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APPENDIX A.

' ON THE HAIDA INDIANS

OF THE

QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS

BY GEORGE M. DAWSON DS ARSM, F.GS.
s

The following account of the Haida Indians is chiefly the result of
personal observations during the portion of the summer of 1878 spent
in the Queen Charlotte Islands, prosecuted during moments not
occupied by the geological and ‘geographical work of the expedition,

" at the camp fire in the evening, or on days of storm when it was
impossible to be at work along the coast. ,I am also indebted to the
Rev. Mr. Collison, of the Church Missionary Society, for various items
-of information, and largely to Dr. W. F. Tolmie, of Victoria, for com-
parative notes on the Tshimsians. Mr. J. G. Swan-has published a brief
notice of the Haidas in the Smithsonian Contmbunons to Knowledge
(Vol. XXT, 1876, No. 267.) " This may be consulted with advantage on _
some points, more particularly on the nature of the tattoo marks of
these people. The present memoir is, however, I believe the first

detailed account of the Haidas which has been given.

The Haida nation appears to be one of the best ‘defined’ groups of Homo%mety
tribes on the north-west coast. Its various divisions or bands dlffermtlon.

" sedreely at all in-cnstoms, and speak closely related dialects of the ~ -
"same language. They have been from the earliest times constantly in
the. habit of making long canoe voyages, and taking into account the

. ease with WhICh all parts of their country can be reached by water, it Z )
would indeed be' difficult. to oxplain the slight differences indialect ;
- which are found to exist, but for the Lnowledge that in former times.” ‘
they carried on, at least occasionally, intertribal wars ; besides con-
. Stitating themselves by ‘their warlike | f01e1gn expedmons and the.
difficulty of pursumg them to. their retreats, one.of the most generally
‘dreaded peoples, of t‘he coast, from Sitka to-Vancouver. Island. This

* warfare, however,: partook of the barbarous character of that of the

fcifher American aborlgmes and consrsted more frequently in'the |

-
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. surprise and massacre of -helpless parties, even including old people
and women,.than in actual prolonged conflict.

The original territory of the Haidas, as far as tradition carries us
back, is the well-defined group of islands called by Captain Dixon in
1787 the Queen Charlotte Islands, but which the people themselves
call Hai-da-kwé-a.* These islands lie between the latitudes of 51° 55’
and 54° 15, with an extreme length of about 190 miles. They aré
separated by waters of considerable width from the mainland to the
cast and from the southern extremity of the territory of Alaska to the
north. At-the present day, however, people of the Haida stock, and
closely related in every way to the tribes of the northern end of the
Queen Charlotte Islands, occupy also a portion of the coast of the
southern islands of Alaska, being the south end of the Pridce of Wales
Axrchipelago, from Clarence Stl ait WebtWﬂld together with Forr ester 8
Island.

(Iﬁlrzz;gfyl;ot "It has been supposed that from the Iax ge islands adjacent to the
led frommain- mainland the Queen Charlotte Islands have been peopled, but this is
a not the case, for the traditionary account is still found among the
nafives of internecine wars as a result of which a portion of the
Haidas of the northern part of the Queen Charlotte Islands were driven
- to seek new homes on the Prince of Wales group. .Their story is
borne out by other circumstances, and the date of the migration can- =
not be more than 150 years ago. These Haidas living beyond the -
Queen Charlotte group are generally known collectively as Kai-ga-ni,
.. which name is also among the Indians apphed to the country they
inhabit.
. Frequently, among tribes pretty closely 1e1atec1 in language, the
process of differentiation has gone so far that neighbouring peoples

. disclaim any community of race, though on comparing their vocabu-

laries their national 1dent1ty becomes apparent., This is not the case,
however, among the Haidas, who speak of all the people of their . -
nationality as Haida, adding when necessary the name ‘of the region
inhabited by the tribe. A comparison of the Haida language with
those of the other tribes of the coast shows very few points of resem-
blance. - '

Territory.

Physical peculz'qtritz'es and dress.

Buildsndap-  Physically, the various tribes of the north-west coast differ L6 some

pearance ofthe oxtent, 8o that a Practised eye may distinguish between them, but the .
differences are slight as compared with those obtaining between the
coast tribes generally, and those of the interior of British Columbia. -
The Haidas are, however, malkedly fairer skinned' than most of the

* On the orthography of Indian words see note in connection with the Haida vocabulary. ,
w .
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coast ribes, and possess somewhat finer features. In the coarseness
of the mouth, width and prominence of the cheek bones, and somewhat .
disproportionatély large sizé of the head as compared with the body, Cp
the main departures from ideal symmetry are to be found. The body

is also not infrequently long and large as compared with the legs, a
circumstance doubtless brought about by the constant occupation of
these people in canoes and the infrequency of their land excuxsions.
The hair is black and coarse, and only in the case of ‘ medicine men’

have I observed it to be allowed to grow long in the male sex. A
_scanty moustache and beard sometimes clothe the upper lip and chin,
generally in the case of old people who have given up.the habit of
eradicating the hair as it grows. . In some 1nstances, and these more
numerous than in the other coast tribes, both men aud women of pre-
" possessing appearance, and with features of considerable regularity as
measured by European standards, occur. The average physiognomy

of the Haida shows more evidence of intelligence and quickness than
that of most of the coast tribes, an appearance not belied on more
careful investigation. I have not been able to discern in their appear-
"ance anything of that exceptional fierceness said to be characteristic

of them by the earlier voyagers, and can only suppdse that these
statements may have arisen from the more elaborate character of their
armament and dress, and the liberal application of pigments to the
skin. Many of the Haidas are said to be strong and dexterous swim-
mers, but I have never seen them exercising the art, which may
probably be reserved for occasions of necessity. They are not long- Diseases.
lived, though grey-hair ed men and women may occasionally be seen.
_Pulmonary diseases accompanied by spitting of blood, and blindness
generally caused by a species of opthalmia, are not uncommon; and
other diseases incident to a life of exposure tend to reduce the term of
life, as they do among all the aborigines of the continent. Besides
these, however, and much more fatal, are diseases introduced among
them since contact with the whites. Great numbers of the Haidas, ™
with all the other tribes of the coast, have been cut off by small-pox,
both during their periodical visits to Victoria and after their return
to‘their native islands. This disease is with them almost certainly
fatal, and I could learn of a single instance only in which recovery

had occurred. Owing to the complete demoralization of.the Haidas
- since contact with the whites, and their. practice of resorting to Vie-
toria and other places, where they maintain {themselves by shameless
. prostitution, venereal diseases are extremely common and destructive.
In dress the Haidas, like other Indians~have adopted, so far as costume.
"their means enable them, the customs of the whites, though their
costume as a rule might be considered rather scanty, and some of the
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. Armour. JIn former days a sort of armour was worn, consisting of split sticks
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older people use sear cely anything but a blanket as a protection from
" the elements - The blanket with ¢hese people has replaced the ¢ robes
of sea-otter skins” which so much pleased the eyes of the early traders.
Dizon'sdes-’' Tn Dixon’s narrative*  (p. 201) the sea-Gtter « cloaks” are said to
criptionof their
original dress. ¢ generally contain three good sea-otter skins, one of which is cut in
two pleces, aftel wards. they are neatly sewed together 8o as to form a
. square, and are loosely tied about the shoulders with small leather
" strings fastened on each side.” The women’s dress is more particularly
described on. another page in the following terms:—* She was neatly
. dressed after their fashion. Her under garment, which was made of
fine tanned leather, sat close to her body, and reached from her neck
to the calf of her leg; her cloak or upper garment was rather coarser,
and sat loose like a petticoat, and tied with leather strings.”
Thesé. extracts both refer particularly to-the Haidas, but in the
general account of the natives of this part of the north-west coast, ‘the
dress of'the people is more minutely described -in the following para- -
graph ; .—«In their dress there is little variety; the men generally -
wearing coats (such as I have already described) made of such skins
- as fancy suggests or their success in hunting furnishes them with, and
sometimes the loose cloak thrown over the.shoulders and tied with -
small leather strings. Besides this, some.of the more civilized sort,
partmularly those in Cook’s River, wear asmall piece of fur tied round
the waist when the heat of the day.. .causes them to throw their coat
aside or they are disposed to sell it. The dress of the women differs
in some respects from that of the men. Their under garment is made
of fine tanned leather, and covers the body from the neck to the ankle, - -
being tied in different parts to make it fit close; over this is‘tied a
piece of tanned leather like an apron, and which reaches no higher
than the waist. The upper garment is made in much the same manner
as the men’s coats, and generally of tanned leather, the women mnot
caring to wear furs, as they were always unwilling to be stripped of
their garments, which, should they happen to be worth purchasing,
their husbands always insisted on their being sold. Indeed, the deport-
ment of the women in general was decent, modest and becoming.”

arranged in parallelorder and combined with the stronger parts of the -
hide of the sea-lion. None of these suits can riow, however, be found.
! A cloak or blanket very much prized by the Haidas and called naxin
is obtained in-trade from the Tshimsians. It is shaped somewhat like
a shawl, with a blunt point behind, and surrounded by, a deep and

* A Voyage Round the World, but more particularly to the North-west Coast of * Amerxca..

Performed in 1785, 1786, 1787 and 1788, in the King G d Cha: 3 t-
Perf a.nd Dxxpn London, A in the mg- ‘eorge and Queen rlotte, Captains Por
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thick fringe of twisted wool. Finely shled cedar bark is used as a.
basis or warp, on which the wool of .the mountain goat is worked in. )
" The cloaks are made in many small separate p1eces, which are after- Peculiar cloak
wards artfully sewn together. The colours of wool used are white, or shaw.
yellow, black and brown, and the pattern bears a relation to the totem,
so that an Indian can tell to what totem the ‘cloak belongs. These
cloaks or blankets are valued at about $30. They are used specially
in‘dancing, and then in conjunction with a peculiar head-dress, which
consists of a small wooden mask ornamented with mother-of-pearl.
This stands up from the forehead, and is attached to a piece fitting
over the head, ornamented with feathérs, &c., and behind supporting a :
strip of cloth about two feet wide, which hangs down to the feet, and
is covered with skins of the ermine. The cloaks are described by the
chronicler of Dixon’s voyage as “a ‘kind of variegated blanket or.
cloak, something like our hor se-cloths ; they do not appear to be wove,
but made entirely. by hand, and are neatly finished. I imagine that
 these cloaks are made of wool collected from the skins of beasts killed,
in the chase; they are held in great estlmatlon and only wore on
extraordinary occasions.’
Shred cedar bark, twnsted into a turban, and stamed dull red with Jedar bark
the juice of the bark of” the alder, is frequently worn about ‘the head,
_ more, however, as an ornament than a covering, and apparently with-
out any peculiar significance among the Haidas, -though with the
Tshimsjans a.nd Indians of Millbank Sound it is only worn on occasions
of religious ceremony, and it Would be .considered improper at othel
times. '
Feathers, buttons beads, portions of the shell Qf the Haliotis, with Ornaments.
the orange- colomed bill of the puffin, are used as ornaments, strung
together or sgwn on the clothes. The Dentalium shell was formerly
prized and freguently\worn, but has now almost disappeared.
Painting is !frequently practlsed but is generally applied to the face Paints and
only. Vermillion is the favourite pigment, and is usually—at least at panting:
—rubbed on with little regard to symmetry or pattern.
Blue and black pigments are also used, but I have not observed in any
case the samé¢ care and taste in applying the paint to form a sym-
metrical design as is frequently seen among the Indians east of the Rocky " '
Mountains. he face is almost always painted for a dance, and when—
as very often happens—dances recur on occasions of ceremony for
several nights, no care is taken to remove: the pigment, and most of
the people may.: be ‘seen going about during the day with much of it
still adhenng‘ to their faces. To prevent unpleasant effects from the -
sun in hot Weather, especially when travelling, the face is frequently
first rubbed v%lth fat, and then with a dark brownish powde1 made by

%
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roasting in the ﬁle the woody fungus found on the bark of trees, and
afterwards grinding it between stones. This soon becomes nearly black,
and resembles dned blood. A mixture of spruce-gum and grease, also
of a dark colour, is used to protect the face in cold weather, while
those in mourning frequently apply grease and charcoal to the face.
Bracelets beaten out of silver coins are very generally worn by the
women, who often carry several on each arm. The custom of wearing

several or many polished copper rings on the ankles and arms was

formerly common _among the Haidas and Tshimsians. - Those for the
ankles were round in section, those for the arms flat on the inner side.

_In Dixon’s narrative “large circular {wreaths of copper’’ are spoken -

of as being frequently worn, both at Norfolk Sound and in the Queen
Charlotte Islands. They dld not appear to be foreign manufacture,
but twisted into that shape by the natives- themselves to wear as an
ornament about the neck.” -

Tattooing is universally plactlsed or rather was 80 till within the
last few yeéars, for it is noticeable that many of the children are now
being allowed to grow up without it. The fr ont of each leg above the
ankle and the back of each arm above the- wrist are the places gene-
*rally chosen, though the breast is also fr. equently covered with a design.
The patterns are carefully and symmetrically drawn, of the usual
bluish colour produced by the introduction of charcoal into punctures
in the skin. In one instance, however, a red pigment had also been
employed. The designs are often hereditary, and represent the totem
“crest of the bearer, in the usual conventional style adopted by the coast
Indlans in their drawings. I have never observed any tattooing to
extend to the face, where it is commonly found among the Tinneh
people of the interior, in the form of lines radiating-from the corners

" of the mouth, on the chin 0'1' forehead.

Till quite lately the fe‘males among the Haidas all wore labrets

~in the lower lip. Dlxon,paltlcularly notes this as being the case, -

though in Norfolk Sound it was only practised by women.of rank,

Dixon further gives an admirable illustration of the Haida labret in-

the plate facing page 226 of his volume, already several times referred
to. A small aperture ﬁxst madeis gradually enlarged by the insertion
of lip-pieces of ever-increasing size, till the lower lip becomes a mere
circle of flesh stretched round the perlphely of a flat or concave-sided
labret of wood or boune, which projects .at right angles to the plane- of

the face. One obtamed by Dixon was found by him to measdre 3&_/

‘inches long by 2§ broad, which is larger than L any I have seen: Only
among the old women can this monifroqlty be now found in its original
form. « Many middle-aged females have a small _aperture.in the lip,

through which a little beaten silver tube of the size of a quill is thrust, -
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projecting from the face aboul a gparter of an inch. The younger -
women have not even this remnant of the old custom ]

The piercing of the lip was the occasion of a ceremony and gnmg Piercing of lip.
away 'of property. During the operation the aunt of the child must ¢ <
hold her. The shape of the Haida lip-piece or stai-e was oval. Among

the Tshimsians it was more elongated, and with the Stickeen women
near ly circular. It was also for melly the custom to pierce the ears in

. several places. Three perforations in each ear were usual among com-

{ mon ﬁeople but chiefs.or those of importance had five or six. These

' held little ornaments formed of plates of haiiotis shell backed with thin_

- sheet copper, or the small sharp teeth of the fin-whale. This custom
obtains also among the Tshimsians and Stickeen Indians, and ‘the °
Chiefs Callicum and Magquilla of Nootka Sound, Vancouver Island, are

© repr esented with the same adornment in Meares’ engraving of them.

The septum of the nose is generally perforated in both males_and Perforation of _
females, and was formerly' made to sustain a pendant ‘of haliotis shell ***
or a silver ring, though it is not now used in this way. No process of
distortion of the head or other parts of the body is practised among
the Haidas. ' :

. . Food. "

Like most of the tribes of the coast, the Haidas live principally on’
fish. The halibut and salmon are chiefly depended on. A complete
list of the articles used by them as food would, however, indeed be a
long one, as few organic substances not absolut'ely indigestible would
be omitted.

- The halibut fishery is systematically pursued, and the main villages Halibut fishery
are 80 situated as to be within easy reach of the banks along the open

coast on which the fish abounds. The halibut is found in great. npm-

bers in all suitable localities from Cape Flattery northward, but) is

perhaps nowhere finer, more abundant and more easily caught than'in

. the vicinity of the Queen Charlotte Islands. It may be taken in most

of the Waters at almost any season, -though more numerous on certain

banks at {imes well known to the Indians. About Skidegate, how-

ever, it is only caught in-large numbers during a few months in the

spring and early summer. When the fish are most plentiful the

Haidas tale them in large quantities, fishing with hook and line from

their canoes, which are anchored by stones attached to cedar-bark ropes

of sufficient length. They still employ either a wooden hook armed

“with an iron—formerly bone—barb, or a peculiarly curved iron hook )
of their own manufacture, in preference’ to the ordinary fish- hook.

These implements are described with others in treating of the arts of

the Haidas. -

The halibut brought to the shore are handed over by the men to the
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women, who, squatted on their haunches, rapidly clean the fish, remov-
ing the larger bones, head, fins and tail, and then cutting it into long
flakes. These are next hung on the poles of a wooden framework,
where, without salt—by the sun alone, or sometimes aided by a slow
fire beneath the erection—they are dried, and eventually packed away

in boxes for future use.

There are no rivers of great size on the islands, but many streams
large enough to be known as ¢salmon rivers’ to-the Indians. A run

of small red-fleshed salmon occurs about the middle of July up some ‘of

the larger streams. These answer no doubt to the fish known on the

Frager River as the suckeye, and much prized. They are, however, in
inconsiderable numbers, and.not much sought after by the Haidas.
About the middle of August a larger species begins to arrive in great
numbers, and this run sometimes_lasts till January. These fish when
they first appear and ave still in salt-water are fat and in good condi-
tion. They soon begin, however, to become hook-hilled, lean and pale-
fleshed. They ascend even véry small streams when these are in

flood with -the autumn rains, and being easily caught and large, tﬁeyv

constitute the great salmon harvest of the Haidas.. They are generally
elther speared in the estuaries of the streams or trapped in fish-wiers.
made of split sticks, which are ranged across the brooks. The various
‘rivers’ are the property of the several families or subdivisions of the
tribes, and at the salmon fishing season the inhabitants are scattered
from the main villages; each little party camped or living in temporary
houses of slight construction in the vicinity of the streams they own.
It is scarcely necessary to particularize at length the other species
of fish used as food, comprising all those abundant in the vicinity of
the islands. Trout, herring, flounder, rock-cod, &c., constitute minor
items in the dietary. The mackerel and cod are foun'd, but not spe-
cially sought after by the Indians, and it is not yet known whether at

.certain seasons and localities they may be sufficiently. abundant to

attract commercial enterprise. The spawn of the herring is collected
on spruce boughs placed at low water on the spawning grounds, dried
and stored away in a manner exactly similar to that practised by most
of the coast Indians. The pollock is found on the western coast. It
is generally caught in deep water with hook and line, and owing to

.its fatness-is much prized. The Haidas of Gold Harbour or Port Kuper

make an annual business of catching these fish in the latter part of the
summer. They extract the oil from them by boiling in large-wooden

. boxes with hot stones, and then skimming it from the surface: The

oil is carefully stored away, and used as & condiment to dried fish or
berries, instead of the oolachen grease, which by this tmbe of Haidas
is not much in request
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Both the Haidas and Tshimsians have the custom of collectmo galmon Saimon Toe.

_roe, putting it in boxes, and burying these below high-water mark -on
the beach. When decomposition has taken place to some extent, and
the mass has a most noisome odour, it is ready to eat, and is con51de1 ed
a very great luxury. Sometimes a boxis uncovered without removing
it from the beach, and all sitting round eat the contents. Fatal poison-
- ing has followed this on sever al occasions. I is attributed to a small
worm which is said at times to enter the decomposing mass from the sca. '

The Haidas also occasionally allowed the heads of - salmon ‘and halibut

to lie on the beach between high and low water .marks till partly de-
composed, when they were considered to be much improved. :

The dog-fish is very abundant along some parts of the coast, and its Fish vielding
fishery is now beginning to be engaged in. The fish is not eaten by

the Haidas, but the oil extracted from the liver is readily sold to
‘white traders, and constitutes one of the few remaining articles of
legitimate marketable value possessed by the natives. Large sharks
abound on the northern and western coasts, and are much feared by
the Haidas, who allege that they frequently break their canoes and
eat the unfortunaté occupants, No instance of this kind is known to *
-me, but they fear to attack these creatures. When, however, one of
. them is stranded, or found from any cause in a moribund state, they
are not slow to take advantage of its condition, and from the liver
éxtract a large quantity of oil. The-whale and hair-seal (if it be proper whaies ana
to include these among products of the fisherics) abound in the waters S8,
surrounding the islands. I cannot learn that the former were ever
" systematically pursued as they were by the Makah Indians of Cape .
Flattery and Ahts of the west coast of Vancouver IslandZ" When,
-however, by chance one of these comes.ashore it-is a great prize to
- the owner of the particular strip of beach on which it may be stranded..
The seal is shot or speared, the latter doubtless having been the primi-
tive mode. Both the flesh and blubber are eaten, the Indians comparing B
the animal on agcount of its fatness to that—to many of them hypo- ! ‘:
thetical creature—from which pork is derived. They speak of it in _ :“ ‘
the Chinook jargon as si-wash co-sho.¥ It is interesting to remark in IR
this connection that most of the Haidas will on no aecount eat pork
for some reason which I have been unable to determine.

The oyster is not found on the coasts of the Queen Charlotte Islands, shell fish.
though it occurs in some sheltered localities about Vancouver Island.
Clams (Saxidomussqualidus, Cardium. Nuttwllz, &c.;) however, abound,
with the large horse mussel (Mytilus Californianus) which on rocks
exposed to the full force of tidal currents attains & great size. These
shell-fish of course form a portion of the native dlet They are mnot

* Meaning simply Indian pig. Si-task from French sauvage. Co-aho‘ from cochon.
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eaten, however, at all seasons, but during the-winter months only. less
- At other times (April to October) they are-reputed to- be poisonocus, the
and more than once have proved fatal fo those eating them. The. Tor

Indians attribute this to .a worm which they say during the summer na
season inhabits the cavity of the shell. The Tshimsians and other ~ ing

northern tribes also abstain from shell-fish during the summer for the fas

same reason, while those of the southern part of Vancouver Island - we

appear “to eat them at all seasons. K
" Chitons, both the large red species (Cryptochzton Stelleri) which " bre

E sometimes attains a length of eight iuches, and the smaller black Tnc
variety (Katherina tunicata), very common everywhere near low-water by

mark, are favourite articles of diet. . . th’

Sea eges. Sea-urcbms, the large purple-spmed (Loxechinus purpuratus) and the | i
smaller green species (Euryechinus chlorocentrotus), are often br ought 1o

ashore in large quantities,.and it is surprising to observe how many of s

these rather watery creatures an Indian—squatting perhaps on his gr

haunches on the beach—will devour in making a light lunch. A gentle vas

knock on a stone serves to open the shel], when the finger run round . th

the smooth interior brings out the edible parts, consisting chleﬂy of na

~ the more or less mature ova, wi

"~ A large brown tuburculated holithurian is also eaten, though some: ar

of the younger people now, profess to eschew these rather unpleasant liv

looking animals. . ar

*Oolachen Oolachen grease, called tow is an important and much relished con- ot
163" gtituent of many of the Haida dishes. The oolachen or candle-fish, og
(Thaleichthys pacificus) from which it is derived, does not occur in -the Tec

. . - waters surrounding the Queen Charlotte Islands. It is found in some W
' of the inlets on the west coast of Vancouver Island, but is especially na
abundant at the spawning season, in early spring, in the estuaries of di

the larger rivers of the mainland, and of these pre-eminently in the St

Fraser and the Nasse.. Like its eastern representative and zoological SO

. ally, the capelin, it swarms in the shallow water along shore, and is of

. easily caught in immense numbers. For the extraction of the oil the

- fish is generally allowed to partially putrefy, and is.then boiled in a ea
mass in wooden boxes, with hot stones. The oil or grease is semi-solid s

when cold, with a feetid and rancid smell and taste. Frorm the Nasse nc

fisheries . the oil is obtained by barter by the inland .tribes of the - ev

northern part of British Columbia and’ by the Haidas. For a box con- tr

taining somewhat over one hundred ‘pounds of thls grease fi trom six to be

g ten ‘blankets,’ or say from $12 to $20, is paid. . - sh
With dried fish, dried or fresh berries, and in fact with food of . a.ny g:

. description, no condlment is so grateful to the Haida palate as this be

~ oolachen grease and in the absence of farmaceons substances, it doubt- ar

’ ’
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less enables the otherwise imperfect food to go furthel in supplying
the wants of the system. -

The Haidas are not great hunters. They kill a considerable numbm Tlaidas not,
! of black bears at two seasons of the year, when they are found prowl-
ing along the sea shore, but do not follow them far into their mountain
fastnesses. In early spring, when the grass along the edges of the
woods begins to grow green, with the sku.nk-cabbage (Lysichiton
~ Kamtschatense) and other succulent vegetables, bruin coming-out to Bears.
browse upon the tender shoots may fall a victim to the lurking
Indian. Again in autumn, when tempted to the shores and estuaries
by-the dead and dying salmon, he is apt to get into tiouble, and at -
this season his skin, beifig-in-goed-econdition,i¥ of sonie value.

“ There is pretty good evidence to show that the wapati occurs on the Wapati. 1
northern part of Graham Island, but it is very seldom killed. The
" small deer (C. Columbianus) is not found on the islands, nor is the wolf,
,grizzly bear, mountain sheep or- mountain goat. Geese and ducks in Water fowl.
vast numbers frequent the countiy about Masset and Virago Sound in
the autumn, and for a time form an important ‘item in the diet of the
" natives. They now shoot them Wlth the flint-lock trade muskets with

which they are generally armed. ' I have seena bow, with blunt wooden
arrows, also in the canoe, to be used in despatching wounded but still -
* living birds, and thus to save ammunition. Sea-fowl of many kinds-,
are articles of food on eccasion, though the gull, the loon and some !
others are exempt on account of the1r exceptxonally rank flavor. The Eges.
eggs of sea-birds, and especially those of the large white gull, are col-
lected in great quantity in the early summer. Every-lonely and wave-
washed rock on which these birds deposit their eggs is known to the
natives, who have even these apportioned among the families as here-
ditary property. The singular rocks e*d;endmo' southward from Cape
St. James are frequented by myriads of sea-fowl, and some of them are
so abrupt and cliff-surrounded that, lashed by the never-ceasing swell
of the Pacific they remain inaccessible even to the Haidas. ) -

The potato, called skow-shit in Haida, introduced by some of the potato.
early voyagers, now forms an 1mportant part of the food supply. A
Skidegate Indian.told me that it was first grown at Skidegate, butI do
not know how far this statement may be reliable The greater part of +
- even the flat low lands of these islands is so thickly wooded, and with
trees of such great size, that the fask of clearing the ground is quite
beyond the energy of the Indian. There are places, however, near the
shore, where by cutting down and grubbing out small bushes limited
garden patches may be made. These are very often spots which have
been occupied by Indian houses, and where great quantities of shells,
and other refuse élave accumulated, forming a rich soil. Such spots.

good hunters.
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are utilized as potato gardens, but are frencmll y small and often seat-
tered far away from the main villages, whe1 ever suitable localities can

_ the variety in use is generally run down so as to yield very small and

Roots, bark,&e.

be found. Little attention is paid to the cultivation of the plant, and

poor tubers.
Formerly many small roots indigenous to the countr; Y, and eontain-

- *- ing more or less starch, were eagerly sought after, dried and stored

. Berries.

away. One of these was a wild lily. No etfort is now made to gather
these, though a few.may be collected where they .occur abundantly
The cambium layer of the spruce (. Menziesit) and hemlock (4. Mer-
tensiana) is collected, the trees being cut down and barked for the
purpose, and is eaten in a fresh or dried state., This substance .has a
not disagreeable sweet and mucilaginous taste, but also possesses a

distinct resinous flavour. It is considered very wholesome. ‘The

cambium layer of the scrub pine (P. contorta) is not eaten, though this
tree is found in sonmie abundance on the west eoast of the islands, and
on the mainland of British Columbia is barked for this purpose almost
exclusively. The growing shoots-of the epilobium, heracleum and
other plants are eaten when in season. A sea-weed resembling dulce,
but which I have only seen in dried cakes, isgound, especially in the
southern islands. preserved by dr, ymor and’ bﬁlleyxto a sort of tea or
soup.

Berries abound, the most importasit belng the sal-lal. (Gaultherza

* shallon), known to the Haidas as skit-hun, and crab-apple or kyxil (Pyrus

Nativetobacco.

_ Cumshewa, where a single old woman continues to grow .it, s

rivularis). The latter, about one-third of an inch in length and less in
width, has much the taste of a soﬁr Siberian crab. It is- gathered late
in the autumn, and generally boiled and put away in boxes, covered
. with water, and allowed to r¢main so till winter, when the berries are

sorted, mlxed with oolachen grease, and thus made ready for use. The
sal-lal berries are eaten fresh in great quantities, and are also dried for
use in winter.. The strawberry (Fragaria Chilensis), flowering rasp-
berry (Rubus Nutkanus), eurrent (Ribes sp.), Vaccinium parvifiorum, &c.,
occur in some places abundantly. The mahonia (Berberis aquifolium)
is not found. The service-berry (dmalanchier alnifolia), so much prized
by the Indians of the interior, occurs sparingly, and scarcely seems to
ripen its fruit.

o.  Before the introduction of the pofato, the only plant cultivated was .
one which has been described to me as ¢Indian tobacco. Thele is a

mythical tradition concerning the origin of this plant, Whlch is given
in another place. Its cultivation is now entirely abandonéd’ exce t at
& of

the older Indians still relishing it. - This I learnt after Ieavmg Cum-
ewa, and have consequently been unable to ascertain whether the

les
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plant is really tobacco or not. It is probable, however, that it is some
less potent weed, or its cultivation would not have been so soon given
up and high prices” paid for imported tobacco. The Haidas used to
grow it not only for themselves, but as an article of trade with other .
nelghbourmo' tribes. To prepare the plant for use it was dried over How prepared.
the fire on a little framework, finely bruised in a stone mortar, and
then pressed into cakes. It wasnot smokedin a . pipe, but being mixed
with a httle lime prepared by burning clam—shells was chewed or held
in the cheek. The stone mort.zrs—elsewhe_ne more fully described—
are still to be found stowed away in corners. of the houses. They
appear to have been used in the preparation of the ¢tobacco’ only, and”
though often large enough for the purpose were certainly not
employed to reduce any cereal to the state of meal, as none such were
known to the Haidas. It is, therefore, unsafe to conclude from the Kinnikinick.
mere discovery of stone mortars, among other relics, that certain
extinet tribes cultivated corn and used it as food. The leaves of the
bear-berry or kinnikinick *(Arctostaphylos wva-ursi) are mixed with
tobacco when smoking, to eke out the precious narcotic. These leaves B
are used for the same purpose by the Indians everywhere over the -
northern part of the American continent. I have seen on Vancouver
Island the leaves of the sal-lal roasted before the fire and mixed with
tobacco, and among the Chippeway Indians and others the bark of the
red osier dog-wood (Cornus stoloniferz). .

\ The dog is the only domesticated animal among the Haidas. The The dog.
opwmal b1 eed is now much disguised by 1mported strains. The pres-
el\xt natives are grey wolfish- lookmv curs about the size of a coyote.

\ % i " Social organis:.tion.

e Haidas, like other tribes mhabmng the coast of British Colum— Houses and
carved posts.

bia and its adjacent islands, have permanent villages. The general

type of construction of the houses in these is nearly the same among

all the tribes, but among the Haidas the buildings are more substan-

tially made, and much more care is given to the accurate fitting
together and ornamentation of the edifice than I have elscwhere seen.

This may be due in_ part to the comparatively late date’ at which the

Haidas have come closely in contact with the whites, but probably also .
indicates an original greater facility in constructive and mechanical
processes than is found among the other tribes. This would be fully

borne out by their present character in these regards. Especially in

the great number, size, and elaborate carving of the symbolical posts,

is this superiority shown. Among the Tshimsians at Port Simpson,
"most of the original carved posts’ have been cut down as missionary
influence spread among the people. At Nawitti (Hope Island), Quat-

./"\
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.
sino Inlet (Vancouver Island) and elsewhere, where the natives are
still numerous and have-scarcely been reached by missionaries, though

" similar posts are found, they are small, shabby, and show little of the

" Villages.

Arrangement
of villages.

Carved posts

peculiar grotesque art found so fully developed among the Haidas.

As before mentioned, the permanent villages are generally situated
with regard to easy access to the halibut banks and coast fisheries,
which occupy a greater proportion of the time of the natives than any
other single employment. . The villages are thus not infrequently on
bleak, exposed, rocky coasts or islands, though generally placed with
care, 80 as to allow of landing in canoes even in stormy weather. The
houses may stand on a flat, elevated a few feet above the high-tide
mark, and facing seaward on a sandy or gravelly beach, on which
canoes can be drawn up. The houses are arranged side by side, either
in contact, or with spaces of greater or less width between them. A
space is left between the f1onts of the houses and edge of the bank,
which’serves for a street, and also for the/erection: of the various
carved posts, and for temporary fish-drying stages, &c. Here also, any
canoes dre placed which it is not desired to use for some time, and are
carefully covered with matting and boughs to protect them from the
sun, by which they might be waiped or cracked. As a rough average,
it may be stated that there are at least two carveéd posts for each house,
and these, when the village is first seen from a distance, give it the

‘aspect of a patch of burnt forest with bare, bristling tree-stems.. The

houses themselves are not painted, and soon assume a uniform incon-
spicuous grey colour, or become green or overgrown with mess and
weeds, owing to the dampness of the climate. The cloud of sméke
generally hovering over the village in calm weather, may serve to

identify it. Two rows.of housés are occasionally formed, where the

area selected is contracted. No special arrangement of houses accord-

ing to-rank or precedence appears to obtain;and the house of the chief”

‘may be either in the centre.of the row or at the end. Each house
generally accommodates seyeral families, in our sense of the térm ;

“which are 1e}at@d together, and under the acknowledged guidance of‘

the elder to whom the house is reputed to belong, and who is really a
minor chle of <r1eate1 or less importance in the tribée—or village—
according to tha amount of his property and number of his people.

In front of one or more of the principal houses platforms are often
found, on which!a group of people may be seen squatting in' conversa-
tion or engaged in their interminable gambhng game. The foress of
carved posts in front of the village, each of them representing a great
expenditure of property and exertion, doubtless presents to the native
eye a grand and awe-inspiring appearance and brings to the mind a

sense of probably mysterious import, which possibly does not in reality )

7

)
-
-
3
P




eanuep 1 owdeafopu purpivg e

“glgr ‘o1 A(n[ ‘ol0ud A ‘W "D .

111 aLvid




.
N
B
. .
.
. .
’
. “
N
- -
B “ -
. -
|
\
‘
“ L]
,
L
/
,
,
.
S
,
.
s
B
.
, - - N
- i N ; b .
i N -




QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS., 117 B

exist. Behind the dwelling houses, or-toward one end of the village Tombs.
and not far removed from it, are the small houses or sheds in which .
the dead are placed, or pairs of posts supporting a hollowed beam
which contains the body. = : ,
These permanent villages of the Haidas™ are now much reduced in Abandonment
number, in correspondence with the very rapid decrease of the people ?,ﬁ‘f;é:‘;‘* v of
themselves. Those villages least favourably situated as fishing stations,
or most remote from communication, have been abandoned, and their
people absorbed in others, This has happened especially on the tem-
pestuous west coast of the islands, where there is now but a single
inhabited village. Even those still occupied are rapidly falling to
decay ; the older people gradually dying off, the younger resorting
more and more to Victoria and beginning to despise the old ways.
Many houses have been completely deserted, while others are shut up
and mouldering away under the weather, and yet others, large and
fitted to accommodate several families, are occupied by iwo or three
people only. "The carved posts, though one may still occasionally be
erected, are as a rule more or less advanced toward decay. A rank
growth of weeds in some cases presses close up among the inhabited.
houses, the traffic not being sufficient to keep them down. In a few
years little of the original agpect of these villages will remain, though
at the present moment all their peculiarities can be easily distinguished,
and a very little imagination suffices to picture them to the mind asthey
must have been when swarming with inhabitants dressed in sea-otter
robes and seal skins. : - B
~ The Haidas reside’ in these permanent villages during the WinkP residence.
season, returning to them after the close of the salmon fishery, about
Christmas-time. A portion of the tribe is, however, almost always to
‘be-found at the permanent village, and from time to time during othér
seasons of the year almost the whole tribe may be concentrated, there.
The villages differ somewhat in this respect. When the territory owned

- by its- people is not very extensive, or does not lie far off, they live
almost continually in the village. - When it is otherwise, they become
widely scattered at several seasons.

The Haidas trouble themselves little about the interior country, but Pro(i;erty‘in
the coast line, and especially thé various rivers and streams, are divided land.
among the different families. These tracts are considered as strictly,
persofxal property, and ave hereditary rights or possessions, descending
from one generation to another according to the rule of succession

-elsewhere stated. They may be bartered or given away, and should
~ one family.desire to fish or gather berries in the domain of another,
" the privilege must be paid for. So strict are these ideas of proprietary
right in the soil, that on some parts of the coast sticks may be seen set
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. up to define the limits of the various properties,and woe to the dishon-.

Temporary
houses.

Gatherings for

est Indian who appropriates anything of value—as for instance a
stranded shark, or seal or sea-otter which has died from its wounds— .
that comes ashore on the stretch of coast belonging to another. Along
the shores the principal berry-gathering grounds are found, and thus
divided. The larger salmonstreams are often the property jointly of a
number of families; and at these autumn fishing grounds temporary
houses, small and roughly constructed, are generally to be found. The
split cedar planks of the permanent houses are not usually carried by
the Haidas-to these fess substantial houses, though this custom prevails
elsewhere on the coast. The construction-of the houses thus tempora-
rily occupied is generally so slight and rough as to necessitate no
particular description. Poles or cedar planksare built or piled together
in whatever manner seems best suited to keep out the rain. In some
cases where they are more substantial they resemble on a reduced scale
those of the permanent villages. The mode of construction of the
latter is described further on. In these temporary shelters, or in even
less commodious camps among the trees, thé natives live during a
considerable part of the year, engaged in salmon fishing, the cutting
down of trees and rough hewing of canoes, the gathering and prepara-
tion of cedar bark for mats, and other occupations, which, each at its
appropriate season, fill out the annual round of duties.

o onngs for . The actual construction of the.permanent houses devolves entirely

ouses.

Chieftainey.

on the men, but is not effected by individual effort. Indeed, the very
size of the beams and planks used necessitates the codperation of many
hands. The erection of a house, therefore, in all its stages, from the
cutting and hewing out of the beams in the forest, the launching of
these and towing them to the village, their erection and fitting, forms
the occasion of a ‘bee’ or gathering of natives; which generally includes
detachments from neighbouring villages, and is the occasion of a pot-
latch or giving away of property by the person for whom the labour
is undertaken. Several such gatherings are usually required for the
completion of a house, which may be some years in coursé of construc-
tion. as the man for whom the work is done generally exhausts his
available resources on each occasion, and requires again to accumulate -
,property, and especially blankets, for a new effort. Dancing and
gaming relieve the monofony of, the.work, which generally occupies

_ but a small portion of each day; and is conducted with much talk and

noise, and the shouting of many diverse orders as the great beams are
handled. o

Among the Haidas each permanent village constitutes a chicftaincy,
and has a recognized head chief. The chiefs still possess considerable
influence, but it is becoming less, and was doubtless very much greater
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in former times. It was never, however, the absolute and despotic
authority which is sometimes attributed to Indian chiefs. The chief
is merely the head or president of the various family combinations,
and unless his decisions carry with them the assent of the other lezders

they have not much weight. He has no power of compelling work power of chiefs
from other members of the tribe. Should. he require a new house he!imited:

must pay for its erection by making a distribution of property, just as
any other man of the tribe would do; and indeed it is expected of the
chief that he shall be particularly liberal in these givings away, as well
as in providing feasts for the people. He is also supposed to do the
honours to distingmished visitors. In Captain Dixzon’s narrative, the
following statements concerning the position of the chiefs at the time
of his visit are found :—‘ Though every tribe met with at these islands
is governed by its respective chief, yet they are divided into families,
each of which appears to have regulations and a kind of subordinate
government of its own: the chief usually trades for the whole tribe;
but Fhave sometimes observed that when this method of barter has
been disapproved of, each separate family has claimed a right to
dispose’ of their own furs, and the chief always complied with this
request.” ‘

o

The chieftaincy is hereditary, and on the death of a chief devolves Su_ccfetis%n to
chiel

upon his next eldest. brother, or should he have no brother, on his
nephew, or'lacking both of these his sister or niece may in rare cases
inherit the chieflaincy, though when this occurs it is probably only
nominal. - It is possible—as ocgasionally happens in the matter of
succession to property—that a. distant male relative may, in want of

near kinsmen, be adopted by the mother/6f the deceased as a new son,

and may inherit the chieftaincy. I have not, however, heard of cases
of this kind. Should all these means of filling. the succession fail, a
new chiefis then either elevated by the consensus of public opinion, or
the most opulent and ambitious native attains the position by making

a potlateh, or giving away of property greater than any of the rest can"

afford. Should one man distribute ten blankets, the next may dispose
of twenty, the first.tries to cap this by a’second distribution, and so on
till the means of all but one have been exhausted. This form may in
reality become a species of election, for should there be a strong feeling
in favour of any particular man, his friends may secretly reinforce his
‘means till he carries his point. In mo case, however, does the chief-
taincy pass from the royal clan to any of the lesser men of the tribe.
On being elevated to the chieftaincy the chief assumes a hereditary
‘name, which is also colloguially used as that of the tribe he rules.
Thus there is always a Cumshewa, Skedan, Skidegate, &c.; and since
the islands have been frequented by vessels, the word ¢captain’ is
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frequently added to the titular name of the chief in speaking of him to
the whites, to signify his rank. .

Mysterlous " Certain secrets are reputed to appertain to the office of chief, among
which is the possession of various articles of property which are
supposed to be mysterious and unknown to the rest of the Indians, or
common people (Haida a-li-kwa). A very intelligent Skidegate Indian
from whom I derived much information, as he was well versed in the
Chinook jargon, told me, for instance, that on the death of the last
Skidegate chief, the new chief wished him to perform a dance in
honour of the great departed, this being one of the rites which it is
necessary that the heir should attend to. The dance is one made by a
single man, the performer being naked with the exception of the
breech-cloth. When my informant was about to engage in the dance
the chief took him aside, showing-him various articles of the myste-
rious chief’s properties. Among others a peculiar whistle, or cell with
vibrating reed tongues, which concealed in the mouth - enables the
operator to produce strange and startling noises, that may be supposed
by those not in the secret to indicate a-species of possession in the
excited dancer. These things are explained by the chief to his probable
successor, and are also known to some of the more important Tndians,
but not to all. They are, no doubt, among the devices for obtaining
and holding authority over the credulous vulgar. o

Tshimsian Among the Tshimsians in former days, and probably also among the

Jester. . . . o . .

: - Haidas, a chief had always his principal man, who has considerable
authority, and gives advice and instruction to the chief’s successor.
He never inherits the chieftaincy, however. Each chief with the
Tshimsians had also his ¢jester,’ who is sent on errands of invitation,
announces the giests on their arrival, and makes jokes and endeavours
to amuse the company, though preserving his own gravity. The jester
is not, of course, always in attendance. He receives nothing for. his
trouble, apparently looking on the position as honourable, and inherits
nothing on the chief’s death. :

Noleagueof It not infrequently happens that a chief grown old, decrepit or poor,
though the honourable title still clings to him, is virtually succeeded

“by some more engrgetic/dnan, who sways the actions of the tribe in his
stead. The village appears to be the largest unit in the Haida system
of government, and tHere has not been’ any permanent premier chief,
or’larger confederacy or league of tribes. Such unions may doubtless
have been formed from time to-time for offensive and defensive

. purposes, but have not endured. '

Offensesatoned  No laws appear to be acknowledged, but any action tending to the

: injury of another in person or property lays the offender open to repri-

~sals by the sufferer, but may be atoned for, and the feud closed by -
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payment in blankets or other valua,ble property to a satngwctow . ;
amount. The culprit generally prefers this mode of settiement to Em
having an uncertain retribution hanging over him, and as the value T

; . . .- . e . 2-“
get on property is great, and the disinclination to reduce the store of b
blankets—which . may possibly be accumulating for a prospective e
distribution—excessive, the restraint is proportionately severe, e

Religion and medccme

'

1=

It is difficult to decide precisely how much should be mcluded under Religion. X ?"’
the heading religion. The older Indians, and indeed those of ever y age ’ %:
where they have come not too closely in contact with the whites, show ' f:
a persistent—one might almost say a fervent—reverence for their %{
‘time-honoured customs, among which, in this case, the giving away of . - _%”
property or potlatch and the various dances, are the most prominent. . 2

' There are no priests, however, nor could I hear of any religious ritual

among the ‘Haidas. The medwme or mystery man, or shaman (Haida

. ski-ga), occupies a position perhaps partly partakmg of the priestly

function, but more closely allied to that of the,.prophet, sorcerer, or

physician. The Tshimsians say that the Haidas had originally no

religion whatever, but adopted- their ceremonies not a very great

while ago. This may account for the use of Tshimsian words in the - A
dances among the"Haidas, and the high esteem in which the Tshimsian . .
language is held by them. It is possible that some of the dances | '
described farther on may have, in part, a religious significance and’

kg

form a portion of the religious ceremonies above 1efer1ed to. o
It is, however, unquestionable that the Haidas have,.and had before Idea of a chief o
any missionary leaven spread among them, an idea of a chief deity, or : iﬁj‘"

lord of all things, whose dwelling was in some remote, undefined region.
This I ascertained by careful inquiry from the Skidegate Indian alr eady
referred to, and Mr. Collison, who has been two years among the Masset
Haidas as a missionary, and can speak the language with some fluency,

<7

confirms me in this statement. The name of this being is Sun-ta-

tlai-dus, or Sha-nung-v-tlag-i-das. His attributes are generally good, but

itis difficult to ascertain exactly what they are, owing to the reticence . o
observed by natives in speaking to whites of those of their customs or o _
beliefs which they fear may be ridiculed, but perhaps also in this case - ’ T

. to the fact that they have at no time been very precisely defined. The
idea of a spirit, soul, or essence being in reality the man, and distinctly 3
separable from the more perishable body, is also ﬁrmly rooted in the T
Haida mind. There isalso a récognised principle of evil, cailed Hai-de- Power of evil.
" lan-a, a name signifying chief of the lower regions. ~ This being is either

typified by, or assumes the form of a certain inhabitant of the sea, ’ ke
believed to be the killer whale (Orca ater). Indians who lose their lives . 4 i

N
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by drowning are taken possesqlon of by the power of evil, and are turned
into beings like himself under his chieftainship. Those killed in battle,
or even non-combatants aémdentally killed during a fight, go at once to
the eountry of Sun-i-a-tlai-dus, which is supposed to be a happy region.
The spirits of those who die from disease, or in the course of nature,
become latent, or pags to an ill-defined Hades, but are from time to
time recovered, returning to the world as the souls of new-born
children, generally—or-always—in the tribe to which they themselves

Transmlzratwn formerly belonged. This riew birth may occur in each case five succes-

Departure of ~

the soul.

sive times, but after this the soul is annihilated, ““like earth, knowing |
nothing.” So at least say some of the Haidas. The medlcme-men
profess, in many cases, to. be able by means of dreams or visions to
tell in the person of what child such an-one formerly dead. has
returned—hence a eonsiderable part of the influence they exercise.

The Indian informant, already several times referred to, told me that
the medicine-man had assured him that his brother had returned in the-
form of a child lately born. He was in déubt whether to believe
implicitly or not. I have been'told also of a case at Masset, where an
old chief dying said to those about him that he would return in the
form of a child then about to be born from the wife of one of his
relatives. He enjoined them-to be careful of the child. :

It would seem also to be believed that before death the soul loosens

. itself from the body, and finally takes its departure altogether. This,
. at least, would appear to be implied by the fact that the medicine-men

Initiation of
medicine-man.

Curative func-
tion.

sometimes profess to catch the soul of one about to die. This, hov-vever,
belongs more strictly to the curative function of the ska-ga.

The office of ska-ga, shaman or medicine-man is not, like the chief-
taincy, hereditary, but is either chosen'or accepted in consequence of. -
some tendency to dream or see visions, or.owing to some omen. The
would-be doctor \must go through a severe course of initiation. ~ He
must abstain fmr*x connexion Withv women, and eat very little ordinary
food, and that only once a day, in the evening. He goes into the
Woods and eats inedx( sine,’ of which the Moneses uniflora was pointed
out to me as one of the chief constituents, This plantis hot and bitter
to the taste. A course of this character continued for some months;
or for even a year, causes the body to,become thin, and the mind may
eventually be somewhat deranged, or at least the ska-ga pretends to see
strange things. speaks mvsteuouﬂy, and soon takes an‘acknow-
ledged place in the tribe. When sickness occurs he must be in
attendance on the patient, and seeks by every means 1o exorcise the

-evil spirit which, abxdmrr in the body, may have caused the disease.

The greatest effort is to dnve out this’ spirit, and for this purpose he
comes armed with his rattle, or with a drum. The house where the
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patient lies is probably filled with his fuends the, skd-ga, drumming or

’ rattling and singing about him, seems to strain every nerve to drive

away the evil one. The relatlves encourage him to redoubled exertions
by promises of property, which, in event of recovery, he will be given.

A ska-ga has his hair long and tangled, as, in obedience to custom, it
is neither allowed to be cut or comb passed through it. This consti-

tutes: a part of his ‘medicine.’ Besides the rattle or drum the most

importatit property of a skd-ga appears to be a hollow bone, carved
externally; in some cases also inlaid with pieces of haliotis shell, and

open at the ends. In this, using a little shred cedar bark to plug the
ends, he can enclose the soul or ka-tlun-dai about to depalt and may
succeed in restoring it to the body.

From their position the medicine-men are often able. to levy black-
mail on the credulous, and profit by this species of priesteraft. At
Metla-katla the following incident occurred, and was related to me by
Mr. Duncan. This was among the Tshimsians, whose customs in regard
to these matters are, however, closely like those of the Haidas:—
A medicine-man from an outlying distriet, coming among the Indians
at the mission, put a family into great distress by communicating to
them thag in walking along, not far off, he had seen the soul of a young

" girl, had cauoht it, and for a certain consideration would restore it to

the owner, who must otherwise assuredly soon die. The girl indicated
was in good health, but, some of the relativés were so much alarmed
that they came to Mr. Duncan, telling him all the circumstances. He
partially reassured them, and finally quieted their fears by frightening
the medicine-man hunself' away. ,

The ska-ga dying, remains still an object of superstltlon and bis body
is not disposed of in exactly the same way with those of mere ordinary
mortals. He is not, as they are, boxed upand deposited in little houses
in the immediate vicinity of the village, but removed to some distance,
in some instances to a plade designated by himself before death. The
method of sepulture may not be quite uniform, but I can describe that
of a medicine-man considered very potent, who died about ten years
ago at Skidegate :—On a small island, some miles from the village, is a

. little box-like hovel, about five feet in height, and nearly square, made

of split cedar boal'ds, neatly joined, and.-roofed with similar planks, on
which large stones had been piled to keep the whole firm. The erec-
tion stands under a few scattered pine trees, near the rocky shore. A
“board having fallen out, a good view could be gained of the interior.
/The side furthest from .the water was enfir ely covered by a neatly

" made cedar-bark mat. The body leaned against this, in a sitting pos-

ture, the knees had originally been drawn up nearly to the chin, but
the whole had slxpped down somewhat during decomposmon It as

.

. medicine-men.
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not enclosed in any box, but a large red blanket, wrapped round the =
. shoulders, covered the entire lower portion of the body to the ground.
"The hair, which was long, was still in place, black and glossy, carefully
wound up to form a large knot on the top of the head, through which
a couple of carved bone pins or slkewers were stuck. A carved stick,
like those used in dancing, rested in one corner, and before the knees
was a square cedar box, which no doubt contained various other pro-
perties. Had I not had with me an Indian of the tribe, I should have
been tempted to investigate further. The face was the only part of
the body uncoyered, and the flesh appeared to have been partly dried -
on the bones, giving it a mummy-like aspect. I mention this fact - -
as it is believed both at Skidegate and Masset, and probably generally
.among the Haidas, that the bodies of medicine-men do not decay like
those of others, leaving only the bones, but dry up without decomposi-
" tion. In this particuiar case, it is said among the people of ‘the tribe
that if anyone looking at the dead man 5hou1d see-a skeleton only, he
or some of his near kinsfolk will surely soon die, whereas if flesh is
seen the omen is propitious.

Of another ska-ga entombed near the Skidegate Village, I was told.
by a Haida that on one occasian he was returning to the village, about
twilight, when, on looking to where he knew the tomb to be, he saw
the ska-ga himself, standing erect with his medicine rattle in his hand.
‘My informant was much frightened, and on getting to the village told
the people what he had seen, causing no small commotion among
them, for the apparition "was universally accepted as an evil omen.

. Shortly afterwards his wife, brother, brother’s wife; and two sisters
- ‘went, with others, to Victoria, and all taking small-pox died there.

, A medicine-man is entitled to take from the grave of his predecessor
any of his peculiar properties. The privilege is, however, not always
or immediately made use of, and it may probably be necessary to wait-

_ for some dream or omen before doing so.

Incentation for The following method of pr ocedure to obtain a fair wind, though not
- confined in practice to medicine-men, but known to most of the Haidas,
may serve to show the childjsh nature of their mystery performances.
An Indian fasting, shoots a raven, quickly singes it in' the fire, and
then going to the edge of the sea, swéeps it four times on’ the surface
in the direction in which the wind is desired. -He then throws it
behind him, but afterwards picking it up, sets it in a sitting posture
at the foot of a-spruce tree, facing toward the required wind. " Prop-
ping its beak open with a stick, he then requests a fair wind- for ‘a
_ certain number of days, and going away lies down and covers himself
up with his blanket, till a second Indian asks him for how many days
he has required the wind, to which question he answers.

" Ghostly appari-
- tion,

¥




/
/
|

QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS, . 1258 ;

i 3

There are among the neighbouring Tshimsians four ¢ religions,’ or Religions E

systems of rites of a religious character. These have no relation toj5%E he. '

the totems, but divide the tribe on different lines. They are known as '
(1) Sim-ha-lait, (2) Mi-hla, (3) Noo-hlem, (4) Hop-pcp. The fivst is the
simplest and séems to have no very distinctive rites. The central figure
of the worship of the second was at Fort Simpson a little black image

~with long hair known as “ the only one above.” The third are dog- Rites and

eaters,” a portion of their rite consisting in killingand cutting, or tedr- o
ing to pieces, dogs, and eating the flesh. They eat in reality, however, ;_’¢
as little of the flesh as they can, quietly disposing of the bulk of it when, ol
out of sight. The hop-pop or “cannibals” are those who, in a state of %
real or pretended frenzy, bite flesh out of the extended arms of the : gg
people of the village as a part of their rite.. When they issue forth for . ff?
this purpose they utter cries like hop-pop—whence their name. On this i}’}‘;f

sound being heard all but those of the same religion get out of the way 2

i

if they can, frequently pushing off in canoes for this purpose. Those of °

. the same creed, and brave, resolutely extend their arms to be bitten.

A man may belong to more than one religion, and is in some cases

even forced to become initiated into a second. If, for instance, one

should pass where dog-eaters are holding a ‘solemn conclave, he may

be seized” and initiated as a dog-eater nolens volens. Great. hardships .
are sometimes endured during initiation. The more savage religions Deception
. pretend--to mysterious supernatural powers, and go to great pains practised:
sometimes to delude the common people, or those of other creeds. At ;
Fort Simpson, for instance, a young chief was on one occasion care- '
fully buried in the ground beforehand. When discovered the opera- .

..
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tors were pulling at a rope, and ‘were supposed to be drawing the chief %
underground from the back of an island some way off. The rope after o
a time’ breaking;-great apparent excitement occurs among the opera- 14
tors, who say the chief is now lost, but catchinig sticksBegin to-dig in =~ s aw

- the ground, and soon unearth "him to the great amazement of the B
vulgar. In this case, howaver, the cold and ‘cramped attitude so - 3;;

affected the chief that he was lame—for life. They instil the truth of
such stories especially-in-the minds of the young, whofirmly believe
in them. At Fort Simpson; in former days, they have even got up
such things as an artificial whale, in some way formed on a canoe.
This appeared suddenly on the bay, seemingly swimming along, with
a little child on its back. - ' oo

R,

*

) ‘ Potlatch or distribution 'of property. .

.The distribution of property, or pétlatc{z as it is called in the Custom wide-
Chinook jargon (Haida, kie-is-hil), implying, as it appears at first sight, spread.
such entire self-abnegation and disregard of the value of slowly accu-

e

.
Bide e o T el en . o




‘Method of dis-
tribution of
Jproperty.

‘126 B

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.

mulated wealth, requires some explanation. The custom thus named

is very widely spread, extending not only to all the coast tribes of

British Columbia and its adjacent islands, but also to the native inhab-
itants of the interior of the Province,-of entirely different stocks. I
have been able to ascertain more about this custom among the Haidas
than elséwhere. Whether in all the other tribes it is so perfectly sys-
tematized, or carried out precisely!in the same way, it is impossible at
present to tell, but among ‘the inhabitants of at least the whole
northern part of the coast the usage appears to vary very little.’

The potlatch besides being a means of combining labour for an
industrial ‘bee,’ for purposes in which individual effort is insufficient,
is also a method of acquiring influence in the tribe, and in some cases,
as we have seen, of attaining even to the chieftaincy. The more
frequently and liberally an individual thus distributes property, the
more important he becomes in the eyes of his tribe, and the more is
owing to him when some othel member performs the same ceremony.
Only in certain special circumstances are the ‘blankets—which gene-
rally constitute the greater part of the property distributed—torn into
shreds and destroyed. In most cases it is known long beforehand that
a certain man is about to make a distribution; for the purpose of
raising a house, cutting out and erecting a new carved post, or other
exertion. Some months previously, among the Haidas, he.quietly

distributes among his friends and the punmpal members of the tribe-

~his property, be itin blankets or money. The mode of distribution.

and value of property given to each person is thoroughly systematised,
and all the members of the tribe know beforehand how many blankets
go to each. A short time before the ceremony all this property is
returned with interest; a man who has received four blankets, giving
back six, or some larger number in something like this ratio. This
retention ef a certain amount of the property and its return with
incréase, appears to be looked upon as an honour by those to whom it
is given out. The members of the tribe are then called together for a

. certain date, and at the same time.parties from other, and perhaps

distant, villages are invited. The wérk in hand is accomplished, the

man for whom it is done making feasts of the best he has for his guests,’

and the toil being varied by dancing and gambling with the gaming-
sticks, which occupy all the time not more profitably employed. The

_work finished, the distribution.takes place, and shortly afterwards all

Occasions on
- which practis-

- ed.

disperse. :

i

It is usual to make a potlatch on the occasion of tattooing a
child, and-at other stages in its advance toward manhood.  'When it is
desired to show an utter disregard of worldly wealth, the blankets are

torn into strips and scattered among the crowd, and money is also
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strewn broadcast. This procedure is bometlmes followed in competi-
tions for the chieftaincy, already lefened to. A similar practice is
also a method of showing rage or grief. At Masset, lately, it became
known to a father that a young man had made improper advances to
his daughter. The futher immediately, in great anger, tore up twenty Fuult atoned
blankets, which not only served as an outlet for Lis feelings, but ™"
placed the young man under the mneecssity of destroying a similar
number of blankets; and in this case, not being possessed of sufficient

; property, .those of the young man’s totem-clan had to furnish by
subseription the requisite number, or leave upon themselves a lusting
disgrace. The feelings of the subscribers were not naturally of the-
kindest toward the young man, but they did not in this case turn hiwm
out of the tnbe, as they had a right to do after having atoned for his
fault. ‘

Among the Tshimsians an ordinary man confines his potlatch or yak Distribution
to those of his" own village, while a chief generally, or ofien, invites Tibimstane.
people from other villages also. The chief may be assisted in giving
potlatches by his people. Should he desire help of this kind, he gives
a feast with many ditferent dishes, to which all are invited. The next
day a drum is beaten for him by his jester in a peculiar manner, when

" all who have been at the feast come together with gifts, which are
afterwards, with-those belonging to the chief himself, given away.’

o

/

Dancing ceremonies.

The dance is closely connected with the potlatch ceremonies; but also
takes place in some instances without the oceasion of a giving away of
_property. In most of the dances the Tshimsian language is used in the
song, which would appear to indicate that the ceremonial has been
borrowed from these people. Notwithstanding the old-time hostility
of the Haidas and Tshimsians, the former profess a great liking for the
Tshimsian language, and many ¢ of them speak it fluently.
Six kinds of dancing ceremonies are distinguished, and are desig-Six varieties.
nated in the Skidegate dialect by the following names:—(1) Ska-ga,
(2) Ska-dul, (3) Kwai-o-guns-o-lung, (1) Ka-ta-ka-qun, (5) Ska-rut, (6)
Hi-atl. Of these I have only witnessed No. 3, the description of the
others being-at second-hand from the mtelhgent -Skidegate Indian
already more than once referred to.
1. Ska-ga is performed on occasions of joy, as when friendly Indians ska-ga.
.arrive at a village in their canoes, and it is desired to manifest pleasure.
A chief performs this dance. He takes his stand in the house at the
side of the central fire furthest from the door. ;He should wear over
his shoulders one of the na-xin or Tshimsian blankets, made of fine
cedar-bark and the wool of the mountain goat. He wears, besides, the
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bist dothes he may happen ‘to have, and on his head an omament
made of the stout bristles from the whiskers of the sea-lion. These are
set upright in a’circle, and between them feather-down is heaped,
which as he moves is scattered on all sides, filling the air and covering
the spectators. He dances in the usual slouching way common among

~ the Indians, bending his knees, but not lifting his feet far from the

Ska-dul and
Kwai-o-guns-o-
lang.

Ka-ta-ka-gun.

Ska-rut.

ground. The people, sitting around in the fire-light, all sing, and tho
drum is contmu'xlly beaten.
" hour.

2. The dance distinguished as Ska- dul, appears to be merely the
beginning of that known as-(3) Kuwai- -o-quns-o-lung. Any man who
knows the mode of singing starts the dance alone, when it is called
Ska-dul, soon others join in, and it becomes No. 3. This is performed by
no particular number of people, the more the better, and occurs only
when a man desires shortly to make a house. The man himself does
not dance, nor does any giving away of property take place. The
women occupy a prominent place in this dance, being carefully dressed
with the little marks and na-xin or cloaks previously described. One
man performs on a drum or tamborine to which all sing, or grunt in
time, shuffling about with a jerky motion as they do so. -There is Y
master of the ceremonics who leads off the chorus. Rattles are
freely used. The song is in praise of the man who intends to build,
and also of the dancers. It eulogises his strength, riches, and so on,
and is in the Tshimsian language.

4. Ka-ta-ka-qun.
wife, and takes place when a house has been finished, the owner at the
same time making a distribution of property. The dancers are attired
in their best, ornamented, and with faces painted, but no "birds-down
is used. - It is performed in the newly finighed housé, and may -occupy
half an hour or an hour. The man who makes the distribution doeb
not dance. All sing in the Tshimsian language.

5. Ska-rut. One man performs this dance, but is generally or always

. paid to do the duty for the person more ‘immediately concerned. It

takes place some days before a distribution of property, on the occasion
of such an event as the tattooing of a child or death of a relative or
friend. The dance is performed by a single man, naked with the
exception of his breech-cloth. In the first part of the dance, which
appears to be intended to simulate a sort of possession or frenzy, one of
the grotesque wooden masks is worn, and this is the only dance in
which they are used. The wearing of the mask is not, however, abso-
lutely necessary, but is a matter of choice with the performer. Gettmg
heated in the dance, he throws the mask away, snatches up the first
dog he can find, kills him, and tearing pieces of his flesh eats them.

This d:mce may last half an hour or an

This is performcd by the male relatives of a man’s -
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This dance is not performed in the house as the others are, but at large =
through the village.” The usual present tariff for the pe1fo1mance §
of the ceremony is, about ten blankets. On enquiring what the %}j
feelings of the man might be whose dog was devoured, I found that .
afterwards the dog is appraised and paid for to the satlsfaetlon of g

all parties. This is characteristic of the manner in which; among - &
the Haidas themselves, the ‘principle of nothing for nothing is strictly | '
carried out. '
6. Hi-atl. This dance is very frequently 1ndul<red in, and is on occa- Hi-atl.
sion of any joyful event, as the arrival of visitors, &e. It is performed
by several.or many men, who wéar feathers in their hair and paint ‘ %
their faces. The Haida language is useéd in the song. No distribution . /
of property happens, except in the case of the dance being to denote
the conclusion of mourning for a dead friend. In this instance a
potlatch occurs by the former mourner, who 1nv1tes his friends
together to dance with him.
Gambling is as common with the Haidas as among most other tribes, Gambling.

which means that it is the most popular and constantl) practised of all
their amusements. The gambler frequently loses his-entire property,
continuing the play-till he has nothing whatever to stake. The game,
generally played I have not been able to understand clearly. It is the
same with that of most of the coast tribes, and not dissimilar from
gambling games played by the natives from the Pacific coast to Lake
Superior. Sitting on the ground in a circle, in the centre of which a
clean cedar mat is spread, cach man produces his bundle of neatly

- smoothed sticks,the values of which are known by the markings upon -
them. They are shuffled to«ether in soft teased cedar balk and o
drawn out by chance : . ’ . - s

“He
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Social customs. T ’ e

Some points connected with the social’ relations of the Haidas have , : B

" already been touched upon, others may be noted here. Y
A man wishing to marry, informs his mother on what girl his heart Marriage.

is fixed, and she, going to the mother.of the beloved one (sweetheart :

_ or lkata-dha), endeavours to arrange the match. An undersfanding T
having been arrived at, the man, when ready, invites his friends to d
accompany him, and going together to the house-of the girl’s parents,
they enter, and sit down around the five, beside which the girl and her
friends also are. The young man’s friends then speak in his favour,
recommending him to the father of the girl, and praising his good
qualities. When the talk is finished, the girl rises, and going to
where her would-be husband is, sits down beside him and takes his

hand. The ceremony is then complete, and the father of the girl gives
. 9 ’ ,
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c various articles of proper ty to lier, constltutmg her dowry. She is led

/ away by her husband, but after » time returns on a visit to her parents,
bringing presents, generally of food, from her husband.

Polygamy. . Marriage is contracted early. Polygamy is. practised, but not
extensively ; it was formerly more usual, but was always mainly or
entirely confined to recognised chiefs. I could hear of but a single

“instance in which a man yet has two wives. - This case is at Skidegate.
Three or four wives were not uncommon with a chief in former days,
and it was told to me as a tradition by a Haida that a Tshimsian chief

.at one_time had ten wives. Asthe women do-notcountribute materially—
to the support of the famlly, attending only to the accessory duties of

_ caring and preserving the fish, it is pmbably difficult for a man to
maintain many wives. The women appear to be well treated on the
whole, are by no means looked upon as mere servants, and have a
voice in most matters in which the men engage. Children are-
desired, and treated as well as the mode of life and knowledge of the
Haida admits. Very few children are now, however, seen about some - -
of the villages, the women resorting to Victoria for purposes of
prostitution. Their husbands, be it said to their shame, fréquently
accompany them, and live on their ill-gotten gains. It is said that in
the early days of their contact with the whites, the Haidas were
distinguished by good morals., If so, they differed from most of the
coast tribes, among whom great laxity has always prevailed. Female
chastity is certainly not now prized. K

Training of When a girl is about to reach maturity she must attend to various

wirls. " ceremonies, and pass through certain ordeals, It was the custom that
she should wear a pecuhag* cloak or hood. at that time for several
months, or even half a year. This was made of wov ark
nearly ¢onical in shape, and -reached down below the breast, though
open before the face. It was, I believé, called ky-xe. The face was

. painted with the powdered fungus already alluded to, and fasting more .

or less severe was practised. It was also ‘customary to screen off a
corner of the lodge and give the girl a separate fire, and allow her to’
go out and in by a separate door at'the back of the house. Thlb was
connected with an ideaof ceremonial uncleanness. Did she require to
pass out by the front door, it was necessary first to remove all the arms
and various other things. In meetlng men, the face was 1o be quickly
covered with a corner of the blanket. These or other similar customs
were also in vogue among the Tshimsians, whose practices so closely
resemble the Haidas in most respects. 'Among these people great care
was taken to teach the girls submission, contentmeént, and industry.
At certain times they were not allowed to lie down to sleep, but if
overcome with drowsiness must prop themselves in a sitting posture
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_between boxes. Before drinking, the cup must be turned round four

times in the direction of movement of the sun. It was also usual for ;;,
the mother to save all hairs combed out of the head of the girl, and - ;
twist them into cords, which were then tightly tied round the waist e
and ankles, and left there till they fell to pieces of themselves. This g”
was supposed to give a fine shape to the body. In eatmcr the girl ?',
must always sit down, to prevent a too great corpulence. Ifor phaned - §w
the various .ceremonies must be again performed by the girl, even .
though already all attended to. %&

Among the Tshimsians peculiar ceremonies exist in connection with Tshimsian ’@

e ‘bringing out’ of young men and women, and it is an occasion of "

pubhc feasting. In the case of a young woman, the people being all -
collecied a curtain is raised, and she is seen sitting with her b‘wk to
"the spectators, peculiarly dressed, and surrounded by a circle of
upright ¢ coppers,” if enough ‘can be mustered. She then begins to
sing, or, if she doeés not, an old woman begins to sing near her, and
she becoming encouraged joins. The old woman then gradually drops
-her voice till the novice is singing alone. She then eventually makes . *
a dance before all the people. The songs and dances are practised
before the time for the rite arrives. .Similar customs probably exist
among the Haidas, though I did not learn any details concerning
them. ;
With the Haidas a ﬁrst born son may be ealled by the name of the Naming a son.

3"“@“ i

mother’s eldest brother, the second-born after the mother’s second bro- . fag%
" ther, or by one of the additional names of the first. Should the mother f“:
have no brother, the name of some ‘dead friend is chosen, or in cases, *;-’
where the medicine-man reveals the return of some one formerly dead 5‘;‘
in the new-born child, the name of the person supposed to be thus }g‘;'
returning to the tribe takes precedence of all others. A chief’s son is g
‘named by its mother after consultation with a medicine-man, whom she i
pays. He takes a night to think, and mayhdp dream, aboutit. There- i
. after he gives the name of a deceased male relative on the mother’s =
side, Whlch is adopted. ~The eeremony of yaming is witnessed by Stages in ad- e
vance t0 man- ;
many, and presents are given. A sister of the father’s holds the child hood. :
when named, and becomes its ‘ godmother’ afterwards. For this she
receives presents from the father, and from the boy himself when :
grown up if she has used him well. -The next ceremony is that of o
" piercing the lobes of the ears and septum of the nose, when gifts are -~ o +

again distributed, the godmother-aunt coming in for a good share.
. Four times in-all a youth changes his name, always taking one from
his mother’s family. A potlatch and tattooing of the youth takes
place on each occasion except the first, when the latter is omitted.
Also a house-building bee. On the last of these occasions the young
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man is aided by his mother’s people, makes the potlatch from his own
house and in his own last-adopted name. Dancing-and singing are in

.order at all potlatches. The first house-bujlding is called tux-kuxo.

The. sécond ki-au-ni-gexa. The third xashl. The fourth #lo-xo-kis-til.

Slavery is intimately interwoven with the social system: of the
Haidas, as with that of most of the tiibes of the coast. Slaves were
formerly common among them, expeditions being undertaken—espe-
cially northward to the country about Sitka, where the totems are
different—for the special purposes of securing slaves. The intertribal
wars along the coast have now ceased, however, and such piratical
expeditions have also been abandoned owing to the wholesome dread
of gunboats. Slaves, in consequence, are becoming scarce, and the
custom is dying away. A slave is called elaidi in the Haida language.

They appear to have been formerly under the absolute rule of their

respective masters, and were sometimes cruelly treated. In some
cases a slave has been killed to bury beneath the corner post of a new
house. They are veritable hewers of wood and.drawers of water.
They can be sold, and are supposed at the present time to be worth
about two hundred blankets each, the price having risen owing to their
scarcity. Children born of slaves are also slaves.

- One slave still remains among the Gold Harbour Haidas. ‘There -

are none at Skidegate or other of the southern villages, but a consid-
crable number at Masset and the northern villages. Slaves sometimes
regain their freedom by running away, but should they return to their
native place are generally so much despised that their lives are rendered
miserable. _ a ‘

When a man' falls sick -it devolves upon his brother to call in the
medicine-man, and also to invite the friends to the house of sickness,
and provide them with tobacco to smoke. The house is thus generally

full of sympathising Indians, with smoke, and the noise of -the’
medicine-man’s performances. Should the sick man die, the body is - |
generally enclosed in asitting posture in a nearly square cedar box,

which is made for the purposefby all the Indians conjointly; or, if

they do not wish to make it, they subscribe to purchase from some. N

“one of their number a suitable box. The coffin-box being the same in
shape as those used for ordinary domestic purposes, there is generally
no difficulty in securing one. In either case the brother, or other

property, to repay the others for their labour or expense.

-If a man of ordinary reputation only, dies, his body (tL-ko-da) is put
at once into the coffin-box (sa-tling-un), and is then stored away in the
tomb-house (sa-tling-un-nai), which is generally a little, covered shed
behind the houseé, or in the immediate neighbourhood of the village.

3

.!r‘.‘oﬁf-"‘?’ﬁﬂp"""{a

® o oo @ N oeh o o e

e I T I N i

-~ o+ @



QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 133 B

. This tomb is also made by the combined labour of the men of the

village and paid for in the same way as in the case of the coffiv-box.

In it may be placed but a single body, or two or more—those of rela- _
tives. ‘Should the dead have been a man of great importance, or 2 Burial customs
chief,/ the box containing the body is placed in the house inhabited
duung life, the other occupants finding quarters elsewhere as:best
they can. The clothes and other a1t1cles of property of the dead man
are arranged about him, and he sits in state thus for perhaps a year,
no one removing any of the things. Indians from another village,
however, may come to sée the ,body, and do so. The body once
consigned to the tomb-house is now left there, but it was formerly the
custorh in the case of chiefs to open the tomb from time to time and
‘provide the body with fresh blankets or robes. This is said never to
have been done to the bodies of the less important riembers of the
tribe, and to have been long in disuse; it is a common practice among
the Salish Indians of the interior of British Columbia. Both among
the Haidas ‘and Tshimsians the dead were also formerly burnt as an
occasional or not unfrequent practice. In this case the ashes were
collected and put in a box. This is never now done, but numerous,
mstances occurred in the last generation.

" After the body has been entombed it becomes necessary sooner or Monumental
. later, if the deceased has been a person of any importance in the tribe, ****

- toerect a carved post. The Indians again collect for this purpose,
and are repaid by a distribution of property, made by the brother of -
the deceased or other relative to whom his estate has come down as
next in order of descent. The post erected, though sometimes equally .
“ponderous .with the carved posts.of the houses, is not generally

. 8o elaborate. In many cases it consists of a plai anaht tapering
 slightly towards the lower end, or that inserted 'in the ground,
while the upper bears a broad boa.rd on which some design is carved
or painted, or any ‘coppers’ formerly belonging to the dead man

are attached.

" The custom of placing the bodies of the dead in canoes, Wh1ch may
either rest on the ground or be fixed in a tree, does not obtain among
the Haidas, nor did I see any instance of the use of trees as receptacles
of coffin-boxes, as practised among several other tribes of the coast.

The brother of the deceased inherits his property, or should there ryneritance. o
be no brother, a nephew, or the sister, or, failing all these, the mother ’
Occasionally some distant male relative may be adopted as a new son
by the mother, and be made heir to the property. The wife may in
. some cases get a small share. -As soon as the body has been enclosed

- in the coffin-box, and not before, the brother or other heir takes
possession. When it can bé amicably arranged, he also inherits the

w0t
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foe of the dead man, but should he be already married, the nephew
or other relative on whom the succession would next devolve is
supposed to marry the relict. Should there be no relative to marry
her, she may be married again to any other man. E

A single system of totems (Haida, kwalla) extends throughout the
different tribes of the Haidas, Kaiganes, Tshimsians and neighbouring
peoples. "'The whole community is divided under the different totems,
and the obligations attaching to totem are not confined by-tribal or
national limits. The totems found among these peoples are designated
by the eagle, wolf, crow, black bear and finwhale (or killer). The
two last-named ‘are united, so that but four clans are counted in all.
The Haida names for these are, in order, koot, koo-ji, kit-si-naka and
sxa-nu-xa. The members of the different totems are generally pretty
equally distributed in-each tribe. Those of the same totem are all
counted as it were of one family, and the chlef bearing of the system
appears to be on marriage. No one may marry in hlS or her own
totem, whether within or without their own tribe or nation. A
person of any particular totem may, however, marry one of any other
indifferently.” The children follow the totem of the mother, save in
some very exceptional cases, when a child newly born may be given
to the father’s sister to suckle. This is done to strengthen the totem

of the father when its number has become_reduced. The éhild is then ™

spoken of as belonging to the aunt, but after it attains a certain age
may be returned to the réal mother to bring up. .

-An Indian on arriving at a strange village, where he may appr ehend
hostility, would look for a house indicated .by its carved post as
belonging to his totem, and make for it. The master of the house
coming out, may if he likes make a dance in honour of his visitor, but -

. in any case protects him from all injury. In the same way, should an -

Indian be captured as a slave by some warlike expedition, and brought
into the village of his captors, it behoves any one of his totem, either

man or woman, to present themselves to the captors, and singing a

certain sacred song, offer to redeem the captive. Blankets and other
property are given for this purpose. Should the slave be given up,
the redeemer sends him back to his tribe, and the relatives pay the
redeemer for what he has expended. Should the captors refuse to

. give up the slave for the property offered, it is considered rather

disgraceful to them. This at least is the custom pursued-in regard to
captives included in the same totem system as themselves by the
Tshimsians, and it is doubtless identical or very similar among the
Haidas, though no speual information on this subject was obtained
from them. ! 4

Tattooing, as already mentioned, is universal among the Haidas,
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the legs, arms and breasts being genérally thus ornamented. Among
the Tshimsians it is occasionally practised. The design is in all cases’
the totem-crest of the bearer.

¢ g e

The strictness of the custom of payment for privileges granted, and
repay"fnent for losses or injuries sustained; almost necessitated the
definition of a currency of some kind. Among most of the coast tribes Currency.
the dentalium shell was prized, but not so much as a means of exchange Shells.
among themselves-as for barter with the Indians of the interior. By
the Haidas the dentalium is called kwo-tsing, but as these people were
by their position debarred from the trade with the interior, it was
probably never of so great-value with them. It is still sometimes
worn in ornaments, but has disappeared as a medium of exchange.

Another article of pmely convenhonal value,
~ and serving as- money, is the ‘copper.’ This is*Coppers.’
piece of native metal beaten outinto a flat sheet,
ind made to take the form illustrated in the
margin. ~ These are not made by the Haidas,—
nor indeed is the native .metal known to exist
in the islands,—but are imported as articles of
great worth from the Ckil-kat” country, north
of Sitka. . Much attention is paid to the gize
Leogth, about 18 inches NG make of the copper, which should be of
" or2feet. uniform but not too great thickness, and give
forth a good sound when struck with the hand.

At the pre%ent time spurlous coppers have come into circulation, and
though these are easily detected by an e*ipert the value of the copper
has become somewhat reduced, and is often more nommal than real.

~ Formerly ten slaves were paid for a good copper, as a “usual | pr ice, now
they are valued at from forty to eighty blankets.

ey Tes‘;msy-« e vi.,e;(.g&vvggjg:%};g%sy%;ax;«1;; S e S TR R T SR R 1 AR W P

The blanket 1s now, however, the recognised currency, not only Blankets
among the Haxdas but generally along the coast. It takes the place
of the beaver-skin currency of the interior of British Columbia and the
North-west Territory. The blankets used in trade are distinguished by
points, or marks on the edge, woven into their texture, the best being
four-point, the smallest and poorest one-point. The acknowledged
unit of value is a single two-and-a-half-point blanket, ‘now w01th a
little over $1.50. REverything is referred to this unit, even a large
-four-point blanket is said to be worth so many blankets. The  Hudson

Bay Company, at their posts, and other traders, not infrequently buy _

* in blankets, taking them—when in good condition—from the India.ns §

. 8 money, and selhng them ot again as req_mred

Blankets are ca.refully stowed away in large boxes, neatly folded
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A man of property may have several hundred. The practice of
amas:sing wealth in blankets, no doubt had its origin in an earlier
one of accumulating the sea-otter and fur-seal robes, which stood in
the place of.blankets in former days. This may help to explain the
rich "harvest of these skins which™ the first traders to the Queen
Charlotte Tslands gathered.

Besides the payments already mentioned, as exacted from a strangey
wishing to fish or gather berries in the territory of another, the
Tshimsian Indians, who sometimes resort to the southern end of
the islands to hunt the sea-otter, are forced to pay the neighbouring
tribe for the privilege, though the chase is carried on on the open sea.
Certain men, too, supposed to be specially skilled in various kinds of
work, are regularly paid for their services. This is expressly the case
with workers in wood and those competent to carve and paint ‘the
peculiar posts.

Oolachen grease, bought from the Tshimsians, is paid for in blanket\
while a return ,trade in canoes—in the making of which the Haldai
excel—is conducted on the same basis.

Whilé at Cumshewa Inlet, we witnessed the arrival of some Tshim-
sian Indians who had come in canoes loaded with oolachen grease,
hoping to sell it to the Haidas. Veritable merchants, ready if they
find no market here, to go on to the next village. The’ sky was just
losing the glow of sunset when the two canoes were seen coming round
the point. The Haidas, looking attentively at them, pronounced them
Tshimsians, and proved to bé correct. The greater number of the
occupants of the canoes were women, 'all fairly well dressed, and
wearing clean blankets to make-a good appearance on their arrival
among strangers. . The faces of some of them, covered with a nearly

“black coat of gum and grease, had a wild aspect, which was rendered

rather comical, however, by the various and inappropriate nature of
the hats and caps—all of civilized patterns~—which they wore. Each
of the canoes has a couple of masts, to which the light sails are now
tightly clewed up, but from the foremost canoe floats a wide strip of
red bunting. The Baddles are dipped with a slow, monotonous persis-
tency indicative of the close of a long day’s work, and they tell us they
have only slept twice since leaving Kit-katla. Arrived at thé beach
opposite the Haida village, the canoes are stranded, and the villagers

. crowd -round ‘to render assistance. The bark boxes holding the

precious ‘grease are carefully set in the water, beside the canoes.
Kettles, mats, paddles and -all the varied articles of the tlavelhnfr N
outfit are carried ashore. "he canoes are hauled up by unitedl exer-’
tion, the boxes of grease ear%fully carried beyond hlo'h-water mark,

and covered with brush; and in half an hour, the travellers distributed -
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among ihe houses of the vill:{re are found at their evening meal.
Business does not seem to occupy their attention; they will remain
here several day&x to talk about that.

Arts and Archztecture

Under this special heading a few points may be taken up, some of
which have already been incidentally referred to in general terms.
The primitive sea-otter or seal skin cloak of the Haldab has already
been described in extr acts quoted from old authors, together with the
* dressed skin undershirt (p. 106, B), while of the armour of skin and split
sticks little can now be learnt. The naxin, or dancmtr shawls made by g;rtllclg:g
- the Tshimsians, so much prxzed and have been described, and the
head-dress worn at the same time with the nayxin mentloned This
" consists essentially of a small, nearly flat mask (one in my possession’
is 6 inches long by 5% wide, and is represented in Fig. 4), fixed to an
erection of cedar. bark, feathers, &c., in su¢h a mannet as to stand
erect above the forehead of the woman. At the back depends'a train,
which may be made of cloth, but should have ermine skins sewn’ on.
it. These masks are frequently well carved to represent a human -
face not unpleasant in e*zpression and have the teeth and eyes formed
of inlaid Haliotis sheH. '
~ On ordinary occasions a head-covering is usually dlspensed with, Basket-work
unless it be some old hat of European style. The women, never- hate.
theless, make, and occasionly wear, the peculiar basket-work hats
- common on the coast. These have thé form of a rather obtuse cone,
of which the sides are hollowed and the apex truncated. They are
generally ornamented by painting in black, blue or red, in the ‘
conventional style common among these people. The Téet are almost
invariably bare. '
Leggins ornamented with puﬂin beaks have been ref‘eued t0 a8 Ornaments of
_ occasionally adopted as & part of the dancing costume. A species of PrEn il
castinet or rattle (one of which is represented in Fig. 25,) is also made
from these for use in dancing.” Each heak is threaded to a thin strip
of sinew, and they are then attacbed at short intervals to the circum-
ference of each of a couple of thin wooden hoops, the diameter of the
larger of which may be 8 or 9 inches; of the smaller a little less. A . .
cross-bar connects the two hoops, and being held in the hand, a slight
motion in rotation being imparted by the wrist, causes the dry, horny
beaks to rattle together. L
Masks are to be fourd in considerable numbers in.all the v1llao'es, Masks.
and though I could hear that they werefemployed in a single dance
only, it is protable that there may be other occasions for their use.
The masks may be divided into two classes—the first, those Wwhich
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xepresent'human faces, the second those representing birds. Figures
1, 2 and 3 represent the first class, Fig. 5 the second. They are carved
in wood. Those of the first class are usually large enough amply to
cover the face. In some cases they are very neatly made, generally

“to mpxesent an ordinary Indian type of face without any grotesque

idea/ The relief of the work is generally a little lower than in nature.
Straps of leather, fastened to the sides of the mask, are provided to
go round the head of the wearer, or a small loop of cedar-bark string
is fixed in the hollow side of the mask, to be grasped by the teeth.

The top of the forehead is usually ﬁmged with down, hair or feathers.
The eyes are pierced to enable the wearer to look out, and the mouth
is also often cut through, though sometimes solid, and representing
teeth. Grotesque masks are also made in this style but none were
observed to have a smiling or humourous expression. The painting
of the masks is, according to taste. in bars and lines, or the peculiar,
curved lines with eye-like ovals found so frequently in the designs
of the coast Indians. The painting of the two sides of the face is
rarely symmetrical, a circumstance not arising from any want of
skill, but intentionally brought about. Of ‘the second class of masks,
representing birds, there are various kinds. One obtained at the Klue
Village had a beak five or six feet long projecting from the centre
of a mask not much unlike those above described. The beak was

- painted red, and the whole evidently intended to represent the oyster-

catcher common on the coast. . Another mask represents the head of a

. puffin, (Fig. 5) and is very well modelled. .It is too small within,

however, to allow the head to enter, and must t have been worn ﬁxed

to the top of the head. : " T

Rattles are also used chiefly in dancing. These are of two principal
types. First and most usual are plain spheroidal or oval rattles, gene-
rally considerably flattened in shape. They are carved in wood with
gledt neatness, the wood being sometimes reduced to. a uniform and
very small thlckness throughout. Each is made in two pieces; which

are fixed together gener ally by small threads of sinew passed through ~——=
"holes in their edges. Small round pebbles from the beach' are placed

within. The representation of a human face, which may be plain or
coloured, according to the maker’s taste, i§ generdlly found on each
side of these rattles, though some are almost éntirely plain. Rattles
of this sort are represented in figures 16 and 17 The second .species
of rattle is much more elabomte in form, is highly prized, and appar- .
ently used only by persons of some distinction. These are made in

the form of a bird, the handle being in a position. corresponding with -
the bird’s tail. Accessory carving of a very elaborate character is .

sometimes found on these rattles, which can scarcely be described at
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]eno'th here, but is shown in Fig. 26. They are generally carefully
painted with red, blue and other colours. Rattles in other forms are
also found; one was seen to resemble a killer whale, Wlth a «neatly
exaggerated back fin. (Fig. 19.)

A carved stick is sometimes held in the hand in dancing, and struck
upon the floor in time with the motion of the feet. Several of those.
which I have seen are about five feet, in length, and are carved much
in the style of the posts which are set up in front of the houses.
Figures of men and conwentionalized representations of animals appear
to be seated one above another up the length of the stick.

" A small apparatus held in the mouth to produce a peculiar noise
when dancing, has been mentioned in connection with that custom on
a former page. One which I obtained -consisted of a wooden tube
xoufrhly oval in section, three-quarters of an inch in.greatest width,
with - a length of an inch and a quarter. This is composed of two
pieces tied together with a stnp of bark, and within it are placed two

vibrating pieces, each composed of two flat pieces of wood or reed tied

together. In a’'box in one of the old houses in Parry Passage several
such cells were found fitted in-trumpet-shaped tubes about a foot in
length made of cedar wood, each being composed of two pieces.

In deseribing the performance of the medicine-men (p. 123 B.) a
peculiar charm, or implement by which the departing soul may be
caught and perhaps replaced, was referred to. -This is made from a

- piece of bone, which from its size and general shape might be part of -

"a human femur, but may possibly be that of a bear. This bone is
pared down so as to have an almest perfectly symmetrical form, the
ends bemg somewhat more expanded than the middle. A human face,
often grotesque,- ornaments the centre, of ome side, the remainder

~ of a human figure being sometimes carved so as to. extend round over
the back in a more or less cramped attitude. The ends are slit, the
slit in each instance passing through both sides of the bone, and repre-
senting the mouth of a creature’%he eyes and nostrils of which are
1'ude1v indicated in-a conventional manner above. ~ The upper side of
the b@ne is pierced by a couple of holes for its suspension over the
breast by a string which passes round the neck. A few small holes,

. probably for.the attachment of tassels or other-little ornaments are some-

_ times made in the lower side. “Some examples are neatly inlaid with

fragments ‘of haliotis sheil. ' The dimensions of two good specimens
are, No. 1—Length 6§ inches; vertical diameter in centre, 1. inch,
horizontal diameter, §.inch; vertical diameter at ends, 1} inch; hori-
zontal diameter at one end, 1 inch, at the other, § inch; depth of slit

at ends, 1%; inches, No. 2—the dimensions in the same order, 7%;

1; 4;18; 1; %; 13 mches .The first of these is that represented in
ﬁgure 28. )
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Bone pins, more or less carefully carved, are used by the medicine-
men to secure the knot into which they tie up their hair; and pieces
of bone carved to 1epi'esent whales, birds, human figures, or combina-

-tions of these are not unﬁequently found, though now seldom worn.
, They served formerly for ornaments, some of tbe smaller being proba-

bly ‘ear-rings.

A peculiar and very ingenious speaking doll was obtained at Skide-
gate. This did not seem to be a mere toy, but was looked upon as a
thing of worth, and had previously been used, in all probability, as an
impressive mystery. It consisted of a small wooden head, 3% inches
high by 2% incheswide and 2 inches deep from back to front, composed

of two pieces of wood hollowed till quite thin, and the front one carved
‘to represent a grotesque. face, with a large round open mouth with

projecting lips. The two wooden pieces had then been neatly joined,
a narrow slit only remaining within thé neck, and serving for the
passage of air, which then impinging on a sharp edge at the back
of the cavity representing the mouth, makes a hollow whistling sound..
To the neck. is tied the orifice of a bladder, which is filled with some
loose elastic. substance, probably coarse grass or bark. On squeezing
the bladder sharply.in the hand a note is produced, and on relaxing
the pressure the air runs back silently, enabhng the sound to be made
as fr equently as desired.

Most of the ordinary household utensils are made of wood, or rather
it may be said were so made, for at the present day tin' and cheap
earthenware dishes are rapidly superseding those-of native manufac-
ture. Several distinct types of wooden dishes may be distinguished, and
these appear to have been followed by the maker with little variation
except in the detail of ornamentation. ‘ One form, used to hold berries

¢

and other food, is a tray of oblong outline, the length being about one

~and one-third times the width, and the depth comparatively small.

These are cut out.of solid wood, the edge being slightly undercut
‘within, and the bottom within rounded though externally.angular.
The outer ends are generally the sides occasionally ornamented by
incised carving or painting. The edge-is frequently, in the better
examples, set with a row of the strong, calcareous opercula of Pachy-

poma gibberosum. These. trays are often ten feet or more in length -

(Fig. 31). Another very favourite form (represented in Fig. 20) may
be said to be boat-shaped, the hollow of the dish being oval in outline,

but provided at the ends with prow-like wooden projections which serve
as bandles. Oue of these is generally carved to represent the head of
an“animal, the other the tail and hind legs. These dishes are seldom

- more than eight or ten inches in length, and curve upwards from the

middle toward the ends. Another form is oblong in outline, but nearly
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as deep as wide. Seldom more than about fifteen inches in length. The
bottomn in the larger of these vessels is fxcquently a separate flat picce
of wood neatly joined. One end of many of these dishes is carved to
represent the head of a beaver or other animal, while the other carries
‘a lepl'osenmtxon of the legs and tail (Fms 30 and 32), Other carvings

ir

B

o~
_ may ornament the sides. This form is sometimes varied in the smaller T
. sizes by making the vertical profile of the longer cdges correspond toa - gw

graceful curve instead-of keeping 1o one plane. Another modification
of this type is found in a dish to one end of'which a broad, flat expan-
sion carved to represent the tail of a bird is fixed, while the head

1 projects from the opposite end. The bird is represcnted as lying on
its back when the dish is in its proper position, the hollow being ma.dc
‘apparently in the bird’s breast. One of these is represented in Fig. 3 .
Very large dishes are still occasionally, and were formerly hequently Large wooden.
made for use, in feasts given by chiefs, &¢. One of these had a general t;';:l:'hland
form like that of the first described kind of dish, but was ncarly square,
the sides being 3 feet 8 inches. It was composed of four side pieces

~and a bottom piece neatly pegged together, while the edge was
surrounded by a double row of opercula. Another form seen in one of -
the old houses on Parry Passage is a parallel-sided trough six or eight
feet long, with a head carved at one end, a tail and pair of swimming
feet at the other, the whole being supposed to represent a sea-lion.
Still another pattern was found in a shallow, gracefully shaped tray

- 5 feet 6 inches long, and about one-third as wide. - “The -ends of this
were obtusely pointed and overhung, while above, a flat space between
each extremity and the end of the hollow within, bore a complicated
pattern in incised lines., .

The stone mortars already mentioned as having been emploved in the Stone mortars-
preparation of the native tobacco, now seem to be little if at all
used for any purpose. They are generally circular in outline and
without ornamentation, being in some cases very roughly made.
Other examples are ornamented by carving. A plain circular mortar
of rather greater size than usual was found to‘have a width of
9%, a heighth of 6}, and an internal depth of 4} inchesy A second
(Fig. 15), carved externally to represent a frog hadii disregarding .
‘the projecting points of the carving; the following dimensions, in
the same order as above,— 6}; 5%; 3% inches. One mortar of an
oval'form, with projecting carved ends,; was seen (Fig. 11). Tt repre-
sents a frog or some large-mouthed kind of fish like a cottas, but the
design is complicated by the introduction of a human face near what
should the hinder end of the animal. The extreme length of this mor-
tar is 16} inches, the width at the middle 8 inches tupering a little,
from the head to the tail, and the height at the middle, which is
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slightly lower than the ends, 5% inches. Thedimensions of the interior
hollow of this mortar are 8 by 5%, an-3} inches deep. Another
stone utensil obtained at Skidegate is a .dish for preparing.-paint.
This is 6 inches long by 2% \Vlde,m external dimensions, with a trough-

. shaped bowl 4% by 1% inches; in which the paint has evidently becn

ground by rubbing from-énd to end with a second stone. When laid
with the hollow side f{ownwmd the exterior is found to be carved to
represent some animal, pr obably a frog, in a constrained squatting atti-
tude. The carved side is represented in Fig. 12.

Shells, especially those of the large mussel are frequently used as
spoons and small dishes. A very handsome dish, with an oval outline,
is also made from part of the larger end of the horn of the mountain
sheep. This is probably softencd by steaming, and forced into a
symmetrical shape, then pared down thin and carved externally. Fig.
18 represents one of these. The mountain sheep horns, with those of
the mountain goat, are obtained in barter with the Tshimsians and
other Indlans of the mainland, neither of the ammals occuring in the

_Queen Charlotte Islands.

Large serviceable ladles are also made from the mountain sheep
horns, the lower part of the horn being widened ‘to form an ample
bowl, and the upper straightened out to produce the handle. One
of these of the larger sort measures from the end of the handleto the
point of the bowl, round its convex surface, 2 feet 3} inches. The bowl
itself is 8} inches, long by 6 inches wide, and 2} deep. (Fig. 6.) The
spoons in ordinary use are six or seven inches long with large flat
bowls, made in a single piece from the horn of the mountain goat.
The handle may be carved to represent a human or other form. Amn-
other kind much prized and cared for, is made by attaching a bowl of the
usual form, made from a picce of mountain sheep or goat horn, to the
wider extremity.of an’entire horn of the mountain goat by a couple of
rivets. The goat horn, retaining its natural curve, is then elaborately
carved with human or other figures, according to the taste of the
maker. Such spoons may be about a foot in length. (Fig. 217.)

Knives of all sorts are now in use, but some ingenuity is shown in
adapting old blades to new handles, manufacturing knives from files,
and so on. A knife used in cutting up fish is m: ;e by fixing one edge
of a thin square or oblong piece of iron in a cylindrical or flattened
piece of wood of slightly greater length. This has thus the form of a
small mineing knife. .

The boxes in which most of the goods and chattels of the household
are packed.away are made after a uniform plan, A small one
measured 20} inches high by 15 square. The sides are made of a

“single wide. thin piece of cedar, which is bent three times at a right
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angle, with very little appearance of breaking at the corners, and
pegged together at the fourth angle. The bottom is made of a sepa-
rate piece of wood. The cover is cut out of a solid slab. It rests by a-
shoulder on the ledge of the box; and expands slightly upward, so
that the upper surface of that of the-box above mentioned and repre-
sented in Fig. 29 is nearly 17 inches square. These boxes are generally
decoratedggexternally by designs in black and dull red paint, and are
carcfully corded with cedar-bark rope, which is so arranged as to meet |
and tie over the top of the cover when desired. -
Mats, of an oblong form, and plaited rather than woven, from strips mats,
of cedar bark, constitute a great part of the household furniture.
They vary much in texture, and may be either of the natural brownish
or.yellowish colour or diversified by black bands.
One-handed adzes, with the blade fixed at an acuie angle to the Adges.
. handle, are very commonly used. (Fig. 14.) The blade is often an
old broad file, sharpened at the end. These, no doubt, replace those of -
stone of a former day. A few of the stone adze-heads are still to be Stone adzes.
found about the houses, and are very well shaped, and different in
form from any I have elsewhere seen. -One of these is represented in
figure 13. The head somewhat resembley a poll pick in shape, being
square in section near the front, but oblong towards the head owing to
the increasing breadth, the thickness from side to side remaining the
same or nearly so. Near the head, one of the smaller sides is carved
into one or two saddle-like hollows to receive the properly shaped end
" of the handle, which was no doubt lashed firmly to the stone with
sinew or bark. The lateral surfaces arc sometimes grooved from the
head "downward for one-third or more of the total length. The >
dimensions of some specimens are as follows : —
No. 1.—Length, 1/ 17, Breadth, 2/7.  ~Thickness, 1 J inches.

No.2.— « T} L€ gn. T« 137,
No. 3.— [ gll(about) 3 11, & 1 3 s B *\'g
The meaqunements are merely averages, as the sides are not genc- E‘
rally strictly para,llel but slope more or less towards the ends. The ‘gz
material of these tools appears to be a matter of indiffercnce, as I bave a
seen them made of hard altered i igneous rocks Tike those so common in ,
the country, of a hard sandy argillite, and of the peculiar greenish {;
" Jade which the natives of some other parts of the province prize so z
hlghly This latter material is not, according to the Haidas, found in , ’-‘
the islands, but has occasionally been obtained in the course of trade. f
Large stone hammers are still in use for driving home wedges and Hammers.
- similar operations. No stone arrow-heads were found, and ‘it is pre-

.y

bable that these people, before they were acquainted with u'on, used.
bone only for this purpose. . . e
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Spears and harpoons were doubtless in former times made of bone,
like those found in the shell heaps of Vancouver Island. At the
present day iron has been substituted. A species of harpoon is used
in the chase of the fur seal. Itis generally made by the Haidas ther-
selves from an old flat file. The extremity is sharperied to a blade-like
point, which is succeeded by a series of barbs on each side, sharply
thrown backward. The butt of the file i bored through, and a loop of
strong copper wire fixed to it so as to move freely. To thls is attached
a strong cord of plaited sinew, {o the extremity of which a bladder or
float is afixed. When in use, the butt end of the iron head is fixed in
a socket in the extremity of a long, light cedar pole, but easily detaches
itself when it is driven ihto the animal. The head of the harpoon
generally fits into a wooden sheath made of two pieces fixed together
with bark lashing. .

The head of the salmon spear consists of a sharp blade-like iron -tip
to the base of which two pointed pieces of horn are lashed, the lashing
being thickly covered with spruce gum so as to offer no impediment
to the whole entering the fish. The length of the blade, with the horn
barbs, is about four inches. Between the pieces of horn fits the sharp-
ened end of a piece of wood, T} inches long, which increases gradually
in size till at its inner extremity it foryns a flat leaf-shaped expansion,
which fits into a hollow of similar form in the end of a long light cedar
pole. The end of the pole is served with bark to prevent its splitting,
and the iron- tlpped head is made fast to the intermediate wooden piece,
and that to the end of the pole by strong strings. When plunged. in
the fish, the loose wooden piece no doubt first comes out from the end -
of the pole and with a slight increase of strain’ it comes away from
the barbed head, which thus practically remains fixe® to the end of the
pole by a foot or eighteen inches of cord.

The fish hook is made substantially after the pa.ttern general on the
west coast, but owing to the want of the yew, it has not the same
graceful shape with that of the Ahts and Makah Indians.” In its primi-
tive form, among the Haidas, it consists either of a forked branch, of
suitable size, or of two pieces of wood lashed together so as to make
an’ acute angle with each other. To the upper piece, about the middle,
is fixed the string for the suspension of the whole, to the free or outer
end of thelower piece a pointed bone is lashed so as to project obliquely
backward, reaching to within a short distance of the upper piece. The
bone is now, however, generally replaced by an iron point, and in some
cases the whole hook is fashioned out of a piece of thin iron rod, bent
round and sharpened (Fig.9). This hook is more particularly usedin
balibut fishing. A large sized one in wood (Fig. 10) measures 10 inches
inlength, Wlth a distance of five and a half inches between t,he diver, gent
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ends of the two pieces of which it is .made. When in use, a carved
wooden float is fixed about a foot from the hook, an@ a short distance
further up the line a large stone sinker. The whole being lowered yicat and
to the bottom till the stone comes to rest, the small float drifts outSBke™
with the tide, and keeps the hook below it at a short distance from the
bottom. The wooden parts of the hooks and the floats are sometimes
rudely carved. A second form of hook differs slightly from the first,

in being formed of a piece of thin iron rod, bent round in a continuous
curve of an oval form, but of which the upper side has been somewhat
displaced so as to allow the passage of the lip of the fish within the
recurved point.. These hooks are often made small, and used in catch-

ing flounders and such fish. T

In the small rivers the salmon are generally caught in fish traps or wiers.
wiers. A wier of split sticks being fixed completely across the river,
cylindrical baskets made of the same material, with an orifice formed
of sticks converging inward, serves to entrap the fish; or in other
cases, flat frames are placed in-such a position that the fish in endeavor-
ing to surmount the wier by leaping falls into them.

The canoes of the Indians of the west coast are similar in type Canoes.
through all the tribes; but differ considerably in detail of shape and
size. They are made from the giant cedar (Thuja gigantea), the wood
of which is light, durable and easily worked, but apt to split parallel to
the grain. This constitutes the greatest danger to the Indian canoes
in rough weather, especially when they are heavily laden. Among the
Haidas two patterns of canoes are found. In the first and mest com-
monly used, the stern projects backwards, sloping slightly upward, and
forming a long spur, while it is flattened to an edge below. The bow
also curves upward, but has no spur, the cutwater forming a regular
curve. These canoes (represented on the beach in Plate I) are fre-
. quently thirty or thirty-five feet long. = The second pattern is that of

the larger canoes, intended for-longer voyages. . In these both bow and
stern are provided with a strong-spur sloping upward, and generally
scarfed to the main body of the canoe. The canoes are often about
forty feet long, with a corresponding beam, and were in former days
not infrequently constructed to cary forty men besides much baggage..
With the exception of the bow and stern pieces, each canoe . is made
from a single log, which is reughly shaped out where the tree is cut,
afterwards floated to a permancnt village, and finished at odd hours,
during the winter months. The lines of the canoes are very fine, the
requisite amount of beam being given to them by steaming with water
~and hot stones, and the insertion-of thwarts. They are smoothed out-
. side and blackened, while inside they generally bear fine and regular

tool marks from end to end. The Haidas are great canoe makers, and
10 ‘ '
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annually take over a large numbu of canoes to Poxt Simpson and
the Nasse, which are sold, or etéhanwed there for oolachen grease or
other eom9d1t1es. The canoe paddles are usually made of cedar or the
yellow cypress. - Balers for the canoes are generally cut out of wood
in the form of a scoop, "with handle behind (Fig. 7) or made from a
piece of cedar bark 0rathel ed up at the ends in a‘fan shape, with astick
secured across the top.

Various particulars concerning the manner of the Haidas in living
in villages and the houses which they construct have already becn
given, -The houses are placed with their gable-ends to the beach,
which_constitutes the street, the roof sloping down at a
angle on-each side, with a projecting oblong ‘lantern’ or erection in
the centre intended for the escape of the "smoke, and fitted with a
movable shutter which may be set against the wind. The houses are
oblong or nearly ,square; and are often from 40 to 50 feet in length of
side, and erected to accommodate a great number of people. The
older and better built houses are almost invariably partly sunk in the

ground. That i§ to say, the ground has been excavated to a depth of .

six or eight feet in a square area in the centre of the house, with one
or two large steps running round the sides. A small square of bare
earth is left in the centre below the smoke-hole, the rest of the floor
being generally covered with split cedar planks. The steps which run
round the sides are faced and covered above by large hewn slabs of
cedar, and serve not only for sleeping and lounging places, but as the

depositary of all sorts of boxes and packages of property belonging to -

the family. Some of the houses stand on the surface of the ground
without any excavation. The pattern of the house itself is maintained
with little variation in all parts of the islands, and has doubtless been
handed dowrs from time immemorial. The first process is to plant
firmly in the ground four stout posts of sufficient height at each end.

These arc called kwul-skug-it, and are intended to bear four larg;a beams

which run from front to back of the house, and are called Z'san-skoo-
ka-da. The heads of the posts are hollowed to recetve the horizontal
beams, which, with the posts, are circular in section. The longitudinal
beams do not project beyond the posts which bear them, and in front
of them at each end is a frame composed of large flat beams, which

support the edge of the roof and the hewn planks of the front of the

Jhouse. There are generally four flat upright beams, one in front of

- each of the main upright posts before described. These support a pair
of beams which have the same slope with the roof, and are channelled .

below to receive the upper ends of the hewn boards which close the
front of the house. These beams are called kiwatl-ka. The two
upright beams nearest the centre ki-stang-o, the- outer kwul-ki-stung.
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The dimensions of the house represented in plan and elevation in Dimensions of
figures 35 and 36, of size rather greater than usual, in the Kung®®
Indian Village, Virago Sound, were found to be as follows :._.-B'readth

- of front of house, 54’ 6”; depth, from front to back, 47’ 8” ] height of

ridge-of roof, 16’ 6”; height of eaves, 10’ 8”; 'girth of main vertical

posts and horizontal. beams, 9"9”; width of outer upright beams, 1 ’ %
10”; thickness, about 5" width of upper sloping beams, 2’ %2 : g
thi(knesq 57; width of carved post in front of house, 3’ 10”. L
" A second, and not unusual, style'of house has only a single frame, v ;f
consisting of four vertical flattened posts at each end, supporting o
4 sloping beams ‘The outer supporting posts are generally morticed “’
out, and ‘the outer-ends of the sloping beams passed through them: gt
ik

Stout beams flattened on-the lower side, and generally three in number o |
on each side, are then made to rest on the sloping beams, and: bear - -

-4

above them the cedar planking of the roof, held in place by stones £
heaped upon it, or by small beams laid over them above. ;%«;

In a passage quoted by Mr J. G. Swan in the Smithsonian Contrt- Description of -8
butious to Knowledge, No. 267, Marchand (1791, see page 11 B.) chand. v Mar- %1

describes the houses on North Island in the following terms:—
“The form of these habitations is that of a regular parallelogram,
from forty-five to fifty feet in front, by thirty-five in depth. Six,
eight, or ten posts, cut and planted in the ground at each front, form

the enclosure of a habitation, and are fastened together by planks ten
inches in width, by three or four in thickness, which are solidly joined

to the posts by tenons and mortices; the enclosures, six or seven feet
high, are surmounted by a roof, a little sloped, the summit of which is
raised from ten to twelve feet above the ground. These enclosures
and the roofing are faced with planks, éach of which is about twofeet
wide. In the middle of the roof is made a large, square opening, which
affords, at once, both entrance to the light, and issue to the smoke.
There are also a fow small windows open on the sides. These houses
have two storys, although one only is visible, the second is underground,

or rather its upper part or ceiling is even with the surface of the place
in which the posts are driven. It consists of a cellar about five feet in
depth, dug inthe inside of the habitation, at the distance of six feet
from the Walls throughout the whole of the circumference. The descent t Y

%5,

to it is by three or four steps made in the platform of earth whick is H
reserved between the foundations of the walls and the cellar: and these §
" steps of ‘carth, well beaten, are cased with planks, which prevent the A
soil from falling in. Beams laid across, and covered with thick planks, 3
form the upper - floor of this subterraneous story, which preserves from £l
moisture the upper story, whose floor is on a level Wlth the ground.. iy
This cellar is the winter habxtatxon §
i
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This description is substantially accurate, and so detailed that it.is
scarcely likely to ‘be erroncous in regard to the division by a floor of
the excavated portion of the interior of the house from that above the
level of the ground. I have not seen this arrangement, however, in
any of the houses now existing on the islands.

Carvedposts.  The peculiar carved pillars which have been generally referred to as
carved posts are bloadly divided into two classes, known as kexen and
xat. One of the former stands at the front of ever y heuse, and through
the ‘base, in most instances, the oval hole serving as a door passes.
The latter are posts crected -in memory of the dead.
Doorway posts. 'Lhe Aexen are generally from 30.to 50 teet in height, with a width
' of thrce feet or more at the base, and tapering slightly upwards.
They are hollowed behind in the manner of a trough, to make’ them
light enough to be set and maintained in place without much.difficulty.
These posts are gencrally covered with grotesque figureés, closely
grouped together, from base to summit., They include the totem of
the owner, and a striking similarity is often apparent between the.
posts of asingle vdla.(re. I am unable to give the precise signification
of the carving of the. posts, if indeed it has any such, and the
forms are illustrated better by the plates than by any description. -~
Human figures, wearing hats of which the crowns run up in acylin-
drical form, and are- marked round with constrictions at intervals,
almost always occur, and either one such figure, or two or threc fre-
quently surmount the end of the post. Comparatively little variation
from the general type is allowed in the kexen, while in those posts
erected in memory of the dead, and all I believe called xat, much
Monumental &reater diversity of design obtains. These posts are generally in the
posts. villages, standing on the narrow border of land between the houses and
the beach, but in no determinate relation to the buildings. A common
form consists of a stout, plain, upught post, round in section, and
generally tapering shghtI) downwards, with onc side of the top flat-
. tened and a broad sign-board-like square of hewn cedar planks affixed
to it. This may be painted, decorated with some raised design, or to
it may be affixed one of the much prized ¢ coppers’ which has belonged
to the deceased. In other cases the upright post is carved more or less
elaborately. .Another form consists of a round, upright post with a
carved eagle at the summit. "Still others, carved only at the base, run
' _up intoa long round post with incised rings at regular intervals. Two
round posts are occasionally planted near together, with a large hori-
zontal painted slab between them, or a massive beam, which appears
in some instances to be excavated to hold the body. These memorial
posts are generally less in beight than the door posts.
Stone models The carved stone¢ models of posts made by the Skidegate Haidas

of posts. , 3 . - /

v
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from the rock of Slate Chuck Croek are generally good representations

of the kexen. (Several of these are fignred by-J: G Swan in the pub- !

lication already referred to.) Plates, flutes, and other carvings madel

from the same stone, though evinecing in then‘ manufacture some skill’

and ingenuity, bave been pr oduced mer ely by the demand for such

things as curiosities by whites.

The usé of copper, and to some extent the method of manuﬂlctmm«rcopper

. it into various articles by hammering, has been known from time im-

memorial to most of the Indians of this part of the west coast.® The b

metal has probably been for the most p'ut‘obtamed in trade from the ; %

Indians of the Atna or Copper River in latitude 60° 17". it is proba-

bly this familiarity with copper that has enabled the H‘ud'w with

< other tribes of the coast, so soon to acquire a pr onc1ency in the art of
Workmcr silver and iron in a rough way.
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Of stories connected with localities, or accounting for various cir-
cumstances, there are no doubt very” many among the Haidas. Of

these such as I bave heard are given. The fundamental narrative of . 5
the origin of man, and the begmnmv' of the present state of affairs is . 4
the most important of their myths. In all its minor details T believe - ’ ::4
it to be correct; that is to say, unaltered from its original .traditional - 2
form. Minor hh‘ldes of meaning may in some instances be indefinite, ' -
as it was obtairied through the medium of the Chinook, aided by what , £

little English my mformant was macter of. This, as related. to me, is ;
- as follows,—

Very lontr ago there was a n'reat flood by which all men and. animals Creation msthe
were destroyed, with the exception of nmrrle raven.” This creature
was not, however, exactly an ordinary bird, but-—a:, with all animals
in the old Indian stor ies—possessed the attributes of a human being to
a great extent. His coat of feathers, for instance, could be put

. taken off at will, like a garment. It is even related in one‘w ersion of
the story that he was born of a woman who had. mbuaband and that
she made bows and arrows for him. When old ‘enough, with these he
killed birds, and of their skins she sewed. a cape or bl:inket'. The birds
‘were the little snow-bird with black head and neck, the large black and -
red, and the Mexican: /weod/}/)eckers. The name of this being was °
Ne-kil-stlrs. - L
When theflood had gone down Ne-kil-stlas looked about, but could Flood.
_findfieither companions nor a mate, and became very lonely. At last ;
~ he took a cockle (Cardium Nuttalli) from the beach, and marrying it, :
he constantly continued to brood and think earnestly of his wish for
a companion. By and bye in the shell he heard a very faint cry, like
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_ that of a new]y born child, wh¥ch gradually became louder and at last

Origin of water.

a little female child was seen, which growing by degrees larger and
larger, was finally married by the raven, and from this union all the
Indians were produced and the country peopled.*®

The people, however, had' many wants, and as yet had neither fire,

_ daylight, fresh water, or the oolachen fish.t These things were all ‘in

the possession of a great chief or deity called Setlin-kizjash, who lived

where the Nasse River now is. Water was first obtained in the follow-

ing manner by Ne-kil-stlas. The chief had v daughter, and to her

Ne-kil-stlas covertly made love, and became her accepted lover, and

visited her by night many times unknown to her father. The girl be-
gan to love Ne-kil-stlas very much, and trust in him, which was what -
he desired; and at length when he thought the time ripe, he said that
he was very thirsty and wanted a drink of water. This the girl
brought him in one of the closely woven baskets in common use. He
drank only a little, however, and setting the basket down beside, him
he waited till the girl was" asteep; when; quickly donning his"¢oat of
feathers, and lifting the basket in his beak, he flew out by the opening
made for.the smoke-in—the top of the lodge. He was in' great haste,
fearing t0 6 be followed by the people of the chief, A little water fell

out here and a little there, causing the numerous rivers which are now

Origin of fire.

found, bul on the Haida country a few drops only, like rain fell, and 50
it is that there are no large streams there to this day.

* Ne-kil-sltas next wished to obtain fire, which was also in the posses-
sion of the same powerful being, or chief. He did not dare, however,

" to appear again in the chief’s house, nor did the chief’s daughter

longer show him favour. Assuming, therefore, the form of a single

needle-like leaf of the spruce tree, he floated on the water near the

house, and when the girl—his former lover—came down to draw water,
was lifted by her in the vessel she used. The girl drinking the water,

swallowed, without .noticing it, the little leaf, and shortly afterwarda
became pregnant, and before long bore a child who was no other than
the cunning Ne-kil-stlas, who had thus gained an entry into the lodge.
Watching his opportunity, he one day picked up a burning brand, and
flying out as before by the smoke-hole at the top of the lodge, carried
it away and spread fire everywhere.” One of the first places where he
set fire, Was near the north end of Vancouver's Island and that is the
reason why so > many of the trees there have black bark.} -

* Tn another form of the story, it is said that Ne-kil-stlas by impregnating two live cockles,
:.ltlxdhkeepmg them wurm, batched 6ut both a man and a woman, who were the progenitors of
e human race. . ’

t As sometimes related, it is taken for granted that the sun a.lwa.ys was; the moon alone
bemg wanting, {

- 1 Probably refers to this Douglas fir, which here finds its northern limit op the coast, and,
is very often blackened by fires from the underbrush running up the duek dry bs,rk of n.s trunk.
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" All this time, however. the people were without daylight, and it Was oOrigin of lighte .

néxt the object of Ne-kil-stlas to obtain thisfor them. This time he

tried still anether plan. - He pretended that he also had light, and con-

tinued to assert it, though the chief denied the truth of his statement.

He however, in some way made an object bearing a resemblance to the

moon, which, while all the people were out ﬁshm(r on the sea, in the

perpetual night, he allowed to be partly seen from under his coat of

feathers. . It cast a faint glimmer across the water, which the people

and Setlin-ki-jash thought was caused by a veritable moon. Disgusted

at finding that he was not the sole possessor of light, and losing all T

conceit of his property, the great chief immediately placed the sun and

moon where we now see them. -
. One thing more much desired still remained in the possession ofOriginofthe

Settm—Lz -jash; this was the oolachen fish. Now the shag was a friend oolachen fish. -

or companion of the chief, and had access to- his property, including

his store of oolachens. Ne-kil-stlas contrived that the sea-gull and the

shag should quarrel, by telling each that the other had spoken evil of

him. At last he got them together, when, after an angry conversa- /

tion, they followed his advice and began to fight. Ne-kil-stlas knew

that the shag had an oolachen in its stomach and so urged the com-

batants to ﬁght harder, and to lie on their backs and strike out with

their feet. This they did, and finally the shag- threw up the

oolachen, which Ne-kil-stlas immediately seized. Making a canoe from

a rotten log, he smeared it and himself with the scales of the oolachen,

and then coming at night near the great chief’s lodge, said that he was

-very cold, and wished to come in and warm himself, as he had been

making a great fishery of oolachens, which he had left somewhere not

far off. Setlin-ki-jash said this could not be true as he only possessed

the fish, but Ne-kil-stlas invited the chief'to look'at. his clothes and at

his canoe. Finding both covered with oolachen scales, he became

convinced that oolachens besides those which he had must exist, and

again in disgust at finding he had not the monopoly, he turned all the

oolachens loose, saying, at the same time, that every year they would

come in vast numbers and continue to show his liberality and be a

monument to him. This they have never failed to do since that time.
This Haida ster: y of the origin of things is substantially the same gasemlﬁnce

with that which I have been told by Indians of the Tinneh stock in the myths

northern part of the interior of British Columbia. My surprise on ,

Jhearing it - o'la,dually unfolded as a Haida myth was very great. It

would be hazardous to theorlze on the-cause of this similarity of myths

in tribes so distant and so dissimilar in habits, but it is certain that’

both its ¥ersions are derived from a common source not very remote.

It may indeed be that the Haidas have adopted this story from the
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Tshimsians, for whose language, as we have already seen, they profess
great admiration. I do not know of the existence of the story among
the latter people, but they probably have it in some form, as they are
supposed to'be an offshoot of the great Tinneh stock of. the interior
country. Asis always the case with these uboriginal stories, a local
colouring has been given to the narrative by the Haidas, and the story
of the oolachen i$§ an addition to that which I have heard from the
Tinneh. It shows the great valuc set upon this fish that it should
receive mention among the primary necessaries of existence, such as
light, water, and fire.

Ne-kil-stlas of the Haidas is represented in functxon and name by
Us-tas of “the Carrier! Tinneh. Of Us-tas.an almost cndless series of
grotesque and often disgusting adventures are related, and analogous
tales are repeated about Ne-kilstlas. One of these relates’ that he
disguised himself as a dead raven, and floating on the surface of the sea
was swallowed by a whale, which, by violent gripes being then induced
to strand itself, became a prey to the Haidas, invisible Ne-kil-stlas
meanwhile walking out of the whale’s belly at the proper moment.

The story of the origin of the Indian tobacco referred to on a pre-
vious page, is as follows.—Long ago the Indians (first people, or’

ancient people—thAlin-thloo-hait) had no tobaecco, and one plant only
existed, growing somewhere far inland in the interior of the Stickeen
country. This plant was caused to grow by the deity, and was like
a tree, very large and tall. With a bow and arrows, a man shot at
its summit, where the seed was, and at last brought down one or two
seeds, which he carried away, carefully preserved, and sowed in the
followmrr spring. From the plants thus procured all the tobdcco after-
wards cultlvated sprung.

The killer whale, formerly noted as being the representative of the

" principle of evil, is dreaded by the Haidas, who say that these animals

break canoes and drown the Indiansa who then th@mselves become
whales. The chief of the whales is the evil one himself, or his nearest
analogue in the Haida mind. It is told that in the times of the grand-
fathers of men now living, two Haidas belonging to Klue's Village went
out in a canoe to kill these whales, apparently as a-daring adventure.
They had paddled far out to sea when the canoe was surrounded by a
great number of these evil creatures, which were about to break it in

pieces. One of the men, grasping his knife, said to the other that if he

was drowned and became as a whale, he would still hold his knife and
stab the others. The second man holding to a fragment of the canoe,

. floated near an island and swam ashore. The first was drowned. but his

companion who had escaped, soon heard strange and very loud noises
beneath the island, like great guns being fired. Presently a vast

Y
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number of fish floated up dead, and with them a large whale of the '
malevolent kind above described. This had a great wound in its side, f
from which much blood flowed. The medicine-man of the village said
afterwards that he knew—or saw—that the whale so killed was the

chief among these creatures, and that the Indian who had killed him
had now become chief in his stead.

ST B YT T

A remarkable hlll called Tow, stands on the shore between Rose lbltﬁr%,’zi’: the E
Point and Masset. One side is a steep cliff, while the other slopes iy
more gradually. On the upper part of the inlet above Masset, ig ;i
another hill about the same size and also precipitous on one side, called {g
Tow-us-tas-in, or ‘Tow's Brother.” The story is that the two hills &

iz

" were formerly together where Tow’s brother still stands, but that on i
one occasion Tow’s brother devoured the whole of a lot of dog-fish

. which was in dispute between them, and that Tow being much angered
went away to the open coast, where he now is. i

It is also related that the summit of the hill called Tow was formerly
inhabited by a very great spider, which, when a man passed, would

- swing itself down by its rope; catch him up, and devour him. After a
time a Haida killed this spider with a spear.

Nai-koon or Rose Point (the Haida name meaning lonfr nose) is a Terrors of Rose

Point.

place full of real or imagined terrors to the Haidas. It is a dangerous
and treacherous point to round at any time but in very fine weather,
and many Indians have been drowned there on different occaions. They
say.that strange (uncanny) marine creatures inhabit its neighbourhood,
and believe that if a man laugh never so little in rounding the spit,
the are sure to work him evil. The father of my informant, with other
Haidas in a canoe, saw one of these créatures. It was like a man, but
very large, with hair banging down to its shoulders. It raised itself
out of the water to its middle, and frightened the Indians very much, -
but caused them no harm. Two vessels belonging to the Hudson Bay
Comp'my have been wrecked on this spit, and one of the Haida medi-
cine-men says that the souls of these haunt the place yet. About
thirty years ago a great many Indians going in canoes to profit by a
dead whale that had been cast up on the spit, were drowned between
Masset and that place.

There is also told in connection with Rose Point a story of a gigantic gigantic
beaver. This animal, it is said, inhabits its vicinity, and when it wishes PTer
to come to the surface produces a dense fog, the water at the same
time becoming very calm. The fog may, perhaps, clear away enough -
to allow some one watching in a retired nook. to see the great beaver; .
but should the animal catch sight of any human being it instantly
strikes the water with its tail and disappears. To laugh at the beaver,

or make llghtfof him in any way, is certain {o brmrr bad luck; and
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_any one seeing him must, on his return to the lodge, throw little offer-

ings on the fire. The Tshimsians have a similar story of an immense
beaver which inhabits the vizinity of Dundas Island.

First contact with Europeans—Fur Trade.

During Captain Cook’s last voyage in the Pacific, it- was discovered
that a lucrative trade in furs might be opened between the north-
western coast of America and China, and though the existence of a
part of the Queen Charlotte Islands had been known to the Spaniards
since the woyage of Juan Perez, who was despatched by the Viceroy
of Mexico in 1774, it is to the traders who followed in the track of
Cook that ‘we owe most of the earlier discoveries in the vicinity of
Queen Charlotte Islands, and it is they who appear first to have come
in contact with the Haidas. Before many years a number of vessels
were engaged in the fur trade on this part of the west coast. Van-
couver in the Notes and Miscellaneous Observations appended to his
journal, states that 1792 this trade gave employment to upwards of
twenty sail of vessels, of which he gives a list, with the names of
the captains. - From this it would appear that five of the vessels “werc
owned in London, one in Bristol, two in Bengal, three in Canton, six
in Boston, one in New York, two in Portugal, and one in France.
Most of thesé have left no record of their voyages, but in the pub-
lished narratives' of those of Dixon and Meares, already referred-to,
some account of the method of trade with the natives, and of their ap-
pearance, manners and customs is found. .

Toward the beginning and during the earlier -half of the present
century, the Queen Charlotte Islands continued .to be not anfrequently -
visited by these trading vessels, but the sea otter, the skins.of which
were the most valuable article of trade possessed by the islanders,
having, through continuous hunting, become extremely scarce, vessels
other than mere coasters-have seldom called at any of the ports for
many years, and our knowledge of the geography of the islands and.
home manners and customs of the natives has not been added to.

It is probable that La Perouse, who coasted a part of the Queen
Charlotte Islands in 1786, had some intercourse with the natives, but
the earliest notice of them I have been able to find is that given by
“W. B.,” the annonymous author of the letters in which the account
of the voyage of the Queen Charlotte, of which Captain Dixon was
commander, is given. He writes* under date of July 1st, 1787,—
“ At noon we saw a deep bay,T which bore north-east by east; the en-
trance point to the northward, north-east by north; and the eastermost

a5\
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land south-east, about seven leagues distant. OQur latitude was 54° 22" Enters Cloak

N.; and the longitude 133° 50” W. During the afternoon, we had light Bay. A
vauable winds, on which we stood to the northwald for fea1 we should ?
get to leeward of the bay in sight, and we were detel mined to make it 5,;
if possible; as there was was every probability of meeting with inhabi- 5*
tants. During the night we had light variable airs in every direction, &
together with a heavy swell from the south-west; so that in the morn- %‘g
ing of the 2nd we found our every etfort to reach the bay ineffectual ;. ff’:
however, a moderate breeze springing up at north-east, we stood in for . &

7

" the land close by the wind with our star board tacks on board. At
seven o'clock, to our very great joy, we saw several canoes full of
Indians who appeared to have been out at sea, making toward us. On
‘their coming up with the vessel, we found them to be a fishing party;
but some of them wore excellent beaver* cloaks. * * * *
The Indians we fell in with in the morning of the 2nd of July, did not
seem inclined to dispose of their cloaks, though we endeavored to
tempt them by exhibiting various articles of trade, such as toes, hat-
chets, adzes, howels, tin kettles, pans, &c.,' their attention seemed
entirely taken up with viewing the vessel, which théy apparently did

~ with marks of wonder and surprise. . Th1s we looked on as a good Opemng of -
‘omen, and the event showed that for once we were not mistaken: After ™4
their curiosity, in some measure, subsided, they began to trade, and we
presently bought what cloaks and skms they had got, in exchange for
toes,t which they seemed to like very much. They made signs for-us
to go in towards the shore, and gave us to understand that we should
find more inhabitants, and plenty of furs. By teii o’clock we were

" within a mile of the shore, and saw the village where these Indians .
dwelt right abreast of us; it consisted of about six huts, which
appeared to be built in a more regular form than any we had yet seen,
and the situation very.pleasaut, but the shore Wwas rocky, and afforded
no place for-us to anchor in. A bay now opened to the eastward, on
which we hauled by the wind, which blew pretty fresh from the north-
ward and eastward, and steered directly-for it. During this time
several of the people whom we traded with in the morning had been .
on shore; probably to show their newly acquired bargains; but on
seeing us steer for the bay, they presently pushed after us, joined by

. several other canoes. As-we advanced up the bay, there appeared agverse wind.

to be an excellent harbour, well lanid-locked, about a league ahead; we
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* Beavers do not occur in the Queen Charlotte Islands, but this term appears to be_used ™
here, as elsewhere in the narrative, for sea otter cloaks. See p. 22, in statement on which it
is implied that no beaver skins were obtained. .

t Appears to be a species of adze or ohlsel as on p. 244, in connectlon with another pnrt of
theEI dcoust, “ toe made of jasper the same as those used by the New Zealanders,”
mentioned.
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had soundings from ten to twenty-five fathoms water, ever a rocky
bottom, but unluckily, the harbour trended right in the wind, and atone
o’clock the tide set so strongly.against us, that we found it impossible
. to make the harbour, as we lo:t ground every board, on which we hove
the maintop-qall to the mast, in order to trade with the Iridians.
Greatabund- ¢ A scené now commenced, which absolutely beggars all description,
ance of skins. . . . .

: and with which we were so overjoyed, that we could scarcely believe
the evidence of our senses. There were ten canoes about the ship,
which contained, as nearly as I could estimate, 120 people; many of
these brought most beautiful beaver cloaks, others excellent skins,
and, in short, none came empty-handed, and the rapidity with which
they sold them, was a circumstance additionally pleasing; they fairly
quarrelled with each other about which should sell his cloak first;
and some actually threw their furs on board, if nobody was at hand to

" receive them; but we- took particular care to let none go from the
vessel unpaid. Toes were almost the only article we bartered with on
this occasion, and indeed they were taken so very eagerly, that there:
was not the least occasion to offer anything else. 1n less than half an
hour we purchased- near 300 beaver skins, of an excellent quality; a

' circumstance which greatly raised our spirits, and the more, as both,
the plenty of fine furs, and the avidity of the natives in parting with
them, were convineing proofs, that no traffic whatever had recently
been carried on near this place, and consequently we might expect a
continuation of this plentiful commerce. That thou mayest form some

. idea of the cloaks we purchased here, I shall just observe, that they
generally contain three good sea-otter skins, one of which is cut in two

. ‘pieces, afterwards they are neatly sewed together, so as to form a

: square, and are loosely tied about the shoulders with small leather
strings, fastened on each side. .

“ At three o'clock, our trade being entirely over, and the wind still

, against us, we made sail, and stood out of the bay, intending to try

' . again for the harbour in the morning. * * * On the morning of

the 3rd, we had a fresh easterly breeze, and sqnally weather, with rain;

but as we approached the land it grew calm; and at ten o'clock, being,

"not more than a mile distant from the shore, the tide sot us strongly.

on a rocky point to the northward of the bay, on which the whalcboat

and yawl were hoisted out and sent ahead, to tow the vesml clear of the
-rocks,

qubplyofskms T # Sev
Supply of s Several canoes came alongxlde, but we knew them to be our

friends whom we had truded with the day before, and found that they
were stripped of everything worth purchasing, which made us less
anxious of getting into our proposed harbour, as there was a greater
. - probability of our meeting Wlth fresh sapplies of furs to the eastward.”




-

QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 157 B

Four years later, Captain Douglas, the colleague of Meares, visited Douglas
thix place on bis uadmw voyage. His people were probably the first Yooiows 2 -
whites to land on any puart of the Queen.Charlotte Islands.. In the - \
narrative of his voyage, a tew details in regard £o the coast and beha-
vior of the natives are given. From Meares’ volume (p. 364;) the
following extracts of interest in this connexion are made. The first
paragraph refers to June 19, 1789.
*“The weather was moderate and cloudy, with the wind from the
southowest. At sun-set, there being the appearince of an inlet, which
. bore south-south-west, they stood across a deep bay. where they had
N menuLu soundiyys, from twenty-six to cleven fathoms water, at the
L distancd of - tW:‘Xeagues from the shore; the wind dying away they
dropped the stream anchor, the two points which form the bay, bearing
from west, one quarter north, to north-east half cast, distant from the
shore four miles. It was now pamed Mclutyre’s Bay,* and hea in the
latitude of 53° 58" North, and longitude 218° ¢’ East. .
“In the morning of the 20th, the.long-boat was dispateched to ‘the
head of the bdy, to discover if there was any passage up the inlet; and
the account received on her return was, that toward the head of the
bay a bar run across, on which the long-boat got aground; but that
within it there was the appearance of a large sound. Several canoes
now eame along-side the ship, and having purchased their stock of furs,
Captain Douglas got under way to lovk into” an inlet which he had

observed the preceding year. At noon it was exceedingly hazy, and
_ 1o observation was made.
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“Early in the afternoon the lono-boat was sent, well- manned and Interview with
armed, to examine the inlet and sound for anchorage. At five o’clock
they dropped the bower anchor in twenty-five fathoms water, about
four miles from the shore, and two from a small barren rocky island,
which happened to prove the residence of a chief, named Blakow-
Conechaw, whom Captain Douglas had seen on the coast in his last
voyage. He came immediately on board, and welcomed the arrival of )
the ship with a song, to which two hundred of his people formed a
chorus of the most pleasing melody. When the voices ceased, he paid
. Captain Douglas the compliment of exchanging names with him, after.
" the manner of the chiefs of the Sandwich Islands.
“At seven in the morning (June 21st) they stood up the mlet and §oes to Parry
at nine came to, in eighteen fathoms water, where they moored the
ship with the stream anchor. Through thls channel,{ which is
formed by Charlotte’s Islands, and an island that lies off the West end
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of it, the tide was found to run very rapid. The passage takes itx
course east and west about ten or twelve miles, and forms a eominu-
‘nication with the open sea. It was now named Cox’s Channel. Very
soon after the ship was moored, the long-boat was sent to sound in the
mid-channel, but no soundings could be obtained with eighty fathoms
of line; but near.the rocks, on the starboard shore, they had twenty
and thirty fathoms water. . S :
Meditated « Having been visited the preceding night by two canoes, which lay-
treacher¥- o their paddles, and dropped down with the tide, as was supposed, in
_expectation of finding us all asleep, they were desired to keep oft, and .
finding themselves discovered they made hastily for the shore. Asno
orders had been given to fire at any boat, however suspicious its
appearance might be, these people were suffered to retreat without
being interrupted. This night, however, there happened to be several
women on board, and they gave Captain Douglas to understand, that
"if he or his crew should fall asleep, all their heads would be cut off, as
a plan had been formed by a considerable number of the natives, as
soon as the lights were out, to make an attempt on the ship. The
gunner therefore received his instructions, in consequerice of this
information, and soon after thé lights were extinguished, on seeing a
canoe coming out from among the rocks, he gave the alarm, and fired
“a gun over her, which was accompanied by the discharge of several
muskets, which drove her back again with the utmost precipitation.
" Profuseapolo-  “In the morning the old chief Blakow-Coneehaw, made a long
gies speech from the beach; and the long-boat going on shore for oo,
there were upwards of forty men issued from behind a rock, and held
up a thimble and some other trifling things, which they had stolen,
from the ship; but when they found that the party did not intend to
molest them, they gave a very ready and active assistance in cutting
- wood, and bringing the water casks down to the boat. Some time
after the chief came on board, arrayed, as may be supposed, in a
fashion of extraordinary cerémony, having four skins of the ermine
hanging from each ear, and one from his nose; when, after Captain
Douglas had explained to him the reason of their firing the preceding
" night, he first made a long speech to his own people, and then assured
him that the attempt which had been made, was by some of the tribe
who inhabited the opposite shore; and entreated, if they should repeat
 their nocturnal visit, that they might be killed as they deserved. He.
added, that he had left-his house, in order to live along-side the ship. for
the purpose of its protection, and that he himself had commanded the
women to give that information which they had communicated. The
old man exercised the most friendly services in his power to Captain
. Douglas, and possessed a degree of authority over his tribe, very supe-
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rior to that of any other chief whom they had seen on the coast of
America.

“In the afternoon Captam Douglas took the long-boat and ran across

the thannel, to an island* which lay between the ship and the village

of Tartanee, and invited the chief to be of the party ; who, having seen
him pull up the wild parsley and eat it, he was so attentive as to order

a large quantity of it, with some salmon, to be sent on board every
morning.

« At six o’clock in the morning of the 23rd, finding the ground to Anchorin

be bad, they ran across the channel to a small harbour'(‘ which is
named Beale’s Harbour, on the Tartanee side; and at ten dropped

- anchor in nineteen fathoms water, about half a cable’s length from the

shore; the land locked all round, and the great wooden images of
Tartanee, bore east, one quarter north; the village on the opposite
shore bearing south half west. This harbour is in the latitude of 54°
18’ North, and longitude 227° 6’ East. It was high-water there at the
change, twenty minutes past midnight; and the tide flows from the
westward, sixteen feet perpendicular. The night tides were higher
by two feet than those of the day. .

“The two following days were employed in pur chasmg skins, and
preparing to depart; but as all the stock of iron was expended, they

. were under the necessity of cutting up the hatch-bars and chain plates.

“On the morning of the 27th, as soon as the chief returned, who had
gone on shore the preceding evening, to get a fresh supply of provisions,
Captain Douglas gave orders to unmoor, and a breeze springing up, at

“half-past nine they got under way, and steered through Cox’s Channel,

enslun" cove,

with several canoes in tow. ~ At eleven, having got out of the strength Brisk trade.

of the tide, which runs very rapid, they hove to, and a brisk trade
commenced with the natives, who bartered their skins for coats,

- jackets, trousers, pots, kettles, frying-pans, wash-hand basons, and

whatever articles of similar nature could be procured, either from the

. officers or from the men; but they refused to take any more of the

chain plates, as the iron of which they were made proved so brittle that
it broke in their manufacturing of it. The loss of the iron and other
articles of trade, which had been taken out of the ship by the Spaniards,
was now severely felt, as the natives carried back no small quantlty of
furs, which Captain Douglas had not the means of purchasing.

“This tribe is very numerous; and the village of Tartanee stands on Gardens.

a very fine spot of ground, round which was some appearance of culti-
vation; and in one place in particular it was evident that seed had

" been lately sown. In all pxobabxhty Captain Gray, in the sloop

* Lucy Island of the chart. ’ t Henslung, or the cove to the east of it.
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IWashington, had fallen in with this tribe, and employed his considerate
triendship in torming this garden; but this is mere matter of' conjce-
. ture, as the real fact could not be learned from the natives.* From
the same benevolent spirit Captain Douglas himself planted some
beans, and gave the natives a quantity for the same useful purpose;
and there is little doubt but that excellent and wholesome vegetable,
at this time, forms an article of luxury in the village of Tartancee. This
people, indeed, were so fond of the cooking practiced on board the
Iphigenia, that they very frequently refused to traffic with their-<kins,
till they had been taken down to the cabin, and regaled with a previous
- entertainment.” .
Indian account  Such is the first account of these Indians by the Whites. They
mecting With ¢} emselves also preserve some traditions of the meeting. On asking
the Chief Edensaw (It-in-sa) if he knew the first white man whom the
» Haidas had seen, he gave me, after thinking a moment, the name of
Douglas, very well pronounced. Edensaw is now chief of the Ya-tza
- ' village, west of Virago Sound, the Kung village at Virago Sound, over
which he formerly presided, being nearly abandoned for the new site.
Ten years or more ago, his village' was on the south side of Parry
Passage, but this has now been altogether given up, and the houses are -
- - rapidly crumbling away. There is little doubt that the chief with
whom Captain Douglas is said to have exchanged names was a prede-
cessor of Edensaw's, bearing, as is customary, the same name. This,
with the prefix Blakow is. given as Coneehaw by Douglas, and it is
due to the fact of the ceremonial exchange of names having taken
place, that that of Douglas has been handed down to the present
Edensaw, while those of Dixon and his people have been forgotten. It
may generally be observed, however, that the Indians are particular
in enquiring the names of whites who come among them, and it may
be noted in this connection that those near the mouth of the Belia
t, . Coola River were able to give Sir Alexander McKenzie the name of
- Vancouver (pronounced by them Macubah) as having/lately been
among them, when he arrived at the coast after his celebrated journey
by the Peace River. ) - !

As we have seen, however, Kdensaw was WI:ODg in saying that
Douglas was the first white man seen by the Haidas, as Dixon, but .
two years before had been at the same spot.” I did not know at the
time I asked Edensaw the question, whether his. reply was correct or,
not; and on my pressing him as to his knowledge, he admitted that-he
thought white men had appeared before Douglas, but he did not know

* A conjecture probably incorrect, for as we have seen, these people were stﬁp ed of skins two
years before by Dixon, and yet appear to have accumulated a considerable num,i)er at the time

of Douglas’ vi~it. The ground may have been prepared for the cultivation of the Indian tobacco,
referred to on a former page.
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their names. It was near winter, he said, a very long time ago, when y,ida aecounts

a ship under sail appeared in the vicinity of North Island. The

_ Inilians were all very much afraid. The Chief' shared in the general

fear, but feeling that it was necessary for the suke of his dwmt) to act
a bold p\mt he dressed himself in all the finery worn in dancing, went
out to sea in his canoe, and on approaching the ship performed a dance
(probably the Ska-ga). It would appear that the idea was at first

vaguely entertained that the ship was a great bird of some kind, but
on approaching it, the men on board were secen, and likened, hom

of first know-

ledge of Eure-

peans.
.

their dark clothing and the general sound and unintelligible character ‘

of their talk, to shags,—which <omet1mes indeed look almost human as
they sit upon the rocks. It was observed that one man would speak
whereupon all the others would immediately go aloft, till, something

more being said, they would ay rapidly descend. The Haidas further .

relate various childish stories of the surprise of those who, in a former
generation, first became a«,quamted with many things with which they
are now familiar, and profess.to look upon these, their immediate pre-
decessors, with much contempt. They say, for instance, that an axe

having been given to one it pleased his fancy on account of its metallic,
brightness, Whlcl] he likened to the skin of- a silver salmon. He did

not know its use, but taking the bandle out, hung it round his neck
as an ornament. * A biscuit bemg given to another, he supposed it to

" be made of wood, and bemg after some time induced to eat it, finds it

altogether too dry. -Molasses, tasted for the first time by an adventur-
ous Haida, pronpunced very bad and his friends warned against it.

On questioning : another Haida of the north part of the island, he also Date of arrival

affirmed that the first whites had been seen near the North Island, and .
added that they arrived at the season when almost all the people were
.away at various rivers making their salmon fishery. This would be
about the month of September, which agrees pretty well with Eden-
saw’s account, and shows that the story above given cannot refer either
to Douglas or Dixon, who arrived in June and July. It agrees well with
the date at which Bodega and Maurelle must have pa:eed this part.of

that they had any intercourse with the Haidas at this time.
Villagés. Y

It is here propoeed to note the various villages’ now inhabited by the

‘Haidas, or of which traces still, remain, be(rmmng with those of the

vieinity of North Island. It must be premised, however, that owing to

the prevalent custom by which a village is spoken of by the hereditary

family name of the chief, while it has bealdes a proper local name, and

very freqm,ntly a Tshimsian equivalent for the latter by which it is
11

of first whites.

“the coast on their way southward in 1775®but it appears improbable
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also in some cases familiarly called by the Haidas themselves, much

~ difficulty is found in correlating the villages now found with thosc

Villages of

Parry Passage.

o

~

- Tartanee of

Douglas.

. New village.

mentioned by others.

In Parry Passage there are three village sites, two 6f which are on the
south side, and completely abandoned. The outer or western of the~e
shows the remains of several houses and carved posts, and is called
Kak-oh. The second, about half a mile further East, is named Kioo- sta,
and has been a place of great impor tance This, as already mentioned,

seems to have been -Edensaw’s place of -residence at the time of

Douglas’ v151t .and has probably been deserted for about ’teu years. It
is nearly .in" the same stale with the first mentloned the house,
about twelve in number and carved posts still standing, though com.
p]etely surrounded by rank grass and young bushes, overgrown with

_moss, and rapidly falling into decay. It is difficult to imagine on what

account this village has been abandoned, unless from sheer lack of in-
habitants, as it seems admirably situated for the purposes of the natives.

: Many of the larger articles of property, including boxes, troughs, and

other wooden vessels and stone mortars have not been removed from
the houses

On the opposite side of Parry Passage, facing a narrow channel be-
tween North Island and Lucy Island is the v111age which Douglas calls
Tartanee. It now consists,of but six houses, small and of inferior con-
struction ; and a single carved post stands a little apart from the vil-
lage, but is not very old. We were informed that anciently a very
large village stood here, but did not ascertain whether its inhabitants
were duven away as a consequence of war with other Haidas, whether
they migrated, or whether the village was. 51mply abandoned owing to
the great decrease in numbers. The present village is said to have
been built after the destruction of the earlier one, a statement bornc
out by the fact that none of the old carved posts referred to by
Douglas, and no substantial houses are now seen. There would doubtless
have been propped or patched up, and. this preserved, had the spot
been continuously inhabited. Douglas’ account is somesvhat confused,
and has probably been communicatod to Meares some time after the
date of the events to which it relates; he mentions, however, no other
<hief but Blakow-Coneehaw, which would scem to show that the whole
vicinity of Parry Passage was embraced in a single chieftancy at the
time of his visit.

In the first bay east of Klas-kwun Point, between North Island and
the entrance of Virago Sound, the Ya-tza, or knife village, is situated.

Like many of the Haida ﬂllages, its position is much exposed, and it

must be difficult to land at it with strong northerly and north-easterly
w mds ‘This village site is qmte new, having been occupied only a few
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vears. There are at present eight or ten roughly built houses, with
“few and poorly carved posts. The people who formerly lived at the
entrance to Virago Sound are abandoning that place for this, because,
as was explained to me by their chief, Edensaw, they can get more
trade here, as many Indians come across from the north. The traverse = /
from Cape Kygane or Muzon to Klaskwun is about forty miles, and "
there is a rather prominent hill behind the point by which the canoe-
men doubtless direct their course. At the time “of our visit, in
':Auauaft 1878, 2 -great part of the population of the northern portion of* /
the Queen Charlotté Islands was collected here preparatory to- the
erectioof carved posts and giving away of property, for which the -
arrival of the Kai-ga-ni Haidas was waited, these people being. unable
to cross owing to the prevalent fog and rough weather. 5

The village just within the narrow entrance to Virago Sound, from Kune village. ©.
which these people are removing, is called Kung, it has been a.substan-
tial and well-constructed one, but is now rather decayed, though some
‘of .the houses are still inhabited. The houses arranged along the edge
of a low bank, facing a fine sandy beach, are eight or ten in number, some
of them quite large. The earved posts are not very numerous, though .
in a few instances elaborate. In J. F.Imray’s North Pacific Pilot, a

- few notes on harbours, &ec., in the Queen Charlotte Islands are given,
and it is stated, in mentioning Virago Sound that the Indian village
#ig to be built” inside a point on the western side of the narrowest
part of the entrance. This is where the Kung village. now stands.
The date of the note is not given, but it is probably 1860 when the
sketch map of the Sound was made _ /

About the entrance to Masset Inlet there are three villages, two on Villazes of
the east side and one on the west. The latter is called Yan, and shows assot [nlet.
about twenty houses new and old, with thirty carved posts. The outer
of these, on the east side, at which the Hudson Bay Post is situated,
is named Ut-te-was, the inner Ka-yung. The Ut-te-was village is now
the most populous, and there are in it about twenty houses, counting
both large and small, with some from which the split cedar planks
have been carried away, leaving only the massive frames standing.
Of carved pbsts there are over forty in all, and these, with those of the
northern part of the islands «rencrally, show a considerable difference
as compared with those of Skidegate, and other southern villages.

The 'styles of the northern posts are ~omewhat more varied, and the
short, stout fox-ni, with a sign-béard-like sqiiare formed of split planks
at the top, is comparatively rare. Some of the Masset posts are merely
stout poles, with very little carving, and at this place a thick, sholt
post with a conical roof was observed, none like which were elsewhere -
seen. At the south end of the Ut-tewas Village is a little hill, the
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houses on and beyond which appear to be considered as -properly
forming a distinct village, though generally included in the former.
The remaining Masset village (Ka-yung) is smaller than this one, and
was not particular]y e\ammed. The prineipal chief of this vicinity i
named WWe-he; he is an old™Than, rather stout, and with nearly white
hair and beard. I did not learn the precise extent of his authority, or

. whether, or in what degres; it may embrace the v1llatres beyond that

Origin ef the
name Masset.

Temporary
villages,

JAbandoned

‘village.

in which he resides.
The name Masset is of uncertain origin, Some of the natii’es wheun

- questioned about-it, said that it has been given by the whites; while

others believe that it has been extended to the whole inlet. by the
wiiites, but was the same with that of a small island which lies a little

" higher up the channel than the villages, and is said to be called Muast

by the Haidas. It is unfortunate that so many places on this part of
the west coast have been frequently renamed, owing to the ignorance
of the names given by former explorers, but not widely published by
them. The name Massette ‘occiirs, evidently denoting the place now
so called in Mr. Work’s table given on a following page, and constructed
between 1836 and 1841. It is also found on the map illustrating Green-
how’s Northwest Coast. of North America, dated 1840, as Massette, but
is attached to a supposed village between the positions of Masset Inlet
and Virago Sound. It is suspiciously like Mazaredo, a name given by

“Caamano in 1793 ; but this, according to Greenhow’s identification, is

the same place kiown to the American traders as Craft’s Sound, which
i identical with Virago Sound of the modern charts; and this ident-

Cification appears also to be borne out by Vancouver’s chart.
A number of small houses, occupied during the summer; or salmon-

fishing season, ape scattered about the shores of the southern expansion
of Masset Inlet. Of these, two are situdted on the Ain River near its
mouth, and several near the mouth of the Ya-koun. These summer
houses are always small and ﬂlghtly built compared with those of the
permanent villages, and no attempt is made to erect any carved pests
or symbols such as are appropriate at the main seat of the family.

On the north shore of Graham Island, east of Masset, -and about
mile and a half from Tow Hill, is a temporary village also belonging
to the Masset Indians, and occupied during the dog-fish and halibut
fishery. A few small potato gardens surround the houses, which are
‘of the unpretentious character above described, and, ab_o,i;_halﬁa_dozen
in number.

Just east of Tow Hill, and on low ground on the east bank of the
Hi-ellen River, a few much-decayed carved posts and beams of former
shouses are still standing, where, accofding to the Indians, a large

v1llage formerly exxsted Its dxsa.ppea.rance is partly aceou\\nted for
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by the fact that the sea has washed away much of the ground onhich
itstood. As the subsoil is only sand and gravel, this might easily have
occurred during a single heavy storm coming from an unusual direction,

or otherwise under exceptional conditions. It is probably that called
Ne-coon, and credited with five houses in Mr. Works table given further
on. Ne-coon or. Nai-koon is, however, the name of the whole north-east
point of the island. North of Cape Ball, or Kul-tow-sis, on the east
coast of Graham Island the ruins of still another village yet remain.

It is said to have been populous, and is near some excellent halibut
banks. It is doubtless that called Ase -gquang in Mr. Work’s llst and
said to have nine houses.

Tlell is the name of atract of Lountry north of the entrance tOLargeoldhouae '

Skidegate, between Boulder Point and the mouth of a large stream.
'melve miles beyond it. About hine miles from Boulder Point, some
posts are still stapding, of an old house which must have been of great
size and built of ‘very heavy timbers. This was erected by the Slude-
gate chief of one or two gencrations.back, concerning whose great
size and powers many stories are current among the Haidas. The
region came into the possession of Skidegate as the property of his
wife, but was aftérwards given by him to the Skedans of that day as
a peace-offering for the wounding or killing of one of his (Skedans)
women. The tract thus now belonrrs to Skedans, and is valued as a
" berry ground.

Skit-ei-get, or Skidegate Village as it is ordmzmlv called, situated in Sklz;l;s'«te

the inlet of the same name, and extended along the shore of a wide
bay with sandy beach, ix still one of the most populous Haida villages,
and has always been a place of great importance. It has suffered more

than most places, however, from the habit of its people in resorting to
Vlctorla and other towns to- the south. There are many. unoccupied
and ruinous houses, and fully one-half of those who still claim it as
their residencé are generally sbsent. The true name of the town is, I
‘believe, Hyo-hai-ka, while Skit-¢i-get is that of the hereditary chief. It
is called Kil-hai-oo by the Tshimsians. There are now standing in this
village about twenty-five ‘houses, counting  some of which the beams

- . only remain, and several which are uninhabited. Of carved posts

thére are in all about fifty-three, making on an average two for each
house, which was found alse to be about the proportion in several other
places. Nearly one-halfof these arc monumental posts or x-g#, it being
rare to find more than a single door-post or ke-xen for each Kouse. Mr.
Work assigns forty-eight houses to this place, which is not 1 probably
correct for the date to which he refers, as there are signs that tHe village
has formerly been much more extensive,-and the Skidep e Haidas
themselves never cease to dwell on the deplorable decrease of. the
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“population and ruin of the town. One intelligent man told me that he
could remember a time—which by his age could not have been more
than thirty years ago—when there was not room to launch all ‘the
canoes.of the vﬂlage in a single row the whole length of the beach,
when the people set out on one of their periodical trading expeditions
to Port Simpson. The beach is about half a mile long, and there must -
have been from five to eight persons in each canoce. It is not improb-
able that this is,a somewhat, exaggerated statement, but it serves to -
show the idea of the natives themselves as to the extent of ‘the

diminution they have suffered.

Dixon cruised northward along the east coast of the Queen Charlotte
Islands about as far as Skidegate, in July, 1787, whence he turned

“southward for Nootka. He did not come to an anchor, but gives the

following particulars, probably relating to the people of this place* :—

“ Early in the afternoon (J uly 29th) we saw several canoes coming
from shore, and by three o'clock we had no less than eighteen along-
side, containing more than 200 people, chiefly men; this was not only
the greatest concourse of traders we had seen, but what rendered the
circumstance additionally pleasing was the quantity of excellent furs
they brought us, our trade now being equal, if not superior to what
we had met with in Cloak Bay, both in the number of skins, and the
facility with which the natives traded, so that all of us were busily
employed, and our articles of traffic exhibited in the greatest variety ;
toes, hatchets, howels, tin kettles, pewter basons, brass pans, buckles,

- knives, rings, &e., being preferred by turns, according to the fancy of

our numerous visitants. Amongst these traders was the old chief,
whom we had seen on the other side of the islands, and who now
appearing to be a person of the first consequence, Captain Dixon per-
mitted him to come on board.f  *  * . ¥  On our pointing
to the eastward and asking the old man whether we should meet with
any fars there, he gave us to understand that it was a different nation .
from his, and that he did not even understand the language, but was
always at war with them; that he had killed great numbers’ and had
many of them in his possession. .
“The old fellow seemed to take particular pleasure in relating these
¢ireumstances, and took uncommon pains to make us comprehend his
meaning ; he closed his relation with advising us not to come near
that part of the. coast, for that the inhabitants would certainly destroy

us. T endeavoured to learn how they disposed of the bodies,of their

* Pogsibly to those of Cumshews Inlet. His latitudes for the southern part of t;he islands -~
are inexact,as Vancouver remarks. T

t This man may have been the Skidegate chief, and was probably ;)nly on a visit when seen
on the west edast. He had no skins to sell at that time, - N
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enemies who were slain in battle; and though I could not understand
the chief clearly enough positively to assert, that they are feasted on by
the victors; yet. there is too much, reason to fear, that this horrid
custom is practised on this part of the coast; [!] the heads are always
preserved as standing trophies of victory. :

% Of all the Indians we had seen, this chief had the most savage Chief of re-
markable ap-
aspect, and his whole appearance sufficiently. marked him as a proper pearance.
person to lead a tr ibe of cannibals. His stature was above the common
size; his body spare and thin, and though at first sight he appeared
lank and emaciated, yet his step was bold and firm, and his limbs
apparently strong and muscular; his eyes were large and goggling,
and seemed ready to start out of their sockets; his forehead deeply

gy AR R 2 T
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wrinkled, not merely by age, but from a continual frown; all this, joined T . 4
to a long visage, hollow cheeks, high, elevated cheek bones, and a
natural ferocity of temper, formed a countenance not easily beheld 3

without some degree of emotion. However, he proved very useful in
conducting our traffic. with his people, and the intelligence he gave us,

and the methods he took to make himself understood, shewed him to.
possess a strong natural capacity.

« Besides the large quantity of furs we got fr om this party, (at least
350 skins) they blough_t several'racoon clo‘lls each cloak consisting
of seven racoor skins, neatly sewed together; they had also a good’
quantity of oil in bladders of various sizes, from a pint to near a
gallon, which we purchased for rings and buttons. This oil appeared
to be of a most excellent, kind for the lamp, was. per fectly sweet, and =

chiefly collected from the fat of dnimals.” < :

On the following day some of the same people, in eight camoes, Attempted
again came alongside, but had very few and inferior skins; their store L
-bemg nearly exhausted. An attempt was made to steal some of the o ;,

skins already purchased, on which several shots werc fired after the
offending cance. On the day following, while endeavouring to make
southward with 'baffling. winds, the vessel was followed by a canoe -

.containing fourteen people, who said that.one of their companions had . -4
since died from a wound inflicted” No resentment was, however, %

- shown toward the ship’s company on’ that account, nor any fear exhi- . S
bited on approaching the ship. The old chief, who seems so much to ) b

- have impressed the narrator, may very probably have been the same ) §
before referred to, and descrlbed by the Haidas as of great size and . T I
striking appearance. It is unnecessary to say that no evidence of Nocannibalism

- cannibalism properly so called is found among these people, though as o i{
a part of the ceremony of certain religious rites flesh was bitten from _ ¥
the naked arm; and in some cases it is said old people have been torn N e e

limb from limb and partly eaten, or pretended to be eaten, by several 'A :
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of the coast tribes. No trace now remains in the Queen Charlotte
Islands of the custom of taking heads. It was formerly commen on
the west coast of Vancouver Island. The oil above mentioned was
probably dog-fish oil, and ¢ontained in the hollow bulb- shaped heads
of the gigantic sea-tangle (Macrocystis) of the coast. )
On the west end of Maude Island, a few miles only from the Skide-
gate village, is now situated what may be called the New Gold Harbour
Village. This has been in existence a few years only, having been built
by the Haidas formerly inhabiting Gold Harbour, or Port Kuper, on
ground amicably purchased from the Skidegate Haidas for that
purpose. The inlet generally known'as Gold Harbour, is situated on
the west coast, and can be reached from Skxderrate by the narrow
channel separating Graham from Moresby Island The voyage, how-
ever, includes a certain length of exposed coast, often difficult to pass
in ~tormy weathel, and the Indians, though still preserving their
rights over the Gold Harbour region, and living there much of the
summer, find it more convenient to have their permanent houses near
Skidegate. The population of the place is about equal to that of the
Skidegate village, though its appearance is much less imposing, as the
houses which have been erected, are comparatively few and of small
size, and there are as yet few carved posts. The two villages on the west
coast, now’ almost abandoned by these ‘people, are- called Kai-shun and
Cha-atl,—the former situated near the entrance to Gold Harbour, or
Skai-to, the latter not far from the south-western or narrow entrance
to Skidegate Charinel. From one or both of these villages five canoes,
with thirty-eight or forty people, came off 1o the Queen Charlotte. A
few women were in the canoes, from one of whom Dixon purchased the

ornamental labret which he figures in the plate opposite page 208 of

his volume.

The village generally known as Cumbhewa, is sxtudted in a small bay
facing toward the open sea, but about two miles within the inlet to
which the same name has been applied.- The outer point of the bay is
formed by a little rocky islet, which is connected with the main shore
by a beach at low tide. The name Cumshewa or' Kumshcwa is that of
the hereditary chief, the village being properly called Tlkinool, or by
Tshimsians Kit-ta-was. There are now gtanding here twelve or four-
teen houses, several of theQ quite ruinous, with over twenty-five carved
posts. The-population is quite small, this place having suffered much
from the. causes to which the decrease in numbers of the natives have -

‘already been referred.

The decayed ruins of a few ‘houses, representing a former village,

. which does not appear to have been tar, e, stand just outside Cumshewa

Inlet, beyond the north entrance point.
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At the entrance to Cumshewa Inlet, on the opposite or south side; i3 Skedans village
the Skedans village, so called, gs in former cases, from the chief, but of
which I did not learn the proper name.* This is a place of more
importance than the Cumshewa village proper, and appears always
to have been so. Many of the houses are still inhabited, but most look.

~ old and moss-grown, and the carved posts have the same aspect. Of
* "houses there are now about sixteen, of posts forty- four. At the time
of our visit, an old woman, was havmo a new post erected in memory
of a daughter who had died some years before in Victoria. The
mother having amassed considerable property for the purpose, was
prepared to make a distribution when the post had been fairly put up.
The village borders the shore of a semicircular bay, which forms one
side of a narrow, shingly neck of land connecting two o remarkable little

" conical hills with the main: o

Klue's Village, properly called Tanoo, or by the Tshimsians Lax-skik, Klue village.
is situated fourteen miles southward from the last, on the outer side of
the inner of two exposed islands. The channel between the islands is
so open as to afford little shelter, while the neighbourhood of the
village is very rocky, and ‘'must be dangerous of approach in bad
weather. - There are about thirty carved posts here, of all heights and
styles, with sixtecn houses. The village, extending round a little
rocky point, faces "two ways, and cannot easily be wholly seen from
any one point of view, which causes it to look less important than the
last, though really possessing a larger population than it, and being in -

a more flourishing state than any elsewhere seen in the islands. There
were a considerable number of strangers here at the time- of our visit
in July, 1878, engaged in the erection of a carved post and house for

" the chief. ' The nights are given to dancing, while sleep and gambling
divided the portions of the day which were not employed in the
business in hand. Cedar planks of great ize, hewn out long ago in -
anticipation, had been towed to the spot, and were now being dragged
up the beach by the united efforts of the throng, dressed for the most . ’
part in gaily-coloured blankets. They harnessed themselves in clusters

'to the ropes, as the Egyptians are fepreSéxxtecl to have done, in their
pictures, shouting . and ye-hooing- in atnano'e tones to encourage
themselves ih the work.

The Kun-xit Village is the most southern in the Queen’ Charlotte Ninstance
Islands. It is generally known as Ninstancé or-Nin-stints, from the
name of the chief, and is situated on the inner side of Anthony Island
of the Admiralty sketch of Houston Stewart Channel. The villages :
marked as occuring in Houston Stewart Channel, on the same sketch,
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do not exist; they have been little collections of rude houses for tempo-
rary use in summer, and have now disappeared. There are still a good
many “Indians here, but T have seen the place only from a distance, and
know little about it. When off this place on July 23rd, Dxxon was visited
by eight canoes containing “near one hundred people,”’ probably for

-the most part men, as it is mentioned, on the next day,’that about 180

Villages on
west coast.

Hippah Island.

people, men, women, and children,’ came out to the ship.

Besides the last mentioned, and the two villages near Gold Harbour;
thereé were formerly two or three other places where Haidas were
resident on the west coast of .the islands. One of these was at Taxdo
Harbour, which is reported to be a large sheet” of water. I could not
learn whether the village here was a permanent one, but think it must
have been so. It is not improbably that designated Zoe in Mr. Work's
list, and is marked on an old sketch of the islands ‘as standing on the
north-west side of the harbour. A village was situated on the island

“called prpa. by Dixon, of which the Haida name was, I believe,

Mus-too. Dixon gives a sketch of the island and village in the volume
already referred to. Under date July 7th 1787, he writes of this
place.— .

“ About two o'clock in the afternoon, being close in shore, we saw
several canoes putting off, on which we shortened sail, and lay too for
them, as the wind blew pretty fresh. The place these people ‘came
from had a very, singular appearance, and on “examining it narrowly,
we plainly percelved that they lived in a very large hut, built-on a
small island, and well fortified after the mapner of an hippah, on
which account we dlstmgmshed this place by the name of Hippah
Island. T

“The tribe who inhabit this hippah seem well defended’ by nature
from any sudden assault of their enemies; for the ascent to it from the
beach is steep, and difficult of access; and the other sides are well barri-
cadoed with pines and brush wood ; notwithstanding which, they have
been at infinite pains in raising addxtlonal fenees of rails and boards;
%0 that T should think they cannot fail to repel any tribe that should
dare to attack their fortification.

“ A number of circumstances had occurred, since our fitst trade in

Cloak: Bay, which convinced us, that the natives at-this place were of a

more savage disposition, and had less intereourse with each other, than

any Indians we had met with on the coast, and we began to Suspect
that they were cannibals in some degree. Captain Dixon no sooner

* saw the fortified hut just manthned, than this suspicion was strength-

ened, as it was, he said, built exactly on the plan of the hippah of the

. savages at New Zealand. We purchased a number of excellent cloaks,

_and some good skins from the Indians, for which we gave a variety of
) (S
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articles, some choosing toes, and others pewter basons, tin kettles,

_knives, &¢. This tribe appeared the least we had yet seen; I could

not reckon more than thlrty-four or thirty-six people in the whole .

party, but then it should be considered that these were probably R
chosen men, who pelhaps expected to meet with their enemxes ag

they were equally prepared for war or trade.”

It is possible that the ‘fortified hut’ seen by Dixon was a palhsaded Yillage on
enclosure intended for times of danger only, and not the village usually Lsiand.
inhabited. Such a retreat formerly existed on the little 1sland opp051te
Skidegate Village, though no trace of it now remains.

The last village of whick I have any knowledge, stood formerly on
or very near Frederick Island of the maps. Its name, or that of the
island; was Susk or Sisk. It is reputed to have been populous, but
may never have been very important. Haidas belonging to this tribe ™
came off to the Queen Charlotte on the 5th and 6th of July, “ bringing
a number of good cloaks, which they disposed of very eagerly.” - It is
remarked further that:— These people were evidently a different
“tribe from that we met with in Cloak Bay; and not so numerous; I
could not reckon up more than seventy-five or eighty persons along-
side at one time. The furs in each canoe seemed.to be a distinct

* property, and the people were particularly careful to prevent their-
neighbours from seeing what articles they. bartered-for.”
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Population of the Queen Charlotte Islands.

. As the population of the Queen Charlotte Islands has decreased, the-
smaller and less .advantageously situated towns have been abandoned
by the survivors, who have taken up their abode among the larger .
tribes to\whlch they have happened to be related by marriage or
otherwise.;, When the Indians are questioned as to why these places
have been given up, they invariably say that all the people are dead,
which may not be absolutely correct. Not any of the inhabited villages, ’ &
- however, now contain a txthe of the people for whom houses are yet
standing. .

It is very dlﬂ‘icnlt in all cases to form estimates of the number of the Estimate in
- aboriginal tribes when first discovered, and it is a common error, from artive.
the too literal acceptance of the half fabulous stories of the survivors,
to greatly over-estimate the former population. The writer of the
narrative of Captain Dixon’s voyage has certainly not fallen into this -
mistake. He writes (p- 224) :—*The number of people wé saw durmg
the whiole of our traffic, was about eight hundred and fifty; and if we
suppose an equal number to be left on shore, it will amount to one °
thousand seven hundred inhabitants, which, I have reason to think,
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will be found the extreme number of people inhabiting these islands,
including women and children.” It isto be remembered that Dixon
not only did not anchor in any of the ports, but that most of the time
he kept so far from the shore as to render it improbable that more
than a small proportion of the abIe-bodled men of each tnbe should
visit the ship.

The number of sea-otter skins obtained by Dixon durmg the cruise
about the Queen Charlotte Islands was 1821, “ many of them very fine;
other furs we found in less variety here than in many other parts of

- the coast, the few ‘racoons before mentioned, a few pine~martin, and

some seals, being the only kinds we saw.’

T&‘}’éﬁ;’,ﬁ -y, 1 have béen so fortunate as to obtain from Dr W. F. Tolmie the

ohn Work., subjoined estimates of the numbers of the Haida tribes. These were
made between the years 1836 and 1841 by the late Mr. John Work,
and, though not framed from personal acquaintance with the Haida
_ country, are supposed to be based on the most reliable sources, with
which Mr. Work’s long residence on the northern part of the coast of
‘British Columbia had made him familiar. It is likely that even at
‘this date the population of the islands had somewhat decreased, but in
‘all probability not very materially. On examining the table it will
be found that the villages are grouped under the common names in
_ some instances, and that it is at times difficiilt to recognise what place
is referred to. I have, however, endeavoured to test the table in
regard to those places with which I am familiar, by comparing the
relative importance of the different localities at present with that
assigned to them here, and otherwise, and am persuaded that the
figures are substantially correct, and probably rather an under than an
__ over-estimate if taken to represent the population when first brought
_into contact with the whites.

Totals. -+ The total number of Haidas living in the Queen Charlotte Islands,
as given by Mr. Work, is 6593. The whole number of the Haida
nation, including -the Kai-ga-ni Haidas, 8328. The number of people
assigned to each house in the Queen 'Charlotte Islands, according to
Mr. Work's table, is found to be about thirteen, whlch taking into

consideration the size ot the houses and manner of living, is very
moderate.
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Estimate of the Number of Haida and Kai-ga-ni Indians, made betueen the
years 1836 and 1841, by John Work, Esq.

I T I e

) | i
* NaME. | Men. | Women.| Boys. Girla. i Houses, - 3“
\ __'LM‘ . - , %
You-ﬁh—noe....u...;:... P 68 70 ‘ 44 52 1 18 »,;
CliCK-888 -vveneeereienenennd 98 |7 105 | 102 | l12 & 26
E' Qui-a-hanless......cveveeenean. 30 35 ‘42 41 “ 8 i,&
§=4 How-a-guan. ... .... b Doz ns | e Y /
% | ShaW-agA e e meeen e, 53 61 | .54 61 | 14 '
Chat-chee-nie ......c0..on....| 65 62 59 63 ; i8 ’
TotalS ..evv cevnenenrecas| 431 L | ae | sz f 111
! |
= !
| T
i ! ’ ,
(Lu-lan-na........... 80 I 16 69, 71 20
Nigho£asis ...oevvvveeeeonienn| 70 1 69 w69 | 1
VMassette.‘.‘.........'..‘..l;... 630 | -650 | 389 | 604 | 160 -
Ne-COOM 1 evrr eusainnnenvenenn 242 1 o2 2 s ' h
A-Se-ZUADE .. euree carann tann 3¢ 31l | 28 9 f
_ Skld-de-gatevs"_.:...:...—:... 191 | 182 ‘117.5"""*1'3.&5"": T *”*
%u Cumesha-was ... ............. 80 e | les 69 " 20 ; i
™ | skeodans . vovrverreeed 115 | 1m 98 | 105 | 30 2 3
Quee-ah: s1 |. 19| 68 e b2
Cloo 169 164A§ 105 107 , 40
Klsh-&-wmt 80 14 85 9 | 18 T !
Kow-welth...................’3 13t 146 145 139 35 o - .
| Too : 5 | 49 | 50 52 10 T .
Totals.......cconr.. v17436 1742 | 1476 | 1639 430
\
. 1 Wi
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Presentgopnla— The present population of the northern end of the Queen Charlotte

fionof ¢ Islands is roughly estimated by Mr. Collison, the missionary there, to
sumber about 800. In Skidegate Inlet about 500 Haidas now remain,
and are probably nearly equally divided between the two villages above
described. Without referring in detail to the other villages, for which
no sufficiently precise information was obtained, it is probable that the
total population of the islands at the present time is from 1700 to 2000.
In this estimate it iy intended to includé all the Haidas belonging to
the islands, even those who live most of the time away from their
native villages. From Skidegate Inlet and placés south of it, a large
proportion of the natives are always absent, generally in Victoria.

\ From the north end of the islands comparatively few go to Victoria, -

; - . while a good many resmt to Fort Wrangel and other northern settle-
inents.

The number of the/people of the same stock in the southern part of

Alaska, who may be classed together as Kal-ga-m is estimated by M.
) W. H. Dall at 300.% .

Dtimate o Notw1thstandmg the alarmingly rapid decrease of the Haida people

Haidas. during the century, it is not probable that the nation is fated to utter

extinction,. "Like other tribes brought suddenly in contact with the

whites, they will reach, if they have not already arrived at, a certain

critical point, having passed which they will contlinue to maintain

their own, or even to grow in numbers. As already-indicated, the

Haidas show a special aptitude in construction, carving, and other

forms of handiwork; and it should be the endeavour of those interested

* in their welfare to promote their education in the simpler mechanical

arts, by the practice of which they may be able to earn an honest

livelihood. When the fisheries of the coastare properly developed,
— 4beymlL alsol’e_fanndoﬁgpeat«servme-as—ﬁshermew—mﬁwem therea——
ready sale for cured fish, they might be taught so to improve their
native methods as to ensure a marketable product. Saw-mills must
soon ‘spring up-in the Queen Charlotte Islands to utilize their magni-
ficent timber, and it is probable that in the course of years broad acres
of fertile farms ‘will extend where now unbroken forest stands. In
such industries as these the natives may also doubtless be enlisted,
but before they can be prosecuted justly the Indian title must. be
disposed of. This, in the case of these people, will be a matter of
considerable difficulty, for as we have already seen, they hold, their
lands not in any loosé general way, but have the whole of the islands
divided and apportxoned off as the pxoperty of certain families, with’

Number of the
Kai-ga-ni.

* United States Geolo
Coutnbuuons to North American Ethnology. Vo

gical and Geomphlcall Snrvey of the Rocky Mountain Reg-on,
s P )
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customs fully developed as to thé inheritance and transfer of lands.
The authority of the chiefs is now so small that it is more than
doubtful whether the people generally would acquiesce in any bargain-
betweeni the chiefs in an official capacity and the whites, while
the process of extinguishing by purchase the rights of each family
" would be a very tedious and expensive,one. The negotiations will
need to be conducted with skill and care. At present, anyone requir-
ing a spot of ground for any purpose, must make what bargain he can -
with the person to whom it belongs, and will probably have to pay
Jearly for it. ‘ i :
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APPENDIX B.

VOCABULARY .OF THE HAIDA INDIANS

OF THE

QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS.

- \
. The following vocabulary, though by no means complete, may serve
- to represent the Haida language f01 purposes of linguistic comparison.

.- Most of the words were obtained by myself from intelligent natives,

often through the medium of the Chinook jargon, aided by drawings-
or explanatmns, and in some cases by a slight knowledge of Eun]lsh‘

in my informant. ‘While generally correct, it may therefore in some
ccases be in error, and in occasional 1nutances phrases or short sentences

seem pretty obviously to have been «r1v¢n in place of single words. "

It is also to be observed that the Masset and Skidegate dialects are not -

- sordivorse as they might appear to be on a slight examination of the

lists, for while in most cases the same word has been obtained in each

"locality, but_with some degree of modification, not infrequently a
different word with the same or similar meaning has been substituted,
though that set down in the other dialect may also be well understood.

-} may further be remarked that the syllable ¢l or Al prefixed to many:

‘words, probably in most cases represents the article, but where I have *

not been sure of this I have hesitated to rempve it. The words,

before being written down, were invariably repeated by myself. till T

sacceeded in pronouncing them to the satisfaction of my instructor.’
The indefinite character-of the pronunciation of an unwritten

language 15 so marked; ih most of these with which I have had to’ do,

" that in the absence of personal tamxlmut) with the language, the use -

of a complete and highly elaborated system of orthography is in

practice almost impossible. I have therefore employed, with little .

alteration, that suggested in No. 160 of the Smithsonian Miscellaneous

Collections, entxtled Instructions for Research relatwe to the Eﬂmology
.12 "
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and thlolog y of America.

The value of the principal characters
used, according to the scheme adopted, is as follows:—

a as long in father, short in German hat (nearly as in English what).
e as long in they, short in met.

{ as long in marine, short in pin.

0 as long in note, short in home or French mot.

0o as long in fool, pool.
w as in but.

ai as in aisle.

oi as in oil.

ow as in how.

ew as in plume,

y as in you. -

=%

" x represents the guttural sound sometimes indicated by ch or gh.
Tho long value of vowels ix dlstmgmshcd by the macron, thus a. r
* the short value by the breve, thus 4, &.

_ The words are arranged nearly in the order of thoac in the Introduc-
tion to the Study of Indzan Languages by J. W. Powell.
to Mr. Powell for copies of this publication, which have been of

essential service.

G. M. D,

EngLisH. SKIDEGATE D1ALECT.| MasseEr DiaLeeT.
s . (
Man ....ooininn B L 11,7 o0 TN
Woman ...... . lxada. ..., v esteneens ‘
Old man ...... U A Kel-@ o ceneveverennncsid| ki-d. \
Old woman........coev wueeeens Rel-a o coovunrnnnneens..| nun-kéa-tza-da.
Young man........cceeeneenens Ka-h@ioeeeeanennnnnne. &-i-tlhing-a.
. Young woman .................. he-tot-i-na-ha ..........| a-tzed-a.
s anessserrantancaens eenerenne S DO e eeteneenns ceseeso) ha-tlel-a.
GHFL o ivevvenranseiomneionassnnees o] cesecner cuvnnrensanne...] Xa-da-Rit-200.

Infant .. .coeceeiiiinirniiiiniecnnes
Widower ............ reeeerenes
Widow . ......
Bachelor (old)...........
Maid (old).eceeoriennieniienend]
Hoead.....ovveevininineernnnnn.
Hair c.veiciviienen ceriiiinnnenn
Crown of the head. veernrenees
Sealpeeeeee v eeeiiinnine,
Face......covveernnnnnn.
Forehead ...........
Bye...cccoevuiennrinns
Pupil of t.he eye

Eyelash ........cc.cene..n.,

ssecoscsnnans

koo-del ....... ... . ...
btl hung -ut-a .. ,

skung un-ta.. cerierees

. Irud..e cesenns, ceal

..| hung-ihl- tan-gaz cerees

hung thlrta-gut-se .

na-a-t00-t00. 5

a-wah-tl-tza-koo-tl.

| tl-klal-koo-tih.

kum-il-xG-dn-ang.
kum-la-in-a-ing.
katz.

ka skai-tl ..............| katl-kai-tl.
thhad-ze ............... kling-ootz. -
kagil. ...oe coiionnnn. | kats-kul.
@ verennes veveeo| AANg-C.
bwul ooeoiey il .| kwoul.
hung-€...... sereoreene.o| hung-é.

hung-kon.
.| hung-il-ta-kwut:.

I am indebted,




- Mouth .. .....

"Breast of & woman ........... .

“Left arin
' Alm-plts .......................

-Palm of hand .

QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS.
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Eyebrow
Upper eyelid.icoiiiiiiuiiieannns
Lower eyelid. ..... «..iuneeenen
Ear-lobe ....... ereenen
Ear.......... reemresivaceenncenss
Perforation in ear...............
External opening of ear......
NOSE + covaverininiiieeneienns
Ridge of nose........ ceveveans
Nostril ......... ... rreerenrainas
Septum of nose........oeee......
Perforation of scptum of nose
Cheek....... crrarereenerrananens
Beard .....c........ cevererarsenenne

cestccvone

Upper lip....... reriereeracennoens
Lowerlip............
Tooth ceerenrvinrecreraninenns ceeeen
Tongue.....oovvenvnnens
Salival ceeeieiniiiiiiieeninininene .
Palate..ceeeveernainiliniees ceees
Throat ..cccovveviieiniinnas
Chin.....cocvvvevennns
Neck .ooeen ... ceerarerneeearsrrnen
Adam’'sapple ccoeevvens ceennenns
Body IP ................ cerares
Shoulder ....c.covv ervenieniane,
Shoulder-blade
Breast of a man.

Nipples........iveen, e
Hip,..... eeearanaaendee
Waist . ........

Right arm........ ..... Vevtenares

Arm above elbow.........

Arm below elbow. el mrareians
Wrist

sscsrstasssnsazrsttasanescasass

a--oo-c.--.‘.-o--.

Baek of hand...... ceeesecenrasen
Fingers ...... cooveesinnnes e weies
Thumb ........... .. eenrae ceveres

.| het-le ......

.| klan-a

.| ka-gqin-z00 .
. tl kel

| skeul- I.a-ul-tmg e

.| slai-kwul-ting-e

SKELSROUW «vverenns o

hung-a-kal ...... ......
hung-kwea-ul . .........
JEUTUR-GAAL oveeee .uvene
GOU eneeenes o ausssorece
Geu-hel.....ccovuennnan.
koun «covveevennnnn.
kwun-éna . .......

kwun-katle......... ..
lwun-tun-gai . .........
kwun-hél ...... epreaens
kun-tse-da@ .« .ocevenn.e..
SKOW-TE. voveee vvvvnniin

seessrcccses

kut-st-run .
K13

1477 N ceeeae
tang-il..

---------------

XYY YY)

shing-i-je .......

sssensersece

skul .... veteeneesnseenny

Klin-€uwe...coeevvevnnnns
113

...........

...........................

Ki-xteveeeas veeeraceneusas
SKEl caviee vienes
e ..

6

.....................

slm;t-a-Aa-rh

Jhtekuwwl .ooeeees onnnes

hie-tsi-lice «.....
hea-kow .ce.eaeee va oo

slai, cveeen.
stl-ka-gun
stl-oona ......
Sl covarenen oun
Sﬂ-kwéfd(.l

.............

sesssne

SKIDEGATE DIALECT.

géu- KGHE venernenn '

skiatz——
hung-kul.
hung-kwa-al.
geu-stai.

géu.

géu-stai- I.tl
qgéu-hél,

..| kwun.
...| kwun-il-kon.

kwun-zool.
kwun-thl-tatz.
kweun-ki-tl-a.
tl-tzut.
kai-ow-a.
hat-lé:
kicoo-se-oon.

.| kwoot-hail- _/oo 8€.

tsing.
tang-il,

J klan or tita.

sing-its. -
ka-¢in-2oo.

| t-kar,

hil. )
1sis-tang-a.
hioo. :
skul.

skul-el.
tlin-oo-q. °
tlin-loo-¢.
klin-oo-e-hoot-zoo.

-anl-kwan.

kitz.

| sok-goost.

slan-goost.
skwut-ka-tle,
hie-kwul,
hi-kwwus-é.
hea-kow.
sle-kocol-tung-é.
stlai. '

.| stlai-kan, - -

stlai-skwai.
stle-kung-¢.
stlé-klrag'.

Poing of tinger......cccoveuurins

stl-koon-a......... voures

Masser DiaLEcT.

.
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Enerrsn. SKIDEGATE DIALECT.| MasseT DiarEcr.
Second finger .....i. ceeeenienen Lovvniiiininiins e stlai-ok-sé. Sc
Little finger .......... Seereneans stl- Iuno—da ............. stla-ot. F
Finger-nail ............ ver eeeee stl-kuwun ...... .........| stla-kwun. Sc
Knuckle....c...vuoweeneennenens stl-tam-i-ré ........... stl-tum-ai. M
Space between knuckles...... stl-ke-1a-8¢ ............. - b
Rump .ovvenennniiiiiiinnnnn, SRl cenevvvennnnnnn... stlool. - F-
Leg..ovvreiiniercanns . e 7 7 kwul-o. r
Leg above knee . ............... til.oeenn. vt vereenanas tél. M
I\nee ...................... fevenans kwul-lo «......... ......| kwul-o-kutz. Y
Knee-pan........... e, kwul-oo-ka-run-ge . ...| kwul-o-hal. E
- Leg below knee ................ kiatl-ka-run . ......... ' .Y
Calf of leg .ovevieiinninennnnnen. kiatl-kow . ...... ......| kiatl-kow. I
Ankle ............ evrreerarra. sta-lwul-ting-e.........| stai-kwool-ting-ai. Y
Ankle-bone ....c.coeevnennnnn.. tam-are............... tum-ai. )]
Instep...ooeerenivnniininiinn il STG-00MG e nnen cenenel, sta-oon. ’ Y
Foot v coviniiiiiiiiiniiins I StAL eevenieeennnenennn | Rlstal. E
Sole of foot..... reeeserreeeaens stuk-a-run .......... «..| Stai-kan. . E
Heel.......... vereeieneeiaa, Lol Stakwai ... ... sta-kwo-se. H
B e TN Sta-kung-e ....... ......| stuk-ung-e. E
Large toe..........ccovuuinins .| sta-kwun-e ..o ...l sta-kwat. . H
Fourth toe......cccovuvuienanennn. sta-kwo-ta. ............. sta-ot. E
Toe-nail ciueevieiiiveennninnnnee. sta-kwun....... ....... | W
Blood cveerinvneninsannnn. eenes R al. . E
Veinorartery.........ceuvueene. kai-ins-ki-a ............ ai-ins-ki-a. W
Brain ... erenan ka-sin-tsin-a ...........| ka-sin-tzung. Y
Heart coeveeeennennivievnnennn [ ROUGA. oo enenaiiannn, kook. H
KAANEY trrreanneenre s eseea| e eeen e e g Y
Lung ceeeee ver eea. hi-koo-hoo-whé .........| tl-koo-whe. H
Liver seecaiveennnenns ceee| ERwUl Y
Stomach ..... .................’....Vke-tzi. BN 1172 W
Rib...ceueennnn. SRR Lol REWE crveneeien el BEWE. Y
Pulse cueevennereniinnncieneaneenn|s earereereir et <7 | stiai-hai-hal- -tung.
Vertebree.......... .. SRR PR SR tsoo-i. =
Spine ...ooiiviiienennnns SUUURTUNE 577, = AUUSIRRNORRRR RN b % 77,7 3
Foot-print ....... ceeseeeveetanens StA-Stl,eeeinininnnnnen. sai-gil-e._ -
. Intestine .......coeevvennnens ceeedd lANE. aaiiinnnn..L. L slan. . C‘
. The following words expressing relationships, were ¢btained, for me F
by the Rev. Mr. Collison, of Masset, and were written down by him in St
“conformity with the usual English mode of pronouncing the vowels. G
"I have thought it best not.to attempt to bring it into uniformity with - S
the rest of the vocabulary by transliteration.— ﬁ
- EnoLish. ; Masser DrALEcT. i
‘ 1 . B
Wife said by husband ........ tresamesarsernasenaiiiiens cha or sha. H
Husband said by wxfe. e errereeenr e 1 tla-hal. "H
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. EnGLisH. Masser DiaLecrt.
Son said by father .......ccceeuiiiiiiiiiiiinnnen. keet.
Father said by 80D . .c.oeviviiiiiiiiniiiiine creinn o haung.
Son said by mother......cccc.. oiiiiiviiiniennnnnnennas | kin.
" Mother said by son ...ccc..oouiueennnns ceevrenes | OUAY.
- Daughter said by father..............cc.coveviinnnnna, keet. .
Father said by daughter....... PPN I 7.1 % 7/ 8
Daughter said by mother ........ .- | Reet.
Mother said by daughter......cevuvueveeieiienineeens ..o |oway. .
Younger sister said by elder brother.................. chas-toon.
Elder brother said by younger sister................ da-i.
. Younger brother said by elder brother . ............ toon.
Elder brother said by younger brother .. .o | quia. -
Younger -brother said by elder sister . eveen. | tOOR.
Elder sister said by younger brother ................ chas-i.
Younger sister said by elder sister................... | toon-ay.
Elder sister said by younger sister. I S qui-ay.
. Elder son’s wife said by father ................. veese.l | keet-cha.
Husband’s father said by wife........eveerrennnn... : | tlah-al-haung.
Elder son’s wife said by mother . .................... keet-quia-cha.
. Husband’s mother said by wife.. veeeenenad | Hah-al-ow,
Elder daughter’s husband said b} “father............ keet-quia-tlahal.
‘Wife’s father said by husband........ccceccceeeueenns cha-haht. :
Elder daughter’s husband said by mother.......... keet-quia-tiahal.
Wife's mot.hel said by husband.................. s cha-ow.
Younger son’s wife said by father..................... | keet-toon-cha.
Husband’s ta er said by wife....cc..oieeeeae Ll tlahal-haung.
Younger son’s wife said by mother................... keet-toon-cha.
Husband’s mother said by wife......ccceeeriiilinnnees ow-tlah-al. [hal.
Younger daughter’s husband said by father ....... | n-chada-keet-toon-tla-
Wife’s father said by husband........cccoeeeeerennnnes cha-haung. [hat.-
Younger daughter’s husband said by mother ...... | n-chada-kest-toon-tia-
.ENGLISH. .- SKIpEGATE DiarEcT.] Masser DiALEcT.
Orph'm ........................... tl-kin-git-a. :
Father whose. chlldren hawe
all died.......0c..o0ieid o ge-tul-ing-hai-loo-a.
Still-born Chlld 1 ko-da-ka-tlug-a.
God eeveeernnannnn. .| sun-v-a-tlai-dus.
» Soul ...cociveennis ka-tlun-dai.
Devil cevrurvrinrenns epeeeleienns hai-de-tan-a. )
- Medicine-man ........... SR ska-ga.
Dead body........coneeeminnsiinn. tl-ko-da. .
Tomb-house...ccecuvvevrnnnnnne. sa-lling-un-nai.
Box for the dead .ev.ovenvennn. sa-tling-un.
 Hat (any covering for head) ta-tsung.
Head-dress of feathers......... hl-tun-wa.

-
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Enouisa. SKIDEGATE DiaLECT.
Mask \oooveniiinninns civriiaenees ni-xung-wa.
Medicine-man’s necklace of| |

bone ......couuenennns veveranenes| Rl-ki-sta-ge.
Loin-cloth, or breech-cloth ...| h&-kit-ki-ki-ge.
Moceasin ......ccovvviiiiennnnnes ’. stal-kun-gc.
Blanket oeuveninnnne SN giat.

Paint, black...... Ceaearaeene hai-da-mas-u.
T4 red ieviee veeereerenennee | MeESH.

“  yellow ..oveee cennnnnnnnl| Run-tlulh..
Tattooamarks ..cce. vereeene... | Ki-da.

Tattoo marks on arms......... hia-ki-da.

" Buckskin weeeeiiciiniinvennns .| whoon. .
Beaver skin. .....ccceevennn.....| tsvon-kul.
Otter skin .......ceeecreseenresee.| nai-ke.
Awl, of bone... TR eean kit-ul-kow or kwo-stlin
Smew .................. ceeeseese| Pl
Thread, of sinew . coreevenresess| Rati-thul-ga.
Thread of SKiN..eareuienennn.on | Reai-tlul.
Pole lodge ......... eesersesse.ns..| NAS-KoO-SIL.
Slab ledge ......co00nenneee. {oeene| BAL
Doorway of lodge... voe| Kl
%Jmoke—hole vveenenan ,;’.. o] ki-nit.

% N seessases | <eesnast tl-gush. .
Bed cesevsesss eesseares ! erien tﬁun. -
Fire ......... reeenrnanns SURRROUN 7% % /%
Blaze.....coceeniiin vannnnnns «eees| ko-ha-qung.
Living coals ............. . tas. - .

Dead RN ...} Stun.

Ashes ...ccoeeer venene iunntennnsl| REtul-hait. *
SmOKe . ..eeeeve enravens cosrenee.| Kai-020.

S00t . .uiieiiiiiiiinnieninnenienesss| hul-kat.
F—ire-place ....... cesernerreaneees .| tsan-oo-dan.
Firewood ......... .... e ..-| tsan-oo.
Poker .....covecescnnnnne vovnnnsnn| Kin-i-hl-tow.

. Half-burnt brands............. »o| Keot-hul.
‘Bow of wood ......... vevemnneend| tkeL.
Bow-strmg o aes seeeresansione] Slan, ’
AXTOW coevieiniinnnninnnien. ceoree| Rung-al. - 7
Notch- in “end of arrow (for .

bOW-String) ....ccovi vunienens slo-sta-rai.” .
Arrow-head of bone veeereenses| SKOOdB-I-ta-ling. -
Glue .....cooveennnnienns vesnennena| XQ-TL
Quiver ............e ceartereeenns how-it-lewo-de.

CTWar-club e e, ..| shid-ze .
Wa.r—spear. cererenennnnaneneend| Xatl,
Fish-spear.................. ereees| Ki-to.

Armour of seafhon s skin....| xit-as-ko,
Helmet of same material. ...| skutl-tad-2ung.
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CAMNO0E - ceeenereneiiins unnnee veen.| Kloo.
SPDrumea | kow-xa.
Fish-line ...... ......c. ...l gin
Line, of kelp ..................... tl-gai.
Fish-net......cc.ovvivviinennnn. ka-tlioo.
Fish-hook ..cvvvivevn i, ta-whul.
Pipe, of stone............... enes skads-oot-la.
Pipe-stem, of wood ...... .....| kwai-skads-ouw.
(011 R R skadl-ho.
Large wooden dish ........... kai-tla.
Bowl . vviiiiiinee ka-nil-o.
Stone mortar..........cecveeen. ta-ro.
‘Stone pestle............. teeeerees ta-ro-tsung.
Firedrill . ........... S | hl-kai-ge.
Horn ladle....‘... crrerereeenaa skood-sla-qul.
AXEC . iiiieiren ceenes aan oo kitl-youw.
AdZe. . uivrniiiieniioiiinicenennss| fio-ta.
Knife c.vvevvereeiiiinniecninnnn.. skow.
Kuite-handle. ..ol s oeee.| SkOW-gi-que. B
I\mfc-pomt, vereer vennennenenyen. | SkOU-kal. -
Knife-edge.....cooeeiiiennnnn. skow-ko-na. ,
KNf-DACK + eenr vesrrrronos skoac-skwe.
Seraper ............ cererenrnennens katl-ka-tia, -
BOTer cevneiiiiincerteeneaennannns ka-tul-o.
Woman’s fish-knife. ............ ta-ka-do. 4
Flour .... s o| hul-krca-his-ta. :
1 ki-ra. .
Native tob#cco ...ovuvvenne.... hai-da-kwul-ra.
SLEW oreeririrenernneruieiinrianeens ki-a-huls-a-goo-da.
Doll .ereeilileniniinnnn, v gL, :
Wooden rattle.............. e shi-sha.
Song ..... ieee e eveene ....| ska-luny.
Beaver ...... [P seresrarne tsung. -
Bem (fmzzlv) R hoots.
*(black). .. cecrennd| tan.

:mbou ..... deeeieresennns z;s—koo .
Dog oivenr i e B
DBE .eevverreren vee PO kat. / ,
Ermine.....ccccoveeeniiinnian, klik-a. e

" Goat (mountmn) e . mut. . //
Mouse (wood) .. reeen oud| STARYG. ' /
R A v...| koo-hoo. 4
QUEr coeeeereeeeeennnionsnr sannns| SU-gOO. -
Séa-otter ......iveveenne Cereeeeas koh.

~ g{cl)urcupme ..... reereraneness venss| OWh-LE.

irrel (red ceeeens| tas-ga.
L Wolf ., (/) .................... Loo-dze.
//7'
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, Weasel oo e klaq-a ski-da. [hus
Frog .covveeen e i .| tl-kun-ko-stal, or u*uh'
Whale (whale—bone) ......... Eacoon.

Whale (killer) ...... ..cceuneees ska-goot.
Porpoise .....oocev iviiinineinnns skwul.
Seal ....... eeene rereernaanen eeen hoot.
Furseal .....cccccoeees wtvinnennns kwoun.
"Antlers ....ove i, kwa-i-hil-kian.
Bone (of ammal)....; .......... skood-ze.
Claw  « eeneenienenend| StlRcun.
Dung “ | na-re.
Entrails ¢« . «| stlan-e.
‘Fat e eeeee| Ka@i-joo.
Gullet * .. ka-gin-zo0.
Hoof “ .. sta-koon.
Hair ¢ L tl-korw.
Heart “  _ ... oo koO-ga.
Joint- - “ woe| koo-lo. -
Longs “ ..ol tl-koo-hoo-whe.
Bluejay ...oooee veeenninniniiin, | klai-tai.
Crow ,..cccveeceeennene cenncenn o 1 kaltz-da.
Raven woeviiiiiinnis cneeeiinins ho-ya.
Crane ....... dveee vevsenneneen.. ) hl-ko.
Duck (mallard) .8 ha-ha, -
Eagle (whxte-hea/ded) cedeeenes koot.
Grouse (blue)....... , skow.
Goose (Canada) . eevenes} hl-ki-toon.
Gall ...ocoivviieen e skin.
- Humming-bird ..o oo, { ka-tsi-ta-tsoo-a.
U V-0 | DO ta-tl.
Owl ........ Eree secstanaiaanes keut-kwun-és.
PelicAn ... cceee ennee. cveenn| SRl
Plgeon (sea) SO S “ska-tuny-a.
.| tlachoon. .

' Sha ‘ _ kelo.. e
Teal (green-mnged) . .| chi-goots-rid.
_Woodpecker™.....................| sloots-a-da.

Beak orbill. .......... Vieeenenn.| koo-da: .

* Mouth (of bird).....«......... het-lé. ’ :
Tongue (of bird) ............... tang-il, ’
Wings-....... enene feieneionee +.| liaz.

T ClaWB..ieiieenisrenniinnaenenee, ta-koon.

Shell of egg zeeevv ..oevvnnerea. | Rl-tul-ga-re.

Yolk of egg. ....... veeesstinnnes| Xis-kai-de-gai.

Whiteof - egg............ ececeres xtk-a-de-gai.

Dog-fish «cireee reeenn woiinnlon | ka-hud-a:

Halibut .......... Creeranens SO | haksko. -
T o e
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ENGLIsH. - SKIDEGATE DIALECT.
Salmon, (hook-bill) tai-e.
“ (small red) ta-hit.
“ (dog-tooth) ska-gi.
«  (lar gest) ...... ««| ta-run.
Troub ceecerserrereuinsunnnennaises ta-tlut.
Shark .....cccceeeiens eneennnii| ka-hut-ta-ow-ga.
Herring ....ccoee crneeaniiiild .+| T-nUNg.
- Flounder-..cccoeteaeirrneceniite| tal
Oolachen .....cc.ccoecverenennnnee sa-ow..
Pollock ......... . veees veerennses.| SKill.
Mackerel ¢uiuveereiieceiracinnne. skill-tega.
Cod .ovvenninnrnnnnnns cesnesvaneens| Stai-dai.
Large-headed cod.veennniinnnn. ska-gai.
Sculpin.ceeenies ciieerneeennns +oo| Feai-yé and kla-ma
Cardium .....ccove ceevinnnnnnee skial,
* Clams (small species)...:..... ka-ga.
Clams (large species)......... skow.
Mussel ..ooeeeniariennens ceernieees Feul.
o (large) .eoeisennenee ta-haow.
Rock cod (red) ......cevvuenne. shun.
w (black) .ceeeenennn. kits-ha-lang
. Crab (common) .....ceeveennnns ko-stan.
“ (large rough) ............ hoo-ga.
Qetopus cceseevuiiiiiiionns ceenes noo.
Sea-urchin - (large)............. ki-un-ga.
“ (small) ............ kai-oots-ai-ool-ta.
ar-fish ....... .l Cveveneenes ska-um.
Skate iveeiiieriariiiionnianna.. Xi-tra.
" Mouth (of fish)...c.cceuveennnnnee Xin-e-he-tll.
D; e (of fish)........... vesesseand] Kin-e-hung-e.
IS . ou.en... Geerucresnsreressanes Xi-in.
reast fin. ......... veresteneas vesd] Xin-i-hia.
llz 3 hun-i-turi.
ack fin...o.o.. cerecieoeannensens] thROOR-R. T
ail fin.cevveeieeiiiniienenne oo Stai. L
BealeS.cccernirecsiarenennnns e hull. '
Herring eggs ereerereeanainene kow.”
Salmon  * .......... cereseons Xi.
Halibut = ¢ ..cecccenenennne «ss| Rah-kokled-a.
CADD L rerrcnreniennanes koot-is—ka-how
Bee ;_,,;,_,,,;,,.,,,_,,,;—;::',, “Teen skal
I"ly. eetieesenienasisantantennnns kwuLhai-gwun.
Mosqmto ceeeneeness| tShE-Rul-di-qua.
SpIder . .eeveeees cevresarancnaiins.| kwot-zé-a. = - -
ud of tree .. seenrecsseness| BkaNS-a:3kiN-AN.
Leaf «....ccvivunnnns P N 7
13 :

)
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EncLisE.

SKIDEGATE DIALECT.

Outside bark.......ccccveviienens
Inner - % .iiineeniennienn.
Trunk .ceveevver ceeneeineinneenes
Stump . eeeeee ciieniiien
ROOt.../...............-.......,
Main ToOtS. eeceenerreedtoeerenens
Leaves of spruce ......oceeenne.
glouds
ng;-izon.........
MOON «eviieiiiiniiieir e ens
Half mooD:.cceeaievnrecneinnenes
Crescent. MOON...cevreenrrnenen.
Shooting star . ..cc.c.oeeeinniaz
Aurora ......... ..
Rainbow .....
Fog..oiiniiiiiiiiiiieeiienieaas
F-gst....... Cettrepete cneesrearens
Snow .
Hail ..ot iveveeneirninnnens
| (7
T Iciele ciiiiiiiieiniieieeees ceene
Water ......
Image reflected by Watel
Foam
Wavc........
Current .....
Eddy.......
Thunder..... .
L1 htning .....ceceieeeeriiinnnn.
North Wmd B N
North-east wmd
East wind .........
South-east wind .
West wind......o.
North-west wind ...............
“ Whirlwind . ceeeverinins vvrveanes
" The ground......................

sessirastesacevas

eseeceranenns

tecceeben

crenan

e ss00ee soesceven
venssw o

RLELEL RERERRY

cscerv oo e

vesseurensnne

------ scesvesesne

Mud ..ot eereiv e e
Sand ....cceovviviiinnenne serresnns

%1 | RPN

hits-gun-til.
ki-na.
tsoo-e.
kwul-re.
hling-a.
skoos-run-da.
hl-kung-ca.
kai-orwc.
yen,
kwaist-sin-wash.
200-T€.
kung.
kung-in-iwe.
kung-li-hatl-a.
kai-tza.
kai-tzoon-a-
yun-ko-ka.
kwot-sa-kwo-kun.
.| yén-in-tung-wa-ta.
kul-oong-tal.
ta-ow.

re.

-+ ka-tsa-lung.

kul-i-ga. -
ta-di-stil-goon.

kun-tl,
klig-a-hons-¢.
skwul-ro.

loo

2000 and kwoh-ying.
tzoo-kwe-tlul.

. tall.

hi-ling-a.
skut-ka-ul-ta.
ta-jow.

-hiow.

‘kaco-gtill.
ka-di-sta-ka-doo.
hue. :
ka-hoost-a-ga. .
-Rli-gist-koonst, . ;
ta-dzo-kai-re. .
tl-ga. -
Lm—zclwo—lung

Xan,

tas.

ta .

hl-ka.

k'la-hoos-ti-ga'.
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"ENGLISH. . | " ISKipEGATE DiaLEcT.| MASSET DIALECT.-

creiverensrsnesenns seenas| SUR-Alung-hil-ga.
SOUth viverernieaeniinencasansenens.| X100

Westeeeeerernennreneresesess e enenn| je-tse-kai-geun.

Black ceevecnrniarenseessssaconennaal. eens hla-hl.
BlUE «veuenvenirnncnirenireinenl. Lin-hlilh.
Brown sus-in-dil.
Grey ceivescvinvesannences cnvnnvenslicciciciinninnnes wonvennd| Mlalkin-dil.
GYEEND «.veverecs carenvrrnrenenereliiiiiiiiininnnnnnainn...| AR,
Red.. ........ ereneerernesnen si-ét.
Vermilion coiceeeervecsceciecies mus.
'Whlte................. SN PO SURUPRRR I 1 % (/ 3
Striped civeeco oo e vonneiianeees BN erriereressreanennses| SES-Q-RiI-dunyg.
CheOk wuverenrervoners snneenrnenslivinisienneivnnn oo | ts@-um-a.
SPOLS cevierennnannanneenniecenieneclineneeinninnienneceennend Mlal-ka-dis.
ONE . cveeececnrncinens seenenoaenee .| sican-sunyg.
TWO severernoenassocronsercnsraness ...| stoong-a. -
THree . .ovrenrerernnracenneenennnens . | tlkwun-ikl. - -
25101 O POROUR A I .| stan-sung.
FiVE ceecrnerenicercsnnsnanstorace]asesenes vounn| Kelé-lha.
Six ..... venrnalornrnnieneeeereneiieeneesd| KloO-UNTRL
BEVEN vevverarnnnnrernenninermsneensliiniiinrennienissnnanneneo| SI-A. )
Eight coveeniineniesirrncenb i sta-én-sung-a.
NIDE . ceuerenrernnnens covnuees sosfernnacininns erveennesansni| Kla-al-sian-sin-goo.
e rennirerennernnevsrsrcacessenes]earesnssensasncecnaeonssesi| BIGL
Eleven ...oocviiiimiinseimssnnt e ceeviene klalwol-sican-sung.
T“elve reeeeressssrosedenennses.| Klal-wok-stoong.
ThIirteeI « cvveee ceerrenreneroens] meeosaroesencesesannaneaes| BldL-woOk-tl-Rrcun-thl
Nineteen ...cccevevreneencnivores| cosedonnniernsenniinnns «o.| Klalacok-stan-sung-a.
P TWenty coeeveaninen vrverenssnseaicfoannnns | lugwscan-go. [sung.
Twenty-one........cccoeeeanennaih | lug-iesacan-wok-swan-
Twenty-two...... --o| lugws-wan-cok-
. stoong. L
TWERtF-three vevee vuere vvesi|ocveeres vonsivennanencnnns| lug-irsican-wok-tl:
] : : | kwul-thl.
Twenty-four .....ieeeeessesnnens|ooreereneeeenneneeennnnd| lug-wes-wan-wok-
. stan-sung.
A Fear...coovviiinniininnnnnnn | SE-RERAL
A IOOD teerervevenrarinirrnnnonne . eveon | kung-kais-gh.
Half of- the moon.....c.coeeeee. ' . .| ung-kais-kin-oe.
New MO0N.. cvveeerrnirernnyies| sessssrivecssivnnnnnnnne| Rting-ké-dlang. /
Half moon....c...ce.en. ceeereneeesestaneaesareens| UNG-IN-0E. " -
DAY ettt sessseeeen o ut-Ra-gun.
Night .oovirivins v feeeneeen vereseesanenna....| algd.
A gay (twenty-four hours)...| coveveeisveanninces sin-swan-sin.
v s eens .| Sand-lin-hait.
SUNTISE..evvueessereerseeraseneseae|iossesantensessrnsssanaenes| SING-EL
UV UUUUPPURTRUIIN OOV PPPPISPUPRPNNNNN - (411208
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B s S

. SUDNSEt ovrenrcrnicrinnissorensvensfivnsieroniianennn. o] SiNG-i-al.
Midnight c..oeeereinnieeineieiee i e al-yak.
Day before yesterday .....o...leceeeeeerreninnnes a-dahl-tal-ist.
Yesterday «vecevieiveniiiiniairesfiseensensriensnnns a-dahl.
TO-AAY . eeeerressenasrrancensonsionfernireneriinsennnsenneennes| di-yut.
NOW +eiveecerertnossestretosionnnes
Past time.....cccorveennnns PO [, X'7,Y:1 1 A
Future {ime. c.ccceuiiereinarecs o fonininrianeenveossnennann| ital.
One man ......cceervrennencnnnnnclerinniniinnncceneiiceen| hai-da-swan-sung.
Three meN..ecececcrcsracsecestecsleneencsvariensesereenannes.| hati-da-kwun-thi.
Fewmen .ccooeniionnunnaninees.. tererseenenaivesssns veeees| hai-da-kow-ga.
Many. men...ccoeciiiiinieninnnnci]onences creceninnnnnnnns.| hai-da-hwan-ga.
One WOman. «vecencivsneeerenennsfonen. creraserasnseenanees. | NISA-WA-da-swan-
‘ sung. -
One A0g..cerseraerennsacnrenreinns]onnirennsineinnsnseonnsanss| Aa-SWAN-SUNG.
TWO AOZS.erenrerrreraravcensins]ivireees crerevcnnnnens...| ha-stin-ga. .
A " Three 4ogs .ecreeeieeraranaennss 1 ha-whun-ihl,
"4  Fewdogs........ ha-ge-ki-whit-zoo0,
\ Many dogs .......cccenvveraenens ha-kwan-ga.
\\All the dogs ceeemrerrnsenciieniitforennnniiinniennnennnee | ha-ge-wa-tloo-gun.

cevreesasssinseensaneeseas| E0-AN,

esssseceesseverccce,

eecssescasesacissrene,

essscesscoesenscsrscsrrsses

\

\

\ "ENGLISH. Masser Dravect. |© - REMARKs.

\

b et 17 P Pt €0 0 bt - {1 T T ER R MR TR S QA QR

Cat'seesemeessenannasanssnanncnsiad| 2008, ) Corruption of puss.
Horse ..cvceveiienianiins vevennned| kaiu-tin. Chinook.
SAAALE «veeererrivns crveeerrannnes wohl-git-lan-oo. :
Axe cciniiennnens sesecnnnnennn | Riutl-tzow. . | Long handle.
TAUZEr cevee ciecencencnninnnee..| Klal-kdip. :
Awl (of 'metal)........ceeunee.. | Kit-il-Eow.
Hand-drill.......ccoovevvennnna. | thki-a-ka.
Broom ...A..cccoinnnnnnnnnnn.oo | th-ki-ak-talo. _
" Comb ..ceceerennnnnnn - | tHki-tlun-ga. ‘
Knife (pocket)....c............| yatz-kwt-kuwung-a. | Knife that folds.
. Knife ..c.coeveeceennncisitunnen.. | ya-tza. ' :
- Fork ...cccvvvevennnne veeennianna| Rut-ta-ow. © | To lift food.
. © . Hammer ..cooiiveverenenenes.| Blilhla. :
Iron kettle......ccovveecnnnnenn | 238 }
Tin plate .....coeereesanee.. ki-kla-tl-tla.
SCis80r8 coevurrrinre cennneeennen.e.| Tsai-to. o
Table ...cccoverriiiinniiionnnen..| Kit-ta-tin-e. .
%stol. tzooZkoo—kwoot—zoo. -
int gun. ......cccoiiivennnne | t200k-koo-ké-gang-a.
- Ramrod «.coovepperecnanennnns.| tun-gta-o. d ng. T .
Cannon ....... : «ees| Fwan-tow.
Ballet ... s vensecrennenend| Klas-ka-kit-ta.
Powder ....ccuererennnenseennenns.| aklta-ow. - | Barns fast.

-
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ENGLISH. SKIDEGA‘TE DrALEcT. REMARKS.

Hon coeesere serear sieraen T 'dz¢ o
Lead coceecrnnivers vonnnnnne T %z?’im. -

Silver .......... ‘w tal-hka. .. - j

Cap or-hat...eeeiivieiiicradinees ta-tsung. . i
008t veeerearereraparsnssancseant ool xit-18-koo. :
Vosteiestececeoses seneaennens oo ons| Sko-Sto10.
Shirt ..c.coenrenees seesesesesessenss| Whal-tig-koo. ‘ ‘ ) i
Trousers creeriainens Ceevaens oo e weo| oOR., , T :

BOOS wvevvevariveenerasosarcarness| Ska-thhoon. . . -
Slippers «eesennnes stas—kaz-ga—tl -ka-dla. .,

e a?

heo 2

Stockings «ecoeenenee ¢ eeerenes wo.| Wil-ahul-tg-ow. Lo y - F
Shawl .......... k‘;un-taz-gzat\; T 5 . ‘
Dress (ZOWD) «cveerearereennnnn. tl-kit-kie. ~ ; Aot
Mateh (friction)..... «++| taskoon-tloo.
TobaeCo ...eueinnnnn.. coneaneatore | Fottlc, - 4
Whiskey «ccuvee viiierannennienens Lintat-kas,

Finger-ring .cceceuneennen coen} stil-gie.
Mir?or o.ceeviereninennitnnen .| hansthang-oo. : i
) P RTROTRRE B 1- SIS ] i
Picture ...t sueenenncinnnnens d Ki-qun-izja-go. » 2 g
Paper...cccces viviies sennrenenanl| il ka-lan-oa. . |Speech writtendown Y
Road...overiinirirennnrecivnnan.. | ieu. | [sha-hi-da. ' 4
Interpreter . ...c.ceoseeeerersenns| ha-la-wn-i-shush-ki :
Peace-maker between stran-
BETB covrrnnnsecree dornaansennn.| Kl-huns-ti-gui-shoo.

e R

R SRR

£ T

vl

[N

- v .
: . ST . . o g - v RTAdEEpSTeT T
B T o P S‘W‘ [N




