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THE GOOD

THE HOLY SPIRIT THE INSPIRER OF THE APOSTLES.

NEWS. 20

RY THE REV. W. B. CLARK, QUEBEC.

“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have gaid unto you."

~—John xiv. 26.

No one can have studied the new Testa-
ment with care, and given adequate atten-
tion to the promises of our Saviour, re-
garding the rpission of the Holy Spirit,
without perceiving that he pointed to a
time noticeable, and mostimportant, when
the Holy Spirit, whom he terms «the
promise of the Father” would be bestow-
ed. He does not intimate that the Holy
Spirit has not been given before; but he
points to anew era in the history of the
church of God, which would be ushered
in by an extraordinary effusion of the

Holy Spirit;—an outpouring of his gracious |

influences altogether unparallelled, and so
<copious that it could not fail to attract the
attention of the world, as well as to en-
lighten, comfort, and -sanctify the apostles,
and endow them with extraordinary power,
8o as to fit them, in every respect, for the
great work, with which they were entrust-
ed,—for the organiz'ng of Christ’s church,
iu the face of a hLostile world, for the com-
pletion of God’s revelation of divine truth
toman in the New Testament Scriptures,
and the diffusion of the glad tidings of
salvation, throughout the world. = He
speaks in language, with regard to this
%{l‘e&t event, which is not 1o be mistaken,

e speaks of the Sirit's being sent, of his
being come; and commanded his disciples
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for ¢ the promise of the Father;”—until,
through him, they should be endowed
with power from on high. And when the
promised period of the Spiriv's outpouring
eame, it could not be mistaken. It was on
the day of Peutecost, when the apostles
were all, with one accord, in one place.—
.They had spent the procious ten days—
from the usceusion of the Saviour—in
prayer; and they were probably now en-
gaged in that exercise, when suddenly
there came from heaven a sound, as of a
mighty, rushing wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting.  And there
appeared unto them cloven tongues, like
23 of fire, and it sat upon each of them,

and they were all filled with the Holy

Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Here then was a thing, in regard to which
they could not be mistaken. Here was the
baptism with the Holy Ghost, and fire,
whick had been promised, by the Baptist,
actually conferred.  Here the cloven
tongues, like as of fire, appeared on the
Lrows of each of them, and they felt con-
seious of a new and wondrons power stir-
ring the inmost depths of their souls.—
They were miraculously endowed with the
power of speaking various languages, and
thus fitted at once for carrying on the mis-
sionary work, among all nations, Nor was
this the only occasion, when the power of
the Spirit was perceptibly manifested.—
Upon the return of Peter and Johu to their
friends, after a night’s imprisonment, and
a bold confession of their faith in Jesus,
as the only Saviour, before the High Priest
and leading men of Jerusalen, “when
they had prayed, the place was shaken,
when they were assembled together; and
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and they spakes the word of God with
gladness.”

THE HOLY SPIRIT THE GREAT TEACHER OF
THE CHURCH,

In the passage before us, our atiention is
directed to the Holy Spirit, as the great
teacher of the church; for though the pro-
mise was made immediately to the apostles,
yet it was through their divinely inspired
preaching, and writings, that the church
was to be instructed in all necessary re-
liious $ uth, even till the consummation
of all things. Our Saviour says here, tha$
when the Father should sond the ‘Holy
Ghost in his name, that is, as his represen-
tative,—that he should teach the aposties
all things. Anud in a subsequent passage,
he saygi" Howbeit, when he the Spiri¢
of truth in come, he will guide you in
all truth,” or rather, a it is in the origip.
—into ‘all #e truth. We are not for &
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moment tor supgose that, in either of these
paisiges, our Saviour promises that the
Spirit would communicate to the apostles,
. a knowledge of all things jn general.—
As well might we suppise that it is a
yromise, that he would commuuicate
omniscience to them. It simply means
that he would communicate ali nocessary
religious knowledge to them,—all that was

necessary for their own comfort, and en-|

shtenment, in the way of salvation: and
all that was necessai~ to fit them, whether
by the living voiee, or by their writings, to
make wise untc salvatien the men of their
own, and all succeeding generations.

It was by the same Spirit, that all the
Old Tastament prophets weve inspired, from
Enoch to Malaclif; for “ Holy men of God
spake, as they were moved by the Holy

host.” How eften do Moses, and the |

other prophets communicate messages
directly from Giod to the Chureh, with this
solemn announcement,—¢ Thus suith the
Lord!”  Aud David says expressiy.—

THE GOOU NEWS,

mony, and prophecy, and direct revefatiorr
were collected into one focus, believers, im
these days walked only as it were, in the
light of the full mogn. It was mnot till
Christ ascended up on high, and sent forth
the Spirit into the Church, that the Sun of
divine truth arose, and shed a clear, and
satisfactory light on all that it is most im-
| portant for man, as a respousible, and im-
mortal being, to know. Not only were
new truths commuricated, throngh the
i preaching and writings of the apostles, but
told traths were illustrated, and seen with
| a distinetness unknown before.  Not only
i was the fiell of spiritual vision extended,
»but it was irradiated by an intenser light,
poured on it direct from the fountain-head
of all light and truth. ’

| The statement in John xvi. 13,—
“When he, the Spirit of truth, is come,
he will guide you into all the truth,"—
corvesponds exactly with the promise of
our text, *He sliall teach you all things,”
&e.  And bLoth are meant to show us,

& The Spirit of the Lord spnke by mt‘.! that the Spirit operates upon us, through
and his word was Tn my tongue.”

And:our own mental faculties, and emplpys
%o Paul, with reference, doubtless, not only | them, in the communication of the truth,
to the Old Testament, but to that portion {so far as they are available. He guides
of the New also, which was written at the | us; in the nse of them, into all the truthy
time. says,—* All Scripture is given by enlightening, and strengthening, and direct-
toepiration of Ge:d, and is profitabile for doc- fnr them.  And this he does, to a certain
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instrue- | extent, in the case of all’ true believers.—
tion in righteousness, that the man of But in the case of the apostles he did
God may be perfeet, thoroughly farnished | much more.  They were (o be employed
anto all good works.” These words of in communicating tlie truths of the zospel,
Paul may le regarded, in the light of a : with divine authonty, for the guilance of
€omnentary on our Saviour's words in the  the Chureh, in all tiines and therefore they
text— He will teach you all things,” that enjoyed” his extraordimary influcuces. By
is—all things nexdful 10 direct you, M| his almighty power, be brought all things
the way of salvation, and to comfort, ﬂ.“d ‘to their remembrance; whatsoever Jesus
guide you, in your progress through life. | had saidf unto- them ;—he preserves them
And so Paul save, that the Seriptures effectually from all error, and guided them
are intended to make the man of God per- : by uneering evidence, as to all they should:
fect, thoroughly furnished unto every good ! communicate; in the writings of the New
work; that is, perfectly instrueted in the  Testament; and as to the manner also, in
know!ledge of all things needful to salvation, which the truth should be preented by
and furnishod with inducements, and mo- ' them,  Tn conmmitting to v:rifing, and pre-
tives, eufficiently powerful to lead him 10 serving, for the use of the Church in alb
the performance of all gool works, hecom- 'lfiltm\_% ages, the great truths which Jesus
jug him as a disgiple of the Lord Jesus, | had communicated to the apostlss) it was
and the expectant of a glorious immortality. ‘ necessary only that the Spirit should recall

Io the course of the Old Testameut, them to their memory, preserve them effec-
dispensation, there was much preeious | tually from all error in the writing of them,
truth conmmmmicated, on the most impor- | guide them, as to the manuer: in which
tant topics of religion; but still, when alli they shoull present the truth, and”direct
the sattered rays from type, and ceve-|thew ss to what portions of it they should

-
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comnranicate.  'We know that we have not | appear to have been, when future events
& complete record of all that Jesus did,[were disclosed to them, that sometimes
and said, for the simple reason, that, if so, | they did not understand fully the import
the New Testament would have been so; of the things, which they were mmade the
bulky as to have interfered with its uscful- | instruments of commuuicating to  the
ness. It was meaut for all,—for the ¢om- | Church, and had to study their own
uton people, as well as for those who lave | predictions. Thus Peter says—+ Of which
leisure for literarv prrsuits; and therefore | salvation the proplies have enquired; asd
it must, of necessity, contain-only an abridg- | searched (!iligently, who prophesied of the
el accaunt of Christ's savings, “and nl«'vini{s ‘ things that should come unto you, seareh-
—a selection of all that was most fmpor- | ing what, or what maunner of time, the
tant ;—enough to comfort, and elevate, aml | Spirit of Christ which was in them did

stimulate us. and guide us in the way of |
salvation, but nothing to gratify an idle
curiosity.  This is inspiration. '
“THE SPIRIT 'THE REVEALER OF FUTURE

EVENTS.

There is .another species of ivspiration,
which implies a divine operation npon the
mind, of @ biighersort. 1 mean the revela-
tion of future events. The gift of prophecy
our Savieur promised, that the Spirit
would confer upon the apostles. < He will
show vou things to come,” said he. This
gift of prophecy was couferred, in abundant
mearure, on Peter, John aud Paul, and in
the striking, and unmistakeable fulfillment
of Ll:eir prophecies, we have a most con-
vineing  proof of the reality of our mostd
holy religion.  But the gift of prophecy
was not confined to the apostles. It had
been predicted by Joel, that, in the last
days, God  would pour out of his Spirit
upon all flesh, and that their sons, and
their daughters should prophecy.” And so
we find that, in apostolic times, not only did
Agabus deliver remarkable predictions,
of the fulfilment of which we have an ac-
count in the New "Testament, but the
daughters of Philip the Evaagelist also
did prophecy.

When the prophets were inspired to
Predict future events, they must have been
entirely passive, in the hands of the Spirit.
They could utter only what he communi-
cated, and probably” employed the very
words which he susgested.” This, ind
the gges 18, 1n ‘eed,
wh prophets themselves declared. Thus
1»0::1 %gabus took Paul’s girdle, and
he &:\id is u%wn har-lr!s and feet with it,
e abalvl-:h hus saith the Holy Gh9st,
the man thai Jows, at Jgrusalem, bind

vbal owneth this girdle, and shall
er him into thehands of the Gentiles.”

entirely passive do “the prophete

signify, when it testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow.

“THE SPIRIT ENLIGUTENED THE MIND, ARD
EXALTED THE FACULTIES OF THE
APOSTLES. AND THIS HE DOES
TO SOME EXTENT, IN THE
CASE OF ALL BELIEVERS.

But there is another species of inspira~
tion,of which the apostles were the snlyjects,
closely allied to the refreshing of the mem-
ory, and guiding into all the truth, of
which we have already spoken, but still
slightly different from it. 1 mean the
illumination of the mind, and -exaltation of
the faculties, in virtue of which they were
enabled elearly to understand truths, which
were dark, and incomprehensible to them
before, and to see them, in their re-
lation to other truths, and comprehend
fully the glorious scheme of redemption.
Thus, after the out-pouring of the Holy
Spirit, on theday of Pentecost, the apostles
fully understood, and appreciated truths,
which had appeared mysterious, and re-
volting to them before, and obtained an
insight into the way of salvation, to
which they had been strangers befora—
This is probably what the apostle Jobn
means by the “unction of the Holy
Oune,” bestowed, to some extent, on all
genuine believers, but ina double measure,
upon the apostles. ¢ But ye have an unc-
tion from the Holy One,” savs he,“and
ye know all things” And again with
reference to the same subject, he says—
“ We know that the Son of God is come,
and hath given us an understandivg, that
we may know him that is true; and we
are in him that is true, éven in his Son
Jesus Christ.” ' L.

Except in the matter of predicting futuze
events, the B)irit evenled to tbe apostlea
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- hittle that was entirely new. He rather

r&ented 10 them Old Testament truths,
irradiated by the light of recent events, and
enabled them, through the help of the
facts which they had themselves witnessed,
more fully to understand the import of
our Saviour’s teaching. He recalled to
their minds our Saviour's instructions,
preserved them from all error, in the re
cording of them, and thus guiled them,
by inspiration, into the comprehension of
all necessary truth, and guided them in
Jallibly, in the communieation of it to the
Church. But thouch believers now are
not inspired, or infallibly preserved fiom
error, yet tley, tho, have an unction ‘rom
the Holy One, in virtue of which they
are guided into all truth, necessary for
their own comfort, and guidance, in the
way of life.  All true believers are such
by the unction of the Holy One; for “the
“patural man receiveth not the thinus of the
Spirit of Ged, because they are foolishness
to bim, neither can lie know them, because
“they are spiritunlly discerned.”

As for the :npos!lns,it was necessary that
they should enjoy the gifts of the Spirit,
ina fur hicher degiee than ordinary be-
Yievers; for they were marde the instruments !
of cormunicating the wlll of God 1o men,f
in all future ages. It was necessary, there- |
fore, that they should enjoy the infdlible’

nidance of the Holy Spirit. «So our,
gavianr promises his apostles, in the text,
that the Holy Ghost shoul! briny 10 their
minds, by an iminediate efficncy, the things
that he had spoken, that, by Lis inspin- -
tion, they might be enabled to write, and
preach them for the good and benefit of
his Church. So Peter tells us, * Holy:
men of God spake as they were moved |
by the Holy Ghost;” that is, in writing
the Seriptures, they were borne up by
him, carried beyond themselves, to speak
his words, and what he indited to them.— !
The apostles forgo* much of what Christ’
had said to them, or might do so; and|
what they did retain in a natural way of re-
membrance, was not a sufficient foundation
to them, to write what they so remembered,
for a rule of faith to the Church. For
the word of prophecy is not from any
man's proper impulse, it comes not from
any private conception, undorstanding, or
temembrance. Wherefore, Christ promises
“that the Holy Ghost shall do this work;

1

THE GOOD NEWS.

that they might infallibly give ont what
he had delivered to them. gence that ex-
pression in Luke i. 8-—* Having had
perfect understanding of all things, from
the very first,” is better rendered—* having
obtained perfect knowledge of things from
above, (noting the rise, and spring of his
so understanding things, as to be able in-
f:llibly to give them out, in a rule of taith
to the Chureh,) than the beginning of
the things themsclves spoken of; which
the word itself will not easily adinit of.”*

—— — e e

INTERCESSION.

My dear Sister in our precious Lord
Jesuz,—your letter is like the merchant ship
—it brinzeth food from atur.  The thought
| upon intercession is very sweet. 1t is true
- that onr education in the school of Jesug—
our own expericnce in that peculiar line of
things to which we are called —is for practical
"utility in our future walk and labour.  Therc
i eanbe no doubt whatever of those who are
. tauzht of God having to pass throngh  a cer-
i tain routine of spiritual theology altogether

unknown in the schools of men. It is not
Greek roots nor Hebrew dervivations that we
learn at the feet of Jesus.  These things may
give the knowledge which, when misapplied,
tends to puffup: bhut to “ strengthen thy breth-
ren” we must learn first to kouw our own
weakness. We mu:t pass through the fire
ourselves before giving exortation to our
brethren who are i heaviness throngh mani-
fold temptation, or concerning the fiery trial,
“ that ” strange thing, which bappeus in our
pilerimage. )

The intercession of Jesus with the Fatheris
not on acconut of anything lacking in the
finished work of Christ, or any deficiency in
the fulness of powerin ofir great High Priest,
but it is in consequeuce of our weakness.
“Simon, Satan hath desired to have thee,
that he may sift you as wheat; but [ bave
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not; and
when thon art converted strengthen thy breth-
ren.” 'The work: of flesh must be sifted out,
that froits of the Spirit may spring forth to
the praise and glory of God. 'The sifting
process brings us to a knowledge of our own
nothingness, The intercecsion gives us a
knowledge of our compassionate Father, who
chastens us for our profit, weaning us from
our evil nature, that we may know Him, and
become the happy partakers of his divine
nature, making us meet for the incorruptible
inberitance. Thus Paul tells us that “our
light affliction which is but for a moment

* Owen,
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worketh for us a far more exceeding and et-
ernal weight of glory,” so that, in the conflict,
through the intercession of our precious Ad-
vocate, our soul’s enemy, the sifter himself,

is made an instrument for our everlasting
good, through Him that “hath loved us and

NEWS: 3

his intercession that our feet may be. keg
clean. And truly I have experienced t

preciousness of his intercession in thousands
of instances during the past eleven years, both
in journeying feet and wandering thoughts,
allurements without, and temptations within,
 fightings and fears, awake and asleep, an uns

washed us from our sins in his own blood.” | tiring enemy buffeting and harassing, ragin,

We rejoice in tribulation, “knowing that tri- | or mocking, with deadly ,hatred to my soul,
.bulation worketh patience, and patience | But in all dark dispensations the Comforter
experience, and experience hope, and ' has made known his presence, and when all
hope maketh not ashamed, because the . but overcome by the powerful enemy, He hag

love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
“the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”

The apostle John leaned on the bhosom of
Jesus. He had reached that “perfect love

which casteth ont fear” Peter had much |

flesh to be purified out of him. It was a
fleshly fear which made him deny the Lord,
but “when thou art converted strengthen thy
brethren—I have prayed for thee,” ~ He need-
ed intercession. !?is faith bad given way; hut
the gaze of the Lord eansed him to go and
weep.  “T have prayed for thee,” would now
teach him more of his own weakness than even
denying his Master He is “touched with
the fecling of our infirmities: e Himself was
in all points tempted like as wé are, vet ho was
without sin.”  The interposition of onr preci-
ous Saviour is a theme which all God’s temn-
ted children shoald meditate npon, for « He
ever liveth to make intercession for ue” It
would eause many backsliders to ¢o and weep
like Peter, if they could see the compassionate
®ye of Jesus looking at them when they have

fallen, and think of his own suffering for
them.

While Jesns our Tntercessor is at the Fath- )
er’y right hand pleading his own hlood for !
our sins, so the Holy Spirit within ns maketh :

mtm'qtﬁssion for us in our infirmities and
sufferings with Jesas, according to the wiil
of God; teaching us how to pray and what
to pray forin accordance with the mind of

0d, who “worketh in us to will andto do
of his good pleanure.” So that intercession

for sin and transgression throngh the blood |

1s one thing, and intercession for help to saf-
°ring saints is another thing. There are
some believers who have an especial gift of
Intercession, and who, like Job, are permitted
O pray for their erring friends: while others
ke Llisha, make intercession for the troubl-
d soul of the shunamite suffering on account

of her dead son. M y own poor mother suf-

(:re;ll for years on account of me when I was

03 I 8in; but the Lord heard and acswered,

?:te "ow lcan praise Him for the gifts of

mifcess]on my poor mother had; but I shall

l‘:us 80 Him through all eternity for his own
e able gift of eternal life in Jesus.

- freat Priest ever liveth to make

Hi
Wm'fhhm dauily walk we peed

a’

; manifested himself in such a way as leaves ne
! shadow of doubt in my mind of his continnal
iintercession even when we fail to realize
“it: “1 will never leave the nor forsake thee.”
! Bat there is a little word he has left on re-
i cord for our admonition—* Watch!” And
i now, dear sister, stir up the gifts of intercess-
. ory prayer which our blessed Lord has given
i you, for Paul himself knew the valuable help
: of prayer, and asks the prayers of brethren on
his own account, that utterance might be
t aiven to him to speak the mystery of Christ,
"that he mizht make it manifest as he ought
Lto speak. So thut we may conclude, as God
' rives whatever his peonle ask in the name of
| Jesus, that Jesus our Advocate in heaven
| intercedes for our sing, pleading his precious
“blood; the Holy Spirit makes intercession for
s suffering saints on earth; and the assemblies
"of God's children intercede by prayer in the
Spirit, through the Son, to the .Father, for
"the brethren in bonds, as Peter in prison, or
i Paul in labour; and our heavenly Father up-
"braideth not.—Yours in Jesus.
' From a Letter in the Revivall

LIFE IN CHRIST.

¢Because I live, yc shall live also.'—John
xiv. 19.

This assurance forms part of the consolat-
ory address spoken by our Liord to his dis+
ciples when he was ou the eve of being
separated from them by death. The wording
of it is, in these circumstances, peculiar. * He
does not say, ‘ because after the dissolution”
which is approuching, T will revive, and then
continue to live forever, ye also who have
heen united to me, shall, after a similar res
surrection, be with me throughout eternity in
the world to come’ The declaration is in
the present tense; ‘I live now, and the iufer-
ence from what follows (ye shall live also) is
plainly this, that the life he then had woull
continue unbroken and undisturbed, even
through what might seem to effect ite extime-
tion, the terrible crisis of the cross.

Of course, the explanation of the sayiag is
this; If Jesus Christ bad beon a mere may
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he could not but have spoken of his yielding
up the Ghost, and lying in the grave three
days, in a different way. Deathto us is the

separation of the soul from the body, and|
such a geparation did actually occur in his|

case. But there was a mystery about his!

person which placed him beyend and above
the operation of merely human laws. He
was the Sonof God as well as the Sen of,
Man; and death when it severedsoul and Ledy i
did nat sever either of them ficm the divive
natore to which they were united. Tn plain
ters. when the body of Jesus 1ested in Jos-
eph’s scpulchre, and his soul was in tie state
of the dend—Dbeth were still in vital connection
with the Only Begotten of the Fatler; and
during that period no less then during his
earthly ministry, or his subsequent glorifice-
tion, the Mediator was in an unspeckably
important sense living, and carrying on with-_
out intermission the woik that had been!
given him to do.

Many entirely fail to realize this funda-
mental point in Christian doctrine. Some!
actnally appear to suppore that Christ’s

death resulted, for the time being, in acom-!
plete dismemberment of his person—while .
others take it for granted that, during the
three days he lay in the grave, there was|
a complete suspension of his mediatorial |
work. Both are crrors of the most seriots
character. In the womb of the Virgin, the!
eternal Son of God took to himself a living |
hody and a reasonable soul—und the uniou
thus formed was never suspended, not even!
by the death of the cross. And as for the |
Work of Christ, so far is his descending|
into the state of the dead to be taken as)
roof that then, at leest,.it was for three|
ays intermitted. trat every act formed part,
of the work itself. ‘
You will see, therefore, in this light, what|
an emphasis and significance there was 1n}
Jesus saying to his disciples, less than four)
and twenty hours before his crucifixion, I
five, and beceuse I live with alife that death
cannot touch, ye shall live also. What did:
it teach them? and what does it teach us?
. 1. It proclaims the fact that Christ is the
source of thé believer's life. This truth is
set forth, not Lere alone, but in many other
warts of Scripture. 'I'he testimony of Jesus
{.imself on the rubject is peculiarly explicit.
«] am the way, the truth, and the life. 1 am
the recurrection and the life. 1le that hath
the Son hath life, he that hath not the Son
of God, hath not life.” 1f then, my reuder
has been awakened out of the sleep of sin
and death, and has undergone asaving change
of heart and nature, it is because he has
been so grafted into the living Vine as to
bhave become a partiker of its life; and if, on
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the contrary, he is still dead in traspasses
and sins, itis because that all essential union
between his soul and Christ has never been
formed. Why do I lLwe? in the bighest
sense of the word. 1t is for this and no
other reason, because Christ lives and I am
in Him, .

II. The declaration, ‘Because I live ye
shall live also, proclaims the security of the
believer’s lite. 1t caunot he destroyed by
any agency whatcver,  Various things threat-
en our spiritual existence--xuch for example
as the suspension of those grucious influences
which are to it what tuel is to fire, and the
operation of hostile influences which tell upon
it us floods of water poured upon flame.  But
the anion of the believer to Christ gnarantees

: him against his being overcome with either

evil. Being in vital communication with a

- spring which is ever flowing, he need never

fexr withering or death throngh the arresting
of his supplies of grace, and huving the streng
arm ot an Almighty Saviowr to shield hiw,
Sin, Satan, Death, and the Law will ‘be ull
equally powerless to reach his life.  «Though

i T walk throvah the Valley of the Shadow of

Death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with
me.”

IIL. The assurance equaily implies that
the believer's life shall be everlosting. Death
no more iuterrupts the spiritual lile in a
Christian than itiuterrupted the Divine life
in the Person of the Mediator.

«“ Wheever liveth.and believeth on me,”
says Jesus himself, “suaLL Never miel” A
believer in this sense is immortul—immortal,
because although, at the period of his dissolu-
tion, his body and soul are separated from
one another, neither is for one momwent sep-
arated from Christ. “ The souls of believers
are at their death made perfect in  holiness,
and do immediately pass into glory; aud their
bodies pEING sTILL UNITED, T0 Crikist do rest
in their graves till the resnrrection.”  And if
even through the crisis of Death itself, believ-
ers live because Christ lives, what shall we
sny of the better lend beyond. There the
lite of the risen Haviour cammet be touched
even in appearance, and while the Viue shall
thus bloom, for ever green and unfading in
the Paradise of God. what may we expect of
the branches? Aged reader! you are now
drawing ner to your journey's end in this
world; can you look forward to the close
without anxiety, because, seeing light in the
grave and beyond it, you can gay,  Because
Christ lives, 1 shall live also.”—Huppy Home

———— o

The great comfort of a believer, on his death-
bed, is faith in Christ, hope in the promige,
and an interest in the covenant, :
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CONVERSION OF A SECULARIST.

The result of the services held in
Elenezer Chapel; Leeds, Eng., is thus
stated in a pamplilet, jast publishéd, of the
reasons which led to the conversion of Mr.
W. 8. Ellison, the secularist. He had re-
turned from America; wanted employ,
eoul] not find 1t, was in distress of both
body and mind; he was unhappy and

our. a stranger an1 destitute. The events
whieli Ted to his conversion he thus stated
at a meeting in Ebenezer Chapel, Leeds,
Oct. 8, 1862:—“My spirits, too, were
greatly depressed, and I wasindeed a most
unhappy being. I wasa pertect stranger,
and I felt so physically and mentally pros-
trated that 1 did not care to move. *The
whole head was sick, and the whole heart
faint.”  Though in thie very midst of this
great social hive—this busy emporium of

mdustiy and enterprise—I felt a chilling |

sense of desolation.  The night grew on
apace, shutters were closed, and the streets
were soon deserted by all except a reeling
Lacehanal or two, and here and there per-
chance a ‘frail thing of womuukind,'—
painful evidence of vice. T began to drag
tagsf drearily through the maze of many
streets, without ain or oliject, save that of
‘ wearing on' the heavy hours. Those
silent sentinels, the gas-lamps, failed to
cheer my devious wanderings, and only
gerved Lo diseover my fordorn and solitary
condizion.  When the world “was left to
toneliness and me, my remaining fortitude
utterly forsook me, and left me a prey to
despoudency, and at last to despair. I was
without God and without hope in the
vorld. My secular philosoply availed me
othing !—it afforded me no consolation in
dire extremity, when my mind was tortur-
&l into frenzy by racking doubts and fears
as Lo the tuture. At this Juncture I found
nyseif upon Leed’s Bridge. 1 had never
Lefore thonght of self-destruction, but at
that moment the hellish idea suggested it-
self.  The evil geaius whispered, ¢« Death
13 nothing, and after death is nothing.—

bat dark water Lelow cun at ouce and
for ever rid thee of thy cares. Plunge
wto it gapnd

A “¢Swiftly be hurled
bywhere ! anywhere | out of the world.

Au jusane impulse urged meto the parapet

t

over the centre of the arch; I looked ner-
vously and apprehensively about, to be
certain that I was unobserved. No one
was near. I thought I could there and
then aonihilate my being. It would only
be a momentary spasm, and all would be
over. But a vague mistrust about the
future still hovered in my delirious minod.
As I gazed down into the turgid stream,

¢4+ My doubts and fears
" Start up alarmed, o’er life’s narrow verge
Look down—on what? A fathomless abyss—
A dread eternity | how surely mine?

A thousand memories rushed through my
brain at that critical moment; reminiscences
of early days brought again the pangs of
remorse. ool that 1 am, thought I, to
sutfer thus. End it at once! What if
there be a hell, it can’t be worse than this.
Half-consciously I drew my cap over my
eyes, clenched my teeth, and was about to
spring over the parapet! An invisible
hand arrested me, and a voice seemed to
echo through my very soul, ¢ What wouldst
thou do¥ 1 wasirresistibly impelled away
trom the spot, nor could I stop till I was
out of the locality of that < bridge of sighs,’
—that Lorrible scene of temptation. I
was seized with a trembling from head to
foot. Every limb seemed paralyzed, and
my brain began to swim from the effects
of excitement, and I was obliged to sit
down in a doorway and await composure.
I gradually grew collected, and the terrible
conflict of emotions subsided before morn-
ing dawned. I could not help thinking
that something supernatural had interfered
with my suicidal purpose of the preceding
night, and yet [ did not like the idea of
being superstitious.  However, I felt glad
that | was still an inbabitant of earth,

“ The forenoon was occupied in seeking
work, though I verily believe, if T had ob-
tained it then, T eould not have set about
it. I happened to be in the vicinity of
Ebcenezer Chapel between twelve and one
o'clock -at noon, Lut I had not the slightest
idoa of going to a placé of worship, even
if I bad known there was one so near;
and had I been aware of its existence, L
could not bave dreamt of its beiug open
for religious purpuses at that anusval hour
of the day. I Lhowever felt an unaceount-
able inclination to go iu the direction of
lt.his chapel—an iuvolustary teodency to-
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wards it. By mere accident, as I then
considered it, I saw it, but certainly cared
nothing about it, and should have passed
on, had I not heard the sound of praise to
God issuing therefrom. Noticing a small
bill upon the door, I went up to read it.—
It began with the word ‘Friend.” That
word struck a sympathetic chord in my
soul. It seemed to cheer and inspire me
with hope. The bill informed me that
Reovival services were held every might,
and prayer-meetings every day in that
place. One was then being held, and I
was constrained to go in. My mind bad
been rendered very susceptible by the or-
deal I bad experienced, and I was much
impressed with the fervour and earnestness
with which all pleaded for the conversion
of sinners, and especially of infidels like
myself. I felt my conscience pricked, but
when I got out reason began to attribute
it to a sort of enthusiasm—a mere mental
delusion. However, 1 determined to go
agaio in the evening, and I bless the Lord
that I did. Whilst the Rev. J. C. Mil-
bourn was preaching I was awakened to a
full sense of my perilous position. His
text was Matt. xi. 25, 26, ‘Lord save us;
we perish,’ etc. I will not detail the points
of the sermon, which was not an elaborate
argument, addressed to reason; but was a
powerful, an awakening appeal to con-
science, accompanied by an extraordinary
influence evidently Divine. My conscience
was awakened! It rose in majesty and
asserted its imperial prerogative. Reason
was humbled and reduced to its legitimate
function and sphere. The moral revolu-
tion however, was not effected without-a
tarrific struggle within. It was indeed a
mighty struggle! My whole nature was
convulsed! Tongue cannot describe my
sepsation at that critical juncture. It was
during prayer that the victory was won.-—
The Saviour prevailed; my doubts and
fears fled away. I believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ a8 my Saviour. I did indeed
believe on Him with all my heart; and at
that moment the talismanic words, ¢ Peace,
be atill,” were spoken to my inmost soul.—
The tempest subsided, and the Comforter
whispered—

« The light is come,
Glory divine is risen on thee,
Thy warfare's pass; thy mourning’s o'er;
Look up, for thou skall weep no more.’
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The great moral incubus, scepticism, was
effectually removed, and I awoke to new-
ness of life. Faith had found her lamp,
and hope her anchor, and a genial ray of
love was shed abroad in my heart.

“ Up to this period, no one had spoken
to me, nor did any one present know me,
or anything respecting my state of mind.
When I felt the full influence of Divine

- grace operating upon my soul, I was con-
_strained by an impulse of ecstacy to rush

from the pew in which I sat to the com-
munion, where Mr. Milbourn, Mr. Mackson,
and others were engaged in prayer,and with
them I knelt and <owned my Baviour con-
queror.” I then stood up, and before the
meeting declared what the Lord had done
for me. Yes, it was the Lord’s work, and
marvellous in my eyes. I saw clearly that
through his inscrutable providence I Lad
been snatched from perdition, and led to
the rock of salvation.

“For myself. I am perfectly satisfied
with the choice I have made. My con-
science and reason approve it. I can now
say what I could never say before—¢1 am
happy 17 T have at last attaived the great
object of my being—the knowledge of sal-
vation through faith. Here I rest with
giﬁ}"" and rejoice in hope of the glory of

OMISSIONS IN THE SCRIPTURES.

—

BY REV. J. M. M'CULLOCH, D. D.

——

The absence in Seripture of everything
of a mere speculative nature, is not the
only omission indicative of wise reserve,—
There are various omissions with reference
to matters of practical instruction, which
equally bespeak “the spirit of a sound
mind.”

. 1. Take as an example the remarkable
silence of the New Testament as to the
labors, sacrifices, and deaths of the greater
part of the Apostles. It canuot bedoubted
that an inspired biography of these Found-
ers and Fathers of the Church would have
been read with the utmost avidity by Chris-
tians; and it may be thought that a record
of their holy lives and noble exertions and
happy deaths, would have been invaluable
s a model and exemplar to missionaries
and pustors in all ages. But a little con-
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sideration will probably eatisfy the candid
enquirer, that the real benefit of Christians
‘has been 'best cousulted by the method
actually adopted of keeping the ‘glorious
exertions of these human instruments of the
Spirit in the shade. A full detail of the la-
bors and fate of the Apostles- would have
kept the human agents too prominently
before us, and tempted us to overlook the
true source of the gospel’s success. The
work in which they were engaged would
have been viewed as the result of human
virtue, more than of Divine puwer; and
Christ’s servants would have been exalted
to that place in our regard which their
Master alone ought to occupy. As God
hid the body of Moses, that the Jews might
be prevented from worshipping their de-
parted leader; so a veil has been left on the
exploits of the Apostles, to remove a simi-
lar temptation from Christiaus. And the
lesson taught by this oméssion, is the same
with which our Lord rebuked the inquisi-
tiveness of Peter regarding the fate of the
beloved disciple: «If I will that he tarry
till I come, what is that to thee?! follow
thou me.”

2. An omission still more singular, con-
sidering the position and babits of the sacred
writers, is the absence of precise and author-
itative directions as to forms of Christiau
worship and ecclesiastical polity. In the
Korun, we find minute regulations concern-
ing fasts, prayers, ablutions, the amount
of alms, and all other points of Mahom-
medan observance; and the same is repres-
ented to be the character of the Hindoo
Shaster and other sacred books of the
heathen. But in the statute-book of the
Christian Church there is no complete
directory of worship and government—not
even a detailed account of the constitution
and canons of the Apostolic Church.—
Hov.v is such an omission to be accounted
for in the writings of persous who were
brought up as Jews—who were accustomed
from infancy to a prescribed and fixed ritual
~.and who, moreover, were in the habit
of instituting and * setting in order” specific
modesof religious observance in the various
churches which thez founded or visited
Is it credible that these writers if left to

T own direction, would have abstained

M pracribing a fixed afd permanent

® .

whd live in' an sdeanced

‘the ‘Christian world ¥~

n

period of the Christiati -dispensation, tNe
wisdom of the omission is obvious: It-is
now clearly seen that a fixed and unyielding
system of forms and canons would have
been unsuitable to & religion designed fdr
all times and places, and for men in every
stage of social improvement. To wus the
wise foresight is apparent, which left it to
each church « to steer its own course by
the chart and compass which God’s Word
supplies, regulating for itself the sails and
rudder according to the winds and currents
it may meet with.” But whence got thess
unlettered Galileans this wiseand far reach-
ing foresight? It is pluin from their own
writings that they were dull in apprehend-
ing and slow in admitting the universal
character of Christianity: nor is there any
evidence that the idea ever occurred to
them, that a religion of universsl and un-
changeable truths must of necessity be
plastic an.l variable in some respects. But
even supposing them to have preceived that
the universality of its character required its
ritnal and policy to be left at large, how
came they to abstain from recording, in
their accounts of the primitive church, the
modes of worship and administration which
were actually in use under their own direc-
tions? Is it supposable that they were
sufficiently far-sighted to perceive, that even
such a record as this would have been
perilous to the liberty of the church; that
it would have been regarded as a part of
Scripture, and therefore scrupulously fol-
lowed as a directory of ecclesiastical forms
even after a change of circumstances render-
ed it inapplicable? The conduct of the
sacred writers in this matter can be explain-
ed only onthe theory that they were super-
uvaturally withheld from recording the
usages of the apostolic church—restrained
fromn it by that Divine Spirit,whose penmen,
this, in common with countless other evi-
dences, proves them to have been.

THE BEAUTY OF THE GRASS:

It seems as if nothing could be said under
this head; because, in truth, there is so much
to say. To get a good idea of the beanty of
the grass, endeavour, in imagination, to form
a pictafe of » world withoutit. Itis precisely:
to the beenog‘.’of m.vwwth:h glb-l:;e: ‘:t‘
iterature. ou remember that idea '
Frondele, tiat thy Biblesaif béén obliterabld,



walue, and litersture was at an epd? Take
away this greén ground colour on which Dame
Nature works her embroidery patterns, and
where would be the picturesque scarlet poH(-
pies or white daisies, or the gray of the chal

cliffs, or the golden bloom of a wilderness of
buttercups? Its chief service to beauty is as
the garment of the earth. It watches night
and day, at all seasons of the year, “in all
places that the eye of heaven visits,” for spots
on which to pitch new tents, to make the
desert less hideous, fill up the ground-work of
the grandest pictures, and give the promise of

lenty on the flowery meadows where itlifts |
its silvery and purple pinacles breast-bigh, |
and mocks the sea in its rolling waves of spark- |
ling greenness. ¥t is beantiful when it mixes |
with oupine und furitis on the ruined bastion
or grey garden-wall ; beautiful when itsprin-
kles the brown thatch with tufts that find suffi-
cient nourishment where green iasses have !
been before; beautiful when it clothes the:
harsh uplaud, and gives nourishmeunt to a|
thousand snow-white fleeces; still more beau- 1
tiful when it mukes a little islet in a bright,
. blue mountain lake, “a fortunate purple.isle,”
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TATTLING.

¢ Thou shalt not go up and down as a talee
bearcr smong thy people.”

The disposition to tattle may arise either
from malignant wotives, or from a natural
propemsity to gossip. The latter, whilst
it iy be less erimimal in intention is often
not the less injurious to soeiety in its re-
sults. A fondness for news-bearing leads
to spreading abroad details of personal
character which had better be locked up
in one's own bosorm.

Rumours circulated, with however inno-
eenl an inteution, usually grow in their
progress.  'What was true at. fisst becomes
a vile untruth before it has run its race;
and the person who started the snow-ball
or ratber soot-ball, to rolling, is responsi-
ble, in no small measure, for what it accu-
mulates before it Las reached the bottom
of the hil.

The propensity to hear pews, in com-

with its ruddy spikes of shortlived fowers;) mon with all other passions, gains by in-
and precious as well as beautiful when it comes dt\lgence. A fondness for telling it bégets
close beside us, in company with the sparrow | 4 desire for Liearing it, ustii at last the tat-
:nd fthetfl'“ﬁ)u;"as v.tlu‘ezlsh(}ld v;s:}tuﬁ;, :\Uetgfrﬁ: i tler becomes little else than a Yoeomotive
ne footiull of care, and give a daly w | news-office.
to the world of greatness. It is not only the tattler Limself, how-
ever, that sins.  Those who give a ready
‘ amlier}ce to v}.\is tales bf:c.ome partakers of
Is it ouly for its velvet softmess, and the | his ggu!t. Without auditors he would hav.'e
round pillowy knolls it heaves upin the vistag | but lite encouragement to yvosecute his
of the greenwood, that the weary and the work. Not a few thero are who becoms
dreamer find it so sweet a place ol rest? or IS | thys aceesiory to 1his great evil, oecu
it because the wild bee fiits around its Silvej\"?z | pying toward the talelwwer the same
pinacles, and blows his “h“gk’ 2 }tl?‘g?lojtwt]ltl ‘; -relative position as the receiver of stolen
gboig b 0 s, st U 0o ‘o o)
sward; that the dear lark cowers amid its | " (""".‘““3{:. A _I:ﬁ!g‘hton,‘P'\\‘<m_h]:stm-ve.
sprays, and cherishes the children of his bosom | and d.xe of 1{sdt, if noholy mf-.k it in anfl
under its brown, matted roets; that the daisy, | gave it ladging.  When malice pours it
the cowslip, the daffodil, the orchises—the | out, if our cars be shat againstit, and there
fairies of the flower worldw—the birds foot{he no vessel to receive it, it would fall like
trefoil—-the golden-fgered Leauty of [hta% water upon the ground, and couid no mose
meudows,. t‘he little yellow and the lm-;:re ap'ilwg e anthered “I’:”
berry trefoil, ure fm ‘*h.el.t'“’.'."d and cherisi " Every right-minded person owes it to
by it: and that one of its simple children, the ! imesclto ol . L
./it!hortmthum odoratus, or sweet-scented | vmself to close his ears aguinst t.he t.attler.
Instead of a countenance indieative of

vernal grass, sceuts the air for miles with the | ! . ! |
swectest perfume ever breathed by man?—w interest in the details of gossip and slan-
der, let it be seem that such wnarratives

Hibherd s * Brambles and Buy Leuves.”
- meet vour disapprobation.  New topies

of conversation can easily be introduced
to turn away the thoughts from. the um.
welcomed theme; or, a8 8 true friend to
the abssmt, whe, little suspecta the mischiex-
ous work which lwe besn going on agajuat

< 1f a friend my grass-grown threshold find,

Oh, how my lonely cot resounds with gic:: !

A fender couscience is an inestimalle
Me: sing : that is, a conscience not only quick
to discern what is evil, but instantly to shua

i, #a the eyerlid closes iteelf against a mote.
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| just as ‘cortain to be glorious as it is an estad

him, you eome to his defence, and doing
towards him as you would bave him de
towards yon in similar circumstances, en-
deavour to pallinte adeged faults and
indiscretions, and strive to set out his
Virtues axainst standerers’ tales. Thatwas
an admitable resolution of the excellent
Simenn, * Always to hear as little as
possible that was to the prejadice of others.”
—~Presbyterian.

READ !

lished fact that water finds itslevel. Intellects
find their level; they find them in oue way or
another—«in the newspaper, through the magos
zine, or in the heaviér essays which require pa-
tient. toil and thought to eliminate and elabo-
tate. ‘Then read! continneto petuse evéry scralp
of information within your reach; there is gold
everywhere. California has not the only gold
mines i the coantry; thete are solid nuggets
{aid up on the sheives of the Astor Library
which all the wealth of tke Indies is powerless,
through itself, to produce; tlrere are stores of
fuformation of every kind under the sun within
your reach, that cannot perish. Time shall

Read continually, ouly reserving sach time
for reluxation, and the duties of life as your!
situation may require.  Don't sit with your
hands folded and mouth ‘open, doing nothing;
_these are minutes which you are wastings—
minutes make hours, hours make days and
weeks, and ull cembined are swiftly flying to-
ward eternity. Then read!—read everything
and anything, except low and trashy sabjects;
there is no branch of art orscience or of litera-
tare from which, pmperl{ perused, yon may
not get some ¥valuuble information. The dif-
ference hetween the reader and the sluggard,
who sits in the rocking chair aslee) of an even-
ing is a3 great as the coutrast hetween a fool
and a sensible persen; the former goes about the
world, sees, hears, thinks and digests the results
of his observations during kis travels; he will
presently give these reflections to the world
ih a new and interesting shape, and thas make
other re dets. But the sluggard is a useless
character and not worth the ink to describe
him. Read an simunac if you canuot get a
Bapers aud ke must be poor indeed, as the bard
singeth, who cannot afford a subseription to

|

overwhelm allthings and render mineg useless,
gems of no value. The thi¢f may ia an hour
destroy the laboar of a life-time in wccumu-
lating a fottune, but ro power, short of a di-
vine one, can wrest the riches of a well-stored
mind from its possessor. Again we say-—read]
| —Ncientific American.

REMARKABLE DISCOVERY OF
FRAUD.

The art of finding the specific gravitiea
of bodies is generally understood to have
been invented by Archimedes, the celebrat-
ed mechanist and mathematician of Syiac-
use, who flourished about 200 years before
Christ.  The story goes, thata goldsmith
having been employed by Hiero, king of
Syracuse, to m:ke a crown, a mass of gold
was given himfor that purpose. But #
was suspected that the workman had kept
back part of the gold for his own use, and

some journa) in this :ge of the world, At all
events, leave no means ratried to cultivate and
Improve the spare hours which you will have |
uring the winter montbs, If you smoke read!
==if you are waiting somewhere on business, |
take out your paper and peruse its columus, |
you will soon find the advantawes of the prac-
tice. We havea wreat reputation as areading
Ration: a paragraph went the rounds of the |
press some time ago, which was intended for
a joke, but it was in reality n compliment; it
said that if a traveler abroad went into a room
Wheze there was a number of Americans, he
would be sure to see two-thirds of them read-
mg newspapers. 8o he will. Go into the
theatre, or the concert room, and you will find
a large portion of the uudience beguiling the
us half-hour previous to the commence-
ment of the festivities with a, magazine or
g:gel?- This is to their moral advancement
to bebﬂnqﬁt, always supposing the mental food
0 98 ofa wholesome nature; and the future of
who are readers and thinkers is

made up the weight by alloying the crown
with copper. Hiero, not knowing how to
ascertaia the truth in relation to this cir-
cumstance, referred the matter to Arch-
imedes,  The philosopher, after having
long stadied the subject in vain, at last
accidentally hit upon a method of verifving
the king's suspicion. Groing one day into
a bath, he observed that the water rose
higher in the tub or bath than it was before,
and immediately began to reflect that any
body of an equal BuLk with himself would
have raised the water just to the same
height, though a body of equal weieHr,
but not of equal bulkc would not raise it 20
much, This idea suggested to him the
mode of finding out what he 8o mush ‘le-
sired to ascertain; and, in the transperts
of his joy on making such a dissovery, he
rushed out of the. bath, and ran waked
through the streets of Byracuse, exclaim-
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ing in the Greek language, * Eureka!
enreka!"I have found it [T have found it I”

" Now since gold was the heaviest of all
metals known to Archimedes, it a peared
evident that it must be of less bulk, accord-
ing toits weight than any other metal.
He procured a mass of pure gold equally
heavy with the crown when weighed in
air, and desired that it should be weighed
against the crown in water, and if the crown
was not alloyed, it would counterbalance
the mass of gold when they were both im-
mersed in water, as well as it did when
they were immersed in air. But on mak-
ing the trial, he found that the mass of
gold weighed much heavier in water than
did the erown; not only so, but when the
mass and crown were weighed separately
in one vessel of water, the crown raised the
water much higher than themass of gold
did ; which provel that it was alioyed with
some lighter metal which increased its
bulk. Bv making, in this manner, trials
of different metals, equally heavy as the
crown, he found out the quantity of alloy
‘which had Leen introduced into it.

" No doubt the goldsmith folt sure that
his dishonesty would never be discovered.
How astonished be must have been when
he learned the method by which it had
been revealed! Another illustration of
the text—Be sure your sin will find you
out.”

-~

RISEN WITH CHRIST.

——

BY REV. €. H. SPURGEON,

—-

I thought I saw just now before my
eyes a dark and horrible pit, and down deep
below, where the eye could not reach, lay
a being broken in pieces, whose groaus
and howlings pierced the awful darkness,
and amazed my ears. Methought 1 saw
a bright one fly from the highest heaven,
and in an instant diveintothat black dark-
ness till he was lost and buried in it. I
waited for a moment, and to my mind’s
eye I saw two spirits risin% from the horrid
deep, with arms entwined, as though one
was bearing up the other, I saw them
emerge from the gloom. I heard the fair-
est of them say, a8 he mounted into light,
«1 have loved thee, and given myself for
thee.” AndI heard the other say, who was
that poor broken one just now, I was
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foolish and ignorant, I was a hepst before
thee.” Ere I could write the words both
spirits bad risen into mid air, and I heard
one of them say, ¢ Thon shalt be with me in
Paradise,” and the other whispered ** Never-
theless I am continually with thee.” As
they mounted higher, I heard one say,
* None shall pluck thee out of my hand,”
and I beard the other say, “ Thou holdest
by my right hand.” As still they rose
they continued the loving dialogue. I
will guide thee with mine eye,” said the
bright one; the other answered “ Thou
shalt guide me with thy counsel.” They
reached the bright clouds that separate
earth from heaven, and as they parted to
make way for the glorious One, he said, I
will give thee to sit upon my throne even
as I have overcome, and ‘sit upon my
Father’s throne,” and the other answered,
‘ And thou shalt afterward receive me to
glory.” Lo the clouds closed their doors,
and they were gone. Methought again
they opened, and 1 saw those two spirits
soaring onward bevond stars, and sun, and
moon; right up beyond principalities and
powers; on, beyond cherubim and sera-
phim; right on bevond every name that
18 named, until in that ineffible brightness,
dark with insufforable light, the awful
glory of the Deity whom eye cannot see,
both those spirits were lost, and there came
the sound of joyous hallelujahs from the
spirits which are before the throne, May
it be your lot and mine thusto be brought
up, for we are thus fallen; may it be ours
10 be thus caught up to the third heaven,
for we are thus broken and east down into
the lowest hell by nature. God give us
faith in Christ.  Faith in Christ—that s
the link, the bond, the tie. * Believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be

saved.” ¢ Lord, I believe, help thou mine
unbelief.”

—God’s Spirit acts on the feelings su-
pernaturally:on the judgment naturally,
through the written Word. No man can
claim a special illumination of opinion,
for all the truth is in Scripture, and any
supplement toit is false. But, no Chris-
tian but mustbe oconscions of God’s spe-
cial, auperuatural action on the feelings.
Truth is stationary and eternal; but we,
Who were afar off, are brought up to love and
know it through God’s constraining gracg,
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_ JOINING THE CHURCH.

Do men go to school because they know
#0 much, or because they know so little;
Do men go to a physician because they are
sick, or do they wait till they are well and
then go!  Yet to hear people speak of uni-
tiag with the Church one would suppose
that they thought it their duty (o stay out
till they were perfect, and then to joinit as
ornaments, They who are we:k, but who
wish strength;thay who are ignorant, but
hunger for knowledge; they who are un-
able to go alone, and need sympathy and
society to hold them up;they who are
lxme, and ueed crutches;in  short, they
who know the plague and infirmity of a
selfish heart, a worldly nature, a sinful life
and who desite aboveall things to be lifted
above them, have a preparation for the
Church. If you could walk without limp-
ing, why use aerutch atall; if you are
already good enough,why goiuto 1 Chureh;
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gelves; they mix up strangely faith and their
owa righteousuess; the mystety of .grace’

still hidden from them. Others_again, bui

upon a peace which they have felt once, but
which presently. escapes them; they rest on
what they experienced, and because they no
longer experience anything, they no longer be-
lieve “anything. Others, again, make their
peace depend on the degree of their sanctifi-
cation; when they see that they do not advanee,
or when they see others who pass them, they
are saddened, and their sadness takes away
their peace. We would like to engrave on
the heart of every one of them the words of
the apostle He ts our peace. Our peace is
' not first of all a state, it is first of all a Per-
son. It is Jesus Christ, it is His body cruci-
fied that is our peace. Seek your peace upon

the cross and no oue will take it from you.—
! It is the great fact of Calvary which contains
. and proclaims your peace.  What comes from
' us can never serve us a foundation, for other
‘ foundation can no man lay thun that is laid,
, which is Jesus Christ. Once founded on the
i Rock of Ages, we no longer look to our na-
. ture, It creates daily perplexities, but it is

but if you are 8o lime that a staffis a for these same perplexities that Jesus Christ
help, so intirm that company and ordinances is come, that once for all we might look to
will aid vou, then you have a right to the : Him, to His blood, to His righteousness, to
fellowship of the Chureh. To unite with | His word, aad to His promises. There is the
a Churci is not 1o profess that you are a Christ” who lives eternally, aud He is owr
saint, that vou are good, an 1 still less that  Peace

you are better than others Itis but a

public recounition of weakness and your

PRAYER ANSWERED.

spiritual necessities. The Churchisunot a
gallery for the better exhibition of eminent
Christians, but a school forthe education of

“Lord, save me.”—-MA'r'rl. xiv. 30.
A minister asked the maid at an ion in the
Netherlands if she prayed to God. She re-

plivd, “ She had scarce time to eat; how counld
ishe bave time to pray?” He promised to
give hier a little money, if, on his return, she
could assnre him she had meanwhile said three
words of prayer, night and morning. Only
three words and a reward caught her promise.
- He solemuly added, “ Lord, save me!” For
“ Why are there so many Christians who | a fortnight she said the words unmeaniogly;
have po true peace? We must go to the but one night she wondered what they meant,
8sources of life to find the cause. Leave aside | and why he bade her repeat them. God put
thq people of the world, in the vanity of life. ' it iuto her heart to look at the Bible, and see
It is clear that vanity cannot give peace. Do - if it would tell her.  She liked some verses,
not let us speak of those Christinns of the | where she opened, so well, that next morning
Ch“"?h whose foundation is their dead works. , she looked again, aud so on. When the good
Routine no more gives peace than vanity.— man weut back, he asked the landlord for her,
Let us speak of those who are traly awaken-  as a stranger served him. “Oh, sir, she got
ed. Why are there so many Christians in | too good for my place, and lives with_the
Whom there is verily a work of God, and ; minister!” So soou as she saw the minister
Who, notwithstanding, have no peace? For | at the door, she cried. #Is it you, blessed
Some, the reason is, that theystill sow among | man? I shall thank God through all eternity
ras.  They are disturbed, but they canuot | that I ever saw yon; I want not the money;
l!:solve to break with some special sin, nor to | I have reward enough for saying those words!”
¢ detached from this or that idol. It js their | She then described how salvation l.)y Jesug
Ot';le ed heart which takes away their peace. | Christ was taught ber by the Bible, i answer
74ere will draw peace from deptbs in them- | to this prayer.

imperfect ones, a nursery fur thecare of
weank ones, an hespital for the better healing
of those who need assiduous eare,

He Is our Peace.
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THE WEEK OF PRAYER. .

The world’s week of prayer is now over,
and we are glad to record that so far as we
have Jearned, it has been more generally ob-
served than on any previous occasion. Owing
to the manifest blessing which has followed
the exercise in some places in past seasons,
the week of prayer has become populari—
Some men who formerly were so strait-laced
by their own ideas of ecclesiastical forms, that
they could not take part in the recommended

gathering, have this year heen eon:trained to
join the throng of * God’s remembrancers”
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an example of keeping the law in alf its foree
and rigorous requirement. And il was not
lon g before he had an opportunity of putting
his precepts into practice. In this respect He
was the incomparable Teacher—while he
spake as never man spake; He acted gs never
man acted. He had said, * Qive to him that
asketh of thee,” Aud now when a great favor
is asked of himself, he does not hesitate or
scruple to grant it. He had said, “Doto
others as ye would that men should do uato
you;” and now when aun opportunily is given
to bim, he does not shut up his bowels of
compassion, but cheerfully put forth his divine
power toheal.  There came o Leper; what
compassion in Jesus even to permit a leper to
approach him. The Pharisee would have
said stand back for T am halier than thou ;

who bave been pleading for the out-pouring | do not come over to pollnte me with your
of the Holy Spirit on the world, tuncleanuess,  But Jesus did not rebuke him,

There is something wonderfully grandin the No! e permitted bim to approach. to
idea of Christians of every name, and in every | kneel, to worship him. Who wus this leper?
land wniting in the same supplications to the | Ove afflicted with that loathsome discase, the
throue of grace, at the same moment. It Ileprozsy; that disezse which no skill of man
is the best illustration we have had on earth | conld cure, which made him eceremonially
of the oneness of Christians, and the best em- unclean; shut him out from society; which in-

blem of the great family to be gathered at
last into the house of mapy mansions in
heaven. Like brothers aud sisters interested

in the family honour, they nnite around their
father's kuee to speuk to Him about what is
dear unto them all.

‘We expect to hear of gracious answers,—
We zlready know of partial revivals in con-
nection with these meetings and hope to hear
of additional instances.

L

THE LEPER.

Marra. viii, 1-3.
Jesus did not come to destroy the law, but

creased in virulenee and loathsomeness till
welcome death put an end to hislingering tor-
tures,

How cheerless his condition! But his misery
only nerves him to seek relief.  Ile comes to
Jesus ; “Lord,” he says, “ If thou wilt, thou
canst make me clean.” Lord, Hehas a percep-
tion of llis divinity. He sees through the
veil of His hamanity., e helieves in His
livine power to deliver him, Jesus put forth
Mis bund aud touched him, It'wasin former
times in England superstitionsly thonght, that
the touch of the king would cure certain skin
| diseases; King's evil, &e., and the kings of
England used to appoint certain days on which

to fulfil; and in his sermon on the mount, : those afflicted thus, mfg;ht come or be brought
which He spake as oune bhaving acthority, 1that they might get the beneflt of his touch.
enunciating with clearness, the breadth and | We cau fancy with what shrivking sensitive

spirituality of the moral law for ewr guidance,
he was at the same time giving the rule by
which he himsell demanded, to be judged.—
Not like the Pharisees, who laid upon the
people hard burdens and grievous to be borne,
but which they themselses would not touch
with one of their fingers. He himeelf, set us

| ness the king would put forth his baud to the
‘1 poor and afflicted objects of his favour ; and
we can also faocy, with what tender commis-
erntion Jesus would put forth his loving hand
to the poor leperat his feet.  Alas!alas! How
Ilonen wonld the scrofalous suppliants at the

king's gate, return with all their sores unbeal-
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ed: but at the potent word of Jesns, the fell
disease which had struck its roots deep into
the leper's vitals, fastened on his bones, and
with constrictor coils had bound him in every
link—the fell disease gave place. At the
word and touch of Jesus, of more excellent
virtue than the accolade of the mightiest
sovereign when he confers a knighthood—the
leper uprose restored.

How thankful we onght to be that e are
not afflicted with this loathsome, deadly mala-
dy, that our skins are not distigured with its
hideous blotches, that our joints are not en-
feebled and our limhs ynivering in the deadly
grasp of this oriental disease. But there is a
disease of which leprosy is but the symbol,
more hideous and destructive in jts effects,
more deadly in its character : that disease is
sin.  Leprosy is hereditary at least for several
gencrations.  Sin is also hereditary. Leprosy
shuts out its victim from the amenities of so-
cial life, from the sweet influences of home
and friendship.  Sin shuts ont from the favour
of God, and the fellowship of his people.

But Jesus isas able to deliver from the
leprosy of sin, as from the physical disease.
Let the sinner, however so guilty, or however
80 vile, o to Him with the leper’s faith and
the leper's prayer: “ Lord if thou wilt thou
caust make me clean,” he will find that he is
Dot oniy willing, but most willing. He waits—
He wearies to be gracious. We adnjire
the leper's fuith anq deep humility, and con-
trast it with the feeling of another leper,
who suid, “ Are not Abana and Pharpar rivers
of Dumnascus, better than all the waters of
Israel;” So in lise manaer, self-righteous pride
too often keeps many a sinner back trom
Jesus. It is ouly when we are thoroughly
€mptied of cell, and come to Jesus like the

boor leper, breathing the prayer so beautifully

xpressed in the well-known hymn:

*Just as I am, without one plea,
ut that thy blood was shed for me;
And that thou bidst me come to Thee,
v Lamb of (3od I come!

,'{."“t 881 am and waiting not, )
O veil my youl from one dark blot;

To thee whoge b
Ob, Lamb of ¢ 3:;(1 Icn:ot:;ai):w each spot,

The description has often been given of a

)
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certain place in Africa,: where the confirmed"
lepers were put within a walled enclosare never
again to get oit. A traveller viewed them
over the wall, aud saw two of them perform-
ing the simple operation of setting peas; one of
them dibbled the holes with his feet, but hav-
ing no hands ; he carried on his shonlders
another who had uot feet, who dropped in
the peas. Cheerless indeed, one may suppose,
was their lot, yet it was not without some alle-
viation for two Moravian Mlssionaries fired
with the true gospel spirit, consented to be
enclosed with them, never to come out; that
they might tell them of Him who aforetime
bad said. I will, be thouclean. But in the last
prison house, for impenitent sinners shut out
forever from the (ellowship of the holy and
just, no ray of hope shall ever enter, vor can
any alleviation ever be expericnced.

Then seck Him in earnest,

Amdseek Him i tine;

For they who seeic early shall find.

Ww. K.

oa -
ON THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD
AS SEEN IN THE INTRODUCTION OF CIR1ST-
IANITY INTO BRITAIN AMONG THE
ANGLO SAXON BTATES.

Epicurus believed in a God that took no
coguizance of the affairs oi earth, but the
god of Epicarus isnot éur God.  The God
of the Bivle has revealed himself as the
God of providence, sustaining and govern-
ing everything, from the weanest to the
mighticst. The bow drawn at a venturs
brought down a king, because Gol guided
the arrow thiough the air. The stone
from a strippling’s sling kitled the giant,
because God's hand send ity 1s the mes-
genger of death. In litle things and in
great, God is at the helm.  Itis God that
watches over that church for which the
world is preserved, and it is He wha nour-
ishes the wild-flower in the desert, of
which the world knews nothing. He
guided that ark, which buffeted the waters
of the deluge, and it is ho who pilots the
Nautilus in its shell canoa. But who cia
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declare his works, for his .ways are past
finding out, and his .footsteps not knowa.
Circumscribed. humanity ceu .neither scan
nor understand :them perfectly. Man's
puny :intellect can grasp but a fragment
of the worksof Deity, and it perceives only
the most obvious of his doings. But al-
though he is a'God that hideth himself,
we can nevertbeless trace bis footprints
both in the wide spread volume of creation,
and in the records of revelation and history.
We see creation, in all its forms, returning
a revenue of glory and adoration to his
throne. And in the book of revelation—
the account of God's dealings with his
church, we have a vast commentary on
God's overruling providence spread out
before us. In profane history, we have
repeated instances of the same power exer-
cised to defeud und promote the interests
of that community. It is to a single in-
stance we are now to turn our attention—
the christianizing of Britain in 598. That
the providence of God was here eminently
manifested appears when we consider—

L—THE EVENTS PREPARATORY TO ITS
INTRODUCTION.

In the march of events connected with
Britain, from the earliest notices of it up
to Anglo Saxon times, we see providence
paving the pathway of the gospel chariot.
To us the process may seem slow, and the
chain of events broken, but to him who
sees the end from the beginning, and to
whom athousand years are but as one day
all 13 but one vast plan. With the scanty
information of these times, that remaivs to
us, we cannot fail even at the mere recital
of the facts, to be struck with the beautiful
manifestation of an overruling providence.
The Messiahuic prophet had foretold that a
prince would appear, and that the Isles
should wait for bis law. Now even before
this great deliverer had arrived upon earth,
preparations are made for the fulfilment of
this prophecy. Britain, an island of the
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sea is ateeped in idolatey, basketfuls of her
sons and of her daughters are profusely
offered in impious rites, to appease the gods
of their bigotry and fancy. Remorseless
tyranuy unconsciously is made the instru-
ment in the fulfilment of God’s designa.
Rome flushed with ambitious pride, and
determined to make the empire of the eagle
synonymous with the world, casts the co-
vetous eye of conquest across the Gallic
straits. The project of invasion is formed,
and legion after legion leave Gaul for Brit-
ain. The people are vanquished-—their
groves of oak, the scenes of unhallowed
revelry destroyed, and Druidism, that deep-
rvoted system of heathenism, is abolished.
Civilization succeeds te barbarism, know-
ledge to ignorance, and Christianity to
superstition. But Kome, which providence
had used like Assyria of old as his sword
to sinite, is now, like that proud empire,
made to bow to the power it had so often
impiously defied. The empire totters to
its fall, and Great Britain is abandoned by
its armies. Having overthrown the super-
stition of the island, and communicated
the utmost of their enlightenment to the in-
habitants, the Romans are by provideuce
recalled, and a race energetic and intrepid
take their place. This wasthe Saxon race
who required only to receive a right direc-
tion to their energies to make them con-
gpicuous among the nations, and serviceable
in the cause of religion. This true Christ-
ianity alone could effeet, and, that of the
Britons baving degenerated, a fresh impulse
was required, and accordingly we find it

given in the second introduction of Christ-
innity, or that which happened in the time

of the Saxons.

IL— THE PLACE AND TIME,

The place was Britain, at that time an
insiguificant island, where Woden was rec-
koned lord supreme, and Jupiter, Saturn,
and a numerous host of other gods, were
logked up to for assistance by a benighted
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but enterprising race.  Druidism, that an-
ciont and complicated system of idolatry
bad been doneaway with. The greater
part of Europe was plungedin paganism,
and the Saxons in Britain had become
weary of their unsatisfactory religion, which
led its votaries blindfolded through life, and
left them at its close to leap into the dark
unknown. The choice then of such a peo-
Ple at such a time undoubtedly goes to
prove that God rules the nations, and it
illustrates to us his wisdom in so doing.
Was it design in the Carthaginians chouvs-
ing an island contiguous to the shore, as
the emporium of their merchandise, or in
the Monks of luter times in establishing
their focus of action at Iona and Lindis-
farne? Eiery one knowsthatit was. And
do we not see the same design, upon a
more gipantic scale, in the selection of
Britain #s the centre wh-uce Christianity
was to radiate. Man could not have sel-
ected a fitter pluce as his rallying point
for the propagation of the gospel, either in
primitive or in present times. Britain is
baturallv alliel to no country, but can
freely communicate, and does hokl inter-
course with all.

IIL—THE IMMEDIATE CAUSBES WHICH LED
TO IT8 INTRODUCTION AND THEIR 8U CCESS.

Here as in countless other instances, God
makes tha wrath of man 1o praise him, by
overruling evil for good. Here alo he
makes causes the most trivial result in con-
Bequences the most momentous.  The nar-
Tative requires only to be sketched to show
this. In a warlike incursion into Britain
about the beginning of the sixth century,
but by whom we are not told, the country
was laid waste, and many of its inhabit-
ants seized and carried captive, to be dis-
Posed of as slaves in the cities of Europe
—10 increase the coffers of the invader.—
Amongst these were some young Anglo-
Saxon boys, who were transported to
- Bome, o be exhibited in the forum, and
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oold to the highest bidder. Made a spas-
tacle to the populace and an article of traf-
fic to the slave-dealer, they were seemingly
uncared for and vunpitied. The lash of
their drivers and the jeers of pussers-by
were all that greeted their ears.  Without a
friend, and without a home, there they stood
forgotten and forlorn in the streets of the
city of the Casars. Ambition had been
roused to draw thesword from its sheath to
capture them,—inhmnanity incited to en-
chain and enslave them, and avarice prompt-
ed to barter and sell them, but all were but
conspiring to work out the mighty behests
of beaven. M.un had brought them there
as slaves, but Providence had led them
there that their race might be set free.—
Man had brought them there that they
might be sold, Providence had led them
there that their race might be saved.  And
how is this to be aceomplished?  Is there
any one amony the proud, free-born citi-
zens of the capital of the world, that will
sympathize with a few Saxon slaves from
the distant proviuce of Deira? We would
not expect 8o, but Jet the story speak. A
nobleman in passing throu:h the forum
sces some slaves standing there. Curi-
osity draws him towards them ; their
ruddy countenances and beautiful appear-
ance arrest his attention, he enquires into
their history.  Learning that they are
Anglos, and that they and their country-
meu are idolaters, who worship the trees,
the rocks and the sireams, bis heart is
melted towards them. It grieves him to
think that such pictures of the human
race lie in spiritual darkness, and he ae-
cordingly resolves to exert himself in their
behalf. That every opportunity may be
afforded him for performing his project of
mercy, Providence raises him to the Pope-
dom, and that too, in a manuer worthy of
notice. Natural agents are employel to
bring about great rational ends. The
Tiber is made to overflow its banks,—
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Rome ‘s intmdated—provisions spoiled ! wisdom and that power that exteeds man's;

and wasted —famine and pestilence ensve
~—~Pelagiug, the ruling pope, falls a victim
fo the fatal malady, and Gregory, already
fumed for learuing, piety, humanity and
liberality, is called at this critical period
from the cloister to the vatican, and al-
though of a weak and sickly coustitution,
is spared while thousands are dying around.
The means of accomplishing his design
are now placed within his reach, but pres-
sure of business hinders him from engaging
perzonally in his fondly cherished enter-
" prise, His scheme, however, was not to
be foiled for it was God that put it into
his heart, and it was God that led him
then to choase out for the great work,
Augustine, the monk—-a man of powerfal
mind, and decisive character, determined
gither to live or die in the cause of Christ.
Aceordingly we find Gregory not long after
his elevation to the papal chair, despatelr
ing him and forty monks with the glad
tidings of mercy to the Anglo-Saxon race.
But how can he execute his mission? He
and his associates are entirely ignorant of

as the heaten is high above the earth, he
has reached the clitnax of folly, who woald
venture to aver. The very circumstance of
these missionaries landing in Kent, at that
time the predominant state, shows of itself
the wisdom of Providence. If it was
Providence that lit. up the eastern star, and
fed the wise men of old to Jernsalem,
Israel’s capital, lefore leading them to
Bethlehem which was litde among the
thousands of the land, then it was Provis
dence that led Awgnstine and his forty
monks first to Kent, then the most power-
fal state from which it could be more
easily diffused than from any other.  And
in its diffasion threughont the Jand the

i finger of God is no less marvellously seen.

He who hath the hearts of kings in his
hands and who turmeth them even as the
vivers of water raises up iufluence in its
favour, in the kings of Kent and Essex,
who are soon converted to the Christian re-
ligion. But the power of Providence i3
still further displayed, in proving the truth
of the assertion concerning God’s word,

the language of Britain. Here ngain Pro- | that it is quick and powerful.  These early
vidence steps forth as the hreaker up of | heralds of Christianity landed and uplifted

their way. Brunehaut, the idolatrous and
vicious queen of France, to serve her own
ends, favours and befriends the enterprise,
and furnishes them with interpreters,
through whose assistance they may be
enabled to fuifil their mission. But furthar
they are not «to land amongst idolaters
without a friend, a royal patron has been
sent before them in the person of Bertha,
daughter of Charibert, king of the Franks,
who previous to her marriage with Fithel-
bert of Kent, had been assured of the en-
joyment of the Christian religion in the
jand of her adoption, Thus when the
heralds of the cross landed on the shores

of Kent they were favourably received,
and their wanta provided for. That all
this was merely fortuitous or resulted from

|

1

a gorgeous cross of silver, to gain the
crowds; but God exhibited that cross,
which on the hill of Calvary had been the
instrament of ignominy and shame, to win
men’s hearts,  Man's_philanthropy aimed
at a nominal change in all.  The Grace of
heaven accomplished a spiritual change in
many.  Human zeal sought the recognition

. of ecelesiastical authovity, but Providence

secured the salvation of souls, and added
to the Church daily of such as shall be
saved. If we follow the history of the
spread of Christianity among the different
states, we can also trace the operations of
a God of Providence. Redwald, the pagan
king of East Anglia, pays a visit to the
court of Kent, His own selfish motives
have inatigated the journey. And if he

anything else than the interposition of that | did not, like Saul in the olden fine, find »
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Ringdom by the way, he heard of some-
thing better—he was iustructed in the

knowledze of the true one God, and he
returned to tell his subjects of Jesus and
the cross. ‘That the good news may still
be wafted northward, the youthful Edwin
of Deira is driven from his dominions, by
the rude hand of an usurper, that he may
become acquainted with the Christian re-
ligion, and bave the idols of his heart de-
throned, while he seeks for refuge in the
south. At length Lleing raised to tbe
throne of Nortbumbria, Providence again
makes passion subservient to its ends. He
marries a Christian prineess of Kent, who
along with her favourite ecclesiastic succeed
in establishing the religion of Christ in the
north. And the mupver in +which this
was effected, leads us to say with Egypt's
magicians, « This is the finger of God.”—
Anb august conclave of nobles, councillors,
and priests are assémbled at *“The home
of the protection of the gods,” to consider
the question whether shatl Christianity or
paganisin trivmph.  The side of paganism
is keenly advocated when Paulinus stands
up, like Elijah amid the prophets of Baal,
aud Loldly contends for the eause of trath.,
Hosts are against him, but He that is with
biwn is miightier than they.  God was pre-
sent iu that assemlly, and the bitterest
foes of Cliristianity are changed iato
friends. The high priest, whom we would
have expected least of all, is heard ackuow-
ledging the vauity and absurdity of that

religion to which he owed his honors, his |

]ivelihood, and Lis influence. The assein-
bled muliitudes are conviuced, aud soon
after temples of idolatry are razed to the
ground, and Clristian churches 1eared in
their plices, Like the leaven in the para-
ble, Clnistiz\nity soon spread from state to
state, until the wholo was leavened wish
gopsl truth,  Frror awd superstition
~gradually lost hold of the minds of the

-people, While thig toreh of truth lightg&

o7
up the gloom that former ages had only
tended to thicken. Barbarism set and
civilization dawned. Iguorance retired,
while knowledge advanced. Necromancy,
soreery, and witcheraft died in “the land,
and arts and scfences were born. Rude-
uess gave way before refinement. Those
who had formerly been famed for depravis
ty Lecame models of virtue, and holiness.
And where formerly the shield and the
spear were uplified, was now boroe the
banner of the cross. Righteousness rejgn-
ed where wickedness had previously tyran-
nized, and amid the valeys of England
where, a few years before, had echoed only
the horn of the hunter, and the clarion of
war, there was now heard the’melody of
praise. These who bad in vatn called to
the rocks and the hills for assistance now
looked up iu fuith to that God, who exist-
ed before the mountains were brought
furth, for that religion, which alone can
satisfy the eravings of the human soul,
and which alone can raise a nation to true
greatness, had taken root in the land.. And
all its subsequent history up to the present
time, has gone to prove that the God of
Providence has and ever shall watch over
its destinies. Foes may have kincled fires
around it with revenge, and implicable
batred, but like the bush that Moses saw
on Horeb, it is pot eonsumed; it still
flonriskes and grows. And Great Britain
has felt as Obed Edom the Gittite did,
when the ark rssted in his house, blessing
and prosperity attend her, for it is a law to
which there is no exception, The nation
that honowrs Qod, He will honour.

X Y Z

Come forth out of "T'sy royal clrambers, ©
Prince of all the kings of the earth; put on the
visible robes of Thy imperial majesty; take vp.
that unlimited sceptre which Thy - Almighty
Father hath bequeathed Thee; for. now the
voice of Thy Bridecslls Thee, and all creatuzea
G (e e el

Y
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' Objections, taken from Want of
Power to Believe and Unfruit-
fulness, Answered.

Object. Although I be not excluded
from the benefit of the new covenant, yet
it i8 not in my power to belizve on Christ;
for faith isthe gift of God, and above the
strength of flesh and blood.

Answer. It is true, that saving faith,
by which alone a man caun heartily close
with God in Christ, is above our power, and
is the gift of God, as we said before in
the premises; yet remember, 1. The Lord
has left it as a duty upon all who hear this
gospel, cordially by faith, to close with his
offer of emlvation through Christ, as is
clear in the Scripture. And you must
know, that although it be not in our power
to perform that duty of ourselves, yet the
Lord may justly condemn us for not per-
forming it and we are inexcusable; be-
cause at first he made man perfectly able
to do whatsoever he should command.—
2. The Lord commanding this thing which
is above our power, wills us to be sensible
of our inability to do the thing and
would have us to put him towork it in us.
He has promised to give the new heart,
and he has not excluded any from the
benefit of that promise. 3. The Lord
uses by these commands and invitations,
and men's meditations on them, and their
supplication about the thing, to couvey
power to the soul to perform the duty.
Therefore for answer to the objection,
entreat thee, in the Lord's name,to lay to
beart these his commandments and pro-
mises, and meditate on them, and upon that
blessed business of the new covenaut, and
pray unto God, as you can over them,
«for he will be enquired of, to do these
things,” and lay thy cold heart to that
device of God, expressed in the Scripture
and unto Christ Jesus, who is given for a
covenant to the people, and look to him
for life and quickening. Go and ‘endésvor
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to be pleased with that salvation in the way
God offers it, and to close with and rest
on Christ for it, as if all were in thy power;
yet looking to him for the thing, as knowing
that it must come from him; and if thou do
80, “he who meets those who remember
him in his ways” will not be wanting
on his part; and thou shalt not have
ground to say, that thou movedst towards
the thing until thou couldst do no more
for want of streogth, and so left it at
God’s door; it shall not fail on his part,
if thou have a mind for the business; yes,
I may say, if by all thou hast even heard
of that matter, thy heart Joves it, and de-
sires to be engaged with it, thou hast it
already performed within thee: so that
difficulty is past before thou wast aware of
it.

Object. Many who have closed with
Christ Jesus, as has been stated, are still
complaining of their leanness and unfruit-
fulness, which makes my heart Iay the less
weight on that duty of believing.

Answer. 1f thoube convinced that it
is a duty to believe in Christ, as jhas been
stated, you wmay not refuse it under any
pretence.  As for those complaints of
soire who have looked after him, not ad-
mitting every one to be judge of his own
fruit, I say,

1. Many, by their jealousies of God's
love, and their unbelief, after they have so
closed with God, obstruct many pre-
cious communications, which otherwise
would be let out to them: “ And he did
not many mighty works there, because of
their unbelief.”

2. It cannot be that any whose heart is
gone out after Christ *have found him a

wilderness.” Surely they find somewhat in
their spirit swaying them towards God in
these two great things, namely, how to be
found in him in that day: « Yea, doubtless,
and I count all things but loss for the ex-
céllency of the kuowledge of Christ Jesss
my- Lotd; for’ who 1 have sutferéd’ thie
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Yoss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Christ, and be found
in him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteous-
ness which is of God by faith:” and how
to show forth to his praise in the land of
theliving. ¢ Deal bountifully with thy ser-
vant that I may live and keep thy word ;"
* Wilt thou not deliver my feet from falling
that I may walk before (God in the land of
the living.” They find these two things
aloft im the soul, and that is much., More-
over they shall, after search, if they judge
aright, ever find such an emptiness ir the
creatures, that abundance of the creaturs
cannot fill up: all is vanity, only God can
fill the empty room in their heart; and
when hebut breathes a little, there is no
room for additional comfort from creatures,
Thus God has captivated the man, and
has fixed that saving principle in the un-
derstanding and heart. “Who is God but
the Lord? worship him all ye gods.”—
Yea further, those whose heart has closed
with God in Christ as has been said, will
not deny that there have been seasonable
preventings and quickenings now and then,
when the soul was likely to fail. * For
thou preventest me with the blessings of
thy goodness.” «When I said, my foot
8lippeth, thy merey, O Lord, held me up,
In the muititude of my thoughts, within
e, thy comforts delight my soul. There-
fore, let none say that there is no fruit
following, and letnone neglect their duty
upon the unjust and groundless complaints
of others,

LONGING FOR LIFE.

It is not death but life that we long for
Wwhen we sigh to flee away and be at rest.

" When we think of the grave, of the chill
and ghastliness of death, we cannot say

that we are so willing to try it; but when

we leap the grave, sink the very memory
of it, and land safe over in heaven, then,
Jndeed, are we ready, ay, longing to depart.

How.skilfully does Paul sail past the two
unpleasing points,without touching too hard
ou either: «J¢ jg not that we would be un-
clothed, but that we would be clothed upon.’

It isnot desirable to be borne away aﬁne.
to lie aud moulder in the cold,dsmp grave;
but it is desirable, as soon as inay be, to en-
ter henven. : .

49
THE PAINTED SHIP.

‘While standing at the wharf of a quiet har-
bour, looking at the shipping which lay at
anchor, we heard a young lady remark to u
friend, “That nbicely painted Spip I would
choose for a sail across the sea.” He replied,
“ I would not, but prefer the dark old vessel

near it. For that handsome ship i3 unsafe;
her timbers are rotten. She had been newly
painted.”

Very suggestive, we thought, of practical
truth. There are painted ships on all seas.
Upon the waters of life they are gaily sailing
to eternity with an inward decay which will
yield to the storm -that awaits every mortal
mariner.

In the church the formalist seems to himself
and to others bound to the celestial shore;
but alas, he is a painted ship, whose timbers
are worthless, and will go down when the
tempest comes. Out of the sacred fellowship
of the saiuts, the moralist sails in a similar
bark, with different colours only; and hopeless
wreckage is near.

How much of human existence, hope, and
destiny, is represented in that painted shipl—
How little, by the unpretending and solid
worth ofthe sailor’s home, floating 0.1 the same
tide.

But there comes to the ear no sound of the
disaster as the light forms of decay go down
on the lee shore of despair; no shout of wel-
come and rapture, as the barks of infinitely
precious freightage reach their desired haven,
where the weary are at rest.—British Paper.

Tuiskine AND DreaMing. Many men
fancy they think, when the real truth is,
they are ouly dreamiug. The trees which
the wind stirs by theside of a still lake,
and the clouds which float over the lake's
bosom, may leave their impressions on its
surface, so long as there issunlight enough
to permit it, but because the lake thus has
its empression, it does not therefore think.
And even 8o, though the mind is of sucha
nature as to be atfected in 2 measure by
outward objcets, and thoughts about these
objects—corresponding to reflections or
shadows cast upon the water—pass through
us often enough; yet as our minds are fre-
quently quite passive all the while, it would
be quite incorrect to apeak of them in such
acase as thinking. . To.think &5 to deal
with an idéa actively, andas having to
some extent 3 control over it. To*dream
into lot an ides do what it will with ua

\
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ADVERTISEMENT OF A LOST DAY,

Lost! lost! Jost!
A gem of countless price,
Caut from the living rock,
And graved in Paradise;
Set round with three times eight
Large diamonds, clear and bright,
And each with sixty smaller ones,
All changeful as the light.

Lost!—where the thoughtless throng
Iu fashion’s mazes wind,

‘Where thrilleth folly’s song,
Leaving a sting behind;

Yet to my hand ‘twas givn
A golden harp to day,

Such as the white-robed choir attune
'I'o deatlless minstrelsy.

Lost! lost! lost! .
1 feel all scarch is vain;
That gem of countless cost
Can ne'er be mine agad.
1 offer no reward, .
For till these heart-strings sever,
1 kuow that heaven-entrusted gift
1s reft away for ever.

But when the sea aud land
Like burniug scroil have fled,
‘I see it in His haud
! Who judgeth quick and dead.
And when of scathe and loss
"I'hat man can ne'er repuil ‘
The dread inguiry meets my soul,
W hat shall it auswer there?
Mis SIGOURNHY,

e @ >

GTR.EAT STATESMAN AXD A QON-
A SERVATOR OXN Till WINE
QUESTION.

The company being scated at the table, Mr,
Clay pourcd out two glasses of \\‘xflx(e, and
passing them to Mr. Dodge, reanars ed, in
tones sufficivntly loud for all to heuwrs

« Mr. Dodge, let us pledge ourselves in a
glass of wine?’

Without touching the glass
Plhe%xcusc me Mr. Clay, I am a Stl‘yl('t teeto-
taller, and with your permission I'll pledge
you in what is maore cmblcmatlcul qf the
purity of true friendship a glass of pure
water:) .

Mr. Clayslowly replaced tke glass of wine
wpon the table scanned with Lis eaglfe eyes

Mr. Dodge re-

GOOD

the features of his guest and discovering no
cxpression but that of perfect respect, reach- |
od across the corner of the table, grasped the
pani of his honest fricnd and exclaimed:

.. « Mr Dodge, 1-honcr youy principles'—and
then laughingly sdded— but can't say that

T adggire your tastes

Levermogg.-ﬂdmrd Trein

NEWS.

Mr. Dodge, with his usual promptaess of
retort! replied: o .

¢But is it not the doctrine that our orators
are daily teaching us, Mr. Clay, to throw
aside taste for primciples?’

Amid the shouts of laughter that followed,
Mr. Clay exclaimed:

¢ Handsomely turned, Charles move the
wine from the table.

8. Jonxn's EpistLrs.—The Epistles of
St. John present the phenomenon of the
very simplest langunge in which it is
possible that buman thought can be arrang-
ed. Writing to his * little children,” the
Apostle writes as a little child, or father
whose latest days are most like his
eariiest; whose ripened manhood has re-
gained the love and tenderness of childhood ;
the faith that is most free from hesitation,
the ubedience that is most.free from restraint.
And yet in those sentences, simple as they
are, are couched thoughts whose wondertful
vastness render these epistles probably the
wmost difficult of all:—tbey show, in fact,
like Alpine summits, whose white, dazaling
brightness appears in close proximity, when
really they tower far away in serenest air.

THE LOWLY CHRISTIAN AND HIS
' BIBLE.

What hath the meanest cottager to fear,
whut the most laborious workman to com-
plain of, when possessed of this Divine com-
panion? Who shall unravel this ftinl dream
of existence, and show it to be a dispensation
of God, full of mercies and of comforts? And
the Scriptures which farnish his cottage, will
be instead of palace ornaments and noble
visitzuts, and furnish a better cdde to guide
him than the formulary of any court; and his

joys and sorrows awake us deep un interest

in the miud of our common Father, as those
of royalty; and the incidents, and changes,
and catastroples of his cottage scenes are as
weli recorded in the Bouk of God's remem-
brance, as the transactions of an empire; and
he hath the faculty of extiucting honey from
the bitterest weed in his haimble field of ex-
istence; and though the bed of his distress
may be durk, lonely, and unattended, the
bosom of his Redeemer is his pillaw, and the
shadow of llis wings his covert; and augels
that have not fallen beckon him to the house
not made with hands, eternal in the beavens,
where is fulness of jay, and pleasuree for

g :
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- 8abbath School Lessons.
JANUARY, 25. 1863

THE TWELVE INSTRUCTED.—
Matt. x. 5—42.

The names of the twelve disciples are
given in the second, third, and fourth verses,

. In verse second, they are called the ¢ twelve

apostles.”  They were first disciples, i.e.
learners, before thev were agostles, f.c.,
persons sent out to teach others. 1t ig only
those who are tanght of Christ, who are cap-
able of teaching others aught; 1 John 1. 3.

The apostles were rent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Isracl. The time bad
not arrived for the gospel to be preached to
the Gentiles, and therefose this limitation
was temporary,

On the eve of Christ's ascension, He gave
authority to preach the gospel to all nations,
Matt. xxviji. 19 Though the children of
Israel had i structors, they were. neverthe-
less as“lost sheep ” wandering away from
God to destruction, Matt. xxv, 13. This is
the sad condition of every natural man,
1 Peter ii. 26.

The apostles were sent forth to preach,
The subject they were appointed to preach,
was the one on which John the Baptist
preached, Y att. iii. 2. Tt was also the sub-
ject of our Lord’s preaching when He com-
menced his public ministry, Matt. iv. 17.
This subject was fitted and no douht design-
ed,to counteract the notions of the people as
to the nature of the Messiah's kingdom, John
vi. [5. By comparing Luke ix. 2 with verse
6th, it will be observed that the phrase “ the
kingdom of heaven,” is the gospel. How
important then i8 the belief of the truth.
Mark xvi. I,

With the. preaching they were to work
Miracles, without fee or reward, Acts viii.

" 18. They were to go forth without meat

Or money, or a supply of garments. Being
thereby taught to live:a lifc of faith on the
8on of God. '

The Lord gave them directions as to pro-

curing suitable accomodation, v. 2. They
were to abide with the worthy. While they
were to geek and save the lost, they were
Mot to gssociate with such. They were to
ein one house that the people might
know where to find them. They were not
p seek to force any one to receive them, as
hrist loves only willing services.
Leayr were to be careful about their conduct.
*AT0 1, That the great work of a minister
f{S??tutOdo good. He is sent to seek
q i' €ep. His life is meant to be one of
g ;“’i' :‘:h_er ttb;: receivin%.i
- 1%,  ost dangerous thing to neglect
?he.ﬂmml ,thhe;gospe]. It shall pﬁove
* more Wffib!e“for the 1and of Bodom and
Gomorrah ™ in- th day’ of judgment $hian

for those who have heard of Christ and not
believed on him.

3. Those that would do good to souls must
be moderate in their expectations. They
‘must not think that universal success wiil
attend their labours. ‘

February 1st,1863.

THE INTERCESSOR~—Exop. xxxiii. 1-23

1. Gop’s MESSAGE.TO THE PEOPLE. The
peoplehad committed a great sin.  They were
guilty of a most flagrant breach of the second
commandment and as sin is “ the abominable
thing which God hateth,” his message to them
was consequently oue of displeasure.  Depart
and go up hence.—Sinai was the place wher:
God was to set up his tabernacle, and where
he was to institute his worship. These things
had not yet been done. "I'he command, there-
fore to advance implied that the Israelites had
rendered themselves uaworthy of the honoars
which GGod had designed to confer upon them.
They stripped themsclvesof their ornaments.
In token of great shame and humilintion.—
The Tabernacle of the congregation,.~—
Where not only Moses but all who wished it
might have the privi eze of seeking the Lord.
All the people rose up, to show their respect
for Moses, whom they had but lately slighted,
their repentance for their sin, and their anxiety
concerning the issue. i

2. Moses’ INTERCEssION. In hig interces-
sion Moses pleads. 1. The favonrs which
he himself had received from God. 2. That
Israel was God’s peculiar people—tkis nation
is thy people—thereforr God would be the
more willing to receive them back to his favour
as the father the prodigal son, who has offend-
ed him. 3. That (od may be glorified
amongst the nations; v. 16. Moges again
prevailed; v. 17, Aund in like manner the
Father answers the prayers. which our great
High Priest makes coutinually on behalf of

; his Church. I beseech thec show me thy glory
—Moses may have desived this as a confirma-
i tion of the favorable result of his intercession:
i 1 will make all my goodness pass before
| thee, §-c. God's glory shines no where more
! conspicuous than on Calvary—in free, sover-
eign mercy to self-ruined sinners. I will put
i thee in a cliftof the rock—lovely image of
the man in Christ. O that each of us may be
placed in the clift of that rock, that we may
uninjured, and with delight, behold “ the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

“Hid in the rock clift be thy name,
Thy power and all thy goodness shown.

Learn 1. Thatitis our sinswhich scporate
between us and God. Upon the #in of the
Tsraelites, God withdrew the visible foken of
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his presnce from wmobg them. And, be
. lievers, on account of their sins, have often to

wourn the hidings of their Father's face—
Would we bave stronger assurance of his
gracious preseuce, we must walk more humbly,
more prayerfully, with our God~—1 John
iii. 24.

2. That God graciously meets the repen-
tant sinner. Assoon as the Israelites gave
signs of repentance, the Lord again established
a correspondence with them, Lut without the
camp. He did not yet come iuto their midst.

owerful and ever

Jer. jv. 1.
3. If we sin, we have a

revalent Intercessor wit[ the Father. " In

im the Father is well pleased. Through
Christ, God can be both merciful and just, in
forgiving the sinner. In Christ all God's
promises whether of forgiveness or fuvour,
though these promises are infinitely higher
than buman heart can nouceive, are all, Yea,

“and. Amen: 2 Cor. 1. 20.

4. That we should pray both for ourselves
ond others. Mozes did not rest sutisficd with
the assnrance of Grod’s favour towaeds himself,
he implored his mercy on hehalf of his coun- !
trymen. Huve we tasted that (God is gracious? !

Have we expericned the sweet sunshine of -
his love? O then let us humbly plead for
our dear relutives, for our neighbourhood, and
for our nation; Mart. vi 93 Row. ix. 2-3.
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marriage feast of thekihg's #ox, were cofsumed
with fire from beaven. What is your life, that
you should trustin it; is it not even a vapour
that speedily passeth away? What secarity
have you that heaven will warn you before.
hand, or that heaven will help you to repent-
ance whenever you pleage?, Whll the resolation
of your mind gather strength as your other
faculties of body aud mind decay? Wil sin
grow weaker by being a while longer indulged,
or God grow more friendly by being a while
longer spurned, or the (Fospel more persnasire
by being a while longer set at nought? I
urge you, beware of that thief of time, Pro-
crastination. T'his day is as convenicnt as to-
morrow; this day is yours, to-morrow is not;
this day is a day of mercy, to-morrow may be .
a day of doom.

But the work is not the work of o moment’

that it should be put off like the making of a
will, or the writing of a furewell epistle, It
is the work of a lifetime, and too great a work
for a lifetime. And if St Puul. after sach
ceaseless labours and unwearied contentiong
with his nature, had still his anxieties, and
speaks of the righteous as being hardly or

5, Thut we should earnesily covet still
Jurther manifestations of the Divine glory.
1t is but little the most eminent saints know
of it here; for who con fathom the infinite? |
Indeed, it is irot unreasonable to suppose that
glorified spirits and angels will ever be receiv-
ing new revelations of the Divine perfections
throughout eteinity.

We may expect to rise in our knowledge
of God by a diligert and prayerful study of
the Word, especially of the character of our
blessed Lord, who was “God manifest in the |
flesh,” whe was “ the brightness of His glory,”
and by every additional discovery let us seek
to be trausformed into the same image, rising
from glory to glory by the Spirit of the Lord.
1 Cor. xv. 49; 2 Cor. iii. 18.

T0 ALL WHO DELAY SEEKING
THEIR SOULS SALVATION.

Disbelieve you canuot; brave it out you
dare uot; then must you hope, at some more
couvenient season, to reform. ' So hoped the !
five virgins who slnmbered and slept without
oil in their lamps; and you know how they
fared. Neither have you forgotten how the
merchant, and the farmer, aud the sons of
pleasure, who refused the invitation to the

with difficaity saved, how d» youdare to defer
it from time to time as a thing that can at any
season, and in any space, be parformed?

And, oh heavens! is Gud thus to be entreat~
ed by His creatures—are tuey to insist, for
their own convenience, and put offthe honoyr
of His frieudship from time to time, preferring
this indulgence, that engagemeut, and trifling
down right with His proffered invitationa?—
And being thus put off, will the Kiug of the

! Universeendureit patiently? Yes; He endures

it patiently—that is, He leaves you to your<
selves, and does not cut you off with prompt
and speedy vengeance. But He leaves you
to yourselves; and every refusal hardens you
a little more, and every resistance closes up
another avenue of grace, and every postpone-
ment places further off the power of acceptance;
and though God changeth not His mercy, we
change our capacity of mercy, cooling more
and more, hardening more and more, till old
age, with its lethargy and fixed habits, steals
on apace, and feeble-mindedness, and sickness,
which brings with it the routine of sick-bed

| attendance; but little or no repentance, no op-

portunity for pew obedience, no space for try-
ing the spirit we are of—and death to such a
penitent becomes a leap in the dark; but as
such penitents are rare or never, death to such
procrastinators rivets up the closing avenues
of grace, and presents him to the judgment
wat, fixed, fiaished, and incarable. .
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BY RRV. H. B. WRAY, MOWN MISSION.

@ When a few years are come, then I
whall go the way whence I shall not return,”
waJo#, xvi, 22.

1I. Eternity. Just consider that our
eternal state, so far as we are concerned, is
determined in time. all that is needful for
the soul must be accomplished in time; as
the tree falleth so will it ie. For there isno
work, nor device, nor knowlelve in the

ve whither thou goest. If vou are to

Christiaus, and live with Christ through-
out eternity, you must be Christ's in time.
‘While Protestants reject the Romish notion
of a Purgatory, too many of them live as
if they believed in some metamorphosing

rocess after death which will turn tares
nto wheat, goats into sheep, and dead into
living stones. .

Now, when vou consider the importance
of the work before each of vou, think you
the time which you have to live <o long,
that you can defer the work of your souls,
salvation, or that I have been tedioasly
particular in these details; or think you
that I have been saying harsh things
merely for the sake of sayimg them, giving
expression to disagreeable truths, merely for
the sake of pulpitetfeet.  Why have [ been
thus tedious in pointing out these things, is
it not because when a few years are come,
you mugt go the way whence you shall net
return ; because the time is short, the Lord
isat baad, death isat hand, julgment is at
hand. O, how short is the time for the
two great works of life, repentance to-
wards God and faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ.  S.on, very soof the time for
pardon wil: be gone, soon time may end
and the Lord may come suddenly at mid-
Wight, as the light ing, as a thief in the
wight. Soon may the mighty angels swear
that there sl:all be time no longer. The
%%0ond coming of Christ is the Scripture
@ppeal.  What I say unto you, I say unto

» Wateh, for ye know not the.day mor
the hour wheq (he Son of man cometh.—
nfidels may geoff and ask where is the
Promise of his coming? The Lord by his
: gives us a clear reason for the delay,
a Pet:; iii. 8, 9, :

@ tirse before us is not onl
B itelf, but ‘aleo mmn,’ ..;"‘ﬁ
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when measured by the magnitude of the
work which we have to do, shall we not
then, Christians, begin in earnest to set our
house in order, shall we not be vigilant,
sober and watch unto prayer, shall we not
examine ourselves, give all diligence to
make our calling and election sure. If wa
are calling upon God in prayer, striving
against all sin, shunning the very appear-
ance of evil, we are to hope that God has
ealled us into the marvellous light of the
Gospel,

“The man that calls himself elect,
And yet can sin endure,

That he’s not chosen may suspect,
That he’s not called be sure.”

2. In all eandor, T must confess my
fears that Christ bas yet to be embraced
by many of you. You may be ready to
say that will not take long, we have only
to believe in Christ, that is true; but ex-
perience shows that a whole hie is often
too short for that work.,  You have man
hard struggles before you between peni-
tencs and unbelief, if vou are to be saved;
many fierce conflicts wich your pride, many
with your inward depravity, many with
the remembrinee of ol sing, many with
the lusts of the flesh and the lust of the
eye. These are no holiday tasks, but hard
wark, lonyg protracted work and continuous
warfare.

Then again, some of you are quite care-
less and undecided, you are not vicious or
profane, but amiably thoughtless; you
know that you ought to be decided, you
are often unhappy because that you are
not decided ; you are neither eold nor hot,
neither deciledly worldly nor decidedly
serious; you do mot know what decision
means, you are halting between twe
opinions; you know what resolves mean,
you have made plenty of them, enough te
sow a whole lind of promise, without
yielding an ephah, perhaps, of genuine
Christian performance. The ship, Good
Resolution, is always to be launched in the
spring, but the summer with ita inviting
breezes passes by, and the fall finds the
veseel either still on the slip of Indecision
or hard and fast at anchor, in the fair haven
of Intention. You know w{fry :fz ‘;‘00:

ou are not ready for desth, if on el
ahould bo the one 10 Ob,-bow diffi:
cult it is-t0 convines sush ebarastess of the
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~ mecersity of a changeé of heart and life, to
<onvince them of their need of the one
ithing needful; the necessity of a death
.unto &in, £nd a new birth unto righteous-
ness,

Besides, vital religion is something more
than knowing the truth, it is a divine life
as well as a divine knowledge. At this
-moment you have all evil affections within
you, which must be got rid of, these have

been for years winding their chains around:

yOlH' h(‘&l'tﬂ, you Ca&n no mote Grﬂdi(}ate an
indulged passion, an habitual sin in a
inoment, a day or a year, than you can
cure in a day a disease of the constitution
which has struck its roots and poisonous
fibres into every organ of life. A man's
anorsd and social character is not formed
i & day or a year and shall his prepara-
tion for Heaven be the work of 2 moment.
Are not then a few years a very short time
indeed, to get rid of what is evil and ac-
quire what is good, a short time wherein
to acquire spiritual aftections, to grow in
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

3. In conclusion, my friends, and es-
pecially my young friends, 1 beg of you
to set yout heartson thingsabove, Col. iii.
1. 1 pray vou in Christ's stead be ye re-
conciled to God; T beseech you to lay these
things seriously to heart; weigh yourselves
in the balances of the Gospel.  God regards
each one of us either as guilty condemned
sinners, or as redcemed, pardoned, justified
saints. In one of these two states we all
are, and if we were to die this moment,
we must be saved eternally or lost eternal-
ly. Grace is glory begun; condemnation
i8 sentence passed, damnation i8 sentence
executed ; John iii, 18,

You are young, your hearts are light,
your spirits buoyant, your hopes are spark-
ling as your eyes are bright with glowing
visions of future happiness, now you show
what time has done for you—how years
can mature, a few years more will shew
you in_the glass of experienco how they
can decay ; then perhaps too late you will
learn that all is vanity, all thatis earthly
inchanging, fading, dying. The law or
condition of all physical and animal life
is death; we have all within us the seeds
of death’ some part of the human frame
isever dying. Every thought of the mind,
overy exesowe of the brain; every action we
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perform, causes the death of some umseen
¢ell or organ that performs it, so that in
]t.ruth we all die daily in order.that we may
ive.

Although this plain hut truthful dis-
course of mine has not much impaired ~
your thinking organs by an over-exercise
of the brain, I trustthat I bave impressed
one idea upon your minds, that dust yon
are and unto dust voun shall return; that
though young and bealthy, you have all
within you the seeds of dissolution, which
are ripening with greater or less rapidity
for the harvest of death and the garner of
the grave.  Yes death, natural and moral,
ji8 in us and around us, and this idolized
| world is wrapped in her winding sheet of
fire. *To her funeral pile this living world
is rapidly borne.”  And what when viewed
in the light of eternity is this adored world
but a’large cemetery, one wide, dark, win-
tgy, charnel house, an abode of death.
All indeed within it is not deathlike but
all is death ; corruption is painted on every
flower, and decay is engraven on human-
ity's faicest aspect. What people call life
18 Just & continuous funeral procession, weep-
ing to-day, wept for to-morrow; to-day
closing a brother’s eyes, to-morrow a sister
closing our own; the king of terrors is ever
at our side, his unsated lance is ever on
the wing, awaiting the dread fiat tb cut the
barren tig-tree down. All indeed is not
loathsome to the eye, there is mmuch in this
fallen world that is beautiful, chaste, enobl-
ing, elevating to the mind in this sin-curred
pit of destruction; thereis many a bright
organization, many & form that is not
death-like, on which for a moment montal-
ity exhibits the features” of life and seems
to wear an eth&rial expression, all i not
Lideousness and dissolution, but all is death.
The absence of all spiritual life is death;
Rom. viii, 6. But blessed be the Lord if
such are the effects and wages of ein, if
sin bath reigned unto death, the gift of
 God is eternal life, and grace reigns through
righteousness by Jesus Christ our Lord.

It is not for ministers to exercise too
close a scrutiny of individual character, or
to pass judgment upon their hearers; na,
but it is for them to testify to the striet
nature of the law by which God will judgs
them. The eye of the ministry woule
exorcise, is not so orgsnized as to see no-
thing but defests; no, but we must not &y
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pence, perce, of countenance mistaken views
and loose notions of religion by conceal-
ing and softening down esséntial truth;
10, 1o, there is no charity in that. Love
for the immortal souls of our hearers is tlie
-soul of ministerial love.

Some of you will deem my renrarks
upon this occasion better suited for a fuaer-
al sermon; and are they not .in cbaracter,
am I not speaking in the hearing of some
dead professors? Now is the time to
preach a funeral sermon, and perform
solemn obsequies over the dead seuls of
living hearers.—Awake thou that sleepest,
and arise from the dead, and Christ will
give thee light!

Your fuaeral is as certain as if the event

had taken place. A fine eulogium overyour

eoffin, your departed spirit; my words may
now,by Gud’s: grace, be made instrumental
fa quickening some who are deaa in trespas-
ses and sins. There is no kindness in tie
toinister who delicately suEpresses unpheas-
ant truths lest he should hurt the feelings
of his hearers, and then talks sentimeutal
Pprettinesses over their dead bodies. Neithrer
the pulpit nor the press arethe place for
eulogiums on the deal or living. The
Lord alone knowath them who are his.
Here Clrist, not man, nor the Lrizhtest
saint in glory, is to be exalted in solitary
pre-eminence. It is worldly, carnal policy,
not Christian kindness o sprinkle the in-
tcnze of lodhly eulogy over the ashes of
departed saints.

I have weighed well the import of, the
folemn truths which 1 bave preached to
You this day, I utter them not w take ad-
Yantage of wy position to pass ha:sh stric-
tures, upon my fellow-.inners, but for love
to your souls; I utter them again before
God and you all, I again record my honest
belief that persous living and dying in
the state anl disposition which we have

u describing are never saved. I have
©ld you in private, I now tell you publicly,
that comparatively few professing Christians
'AVe realize | the awful responsibilities
which Christianity entails upon them. 1
&1n prepare ] to tike my Bible and prove to
You by the word of God that the views
&onerally held as to the claims of religion
ar6 quite defective and . unscriptural; amd
the "ﬁb, oW teaching of mmny, so ¢alled
§oipe Predehers not much buter.

A< 10w, £ bring these meditations to
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a close, let me ask how many of you are-
in the narrow way; how many have the:
fruits of the Spirit in your hearts; shall-
the good seed of the word of life be cast in-
vair on barren soil? sbail your minister:
preach year after vear to stony ground.
hearers? is his moral field as bhard and
stony as his geograpbical sphere of labor #
shall I, my dear hearers, have too much
reason to fear with the Prophet that this.
harvest is past, this sammer is ended and
you are wot saved ? . 'Fhese are' the all mo-
mentous considerations which in all serious-
ness I would press upon you all, young and
old.

We all differ in age and circumstances.
t Some arein the spring, some in the summer
of life; others with myself are whitening
for the harvest, like Epliraim’s gray hairsare
Irere aiyl there upon us yet we know it not ;
othurs are fast reaching the end of their
wilderness way, their almoud tree has
flourishe:d, their silver cord is neaily loosed,
their dust shall svon retwrn tb the earth as
ity was and their spirit unto God who gave
it. But, feHow-sinners, we all agwee i this
world-wide characteristic, we are al earthly
minded ; ‘we are living for time rather than
for eternity; we are all busied abont many
things yet in spiritual sense doing notb-
ing; all wholly absorbed in the things that
are seen and temporal; we are all full of
bope, gathering up ourenergies for auother
rush into the future, another bLouad over
the plaia, whiel lies betwesn uxand heaven
or hell.  Bat, alas, alas, how few among
uy are reflecting to any purpose that when
# few more years are come and gone, afew
more harvests past, a fow more summsrs
ended, we mast die prepared or unprepared,
we musg go the way whence we shall not
retern, _

There showld be nothing saddening to
the believer in the thoughts of death or
the second coming of Christ.  Listen to
Paul to the Thessalonians, ¢ For if we be-
 lieve that Jesus died and rose again even
.90 them also which sleep in Jews will Gul
bring, with bim; therefore comfort one an-
oiher with these words.” o

This apostle asociates all happy and
glorious  anticipations with the persogal -
appenring of Christ, he_ addresses this.glofi-
ous doctrine to the sorrowing Christiang,
the only true source of ;ngo1‘ﬂ40ﬂ1itﬁe
joyful pariod whe¥ abierit frisuds aball be
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.of the truth.
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reunited. For what is our hope, or joy,
#r crown of rejoicing, are not even ye in
the presence of owr Lord Jesus Christ at
his coming. Paul in his ministerial rela-
tion hereindulgesin the joiful anticipations
of again meeting those who by his instru-
mentality had been brought to aknowledge
And, believers, should not
this consideration surpass and overleap all
earthly motives and interests. Should not
the affection existing between minister and
people be evoked and sustained by the
prospect of meeting again in eternity when
we have gone the way whence we shall not
return.  We shall pass hence from a world of
strife and sin by the way which all men
£0, but baving once trodden it we shall
not set foot on itagain. Weshall however
return, not by the way of the valley of the
shadow of death, but with Jesus in the air;
we ghall return, not by the tribulated path of
suffering and sorrow, but on a pathway of
glorious light and joy; we shall return to be
partakers of the first resurrection and to be
corporeally with him who became flesh in
thme to accompany the Lamb whitherso-
ever He goeth, to reign with Him whose

throne as God is forever on a new earth |

wherein dwelleth rightcousness; we shall
return with the ransomed of the Lord and
eome to Zion with songs and everlasting
Jjoy upon our heads and shall obtain joy and
gladness and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.

Consider what I say and the Lord give
you understanding in all things: Amen.

Concluded.

Suggestion of & Temperance Pledge
for Christians.

The following form of pledge for Christians
té abstain from alcoholic liquors, is sent us
by a well known fricnd of the Temperance
@anse with the request that we may publish
it in tbe Good News,

Whereas—In Protestant Christendom, es-
pecially—the inordinate use of alcoholic
Poisonous Liquors prevails mightily ; is itself
a gin; and causes a large amount of irreligion,
fmmorality, crime, poverty, disease, madness,
degradation, misery, and death; and is
eamsed in a great measure, by ignorance and
meglect, of those portions of Holy Writ,
witfoh forbid the use of these impoisoned

liquorsas ingesta for man, (except in morbid
states of the system, when they prodwre
salutary effects,) and the substitution of
human expedients, instead of Divine law,
for mitigating these evils: .JAnd whereas—
such conduct must be highly displeasing im .
the sight of God, and if persisted in againat
the clearest light, cannot fail to bring down
aggravated judgments upon offending indi-
viduals, churches and nations: .ind whereas—
it is evidently the present duty of all menm,
and especially the professing followers .of
Christ, who have been or are, either direotly
or indirectly, as principals, or accessories,
engaged in the commission of this flagrant
sin,— to repent, and bring forth fruits meet
for repentance: Therefore, we, whose names
are here unto subscribed, do solemnly re-
solve, in & spirit of genuine sorrow and hu-
miliation before God, for the guilt contracted
by us in this matter, that we will forthwith
abandon the use of all alcoholic drinks, #s
well at the Table of the Lord as elsewhere,
(except for medicinal and extra-vital pur-
poses) as far as Divine grace may enable us,
'and that we will do what in uslies to bring
about & reform in seciety, she Church, gnd
the Btate, according te the truth of Godia
the department of alcoholic Intemperangs.

PREPARED FOR THE JUDGMENT.

Hus. ix. 27, 28, “It is, appointed unto men onse
to die, but after this the judgment: so Christ was
once offered to bear the sins of many.” o

The Dying Christian.—Death and judg-
ment can be contemplated with comfort, only
in conection with a believing view of the
atonement of Christ,— :

“ Death’s terror is the mountain faith remov3s"

The late Rev. Archibald Hall, of Londom;
when in Scotland, being on a visit to a dying
Christian, the latter, after much serious cou-
versation, $00k hold of Mr. Hall’s hand, apd
said, “ Now, sir, I can with as much pleasnre
take hold of death by its cold hand. Yon'mqy
justly wonder at this, for I see and believe
myself to be the most unworthy; but, at the
same time, I see Christ to be my great pro-
propitation, and faith in his blood gives w®
ease. I see myself all vile and polluted, but k
view Jesus as the fountain opened, and faith in

ihim supports me under a senge of my vileoesm.



