recollecting, however, its title, © The Chart of Life,”
and calling to mind the fact, that it is next to impos-
sible for such delineations to be too specific; the
reading was resumed—intercst soon took the place
of indiffercnce, and continued to increase, till, upon
having read the whole, the book was closed and 22id
on the table, with the satisfactory consciousness of

having been personally profited by its perusal
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Pietos mud Boings of Subibidaals,

For the Gospel Tribune.
JESUS WEPT. (Jonx x1., 35.)
DY THE YOREST DARD.

Oh, wondrous love, behold a Saviout'stears !

Tn gricf descend upon corruption’s tomb ;

Here (riendsp siecps winle death enrols s years,
And robs the carth~wor:n of its vernant blooin :
Ho stands beside the grave a mourner, 100,

With her who there her weeplng vigil kept 5 :

And oh ¢ jmmensity of sacred woe,

In groaning anguish here the Jesus wept.

He wept, aye wept, conld (riendship ask for more?
Cr love divine a deeper tnibute pay 7

Where nought of carth could ¢'er again restore
The truant spirit to its home of clay =

Before the beggar's tomb hie bows hitn there,
WWhile griefs wild torrent o'er his bosoin swept;—
The * Man of sorrows' bowed himself in prayer—
In groaning prayer the sacred Jesus weps.

Well might the wond'ring Jews that stood and gazed,
Behold the anguish of the sacred chief;

Well might they watch, and cry with awe amazed,

© See how he loved him,” see what wondrous grief'!
But now all's hush'd, no more those tears shail steal
Adown the cheeka where they but now have crepts
‘I'he list'ning Father heard the Sou’s appeal,

& Fathier, I thank thee,” though that I have wept.

Now bursts the mighty volume of his love,

The pawer that proves his origin divine

Proof of equality with God above,

He cails the dust from its sepulchral shrine =

s Lazarus, come forth," the wombreturns the sound—
While thence rurprized the sinrtled echoes leape,
Aund thence cawe fortdy, in linen grave-clothes bound,
T'he Bethanite for whom the Jesus wept.

The soul, on its cthercal pathway fled,

The mandate hears, 1o stay its course, and then,
Rackward, submissive to its God hath sped,

And cnters in its clay-clod home again.

Hail vict'ry—hail. the victor of the tomb,

‘To whoin hath death gave up the dead she kept—
Whose breath hath bade wortality re-bloom,
*Tis glory's conquesi, for which Jesus wept.

Anjgl Lazaruslives again, the Jesus' friend,

By fricndship Huk’d ¢’en to divinity 5

80 may the soul redeem’d agalin ascend,

And o #¢s Saviour claim affinity.

From the sepulchre of our sins sct free, -
The soul awaker'd from the sleep it slepe,

8hall hear the ¢ Lazarus come forth,”” and sce

Thic Jesus stile o'er those for whom he wept.

Fur the Gospel ‘I'ribune.

ON SPIRITUAL GIFTS.

In giving his revelation to men, God raised up
and endowed individuals of the race for that very
purpose. In the communications which they made,
they were not only moved by thé Holy Ghost, but
knew it; hence, says David, “The Spirit of the Lord
spoke &y me, and his word was in my tongue,” 1Itis
farther cvident they knew when the Spirit of the
Lord visited them in this extreordinary manner;
hegee such expressions as * The hand of the Lord
was upon me’—* And the Word of the Lord came
unto me.” © Then said the Lord untome.” “Thus
saith the Lord.” Now Peter referring to this pro-

phetic word, says “ Holy men of God spake a8 they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

When the Saviour made his appearance on earth
the Jews had a book known among them as * The
Oracles of God,” “The word of ‘God,” and * The
Scriptures.” Paul speaking of them says ¢All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” We also
find that before the departure of the Aposties of our
Lord from this world, they referred to their writings
as of equal authority with those of the Old Testa-
ment,—Sce 2 Pet. 3; 2, 15, 16. In these passages we
see that Peter places the commandinents of the
Apostles, and letters of Paul on the same level with
the Scriptures of the Old Testament, and thus an exd¥ly
fourtdation was laid for a direct appeal to the writings
of what we now call the New Testament.

It is always difficult for us to understand a state-
ment of exercises of mind, of which we ourselves
have had no experience. 'We may receive it as a
fact, being sustained by competent evidence, yet not
be well able to understand the *opus opercnde” of
it. When the Spirit of God operates on the mind
throngh the medium of the word, it is so much in
conformity with the laws of mind, that it may scem
at the same moment as if no other influence than the
word in which we believe, and on which we medi-
tate, was excrted. Yet we know from the same
testimony that when the heart of Lydia. was opened
to attend to the things spoken of by Paul, “It was
the Lord that opened her heart” Now though it
is the same Spirit who opcrates on the minds of
inspired men when communicating the mind of God
to men, yet there is an essentual difference in
the 6peration, 2 difference as distinct as a pro-
duct without an instrument and witk one. In the
former case an instrument is created, in the
Iatter, we have the effect of the instrumenti employed.
When Paul says I shew you a mystery, 1 Cor. 15, 51,
We shall ngt all sleep, but we shall all be changed.”
The Spirit of God docs not convince of that truth by
turning his attention to some Scripture previously
revealed, but produces the conviction by immediate
impression, by dircct influence, but my conviction of
that truth, and the spiritual hope and elevation
which it produces, is a result of the Spirit applying
that truth alrcady revealed to the mind. The joy and
peace in believing to which Paul refers, supposes
faith in the testimony of God already yiclded, and tho
abounding of hope through the i)owcr of the Holy
Ghost, which eunsues, springs from disclosures
of the future already made. So then every frag-
ment, of the Divine Will, which reaches beyond
the range of what is called natural religion,
must at one time have been matter of direct
influence; and even the lineaments of natural reli-
gion bad become so obscurgd in the human
mind, that powerful touches of the spirit were neces-
sary to give them a practical legibility. * Life and
immortality are brought to light by the Gospel.”

The difficulty of comprehending this peculiar

operation is readily admitted. It is not, and caanot



THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE. _ y

239

be matier of cxpericnce with us; original communi-
cations and prophetic utterances are something
without us. Theimpression which faith in them pro-
duces is an honour common to all the saints. We
find, however, a great portion of the Word of God is
a narrative of common or stupendous facts, inter-
mingled with important doctrines and precepts
which flow from them; this part of the word of God
is more bare to our capacity, and we can furm a cor-
reet judgment of them, and the necessity of inspired
guidance in narrating them. 1. Properly to select,
and 2ndly. correctly to detail. Without it, what mis-
takes from omission, obtrusion, exaggeration, and
oblivion of memory! Those acquainted with the
character of the Hebrew mind as displayed in their
traditions, will readily admit the necessity of. a for-
cign influence to preserve that mind from thc most
extravagant effusions. The difference between the
traditions and writings of the Hebrews, when left to
themselves. and the tendencies of their truly oriental
minds, and what they produced under the direct
teachings of the Iloly Spirit, is so great and so signal,
as of itself to furnish & powerful argmaent for the
inspiration of the Scriptures; though it has generally
been overlooked. The writings of the Apostles
compared with the writings of their countrymenabout
the same age, are as superior a3 the dress of a Paris-
ian is to that of a savage in his vulgar costume;
superior as the chaste style of Thomas Campbell is
to the rodomontade of & Persian Chief. Superior
a3 quiet truthisto the ravings of romance. An influ-
ence unseen operated on their minds, which correct-
ed all that was extravagant, preserved from all
that was erroncous, and tavght to utter noth-
ing but the truth. And it mattered not whether the
mind expatiated on the remote or near past. The
present with all its agitating interests—or the distant
future with all its otherwise unknown occur-
rences, and glowing felicities. They enjoyed the
self-control of the man who is not mastered by his
thought, but masters it; nor need this at all surprise
us. They were not the dictators, but the trained
amanuenses. ¢ They spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost.”

Ignoring for a moment all that has been said on
the subject of inspiration, Iet us notice tho epithets
employed to describe inspiration, as also the names
by which the men are designated. An adherence to
this method of ascertaining what inspiration is, may
simplify the subject, and render it clear to the mere
reader of the Bible, and satisfy him without human
treatises.

It appears that the Corinthian Church was as
richly endowed with the gifts of the Spirit as any
Church in primitive times, “So that they came be-
hind in no gift.” Disorder in the exercise of those
gifts had been introduced in that church, and Paul
in his first letter attempted to correct that disorder.
And hence we are favored with a glimpse of that
wonderful spiritual endowment, with which the
inspived brethren were favored. The fact, however,

of any individual being so arrayed, did not .secure
tohim its legitimate, orderly, and beneficent, operation.
It was the capacity for doing good, but might be
abused, and was avused. The Apostle, therefore,
lays down certain regulations, for the proper exercise
of those gifts, in the 12th and 14th Chaps. of that
cpistle, and knowing how mere power to do good
necds to be braced with the principles of the more
excellent way, naturally sweetens the discussion
with a beautiful episode on Christian love,

In attempting this connection, Paul has exhibited
to us the varied gifts of the primitive officials in
their ninefold hue; 1 Cor. 12, 28, 29, compare with
vérses 8, 9, 10.  The gift of faith is omitted in the
cnumeration at the end of the class, because proba-
bly it was tpe principle of them all—called by-the
same apostle in Rom. 12, 6. The proportion (or
measure) of faith. Now six of those gifts are not ne-
cessarily gifts unto edification—three are necessarily
s0. I mean by that, their direct tendency is to in-
struct and edify. I thank my God I speak with
tongues more than you all; yet in the church I had
rather speak five words with my understanding, that
I might teack others alsn, than ten thousand words
in an unknown tongue.” Now on the three, whose
tendency is to instruct and edify, we make a few re-
marks in the order of the statement in verses 28 and
29. “God hath sct some in the church ; first, Apos-
tles; sccondly, Prophets; thirdly, Teachers.”

1. Apostles. This is the ‘highest office in the
Christian church, cven in her age of miraculous en-
dowment. The term signifies, the sent. Casaubon
vbserves, that those who were called to transact affairs
rather then to deliver a message, were in common
usage, of the Greeks, called Apostles, agreeably to
this idea of the term Apostle, which accosds well with
its use in the Scriptures.  Epaphroditus, and other
brethren, are called the Apostles of the church,
whose affairs they went to transact; see Phil. 2, 253
2 Cor. 8§, 23. Our version renders the word in said
passages, Alessages, but it is the same, in the Greek,
which is employed in Gal. 1, 1, “Paul an Apostle.”
This explains to us Paul’s meaning in the same verse,
where he says, he was not the Apostle of man, nor
Zy man, viz : that he was notappointed to this office
by men, nor to transact for them, but for Christ—
He, as an Apostle, had more to do than simply de-
liver @ message.  On him and his brother Apostle
devolved the duty of settling the affairs of the church,
Lence built upon the foundation of the Apostles
and Prophets, Christ being himself tire chief corner
stone. Sce also Matt. 19, 28. The following quali-
fications were necessary in an Apostle of Christ.

1. Ho must have scen the Lord. Am notIan
Apostle; have not I seen the Lord?

2. The power of not only working miracles, but
also of conferring gifts on others.  SceAct. 8, 14-18.
Cor. 9, 2. For the seal of mino Apostleship gre ye;
in the Lord.”

3. Also inspired with the “Word of wisdom.”

Compare 1 Cor. 12, 8 with the 28th verse of the same
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Chap. The first in the enumeration of gifts in the
8th verse corresponds with the first officer in the
cnumeration of the gifted men. of the 28th
verse.  Peter speaking of Paul's letters says,
2 Pet. 3, 15, *“Even as our beloved brother Paul also,
according to the wisdom given unto him, hath written
unto you.” Andwhen the Apostle speaks of hisown
mihistrations, he calls the doctrines which he preach-
ed—the wisdom .of God in o mystery—the hidden
wisdom—the manifold wisdom. Morcover, when
mentioning the gifts possessed by the Corinthian
church, and correcting the mistakes in exercising
them, he repeatedly speaks of prophesy and of the
word of knowledge, but never of the “word of wis-
dom,” nor of the Apostles.

Now if these qualifications were necessary in the
Apostles, they could have no suczessors. Al pre-
tence to this office, or to the performance of its func-
tion by men in our day,is a piece of profance mimicry.
It was the highest office in the church; lay within
the period of gifted operation, and ceased with the
men who first sustained it, and enjoyed Tke word of
wisdom ; had seen the Lord, and could confer gfts.

2. A second class of gifted men were the Prophets,
¢ To another is given the spirit of prophecy.” Four
things may be observed in reference to this afflatus
of the spirit.

1. The gift was to be directed according to the
proportion (or measure) of faith. The prophets were
not cxpositors of the Scripture, Lut the original or-
gans of the Holy Spirit,! beyond the sure ground of
the inspiration they had received, they were not
authorized to proceed. Z'hemeasure of faithinstruct-
ed them as to the extent of their inspiration, and if
beyond that, they delivered any thing to the church;
they were liable to, advance error as much as any
inspired brother. Heucethe importance of discerning
spirits.

2. Prophelic inspiration is distinguished from
other gifts by its impetuosity and suddenness. Chap.
14, 29-30.

3. Though sudden and impctuous it was in sub-
jection to the Proplhiets, verse 31. * The spirit of the
Prophet is subject to the Prophet.”

4. It was an attribute of p.ophetic inspiration to
utter importent. truths which they themselves did not
always understand. See 1 Pet. 1, 10-11: Dan. 12,
8, &c., &c.

At the same time it is proper to obscrve that pro-
phecy comprehends more than simple prediction. It
includes also the general instruction of the people.
That they taught them statedly is plainly implied in
the question of the Shunammite’s husband, when she
was sctting off to, visit Elisha, in consequence of the
death of her’son; ‘Wherefore wilt thou, go to him
to-day 7 It is ncither new moon, nor Sabbath ?” See
also Jer. 35, 15: 2 Chron. 36, 15-16. So much for
the gift of Prophecy.

Thirdly. Therewas thegift of the ¢ Word of know-
Jedge.” The office for which this qualified, is desig-
nated by o somewhat general term, Zeacker; and in

. -

Eph. 4, 11, it comprehends three, Evangelists, Pas-
tors, and Teachers. It stood related to the word of
wisdom as to & teacher, that is to say what wisdom
is in the contriver, knowledge isin thelearner. The
celebrated Watt contrives the steam engine, and
makes it known ; then others soon acquire the know-
ledge of its principles, and can work it to purpose.
The word of knowledge consisted much in understand-
ing, and remembering truth when revealed. Tt
enabled the individual to understand the words of
the wise. This, we apprehend, is the gift which
Timothy and Titus had, and which the former was
exborted to stir up. Says Paul, “And the things
which thou hast heard of me, among many wit-
nesses, the same commit thou to faithful men who
shall be able to teach others. It was not what
Timothy discovered or originated, but what %e heard,
that he was to commit to faithful men. It was not
their office to originate anything new, but to detail
accurately thatwhich nad already taken place, or had
already been made known. It is probable, that all
the primjtive Pastors possessed this gift; it did not
supersede reading, attention, and the most absorbing
meditation, 1 Tim. 4, 13. We¢ apprehend thus an
energetic, evangelical ministry enjoy, in a greater or
lgss degree, this gift in the presentday. It produces
their love for the work of a Bishop, and endows them
with their aptitude to teach, and we often witness its
threcfold development in the ministry. of our own
times. Some strongly prefer the work of an Evan-
gelist; they love to wander, proclaiming the glad
tidings! others who greatly prefer the study and the
pulpit. Their ministrations are truly tnstructive.—
They are teachers. A third, whose care for the flock
arounts to a passion; ** Gentle among you as a nurse
cherisheth her children.” We live, if ye stand fast.
They care for the sheep; they are pastors. By all
this we do not mean to insinuate, that the Evange-
list does not instruct, or care for the flock—the
teacher does not go aboutat all, or care for the flock,
or that the pastor cannot instruct or itinerate; but
mean, that these are, respectively, their protrusions
of mind, or, in other words, their forte. Happy,
indeed, are the men who possess them all) in full
and harmonious development.

A wide expanse of water pleases ; that fluid gush-
ing through o narrow channel over a precipitous bed,
awakens attention ; that wide expanse sweeping with
the rapidity of a fast-running river, stirs the emotion
of the sublime. How nobly did the whole panoply
of gifts sit, on the man who made the Governor
tremble—the monarch feel his persuasive power, and
the poor run-away slave enjoy the gentle force of his
pastoral care: “ I besecch thee for myson Onesimus,
whom I have begotten in my bonds, receive him that
is my own bowels.” On the completion of each de-
partment in the days of creation, it was writlen,
“and God saw it was good”—but on the completion
of the whole, he gives his accent to his benediction,
and pronounced it very good. Have you but onegift,
employ it in its proper sphere, foritis good—have you
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many, employ themall in properservice, itisvery good.
Do you belong to the class of souls that create? let
your imagination be sanctified to the service of God,,

or do you belong to the class of minds that recem.?
use what you have acquired in imparting it to others.
“There seems to be only two classes of souls, the
creative and receptive,” I speak with reverence,
there are only two classes of being; the creative and
receptive ; for what is all creatlon but a receptacle
of emanations of the power, and wisdom, and good-
ness of G d, and the human race, of his exuberant

merey. .

For the Gospel Tribune.
REVIEW OF CURTIS ON COMMUNION.

[ Continued.]

11. Did Mr. Hall, or could he act out his principle?

P. 205. Mr. C. observes, “it may be called party
spirit, or any thing clse, but that spirit which impels
aman to act out a principle boldly to all its legiti-
mate results—is onc of the most noble and useful
dispositions that can actuate any man.”

Mr. Iall's principle was, thit nothing ought to be
made a term of communion that is not a term of salvation;
and ot p. 102 and clsewhere, ho is charged with
acting out his principle boldly to all its legitimate
results ; and backward as he might be constitution-
ally, in all that required practical energy, acoording
to Mr. C. it was by no means manifested in re, sard tu
his principle of Open Communion: for he, .\Ir C.,
declares that in his advocac) and exemption of it he
shrunk from no consequences; so that if that spirit
which xmpels a man to act out a principle boldly, &c.,
be.one of the most noble and useful dispasitions, Mr.
Hall has the merit of possessing it, Mr. C. being
witness. He goes on to observe, “the most dedisive
test of truth and error i3, that the former is capablo
of being acted out to all its legitimate consequences,
aud can never lead the party doing s astray, while
tho other, the further it is  pursued, conducts oaly to
the more complicated and gross inconsistencies.”
Tested by this ordeal Opep Communion has no reason
to fear. Let a strict rezard to genuine christian char-
acter be observed in the admission of members,
whether these be Baptists or Pedobaptists : and this
is just acting it out to its legitimate consequences,
and there is no fear for the results; but let Strict
Communion be subjected to this ordeal, and it will
necessarily lead to consequences from which even its
warmest advocates would instinctively shrink. One
of its consequences would be the exclusion from the
Church of Christ of many of the most pious that
ever existed,—another consequence would be the
separation from the Church of Christ of cvery one
knowd to hold any crror however trifling, because
every errvor may be fundamental.

13. Can a profession of ﬁuth be made by a Pedo-
baptist ?

P. 221, Mr.C. says, “ every visible Church must,
in the nature of things, have some visible profession
of christianity among the pre-requisites to its mem-

bership.” As to this we have no dispute with
him. Butwe deny that Baptism is that alone which
can be viewed as a valid profession of faith. Indeed
Baptism is not so properly a profession of fuith as s’
symbol of that profession. Beth faith itself, and the
profession of it arc in every instance prior to Baptism.
The Eunuch professed his faith before he wasbaptised,
and o simple, sincere declaration of faith in Jescs
Christ as the Son of God is Goubpless a valid profes-
sion of faith, independent of Baptism. To confess
w'sth the mouth tho Lord Jesus,—to cail upon his
name, and to evince by a conversation becoming the
Gospel a sincere love to Christ-—to his people, and
to his cause, are far superior in the sight of God to
the most punctilious observance of external cererao-
nics. Surely Mr. C. needs not to be informed of :his.

Mr. Hall very justly observes, ¢ the-genius of the
Gospel is not cevemonial but spiritual—when the
obligations of humility and love come into competi-
tion with a punctilious observauce of external rites,
the genius of religion will easily determine to which
we should incline.” That a pious Pedobaptist can-
not malke a valid profession of religion, because he
cannot see it his duty to be immersed, is to say the
least, an assumption which has no countenance in
the said record. The observance of Baptism, if
alone, God desires not, nor delights in; but a broken
and contrite spirit he will not despise though the
person exhibiting it may not see it his duty to be im-
mersed.

1.1.+3Mr. Hall’s leading position : is it suited to the
present state? .

P. 223. Mr. C. calls it novel, visionary, and quite
unsatisfactory ; it is a sophism , it is incontrovertibly
based on error; it is unsuited to the present state;
it is in short a splendid fullacy. Yet, it appeals to
exalted sentiments; it is maintained by brilliancy
and piety ; it must be pronounced the most enchant-
ing of all visions. It is sublime,—uffurding clevated
contgmplations—too clevated to be realized on earth.
This designation is surcly somewhat anomalous. Its
author scems at a loss for epithets to depict Mr.
Hall's theory. Tpon the whole however, it must be
allowed, anomalous as it is, its excellencies decidedly
predominate. And how can it be proved that what
is urged as derogatory to it is really inherent.
Novelty is not necessarily a discredit to any theory.
1t is vain to call it visionary, for it is perfectly practic-
able. But it is unsatisfactory, he says. This brings
to mind the testimony of Benedict regarding the
working of Open Communion, in Nova Scotia. It
scems they had-commenced on the open system there,
but according tq.him after several years trial they
found it necessary to give it up, becausc their
.churches and ministers found themselvesembarrassed
beyond endurance by the inconsistencics, inconveni-
eacics and collisions in which it.involved them. Tha
Pedobaptists, he says, with whom they associated,
were unquestionably a very pious and devout people,
and nothing but stern necessity influenced them to

decline & continuance of an intercourse in which thegy
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had found much comfort and satisfaction. There is
in this account something .apparcntly cohtradictory.
If they” found muck comfort and satisfactin in their
intercourse with these pious and devout people,
why decline a continuance of it? What did they
want besides comfort and satisfuction?  And of these
he snys, they had “much.”  Surely then independent
of all other considerations, it was folly to give it up

Did they expect by giving up this intercourse, to
attain to unmingled satisfaction? If they did, T fear
they have long ago felt sadly disappointed. ofe
thing i3 certain, many strict Baptist Churches that
could be pointed to, come far short of even muck
comfort and satisfaction. The Opea Communion theory
may appear in some of its phases to be rather unsatis-
factory in its operation,—collisions, real or apparent,
may sometimes occur, and yet it may be that the
fault is not in the theory itcelf, but in those whe
have the working of it. Toleration, or religions
liberty was once viewed by many to be a thing that
would necessarily be quite unsatisfactory in its opera-
tion; yes, many great and good men in the days of
the long parliament werc horrified at the idea of
tolerating sin. Giving every man a right to think for
himself, and to worship God as his own erroncous
conscience might dictate, appeared to many in those
days quite asunsuited to thethen present state ae the
Open Communion theory now does to the striet Com-
munionist. Yes, inthose daysreligious toleration was
viewed and treated by many as a “novel,—a visionary.
and unsatisfactory theory. It washeld to be a “sophism.”
and to be “ dased on error.” We might instance too
the temperance cause. Twenty years ago, fhat was
extensively vicwed as a novel, o visiondary, and unsafis-
Jactory theory. . Had any one dared then to advance
the opinion that the makers and venders of aleohol
would, before twenty years, be held by many to be
murderers of the worst grade ; and that a majority of
the community would be talking in earnest of the
necessity of a stringent prohibitory law, to put down
at once, and for ever, the mauufacture and sale of
intoxicating drinks ; he, I say, who should have done
this twenty years ago, would have been scouted as a
wild fanatic. Mr. Hall'sleading position (viz. “ that
no church has a right to establich terms of Commu-
nion, that are not terms of salvation”) so sublime as
to be unsuited to the present statel Affording con-
templaiions too clevated to te realized on earth

What & eulogy on the Open Communion theory
One says, “be ye perfert as your father who is
in heaven is perfect.” What! perfect as God in
heaven! How wvain to attempt it. It is too sublime!
to be suited to this present state,—affords contempla-
tions too clevated to be realized on earth. Never-
theless it appears we must attempt it, the command
is equally as imperative as the command to be bap-
tized, and however difficult it may be to-forbear with
our erring brother, and it may sometimes be very
difficult to that “manner of spirit” which we possess,
‘90t assuredly, we have norecourse b try, and when

we find that we in any measure fail, we must confess
our short comings, and try again.

15. Is there in Mr. Hall's plan of a Catholic church
a likeness to the Popish plan of & Catholic Church?

(Ib.) Mr. C. says, “It would not be difficult to show
that the fallacy of the Romish plan for uniting all
the members of the invisiblo church, in one visible
Communion is traceable to the sume original source
as that of R. Iall, .

Actual cxistence by physical or natural generation,
connected with consecration by ritual purification 1s
held to qualify for memberskip in the Roman Catho-
lic Church; but actual existence by spiritual regenc-
ration is the requisite qualification for membership
in Mr. Hall's Catholic Church. The difference then
between the two plans of catholicity, is just as great
as that between carnal and spiritual i. e. they are
precisely opposites.  But there is at least one feature
in which a Strict Communion Charch strongly resem-
bles the Romish Church, viz., there is no admission
to either, whatever be the character of the candidate,
without a consecration by ritual purification. Ia
short, the Roman Catholic Church is a promiscuous
community, embrucing all fit to live on the face of
the earth, without regard to nicty or genuine chris-
tian character.. Mr. Hall's Catholic Church is a
select community embracing all those, and those only
who love the Saviour and bear his image.

16. DoStrict Communionists virtually excommuni-
cate or expel Pedobaptists from the Church?

186. In attempting to ward off the charge urged
against Strict Communionists, for virtually excom-
municating their fellow christians, though recogniz-
ing them as christians, Mr. C. asks “ How can it be
pretended that we excommunicate? This would in
themildest terms be toseparate from Church relations
those who had once sustained them. But the indivi-
duals in question are those with whom we never
Lave sustained church relations,—who have not
sought them, who would not be willing to comply
with our terms of membership, &c.” It is very likely
Mr. C. never had an opportunity of saying noto a
Pedobaptist applicant for membership, none having
ever applied; but he knows that the reason why
none apply is, he having declared himself a Strict
Communionist: tha! amounts to a determined 7o to
cvery Pedobaptist aware of the fact; so that it is
perfectly idle for him to talk as he does here and
elsewhere, as if an instance could never occur of a
Pcdobaptistrequesting fellowship in a-Baptist Church.
Some of them sought, and obtained *Church rela-
tions” in Mr. Hall's Church, and it may be presumed
that Mr. C. was aware of it. And it was ouly tho
part of prudence for him (Mr. H.) to say on what
grounds he justified himself, knowing that his proce-
dure was condemned by many of his brethren. As
to Pedobaptists being unwilling to comply with
Mr. C.'s terms of membership, that may be, and is,
his blame if he adopts that as a term of membership,
which is unwarranted by the Head of the Church:

and this is precisely what is pleaded : it matters not -
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though other sects'do the same, as he says, that will
by no means justify him, if he constitute any thing a
term of Communion in his church, which would
necessarily exclude the people of God from those
privileges to which he has given them a right. There
are circumstances in-which Strict Communion might
be the necessary cause of actual expulsion to a re-
spectable minority,—it might be & majority estimat-
ing by real weight of christian character; such
might happen in such a case as that of Mr. Innes and
his Church; and besides it is surely conceivable that
the majority in the Open Communion Church might
by such powerful advocacy as Mr. C.’s, be converted
to Strict Communion views. Then, on his principle
there would have to be actual expulsion unless the
Pedobaptists, which might be in the Church, could
be persuaded to retire. And there might be many
other circumstanceswherein Strict Commanion would
require actual cxpulsion, in fact a right to refuse
necessarily involves a right to expel.

17. Does our believing Pedobaptists to be unbap-
tised amount to the same thing as if they delicved
themselves unbaptised ?

Ilere lies the grand error of strict Communionists
they hold that our believing Pedobaptists to be un-
baptised, amounts to the same as if Pedodaptists
themselves keld the sume belief, and consequently that
their refusing to be baptised involves disregard of
the ordinance. It would surcly be superfluous to
offer argument to prove that there is an immense
difference between our belicvingthem to be unbaptised,
and themselves believing so ; though we must, with our
views of baptism, view them .as unbaptised, they
may nevertheless have a s”  :reregard for the ordin-
auce of Christ, and we k. .x thousands have had,
butif they belicved themselvesunbaptised, and refused
to submit to baptism, it is impossible we could be-
lieve them to have a regard to the ordinance. 1If
indeed, our believing Pedobaptists to be unbaptised,
amounted to the same thing as if they believed so
themselves, that would form a far better basis for
strict Commnunion, thap the principle which Mr. C.
aims to establish, and be may be assured that if he
will make it out satisfactorily that our delicving Pedo-
baptists to be unbaptised and themselves believing it,
are in all respects the same, it will narrow the point
at issue, indeed, and he will be saved the trouble of
defending strict Communionists any more for ever;
for it is our confidence in the Godly sincerity of Pe-
dobaptists, in their pious regard to the ordinances
of Christ, that enables us unblushingly to defend
their right to Communion.

18. A sad misapprehension.

p- 233. #“Churches formed throughout the whole
Christinn world,.on such a basis (the basis of Open
Communion) would contain at prescnt so vast a
numerical majority of Pedobaptists, that it would be
absurd and arrogant in us to claim them.”

Here Mr. C. is evidently full of the notion that
wherever Open Communion prevails, immediately all
the churches in Christendom must be broken up, and

the members of all jumbled together, and then a new
race of churches formed out of the mass. Whereas,
all the alteration that would probably take place,
would be that here and there a few Pedobaptists,
perhaps on an average not.over two or three per
cent, might gain admittance into Baptist churches,
and a like proportion of Baptists might be found in
Pedobaptist churches; for, doubtless, though the
question were decided to-morrow, the churches in
existence would remain pretty much as they are; all
the difference would probably be that whe local, or
similar circumstances made it more convenient or
desirable for a Baptist to jvin & Pedobaptist church
than a Baptist one, there would be no obstacle to his
doing so, und just so with Pedobaptists; but all
other things being equal, there cannot be s doubt
that Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Methodists, Con-
gregationalists and Baptiste, would remain as now
constituted, unless, indeed, the forbearance of primi-
tive times were at once restored to the church.

19. Does & Quitker honour haptism?

p- 234. Mr. Nocl having stated that Pedobaptists are
admitted to Open Coinmunion churches, on the
around that they are believers, who keep the com-
mands of Christ, korour baptism and believe that they
have been baptised, Mr. C. is led to ask the above
question. Now, it must be allowed he does instance
one Quaker, who reqested admission to the Supper;
but it might surely be questiioned whether he was a
Quaker, or if he was of sound mind. At all
cvents, in making such a request, he was abundon-
ing 5. much of his Quakerism, that he might be ex-
pected soon o relinquish the remainder.

20. Did the Saviour intend the mutual love, and
union which he enjoined, and for which he prayed,
to extend so far as to bring all christians into one
visible church ?

p. 239. M=, C.asserts the negative: he says, ¢ The
Saviour could not have intended so, because, if he
did, the Roman Catholics are right, and we are wrong,
for this is their boasted unity.” If the union of the
Roman Catholics be indeed the unity of the Spirit,
and produced by lively faith and gernine Christian
love, so manifested by brotherly fellowship that the
world cannot butsee, and be converted, they are right,
and if we possess not this love and unity we are
wrong. The Roman Catholics do not contend for the
union of those and those only who are the genuine
disciples of Christ, but merely of nominal Christians,
a difference so great as to render it out of the ques-
tion to refer to them as exemplifying & christian
union comparable to that for which Mr. Noel con=
tends. The Roman bond of union is ritual purifica-
tion, and unlimited submission -to the priesthood,
irrespective of character. The bond of union for
which Mr. Nocl pleads is the possession of like pre-
cious faith in, and sincere love of Christ. There is
then, in the Roman Catholic church, no cause for
the conclusion that the Saviour did not intend those
for whom he prayed to be brought into, onc visi-
ble church. The Saviour prayed that all his
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people might be one, and whether he mcéant
onc church, or whatever it wag, it is unqu-a-
tionable that hie meant it to be pisible; for how
else could the world be constrained to believe by its
exhibition? There is therefore no question but that
by his onc universal church on earth was meant,
that very church which Mr. C. calls invisible.

1t is no wonder though Mr. C. manifests great em-
barrassment in his attempt to make Strict Commun-
ion cousistent with the language of these passages,
he is evidently at a loss what to say of them—and
therefore what he does say is guite incoherent. Ie
admits the justice of Noel's remark * The union of all
the followers of Christ must be so manifested by
brotherly fellowship that the world may see and be
converted”—while he contends that ¢“the oncness
which the injunction and prayers of the Saviour in-
culcate, so far as relates to church fellowship, must
be a felt and acknowledged union in the one mvisible
church.,” DBut how is he to know that a professed
christian he comes in contact with is really a member
of the universal church? And how could the members
of an invisiblechurch manifest brotherly followship that
the world may see and be converted ? It is worthy of
noticehow herings changes on the terms wwistble and
universal. #Now we are as ready (he says) as other
denominations to testify our regard, by all consistent
means, for pious Pedobaptists, as members of the
universal church.” What are we to understand by
this universal church, of which pious Pedobaptists
are members, and with whom as members of this
universal church, he is willing to unite in
prayer, in great moral and religious enterprises &e. 7
If it is an tnvisible church how could this union be
exhibited tothe world? If the world behold Baptists
rejecting, or refusing the fellowship of their Pedobap-
tist brethren, how could it be converted by seeing
this manifestation of brotherly jfellowship ? and this he
scems to say,—or it may be fairly inferred from his
reasoning, that this is all the union between Baptists
and Pedobaptists that can lawfully be exhibited in
vistble churches! The designation #nvisible church is
a sort of reserve which Mr. C. constantly falls back
upon to asist him'out of any difficulty which would
be otlierwise insurmountable; and that is really a
nonentity ; the Saviour never established, nor does
he acknowledge any such church on the face of the
earth. \

21. To tolerate sny crror not inconsistent with a
state of salvation. What would be the consequence
ofit?

p. 241. Mr. C. says the result frould be that “We
must receive into the full Communion of every Bap-
tist church Episcopalians, Quakers, and Romar Ca-
tholics, and members of the Greek Church, &c.

It appears from this, and much that he advanced
elsewhere, that Mr. C. had it firmly fixed in his mind
that if the principle of Open Communjon were acted
on, Baptist churches would straightway be inundated
by a flood of Episcopalians, Quakers, Roman Catho-
lics, &c.; applying for admission to their fellowship !

In another place lu‘) even talks of the probability of a
Baptist church having o Roman Catholic for its min~
ister | The high probability, however, nay, the moral
ceriainty, is, that not one papist at least would ever
seek fellowship in a Baptist church, And suppose a
Fenelon or Pascal should, once in a few centitrics,
gain admission into a Baptist Clhurch, would it ruin
the Baptist cause ? ‘What, though a John Milton, or
a John Newton, or a Neander, or even a John Foster,
should oceasionally find his way into a Baptist
Church, would it be a calamity? Itis to be feared
there are very few Baptist churches that have not
some members that they have less cause to be proud
of than they would be of any one of these men.

22. An instituted connection beiween baptism and
the Lord’s Supper. What is it ?

p. 246. Mr. C. says “Ie (Mr Noel) even admits that
there is an instituted connection between baptism and
the Lord’s Supper. To us it appears that in admitting
aninstituted connection, he admitsevery thing.” What
Mr. Noel precisely meant by an instituted connection,
it is hard to say; but itis certain the meaning he
attaches to it must be very different from that at.
tacehd to it by Mr. C.; for assuredly Mr. N. does not
mean to admit every thing that Strict Communionists
want; nor indeed to admit any thing of any import-
ance to Mr. C. The only connection that would-avail
Strict Communion is a necessary or -indispensable one,
that is a connection that in no possible circumstances
could be dispensed with :—Such as that between
fuith and salvation : A connection that would render
it impossible for an unbaptised Christian to observe
the Lord's Supper acceptably, however decided . .
other respects may be his Christian character. Such
a connection as this, and this is the only one, that
would justify strict Communion, we pointedly-deny;
chiefly because the Institutor himself, by his deal-
ings towards thousands of Pedobaptists, gives the lic
direct to such a conclusion. If Pedobaptists were
really viewed by the Head of the Chureh, as living
in the culpable neglect of his ordinance, is it conceiv-
able that we should behold many of them basking in
his favour ag they are evidently sgen to do? No! God
indced gives most obvious manifestations that he
respects not Baptists any more than Pedobaptists, on
account of their peculiar views and practice; but that
in every denomination he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness is accepted of him,

23. Mr. Nocl's concession at the water's cdge.
Is it any value to atrict Communion.

p- 247. The concession is, *if we should continue
to attend the Lord’s table without being baptised,
knowing that Pedobaptism is not the baptism ap-
pointed by Christ, we skould be. doing contrary to all
the precedents of the New Testament.”  Mr. C. italicises
the Iatter clause, whereas it is the clause “knowing
that, &c.,”-that was doubtless the emppatic clause;
for that renders the concession utterly uscless ta
Striet Communion.

24, A gross misrepresentation,
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p- 260. Mr. C. says “Free Communiox cuts at tho
root of investigation by denying all'necessity for it
By admitting both partics as sufficiently correct, it
practically says, there is nothing requiring investi-
gation.”

This is a gross misrepresentation. Pedobaptists
are not admitted as correct, but as in a mistake;
though not such a mistake as to affect their State
before God, if in the sincere belief thut they are right.
As well might it be said that God himself, in accept-
ing pious Pedobaptists, cuts at the root of investiga-
tion by denying all necessity for it:—by admitting
them to be sufficiently correct, he practically says
nothing requires investigation. That thousands of
them are accepted into his favour, Mr. C. will not
and cannot deny, yes, and into fellpwship, as intimate
and endearing as Baptists themselves can pretend to.

In the next paragraph (p. 261) it is plain thet sus-
pected want of sincerity cuts at the root of his Chris-
tian forbearance.

25. A gross misapprehension.

p- 262. Mr. Noel had alleged the propriety and
necessity of requiring from candidates, credible proofs
of true discipleship,~—a profession of faith and festi-
monials of conduct; and in case of a dread of sanction-
ing Qisobedience, Mr. Nocl suggested that it may
require of each Pedobaptist candidate a distinct pro-
fession that he believes he is doing the will of Christ
in refusing after examination, &e. Mr. C. remarks,
here, in the shape of credible proofs, testimonials,
professions, §c., a great deal more is admitted and
proposed to be required of candidates for commu-
nion, than is necessary to salvation,

This is absolutely trifling. Mr. C. cannot but
know that whether credible proofs, §c., of piety be
necessary to salvation or not, they are absolutely
necessary to enable us to distinguish between the
pious and the impious; to this, baptism is not neces-
sary. He himself believes thousands of Pedobaptists
are Christians: this he could not do without credible
proofs. As to Tequiring a distinct profession of
sincerity in refusing to be baptised, though not
strictly essential fo salvatiom, it may yet in somerather
doubtful cases be quite properly required, or at least
requested, and if, on being requested, it should be
declined, it might safely be viewed as no very
equivocal evidence of the absence of genuine piety,
and consequently of the unfitness of the party for
membership in a Christian Church: for he could
have no plausible pretence for refusing the special
profesais a rvquested.

In conclusion, I may notice that Mr. C. assumes
that the members of one particular church, have
no rzght to commune in “another particular
Church, evea though the church be of the same
faith and order.

This is a very questionable position. Churches
mey have Iaws or regulations in their Constitution
that would deny the right of members of one sister

church to commune in another ; but according to the
laws of the King of Zion, no Christian Church is
warranted to refuse communion to a Christian, bear-
ing satisfactory testimonials of good standing in a
sister Church, or credentials ‘of Christian character.
If a member of another Cburch, says he, does partake,
it is by Christian courtesy ; as much as to say,
he might warrantably be denied the privilege: but this
assumption is quite unwarrantable: for whatever
may be said as to the nght which a Church has, as
an independent asssociation, to frame regulations for
its own Government, it has not a tittle of right to
make any regulations that would debar one of his
people from the privileges of his house. It was
nccessary to form new and separate churches as
Christians became too numerous to meet in one
place ; or when the distance between the localitics of
the believers was such as to render it impracticable
for them to assemble together; but that their being
formed into separateand independent socicties should
form a reason for the one to refuse to commune with
the other as occasion offered is & notion which cer-
tainly has no countenance in the New Testament.
For Churches to be formed into separate and distinct
socicties when numbers and distance of locality render
their mecting in one place impracticable, while they
acknowledge each other as brethren by communing
together as occasion offers, is. no schism; but to
separate andrefuse each other’s fellowship on grounds
unauthorized by the Iead of the Church, is certainly
schism, if such a thing exists. Z. T,

For the Gospel Tribune. '
YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.
dn account of the Origin, jstory, and Proceedings of

the Association established in London, England: read
before the Toronto Association, in November, 1854,

BY EDWARD GREGORY. .

My Dear Friexps,—It is very pleasant for me, an
entiré stranger in this city, to find here 2 Socicty of
Christian Young men with whom I can claim fellow-
ship, and who have the same objects in view, and
strive to bring about the same good results that the
Young Men’s Christian Association of London is
seeking.

I shall proceed at once, according to the best of
my ability, to give you an account of that Society ;
and first I will tell you what I know of its history.
My information on this head is not very perfect ; still,
as what I have heard of its origin is very interesting,
and, as I believe, substantially correct, I will not
omit it.

Some time previous to the year 1844, an earnest-
minded Christian young man obtained a situation in
a large wholesale and retail drapery establishment
in the heart of London. The owner was & man of
the world, and his assistants loved religion still less
than he. This was not & place in which a Christian
could be happy, and many would have considered it
best for them to leave, lest, by so strong and so cone
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stant a temptation, they should be overcome. It was
not so with the young man I'bave mentioned to you ;
knowing that God can do all things, and that he is
the hearer and answerer of prayer, he determined,
relying on divine strength, to endeavour to effect a
change in this houschold. For a long time he la-
boured, by precept and example,; without much suc-
cess ; but at last he saw the fruit of hiz labours ; not
one or two, but a large majority of those young men,
and ultimately the employers also, were brought to
a knowledge of the truth through his efforts.  As the
Sabbath afternoon came round, these new converts,
convinced that it was wrong to take their pleasure
on that day, and anxious to understand the way of
saivation more clearly, commenced a sort of conver-
sational Bible Class in the sitting room of the es-
tablishment, and this was the germ of the Young
Men’s Christinn Association.

In the year 1844, it was first publicly made known,
and it then, and for four years afterwards, held its
meetings at some rooms in Serjeant’s Inn; then, find-
ing more accommodation wasrequired, they removed
to ‘the rooms formerly occupied by a branch of the
Whittington Club, at No. 7, Gresham Street, in the
very centre of the commercial houses of the city of
London. In these rooms I have spent many pleasant,
and, I hope, profitable hours. The basement and
ground floors of the buildings in which they are sit-
uated, are occupied as drapery ware-houses; all
above belongs to the Society. On the first floor they
have fitted up a newspaper-room, about the size of
the lecture-room at the Mechanics' Institution, and
containing daily and wekly papers from all parts of|
England. They have also one Dublin, 6ne Edinburgh,
one French, and one American paper. In this room
is sold tea and coffee, and a few plain catables, for
the convenience of members. The room is fitted up
with mahogany couches and tables, and cane-seated
chairs. Writing materials are placed on the centre-
table. In the rear of this room, on the same floor, is
a class-toom.  On the floor akove this is the period-
ical room, fitted as below, with couches, tables, and
chairs, and, in addition, carpeted, and lighted by two
fine glass cbandeliers. This room contains all the
best periodicals and reviews published in England,
whether religious or secular. Out of this room you
go through a short passage, laid out as a-conserva-
tory, into the reference-library, fitted up like the last

room, but containing two large globes, a valuable
atlas, and several dictionaries and othér works of'
reference. In these two rooms writing materials are|
placed. On the same floor is the Lending Library,
containing & large number of valuable books. On'
the floor above this are a class-room, o lavatory,
committee rooms, and other offices. The whole of
these rooms are well warmed in winter. The class-
rooms were occupied last winter By six diﬂ‘erent,’

dents in each case found their own books. A course
of winter lectures in connexion with this Society are
delivered every year, in Exeter ITall; for admittance to
thede an ndditional feo must be paid.

The religious meetings now claim your notice; and
these are the distinguishing characteristics of the
Socicty. If these meetings failed it would become a
sort of Mechanics' Institution, a thing not to be un-
dervalued, but still far less useful than a Young Men's
Christian Association. Four of these mectings are
held each week. The first is a prayer-meeting on
Sunday morning, at 9} o'clock ; the sccond a Bible.
class, at 3} o'clock, the same afternoon ; the third a
prayer-meeting, held at 6 o’clock, on Monday evening;
the fourth, alternately s devotional meeting and an
address, on Thurday evening, at 8} o'clock. The
Sunday morning and Monday evening prayer-meet-
ings I never attended, but I presume they were con-
ducted very much in the same manuer as ordinary
prayer meetings. The Bible-class and devotional
meeting require more particular attention.

About 200 young men would assemble for the
Sunday afternoon Bible-class, in the newspaper
room, the newspaper stands being cleared away, and
vows of chairs put in their place. At the appointed
time the leader would give out & hymn, which would
be sung standing ; then a short but earnest prayer
would be offered, all kneeling the while. When this
was over, the leader would read the passage of Scrip-
ture chosen for discussion, just mention a few points
that he thought particularly worthy of attention, and
then leave it in the hands of the young men assem-
bled, taking part only as a moderator, in case a dis-
pute waxed warm, or to bring baclk the subject toa
strictly practical bearing, if he thought it was be-
coming too speculative. At first the discussion
would be very dull, but gradually it would rise higher
and higherin interest, till towards the end there was
no lack of speeches. Asg‘the time drew near for
closing, the leader would rise and endeavour, ina
few earncst remarks, to apply the subject to the heart
of cach one present. After this, another hymn aund
anotlier prayer would cloge the meeting. After the
Bible-class, tea is provided gratis for all who chose

to stay and partake of it; this allows friends from-

different parts of London to have a chat together, and
it also gives an opportunity for some of the leading
men to go round and welcome new comers, invito
them to attend again, and inquire after their spiritual
welfare. A little before 6 o'clock, altwould leaveto
go to their several places of worship, and the rooms
would be closed. Two more Bible-classes, conducted
in the same way, but of smaller size, are held ip
other rooms of the establishment.

The Thursday evening meeting is held in the pe-
riodical room, and is alternately alecture or address,
and a devotional meeting. The lectures and addresses

kinds of classes: two French classes, several sing—'are cither secular or feligious, at the option of the de-
ing classes, and g discussion class, for which no ex-liverer, but usually having areligious tendoney. The
tra fee was paid, and Latin, German, and Hebrew{dcvotional meetingtwas conducted as follows :—Tirs
classes, for which an eitra fee was demanded. Stu-|a hymn, and then a prayer, all kneeling, as at the

-
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Bible-class ; then o sccond hymn and prayer; then
a general invitation would be given for any who felt
inclined to make & few remarks: these generally
consisted of an aneccdote, an attempt to impress some
passage of Scripture uppn the minds of those present,
or an oxhortation to practise some particular Chris-
tian victue. There was a great deal of carnestness
sud apparent sincerity, and very seldom any attempt
at display or dictation in these short speeches. Some
were mere stammerings, othere weroe fluent and even
cloquent. When the time had expired, the leader
would make a few remarks, give out » hymn, and the
meeting would conclude with prayer Sometimes
the scene was varied by tho receipt of intelligence
from the Young Men’s Christian Association of Ge-
neva, or Paris, or Australia, or from some town in
England. At one time Mr. McCormack, Hon. Sec'y
of the New York Associntion, was present, and gave
an account of that Socicty ; at another time a brother
fcome Dublin was present; at another & Christian
farmer from the banks of the Ohio. This meeting
was the most pleasant of any to me. Many a time I
have found it very refreshing amidst the bustle and
turmoil of London life.

In addition to the meectings already mentioned,
there i3 an annual meeting of members to cuoose
officers; an annual public meeting in Excter Hall;
an annual public breakfast, and a half-yearly tea-
meeting of members.

The Society has two classes of members,—¢ Mem-
bers of the Association” and ¢ Subseribers.” Every
“Member of the Association” must previously be a
member of some Evangelical Christian Church; and,
joining the Association, he tal.es upon himself the
duty of doing what he can for the spiritual welfare
of young men in London. Each member, on being
admitted, receives g letter similar to the following:
“Young Men's Christian Association. Library aal
Reading Room, 7, Gresham St., City. My Dear Sir,—~
I have the pleasure to inform you that you were re-
ccived 23 & member of the Association by the Com-
mittee, on the (15th) inst., and I herewith enclose
your card of membershiv. As the design of the As-
sociation is the promotioa of the spiritual welfare of
young men, will you allcw me to suggest that you
seek in your daily acts and habits to realize this
great aim. By the grace of God strive to make your
spiritual concern and influcnce felt by every uncon-
verted young man with whom you me:t. Make it
apparent that you esteem it an object worth labour,
self-denial, and prayer to save a soul from death.
Pray daily for the members of the Socicty as for
brethren who are united for this all important end,
Try to induce all Christian young men whom you
may know to j'oin the Association, Watch for op-
portunities of inviting others to the Bible-classes and
devotional meetings of the Society. As a believerin
the Lord Jesus Christ, let it be secen that you have a
mission to fulfil to the world ; in Him there is all
grace treasured up for you. That you may live by
faith on the Son of God, and know the blessedness

of doing His will as though it were your meat and
drink, is the earnest desire of, Yours, &c. The Com-
mittee being desirous of knowing the members per-
sonally, and of commending them to God in solemn
prayer, on the occasion of their reception, will bo
glad if you can meet them on the evening of next,
&e.?

Subscribers are admitted, without any inquiry into
character, on payment of £1 1s. sterling per annum.
A meinber is not allowed to use the library, reading-
rooms, and classes, unless he is also a subscriber;
but he may attend the religious meetings, and take
friends with him. A subscriber has all these privileges.

The Society is very fortunate in its Hon. Sceretary;
he is a young man of independent fortune, consider~
able talent, good education, and very carnest picty,
who devotes his whole time and encrgies to the in-
terests of the Association. He is to be found daily .
at the rooms for the purpose of advising with any
who may be in a perplexed or anxious state of mind;
and, in addition-to this, he offers to write to any who
cannot come to see him, He also conducts the for-
eign correspondence of the Society, and frequently
visits Associations in other towns of England., He
is & most valuable man, and the Society will have
much cause for regret when it loses him.

Just as I left Englazd I wa$ informed that this
Society was about to remove to larger premises, and:
I learn from & paragraph in the British Banner that
they have since done so.

With this my account of the Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association of London closes, and I shall be
happy if it contributes, in any way, to the welfare of
the Toronto Association.

A LITTLE GIRL IN DOUBT.

Last Lord’s day, (Jan. 14th,) a christian lady, ot
this city, was, as she has just informed the writer,
startled, as from a decp sleep, by her little daughter,
a child of nine years, asking her “if PresUyterian’s
Methodists, Baptists and Congregationalists, would
all worship God, StearaTery v Heaven 7’  This
is a thrilling rebuke. Alas! Alas™ that the
conduct of these christian denominations should
thus “offend” o little child; causing her to stumble
in her faith respecting the unity of heavenl Here
christian reader, is not & question framed.fot effect;
it stands before you as the living embodiment of
unsophisticated skepticism, for which it is impossible
to deny that good and sufficient cause exists! Cause
which lies as a stumbling block in the pathway of
every child, calculated to hurl it into just such skep-
ticism; which, in too many cases, strengthens and

grows with the increese of years, till belief in God
and all the restraints of his word are thrown to the
winds, and the wretched victimslive and dic without
God and without hopein the world. Better for
denominationalismsthat mill-stones were hung abount
their necks, and that they were all drowned in-the
depths of the sea.
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Wobenvents of Organizations.

N Vet

From Evangelical Christendom.

THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE AND THE SAB-
BATIL.

A Prize of One Hundred Pounds is offered by the
Council for an Essay on the Sabbath, to be written
with a special view to crrculation amony the higher classes
of the commun:ty. The Essay will be expected to bring,
into view—the theories which have prevauled in re-)
gard to the Sabbath—the scriptural authonty andj
obligation of the Sabbath—the history and advan-|
tages of the Sabbath—the present actual extent of
Sabbath desecration in our own and other countries—
the extent of such desecration, as compared with what
it has been—the causes to which it is attributable,
and the moral means by which it may be counter-
acted. It is.not intended to limit writers to these
topics. They merely show the kind of work which
the Council desiderate. It is wished that the whole
subject of the Sabbath may be clearly and fully
dealt with. The work must be sound in argument—
strictly correct in facts and statistics—powerful in
its appeals, and, of course, free from sectarian and
political bias; and must not exceed a moderate-sized
octavo volume. Competitors tosend in their MSS.
for adjudication, not later than the 1st of October,
1855, addressed to the Secretaries of the Evangelical
Alliance, 7, Adam-street, Strand, London, to whom
all communications on the subject of the Essay are
likewise to be addressed. Bach MS. to have a motto
inscribed onit, and to be accompanied with a sealed
letter having the same motto, and enclosing the name
and address of the writer. The first edition of the
successful Essay, to the extent of not more than 2000
copies, to be the property of the Council. The Rev.
Dr. Hareer, Professor of Divinity in the United Pres-
byterian Church, the Rev. Joux Jonpax, Vicar of
Enstone, and the Rev. Dr. SrowrLi, President of
Cheshunt GCollege, have consented to act as Ad-

-judicators—by 1whose award the Jouncil will be
bound, on thedistinct understanding that the Essay selected
as the best shall also be deemed by them to be worthy of
the subject, and of the cause designed to be promoted.

From the Northern Standard.

ANTI-PATRONAGE MOVEMEMT IN THE ESTAB-
LISHED CHURCH.

At the meeting of the Presbytery of Glasgow, Dr.
Gillan introduced his motion, of which he bad pre-

compliment to the patrons who consulted the feclings
and judgment of the people, by allowing them a lect
of candidates, and it was some such arrangement he
desired as would make that which had been nobly
granted by many binding upon all. The present he
looked upon as the fuvourable time for accomplish-
ing the desired end.  Patrons, from the Queen to the
town Council, were disposed;to act in a liberal spirit,
and the Government, he was credibly informed, were
also dispased to entertain some such measuré. By
effecting a modification of the law of patronage, he
anticipated the return of many who had seceded frum
the ranks of the Establishment, and ere long the
Church of Scotland would be the cburch of the
majority instead of the minority of the peuple.  Dr.
Gillan concluded 2 long and ecloquent speech by
submitting his motion.

Mr. M’Lean scconded the motion, and supported it
in terms similar to those of the mover.

Dr. M'Leod was not aware that there had been any
correspondence with the Government on the subject,
but he would like to know what reasen there wag to
suppose that the aristocracy wished to give up
patronage, or that Lord Aberdeen was favorable to
the proposed measure.

Mr. Brown suid the motion seemed to him to be
quite uncalled for, and moved as an amendment,
that it is inexpediont.

Dr. Smith seconded the amendment.

Mr. )'Laws, elder, assured the Presbytery that this
was a question which was exciting much of the
attention of the laity, and he felt it his duty to sup-
port Dr. Gillan’s motion.

Dr. Gilian, in reference to Dr. A'Leod’s rematk,
said, he understood that at the sitting of last Assem-
bly, a certair winister had correspondence with
members of (Lovernment on this subject, who had
expressed themselves favorable to a modification of
the law.

Dr. Hill thought they should\be in possession of
some more definite information as to the intentions
if Government before they took any steps. The
church was not at present suffering anything like
distress; great and importart duties were before her,
which imperatively demanded the attention of her
ministers; and he very rauch deprecated the setting
up of a crusade of this description, so much calcula-
ted to promote discord. As for uniting Voluntarics
and other Dissenters by the passing of sucha measure,
the idea appeared to him to be groundless.

Dr. Barr would prefer that the question of patron-

viously given notice, to the effect that the Presby tery | 8¢ Were not made the subject of discussion at the
overture, the General Assembly to memorialise Gov-y present. They had now for a number of years, been
ernment to modify the law of patronage. He adverted)!2 the enjoyment of harmony, and calm, quiet sefresh-
to the fact, that hie had Leen warned, in the event of, ing, aud he was strongly under the impression that
proceeding with this motion, he might expect to meetythe introduction of any topic, such as this would
with powerful opposition, Lut to his mind, there was,interfere with that calm. At the same time, if Dr.
urgent necessity for bringing it forward ; and it was  Gillan pressed his notion, he (Dr. Barr) must con-
because of the respect he held for the Church ofjScientiously sapport it.

Scotland, and decply solicitous for her improvement,; Dr. Napier and Dr. Craik opposed the motion, and
that he had venturcd to bring forward his meotion.  Mr. Park supported it.

He asked for a modification of the law, not that he| Dr. Gillan having replied, it was agreed to take tho
objected to its repeal, but he had no hopes of at{vote, when there appeared,

present obtaining it.  If that was accomplished, they| p,- he motion, 8 ; for the amendment, 38.

would only have returned to the constitution of they Only three eld rted 11 i rinal
Established Church at the Reformation. Dr. Gillan, JR'F *rcC elders suppo 1¢ ongial motion.

proceeded at great length to recite the history of the
act, and contended that the passing of it was an‘ Gentility consists not in birth, wealth. manners or
infringement of the Treaty of the Union, and that the, fashion, but in a high seuse of honour, and a deter-
patrons, when it was for a scason abolished, hadlmination to do what is right, to the best of our
received ample compensation, which they did notjatihity, under sll circumstances—that is *“to do
refund when the law was re-enacted.  Ho paid a high justice, to love mercy, and walk humbly before God.




THE GOSPE

L TRIBUNE. 249

Trawsnctions of ublic mestings.
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From News of the Churchics.

TREE CHURCH—MOVEMENT TOR INCREASING
SUSTENTATION FUND.

In o recent number we gave some account of a
movement sct on fuut in the Free Ghurch, for adding
25 per cent to the Sustentation Fund, with the view
of raising the equal dividend from that fund to each
minister of the church to £150 per annum. At the
gquarterly meeting of the Commissivn of the General
Asggmbly, held on the 15th November last, Dr.
Buchanan, Cunvener of the Sustentation Fund Com-
mitttee, mado. & very cncouraging statement of the
progress of this movement. We subjoin from lus
speech  few notices of what has been done:—

«Mention has been made elsewhere of the case of
the Campbelton congregation,—a town which, from
jits locality, is very much out of the influences which
public opinion brings to Lear upon a commumty.
We find that there, very much, I believe, because the
ministers of that congregation entered hearuly and
intelligently into the muvement, it has been most
signally successful. The sum that would have been

a fourth of an increase there would have been about]-

£63; and the last account that I heard was, that
before all the districts had been goue over, an
increase of £110 had been obtaiued, that is to say,
an increase not of 25 per cent, but of 50 per cent.
And in the same Presbytery, I heard of the case of a
congregation on the Western shore of Kintyre, viz:
the congregation of Killean—a widely scattered
congregution, and onc whose circumstances are
certainly as poor as those of almost any Highland
congregation,—I learned that in the congregation
they had succceded in obtaining an increase, not
of 23 per cent., but of 70 per cent., and there also

rough the zeal of the minister. In regard to towd]
congregations, I have some very pleasing testimonies
to the cordiality with which the movement has been
responded to among them. I have in my hauds a
note from the minister of onc of the congregations
of Dundce, 2 member of this Commission, Mr. Wilson,
in which he says. ‘Yesternight we had our meeting
of Deacons’ Court, to receite o report of the result of
the visitations of the office-bearers. The result of
the whole was that anincrease was reported of £120,
which will mwake our annual contribution for next
year £370, with the promise of at least £400 in
fature. This will be nearly o third of an increase.’
1 have also a letter from the minister of a cungrega-
tion in Paisley, Mr. Thomson, in wkich he states that
at the meeting of Deacons’ Cuurt, the result as stated,
excecded all his expectation. The muvement, ke
said, was gone into cordially. The sum raised last
year was £220, and £230 was therefore required, but
ihe returns from thirteen, out of sixteen districts,
held out the prospect of an increase of £114, instead
of £70, and if the remaining three districts turned
out as well as he expected, the increase would be
£130 instead of £70; this, too, at & time when trade
was very dull, and many were out of employment.
He was strongly impressed with the conviction that
if ministers would only be at pains to influence their
people in & kindly way, it would be casy to realisc
far morc than it was proposed to raise. I hase
another letter from a medical professor in the Uni-
versity of Glasgoy,
bearer of this church,
may call our principal congr
Johw's. Dr. Buchanan here read the communication,

as to what was doing in St. John's congregation,
stated, ‘We have now ascertained, with consider-
able correctuess, in the congregation of Free St.
Johin’s, the result of the present effort to increase
the contributivns to the Sustentation Fund. 1 am
authorised by Dr. Roxburgh, aml the Deacons' Court
to intimate, that they confidently expect to.remit
upwards of £1900 Jor the current financial year; and
they unanimously desire that the whole of their
contributions sheuld be appropriated to the Equal
Dividend Fund. The sum thus expected, even for
the current year, will indicate an increase of 233 per
cent. on the sum remitied last year to the Equal
Dividend Fund, and an increase of 53 per cent. on
the suin remitted in 1846. The deacuns give the
mast cheering accounts of the cordial manner in
which the people in their districts have responded to
this application. I hear that this is the uniform
testimony of the other Deacons’ Courts in this dis-
trict.” I can truly testify,” continued Dr. Buchanan,
‘ that the case of St. John's is not in any way singu-
lar in Glasgow.”

Dolitiol aok General - Wiscellany,

A AAA A

From the Philadelphia Baaner.
BRITISO PERIODICAL LITERATURE.

Republication of the Quarlerly, the Edinburgh, the
North British, and the Westminster IReviews, and
Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, by Leonard Scott
& Co., 79 Fulton, and 54 Gold Streets, New York.

Many of olir readers are aware, we doubt not, of
the circumstances under which the Edinburgh Review
was started, by Sydney Smith, Jefleey, and Brougham.
We need not advert to the wonderful excitement
which was produced in the political and literary
world by the bold and unsparing articles, which ap-
peared in the carly nwinbers of the young giant,
which, at one time, seized on the abuses and evils in
civil affairs, and held them up in glowing and indig-
nant terms before the nation ; at another time most
dogmatically laid down its canens of criticism with
an % ex-cathedra™ authority, and, so far as the
litefary aspirants of the day fell short, or came up to
the standard, the Iash or the nod of approbation was
awarded. Very speedily  the Edinburgh” was felt
to be 2 power in the country, and as it advocated the
political views of the Whig party, it soor. ceceived all
the support that Lord Holland, Lord Grey, and the
heads of that party in buth lHouses of Parhiament
and the country gentry could bestuw. To mect and
nentralize the inflacnce of - the Edwinburgh, * the
Quarterly™ was originated in Londun, and it forth-
with appeared in all the might which the Tory party
could infuse into its pages. Thus, the two great
organs of the uppusing parties in Great Britain
entered on their carcer.  The Edinburgh, which de-
manded Political Refurm, and Catholic Emancipation,
and proclaimed itsclf as the advocate of progress,
was indebted for the brilliant and slashing articles
which, st times, arrested even the attention of the
Malls of Legislation, to the pens of such men as
Jeffrey, Smith, Brougham, Machintosh, Napier and
AMacaulas. The Quarterly, under the editonal caro
of Gifford, who was aided by Southey, Scott, Lock-

Dr. Rainy, an ecsteemed office-| hart, Croker, Wordsworth, Lord Mahon, Dr. Millman,
—and office-bearer in whatl{and others of equal fame, maintained a conservative
egation in Glasgow,—St.|position, defending the Church Establishment, oppos-

ing Catholic Emancipation, and Parliamentary

which enforced the views of the reverend doctor, and,;Reform.  Both Reviews were characterized by a
L 4 .
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remarkable eminence in their literary articles, the
contributors being men. of profound thought, culti-
vated understanding, and conversant with cvery
department of science and Literature. To secure the
services of such writers, the most liberal provision
was made—Twenty guineas a sheet was the re-
cogrised rate of payment, and very frequently fifty
and one hundred pounds, we believe, were given for
certain articles. It would have been strange if
Reviews, sustained by such liberality, and such a
wealth of taleat and learning, did not produce a cor-
responding result on the public mind. .

A third party in the country, desirous of being
represented in the world of letters, led to the estab-
lishment of the Westminster Review. The Ultra
Liberal or kadical party, being opposed out and out
to the Quarterly, were dissatisficd with the middle
position, which the Edinburgh occupied, and hence
a Radical Review was projected. Disunion in their
Councils led to the commencement of two orgaus
instead of one, viz: the London Review and the
Westminster Review. Much about the same time,
-nd in consequence of the greater intercourse
which prevailed between Great DBritain and the
Continent, a desire was expressed to posséss a first
class organ, to keep the English mind informed on
the progress ,of Continental literature. Just as the
required organ was about to be comnmenced, the
‘dissensions of publishers and others led to the ap-
pearance of * The Foreign Review,” and ¢ The
Forcign Quarterly.” In less than two years these
periodicals were amalgamated, and in process of time
the Radical party felt themselves unequal to the
weight of sustaining the London and Westminster
Reviews. The lafter two were united under the
nanie of the London and Westminster Review, and
o few years ago the publishers and supporters of the
Foreign Quarterly consented that their periodical
should be swallowed up by the # Westminster” and
thus it has come to pass that four Reviews are con-
centrated in this single name. The character of
the Westminster is well known. TRadical in politics
as Rocbuck, Mill, Bowring, and others would have it,
it bas been as Unitarian as the Martincaus, and
writers of their school could desire. At one time
influenced by Geemanism, atanotherby Englishskepti-
cism, always conducted with talent, and often replete
with scientific articles of profound research, it-has
been a faithful servant of its party, and well worth
watching by the friends of revealed truth. Latterly
another chapge has taken place in its management,
and now the cditors profess their willingness to
receive talented articles from eminent men, in
advocacy of the writer's views, while the editor
does not hold himself responsible for the writer's
sentiments. Under this system some very remark-
able articles have appeared of late on its pages;
among the number we would include an extraordinary
paper on John Knox. Even Dr. McCrie is not more
pointed in his commendations, nor more culogistic
of the Scottish Reformer, than this writer in the
Westminster Review.

The great movement which led the Free Church
out of the Church of Scotland, was instrumental also
in originating the North British Review. It could
not be expected that the Quarterly or the Westmins-
ter, under their peculiar management, would take
any interest in the movements and cbjects of the
Scottish Ecclesiastical Reformers.  The Edinburgh
had geaerally, at the beginning, cither eschewed
religion, or, when adverting to Scriptural truth,
thrown itsinfluence into the adverse scale. Somuch
so, indced, bad this come to be the case, that latitu-
dinarianism snd bostility to revealed truth were

often lamentably obvious in its pages, and under the
management of the late editor this stage of things
had reached a deplorable height.  When the disrup.-
tion took place in the Church, the great leaders of
the movement felt that pure religion had suftereg
much from the manner in which, in the great organa
of the empire, literature and evangelical religion hag
not only been dissociated, but often placed in anta-
gonism, to the injury of both. Mence, a judicious
and successful effort was made to establish the North
British Review. OQur readers will err if any of them
consider this periodical to be merely a Theological
journal. The object of its founders was to raise it to
as high a literary eminence as had been attained by
thie Edinburgh or the Quarterly; and instead of limit-
ing its articles ta pure theology, its stafl’ of contribu-
tors were to sweep over the whole circle of scientifie
truth, and to gather treasures out of all departments
of ancient and modern lore.  The names ot Chalmers,
SirDavid Brewster,Drs. Hanna, Cunningham, Candlish
Hamilton, Gordon, Buchanan, Isanc Taylor, Professor
Fraser, McCosh, and others, are associated with the
eminent success of the Review, the appearance and
prosperity of which has had a remarkable reflex
influence un the Edinburgh of a most desirable kind.
For several years past, indeed since the establhsh-
ment -of the North British, the Edinburgh has
done vast service to the cause of religion, in so
faras the articles of Rodgers, on Reason and Faith,
the Anglo-Catholic Theory, and other papers on the
infidelity which had resulted from the labours of the
Oxf rd school are concerned. In this connection the
se- «cesof the Edinburgh have been of eminent value,
and we are satisfied that the evangelical tone of the
North British, and its success in the country, will not
fail to lead the Edinburgh less and less to seek to
pander to the religiously negative, or positivdy
hostile spirit of what was called the philosophiial
party.

¢ Of Blackwood's Magazine, known all the world
over, read by political foes as well as by political
friends, and esteemed by each alike, even when dis-
sented from as to its conclusions, nothing need by
said—but that among Magazines it is what the
Quarterly is among Reviews, in religion and politics.
In classic literature, history, travels, antiquities, b=
graphy, poetry, criticism, fiction, philosophy, reviews,
&c., it stands, and ever has stood, without a paraliel.
Even in this country, where its Toryism is opposed
to ever political sentiment of a Republican people,
yet its sterling talent and seductive pages have
alwways sccured for it a largeband of admiring readers.

CAUSE OF THE RUSSIAN WAR.

Dr. Solger is delivering o series of lectures in
Boston on the ¢ Diplomatic and Military operations in
the East,” which possess uncommon interest. In the
course of his first lecture, he stated that the present
contest in the East was not confined betiveen Russia
and Turkey; but was much more & question of
Europcan war and diplomacy. With regard to the
pretext for the Russian Invasion, he said there could
be no doubt in the mind of any one, who bad
bestowed upon the subject the least reflection, that
the question of the Holy Sepulcher was merely 3
pretence, got up by Russia, in order to force Turkey
into submission. There are in Jerusalem, Latin and
Greck Christians, and these two had been contending
ever since they had been there for certain rights and
privileges—the principal one being the privilege-of
entering through the chicf door of the church, built
over tho Holy Sepulchre, and as to who should pos-

sess the key of that door. The Latins origivally
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possessed it, but it passed to the Greeks in course of
time. When Napoleon became President, with a
view of popularity in the East, he bullied the Sultan
to transfer the privilege from the Greeks to the
Roman Catholics.

The moment the Sultan had conceded that point,
Prince Menschikofl' appeared in Constantinople, and
demanded that the privilege should be restored at
once. This was done, the French giving way, but
this did not suit Menschikofi’s purpose, and be said
as the privileges of the Greek church had been vio-
Jated once, they might be agein, and asked for a
guarantee from the Sultan for the protection not
only of the Greek Christians at the Ioly Sepulchre,
put throughout the Ottoman Empire. The Sultan
replied that he had never violated them, and never
would ; and then came out the ultimatum. This, in
the first place, was & demand that the Patriarch of
Constantinople was to be installed by the Czar, with
the exclusion of the Sultan ; andin the second place,
that the Czar was to ¢xercise a protectorate over all
the ‘Greek Christians throughout the Ottoman
Empire.

The lecturer detailed the events which !ranspired,
down to the Turkish declaration of war, showing
clearly enough, three things : first, that Russia was
. actuated in the invasion of the Danubian principali-
| ties by a desire to get possession of Constantinople;
secondly, that England and France, united against
the Czar for no higher virtue than the maintenance
of the “balance of power” in Kurope; and thirdly,
that Prussia, Austria, Sweden and Denmark remain-
ol neutral because their personal interests dictated
that course as the wisest to be pursued on their pact.
Those who saw a semblance of justicc in the conduct
of Russia in this struggle, Dr. Sulger maintained,
took but a superficial view of the real position of
affairs in the East, and this he promised to make
dearer in subscquent lectures.——Lzckange.

NO 1IOPE FOR POLAND.

A well-informed writer in the ¢ Life Ilustrated,’
expresses the opinion, that the re-construction of
Poland is ‘beyond the reach of human probabilitics.’
He says that Poland is one of the poorest countries
on the globe—poorer than Ircland. Twenty-four
years have elapsed since the last war in Poland, and
yet the wounds inflicted on the peasantry are not yet
healed. Should Poland be again visited by the
curse of & war, which would be far more fierce than
the former one, nearly a century would be required
for her partial recovery. This is felt by the Polish
peasantry, whatever may beasserted to the contrary.
There exists no sympathctie tie between the mass
of the people, and the few more pugnacious nobles.

THE GREAT VALLEY UF THE WEST.

The difference of elevation of the valleys of the
Missouri and Mississippi has been determined. The
level of the Missouri at Council Bluffs is one thousand
and twenty feet above the Mexican Gulf; that of the
Mississippi at Rock Island, in thesame Iatitude, only
five hundred and twenty cight feet. At Port Hierre
onthe Missouri, in lat. 44 deg. 24 min.,the elevation
isone thousand and fifty-six feet, while at the lower
end of Lake Pepin, in the same 1atitude on tho Missis-
sippi. the elevation is only seven hundred feet above
the Gulf. Thero are in the Missouri 210 islands be-
tween the Yellowstone and the mouth ; one half of
them produce forest trees ; chicfly cottonwood sind]
Pane trees below the Platte;and above intermingling

gradually with trees and shrubs, peculiar to higher)

regions, until the predominant growth is stunted ce-
dar and pine. The number of tribes within the same
space is over two hundred. Very few of the rivers are
of uny size or length. The Kansas and Platte are the
only ones west of the States of any value for navi-
gation.—Exchange.

Fram the New York Times.
THE GOVERNMENT OF UTAN.

The President still suspends the appointment of &
suecessor to Brigham Young. There is undoubtedly
agood reason for this. I hazard little in saying that
the President has determined to muke the issue with
the Mormons ; to see at once whether they intend to
maintain the attitude of defiance to the Federal au-
thority which their present Governor and spiritual
leader has assumed for them. Young certainly will
nat he re-appointed, and ovght not to be.

If his successor is to have a struggle with the peo-
ple of Utah, it is better that he should go out armed
with all the moral power possible; and to this end
probably, he will not be appointed until the Senate is
in session to confirm the nomination at once. A rare
combination of wisdom, firmness, and courage, will
he indispensable to the successful nominee for this
important station.

THE IRON MOUNTAIN.

Who has not heard of the “Iron Mountain of
Missouri 7 In the county of St. Francis, and in the
midst of a fertile and flourishing agricultural region,
some eighty miles from St. Louis, and some twenty-
cight from the Mississippi, rises this famous eminence
of iron. Itis thus described by a correspondent of
the St. Louis Republican :

“The mountain and the mound consist of masses
of Tron ore of the richest quality, arranged by the
hand of nature in ‘ready made’ lumps, from the size
of a pigeon’s egg upward, mixed with a small por-
tion of reddish yellow clay, which itsclf contains
quite a pereentage of iron. Thus far the workings
—there 1s no mining necessary—have been confined
to a small portion of the westerly slope of the mound,
the mountain heing hell in reserve, I presume, for tho
grander operations of future gencrations. A few
hands, with little labor ur cost, pick out enough ore
to supply the furnaces. The entire mound, so far as
it has been excavated and tested, is composed of
these lumps of ore, almost as pure as pig metal, easily
separated from the clay which fills the interstices.—
In many places, scarcely anything but lumps of pure
ore, with hardly any admixture, appear.  In some
parts of the workings, the ore taken out requires no
roasting to prepare it for the furnace; but generally
it is roasted in immense heaps, which at this timo
form a large store for future use. When this mound
or that portion of it above the level of the furnaces,
is all changed from its crude state to iron, the com-
pany may proceed to excavate below that level, or
continue eastward & few hundred feet, and attack
the mountain itself, which, so far as i3 known, is
but a vastly cnlarged cdition of the same volumo.
But at what period will the mound, even, be exheust-
ed? I have scen no calculations, and heard of no
estimate of the quanity of ore; but for my own satis-
faction, assuming the following data as entirely with-
in reasonablc bounds, these results are obtained :

©® Twenty acres, an average depth of fifty feet,
yielding, say four tons of orc to the cmbic yard;
would produce about six and & half millions of tons
of orc; and allowing seventy per cent, gs tho nct
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yiéld of metal, four and a half millions of tons of
iron. If this were taken out at the rate of one hun-
dred thousand tons per annum, it would occupy forty-
five years. Unless, therefore, & much larger quantity
be yearly disposed of, the present generation of work-
ers will not witness the disappearance of the mound,
even to the level of the furnaces. Respecting the
quantity in the mountain, it is enough to say it is prac-
tically inexhaustible. The line of the St. Louis and
Iron Mountain Railroad passesimmediately west Jf the

".works, affording easy and most convenient railroad
access to the mound, the furnaces, and the base ol
the mountain.”

Stexe Tree.—There is a tree in Mexico called the
chijol, a very fine wood, which, according to a writer
in the Nutional Infelligencer, (W. D. Porter,) becomes
petrified, after being cut, in a very few years, whether
left in the open air or buried. From the timber
houses could be built that would in a few years be-
come fire proof, and last as long as those built of
stone. The wood in a green state is easily worked;
it is used in building wharves, forts, &c., and would
be very good as railway sleepers, or for plank road
stringers, .

The price of immortality is death ; the penalty of|

superiority is pain. We must wrestle for every vic-
tory, without always being sure that we will have
fair play. There are thousands in the world who
would pluck the plumage from another withont ever
dreaming of wearing it themselves. To rise into
command of triumph is equally beyond their imagin-
ation and their hope ; but there is plensure unspeak-
able which they enjoy in pulling down their neigh-
bors to their own level.

THE MAINE LAW.

Last evening we met a hard bruiser at the dying
bed of his relative. We had known him twenty
years. In his cups he was a tearing tiger, worse
than a bear if he could pass his powerful arm around
friend or foe; in his sober hours, the mildest of mild,
the gentlest of the gentle—a hard working honest
man.

We said to him ¢ , to-morrow comes election.
You have always heen a Democrat, but oh! if you
wou!d but vote for the Maine Law Governor, and
help to drive rum and demagoguism back to their
loathsonte den.’ « He grasped our hand in his hard
palm, and with the tear starting from his eye, said
in a voice of earnestness, such as never fails, * toxior-
row, 1 and my two boys vote for Myron H. Clark. I
have a hop-yard, but I care nothing for that. I

cannot resist temptation solong as it is thrown in my
" way. They may make me drunk to-morrow, but I
shall vote first. Last year they intoxicated me
before voting, but still, while drunk, I voted for a
Maine Law Assemblyman.” And so it is. Such is
aspecimen of many a man whom the God-accurst
traffic is dooming to death. O Godl send its early
doom.— Cayuga Chief.

FIVE NEW WESTERN STATES!

Some attention hag been attracted by a lecture de-
livered by Col. Betiton at Baltimore, on the Physica]
Geography of the country between Missouri and
California, with & view to show its adaptation to
settlement and the construction of the proposed great
Pacific Railroad. Col. Benton, as we learn from the
N. Y. Evening Post, sets out by showing that the

country between Missouri and California in or nearlf
in the latitude of Maryland, is well adapted %0
settlement and cyltivation, and capable of forming
five great States.

He takes for the first State the eastern part of ﬂ‘?
territory of Kunsas. The second State would be ©
the western balf of Kansas, in which lies the valley
of the upper Arkanas. These two States will each
bave a territory of fifty thousand square miles, 8"
according to Mr. Benton they will probably be ready
for admission into the Union within the two neX
years. f

For the third State, Mr. Benton takes a section ©
the Rocky Mountains from the 37th degree of no
latitude to the 41st, making an area of sixty thoussn
square miles. For the fourth State he takes the val*
ley of the Upper Colorado; this region forms a P“‘:t
of the territory of Utah, and the process of §ettling :
with white inhabitants is already begun. "The fifh
State comprises the remainder of Utah. i

Col. Benton, having established his propositio®
then maintained that the country ‘is perfect t
adapted to the construction of a railroad, and ¢
all sorts of roads, traversable in all seasons.’

MISERY OF STATESMEN.

Prohably few great philosophic statesmen ; fe¥
men, thatis, who actcd intimately in public affairs !
well as contemplated them from the closet, ever qu!
ted the stage without a feeling of profound di¥
couragement. Whether successful or unsuccessful,
the world would deem them, a sense of sadness ¢
disappointment seems to prevail over every oth¢
sentiment. They have obtained so few of their 09°
jects; they have fallen so far short of their ide H
they have seen so much more than ordinary men °
the dangers and difficulties of nations and of the vi¢®
and meanness of public men. Not many Englishmerl:
governed so long or so successfully as Sir Rob®
Peel, or set in such halo of blessings and esteem ; )'eo
shortly before his death, he confessed that what b
had seen and heard in public life had left upon b'f
mind a prevalent impression of gloom and gri¢,
Who ever succeeded so splendidly as Washingto®
Who ever enjoyed to such a degree, and to the €8}
the confidence and gratitude of his country 7—* Y€
says Guizot, “ towards the close of his life, in swee
and dignified retirement in Mount Vernon, sometbi®
of lassitude and sadness hung about the mind © ol
man so screnely greaf; a feeling indeed, most natu™™”
at the termination of a long life gpent in men's <9
cerns. Power is a heavy burden, and mankin Iy
hard taskmaster to him who siruggles virtuO“’”
against their passions and their errors. Succ®
itself can not'wipe out the sorrowful impre§slo,
which originated in the conflict, and the weari®
contracted on the scene of action is prolonged ev
in the bosom of repose.—North British Review.

New CoprEr Coin.—The new cent pieces will b;
issued from the Mint in the course of a few dﬂYn;
They are cousiderably smaller than the old €©
pieces, and form a really beautiful and attrac
copper coin. On one side is the head of Liberty, ::i,n
the thirteen stars being omitted, the surface is pl o
and polished. The reverse is_the same in desigP 3
the old cent, but brighter and much more pO}'She
There is & certain amount of alloy, mixed Wit
copper, and ‘the perfection of the die gives to
coin & finish and elegance that has never heretol®,
been attained in our copper coinage. The new €<,
will be universally welcomed as a needed and cre
table improvement.—Am. Paper.



