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NARRATIVE DOCUMENTS
GROUP III
OPERATIONS IN THE WEST, WINTER OF 1813

I. DerroIT FRoONTIER : Frencurown, January 22, 1813

Archives, C. 678, p, 25.

Extracts from a Letter JSrom Colonel Procter at Sandwich to
Major-General Sheaffe at .

Sandwich, Jan®. 13, 1813 :—

Nothing can be more gratifying to me than to find effectual
measures taken to ensure the Superiority on the Lakes, so
requisite to the security of the Country. Every exertion is
making and shall be persevered in, as far as depends on me,
to attain that object.

The Gun boats are to be built on the Thames, by which
much time and expense will be saved. I want no assistance
towards building the Gun boats. The Labor and Materials
I have at hand. It is not so with respect to the Ship :
however no time need be lost. An estimate of the materials
Is sent, and a saving of time and expense will arise in pro-
1;;>rtion to the number of Shipwrights employed in building

er.

In the rigging of the Ship, a Naval Officer should direct,
and Sailors be employed. I do not believe there are either
here properly qualified. I have taken it for granted that we
are to receive Officers and Seamen from the only adequate
source, the Royal Navy. There are two very important

3



4 THE CANADIAN WAR OF 1812

points, which I conceive it requisite to occupy with Block
Houses : the expense will be very trifling, the Timber being
at hand, and the effect they may produce on our Allies very
beneficial : as calculated to preserve our Communication
with them, and ensure their Retreat. One Gun only will be
requisite in each.

Mature reflection on the Reading within my reach had
determined me against demanding the military Service of
the Inhabitants of the ceded Territory. I dread the conse-
quences on their account solely, of the Enemy’s entering into
the Territory. No Commands nor influence of mine will be
of sufficient weight to preserve the Property, and I doubt
the Lives of most of the Inhabitants, in the event of it. With
my inadequate means the Game will be a difficult one, how-
ever I will do my best, and trust that the Result may be as
favorable as hitherto.

The Indians in Council have formally requested the Aid
of such a Corps (Butler’s) as were attached to, and acted
with them, during (as it is called) the Revolutionary War,
and that Captain Caldwell whom they well know, and think
highly of, may be employed. A Corps of that Description,
would be, I am convinced, of the highest utility,—both in
restraining, and directing the hostility of the Indians to
the proper objects of it. I would propose one Company at
first, and if found to answer the intended purpose, a second
might be added under a Major. It would soon prove a good
substitute for Militia, whose Officers here are almost all, as
bad as can be. An efficient Corps of the Description pro- -
posed, I doubt not could soon be raised in this District.
From the Indians I have had many applications for the
regular Troops to move and serve immediately with them,
and which with some difficulty I have been able to evade,
since the expedition intended for Fort Wayne, often much
to their dissatisfaction. Having the Corps in question, no
other would be required to act immediately with them.
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The Indians are endeavouring to get those Nations which
are in the United States, from among the Americans. Their
plans are well laid—The Americans, I understand, have
in considerable force ascended the Illenois, in Boats, Shot
proof, intending to build, or establish themselves half way
up s—thence proceed to Chicago, and there establish them-
selves again.  You will perceive their object to be, the cutting
off from us, of the most formidable Indian Nations. Mopock
whom we knew here, has collected a body of Indians to
oppose them. Tecumshee I fear has scarcely recovered
his health. I have just learnt that the Enemy are at the

- foot of the Rapids, computed at a thousand men. Two

days since a few Indians and Americans encountered each
other, when the latter had two killed and some wounded,
and the former one wounded. The Indians contrived to
bring off three of the Enemy’s Horses. It may be requisite
to dislodge the Enemy from their present position, which
is in the Territory: and therefore we have no choice nor
option, but to employ all and every description of force in
our reach. I am under the necessity of calling out some
more of the Militia, but I hope it will be for a short time.

(signed) Henry Procrew,

Colonel commes.
True Extracis.

RozerT R. Loring, Capt®. AD.C.

Col. Baby at Sandwich to Capt. Facob (or in case of
absence Capt. McCrae) at Raleigh.

4 O’Clock in the Morning,

Sandwich 19* January 1813
Capt®. Geo. Jacob,

Sir,
The Enemy is at the River Raisin they were left
fighting with the few Indians who were there—Send up as
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expeditiously as possible to the other Captain, and let all haste
be made to send down (without balloting) every Militia man
that can be spared on the River for a very few days,—re-
member that every one be provided as already recommended
—The Captains will use their discretion as to such men
as cannot possibly be spared from their homes—Your’s

J. Basy, Col: K. M.

[Endorsed] Rec®. about 11 O’Clock in the morning on
the same day p. A. Trudelle a Copy of which was immediately
sent Cap*. M*Crae.

Archives, C. 678, p. 23.
From Procter at Sandwich to Evans at Fort George.

Sandwich Jan’. 24'* 1813
My dear Major,

"Tho’ much occupied I shall take a few Minutes to acquaint
you, that, on the 19" Ins'. at 2 am I was informed that the
Enemy were in complete Possession of the Settlement at
the River Raisin ; and that on the 22¢ Ins'. at Break of Day
I attacked him with all the Forces I could collect, the Result
of which is that B*. General Winchester, his surviving Officers
and upwards of four hundred men are Prisoners, the Re-
mainder (I believe) about the same Number being killed
by the Indians in their Flight. I am sorry to say that our
Loss has been, for our numbers, considerable. We had no
Time to lose for M. Harrison is on the Advance—a week’s
Delay would have cost us every Thing. Perhaps this Specimen
of what they are to expect in the Territory may deter them
f* making another Attempt soon. The Troops, Marine,
& Militia displayed great Bravery as did also the Indians,
The Officers did their Duty well. It would be scarcely just
to mention Individuals. Colonel St George received four
Wounds, whilst acting very gallantly. Lieut. Kerr NFL

MBS S
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is, I fear, mortally wounded. I have not Time for further
Particulars. Believe me
With Regards & Esteem
ever Yours
Henry ProcTer.

Archives, C. 678, p. 31.

From Procter at Sandwich to Sheaffe at Fort George.

Sandwich Jan'. 25 1813
My dear General

In my last Dispatch I acquainted you, that, the Enemy
was in the Territory, and that I therefore, deemed it requisite,
that, he should be attacked without Delay, and, with all,
and every Description of Force, within my Reach. Early in
the Morning of the 19' Instant, I was informed of his being
in Possession of Frenchtown, on the River Raizin, 26 Miles
from Detroit, after experiencing every Resistance that Major
Reynolds had it in his Power to make, with a three Pounder
well served & directed by Bombadier Kitson of the Royal
Artillery, and the Militia Men, whom he had well trained
to the Use of it. The Retreat of the Gun was covered by a
brave Band of Indians who made the Enemy pay dearly for
what he obtained. The Indians fell back 18 Miles to Brown’s
Town, the Settlement of the brave Wyndotts where 1
directed my Force to assemble. On the 21%¢ Instant I advanced
twelve Miles to Swan Creek, whence we marched to the
Enemy, and attacked him at Break of Day on the 229 Instant ;
and after experiencing, for our Numbers, a considerable Loss,
about half of the Enemy’s Force posted in Houses and
Enclosures, and which, in Dread of falling into the Hands
of the Indians, they most obstinately defended, at last
surrendered at Discression. The Other Part of their Force in
attempting to return, whence they came, were, I believe, all,
or perhaps, excepting a very Few, killed by the Indians.
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Brigadier General Winchester was taken in the Pursujt by
the Wyandot Chief Roundhead. He was cut off from
those who were posted, and whom he afterwards surrendered.
I had much Difficulty in bringing the Indians to consent
to the Sparing of their Lives. You will perceive that, I have
lost no Time, indeed, there was none to spare; as they
would have been joined by M. Harrison in a F ew Days, and
the People in Detroit had already began to shew themselves.
The Troops, the Marine, and Militia displayed great Bravery,
all behaved well. Where so much Zeal & Spirit were dis-
played by all, it would be unjust to attempt to particularize ;
I shall only venture to mention some of the Wounded, L.
Colonel 8*. George who received four Wounds in a gallant
Attempt to occupy a Building favorably situated for the
Enemy’s Annoyance. Lieutt. Kerr of the Royal NFL Regt,,
who, I fear, is very dangerously wounded. The Zeal &
Courage of the Indian Department never were more con-
spicuous than on this Occasion. The Indian Warriors
displayed their usual Courage. I am much indebted to
the different Departments. The Troops &c having been
well, and timely supplied, with every requisite, the District
can afford. We feel the Insufficiency of surgical Assistance.
If the Indians had not appeared quite so soon, in the Enemy’s
Rear, which deter[rled them f=. quit[tling their Fastness,
scarcely a Man could have escaped Death. I send my ADC
Lieut*, M*Lean with this Dispatch, He will be able to answer

any question respecting the Affair of Frenchtown ; that -

you may be desirous of asking ; or concerning our Situation
here generally. T have decided to the best of my Judgement
respecting The Prisoners, which is to send them by the
River Thames to be passed over on your Frontier. The
Reasons for not sending them back, the Route by which they
came, are so obvious, that I shall not, except required,
obtrude them on you. Indeed, I see no Option, or Arrange-
ment that could be made but, the one directed. I fortunately

o oo
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have not been deprived of the Services of Lieut!. Troughton
of the Royal Artillery, and acting in the QMG"® Department,
tho’ he was wounded. I am indebted much to his Zeal &
unwearied Exertions. I could wish his Continuance in
the QMG" Department. Were it not unjust to particularize
any Corps, where all did their utmost I would mention the
Zeal and Courage of the Royal Artillery. Each Officer is
deserving of being named, could I do it within the Compass
of a Dispatch. I enclose a List of the Killed & Wounded.
I lament there Having been so many of Both, but of the
latter a large Proportion will return to Duty, and most of
them before long.  Before this Reduction of my Force I had
too few, for the Defence of this Frontier. May I not hope,
that you will send me, a Company of the 41°t Reg'.; You are
aware of the insufficiency of my Means. I also send a Return
of the Arms, Ammunition &c. taken on the 229 Instant.
Likewise of the Prisoners, whom you will perceive to be
equal to my utmost Force, exclusive of the Indians, who
tho’ a powerfull Aid is an uncertain one, being dependant
on Success, and who would have strongly appeared had I
failed on the 224 Instant, nor could I have been sure of the
Militia in the Event of any Disaster. I have not heard it,
officially, but, I believe that a Party of the Enemy, one
Hundred bringing 500 Hogs for Gen' Winchester’s Force
has been completely cut off. I shall defer untill the next
Opportunity, which shall be in a few Days, saying any Thing
more, having already detained Lieutt, M-<Lean too long, of
whose Courage and Exertions displayed on the 22¢ Inst. I
would speak, did I think it just to attempt particularizing
any one, especially where I may be supposed partial.
I remain,
my dear General,
faithfully yours
Henry ProcTER
Colonel coms?.
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Officers Wounded.

Lieut. Col. Thoe. B. §t George, I.F.O. Mil.
Lieu. Troughton, R. Artv.
Capt®. Tallan }41“ Regt.

Lieu*. Clemow
Ens®. Kerr, R. Newfoundland (since Dead)
Lt Rolette

L. Irvine } Pro. Marine
Midship®. Richardson

Capt®. Mills

Lt M°Cormick} 1*t Essex Mil*

Lt J Gordon

Ens®. Garvin, 2¢ Essex Mil.

Officers engaged in the Action.

Colonel Procter, 41% Regt. Commanding.

Staff.

Lt Col. T. B. §*. George, I.F.O. Militia.

Capt. Dixon, R. Eng®,, acting on the Staff.

Lieu'. Allan H. M¢Lean, 41° Reg*. Aid de Camp to Col.
Procter. '

Lieu. Col. Francis Baby, DY Q* M*. Gen!. of Militia.

Robt., Reynolds, Esq"., D? Ass* Comm?. General.

Robt. Richardson, Esq’., Garrison Mate.

M. Sam'. Wood, Field Train Dept.

Matthew Elliott, Esq"., Superintendant Indian Affairs.

Captain Caldwell, Indian Dept.

Will®, Jones, Esqr., Storekeeper Ind®. Dept.
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Royal Artillery.
Lieu'. Felix Troughton

41° Regt.
Captain Jos®. Tallan
Lieu'. Jno. Clemow
» Benoit Bender
»»  Harris Hailes
»  William Watson.

Royal Newfoundland.

Captain Robert Mockler
Lieu®. John Garden
Ens. Tho® Kerr

Prov! Marine.

Lieut. Frederick Rolette
» Robert Irvine

Mid™. Robert Richardson
»» Tho*. Barwis

1** Essex Militia.
Major Reynolds
Captain Caldwell

» W= Elliott

»»  Maisonville

»»  Buchannon

»  Mills

Lieu®. James Gordon

»» James Lytle
»» John Lytle
»» Nicholas Lytle
» Tho* Caldwell
» Francis Caldwell

2% Essex Militia.
+ Captain Alexis Maisonville
»»  Julien Labut
5> Willlam Smith
Lieu*. Joseph Parent
» Dedine Batishon
Ens®, Bryce Woods
» Joseph Eberts
» Glaude Garvin
Lieu'. Alex". Pringle Pay-
master

Volunteers.
M. Henry Procter } st
M. John Richardson | Regt.
M. Patterson)attached to
M:, Pastoieus} the Artillery.

Indian Interpreters.
Edward Sayer
Samuel Saunders
Matthew Elliot, Jun-.
Barnett Lyons
George Ruppe
William Gruet
Thomas Guthrie
Jacob Gruserat
George Bluejacket
F. X. Cadotte
J. B. Sans-crainte
Joseph Drouillard
Francis Roi
J. B. Askin
Peter Schwartz
John Wilson wounded

severely.
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NARRATIVE DOCUMENTS
GROUP III (continued)
OPERATIONS IN THE EAST, WINTER OF 1813

2. THE Upper St. Lawrence: OGDENSBURG,
FEBRUARY 22, 1813

Archives, C. 678, p. 79.

From Pearson at Prescott to de Rottenburg, Monireal.

Prescott, Feby 7" 1813.
Sir, :

I have the honor to transmit a letter this moment received
from Lt: Colonel Sherwood Commanding 1** Regiment
Leeds Militia detailing an account of a descent made early
this morning by a Party of Americans from the Garrison of
Ogdensburg, at the Village of Brockville in which was posted
one of the Flank Companys of the Leeds Regiment of Militia,
Exclusive of the named Officers who have been taken I am
sorry to say about twenty Militiamen have fallen into their
hands : it appears the Enemy after liberating the Prisoners
from the Gaol, immediately recrossed the River to their own
Shores. I attribute this disaster chiefly to the incautious
conduct of the Comm®. Officer of the Post, a Cap*®. of the
Leeds Militia who it appears was surprised in his bed as
well as the rest of the Garrison. There being no public
Stores, and as the place is of no consequence in a Military
View, it is not my intention to reinforce that Post otherwise
than by the Sedentary Militia of the County, as being such a
. fiistance from Prescott, it will be only the means of hazard-
ng the safety of the Troops stationed there, not having
any Officer in whom I can rely to take charge of a



14 THE CANADIAN WAR OF 1s12

Detachment. I beg to inform you that Major Macdonnell
and Capt™ Irvine Ass. Q* Genl. are both withdrawn from this
Post to Kingston, and that I have no Officer here to do the
duties of Quarter Master Gen!, 4 circumstance I have much
to regret as the duties of that department are more than I
can personally attend to. Should it not interfere with the |
views of His Excellency Sir George Prevost, 1 beg to suggest
that the destruction of Ogdensburg could be easily effected,
provided a Party of Regulars were sent for that Purpose,
with two hundred in addition to my present Force, I have no
doubt but I could succeed in effectually destroying this Post.
I have the honor to be,
Sir
Your most obedient
. T. Pearson, Lt: Col.

Maj: Gen! de Rottenburg

&e &
Montrea]

Archives, C. 678, P- 95.

From Macdonel] at Prescott to H arvey at Kingston.

S Prescott Feby 22¢ 1813. 3 o’clock p.m.
ir,

I have the honour to acquaint you for the information of
His Excellency the Commander of the Forces, that im-
mediately after his departure from this post I made a de-
monstration of crossing to Ogdensburg, by advancing on the
right of the Enemys line with my principal Column, while
Captain Jenkins of the Glengarry Light Infantry moved op
to turn his left—Flndlng that the Enemy’s means of defence
ensured success to the respetable [sic] force I had with me,
I availed myself of the conditiona] permission I had received
this morning from His Excellency to undertake the measure



DOCUMENTS 15

& accordingly moved on to the attack—The Enemy’s batteries
opened upon us, but by moving on as rapidly to the charge
as the depth of the snow would admit I succeeded effectually
in turning his right flank & got possession of three field
Guns & his Eastern Battery—I then formed my line on the
Commanding ground & summoned the Enemy to surrender
the old french fort which he still occupied, with his advanced
Battery & five pieces of Ordnance from whence my right
Column was much galled by a heavy fire of Grape & Cannister
shot, which I lament to say deprived me of the invaluable
services of Captain Jenkins who at the moment that he was
most gallantly charging the Enemy’s was severely wounded
in both Arms one of which he has lost—Immediately charged
the Enemy across the Black River, but by a rapid retreat
from the back of the fort, he escaped, leaving One Officer
& some wounded—I kept possession of the village till three
oclock & brought off all his Artillery, except one field piece
which he escaped with, Ordnance, Naval & Commissariat
Stores—1I was well supported by Colonel Fraser & Lt. Colonel
Fraser & all the Officers of the Militia, & by Captain Le Lievre
of the Newfoundland whom I had attached to the Militia
& by Captain Eustace & the Officers of the Kings Reg'.—
The Advanced Guard was led on with great spirit by Staff
Adjutant Ridge of the King’s Reg'. & the Field Artillery
well served by Ensigns M°Kay of the Glengarry Lt Infantry
& Kerr of the Militia—I am much indebted to Lieutenant
Gaugreben of the Royal Engineers who directed the service
of the field piece with Captain Jenkins’ Column & the good
conduct of Lieutt, McAulay & the other subaltern of the
Glengarry Light Infantry who gallantly emulated the bravery
of their disabled Captain—As the Action took place in Open
day & that the men had to charge thro deep snow for a
8reat distance, I trust His Excellency will not think the
€apture too dearly purchased by the loss we have sustained—

I transmit herewith returns of the killed, & wounded, &
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of the captured Stores—The action lasted One hour & a
half—

' I have the honour to be

Sir,
Your most obedt. humble servt,
G MacponeLr Major Glengarry Reg®.
Lieut*. Col!
Lt CoroneL Harvey,
Deputy Adjutant General of the Forces
Kingston.

P.S. I am not able to transmit the details of Capture
this day, but we brought over Eleven Guns, several hundred
stand of Arms, &c &c & burnt their Barracks & Shipping—

Avrchives, C. 678, p. 99.

Return of the Killed Wounded and missing of the Regulars,
and Militia in the attack on Ogdensburg

22°¢ Feb? 1813—
Royal Artillery, 1 Man Killed
King’s 1 Sergeant, killed, 1 Subaltern, & 12 Privates
Wounded. '
NAd. 1 Private Killed and 4 Wounded
Glengary Light Infantry 2 Privates Killed, 1 Field Officer
1 Captain, 1 Subaltern, 2 Sergeants, & 7 Privates Wounded.
Militia 2 Privates killed, 1 Capt™ 3 Subt®, 1 Serg'. &
29 Privates Wounded
Names of the Wounded Officers Lt. Col'. Macdonell
"Capt®. Jenkins (lost an Arm, & severely) Ens™. M<Coy Glen-
gary Reg'., Ens®. Powell King’s Reg'. Capt™ M*Donell, Lieu*.
Empy (lost a leg,) Lieu'. M<Lean & Lieu'. M*Dermid.
G MACDONELL
Lt Col. Comms®
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Archives, C. 1170, p. 108,
GENERAL ORDERS.

Head Quarters, Kingston, 23¢ F ebruary, 1813.

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces, has the
satisfaction of announcing to the Army in British America,
the complete success of an Attack made by Lieutenant
Colonel MacDonell of the Glengary Light Infantry, and the
Detachments stationed at Prescott, yesterday morning, on
the Enemy’s Position of Ogdensburgh, which terminated in
the Capture of that place, and of eleven pieces of Cannon,
and all the Ordnance and Marine Stores, Provisions and
Camp Equipage, and the Destruction of two Schooners, and
two Gun Boats——Such of the Enemy’s Garrison as did
not fly to the Woods, were made Prisoners.

The conduct of every Individual engaged (and which in-
cludes the whole of the Troops, Regular and Militia stationed
at Prescott) appears to have been highly honorable to
them.—The following Officers are particularly noticed
by Lieutenant Colonel MacDonell as having distinguished
themselves—Captain Jenkins of the Glengary Light In-
fantry, who the Commander of the Forces laments to find
18 severely wounded ; Staff Adjutant Ridge of the King’s
Regiment, who led the advanced Guard, and Lieutenant
McAuley of the Glengary Light Infantry.

Lieutenant Colonel MacDonell reports that he was well
Supported by Captain Eustace and the Officers of the King’s

egiment, by Colonel Fraser and Lieutenant Colonel Fraser,

and all the Officers of the Militia, as well as by Captain Le

Leivre of the Royal Newfoundland Fencibles attached to
the Militia. ‘The Field Artillery was well served by Ensigns
M’Kay of the Glengary Light Infantry and Kerr of the
Militia, and the good conduct of Lieutenant Gaugrebin of
the Royal Engineers is likewise particularly noticed.

VOL. II. B



18 THE CANADIAN WAR OF 1812

The Commander of the Forces was induced to authorize
this attack, not by any means as an act of wanton aggression,
the Troops under his command having been ordered at all
times to abstain from all acts of that nature, but as one of
just and necessary retaliation of that which was recently made
on the British Settlement of Brockville by a party from
Ogdensburgh, and in consequence of frequent depredations
from that Garrison committed on the Persons and Property
of his Majesty’s Subjects within its reach, and in announcing
its result, his Excellency feels much Pleasure in publicly
expressing his entire approbation of the Gallantry and Judg-
ment with which it appears to have been conducted.

His Excellency directs that the Officers and Men taken
Prisoners on this occasion be sent to Montreal, there to
remain until further orders.

A Salute to be fired immediately.
J. Harvey,

Lt. Col. and Dy. Adjt. Gen.

Archives, C. 1170, p. 106.

G.O. Montreal 25 Feb?. 1813,

‘The Major General Commanding has much Satisfaction
in announcing to the Troops in the Lower Province, that he
has received a report from Iieutt. Colonel Macdonnell, of the
Glengary Light Infantry, stating, that in consequence of
the wanton attack lately made by the Enemy on the Village
of Brockville, it had been determined on, to retaliate by an
assault on his position at Ogdensburg,—This took place in a
gallant and Spirited manner, under the Command of that
Officer, on the morning of the 22¢ Ins', and was crowned
with complete success after an Action of an Hour and a half,
in which the Enemy had about twenty Men Killed, and a
great Number of Wounded.
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Lieut. Colonel M<Donell reports his having taken pos-
session of all the Enemy’s Artillery (with the exception of
one piece), as well, as Naval, Military and Commissariat
Stores—and of his having destroyed the Barracks & Shipping.
—A detailed return of the Stores has not yet been received,
but Eleven pieces of Artillery, and several hundred Stand
of Arms, had arrived at Prescott.

Lieut. Colonel M<Donell speaks in high terms of the
conduct of the Force under his Command, particularly of
the gallantry of Captain Jenkins, of the Glengary Light
Infantry, who was severely wounded.

The Lieutenant Colonel also mentions the support and
assistance, which he received from Colonel Fraser, Lieut.
Colonel Fraser, and all the Officers of Militia, from Captain
Eustace and Officers of the Kings Regiment, Captain Le
Lievre, of the Newfoundland Regt. Lieut. Macaulay, and the
Officers of the Glengary Light Infantry, and from Lieu-
tenant Gengreben, of the Royal Engineers.—

Ensign M*Kay of the Glengary, and Kerr of the Militia,
Who directed the Service of the Field pieces, as well as of

the spirited manner in which the advance was led on by
Staff Adjutant Ridge.

List of Killed and Wounded, in the attack on Ogdensburg
22¢ February 1813,

Royal Artillery.—One Rank and File Killed.
Kings Regiment.—1 Serj*. Killed—r12 Rank and File
Wounded.,

Newfoundland Reg'.—1 Rank and File Killed and 4 rank
& File Wounded,

Glengary Light Inf'.—2 Rank and File Killed—One
Lieu". Colonel, One Captain, One Licutenant, two Serjeants,
Seven rank and F ile Wounded.

ilitia—2 rank and File Killed, 1 Captain, 3 Subalterns,
I Serjeant, 15 Rank & file wounded.
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Total—1 Serjeant, 6 Rank and File Killed—One Lieut.
Colonel, 2 Captains, 4 Subalterns, 3 Serjeants, and 38 Rank
and File Wounded.

Names of Officers Wounded.

Glengary Light Infantry, Lieu. Colonel M-<Donell,
Captain Jenkins severely, Licutt, M<Kay.
Militia—Captain J. M<Donnell, Lieut, Empy severely,
Lieut'. M*Lean and Lieut, Mc<Dermott,
(Signed) James Rowax
Dep’. Asst. Adjt. G

Archives, C. 678, p. 100.
From Macdonell at Prescott to [Harvey] at Kingston.

Prescott February 25" 1813,
Sir,

In my hasty dispatch of the 22¢ Inst. T was unable to
detail the operations of that day—I now have the honour to
acquaint you, for the information of His Excellency The
Commander of The Forces, that, immediately on his de-
parture from this post on that morning, I commenced my
arrangement for the demonstration he had authorized me
to make, by drawing in my Night picquets, &, to gain time,
made my disposition for the movement without waiting for
the troops of the line to take off their watch coats, which I
afterwards much regretted when I found the depth of the
snow on the Enemy’s shore—M]y principal column, on the
left, consisted of about 120 of the King’s Regiment & 30 of
the Newfoundland, with about 230 of the Militia—

My Right Column was composed of the Right flank
Company of the Glengarry Light Infantry & 70 Militia, &
was commanded [by] Captain Jenkins of the Glengarry Regi-
ment—I advanced with my principal Column in front of the
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Enemy’s right as did my other Corps on his left, on the
signal of a Gun, which I fired, with a view, principally, to
Touse the Enemy, that I might judge from his appearance
of the propriety of an Assault—It was past seven oclock when
I began to cross the River—I could plainly discover with
my glass that the Enemy’s force would prove no great obstacle,
compared with the advantage attending success, which the
confidence I had in the gallantry of my troops convinced me
would be the result.
As I advanced, I conceived additional hopes of success &
determined on the assault—My advanced Guard consisting
of the Company of the Newfoundland & volunteer light
Company of the Militia, moved quickly on under the com-
mand of Staff Adjutant Ridge of the King’s Regiment, &
was followed by the detachment of the King’s Regiment
under Captain Eustace, & the Militia under Colonel Fraser
& Captain Le Lievre of the Newfoundland Regiment—The
Enemy’s advanced Battery opened on the flank of this Column,
Which was soon after exposed to the direct fire of Grape &
Cannister shot from a twelve, nine & six pounder—Here the
depth of ‘snow & the commanding position of the Enemy’s
ine of musquetry gave him a great advantage of fire.—Being
determined to carry everything with the Bayonet I pushed
o0 my advance which was gallantly led on by Staff Adjutant
Ridge & nobly supported by Captain Eustace & the detach-
ment of the Kings & well followed up by the Militia—The
advance took the Guns in front & the King’s rushed up a
Parallel street to flank them, &, driving the Enemy’s Infantry,
carried the Guns one of which was turned upon them—
ving them in charge of a division of the Militia, the Column
Pursued the Enemy thro’ the main Street leading to the
lzldge over the Black River, under a galling fire from the
Windows, & from the Guns in the old fort when it had gained
the high bank of this River—The men being much fatigued
& out of breath I then halted & lined this height with the
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King’s Regiment, keeping a reserve of Militia in Column
& detaching small parties on my left flank to dislodge the
Enemy from the houses & woods—My field pieces now came
up from the bank of the §t Laurence, where we had left
them sticking in the snow, & were ably directed by Ensign
MacKay of the Glengarry Light Infantry & Ensign Kerr of
the Militia & the Royal & Militia Artillery—It required
some rounds of grape & round shot to silence the musquetry
from the Windows—1I now detached my advance & a Company
of Militia to take a twelve pounder on the eastern Battery
near the large Store which they soon effected—In the interim
my right Column was gallantly led on by Captain Jenkins
at the head of his own Company in advance in extended
order and supported by his Militia, as a reserve—He kept
pace with my Column & moved on as rapidly as the snow,
which had drifted very deep, the preceding evening, would
admit—In their eagerness to reach the Enemy they also
lost breath, but notwithstanding pushed on bravely in face
of very heavy fire of five guns, & when he had gallantly led
them on to within charging distance, he fixed bayonets &
pushed forward, but had not proceeded many paces, when
his left arm (which he has since lost) was smashed to pieces
with a grape shot & his Right immediately after severely
lacerated by cannister, but he still ran on cheering his men
to the attack, till his arms dangling useless before him &
becoming faint with loss of blood, he was compelled to stop
—His Company continued to advance with Lieutt, Macauly
& Ensign Macdonell, but the reserve not being able to keep
up with them & being quite exhausted, they were compelled
to fall back about the time that my Column gained the
height on the other flank—Having soon formed my storming
party, I sent in a flag to the Fort to require an immediate
surrender on pain of being put to the Bayonet—The Enemy
refused to comply “ without more fighting ”—I immediately
ordered a charge & Captain Eustace with Ensigns Powell
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& Lowrie (the latter of whom had left a sick bed to join his .
Company) & his men gallantly rushed on to the charge
covered by a three pounder under Ensign Kerr, but the men,
cheering loudly, prevented my orders being distinctly heard,
to keep the road which lead to the proper declivity to descend
to the River—This however enabled me to form them in a
better manner with the Company of the Newfoundland &
Glengary Militia, under cover of a large building, & again
they pushed on & entered the fort, just as the Enemy had
€Vacuated it on the opposite side & was retiring to the woods
—If Captain Skinner & the Indians had not been detached in
the morning as an escort to His Excellency, I would have
employed him in intercepting the Enemy on his retreat &
would unquestionably have captured the whole Garrison,
which retreated that day fourteen miles, leaving Officers
& 70 men prisoners—The Enemy’s force consisted of about
500 men including Militia—The action lasted about One
hour & a half—The Gallantry displayed by all ranks under
My command was highly gratifying—The Regular troops
Including the Royal Artillery maintained the high character
of their respective Corps & their example was nobly followed
by the Militia—I was well supported by Colonel Fraser of |
the Militia & Lieutenant Colonel Fraser of the same Corps
Who joined me towards the close of the action, & I am much
Indebted to Captain Le Lievre, for his active superintendance
of tl}is force, to which I had attached him, & for his occasional
3ervice at the Artillery—The Officers of the King’s Regiment
ave my warmest commendation—The name of Ensign
Powell, who was wounded by a bayonet was omitted in the
Teturn I had the honour of forwarding to you—I cannot
sufficiently admire the heroic bravery of Captain Jenkins who
Speaks in such high terms of his gallant Company, that I
Am convinced they would themselves have carried the fort
& Guns with the bayonet if he had not been disabled—Lieu-
tenant Gaugreben of the Royal Engineers rendered essential
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service in bringing up the reserve of this Column after his
gun had been disabled by a shot from the Enemy—I must
not omit to mention the brave conduct of the Newfoundland
Company who had no Officer of that Regiment with them
& led the advance Guard—Having dislodged the Enemy
from houses and woods I detached the Indians, whom the
Cannonade had brought back to me, to pursue him, but
without effect—I took the necessary precautions to secure
my position & emptying the Magazine, burnt the old &
new Barracks, together with two Schooners & the gun boats,
Guard houses, scows & boats &c & in a few hours evacuated
the town, after carrying off all the Ordnance, Commissariat &
Marine stores, and a quantity of camp equipage & clothing—
I have the honour to be
Sir, Your most obedient humble Servt,
G. MacponeLr Lieutt. Colonel
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Archives, C. 1170, p. 126,

G.0. Niagara, 1** March 1813.

The Head Quarters of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment
I8 to be removed to York; Colonel Pearson will give the
Decessary Orders and Instructions for Major Heathcote
Proceeding with such proportion of the Regiment now at
gingston, as can be spared from the Marine Service at that

ost.

In consequence of the Severe Wounds of Colonel St.
George incapaciating [sic] him from the Discharge of his
duty as Inspecting Field Officer, Lieutenant Colonel War-

urton is directed to proceed immediately to Ambherstburg,

and place himself under the Orders of Brigadier General
rocter, '

(signed) Epwarp Bavnes
Adjutt. Gen'. N.A.

Archives, C. 797, p. 60.
Copy.
Instructions from Major General Sheaffe to Brig" General

Procter, for the formation of a Corps in the Western
27
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District of Upper Canada, which is to be commanded

by Colonel Caldwell.

B GEN* PROCTER’S REPORT.

Sandwich March 20th 1813

Brig® General Procter is fully of
Opinion that Colonel Caldwell is
the properest person to command
the proposed Corps.

It is to be regretted that the
recruiting for this Corps should be
strictly confined to the District in-
stead of being limited in the number
to be taken from other Districts.

This Corps would supersede the
necessity of ever having recourse
to the Militia, but in the event of
absolute invasion, when required en
Masse.

Every Article of Necessaries is
very dear here. But if the Militia
are to have the allowance in ques-
tion, it may be the same as theirs.

The raising of the Corps pro-
posed or any other in this District
on these terms is entirely out of the
question—Women & children can
scarcely ever be with the proposed
Corps, and a larger proportion it
would be politic to provision than
are allowed to other Corps.

This Corps may be expected
often to feed itself at the Enemy’s
expense.

This Corps should be armed
similarly to the Indians.

It is supposed that the North
& South West Companies might
afford some assistance in this
respect. Under present circum-
stances, the proposed Corps is re-
quisite to render our Indian Force
here a disposable one, and to bring
it in any degree under Military
influence or direction,

INsTRUCTIONS FROM M G: SHEAFFE
TO B GENERAL PrROCTER

Head Quarters York, 5 March 181 3

Major General Sheaffe is pleased
to authorize the formation of a
Corps in the Western District under
the direction of Brig”, Genl. Procter,
to be Commanded by Col. Caldwell
of Amherstburgh,

This Corps to be composed of as
great a number of men fit for the
purpose as can be raised in the
Western District, who do not belong
to the Militia of any other District,

For each man of this Corps a
Sum will be granted to furnish an
Outfit, and Brig”. General Procter
will state what sum in his opinion
would be adequate to the purpose.

The Pay and allowances of this
Corps will be the same as those of
the other Troops ; and Rations will
be issued to their wives and chil-
dren in the same proportion, and in
the like manner as to the wives
& children of Soldiers of the line—
Clothing, Arms & Accoutrements
will be provided for it.

The Major General desires it to
be understood that the Service of
this Corps is to be confined to the
Acting with the Indians or in their
own District, unless on some press-
ing emergency, it should be re-
quisite to employ them in some
other part of the Province, or
otherwise, as is required of the

‘Militia generally.
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* A dark green plain  Jacket,
Grey Pantaloons, and a low Bucket
Cap, quite Plain, is the fittest dress.
I shall by next opportunity be able
to speak more fully on this head.

It is supposed that from Two
hundred & forty to perhaps Five
hundred men may be raised in this
District ; and that for the Service
In question Sixty men would be the

St proportion to a Captain, and
two Subalterns.

e Brigadier would wish to
Dominate two Captains, the One
1S'emor of the Corps, being from the
ne, and the Paymastership.

Colonel Caldwell to whom it is
hoped the situation of Lt. Colonel
ay be given, proposes his four
~O0NS—two as Captains—indeed it
18 conceived that the nomination
Or rather recommendation should,
38 much as possible, be left to him.
~Itis a peculiar kind of Service, &
requires Officers particularly Suited
10 it.—No individual can be admis-
Sable but of determined courage
and hardy constitution. — Indi-
Viduals who come often or con-
tinue long on the Sick List, except
trq wounds, cannot continue in
this Corps, or the intention of form-
1ng the Corps will not be answered.

lSeveml applications have been
already made which have been
answered as above.

IA‘ Corps to serve with the
ndians, from the nature of that

29

Brigadier General Procter will
Report the probable Number of
men that may be raised, and the
proportion of Officers proposed for
them, and the Nomination of
Officers he would wish to reserve
for himself, as well as those which
Colonel Caldwell may be desirous
to make, with the names of the
Gentlemen recommended for ap-
pointments.

The Engagément of the men is
to be for the duration of the War
with the United States.

Brig™. General Procter will report,
if a Corps of this description can-

* The clothing proposed in this article resembles that provided for
aspge‘r Canada by His Excellency’s direction—the scarlet collar and cuff,
o bemg perhaps too conspicuous, might be taken off and green, brown,
° black substituted : the proportion of the clothing and articles of
a‘lmlmlent Intended for Amherstburgh would probably be sufficient for

greater number than will be obtained for this corps. '

R H SHEAFFE.
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service, being exposed not only to
an extraordinary wear and Tear of
Necessaries, but also to the occa-
sional loss of them very often, and
being also from their” State pre-
cluded from the practice of economy
could not exist on the same pay as
the regular or any other kind of
Troops in His Majesty’s Service.—

Colonel Butler’s Corps of Rangers
which stood the test of a long War,
in which they were constantly and
most actively employed, and found
of the greatest use in the descrip-
tion of Service in question : I would
propose as a guide in the rates of
pay—The Privates to receive daily
2s/6d. and 4s York Currency,
according to their Capacity and
utility—

Non Commissioned Officers in
proportion. It is conceived that
not less than two hundred and
forty Men would answer the pro-
posed purpose ; and it is hoped that
they might be speedily raised, in
four or five Companies.

A Company of Rifles may it is
hoped be raised on the Thames by
the Dolsons, who of course would
be the Captain & Subaltern—

One Company it is hoped may
be raised in the Territory, whence,
of course, the Captain at least must
be taken. It may become a ques-
tion the withholding the larger Pay
until the Companies are complete,

The present Season is favorable
for recruiting—When the Authority
is given, no further time shall be
lost in recruiting and rendering the
proposed Corps as efficient, & as
useful as possible. And ag the
Brigadier gains further information
on the Subject he will report to
Major General Sheaffe.

(signed) HENRY Procrer
Brig". General.

THE CANADIAN WAR OF 1812

not be formed with the ordinary
pay, what in his opinion would be
sufficient, and how much he would
himself recommend—He will add
any other suggestions which may
offer themselves to him as calcu-
lated to promote the object of this
Plan, which is to be “considered
rather as a proposition to be re-
ported on, than an Order to be
acted on. It is supposed that a
Company only can be formed in
the first instance, Brig®. General
Procter will please to furnish
Speedily all the information in his
power on the Subject.
{signed) R H SHEAFFE
M.G. &c.
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Archives, C. 797, p. 64.

Extract of a Letter from the Military Secretary to Major

Gen'. Sir Roger H. Sheaffe B'., Dated Quebec 16t April
1813.

“The Commander of the Forces having had under his
consideration, the proposed Conditions for the formation of
a Corps of Rangers in the Western district of Upper Canada
Unf:ler Col: Caldwell which accompanied your Letter to the
AdJ': Gen. of the 27** ulto., I am commanded by His Excellen?
to Signify to you, that, the terms suggested by Brig*. Gen',

focter, are by far more extensive than were ever in Con-
templation, and it is his wish, that an experiment of one
or Two Companies only, should in the first instance be made,
the Propriety therefore of encreasing the Establishment
beyond that Strength, would depend upon the success which
May attend the formation of the Company or two, agreeably
to Sir Geo. Prevost’s original intentions.”

Archives, C. 678, p. 167,
York 19** April 1813

EXtrac.t of a Letter from Brig®. General Procter dated Sand-
wich April 3% 1813. to Major General Sir Roger H.
Sheaffe, Bt. : :

“ The Enemy are at the Foot of the Rapids—their strength
I have not been able exactly to ascertain, but they are well
Provided with Artillery, and some 18 p™. also Howitzers
They have an hundred Artillerists with three Officers.
Tecumthe is I have reason to believe on the way here.
have directed some Provisions to be sent to meet him.”



32 THE CANADIAN WAR OF 1812
Avchives, C. 678, p. 167.

Extract from a Letter from Gen. Procter Sandwich 9'* April

“ The Enemy are at the Foot of the Rapids of the Miami,
as already reported. General Harrison has returned to them.
Of Tecumthe I have not heard lately »

(Signed) Henry ProcTEr
Brig®. Gen'.
Commé.
True extracts.

RoserT R Lorine ADC

Archives, C. 678, p. 216.
From Prevost at Montreal to Procter at Detroit.

H? Q* Montreal 7 May 1813
Sir,

The Enemy having with a very superior force made an
attack upon York on the 27'* ult® & succeeded in getting
possession of that place obliging Maj* Gen!. Sheaffe to retire
upon Kingston I have thought it necessary to despatch to
you my Provincial Aid de Camp L. Col. De Boucherville
with intelligence of this circumstance. I am happy at the
same time to acquaint you that there is every prospect that
the triumph of the Enemy will be of short duration & that
if they have not already retired from the Province the measures
I am pursuing will in all probability soon oblige them to
relinquish whatever conquests they may have made in it.

Four hundred & fifty picked seamen under the command
of Sir J. L. Yeo with several Captains & Lieu* under him
have arrived from England for the Service of the Lakes &
are now near Montreal part of them having reached us this
m® who will proceed immediately to Upper Canada—

This most seasonable reinforcement will I hope enable
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us to regain an ascendancy upon Lake Ontario. I am also
strengthening the Forts in that Province by additional troops
—And I shall not fail to supply you with whatever you may
stand in need of as soon as your wants are made known to
me—Under such circumstances I trust I may confidently
rely upon a continuance of your best exertions for repelling
any attack of the Enemy upon your frontier & for preventing

them from getting a footing in the Province
[Not signed]

Archives, C. 678, p. 261.
From Procter at Sandwich to Prevost at Quebec.

Sandwich May 14" 1813
Sir

The usual Communication being interrupted by the
Capital of the Province being in the Possession of the Enemy,
I have judged it expedient to make a direct Report to your
Excellency of our Operations and present State in this
District.

In the Expectation of being able to reach the Enemy, who
had taken Post near the Foot of the Rapids of the Miami,
before the Reinforcement and Supplies could arrive for which
only he waited to commence active Operations against us,
I determined to attack him without Delay, and with every
Means in my Power; but from the necessary Preparations,
and some untoward Circumstances it was not in my Power
to reach him within three Weeks of the Period I had pro-
posed, and at which he might have been captured or destroyed.
From the incessant and heavy Rains we experienced, and
during which our Batteries were constructed, it was not
until the Morning of the 1t Inst, the fifth Day after our
Arrival at the Mouth of the River, 12 Miles from the Enemy,
that our Batteries could be opened. Illness from excessive

Fatigue deprived me of the Services early of the only Artillery
VOL. II. C
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Officer, on an Occasion, when three would have found ample
Employment. The Enemy who occupied several Acres of
commanding Ground strongly defended by Blockhouses
and Batteries well furnished with Ordnance, had during
our Approach so completely entrenched, and covered him-
self as to render unavailing every Effort of our Artillery tho’
well served, and in Batteries most judiciously placed, and
constructed under the able Direction of Captain Dixon of
the Royal Engineers ; of whose Ability and unwearied Zeal,
shewn particularly on this Occasion, I cannot speak to highly.
Tho’ our Attack has not answered the Purpose intended, I
have the Satisfaction to inform your Excellency of the
fortunate Result of an Attack of the Enemy, aided by a Sally
of most of their Garrison, made on the Morning of the gtb
Ins*. by a Reinforcement, which descended the River, a
considerable Distance, in a very short Time, consisting of two
Corps of Kentucky Militia, Dudleys and Boswells, amount-
ing to 1300 Men, under the Command of Brig®. General
Green Clay. The Attack was very sudden, and on both
Sides of the River. The Enemy were for a few Minutes in
Possession of our Batteries, and took some Prisoners. After
a severe Contest tho’ not of long Continuance, the Enemy
gave way and excepting the Body of those who sallied from
the Fort, must have been mostly killed or taken. In this
decisive Affair, the Officers & Men of the 41 Regiment
who charged, and routed the Enemy near the Batteries well
maintained the long established Reputation of the Corps.
Where all deserve Praise it is difficult to distinguish. Captain
Muir an old Officer who has seen much Service, had the
good Fortune to be in the immediate Command of these
brave Men. Besides my Obligations to Captain Chambers
for his unwearied Exertions, preparatory to, and on the
Expedition, as DAQMG, I have to notice his Gallant Con-
duct in the Attack of the Enemy near the Batteries, at the
Point of the Bayonet, a Service in which he was well sup-
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ported by Lieutenants Bullock 41t Regiment and Le Breton
of the RNF Land Regt. The Courage and Activity dis-
played throughout the whole Scene of Action by the Indian
Chiefs & Warriors contributed largely to our Success. I
have not been able to ascertain the Amount of Prisoners in
Possession of the Indians. I have sent off, agreeable to the
Agreement, near 500 Prisoners to the River Huron, near
Sandusky. I have proposed an Exchange, which is referred
to the American Government. I could not ascertain the
Amount of the Enemy’s Loss in Killed, from the Extent
of the Scene of Action, and mostly in the Woods. I conceive
his Loss to have been between a thousand and twelve Hundred
Men in Killed and Prisoners. These unfortunate People
were not Volunteers, and complete Kentucky’s Quota. If
the Enemy had been permitted to receive his Reinforce-
ments and Supplies undisturbed, I should have had, at this
critical Juncture, to contend with him for Detroit, or perhaps
on this Shore. I had not the Option of retaining my
Situation on the Miami, if it had appeared to me, a judicious
Measure. The mode in which the Militia turned out rajsed
Hopes & Expectations that were very far from being realized
in the Sequel. The Day after the enclosed Letter was
received half of the Militia had left us, and the Remainder
declared their Determination not to remain longer. I also
received a Deputation from the Indian Chiefs, counseling me
to return, as they could not prevent their People, as was their
Custom after any Battle of consequence, returning to their
Villages, with their Wounded, their Prisoners and Plunder,
of which they had taken a considerable Quantity in the
Boats of the Enemy. Before the Ordnance could be with-
drawn from the Batteries, I was left with Tecumthe and Less
than twenty Chiefs and Warriors. A Circumstance which
strongly proves, that, under present Circumstances at least,
our Indian Force is not a disposable one, or permanent, tho’
Occasionally a most powerful Aid. I have, however, brought
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off all the Ordnance, and indeed, have not left any Thing
behind. Part of the Ordnance was embarked under the
Fire of the Enemy. The Service on which we have been
employed has been, tho’ short, a very severe one, and too
much Praise cannot be given to both Officers & Men for the
Cheerfulness with which, on every Occasion, they met the
Service. To Lieu*. Colonel Wharburton I feel many Obliga-
tions for the Aid he zealously afforded me, on every Occasion.
From my Brigade Major Lieu'. M¢Lean, I received the same
zealous Assistance as on former Occasions. To Captain
Mockler, who acted as my Aid de Camp, I am much indebted,
for the Assistance he afforded me. Lieutt. Le Breton of the
RNFL Regt., assistant Engineer, by his unwearied Exertions
rendered essential Service, as did also Lieut: Gardiner of
the 41°t Reg'. from his Science in Artillery. The Royal
Artillery in the laborious Duties they performed displayed
their usual unwearied Zeal, and were well assisted by the
Royal Newf? Land under Lieu®. Garden as additional Gunners.
The Laborious Duties which the Marine under the Command
of Commodore Hall have performed, have been most chee[r]-
fully met, and the most essential Service rendered. I have
the Honor to send an Embarkation Return of the Force
that served under my Command at the Miami, exclusive
of Indians who may be stated at twelve Hundred. I also
enclose a Return of our Killed, wounded, and Prisoners
who have however, been exchanged. I had taken upon me,
to give the Rank of Major to the six Captains of the Line
as Militia were to be employed, on the same Service, with
them. Some of them are old Officers, all of them deserving.
Any Mark of Your Excellency’s Approbation of them would
be extremely grateful to me. I beg Leave to mention the
four Volunteers of the 41°* Regiment, Wilkinson, Richardson,
Laing and Procter as deserving of Promotion. Your Excellency
will perceive that the Reinforcement you intended I should
have long since received, has not been sent ; nor do I expect
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to receive any, whilst, any Circumstance may seem to justify
their Detention. I had only half the 41°* Regt. before the
late Action. Daily Experience more strongly proves that a
regular Force is absolutely requisite to ensure the Safety
of this District; and which may be endangered by the
Detention of the intended Reinforcement. My Brigade
Major Lieutt. M°Lean, who is the Bearer of my Report, will
be able to give your Excellency any further Information
relative to this District, or our late Movements that may be
required. I hope my sending him, and by the only secure
Route at present, will meet with your Excellency’s Appro-
bation.
I have the Honor to be
Sir,
With the highest Respect,
Your most Obedient Servant
Hexry ProctTeEr
Brig®. General com®.

I beg to acknowledge the indefatigable Exertions of the
Commissariat.
' Henry ProcrEr
B* Gen' coms®

Archives, C. 1170, p. 214.

G.0. Kingston 21** May 1813.

The Commander of the Forces has great satisfaction in
announcing to the Troops, the brilliant result of an action
which took place on the banks of the Miami River on the §*t
Inst. with part of the North Western Army of the United
States under Major General Harrison, and which terminated
in the complete defeat of the Enemy, and the capture dis-
persion or destruction of 1300 Men by the Gallant division
of the Army under the Command of Brig®. General Procter
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—Five hundred Prisoners were taken, exclusive of those who
fell into the hands of the Indians, and whose numbers could
not be ascertained—

Brigt. General Procter praises the gallant behaviour of
the Troops and refers his official dispatch, not yet received.

The Enemy’s loss was very great, while that of the British
amounted only to 14 Rank and File Killed—One Subaltern—
4 Serjeants and 37 Rank and File Wounded—Militia One
Captain Killed—4 Rank and File Wounded.

(Signed) Epw®. Baynss
Adj*. Gen'. N.A.

NARRATIVE DOCUMENTS
GROUP 1V (continued)
OPERATIONS IN THE WEST, 1813

Unitep States Lake Erie FrRoNTIER : 2. ForT StEPHENSON,
Avugust 2, 1813

Archives, C. 679, p. 177.

From Procter at Sandwich to McDouall at .

Sandwich July 4% 1813
My dear Sir

Tho I had not the Pleasure of hearing from you by the
last Opportunity I flatter myself that you are still with the
Army whose Movements are of so much Consequence to us.
In my last Letter I mentioned that I conceived it requisite,
the whole of the 41 Reg*. should be in this District, with as
little Delay as possible. I have only to say, that the De-
tention of the Force ordered here, by the Comm’. of the
Forces, has prevented this District being in a State of Security,
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which the Destruction of the Enemy’s Vessels at Presqu’isle
would have effected. A Service that might very easily have
been completely effected, a very short Time since; but
which I apprehend may now be attended with much Difficulty.
I should also have had it in my Power to have supplied myself
at the Enemy’s Expence, with Provisions ; of which we have
not an adequate Supply at present. I shall not make the
Attempt willingly, on Presqu’isle, except I have the whole of
the first Battalion, which I have Reason to believe there is
not any real Intention of sending me, notwithstanding His
Excellency’s Orders. I believe the Intention is to detain a
Portion of the Corps, whom they have found very usefull
such as Artificers, additional Gunners, Clerks, and Servants.
So much Consideration is there for the Corps, or for me. It
is the Inconvenience that Individuals would suffer, that has
caused the Detention of the 41°* Reg". in the Niagara District,
so long after it was ordered here. I am sorry to tell you
that the 41°t has lost all it’s Books which were very complete,
and consequently every Register, every Document. An
irretrievable Loss. The total Want of Military Artificers
in this District, has been very injurious to the Service here,
and you know that no Corps in this District can spare
additional Gunners to the other District. We have not
above five & twenty Gunners serviceable. I feel myself
fortunate that you are still with the Army ; if you were not,
General Vincent would not be left at Liberty to consider
me at all. I begin to think you have Dickson with you.
If he can be spared, which I suppose will soon be the Case,
he would be a powerful Assistant to me, and might soon
reach Long Point. I am sorry to say that from the repeated,
and recent Treacheries of the Inhabitants of the River
Raisin Settlement it will not any longer be in my Power
to preserve it.

Our Safety or rather that of the Territory is absolutely
endangered by them.—

They sent Information to the Enemy, by which they had
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nearly cut off a Party of Indians. I understand that Mr
Harrison has a Body of Horse and that on their Vessels being
ready, we are to be attacked in different Quarters, The
Enemy have certainly paid a Visit, last Week at the said
Settlement, where I as certainly would have a Post, had I the
Means. I must mention the Wants among others, of Money,
and Indian Powder. I hope for some agreeable Information
from your Quarter, very shortly,

In the Mean Time believe me

truly Your
Henry Procrer.

July 5. Dickson left Mackinac twelve Days since for
this Place.

HP

Archives, C. 679, p. 181.

From Procter at Sandwich to Prevost at Kingston.

Sandwich

July 4** 1813
Sir

I have the honor to acknowledge the Receipt of your
Letter of the 4* Ult>:; and am fully sensible that this
District has received a due Share of your Excellency’s
Attention. I beg to add that if T had received from the
Niagara Line, the Reinforcements which you directed should
be sent, I should by this Time, have had it in my Power,
by the Destruction of the Enemy’s Vessels, in the harbour
of Presqu’isle, to have placed the Dock Yard, and Post of
Ambherst in a State of Security, that, under existing Circum-
stances, it cannot be said they are in at present, however,
tho’ certainly more difficult to be effected it may not be
too late, if agreeable to Requisition, the Remainder of the
41" Reg'. are immediately sent to Long Point. There seems
to have been, with Respect to the Provincial Marine, a general
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Error, which cannot Rest with me, as I early reported to
Maj. Gen' Sir R Sheaffe that an entire Change was as
requisite on this as on the lower Lake. Captain Barclay
also arrived here in Error. I am confident of the most
cordial Cooperation and Aid from Captain Barclay whose
Arrival lessened considerably my Anxiety. I have the
Honor to transmit a Letter from him to me, for your
Excellency’s Consideration. I have also to mention his
strong Desire to have some more of the R.N.Fland Reg':
as his greatest Reliance is on those of that Corps at present
employed as Marines. The Service in this District has
been much impeded by the total want of military Artificers.
I have Reason to apprehend, an Intention of detaining in the
other District a Portion of the 41°t Reg®: whom they have
found usefull as Artificers and others, which if so, I heartily
hope will not be sanctioned. We have scarcely the Means
of constructing even a Blockhouse. I have the Pleasure
to acquaint your Excellency that M* Dickson was at Mackinac
on the eleventh Ult°, but whether he is on the Route here,
or gone by Lake Huron to York, I cannot at present say.
The Weather has been much against him lately. He had
succeeded to the full Extent of his Hopes among the Indian
Tribes. I understand that M* Harrison has arrived at
Fort Meggs on the Miami, with a Body of horse, with
which he is to advance into the Territory of Michigan whilst
the Flotilla, is to land Troops on our Shore. Each of the
Corvettes seen by Captain Barclay he thinks equal to His
M Ship the Queen Charlotte, there were eleven Vessels
in the Harbour of Presqu’isle. It will not any longer, from
the repeated, and recent Treacheries of the Inhabitants on
the River Raisin be in my Power to save that Settlement.
They endanger the Safety of the Territory. They conveyed
Intelligence to the Enemy which nearly caused a Party of
Indians to be cut off. It is incumbent on me to acquaint
Your Excellency that the Service has been much impeded
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by the very scanty and irregular Supplies of money which
have been received by the Commissariat in this District.
I have the honor to be
With the highest Respect
Your Excellency’s Most Obedient Servant
Henry Procter
Brig®. General com®.

Archives, C. 679, p. 371.
From Procter at Sandwich to Prevost at Kingston.

Sandwich
August g** 1813

Sir

It being absolutely requisite, for several urgent Reasons,
that my Indian Force should not remain unemployed, and
being well aware that it would not be moveable except
accompanied by a regular Force, I resolved, notwithstanding
the Smallness of that Force to move, and where we might
be fed at the Expense of the Enemy. I had however the
Mortification to find that, instead of the Indian Force being
a disposable one, or under my Direction, our Movements
would be subject to the Caprices and Prejudices of the
Indian Body, to the Degree in which my regular Force was
disproportionate to their Numbers. For several Days after
the Arrival of M* R Dickson his Indians were restrainable,
and tractable to a Degree that I could not have conceived
possible. I am sorry to add that they have been contami-
nated, by the other Indians. I was, very contrary to my
Judgement, necessitated to go to the Miami, in the Vicinity
of the Enemy’s Fort, where I remained a few Days, in the
Hope that General Harrison might come to the Relief of
the Fort, which was invested, in the Indian Mode, when
finding that the Indians were returning to Detroit and
Amherstburg I moved to lower Sandusky where however
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we could not muster more Hundreds of Indians than I might
reasonably have expected thousands. The Neighbourhood
of Sandusky, and the Settlement on the Huron River, eight
Miles below it could have afforded Cattle sufficient to have
fed my whole Indian Force for some Time, had they been
induced to accompany us. Sandusky is nearly fifty Miles,
‘by Water, from Lake Erie; and nearly forty from several
Points whence strong Reinforcements might be expected ;
I could not therefore with my very small Force remain more
than two Days, from the Probability of being cut off, and of
being deserted by the Few Indians who had not already
done so. The Fort at Sandusky is composed of Blockhouses
connected by Picketing which they flank, and is calculated
for a Garrison of five or six hundred Men. On Viewing the
Fort I formed an Opinion entirely different from any Person
under my Command. The general Idea being that the
Garrison did not exceed fifty Men, and that the Fort could
be easily carried by Assault. On the Morning of the 2¢
Instant the Gentlemen of the Indian Department, who
have the direction of it, declared formally their decided
Opinion that unless the Fort was stormed we should never
be able to bring an Indian Warrior into the Field with us,
and that they proposed, and were ready to storm one Face
of the Fort, if we would attempt another. I have also to
observe, that, in this Instance, my Judgement had not that
Weight with the Troops, I hope, I might reasonably have
expected. If I had withdrawn, without having permitted
the Assault, as my Judgement certainly dictated, much
Dissatisfaction would have followed me, and I could scarcely
have reconciled to myself to have continued to direct their
Movements. I thus with all the Responsibility resting
on me, was obliged to yield to Circumstances I could not
possibly have prevented. The Troops, after the Artillery
had been used for some Hours, attacked two Faces, and,
Impossibilities being attempted failed. The Fort, from
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which the severest Fire I ever saw was maintained during
the Attack, was well defended. The Troops displayed the
greatest Bravery, the much greater Part of whom reached
the Fort and made every Effort to enter: but the Indians
who had proposed the Assault, and had it not been assented
to, would have ever stigmatized the British Character, scarcely
came into Fire, before they ran off out of it’s Reach. A more
than adequate Sacrifice having been made to Indian Opinion,
I drew off the brave Assailants who had been carried away
by a High Sense of Honor to urge too strongly the Attack.
I enclose a Disembarcation Return which will shew how
small my disposable Force was. The Enemy had a six
pounder; and smaller one in the Fort. I also enclose a
Return of the Killed, wounded, and Missing. Our Loss
tho’ severe, and much to be regretted, is Less, every Thing
considered, than could have been expected. You will
perceive that the Indian Force is seldom a disposable one,
never to be relied on, in the Hour of Need ; and only to be
found useful in Proportion as we are independent of it. Ten
Indians were surprised on a Plain near Sandusky, and were
cut to Pieces. The Indians have always had a Dread of
Cavalry, of which the Enemy have a considerable Number.
A Troop of the 19'* would be of the greatest Service here,
in the Confidence they would give to our mounted Indjans,
I have experienced much Deficiency in my Artillery ; another
Officer at least, is absolutely requisite, and one of Science
and Experience. The Enemy’s Defenses are composed of
Wood, if we knew how to burn them, as they did ours at
Fort George, M". Harrison’s Army must have been destroyed
long since. The Enemy’s Vessels are out of Presqu’isle
Harbour, and so decidedly stronger than ours, that Captain
Barclay has been necessitated to return to Ambherstburg, and
with all Haste to get the new Vessel ready for Sea, which
she will be, in eight or ten Days at farthest, and then only
want Hands. Whatever may happen, to be regreted, may
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be fairly attributed to the Delays in sending here the Force
your Excellency directed should be sent. Had it been sent
at once, it could have been used to the greatest advantage,
but, it arrived in such small Portions, and with such Delays,
that the Opportunities have been lost. The Enemy are in
great Numbers at Presqu’isle, and have been already re-
inforc’d at Fort Meggs. General Harrison’s Head Quarters
are near lower Sandusky where he arrived on the 3¢ Instant.
I must now look for the Enemy, from two Quarters, and will
have to meet them with my small Force divided, for the
Indians will make no stand without us. You will probably
hear of the Enemy’s Landing shortly at Long Point, whence
they may gain the Rear of the Centre Division, and also
affect my Supplies. An Hundred & fifty Sailors would have
effectually obviated this Evil. I apprehend the Enemy’s
rapid advance to the River Raisin in Force, & establishing
himself there which he can do surprisingly soon. If I had
the means I would establish a Post at that River, but not
having two or three Hundred Men to send there it is not
in my Power. I must entreat your Excellency to send me
more Troops, even the second Battalion of the 41°* Reg': tho
weak would be extremely acceptable. If the Enemy should
be able to establish themselves in the Territory it will
operate strongly against us with our Indian Allies. Your
Excellency may rely on my best Endeavours, but I rely on
the Troops alone, and they are but Few, and I am necessitated
to man the Vessels with them. I have never desponded,
nor do I now, but I conceive it my Duty to state to Your
Excellency the Inadequateness of my Force.
I have the Honor to be
With much Respect
Your Excellency’s Obedient Servant
Henry ProcTEr
Brig®. General com?®
August 12*
1813.
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Archives, C. 679, p. 476.

From [Prevost] at St. David’s to Procter at .

[Rough draft, unsigned.)

Hd Quarters—S* Davids
August—22—18i13.
Major Gen!. Procter
Sir

I have had the honor to receive your letters of the gt®
& 18 Instt. The first I received at York, in my way to
the center Division & I cannot refrain from expressing my
regret at your having allowed the clamour of the Indian
Warriors to induce you to commit a part of your valuable
force in an unequal & hopeless combat.

You cannot be ignorant of the limited nature of the force
at my disposal, for the defence of an extensive frontier &
ought therefore not to count too largely upon my disposition
to strengthen the right division.

The 2¢ Batt® of the 41°* Reg'. is under orders to move
forward to your support but when it will arrive at Amherst-
burg is uncertain. I have also ordered a second Captain
of Artillery with a N.C. Off*. & 18 Gunners from Lower
Canada to reinforce your Division. Of the three Troop
Ships which arrived with De Meuron’s Regt' two have
conveyed to Halifax 500 Am®, Prisoners of War & the third
(the Dover) is laid up in consequence of my having directed
three fourths of her Officers & Seamen to be landed & sent
forward for the naval service on the Lakes—I have the
satisfaction to inform you that the first L* of that Ship with
50 or 60 Seamen are now at Kingston from whence they
are to be forwarded without delay to Amherstburg.—You
will make this circumstance known to Capt®. Barklay.

You will not fail in forwarding frequent & very particular
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details of the state of public affairs in the Western District,
& as the movement I have made to this place from the center
of operations has arisen in a great measure from my anxiety
respecting your situation, & altho’ it may be one of some
difficulty you cannot fail in honorably surmounting it not-
withstanding the numerical superiority of the enemys force
which I cannot but consider as overbalanced by the excellent
description of your Troops & Seamen valorous & well
disciplined.

The experience obtained by Sir Ja*. Yeo conduct towards
a Fleet infinitely superior to the one under his command
will satisfy Capt® Barclay that he has only to dare & the
Enemy is discomfited.

It will afford me much saitisfacton to learn that a spirit
of cordiality exists between the two services & that you
have succeeded in conciliating the well disposed Inhabitants
& that the Indian Warriors are once more able & willing to
assist powerfully in the defence of your position—I conclude
that M. Gen' de R requisition for the temporary aid of 4 or
500 Indians has been complied with by you & their Leaders.

Archives, C. 19, p. 208.

From Procter at Sandwich to Baynes at Kingston.

Sandwich
August 22¢ 1813
My dear Sir,

I have the Pleasure to acknowledge the Receipt of your
Letter of the 12** Ins*. and to beg you will accept of my best
thanks for the very handsome manner in which you inform
me of my Promotion as also for the very gratifying Terms
in which His Excellency’s Pleasure has been communicated
to me on this, and on former Occasions.

The Approbation of His Excellency the Commander of

the Forces affords me much Gratification, and I sincerely
VOL. 1I. D
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hope that whilst I have the Honor to serve under his Com-
mand no Effort of mine shall be wanting to attain it.
I have the Honor to be
Dear Sir,
With much Esteem
Your faithful Servant
Henry ProcTER
M. General com?®

Archives, C. 1171, p. 14.

G.0. Head Quarters Kingston.
Adjutant Gen®. Office 3*¢ Sept”. 1813—

His Excellency The Commander of the forces has Re-
ceived a Dispatch from Major Gen'. Procter reporting the
circumstance of an Attack, made by a Small portion of
Regular Troops, and a Body of Indian Warriors, on the 22¢
August, on the American Fort of Lower Sandusky, which
owing to the strength of the Enemy’s Works, which resisted
the fire of the light Field Guns brought against it—so that a
practicable breach could not be effected—as also from the
want of Sufficient Cooperation on the part of the Indian
Warriors, unused to that mode of Warfare, the assault was
not attended with that brilliant Success which has so uni-
formly signalized the gallant exertions of the Right Division.

‘The Major General extols the intrepid bravery displayed
by the Detachment under Brevet Lt. Colonel Short ; in en-
deavouring to force a Passage into the Enemy’s Fort, and
laments the loss of the brave Soldiers who have fallen in this
gallant although unsuccessful assault.—

Return of Killed and Wounded.

Captn, Sub. Serjt. DIS.  Rank & file
Killed . . .1 2 I 1 21
Wounded and Missing — — 1 _— 28
Wounded . . .2 1 2 1 35
3 3 4 2 84
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Killed, B*. L. Co'. Short, Lieut*. Gordon 41° Regiment, —
Lieut*. Lassaussiege Indian Department.
Wounded Capt®. Dixon Royal Engineers, Capt®. Muir &
L. M<Intyre 41°t Regt. all slightly.—
By His Excellency’s Command
(Sig?) Epwarp Bavnes,
Adjut*. General.
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OPERATIONS ON LAKE ONTARIO, SPRING OF
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1. York, April 27, 1813
2. Fort GEORGE, May 27, 1813

3. SAcKETT’s HARBOUR, May 29, 1813
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GROUP V

OPERATIONS ON LAKE ONTARIO, SPRING OF
1813

1. York, ApriL 27, 1813

Avchives, C. 728, p. 115.

From Sheaffe at Fort George to Prevost at .

Fort George 234 November 1812.
Sir,

I have this day received a packet from York containing a
letter from Colonel Vincent apprising me of the return of
Paymaster Brock of the 49'* Regiment from Sackett’s harbour,
and of the intelligence brought from thence by him ; it fully
confirms that which had been previously received through
several channels, of the activity of the Enemy in preparing
the most formidable means for establishing a superiority on
the lakes: if the weather at this advanced period should
counteract their design of employing them against us this
Season, and we should be fortunate enough to maintain our
military positiops in this Province during the winter, it
will require exertions of the most energetic kind to enable
us to contend with them in the Spring for the ascendancy
on the lakes, to obtain which engages the particular attention
of the American government as being necessary to the
attainment of what is evidently the main object of the

war, the possession of the Upper Province, with an ulterior
55
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view to establishing a control over the numerous Indian
Nations.

I have the honour of transmitting to Your Excellency a
copy of an Address which I have received from the Com-
mittee of the Executive Council of this province respecting
the comparative state of its Marine—the subject is indeed
interesting and has a special claim on the attention of the
Guardians of the public welfare.

I have the honour to be,

Your Excellency’s,
Most obedient,
humble Servant,
R. H. Suearre
M. Gen!. &c.
His Excellency
Sir George Prevost
&c &c &c

Archives, C. 728, p. 113.

Enclosure. Address from a Committee of the Executive Council
Upper Province to President Sheaffe.

[Copy]

To His Honor Roger Hale Sheaffe Esq™. President,
administering the Government of Upper Canada, and
Major General, Commanding his Majesty’s Forces in
the same &c &c &c.

May it please your Honor—

We trust that Your Honor will believe that the following
observations proceed from the purest motives, which we as
a Committee of the Executive Council do now submit to
your consideration.

We rejoice with our Fellow Subjects at the success which
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has hitherto attended his Majesty’s arms; but while re-
flecting with pleasure on the past, we cannot conceal our
anxiety for the future.

By Land our success has exceeded our hopes—not so
is our Warfare on the Lakes—Whether this is to be attri-
buted to inferiority of strength on our part, to accident,
which the wisest and bravest can neither forsee nor prevent,
or to the inexperience of our Naval Commanders, we presume
not, even to hint at an opinion.

But altho’ our hopes may have in some instances been
disappointed, nothing has as yet taken place, to lead us to
despair—much to excite our most active exertions.—If faith
is to be given to Report, and that not slightly founded, our
Enemies are using every effort to strengthen their marine
on the Lakes. At this moment, it is said, they are building
a Vessel, superior in force to any that has as yet appeared
on Lake Ontario: The consequences that will necessarily
follow, from the command of the,Lakes being in the power
of the United States, would be distressing in the extreme to
this Province.

We speak from the strongest conviction, we believe
it would be fatal.

But it is the farthest from our thoughts officiously to
interfere with such measures as may be deemed expedient
by those entrusted with Command; We only as Subjects,
and as Men who have everything that is valuable or dear
to them at Stake, offer our feeble aid, by stating with the
greatest deference and respect, to Your Honor, as President
of that Board to which we belong, our unanimous and solemn
opinion, that to strengthen our Marine on the Lakes, is
absolutely necessary, under existing circumstances ; for the
Defence and preservation of this Province.

(signed) ‘Tuomas Scorr

Chairman.
Nov*. 17** 1812.
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Archives, C. 728, p. 139.
From Gray at York to Prevost at —,

York 11** Dec’. 1812
Sir,

I had the honor to Report to your Excellency from
Kingston, upon certain points connected with the safety of
this Province. Since my arrival at this place, I have en-
deavoured to acquire such additional information relative to
the state and resources of our Marine, as to enable me to
submit such ideas for your Excellency’s consideration, as
appear to me best adapted to meet the exigencies of the
service.

The first consideration, I conceive, is to prevent, if
possible, our ships from falling into the enemy’s hand, till
we can procure Officers to command, and Seamen to man
them. This will be no easy task, as the moment the Naviga-
tion opens, the first object of the enemy will be to destroy,
or capture our Ships. They feel so confident of possessing
the means of effecting object [sic], that they make no secret
of their intentions. To guard against any attempt of this
nature, I should beg leave to recommend that 10 or 12 long
Guns (18° or 12®) may be sent up immediately, one half
to Kingston, and the other half to York; and placed in
situations best calculated to guard the shipping laid up, and
to protect such as it may be Judged expedient to build. I
imagine there is round shot enough of the Calibre above stated,
to supply the additional guns required. A few additional
Artillerymen would also be necessary, to assist in working
the guns. ‘This, as a measure of precaution, is calculated
upon the lowest scale, as I am aware of our limitted means
below. - I should not have proposed the measure, if I did
not see clearly what we have to expect in a few months.

In my last letter I had the honor of submitting a measure
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to your Excellency, which, if executed with promptitude,
might recover what we have lost. The more I reflect upon
that subject, the more I see grounds for hope, as well as fear.
What I apprehend is the probability there is of the enemy’s
strengthening his Post by temporary means, which he has
so much at his command, such as Abbatis, and Barricades
of Wood, of which he has plenty, and axe men and Carpenters
" in abundance. I know what an active enemy may do in that
way, and they have an idea that we may make the attempt.
The only alteration I would propose in the means of attack,
is some increase to the Field Artillery, to break down any
temporary Defenses (for such they must be as the season
will not admit of any other) which they may in the meantime
erect.

The other mode of proceeding (should this fail, or not be
adopted) is to endeavour to secure in Part what we have, and
build so as to keep pace with the enemy. For this purpose
I should submit that a Ship Corvette mounting 30, 32 p“.
carronades should be laid down at York, and two Vessels of
the Class of the Royal George built, one at Kingston, and the
other at Amherstburg. If these Vessels are built of Fir, or
in short of such Timber as comes first to hand, they may be
got ready by the time their Guns, Stores and Crews arrive in
the Spring. To carry this plan into effect, about 50 or 60
Ship Carpenters would be required. or if that number could
not be found ; Axemen might be substituted for a part of
them, as all idea of neatness in the execution of the Work
must be given up—Strength and dispatch are the objects
at present.

I have called upon the Master Builder for an Estimate of
the Articles required to be sent up for the Hulls ; But Capt®,
Stut can make that calculation with equal accuracy. The
difference of expence in the carriage of Stores by Land, or
water, is not a material object, compared with that which is
now at stake.
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I shall only add, that at Kingston there is but little pro-
tection afforded the Vessels from the Works on shore,—here
there is none.

I have the honor to be,

Your Excellency’s most obedient humble Servant,
A. Gray,
Actt, DV.Q.M.G.
His Excellency
Sir George Prevost, Bart.
&c—&ce—&c.

Archives, C. 728, p. 125.
From [Prevost] at Quebec to Gray at —.
[An unsigned and unfinished rough draft.]

Castle S Lewis,
Quebec 19'® Dec* 1812
Cap* Gray
Sir

I have rec? your letters of the 39 & 11" ins'. containing
your report upon the State of the Marine of the Upper
Province together with your suggestions upon the most
effectual mode of obtaining & preserving a naval superiority
on the Lakes—

I am fully aware both from your representations and from
what I have heard from other quarters of the low & inefficient
State of our naval establishment in the Upper Province & of
the necessity of the most vigorous exertions to place it upon
that footing as shall enable us with any hope or prospect of
success to meet the Force of the Enemy in that Q.

I have therefore made the strongest representations to
His Majestys Gov* at home which have been seconded by
Sir John Warren of the necessity of an immediate supply of
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Officers & Men for the Ships now upon the Lakes as well
as those to be built. A Mr. Plucknet an experienced officer
in the Kings Naval Yards has been appointed as Super-
intendent of the Dock Yards & of the work to be carried
on for the construction of the new Vessels & has already
proceeded together with 120 Shipwrights & Carpenters
to Upper Canada—thirty-four seamen are also on their way
& the Asst. Q. Master Gen!. has been directed to procure
as many men as can be obtained & a further supply of Ship-
wrights & Carpenters will be sent to you if required.

With these aids you will be enabled to enter upon the
execution of the plan you have submitted & of which I
approve of laying down at York a Ship Corvette to mount
30 32 p* Carronad® & two Vessels of the class of the Royal
George the one at Kingston & the of at Ambherstburg.

For the security of the vessels now on Lake Ontario & to
guard ag' any attempt of the Enemy to destroy them when
the Navigation opens I have directed 4 long 18 p* & 2 12 to
be forwarded from Quebec & 2 twelves from Montreal as
soon as it can be done consistent with the other Services
going on M. Clark having this day commenced the trans-
porting from England of the ordnance stores & necessary
for the two 18 Gun Vessels.

A Company of the 49" with a proportion of Artillery
have been ordered from Kingston to York & their places
will be supplied by a Company of the Glengarys & a detach-
ment of Artillery from Montreal.

I have also given directions for the building of
block houses at Kingston Prescott & Chippewa.

These precautionary Measures will I trust be sufficient
to ensure the safety of our shipping on the Lakes until the
expected reinforcement of Naval Officers & Men arrive
from England in Halifax.

With regard to your plan for the destruction of the
Enemy Naval Force in Sacket’s Harbour it will require some
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consideration before I can determine whether under all
circumstances it would be proper to adopt it.

The object is certainly highly important but whether it
can be effected must depend upon the Force I shall have
at my disposal at the period when you think it can be accom-
plished & the movements of the Enemy on our Frontiers.

In the Corvette of 30 Guns you propose building you will
of course make an immediate requisition for the necessary Iron
and other Stores [ ] in order that they may be forwarded
as soon as they can be procured. I rely upon your best
exertions for forwarding this important branch of the public
Service & trust that with the assistance that will be afforded
during the Winter and in the Spring you will be enabled
at least to keep the Enemy at bay until our plans shall be
so far matured as to ensure to us that Superiority on the
Lakes which I too much fear we are now losing.

Should Lt Col. Myers be still detained Upper Canada
when you receive this letter you will please to communicate
with him fully respecting all the within commands [sic].

Archives, C. 117, p. 1.

From Sheaffe at Fort George to Prevost at .

Fort George 6® January 1813.
Sir,

I have this day received a communication from Deputy
Commissary General Couche, a copy of which I have the
honour of transmitting ; the issues of provisions have con-
siderably diminished in this district, and will remain some
time much below their late amount; at York and Kingston
they will be but little if at all reduced owing to the increase
of the Marine establishment; and, at Amherstburgh it
appears probable that the consumption will be augmented
during the winter, as sources of supply which the milder
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seasons furnished to the Indians, will no longer exist—and
there, too, there will be an increased issue for the Marine
establishment.

Several Corps and departments in this province have been
compelled to apply to the Commissariat for pecuniary aid,

- it not being found practicable to obtain money from any

other source: The pay of the Militia and other provincial
expenses have also been disbursed by the Commissariat ;
and as it may not be proper that such monies should be
finally accounted for through it, it may be necessary to
establish some mode whereby the Province should be made
chargeable with them through its Receiver General: I
entreat Your Excellency’s advice and instruction on this
head, as it appears to be of importance that a plan to regulate
such matters should be speedily adopted, for the simplifying
and facilitating the settlement of the public accounts.

I propose going to York in the course of a few days, the
passage of the Niagara River being impracticable, and likely
to remain so for some time.

It has been suggested to me that two or three battalions
might be raised in this province with the encouragement of
a promise of land &c., and a proposition has been made to
me by a Major of Militia to raise a corps of two or three
hundred men in York and its vicinity, and to increase it to
five or six hundred by enlistments elsewhere, on a condition
not to serve out of the Province, except in such cases as it
may legally be required of the Militia : I beg leave to submit
this subject to Your Excellency’s consideration with the hope
of being honoured by an early intimation of your opinion
thereon, and of the principals on which Your Excellency
would recommend and approve of the formation of such
corps : it is thought by some that the enlistment of a Militia
Man is prohibited by the 23" Article of the provincial act
passed on the fifth of last August; but such a construction
appears to me to be controvertible. I shall not urge the
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necessity of a considerable reinforcement to this province,
as it must be sufficiently obvious to Your Excellency that it
will be required to resist the augmented force which the
Enemy will probably direct against us, and to aid in protect-
ing our Dock yards from the early attempts which will no
doubt be made on them to defeat our efforts for establishing
a naval superiority.
I have the honour to be,
Sir, |
Your most obedient,
and most humble Servant,
R H SuEearre
M Gen Commé. &c. &c.

His Excellency
Sir George Prevost, Bart.
&c &c.
Archives, C. 387, p. 10.
From Lt.-Col. Bruyeres at Kingston to Prevost at —.
Kingston 19'* January 1813
Dear Sir

I left Prescott on Friday last after having given the
necessary directions to Lieut. de Gaugreben to proceed
with the Survey of that Post, and to erect without delay a
Block House on a small commanding spot in the rear of the
present Battery which it will completely protect ; it is also
intended to improve, and close this Battery as soon as it is
possible to break ground.—I slept that night at Brockville,
twelve Miles from Prescott which is the most improved Village
on the communication ; it has some very handsome Houses
with a Church, and Court House, and is situated on an
elevated & commanding spot of ground. there is a small
Troop of Cavalry, with a Volunteer Rifle Company and some
Militia stationed here; they are however very inefficient, a
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large proportion of them being absent, and returned to their
own homes.—The only position that is occupied from hence
to Kingston is at the River Canonoqui about 36 Miles from
Brockville. this is a good Post with a Company of Militia
stationed under the command of Col: Stone; they are
Building a Block House on a strong point of ground near
the River; the lower story is nearly raised, and the whole
will be completed in about six Weeks.

I arrived late on Saturday Evening at Kingston about 24
Miles from the River Canonoqui.—I have been fully occupied
since that time in minutely examining this important place,
and communicating with Colonel Vincent on the measures
necessary to be adopted for the security of the Post, and
the Marine establishment so as to retain our ascendancy on
the Lake—The latter is a very serious and difficult task
which must require the greatest exertion, and assistance
from the Lower Province, in order to Arm the new Ship that
is now Building ; for unless this Vessel is completely armed,
and well Manned it will not be possible to effect a junction
with the Ships at York.—The following statement will
explain to your Excellency the Shipping, and resources in
this Port which I trust will be equal to meet that of the
Enemy, and to effect their passage to York Harbor, which
if once accomplished you will then have the decided superi-
ority on the Lake which may be easily maintain’d.

Roval G (20 . . . 32 Pdr. Carronades.
oyal {zeorge | , . . . g Pd™. long Guns.
Moira (o . . . 18 Pd=. Carronades.
4 . - - 9 Pd* long Guns.
. 20 . . . 12Pd® long Guns temporary
New Ship ] armament.
Total . 356
VOL. II. E
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there are besides four Merchant Vessels in the Port that
may be Manned and Armed equal to oppose the smaller
Vessels of the Enemy.—

To oppose this Force the Enemy have

One Ship of . . . . 18 Guns
One ditto . . . . 24 ditto.

with seven or eight well armed Schooners.—

Taking advantage of a fair Wind there is every reason-
able expectation to hope you may force your passage to York.

In order to put the Naval force at present here in a state
to venture on the Lake it is indispensably necessary to send
up without loss of time twenty 1z Pd*. Guns with Ship
Carriage complete to arm the new Vessel in a temporary
manner untill the armament required from England shall
arrive here. these long Guns may then be most usefully
employed, and are required to Arm the different positions
on the communication from hence down the St. Lawrence.
It will be further necessary to lower and alter the Moira
(as proposed) as that Ship is now totally inefficient. ‘The
Merchants I have no doubt will very willingly permit their
Vessels to be made use of for one Voyage. they must all
be well armed, and altered to contain the Guns. It will
also be requisite to send Officers, and Sailors for the
whole of this Flotilla ; that each Vessel may be well Manned
and have good Officers for those at present employed, are
totally incapable for any hasardous undertaking. Captain
Gray has most positively assured me that the new Ship will
be ready in time; the progress hitherto made is not equal
to realize that expectation, and many have their doubts
on the subject. The Keel is at present only laid, but many
of the Timbers are prepared for raising, and the Work once
in fair train the progress will be more expeditious.

It is much to be regretted under present circumstances
that the whole of the Naval establishment had not been
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concentrated at this Post. it would have saved much time,
and expence in Transport,—united all the Workmen under
one Head,—and insured the armament of your Ships.—It
would then have been only necessary to secure this Post
against attack untill your Fleet was fully prepared, and
equipped to proceed on the Lake.

The evil is now without remedy, and the best must be
done to concentrate, and unite as soon as possible, but by

no means to venture from hence till your Vessels are rendered

fully efficient with Men, and Arms.—

I have consulted with Colonel Vincent on the practica-
bility of an expedition to destroy the American Ships in
Sackett’s Harbor. It is now so long since any information
has been obtained from that Post (being previous to the
closing of the Navigation) that it is indispensably necessary
first to procure a correct knowledge of the force at present
there, and whether they have Fortified and strengthened
their position with the Ship Guns, for it is ascertained they
have nearly 100 pieces of Artillery in that Harbor for Naval
purposes,—much will therefore depend to what use they
have applied these Guns during the Winter.—Col: Vincent
intends to take advantage of a circumstance that has lately
occurred at Prescott in consequence of an attempt to form
a predatory attack on the Post to serve as a plea to send an
intelligent Officer as a Flag of Truce to the Commanding
Officer at Sacket Harbor, besides which he will endeavour
to procure a confidential Man that will undertake to examine
the Post, so that I am in hopes that on my return from
Fort George we shall be enabled to give your Excellency
correct information on this subject for could this expedition
be undertaken with any hope of success all our difficulties
would be immediately obviated.—

It is expected that the first effort of Commodore Chauncey
will be to endeavor to destroy York previous to the Ice being
dispersed in the narrow part of the Lake towards this place,
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and then to proceed here; but I hope we shall be well pre-
pared to resist him. I have directed the Block House on
Point Henry to be raised and improved ; also to erect another
Block House on Point Frederick which will effectually protect
the Dock Yard. The Batteries can only be repaired, and
enclosed as soon as the first thaw takes place. It is indis-
pensable to erect a new Powder Magazine at this Post, the
present one is an old Wind Mill converted to this purpose
very insecure, and improperly situated surrounded with
Wooden Buildings in the Barrack Yard. The present
Building may be very usefully applied as a place of Defence
by placing 2 Gun on the top of the Arch when the Powder
is removed. I very earnestly beg leave to impress upon
your Excellency the necessity of keeping this Post as strong
as possible in point of Garrison untill our Naval force shall
be prepared to quit the Harbor for it is reasonable to expect
that every possible effort will be made to destroy it. This
is a very defendable position but owing to the extent of the
Posts (which cannot possibly be contracted) it will require
at least 800 effective Men not including the Militia of the
Country with more of the Royl. Artillery to defend the
position with more certainty of success.—Col: Vincent is
fully of this opinion, and has approved of all the measures
herein suggested.

I shall depart from hence for York to-morrow morning,
and shall arrive there on Saturday next.—

I have the honor to remain with the greatest Respect

Your Excellency’s Most obedient,
and most faithful Servant
R. H. BruvEeres.—
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Archives, C. 117, p. 19.
From Molson at Montreal to Commissary General Robinson
at Quebec.
Montreal 6** Feb? 1813
Sir,

I received a Letter from the Military Secretary under
date of the 15" Dec". last, informing me of His Excellency’s
approval of a Tender I had made (thro’ Col: Baynes) of the
" Steam Boat for the use of Government ; wherein I am like-
wise informed that you would receive instructions to cause
an arrangement to be made for her Service during the ensuing
Season.

For the Transport of Troops and conveyance of light
Stores ; it will be necessary to fit her up in a manner so as
to be best adapted for the purpose which will be in my
opinion something after the mode of a Transport.

For a passage Boat she would have been fitted up quite
in a different manner.

If you wish her to be arranged in any particular manner
under the direction of any Person, I am agreeable.

I should be glad to be informed if His Excellency wishes
or expects that I shall Sail in her myself.

Whether Government or I furnish the Officers and Men
to Navigate and Pilot her ; The Engineer excepted ; The fuel
and all other necessarys that may be required for her Use.

I imagine the arrangement must be for the Season ; not
by the Trip as Government may wish to detain her for
particular purposes.

Ensurance I do not believe can be effected for less than
30 p. Cent for the season ; therefore must take the risque
upon myself.

It now being requisite to make the necessary preparations
for the opening of the Navigation your answer will particu-
larly oblige.

Sir,
Your most obedient hble Serv*.
Joun Motson.
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Archives, C. 78, p. 44.
From Sheaffe at Fort George to Prevost at Quebec.

Fort George 8" Feb. 1813
Sir,

I have the honor to acquaint you that the Deputy Com-
missary General has handed me a Statement of the Several
Sums advanced by him to this date, for Provincial Services
in Upper Canada amounting to Twenty five Thousand
Pounds Army Pay (£25,000 A.P.).—I am therefore to request
that you will be pleased to grant your Warrant to that
amount, in favor of the receiver General of the Province.

And as a further Sum will be required immediately in aid
of the Civil Chest.—1I beg you will be pleased also to grant
another Warrant for Twelve Thousand Pounds Army Pay
(L12,000, A.P.) & that the Commissary General may be
directed to forward the amount to the Receiver General.

‘The average Provincial Expences arising out of the War
with the United States. May be Stated in round sums as
follow—

Amberstburg & Detroit . . £2,000 p*. Month.

Long Point &-. . . . 500 ’

Fort George & Dependencies . 5000

York . . . ) . 800 ’

Kingston . . . 2,000 ’

Prescott & Eastern District . 2,000 ’
£12,300

Exclusive of Rations)
of Provisions.
I have the Honor to be
Your Excellency’s Most Obedient Humble Servant
R. H. Surarre
M. Gen! &°. &°.
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Apychives, C. 387, p. I5.

From Lt. Col. Bruyeres at Kingston to Prevost at .

Kingston 13*® February 1813
Dear Sir

I should have written to Your Excellency from Fort
George to report the state of that Frontier but the extreme
illness of Major General Sheaffe during the time I was there
prevented my communicating with him on business untill
two days previous to my departure, in order to obtain his
approbation, and concurrence to the measures [ proposed
to adopt for the Defence of that Line.

The Work at Fort George is in a very ruinous, and un-
finished state ; fortunately the line of Parapet to the Curtain
opposite the American shore, was completed last Fall, and
has been the means of protecting the Troops during the
severe Cannonading that took place at that time.—It will be
indispensably necessary to complete this Fort as a Field Work
as soon as the Season can possibly admit of removing Earth ;
to form the Parapet of good Sod Work of sufficient height,
and thickness to resist Battering from the opposite Shore.
It will be further very desireable to diminish the Line as
much as possible by cutting off the present Work on the
South East Front in order to reduce the extent of the Fort
which is rendered very weak by enclosing too large a space
of Ground ; it will then become much more compact, and
Defendable ; at the same time it will decrease the Labor,
and Expence necessary for its construction.

Major General Sheaffe has Approved of the manner in
which this Work is proposed to be done ; which I will have
the honor more fully to explain to Your Excellency on my
arrival at Quebec.—Splinter proof Barracks to contain about
400 Men will be required to be constructed in the rear of the
Curtains to secure them from the effects of Shot or Shells.
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Stabling for the Artillery Horses with Barracks for the
Drivers, and Royal Artillery must also be provided within
the Fort.—The present Block Houses are so much exposed
that it will be necessary to take down, and remove the Upper
story of these Buildings, and to lower the whole to the pro-
posed Terreplein. They will then become sufficiently secure
to contain the Ordnance, and Commissariat Stores for the
use of the Garrison.—The Powder Magazine can only at
present be made temporary constructed of Log Work well
covered with Earth.—The public Buildings near the River
at Navy Hall should all be removed as soon as possible, and
rebuilt in a place of security at some distance from and in
the rear of the Fort ; the Stores they contain and the Buildings
themselves are so exposed to immediate destruction that no
delay should take place in this Service—Gun Sheds are
required for the Car Brigade, and Field Guns in the Fort.—
An Hospital for the Troops to be built out of range of the
Enemy’s Guns in the rear of Fort George to consist of four
Wards for one hundred Patients with a Surgery, and Surgeon’s
Quarters is strongly recommended, and applied for by the
Medical Department ; the Sick, and Wounded are at present
accommodated in a Church within range of the opposite
Batteries.

There are six Detached Batteries containing eleven pieces
of Ordnance of different Natures between the Lake, and
Fort George. Four Batteries with five pieces between Fort
George and Queenstown.—Two Batteries with two Guns
on the Mountain at Queenston. Two Batteries with three
Guns at Chippawa. Three Batteries with three Guns
opposite Black Rock below Fort Erie. This number of
Detached Batteries may at first sight appear superfluous
and unnecessary, but the commanding positions they each
of them occupy are so very essential that it is not possible
to diminish or reduce them without the greatest risk of
making the point so reduced the place of debarkation for
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Troops.—The only object necessary to be accomplished is
to secure these Batteries with a strong Line of Palisades in
the rear to guard against surprise, or sudden attack.—This
would have been done last Fall, but both Regulars, and
Militia were so constantly harassed, and employed to protect
this extensive Line they had not a Man to spare either to
procure the Palisades or to fix them.~—Small temporary
Magazines constructed of Log Work covered with Earth
to contain each a few Barrels of Powder are required for
the Service of these Batteries. I have directed these
Magazines to be immediately constructed, and the Batteries
to be enclosed.

A Tower or small Redoubt to command the entrance of
the River is essentially necessary to be erected on Missisagua
Point.

It is also requisite that the Work at Fort Erie may be
continued, and completed as early as the season will permit ;
altho’ liable to some objections, it will in my opinion be the
most expeditious, and best system to finish what is already
began rather than to take up a new position.—The Battery
to protect the Front may be constructed with Sod Work ;
the Guns to be mounted on Traversing Platforms and elevated
as much as possible to guard against the commanding Batteries
on the opposite shore. ,

A Magazine will be required within the Fort which may
in the first instance be built with Timber in a temporary
manner that no delay may take place in securing the Powder.—
Accommodation is very much wanted for the Troops on this
part of the communication particularly Officers quarters ; so
many of the Houses on this Line have been destroyed by
Fire that it becomes a very serious deprivation, and Quarters
must be built to lodge the Men.—Splinter proof Barracks
may be constructed within the Fort similar to what is pro-
posed at Fort George.—The number of Men for the Defence
of this Line must indispensibly be augmented to afford
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any reasonable expectation of maintaining the different
positions on this Frontier.—The distance from Fort George
to Fort Erie is Thirty six Miles—Twenty eight Miles of
this distance is accessible and favorable to disembark at any
point from the opposite shore.—I have arranged with Major
General Sheaffe relative to the most material of the Services
herein-mentioned.

On Friday the 5** Ins®. I left Fort George accompanied
by Lieut. Colonel Myers. we arrived at York the next day.—
I am very sorry to observe that the progress of the Ship
Building at that Post is not equal to the expectation I had
formed, or equal to realize the hope that the Ship will be
ready in sufficient time to take advantage of the first opening
of the Navigation for active operation—

The Letter I herewith enclose from Lieu®. Colonel Myers
to M. Freer on that subject will explain his sentiments and
opinion on this point. M. Plunknett in conversation with
me expressed his own confidence of having the Ship ready in
time; I however entertain great doubts of his success, he
appears to me to want method to keep the workmen employed
to the best advantage ; and I have some doubt of his capacity
in the general Line of his profession. it is to be regretted
that Captain Gray is returned to Lower Canada as Lieu.
Colonel Myers cannot under present circumstances leave
the frontier on the River Niagara during the absence of
Major General Sheaffe at York to meet the Legislature of
this Province which will take place on the 25t* Inst.—We had
made the arrangement to arm this Ship at York with eight
18 Pd’. Carronades that were to spare at Fort George, and
are now on the way to York, two long 18 Pd™. expected from
Lower Canada, and ten 12 Pd’. Carronades from the Prince
Regent, making a total of twenty Guns untill a junction
can be formed. The Prince Regent to be armed with 6 Pd,
from the Gloucester, and to endeavor to run and make good
her passage to Kingston.—Should the Ship not be ready in
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time it will be a most serious disappointment, and the evil
can only be remedied by the destruction of the Naval pre-
parations in Sackett’s Harbor.

Colonel Vincent has not yet been able to obtain any
information of the Force stationed there; two persons are
now employed for that purpose, and I shall wait here for
two, or three days in hopes of their return.—from the best
reports I have hitherto been able to collect the Enemy are
extremely active and using the greatest exertions to strengthen
the whole Line of Frontier both on the St Lawrence, and
Niagara Rivers with Troops, and will be prepared with a
formidable Marine Force to act on this Lake very early in
the Spring.

In my Letter of the 28'® Ult’. from Fort George I ex-
pressed the unfavorable opinion I had respecting York as a
Naval establishment under the present pressure of the public
Service, as it is much too remote and distant a Port to obtain
the necessary resources to carry on any great undertaking.
I am more fully confirmed in this opinion since my last visit
there.—Nature has done very little to the position as a
Military Post,—or to the Harbor for the purposes of a Dock
Yard ; every thing must be created which will require con-
siderable time, and Expence.

I have to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency’s
Letter of the 29" Jan?. I shall observe your commands in
every respect,and you may rely upon my utmost, and most
zealous exertions to fulfill the Instructions that I have re-
ceived, and to make myself fully acquainted on every point
connected with the public Service, that may become of use
in stating local information for any future operations to be
carried on in this part of the Province. I intend to leave
Kingston on my way to Lower Canada on Tuesday next. I
shall wait that time in hopes of hearing from the opposite
shore, the Season is advancing fast, and no time to be lost.—

Very great progress is making here with the new Ship ;
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also in the temporary Works of Defence I find Lieut,
Kitson a very active, and intelligent Officer, Colonel Vincent
is well satisfied with him. No part of the Guns or Carronades
on the way from the Lower Province are yet arrived.—I shall
proceed from hence to Montreal in hopes of seeing your
Excellency before I cross to the South side of the St. Lawrence
to visit Isle aux Noix &c*.—

Colonel Vincent has strongly represented the necessity
of additional Officers Quarters at this Post.

I have the honor to remain with the greatest respect

Your Excellency’s Most obedient,
and most faithful Servant
R H Bruverss.

Archives, C. 729, p. 135.
From Croker at Admiralty Office to Yeo at —.

Admiralty Office
Extracts from Copy. 19'* March 1813.
Sir.

Referring you in the first instance to the order of my
Lords Commrs. of the Admiralty of this days date which you
will receive herewith, I have their Lordships commands to
acquaint you that arrangements have been made for con-
veying you and the Officers and Men under your Command
to Quebec in His Majesty’s Troop F rigate the Woolwich.

On board this ship the commissioned warrant and petty
Officers and Seamen stated in the enclosed list have received
directions to embark, and to follow your orders for their
turther proceedings.

On your arrival in the River §t. Lawrence you are to take
the earliest opportunity of communicating your Instructions
to Lieut'. General Sir Geo. Prevost Captain General and
Governor in Chief of His Majesty’s Provinces in North



DOCUMENTS i

America of explaining the amount of the Force under your
Orders, of learning from him all the details of the Ships and
Vessels employed on the Lakes, and of consulting and arrang-
ing with him with regard to all the various particulars of the
important Services to which your joint efforts are to be
directed. . . . . . .
I am, &°.
(signed) J. W. Croker.

Archives, C. 729, p. 132.

[Endorsement] Duplicate Copy of Commission Appoint®
Sir J. L. Yeo Comm®. of the Naval Forces in the Lakes
of Canada. 19 March 1813

By Tue CoMMIssIONERS &°.

Waereas the Earl Bathurst, one of His Majesty’s Principal
Secretaries of State, hath signified to Us the Pleasure of His
Royal Highness The Prince Regent that We should take
under our direction and control His Majesty’s Ships and
Vessels employed on the Lakes of Canada; We having the
greatest confidence in your gallantry, judgement, and zeal
for His Majesty’s Service, have thought fit to select you for
the command of the said Naval Force ; and We do hereby
require and direct you to proceed to the said Lakes of
Canada, and there take the command of the several Ships
and Vessels belonging to His Majesty on those Lakes, ap-
pointing and distributing amongst them the Officers and Men
under your orders, according to the Instructions which we
have directed Our Secretary to transmit herewith for your
guidance. '

The first and paramount object for which this Naval
Force is maintained being the defence of His Majesty’s
Provinces of North America; We do hereby require and
direct you in the Employment thereof to cooperate most
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cordially with His Excellency the Captain  General and
Governor in Chief of the said Provinces, not undertaking
any operations without the full concurrence and approbation
of him or of the Commanders of the Forces employed under
him ; and on all occasions conforming yourself and employing
the Force under your command according to the Requisitions
which you may from time to time receive to this Effect, from
the said Governor or Commander of the Forces.

During the continuance of your Command you are hereby
authorized to hoist a distinguishing Pendant as Commodore
on Board such one of His Majesty’s Ships as you may select—

You are further required and directed to pay particular
attention and obedience to the Instructions herewith trans-
mitted, & to all other Instructions or directions which you
may hereafter receive from us or from Our Secretary* by Our
Command.—

Given under Our hands, 19** March, 1813.

MELvILLE
(Signed) WM, DomerT
J S Yorke

J OsBorn
By Command of their Lordships

(Signed) J W—Croker—

Avrchives, C. 1170, p. 129.

G.O. Adjutant Gen’. Office
Quebec 20" March 1813.

The Commander of the Forces directs that a Detachment
consisting of Four Complete Companies of the Canadian
Voltigeurs under the Command of Major Heriot should
proceed to Kingston in Upper Canada :—

Major General De Rottenburg will cause this Detach-
ment to commence its march from the Montreal District,
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as soon as it may be in readiness after the Settlement of their
Accounts to the 24'* Instant.

G.O.

All Officers entrusted with the Command of Corps, and
Detachments are invariably to accompany them when on a
march ; that the Soldiers may experience the good effects of
their unwearied endeavours to alleviate as much as possible
the hardships attending on marches undertaken at this in-
clement Season of the Year. Nor is the attendance of any
Officer to be dispensed with, except in cases of urgent
necessity, when Troops are marching on a line in view of the
Enemy.

(signed) Epw. Bavnss,
Adjutt. General N.A.

Avrchives, C. 1170, p. 142.

G.O. Quebec 27'* March 1813.

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces is pleased
to order the following movement of Troops.

Major Drummond with the Flank Companies of the
104" Regiment to proceed to Montreal, and from thence to
Kingston.

Major General De Rottenburg will direct a complete
Company of the 1°* (or Royal Scots) to March immediately
to Prescott to relieve the two Companies of the 8** (or Kings)
at that Post—the Officer in Command of this Company to
send by an Express, previous notice of the day he will arrive
at Prescott, in order that the two Companies of the King’s
may be prepared to March at day break on the same day for
Kingston.—The Flank Companies of the 8 (or King’s)
Regiment, to continue their March to Niagara.—

The Battalion Companies of the 104'" Regiment, to
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march to Montreal, and from thence to Kingston, in two
Divisions on Monday and Tuesday next.—

The 8'" (or Kings) Regiment to march to Niagara. —
Colonel Young to assume the Command of the Kings Regi-
ment, and will cause the march of the Regiment, to be con-
ducted by Companies in succession—to insure the necessary
accomodation and means for Transport of the Troops upon
this route. No Superfluous Stores or heavy Baggage to be
carried—The Officers Commanding Detachments of the
8" or 104'" Regiments, are immediately on their arrival at
Prescott, to send forward by Express notice of the time that
their respective Detachments will arrive at Kingston, and
the Officer Commanding at that Post will hold the 8t (or
Kings) in readiness to forward a Detachment of the Kings
on the morning of the day, that a Detachment is destined to
relieve them—so that the last Company of the 8** Regiment,
may March from Kingston, on the morning of the day that
the rear Detachment of the 104! will arrive at that Station.—

The Battalion Companies of the 1** (or Royal Scots) to
be quartered at Montreal. —A Battalion Company of the 1°
(or Royal Scots) to March from Quebec to Montreal, on
Wednesday next at 7 OClock.—

These Movements to be made with the least possible
delay, and every aid that can expedite and facilitate the
march, is to be afforded by the Officers of the Commissariat
and Quarter Master Gen®. Departments, without waiting for
further Authority.

G.O.

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces, deeming
it for the benefit of His Majesty’s Service, is pleased to
sanction and grant all Majors in the Army, serving in the
Canada’s the Local and Temporary Rank of Lieutenant
Colonel’s. —

Colonel Halkett and the Officers of the 104'* Regiment
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being under Orders to March, other Officers are to be
nominated as Members of the General Court Martial in

their stead.
(Signed) E. Bavnzs A.G.

Archives, C. 78, p. 54.
From Sheaffe at York to Freer at Quebec.

York 30t* March 1813.
Dear Sir,

In explanation of the accompanying letter I have to state
that the sum is wanted in sterling, and that the Receiver Gen'.
wishes ¢ they may be mostly in 25 and 5o Dollar bills, and
L150—in 4 dollar bills—if remitted in Army Bills. —

Captain Liddell’s division is on its way to Ft. George in

boats, with favorable weather.—
I expect a communication from M. Couche to state

that he also wants a supply of Money : I know not what he
has lately received, but I have no doubt that Sir George will
pay a timely regard to our being supplied with that essential
article.
After Col. Claus went to Fort George he discovered that
M. Couche had the money for the Indians.
I am, Dear Sir,
Very truly Yours,
R H SHEAFFE.

Avchives, C. 1170, p. 177.

G.O. Quebec 22¢ April 1813

His Royal Highness the Prince Regent having been
graciously pleased to Command, that a division of Officers and
Seamen of the Royal Navy should be assigned for the Service

of His Majesty’s Fleets in the Lakes of Upper Canada.—
VOL. II. F
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Admiral Sir John B. Warren in prompt obedience to His
Royal Highness’s Command, and to accelerate the beneficial
effects which cannot fail to accrue to His Majesty’s Service
from so wise and judicious a measure, has directed Captain
Barclay and other Officers of the Royal Navy to proceed by
Land from Halifax—and it is with the highest satisfaction
that the Commander of the Forces has the pleasure of an-
nouncing to the Army the auspicious arrival of these Officers,
for the purpose of assuming the Command of His Majesty’s
Armed Ships and Vessels on the Lakes, and of making the
necessary arrangements for the new organizing the Marine
Establishment—The Officers of the Provincial Marine will
for the present be suitably provided for without diminution
to their Salaries.—

His Excellency feels He is performing an unnecessary
duty, in recommending to the Troops that unanimity and
cordial cooperation, which smooths the rugged path of War,
and strengthens all its Sinews—

The Brave Soldiers of Upper Canada will greet with
heartfelt joy, the arrival of a Gallant Band of British Sea-
Men-—and will cease to view the Waters of the Lake as the
boundaries of their Victories, but as a new field for Triumph
opening to their Arms.—

The Commander of the Forces directs to be inserted in
General Orders the following Extract from His Majesty’s
Regulations regarding, the relative Rank and Precedence of
Naval and Land Officers.—

Rear Admirals to have Rank as Major Generals.—

Commodores with broad Pendants are to have Rank as
Brigadier Generals.

Captains Commanding Post Ships, after three Years from
the date of their first Commission for a Post Ship are to have
rank as Colonels.

All other Captains commanding Post Ships are to have
rank as Lieut®. Colonels.—
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Captains of His Majesty’s Ships or Vessels, not taking
Post, are to have Rank as Majors.—

Lieutenants of His Majesty’s Ships are to have rank as
Captains.—

The Rank and Precedence of Sea Officers, in the classes
abovementioned, are to take place according to the Seniority
of their respective Commissions.—

Post Captains Commanding Ships or Vessels that do not
give Post, rank only as Majors during their Commanding
such Vessels.—

Nothing in these Regulations is to authorize any Land
Officer to command any of His Majesty’s Squadrons or Ships,
nor any Sea Officer to command on Land.—

But as local circumstances will unavoidably lead to 2
more constant and intimate intercourse between the Naval
and Land Forces, than is customary to the Service in general,
particularly during the Winter Season. His Excellency
thinks it proper to explain that the prohibition expressed in
His Majesty’s Regulations is not merely limitted to Officers
of the Army not assuming command on board Ships of War,
they are to refrain from all interference or controul in Marine
Establishments on Shore, and the Crews of Ships of War
when quartered on Shore, are to be considered under the
immediate direction of their own Officers, nor is any Officer
of the Navy to assume the Command of the Troops of any
Garrison, or to interfere in the detail and discipline of the
same altho’ Senior in Rank to the Officer Commanding at
the Post.—But in all combined operations of Active Warfare —
the Senior Officer will be invested with the Command of the
whole, and direct the general plan of Attack, but this is never
to prevent the Commanding Officer of each Branch of the
Service retaining the immediate Command and conduct of
his own Force, subject to the Orders of the Senior Officer.—

The Public Vessels—Dock Yards—Arsenals—and Marine
Stores, of every description are to be delivered over to the
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Navy—But all Officers of the Quarter Master General’s and
Commissariat Departments in trust and charge are to
continue to discharge their respective duties untill proper
Persons are selected, and necessary arrangements made to
relieve them from their responsibility.—

In conformity to the General Order of the 27** March
granting to all Majors of the Kings Regular Forces the
Local Rank of Lieutenant Colonels—The Commander of the
Forces is pleased to extend the same parity of Rank to all
Captains of the Royal Navy Commanding Armed Ships on

the Lakes.—
(Signed) EpwP”. Baynes,

Adjutt. Gen'.
Archives, C. 678, p. 172a.

Capitulation of York.
28 April 1813.

Terms of Capitulation entered into on the 27" April
1813 for the surrender of the Town of York in Upper Canada
to the Army & Navy of the United States under the com-
mands of Major Gen'. Dearborn & Commodore Chauncey.

That the Troops Regular & Militia at this post & the
Naval Officers & Seamen shall be surrendered Prisoners of
War the Troops Regular & Militia to ground their arms
immediately & parade and the Naval Officers & Seamen be
immediately surrendered.

That all public stores Naval & Military shall be imme-
diately given up to the Commanding Officers of the Army
& Navy of the United States.

That all private property shall be guaranteed to the
Citizens of the Town of York.

That the papers belonging to the Civil Officers shall be
retained by them.

That such surgeons as may be procured to attend the
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wounded of the British Regular & Canadian Militia shall not
be considered prisoners of War. That one Lieu". Coll. one
Major thirteen Captains nine Lieutenants eleven Ensigns
one Q. Master and one Deputy Adjutant General of the
Militia . . . [list of names follows] shall be surrendered
Prisoners of War & accounted for in the exchange of Prisoners
between the U States & Great Britain.
Signed W* Curwerr L. Col 3™
Reg' York Militia
W* Arren Major 3"
Regt. York Militia.
F Gavvreau [— ?]
C. MrrcueLy, Col. 37
Artill. of US Army.
S. ConNEr Major
Aid de Camp to Maj" G'. Dearborn
Arcu. Kine Major 15 US Infantry

Jesse D. Erutor L. US Navy
York 28® April 1813.

The foregoing Agreement or Terms of Capitulation is

approved by us.
H DearsorN Maj Gen'.

Isaac Cuauncey Commodore.

Archives, C. 678, p. 178.
From Sheaffe at Haldimand to Prevost at ——.

Haldimand 30'* April 1813.
My dear Sir George,

I have the mortification of reporting to you that York is
in the possession of the Enemy—it having on the 27'® Inst.
been attacked by a force too powerful to be resisted with
success :—sixteen Vessels of various descriptions full of
Men, including their new Ship the Madison, formed their
flotilla :—the Grenadiers of the King’s suffered first in the
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action with the Enemy (in which Capt®. M°Neale was killed)

and afterwards severely in common with other Corps by the
accidental explosion of a battery Magazine, which at the
same time disabled the battery.—I caused our Grand Maga-
zine to be blown up, and have reason to believe that the new
Ship and Naval Store were destroyed.

We met the Light Company of the Kings four or five
Miles from York—the troops consisting of the flank Comp?.
and Capt: Eustace’s of the King’s.—

Capt. MPherson’s company of the Glengary Lt. Infantry,
and some of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment are about
a day’s march in the rear—they were but ill supplied with
provisions for the first and second days—but by coming
forward myself assisted by Major Rogers (a Member of the
Provincial parliament whom I had sent for to York to employ
him in superintending the improvement of the roads) a
sufficient quantity has been procured for them.—

I am now in his house, and am this moment interrupted
by the arrival of Captain Munday with letters from the
Military Secretary of the 6'* & 7'® Ins'.

I cannot inform Your Excellency what our loss has been—
I shall as soon as possible get the Returns, and from Kingston
do myself the honour of writing to you in a more official
shape.—

I am, My dear Sir George,

Your very faithfully devoted Servant,
R. H. SuErarre &°.

I did not bring anything from York except a writing case
containing Your Excellency’s despatches and some other
papers.

Firing from Niagara was heard in the afternoon of the
28 and both yesterday and to-day—the firing at York,
though the wind was fresh at East, was heard even at this

distance.—
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Archives, C. 678, p. 190,
Memorandum by A. McLean.

On the 28! April a Capitulation took place which was
signed by Lt. Col. Chewett 3¢ Reg'. Y.M. Major Allan
same Reg'., and by Lt Gauvreau in behalf of the Naval
Department—

By the Capitulation, all Public Stores were to be given
up to the Captors, Private Property was agreed to be re-
spected. All the Troops, Regular and Militia were to ground
their Arms and to be considered as Prisoners of War, such
Surgeons as could be procured to attend the Sick and Wounded
excepted. — All the Papers belonging to the Civil Officers were
to be retained by them.—These Terms were approved and
signed by Gen'. Dearborn and Commodore Chauncey on the
Part of the United States.—During the Day the Prisoners
were all detained in the Garrison while a number of the
American Soldiers were plundering in the Town—

On the 29 the Prisoners were ordered to attend and
were allowed to go to their Homes on parole. I am not
certain whether the Marine Department were paroled or
not. It was reported that it was intended to take all the
Seamen, Ship Carpenters and Regulars who were captured
to Sackets Harbour. From the best Information it appears
that the Enemy had 2,500 men landed besides 500 who were
on board Ship, the Sailors and Marines not included in
this number—I learn’d from a Mr. Pelham of the 21° U.S.
Reg'. that Gen' Pike was killed by the Explosion of the
Magazine and his two Aid De Camps wounded, one of them
it was supposed would be under the necessity of having his
Leg amputated.—It appears that they lost a great number of
Men in killed and wounded by the Explosion, they do not
acknowledge the loss of many men during the Engagement —
Application was made to Gen'. Dearborn, for Permission to
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bury the dead, which was refused—On the 29** at 12 o’clock
all the American Vessels except two small ones were at
Anchor in York Harbour—The Enemy were joined by a
number of Vagabonds who gave them every information—
M. 8. George’s Store & House were plundered and a large
Quantity of Flour was sent on board the Ships which belonged
to M*. 8t. George—A number of the Private Houses have
suffered.—About 250 Prisoners have been taken by the

Enemy.—
Signed, A. M°Lgan

Kingston May 4" 1813—

Archives, C. 1170, p. 194.

G.O. Quebec 4" May 1813.

Immediately on the receipt of this Order Colonel Scott
will cause the Grenadier Companies to march from Chambly
by the shortest road to Cochanawaga—where Boats are to be
prepared to Transport them to Kingston, the whole under
the Command of Major De Haren.

Major General De Rottenburg will give the necessary
Orders for the immediate formation of the Two Light In-
fantry Battalions, by directing the Flank Companies of
Battalions of Embodied Militia to march with the least
possible delay to Chambly to be Incorporated and Organised
in conformity to the Gen'. Orders issued on the 12t* Ultimo,
under the Command of Colonel Scott, the Senior Captains
of the Light Infantry of the Line in each Battalion to Act
as Major of the same.—

His Excellency expects all movements of the Troops
will be conducted with the utmost celerity by all Persons

concerned. . . .
(Signed) EpwP®. Bavnss

Adjut. Genl.
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Archives, C. 678, p. 195.
From Sheaffe at Kingston to Prevost at Montreal.

Kingston §** May 1813.
Sir,

I did myself the honour of writing to Your Excellency
on my route from York to communicate the mortifying
intelligence that the Enemy had obtained possession of that
place on the 27 of April, and I shall now enter into a fuller
detail, than I was enabled to do at the date of that letter.

In the evening of the 26" of April I received information
that many Vessels had been seen from the Highlands to the
eastward of York, soon after daylight the next morning the
Enemy’s Vessels were discovered lying to not far from the
shore of the peninsula in front of the town ; they soon after-
wards, made sail with a fresh breeze from the eastward, led
by the Ship lately built at Sackett’s harbour, and anchored
off the point where the french fort formerly stood ; many
boats full of troops were soon discerned assembling near
the Commodore’s Ship, apparently with an intention of
effecting a landing on the ground off which he was anchored ;
our troops were ordered into the Ravine in the rear of the
Government Garden and fields; Major Givens and the
Indians with him were sent forward through the wood to
oppose the landing of the Enemy—the Company of Glen-
gary Light Infantry was directed to support them, and the
Militia not having arrived at the Ravine, The Grenadiers
of the King’s Regiment and the small portion of the Royal
Newfoundland Fencibles belonging to the Garrison of York
were moved on, led by Lf. Colonel Heathcote of that corps
commanding the [mutilated] this movement was directed
to be made within the [mutilated] parallel to the Lake side,
and only so far from it, as not to be discovered by the
Enemy’s Vessels, several of which were not at a great distance
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from the shore: Captain Eustace’s company of the King’s
Regiment, and some Militia that were quartered at the east
end of the town, and had been left there during the night,
lest the Enemy might make some attempt on that flank, were
ordered, with the exception of a small party of the Militia,
to join these troops—which was soon effected : while these
operations were going on Major General Shaw Adjutant
General of Militia led a portion of the Militia on a road at
the back of the wood to watch our rear, and to act according
to circumstances ; by some mistake he led the Glengary
Company away from the direction assigned to it, to accom-
pany this detachment, so that it came late into action, instead
of being near the Indians at its commencement ; the move-
ment of the other troops was retarded by the difficulty of
the wood, while the Enemy being aided by the wind, rapidly
gained the shore under cover of a fire from the Commodore’s
ship and other vessels, and landed in spite of a spirited
opposition from Major Givens and his small band of Indians ;
the Enemy was shortly afterwards encountered by our hand-
ful of troops, Captain M°Neal of the King’s Regiment was
early killed while gallantly leading his Company which
suffered severely : the troops fell back, I succeeded in rallying
" them several times, and a detachment of the King’s with
some Militia, whom I had placed near the edge of the wood
to protect our left flank repulsed a column of the Enemy
which was advancing along the bank at the Lake side: but
our troops could not maintain the contest against the greatly
superior and increasing numbers of the Enemy—they retired
under cover of our batteries, which were engaged with some
of their Vessels, that had begun to beat up towards the har-
bour, when their troops landed, occasionally firing, and had
anchored at a short distance to the Westward of the line
from the Barracks to Gibraltar Point; from that situation
they kept up a heavy fire on our batteries, on the Block house
and Barracks, and on the communications between them,
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some of their Guns being thirty two pounders; to return
their fire, we had two complete twelve pounders, and two old
condemned guns without trunnions ( eighteen
pounders) which, after being proved, had been stocked and

mounted under the direction of Lieu®. Ingouville of the Royal

Newfoundland Regiment; whom I had appointed Assistant

Engineer; a twelve pounder of the same description was

added during the engagement ; with these defective means

the Enemy was kept at bay for some time, when, by some

unfortunate accident, the travelling Magazine at the Western

battery blew up, and killed and wounded a considerable

number of Men ; many of them belonging to the Grenadier

company of the King’s Regiment, the battery was crippled,

the platform being torn up, and one of the eighteen pounders

overturned : the Magazine was replaced and the battery

restored to some order, but it was evident that our numbers

and means of defence were inadequate to the task of main-

taining possession of York against the vast superiority of-
force brought against it, though providentially little mis-

chief had hitherto been done by the long continued can-

nonade of the Enemy, except to some of the buildings:

the troops were withdrawn towards the town, and the grand

Magazine was at the same time blown up, the Enemy was

$0 near to it, that he sustained great loss, and was, for a time,

driven back by the explosion ; some of our own troops were

not beyond the reach of fragments of the stone, though they

escaped with very little injury ; Captain Loring my Aide de

Camp received a severe contusion, and the horse he rode

was killed.

The troops were halted at a ravine not far to the west-
ward of the Shipyard, I there consulted with the superior
Officers, and it being too apparent that a further opposition
would but render the result more disastrous, some of the
Enemy’s Vessels indicating an intention to move up the
harbour in order to cooperate with their land forces, I
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ordered the troops of the line to retreat on the road to King-
ston, which was effected without any annoyance from the
Enemy ; when we had proceeded some miles we met the
Light company of the King’s Regiment on its march for Fort
George, I had sent an express the preceeding evening to
hasten its movement, but it was at too great a distance to be
able to join us at York.

The Ship on the Stocks and the Naval Stores were
destroyed to prevent the Enemy from getting possession
of them, an attempt to set fire to the Gloucester, that
was fitting out for purposes of transport, proved abortive;
she was aground a mere hulk, her repairs not being half
finished : I have been informed that the Enemy succeeded
in getting her off, and putting her into a state to be towed
away, a number of Shipwrights having arrived from Sackett’s
harbour with the expectation of employing them in a similar
task on our New Ship.

The accounts of the number of the Enemy landed vary
from eighteen hundred and ninety to three thousand; our
force consisted of a Bombardier and twelve Gunners of the
* Royal Artillery to assist whom Men were drawn from other
Corps, two Companies of the 8t* or King’s Regiment, one of
them, the Grenadier, being on its route for Fort George,
about a2 Company in number, of the Royal Newfoundland
regiment, and one of the Glengary Light Infantry, and about
three hundred Militia and Dock Yard Men ; the quality of
some of these troops was of so superior a description, and
their general disposition so good, that, under less unfavour-
able circumstances, we might have repulsed the Enemy in spite
of his numbers, or have made him pay very dearly for success ;
as it was, according to the reports that have reached me,
his loss was much greater than ours, a return of which I
have the honour of transmitting, except of that of the Militia,
of which a return has not yet been received ; but I believe
it to have been inconsiderable : Donald M°Lean Esq® Clerk
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of the House of Assembly gallantly volunteered his Services
with a musket, and was killed.

Captain Jarvie of the Incorporated Militia, a meritorious
Officer, who had a share in the successes at Detroit and
Queenston, had been sent with a party of Militia in three
batteaux for the Militia clothing, which had been left on the
road from Kingston, he came to me during the action to
report his arrival,and soon afterwards he was severely wounded :
a few of the Indians (Missasagus & Chipeways) were killed
and wounded, among the latter were two Chiefs.

Thinking it highly probable that the Enemy would pay,
an early visit to York, I had remained there long beyond the
period I had originally assigned for my departure to Fort
George, in order to expedite the preparations which the means
in my power enabled me to make for the defence of the place ;
Your Excellency knows that I intended to place Colonel
Myers, Acting Quarter Master General, in the command
there, at least for a time; I afterwards learnt that Colonel
Young was in movement towards me with the 8® or Kings
Reg'., I then decided to give him the command, to avoid the
inconvenience of seperating the head of a department from
me, and being informed that he was to move up by himself
as speedily as possible, I was for some time in daily expecta-
tion of seeing him ; at length, having reason to believe that
he was to accompany one of the divisions of his Regiment,
I wrote to him both by the land and by the water route to
dome to me without delay; about the 25 of April I re-
ceived certain intelligence, of what had been before rumoured,
that he was detained at Kingston by a severe illness, and on
the 26® I learnt that Colonel Myers was to leave Fort George
that day for York; I therefore determined to wait for his
arrival, and to leave him in the command until Colonel
Young might be in a state to relieve him it was in the
evening of the same day that I heard of the approach of
the Enemy: I have thought it proper to enter into this
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explanation, as Your Excellency may have expected that I had
returned to Fort George before the period at which the attack
was made on York. I propose remaining here until I shall
have received your Excellency’s commands.
I have the honour to be,
With great respect,
Your Excellency’s
Most obedient,
humble Servant
R H Suzrarre
M Gen' &c. &c.

Archives, C. 679, p. 17.

Enclosure in letter from Mr. Justice Powell, dated 4 Fune 1813.
Copy of the Proceedings of the Magistrates, €9¢., at York
during the possession of that place by the Enemy.

At a meeting of the Magistrates resident in the Town of
York, attended by the Judges, the Sheriff, and the Reverend
Doctor Strachan.

The actual situation of the Town & District was taken
into consideration.

The Enemy’s Fleet and Army lying in the harbour, all
our Military defences at the Post destroyed, the Inhabitants
disarmed and on parole, it is obvious that measures of as
much energy as our circumstances admit should be instantly
adopted to preserve order and prevent anarchy; to support
& encourage the loyal; to suppress the disloyal and to con-
firm the wavering.

It is therefore, uganimously declared, that by the irruption
of the Enemy and temporary possession of this Post, no change
has taken place in the relation of the Subject to His Majesty’s
Government & Laws, except as to such who were parties
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to the Capitulation as prisoners of war, and are under parole
of honor not to bear Arms until exchanged—

That it is equally now, as before the invasion, high treason
to aid, assist, counsel or comfort the Enemy—That all Felons
and evil doers are equally amenable to the laws as before—
That the power of the Magistrates and Ministers of the law
are unimpaired, and continued to be so even during the acgual
possession of the Enemy, as the Commander of their Forces
declared, by a Military General Order to his troops.—That
private property having remained unchanged not only in
construction of the law, but by the express terms of the
Capitulation : the Enemy himself disclaims the right, assumed
by some Individuals to transfer it from the owner.—That it
is the duty of every good subject to declare to the Magistrate
all instances of such unjust possession as may come to their
knowledge, and of the Magistrate to enforce the restitution.

That persons desirous to signify their abhorrence of
anarchy, which must prevail if principles adverse to the above
declaration gain ground, are called upon to associate in sup-
port of the laws and to afford their aid to the civil Magis-
trates and their Ministers.

That the high Sheriff do publish & enforce this declaration.

Archives, C. 1170, p. 233.

G.O. H.Q=. Kingston, 8* June 1813.

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces is pleased
to direct that the following extracts from a District General
Order given out in Upper Canada by Major General Sir R.
Hale Sheaffe, be published for the information of the Forces
serving in the North American Provinces.

By His Excellency’s Command.
(Signed) Epw”. Baynes
Adjt. Genl.
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District GEN*. ORrDERS. Kingston, 13** May 1813

The Major General Commanding having received the
Returns from the Corps of the Line engaged with the Enemy
on the 27** Ultimo, laments to find that so many brave men
suffered on that day—Though the result of it was not
such as has been customary whensoever the Enemy has been
encountered in his attempts on this Province, it is consolatory
to reflect, that in gaining this novel success, accidental cir-
cumstances to which the operations of War are always liable,
concurred to favour the Enemy’s vast superiority of numbers
and combination of Force, to oppose which the means of
defence and situation of York could afford but inadequate
aild—

By the explosion of a Battery Magazine, the loss which the
Forces had in the previous action sustained of some of its
best Soldiers, was considerably augmented. Qur total loss
in Killed and Wounded was about 130, among the former the
Major General deeply regrets that Captain M¢Neale of the
8% (or Kings) Regiment is numbered. He nobly fell at the
head of his brave Grenadiers—The loss of Donald M¢Lean
Esq™ Clerk of the House of Assembly ; is also to be lamented ;
he gallantly volunteered his services with a musquet, as did
M. Beikie, M. Alex*. Wood, M*. Quetton St. George, and
perhaps others whose Names are at present unknown.—Cap-
tain Jervie of the Incorporated Militia, and Lieutenant De
Koven of the Royal Newfoundland Fencibles, were wounded.—
The Number of the Enemy’s Troops that landed are stated
to have amounted to 2,500—1It was not disgraceful for 200 to
retreat from such a force.—

The Powder Magazine was blown up, and the New Ship
and Naval Stores destroyed to prevent their falling into the

Enemy’s hands.
(Signed) Ricu®. Leonarp

AD.A. AG.
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NARRATIVE DOCUMENTS

GROUP V (continued)
OPERATIONS ON LAKE ONTARIO, 1813

2. Fort GEorGE, May 27, 1813

Archives, C. 678, p. 136.
From Bisshopp, Fort Erie, to Vincent, Niagara.

Copy Fort Erie March 18" 1813
Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that the Enemy com-
menced a Cannonade on our Lines, at a quarter past 12 o’clock
on the morning of the 17** instant, which lasted till six
o’clock the next evening, during which time we succeeded
in dismounting three of the Enemy’s Guns. Our fire was
extremely well directed and must have done great execution.
Our loss is only one killed and seven wounded. I am par-
ticularly obliged to Captain Bridge commanding the Royal
Artillery, for his attention and alacrity on this occasion.
The Men stationed at the Guns behaved most gallantly.
Lieutenant Armstrong of the Royal Artillery was detached
three miles from Fort Erie, at the Mortar Battery having in
his charge Two Field Pieces.

Lieutenant Garden of the Newfoundland had the direction
of two three pounders and was attached to the Troops from
Fort Erie under the command of Major Ormsby of the 4o*
Regt, who were all night under arms, on the Road between
Fort Erie and the Batteries, ready to oppose the landing of
any force from Black Rock, and to support the Detachment of
the 41°*t and Royal Newfoundland Fencibles on the left.

VOL. IL G
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I beg leave to recommend particularly to your notice,
Captain Whelan of the Royal Newfoundland Fencibles who
commands at the 12 pound Battery, and whose conduct
upon all occasions, and particularly upon this, has shewn
him to be a very valuable Officer. To D*. Harford and the
Medical Staff the greatest credit is due, in procuring sleighs
to carry off the wounded, and in their attention to them
afterwards. I am happy to say the Men are all doing well.
Had the Enemy attempted to land above Fort Erie across
the Ice, every thing was to be expected from the good
conduct of the Militia, under the Command of Lieut. Colonel
Clarke 2¢ Lincoln Regt, stationed up the Lake. Every
Individual, both Regulars and Militia, were anxious for the
moment, which would have given them an opportunity of
serving their King and Country.

Lieutenant Barnard my Staff Adjutant will have the honor
of delivering to you this report, he is well acquainted with
every circumstance that has occurred and will give you any
information that may be required.

I have the honor to be
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant
(Signed) Ceciv Bissuorp
Lieut Colonel.
True Copy
RoserT R Lorine.

Archives, C. 678, p. 301.
From Vincent at Fort George to Prevost at Monireal.

Fort George 19'* May 1813
Sir,
I was this day honored by your Excellency’s communi-
cation (Duplicate) dated Montreal 7'* instant, which was
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brought by an officer of Militia dispatched by Major General
Sheaffe from Kingston—

In expressing my high sense of obligation for so prompt
an assurance of support, in my efforts to maintain the inde-
pendance of this frontier of His Majesty’s dominions from
invasion, I should be wanting in duty and justice to the zeal
and energy of those Officers who participate so largely in
my confidence, were I not to assure your Excellency, that
the flattering assurance held forth in your communication
has not only been truly gratifying to our mutual feelings, but
has created new energies throughout this command—

Your Excellency will have been apprized thro’ my Letters
to Colonel Baynes, that the American Flotilla after remaining
at anchor of this harbour for three days without attempt-
ing any enterprize, proceeded down the Lake, and the wind
being fair for Sacketts Harbour it is probable its destination
was to that place—

Some of the smaller vessels remained and continued
cruizing for several days, between this post and York and
previous to their final departure they landed a party of nearly
two hundred men at the Head of the Lake for the express

'purpose of destroying the Government House and out
buildings—The small force stationed there for the sole
purpose of keeping up our communication with York—not
being sufficiently strong to oppose the landing of that number,
their debarkation being covered by the guns in the vessels—
1t was deemed prudent to fall back upon the reinforcements,
which, tho’ quickly brought forwards, were too late to chastise
the morauding acts of an Enemy who had precipitately
retreated and avoided a contest—With the exception of an
almost constant ostentatious parade of troops artilery and
boats immediately in our view on the opposite shore, no
event has hitherto occurred deserving of notice on this
frontier. Within the last few days the Enemy has been
busily employed in the construction of Batteries opposite
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to this post, with an apparent intention of threatened
invasion—

I am happy to assure your Excellency, that the best spirit,
zeal and exertions continues to animate every individual of
the Army on this frontier—and I feel confident that no
effort will be wanting to repel invasion whenever it may be
attempted, and no exertions will be omitted to prevent the
Enemy gaining a footing in this Province—

Lieut. Colonel Bisshopp is perfectly aware of my ideas,
and a plan of cooperation is mutually arranged in the event
of that measure becoming necessary.—I have considered it
expedient to establish a Depot of Ammunition and Pro-
visions in a very central and commanding position near a
place called the Beaver Dams in a stone house belonging to
a Captain of Militia who is a loyal and faithful subject—

I have judged it proper to divide the force of this post
into three divisions—The right under Lieu*. Colonel Harvey—
The left under Colonel Myres and the center under my own
immediate direction, each being so circumstanced as to give
the most prompt support to each other—I propose leaving
in the Fort a Company of the 49'* Regiment—The Guard
and Gunners with a portion of the Militia under Colonel
Claus and Captain Norton whose anxiety and zeal for the
public service is so constantly conspicuous is encamped on
my left towards the Lake with about one hundred Indians
where it is probable the Enemy might make a descent—

With respect to the Militia, it is with regret that I can
neither report favorably of their numbers nor of their willing
cooperations—Every exertion has been used and every ex-
pedient resorted to, to bring them forwards and unite their
efforts to those of His Majesty’s Forces with but little effect
and desertion beyond all conception continues to mark their
indifference, to the important cause in which we are now
engaged—In considering it my duty, thus to offer a frank
exposition, of my sentiments to your Excellency, respecting
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the Militia of this province, I must at the same time, express
a belief, that when the reinforcements reach this frontier,
many of the Inhabitants, who have been for some time
wavering and apalled, by the specious force of the Enemy’s
resources, will instantly rally round the standard of their
King and Country—

Your Excellency’s condescension in allowing me to point
out my wants, calls for my most respectful acknowledgments
—impressed with a conviction of the urgency and importance
of sending off immediate aid to Brigadier General Proctor,
I only wait the arrival of the Queen Charlotte at Fort Erie
to move a Company and the Head Quarters of the 4o'*
Regiment to Amherstburg, risking this diminution of my
force, under a confident persuasion, that reinforcements are
near at hand to replace them.

I herewith enclose a return of the Regulars and Militia

on this line—
I have the Honor to be

Sir Your obedient
humble servant
Jorx VINCENT
Brig. Gen.

Avrchives, C. 678, p. 305.

From Vincent at Fort George to Sheaffe at .

5 Fort George 20'* May 1813.
ir—

I have to inform you that seven Vessels appeared on the
lake about sun set last night, and this morning we discovered
at Anchor Two Brigs and fifteen smaller Vessels—with each
a long batteau.

At Day light They were seen in the act of disembarking

en—
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I have every reason to expect an immediate attack
especially from a movement The Enemy made yesterday—
bringing a strong force from their left to the Fort and encamp-
ments in the rear of it—

. At all events, I do not think 2 moment should be lost in
giving you the information of this portion of the Enemys
Fleet being at this Quarter—

I have made no change in the Distribution of Troops
since my return to you of yesterday except that I have ordered
The Detachment with the six pounder at Chipawa to
Queenston—

I have the honor to be
Sir Your obedient
humble Servant
Joun ViNcenT.

Brig. Gen.

Archives, C. 678, p. 311.
From Harvey at Fort George to Baynes at Kingston.

Fort George 25 May 1813
My dear Col.—

The whole of the Enemy’s Fleet are here (the Maddison
having arrived early this morning)—We have been can-
nonaded since Day light—the Enemy’s fire has been wholly
(& most successfully) directed hitherto against the Fort
which is made a compleat example of—every Log Barrack
in it being burnt down—As soon as his purpose is effected
against the Buildings in the Fort I have no doubt of his
directing his fire against the Town—which you know is
compleatly at his mercy—that this will be followed by an
attack in front and on both Flanks either tonight or early
tomorrow morning none of us can doubt, the information
we have received will not allow us to doubt it.—What their
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actual Force is immediately opposite to us is of course difficult
accurately to state—but in estimating it at 6000 I do not think
I overrate it—this force with abundant Means of Transport
aided by a powerful Flotilla is not in our circumstances, to be
despised—We are accordingly preparing in the first place to
give them as warm & hearty a Reception as may be in our
power (& the Men I can assure you are infuriated against
them) and in the second, to concentrate our Force should
that distressing alternative be forced upon us—General
Vincent & Col: Myers are writing to you—it might therefore
have been wholly unnecessary for me to have likewise troubled
you with a repetition of the Detail which they will give you—
As however I find some of our Letters sometimes fail when
others reach you, I have scribbled a few Lines to guard against
a similar accident—After what I have said in the former part
of this Letter it is quite unnecessary for me to suggest the
absolute necessity of immediate reinforcements—
truly yrs
J Harvey
[Endorsed] Private.

Archives, C. 678, p. 318.
From Vincent at Forty Mile Creek to Prevost at Montreal.

40 Mile Creek May 28** 1813—
Sir, '

I have the honor to inform your Excellency that yesterday
morning about day break the Enemy again opened his Batteries
upon Fort George ; the Fire not being immediately returned,
it ceased for some time.—About 4 o’clock a.M. a combina-
tion of circumstances led to a belief that an invasion was
meditated ; the morning being exceedingly hazy, neither his
means or his intention could be ascertained, until the mist
clearing away at intervals, the Enemy’s Fleet consisting of
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fourteen or fifteen vessels was discovered under weigh
standing towards the Light House in an extended line of
more than two miles covering from ninety to one hundred
large boats, and scows, each containing an average of fifty
or sixty men.—Though at this time no doubt could be enter-
tained of the Enemy’s intention his points of attack could
only be conjectured ;—having again commenced a heavy fire
from his Fort, line of Batteries and Shipping, it became
necessary to withdraw all the Guards and Piquets stationed
along the Coast between the Fort and Light House, and a
landing was effected at the two mile creek, about half a mile
below the latter place. The party of Troops and Indians
stationed at this point, after opposing the enemy and annoy-
ing him as long as possible, were obliged to fall back, and
the fire from the Shipping so completely enfiladed and scoured
the plains that it became impossible to approach the beach.—
As the day dawned the Enemy’s plan was clearly developed,
and every effort to oppose his landing having failed, I lost not
a moment in concentrating my Force, and taking up a position
between the Town of Fort George and the Enemy, there
waiting his approach. This movement was admirably
covered by the Glengarry Light Infantry joined by detach-
ments from the Royal Newfoundland Regiment and Militia,
which commenced skirmishing with the Enemy’s Riflemen,
who were advancing through the Brush-wood. The Enemy
having perfect command of the Beach, he quickly landed from
three to four thousand men with several pieces of artillery,
and this Force was instantly seen advancing in three solid
columns, along the Lake Bank, his right covered by a large
body of Riflemen, and his left and front by the fire of the
Shipping and Batteries in their Fort. As our Light Troops
fell back upon the main body which was moved forwards to
their support, they were gallantly sustained by the 8* King’s
Regiment commanded by Major Ogilvie, the whole being
under the immediate direction of Colonel Myers Acting
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Quarter Master General, who had charge of the Right Wing.
In the execution of this important duty, gallantry, zeal,
and decision were eminently conspicuous, and I lament to
report that I was deprived of the Services of Colonel Myers,
who having received three wounds was obliged to quit the
Field.—Lieutt. Colonel Harvey the Deputy Adjutant General
whose activity and gallantry had been displayed the whole
morning, succeeded Colonel Myers, and brought up the right
division consisting of the 49'® Regt and some Militia.—The
Light artillery under Major Holcroft, were already in position
waiting the Enemy’s advance on the plains.—At this moment
the very inferior force under my command had experienced
a severe loss in officers and men, yet nothing could exceed
the ardour and gallantry of the Troops who shewed the most
marked devotion in the service of their King and Country
and appeared regardless of the consequence of the unequal

contest.
Being on the spot, and seeing that the Force under my

command was opposed with tenfold numbers who were
rapidly advancing under cover of their Shipping and Batteries
from which our positions were immediately seen and exposed
to a tremendous fire of shot and shells, I decided on retiring
my little force to a position which I hoped might be less
assailable by the heavy ordnance of the enemy, and from
which a retreat would be left open in the event of that measure
becoming necessary.— Lhere after waiting the approach'of
the Enemy for about half an hour, I received authentic
information, that his force consisting of from four to five
thousand men had reformed his columns and was making an
effort to turn my right flank.—At this critical juncture not
a moment was to be lost, and sensible that every effort had
been made by the officers and Men under my command to
maintain the Post of Fort George, I could not consider
myself justified in continuing so unequal a contest, the issue
of which promised no advantage to the interests of His
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Majestys Service. Having given orders for the Fort, to be
evacuated, the Guns to be spiked, and the Ammunition
destroyed, the Troops under my Command were put in
motion and marched across the Country in a line parallel
to the Niagara River, towards the position near the Beaver
Dam beyond Queenston Mountain, at which place I had the
honour of reporting to Your Excellency a depét of provisions
and ammunition had been formed some time since. The
rear guard of the army reached that position during the night,
and we were soon afterwards joined by Lieutt. Col. Bishopp
with all the detachments from Chippawa to Fort Erie.—The
Light and one Battalion Company of the 8'* King’s joined us
about the same time as did Captain Barclay with a detachment
of the Royal Navy.—

Having assembled my whole force the next morning,
which did not exceed sixteen hundred men, I continued my
march towards the head of the Lake, where it is my intention
to take up a position and shall endeavour to maintain it until
I may be honoured with Your Excellency’s Instructions
which I shall feel most anxious to receive. I beg leave to
suggest the great importance there exists for a communication
being opened with me through the medium of the Fleet;
the anchorage under M*. Brandts house is perfectly good and
very safe.—I believe Your Excellency need not be informed
that in the event of its becoming necessary that I should fall
back upon York the assistance of Shipping would be requisite
for the transport of my artillery. I cannot conclude this
long communication without Expressing a well merited
tribute of approbation to the gallantry & assiduity of every
officer of the Staff and indeed of every individual composing
my little army ; every one most gallantly discharged the
duties of his respective station—The struggle on the 27tk
continued from three to four hours and I lament to add it was
attended with very severe loss.

I have the honour to enclose a list of killed and wounded
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and missing with as much accuracy as the nature of existing
circumstances will admit ; many of the missing will I hope
be found to be only stragglers, and will soon rejoin their
corps.—I shall reach the Head of the Lake tomorrow
evening.—Hitherto the enemy has not attempted to interrupt
my movements .—information reached me this morning
through an authentic channel that he has pushed on three
thousand infantry and a considerable body of Cavalry towards
Queenston.—His whole force is stated to amount to nearly ten
thousand men and I cannot conceal from Your Excellency
my conviction that unless some disaster attends their progress,
that force will daily increase. My sentiments respecting the
Militia are already known, and it will not be supposed that
their attachment to our cause can be very steady under the

peculiar complexion of the present times.—
1 have the &c &c.,
Joun VINCENT
Brig Gen'

PS.—I send this despatch by Mr. Matheson who acted as
a volunteer on the 27t and I am happy to inform Your
Excellency—that his conduct was very honourable to his
character, and merits my marked approbation.—Ammunition
will be wanted by the first vessel.—Captain Milnes has been
kind enough to remain with me ’till my next Despatch.—

Archives, C. 678, p. 344.

Postscript added by Harvey to a letter from F owler at Forty Mile
Creek to Baynes at Quebec, 29'> May 1813.

PS.—Not having time to address you officially myself
I have requested Captain Fowler to allow me to add a Post-
script to his Report which contains a most perfect account
of the operations of the 27

An officer of Militia resident at Fort George & a Prisoner




108 THE CANADIAN WAR OF 1812

on his Parole has just arrived from that place.—His infor-
mation confirms our calculation of the Enemys strength
disembarked on the 27", He says that they did not land
less than 5,000 in the first instance and 3,000 more in the
course of that day—of these 4,000 had been detached to
occupy Queenston, Chippawa & Fort Erie—they also talk
of following us in Force.—]. H.

29'* May.—The enclosed from B. General Proctor has
just been received—]. H.

Avchives, C. 678, p. 354.

From Vincent at Bazyleys to Baynes at .

Bazyleys Head of The Lake, 31°* May 1813
Sir,

I have to inform you for the information of the Com-
mander of The Forces that I have arrived here this Evening
and have taken up a strong position which I propose keeping
until I receive your orders or reinforcements arrive. I have
just heard from Major Allan that some Companies of the
8" were expected into York this Evening. I have sent off an
Express to have them march to join me without delay, and
not to remain one night at York as Commodore Chauncey
and his whole Fleet got under way this day at one oClock as
I suppose for York.—I hope our fleet will be on the Lake
tomorrow to meet them and give me an opportunity of re-
taking Fort George. Ishall write to you more fully by Doctor
Strachan [?Stockarn] tomorrow—

We want everything—Shoes, Stockings—Blankets—T ents
and Shirts—I have written to York to forward me all they
may have at that post—

I wrote to Gen Dearborn to send all the Officers families
to either York or Kingston—which you will find by the
enclosed letter he has consented to provided we sent a Vessel
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for them which I hope will be done immediately. I am
happy to inform you that Col Myers is much better he is
wounded in five places but not dangerously.
I have the honor to be
Sir
Your obedient
humble Servant

JouN VINCENT.
Brig Gen

Avchives, C. 257, p. 84.

From Norton, the Indian leader, at Burlington Bay to Prevost
at .

Copy for Office
Burlington Bay June 1% 1813

Sir, :

I am highly impressed with the honor you have done my
Friends, and myself, in Noticing our humble exertions Against
our Enemies, at the same time that I regret with an Aching
heart, their having been less efficient in the late Unfortunate
Affair.—This Misfortune does not however in any manner
diminish the Confidence I have in God, and the Justice of
our Cause, and when our Force shall be so augmented, as to
put us in a Condition to try again the fortune of War : I hope
that the Blood of our Enemies shall obliterate the Remem-
brance of our Misfortune.—

I am equally desirous with yourself to increase the number
of the Warriors who follow me to the Field; but to effect
this T am deficient in the means, except such as Nature may
have given, consequently I am only warmly supported by
such, who are induced from personal affection, or 2 love of
Glory to risk with me.—

To enable me to preserve that good order necessary in
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War, among our People, and to induce the Warriors of other
Tribes to join them, it appears to me necessary that I should
have the power of Rewarding them According to their merits,
and that the Indian Department should not step in between
them, and Me ; for I have had too much reason to suspect,
that the influence which the King’s liberality gives, has
operated to Weaken my Authority ; I have been candid in
laying before Your Excellency these remarks, because I am
determined to exert myself to the utmost to annoy the
Enemy, and should I be thwarted in this Country in pre-
vailing on a sufficient number of Warriors to second my
endeavors, I shall be obliged to make trial to the Westward,
where from the Nature of the Country and disposition of the
People, such influence has less Weight.
With the greatest respect I have the honor to be,
Your Excellency’s faithful Friend and humble Servant.
(Signed) Joun NorTon

Avchives, C. 1170, p. 223.
[GexerAL OrbErs.] Kingston 3¢ June 1813.

The Commander of the Forces has received from Brig®.
General Vincent, a report announcing that the Enemy
having Cannonaded from his Batteries and Ships the whole
of the 24 and 25'* of May, the Troops and Works at Fort
George, and very materially destroyed and injured the
defences of that Post—on the 27t at day break, made a
general attack upon that position, and under cover of their
Fleet, which kept up a tremendous and most destructive
fire, effected the landing of a body of Troops tenfold as
numerous as the Detachment allotted for the defence of that
portion of the Niagara Frontier.—Regardless of the immense
superiority of the Enemy, his advance was gallantly and
obstinately disputed—a judicious position was occupied
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by Lieut. Colonel Myers, and when that zealous and meri-
torious Officer was obliged to quit the Field, having received
three Wounds, he was ably replaced by Lieut". Colonel Harvey,
and the unequal contest continued with unshaken gallantry
and determination.

Brig®. General Vincent considering further perseverence
against an overwhelming Force, a fruitless sacrifice of in-
valuable lives, having gained by their intrepid resistance the
means of dismantling the Fort, and destroying the Stores,
he directed the Troops to fall back on Queenston, which was
done with perfect Order.

Brig®. General Vincent reports that the movements ware
ably covered by the Companies of the Glengary Light
Infantry, strengthened by a Detachment of the Royal
Newfoundland Fencibles and Militia, and these Troops were
gallantly sustained by a division of the 8'* (or Kings) Regi-
ment, commanded by Major Ogilvie.

Brig’. Gen!. Vincent has concentrated his Force in a
strong position at the head of the Lake—

By His Excellencys Command.
Epw®. Baynes A, G.
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NARRATIVE DOCUMENTS
GROUP V (continued)
OPERATIONS ON LAKE ONTARIO, 1813

3. Sackert’s Harsour, May 29, 1813

Archives, C. 678, p. 232.
From Gray at Kingston to Sheaffe at .

[Endorsement] STaTe oF MaRrINE Force, KincsTon.

Kingston Dock Yard 4** May 1813
Sir,
I have the honor to report the present state of our Marine

force at this Post.
Total

1 Royal George 20—32p*. Carronades 2 long g p*. —22.

2 Moira — 10—18— Do —4do do —I4.

3 Prince Regent 10—12— Do —2 do—6 p*. —12.

The above are compleately equiped and ready for Sea

4 Sir George Prevost pierced for 24 Guns now lying
alongside the Wharf taking in her Masts will be ready for
her Guns and Crew in about three weeks.

5 The Brig now on the Stocks is intended to carry 16
Guns (24 or 32 p. Carronades) This Vessel is Seventy feet
Keel, and twenty four feet Beam, and will be ready for sea
in about five weeks or probably sooner if our Stores arrive
from below.

In reporting upon the state of the Marine of Lake Ontario,
I beg leave to suggest the Propriety of laying down a Vessel
of a large Class, upon the Slip, from whence the Sir George
Prevost was launched, to replace the Sir Isaac Brock recently
destroyed. ‘This measure may easily be carried into effect,
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as I have engaged (provisionally) as much Timber as will
effect this object, and the Shipwrights on their way from
York will furnish an abundant supply of workmen.

There is every reason to suppose that a Vessel of this -
Description may be built in four or five weeks. In short
something must be done to recover the loss we have sustained
at York, and this appears to me to be the only mode of re-
covering our Naval ascendency.

I am far from thinking the cause lost, as we have, still
entire, the principal part of our Naval force, and with the
addition of the Sir George Prevost, and the Brig on the Stocks,
I have every reason to believe we shall be enabled to cope
with the Enemy. It is however adviseable to put this
matter past a doubt by persevering in our exertions in the
Dock Yard.

If this measure meets your approbation, the Keel of the
new Ship may be laid the instant the Shipwrights from York,

arrive. _
I have the honor to be

Sir your most obedient humble Servant
(Signed) A. Gray
Act®* DY Q* Mr Gen!
True Copy
Robert R. Loring ADC

Archives, C. 678, p. 234.
From Barclay at Kingston to Sheaffe at ——.

[Endorsement] CapTaiN Barcray, NAvaL ARRANGEMENT,
5** May 1813.
Naval Yard Kingston 5'* May 1813
Sir,
As I understand that you wish your despatches to leave

this to day, I give you what small arrangements can be made
in so short a time.
VOL, II. H
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I take command of the Sir George Prevost, and Captain
Pring is appointed to the Royal George. Captain Finnis
when he arrives will have the Moira—and the Lieutenants
of the Navy will also be appointed to the different Vessels
when they arrive. Lieut: Scott is to command the Moira
until Captain Finnis arrives, and will examine into the State
of her Stores &c., which reports shall be made to you as soon
as T am furnished with them.

I cannot enter into the intentions of Captain Earl, but
I think that he will decline going afloat in any capacity. I
think that it may be arranged so as to have him in the Arsenal
in Capacity of Naval Officer.

I hope the above will be sufficient for your information
at present, and that it will suffice for His Excellency the Com-
mander of the Forces until the next Post leaves Kingston.

[ have the honor to be
Your most obed* Serv*
(Signed) R. H. Barcray.

True Copy
Robert R Loring ADC

Archives, C. 678, p. 236.

From Barclay, H.M.S. Sir George Prevost, off Kingston, to
Sheaffe at Kingston

H.M.S. Sir George Prevost May 5** 1813

Copy
Sir,

I beg leave to suggest to you the propriety of laying down
at least ten gun boats of a sufficient strength to admit of
carrying one 18 or 24 p'. in the bow, and one carronade in
the Stern. When the Shipwrights arrive from York, there
will be a sufficient number to begin and probably to finish
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some of them in readiness to receive the Guns when they
arrive,—and I have also to remark that although a large
ship may be necessary, the smaller vessels are of no less

consequence.
I have the honor to be &c &c

(Signed) R. H. Barcray Captain &
Senior Naval Officer.

Avchives, C. 729, p. 183.
From Barclay at Kingston to Freer at Quebec.

H.M.S. Wolf Kingston. Lake Ontario
May g** 1813
(Duplicate)
Sir,

I had the honor of receiving His Excellency’s letter dated
the 26 of April, and am happy to say that all the Naval force,
with the Exception of the Gloucester, is now in Kingston,
and that the Ship formerly named the “ Sir George Prevost
now by his Excellency’s desire named the “ Wolf” was
launched without any accident on the 27 of April, and is
now in a considerable state of forwardness.

You will be pleased to assure His Excellency that no exertion
on my part, or on that of the other Naval Officers shall be
wanting, to put in force his wishes of having His Majesty’s
Squadron on the Lake equal to going out, and utterly
destroying that of the Enemy—

I enclose lists of Stores &c which are required to supply
the immediate wants of the Squadron, and have to beg His
Excellency will be pleased to cause them to be sent up with
all convenient despatch, as they will much accelerate the
equipment of it, particularly the Cables, Cabouses, Pitch
and Tar; of these four articles we are totally destitute, and
although all the requisition is highly requisite, if there is an
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opportunity of procuring these before the rest, it would be
adviseable to do so.

In the Royal Navy, the sea men are allowed Butter, and
cheese, or in cases where these are not to be obtained Cocoa,
and Sugar ; I perceive that neither is allowed in the Pro-
vincial Marine.—I beg leave to suggest to His Exc’ the
propriety of sending up from Quebec a sufficient supply of
these provisions to be ready to issue to the crews when they
arrive, as part of their accustomed Rations.

As at the Capture of York the Enemy deprived us of the
finest Vessel on the establishment—I propose to His Exc” to
lay down a ship here of the same force. The Shipwrights
from York furnish us with men, and Capt: Gray has with the
greatest promptitude provided a sufficient quantity of wood,
(provisionally) to carry the project into execution, should
it be approved of—

I have taken on myself, with the concurrence of Sir
Roger H. Sheaffe to order Six Gun boats to be laid down,
capable of carrying a long 24, or 18 pounder, as the guns can
be procured. I hope they will be ready in time to be useful,
and that His Exc? will approve of the measure.

The state in which I found the executive part of the Dock
Yard reflects the highest credit on Capt: Gray—but it will
require a great change in the System to prevent the great
abuse of public Stores; which shall be adopted as soon as
possible ; he retains his situation as Commissioner and I
have no doubt, that every thing will be amply provided for
by him

The Ships are I think as fine vessels of their kind as I
have ever seen. The Moira is small, it is true, but she is
by no means so despicable as was represented. ‘The Regent
is a fine vessel for a despatch boat, but I do not think her
capable of much severe active service.

The Provincial Officers appear to feel the loss of their
commands more sensibly than was expected, and with the
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exception of two or three, will, I think apply for retirement
or any other situation they may be judged fit for—Capt: Earl
would accept the post of Master Attendant of this arsenal,
and in the event of Lieu®. Platt preffering active service,
I should think him a very fit person for it—I can easily feel
for Capt: Earl, but as to the rest who have been placed in
their situations from so low a sphere, I think it requires his
Excellency’s consideration what remuneration they deserve, if
any, on their retirement from active service at this time when
their local knowledge is so much wanted.

I enclose also a list of the distribution of Officers for His
Excellency’s information those of the Provincial Marine
therein mentioned told me that they would serve with
pleasure, if their Jocal rank and pay was continued, subordinate
to the Officers of the Royal Navy ; but since that they have,
I suspect, been tampered with, and I understand wish to
rank with us according to the dates of their Commissions

. which is totally inadmissable.

Tobacco is another great essential to the comforts of a
seaman, the want of it would be severely felt, and there is
none here. I think it might be sent up with the Cocoa
and Sugar; I know that a seaman would forego almost any
comfort rather than his tobacco. They are accustomed to
have it provided with the Slop Cloathing and may of course
expect it here.

As I understand that the Ships on the Lakes are intended
to be put on the list of the Navy ; would it not be better to
alter the name of the “Royal George” as there already
appears one bearing the same on the Navy List—not that I
think it of any great consequence, I merely mention that it
is so.

As I am not aware of what Slop Clothing may come
from Halifax I shall only state in a general manner what will
be necessary to begin with.

Captain Sampson was put in arrest by Captain Gray, and
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M. Smith from the Royal George was put in the Command
of the Moira instead of him.—When Captain Finnis joined
M. Smith returned to his Ship again, and L. Sampson is
out of Employment I shall enquire into his case and make
a report to you for his Excellency’s information
I have the Honor to be
Sir
Your most obdt. & Humble Servant
R. H. Barcray Com*. & Senior Officer

Archives, C. 729, p. 189.

REQUIRED TO COMPLETE THE FITTING OF His MajesTY’s
Suips AT KINGSTON

Point FREDERICK May 8th 1813

Anchors of 14 Cwt. . . . No . One
Do— of 3 Cwt. . . . ' . One
Do— of 2 Cwt. . . . . . One
Canvas . . . .No. 1 . Yas One hundred & 40
Do, . . . . 2 . " . Three thousand
Do, . . . . 3 . ’s . One thousand
Do, . . . . 7 . ’s . One thousand
Do. . . . . 8 . ' . Five hundred
*Cabouse to cook for 140 men . Ne . Two
*+ Do Do— for 100 men . . . Two
*Compasses Brass box . . . " . Three
Do Wood De . . . " . Three
Lanthorns Horn . . . . - . One hundred
De—  Signal . . . . . . Ten
Lines log . . Fifty
Do— Hambro " Fifty
Do— Marline Skains One hundred
*Tar Bis Twenty
*Pitch . - Twenty
Rosin . . . Ten
*Rope, 3} inches Coils Five
* Do—1}% " Five
* Do—  inch " Ten
* Do— § ,, . ' Ten
Scrubbing Brushes. Ne Twenty
*Paint White Cwt Four
* Do, Yellow ” One
* Do, Black » Two



B —

*Qil Linseed .

Do. Train
Cables of 14 1nches
ILead Sheet
Copper Sheets

— bolts .

Reflectors patent
Brass locks for Cabins
Padlocks
Nails for Joiners
Compasses Carpenters

Rules Do—

Chizels of sorts

Handsaws

Mauls

Whipsaws .
Do files

Hand " Do—

Crosscut ,, Do

DOCUMENTS
. Galloe

Cwt
Ne

Cwt
No,

Cwt
Pr
Neo

119

Sixty

Sixty

Two

Two

Two hundred
Two

Thirty

Ten

Twenty

Five

One hundred
One hundred
One hundred
Fifty

Fifty

Six

One Hundred
Fifty
Twenty

NB  The Articles thus mark’d * are wanted immediately This requisition
is in addition to those forwarded by Capt» Gray excepting the
Anchors Cables Cabouses & Compasses

May gth 1813

Archives, C. 729, p. 191.

Ordnance Required.

R. H. Barcray

Sen’. Off'.

(Duplicate)
For the use of His Majesty’s Squadron on the Lake
Ontario
prs. prs. prs.
42 24 18 Total.
6 l 12 12 30

The above are exclusive

May 9** 1813.—

of those expected from Halifax,

R. H. Barcray Sen*. Off,
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Avrchives, C. 729, p. 192.

Slop Clothing required.

(Duplicate)
g !
@ :5. g" 2 @ ‘ | l [
= = . = ! - %)
= g S ! ! H < .
= | 8 E T | 2 | 28 | o | 83
< 8 a @ 7] | xd 2 - | 8% | 24
S0y lg 8|88 5|8 75| z5 84
S e | B |& & |4 ]|A 2R &8 | & R N-L- -
150 1 50 200 200 { 200 | 200 | 200 100 100 100 100 100 \ 100 100
Memo.

The Duck to make Frocks and Trowsers will be preferable
Those will be sufficient for a first Supply

May g** 1813
R. H. Barcray

Sen’. Off'.

Avchives, C. 1170, p. 207.

Adjutant Gen®. Office Head Quarters
Kingston 19'** May 1813.

GEeNERAL ORDERS.

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces is pleased
to approve of the following movement of the Troops and
directs that the instruction herein detailed be strictly com-
plied with.

The 1°t Brigade of the Line, and the 1°* Demi Brigade
of Light Infantry, with a Car Brigade of Light Artillery to
proceed immediately to Kingston in light marching Order—
but such baggage as is indispensably requisite to preserve
the comfort and health of the Troops is to be brought on in
Batteaux direct to Kingston—a small baggage Guard to be
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allotted for that Service, and His Excellency strongly urges
the precaution of the Men being amply provided with neces-
saries, particularly Shoes, as are indispensable in the Field,
and which cannot be procured in the Upper Province—

This movement is to be conducted by Column of Grand
Divisions, of two Companies each, to follow in daily suc-
cession—and for this purpose Divisions of Batteaux are to
be assembled at La Chine, and at the Ferry above Coteau
du Lac—the Troops are to disembark at the Cedars, and to
March to the Ferry Six Miles above Coteau du Lac, where
they will embark in the Second Division of Boats and proceed
towards Cornwall, untill they arrive where the road becomes
good—they will then land and the Batteaux are to return
without delay to their respective Stations to bring on the
following divisions of Troops—and each Officer in charge
of a Grand Division, is to see that this Order is promptly
executed— -

The Royal Artillery will conduct their Horses by the inland
communication from Coteau du Lac to Cornwall, the Guns
and Carriages to be sent forward by Water—Captain Ilbert
is appointed to Command the Car Brigade, and to march
with three Six Pounders, One Howitzer, and such proportion
of Gunners and Drivers with Horses, as will when joined by
the Detachment and two Guns under Lieut®. Jones complete
a Brigade—and Captain Sinclair is directed to make such
arrangements as may be necessary to render it perfectly
efficient, by supplying the deficiency from the other Brigade,
which is however to be immediately replaced from Quebec—
and Major General Glasgow is directed to prepare a sufficiency
of Guns to complete another Car Brigade for Montreal, to
replace that brought forward to Kingston, to be sent on
when the Artillery Company expected arrive, at Quebec—
in the mean time the Car Brigade to be equally divided
between Chambly and Montreal—Major General Glasgow
will cause the Six Companies of the 103? Regiment to
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proceed by the most convenient and expeditious route to
Chambly—and he will also take measures to forward with
all convenient expedition the Troops daily expected from
England in the following Order—to Montreal the 19
Light Dragoons taking with them such Horses as may have
been procured for them—the 2¢ Batt™ 41°* Regiment, the
98" Regiment, and the Regiment De Meuron—To Chambly
the 13*" Regiment—all Recruits are to be sent to their
respective Corps—and all Sick and convalescents are to be
detained at Quebec—

Major General De Rottenburg will give the necessary
Orders for the 3¢ Battalion Militia proceeding to Montreal—
as also Six Companies of the Canadian Fencibles—on the
arrival of the Regiment De Meuron at Montreal, the Canadian
Fencibles are to proceed to Chambly—the ¢8'* and 2¢ Batt™.
41°t Regiments are to be sent forward to Kingston

On the completion of the Service on which the Grenadier
Companies are now employed, they are to join their respective
Corps, and Major De Haren of the Canadian Fencibles will
assume the Command of the 2¢ Light Battalion—

Camp Equipage for 1000 Men to be forwarded to King-
ston from Montreal, and in Order that these movements
may not interfere with, or retard the Transport of Marine
and Ordnance Stores which are to be sent on with the utmost
expedition—His Excellency is pleased to direct that the 5®
Batt®. of Militia furnish Crews for conducting the Divisions
of Batteaux to Transport the Troops from La Chine to the
Cedars and from Coteau du Lac to Cornwall, and further
with a view to facilitate the Service, His Excellency approves
of a sufficient Number of Men being selected from the
Militia Companies of the 1t Light Battalion to conduct the
Batteaux with the baggage of the two Brigades.

The Troops are to bring with them a good serviceable
Blanket for every man, which are to be packed in Bales and
sent in the Boats—The Men to carry their great Coats—
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Colonel Young with the division of the 8'* (or Kings)
Regiment to be in readiness to march at the shortest notice
to Niagara.

In case of any impediment arresting the progress of the
Column, the Division obliged to halt is immediately to send
intelligence of their detention to the rear, to prevent the
column crowding, the whole will halt till the obstacle is
removed.

Volunteer Donald M¢®Donnell is transferred from the
49'* Regiment to the 8" (or Kings) Regiment—

Epw”. Bayngs.

Archives, C. 678, p. 347.

Baynes at Kingston to Prevost at .

Kingston 30'* May 1813.
Sir,

I have the honor to report to your Excellency that in
conformity to an arranged plan of Operations with Com-
modore Sir James Yeo, the Fleet of Boats assembled Astern
of his Ship, at Ten OClock on the night of the 28t Inst,
with the Troops placed under my Command ; and led by a
Gun Boat under the direction of Capt. Mulcaster Royal
Navy, proceeded towards Sacketts Harbour in the order
prescribed to the Troops, in case the Detachment was obliged
to march in column—viz. the Grenadier Company of the
100" with one Section of the Royal Scots—2 Companies
of the 8 (or Kings), 4 of the 104*" & 2 of the Canadian
Voltigeurs, Two Six pounders with their Gunners, and a
Company of the Glengary Light Infantry were embarked on
board a Light Schooner, which was proposed to be Towed
under the direction of Officers of the Navy, so as to ensure
the Guns being landed in time, to support the advance of
the Troops.—
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Although the night was dark with rain the Boats assembled
in the vicinity of Sackett’s Harbour by One OClock, in com-
pact in regular order—and in this position, it was intended
to remain until the day broke, in the hope of effecting a
landing before the Enemy could be prepared to line the
Woods with Troops, which surrounded the Coast, but un-
fortunately a strong current drifted the Boats considerably,
while the darkness of the night and ignorance of the Coast
prevented them from recovering the proper Station, while
the day dawned, when the whole pulled for the point of
debarkation.

It was my intention to have landed in the Cove formed
by Horse Island, but on approaching it, we discovered that
the Enemy were fully prepared, by a very heavy Fire of
Musquetry, from the surrounding Woods, which were filled
with Infantry, supported with a Field Piece. I directed the
Boats to pull round to the other side of the Island where a
landing was effected, in good order and with little loss altho
executed, in the face of a Corps formed with a Field piece
in the Wood, and under the enfilade fire of a heavy Gun of
the Enemy’s principal Battery. The advance was led by
the Grenadiers of the 100*" Regiment with undaunted
Gallantry, which no obstacle could arrest—a narrow cause-
way, in many places under Water, not more than four feet
wide and about four hundred paces in length, which con-
nected the Island with the main land, was occupied by the
Enemy in great Force with a Six Pounder, it was forced and
carried in the most spirited manner, and the Gun taken,
before a Second discharge could be made from it a tumbril
with a few rounds of Ammunition was found but unfortunately
the Artillery Men were still behind, the Schooner not having
been able to get up in time—and the Troops were exposed
to so heavy and galling a Fire from a numerous but
almost invisible Foe, as to render it impossible to halt,
for the Artillery to come up—at this Spot two paths led
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in opposite directions round the Hill; I directed Colonel
Young of the Kings Regiment with half the Detachment
to penetrate by the Left—and Major Drummond of the
104" to force the path by the right, which proved to be
more open, and was less occupied by the Enemy; on the
left the Wood was very thick and was most obstinately main-
tained—The Gun Boats which had covered our landing
afforded material aid by Firing into the Woods but the
American Soldier secure behind a Tree, was only to be dis-
lodged by the Bayonet. The spirited advance of a Section
produced the flight of hundreds—from this observation,
all firing was directed [to] cease—and the Detachment being
formed in as regular order as the nature of the ground, would
admit, pushed forward through the Wood upon the Enemy,
who although greatly superior in numbers and supported by
Field Pieces and a heavy fire from their Fort—fled with
precipitation to their Block House and Fort abandoning
one of their Guns—the Division under Colonel Young, was
joined in the charge by that under Major Drummond, which
was executed with such spirit and promptness that many
of the Enemy fell within their enclosed Barracks, which were
set on fire by our Troops—at this point the further energies
of the Troops became unavailing—their Block House
and Stockaded Battery, could not be carried by assault
—nor reduced by Field Pieces had we been provided with
them, the Fire of the Gun Boats had proved inefficient,
light and adverse wind continued ; and all our larger vessels
were still far offi—the Enemy turned the heavy Ordnance
of the Battery to the interior defence of his post, and had
set fire to the Houses in the vicinity of the Fort. Seeing
no object within our reach to attain that could compensate
for the loss we were momentarily sustaining from the heavy
fire of the Enemys Cannon—I directed the Troops to take
up the position on the crest of the hill, we had last charged.
From this position we were ordered to reembark—which
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was performed at our leisure and in perfect order, the Enemy
not presuming to show a single Soldier without the limits
of his Fortress.

Your Excellency having been a Witness of the zeal, and
ardent courage of every Soldier on the Field—it is unnecessary
in me to assure your Excellency, that but one sentiment
animated every breast, that of discharging to the utmost
of their power, their duty to their King and Country, but
one sentiment of regret, and mortification prevailed on being
obliged to quit a beaten Enemy, whom a small band of
British Soldiers had driven before them for Three Hours,
through a Country abounding in strong positions of defence,
but not offering a single spot of cleared ground, favorable to
the operations of Disciplined Troops—without having fully
accomplished the Duty we were ordered to perform.

The two Divisions of the Detachment, were ably Com-
manded by Colonel Young of the Kings and Major Drum-
mond of the 104"—the Detachments of the Kings under
Major Evans nobly sustained the high established Character
of that distinguished Corps—and Captain Burke availed
himself of the ample field afforded him in leading the ad-
vance to display the intrepidity of British Grenadiers.—the
Detachment of the 104" Regiment under Major Moodie,
Captain M°Phersons Company of Glengary Light Infantry
and two Companies of Canadian Voltigeurs Commanded
by Major Heriot, all of them levies of the British Pro-
vinces of North America evinced most striking proof, of their
Loyalty, steadiness and Courage—the Detachment of the
Royal Newfoundland Reg'. behaved with great gallantry.

Your Excellency will lament the loss of that active and
intelligent Officer Captain Gray Acting Deputy Quarter
Master General who fell close to the Enemys work while
reconnoitering it, in the hope to discover some opening to
favor an Assault.

Commodore Sir James Yeo conducted the Fleet of Boats,
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to the Attack and accompanying the advance of the Troops,
directed the co-operation of the Gun Boats.—

I feel most grateful for your Excellency’s kind consider-
ation in allowing your Aides de Camp, Majors Coore and
Fulton to accompany Me in the Field and to those Officers
for the able assistance they afforded me.—

I have the honor to be with respect, Your Excellency’s

Most obedient
Humble Servant
Epwarp Baynes.
Colonel Gleng™ Lig* Inf".

Avchives, C. 1170, p. 216.
GEeNERAL ORDERS. Kingston 30t May 1813.

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces considers
it an act of justice due to the Detachment placed under the
Command of Colonel Baynes, to express his entire appro-
bation of their conduct in the recent attack made upon
Sacket’s Harbour at day break on the morning of the 2gt®
Inst. ; the regularity and patient firmness exhibited by the
Troops under circumstances of peculiar privation and fatigue,
have been exceeded only by their intrepid gallantry in action
forcing a passage at the point of the Bayonet through a
thickly wooded Country, affording strong positions to the
Enemy, but not offering a single spot of cleared ground
favourable for the operations of disciplined Troops.—The
Woods were filled with Infantry, supported by Field Pieces,
and an incessant heavy and destructive fire from a numerous
and almost invisible foe, did not arrest the determined ad-
vance of the Troops, who after taking three Field pieces,
6 Pounders from the Enemy, drove him by a spirited charge
to seek shelter within the Blockhouses of his enclosed Forts,
and induced him to set fire to his Store Houses.—Unfor-
tunately light and adverse Winds prevented the co-operation
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of the larger Vessels of the Fleet ; the Gun Boats under the
direction of Capt® Mulcaster, rendered every assistance
in their power to support the landing & advance of the
Troops, but proved unequal to silence the Guns of the
Enemy’s Batteries or have any effect on their Block Houses,
and it being found impracticable without their assistance,
and the co-operation of the Ships, to carry their post by
assault, the Troops were reluctantly ordered to leave a
beaten Enemy, whom they had driven before them for
upwards of Four Hours, and who did not offer the slightest
opposition to the reembarkation of the Troops, which was
effected with perfect order.

The Grenadier Company of the 100** Reg'. commanded
by Captain Burke, to which was attached a Subalterns
Detachment of the Royal Scots, led the column with un-
daunted Gallantry, supported by a Detachment of the King’s
Regiment, under Major Evans, which nobly upheld the high
established character of that distinguished Corps; the
Detachment of the 104" Regiment under Major Moodie,
behaved with the utmost gallantry and Spirit, and their
example was followed by Captain M°Pherson’s Company of
the Glengary Light Infantry.—

The Detachment of Canadian Voltigeurs under Major
Heriot, behaved with a degree of spirit and steadfastness
so as to justify expectations of their becoming a highly useful
and valuable Corps.

The two Divisions of the Detachment were most ably
commanded by Col. Young of the Kings, and Major Drum-
mond of the 104** Regiment—

Commodore Sir James Yeo, conducted the Brigades of
Boats to the attack, and accompanying the Troops on their
advance directed the co-operation of the Gun Boats. The
Enemy had a few days before received strong reinforcements
of Troops, by the report of the Prisoners, and a Corps of 500
Men, arrived the night preceeding the attack; and from
every source of information his force must have been
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quadruple in numbers to the Detachments taken from the
Garrison of Kingston—

Captain Gray Acting Deputy Quarter Master General,
was killed close to the Enemy’s block House.—In him the
Army have lost an Active and intelligent Officer.—Returns
of Killed and Wounded have not yet been received from the

Corps.
By His Excellency’s Command.

(Signed) Epwarp Baynes
Adjt Gen!,
BZ—The Fleet have returned this morning and landed

the Troop, with four American Officers and about 1 50 Soldiers
Prisoners.

Archives, C. 729, p. 201.
From Yeo at Kingston to Prevost at Kingston.

His Majesty’s Ship Wolfe at Kingston
31°* May 1813
Sir,

I have the honor to propose to your Excellency, in con-
sequence of the Enemy having a large Ship Building in
Sackets Harbour, and to counteract their growing force, that
a Ship of the enclosed dimensions, may be Built at this Yard,
that proposals may be sent to Quebec, for a Master Ship-
wright and such quantity of Workmen, as would complete
her as quick as possible. '

Also request your Excellency will be pleased to cause the
Schooner Simcoe, now laying in this Port, to be taken into
the Service, she being a useful Vessel, and at present, much
wanted.—

I have the honor to be
Your Excellency’s
most obedient
humble Servant

James Lucas Yeo Commodore
VOL, 11, I
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Dimensions of a new Vessel proposed to be Built
at Kingston

Length of Keel . . . . . 129 feet
5 on Deck . . . . . 136
Breadth moulded . . . . . 36,
Depth under the Upper Deck . . 13—3
» To Top of the Bulwark . . 180
Ports fore and aft . . . . 2—1I0
Assunder in the Clear . . . . 7

James Lucas Yeo,
Commodore

Archives, Q. 121, p. 232.
(Transcript from the original in the Public Recovd Office, London.)
Prevost to Bathurst.

No. 64. Head Quarters,

Kingston 1°** June 1813.
My Lord,

The dispatch I had the honor of addressing to Your
Lordship on the 26* Ult°. was scarcely closed when In-
formation arrived of the Enemy’s Flotilla being off Niagara
having on board a second reinforcement of troops calculated
to carry the Force acting against Colonel Vincent to at least
Eight thousand regulars besides Volunteers and Militia,
the Colonel having only on that Frontier Two thousand
Men to oppose to this formidable preparation. When the
last accounts left Fort George it had sustained an incessant
Cannonade of twenty-four hours duration, which deprived
our Troops of every building within and near the work
except the Powder Magazine and the splinter proof Barracks.
No reinforcements being as yet within many days march
of this Post, & the situation of Upper Canada becoming
extremely critical, 1 determined in attempting a diversion
in Col'. Vincents favor, by embarking the principal part of
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the small Garrison at this place and proceeding with them
to Sacketts Harbour. Accordingly the Troops being placed
under the command of Colonel Baynes were embarked on
board of His Majesty’s Vessels the Moira, Beresford, Sir
Sidney Smith, Wolfe and Royal George and arrived in sight
of the Enemy’s Post at Sacketts Harbor at break of day on
the 27** Ulto., but light and adverse winds preventing their
nearing the Fort until the evening, arrangements were made
for the attack at the dawn of the following morning.

Altho’ as Your Lordship will perceive by the report of
Col. Baynes, which I have the honor herewith to transmit
the expedition has not been attended with the complete
success which was expected from it, I have great satisfaction
in informing Your Lordship that the courage & patience of
the small band of Troops employed on this occasion, under
circumstances of peculiar hardship & privation, have been
exceeded only by their intrepid conduct in the field, forcing
a passage at the point of the Bayonet thro’ 3 thickly wooded
Country affording constant shelter and strong positions to
the Enemy, but not a single spot of cleared ground favorable
to the operations of disciplined Soldiers. The Enemy filled
the woods with Infantry, supported by Field Pieces & kept
up a heavy and destructive fire which could not however
stop the determined advance of His Majesty’s Troops, who
after taking three of their Field pieces, drove far superior
numbers by a spirited charge to seek shelter within their
Block houses & enclosed works. At this moment the
Enemy were induced to burn their store houses, but a heavier
fire than that of Musquetry having become necessary in
order to force their last position, I had the mortification to
learn that the continuation of light and adverse winds had
prevented the co-operation of the Ships, & that the Gun-
boats were unequal to silence the Enemys elevated Batteries
Or to produce any effect on their Block houses. Considering it
therefore impracticable without such assistance to carry the
Strong works by which the Post was defended, I reIuCtantIy
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ordered the Troops to leave a beaten Enemy whom they had
driven before them for upwards of three hours, & who did
not venture to offer the slightest opposition to the re-em-
barkation, which was effected with proper deliberation & in
perfect order.

Apprehensive that if I continued any longer in the Enemy’s
port, their Flotilla might return and meet our Vessels encum-
bered with troops & inferior in numbers, I returned with
the Fleet on the 30'" & landed the Troops together with the
brass field pieces six pounders taken from the Enemy &
four Officers and one hundred & fifty of their Soldiers made
Prisoners.

Having placed the Force employed on this occasion under
the immediate Command of Colonel Baynes, I beg leave to
refer Your Lordship to his report for the further particulars
of this Affair.

I have now the honor to acquaint Your Lordship that
whilst the numbers of the Enemy are rapidly increasing,
those with which I am to defend an extensive Frontier have
as yet experienced no material augmentation as the reinforce-
ments of Troops announced to me by Your Lordship in your
dispatch No. 24 of the 12'® of March as coming from the
Mediterranean, Cadiz & the West Indies have not yet
arrived, the inevitable consequence will I fear be the loss of
a part of Upper Canada from my total inability to support the
extraordinary exertions making by His Majesty’s Forces in
this unequal contest, in the conducting of which the Enemy
now evince both a system and a sufficiency of means,

I have the honor to be
My Lord
Your Lordship’s
Most obedient
humble Servant
Georce PrEvosT.
The Right Honb"
The Earl Bathurst.
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Archives, Q. 121, p. 245.

(Transcript from the oviginai in the Public Record Office, London.)
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Torar oF KirrLep, WounpeEp & MissiNG AT SACKETT’s
HARBOUR 29TH May 1813.
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Officers
Killed Cap'. A. Gray, Act®. Dep’. Q. M*. Gen'.

Wounded. Maj". Drummond 104" Reg*.
,,  Moodie . d° Slightly
» Evans . 8% Kings

Cap*. Blackmore d° Dangerously
»  Tytler . de Severely
, Leonard . 104" Severely
,, Shore . d° Slightly

»  Mr¢Pherson Glengarys Severely
Lieu®. Nutall . 8! Kings Since dead
»  Lowry . d° Wounded
»  Rainsford . 104'" Reg'. d°
5, Moore . d° d°
Delancey . d° d°
Ensg Mathieson  Glengarys Slightly
Ensg® Greig . 8 Kings Wounded &
Prisoner.

Epw®. Bavnes, Adj'. Genl
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N1acara Frowtier: 1. Stoney Creek, June 6, 1813

Archives, C. 679, p. 19.
From Vincent at Bazyley’s to Baynes at ——.

Bazyley’s 4** June 1813

Dear Colonel,

I have made no change in my situation since I wrote last—

The Enemy are advancing but not so rapid or in such
force as I expected They have taken post at the 40 Mile
Creek and I just understood that their strength at that
post consists of One Hundred Dragoons and Two Thousand
Men—I have likewise reason to suppose that Men will be
embarked at The Fort of Niagara to attack me in front on
the Lake side—but still if they do not come on me in an
overwhelming force I do not think they will find it an easy
matter again to make me quit my post—If I am reduced to
the necessity of retiring to Kingston—1I am afraid it will be
adding to Brig". Gen Proctors misery in sending him the
remaining Companies of the 41t The Newfoundland and
a part of the Glengary—according to the instructions I
received this day by Captain M*Douall—as I am too much

afraid he is at this present moment in great distress for
137
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Provisions and unfortunately the Queen Charlotte was only
able to take thirty Barrels of Pork from Point Abino—I am
doing every thing I possibly can to assist him—Six Militia
Officers—all active and picked men—are sent forward to
purchase and drive all the Cattle they can find from this to
Sandwich—I have been able to procure to assist this Service
from Col Clark five Hundred Guineas which I hope will
remove all difficulties with those Farmers who will not take
paper Money.

Captain Milnes will I suspect be the bearer of this—I am
sorry to part with him as I found him not only of the greatest
service to myself but as active an Officer in the Field as
any under my Command. He is perfectly able to explain
our situation and what can be expected from us.—I am so
hurried with other matters that I have requested Col Harvey
would write you on all the particulars of this post at this
present moment and Believe Me

Dear Colonel
Your very obliged
JouN ViINcENT.

By a report I have just received from my out posts—an
attack cannot be far distant—as circumstances are at present
I am determined if possible to be before hand with them—I
shall therefore detain Capt®. Milnes until tomorrow.

J. V.

Awchives, C. 1170, P. 229.
G.O. Kingston 6'* June 1813

The following Detachments of Troops to be held in
readiness, to proceed at the shortest notice to join the Forces
under Brigadier General Vincent.

The Flank Companies of the 104" Regiment. One Com-
pany Glengary Light Infantry each Sixty Rank and File.

A Select Detachment from the recruits of the 8 and
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49'" Regiments.—All men sufficiently recovered belonging
to Regiments above Kingston are to join their Corps—the
Detachment is placed under the Command of Major De
Haren Canadian Fencibles, to be provided with Camp
Equipage and ten days Provisions.

Lieut. Colonel Hamilton 100t Regiment to proceed to
Prescott with four Companies of the 100" Regiment, where
the Grenadier Company will join,—Major Taylor with four
Companies to Garrison Isle aux Noix, together with such
further force as may be deemed expedient.

G.O.

Captain Hall Canadian Fencibles is to proceed to the
Station of Brig". General Vincent with a Detachment of One
Subaltern, One Serjeant, One Trumpeter and Twenty four
Troopers to march tomorrow morning.

Major General De Rottenburg will deliver the Commands
of the Troops and Civil Administration of the Province of
Lower Canada to Major General Glasgow, and is to arrive
at Kingston on the 20" Instant. Major General Sir R. H,
Sheaffe will meet Major General De Rottenburg at Cornwall
on the 15" Ins’. and from thence proceed to Montreal, to
assume the Command of the Troops in that District.

Lieut'. Colonel Smelt 1039 Regimt. is appointed to
Command the 2¢ Light Batt® forming at Chambly.

(Signed) Epw®. Bavnes
Adjt. Gen'.

Archives, C. 679, p. 38.
From Harvey at Burlington to [Baynes) at .

Burlington Heights
Sunday 6'* June 1813
My dear Colonel,

The Enemy having dared to pursue (as he arrogantly
termed it) this Division by moving a Corps of 3500 Men with
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4 Field Guns and 150 Cavalry to Stony Creek (within ten
miles of this Position) I strongly urged General Vincent to
make a forward movement for the purpose of beating up this
encampment—In the course of yesterday afternoon our
advanced Post (at Davis’s 8 Miles from hence towards 40
Mile Ck) consisting of the Light Company of the 49'* Regt
was driven in—I instantly went out for the purpose of re-
connoitring & found the Enemy had again withdrawn to his
Camp at Stony Creek—I therefore recommended to the
General to move the § Co®. of the Kings (say 280) & the 49t
Reg*. (say 424) total 700 men—which was accordingly done
at half past 11 oClock—Gen! Vincent accompanied these
Troops the conduct & direction of which he was so good
as to give me—the Troops moved in perfect order & profound
Silence the Light Companies of the 49" and King’s in front,
the 49'* Reg". in the center, and the King’s as a Reserve—
In conformity with directions I had given the Sentries
at the outskirts of the Enemy’s Camp were bayoneted in the
quietest manner and the Camp immediately Stormed—the
Surprize was tolerably compleat 'but our Troops incautiously
advancing & charging across the Line of Camp Fires and a
few Musquets being fired (notwithstanding my exertion to
check it) our Line was distinctly seen by the Enemy whose
Troops, in some degree recovered from their Panick and
formed upon the surrounding Heights poured a destructive
fire of Musquetry upon us which was answered on our part
by repeated charges whenever a Body of the Enemy could be
discerned or reached—the King’s Regiment & part of the
49*" charged & carried the 4 Field Picces in very gallant Style
and the whole sustained with undaunted firmness the heavy
fire which was occasionally poured upon them—1In less than
three quarters of an hour the Enemy had compleatly aban-
doned his Guns & everything else to us—Our Loss has been
severe but that of the Enemy much more so—our trophies,
besides the 3 Guns & Howitzer, (two of these Guns by the
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bye were spiked by us & left on the ground for want of
means of removing) are two Brigadier Generals, 1 F4. officer
3 Captains 1 L*. & about 100 Men Prisoners—

General Vincent being too much hurried & fatigued to
write today has desired me to forward to you with this
Letter the Returns of Killed & Wounded, as well as those of
the Prisoners and Ordnance &c taken—The Brigadier General,
despatch will be forwarded tomorrow—In the meantime he
desires me to congratulate His Excellency on the complete
and brilliant Success of this Enterprize and on the beneficial
Results with which it has already been attended.—Informa-
tion has just been received that the Enemy has entirely
abandoned his Camp, burnt his tents, destroyed his Provisions,
Ammunition &¢. & retired precipitately towards the 40
Mile Creek—our Advance Posts occupy the Ground on
which his Camp stood.—

I am My dear Colonel
very faithfully &c &c
J Harvey

L* Col. DAG.

P§—This is sent by Captain Milne, who proceeds with
Brigadier Generals Chandler & Winder & who from having
been present both in the Action of this day & that of the 27
Ultimo & all the intermediate operations is perfectly qualified
to give His Excellency every satisfactory information on
those Subjects.— J H.

The circumstances in which I write will I hope excuse
this hasty & inaccurate Scrawl of which moreover I have no

Copy.
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Archives, C. 679, p. 27.

From Vincent at Burlington to Prevost at Kingston.

(For the Office)
Burlington Heights,

Head of Lake Ontario.
6 June 1813.
Sir

Having Yesterday rec’. informat® of the Enemy having
advanced from the 40 Mile Creek with a Force consisting of
3500 men, 8 or 9 Field Pieces and 250 Cavalry for the avowed
purpose of attacking the Division under my Command in
this Position, & having soon afterwards rec?. a report that
he had passed the Swamp, & driven in my advanced Posts
from Stoney Creek and Brady’s, L. Col: Harvey D.A.G.
immediately went forward with the Light Companies of the
King’s and 49'* Reg®. and having advanced close to, &
accurately ascertained the Enemy’s Position, sent back to
propose to me a night attack on his Camp. The motives
which induced Lt. Col. Harvey to make and me to agree to this
proposal were these: this position tho’ strong for a large
Body is far too extensive for me to hope to make any success-
ful Stand in against the superior force understood to be
advancing against me in three separate points, Viz: by the
Lake, by the center road, and by the Mountain on my
right.

The Attack I knew would not be delayed, I had neither
time or inclination precipitately to retreat from my position,
I therefore embraced the proposition of L* Col Harvey, as
an alternative not only more worthy of the gallant Troops
under my command, but as offering the best chance of crip-
pling the Enemy, and disconcerting all his plans, as well as
gaining time for retreat, should that measure still be found
necessary. 'The Enemy’s Camp was distant about 7 Miles ;



DOCUMENTS 143

about # past 11 I moved forward with the five Comp®.
of the 8" (or Kings) & the 49'" Reg'. amounting together
to only 704 Firelocks; Lt Col: Harvey who conducted it
with great regularity & judgement, gallantly led on the attack.
The Enemy was completely surpriz’d & driven from his
Camp, after having repeatedly formed in different bodies
& been as often charged by our brave Troops, whose conduct
throughout this brilliant enterprize was above all praise. The
Action terminated before day-light, when three Guns, &
one brass Howitzer, with their Tumbrils, two Brig. Gen's,
Chandler and Winder, first & second in Command, & upwards
of a 100 Officers, non-commission’d Officers & Privates
remain’d in our hands.

Not conceiving it prudent to expose our small Force
to the View of the Enemy, who, tho’ routed & dispersed,
was still formidable, as to numbers & position, he having fled
to the surrounding heights, & having still 4 or 5 Guns, the
Troops were put in motion at day-break and marched back
to the Cantonments. After we had retired & it had become
broad day, the Enemy ventur’d to re-occupy his Camp, only
however for the purpose of destroying his incumbrances,
such as Blankets, Carriages, Provisions, spare Arms, ammu-
nition &c. after which he commenced 2 precipitate retreat
towards the 40 mile Creek, where he effected 2 junction,
with a body of 2000 men who were on their march from
Niagara to reinforce him. I cannot conclude this Dispatch
without calling your Excellency’s attention to the following
Officers.

To Lt Col. Harvey the Dep. Adj Gen'. my obligations
are particularly due: from the first moment the Enemy’s
approach was known he watch’d his movements & afforded
me the earliest information ; to him indeed I am indebted for
the suggestion and plan of Operation ;—nothing could be
more clear than his arrangements, nor more completely
successful in the result. The Conduct of Maj: Plenderleath
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who commanded the 49** Reg'. was very conspicuous, by
his decision & prompt efforts. 'The Surprize of the Enemy’s
Camp was completed, and all his Efforts to make a stand was
render’d ineffectual by the Bayonet, which overthrew all
opposition ; a Party of the 49" with Maj: Plenderleath at
their head gallantly charged some of the Enemy’s Field
Pieces & brought off two six-Pound™.—Major Ogilvie led on in
the most gallant manner the 5 Comp® of the King’s Reg". &
whilst one half of that highly disciplined & distinguish’d Corps
supported the 49" Reg®. the other part moved to the right
& attacked the Enemy’s left Flank, which decided our mid-
night Contest. I have also received the greatest assistance
from Maj: Glegg, Brig: Maj: to the Forces, & beg leave to
mention the names of Capt®. M°Douall and Milnes Your
Excellency’s Aides de Camp who accompanied me in the
Attack, & upon all occasions have volunteer’d their Services.
I have likewise to acknowledge the assistance of Capt™
Chambers of the 41** Reg'. who had arrived some days
before from Amherstburg, & M. Brock B.M. 49'* who
assisted me as Act® Aid de Camp.

To M. Hackett Act® Staff Surg® to this Army I feel
myself particularly indebted for his judicious arrangem*. by
which the wounded have recd. every attention, & are, most
of them, likely to be restored to the Service.

It would be an act of injustice were I to omit assuring
your Excellency that Gallantry and Discipline were never
more conspicuous than during our late short service, & I feel
the greatest Satisfaction in assuring you that every Officer &
Individual seem’d anxious to rival each other in his efforts to
support the honor of his Majesty’s Arms, & to maintain the
high character of British Troops.

On leaving this Position to march against the Enemy
it was immediately occupied by L* Col. Bisshopp with
Detachm®. of the 41°* Reg. Glengary & Newfoundland &
Militia, & the Artillery under Maj: Holcroft, who were in a
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Situation to move towards my support or to either Flank, as
circumstances might require.

I directed Cap®. Fowler the Dep. Ass: Q. Maj: Gen!. to
remain in the rear with a view of reconnoit’ring the Country,
collecting the resources & keeping open the Communication.

I am happy to assure your Excellency, that had any
extreme case happen’d, I felt the fullest confidence in the
zeal and Exertions of those Officers for making the most
judicious arrangements.

I beg leave to refer Your Excellency to the enclosed
Reports for particulars respecting our Loss which I regret

has been very severe.
I have the honor
&c &c &c
(Sign’d) Joun Vincent
Brig. Genl.

Archives, C. 679, p. 61.

From Evans at Forty Mile Creek to Vincent at .

Forty Mile Creek
half past seven oClock p.m.
8" June 1813
Sir,

I have the honor to report to you that part of the Force
of which you honor’d me with the Command has taken
possession of the Post hastily abandoned this morning by
the American Army under Major Gen!. Lewis ; 8O precipitate
has been their flight that their Tents were in part left standing,
and various Articles of Stores, Arms, Ammunition, and Pro-
visions have been secured—The Nava] part of our Force has
- captured or destroyed fourteen or Sixteen Boats laden with
Supplies, and many Prisoners have been made—The Ameri-
can Force is stated to have consisted of from 4, to §,000 Men

and represented as in a sickly condition—I have stationed
VOL. IL. K
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my Force best calculated for its immediate security, and
pushed on the Indian Force in hopes of intercepting the
Enemys Command, and troubling his rear.

I enclose for your information a Return of Ammunition
carried for the use of the Army in the Lady Gore Schooner
and have the honor to be

Sir,
With great Respect
Your Most Obedient
Humble Servant
Tuo®. Evans,
Lieutt. Colonel.

PS—The Detachments of the 41°* and 49 under Lieut.
Co'. Dennis arrived in time and took possession of the Post
abandoned by the Enemy at Milton—

Avrchives, C. 679, p. 53.
From Vincent at Burlington to Prevost at Kingston.

Burlington Bay—
8t* June 1813—
Sir,

In consequence of our attack on the Enemy’s camp on
the Morning of the 6'* Instt., they have made a Movement
to their rear, and retired back to the Forty Mile Creek, which
has given me an opportunity of pushing out my Patrole to
their late Camp.

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 2
Inst'. with 2 Memorandum enclosed.—The Fleet are this
moment reported. I am therefore confident I am perfectly
secure in this post as long as we have the Lake open to us.—
I have this morning made a change of Position to a place
named Coot’s Paradise, on which I am throwing up a strong
fortification in my front, all other parts are so strong as to
secure themselves from an attack of an Enemy. In this

" —— e,



RS

DOCUMENTS 147

situation I am determined to hold out if their whole F orce
of Twelve Thousand is brought against me. Col. Harvey
and Captain M®Doual will write very fully on the subject
of this new situation to Col. Baynes

I have to report the arrival of Sir James Lucas Yeo,—he
informs me that this morning he cannonaded a Camp at the
Forty Mile Creek, which he dispersed,—with some Bateaux.
—1I had hardly given orders for the Detachment of the 8t
being disembarked then I received a private express from the
Forty Mile Creek, that in consequence of our Fleet being up
the Lake, the Enemy struck their Tents and are retiring to
Fort George.—I have therefore sent this Detachment back
to the Forty Mile Creek with the Commodore, and I have
pushed forward my outposts, with some Indians to cooperate
with our Fleet, and take up their quarters this night at the

40 as my advanced post.
I can assure Your Excellency that a Troop of Dragoons

will be of the greatest service in this country.
I have the honour to be
Your Excellency’s
Most obd®. humble Servt.
JonN Vincenr,
Brig: Gen'.

Avrchives, C. 1170, p. 232.

G.0. H.Q. Kingston 8'* June 1813
5 OClock, p.m.

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces has just
received an Express, announcing that a strong division of
the American Army had advanced to the F orty Mile Creek,
with the intention of attacking the position occupied by
Brig*. General Vincent at the Head of Burlington Bay. The
Enemy’s plan was however anticipated by the Gallant General,
and completely defeated by a spirited attack at daybreak
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on the 6% Ins'. on the American Army, which was com-
pletely defeated and dispersed.—Twelve Officers, two of
whom were Generals, and five pieces of Cannon were taken
—and the fugitives were pursued in every direction by a
numerous body of Indians under the Chief Norton.—The
Enemy’s Force is stated at 200 Cavalry and 4,000 Infantry,
besides a strong force in Boats.

This intelligence was communicated off York at 2. .M.
to Commodore Sir James Yeo, who had sailed with the Fleet
on the 3% Ins'. to co-operate with General Vincent—and
immediately proceeded with reinforcements on board to
support the General’s {urther attack upon the Enemy.—
Further reinforcements under Major De Haren, proceeded
this day from Kingston to join General Vincent.—The
British loss has been very slight.—The official dispatch is
hourly expected.

(Signed) Epw®. Baynss,
Adjt. Gen'.

Archives, C. 679, p. 58.
From Vincent at Burlington to Prevost at [ Kingston).

Burlington Bay 9'* June 1813
Sir,

I had the honor of writing to Your Excellency yesterday—
That The Enemy in consequence of our Fleet appearing off
the 40 Mile Creek—had been reported to me as retiring
towards Fort George I immediately pushed on our out-
posts consisting of the Grenadier Company of the 49" and
a strong Company 41** Regiment under the Command of
Lieut. Col Dennis—with two Three Pounders—to take post
at Miltons on the Mountain at the 40—and Major Evans
with The Detachment of the 8t* Kings—not yet being dis-
embarked from our Fleet—Commodore Sir J. L. Yeo—
immediately got under way in hopes of cuting off their boats—
I have now the pleasure of reporting from letters I received
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—dated 7 oClock last night from The Commodore and Major
Evans that They were in possession of the 40 Mile Creek
The Wolfe at anchor within musket shot of the shore—

We have got into our possession a number of their boats—
a quantity of baggage and more than 200 Tents—

I herewith forward for your Excellencys information
Major Evans letters—

I have directed the Boats and Camp Equipage to be
forwarded to this post without delay.

It is my intention to keep possession of the 40 as long as
I possibly can—If the Troops there are kept on the alert—
they will at all times have an opportunity of retiring on me
here—

I have taken the liberty to open Brigadier General Proc-
tor’s letter to your Excellency and I find his want of the
remaining Companies of the 41°* Regiment is so great that
I think it adviseable to send him the whole of the Detachment
of that corps at present with me—and they can be parted
with at this present moment better than at any other period
—as I can now defend myself where I am in my present
situation and more especially as I do not intend to act on the
offensive until I receive reinforcements—

I have the Honor to be
Sir
Your Obedient
humble Servant

Joun Vincent
Brig. Gen!

Archives, C. 1170, P. 236.
G.O. -H.Q". Kingston 11** June 1813.
His Excellency the Commander of the Forces has the
highest gratification in publishing to the Forces a District

General Order issued by Brig®. General Vincent—His Ex-
cellency avails himself of the Words of the Brig". General—
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He is at a loss for language to do justice to the distinguished
bravery and good conduct of the Troops engaged.
A Royal Salute to be fired in celebration of this splended
achievement.
By His Excellency’s Command.
(Signed) Epw”. Baynes
Adjt. Gen'. N.A.

D.G.O. Head Quarters 7** June 1813

Brigadier General Vincent congratulates the Troops on
the success which crowned the attack made by the Kings and
49" Regiments on the Enemy’s position & Camp at Gage’s
yesterday morning when his force consisting of not less than
3,500 men, advantageously posted and protected by a con-
siderable number of Guns was completely routed and driven
off the Field :—4 Picces of Cannon with their Tumbrils,
Horses &c®. two Brigadier Generals, five Field Officers &
Captains, and upwards of 100 Prisoners were the Trophies
of this brilliant enterprize :—Immediately after our Troops
had retired towards their Cantonements, the Enemy aban-
doned the position to which he had fled, and after burning
and destroying a quantity of Baggage and Provisions, Car-
riages, Blankets, Arms &c® commenced a precip[it]ate retreat,
and did not halt until he reached the 40 Mile Creek, 12 Miles
(through the worst possible roads) from the scene of Action ;
here he effected a junction with a reinforcement which was
on its march to join him.

Brig®. General Vincent is at a loss for Language to do
justice to the distinguished bravery and good conduct of the
Troops engaged.

To Lieutt. Colonel Harvey Deputy Adjutant General,
who planned the enterprize and conducted the columns to the
attack, every degree of praise is due, and his distinguished
Services are duly appreciated.—The 8 (Kings) and 49**
Regiments, he was rejoiced to observe, vied with each other
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in acts of intrepidity and Gallantry, though at the unavoidable
expence of many of their Valuable Officers and Men.

To Major Ogilvie and the Officers and Men of the King’s,
and to Major Plenderleath and Officers and Men of the 49'"
Regiment, the Brigadier General offers his grateful thanks.

To the Officers of the Staff as well as to Captain Chambers
and to His Excellency’s Aides de Camp, Captains M*Douall
and Milnes, Brig". General Vincent feels great obligations.

To the Royal and Provincial Artillery under Major
Holcrof