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SURVEY OF THE OTTAWA ROUTE TO LAKE HURON.

Adoxg the various plans of public improve-
ment that have been propusud in this country,
is the making a navigable water communication
between the Ottawa Ruiser and Lake Huron, in
order to facilitate the settleraent of the coun-
try, and provide fur the transport of produce
from the upper Lakes Ly a much shorter route
than through Lakes Ene and Ontario.  With
this design, an act of the Legmslature was pus-
ed, providing fur a ¢ Survey of the Otlawa
river, and the country burdening on it, togcther
with the country and waters lying between that
river and Lake Huron.” In pursuance of this
act commissioners were appuinted, who enga-
ged three gentlemen, “who wae directed to
take different routes, with a view of discovening
the nature of the country, the facilitics of
transport, the quality of the =u.l, and whethcr
adapted to purposes of cultivation, besules the
great object—the waier cummunication,”—
‘The reports of these gentlemen fulfil these ob-
jects.  As these reports and the country they
describe are but little known, we shall give an
abstract of them in the present article.

The gentlemen employed in this survey em-
barked at Penetanguishine, and crossed the
north-eastern coast of Lake IHuron, when one
of them (Mr. Taylor) struck out fur the
French river, and had to pay an Indian to shew
him its entrance, “The impracticability of a
stranger finding the mouth of this niver is soon
seen. The islands are grouped together,
forming channels deep and intricate, with many

reefs and sunhen ruchs, varying in their coursce,
without any feature to disuinguish one from
another, and eatending thuusclies as far as
the ¢se cansce. The Indians are sumetimes
at u lus. tu hnow the best and necrest channel
to a reuared sputy as the islands have the same
appearaney, the greatest clevatiun not exceed-
g 30 feet, often only 15, But a channel
cuuld be marhed vut by beacons un the sunken
rocks.”  The Hudson Bay Company have a
pust near the nouth of this river. Three miles
farther up the strem theress a portage 300
yards across ; the fall is about 10 feet, river
narrow and ispeded with rocks.  *The sur-
roundiny country presents the suic appearance
as the north-cast shure of Lake Huron; the
woud 1s uf a stunted growth, and the rocks are
cuvered with mosses and lichens.™  Ascending
the river, the channel is narrow and rocky,
depili of water vacying from 10 to 20 feet, and
on cach sl a bold granice shore 60 or 80 feet
high. But few fizh 1n the river, and but little
liuntiug in the country, beaver or otler ex-
tremely :carce, deer not seen except 1n winter.
At 11 miles the fall of Petit Recolet occurs,
which i; 20 feet, the portage 150 yards, Ten
mules further is the Pectit Foucile rapid, the
ccuntry granite, covcred with a small, stunted
growth of pine, birch, and poplar.  Further vp
occur the rapids Brsson, Grand Foucile, Croix,
and Pine, whole rize equal to 57 feet, The
banhs are bold and irregular, 100 feet high, un-
duiating, covered with small wood. The chan-
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nels filled with sunken rocks and smalf islands.
Continuing 8 miles further, the Chaudicre falls
occur at the outlet from Lake Nipissingue, the
falls are 25 feet,  “This Lake is 165 feet abore
Lake Huron, and is irregular in its shape ; its
length from the Chaudiere falls to the north-
castern extremity is 28 geographical miles, and
its extreme breadth from Turtle river to West
river is 28 miles. Several small rivers flow
into the Lake: the principal are the West,
Sturgeon, Turtle, South. The waters are
generally shallow, especially in the bays, which
are deep and full of rocky islands. Theshores
are granite, except at the entrance of some of
the streams, where alluvial deposit 1s found,
but inconsiderable. The fish caught in this
Lake are few, jack and carp the principal in
season some sturgeon and white fich, but the
latterinferior to those of Lake Ifuron. This
scarcity of fish s attnibutable to the sterility of
the country. Game of all kinds is scarce,
grouse and hare the most abundant, The ani-
mals taken at the fur posts are beaver, otter,
minx, and muskrat, but few, if any, on the
shores of the lake, but on the rivers. In winter
deer are taken, but rarely moose.”

This sketch of French river and Lake Nipis-
singue shows that the country so far is sterile
and rocky ; yet thee would ecem to be no
great obstruction in the way of opening a water
communication, if the following statement
from ¥Mr. Hawkin’s report, may be relied on.—
e makes the length of French river from Lake
Huron to be 30 mules, of which 26 are naviga-
ble, and 4 obstructed navigation. But there
18 a great difference between his estimate and
Mr. Taylor's as to the height above Lake Hu-
ron, the latter making it 165 feet, and the for-
mer 70 or 75 feet above thelake. This differ-
ence of 90 feet as to the height of the source of
French niver in Lake Nipissingue abeve Lale
Iuron, shews how little dependenre ecan be
placed on such estimates, which at best are but
guess work,

Mr. Taylor crossed Lake Nipissingue to
Sturgeon river, and 53 miles from its mouth
came to the Sturgeon falls, 35 feet, tumbling
through granite, and divided by rocky islets,~
The banks are a sandy subsoil, top vegetable
mould. The treesare taller and of a more
thnifty growth than those below the fall.—
Seven miles further are the Sand fulls, 20 feot
perpendicular, passing through rocks of granite,
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Quantities of white cedar grow here, and attain
a large size.  Ascending the river, the Stone
rapids occur, descent 83 feet, and then the
Smoke folls, tumbling over rugged crags 65
feet, the rocks granite. Passing upwards to
the Forks, 14 miles, the country is craggy and
broken, still granite, the hollows filled with
yellow sand, which m some places forms the
banks of the river alternately with the granite,
The river where nmavigable is e sluggish, irre-
gular stream, from ono to two hundred yards
wide, in many places very shallow. Ascending
the river to Lake Tamagamingue, the country
is of the same character, the banks granite and
fossil rocks, granite and green stone, slate and
porphyry ; the woods are birch, poplar aad
cedar, some pine. The principal comnponent of
the granite in this section is mica, and the rocks
in some places are perforated. Thewholeheight
of Lake Tamagamingue above Lake Nipis-
singue, is estimated at 715 feet. There are 19
portages between, and long and cortinued
rapids. INo soil fit for agriculture, nor does he
believe that there is any to the north or north
west, as the Indians describe the country to be
worse than any he had crossed.

#Lake Tamagamingue is 20 geographical
miles 1n length, greatest breadth about three
miles ; in some placesit is narrow, and full of
islands and islets, The water is dcep, and
beautifully clear ; therc arc several small
streams that fall into 1t, The Lake abounds
with fich, those taken in summerare black bass,
carp, juck ; in the strcams there are plenty of
trout, and good white fish. The animals in
the neighbourhood are the beaver, otter, minx,
muskrat, and deer, sometimes moose. The
whole of the surrounding country is slate, with
bold outline, the highest lund about 400 feet
above the lake, timbered with pine, birch, and
poplar, the latter in large quantities. The
vaters of this lake fall into the Ottawa and
Lake Nipissingue, its connection with the latter
bring by a cuceession of takes and rapid streams;
and with the Ottawza by a chan of lakes nearly
on a level, and a rapid stream to Lake Temis-
caminauc, which it enters at the confluence of
the Montreal river with that lake,”

“Lake Temiscamingue is 50 geographical
miles 1n length ; 1ts extreme breadth not more
than 8, tn some places scarcely one. It lies
between the parallel 46° 45 and 47° 36°
north, and longitude 78 © 48’ west. Its shores
are steep and mountainous, chiefly granite and
slate ; the soil coarse and gravelly, not fit for
cultivation. About the centre of the lake, the
riudson Bay Company have a post on & neck of
land, where they cultivate @ few acres of pota~
tocs, and sometimes a little wheat and peose,
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these last with difficulty : yet there is no other
soil equally productive near the lake.”

It is unnecessary to follow Mr. Taylor any
farther in his descent to the Ottaws, for the
country through which he passed isof the same
character, hills of granite, stecp to the margin
of the river, forming deep ravines, covered with
pine, beech, solt maple, poplar, birch, and black
oak, all small; occasional alluvial flate, on
which grow some good red pine. The whole
ascent from Lake Huron to Lake Temisca-
mingue is estimated at 880 fect, and the descent
from thence to the Ottawa 222 feet, making
1102 feet, besides the descent down the Otta-
wa. This route may therefore be dismissed
from farther consideration. The countiy 1s
not fit for agriculture, nor arc the streams
adapted for a water communication,

Mr. D. Thompson, another of tac gentlemen
employed on this survey, attempted in the cloze
of the season to explore and survey a route
near the Ottawa by the Muskrat Lake, to
avoid the Calumet falls, but the season was too
far advanced for the operation, and after con-
tending for about three weeks with the wintry
weather, he had to break up the survey, having,
however, succecded in taking the chief levels.
His report gives the result of his examination
of this route, and of the Calumet falls; and
also a scries of astronomical observations on
the survey from Lake Huron to theOttawa, by
the Muskako and Madawaska rivers, which
route was taken by him at the commencement.

The next report on this survey is made Ly
Mr. Hawkins, Deputy Provincial Surveyor,
who first examined a route from Lake Huron
to the Ottawaby the nvers Maganetawang and
Pittoiwais ; but as there isan ascent up the
first of 340 feet, and a descent down the last of
450, malung 790 feet, this route was abandoned.
Averaging each lock at 10 fect, it would re-
qure 79 locks to connect Lake Iuron and the
Ottawa by this route.

The route next examined by Mr. Hawkins
is from Bytown up the Ottawa, Little river,
Lake Nipissingue, and the French river, to
Lake Huron. Tlus is the only route that ap-
pears to be feasible. A table 1s given of the
distances, altitudes, length of obstructed navi-
gation, and navigable waters, through the
whole route ; by which it appears that from
Bytown ‘o the height of land between the

275

Ottawa and Lake Huron there is an ascent of
419 feet, with 274 miles of obstructed naviga-
tion, and 187 naviguble ; and from the height
of lund to Lake Huron there is a descent of 80
feet, with 0 nnles of obstructed navigation, and
50 navigable ; making a total of 499 feet height,
and 273) miles distance, of which 363 are ob-
structed navigation, and the remainder naviga-
ble. Allowing 10 feet to each lock, it would
teke 50 locks to connect Bytown with Lake
Huron by this route.  Mr. Hawkins observes,
however, that tn the preceding cstimates of
heights he hes added ncthing for currents, and
says 10 or 15 fect should be allowed for the
French River on this account. We have be-
fore stated the difference between him and Mr.
Taylor in their estimates for thisriver, Butas
the former makes no allowance for currents,
and as in the 237 miles of navigable water we
may assume that half at least will havea strong
current, we may safely ndd about 70 feet to
his cstimate, making the total height about
570 fect.

We subjota the following general descrip-
tion of the country from Mr. Hawkins' report.
The belt of hardwood land, 45 miles wide,
appears to be the only part fit for agriculture.
A late English publication quotes the follewing
passage, stid to be from a letter addressed by
Baron Humboidt to Lord Castlereagh : «The
wood imported from Quebec is partly from the
woods on the lakes and rivers of the United
States, snd the wood in Caneda is to a consi-
derable extent cat by the inhabitants of the
United States, who, being patd in ready money,
recetve the greatest portion of the price. The
wood called red pine grows entirely in the ter-
ntory of the United States.” How far this
statement was ever applicable, we need not
now enquire, for at present every part of it is
erroncous. ‘The United States are so far from
bringing timber to Canade, that they have not
enough for themselves, and large quantitics of
pine timber are exported from Canada to the
States, Andas tored pine being peculiarly
the growth of the States, it is here shewn by
this report on the Ottaws, that there is an in-
exhaustible forest of red pine in the country
bordering on that river, and part of this tract
has been visited by the lumberers for several
years back. As the statement quoted above
has been used recently in argument in England,
we therefore think proper to shew that if it ever
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was true, 1t 18 66 no fonger, nor has it been su

for several years. The following extract has
an important bearing on the trade of the coun-
try, as well as being descriptive of 1ts cha: acter.
The sales of timber produce from ten 1o twelve
thousand pounds per snnum to the pablic

revenue.

The formation of the country for 15 miles
east of Lake Huron 1s low and recky, and 1s
generally umbered with red and white pine,
birch and tamrac ; 1t then undulates, and wnay
be considered a lully country tu the height of
land and un the Ottawa. The most clevated
land, however, does not, in my opimon, exceed
1,000 feet above Lake 1uron.

After the avove change takes place, the land
1s generally tunbered with beuch, maple, birch,
balsam and pine ; hasswood, elm or vak being
but seldom seen, except on the banks of’ nivers
or lakes, untl penetrating 50 or 60 miles from
Lake Huron ; the two first of these tuubers
are there tound in abundance, and the latter
(white ouk) sparingly. Tt 1s worthy of remark,
that on the entire distance between Lake Hu-
ron and the OUttawe, I noticed but une red ok,
the hardw vud lands to withun abuut 50 nulcs of
the Ottawa fornnng a belt abuut 15 nules wide.
Thence to the Ottawa appuars an intcrnunable
forest of red pine, sl gencrally rud or white
sand, and frequently rocky.

A large portion of the belt of hardwood 1s
undoubtedly fit tor settlement, particularly the
first 20 miles east of district bounaary, as
shewn on plan. T'he soil of this tract 1s gene-
rally of a good quality, being gencrally Jlay or
sand loam, and frequently partaking of the
properties of both these soils.  The residue of
this belt of hardwood may be descnbed as hav-
ing a loamy soul, superimposed on red or white
sand, cach of these qualities being irregular in
1ts depth, and generully too shallow fur agri-
cultural purposes ; it 1s irequently broken with
rocks jutting its surface, and many places are
stony, particularly in the viunity of large lake .

When the portions of this Province now be-
ing settled become tluckly populated, I have no
doubt but the major part of this tract will be
found fit for settleiaent. This country 1s com-

aratively free from large swamps or morasses,
gut is diffusely supplied with lakes and nivers,
which must eventually be founcd of much 1mn-
portance in forming an internal nawvigation;
and when this country does become an object
of settlement, it can only be accomplshed.
with any degree of advantage, by ascending
some of the principal rivers (running into Lake
Huron) until coming into what might be consi-
dered Jhe first great table above Lake Huron,
and having once got on this table it will be
found easy to advance the settlement northerly
through the large lakes and tnbutary streams
on this table. The nvers chosen to ascend
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shoull be as near Penctanguishine as could
practically be found, for winch purpose the
Moose River 12 well adapted.

The routes I have just mentioned are numer-
ous, and are generally preferred by the Indians;
they will have two paramount udvantages ; the
dh=tance 13 shurter than that by the hazardous
coast of Lake Huron, and they pass through
the only part of the country fit for settlement.

A large tract of the country explored, as I
have previous.y stated, 18 timbered with red
mne,and 1s situated cast of the dividing ridge, but
notwithstanding that 8 meagre soil does exist
on this section, it abounds with an almost in-
exhaustible forest, the resources of which, even
at the present period, form no inconsiderable
part of the revenue of the country, and which
must continue to increase in a ratio proportion-
ate to the facilities of floating or shipping it
off, and which can only arrive at its maximum,
wlen the waters of the Ottaw. are made navi-
gable.

The scenery of the Ottawa 1s not, perhaps,
cquniled, in pont of grandeur, by any portion
ot the Canadag, unless by that of the St. Law-
rence. JFrom Bytown to that part of the Ot-
tava knownas the *Deep River,” the Ottawa
tluws through a wide-spreading valley, and has
more the appearance ol a succession of large
lakes than that of a river. These lakes are
gencrally studded with groups of islands, and
udd much to the beauty of the landscape. Its
banks slope graually, in rear of which the land
can be seen to form two or three distinet tables,
and where the clearings adnut the view, they
appear an extended amphitheatre.

Pine1s the prevailing timber on the benks of
the Ottawa ; but it 1s generally mixed with
hardwoods as faras the Pittowwais, and the
soil between this place and Bytown ismostly of
the best quality. From Lake Chaudiere a
range of high lands, rucky 1n sppearance is dis-
tingwshable 1 a northerly direction on the
Lower Canada side. As we ascend the Otta-
wa the same range s frequently inview. At
Lake Coulonge 1t closes within three miles of
the Ottawa, and eventually joins it at the com-
mencement of the Deep River, and continues
to line 1ts northerly bank about 24 miles.—
Between Bytown and the northerly front of
Allumette Island, there are several settlements,
many of which appear in a flourishing condi-
tion ; there are also some scattered settlements
as far north as the Decp River,

The scenery of the Ottawa becomes decid-
edly changed, though not in point of beauty, at
the commencement of the Deep River. This
section forces 1ts course through a wide chan-
nel, and 1s perfectly straight about 24 miles;
its banks are slizghtly indented, and form 2
number of projecting points or head lands.—
The northerly shore, as already remarked, is
lined by o range of rocky lands, and elevated
about 500 feet above the river, The land on
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the Upper Canada shore slopes more regularly,
and ashort distance from the nver ! noticed
some herdwood growing on good soil, but
generally too stony for agricultural purposcs.

From the Deep River to Matawang, the
scenery retains nearly the same appearance, the
northerly bank being generslly buunded by the
most elevated land.” At Matawang the route
leaves the Ottawe and proceeds by the Lattle
River. The course of this stream 1s westerly;
at its junction with the Ottawa 1t 1s 200 feet
wide, and about 8 feet deep ; a short distance
higher up 1t shallows and passes over a rucky
channel about 2 miles ; after wlich 1t deepens
in some places to more than 10 fect, and passes
through precipitous banks ; 1ts width 1 this
channel is about 80 feet ; but this description
does not hold correct for more than Sor 4
miles, as the water changes both in depth and
width frequently. There 13 no good land seen
after leaving Luke Allunicttes, until coming to
Lake Talon, on the north shore of which there
is o tract of good lund. The same description
of land extends several miles north-west of the
Turtle Lake, but does not approach the Little
River between these lakes.

From the south-west part of Turtle Lake,
the route proceeds by a sinall creek, and at 240
yards, having passed through a small lake, (the
water of which is turbid and of a reddish color)
wemade a portage of threc-fourths of a wle
in length, and crossed the height of land be-
tween the waters of Nippissing and the Luttle
River. On the east of this portage the lund is
swaly, the highest part of which does nut cle-
vate more than 10 fect above the T'urtle Lake;
out of this swale the waters run 1n both dircc-
tions by twc small creeks, one of winch (10
feet wide) we sailed down towards Lake Nip-
pissing ; at onc mile this creck contracts in its
channel so as not to admit a passage for canocs,
in consequence of which a portage half a mile
inlength is made through meadow land. At
the termination of this portage, the small creek
we entered at the height of 'land, is joined by
another 15 to 20 fect wide, and about 38 feet
deep. From the height of land our course was
southerly, but from the junction of these
streams we bore south-westerly ; at one mile
further, there is a rapid making & descent of 8
or 10 feet, to avoid which « portage half a mile
in length over swaly land is made; at the foot
of this rapid it isagain augmented by another
branch, the entire now forming a channel about
40 feet wide, and S to 5 feet deep ; its course
continues nearly in the same direction, passing
through low lands, timbered with balsam, tam-
rac, soft maple, and a few pine—banks of the
river about 4 feet high, but lowering towards
the Lake, and at one mile we came to Lake
Nippissing, the depth of channel there is only
three feet, passing over Granite Rock.

Canalling from the Turtle Lake to the last
portage might readily be accomplished, as
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scarcely any tuck would be met by following
the course of the streams just described, and
which contain sufticicnt water for this purpose,
and the banks of the last mile sailed down of
river would require to be risen several feet, and
a lock placed at the entrance of the lake. But
the depth »f water and rocky channel at this
place appear an 1nsuperable obstacle——the en-
trance of' the harbour is also full of sunken
rocks, andl mnch exposed to all winds bearing
between southwest and northwest. The dis-
tance from this place to the IFrench River 1s
abaut 20 miles, and ' [ may preswine to judge
from sailing through this lake, it does not ap-
pear a dangerons navigation, its water being
dcep—there are several large islands n the
main body of the lake, and under the lee of
winch vessels in ume of storm might readily
find security.

The French river leaves Lake Nippissing at
the westerly extremity of @ lung bay, and in
which thero are several rocky islands ; this bay
is sheltered fromt storms by its rocky margin.
'There are two rapids 1n the French River on
the first mile after leaving Lake Nippissing,
cach about one-eighth mile in length, and hav-
ing the same descent of about 10 feet. Tbhe
sccond of these rapids flows through a chasm
only 30 feet wide, below these rapds the
river passes through a succession of lakes
lined by rocky lands, and in which there are
numerous deeply indented bays, and which
cause the navigation of this river exceedingly
critical 1o those persons unaccustomed with
the proper channel, 1 encountered some aiffi-
culty in this respect myself.

Thirty miles from Lake Nippissing the river
divides nto three branches, and at which place
1t 1s about three fect above Lake Huron. The
most casterly of these branches 1s narrow, shaj-
low, and rocky 1n its channel, the Indian nsme
for 1t 15  Asindibisin,” and sigmfies a nver
filled with rocks and shoals ;its length is
about 6 miles. The central branch 15 about
the same length, and contumns the prineipal
body of water in the French River, and may
average about 300 feet in width, and is free
from sunken rocks or other obstructions, with
the exception of a short rapid making a des-
cent of 8 feet es already remarked. At this
outlet there is & good harbour, it being well
sheltered from storms by several small Islands
on the cast and west, and one large Island on
the south, and is about 8 miles from the main
land. The third and most westerly channel is
about ten miles long, its size and appearance is
somewhat similar to the Asindibisin one,—
These three outlets embrace a front of about
ten miles on Lake Huron, and no part of which
is approachable by large vessels except the
middle channel.

In addition to the routes now described, 1
explored several tributary streams, and for &
description of which I beg to refer tomy diary.
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The object of a preliminary survey, such as the
present ong, nut requinng a detatled report, |
have refremed from maling 1t such v most
casesy believing that it woula valy beincrea:ed
to an unneceszary lengh withuut desnvmg any
additivnal agvantage by 1t : 1 allude here to un
omission generally of speufic descriptions ot
the varivus rapids, &c,y but the tunmastion of
these will perhaps be outliciently unuerstood
from the following briet vutline uf' the geolugy
of the country explored by me.

Commencing at Lake Hurcn and ascending
the Maganatawang Ruer, thence crossing the
height of land and following the course of' the
Pittorwais ; the rock of this extensive tract of
country is exclusively of gramite order, but so
irregularly are the mineruls common to it dis-
tributed as regards their relative quantiues and
situatton that 1t becomes difficult to prononnce
with any degree of certatnty to which class
they belong, if there be any constant attribute
of this rock (but I believe there is not) it 1sthe
uniformity in size of its purts, these are gener-
ally small. From Lake Huron to withn fifty
mmiles of the Ottawa, quartz and felspar predo-
minate, and are always more fully developed
than the mica or third constituent of gramte ;
this last substance is often mixed with horn-
blend ; its stratified appearancen some locali-
ties ray justify 1ts being classed as Gnaiss ;
and from which it passes frequently into siemite
and mica-slate ; to cach of these formations
there are exceptions ; those noticed by me I
shall describe.

About 36 miles from Lake Huron, vide Plan
No. 1,and Luke A., there is a precipitous
range of rock fronting the west ; this rock 18
friable and reduces by the shghtest pressure to
pasticles of felspar and mice ; when viewed be-
fore it hecomes pulverised 1t is hke old or de-
cayed brick, of a duil reddish colour ; 1ts height
is about 70 feet, projecting considerably over
its base, and its appearance is such that the
elightest shock would scem to bring it down;
a number of large masses are now pros-
trate at its base, and in this manner I should
suppose 1t has fallen for ages. In a small
river which empties 1tself into tlus lake there
are two falls, one of which is 36 fect 1n height;
the rock at these falls is composed of quartz
and mice, the latter substance in large lamina.
At these falls there are several large boulders,
which are composed of felspar, without, as far
as I could discern, mixing with any other mn-
eral ; twenty miles east of the dviding ndge
there is a very vistble change in the constitu-
ents of the rocks ; felspar becoming the pre-
vailing substance, and small portions of quartz
and mica. This rock i sume localiies s
coarse grained, whilst in others it has the same
compact structure as secondary limestone, and
has always a slaty surface, The fragments of
this rock form deep deposits in many parts of
the Pittoiwais River, and when taken from it
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bed has a dark purplo tinge, but when broken it
has a reddish colour,

‘T'here are four things stnkingly peculiar to
this seetinn of the country, its tunber is red,
(red pine,) 1ts soil 1s red, (red sand, and some-
times red clay,) on the banks of lakes and riv-
ers 1t rock 1> red, and 1ts waters are also red,
deniving thetr colour trom the soils and rocks
over v ich they pass.  Many po.tions of the
banks of the DPittoiwais have mural feced
fronts, and are composed of this compact rock,
and which generally have a singular stratifica-
tion ; & part 13 horizontal from which it radiates
(though not n straight lines) until it becomee
verucul ; in other places it formsarcs of con-
centric circles; these appearances are often
visible in a space of 50 or 100 fect,  Miles
from the Ottawa on the banks of the Pittoi-
wais, thereisu fine range of this rock, it ex-
tends about 26v yards, and is 150 feet high ; on
many of these chifis figures of various animals
and other devices are skilfully engraven by the
Indians. This rock extends nearly to the Ot-
tawa, and there becomes more crystalline; it is
very general on the south bank of the Deep
River, from which I amn inclined to believe it
recedes southerly, and afterwards returns, as it
is seen through the greater partof the channel
of the Little River ; on the north side of the
Decp River the rock is similar to that on the
Maganatawang.

The rock between the Deep River and Ma~
ganatawang is generally sienite or gneiss , on
the casterly shore of Lake Nipoissing fe:spar
prevails, and mixes with mica and quartz ; to-
wards its westerly end hornblend prevails, giv-
ing the rock a dark colour; on the French
River the rock 1s more crystalline than any
previously desenbed ; this appeoarance is asci-
bable to the prevalencs of rack erystal or quartz.

The coast of Lake Huron is not free from
changes in its geological structure; at the
outlets of the French River the Rock is gra-
phic, and is composed principally of quartz,
mixiag with smell portions of mica and felspar;
this Rock is remarkable for 1ts regularity of
surface, whether tabular or rounded, both of
which shapes it generally takes ; this formation
extends about 30 miles south of the French
River, and then passes into o partially stratified
rock, and mica in minute parts becomes the
prevailing mineral ; the rapid decomposition of
this substance often gives the rock a very une-
ven surface ; it is very generally traversed by
veins of quartz, varying in thickness from a
ter+h of an inch to two inches, and these veins
are often intersected by others. The coast be-
tween Shawensgua, Trading-post and Pene-
tanguishine, exhibits many proofs of this sort
of rock.

At Bytown the rock is o secondary limestone,
of a light blue colour ; the same formation may
be traced nearly to the Chats Rapids, where it
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passes inte primitive himedtone, colour white
ond very crystalline. This formation extends
rearly to the north end of Grand Calumet
Jsland ; at Pertago du Fort it is mixed with
limestone, of the same colour, but of a finer
texture ; this sort is known in the arts as sta-
tuary marble ; at New Edinboro’y a short dis-
tance below Bytown, and on the south bank of
the Ottawa, limestone of a deep blue colour
prevails ; this is o handsome stone, and might
be very o tensively used in works of art.

In the Roche Fender channel, west of Grand
Calumet Island, primary limestone prevails,
and is curiously indented with rock basins,
formed probably by the abration of water;
these basins are generally about six inches in
diameter, ar  perfectly concave ; towards the
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northerly extremity of the Grand Calumet the
prnimary hmestone conglomerates with grnitic
rue’. ; a sccondary limestone, of & whitish
colour, forms the bed of a great part of Allu-
mette Lake. At Talon Portage, on the Lutle
River, a bed of prinarg limes-ore, such as that
seen on the Ottawa, commences, and extends
about a quarter of a mile further up the nver ;
on cach side 1t 1s lined by gramte rock.

Respectfully submitted.

I have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient,
Humb!s Servant,
WILLIAM HAWKINS,
Deputy Surveyor.

EDUCATION.

Asoxc the various subjects that require
public attenticn in this Province, there is none
of greater importance to the well-veing of
society than the education of its youth. Ihe
maxim—

** Just as thoe twig is bene the tree 'sinchned,”

is generally admitted ; and thercfore, the future
character of society depends on the character
which we impress on those who are hereafter to
form its constituent parts, If we allow our
youth to grow up ignorant and corrupt, the
socicty which they will soon exclusively form
will also be ignorant and corrupt. It is true,
there are agencies employed to enhghten and
reclaim society, as the nunistrations of the
clergy, and the administration of the laws, but
these agencies are only partially successful ;
and even if they were entirely so, still “pre-
vention is better than cure,” and to instruct
and form the youthful mind 1s & thousand fold
easier than to enlighten and reform the adult.
In the first case, we operate on 2 virgin soil, in
which we may sow the seeds of knowledge
and virtue with a moral certainty of being re-
warded for our pains ; but in the other case,
our cfforts are gencrally expended on a soil
overgrown with brambles, thistles, and all
noxious weeds, which have struck their roots so
deep, and interlaced them so compactly toge-

ther, that the greatest part of our labour is
required to eradicate the bad principles embo-
died there, before we can plant the principles
of truth, good, and duty in the mind. In the
onocese we have to attack an ancient enemy,
entrenched in a rocky fortress, on which our
light artillery oftew makes no impressior, and
we must proceed by sap and mine to effect an
entrance and dislodge the foe : but in theother
case we have to hold converse with youthful
friends, and may with them traverse the groves
of Academus, frequented by the lovers of wis-
dom, and may calmly shed the light of instruc-
tion on the opening mind, and watch its facul-
ties unfolding to the living light, as flowers
unfold their leaves to the sun, and gladly drink
in the solar fire. If the adult could be in every
instance reclaimed, still wisdom and justice
procleim that our first efforts should be expend-
ed on the young, in order to lead tlhem aright
from the beginning, and employ our energies
where they will be most successful.

It is universally admitted that education is
in o very defective condition throughout the
Province, in the Common Schools especially,—
The little that they profess to teach is but the
first step towards education, and that little is
generally taught in a very imperfect manner.
We could fill page upon page with evidenco
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of this, taken from the testimony of clergymien,
legislators, and others in the Province the best
qualified to judge, and having full opportumties
of knowing and judging aright, but the convic-
tion of the fact s so general as to render any
laboured proof unnecessary.  And if the defects
of the system are so obvious and glaring when
tried by ordinary ruies, how much more so
when judged by the high standard of what edu-
cation, even in Common Schools, ought to be?
On this pont public opinion wants rasing to o
higher standard than generally prevads. To
be taught 2 little reading, wnting, and anth-
metic, is not education in any correct accepta-
tion of the term.  This neither developes the
faculties of the mind, nor unplants a tithe of
the means of doing so. It merely cuables a
man to perform the very lowest part of his du-
ties in business, or as a social being, but the
highest parts of those duties are not even no-
ticed. ‘The sentient being is so far from huving
its facultics cultivated, that 1t is never even
taught their names—is so far from receving
any intellectual traiming, that 1n the vast ma-
jority of cases the scholar leaves school withont
having learnt a single fact in relation to his
mind and its various powers. Educationstops
shert at the very threshhold of the temple that
it ouglt to enter and fill with glory. 1If the
human soul without cducation be compared to
marble in the quarry, and cducation to the art
of the statuary, then with us the statue is
merely cut out and rough clipped to the rude
semblance of a man, instead of being chiselled
and polished to a glorious type of the human
face and figure, radiant with life and intelli-
cence, like “the statue that enchants the
warld.”

We cannot better explain what education
ought to be than in the following extract from
Dr. Channing on the subject. e says:

«The great end of education 1s not to traina
man to get o hiving.  This is plain, because hife
was given fora higher end than simply to tol
forits own prolongation. A comfortable sub-
sistence is indeed very important to the purpo-
ses of hfe, be this whatit may. A man half
fed, half clothed, and fearing to pensh from
famine or cold, will be too crushed in spint to
do the proper workof aman. e must be set
free from the iron'gmsp of want, from the con-
stant pressure of pamful sensations, from
grinding, slt-requited tol.  Unless a man be
trained to get a comfortable support, his pros-
pects of improvement and happiness are poor.
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But if his educttion aims at nothing more, his
Lie witl turn to little acceunt.

“To educate a man is to unfold his faculties,
to give him the free and full use of his powers,
especially of his best powers. It is first to
train the intellect, to give him a love of truth,
and to instruct himn the processes by which it
may be acquired. It is to train him to sound-
ness of judgment, to teach him to weigh evi-
dence, and to guard him against the common
sources of error. It is to give him a thirst for
knowledge, which will keep his fuculties in ac~
tion through life. It is to aid him in the study
of the outward world, to imtiate him into the
physical sciences, so that he will understand
the principles of his trade or business, and will
be able to comprehend the phenomena which
arc continually passing before his eyes. It is
to make hun acquatnted with hisown nature, to
give hun that most important means of Im-
provement, self-comprehension.

In the next place, to educate o man isto train
the conscience, to give hun & quick, keen dis-
cernment of the right, to teach him duty in its
ereat principles and minute applications, to
« stablish 1n him immoveable principles of ac-
tion. It s to show him his true position iu the
world, hus true relation to God and his fellow-
bemgs, and the nnmutable obligations laid on
him by these. Itis to inspire him with the
wdea of perfection, to give him o high moral
aim, and to shew how this may be maintained
in the commonest tols, and how every thing
may be made to contribute to its accomplish-
ment.

Farther, to educate a man in this country, is
to tram him to be a good citizen, to establish
hm in the priociples of political science, to
make him acquainted with our history, govern-
ment, and laws, to teach him our great interests
as o nation, and the policy by which they are
to he advanced, and to impress him deeply with
his responsibulity, his great trust, his obligations
10 disinterested patriotism, as the citizen of a
frec state,

Again, to educate a man is to cultivate hig
imagination and taste, to awaken his sensibility
to the beautiful in nature and art, to give him
the capacity of enjoying the writings of men of
genus, to prepare hun for the innocent and
refined pleasures of hterature.

I will only add, that to educate a man is to
cultivate his powers of expression, so that he
can bring out his thoughts with clearness and
strength, and exert a moral influence over his
fellow-creatures. This is essential to thetrue
cnjoyment and improvement of social life.

According to these views the labouring
classes may be said to have as yet few means of
education, excepting those which Promdence
furnishes in the relations, changes, occupations,
and discipline of hfe.  The great school of life,
of Providence, is indeed open to all. But what,
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1 would 8sk, is done by eur public institutions
for the education of the mass of’ the pcople ?—
In the mechenical naturc of our common
schools, is it ever proposed to unfold the various
faculties of a humun being, and to preparc hium
for sclf-improvement through hfe? Indeed,
according to the views of education now given,
how defective are our institutions for rich as
well as poor, and what a rovolution 1s required
in our whole system of training the young.

The great aim of philanthropy should be,
that every member of the community may re-
ceive such an cducation as has been described.
Tobring forward every human being, to deve-
lope every mind, is the great purpose of socic-
ty. Isay of society, not of government, for
government is o mere instrument for holding
society together, a condition of 1ts existence,
and not the great power by which its ends are
to be acgomplished. One of the pernicious
doctrines of the day, very pernicious to the
working classes, is, that government is torege-
nerate society, and exalt the mdwidual to his
true dignity. Government enables us to hve
together in socicty, and to make efforts for our
and others welfare. But secial progress de-
pends on the spring 1n each man’s breast, and
not on the operations of the state. Govern-
ment may be compared to the foundation and
walls of a manufactory, which enclose and pro-
tect, not the moving and guding power, but
the necessary condition of thewr action. The
people niust not look to it for what their owa
encrgies can alone effect.”

We need add nothing to this account of what
education ought to be or aim at, nor is it ne-
cessary for us to pont out m detal how fur
our present system falls short of attaning tius
end, or even of proposing to attain it.

For five or six years past the subject of edu-
cation has been discussed in the Provincial
Legislature, und several plans have been pro-
posed for its improvement, but nothing as yet
has been done. A Commission was appointed
by His Excellency Sir George Arthur to en-
quire and report on education, as a bianch of
the general commission appomted to enquire
and report on the Public Departments. The
Commissioners on Education were the Rev.
Dr. McCaul, the Rev. H. J. Grasset, and the
Hon. S. B. Harrison, and their report on the
subject sketches & plan for the action of the
Legislature. They remark that the subjects
to which they were instructed to direct their
attention may be classed under the following
heads—The past and present state of education
in the Province—the state of the school funds
—the constitution and revenues of King's Cot-
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lege—and a plan tur tie diffuston of education,
On the first they observe :

1.—'I'he Past and Present state of Educa-
tion. ‘The Provincial Legislature manifested
at a very carly period, thewr conviction of the
necessity of making provision for so important
an clement 1n a nation’s prosperity, as the edus
cation of her youth. In the year 1797, both
Houses umted i petitioning ths Majesty for
the appropriation of a certamn portion of the
waste lands of the Crown ac a fund for the es-
tablishinent and support of a respectable Gram-
mar School in ecach District, and also of a
College or University for the instruction of
youth in the different branches of liberal knowl-
edge. Inthe year 1807 an act was passed that
the sum of £800 should be annually (for four
years) paid for the cstablishment of public
schools. The cluuses of this act provided that
there should be one public school in every dis-
trict. "I'nat £100 should be paid annually to
the teacher of such public school—appointed
the places where these schools wero to be esta-
blished—gave authority to the Lieutenant Gova
ernor to appuint trustecs—gave the nomina-
tion of the teacher to these trustees, subject to
the approval or dizapproval of the Governor—
also the power of removing, and nomination to
the sume with the same restriction 5 also the
power of making rules und regulations respoct-
iy said schools,

It is to this act that we are to trace the esta-
blishment of the District Schools, as they at
present exist, which, although they have not
cffected all that was expected, it yet must be
adiited bave been the mstruments of effecting
much good. In the year 1303 the Legislature
secm to have been so impressed with the impor-
tance of this, their first step towards making &
jecuniary prevision for National Education,
that we find the clause repealed limiting its
duration to four years,

But the wants of the humbler classes of soci-
ety demanded attention ; accordingly in the
year 1816 an act was passed fur the establish-
ment of Common Schools. The clauses of this
act provided, that during its continugnce,
£6,000 should be annually paid for this object
—£600 to the Home District, £400 to the
Newcastle, £1000 to the Midland, £800 to the
Johnstown, £800 to the Eastern, £600 to the
London, £600 to the Gore, £600 to the Nia-
gary, £600 to the Western,and £200 to the
Ottawa. The third clause provides that when
a competent number of persons shall unite and
build a school house, furnish 20 echolars, and in
part provide for the pavment of a teacher, such
persons gwing cight dags notice, might meet
and appoint three fit persons trustees to the
said school, which trustecs were to have the
power to appomnt a teacher of said common
school.  Power also was given to the trustees
1o remove the teachers and nominate others;
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such removal, however, being subject to the
approval of the Board of Iducation. The sane
are authorized to make rales for the govern-
ment of the schools, which, however, may be
rescinded by the District Board of 1iducztion,
to whom a quarterly report 18 directed to be
made, stating the books used and the rules and
regulations.

Provision also was made regarding the
teacher, that he should be a British subject by
birth, naturalization or conquest, or should
have taken the oaths of aliemiance. This act
further directs that an apnual report should be
rendered to the District Board of Lducation,
which Boatd was to be composed of five fit
persons appointed by the Licutenant Governor.
Authority was given 10 this board to proportion
the money for the schools, provided always,
that no allowance shall exceed the sum of £23
annually. The treasurer of the district was
authorized to pay this allowance on these con-
ditions; receiving a certificate signed by the
trustees, of the good conduct of the teacher
during six months, and the number of the
scholars not being less than twenty.

In the year 1819 the act for the establishment
of Public Schools again engaged the attention
of the Legislature. It was then deemed expe-
dient to make further provisions for the effi-
ciency of these schoois. It was directed that
an annual examination should be held, at which
the teachers ora majority of them should as-
sist ; that annual reports should be rendered
by the trustees ; that free education should be
aiven 1n cach school to ten children of the poor-
er inhabitants, elected by ballot ; that teachers,
hereafter should not receive more than £50 a
year, unless the average number of scholars
exceed ten, It was further direcicd that certi-
ficates should be given at a public meeting of
the trustees, upon due notice given for that
purpose.

In the year 1820 the clause of the act re-
garding common schools, granting £6600 for
their establishinent, was repealed, and 1t was
enucted that the sutn of £2500 be pard annually,
dwiding the grant cqually amongst the ten
Districts, and fixing the maximum allowance of
the teacher at £1210s. per annum; periis-
sion was also given to the Board of Education
to appomt & clerk who might be pad £3 per
annum.

The necessity for making some provision for
books to be used in the schools, produced an
act of the Legislature in 1684,  £100 per un-
nom was granted, 1o be at the disposal of the
General Buard of Education, to be laid out in
the purchase of books, tracts, &c., which were
to be distributed by the General Board amongst
the scveral District Boards of Educatiun, to be
by them distnibuted at their discrenon. It was
ufso enacted that every teacher of o common
echool must be examined by the Board of Edu-
cation in the District 1n which he shall have
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taught, or obtaina certificate from at least onc
member of such Board, certifying his sbility,
before recewving any public money.

In the year 1383 annct was passed incrensing
the grant for common schools, and improving
the distribution of it amongst the districts,—
£5650 was now granted in addition to thesums
before appropriated by law for the years 1838
and 1834, This was directed to be apportioned
as follows :—~Eastern, Johnstown, Bathurst,
Newecastle, and Niogara Districts, £500 each.
Mudland (including £200 for Prince Edwards)
and Home District £750 cach—Gore and Lon-
don District £600 cach—Western £850—and
Ottawa £100. A clause in this act provided
that the teachers of common schools were not
entitled to allowance, unless the trustees of
sud echoo} shall make it appear to the satisfac-
tion of the Board of Educution that they have
made provision for his support, so as to sccure
him for his services 1 a sum at lcast equal to
double the amount which may be allotied by
the Board of Education from the public money.
1t was further enacted that each District should
allow to the Clerks of their respective Boards
the further sum of £5 annually, in addition to
the sum they are already authorized by law to
reccive,

Since the passing of this act no further im
provement hos been effected, although there
appears to have been a general persuasion
(which your committec have reason to belicve
1s at present very generally entertained) of the
madequacy of the system adopted.

Your Committec annex an analysie of some
of the reports of the District and Common
Schools for the year 18388, from which an esti-
mate may be formed of the present state of
Education in the Province ; they regret that
this branch of statistics is in so imperfect a
state that they have not been able to obtain as
exuct information on the subject, as the impor-
tance of it would require.

From these reports, however, it appears that
the number of pupils in 13 District Schools is
little more than three hundred ; that the num-
ter of Common Schools may be essumed to be
more than 300, and that the number of children
receiving instruction in them may be estimated
at about 24,600, 1. c. taking the population of
Upper Canada to be 450,000, the average of
Education by public fundsis about 1 in 18,

The commissioners then remark that the
state of the school funds had been referred to
another commuttee, and that full information
respecting King’s College would be given in
the appendixf; and they then present the follow-
ing plan of education for the Province :

National Education may be divided into four
departments,—Professional, Liberal, Commer-
cial and Elementary.  Of these, the first two
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arc thesphere of the University—the sccond
and third of District Schools, and the fourth of
Common Schools. For Professional Educa-
tion i, e. such as would qualify the student in
Theology, Law and Medicine, the provision 1s
at present, very deficient, although the regula-
tions of the Law Society are eminently condu-
cive to the advantage of the profession ; its
operations must of course, be regarded as mere-
1y auxiliary to the University Education in that

aculty, and intended rather to promote, than
to supersede a course of acudemic study.

In the other faculties, Theology and Medi-
cine, there is no provision for the instruction of
students, except the incorporation of a College
of Physicians and Surgeens, which your Com-
mittee fear will be prevented from effecting all
that is desirable, from the want of funds. Your
committee beg respectfully to state their con-
viction that the want of schools of Divinity and
Medicine is productive of the most serious evils,

Every one who is aware that the well-being
of every society of men must depend on the
tone of their religious and moral principles,
must deplore the want of a provision in the
Province for furnishing itself with an abundant
supply of men, qualified by an extended course
of education for the important duties which the
clergy have to discharge, os the teachers of ve-
ligion and the guardions of morality, The
baneful effectof the want of'a school of medicine
will be sufficiently appreciated, by merely men-
tioning that its result is, that the medical stu-
dent is forced to seck that instruction which he
cannot obtain here, in the neighbouring Repub-
tic, from which he returns not unfrequently,
imbued with hostility to the constitution under
which he istolive. Your Committee beg re-
spectfully to press upon the attention of your

onotirable Board, the importance of some
specdy remedy for these evils.

This remedy would be provided if the Univer-
sity were in active operation; but this they
cannot enticipate for sume years, in the pres-
ent atate of its finances on the proposed scale
of expenditure on the buildings.

The Provincial Legislature were so deeply
impressed with the necessity of making prompt
provision, under the circumstances, that, in the
last session they passed an act creating Uppe:
Canada College the temporary University.—
The advantages of this arrangement are that
but little addition to the present establishment
of Tutors will be requisite for an efficient edu-
cation in arts, and that the only additional
building required will be a school house for
those pupils of the institution who are not qual.
ificd to enter on the regular College Course ;
80 that lectures may be commenced as soon as
the system is organized. Your Committec
annex plans for carrying into effect the provi-
sions of this act, which will be found in the

appendix.
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Your Commttee have bestowed much con-
sideration on the subject of the Theological
department.

It is their conviction that it would be wholly
subversive of the order and well being of an
University, to have within its walls, chairs for
the Professors of difftrent denominations of
rehgion. But, although they would for this
reason snggest, that the University in this I :-
culty, should be assimulated to those of Oxford,
Cambridge and Dublin, they would also recom-
mend that provision should be made for afford-
ing to the students for the Ministry in other
denominations of chnistiamity, the advantages
of academic education. They therefore sub-
nit the only plan by which it appears to them
the important object of instruction for Theo-
logical Students can be obtained, without
exciting angry and j ~ous feelings through
the Province, or end‘angcrmg the peace and
harmony of the University. They would re-
commend that Theological Seminaries should
be established (cither all in one, or cach in 2
diffurent part of the Province) one for each de-
nomination that might appear to roquire such
an establishment, for the education of their
Clergy. On finishing the course of instruction
there, the student should reccive a diploma,
certifying that he had completed the requisite
course of Theological study, which might bo
an essential in the requisites for such titles or
degrees in Divinity, as the authorities of each
Theological Seminary might te empowered to
confer.

Regarding grammar schools the Committee
beg to offer the following suggestions:

I. That onesysiem should be laid down to
be adopted by all, as great disadvantages will
arise from the present want of uniformity,

II. That no master should be appointed
without examinatior, and that this examination
should refer to his qualifications, not merely as
a scholar, but asa teacher; forit often hap-
pens that excellent scholars are wholly unfit for
the office of teachers.

HI. That provision should be made for an
assistant in each school where there are thirty
pupils, the master to supply others according to
the increase of the school.

IV. That it would be highly desirable to
have District School Houses built on an uni-
form plan. They should contain, besides  good
school room, sufficient accommodation for the
muster and his family, and also for resident pu-
pils. The effect of such provisions as are above
recommended, would be, that the tuition fees
might be diminished, which your committee
consider would be attended with beneficial
results.

V. That a certain number of pupils should
be entitled to free education, to be nominated
by the Licutenant Governor, on the recommen-
dation of the Board of District Trustees.
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VI. Thata quarterly yeport should be Imd
before the King’s College Councd, and that the
schools should be visited by the Inspector Ge-
neral of Education at least once bicnnially.

Your Committce beg leave now to offer a
few remarks on the present state of Common
Bchools, as prefatory to the plan winch they
nave the honour of recommending for their
improvement.

The first step, they conceive, towards their
amelioration is to amchorate the condition of’
tho master. At present they have reason to
believe that but too many teachers, receiving
the allowance, are 10 be found unfit for this
responsible station from their want of hterary
or moral quelifications.

The cavse of this, your Committee belicve
to be, the inadequate remuneration wiich 18
held out to those who would embrace tins oc-
cupation. In this country the wages of the
working classes are so high, that few undertake
the office of schoolmaster, except those who
are unable to do anything else ; and hence the
important duties of education are often entrust-
ed to incompetent and improper persons, The
income of the schoolmaster should at least be
equal to that of a common labourer, Unul
some provision of this nature is made, your
Comnmittee fear that it will be in vamn to expect
asufficient supply of competent !eachers.

Another serious defect in the present system
is the want of a training school for teachers,—
The advantages resuiting from the establish-
ment of such institutions are attested by expe-
rience, wherever they have been in operation.
Your Committee are naturally led to observe
next, the evils arising from the want of an uni-
form system of instruction. 'They corsider the
introduction of uniformity (both as tu system
odopted and books used) to be of the utmost
jmportance.

They now beg leave to snbmit the outlines
of a plan for the imprevement of these schools.
1, In every township & model schocl should be
cstablished. The school house might be built
{and the future repairs provided for) by a joint
stock association, who should veceive interest
for the capital expended. T'o the school house
should be attached a small portion of land (say
two acres) for the use of the school master.—
The school house should contain at least five
rooms ; 2 school rooms ; one for the boys, ano-
ther for the girls ; a sitting and bed room for
the master, and kitchen.

For each of these schools there shovld be a
male and female teacher. 1t wouldbe desirable
if married persons could be found, wilting toun-
dertake, and competent to discharge these du-
ties, The income of the teacher should arise
from a fixed allowance, and also from the fees
for tuition ; the allowance should not be less
than £15 per year for the male teacher, and £10
for the female. Inaddition to the teachers who
should have the charge of the model schol,
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there should be one or more licensed to itiner-
ate through the township beyvond the sphere of
the permanent school ; say at any place more
than two miles distamt from it—these should
be promoted as vacancies occur, to the charge
of the model schools. “I'hus provision is made
for one perinanent and four cceasional schools
in cach townslup ; whilst the completion of the
system contemplates the juture elevation of the
latter to permanent establishments on the same
footing as the model.

Experience proves the advantages of having
some churge, however small, for the education
of cven the humblest classes of society. Per-
haps two dailars per quarter might be fixed as
asum, which is within the reach of almost all
who could pay anything, and to meet the case
of those who could not afford even this, a cer-
tain number shonld be entitled to free educa-
ticn, say one in five.

Your Commitiec have recommended that
these tees should form one part of the income of
the school master, the other being the fixed
allowance. From this they would deduct one-
quarter to De appropriated to the formation of
a Schiool Labrary.  They subjoinan cstimate of
the probable income of the master of a model
school.

Fixed allowance cesvecscoccccccsssees £15
Assuming 30 as the average number
of pupils in each School the whole
amount of fees will beeosesecoes 60
From this deduct one-fifth for free
pup)ls teeeses ovesoecncssesese

\bl-—
@i

Fiom this deduct one-quarier for
School Libraryseecocesosececes

1818

86

—

Average income seeececvvceccocerenes £51

The subjects of instruction should be, inad-
dition to the ordinary branches of an English
Education (spelling, reading and writing) the
Holy Scriptures, Geography, History, Arith-
metic, Mensuration, and Book-keeping ; and in
the Girls School, sewing and knitting. Great
care shonld be taken in the sclection of the
books. Your Commitice regret to find that
cditions published in the United States are
much used throughout the Province ; tinetured
by principles which however fit for dissemina-
tion under the form of Government which exists
there, cannot be inculcated here without evil
results, They therefore recommend that some
means should be taken whereby the schools
here may be provided with books at a cheap
rate from Great Britain, or that & series of
compilations or re-publications should be pre-
pared and printed here, as the books appointed
to be used in all the Schools throughout the
Province,
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Tho general control of Common Schools,
Your Committee recommend to be vested in a
Bonrd of Comuussioners at T'oronto. Onc of
these (called the Inspector Genural of Fduca-
tion, ex-officio, Chairman of the Board) should
veceive a salary. He should excrase supervi-
gion over both Grammar and Common Schools,
andbe the medium of communication between
the local authorities in the Districts and the
Council of King’s College or the Board of Cow-
missioners. The Secretary of the Board also
should be a solaried ofticer.  The duties of
this Board should be at first the preparation of

. rules and regulations to be observed through-

out all the schools under their control. The
gelection or preparation of Books, &c. to be
used, fixing the editions of the same, the licen-
cing of teachers, determming the focation of the
school houses, and making other arrangements
necessary as preliminaries to the introduction of
the system.  Subsequently, their duties would
be to supervise the operation of this system by
receiving and examining the quarterly reports

- gent by the secretaries of the district board of

Trustees, and to present an snnual statement
to the Officer administering the Government of
the Province ; detailing the number of schools,

" the number of pupils in each, number of teach-

ers, income of the same, derived from public
funds and school fees,~—state of school houses,
revenues and sources of same, and other par-
ticulars from which accurate information of the
system and its practical working may be readily
obtained. The local control should be vested
in District Trustees nominated by the Officer
Administering the Government.  Each of these
District Boards should have a salaned Secreta-
ry, who also should discharge the duty of in-
specting and reporting on the schools within
the District, cach as often as circumstances

' may require, but ali, at least, once annually.—

It should also be his duty to conduct the cor-
respondence with the General Board and the
Township Directors.

These might be clected by the Sharcholders
from amongst themselves, and also from those
who had become eligible by making a donation

: of @ fixed amount or value to the advance-

ment of education in the Township. To this
Board of Township Directors the school master
should act as Secretary, conducting the corres-
pondence with the Sceretary of the District
Trostees and the itinerant Teachers licensed
for that Township.

It appears to Your Committee that no plan
for education can be efficiently carried out with-
out the establishment of schools for the training
of the Teachers, They would therefore recom-
mend that the Central School at Toronto (to
which others may heresfter be added) should
be a Normal School.  The Master of it should
give a written certificate to those who have
completed a prescribed time, expressing his
opinion of their conduct and quahfications, —
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"This certificate should be presented to the Sce
retary of the general Ioard; on receiving
which the candate should be examined, and a
report made thereon by the inspector General,
The latter officer should keep a list of all per-
sons thus qualified to become masters ; stating
therr literary quabfications, their religion, and
other particulurs, according to which = selec-
tion wight be made as vacancies occur,

On the subject of the funds for the prrpuses
of Education, Your Committee beg to express
their opinion, that the present provision is wa-
dequate to the wants of the Province. They
therefore respectfully rccommend that a direct
tax of three farthings in the pound should be
appropriated to this purpose ; and they feel as-
sured that the blessings derived from the exten-
sion of education, which may be thus effected,
will more than compensate for any additional
pressute which may be telt.

The amount at present expended from the
public funds for the purposes of Education is s

District Schools 14 at £100 each - «e» £ 1400

Common Schools, annual grant ceeeee 5650

Permanent provision for each district,
£050cescscrcesesscsccssssoraas 2500
Grant for Books eceecvsescccecvese 1500
11050

Assuming that a tax of three farthingsin the
pound will yield about £15000, there will be a
sum of £25000 available for the purposes of
LEducation, exclusive of what may be derived
from interest on the funds arising from school
lands, and from assistance given by the Couacil
of Kings College for the use of Grammar
Schnols, Thus the whole amount of funds
gvailnb!e for the purpases of Education would

e i
Common Schools,
Parliamentary Grant. «. v. e« e £ 9300
Proceeds of taxeesesccrenees 15000

24300
District Schools,
Parliamentary grantescecccoe 1400
Interest on proceeds of School
Jandseseceevcceacesvacens 720
Assistance from Council of
King's Collegesseveoreecs
e 2120
£26420

Estiwate of the probable expenses of the
system recommended.

Common Schools.

Interest on capital expended on School
Houses say £800 e £200 cach+... £ 3600

800 Male Teachers £15 cacheeeecees 4500
300 Temale do 10 % eceseeess  S000
400 Ninerant do Q0 ¥ sesrvees 8000

£19100
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Grammar Schools.

On the plan recommended, the cost of each
of these would probably be about £5000. The
requisite funds might be provided from the
proceeds of the School Lands (at present
amounting to about £12,000) or half might be
supplied from this source when the other half
had been provided by shares.

£19100
Interest on £3500, half the sum ex-

pended cn 14Grammar Schools £ 210

14 Head Masters at £100 «+-«+- 1400

14 Assistants at £50 eceeecsess 700
— 2310
£21410

Management.
Inspector General e+ccceveeece £ 300
Secretary of Central Board«--+.+ 200
14 District Inspectors ¢+« scees e 1400

Incidentals seseevevreseseseees 600
2500

£23,910

Thus a balance remains of £2510, of which
£1500 might be available for the endowment
of Professorships in the proposed Theological
Seminaries. The remainder being left unap-
propriated to meet the expences of the Normal
School, and others which may not have been
provided for in the details of the common school
system, as compiling and printing.

It is well known that the chief difficulty in
the way of a better system of education, con-
sists in the inadequate remuneration of the
teachers, and until this difficulty be removed it
is vain to expect any improvement. The pre-
ceding plan proposes £51 per annum, with house
and garden, as the yearly income to be allowed
to the masters of common schools. This we
think is too little, for it is below the wages of
a mechanic. It is true that the plan contem-
plates the schools being taught by married men,
whose wives might teach the female schools ;
but this would seldom happen, as a. woman with
a family would not be at liberty to take charge
of aschool. We think therefore that the li-
braries should not be provided from the teach-
er’s fees, as proposed in the preceding plan, and
by retaining this £12 the master’s income
would be £63 per annum, which is quite low
enough if competent teachers are to be seeured.
School libraries, however, are necessary, but
they should be provided from the proceeds of
the assessment, (if it were made a penny in the
pound for that purpose,) or in some other way,
without encroaching on the master’s salary.—
It is probable that the master's houscs and
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school houses would be obtained for less thed
£800 each, the sum allowed for that object i
the preceding plan, and thus a saving would be
effected to be applicable to other purposes ; fof
many existing school houses would be eligible
with some improvement and additions to them”
An appropriation of land which has been asked
from the Crown, would also greatly aid the
funds, and from this source large assistanc®
would already have been attained if the scho®
lands had not been diverted from their destin
end. The establishment of a good system is
now imperatively demanded, and the legislatur®
at the coming session must take the subject Uf
in earnest. With the wisest plan, and most
efficient management, there will yet be many
deficiencies in this country of scattered settle:
ments and bad roads ; but we have now reach

a point at which we can no longer delay putting
in force a better system of education than st
present prevails among us, without subjecting
ourselves to just reproach from the present
gencration, and from posterity. We knoW
that there is a great aversion to taxatio?
throughout the country, but it is impossible 0
have good education without adequate mesn
and whatever the people pay on this account
will return to them in the increased intelligenc®
energy, (for knowledge is power) and prosper”
ity of their common country, and therefore ©
their own comfort and wealth, If they i
not sow the seed, they can never reap the hat”
vest,

We close this article with the following €*;
tract from a Lecture on Education, delivel
before the Mechanics’ Institate of Halifo®
Nova Scotia, by George R. Young, Esquire

I mean to touch upon that debateable qll,ez
tion, the source of so much literary and politi¢
contention—Whether the means of educating
the mass of the people employed in this ‘
age of speculatve reform, is likely to advaf’
the happiness and morals—in short to ameh®”
rate and brighlen the destinies of mankind- ¢

The present era,justly distinguished as on¢ °
the golden ages of Literature, presents ausplce_
totally different from any other which has Pree
ceded it. Voltaire in his introduction to fLO
Seicle de Lounis XIV.’ has classed these lntf
four—the Alexandrian age, if I can so spea®
Grecian science and learning—the Augustﬂn’
in which Virgil and Horace flourished—the b
of the De Medici, after the light burst throtg
and dissipated the gloom of the dark .ﬂges‘f
and that era in which the Courts of Louls by
and our own Queen Anne, were honoured
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such a galaxy of urtists, poets, and philosophers.
! Blair, in his Lectures upon Rhetone and the
I Belles-Lettres, has ndopted the sawme drviston,
» and to the general reader 1t 1s tanhiar as house-
. hold words. These four are distinguished
, from the present and the last i this grandand
" pssential difference—that in all of them lcarn-
ing and literature were confined to the fur,
and forbidden and unknown to the many. The
volume once sealed, is now unclasped and open,
In the subline mamfestations of genins—in the
refinement and concentrated energy of single
ininds, they may have surpassed us—but the
nliars upon which their votve offerings were
ung, were hallowed only by their own pre-
sence, and a few chosen and appointed wor-
shippers.

There is no modern epic, not even excepting
Milton's Paradise Lost, which can match the
Odyssey of Homer—no Orations in latter times
could kindle the latent fires of the heart, whe-
ther of patriotism or indignant feeling, like the
‘eloquent phillipics of Demosthenes, or the ap-

seals of Cicero.  Have we a Satirist equal to
Torace in his knowledge of human character,
graceful pleasantry, or barbed wit? Pope's
essay on Man can bear no companson withthe
Ars Poetica. The Encid of Virgil has no
competitor, and philosophy never produced a
name of more deserved reverence than the di-
vine Plato.  And yet we know that in the era
in which these, the illustrious, thoge truly ¢il-
Instrious dead,” flounished, the muss of the peo-
ple were unlettered, and sunk in the lowest
state of irreligious and social barbarism. The
art of printing did not then exist, and the works

- of these men, the school boy books of the age

. —the cottage hbrary of the peasantry of Ice-

_land, Scotland, and the south west coast of Ire-
land, were elaborated upon ponderous tublets of
wax, or engraved upon costly rolls of papyrus,
known and accessibleonly toafew. The Gre-
cian and Roman authors published their works
by public readings at the Olympic Games in
Greece, and in the Forum at Rome~—they were
comparatively unknown beyond their precincts,
uhheard of in the provinces, and their illuinina-
tion, instead of brightening the general mind,
shed an intense and brithant light upon a nar-
row circle of’ admirers.

The learning of the middle ages had an influ-
ence upon the people scarcely more compre-
hensive or effective.  The Goths and Vandals,
when they issued from their nortbern fastnesscs,
and invaded the fterritories of the South,
tramphing down in their march every trace of
civilization, temples, triumphal arches, the no-
blest specimens of Sculpture, mutilating the

_ architectural glories of Athens, and sacking

" the countries of the East.

even Imperial Rome herself, expelled philoso-
phy, literaturc and the arts, to Asia Minor and
There they were
preserved and chenshed. When their barba-
rous dominion had passed away—when Italy
rose into 2 body of’ Republics—when the spint
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of the Crusades and of Commecrce created a
closer intercourse between Burope and Asto,
the sciences and arts were recalled ; and when
plunted agam upon a congental soil, they ra-
pidly advanced to ther forner excellence. In
this era we have Arnosto, Tasso, Erasiaus, Mi-
chael Angclo, Raphacl and Titian, but these
men produced rather inhenitances for posterit
than any fountain of intellectual wealth at which
the people drank freely. Learning then was
shut up m the cell and college. T'he ancient
authors, treasured up in costly manuscripts,
were famliar only to the fathers, the literarum
docti. 'The finest talents of the age were de-
voted to the metaphysical subtleties of the
schools, or to the profound, though perplexing
investigations of theological controversy.—
These were investigations far above the reach
of the common mind. The feudal system
reigned in all its plemtude and rigour. The
peasantry were called villaing or slaves, They
were adseripti glebee.  Michaiavel wrote then
his ¢Prince.” The benefit of Clergy was in-
troduced into the English code of Criminal law
as an inducement that the monks and the laity
might learnto read ; and if such were the
humble qualification required for the Teacher,
1t is apparent the primer could not be common
amongst his flock,

The fourth era alluded to in this division, the
age of Louts the XIV. of France, and Queen
Annc and William in England, exhibited indi-
cations of improvement. Louis, although igno-
rant himself, though so little indebted to the
schools that he could scarce subscribe his own
name, and certanly conld neither have dictated
a state paper, nor written a letter correct in its
orthography, was amagnificent patron of learn-
ing and the arts, and held out that encourage-
ment to genius, which, divine as it is, is not
without its effect. France never was more
distinguished for her Poets, Philosophers, and
Generals—for by military authors it is doubted
whether even the trained Marshals of Buona-
parte, Soult, Junot, or McDonald, were supe-
rior to the Conde, or Turenne, of Louis Le
Grand. There were Corneille, Richilien, Mo-
liere, Racine, Fenelon, Massillon, Bourduloue,
all names who stand in the van of talented
men.  In England the glories of the age were
founded upon the reputation of men to whom
even these were not superior. There were
Newtonand Boyle in philosophy~—Milton and
Pope in verse—Burnett in the church—Temple
and Addison in general literature~—~Hale and
Holt in the law—Clarendon and Bolingbroke,
as Statesmen. To Englishmen no recollec-
tions can furnish food for nobler pride, and yet
if we refer to the contcmporary historians of
the period, it will be scen, that the payeans of
France in these days were a simple, untaught
race, chained in the deepest ignorance, and alive
to the grossest superstition. The peasantry of
England in their order of intelligence, were
gearccly more advanced. I might quote,
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upon this point, if I had space, some cutious
passages from historians of the age. 'The
great body of the people in the country, and of
the poorer classes in the towns, were destitute
of the simplest clementary cdacation.  They
could not rcad even their bibles. Trials for
witcheroft were then not unfrequent—Chief
Justice Holt, in the reign of James II, conduct-
ed no less than twelve.  The power of fortune-
telling was as much confided in as revelation.
Hale, when Chiet Justice, did not deny the gift
of supernatural powers ; and Johnson, hall’ a
century posterior, during his visit to the High-
lands, became a convert to the doctrine of ¢se-
cond sight’ .

I come now to the present, and to the lost.
In the march of mind, 1n the useful trinmphs of
genius—in the general spread of educationand
of intelligence—how far, how nnmeasurably far
does this surpass any former age of knowledge.
[¢Enriche des decouvertes detrois (four) autres,
says Voltaire, ¢it a plus fait en certain genres
que les troisfou ensemble.’} It is difficuit to
delineate the line of demarcation between the
fourth and the present—for, from Milton, New-
ton, and Addison, up to the era of Byron, Her-
schel, and Scott, there seems no break in the
line of ilustrious men. This age of literary
achievement may be dated from the time of
Hume, Gibbon, and Robertson ; all of whom
imparted a more masculine and nervous vigour
to the national style and cloquence.

But the earliest manifestations of the concen-
trated genius of the age were exhibited in the
publication of the Edinburgh Review, the bright
precursor of that host of competitors which
have since given to learning and cnticism their
populer efficacy and influence. T might easily
dilate upon the inspiration which the exciting
cvents of the Americanand French Revolutions,
had upon the intcllect of Europe. The first
fired the oratory of Chathum, and since the days
of Demosthenes, never did the potent spell of
eloquence charm up so glorious a tand of wor-
shippers—Pitt, Fox, Sheridan, Burke, Erskine,
Canning and O’Connell.  The mantle of the
classics scemed to have descended upon them,
The greatest historians of modern times, who
may justly be contrasted with Herodotus,
Thucydides, Tacitus, and Livy, were of this
period. Adam Smith foliowed out the crude
and immature conceptions of the French Econ-
omists, and laid tho foundation of that noble
science of Political Economy, which must even-
tually form the basis of all just and enlightened
legislation. Herschel pursued the discoveries
of Halley and Newton until he has widened
the limits of our planetary system,and extend-
ed beyond ail former estimate, the boundaries
of visible and peopled space. Poetry has as-
sumed o nobler, more useful, because a simpler
range. Criticism has become more practical
and healthy. The Novel deals with men and
the events of life, and less with fancy and wild
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romance. By the genius of Scott it hes been
moulded into its most perfect form, and now
blends the learning of history and the influence
of morals, with the graces of’ the imagination,
Add to this the improvement in the metaphy-
sical sciences, effected by Reid, Stewart, Brown
and Abercrombie—the discoveries in Chemist~
1y, claborated by Lavosier, Davy, and Farrady:
the Scicnce of Watt 3 the labours of Cuvier
and Lyell in Geology and Fossil bones; the
calculating machine of Babbage, the Locomo-
motive Engines of' Stephenson, the pious light
which has been cast by Paley and Roget on
Vegetable Physiology—the appiication of steam
to spinning and weaving—the progress made
in the science of agriculture—the innumerable
discoverics in the circle of the practical arts,
founded upon chemical analyses ; and it will, I
think, be readily conceded, that no former age
had a tithe of the glory apvertaining to this.

But this age is chiefly remarkable, and it is
on this point of superiority, and the bearing it
has upon our present argument, I now press it
upon the notice of the Institute, in the care it
has ertended to the education of the people.—
‘T'he system pursued in colleges has been mo-
dernized, and their ancient privileges invaded
and broken down, o 8s to open their portals,
and extend their benefits to less exclusive
classes. Schools have been multiplied, and the
classics and popular sciences taught to those
to whom before they were unknown and inac-
cessible.  The Mimster of Education forms an
important member of the Cabinet in every popu-
lar government. A liberal quota of the public
funds 1s placed at his disposal. France, Prus-
sia, the Russion Autocrat, England, and Ame-
rica, pursue with common zcal. this noble course
of national advancement. Reform hes thus
reached and recast the learning of the schools—
but the eflort of wnprovement, the march of
intellect, is cluefly to be traced in the ¢educa-
tion of circumslances,’ to which the popular
nind js subjected. I allude to the number of
Periodicals and Newspapers published and cir-
culated—the nnumerable host of volumes is-
suing from the Press in the form of Cabinet
Cyclopedias, Family Libraries, &c., under the
potronage of Societies for the ¢ Diffusion of
Uscful Knowledge, which are intended to
bring science and literature within the reach
and means of the middle orders ; tae establish-
ment of Societies for the learned, and of Me-
chanics’ Institutes for the artizans and opera-
tive classes ; and lastly, the publication of those
Journals and Penny Magazines, which, in their
philosophy and literary exccution, when con-
trasted with the cheapness of their price, are
such honourable trophies to the genius and art
of the age. Chambers hes now secured a
weekly circulation of 100,000, and the London
Penny Magazine 270,000. These two sheets
have a more important effect in advancing the
general intelligence in a weck than all the liter-
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. 8ture of the age of Queen Anne could effect in
8 year, In France and Germany the same sort
of publications have immense circulation.—

ere Mr. Y. exhibited a great variety of these
foreign publications, of which he had procured
Bpecimens, explaining their objects, history and
Price.] And yet with these obvious improve-
lents in society—in the advance of the sciences
~~in the arts—in the number of publications
In their triple form of volumes, periodicals, and
hewspapers—in the increased intelligence of
the people-—in the accumaulation of private and
Public wealth—there exist certain classes who
Pretend that mankind are retrograding, and that
In religion and all the elements of social virtue
and happiness, our destinies are less propitious
even than in former ages,~and this they attri-
ute to the spread of education! It isto this
grave argwmnent’ we have now to address
Surselves. }
I press the opinion with no improper ten-
ency, but it seems to speak little either for the
vine influence of Religion, or for the devotion
of its Ministers, if it suffer from the spread of
Intelligence, and do uot impart, amid the light
of learning, a more apostolic odour and sanctity
of character to its followers. Its doctrines
Were never so widely disseminated, and the al-
r of the true God never encircled by such a
Crowd of worshippers, as at the present time.—
nd yet is there less virtue, less charity, is the
golden rule of morals more openly violated, and
Vice more daring and avowed now than in the
Pastages of history? T ask the proof, for it
Seems to me, apart from general declamation—
hat abstract reasoning, as well as the expe-
Yence of mankind, support an opposite conclu-
8ion, The whole tone and essence of divine
faith is favourable to intelligence, and courts
e spirit of unsparing enquiry. It seeks no
shelter from the boldest and sternest investiga-
tion, A religion divine, and intended to be uni-
Versal—to be permanent—enduring—fixed upon
the rock of ages, and the same from the days
of the Apostles to the end of time, never can
Uread the subtlest enquiries of that spirit which
is meant to address, to animate, to soften,
4 to control. I cannot comprehend the doc-
e of Channing, who would impart to it a
Plastic character, the power of yielding to
-3¢ pressure of change and circumstance, for as
% is true truth is eternal, and the essence of
orality must be the same in the last age as in

. Butisnot the Bible itself a ¢“fountain
°fh'Ving waters ”, of wisdom and philosophy ?
Th.e perfection, the benevolence—the omnipo-
Nce of the Deity, are shadowed forth and
Welt upon in the wonders of the firmament—
e beanty of the earth—and the moving of the
waters. The extent of divine power is

Mengured by the things of the earth—¢he lay-

8th the besms of his chamber on the water, he

eth the clouds his chariot, he walketh upon
wings of the wind ;’ Psalm 104. The pi-
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ety of believers is inspired by a reference to the
manifestation of the supreme intelligence visible
in the productions of the natural world. The
abuse of knowledge—the tendency of shallow
thinking—prompted by an unholy and feverish
ambition, may create doubt, disbelief, and the
propagation of erring creeds, but the spirit of
sound philo.sophy, blending itself with the love
of truth, brings new arguments to support that
faith, which is founded upon revelation. It af-
fords one of the noblest fields for eloquence
upon which the disciples of Christianity delight
to expatiate, that the most profound moral
philosophers—Barrow—-Locke—Newton—-
Boyle—Herschel—Davy—those who have pe-
netrated the arcana of Nature, who have reach-
ed the loftiest pinnacles of those eternal hills
of Truth and Science which human genius has
yet ascended, and thus surveyed, in its compre-
hensive and illimitable range—the connection
of matter and mind—the obedience, if I may so
speak, of the physical effect, to the Divine
Cause—have been the most pious and humble
believers. It is the proudest boast of the pres-
ent age that philosophy has been the handmaid
of Religion. Let any Sceptic sit down and
study, with the desire of attaining the truth,
Paley’s Natural Theology, Dick’s Christian
Philosopher, Shuttleworth’s Consistency of Re-
velation, the last days of a Dying Philosopher,
by Davy, and that splendid addition to pious
learning, the Bridgewater Treatises, and he
will then be convinced that the cultivation of
science and general knowledge is not hostile
to the Christian faith.

Brougham in his late work upon Natural
Theology, has laboured to shew that the exis-
tence of the Deity, his power, omniscience, be-
nevolence, can be proved by inductive reasoning
with the same certainty as mathematical truths,
All nature indicates a design—contrivance—
aptitude—simple in execution, but elaborately
philosophical in conception. Take for example
the late discoveries in astronomy. Stars have
been discovered so distant in space that the
rays of light which they emit,and which fall
upon the lens of the Telescope, must have been
four thousand years in their passage. Three
millions of Comets are now supposed to pursue
their eccentric revolutions in the universe; ell
those known are diminishing in magnitude,—
whence this law of change!—what purpose do
they serve in this magnificent creation of
worlds ? That of Encke’s is gradually approach-
ing the sun, and must eventually either fall into
it or be dissipated by its intense heat. The
relative distances of the Planets in our own
system have been found to be ranged in geo-
metrical proportion, What power has disturb-
ed the serics between Mars and Jupiter, and
broke the intervening planet into f'pur smaller ?
How boundless—how imposing is the range
of these enquiries. What conceptions of the
supreme intclligence do they create—how fa.
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vourable to humility—to pety—to ycm"nings
towards lleaven !

The spread of education iz indced unfavoura-
ble to superstition—to the distinction. of fori,
to systemws which under religous pretences
build up an Order and a Churth, whe grasp at
an undue return of wealth and power, but it
must ultimately advance the revinad, and cher-
ish and propagate the virtuous und hantable
tendencies of” that Religion, whoze whole es-
sence is love and chanity.  DBetween the begin-
ning and the end—the school an.l the College
—the primer and the philosophy of’ the wystem
of geaeral education, there may *be _ects who
doubt and avow their disbelict; but the desert
will be passed and the promised land reached ut
last.’ ‘'The restless uncasiess of doubt leuds
to speculation and inquiry. Inquiry conducts
to truth. The French Revolution has advane-
ed beyond all calculation the scicnee of generl
politics. In its eflorts upon Religion the hand
of Providence is perhaps no less vistible.  Eng-
land has been saved from the same race of
butchery and crime. TPhilosophy has awoke
from her temporary dream of atheisn, The
effect of education—of” institutes—and of pop-
ular publications have reformed but not de-
stroyed—the change in some of its workings
has been abrupt and inconsistent, but Cebbett
and Thistlewood, and Owen, have found no
mass who could be incited to the work ot de-
struction. The same causes are at workn the
Church. Her altars may be robbed of their
splendour—her Clergy hnuted 1n thetr means—
but though individuals may suffer for a time,
and the sympathies of society through them be
wounded—the divine sprit of Rchgion wilt
shine forth, we trust, thrice puntfied trom the
ordeal, socicty be knit together by stronger
bands, and government rest upon more cnduring
pillars.

‘Whatever may be our political sympathics,
it is in vain to oppose the march of nund. It
sweeps on direct, certain, irrcsistable ! Like
the waves of the sea,it will beut upon the
shore, and drown in its surge the impotent and
royal behest of Canute. Opposition is foolish-
ness—butit is wise to conurul and direct—to
meet its earlier manifestationz—to jicld to 1ts
demands, ere these become clatorous and ex-
travagant. To cducate Is thus to chrrstianze,
and to propagate Christianity 1s to ofler the
noblest services which wian cen render to s
Daker.

But let me ask what are the tree—the legti-
mate objects of existence—the honourable la-
bours of life, leading to anhonourable end. Is
it to be content with a fauth which our reason
cannot comprehend—to be bound up withimn that
circle of duties, which the single profession cr
pursuit we are compelled toselect as the source

of a livelihood create, prescribed to live as if

each day and year were the ir.t and the lost?
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No, we are taught there are an immortality
and old age—that there is a coming srason for
re - temreflc ion=—=preparation for the tomb,—
Why not extend to leauing and education the
came maxims of worldly wisdom which we ap-
ply to the aequ 1tion of fortune. 1t is ncces-
sary,<ay the sage: of the world, in the morning,
in the st-cngth and cnergy of life, to husband
anr mean: —1o cconuntise—to lay up a compe-
tence for :ickve:-—-adversity—for old age,—
¢ Approaching nge itselfy” says Bulwer in one of
iy essays in the Student, ‘we ought to have
less need of Economy. Nature recoils from the
Miter, coining mammon with one hand, while
death plucks him by the other. We should
provide for our age, in order that our age may
have no urgent wunts of the world to absorb
1t from the meditations of the next. It is aw-
ful 10 sce the tean hunds of dotage making a
coffer of the grave.” Why not apply, I ask,
the same reasoning to the acquisition of learn-
mg—to the fortune of new ideas, the solacing
remrizcences—the glorious conceptions which
it garners up,

There is a period n every man’s hfe, when
the active dutics of the world—its pomp and
busy bus.debecome distasteful to him.  No one
is excmpt from sichness and physical debihity.
What resvurces hus he then—whut availeth
cven the gifts of fortune—if he cunnot denive
pleasure from buohs, and that cheening and en-
Iightened compamonship they afford.  'Wath
the:c he can then summon to the couch, the
Puetz, the Philusophers, the Iistorians of all
past tuue, and although fixed to one narrow and
darkened chamber, lying perhaps mcapable of
motion, may revel i all the treasures of the
mind—u hether gathered up in the stately and
solewn temples of philosophy, or spread abroad
in the walks of the Muses. If happiness be in
the mind and not in circumstance, how far supe-
rivr is such & power to the mere possession—
the brief and passing consequence of wealth—
the «dignity of Collurs,”as tauntingly stigma-
tized by Canmuing.  How often have all of us
seen the gloom of the sick bed brightened by
those rays of cheerfulness, which are imparted
by rehgious devotion,—but even its pleasures
are remdcred puzer, and the ardour it inspires
wore fervid, 18 philosophy and learmng con be
brought to 1ts md.

Sickness is aceidental—but old age we can-
no: avord. Withont learning and without
books 1t is a pricon-house, created and darkened
by mnbecitity.  Less potent in the world, we
become less necessary and less courted. The
wore dependent we become upon the pleasures
of society and conversation, we find, alas, we
are the more avoided and shunned. How sear-
ing to a generous heart is the impassive cold-
ness—the icy celfichness of the world! The
affections of children may then draw them
around ns—but these predilcctions do not cx-
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tend to the circle of our set. We are less
yielding, and less .itted for the forms, the cour-
tosies and the throng of fashion, and prefer the
quict and intellectual converse enjoyed with
friendly and kindred minds.  1iow few are the
hoursof cach day that can bethusdevoted,and to
what resources can we turnif we huve not
books and their store of pleasant refleclions.—
How miserable—how querulous—how pawful
to itsell’ is an ignorant old age, wusted n jmpo-
tent repinings or in worthless tnfles—what an
inglorious termination to a manhood of usctul
activity. And yet how bright and cheerful and
Godlike may an inteligent and revercnd old
age be made. None of Cicero’s productions
display so much the philosophy of us mind—
the purity of his religion and lus intentions, as
his treatise, ¢ De Sencclute,’ In it he hasre-
corded the hopes which mspired hun, ¢ Quod
si in hoc erro, quid animos hominum nmmnortales
esse credam, libenter erro, nec miht hune erro-
rem, quo delector, dum vivo, extorquern volo’
—a2 proof he had passed beyond the nythology
of his era, What a charm has he thrown
around the occupations of vencrable age, and
how cloquently does he recommend thie pursuits
of philosophy and the study of the Grecian let-
tors. Cumano in his Essay upon Temperance
has illustrated the same subject with a captiva-
ting, because practical eloquence. It is a the-
sis alike instructive in this, as in the Augustan
or any previousage. To read, to learn, to lay
up the treasures of” knowledge is as useful a
duty with a view to the happy close of this life
ag to the enjoyment of the next. The soul
dies not. Some believe 1ts powers, its capaci-
ties, its aptitude in acquiring and in contempla-
tion will pass with itself to immortality, and it
we are to mingle in the society of superior na-
tures, will we not enjoy in these regions of
bliss and of enlarged contemplation, when the
glory of the Universe will have burst upon us
In its sublimer mysteries, and the pleasures of
sense are atan end, a more exquisite enjoyment
according to the intellectual grasp with which
we can measure, comprehend, and admire them.
This idea is curiously illustrated in the life of
Crabbe, by his Son. ¢lle had a notion, per-
haps somewhat whimsical, that we shail be
gainers in a future state by the cultivation of
the intellect, and always atfixed asense of this
nature, also, to the more important meaning of
the word ‘talents® in the parable; and ths
stimulus doubtless increased lis avidity for
knowledge, at & period when such study was of
little usc besides the amusement of the present
hour.’ p. 297.

In d personal and worldly point of view, there
is this marked distinction hetween the acquusi-
tion of wealth and the pursuits of learning.—
The one sharpens our worldty knowledge, the
tact, the cunning and hypocnsy of our souls.—
Woe ledrn to deal better with other men, to
speculate with more sagacity, to sell, and buy,
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and barter upon more favourable terms. But
while this sharpens, it also hardens the mind,
contracts and deadens 1ts nobler sympathies,
and puts the heart under the tightest reins of
& colculating judgment. Men may sometimes
acquire a fortune by an adventitious chance
and lucky speculation—but this is the excep-
tion, not the rule. In the Iarger majority of
cuses, wealth s amessed by a ngorous attention
to petty detauly, to Inntle savings, to an unceas-
ing purvesing about trfles, nothings apparent-
Iy in themselves, but winch add msensibly to
the common heap. It requires attention as
unbroken as 1t 15 selfish.  Money becomes the
alpha and omega, the altar and god of the soul.
There may be no abandonment of principle, no
dereliction of honesty, all the gains may be
fair and honourable, but there are few scasonsg
of yielding to the confiding, generous, and
chantable tendencies.  In thns engrossing and
exclusive pursuit comes the habits which accu-
wutated it.  Men cannot change their natures
as they may wish, The old leaven clings to
them, it cannot be cast off.  Gold insuch men’s
cstimation becomes the standard of worth.—
They value other men, not by their temper,
their character, their talent, but by their thou-
sunds, and capability of acqusittion. And yet
low many examples do we see of men who
have carned an honourable competence, with
unblemished name, and who now are looked up
to tn our commumty as the firstin every chari-
table enterprise, as kind and amizble 1n private
life, and respected for therr intellectual attain-
ments, for their sagacity, good faith and honov,
To many of them, as a younger man, I look up
with respect .nd attachment. I argue not
against wealth, for unless men accumulated it,
science and hiterature would become torpid, and
want the ‘countenance of patrons,” and the lei-
sure they require. [ protest only amainst its
being made the *grand end’ for which we live
and die. I speak not so much from expericnee,
or what I have seen,as from abstract vicws of
human nature, and the monitions I have gather-
ed from books.

The tendency of education is just the oppo-
site, It improves, it expands, it ennobles the
mind., An intelligent man may be equally in-
dustrious in acquiring wealth, but it is with a
different view, and for a different end. He feels
he has o consequence in society, he can com-
mand and ensure respect, by his powers of con-
ver:ation, by his intellectual standing, inde-
pendent of his income or balance at the bank,
which, according to Bulwer, is now the true
stanlard of English respectability, He has
another empire than the stock exchange. He
has not the heaps of gold, but he has that di-
viner and nobler wealth of mind, which, al-
though intangible, is inseparable ; and which
only wastes and perishes with the decay and
darkness of the mind itsclf.
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Every step in intellectual advancement, the
mastery of every new branch of literature, or
science, while it adds to knowledge, extends
the view to a wider and unknown sphere. Ig-
norance may shield itself with dogmatismn and
presumption, but the learned man is never opin-
lonative—he is willing to listen and be inform-
ed. Paley and Newton never attacked an
adversary—Scott never answered a critique.—
The surest proof of advancing wisdom is the
growing consciousness that we know less, The
Earl of Chatham told his son Pitt, after he had
finished the course of the schools, that he had
yet all to learn, and that he would require to
read an Encyclopedia. No insinuation could
be more severe, and yet it was just. There is
this further distinction between money and
learning, that we cannot impart the one to
others without lessening our old stock, but we
may give freely of the last, and that which re-
mains will be undiminished and purified. Com-
munion polishes intelligent minds. Without
books society becomes a continuation of busi-
ness—a conversation upon the transactions of
the day, or it descends to the fortunes and the
foibles of our friends. Then comes satire and
the ready censure, the uncharitable construction
of conduct. We cannot speak praises always,
soft and dulcet sounds offend by the very
sweetness of their harmony, the most sensitive
and delicately attuned ear. If we talk contin-
ually about other men, the tongue will dip itself
in the bittsr of scandal, and the mind catch the
darkening hues of sarcasm. Philosophy and
the temper and disposition it creates, shrinks
from such topics, retains to its own fair and
ideal world. A knowledge of books gives to
character a new amiability, to society a fresher
and holier charm. Exceptions there are, but
this is the rule. Noman therefore who regards
his own happiness—the part heis to play in the
world’s stage—the charms of domestic life—
his standing in the social circle—his capability
of recetving or imparting enjoyment to others,
ought to despise the graces of learning and of
philosophy, for without them he is barren of the
most affluent sources of social enjoyment, and
with them he is independent of fortune and cir-
cumstance, D’Israeli has written a curious
chapter upon the literary labours of authors,
while placed in confinement. Charles I. wrote
the ¢Icon Basilike’ during his imprisonment at
Holmsby. Sir Walter Raleigh never discov-
ered the force and impress of his own genius
until the fickle Queen had consigned him to the
Tower. His elaborate History of the World
was there designed and perfected. The Hen-
riade of Voltaire, and the ¢Pilgrim’s Progress’
of Bunyan, were both composed under similar
circumstances. Don Quixotte was written by
Cervantes to brighten a period of captivity.—
When Horne Tooke was threatened with " im-
prisonment for his political offences, he said,
¢ give me light, books, and my pen, and I care
not how soon you close the doors of the dun-
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geon upon me.’ Wakefield, who is publishing
now a new edition of the Wealth of Nations
wrote his England and America in Newgates
and Cobbett produced also his admirable essays
of Paper against Gold. Beranger is at this
hour delighting France with his national songs
although the inmate of a cell, through the ty-
ranny of Louis Phillippe. Thus does the mind
rise superior to situation by the fertility of it8
own revelations, and bring the ¢landscapes of
thought’ bright and admirable as they are, t0
give variety and enjoyment to solitude, But
let it not be supposed that I wish to cast my
undeserved odium upon the disposition of min
and habits which leads to accumulation, Far
be it from my purpose to convey any person
discontent. Some of the richest men I have
ever known, have been the most generous an
amiable. All T wish to point out Is, the fallacy.
and {ruitlessness of a too exclusive pursuit 0!
it, of making the acquisition of money a sordif
occupation. Fortune to a certain extent i
essential, and it ought to be the ambition of
every man to acquire it, but let not the mean#
be made the end, so as to sacrifice in its attain-
ment those more rational acquisitions which

ive to their possessor dignity and enjoyment.
%wish not to place the spirit of accumulation
and the love of books as opposite and conflict-
ing aptitudes or principles, for I intend now to
reason out the proposition, that the best educa-
ted and most intelligent nations have been, in
all past ages, the most industrious and
wealthy.

In the age of Alexander the arts and sciences
had reached their zenith in Athens, and at that
time the Piereus was crowded with & vast an
busy commercial marine. Never before of
since did the EgeanSea orArchipelago exhibit 8
scene of such active and prosperous commerce.
The Romans never were an industrious or com-
mereial people, and hence they furnish no ans-
logy for the present argument, Inthe Augus”
tan and golden age, they prosecuted trade,~
but Rome was only a depot for the productions
of the Provinces, and was itself the situs 0
exchange. The Italian Republics, in the mid-
dle ages, when literature and eloquence weré
ripe amongst them, were the store-houses ©
Europe, many of the practical arts and mant-
factures were carried to a high perfection, an
in silks and in steel they were unrivalled.

The Genoese bladein the age of chivalry w88
famed for the battle-field and tournament. I#
Venice, where Tasso dwelt and Dante sung; ®
Bank was first established. The Lombards if*
vented the bill of exchange. The inhabitant?
of the low countries, when famed for their fair®
and manufactories and the extent of their coms
merce with the East, had the reputation ©
being a shrewd, sagacious, and highly intelll”

ent nation. The struggles and heroism they'
splayed under Wm. of Orange, in the rel
of the Phillips, evinces their order of mind, A
the just appreciation in which they held ther
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Constitutional liberties. England and France
&ve enjoyed a pre-eminence in science and liter-
Ature—in none from the earliest times have the
Wts and commerce been more perseveringly
80d successively prosecuted. In the present
¥ge, those nations famed for the best systems
of education, enjoy a reputation equally high
Or perseverance in the accumulation of nation-
2 wealth, Scotland now inhabited by the
Iost intelligent and industrious people in the
ingdom, perhaps in the world, were, until the
e of the Union and the introduction of Pa-
Yochial Schools, brave, it is true, but idle and
fuperstitious. Prussia, where the best system
°f popular education on the Continent is now
Organized, is taking the lead in the career of
Pational manufactures. The Swiss Cantons,
famed for their intelligence, are alike distin-
8uished for their advancement in agriculture
and manufactures. The New England States,
the best educated in the Union, are bee-hives of
Commercial speculation and persevering indus-
; and I pass from this branch of the argu-
Went without further reference or illustration,
88 1 regard these views as only embodying an

Ymitted axiom in the science of general poli-
cs,

The last paragraph as standing in contrast
the one which preceded it, has been introdu-
Ced for that reason only, out of its natural or-
er, Iintended to dilate further upon the effects
f learning, in mellowing the heart and man-
Rers—in giving to life an enthusiasm and poetic
embellishment—in lending, in the words of Ir-
Ving, ¢to the stars music, and to the flowers
Sloquence’but I refrain and pass to graver
And more practieal illustration.

Of all clesses of society none have so deep
an interest in the spread of learning and civili-
Zation as females, In rude states of society
they are the slaves rather than the companions
of their lords. Amongst our own Indians the
Wife is reduced to themost laborious and menial
Offices. Amongst the French in Cape Breton
hd Dutch in Lunenburgh, they are subjected

labour, requiring the severest muscular ex-

lon, In our fiching settlements they are the
vultivators of the soil, they plant, reap and hoe,
bear the barrow and raise the fish pile—all la-
bours ugeful and necessary in themselves, but
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scarce fitted for the slighter frame and delicacy
of woman. In these she neither occupies her
proper station, nor exercises her virtuous and
softening influences upon society. As educa-
tion and civilization advance, her position in
the social scale is elevated. She is confined to
the duties of domestic life, and becomes the
Queen of her household. Tn place of the ser-
vant she is raised to be the friend and the com-
panion of her partner, she shares his good and
evil fortune—brightens success and softens
adversity. It becomes her above all others to
be the patroness and friend of education, It
elevates her consequence and extends her do-
minion. Nor does she fail amply to repay the
privileges and dignity thus conferred. How
much of the national virtues are dependant upon
the gentler sex. They mould the tone of ge-
neral manners, and render man virtuous or oth-
erwise at their will. They exercise a secret
but resistless influence. No system or indi-
vidual can stand up against their ban, How
many domestic kingdoms are ruled by a Catha-
rine de Medicis, whose agency is never seen,—
but it is fortunate for one Catharine there are
ten Porties and ten Cornelias. They soften,
purify, exalt,—they enforce a charity and mild-
ness into the intercourse of society, and come
to control and heal those conflicts of the evil
passions, into which men, however prudent, if
forced into the tide of the world, are involved.
But the influence of the sex is chiefly felt in
their capacity as mothers. To them belongs
the early developement of the mind,~—the form-
ation of the character or habits. They have
the modelling of the wax while it is ductile and
freely inclined—they may inspire to patriotism
or degrade to selfishness—make religion an
element of character, or & thing to be scoffed—
teach virtue, or sow the seeds of vice—compel
industry or suffer idleness and inattention. The
household under their dominion is either a
heaven or & hell. The higher their elevation
in the social scale, the more kindly they are
treated, their influences are inspired with nobler
inducements; and hence if education exalts
them, and they, from the position to which
they are elevated, shed down more benign and
kindlier auspices, it is equally their interest, and
the interest of society, to spread among them
the gifts of intellectual improvement.
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No.

Tius subject continues to engross o large
share of public attention. It was thought by
some persons that this topic was merely used
fer electioneering purposes, but it is certain that
there is a general conviction in the minds of
our agriculturists, that they ought to be pro-
tected from foreign cowmpetition in the provin-
cial markets, as well as have their produce
admtted into the English market free of duty.
We have already explained that this desired
protection in the provincial market would prove
to a great extent nugatory, inasmuch as all the
protection in the world would not give high
prices in plentiful seasons, and we referred for
proof to the nature of the case, and to the prices
when a protecting duty was in force in Upper
Canada. To the last it has been replied, that
the argument f.om those prices is fallacious,
because there was no protecting duty in Lower
Canada at the same time, and Amencan pro-
dace was imported there as heretofore, and kept
prices down to its own level. This remark
would be correct if the prices of Lower Canada
alone had been referred to. 1If the proof had
been drawn solely from Lower Canada, then
the fact that there wus no protecting duty there
at the time would of course overturn the argu-
ment. Butthe proof was taken from the prices
in Upper Canuada with a protecting duty, and
therefore the reply does not touch the argument
at all. There were no importations into Upper
Camada from any quarter, and yet the prices
were so low that flour was sold in Kingston
market for 12s. 6d. per barrel, and at that price
for account, not for cash, demonstrating beyond
cantradiction, that w protecting duty is of no
avail in plentiful scasons, Its true opcration
and real value is in seasons of scarcity, when it
cnables the farmer to abtamn better prices, and
thereby compensates him for the deficient quan-
tity of his produce. Suppose that in ordinary
years he grows 400 bushels of wheat, and sells
it at 5s. per bushel, it brings Inm £100. ‘Then,
suppose in & failing hasvest he can obtain only
300 bushels; if he could sell thisat 6s. 3d. per
Lushel, it would bring him £93 156, so that he
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would receive within £6 5s. of his ordinary in~
come. But suppose that foreign importations
now came into play, and kept the pric +of wheat
down to 5s. per bushel, the farmer would then
losc about £20 by the conjoint operation of a
faiing crop and foreign importations. The
former without the latter would not have in-
jured lum much, because prices would have
risen in proportion; but when the price of &
short crop 1s kept down to the price of a full
crop by importations from abroad, the farmer
complains that he is ruined by the system,
which has no compensating power to make
up for deficient quantity by better prices.

On the other hand it is vain for the farmer to
expect by any system to obtain high prices in
plentiful scasons, nor should he expect them,
because the deficiency in price is more than
made up by the surplus quantity. Suppose
that the quantity of land which ordinarily pro-
duces 400 bushels, should some seasons produce
600, and prices were down to 33. 9d. per bushel;
the farmer would call this a bad price, and com-
plain of hard times; yet 600 bushels at 8s. 9d.
would produce £112 10s. which is more than
his ordinary income by fifty dollars. It is pro-
bable that the extra labor of harvesting, thrash-
ing, and Dbringing to market this extra
quantity, would equal this difference, yet he
would obtain at all events his usual income.—
It is vain for the farmer to expect uniformity of
price, because he cannot command uniformity
of seasons. If the produce of one year doubles
that of anothes, the demand continuing the
same, prices will naturally fall nearly ene half,
The only way to prevent this is by storing the
prodace of plentiful years, against years of
scarcity, and this but few farmers in Canada are
able to do. A protecting duty would benefit
the farmer in scasons of scarcity, and to impose
one would be a popular incasure, but in other
respects it wouid not answer the expectations
of' its supporters.

A doubt hasbeen expressed that Canada has,
on the aggregate, any surplus produce for ex-
portation, but this was sufficiently proved by
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* the large exportations of wheat from Cunada
to t o United States during two years.

~ 'We have scen in some quarters & very crro-

necous view of the principle of protection to
domestic industry. It has been regarded ns
merely a tax on one part of the comununity for
the benefit of another, without any countervail-
ing advantage to the former.  If this were the
case, the principle would indced be of doubtful
justice or policy, although even mn this case the
objection would have but little application to
the protection of Canadian agriculture, because
those who are engaged in it form nearly the
whole of the community, seven-cightbs of the
whole population. Therefore if their protec-
tion did operate as a tax on the other part of
the community, without any compensating be-
nefit whatever, yet the interest of the lurger
number is to be preferred to that of the smaller,
especially where the latter is so inconsiderable
a part of the whole. ‘There is also another
difference between agricwlture in Canada and in
England, that in the latter, land is chiefly rent-
ed to farmers, and as the excessive competition
keeps rents up to the highest point at which
the farmer can manage to hive, any benefit to
him amounts to, or is in fact, & benefit to his
lendlord, for he constantly raises his rents as
the prices of farming preduce rise. Butin Can-
ada there are no rented farms worth mention-
ing. Bvery man farms his own land, and there-
fore any benefit to agriculture isadirect benefit
to the farmer himself, instead of to a rich lund-
lord who does not nced it. Therefore if the
objection were valid, it would not apply here,
where we have no interest to set up agamnst the
agricultural.

But the objection rests on a misconception of
the nature and grounds of protection to domes-
tic industry. It is protection against foreign
competition, and it is founded ou this principle,
that it is for the common national advantage to
have each separate national interest in a pros-
perous state, just asit is for the advantage of
the human body and of each individual member
to bave every scparate member inahealthy and
vigoroua state.  If any national interest be de-
pressed, the depression extends to every other
intezest; butif it be prosperous, they share that
prosperity, because the better that branch of
industry is rewarded, the more of its profits arc
axpended on the other branches, and thus if they
pey by protective duties an extra price for any
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article, they receive an cquivalent therefor in
extra sales of their products to the producers of
that article. It the extra price caused by pro-
tective duties was hoarded up, then the objec-
tion to them would apply; but while it is dis-
persed abroad and returned n various ways lo
the very persons who pay it, by the increased
supphes purchased by those who received it,
the protection is not given for the sake of the
protected branch alone, but for the common be-
nefit of the whole cow .aunity. "he only
exceptions to this are, either when the protec-
tion is excessive, and therefore cannot give any
countervailing advantage to the other branches
of the national industry; or whenanattempt is
made to counteract the laws of nature, by fos-
tering some employment to which the chmate,
soil, or genius of the people is not congenial.—
Of the first class was the lute tariff of the
United States; and of the second would be an
attempt to promote the growth of silk in
Canuda.

Protection is necessary in the infuncy of all
States, or modes of employment, in order to
cnable them to advance against matured foreign
competition. It is well known that an old
merchont with lurge capital and extensive con-
nexions, can always undersell 2 young begin-
ner with but little capital and all his connexions
to form; and so it is with nations. When any
branch of industry has become matured in one
country, those who follow it can always under-
sell in the markets of another country those
who are but beginning to establish it there,
naturol advantages being supposed about equal
in the two cases. It is said, we know, that if
foreigners were allowed to import their goods
or producc frec, they would purchase others in
exchange; but this argument 1s fallacious, be-
cause, although the foreigner might purchase
one or two articles in exchange for his imports,
still, the home manufacturer or producer pur-
chases all his supplies in the home market, and
the dificrence between them is therefore as one
to five hundred. The truc policy of nations,
on this head, is the same as that of individuals
or families, namely, to purchase nothing from
others that they can produce themselves, The
exception to this rule is when there is no natu-
ral facility for produciag, for if we have to con-
tend against nature, then, indeed, protection is
voin and impolitic. Protection should not be
made a kind of hot-house, to produce what
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nature has denied. We may assist nature, but
not bid her defiance, for this would be an ex-
pensive job to all parties. Itis quite possible
to expend protection unwisely in vain efforts to
overcome natural disadvantages, but, with this
exception, protection is necessary to all infant
communities and branches of industry, in order
to guard them from foreign competition.

In reply to this, it has been said that the
English cotton manufacture grew up without
protection. It did, and for a very good reason;
it had no competition, and therefore needed no
protection.  The cotton manufacturers had
none to oppose them. There was not a yard
of eotton made in Europe but by themselves.—
There was a little imported from the East, but
too little to affect them. They could from the
beginning charge their own prices, and thus
protect themselves. In this case all that they
required was to be let alone. But how does it
happen that those who refer to the cotton man-
ufacture have entirely forgotten how the woollen
manufacture was established? It is well known
that in the early ages English wool was export-
ed to the continent of Europe, there manufac-
tured into cloth, and then returned to the
English market; and the English woollen man-
ufacture was established solely by being pro-
tected from this foreign competition by a duty
of 20 per cent on foreign cloth, and afterwards
by its being prohibited altogether. ~In 1338
(Edward III.) it was enacted that no wool of
English growth should be for the future trans-
ported beyond see, and that all cloth-workers
should be received, from whatever foreign parts
they came, and encoursged. It was also or-
dained, that none should wear any clothes made
beyond sea, except the king, queen, and their
children; also that none should wear foreign
furs and silks, unless he was worth £100 per
annum. In consequence of this encouragement,
in 1340, Thomas Blanket, and some other inha-
bitants of Bristol, set up looms in their own
houses for weaving those woollen cloths which
yet bear that name. In 1463, (Edward IV.)
the importation of woollen cloths, laces, and
ribbons, and other articles manufactured in
England, was strictly forbidden. In 1668,
(Charles II.) one Brewer, with about fiftyWal-
loons,who wrought and dyed fine woollen cloths,
came into England, and instructed the English
in their manufactory, which enabled them to
sell forty per cent cheaper than they could be-
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fore. The English woollen manufacture, thety
was fostered by protection and prohibition,with-
out which it could not have been established &
all, having from the first to contend with &
matured foreign competition; but the cottod
manufacture, on the contrary, had to encounter
no competition. The opposite circumstanced
required opposite treatment.

If any country in the world can safely aban-
don all protection to its domestic industry, that
country is England; for her manufactures are
80 matured, and her capital and skill so great
that she might safely proclaim free trade with
all nations, were it not for the drawback of
heavy taxation. If she had no national debts
and her taxes were confined to meet the current
expenses of her government, her other advan-
tages would enable her to compete with every
other nation to profit. And even as it is, many
political economists believe that she can do 80
and should abolish all protecting duties. If thi
opinion be correct, still, there is a vast differ”
ence between an old country full of ca.pit.al,all"l
a young land destitute of it. What may be
sound policy in the one case, may be the very
reverse in the other. An indiscriminate appli-
cation of general rules or principles, often pro
duces much mischief.

The principle of protection being, thets
required for every infant community or proces®
that has to encounter foreign competition, the
case of the Canadian agriculturist we conceivé
to be this. Settled in & new country, nearly
destitute of capital, and having to contend with
numerous difficulties, the full power of which
none can know but those who endure them, lf"
requires protection from foreign competition 1
the chief produce of his labour. How that pro”
tection may be best afforded admits of doub®
The most general desire is for a duty on Amé”
rican produce imported into Canada. How tho¥
would operate we have already explained. Th®
next desire is, if the duty here would militst?
against Imperial interests, to have Canﬂ-di’,n
produce admitted into England duty free. Thi¢
we formerly remarked, appears reasonable,
the Canadian farmer deserves the boon.
third plan is, that an Imperial duty shﬂu_ be
levied and collected in Canada on produce i
ported from the States. This also would P
just, as it would secure to the Canadian farme’
the full benefit of his country’s markets, and ’
country’s capital, instead of having that diver*
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ed to purchase foroign grain with which to
inundate his markets and depress his prices.—
This plan, however, so peculiarly requires Im-
perial sanction, that but little can be said
respecting it at present.

The farmer inust remember, however, that
no plan can prevent Juctuation of prices. For
this he must be prepared. The fotlowing table
shows the great and rapid variations in the
price of wheat in the City of Philadelphia, vari-
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ations which the United States’ protecting duty
could not prevent, and which range from 815
to 8375. The table was carefully prepared by
a mercantile gentleman from authentic data.—
A similar table for Canada would show similar
variations, from 12s. 6d. per barrel of flour, the
price in 1821, when there was a protecting
duty, to £3 per barrel, the pricein the winter of
1837-8, without protection, This high price
was partly caused by the insurrection.

—_—

Prices of Flour for the three first months

of the year, from 1796 to 1837 inclusive.

Yrazs. January. |February | March. || Yeans. January. |February{ March.
17960c00ccccssocess «/B1I2 00/RB13 50iB15 00 | 18160 sevessvcrcccecs 900, 900, 800
1787cecvoccescescece| 10 00] 1000[ 10 00| 1817ccevceccrcsccses) 1850; 1375 1425
1798sscececcscecsces! 850 850 850 1818ececevccnccrcesel 1000] 1075 1050
17990 covecccccacccne] 950 950 925) 1818ecccocecccccesss] 900] 875 825
1800 P . o |l 18200seeccscccasasse] 600 550 500
1801§'"°""'""° 1150) 1125 1150 400y, i ieeeenaeeennsl 400 4000 375
1802 ecessectccncece] 700 700 7O00[ 18220ccscccctscecscs] 625 625 625
1808scecvcccececcsse] 650 650 650) 1823ecccscerscccecest 700 875 700
¥804ecccccscscaceces] 750 750 T7O0| 1824ccccecceeseccens] G0} GO0 612
1805ecccccesccecccss) 11 00f 1225 1300} 1825ecccccerscessces] 487] 518 512
£80Becccscsacccscces| 750 750 700 1826eececccsscecccest 4751 462 450
1807ecscccccccoccees] T50 750] 750 1827cscceovccsccccssl E75 600 575
1808 (Embargo)eeeeee] 600] 575 55G] 1828esseececccaccsas) 5000 487 475
1809 do essscel 550 700 700] 1829ccececcsccceesce] 850/ 825 800
In July and 1830ecccccscecescesel 462 450 4350
1810 { Aug. this year 775 800 825( 18%1cscceccencecceasl 612 625 700
$11 and R12. 1882¢seseccccccceees] 550 550 550
1811ecsvscesncccscse| 11 00| 10 50| 10 50} 1838ccsssecceccscess 575 500 550
1812 (War)esceoconee| 1050 10 12| 975l 183deccevcveccccecee] 5251 500 587
1818 d0 eesccesass) 11 00} 1000 G 50 1885+ esseecccsccccns 4 87 5000 500
1814 do eccecesesel 925 825 800 1836.eccosccccecceasl 650 662 675
1815 d0 esescecese] 800, 800 775U 1837ccccevcccccceces] 11 00! 11 00
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Tug following memorial on Emigration was
addressed by the North Amencan Colonial
Committee of London to Lord John Russetl.—
Woe shall append thereto such remarks as 1t
appears to require:—

To the Right Honourable Lord John Russell
principal Secretary for the Colonice.
‘The memorial of the North American Colonial
Committee of London,

SEEWETE, ] )
That the North American Colonial Commit-
M2

tee, consisting of gentlemen associated for the
urpose of promoting the Colomzauon of the
ritish Provinces in America, have resolved,
after mature consideration, to submit to your
Lordship the following statement of their
views with respect to this important object.
We assume, that in the Highlands and Is-
lands, as well as in some of the manufacturing
towns of Scotland, that in particular employ-
ments and particular districts of England, that
throughout almost every part of Ircland, many
thousands of our fcllow countrymen are not
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only unablc to obtwin throughout the yeur such
wages s will afford them thuse means of com-
fortable subsistence which cvery ndustrious
man may furely expect in exchange for his la-
bour, but arc often reduced to the extreme pri-
vations of the most aitlicting destitution.

We assume further, that in the British Pro-
vinces of America there eaists o demand for
lubour which has not yct been fully satisficd;
thot the industrious labuurer can there obtain
good wages and the means of cutnfurtable sub-
sistence; that there bemg many aullons of
acres of the most fertile land stidl uncultivated,
land is so cheap that the exercize of industry
and frugality enables the lubourer to purchuse
o small estate in fee after a short residence
these Provinees, and thus to become an ein-
ployer of labour, so that the dcmand for addi-
tional hands, instead of decreasing with the
supply, undergoes a constant augmentation.

Procecding upon these two assumpilons,
which cannot be controverted, we respectfully
submit that it s the duty of the statesmen of
Grent Britain to affurd the mother country and
to the Colonies the wd wiuch they respectively
require, by transferring the superabundant po-
pulation of the United Kingdum to those Co-
lonies in which they will be welcomed as pro-
ducers of wealth, instead of being repelled as a
burden upon the community, and 1n which their
labour will be adequately rewarded.

We are quite sensible that such an undertak-
ing must be conducted with theutinost caution;
that if @ greater number of emigrants should be
conveyed in any one yeir to the Colonies than
can be there beneficially employed, the result
will be most disastrous to the idividuals emi-
grating; most burdensome to the Colontal com-
manity as throwng on ther charny a population
dependent upon them for rehiet ; and most dis-
conraging to future enngration n the reaction
prouuced at home by accounts of the misery and
suffering which would have been m such case
cndured. Weare also sensible that it is not
sufficient to convey the emigrunts to the near-
est port in the Coloumes, und there to leave
thein unwded by further gwidance or assistance;
that the result of such a proceeding would be
to throw 1nto seaport towns a mass of ger=ons
for whom no adequate employment could be
there provided, and who would consequently be
exposed to the combined evilsof hanger, disease
and idleness, whilst in the case of cnugration to
Canada, t.  greater part of the more enterpns-
ing emigrants would, under such circumstarces,
make their way into the Umted States as the
nearcst point at which they could find employ-
ment. Wec are therefure of opinion, that in any
system of cmigration conducted by the state,
it is of the utinost importance thut the cm-
grants yearly sent out should not exceed such
a number as can obtain certain employment on
their arrival, and that thay should be conveyed
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at once to those parts of the Provinces n whieh
therr labour 1s required.

We have taken pums to ascertain whot
number of cnngrants could be received wath-
out mcomentence by the Provinees of British
North America dunng the present year, and we
cannot estunate the number at less than sixty
thousand at the lowest computation. Exclu-
sive of the emgration to the other Provinces ot
Britizh North America, about twenty-three
thousund enngrants landed in Lower Canada
duning last year. Of these o small number
went to the United States, but an equal number
came from the Umted States to settle n Can-
ada. From all the accounts which have been
received, it appears that these emigrants have
experienced no disappointment.  Though a
iarge proportion were of that class who wete
dependant upon labour for their support, we
have not heard that the supply of labour ex-
ceeded the demand, but on the contrary, there
is reason to behieve that u much larger number
might have found empluyment. The success

of the cmigration of last year will prubably m- -

duce many persons tv cougrate during the pre- .

sent year who arc uble to defray their own
cxpenses; but as the interposition of state os-
sistance may possibly inducc some persons to
seck such ass'stance who would otherwise have
been coabled to emigrate by the contributions
of their friends, we may cotimate the number
of emigrants who will go out upon which could
be absorbed by the Provinces of British
North Amcrica, for whom provision will re-
quire to be made in the manner hercafter sug-
gested.

The present is 2 moment peculiarly favoura-
ble to an cmigration. The harvest of last year
was most abundant in North Amertca, and con-
scquently provisions are, at the present mo-
ment, both cheap and plentiful, The wlvan-
tage of enngration has never been so stronply
felt by the intelligent inhabitants of these Cu-
lonies. In several distncts, particularly m
Upper Canada, associations have been formed
for the purpose of facilitating the reception of
emigrants fromn the Umted Kingdom. With a
view to cncourage the settlement of emigrants
m Curada, several landed proprietors have sig-
niticd their willingness to place at the disposal
of these associations cxtensive tracts of land.
They have also deputed Dr. Rolph ss their
agent to this country for the purpose of stimu-
lating emigration; and in this appointment the
Colonial Joxecutive has concurred; the last act
of the Legislature of Upper Canada. previous to
its final dissolution, was the adoption of an ad-
dress to the Crown, praying that measures
might e taken for promoting emigration upon
a large seale to the Canadian Provinces. Un-
der all these circumstances we are justified in
believing, that when the Canadian Legislature
shall assemble, there will be 1o indisposition to
centertain favourably any proposition for the

’.
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chcouragement of emigration, which shall be
founded upon an equitable basis, and guarded
by a prudent caution,

We respectfully subont that the tiune hag
now come when such a proposition may be
‘made with advantage to the Excecutive Goyvern-
ment; and as we are assured that your Lord-
ship cannot be ndifferent to the upiniun of a
‘hody of gentlemen who are much interested
in the colonization of British America, we beg
to suggest as the hasis of such a proposition the
following apportionment of the expenses of
_cmigdmtlon between the different parties inter-
csted,

. 1. That the emigrant ghould find himself the
weans of conveyance to the port of embark-
.ation, his outfit and provisions for the voy-
nge.

2, That the government should provide o
free passage.

2. That the Colony should take charge of
' the labourer on his arrival, and uadertake s
{ conveyance to the district in which he is to be
i employed.
. Such a division of the expenses would appear
to be most natural, as well as best suited to
, the means of the respective parties, and proba-
. bly it would be found m the resuit that cach
" would thus mncur about an equal portion of the
total cost.

This suggestion is founded upon the suppo-

" sition thatseveral distinet interests are concern-

ed in the emigration of the unemployed poor
of the United Kingdom.

. 1. In the first place it is a matter of concern
| to the British nation at large, that an individual
i who is compelled by circumstances over which
he has no control to remain idle at home, should
"he transferred to a field in which lus active vig-
our and productive industry become clements
“of the political and commercial greatness of the
British Empire. In reference to the peculiar
circumstances of Canada, your Lordship will
feel that there are considerations of political
.expediency, involving, perhaps, the very con-
- nexion of these Colonies with the parent state,
which make it advisable to promote the imme-
" diate snttlement in those provinces of 2 popula-
tion warroly attached to the mstitutions and
interests of Great Bnitain, These considera-
. tions alone would justify the application of a
: portion of the general revenue to the promotion
- of ermigration to British North America,

2. Ttis not necessary fo point out the benefit
which would result to the cmigrant himself;
from his transfer to the Colonies, bec ase the
whole of our reasoning is bascd upon the as-
sumption that thischange of home would great-
ly improve his condition. There is no member
of our Association who would advocate crm-
gration upon any other snpposition. When we

299

suggest that the cuugrant should be called up-
on to contribute some portion of the expenses
of the cimnigration of his family, we are fully
aware that, in many cascs, the labourer would
be unable to contribute out of his own funds
snch proportion; Lut we think that few cases
evist in which he would find himself unable to
make up this amount by the aid of his friends,
employers or landlord; and 1n suchcase it would
be competent for the guardians of any union
to make the required contribution out of the
poor rates.  ‘The advantage which would re-
sult 1o the district to which an unemployed
family belongs, from their removal, is obvious
and immediate, because so long as they are
unable to carn theirr own subsistence, they must
be relieved cither by public or by private
harity.

8. The Colony to which the lubourer emi-
grates is also deeply interested in this transfer
of our unemployed population, and ought there-
fore to contribute its share of the expense. To
say that Jand is of no value without labour, is
only to repeat a truism which no one will con-
tradict. We think it unneccssary, therefore,
to expatiate upon this topic. We are satisfied
that the Provincial Legislature will gladly con-
tribute the proportion of the expense of emigra-
tion which ought to he borne by the Colonies.
The funds avallable for this purpose have fre-
quently been pointed out in the discussions
which have taken place on the subject of Colo-
nization, and their appropriation to this object
has received the sanction of those who would
be contrnibutors to these funds.

In the first place, it is desired that in British
North America the whole of the proceeds aris-
ing from the sale of the public lands shall be
apphed to the promotion of emigration. We
do not think 1t necessary to state the argu-
ments by which this principle of Colonization js
sustained. We confine ourselves to the simple
assertion, that the same considerations which
have convinced your lordship that the land
fund of the other Colonies should be appropria-
ted to the conveyance thither of labour, apply
with equal force to the case of the North Ame-
rican Colonies of Great Britain.

Another fund available for the purpose of
promoting public works, and an accompanying
crugration, would arise from the imposition of
a tax upon land,—payable either in land or
money. If such o tax be paid in land, it will
place at the disposal of the Exccutive, sections
of land in various parts of the Provinces, which
will become applicable to the settlement of
Emigrants, and a gradual swrender of such
sections of land on the part of those who do
not think 1t their intcrest to pay even a tnflin
assessment upon them, will tend to dinims
the evils which have been found to arise from
profuse and improvident grants of large tracts
of territory to indriduals who have possessed
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neither the means nor inclination to bring them
under cultivation, 1f;, on the other hand, the
tax be generally pud in money, it will be seen
that even a very tnfling assessment will at
once create o fund available for the promotion
of public works and emigration.

A tax of onc halfpenny per acre levied upon
all the lands m Brnitish North America, which
have been alrcady granted, would produce up-
wards of £80,000 per annum; and this fund
would continually increase, in proportion as the
public land now undisposecd of shall be appro-
priated by individuals.

Upon this revenue above a milhion sterling
could be at once rased, or such lesser sum as
may from time to tune be required for the im-
provement and settlement of the districts from
which the tax may be levied. We have reuson
to believe that if the provincial le%]islaturc
should consent to the imposition of such a land
tax, there will be no difficulty 1n raising,among
the capitalists in the city of London who are
connected with the provinces, whatever amount
may be required, proportionate to the sccurity
so afforded,~—on the strict condition that this
fund shall be applied to the purposes sbove spe-
cified.

In urging your Lordship to recommend to
the provincial legislatures some such proposal
as that which we have ventured to snggest, it
has given us great satisfaction to observe that
this proposition much resembles that which has
been already submitted by the Commissioners
of land and emigration. In thewr report, dated
the 25th of April, 1840, we find that they ad-
vised that £50,000 should be applied, out of
the general revenue, in aid of emigration to
Bnush North America.

They recommend that half the expense of
the passage of the emigrants should be defray-
ed by the government, the other half being
borne by the emigrants themselves, or by the
parties locally interested in their 1emoval,
whether landed proprietors or poor-law unions;
that the emigrants should make their way to
the port of embarkation at their own cost; and
that, upon their landing in the colony, they
should be immediately placed under the guid-
ance of the Colonial Emigration Agents,whose
duty it would be to convey them to those parts
of the colony in which certain employment
awaits them.

We do not concur with the commissioners
in thinking that the emigrant should be called
upon to_contribute any portion ot the passage
money, becausc many emigrauts would be found
unable to provide such contribution; and we
deem it of the utmost importance that emi-
grants should have at their dispos2l on landing
in the colony, any funds which they may be
able to command,—but we think that the ex-
penses of outfit, provisions and conveyance to
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the port of embarkation may fuirly be thrown
upon the emigrant. In other respects, we are
happy to find that the views of the commission-
crs ore almost cntirely in accordance with those
of your Committce.

It ought to be observed that, by placing the
stream of emigration under the superintendence
of & responsible board, much of the suffering
and danger to which the emigrant is now ex-
posed from the designing practices of some of
the ship-owners and masters engeged in the
conveyance of emigrants, as well as from the
employment of unsafe vessels, would be obvia-
ted, and thus the emigrant would be placed
under a protecting care from the port of
embarkation to the place of his ultimate lo-
cation.

We have only to add in conclusion, that in
soliciting assistance on the part of the Statein
aid of emigration to British North Americs, it
is very far from our wish to deprecate similar
assistance towards promoting the settlement of
the other Colonies of Great Britain. We re-
gret to be compelled to believe that there
are in the United Kingdom, a number of in-
dustrious men of good character unable to
find employment at home sufficient to supply
the utmost demand for labour that can for
several years exist in the various Colonies of
Great Britain. 'We therefore claim no partiali-
ty for British North America; but in viewing
this subject with rcference to the interests
of the Mother Country, it cannot be forgotten
that, in consequence of the nearer vicinity of
the American Colonies, a cobtribution on the
part of the State, which would only facilitate
the conveyance of hundreds of the unemployed
poor to more distant scttlements, would aid
the emigration of thousands to British North
America.

We have now laid before your Lordship, in
as brief a form as we could adopt, without
omitting particulars which we deem it import-
ant to mention, a distinct proposal for the
conduct of cmigration to British North Ame-
rica. It has not been adopted hastily, but is
the result of much consideration; and we leave
it in your Lordship’s hands with & feeling of
perfect confidence, that as o Briush Statesman
you are deeply sensible of the value of Colo-
nization as a means of incressing the power
and resources of the great empire whose Co-
lonial interests have been entrusted to your
charge.

We are glad to perceive the caution and cor-
rect judgment displayed in the fifth paragraph
of this Memorial, and the general spirit and
principles it developes. There are some defi- -
ciencies, however, which we now proceed to
notice, 'The Memorial assumes, that because
about 28,000 emigrants were accomnodated in
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Canada last year, the same number may be pro-
vided for annually., But it is here overlooked,
that in the two preceding years there had been
hardly any emigration, so that last year sup-
plied the demand of three years, and several
thousand labourers were embodied in the muli-
tia. Or, if we take the emigration of the three
years together, it is about 83,000, giving an
average of 11,000 a year instead of 28,000.—
The committee assume, itis true, that more
emigrants could have found employment last

. year than caine. More of a certan class

. could « more good farm scrvants could have
found ready employment ; but of mere labour-
ers there were more than could obtain work,
and more of this class went to the United
States than the committee suppose. It has
come to our knowledge, that emigrants whose
passages were paid to Hamilton by the Govern-
ment, went from thence to work on the Eric
Canal at Lockport. This was from no dislike
to Canada, or preference of the States as a
country, but simply because they could get
work that suited them on the enlargement of
the Erie Canal. Hence, although our govern-
ment had paid their expences from Quebee to
Hamilton, it proved merely to benefit the Uni-
ted Statesby their labour. This shows that
the system of free passages is somewhat of an
expensive lottery, as it is very doubtful who
shall reap the benefit cventually. Of the
12,850 emigrants who came into Upper Canada
last year, only about 10,000 are accounted for
init ; in other words, 2,350 went to the States
ot different points. Iow many of these had
been assisted by the government, we have no
means of knowing, but it is probable that one-
half at least had, as one-half of the total num-
ber were assisted, and thus our government
must have paid several hundred pounds last
year to send men to the United States. This
system must have some check, Had thercbeen
employment on public works in Canada, it is
probable that these men would have remained
init, but until this is the case, this class of emn-
igrants cannot be retained in the country.—
Hence, although a free passage would benefit
them and the districts from which they come, it
would not benefit Canade at all, and thorefore
Canada cannot contribute to the cxpense of
removing them hither, until there bea different
system esteblished, by which she may expect to
votain them when they come.
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Further, the Committee proposc that “the
whole of the procecds arising from the stle of
public lands shall beapplied to the promotion of
Ewmigration.” From this proposition we en-
tirely dissent.  Important as emigration is, 1t
is not every thing. Other thungs are as much
required 1n order to render emigration itself a
benefit.  Good roads, especially, are as neces-
sary as emigration, for without them the emi-
grant is cut off from communication with
fricnds or markets, and the produce of his la-
bour brings him but one-fourth of what it might
do, if indeed he can sell it at all.  In fact, so
great is the difficulty on this account, that
whole settlements have been abandoned after
years of labour had been expended on them.—
We knew a scttlement in Lower Canada that
was abandoned after 14 years of labour. Two
families that had buried children there remained
a year after the others had left, but their condi-
tion was so much worse that they also forsook
the place. Charles Ranken, Esquire, Deputy
Land Surveyor, n his evidence before Lord
Durham’s Commissioners on land and emigra
tion, says that the difficulties from want of
roads have been experienced to such an extent
¢ gs to occasion the abandonment of settle-
ments that had been formed, as in the Town-
ship of Rama, where, ofter a trial of three years,
the settlers weie compelled to abandon their
improvements. In the Township of St. Vin-
cent almost all the most valuable settlers have
left their farms from the same cause. There
have been numerous instances in which, altho’
the scttlement has not been altogether aban-
doned, the most valuable settlers, after unavail-
ing struggles of several years with the difficul-
tics which I have described, have left their
farms.”  And William B, Robinson, Esquire,
gives similar evidence, saying—¢ The non-resi-
dence of many of the proprietors is attnbutable
to the badness of the roads, many of those who
had settled there having been compelled by this
cause to abandon their locations” It would
be no trivial cause that would make men throw
away the labour of years, as well as all the
capital they possessed; but they emigrated
anew for the same reason that they emigrated
at first—to escape from difficulties which they
found to be intolerable. More examples of
the sume kind might be given, but these sro
sufficient to show that good roads are necessary
to the success of emigration, and therefore, the
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unapproprinted part of the procceds arising from
the sale of public lands should be cmployed in
making roads through those lands, thereby
preparing them for settlement by cmigrants
with advantage to all parties,

In the first number of the Review, 1t was pro-
posed that & tax of onc penny per acre should
be laid on all wild lands, for the purpose of
apening roads through them ; and in the report
on public lands and cnugration by Charles Bul-
ler, Esquire, 1t 15 recomnended that a tax upon
wild lands, the procceds of the sales of public
lands, and from the disposal of timber hicenses,
«ghould all be specifically appropnated to such
works as would improve the value of land and
facilitate the progress of settlement, including
the construction of leading lincs of road, the
removal of obstructions in the navigation of
rivers, and the formation of rail roads and ca-
nals. Insome of these works, the whole cost
will be defrayed out of these funds ; 1n othersit
will only be nccessary to afford a limited
amount of assistance, in aid of works in which
private capital may be invested, though not to
a sufficient amount to complete the undertak-
ing.” These objects will require alt the funds
that can be rased from the above-named soure-
es, and they are so important to the country
that emigration avails but ittle without them.
Therefore we cannot agrec with the Commit-
tee, that the proceeds of the sales of all public
lands should be applied solely to emigration.—
They refer to other Colomes in which this
principle is adopted ; but those new Colonies
have not yet felt the want of good roads, their
settlements being confined as yet to the sco
coast or the banks of rivers. When popula-
tion shall have increased with them until it
must go into the intenior for scttlement, they
will wish that they had reserved part of their
public funds to make roads into the mnterior, at
least if their country be any thing like Canade.

The Committee propose a plan for a tax of a
half penny an acre on all granted lands, as se-
curity for a loan to be raised in England for
public works. This to a farmer of 200 acres
would add 8s. 4d. per annum to his present
taxes : no great sum, it is true, but ‘many far-
mers have great difficulty in obtaining the
small amount at present levied. Yet we might
support the proposition, provided part of the
loan was devoted to the improvement of the
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ronds ; for we are satisfied that, 1f this were
granted, for every «hilling the farmer might
pay tosuch a tax, he would be benefited o
pound by better roads, supposing of course
that the money was judiciously expended.—
We doubt, however, that the legislature will
Tesort to direct taxation for this purpose, espe-
cially as the improved plan of education to be
submitted to it contemplates an assessment of
three farthings in the pound for the support of
cducation. Anmcrease of the general revenue
by increasing the duties on imports, will proba-
bly be all that will be attempted at present to-
wards providing for public works, Yeta direct
tax on land would be a more fixed and certain
source of revenue than duties on smports, and
would thereforc be preferred by Enghsh Capi-
talists as security for a loan, and 1t is possible
that they would accept of no other, although
Heaven knows that they have accepted a thou-
sand times less security in the United States
than our revenue from Customs would give,

In all plans or calculations respecting Cana-
da, it must be rcmembered that the country
requires capital as much as labour. An idea
scems to be entertained in some quarters, that
It Canadn  be only supplicd with labour, it
wants nothing more, whercas without capital
that labour cannot be employed, nor can it sub-
sist without. If an emigrant should settle on
land without capital, he must cither be support-
cd for the first year and part of the second, or
he must have some place within reach where
he can labour for wages nearly half his time,
until his own crops are able to support him : in
cach case capital isrequired. Then, as capital
18 necessary, and Canada has it not, if she is to
have a large supply of labcusy it is necessary
that there be cither a concurrent emigration of
agricultural capitalists, or clse that public
works be carnied on extensively, foronly in one
of these ways can this large amount of labour
be employed. If the emigrant be to labour for
some years, until he can save 2 little money
with which to go on land, that labour and its
reward must be furnished by capital. Indeed
50 essential is money to the employment of la-
bour, that without it ten thousand emigrants a
year would suffice for Canada. Every plan of
extensive emigration must include a plan for
providing money to employ the emigrants, and
facihtate their settlement, orat will fail, The
Committee s plan may do, provided part of the
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fuoney to be raised by it o applicd to roads,
instead of all to emigration und public worke,
for without passable roads the emigrant, after
he may have carncd money on public works,
cannot scttlc on land without encountering dif-
ficulties which to many arc insurmountable, and
which have driven many from their settlements
after expending years of labour and considera-
ble capital thereon.

Again, the Committce say that in British
North America “Land is so cheap, that the
exercise of industry and frugality ennbles the
labourer to purchase a small estate in fee after
a short residence in these provinces, und thus
to bocome an employer of labour, so that the
demend for additional hands, instead of de
creasing with the supply, undergoes a constant
augmentation,”  This passage will mislend
those whe know not the country, for many
long yoars must clapse before the labourer who
from his earnings during a “short residence”
here purchases land, can become an “employer
of labour.” On this point we will quote the
following evidence of A. B. Hawke, Esquire,
Emigrant Agent at Toronto, given to Lord
Durham’s commission on land and emigration,
He was asked how long the indigent emigrants
remained in the condition of labourers, to which
he replied : % With the more prudentof them
it gencrally happens that in the course of two
or three years they have money enough to pay
the first instalment on a Government or Canada
Company lot, or to purchasc a small quantity
of land of some private person ; thisis the
course generally pursued by those who are not
settled in towns, or employed on public works,”
And when asked what prospect an cmigrant
labourer, who had purchased in this manner, has
of paying the remaining instalments out of the
produce of his farm, he replied : ¢ My atten-
tion has been most particularly directed to the
settlers who purchasc of Government, and it is
my opinion that very few persons of this class
succeed in paying the remaining instalments.”
And he mentions that “in 1832, 2 number of
settlers who had been sent out by the Petworth
committee were located in Adelarde and War-
wick, on 100 acres of land each, which was
valued at 10s. per acre, they were to pay the
first instalment in three years with interest ;
provisions znd implements werc furnished by
the Government, for which acknowledgements
were taken, in which they engaged to repay
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the amount before receiving the patent of their
lands ; there has not been a single instance in
which they have fulfilled their engagements
from their labour, or the produce of their land 3
there have only been two instances 1 which
any payment has becn made ; in these cases the
individuals have sold their improvements to
wealthier settlers.  In the Bathurst District o
number of indigent settlers wero located upon
frec grants of land, to whom the Government
made advances of provisions and implements,
taking acknowledgementy for the amount thus
advanced ; the whole of this sum, amounting
to nearly £30,000 currency, has been abandon-
cd by Government ; and not to dwell upon these
perhaps exceptionn! instances, I believe that in
fact a very large proportion of those who have
purchased land of Government have not pad
their instalments as they became due.,” And
the uncertainty which this occasions as to the
settlers ultimately enjoying the frit of their Ia-
bour, “has a most disheartening operation, es-
pecially in the case of the poorer settlers. As
an individual of this class finds the instalments,
with interest, accumulating upon him, he isapt
to despair of ever being able to pay for the
land, and is induced, in many instances, to
abandon his improvements, or sell them for a
trifling consideration.” Here is ample proof
that it is no easy matter to settle on land with-
out capital, and labourers cannot become em-
ployers of labour with such facility as the Com-
mittee assume.  In truth, there are strong rea-
sons against their going on land prematurely,
os many have done, tempted by the power of
obtaining land on paying one instalment,
which, says Mr. Hawke, “has the effect of
converting a number of useful labourers into
indigent and useless farmers, who from want of
capital are unable to bring their lands into cul-
tivation.” The advantage to be held out to
the emigrant labourer is, that he can live by
s labour, and, if he possess the requisite quali-
tics, may in time obtain land of his own ; but
there is nothing to be ganed by representing
this as being easy of attainment, or that when
the labourer has settled onland he will soon be
an employer of labour, for he will have many a
year of sevére toil to encounter before he will
master the difficulties that will then beset him,
and become able to employ labour cn his farm.
Mr. Buller in his report says: “I cannot rec-
ommend that any mecasures should be adopted
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to settle these cmigrants upon land of their
own, The previous habits of English labourers
aro not such us to fit them for the severe and
pawful labour to which they would thus be ex-
posed, or to give them the forethought and
prudence which such a position especially re-
quires. Habitnated to provide for the subsist-
ence of the week by the labour of the week,
they are too often found to shrink from a toil
cheered by no prospect of an immediate return ;
and having exhausted all the means furnished
for therw temporary support, to leave the land
upon which they were placed, in order to ob-
tain subsistence as labourers for hire. The
exceptions to this result are few and unimnpor-
tent, They rather confirm than nvahdate the
rule, and have been procured at a cost utterly
disproportioned to the object attamed. It is
rather to be feared, that 1n spite of any mea-
sures that can prudently be adopted, the major-
ity of the labouring emigrants will be tempted,
by the desire of becommng independent land-
holders, to scttle themselves upon farmns of
their own at too carly o period for their own
comfort and prosperity. It cuannot, however,
be the duty of Government to precipitate this
period, nor 1 any way to nterfere with the
natural and profitable order of things—that the
possession of capital, and an acquaintance with
the modes of husbandry practised in the Colo-
nies, should precede settlement.”

The cost alluded to above was great. ‘The
Peter Robinson settlers, as they are sometimes
called, cost the Government £ s per head,
reckoning man, woman, and chud. Such an
expensive plan of settlement would absorb the
revenues of a nation.

That this settling upon land 15 no hohday
task has been proved by recent instances. Last
year the Government offered free grants of 50
acres of land to all persons whe would settle on
the Garrafraxa road, leading from the township
of that name to Owen’s Sound on Lake Huron.
Above three hundred persons availed them-
selves of this offer, and took out tickets of occu-
pation.  Of this number how many do the pub-
lic snppose have actually settled on their lots ?
Just jfifty-eight, one insix of those who took
out tickets. A few others have said that they
will return to their lots in the spring : but if
they do,still abeut five-sixths of the whole num-
ber abandoned the attempt at settlement, on an
actual survey of ity difficulties, Yet the land
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is of the finest quality, part of the Saugeeng
ternitory, and the commencement of the Garra-
fraxa road is only about cight or ten miles from
a settlement in the township of Nicholl. Set-
tlement in o heavy timbered country will task
o man’s powers to the uttermost, if he has not
capital to assist him ; and many who have had
capital have expended it, and at last have been
beaten off their ground by the severe demands
upon their strength, skill, courage, and patience,
We necd not wonder then that persons without
capital are deterred from attempting the task,
and decline a free gift of 50 acres of land on
the condition of actual settlement.

Thercis another point which this Memorial
docs not touch at all, but which is of the first
importance to the Colony, and which must be
decided before its funds can be pledged to a
system of emigration ; that is, some security
must be had that the emigrants shall be of a
class adapted to benefit the colony instead of
being a burden toit. The peopleat home look
chiefly torelieving themselves from the pressure
of surplus population ; but we on this side must
look chiefly to the benefit which these emi-
grants can confer on the Colony, especially
when its funds are required to assist in distri-
buting them here. It is notorious that in for-
mer years no care has been taken in this re-
spect,and the Colony has been burdencd in-
stead of benefited by many of the emigrants
gent out here. Henry Jessopp, Esquire, Col-
lector of Customns at Quebee, in his evidence
before Liord Durham’s Commission, speaks as
follows on tins pomnt : ¢ The panshes have sent
out persons far too old to gain their livelihood
by work, and oftcn of drunken and improvident
habits, These cmigrants have neither benefited
themselves nor the country ; and this is very
natural, for, judging from the class sent out, the
object contemplated must have been the get-
ting nid of them, and not either the benefit of
themselves or the colony. An instance occur-
red very recently which illustrates this subject.,
A respectable settlerin the castern townships
Jately returned from England in a vessel, on
board of which there were 136 pauper pas-
sengers, sent out at the expense of their pa-
rishes, and out of the whole number he could
only select two that he was desirous of induc-
ing to settle in the castern townships. The
conduct of the others, both male and female,
was so bad, that he expressed his wish that
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they might proceed to the Upper Provinee, in-
stend of setthing 1 s distriet.  He alluded,
principally, to gross drunkenness and unchasti-
ty.” Before Colomel funds are pledged to

. promote emigration, we must have some safe-
guard that they chall not be employed in bring-
ing out persons who are unable to carn ther
living, or of notoriously bad character, who
would be mercly a tax on our charities, or
become inmates of our gaols and pemtentiary.

' Too many of this class will find their way ont,
1 spite of all precaution, without offering a
bounty for them.

We consider, therefore, that there arc m-
portant deficiencies in the plan proposed
tlus Memoral, which will require to be guard-
ed agamst before Colomal funds are pledged to
its details.  We recommended 1n our last that
a hmited amount of assistance should be grunt-
cd to those emigrants, who, upon exunination,
arc unable to proceed up the country, in order
to place them where their fabour is wanted, and
we doubt the propricty of domng more, or of
making a general offer of assistance to all who
may choose to claimit. There is such a pro-
bability of unposition, and that many who may
be assisted will at lust go to the Umted States,
that we apprehend more evil than good would
arise from proclantning an almost indiscrumnate
frec passage for emigrants to Cunada.

The following tabie of thc amount expended
in Upper Canada for forwarding and relieving
Emigrants, will show that as much has been
donc as could be expected, especially if we add
to this the amount given up to emigrants in
their debts for land purchased, and also consi-
derable sums expended in various townships to
facilitate settlement therein. The heavy ex-
pense of 1832 was in consequence of the
cholera.

1831 ceveavoroacsnnnsenes £ 5720

1832c0cvsenssoncccacases 18,820
1033 esceccercsscrcenses 2,686
1831 ccesccecscccsraceces 4,530
1835 eeseecacsssssccasans 4,713
1336 cececcronsorccecneas 2,720
1887 sovecreascscsscceess 2,973
1838 eovesecocessceancvane 627
1880 seeestccscvcnconnona 557
1340 ceovvcecessoacecsns 8,336

—

Total n ten years -+« » £46,712
Averaging £4,671 per annum.  Shillings and
pence are omitted.
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A motion was made in the Housc of Com-
mons on the 11th of February, by Mr, H.
Baillie, Member for Inverness-shire, for a sclect
Comunittee to enquire into the condition of the
people in the Western Highlands of Scotland,
with a view to affording them relief by emigra-
tion. The honorable Member stated that ow-
ing to the decay of the kelp manufacture, occa-
sioned by the reduction of the duties on salt,
sulphur, and banlle, which onabled the manue
facturcrs to adopt a cheap substitute for kelp,
there were 40,000 persons in a destitute condi-
tion, who ought to be removed to afford those
who remain a fair chance of gaining o subsist-
ence.  T'he removal of this number to Quebece
would cost £120,000, reckoning at £3 per head,
but the expense might be divided over a period
of three years. The consequence of the re-
duction of thosc duties was stated to be ruinous
in the extreme.  Small proprietors, and those
whose estates were burdened with family set-
tlements, were absolutely and completely ruin-
ed. One person was mentioned whose whole
estate was not sufficient to pay the settlements
which were made upon his younger brothers
during the flvarishing state of the kelp manu-
facture ; and ho was, in consequence, obliged
to give up his whole estate to them, and he wos
sent out last year, at their joint expense, 83 @
sheep farmer to Australin. 'The Committee
was granted, after the motion had been altered
s0 as to limit it to the practicability of affording
relief by emigration. The following remarks
were made by Liord John Russell on the sub-
ject, and he carefully avoids pledging the gov-
crnment to any advance of money. In fact,
without this caution the government would
haveall the poor in the kingdom thrown on
their hands, and Canada would be deluged by
the living tide.

«He should be sorry to have it supposed,
that, in not making any objection to the motion
of the Hon. gentlemen, hie assented to the force
ofhis argument. Ilc would readily admit the
extent of the distress which had, for some time,
prevailed in the localities to which the Hon.
gentleman referred, and he thought that the
House might very reasonably grant the power
to the Hon. gentleman of making out his case,
and showing whether it was so strong a onc as
he seemed to suppose. According to the view
which he (Lord J. Russell) took last year with
respect to emigration, he did not see that the
reasons urged by the Hon, gentleman made out
so strong a case, as should induce the House to
consent to so large a public grant for the pur-
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pose of sending these poor people out to Cana-
da. Neither did it appear to him to be cleaily
cstablished, that the distress was owing to the
reduction of the duties on barnlla ; but even if
that were cstablished, he doubted whether they
were called upon to provide for all cascs in
which distress was the result of an alteration
in the dutics. ‘The proper remedy for such
evils was to avoid the forination of an artificial
value,—(Hear, hear.) There was another
question also involved in the consideration,
namely, whether the IHighlanders alone were
to reccive the benent of tus grant of £1:20,000.
There were other places 1n which distress was
cqually prevalent. In the Lowlands of Scot-
land, i several parts of England, and various
districts of Ircland, distress and fanune were
peculiarly pressing and urgent.  Could Parha-
ment. propo.c, under these circumstances, to
confine to the Highlands alt the bencefit of tins
grant? To the statements of the Ion. gen-
tleman, as to the peculiar fitness of sending
these persons to Canada, 1t would be a suffi-
cient reason to deny the grant that others,
cqual distress, had been refused.  That, alune,
seemed a sufficient reason against making the
grant general ; buty with respect to making it
with a view to sending these persons out to
Canada, there were other objections which
should be taken into consideration. The ques-
tion of emigration was a very important one,
and should always be viewed inconjunction with
other circumstances. It should be ascertamed
whether, in addition to transfernng those peo-
ple to Canada, they could be placed in such a
position there as would enable them to procure
a livelihood. ‘What was to be done with the
older members of the community, for whom 1t
would be difficult to make a provision by throw-
ing them upon the public? Any attempt of
this sort should, therefore, be made in concert
with the authorities appomnted by the Crown in
Canada, as well as with the new Asscmbly
which was about to be called into existence
there.—(Hear, kear.) On any question likely
to affect the finances of the country, the opimon
of that Assembly should belooked to with great
consideration and respect. In giving assent,
then, to the motion of the Ilon’ble gentleman,
he should, for the several reasons  assigned,
question the conclusion to which the Hon'ble
gentleman had come, but, at the same time, he
should not adopt the harsh suude of refusing
his assent to the motion.”

The following Memorandum on Free Grants
of Lurd to Emigrants, by the Honorable S.
B. Harrisud, explains the reasons which have
guided the Government in making those grants.
We have already stated that only fifty-cight
persons have actually scttled on the Garrafraxa
road, Mr. Ilarrison has himself sct led enn-
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grants on lund, 6o that Jus statements are
derived frem practical experience,

Mcemorandusn on Free Grants of Land
to Lmigrants,

BY THE HON. £, DB, HARRISON.

I assume that the object in making free grants
of land iy, to create a cluss of ngniculturalists
Luving an interest un the swil, by bemng made
owners of a portivn of ity and v lse surplus
labuur, beyund what ay be nccessary for the
subsistence of theniselyes and families, may be
made advantageous to the coninunity at large.
Ina new suliicient, so fur at least as regards
agriculture mercly, the relativn of employer and
cnupluycd, and caputalist and lubourer, cannot
caist, Eapenience has furmished many lanent-
able examples in Canada of the fulure of cap-
talists to render the clearing of heavy tisbered
land, and raising grain froni ity a profitable spec-
ulation in a cunmercial point of view, whilst on
the other hand, the were labvurer has, when
industrivug, mvanably succeeded in reaching
the ubject of his awmbition, the procuretseny of
subsistence, and  the realizativn of o cunpe-
tency relatively great for him.

Tlns observation 1s confined to employment
of caputal in mmprovements of an agricultural
charzeter, and does not extend to such improve-
ments us benefit the community by the erection
of mills or burldings for manufacturing purpo-
ses. 'The first object of the scttler is toacquire
the means of subsistence. It is not until he
has done this, and Ilns neighbourhood has as-
sumed somewhat the character of an old settle-
ment, that he is sohicitous about the disposal of
his gurplus produce. ‘To bring a settlement to
such a state 1t appears to be most advantageous
to admit cettlers who are cqual, or nearly so,
in point of capital ; they assist cach other by
their mutual exertions, and their efforts are suf-
ficient to advance the settlement to the position
of having surplus produce to dispose of.—
Wilst accomplishing this object, they are satis-
fied 1if their subsistence is provided ; and when
it 1s attened, they are 1 a situation to avail
themsclves of the mncreased faciities arising
from the improvement of the country.

It may be necessary to review the course
adopted upen a scttlement in the bush,  The
land generally is thickly covered with trees, its
surfuce matted with hving roots, and its sub-
stance of an exceedingly light and porous cha-
racter. The only mede in which a crop can be
got into newly cleared forest land, thus thickly
covered with stumps and undecayed roots, is
by sowing the seed on the surface of the land,
af'ter the vegetublematter 1s destroyed by fire ;
and then ceratching 1t in the best manner pos-
sible with a very strong rough harrow. ILren
when this 1s done with the greatest care, 1t of-
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ten happens that the sced is barely covered
with soil,

With the grain crop, grass seed is sown, upon
which the settler relies, after lus crop of gran
is harvested, for hay and pasture, Until these
are obtained he hag to contend with great duffi-
cultics in supporting the yoke of oxen which
hie requires to do his work, and the cuw to af-
ford milk to his family. 1In & new settlement
hay cannot be obtained, and if 1t could it would
not be worth carringe over such bad roads as
necessanly eaist ; consequently until the set-
tler can raise it fur Inmseclf; he 1s driven to vther
expedients to support his cattle. e usuaily
relies upon the torest herbage 1n the sumines,
and upon what is called browsing in the winter;
the latter is vblained from the buds and young
twigs of hard wood trees, which he successively
cuts down in lus cleaning as may be required.—
‘The land newly cleared, having yielded its first
crop of grain, must lie 1n grass for a period of
tune long enough to allow of the roots of all
the stamps, aud the smaller stumps themselves
to decay ; for until that has taken place, 1t 1s
impussibie to work 1t with any unplement of
husbandry, cither plough orspade. T'he short-
est period that must thus necessarily be atlow-
cd to elapse, is six years, and that will be sufii-
cient only under favourable circumstances, and
where the land was altogether covered with
hard wood. Where the circumstances are un-
favourable, or a considerable portion of pine
stumps exist, a much longer period of time must
clapse before the land can be broken up 1 til-
lage for a second crop of grain.  No advantoge
would accrue from a departure from this course,
by endeavouring to expedite the preparation of
the land for a second crop. In that case the
whole work of getting rid of the roots, would
have to be performed by the axe and handspike,
at an expense altogether iuconsistent with pro-
fitable expenditure ; experience shows that the
former system is the best, for it 1s vanably
adopted.

Another material circumstance must be borne
in mind. It is cssential that on each farm a
considerable quantity of wood land should be
retained to supply firewood, building and fenc-
ing materials, and farm implements.” With re-
spect to fuel, the cold winters of Canada, im-
perfectly provided against by the badly con-
structed residences of new se.tlers, vbvivusly
require & great consumption. It is cunsidered
that 20 acres of wood land i3 not more than
enough to furnish the supplics here indicated.

Two circumstances of general application
seem therefore necessary to be considered 1n
the allotment of any portion of wild land to a
settler.  First, he must have a sufficient quan-
tity to afford employment in cleanng, for a
period not less than six years; and secondly,
beyond that quantity he must be enabled to
receive a sufficient quantity for fuel and other
essential purposes.
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With respect to the first point, an industri-
ous settler by his own exertions can by the
cmployment of about half his time, chop, log,
burn, fence, and put in crop five acres in one
season, 'The average produce will bo 15 bush-
cls peracre. This may appear a small average,
but it must berecollected that the stumps will
accupy from onc-fitth to one-third of the land
cleared ; and consequently, that the land so
occnpied will be totally unproductive. The
produce of the five acres at this average would
be 75 bushels of wheat ; but allowing for con-
tingencics, which somchow or other always
happen, it cannot be put down at more than 52
bushels. This gives the settler o weekly sub-
sistence of one bushel of wheat to maintain
himself and family during the time heis occu-
pied upon bis own land, and in working for his
neighbours, upon a principle of reciprocity
which must always exist in & new scttlement.
Supposing a settler to go at once into the bush,
this quantity of wheat would be all he could
reckon upon for his subsistence ; whatever
other produce he might obtain in the shape of
potatoes, Indian corn, or other vegetables,
could only be reckoned auxiliary to his wheat
crop, and not his main dependance.

The second year the settler would clear five
acres more. He would then have the same
crop of wheat, and in addition a crop of hay
and grass, and would now, for the first time, be
ina situation to provide adequately for his oxen
and cow. ‘These would be objects of pnmary
solicitude to him, and he would procure them
in payment for his work performed for farmers
mn the more scttled parts of the country during
harveste.

In the third year he would have the like
quantity of wheat with the produce of 10 acres
of grass, and of course witb increased facilities
for keeping stock.

The fourth, fifth, and sixth years would bo
proportionably the same.

A settler would accordingly in six years have
clearcd 80 acres of l.nd ; and then, and not
before, he would be 1n a situation to break up
the land cleared the first year, and take from it
2 gecond crop of grain. Theroots would have
become rotten, so as to allow of the passage of
a plough, and many of the smaller stumpg
would have come out of the ground. Were a
sinilar rotation over the 30 acres to be obsery-
ed by again sowing with grass seed, to allow
time for further decay, the scttler, by the time
he had gone through the whole 30 acres a se-
cond time, would possess a farm of thatextent
tolerably free from stumps.

From this reasoning, it would appear that S0
acres of tillage land, and 20 ac:es of wood land,
making together 50 acres, constitute such an
allotment as would subsist an industrious set-
tler and his family by the produce of one-half
of his lahour, leaving the other portion of his
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time available to the community, and affording
fum the means of advancing his position in
society,

The object of the Government in the plan
now in operation at the Owen’s Sound scttle-
ment, being to %ive such a quantity of land, and
no more, as will best carry into effect the ob-
Jjects m view : it would seem that in giving 50
acres, under the restrictions imposed, that plan
has been adopted which gives the greatest
amount of benefit to the settler at the least ex-
penditure of the public land.

The employment upon the proposed road, in
connevion with wae free grants, will not only
enable the sett'<r to bear up against the hard-
ships and diffirulties of lis first settlement, but
will enable hus exertions to be beneficially em-
ployed for t1¢ 1mprovement of the other lands
of the Crown,

Copy uf a Despatch from Lord Sydenham lo
Lord John Russcll.

GoverNMENT Housg,
Montreal, Jan'y. 26, 1841.

My ‘Lorp,

I have the honour to transmit to your
Lord- hip herew:th, copies of the annual Report
of the Agent for Emigrants at Qucbec, and of
a Report from the agent at Toronto, on the
subject of the Emugration to these Provinces
during the year 1340. Appended to these re-
ports ar  communications from the sub-agents,
and other doruments, containg the most de-
tailed information which 1t has been possible to
collect in regard to the numbers and deseription
of the emigrants, their conduct, the capital
which they brought out, and the places in which
they have settled,

The general result of these reports I consi-
der as highly satisfactory. The cmigration
during the past scason, as I had anticipated, has
grcatTy excecded that of the last few yearss
the cinigrants appear to have been umiversally
well conducted, and several of them are possess-
ed of considerable property. The great bulk
have settled in these provinces, and there 1s
every reason to expect that they will do well,

T avail myself also of the present opportuni-
ty to put your Lordship in possession of the
views which I have been led to form upon the
question of cmigration to these Provinces.

Very erroneous ideas appear to prevail n
England on the subject. It secms to be sup-
posed that every individual in the station of a
day Jabourer, who can succeed in reaching the
shores of North Amenca, is at once amply
provided for, and that every porson, who with
a few hundred pounds comes 0.t and purchascs
land, whether they have any previous knowl-
edge of agriculture or not, becomes at once &
wealthy farmer.
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These extravagant ideas are of course disap-

smted, and great distress and nusery have fol-
owed. It appears to me, therefore, of the first
importance that all vizivnary eapectations of
this nature should be discouraged.

Smigration to America holds out none of
these brilliant prospects of rapid aflluence ; but
at the same tune 1t is secure, under proper
managenient, {rom the risk of equally rapid
fuilure. It is no lottery, with a few exorbitant
prizes, and a large majority of blanks, but  se-
cure and certain investment in which a prudent
and reasonable man may safely embark, It
may be aflirmed, without fear of contradiction,
that no industrious wcll behaved man ever fail-
ed on this continent to mahe an casy livehhood
by his labour—that no captalist who, with o
fair share of agricultural hnowledge, or with a
disposition to profit by the experience of others,
has chosen to invest his money in the purchase
of land, has ever Lad reasun tv complamn of the
insufficiency of his return.  Almost any labor-
er with good conduct and perseverance may in
afew years become a land-hulder.  Almost
any farmer possessed of moderate capital may,
by the same means, become eventually possess-
cd of valuable landed property, and be enabled
1o place his family in a state of independence.
But these results arc not to be snatched as the
prize of a fortunate speculation, they are to be
attamned as the reward of a course of perseve-
rance, industry, and steadiness.  This picture
may appear to seme discournging, to my mind
1t 1s quite the reverse. By showing that every
man’s fortune is in his own hands, that to good
conduct success 13 certain, and that scarcely
any thing 1s left to chance, it holds out, I think,
the strongest inducements to all the betier de-
scniption of emigrarts. 1 have no fear that its
general publication will have any other than a
gaod cffect.

I shall now proceed to notice the direct
means by which emigration should be encour-
aged, and in doing so 1 :L.1l take occasion to
advert to the reports made to your Lordship by
the Colonial Land and Emigration Commis-
sioners, of the general tenor of which I have
already had the satisfacticn of expressing my
approval.

In the Reports addressed to your Lordship
on the 21st April and 5th August last, the
Commissioners enter on the question of grant-
ing assistancc from the Imperial Treasury to-
wards the passages of cmigrants, and in the
latter report they throw out considerable
doubts as to the expediency of applying in that
way any sum that mnght be granted by Parlia-
ment for emigration.  In these doubts I more
than concur. 1 have no hesttation in pronounc-
ing sucha measure inexpedrent.  The sumthat
cow.d be obtained from Parliament must, under
any circumstances, be inconsiderable, and ade-
quate, therefore, to the transport of & very few;
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its application would be attended with great
difficulty, and would Lecome the object of every
description of jobbing, and at last 1t would pro-
bably be impossible to secure 1ts appropriation
to 1ts legitimate purpose. But if not so appro-
priated it would I reality be a boon, not to the
cmigiant, but to the landlord or parish, which,
but for the grant must have borne the expense.
It would, besides, have a most injurious ecficct,
since, by raising extravagant expectations, as
to the future intentions of Government, it
would paralyze all individual exertion.

For these reasons Iam of opinion that no
attempt should be made by Parliamentary grant
to pay the passages of emigrants. The induce-
ments to panshes and landjords arc sufficiently
strong to make them undertake the burthen,
and they know better how to apply their means
thun the Government could possibly do. But
Yam no* the less of opinion that Parliament
may very fairly be expected to contribute to-
wards : ¢ expenses of emigration, and I shall
now point out the several objects to which 1
think such a contribution should be principaliy
directed.

From the weekly reports from time to time
transmitted to your Lordship, from Mr. Bu-
chanan’s present report, and more than all, from
the report of the medical superintendent at
Grosse Isle, which accompanied my despatch of
the 26th ultimo, your Lordship will perceive
the necessity of taking steps to ensure to emi-
grants more ample protection and assistance,

oth before and during their passage. This
may, to o certain extent, be accomplished by
amending the present Passengers’ Act, and
making more cffectual provision for its future
enforcement ; but other measures will like-
wise be necessary, to which I shall presently
call your attention.

You will observe, that of the emigrants who
proceced to Canada, a large proportion, even
when they embarh, are insufficiently provided
with clothes, with bedding or provisions ; that
1n many cases they have about them the seeds
of discase, arising from the destitution and
miscry in which they have been hiving previous
to cmbarkation, and that as a necessary conse-
quence great sickness and mortality occur on
the voyage, and immediately after their arrival
in Canada.

Against destitution and, to a certain extent,
discase, on the part of the poorer emigrants, it
is impossible altogether to guard ; but from the
reports to which I have referred, it is eviGent
that o great part of these cvils are caused by
the fraudulent practices on the part of passen-
ger agents, by the rapacity of the ship charter-
ers, and by misconduct of the officers during the
voyage. Ilere, then, is the first object for
which Government assistance is required ; viz.
toincrease the cfficiency of the Government
agentsat the outports, and to put down the
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system of kudnapping which is sud to be prac-
tised by travelling pussenger sgents.  If thisbe
done, and if the emigrant agents and custom-
house officers dv  their duty, scenes such as
these described by Dr. Douglas cannot recur.

I takeat for granted that the existing law
would be sufticient to pumsh the frauds prac-
tised by passenger agents ; but 1f not, a pro-
vision should be introduced 1n the Passenger
Act to meet that cate. Strict care should
likewise be taken in cvery instance where an
cmigrant vessel is detained beyond the time ap-
pomnted for her samling, to entorce the 14th
clause of the existing Act aganst the master.
The enngrant agents by making 1t thewr prac-
tice to visit the places where cmigrants are
generally lodged when waiting for their pas-
sage, and by attentisely observing the proceed-
ings of the passenger vessels at their respective
stations, might, I conceive, easily perform this
duty. I would further suggest to your Lord-
ship whether some steps mught not be taken,
cither by the Government, or in communication
with the municipal authorities «t Liverpool, to
provide accommodation for emigrants resorting
to that port to embark for America.

For the protection of the emigrant during
the passage, Mr. Buchanan has, in the Appen-
dix to his report, suggested several alterations
of the Passengers’ Act ; in which, so far as
they regard the further limitation of the number
of passengers 1n proportion to tonnage, the pro-
lubition of the sale of ardent spints, the en-
forcement of the penalties in a summary way
oefore the local magistrates, and the extension
of the Act to all vessels carrying stecrage pas-
sengers, I entirely concur,  Of the importance
of the last of these provisions the Report before
me affords full proof, it appearing that in the
case of the « " the clearest evi-
dence of misconduct on the part of the Captain
and the un-scaworthiness of the ship was of no
avail, because the number of Passengers was
less by four than that allowed by the Passen-
gers’ Act. 1 must presume that it was from
this circumstance only that the vessel was al-
lowed by the emigrant agent at Glasgow to
proceed to sen in s0 un-seaworthy @ state.

The third and four*h clauses of the Passen-
gers’ Act, if faithfully complied with, would
appear sufficiently to regulate the provisioning
of cmigrant vessels.

The fifth clause imposes on the officers of
customs the duty of seeing that the preceding
clauses are obeyed, but I regret to state that
this duty is notoriously negﬁcctcd; and] am
not aware that any censure has ever followed
that neglect, In order, however, to ensure
greater vigilance in future, I would suggest
that atall ports where an emigrant agent issta-
tioncd, the customs’ officers should be directed
not to givea clearance to any vessel coming
within the purview of the Passengers’ Act,
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without having previously received fromn the
agent a certificate that the proustons of that
Act have been comphied with, ’

1 would further propose that besides the
amount of fuod specified in the Act, crmgrunts
should be required to bring on board with them
clean bedding and suflicient clothes, and that
the master ot the vessel should be responsible
for keeping the decks clean and healthy doring
the voyage.

Bat no law will he effectual to protect the
cmigrants during the voyage, unless some per-
son clothed with suflicient authonity to enforce
1ty be placed by tier Majesty’s Governtent on
board the emigrant vessels, or at least on board
of those which carry the larger number of emi-
grante,  Once at sea, the emigrants are neces-
sanly 1n the hands of the captain.  Whatever
extortion or oppression he muy cxcrcise towards
them they have no power to resist, and from
the difticulty of enforcing the penalties when
they arrive at their destination, from the indis-
position of the emigrants to be detained to
prosecute him, and from their ignorance of their
own rights, he may be tolerably confident of
escoping with jmpunity. A government agent
on bourd, who might very properly combme in
lus person the duties of medical attendant,
would prevent these evils, and he might also
be charged with the custody of the emigrants’
own provisions, 50 as to prevent the weste
which is sud now to prevail; and be armed with
authority to enforce pursonal cleanliness among
them, 1 would earnestly request that what-
ever summay be granted by Parhament towards
emigration, 2 portion of it may be devoted to
this important cbject.

The next object towhich I would propose to
devote a portion of any DParliamentary grant,
would be to aid the funds of these Provinces in
providing relief and medical attendance for
those whoarrive destitute or insicknesson these
shores, and in assisting the able-bodied to pro-
ceed to the districts where their services may
be available.

I had expected before this time to have -
formed your Lordship of the exact amount
expended in this service during the year 1840,
but difficulties have occurred in the settlement
of some of the accounts which have made this
mnpossible. 1 trust, however, that the sum
will not much cxceed the amount placed by
vour Lordship at my disposal.

The number who have been assisted to pro-
ceed to the Upper Province will appear to your
Lordship very large, and no doubt many per-
sons oblained such assistance who were well
able to pay for their passage. Butin the height
of the season, when perbaps several thousand
emigrants arrive in the course of a few days, it
is impossible for the emigrant agent to ascer-
tain accurately the circumstances of each ndi-
vidual; and it is mostimportant that emigrants
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should not be allowed to remain unemployed in
the towns. The public works in BMontreal
once commmnenced, atforded the means of testing
the apphcations for relief of those who reached
this eity; and I trust that before next spring
some sinnlar works may be in progress in the
vicinity of Quebee.  Still much expense must
be incurred to forward the strcam of emigrants
to those places where their labour may bemaost
useful and productive, and where they may be-
come permanent settlers, Itsamount will pro-
bably be much reduced mn future years by the
competition on the St, Lawrence of the new
stcamboats, which arec now building for the
Government and the conveyance of the meils,
and by the formation of new forwarding com-
panics on the Ottawa and Ridean. Heretofore
the forwarding on those rivers and their canals
has been a monopoly, the lock at St. Anne's
Rapids being in the hands of a private company
—but before the opening of the navigation in
the spring, another lock will be completed at
the public expense,and the forwarding business
will be thus thrown open to public enterprise.
The same cause will also, I trust, putan cnd
to the inconvenience and suffering to which the
emigrants are now_exposed m their passage
from Montreal to Bytown and Kingston, and
will in so far diminish the causes of sickness
among them.

My despatch of the 14th inst., No. 214, and
the documents which accompany it, will have
fully explained to your Lordship the nature of
the arrangements which I propose to make for
setthing on wild lands, either in connexion with
some public works or otherwise, emigrants for
whom employment cannot be found. This is
another object to which I would propose to ap-
ply o portion of any grant from the Imperial
Preasury, more especially 1n localities where,
from political reasons, it may be importans to
encourage settlement, and to which in ordinary
circumstances settlers could not resert. In
Lower Canada, from the peculiarity of its ori-
ginal settlement, and from its subsequent poli-
tical history, there are many such localities,
exclusive of those great lines of communication
between Quebec and the scaboard provinces,
and between the St. Lawrence and the town-
ships, in which the expediency of encouraging
settlement requires no argument. But this is
an object which must be considered as pertain-
ing to Imperial as much as to local interests,
and there would be an evident inconvenience in
applying to the local legislature for assistance
towards it.

Lastly, T would propose to apply such agrant
towards the promotion of public works,in which
must eventually be found the great means of
employing those emigrants who are not absorb-
ed by the existing demand for lsbour. Some
of these works, such, for instance, asthe estab-
hshment of 2 communication tetween Lakes
Huron and Ontario, the improvement of the
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road between Qucbee and Fredericton, and the

. opening a water cominunication between Miss-
. iskoui Bay and the Richeliey, thus giving us a

better communication with Lake Chamnplain,
are of national importance, as being necessary
to the military defence of the country in the
event of a war. The establishwnent of one or
more harbours on the shores of Lake Ernc is
another work of the most pressing necessity,
and one which the province cannot be expected
of itself to undertake. There are others, such
as the Welland Canal, in winch the Crown al-
ready possesses a large stake, and the comple-
tion of which is no less essential 1n 2 poliucal
than a commercial point of view. I more espe-
cially advert to the Welland Canal, because 1t
is at this moment one of the most important
works in Canada. Daring the last scason the
revenue derived from it was one-third greater
than in any preceding year; and therc is every
prospect of our obtarming the passage through
it of all the western trade. Butif this Canal
were allowed to fall into decay, the Americans
would rencw their favourite project of a Canal
on their side of the niver, and would be cncour-
aged to procced in the works which they have
already commenced for the enlargement of the
Erie Canal.

The settlement of emigrants on wild lands,
taken in connexion with the exertions which
individual landowners are now prepared to make
for the same purpose, and the prosecution of
the great public works to which I have alluded,
will absorb a very considerable number of emi-

rants. The municipal bodies also which, un-

er the ordinance recently passed by the Special
Council,willatan early date be called into being
in Lower Canada, may reasonably be expected,
by undertaking public works, to create a con-
siderable demand for labourers 1n this provinee;
and I trust that thosc improvements which 1n
Upper Canada have been commenced by 1ndi-
vidal enterprise, or from provincial resources,
may to a great extent be resumed in the
spring.

There is, moreover, a spinit of renewed acti-
vity and enterprisc among the whole British
population in both provinces, which affords
ample security that no difficulty will anse n
finding employment for well conducted emi-
grants; and it will be my endeavour to turn
these fortunate ciccumstances to the best ad-
vantage. With this view I shall take all the
means inmy power, through the land agents
distributed in the different sections of the pro-
vince, and through other channels, to ascertain
the wants and capabilities of cach, the mduce-
ments which they hold out to the emigrant,and
the facilities which they may afford for his per-
manent settlement.  All the information which
i can collect on those points will be communi-
cated to the emigrant agents at Quebec *nd
Montreal, so that the emigrant on his arrival
may at once be enabled to decide to what point

311

1t will be most adiantageoss to hum to pro-
ceed.

I have already directed thnt, to prevent the
delay and expense to which purchasers ot land
have heretofore been exposed; every landagent
m the provinee should for the future be turnish-
ed by the Commmissioners of Crown Lands with
diagrams and specifications of all Crown Lands
for sale within his district.

To guard against double sales, the land ager.t
must of’ course communicuate wih the central
office betore concluding a sale; but the delay
thus caused will be comparatively ununport-
ant.

I am convinced that this alteration will be
received as a great boon by the mhabitants of
these provinces.

With a view also to facilitate the settlement
of the provinces, I further propose to invite -
dividual proprictors who may desire to sell their
lands, to send in descriptions, with all neces-
sary particulars, to the offices of the several
Crown Lands agents. Those officers will not,
however, act in any way as private agents, or
undertake to sell private lands; they will mere-
ly afford the means of informing the public of
the extent of lands to be sold in cach district,
the name of the owner, and the price demand-
cd. Proprictors taking advantage of this ar-
rangement would be required to pay a small fee
for the custody of their charts and papers, the
amount of which I shall settle with the Com-
missioners of Crown Lands.

It may be objected that such an arrangement
will, for the present at least, tend to diminish
the sales of land the property of the Crownand
to some extent this will probably be the case;
but the settlement ol the country in the most
advantageous manner is so much more import-
ant for the public interests than the present
amount of the land revenue, that I look upen
this objection as of no importance.

Your Lordship will allow me to suggest,that
cvery means should be taken to urge onintenc-
ing emigrants the necessity of arnving m ths
country as.arly as possible after the opemng
of the navigation. The season isso short,that
unless a settler is on his land by the beginning
of June, there is no chance of hisbeing able to
make any provision for his subsistence befcre
the ensuing winter; while during the wimnter
the severity of the weather precludes almost
all out-door labour, It is likewise import-
ant to the health of the emigrants that they
should arrive before the great heat of the sup-
mer commences.

1 shall take an_carly opportunity of trans-
mitting to your Lordship the answers to the
questions prepared by the Colonmial Land and
Emigration Commussioners. I have caused
them to be distributed very generally through-

out all the provinces, and some delay hes oc-
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curred in my receiving the answers; several,
liowever, huve now reached me, and as delay
cannot but be wconventent, I shall prefer send-
ing the information I have already obtained to
waiting till it shall be more perfect.

You will obscrie that in the preceding pages
1 have not referred to that part of the repurt of
the Commissioners of the 21st April last,which
relates to the ussistance of emigrants out of
funds raised in the colony. Asthe whole re-
venues of the United Province, whether ansing
trom the sale of land or any other source, are,
after certain deductions, placed by the Union
Act at the disposal of the Legislature, and as
those revenues will probably for some years be
not more than sufficient to defray the burthens
now imposed on them and to provide for the
public works which must be continued, it has
appeared to me unnecessary to enter on a sub-
ject which could lcad to no practical result.—
But I must observe, in respect to the Canada
and the British North Aincrican Companies,
that the bargain which they originally made
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with the Crown would, under proper manege-
ment, have been so advantageous that they ap-
pear to me to have no claim to auy peculiar
indulgence 1n the matter of emigration.  Inre-
spect to the North American Colonial Associ-
ation of Ircland, I can only state that their
operations have been very much kept out of
view in this country; but as far as they ere
known, I should be sorry to sce the Govern-
ment inany way connected with or countenan-
cing them. It the sharcholders were to be
alone the sufferers, it would be of little mo-
ment, but I anticipate scrious consequences
whenever the unfortunate persons who may
have made purchases of land of this company
shatl arrive to take possessionof their property,
if it has been acquired on the termsset forth
in the prospectus which has been published.

I have, &ec.
(Signed)

The Right lon.
Lord John Russell, &c.

SyYpENHAM.

THE RELATIVE COST AND ADVANTAGES OF MACADAMIZED, PLANK,
AND TIMBER ROADS.

T'ue following Report on Roads is made by
a Civil Enginecr of this Province. The sub-
Ject of our public roads is onc of paramount 1m-
portance, and we receive with great satisfac-
tion any statement or calculation founded, as
those contained in the following paper most
undoubtedly are, on sound practical knowledge.

A celebrated writer has remarked, that the
state of the cwilization of a country mey be
judged of by the condition of its roads. We
hope the estimate of the civilization of Canada
will not be made during the months of March
and April, or during those of November and
December.  Bad as our roads are proverbially,
they probably have never been worse than du-
ring the last two months. Wheel carriages
have been in many directions out of the ques-
tion, and where they have been used, they have
travelled at between one and two miles an
hour only, and then attended with a distressing
exercise of animal labour, as well as of money
in the repair of wheels and harness. Mails
have for the most part been carried on horse-

back, and have been days after their usval time,
Bridges have been swept away, at o great loss
to the country, and to the very scrious detri-
ment of farmers and men of business.

All these evils loudly demand o remedy, and
that remedy can only be found in the adoption
of an entirely new system in the menagement
of both our roads and bridges.

We look with anxiety and yet with confi-
dence, to the cstablishient of the new board of
works for remedial measures to thesereal evils.

We cannot too strongly enforce upon the
minds of the Farmers of Canada the views
expressed in the March number of the Review,
in which is pointed out,as we belicve most
truly, to how greata degrce they may, bya
proper mode of procedure, improve the roads
themselves, and obtain the two important
advantages, of good roads on which to travel,
and a profitable employment for their teams and
labour in meking them.

Farmers should never forget that the differ-
ence to them between a bad and a good road
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makes in the mere carnage from 6d. to 1s, per
bushel on wheat, from 8d. to 8d. on Lasley, and
from 2d. to 4d. on oats ; to say nothing of the
advantage of being able to choose their own
time of going to market.

Nothing can be more important to & comniu-
mty thanto reduce the cost of production—in
this consists the true policy of the agricultu-
sist.  In this is tobe found his legitimate profit,
and his surest protection. 'Whether is it best
that & furmer shall obtain high prices for his
wheat, with a defective crop and impassable
roads, or that he keeps the price moderate, and
is enabled to diminish the cost of production?
Ifit cost the farmer 1s. per bushel to carry his
wheat to market, the price must be 1s. higher,
or his profit is diminished ; if he can reduce the
cost of carrying his whea! to market to 6d., he
gets an extra sixpence for every bushel he sells,
The price of wheat is not in this country gov-
erped altogether by the cost of production ; we
have to compete with the whole world, and our
policy is evidently to keep down the price of
production by every possible means in our pow-
er. This is to be done principally in two ways,
namely, by the improvement of our agriculture
~—in other words, the increase of our crops of
grain and other produce ; and the diminution
of expense in sending it to market.

Nor does this apply to our roads alone, a
reduction in the freight of goods directly bene-
fits the Farmer. Merchants ascertain the val-
ue of agricultural produce, not onlyin England,
but all over the world ; wherever they can get
a profit, to that place they will export it. A
very large item 1n these expencesis carringe
and freight ; wherever, then, these can be re-
duced, we increase the demand, and an advance
in price is the consequence.

If; for example, it now costs 5s. per barrel to
send Canadian flour to the London market, and
from some improvement in the means of trans-
port it can be reduced to 2s. 6d., probably the
charge of 53. may amount to & prohibition, be-
cause it will leave no profit; whereas 2s. 6d.
would enable a merchant to make a profit to
that amount on his cargo ; in the one case he
would not buy, and it would be a dull market to
the farmer; in the other case the demand wauld
be brisk, and & good price, as well as ready
sale, woild be the result.

It must also be borne in mind that thc Farm-
crindirectly bears the conscquences of high
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prices.  If prowisions be dear, 1t will stop em-
gration. People come to Canada to hive cheap-
ly ; 1f thelugh price of provisions put a stop to
cnugration labour is high, because the demand
for it is great, and the high price of labour is
the Canadian Farmer's greatest curse. The
motto of all Canadians should therefore be,
improved agriculture and good roads, and other
things will follow of course.

We now present the following Report on
the comparative cost and relative advantages
of Macadanzed, Plank, and Timber Roads.

MACADAMIZED ROAD.

A Macadamized Road, with a metal bed 16
feet in width, and 10 inches in depth, will in
practice require about 330 toise of broken
stone, of 216 feet the toise, per mile,

The cost of stone necessarily varies in differ-
ent parts of the Province ; in the Western Dis-
trict, as well as in parts of others, there is
literally no stone for many miles together.

Where granite bolders are numerous, they
may be collected and delivered on the side of
the road at cight dollars the toise ; where they
have to be carried & conside-able distance the
cost will be higher in proportion ; a toise of
granite bolders weigh from cight to ten tons
according to the size of the stone.

Where limestone formations exist near the
sides of a line of road, the quarrying will cost
from 5s. to 7s. the toise, to which must be ad-
ded 5s. for throwing upon theroad. They
will, with the breaking at 18s.,furnish a supply
of stonc at five dollars the toise, which is the
lowest possible price at which stone can he
procured.

The price paid for breaking granite bolders
isfrom 80s. to 86s. the toisc; for breaking
limestone, from 15s. to 23s., according to its
hardness. An expert hand will, however, carn
at these prices large wages, from 813 to 82 per
day, an inexperienced or & lazy man will not
earn half a dollar.

The best Macadamized Roads are those
which are made of three parts of granite and
one part of limestone or sandstone.

The cost of ditching, draiming, forming the
abutments, with making the metal bed, under
ordmary circumstances 1ay be estimated at
about Four flundred Pounds the mule.
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This is, however, independent of lowering
hills, building bridges, or large culverts, or
cutting oxtensive lateral drains, the cost of
which, when necessary, must be added.

The cost of lowering hills will depend upon
their elevation, nature of the soil, whether rock
or otherwise ; the cost of bridges on the width
of the strcams, and the nature of the founda-
tion, proximity of materials, &c. Taking 20
miles together in Upper Canada, probably £200
per mile may bea fair cstimate for lowering
hills and building bridges ; this is, however, ne-
cessarily vague, and altogether dependant upon
circumstances.

A great deal of money has been wasted in
pursuing a straight line over hills, a better as
well as o cheaper road can be generally made
by skirting a hill,

It is no farther round the side of an orange
than over the top of it.

A very mistaken practice has prevailed in
Canada in the method of repairing macadawmized
roads.

It has frequently happened that before an
experienced Engineer has completed his work,
or probably when he has made amile or two
only, his services are dispensed with, and his
place accupied by some one whose services can
be obtained at 2 cheaper rate, (and not unfre-
quently by one of his foremen,) whois altoge-
ther ignorant of the first principles of road
making, and wholly destitute of experience, or
of the necessary practical or scientific knowl-
edge requisite for either making or repairing
roads.

The consequence is, that from want of pro-
per attention theroad is allowed to become
rutty, and from the unequal settlement of the
metal there are many hollow places, which if
not properly managed, or injudiciously repaired,
produce a loss of reputation to the Engincer,

ROADS,

whilst the public & stain the double mconve.
nience of having to travel on a bad road, and of
encountering the heavy expense of heaping on
a quantity of new material, wluch raise the road
too high in the middle, and rt a cost twenty
times greater than the charge of occasionaline
spection by a competent and experienced En-
gincer,

The labour of one man will keep in repair
three miles of well made and well drowned Ma-
cadamized road for the first two years after its
formation, and four miles for the two years
after that. By constantly raking the loose
stones into inequalities in the road, and by also
raking into the middle from the sides those
which have been forced up by the constant
pressure of heavy weights in the centre, scrap-
ing off the mud, opening water courses, &c.

During the fifth year the road may require
to be #lifted,” thatis (technically) picking up
with a sharp well-steeled pick-axe about two
iniches in depth of the solid metal bed, and
spreading it very evenly over the entirc surface.
Thi. will cost about 9d. per running yard.—
The lower parts of the bed having become &
solid mass, equally hard throughout, if this ope-
ration be well performed, the road will be bet-
ter than ever it has been, perfectly free from
inequalities on its surface, and will bid defiance
10 any weather or to any loads which may be
drawn upon it, without fresh materials, for at
least two years longers when, if the metal-bed
from its wear has become thin, a covering of
two inches of new material may be Jaid on.

The first mile of macadamized road made in
Upper Canada, namely, that on Yonge Street,
near Toronto, was constructed in 1832, No
repair whatever was done to it for teven years,
and then a very slight one only,—and probably
no single mile of macadamized road has been
more scverely tried.  Allowing for the natural
compression of the material, it has not now in
1841, lost two inches of its original substance,

The following is a calcnlation of the cost of an ordinary mile of road, without taking info
account lowering kills, building bridges, engincering, compensation for land, toll-gates, dec.

830 Toise of Stone delivered on the side of the rozd at £2 eeeveesse £660

BrcakingSS.O toige at 508, per toiseesececrcroccerctctancicncones
Feorming, ditching, draining, 82Ceseecerrsctersrrececccrsranaras

495
400

mmvret—

£155%
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It must be recollected that 40s. 1s the sery
lowest price at which stone can be procured in
the Upper Province, when 1t can be procured
at all; and that 30s. for breaking 1s lower than
it has generally cost.

In order to form a proper estimate of the ad-
vantages of plunk roads over macadamized, it
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should be remarked, that including lowering
lulls and bridges, the Hamilton and Yonge
Street Roads have cost nearer £3000 per mile,
—the Kingston and Napanece about £2000,~
and the Brockville and St, Francis, the cheap-
est road yet made, about £1300 per mile.

————

Thhe following is a calculation of the cost to the public of a Macadamized Road for a period of
cight years, upon the most moderate scale on which suck @ road can be constructed in any

part of Upper Cunadu west of Kingston.

At the end of thr
1st ycarillv"oot

gdyeﬂroo‘:oo XY

deear-.... seves
13

4th yeariesseeess
111

5th yearesesses..
(43

6th yeareeeseenes
&

7th year- eevvsess
&

8th year-eceecoes

Original cost of a mile as before stateds eeeose
Cost of Repairescessceesecscosensrsaccnes
One year's interest®sececeescscssossrcoses

Cost of repairsce vocececevocsccscsscocccss
One year's interesiceeecseesccssesssascass

CoSt Of Tepaire cosssesessaosccccosaececns
0ne year's intereste se seeseescssesssocsses

Cost Of TCpairsesssessssssorassescascnccs

[1SCICSte o s sossncssacsessssssccsssvacsse

Cost of repair by lifting 1760 yards at 9d-+«..

{N1LErESt. sssscrsssessscscosssccarsascosns

Cost of repairesesesecsscsesccccosssccaccs

INLOrEstee oo s essecsssasscscsocscsscssrsns

CoSt Of YEpairesssesessssecssccoscsorsases

Interestesceecceccece seecoscssscovsvocccnce

Repair by a coating of new material two inches,
requiting 66 toises of stone at £3 10+ +++.

InteresStecseccoescscccssosscosssosecsssne

The entire cost of the road to the public at the
end of eight yearsesseccsecsscsecesese

£ s d) £ 8 4.
[E RN NN X RN NN 1555 0 o
20 0 0
90 0 o0

110 0 o0
Q0 0 0
99 8 0

119 8 0
15 0 0
107 9 0

122 9 0
19 0 ©
113 9 o

128 9 O
66 0 0
121 10 ¢

187 10 O
0 0 0
182 11 0

152 11 0O
20 0 0
14111 ©

161 11 0O
231 0 O
15112 0

382 12 O
sessccesses] 2919 10 O

Under the mode of management before des-

* Fractional parts of interest are not calculated.

P

The forming of a road through a settled

cribed, it is assumed that the road will be as
good as new at the end of this period.

PLANE ROADS.
The plonk road between Toronto and Rouge
is three inches thick and sixteen feet in breadth,
laid cross ways, with longitudinal sleepers six
inches by four, of pine timber.
The timber for this road was supplied, and
the whole work done by contract, and cost the
public £600 per mile.

country where the greater number of stumps
huve been removed or have decayed, may be
estimated at about £100 per mile, but this sup.
poses tha the ditches have been tolerably well
taken up and the water carried off.

It will be safer, however, to estimate for
twenty miles together, including culverts, and
the necessary improvement to the drains, £200
per mile.

It is believed that a plank road will laat at
at the very shortest period eight years, end
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very probably ten years, so as that with prompt
and judicious repair, it will not require to bé
renewed in o shorter period.

Part of the plank road alluded to has been
laid five years, and has required no repair. In
order, however, that the statement with refer-
ence to plank roads may be fully relied on, it
has been made in every way rather to ex-
ceed the actual cost than to be below it.  The
remaining part of that road has been laid four
years. On examining the part first laid, it was
found that the wear was equal to about half an
inch only; and it may be observed that necarly
every carringe travels on the middle of the
road. Judging from the amount of tolls paid
up to January, 1840, the extent of travelling
was equal to about two-thirds of that on the
macadamized road on Yonge Street. It is,
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however, believed, that since that period the
carriage of pine cord word has so much incress-
cd as to make it nearly the same; at any rate,
the road has been exposed to as severe a test
of wear and tear as any road is likely to be for
many years to come in the Province, and far
beyond what will be the case in grneral, 1t is
confidently believed thercfore that the repair
and renewal of the road will not exceed the
following estimato:m—

At the end of five yearseeevecesvsenes £ 50

Ditto, 5iX yoarge seeescovescces 100
Ditto, SEVEN YCOrSe ssseccscnces 200
Ditto, cight yearseeesecessesss 500

£650

With the above repairs the road will be as
good as new at the end of eight years.

A calewlation of the cost of @ Plank Road at the end of eight years, reckoning repairs, interest
of money expended, §-c.

£ s d £ s d
Original cost of the timber and fixing, with
End of the 1st year forming the same £200.ccecccececccflecscccecess) 800 0 0
Interest of principal sumeecceceerececiecleersianans 48 0 O
adyecar eceee.oso|bitto do tesecsesecssessccilocscsccnnas 50 5 0
sdycaro....o....Dnto do I T L LR RN 53 8 O
4th yearess++«.. . [Ditto do B T 57 5 O
Sth yeare«e« oo« |Ditto do essesescacccesse]l 60 O O
&« Requiredrepairss eoeestoecsccesesceceanaast 59 0 o
110 0 ©
6th yearceesceses|Interestece cecceanse oseecssessnsccssssesll 70 5 0
“ Repuirsececeecscceseiscassecrcecsacceessl 100 0 0
170 § ©
7th yeareeececcsclInterestieescssecesoecsccocansseccscanssll 80 6 0
“ Repaizgeceeccrttateaecscccvecrscasescseee|l 200 0 0
280 6 0
8thygar....-.... INterest.eseoveccsvocvearecsesesveccsoseee 97 8 0
“ Repairsece s ecessersssscscscicceeasseease]| 300 0 0
397 8 0
The entire cost of a plank road to the public at! E—
theend of cight years will beeescesesaeeooneoees 001 1966 15 0

Cost of a Macadamized Road to the
Cost of & Plank Road for the same p

COMPARATIVE VIEW.

public for a period of eight yearges«+£2919 10 0
Criodecccesecceac-vesecosssncens 1966 15 0O

Saving to the publicessecseocscccsecssn

It is a¢sumed in this estimate, that both roads
areina perfect state of repair and as good ag
new at the end-of this period.

952 15 ©

TIMBER ROADS,
A model of a plank road, together with one
of timber, was submitted by the writer of this
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roport, and both strongly recommended, so long
ago 6s 1882, to Sir John Colborne, who declar-
ed it to be his intention of trying both as soon
as circumstances admitted. Nine years have
been required to bring the plank road mto no-
tice, and the timber road has never been tried
in this province, thongh it has been extensively
resorted to in Russia.

The timber road is constructed a3 follows:—

Trees of the most durable kind are felled,
and aslab cither sawed or hewed from each
side; it is then sawed down the middle the re-
verse way, which gives two half trees of uny
given length or dimensions; these with the
sawed side uppermost, form the surface of the
road.

Sleepers are laid cither horizontally or later-
ally, buried in the carth, to which the timber
forming the face of the road is to be fixed by
treenails.

These half trees which form the road may be
laid cither lengthways or crossways; iflength-
ways, the sleepers arclaid the reverse, and it is
proposed to cut e mortise in the end to allow
of a strong wedge to be driven in to force the
timbers which compose the road close together;
dowels are also to be inserted between the half
trees to prevent shaking or deflection, and thus
to form the whole into a solid and inflexible
mass.

The timber may be of pine, chesnut, elmyoak,
black ash, cedar, or red beech.

1t is believed that o road so formed will be
more durable than a plank road,—it will not
cost more in any case, and in new portions of
the country where saw-mills are few and dis-
tant, will cost much less, especially if the
sawing be done by a portable saw machine,

It is asserted that such roads from their so-
lidity will, (especially if laid longitudinally,)
diminish the force of traction of wheel car-
riages,

GENERAL REMARKS,

The foregoing calculations shew that plank
roads (or timber) may be made throughout the
Province at about half the cost to the country
of macadamized roads, even when they can be
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made for £1500 per mile, which 13 very seldom
the case,

They also shew that after taking into ac-
count the expense of keeping both in a contin-
ued state of perfect repair, that a great saving
is effected by the adoption of plank over ma-
cademized roads.

The estimate is made on a supposition that
a plank road will requite to be renewed every
cight yedrs, whereas from the present appear-
ance of the road leading to Kin ston there is
cvery rcason to believe that it will last much
longer,—and it is asserted by many that a well
made timber road will last full twelve years.

Plank roads or timber roads are far more
agrecable to travel, are less noisy, less dusty
in dry weather, and less muddy in wet weather,
than macndamized roads, causing much less
wear to the tirc of wheels, and farless injurious
to the fect of horses, whose shoes will wear
three times as long, or which indeed are scarce-
ly required. The carriages are drawn with
much less labour, and if required they offer
great facilities to the use of locomotives, when
the country shall require them.

Plank or timber roads convert to useful pur-
poses a vast quantity of timber otherwise val-
ueless.

They can be made with much greater celeri-
ty than macadomized roads, and require in their
construction only such materialsas farmers and
others have to dispose of, namely, timber, axe-
men, rough carpenters, labourers and teams,—
and can be prepared in the winter months.

Above all, from their clhicapar construction
they will admit of half the amount of the toll
which is necessary to sustan macadamized
roads, thus aiding the farmer in the cost of
tiansport, and diminishing his expenses,~—and
consequently benefiting all classes of the com-
munity.

And finally, by the diminished amount re-
quired as compared with macadamized roads,
the same sum will make substantial plank or
timber roads on all our roads, both side line and
concession roads, as will be necessary to ma-
cadamize the principal high-ways through the
Province.
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THE INDIAN NATIONS.

THE INDIAN NATIONS.

A short account of the Customs and manners of the North American Indians, particularly of

,

the Chippeway Nation.

By Kankcwaquoxany, Indian Chief.

In view of the mournful fact, that before the
white man came to this ~ountry, the red men
were far more numerous and powerful thanwhat
they arc at present, 1 have been led to enquire
what have been the causes of the rapid de-
crease in the numbers of my countrymen. I
have put the question to the Indian over whose
head many winters have passed, who during his
protracted life has scen the sun set over many
of his fellows, never again to rise and shine
upon the red man’s wigwam that he might wel-
come the rising erb of day, and who has heard
the expiring wail of a once numerous and pow-
erful tribe. In reply he has given nie the ful-
lowing picture:—

« My son, before the white man landed on
our shores, the red men of the forest were nu-
merous, powerful, wise, and happy; and atthat
time nothing but the weight of many winters
brought them down to the grave. The mother
could then rear up o large fumily. The game
1n the forest, and the fish in the waters supphied
their wants sbundantly. The Indian corn,
grew rank and toll, brought forth much; and
all had plenty to eat. The old men niade their
feasts, smoked thewr pipes, and thought upon
their munedoos {(gods); they sang and beat up-
on the tuwaegun (drum), the young men and
women danced; the powows visited the sick,
sang, and invoked their gods, applied their me-
dicines gathered from naturc’s stores, and so
drove away the grim monster death. These
were happy days of peace and plenty to our
forefathers.

#My son, whilst our fathers were in this
happy state, they cast their eyes towards the
sun-rising, and beheld a big canoe making its
appearance,which approached nearer and nearer
to the shores of America, outbraving the waves
of the mighty waters. A strange people landed,
wise as the gods, powerful as the thunder,with
faces as white as the snow. Our fathers held
out to them the hand of friendship; they then

gsked for a small piece of land, on which they
might pitch their tents. By and bye they beg-
ged for more, whi~h was given them, and in
this way they have continued ever since to ask,
or take by force, what the Indians would not
consent to give up. As the white man en-
croached, the Indian retired back to make room
for him, and thus by little and little they have
lost their hunting grounds and corn fields, be-
ing driven far from the land of comfort and
plenty. Their children began to cry for food,
their soulsfrinted for want,their clothes dropped
from their backs,the futal meacles and small-pox
came, (discases unknown betore,) and swept
away the poor Indians by hundreds, Thus
driven almest to despair, they were sometimes
compellel to take up the tomahawk against
their encroaching neighbours; but instead of
conquering this only made way for a more
general nassacre.  And then, as if discase and
the musket could not mow down the Indian
fast enough, the fire waters in the shape of a
friend stept in, and began to gnaw and eat
their very vitals, debasing their morals, lower-
ing their dignity, spreading fire-brands, confu-
sion, and death!

My son, these are the things which have been
the cause of the melting away of our forefath-
ers hke snow before & warm sun. The Great
Spinit has been angry with us for our drunk-
enness, and for our many crooked ways,"”

IDEAS OF THFEIR ORIGIN,

Far several years past I have made enquiry
from thoagedSachems of the Ojebicay*nation of
Indians, as to the ideas they and our forefathers
entertained of our origin, and all the informa-
tion I have been enabled to gain on this subject
amounts to the following. That many, many
winters ago, the Great Spirit, whom we call in

* Of which Chigpeway is s coriuption.
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Ojebway Ifeche-munedeo, or Kezha-munedoo,
made tho Indians, and placed them on ths con-
tinent. They consider that every nation speak-
ing a different language is a. scparate creation;
but that all were made by the same Supreme
Being. IHow they were created they know
not. They say that when the Great Spirit
made the different nations of the carth, e
gave them different languages, complexions,
and religions, divers customs, manners, and
modes of living, When e gave the Ojebways
their religion, He told them how they were to
act, and with this knowledge they think it
would be wrong, and give great offence to their
Creator, to forsake the old ways of their fore-
fathers.

‘The different tribes of the Ojebway nation
who now inhabit the shores of the Lakes, were
called JVahdoways,* or Hurons, whom the
Qjebways dispossessed of their country by con-
quest; after this the Nahdoways, acknowledg-
ing that they were conquered, freely gave up
their country, at the same time entenng into a
treaty with the Ojebways, and agrecing ever
after to call cach other brethren, which treaty
is still observed between the two nations.

Some tribes believe thatn great man, endued
with the spirit of the gods, by the name of Na-
nabozho, (the meaning of which is now lost,)
made the world, and the Indians in Americs,
soon after the flood; the tradition of which is
preserved by the Ojebways.

After all that can be gathered from the wise
old Indians and their traditions on ths subject,
it appears that their notions as to their ongin
are nothing but a mass of confusion; many of
their traditions are founded on dreams, which
will account for the numerous ridiculous
stories current amongst them.

Much has of late years been said and written
on the supposition of the North American In-
dians having descended from the ten lost tribes
of Israel. There are many things to favour
this opinion, and many against it. When I
read the book called «The Star in the West,”
and “Smith’s view of the Hebrews,” T was
strongly inclined to favour the theory; because
many of the customs and sacrifices of the In-
dians, resemble very much those of the Chil-

* This word is also applied to the Siz Nations of
Indians.
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dren of Isracl, such as observing days of purifi-
cation, offering the first fruits of the carth,
burnt sacrifices, and reckoning time by moons.
But on the other hand, they have no Sabbaths,
no circumcision, no altars erected, and no dis-
tinction between clean and unclean animnals.—
It would seem almo t impos:ible for the des-
cendants of the Israclites ever to have lost the
recollection of their sabbath.days, and the vite
of circumcision, both of which were so solemnly
enjoined upon them. The above-mentioned
works give an account of circumcision existing
amongst some tribes tn the west: but I have
enquired of several old Indian men whether
they had ever heard of such a practice being
observed by our forefathers previous te the
landing of Europeans on the shores of Awcrica,
and they have always expressed themseclves
quite 1gnorant on the subject.

From all 1 haveheard and read onit, I am
more inclined to favour the opinion that they
are descendants of the Asiatic Tartars, as there
appears to me, from the information I have on
the subject, a more striking similarity in fea-
tures, customs, and manners, between them
and my countrymen than toany other nation.

THEIR HEATH2N RELIGION.

The various tribes of the Ojebway nation
scattered along the shores of the great Lakes,
universally believe in the existence of onegreat
Supreme Being,whom they call Keche-munedoo,
which literally means The Great Spirit, or
Kezha-munedoo, the Benevolent or Merciful
Spirit. Believing him to abound in love and
mercy towards his creatures, they suppose him
too great to concern himself with the follies of
poor earthly beings, whose existence o 1ly lasts
as it were for a day, his chicfcare beiny that of
supplying their deily wants. AMunedoo means
a spirit, either good or bad.  In order to des.
ignate the character or rature of the spirit
they use the prefixes, as in the words above
mentioned.

They also believe in tke being of an evil
spirit, whom they call Mahje-munedoo; this
spirit they imagine possesses great power to
injure any who dare to offend him, and in order
to keep in {riendship with him, and appease his
anger, some have been known to offer sacrifi-
ces to this infernal spirit, so that he might not
bring upon them death, illucss, or bad luck in
hunting. They moreover belicve that there
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are innumerable subordinate geds, or spirits
who have particular control over the affurs of
this world; for instance, they beheve there s
one god who has the charge of the game, an-
other presides over the fish and the walcr, an-
other controls the winds and the sforms, and
another the regelable world.

These imaginary gods bucome the vbyects of
their invocations when they are su urcunstan-
ced as to require their blessing; forinstance, if
an Indian wishes for su.cess in a hunting ex-
cursion, he will direct his offering and prayer to
the god who presides over the deer, the bear, or
the beaver, (a wonderful game-keeper he must
be) that success may attend him; or ifhe in-
tends to catch many fish, or have u prosperous
voyage, he will sacrifice to the god of the wa-
ters, I have known an Indian kill 2 black dog,
and throw it into the Lake, that he might meet
with no disasters whilst on his voyage. Inthis
way the poor dark Indian 1gnorantly worships
gods that are no gods at all,

The sun, moon, and stars, are alsoadored as
gods. At the rising of the sun the old chiefs
and warriors chaunt their songs of praise to
welcome his return, and at the going down of
the same they thank him for the blessings of
the light and heat during the day.

When a visible cclipse of the sun tekes
place, the Indians are thrown into the greatest
alarm. They call it the sur’s dying, and sup-
pose that he actually dies; in order to assist in
bringing him to lifc again, they stick coals of
fire upon the points of their arrows, and shoot
them up into the air, that by them the expining
sun may be reanimated and reckindled. The
moon and stars are reverenced for the light
they give by night, enabling them to travel in
the absence of the sun. I well remember when
I was a little boy being told by our aged people
that I must never point my finger ¢o the moon,
for if I did she would consider 1t a. great insult,
and instantly bite it off

Besides the superintending gods above men-
tioned, they hold in great vencration certain
animals, which they conceive to possess super-
natural power, such as the wolf, fox, owl, toad,
and all venemous snakes; and even many of
their own brethren are highly esteemed, by
passing themselves off as poworcs or conjurers,
and thus by their cunning art impose on the cre-
duhity of these deluded people.  Any remarka-
ble or terrific places become objects of supersti-
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tious drcad and veneration, from an idea that
they are the abodes of gods; for 1nstance, curi-
ous tocks, slands, mountaing, caves, trees,falls,
&c. Whenever they approach these, 1t is
with the greatest solemnity, smoking a pipe,
and leaving a little tobacco asan offening to the
god of the hallowed spot. Falls are noted
places fur their tobacco offenings, as they think
that the gods of the falls are very fond of this
plant.

Near the Credit village, at the foot of a
pomted hill, 13 a deep hole in the water, which
13 sa1d to have been the abode of one of the
water gods, where he was frequently heard to
sing and beat his drum,  When the white peo-
ple began to frequent this place for the purpose
of taking the salmon, this munedoo took his
departure during a tremendous flood, caused
by lis power, and went down the river into
Lake Ontario. Infuct, cvery thing that strikes
the dark, untutored mind of the Indian with
awe and astonishment, becomes to him a sub-
ject of dread and adoration; no wonder then
that thunder being far beyond his comprehen-
sion, is regarded as o most powerful god, and
has given rise to many ridiculous stories. They
consider the thunder to be a god in the shape
of alarge cagle that feeds on serpents, which
it takes from under the carth, and the trunks of
hollow trees. When a thunder-bolt strikes a
tree or the ground, they fancy that the thunder
has shot his fiery arrow at aserpent,and caught
it away in the twinkling of an eye; some Indi-
ans pretend to affirm that they have seen the
serpenttaken up by the thunder into theclouds.
They believe that the thunder has its abode on
the top of a high mountain in the west, where
it lays its cggs, and hatches its young like an
cagle, and from whence 1t takes its flight into
different parts of the ecarth in search of ser-
pents.

In addition to their belief in the existence of
these general gods, each powow or conjurorand
medicine-manhas his pereonal or familiar gods,
which are of his own imagining; the method
they take to obtain these is by fasting and
watching.

The Indian youth, from the age of ten to
manhood, are encouraged by their parents and
the old people to fast, with the promise that if
do, they will entertain them 1n the evening by
the relation of one of their traditions or tales.
Inspired with the hope of gaining favour with
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some god, and looking forward to the promised
reward at the end of the day,~—they rise before
the sun, take a piece of charcoal which they
pound to powder, and with it blacken their
faces; (the females only blacken ti.~ upper part
of their faces); during their fast they abstain
from all food and drinks; towards sun-ct they
wash their faces, and then cat o little broth or
soup which has been prepared for them, and in
this way they go on for several successive days,
the longer the better, and the more munedoos
they will be likely to propitiate. Al this time
they notice every remarkable event, dreawn, or
supernatural sound, and whichever of these
makes the most impression on their minds dur-
ing their fast, becomes their personal munedoo
as long as they live, and in all emergencies and
dangers they will call upon him for assistance.
By the agency of these munedoos, they pretend
to possess the power of bewitching one another,
performing extraordinary cures, foretelling fu-
ture cvents, and vanquishing their cnemies.—
If they chance to drcam of secing a munedoo
standing on & rock in the Lake, they imagine
they have obtained the assistance ofa powerful
god. To dream of seeing an old grey-headed
man, is taken as a token of a long life; orof a
pretty woman, that they will be blest with
more wives than one. If they happen todream
of sharp-pointed instruments, or any thing that
is proof against the arrow, tomahawk, or bullet,
they fancy themsclves proof against the shot of
theirenemy. When they dream of animals or
fowls, they imagine they are invested with the
same power of self defence in danger as these
creatures possess. A poor Indian at Lake
Huron used to boast that he had obtained the

spirit of the bat!

OF THEIR TOOTAIS.

Their *belief concerning their divisions into
tribes is, that many years ago the Great Spirit
gave his red children their T'ootaims or Tribes,
in order that they might never forget that they
were all related to each other. When an In-
dian-in travelling meets with a strange band of
Indians, all he has to do is to seek for those
bearing the same emblem as his tribe, and hav-
ing made it known that he belongs to their
Tootaims, he is sure to he treated as a relative.
Formerly it was considered unlawful for parties
of thesame tribes to intermarry, but of late
years this custom 2is not observed. I have re-
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marked that when the English speak of the
different nations of Indians, they gencrally call
them T'ribes, which term is quite erroncous, as
cach nation is subdivided into a number of
tribes, or clans, called “Tootaims, bearing some
resemblance to the divisions of the twelve
tribes of Isracl mentioned 1n Scripture, and each
tribe is distinguished by ccrtain anunals or
things, as for instance, the Ojcbway nation
have the following Tootaims: the cagle, rein-
deer, otter, bear, buffalo, beever, catfish, pike,
birch-bark, white oak tree, bear's liver, §¢,—
The Mohawk nation have only three divisions,
or tribes,~the turtle, the bear, and the wolf.

The Eagle tribe is called by us.Messissaugee,
a term commonly used by the “vhite people
when speaking of the Indians residing at the
River Credit, Rice Lake, Alnwick, Mud Lake,
and Balsam Lake; but it is incorrect when it is
applicd to them as a body, for in these bands
are found remnants of almost all the tribes ex-
isting among the Ojebways; and the Eagle
Tribe or Messissaugee does not form more than
about one quarter of the whole number of In-
dians residing at the above-mentioned places.

Another common mistake iz, that the Mess-
issaugeo Indians arc different from the Ojeb-
ways, whereas they arca part of that nation,
and speak the same language.

From the great number of tribes found
amongst the different nations, many of which
arc now extinct, there is no doubt but that
they were once more numerous than they are

now.

THEIR NOTIONS OF A FUTURLE STATE.

All the Indians believe in the existence of
the soul after the death of the body; but their
ideas on this subject are very confused and ab-
surd. The little knowledge they haveis derived
from persons who have been in trances, and
travelled 1n their dreams to the unknown world
of spirits, which they believe is towards the
sun-setting. They believe that the souls of
brave warriors, good hunters, the virtuous, and
the hospitable, go there, and spend an eternity
in carnal pleasures, such as feasting, dancing,
singing, &c.; but the soul of the cowurd, the
lazy hunter, the stingy, the liar, the thief, the
adulterer, and the unmerciful, they imagine will
wander about in unknown regions of darkness,
and be exposed to the rage of wolves, bears,
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panthers, &c., who will constantly bite and tcar
their flesh, and thus torment them for ever and
ever. These are all the ideas the Indiuns have
of a future state, and they can conceive of no
greater degree of felicity us the rewurd of good
and evil.

DISEASES.

The discases most common amongst the
Aborigines of America before the landing of
Europeans,were fewin comparison to the number
of wasting discases thatare now rapudly thinning
their numbers and debititating their constitu-
tions. There is & saying among our people,
that 1n the days of our forefuthers they were
80 exempt from sickness, that as the cedar tree
which has stood the storms of many ages,shews
the first symptoms of decay by dymg at the
top branches, so the aged Indian, sinking under
the weight of many winters, betokens by s
grey hairs and furrowed checks, that life is
now declining.

The discascs most crmmon to the Indins
were consumption, pleurisy, cough, worms, and
dysentery.

The measles, small-pox, hooping-cough, and
other contagious disorders, were unknown to
the Indians before the landing of the whiteman.
But now they are subject to all these maladies,
and suffer nsuch from them, not knowing their
nature; and being inuch exposed to the storms
and winds, they take colds which increase the
virulence of the complaint, and thus hurry
thousands off the stage of hfe.

POWOWS Ok MEDICINE-MEX.

Each tribe has its medicinc-inen and women,
who are consulted and employed in all times of’
sickness. These powows are persons who
have distinguished themsclves by performng
extraordinary cures cither by the application ¢f
roots and herbs, or by incantations.

When an Indian wishes to be intiated nto
the order of a powow, in the first place he pays
a large fee to the faculty; he is then taken in-
to the woods, where he is taught the names
and virtues of the various useful plants; after
this he is instructed how to chaunt the medi-
cine-song, and how to pray, which prayer is a
vain repetition offered up to the Master of Life,
or munedoo whom the afilicted imagine they
have offendcd. The powows arc held in high
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vencration by their deluded brethren, not so
much on account of their knowledge of medi-
cimng, as of the supposed magical power they
possess, for they practice witcheraft, anaccount
of which I shall give hereafter. It is to their
interest to muke these credulous people believe
that they can at pleasure hold intercourse with
the munedoos who are ever ready to give them
the information they require.

I am acquainted with a noted medicine man
(a chicf) residing at the West, who by art and
cunning has gained the fear of all the Indians
who know him, so much so, that the other
chiefs never undertake any thing of importance
without consulting him; if he approves it is
well, if not, the object is abandoned. This
chief is quite like a patriarch among his people,
and may be considered a rich pagan Indian, as
hie possesses many horses which run wild on
the plains, and are only caught as he wishes to
scll or use them.

It is said thet he has obtnined most of his
possessions by his powowisms on the sick, and
curing those who are bewitched. The pow-
ows are generally well paid for their perform-
ances, citiier by a gun, kettle, blanket, coat, or
a gullon or two of whiskey; when the latter
article is demanded and paid, the performance
of the powow is sure to be crowned by adrunk-
en frolic, in which the doctor joins with his
compaaions for @ whole mght, singing, yelling,
and beating a drum, much to the annoyance of
the afllicted person whose sufferings are ag-
gravated and death hastened by this cruel treat-
ment.

WITCIICRAFT.

As the Pewows always unite witcheraft with
the application of their medicines, I shall now
give a short account of this curious art.

Witches and Wizards are persons supposed
to po.sess the agency of familiar spirits, from
whom they receive power to inflict discascs on
their cnemics, prevent the good luck of the
hunter, and the success of the warrior.

At their will and pleasure they are supposed
to fly invisibly from one place to another, turn
themselves into bears, wolves, foxes, owls,
bats, and snakes, which feats they pretend to
accomplish by putting on the skins of these ani-
malg at the same time crying and howling in
umtation of the creature they wish to represent.
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Several of our people have informed me that
they have seen and heard witches in the shape
of these animals, especially the bear and the
fox. They say that when a witch in the shape
of a bear is being chased, all at once she will
run round a tree or a hill, so as to be lost
sight of for a time by her pursuers, and then,
instead of seeing a bear, they behold an old
woman walking quietly along, or digging up
Yoots, looking as innocent as a lamb.

The fox witches are known by the flame of
fire which proceeds out of their mouths every
time they bark.

The way in which they are made is either
by direct communication from the familiar spirit
itself during the days of their fasting, or they
are instructed by those skilled in the art,

The method they take to bewitch those who
haye offended them is thus :—The necromancer
in the first place provides himself with a little
Wooden image, representing an Indian, and a
bow and arrow ; then setting this figure up at
a short distance before him, he will name it
after the person he wishes to injure. He then
takes the bow and arrow and shoots at the
image, and wherever the arrow strikes, at that
instant they say the person is seized with a
violent pain in the same part.

I have been informed thet formely when any
hotorious necromancer was suspected of having
bewitched any one, they were often condemned
by the cauncils of the different tribes to execu-
lion—but this was always done with great cau-
tion, lest the conjuror should get the advantage
over them, and thus betwitch the whole assem-

bly,

THEIR MEDICINES,
In describing the medicines used by the
orth American Indians, I em led to wonder
nd admire the wisdom and goodness of the
Almighty in supplying them with such an abun-
it variety of remedies, every way suitable
10r the diseases common to their country and
Climate, -
Our forests abound with medicinal plants, so
t the powow who has obtained a knowledge
Of the virtue of roots and herbs, is never at &
084 during the summer season for a supply,
When he lays up a store for winter’s use.

Y bave no doubt but our woods, plains, and
Rnrshes, could furnish 8 specific for every dis-
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ease, if the virtues of the plants were better
known ; for even with the limited knowledge
the powows possess they are enabled to per-
form wonderful cures. I have known instances
where persons who have been given over by
the English doctors were completely restored
to health by the simple administration of Indian
medicines, and many of the white people who
have great confidence in their beneficial effects
will travel many miles to place themselves un-
der the care of an Indian doctor.

Many of the healing plants are held in reli-
gious veneration, so much so, that even the
Muhshkemood or Medicine bag, is considered to
possess supernatural power to injure any who
may dare to examine its sacred contents; so
afraid are the Indians of it, that it might lie for
days and months in the wigwam without being
touched.

The powows are very careful to instil this
feeling of dread and veneration for the bag and
its contents, that they may the more easily
work upon the credulity of their subjects.

18t. The Hunter’s Medicine, This is heldin
great esteem by all hunters ; it is made of dif -
ferent sorts of roots which he takes with him
on his hunting excursion, a little of which he
puts in his gun that it may take effect the first
shot. He will also place a small portion of it
in the first deer or bear’s track he meets with,
supposing that if the animals be two or three
day’s journey off they will come in sight of it in
a short time, the charm possessing the power
to shorten the journey from two or three days
to two or three hours, To render the medi-
cine more efficient, he will frequently sing the
hunter's song, and I have known many a hun-
ter sit up all night beating his tawaegun, and
then at day-light take his gun and go in quest
of the game. This is generally done when an
Indian imagines he has displeased the God of
the game by not paying him that reverence
which secures his success in the chase. The
first animal he takes, he then devotes to the
God of the game, making a feast, and offering
part in sacrifice, by which he thinks to appease
his wrath.

2d. The Warrior's Medicine. 'This consists
of roots and herbs, and is highly esteemed by
the Indians, who never fail to take it with them
when they go out to war, believing that the
possession of this medicine renders their bodies
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mvuinerable to the bullet, the arrow, and the
spear.

“8d. Love Powder. Thisis a particular kind
of charm which they use when they wish to
obtain the object of their affections, It is made
of roots and red ochre ; with this they pant
their faces, believing it to possess a power so
irresistible as to cause the object of their desire
to love them. DBut the moment this medicine
is taken away and the charm withdrawn, the
person who before was almost frantic with
love, now hates with a perfect hatred.

MODE OF BURYTING THEIR DIAD.

As soon as an Indian dies his friends proceed
to lay him out, on the ground, putting his best
clothing on him, and wrapping the body in
skins or blankets (coffins were formerly not
known orused among them). After digging o
hole about three feet deen, they gencrally in
the course of twelve hours inter hum, with the
head towards the west. They there place by
the side of the corpse, all his former war and
hunting implements, such ashis bow and arrow,
tomahawk, gun, pipe and tobacco, kmfe, pouch,
flint and steel, medicine bag, kettle, trinkets,
and other articles which he carried with him
when going on u long journey. The grave is
then covered, and on the top of it poles or
sticks are placed lengthways to the height of
about two feet, over which birch bark or mats
form a covering to secure the body from the
rain. The relations and friends of the deceased
then sit down in a circle round the head of the
grave, when the usual offering to the dead 1s
made, consisting cither of meats, soup, or the
JSireawaters; this is handed to the people in
bowls, a certain quantity being kept back for
a burnt offering. Whilst this is preparing at
the head of the grave, the old man, or speaker
for the occasion, makes a prayer to the soul of
the deported, cnumerating  his good qualities,
imploring the blessing of the dead, that his spi-
rit may intercede for them, that they may have
plenty of game ; he also exhorts his spirit to
depart quietly from them. They believe that
the soul partakes of a portion of the feast, and
especially that which is consumed by fire. The
evening on which the burial has taken place,
when it beging to grow dark, all the men fne
off their guns through the hole left at the top
of the wigwam for the smoke to escape. As
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soon ag this firing ceases, the old women com-
mence knocking and making such a rattling as
would.frighten away any spirit that dared to
hover near.  The next thing observed is to cut
into narrow strips, like ribbon, their birch-bark,
which they fold into shapes, and hang round
inside the wigwam, so that the least puff of
wind will move them ; with such scare-crows
as these, what spirit would venture to disturb
their slumbers?

MANNER OF MOURNING FOR THE DEAD.

Immediatcly after the death of an Indisn, all
the near relatives go into mourning, by black-
cning their faces with charcoal, and putting on
the most ragged and filthy clothing they can
find, these they wear for a year, which is the
usual time for mourning for a husband or wife,
father or mother.

At the expiration of the year, the widow or
widower is allowed to marry again; should
they do this before the year expires, it is not
only considered a want of affection for the
memory of the dead, but a great insult to the
relations, who have a clain an the person du-
ring the days of their mourning. The first
few days after the death of their relative are
spent in retircment and fasting ; during the
whole of their mourning they make an offering
of o portion of their daily food to the dead,
this they do by putting a part of it n the fire,
which burns while they are eating. I have
seen them make an offering of the fire-teaters
to the departed ; they consider this is very ac-
ceptable, on account of its igmting the moment
it touches the fire. Qccasionally they visit the
grave of the dead, and there make a feast, and
an offering to the departed spirit ; tobacco is
never forgotten at these times.  All thefriends
of the dead will for & long time wear leather
strings tied round their wrists and ankles for
the purpose of reminding them of their deceased
relative.

It is a custom always observed by the widows
to tic up a bundle of clothes in the form of an
infant, frequently ornamented with  silver
brooches, this she will sleep with, and camry
about with her for twelve months as 2 memo-
rial of her departed husband.  When the days
of her mourning are ended, a feast is prepared
by some of her relatives, at which she appears
in her best dress, having for the first time for
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o twelvemonth washed herself, she looks once
more neat and clean,

FAIRIES.

The heathen Indians all believe in the exis-
tence of those imagwmary little folks called
Jairies. TheQjebways call them mamagwase-
wug, the hidden or covered beings. They be-
lieve them to possess the power of invisibility,
but that they do sometimes shew themselves ;
many of the old Indians affirm that they have
seen and talked with them, They say that
they are about two or three feet high, walk
ercct, and have the human form, but that their
faces vre covered over with short hair.  Sev-
cral places have been pointed out to me as
their resjidence before the white people became
so numerous. One is a large pond near Bur-
lington Bay, where the old Indians say they
frequently saw them in a stone canoe; and
when pursued they would paddle to o high
bank, the moment the canoe struck the bank
all would disappear, and nothing would be
heard but a distant rumbling noise. The In-
dians suppose they had their abode inside the
bank. Another tribe of faries were said for-
merly to have resided on the cast bank of the
River Credit, about a mile from the Lake,
where they often shewed themselves,

They arc reported to be particularly fond of
picces of scarlet cloth, and smart prints, and
whenever they appear toan Indian if he can
only bestow some such gandy present upon
them, however small, the giveris sure to be
rewarded cither with long life, or suceess in
hunting.

GIANTS OR WAINDEGOOS.

In my carly days, [ have often listened with
wonder and decpattention to thestories related
of the waindegoos or giants.

They ate repesented as beings tall as the
pine trees. and powerful as the Munedoos.

In their travels they pull down and turn aside
immense forests, as a man would the high grass
he passes through.

They are said to live on human flesh, and
whenever they meet an Indian they are sure to
have a good meal ; being also invulnerable to
theshot of an arrow or bullet, they are the con-
staut dread of the Indians. Persons who have
been known to cat human flesh from starvation
are also called Waindegoos after the ginnts,
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INDIAN NAMES.

The names of the Indians arc generally de-
rived from some of the following objects—the
sun, moon, stary, ¢ky, clonds, wind, lakes, rivers,
trees, animals, fowls, snakes.

As the wise and aged Indians have the best
knowledge of the ancient names of their fore-
fathers, and arc the most capable of inventing
new oncs, the office of’ giving nuines is gener-
ally deputed to them. The following are spe-
cimens of Indian names, with their literal
translations—JiVa-wuh je-gee-zhe-gwa-be, The
Sloping Sky. O-me-nwah-je-wun,—His plea-
sant flowing stream. Na-ning-ah-sc-gay—
The sparkling light or Sun. Puk-oom-lca we-
dung,—The approaching roaring Thunder..—
Sh-zhuh-wah-nuh-qua-dwa-be,~Thecloud that
rollsbeyond.  Nak-wuk-qua-yah-se-ga,—The
noon day shining sun. FWah-be-guuh-ng,—
The white feather. O-zhak-wuh-shko-gee-
zhig,—~The Dbluc sky.

The fcmale names are distinguished from the
males, by the feminine termination of quay, or
goo-quay. Any of the above names can be
rendered feminine, as for example :—JVa-ning-
ah-se-ga-quay,~—The sparkling light female.—
Nah-wuk-qua-yah-se-ga-quay,~The noon day
shining sun female.  O-zhah-weuh-shko-gee-
zhig-00-quay,—The bluc sky female.

A singular fancy prevails among the Ojeb-
ways, with respect to mentiomng their own
names. When an Indian is asked his name, he
will look at sone bystander, and request himto
answer. This reluctance arises from an im-
pression they receive when young, that if they
repeat their own names it will prevent their
growth, and they will be smals in stature, On
account of thisunwillingness to tell their names
many strangers have fancied that they cither
had none, or had forgotten them,

COURTSIIP AND MARRIAGE,

In forming merriage contracts, the most
common practice observed by the Ojebways is
for the parents of both partics to make up the
match, very often without the consent or even
knowledge of the young people. Sometimes
this sgreement is entered into when the chil~
dren are young, and it gencrally happens that
they yield to the arrangements made by their
parents, not only without any ceartship, but
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frequently before they have spoken to cuch
other. When the contract is not mude by the
parents, the Indian youth, having fixed his af-
fections on some young woman, will make his
wish known to his mother, or some particular
friend, to whose care he commits the presents
he has prepared for the occasion ; these gene-
rally consist of a fine blanket, gown, and leg-
gings for the object of his love ; and a kettle,
sack of corn, or some other article for her pa-
rents.  If these presents are received, it is at
once understood that the offer is accepted.—
Since the introduction of the fire-waters they
have found a sad substitute for the kettle, and
other uscful articles, as presents to the parents
of the bride.

There is great reserve and decency observed
by the young females, and not to maintain it
would be to lose the spotlessness of their char-
acter, and bring on themselves the reproach of
the old people. The period of their courtship
isnot generally protracted beyond afew months;
when it is terminated by the young man’s
taking his chosen companion a wedding trip.
For scveral days, wherever night overtakes
them, there they pitch the wigwam, and spend
the days in shooting or fishing, the bride steer-
ing thecanoe. When this excursion is ended,
they return with the product of the chase, which
they present to the parents of the bride, laying
it at the mother's feet ; and with them they
continue to reside, as the parents consider they
have a claim on theirindustry and support until
they have a family of their own to maintain,~—
On this account the parents arc always anxious
that their daughters should marry good hunt-
ers.  Although no public vows are made, nor
ceremonies performed, at the marriages of the
Indians, it is surprizing how seldom their mu-
tual engegements are violated, they generally
consider them as binding as those whose obli-
gations, in a Christian country, have been more
solemnly recognized.

TREATMENT OF THE WOMEN BY THE MEN.
Asis the case with all Pagan nations, the
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Indian men look upon their women as an infe-
rior race of beings, who they consider were
created only for the use of the men.  With this
iden they treat them as menialy, and impose on
them all the drudgeries of u savage life, such as
making the wiagwam, providing fucl for the fire,
planting and hoeing the Indian corn or maize,
fetching the venison and bear's meat from the
woods where the man shot 1t ; n short, all the
hard work fallsupon the women, and it may be
truly said of themn that they are the slaves of
their husbands.  In the wigwam the men occu-
Py the best places, leaving such partsas are
120st exposed to the inclemency of the weather
for the poor women ; and in regard to their
food, the women cat the coarsest parts of the
meat, or what the men leave, When travel-
ling, the men always walk on before, it would
be considered great presumption for the wife
to walk by her husband’s side, she therefore
keeps at a respectful distance. I have often
seen the husband start with nothing but his
gun or bow and arrows, and the poor wife at
some distance behind would be seen trudging
and bending under the weight of all their goods,
with a child often packed in the midst of mate-
rials for building the wigwam ; this they car-
1y about with them in oll their journeyings,
which soon mekes them decrepit. The men
have an idea that it is unmanly and disgraceful
for them to be scen doing any thing which they
consider belongs to the women's department,

Thave scarcely ever scen any thing ke so-
cial intercourse between husband and wife, and
it is remarkable that the women say very little
in the prescnce of the men.

Since the introduction of the fire-waters, the
miseries of the Indian women have been in-
creased ten-fold by the cruelties and ill-treat-
ment of their drunken husbands ;—several
instances have occurred, within my own recol-
lection, of the women dying from the injuries
they have received. Paganism and intemper-
ance cause the sorrow, degradation, and rwin of
Indian females !
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Wit an apple of discord is an clection,
setting o whole people by the ears, inflaming
their passions, giving license to their tongues
and lawlessness to their actions, as if the more
cach mean broke the law, the better he wonld be
qualified to choose & law.maker. If an utter
absence of every property that ought to dis-
tinguish men on such an occasion be the best
qualification for discharging 1ts dutics aright,
then we may look to an election for the perfect
triumph of law, reason, truth, candour, charity;
but if the highest political duty requuire an ap-
propriate exercise of the mind, then we may
regard an clection as being an occasion on
which men may discharge their spleen, gratify
their hate, or indulge their revenge, or do any
thing rather than what they profess to do.—
If 2 man were asked toselect an act that should
demand the most anxious enquiry, grave delib-
cration, and sober judgment, he would take
that act by which we choose those who shall
frame our laws, decide our quarrels, maintain
our rights, promote our interests, form our
manners, consolidate and perfect our institu-
tions, infusc through the public mind the spirit
of order, unity, intelligence, and virtue, and be
in fact what they are in name, the “collected
wisdom” of the whole people. No one could
imagine that those who are to sustain these
high functions would be chosen with less care
than men choose o pig or a parrot, the one
because he is fat, the other because he s fine,
It would be supposed that men who are to per-
form intellectual duties would be chosen by an
intellectual effort, and the higher the duty the
higher the effort. It would also be assumed
that before addressing themselves to this effort,
an accurate survey would be taken of the pub-
lic state, wants, capacities, and prospects, and
that afterwards those persons would be select-
ed who could best answer the various demands
that would be made upon their intelligence and
patriotism. Little would it be thought that an
clection was a kind of carnival, on ¢ Nl Fool's”
day, or was called to determine who had the
thickest skull, and could take the heaviest
knocks without loss of life, destroying several
lives in the trial, or that passion and prejudice

were to hold the scales, instead of calm reflec-
tion and inflexible justice.

These things, we say, might not have been
supposed ; but what are the facts of our late
clections? To detail them in full might be
taken for o libel on the community, or o bitter
satire on the elective franchise, & kind of indi-
rect proof that our people are not yet qualified
1o decide intellectually o great public question,
but are in that rude state of society in which
brutal violence usurps dominion over reason
and law. It would not be fair, however, to fix
this brand upon all the people, for a large ma-
jonity of them are strongly opposed to all vio-
lence under any pretext. The guilt without
doubt attaches to a portion of the Tory party,
connived at, if not dircetly encouraged, by some
of their leaders. This is manifest from a
carcful cxamination of all the accounts that
have been published by both sides. We shall
not go into the evidence, for the whole must be
mvestigated by the Assembly, in order to de-
termine the contested returns, seven of which
have been protested against in consequence of
violence, and in three other cases outrages re-
sulting in death took place, besides many minor
offences. It is probable also, that effectual
measures will be taken to prevent the recur-
rence of such scenesy, which are equally dis-
graceful to the country and to the party that
countenances them, as well as destructive of
all freedom of action and independence of
thought.

And besides this criminal resort to violence,
the most ridiculous falschoods were plentifully
employed. For instance : it was published
that the friends of one candidate had made a
rush into the polling room in order to destroy
the poll book, the said candidate being at the
time far in advance of the others, of which fact
the poll book was, of course, the only evidence:
so that his friends were represented as combin-
ing to destroy the only cvidence of his being at
the head of the poll! It would be just as
probable thata man would destroy the title
deeds of his estate, as that a candidate who
was far in advance would wish to destroy the
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only legal proof of that fact. None but losing
candidutes wish to destroy poll books, and
therefore the tale was on the face of it incredi-
ble, and would be instantly rejected by all who
reflected on the matter. It was probably in-
vented to deceive those who do not reflect, and
even with them the deception could be but
temporary,

Thecharge of Exceutive interference with
the freedom of the elections has been made in
some quarters, but without any facts to justify
it. The only pretence for it is, that some Gov-
ernment officers were required to support Gov-
ernment candidates, and thut the Clerk of the
Peace in the Gore District was dismissed for
voting against one.  As to the first, supposing
it to be correct, it is nothing but what has been
the regular practice for years, and what is
quite right and proper in itself ; for those who
live by the Government should support it, and
the very men who object to this now would be
the first to require it if in their power, as -
deed their party did when in office. They are
therefore objecting to their own practise, and
censuring themsclves and their party rather
then the Government. As to the dismissal of
the Clerk of the Peace for the Gore District, it
was done becausc he addressed an impertinent
letter to an officer of the Government, in which
ke not only ostentatiously paraded his oppusi-
tion to him, but presumed to read the Govern-
ment & lecture, and censure the course he was
pursuing, in becoming a candidate for the peo-
ple's suffrages.  If o man who had thus set the
Government at defiance had been allowed to
retain his office, it would have been a palpable
admission that he was the master instead of the
servant ; and as such an example was sure to
be contagious, it would have ended ina general
resolve by public servants to do as they pleased
in public matters. But the parties who pre-
tend to condemn this disiussal would have
promptly dene the same, had such an offensive
and uncelled for missive been addressed to
them. Surely there is some respeet due to an
official superior, and if there be a conscientious
dissent from his opinions, a man need not throw
that in his teeth, and vain-gloriously scck a
guarrel by obtruding his censure when his
opinion was neither acked nor expected. There
was & Quixotic display of Tory valour, and if
the chivalrous hero has suffered in the encoun-
ter, he may blame himself or his stars for his
misfortune.
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Attempts have been made to connect the
Exceutive with the riots that took placeat
some of the clections in the District of Mon-
treal, but the attempts ere utter failures, for
they cannot produce o single fact in proof of
the assertions. It is novel ground to assume,
that because a riot has occurred the Executive
is to be answerable for it.  If the facts were as
these subtle gentry represent them to be, still
there is nothing at allin them to sustamn the
charge against the Executive, and we may
suppose therefore that it was made in utter des-
peration of obtaining any real ground of com-
plaint. Somobody was doubtless greatly in
the wrong, and they may denounce the real
offenders as much es they please, but they have
produced nothing to connect them with the
Government,

Most of the clections were vigorously con-
tested, and the number of votes given on both
sides greatly exceeded the number in any pre-
vious contest. Indeecd, it may fairly be assumed
that the utmost strength of cach party was
brought out in nearly every case, and therefore
that public opirion has been fully tested on the
great question submitted to it, so for at least
as the upper part of the Province is concerned.
Every one felt the importance of the issue, and
extraordinary exertions were made by each
party to obtain o majority in the first Parlia-
ment of United Canade. It would be too
much to assert that no object or desire but the
public good formed the main spring of these
exertions. Personal and party triumph, private
attachments and local pertialitics, and a variety
of meaner motives, unquestionably had their
share in producing the result, but not more than
is commonly the case. Public good is the os-
tensible end of all, but it is sometimes reached
by many a devious road, and it is often hard to
say whether public or private reasons have had
the greatest share in giving the impulse, or
supplying spirit and power for the contest.—
It is, perhaps, vain to expect any great public
movement without an alloy of private feeling
mingling therewith.  Alloy there has been, but
without alloy coin would not pass current, or
stand the wear to which it is subjected in daily
use. We have now to let private feeling sub-
side, and fix our attention on the great public
objects which require the people’s united ener-
gies.
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The great question with respect to the elec-
tions is, what have they decided, and to what
yill thoy lead? Itis with the practical bearings
of tho whole that we have to deal,moroc thanwith
the triumph of this or that party. Mere parti-
2ang may celebrato or bowsil the rise or fall of
party, but we look at higher interests, and con-
sider chiefly the effect on the prosperity of the
whole. We cannot sink the commonwealth in
the party, or consent to treat the result of the
elections as & personal affair between opposing
candidates.

A majority of the members returned are in
favour of those principles of government which
have been avowed by His Excellency Lord Syd-
enham, and are therefore supporters of his
government. This has somotimes been com-
pendiously expressed by saying that they sup-
port the Governor General, and some captious
men have made use of that expression to repre-
sent these rembers as being mere passive sup-
porters of the Executive, without any regard
to principles or measures. Such representa-
tions are deceptive, nor could the Executive
seek support on such grounds. The principles
on which the government would be conducted
wero declared many months before the elee-
tions, and had been fully canvassed by the pec-
pie throughout the province, and the elections
determine that those principles are approved of
by 2 msjority of its inhabitants. Perhaps there
never was an election in which principles were
go fully declared and cxamined as the last.—
For twelve or eighteen months almost nothing
cise had formed the staple of conversation, pub-
lic discussion, and legislative onquiry, so that
if ever a case was decided on its menits, after o
full hearing in open court, this was. In fact,
explanation and discussion were exhausted, and
nothing remained but final oction on the case.
That action has taken place, and the result is
before us.

Confining our view first to what was Upper
Canada, the elections have made a corolete
changein the representation. Of the tory ma~
jority of the former House only four or five
were returned, and only six or seven new mem-
bers of the same stamp, so that the strength of
that party in the new House will not exceed
twelve at the farthest, and we have reason to
believe that these do not contemplate a gencral
opposition to the government, Of the remain-
ing thirty, there may b<2= three or four who are

Q

329

disposed to push their principles to an extrema
that the government cannot sanction, and they
may therefore form part of the opposition on
some questions: but of the forty-two members
there will be o settled majority in favour of the
government, Inconsequence of the protested
returns, there is some uncertainty as to what
the final stato of the representation will be from
what was Lower Canada; but it is probable
that about one half of these members will bein
opposition. There is this peculiarity in the
case, however, that the questions on which they
will oppose the government are the very ques-
tions on which the conservative section of the
House will support it, so that the settled major-
ity will be increased to a large one on these
questions. In every view of the case, and un-
der every form that party can assume, a major-
ity of the whole House will support those
principles which the government has adopted
as the rule of its administration.

These principles have been so fully stated in
previous numbers of the Review, that we need
only briefly ellude to them here. ‘The leading
points are the continued connexion of the Col-
ony with the Mother Country, or the British
constitution and British connexion, and the
administration of the government in harmony
with the people’s representatives, reserving
those things in which the ¢ honour of the crown
or the interests of the empire are deeply con-
cerned.” It was on these great principles that
the clections turned, and it is these therefore
that the people have stamped with their appro-
bation, To build up and perpetuate a British
colony, and confer on it the full benefit of the
British corstitution, so {ar as is consistent with
its remain1g o colony, is the great design of
the govermnent, and the great question decided
by the elections. There was opposition to both
parts of this design, but from different pacties,
The Lowzc Cenadian party were anxious that
the government sheuld be admivistered in har-
mony with the people’s representatives, but not
willing that their part of the province should be
made British in character; the Upper Canada
tories were desirous that the whole of Canada
should be made and continue British, but they
were not wilhing that the government should be
administered in harmony with the Assembly,
with the reservation before stated,  Thus both
principles were opposed; but the elections have
affirmed them against both parties, for both are
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acparately 1n a minority, end they differ so
widely that they caunot act together. Both
principles ore therofore safe, and they are
both cssential to the prosperity of the coun-
try.

In speaking of rendering Canmada British
throughout, we mean that its legislation shall
be British, emanating from a British majority in
the legislature; for to conduct the government
in harmony with the Assembly, it is essential
that the majority be a British majority, in order
to secure unity of character and action with the
central authority of the empire. A foreign
nationality cannot be made the ruling principle
in o British Colony. TItis possible to observe
British forms in legislution, and yet depart so
widely from their true spitit as to endanger the
supreme authority that shouldcontrol thewhole.
It is not cnough that forms arc observed, if the
spirit that inspires them be derived from a fo-
reign source, and aim at building up a foreign
character. British nationality operates of iself
as a check on every scheme that would tend to
sever Dritish connexion; whereas a foreign
nationality is not only no such check, but it
operates precisely in a contrary manner, and
tends of itsclf to sever the union, instead of to
render it perpetual. It was therefure necessary
before submitting the government to the action,
and in some degree the control, of the popular
branch of the legislature, to secure for it o
British character and action. There isno rca-
son, however, to apprehend that any legislation
will be sanctioned that docs not procced on an
enlightened regard to the truc interests of the
Lower Canadians,

The character of the province and the nature
of its government being thus determined, there
isan end to discussions on “theoretical points
of government” in the legislature, which will
henceforth be occupied 1n matters of a practical
nature, “the ameclioration of their laws, the
advancement of their commerce, and the im
provement of their country.” After a long
course of contention, the govermment has nas-
sumed the character which it will keep. It
will rule by the principles of the British consti-
tution, so far as they are applicable, and all fur-
ther cbange will be steadily resisted. The
cessation of party strife on speculative princi-
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ples of government will have a happy effect on
the province. Hitherto the legislature has
spent a large part of its time and encrgics .ip
angry discussions on “theoretical points,” Tho
real business of the country has been hastily
and imperfectly managed, or often awitted al-
together, that legislators might indulge in way-
ward speculations on first principles, straying
far and wide in endless mozes lost. So fruiv-
ful were these controversios that half a session
has been cre now consumed in them. This ex-
penditure of money, time, and strength, this
continual wrangling about disputable political
theories, will now be stopped, and the legisla-
ture will be at liberty to employ itself solely in
those practical measures of great public benefit
which the country so much requires. This we
conceive 1o be the great effect or public benefit
of the clections; they have decided these vexed
questions which disturbed the public peace, and
thereby have left the province free to pursue a
noble carcer of extensive public improvement.
It is quite possible that some individuals may
attempt to revive bygone discussions on ¢ the-
oretical points,” but they will meet no coun-
tenance in the logislature.  Their ¢ occupation
is gone,” They cannot instruct or alter, and
they will hardly be allowed to distract and delay.
The great questions that have amitated the pub-
lic mind are settled, the character of the gov-
erpment js established, speculative political
controversy is defermined, and we may look
forward with pleasure to a peaceful course of
practical reforms and gencral improvement in
all that can render a people intelligent, pros-
perous and happy.

In the list of members returned that was
published 1n the last number of the Revicw,
there were three blanks, the returns having not
been made.  For Kent, there is no return, and
there must be a new election. For Shefford,
Dr. Foster, and for Stanstead, Marcus Child,
Bsq., have been returned; but a protest hag been
entered against the return for Stanstead, on the
ground that above 100 illegal votes were polled
for Mr. Child. This 1s therefore another case
to be examined and decided by the Assembly.

The fricnds of the opposing candidate (Dr.
Colby) say they can prove that he has a majo-
rity of 50 legal votes.
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We have reserved for this place the follow-
explanation:—

In reference to the communication of our
correspondent in New Brunswick, given in our
March nuinber, we are requested to correct an
error with respect toan observation there attri-
buted 1o a gentleman of that province in con-
versation with the Governor General at Gov-
ernment House, the anonymous opposition to
Sir John Harvey’s government being there
stated tohave becn ascribed to o certain party
in that province, by whom that part of the press
which had been made the organ of its commu-
nication was said to be supported. This s
8 mistake, the observation in question having
had no reference to the source from whence
the opposition emanated,—but being confined
exclusively to its character.

The Assembly of New Brunswick on being
made acqueinted with the contemplated retire-
ment of Sir John Harvey from the government,
resolved to present him with o service of plate,
as an expression of their high esteem for his
character and admintstration, and the following
resolutions were passed accordingly :—

Resolved—That an humble address be pre-
sonted to His Excellency, praying that His
Excellency will be pleased to accept from the
Legislature of this Province, a service of Plate
on his retirement from the Government, as
commemorative of the estimation in which his
valuable services are held by the people of New
Brunswick; and further

Resolved—That such sum as will procurc a
Bill of Exchange for £1500 sterling, be voted in
supply for that purpose; and that 1t be placed
at the disposal of 2 Comtnissioner, who shall
couse to be engraved on the principal picces
of plate the following inscription :—

« Presented by the Legislature of NewBruns-
wick to Major General Sir John Harvey,
K.C.B.and K. C. H.,in token of the high
esteem in which his wisc administration of the
Government is held by all classes of Her Ma-
jesty’s subjects in this Province.”

The address was presented by the members
of both branches of the Legislature to Sir John
Harvey, who with deep feeling delivered the
following reply:—
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GENTLMMBN,~—

Cheercd and sustained by this eddress, I
shall be enabled to present myself with confi-
dence to my Sovereign, and to render such an
“qgecount of my stewardship” as may satisfy
Her Majesty's maternal heart, that Her anxious
wishes tor the happiness and progperity of Her
loyal subjects in New Brunswick iiave not been
lost sight of by me, nor Her Majesty's delegn-
ted authority abused in my hands.

With regard to the munificent testimonial
of your kind feclings towards me, I can only
say, that I am proyd and happy in receiving it,
—~—subject nevertheless to Her Majesty’s appro-
bation——as the memorial of a degree of Lefris-
lative harmony, which may have been equalled,
but which can never have been exceeded.

For myself I feel that it is unuecessary for
me to say more; I am known to you as you
are to mc,and our sentiments of mutual esteem
and good-will cannot change; but for my fami-
ly, for my children, and my children’s children,
1 take upon myself to assure you, thatmy (and
consequently their) connesion with this noble
province, which the splendid memorial now
presented to me s mtended to commemorate,
will be affectionately cherishicd n their recol-
lections, when the actors in the present scenes
shall have passed away.

Governmnent House,

March 23, 1341,

On the 26th of March the session of the New
Brunswick Legislature was closed, and we
make the following extract from the Speaker's
address on presenting the moncey bills, s~

“May 1T PLEASE Your EXCELLENCY,

«In presenting the money bills, I may be
permitied to observe, that since yonr arrival in
the province, six Sessions of the Legislature
have been held, 1n all of which the best under-
standing existed and continucs to the present
moment; the two deliberative branches have
cordially united in sustnining your Excellency’s
enlightened and hiberal adnunistration of the
Government.

«The results of this happy state of affuirsare
contentment and tranquibiy throughout the
land, extensive improvement, a rapid develope-
ment of our resources,and agreatadvancement
of general prosperity.

& The useful and unremitting labours of the
present session are not theretore particularly
distingwished, bu, like the five preceding, will
without doubt prove highly beneScial.
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« ] cannot onut this opportunity of express-
ing my decp and printul regret that your Ix-
cellency is shortly to leave our shores, and1am
sare that my feelings on this occasion are in
umson with those of the whole population of
this colony.”

His Excellency then closed the session with
the following
SPEECH:
Mr. President and Honovable
Gentlemen of the Leguslative Council,

My, Speaker, and Gentlemen
of the House of Assembly,

In releasing you from further attendance up-
on your legislative labours, it is again my
pleasing duty to renew to you, for myself and
for ny Royal Mistress, my acknowledgments
of the assiduous and satisfactory dischurge of
yeus legislative duties, and, i Her Majesty's
name to thank you for the liberality of the sup-
plies which you have granted in aid of the pub-
lic service, and more especially for the noble
provisionwhich you have made for theimprove-
ment of the great lines of communication be-
tween Halifax and Quebee, passing through
this province; thereby uncquivocally manifest-
ing your readiness to mect the wishes and
suggestions of the Imperial Government in all
that tends to bind and consolidate the connex-
jon of New Brunswick with Great Britun. By
these procecdings you have, I am well conyvin-
ced, fuithfully fulfilled the wishes of your con-
stituents, whose gratitude you have thereby
merited, while you have at the same time nobly
sustained the lofty position which New Bruns-
wick has taken among the colomes of the Bri-
tish Empire for unshaken loyalty to the Sov-
craign, and affectionate attachment to the
Mother Country. And here I ought not to
refrain from observing, that anxiously desirous
as I have ever been to conduct my administra-
tion in accordance with the “best interests™ of
the community over whiclk I was appointed to
preside, it has been with no ordinary degree of
satisfaction that I heve found that prwciple of
Government to be identical with the “wishes”
of a rational—a sound judging—and a loyal
people.

The Queen having been pleased to termnnate
my official connexion with New Brunswick, the
painful necessity is imposed upon me of bidding
you adicu, which I know you will beheve that
1 do with feelings of decp emotion—ansing as
well from grautude for the confidence which
you «0 frankly reposed 1n me fromthe first hour
of our intercourse,—~confidence which has clie-
viated and facihitated the anxious duties attach-
ing to my station, and rendered therr perform-
arce satisfactory and dehightful, and as [ will
hope, and as you have been pleased to assure
me, beneficial to the Province,~—{rom regret ut
my disseverance from a people among whom
several of the happest of my vears have been
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passed, and to whom I ghall ever feel myself’
linked in sentiments of unceasing regerd and
offection,—and lustly, from pride and satisfac-
tion at the prosperous and happy state in which
1 leaveyou.

Insmploring for the people of this noble pro-
vince the continuance of thosc blessings to
which therr many high-ninded qualities so just-
ly entitle them, I will add, that for mysolf it
will constitute one of the cluef consolations of
my remaning days, to witness, though at a dis-
tance, the rapid progress which NewBrunswick
18 destined to make in all that relates to her
prosperity and unprovement,

England alrcady looks with great interest to
the people of New Brunswick as an impregna-
ble barrier against the spread of unsound and
unconstitutional opinions on this continent i~
and I foresce, that in the course of events, that
feeling will be elevated into onc of just pride
in the possession of so noble a bulwark of her
glorious institutions.

1 have yet one more observation to make,
and if that observation should be deemed su-
perfluous, I trust to your candour to impute it
to its {ruc motive,—an anxious desire to per-
petuate to you, as far as my adviee or influence
may be permitted to extend, the blessings
which must ever attend the harmonious work-
ing of the machinery of which Legislation and
Governiment are composed. Permit me then
to impress upon you the advantage to the pub-
lic interests which must result from accord-
ing to the distingmished wdividuel who may be
telected by the Sovereign to represent Her
Majesty in this province, the same degree of
confidence which you were pleased to repose in
mey and to which, I repeat, I mamly impute,
under the blessing of Divine Providence, what-
ever of success may have attended my cfforts
to be useful.

It is stated that Major General Sir Jeremiah
Dickson, X. C. B, has been appointed to com-
mand the troops 1n Nova Scotiaand NewBruns-
wick.

On he 12th of March, Mr. Labouchere,Pre-
sident of the Board of Trade, introduced reso-
lutions into the House of Commons to effeet
imporiant reductions in the tardf of daties in
Bntish North America and the West India
Islands. The following specch explaing the
proposed alterations.

COLONIAL DUTIES,

Alr. Labouchere brought forward the subject
of the Tmpenal Duties leviable in the colonies,
with a view to their modification. He began
by referring to the old system, which confined
the trade of the colonies to the mother country;
cien Ireland being considered as a dependen-
dency of Great Bntain. This system was
mamntuncd 1 all s ngour until the yoar 17803
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when, at the termination of the American war,
it becamo necessary to concilinte the discontent
of Ireland, and that country wad then allowed
to export to the colonies. In 1822, Mr. Rob-
inson (now Liord Ripon) was President of the
Board of Trade, and he introduced a system of
regulating or protecting duties in lieu of the
prohibitory system. Some of the dutics es-
tablished by Mr. Robinson still remain in force.
In 1825, Mr. Huskisson passed an Act, which,
with few exceptions, 1s still the law regulating
colonial trade.  He further relaxed the naviga-
tion laws, cstablished bonding warehouses in
the colonies, and removed the prohibitory duties
which Mr. Robinson had suffered to remamn.—
All these measures of enlargement were met
by determined opposttion sn the Iouse of Com-
mons, and by forebodings of the deplorable ef-
fects likely to result from free trade opinons,
pranounced to be impracticable. Every step,
however, had been attended with the most per-
fect success; o great encouragement to proceed
in the same course. Mr. Huslkusson proposed
that there should be direct open trade between
the colonies and foreign countries; but he did
not 8o enact in his bill; he only guve the Crown
power to adopt the open trade whenever foreign
countries were willing to concede reciprocal
advantages by treaty. Dluny foreign countries
had availed themselves of the act; but others,
as Spain, Portugal, and Naples, had been una-
ble to offer the advantages which it required.
France had only permitteda very restricted use
of the act. By the difficulties which Mr. Hus-
kisson had had to encounter, he was deterred
from carrying out s hberal principles to an
adequate extent; and several of the duties pro-
posed by his bill were in effect prohibitory,
though no longer so in name. Besides, since
1825, very important changes had occurred in
the trade, and in the social, political, and finan-
cial condition of the West Indian and Brtish
North Amernican Colonies.  Hitherto it had
been the policy of the House of Commons to
prevent the imposition by the Colonies of any
duties on British manufactures; but many colo-
nial duties had now become unproductive or in-
tolerable. The poll-tax of the West Indies,
for example, which was a species of property
tax under the system of slavery, was totally
inapplicable to the existing state of society.—
And emancipation had brought new expenses
on the Colonies, to provide for the imnugration
needed to supply the labour withdrawn under
freedom, and for the correctional, ecclesiastical
and educational establishments required by the
new state of things. In Jamaica alone, the ad-
ditional expenses for such purposes in the year
1889-40, amounted to no less than £183,000.
Those colonies, therefore, had both right and
reason to call for relief. ‘The House had re-
cently, at his request, rendered a piece of jus-
tice to the East Indies, and he now called upon
1t to do a similar act for the West. And the
policy of enabling the Canadian to rcceive his
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goods from all parts of the world, upon pay-
ment of the lightest duty, while looking across
the border he should sce the American burdened
with heavy taxes, was obvious,

Mr. Labouchere in the courso of his obser~
vations said, wita respect to Canada he was
sure that there was no one that did not feel,
that it was at the presont moment peculiarly
necessary, to apply themselves without delay
to the consideration of what there was of jus-
tice in their complaint of the onercvs burdens
and restrictions placed upon their teade. An
address had lately been submitted to his noble
friend, Lord Sydenham, by the last Assembly
that had satin Upper Cannda, asking that they
might be left alinost to themsclves to deal with
those questions, liable to have their laws disal~
lowed by either House of Parliament, but not
to be subject to laws passed in that House.—
Although he did not think it advisable to com-
ply with this request of the Assembly, yet they
ought to consider what changes the Colony re-
quired, and to comply with them so far as was
consistent with the general [nterest of other
parts of the Empire.—~¢Z.ar, hear.) The true
principle was, that they should place the Colo-
nial Legssloture under as little restrictions as
possible.—fChecrs.) The Home Government
and the House should tell them what they ab-
solutely required by way of general regula-
tiong, rendering them as little oncrous a8 pos-
sible, and then permitting the Colonial Legis-
latures to make such other regulations con-
sistently with these as they might think best
1 themeelves, and which they weresure to do
mfimtely better for themselves than others
could do for them.—(Cheers.) There was no
caurse that was more calculated to stresgthen
the ties between the Colonses and the Mother
country, than by placing our Colonies in an
enviable position with respect to forcign trade
ond commerce, He would be glad, indeed, if
the Canadian, looking across the border, should
sec that whilst the American was burdened and
taxed with heavy duties, the Canadian was
himself able to receive his goodls from ail parts
of the world, upon the payment of the lightest
duty. By lcaving them, thereforc, cheaply
taxed, with the power of carsving on a free
trade to all parts of the world, the House woald
not only be adopting the best means of advanc-
ing the prosperity of the Colonies, but would
also eminently contribute towards the union
between them and this country.,—(Cheers. J
The main principle upon which, he would con-
fess, he was anxious that the proposals which
he had made, should meet with favourable con-
sideration and adoption at the hends of the
House, was, that he believed that they would
be advantageous 1o the colones themselves.—
He always considered that the privileges which
that House enjoyed, and which it was necessary
that they should sustain, of Tegulating thetrade
of our Colonies, was one which they should ex-
ercise with the greatest sclf-examination and
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liberality, and with & spirit of the most com-
plete justice end impartiality.—(Hear, hear.}
They were sent out, no doubt, to represent the
interests of their constituents, but they had
still-higher and nobler functions to fulfil. They
had te legislate for a great empire, whose in-
terests were deeply affected by the trade regu-
lations which they had laid down, and it was
important that the empire should know the
spirit in which they legislated for it ; that it
was not by a feeling of narrow jealousy, watch-
ing only the peculiar interests of those whom
they:represented that they were actuated, but
that they were led by a wide and comprehen-
sive desire to do good, above all for the benefit
of the parties concerned.—(Hear, hear.) He
could not forget that it was by a perseverance
in a system of monopoly and exclusion that
other great colonial empires had fallen. A
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great colonial empire was indeed glorious, but
1t was at least uncertain, and the only way i
which colonial possessions were to be kept to-
gether, was by acting towards them all in 8
spirit of equal and impartial justice, treating
them all with impartial kindness, not allowing
any favourite in the family,—(Hear, hear.)—
and considering their greatness to be our great
ness, and their prosperity and happiness ouf
prosperity and happiness.—(Hear, hear.)=
There were three classes of articles, each com~
prising a great number of goods, bearing duty
in the West Ind'es and North America, to the
amount of 80, 20, and 15 per cent. respectively-
These duties Mr. Labouchere proposed 10
equalize, fixing them at 10 per cent, 'The fol-
lowing table of the chief articles subject t0
these duties is given—

Present ad valorem duties
Jor every £100 of value.

ARTICLES.

Clocks, watches, leather, and linen manufac-
tures, musical instruments, wires of all kinds,
and books, papers, and silks, &c.esecoeccss

Glass and cotton manufactures, soap, refined
sugar-candy, and manufactured tobacco, &ec.

Goods, wares, and merchandize, not otherwise
charged with duty, and not declared free of
duty by the 3rd and 4th Wil. 1V,c. 59 ....

A fourth and very numerous class, upon
which the duty was 7} per cent. he should leave
untouched. The duties thus imposed or retain-
ed would be in addition to any internal duties
imposed by the colonies themselves. But the
most important class of duties in the West
Indies was that of special duties : those upon

Proposed ad valorem dutie!
Jor every £100 of the valué:

£10 )
Together with any duty levied

£50 at the same time upon similaf
£20 articles, the produce of or im-
ported from the United King-
dom, or other British posses
£15 sions.

wheat flour, salt beef and pork, shingles, oakt
staves and lumber, varied from 20 to 40 per
cent, He should reduce all these considerablys
substituting another scale equivalent to dutie®
of 12 or 15 per cent., according to the followiPg
schedule.

Present specific duties, Proposed specific duties

ARTICLES.

Wheat ffour (except into Canada, which is

free), the barrelvecessesccrciacnniicnans
Beef and Pork, salted, the cwteeeeeeeracena,
Shingles the 1,000, of 12 incheseeccvassanes
above 12 inCheesscesconas

Oak Staves and headings the 1,000 3 {}‘;’g o
Wood hoops the 1,000¢¢e.0uc...,

Pitch pine and other lumber (1 in, thick) the
1’000 feeteoeoccorteotetrvinnresncannes

Naw prohibited, but the prohibition where-
on is to ceasse :
Fish, dry or salted, the cwtessseecian.,,,,e
~—-pickled, the batrelssscecsriiiie,.,,.

£ o d. £ s d

0o 5 0 0 2 0

012 0 0 4 0

0 7 0

014 0 3 6

015 0

012 6 070

0 5 8 6

1 1 0 010 6
B0 00008 0Py trbdon o 0 2 6
seasisasessenneanne 0 5 0
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Together with tho amount of duty Joviedat the
esma:tios apon any wimilar articles, the pro-
«nve-of and imported from the United Kingdom
and other British possessions. Connected as
our fisheries were with our own prosperity, if
any protecting duty was justtfiable, 1t would be
one on foreign fish ; wn removing the prohibi-
tion on the mmportation of foreign fish into the
West Indics, therefore, he should impose u duty
of not less than 25 per cent.  Tea, the mmpor-
tation of which was prohibited in the West
Indies and Briush North America, except direct
from England, would be adimtted on payment
of o duty equal to one-tenth of the duties im-
posed in the colony nto which it was imported.
‘Thig would prevent the smuggling which the
present system created in Canada, Owing to
a blunder, he believed, in anact of Patliament,
W est India rum pud 6d. a gallon higher duty
than that brought from the East Indies: Mr.
Labouchere was {or equalizing the dunes on
Past India rum in all places. And he should
allow the Channet Islands, which could at pres-
ent export their produce to this ceuntry free of
duty, to take it on the same terms to the Colo-
nies, where it was prolbited.  Mr, Labouchere
believed that no interest would suffer by the
change proposed. Those connccted with the
provigion-trade 1n the South of Ireland, had
made abundance of representations to the effect
that they should be injured ; but great altera-
tions had taken place in the cordition of that
trade since the regulations now in force had
been established ; formerly the stock-grower of
the South of Ireland could only dispose of 1t in
the shape of salt meat ; but since the mncreased
(acility of steam communication, he could dis-
pose of his live stock in South Wales, and even
in London, Pork, which used to be sold at 25s.
the hundred-weight, had nsen to 30s. and 353, ;
and beef had risen {rom 10s. to 15s. It would
therefore be a hardship still to confine the West
India consumer to that market. Nor did Mr,
Labouchere think that the interest of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick would suffer ; they
would not suffer from the competition of the
United States, because so far from the wood
goods of the States having any superionty
over those of New Brunswick and Nova Sco-
tia, the United States were the best market for
the produce of those Colontes 5 and 1t would be
of great advantage to the West Indian to be
able to avoid the additional expense causcd by
lus having to procure his wood through the
United States.

The sentiments expressed by Mr. Labouchere
in the preceding speech will be received with
great pleasure in these Colonies, and the pro-
posed changes in the duties will be on *he whole
advantageous to their interests. The duty on
tea will be too high to prevent smuggling, in
fact the duty at present levied on tea imported
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from England is that, considering that tea 13
imported into the United States free. The
whole duty in Canada inust not cxceed 3d. per
pound if smuggling 1s to be stopped ; indeed at
that duty it would almost payto smuggle tes
from the Umted States, where they pay none.
At 4d. per [b. the duty on a box of tea would
amount to from 15s. to 27s. 6d., according to
it quantity, und would thercfore pay the smug-
gler. It will be impossiblo to muintnin higher
duty on tea in Canada while the United States
ynport it free, than 3d. per ib.

The West India Islands will receive their
supplices of {our, and probably of pork and beef;
from the Urited States under the proposed
taniff, but the North American Provinces will
still supply them with lumber and fish. Altho'
past of the West Indie trade will be diverted.
yet we think that the other advantages of the
new scale of duties will far more than compen-
sate for that difference.

A deputation from the Montreal Board of
Trade waited on His Excellency the Governor
General, with Memorials and Petitions from
Montreal, Quebec, and Bytown on the subject
of o rumoured alteration of the Timber Duties
mn England, to which His Excellency wes
pleased to make the following seply :—

Governme~nt House,
g Montreal, 21st April, 1841.

S,

I am commanded by the Governor Gen-
eral to acknowledge the receipt of 2 Memorial
from the Board of Trade of Quebec, which you
have transmtted, upon the subject of the tim-
ber duties levied in the United Kingdom ; and
s Excellency further directs me to take this
opportunity of formally acknowledging two
Memonals upon the same subject—one from
the Board of Trade of this City, and the other
from Bytown, which have been presented to
him at nterviews at which you were present.

No official intelligence has been recetved by
the Governar General of an intention to pro-
pose to Parhament & change in the Duties af-
tfecting Timber, but 1t 18 not unlikely that the
information communicated to the Memarialists
18 correct, as from the state in which t' e ques-
tion has been for some years, it 15 likely to
attract public attention.

His Excellency will not fail, however, to re-
present to Her Mejesty’s Government, the
feehngs with which the subject is viewed by
the bemonalsts, and he will be prepared to
express lus opinion that in any alterations which
Parhiament may determine upon, due consider-
ation should be given to the existing intorests,
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and fair notice affurded, su as to diminish, as
much as possible, any loss to individuals en-
aed in the trade.
1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient, humble servant,
T. W. C. Murnocu,
Chief Secretary.

The Honorable PETER M‘GiLy, i

It is therefore probable that if the differen-
tial duties in favour of tuwber from the British
Colonies be reduced, full information and time
will be afforded to all concerned, so as not to
prejudice existing engagements.

The United States were enshrouded in glooin
by the unexpected death of President Harnson,
on the 4th of April, aftera shortillness, having
held the Presidency only one month.  An uni-
versal tribute of respect was paid to his memo-
1y, on the day of his interinent, by all partics
in the States. Mr. Tyler, the Vice President,
assumed the Presidency, under the provisions
of the Constitution.

Nothing definite has yet transpired respect-
ing Mr. McLeod. It is probable that the
death of the President would delay the nego-
tiatio.~ in some degree. Mr. McLeod’s case
has been introduced into the Legislature of
New York, and sundry speeches made thereon,
but no decision had yet been made, Mr. Hoffi
man vindicated Mr. McLeud, and mved an
amendment to bring in a bill, «to enter a nolle
prosequi on the indictment, and to grant Mr,
McLeod a safe cunduct to hus Sovereign.”

His Excellency Loré Sydenham had an at-
tack of illness during the past month, but has
recoverad. T. W. C. Murdoch, Esq., Chief
Secrefery was appointed Deputy Governor, so
far . . lated to signing warrants for money,
marrisge licenses, &c.

The Quebec Official Gazette, of the 22nd
April, contains o Proclamation estachshing
Municipal Districts in what was Lower Canada,
according to the provisions of an Ordinance of
the Cnvernor and Special Council. These
consist of twenty-two, and are called the Dis-
tricts of Quebec, Portneuf, Sagueunay, Rimous-
ki, Kamouraska, Saint Thomas, Dorchester,
Chaudiere, Nicolet, Sherbrooke, Missisquoi,
Richelicn, Saint Hyacinthe, Seint Johns, Benu-
harnois, Montreal, Sydenham, Lake of Two
Mountains, Terrebonne, Leinster, Berthier, and
Threo Rivers.

MONTHLY SUMMARY. . ,

The Provincial Parhiament 13 summoned for
the Despatch of Business, by the following
Proclamation. ’

PROVINCE OF §

CANADA. SYDENHAM.

VICTORIA, by the Grace of GOD, of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain ard
‘IFr‘qu’r:d, QUEEN, Defender of the

aith,

To our well beloved and feithfu), tho Legislative
Councillors of the Provinco of Canade, and the
Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, elected to
servo in tho Legislative Assembly of our said
Province, summoned and called toe meeting of
the Provincial Parliament of our said Province,
at our TOWN OF KINGSTON, on the cighth
day of thog)rcscnt month of April, to have been
commenced and lield, and s every of You,—

GREETING ¢

'WHEREAS for divers urgent and arduous af-
fairs, Us, the state and defence of our said
Province concerning, We did summon and command
sou on theday and at the place aforesaid to be
present, to treat, consent, and conclude upon those
things, which, in our said Provincial Parliament,
should then and there be proposed and deliberated
upon: We, for divers causes and considerations Us
to this especially moving, have thought fit to prorogue
our saud Yrovancial Parhiament unul the TWENTY-
SIXTH day of MAY next, so that You nor any of
You on the said Eighth day of the present month of
Apni, at our said Town to appear. shall in no wiscbo
held or constraired; for We do will that You and
cach of You, bo asto Usin this matter ontirely ex-
onverated ; commanding and by these presents firmly
enjoining You and every of You, and all others in this
behalf intercsted—thaton the said TW ENTY-SIXTH
day of MAY next, at our TOWNSHIP OF KINGS-
TON, per-onally You be and appear for tho DES-
PATCH OF BUSINESS, to treat, do, act and con-
clude upun those things which in our said Provincial
Parliament by the Common Council of our said
Prorince may by tho favour of GOD bo ordained.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, wo have caused
these our Letters to be made Patent, and the Great
Secal of our said Pruvince of Canada to bo hereunto
affixed.

Witness our Right trusty and well beloved the
Right Honourable CHARLES, BARON
SYDENHAM, of Sydenbam, in tho County
of Kent, and Toronto in Canada, onc of our
most Honourable Privy Council, Governor
General of British North America and
Captain General and Governor in Chief in
nng over our Provinces of Canads, Nova
Scotin, Now Brunswick, and thoe Island of
Prince Edward, and Vice Admiral of the
same.

At our Government House, in our City of Mon-
treal, in our said Province of Cansda, the
SIXTH day of APRIL, inthe year of our
Lord Ono Thousend Eight Huondred aod
?{ ony-Ore, and in the Fourth year of cw

cir~

THOMAS AMIOT,
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery.

S
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