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All need the precious Sabbath;
God knows man’s nature best. 

He says six days for labor,
The Seventh Day for rest.
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TREASURER’S REPORT.
Kingston Sabbath Reformation Society in account with George 8. Fenwick.
£«• ~ Ï87Ï "

March 16—To Cash Dr. Mair, postage 
and telegram accounts 

To balance....................

Treas’r.
1874. Cr.

2 06H 28

fl $28 83 $28 83
March 16—By balance on hand $0 28

l
GEORGE S. FENWICK, Treasurer. 

Signed. JAMES LINTON, fA”dltore.
Audited and found correct.
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CONSTITUTION.
OF THIS

Ittnflston Sbatrtwtn Reformation Society.
AS AMENDED AT ANNUAL MEETING, 20th JANUARY, 1869.

|
V

;
I. —The name of this Association shall be “The Kingston Sabbath Reformation 

Society.”
II. —The object shall be to employ every legitimate instrumentality for pro

moting the sanctification of the Sabbath.
III. —The Society shall consist of persons who “remember the Sabbath day to 

keep it holy,” and by money contributions or otherwise aid in preventing its 
public desecration.

IV. —The oversight of the affairs of this Association shall be intrusted to a 
Board consisting of President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer and Secretary, with a 
Committee, with power to add to their numbers.

V. —That all Ministers of the Gospel who approve of the objects of the Society 
be ex-officio members of the Committee.

VI. —Meetings for the transaction of business shall be called by the Secretary, 
as occasion may require.

VII. —That an Annual Meeting shall be held, when a Report of the proceedings 
of the Society shall be submittee to a new Board of Management.

VIII. —That the following be a general outline of the duties of the said Board :
1. To collect information as to the different ways in which the Sabbath is de

secrated, and the means which have been successfully made use of in other places 
for securing its better observance.

2. Respectfully to solicit ministers of all evangelical denominations to bring 
the important subject directly under the notice of those committed to their spirit
ual oversight, and likewise Superintendents of Sabbath Schools amongst those 
over whom their influence extends.

/

M.A.,

j

m
; \ I

3. Either through the channel of Tract Societies already in existence, or other
wise, to promote the circulation of some of the best Tracts or small publications 
bearing on the subject. ' '• ■

I»’r.
/Or.

i 23 4. To endeavour to secure the services of Clergymen, or other qualified Lec
turers, to visit as many localities in the vicinity as possible, with the view of 
directing public attention to the subject and getting kindred societies formed.

ur ‘

I 60
l 00

5. To correspond with similar institutions elsewhere.
6. To endeavor, as soon as possible, to get a Canada Sabbath Alliance insti

tuted, which shall consist of delegates from the individual local societies through 
out the Province.

7. To keep a watchful eye bn the prceedings of the public authorities on this 
important question, and to superintend the framing of memorials in favour of the 
abolition of Sabbath labor in the various departments of the public service.

8. To employ any other means for the promotion of Sabbath observance which 
circumstances or experience may suggest, provided that such means be strictly 
moral and not compulsory.
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ANNUAL MEETING/

—OF THE

Kingston Sabbath Reformation Society
Held m St. Andrew’s Hall, on Evening of 25th March, 1876.

t\

Hymn “We won’t give up the Sabbath »
-Prayer by Rev. T. G. Smith.
Address by the Chairman, Rev. P. Gray.
Report read by Secretary.
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Benediction by Rev. F. W. Dobbs.
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REPORT.
j

given to the new man Adam. It expounded hie nature, unfolded his 
capacity, and public! v stamped him a religious being. It was briefly 
announced, but it is full of inferential meaning. It is prophetic and 
germinant Doubtless much accompanied it, interpreted and enforced it, 
which it fell not within the province of the historian to record ” In har
mony with these views of the late Rev. Dr. Richard Winter Hamilton 
and corroborative of them, it may be observed that Jehovah set apart one 
day m seven, and in successive dispensations fitted it to be the memorial 
day 1st of Creation, 2nd. of Redemption, and 3rd of Sanctification, to the 
glory of the Father the Son, and the Holy Ghost. The separation of this 
%from.»1.1 «ther days and the association of it with the sublime doctrine 
of the Trinity, which distinguishes Christianity from all false systems of 
religion, invests it with peculiar dignity, and makes it of great practical 
value. Every recurring Sabbath the child of God is graciously reminded 
of the cardinal truths upon which his salvation depends ; truths “which 
the angels desire to look into.” “Holiness unto the Lord" is enstamped 
upon it as its^very essence ; and every Sabbath-sun, as it rises, should 
=T,ke“i.eXery CÎÎP8tla? t0 the distinguished privilege of keeping holy the 
Sabbath Day. That the Lord’s Day and the Lord’s Supper are singularly 
precious m our Saviour’s sight appears from the fact that the Greek 
a jectivc Awrrofce, which, united with day, signifies day pertaining to the 
Lord, is applied by way of eminence to these two ordinances only and 
nowhere else in the New Testament. Therefore they should always be 
observed in strict conformity to the rule laid down by Him. The place 
or the Fourth Commandment, defining the duties of the Sabbath, is central 
like the keystone of an arch, one side abutting on the first table, and the 
other on the second table of the law ; it being the paramount duty of all 
men to do as enjoined by our Saviour in the words uttered by Him in 
answer to the scribe, Mark xii, 2S-31, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God
u.?“e ’ anc, thmi sha,t love tlie Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
With all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength •” this 
is the first Commandment, and the second is like, namely this, “thou 
8ha.\l0™ thy neighbour as thyself.” If the key-stone, the Sabbath law 
which binds the two great commandment* together, were removed the 
whole structure would soon fall into ruins. Its proximity on the human 
aide to the Fifth Commandment, the family safeguard, ought not to be 
lost sight of. The due observance of the one is intimately connected
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CANADA.
during^pt^eryoS^ComEtt1106 °f the L°rd’s Day in this country
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SZ1 appnzed y°ur Committee of thè ca,l of h hodlst Church of 
ministers to preach, on the 17th rtl nf f their Conference to their 
question. In consequence of thie ,y January, 1875, on the Sabbath

their m? !renCC0fthe Methodist Church of Can»Jard.t0 the editors : 
their ministers to preach on Sabbath Ohser, C nada having requested all
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ENGLAND.

sxszsur» ,heU 18 not a good sign of the times that this excellent Society is not
ofthoJîB^

•3“™ o^lKïâemt^r bei"8 C°n'P,eMj

A rn!n nHn ’idt8 myin8 the bodies and souls of innumerable human beings' 
ffll, ] 7 afpfred m a letter of the Rev. Basil Wilberforce in the 
Hampshire Independent, put to the credit of the late Rev. Dr. Guthrie 
speaking of the condition of the English masses thus : “You may keen 
every stitch of canvas to the wind, every man at the pumps, and the helm '
eonmwnfîîe V-e88Cl Ty "0t founder Î but we shall make no nationS 
conquest of the vice and ungodliness of the people until the Church of
God Pa^8 “ right earnest the drinking question.” He might iustlv have 
added the Sabbath desecration question. It requires ChmxVam/statc 
to be combined for its overthrow. Intemperance and the Lord’s Day 
deadly enemies never to be reconciled. The following resolution*
Sorrel anth fiF°rtyt•hird £nnual Meeting of the Lord’s Day Observance
J° AT1 WpvHan<!*G‘‘ti?1 °n °l M‘ J;.^tewart> Esfl- M.P., seconded by Mr.
J. M. Weylland, This meeting, while mourning over the many and great
evils by which the Lord’s Day is desecrated, thankfully records that in 
the past year, the hiding of the Lord ofthi Sabbath h^r«Kd o“ the 
work ot the Society in promotihg the large increaae of aix-day licenee# 
which are now taken out by 9,000 publicans • - " y senses,
servants from work on the Lord’s Day; in VL ucv.caac „ OUnuay excur- 
won trams; in the closing of cemeteries on the Lord’ Day in London 
Nottingham and other places; in our maintenance of ou national r

work their servant» nn th TmvVo no. )*
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SCOTLAND.

Railway traffic on the Sabbath is persevered in on the plea of “oublie
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8
Sabbath steamboat traffic produces much dissatisfaction, being persisted 

in in spite of protests and remonstrances of Christian people who 
greatly aggrieved thereby. * v ’

Another source of anneyance and crime is Sabbath shop-keepine A 
joint committee of the Presbyterian Churches in Glasgow was formed to 
check this increasing evil. They call upon elders, missionaries and others 
to deal persuasively with those who keep open shops to give up this sin 
of unnecessary trading on the Lord’s Day ; to impress upon parents the 
duty of teaching their children to keep holy the Sabbath Day, and to 
avoid making purchases thereon, etc. “AH known to be engaged in the 
letting of shops and houses have been requested to make it a condition 
:n all future transactions that no Sabbath traffic will be permitted on the 
pi mises Some agents have consented to do this. Drinking in steam
boats on the Lord s Day, Sabbath cab-hiring, and post-office work are all 
complained of and deprecated.

But let it not be supposed that there are no lights to relieve this gloomy 
picture. We are happy to say that the following incidents referred to in 
the Report are of a livelier hue. A number of working non in Dundee 
had a club for reading newspapers, etc. A motion was made to open it 
on the Lord’s Day. It was lost by a vote of 300 to 14 *

Again in a candidature of persons for seats in Parliament, at the general 
election, testing questions were put by constituents as to views on Sabbath 
ooservance, to which there were some satisfactory replies.

Moreover, the Committee rendered efficient aid to the Lord’s Dav 
Observance Society of London in obtaining signatures to the memorialas ajsa?* Th«—

Committee^ cordially sympathize with the Committee of the 
Sabbath Amance of Scotland in the sentiments and aspirations expressed 
fo wl following language in their last Annual Report. “The Committee

bC Wr°.ngi° %lve™y to despondency or slacken in their exertions for the cause is the Lord’s, and He will assuredly defend and 
prosper it. nd they cannot but feel that it would be specially dishonor
ing to Him cherish feelings of despondency at such a time as the pre
sent, when mighty wave of revival is sweeping over all Scotland and 
promising to swell more and more, till it reaches extensive portions of 
England also. It has occasionally been intimated in their Reports that 
their only hope of seeing Scotian return to her former love to and 
observance of the Sabbath was in general outpouring of the spirit of
S’ Î//1Î6 C0.n8e(lueD“ of « msn’s being awakened to a sense

n.®f4 °f.the S,aviour> and brought to put liis trust in Him, is to 
beget within Him a deep regard for His word, His House, and His Day 

flf ,9 a well-known fact connected with every revival of pure and
bi fiieti re w",n ul\at ?ne °l.th,e first outward manifestations of it has 
been a delight in “the day which the Lord hath made.”

are

MISCELLANEOUS.
On the authority of the Rev. Dr. Begg, who recently returned from 

tour in the East it seems that m Bombay a number of native shops were 
shut on the Sabbath through the influence of Missionaries In Eevvt 
great consistency was found. Friday is the Mohammedan day of rest 
On it the museums are closed by order of government. The reverse he 
found in regard to Englsshmen. Their vessels were being loaded on their
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sacred day in the harbor of Alexandria. The Doctor was told “that the 
example of professing Christian English people, in these heathen countries, 
was doing more to bring Christianity into discredit than anything else 
occurring there.”

A minister of the Dutch Reformed Church (at the Annual Breakfast of 
the Scottish Sabbath Alliance, at which Dr. Bcgg gave the preceding 
information) said “Ordinarily if you see a man travelling on the Sabbath 
it is not a Boer, it is not a Kaffir, it is sure to be an Englishman. His 
testimony as to the Dutch was: “I see in the Report that there are about 
120 shops open in Dundee on the Lord’s Day. I do not think you will 
find 120 shops closed on that day in Amsterdam, which is so much bigger 
than Edinburgh. I am glad that I can pass a Sabbath in Edinburgh, to 
see how you keep it. Our people know nothing of the kind. They 
drive to Church. T do not do any more driving to Church.” In Holland 
there is a movement for good going on in 1 egard to the Sabbath. They 
arc trying to put down, us much as possible, traffic on thq Sabbath. Rev. 
J..Fordyce, from Simla, stated his belief that the unanimous opinion of 
missionaries throughout all India, was that the chief hindrance at present 
to the success of the gospel in that land is the inconsistent and ungodly 
lives of many of our countrymen there.” He thought good might be 
effected by the publication and circulation of a tract recognizing the 
difficulties of Sabbath observance in India, urging our countrymen to make 
the best of their opportunities to set up a Church in the house, if they 
have no other place of worship to go to, for the worship of God, &c.

It is a strong impression on the minds of your Committee that the fol
lowing means should be used for promoting Sabbath observance in the 
Dominion ; anil they would respectfully recommend the same to the 
prayerful consideration of all the Evangelical Churches of Canada.

1. The formation of associations of working men, particularly of those 
employed on canals and railways, who, aided by ministers of the Gospel 
and friends of the Sabbath, should devise and put in operation every 
lawful instrumentality to obtain exemption from toil on the Lord’s Day. 
(The labor on the canals, with the exception of the Welland and Lachine, 
and perhaps one or two others, is believed to be excessive on the Lord’s 
Day, and injurious to health and morals.)

‘i. Every effort should be made to obtain the early calling of a Sabbath 
Conference for thoroughly investigating the subject of Sabbath observance 
in all its phases, to which all friends of the Sabbatn in Canada and the 
United States should receive a cordial invitation.

3. The names of existing Societies for the promotion of Sabbath 
observance, with their localities and officebearers, should be published 
without delay in newspapers and almanacs having a wide circulation, for 
the sake of fraternal correspondence and intercourse.

4. All friends of the Sabbath should be and are hereby respectfully 
requested to offer up special prayer some time on Saturday night, in each 
week, for a blessing on all efforts made to advance the glory of God by 
promoting Lord’s Day observance, for the conversion to the truth of those 
who neglect or oppose the Fourth Commandment, and for the maintenance 
in the Christian Church of correct views and holy practice with regard to 
the Sabbath.

Your Committee take pleasure in corresponding with the brethren of the 
Societies in England, Scotland, and the United States, and receive with 
gratitude from time to time their valued publications,
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