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CONGREGATJON OF THREE RIVERS.

We are happy to inform our readers
that the JLadies of the Congregation at
Three-Rivers and Black River have pre-
sented their Pastor, the Rev. Jas. Thom,
with a handsome Pulpit-Bihle and Psalin-
Book, as a token of esteem for the faith-
ful discharge of his pastoral duties.

CONGREGATION OF DARLINGTON.

It will be gratifying to our readers to
learn that the Ladies of the Congregation
of Darlington lately presented their youth-

ul and active Pastor, the Rev. J. H. Me-
°rras, A.M., with a very handsome pul-
atlt 80Wn as a token of their high appreci-
N 100 of his excellent services as a Minis-
er of the everlasting Gospel.

INDUCTION AT LOCHIEL.:

A pro-re-nata meetingof - the Reyd ~the,
Presbytery of Glepgarry, was held at Liog
chiel ot "%’edﬂéﬂﬁy, ih' June, for’ the
purpose of inducting the Revd. John Me-

Dorell to that long vacant charge. The

atten lance of clergymen waslarge, consid-

ering the great distance which some had

to travel, and the unpropitious state of the

weather at the time. The Moderator,

the Rev. Robert Dobie, of Osnabruck,

was to have officiated on the occasion, but,

as the Congregation of Lochiel appreciate

service in Gaelic much more than in

English, the Revd, Mr. McLaurin, of
Martintown, ably supplied his place,

preaching, in the language so dear to the

hearts of the Gael, from Isaiah, chap. Lx1V.

v. 6.

After Divine service Mr. McDonell’s
letter of aflpointment from the general
Assembly’s Colonial Committee, \Edin- ¥
burgh, (in compliance with the reYuest
of the people of Lochiel for a pastgr) was
read, together with extract from gecords
of the Presbytery of Glasgow of his or-
dination in the end of March last. The
Presbytery being satisfigd with these Doc-
uments and with others testifying\to the
excellent moral character and superior
giffs of Mr. McDonell as. an English and
Gaelic preacher, the Moderator put the
usual questions and read the Act ol Synod,
declaring the spiritual indepéndence of the
Church, when My, McD. received the
right handiof fellowship from the Brethren
present té take part in the ministry with

them. The newly jducted Minister w
then suitably-sddresmad in Epglizh. -
Revd. Apdrgw Bell, and the people in
affectionate “terms-in Gaelic by the Revd.
Mr.-MiLaucini. * Af the clode of the day’s
service Mr. McDonell received a hearty
welcome from the peopie amongst whom
he has been called to labour in’ holy
things.

It is pleasing to see one after the other
of the many waste places of our.Zion in
this land being supplied with suitable *
ministers—men—some of whom (as in
the case of Mr. McDonell) have, in an-
swer to the cry “come overand help us,”
left home and friends and country, and -
rent in sunder many dear ties. The
churcly of Lochiel has been vacant, we
believe, for no less than nine years. Dar-
ing that long period a numerous and muchy
attached people of the Chufch of their
fathers have been deprived of the stated
ordinances of Religion. The Sabbath of
the Lord dawned upon them, but, alas!
the gates of the Lord’s hous# stood not
invitingly open. The silence of the Sab.
bath morn was unbroken by the sweetly
sounding bell, calling to prayer. The
multitude met not together, as of old, in
solemn assembly on God’s Holy Day. For
them there was no watéhmen on the
Tower of Zion, no amhassador of Christ,
no messenger of Truth proclaiming the
glad tidings of the GospeFof peace. But
God hath at length been pleased to hear
the prayers of His people andsto grant
unto them the desire of their hearts. He
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hath sent forth a labourer into that large | Joshua the son of Josedech, the high

and long waste vineyard—a shepherd
hath He commissioned 1o watch over
and carefully tend the numerous flock,
who have been Jong wandering without a
guide, and destitate of all spiritual food—
a minister ot the Gdspel—one, too, who
can speak to themin the feeling language
of their revered sires. Nows have: they
the blessed prospect before them of enjoy-
ing regular Gospel ministrations, and of
worshipping the God of their fathers ac-
cording to the dictates of their consciences
without any daring to make them afraid.
And who can appreciate Christian privi-
leges so well as those who have been long
deprived of them ; we feel assured that,
as ecach successive Sabbath morning
comes, the number in Lochiel is not small,
who will be able to fully enter into the
meaning of the words of the sweet singer
of Tsrael, and with heartfelt joy to say t8
those around them, ¢ Let us go into the
the house of the Lord.  Thither let us go
up, and give thanks unto the name of the
Lord. A day spent in the courts of the
Lord’s House is better than a thousand.
I had rather be a door-keeper in the house
of my God than dwell in the tents of
wickedness.”

Would that God may bless the sacred
union formed betwixt the pastor and the
pegple of Lochiel, and prosper Iis own
work in the hand of His servant, granting
urrto-him many souls as his reward.—Com-
Municated to the Cornwall Constitu-
tional.

Sermon preached at Toronto before the
Synod on May 31st, 1854, by the Rev.
Alexander Spence, Moderator.

«Behold the Man whose name is the
BrANcH ; and He shall grow up out of His
plage, and He shall build the temple of the
Lowp.” = Zechariah, vi. 12.

*  We are told that after the return of the
Jews from Babylon they commenced the
rebuilding of the temple at Jerusalem, but
that, owing to various difficulties which they

»had to encounter, the work proceeded
very slowly, and that they were in conse-
quence discouraged and began to appre-
hend that it would not be in their power
ever to complete its restoration.  Whilst in
this state of"mind, the Lord was gracious-

ly pleased to send His prophet Zechariah -

toassure them that the temple would be built
by those hands which were then employ-
ed at its censtruction. <« The hands of
Zerubbabel” said the prophet ¢ have laid
the foundation of this house; his hands
shall finish it ; and thou shaltknow that the
Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you.”
With the view, morcover, of impressing
the more deeply on the minds of the peo-
ple the truth of this message, the prophet
was instructed in the passage before us to
“take of them df the captivity and gointo
the house of Josiah, the son of Zephani-
ah ; then take silver and gold and make
crowns and set them upon the head of

priest, and speak unto him, saying, Thus
speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, * Be-
hold the Man whose name is the BrRancH ;
and He shall grow up out of His place,and
He shall build the temple of the Lord.”

As it is very evident, however, that that
temple which was built by Solomon, and
alzo the temple which at this time was re-
built, and was placed under the protection
of Joshua, the son of Josedech, the high
priest, were typical of the Chusch of God
as it was to exist under the Messiah, we
shall on the present occasion make use of
the words of the text as prophetic of the
time when in the land of Judeca and on
the mount of Calvary a fountain wouid be
apened whence would issue a life-giving
spring, before the course of which disease
and barrenness and death would disappear,
and life and health, verdure and beauty
would arise from its gladdening streams. In
other words, we shall make usc of the
language helore us as prophetic of the ap-
pointed time when the Son of God would
lay the foundation of a new spiritual tem-
ple, would construct a platform upon which
that spiritual building would be erected of
which every believer forms a constituent
part.

Now, although man builded the Jewish
temple, that the spiritual temple, of which
it was a type, could not be constracted by
a human architect, we need scarcely make
use of any words to show. It was neces-
sary that God sgonld “lay ip Sion a chief
corner-stone, elect, precious,” a foundation-
stone on which this superstructure might
be erected. It was nccessary that He,
whose name is here called the Branch,
should interpose, should by an all-perfect
righteousness satisfy every demand of the
law, make it honourable or magnify it be-
fore all worlds, should through His own
merits and mediation open a way of access
to a guilty world, even a way by which
mankind might come unto the Lord Jesus
Christ “ as unte a living stone, disallowed
indeed. of men, but chosen of (God and
precious,” in order that, ¢ as lively stones,
they might be built-up a spiritual house,
a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri-
fices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”
Of the Christians of Ephesus it was said,
“Ye age no more strangers amd foreigners;
but feﬁw—citizens with the saints and of
the household of God; andare built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus @hrist Himself being the chief cor-
ner-stolle ; in whom all the building fitly
framed together groweth unto a holy temple
in the Lord: in whom ye also are builded
together for a habitation of God through the
Spirit.”  Here "then we have language
which plainly represents all true belicvers
as united together in one Church, as consti-
tuting one spiritual temple reared by Christ,
and that through the Holy Spirit.

Nay more: Christ i# not only the foun-
dation, the corner-stene of this temple, the
Rock on which it rests ; but He is the

Head of it. ¢ He shail not only build tie
temple of the Lord ;” but, as it is stated in

the subsequent verse, « He shall bear the

glory, and shall sit and rule upon His

throne.” Or, as it is said in the Epistle

the Hebrews, ¢ Christ 2s as a son over his

own house; whose house are we if we hold

fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the

hope firm unto the end.” 'Thusitappears

very evident that the Most High has select-

ed our guilty world as the scene of very

bright and very giorious manifestations,

and is in the course of erceting a temple

in it composed of ¢ lively stones,” lively as
having received spiritual  life  through

Christ.  But, at the same time, it is a

temple wlhich will not be complete till

all the elect shall be gathered in, till it

shall comprehend all, to whatever visible

Church they belong and ‘hy whatever de-

nomination they may be called, who hold

Christ as the Head, till they Be received

into Heaven in ail their collected number,

and be presented by the Head imself
to Iis God aund their God, to His Father

and their Father, a glorious Church, with-

out spot or wrinkle or blemish, redeemed

by His blood and kept by His power

through faith unto evcrlasting salvation.

Such in a few sentences is some idea of
the temple which the Rod out of the stem
of Jesse, and the Branch out of his roots,was
to erect. And doubtless such is its glory,
such is its surpassing loveliness and beauty
that we can {urm no adequate conception
of it. We may be amazed at that glory »
which we see in many parts of creation.
We may be astonished at the splendour of a
nocturnal sky. We may experience much
delight in the calm of twilight. Our minds
may be filled with wonder at the restless
heaving of the ocean, or at the rapid play
of the electric fluid, or at the lowering
aspect ol a thunder cloud. Inall these we
may see a natural glory of the same kind
at least, although vastly less in degree, as
that which we believe the angels saw
when the full blaze of creation’s first morn
burst upon them, or which they now see
in every star and in every system that
wheels in the immensity of space; but
what are all these when compared with
the moral glory of the spiritual erection of
which we are speaking, an erection which
had its origin on Calvary and in the Cross?
Into this angels desire to Jook, and in their
presence there is joy whenever a stone,
« a lively stone,” isadded to ithy the con-
version of one here and another there, by
the repentance, the renewing in the spirit
and joining to the Chureh of the Living
God of one worldling or profane person
here, of one Sabbath-breaker there; and
these very angels shall be sent to minis-
ter for them when they become heirs of
salvation.

But this brings us to remark that, as this
spiritual temple is composed of “lively
stones,” in one sense every heliever may be
said to be a temple of God. 1tis affirm-
ed that “ God dwells in him,” that « Christ



is in him the hope of glory,” that « He
dwells in his heart by faith ;”” and on his be-
hall this noble petition has been addressed
to the throne of grace by the Apostle
Daul, «that, being rooted and grounded in
love, he may be able to know the love of
Christ which passeth knowledge, that he
might be filled with all the fulness of God.”
So long as man kept his first estate this
prayer was not necessary. When he first
came from the hands of his Creator, he
came pure and holy,and was fitted to be a
temple of Jehovah. God formed him ac-
cording to His own express likeness,
stamped him with the glorious character
of His living image, bestowed on him a
nature suitable to His own, and made
him ecapable of holding immediate con-
verse with Himself and of offering up ac-
ceptable homage. And man, being thus
created and furnished with faculties fitted
for God’s service, and being placed in the
midst of a scene radiant with the glory
of its Maker, would {eel it to be alike his
privilege and his duty to be a living tem-
ple of the Almighty. Yes, from the sa-
cred bower of Paradise so lovely in itself,
and so suitable in every way for holy med-
itation, for wnusing with delight on the
Divine perfections, from that place which
was not fruitless or barren as is the case
with many parts of the earth on which
we now tread but which was rich with
Innumerable clusters not only ripe but also
well adapted to heavenly taste,—{rom this
bower would he offer up the incense of ad-
oration and of praige, conveyed to him b

the hallowed gephyrs around him, whilst
the very streamlets beneath him warbled
the holy melodies of Heaven, and before
him opened the river of life,descending from
the lofty throne of God.  And, so long as
man continued thus holy, God might be
said to dwell in him as in His own tem-
ple, to dwell in him as a King on His right-
ful throne. But this temple soon became
desecrated. Sin entered into the sanctuary
of man’s heart, God withdrew from it,and
then its glory departed. And whatis the
state and character of this temple now?
“ Enough appears” says an eminent wri-

ter < of the admirable frame and structure’

of the soul of man to show the Divine
presence did sometime reside in it; more
than enough of vicious deformity to pro-
claim He is now retired and gone. He,
who invites you to take a view of the
soul of man, iavites you into the ruined
palace of some great prince, in which you
sce here the fragments of a noble piilar,
there the shattered pieces of some curious
imagery, and all lying neglected and useless
among heaps of rubbish. The faded glo-
Ty, the darkness, the disorder, the impuri-
:}' » the decayed state in all respects of this
.>mple shows too plainly the Gireat Inhab-
itant is gone.”

ut we have already seen that some of
1hese tuined te . be res d:
and thati temples are to be restored ;
: * In the work and person of Christ
vere laid the foundations of these new
temples, '

I And we have now to remark
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that on the Stone thus laid there would
have arisen no superstructure, had not the
finished work of Redemption been savingly
applied by God’s Spirit to the heart of man.
His soul must e renewed and sanctified.
God cannot dwell in a polluted heart, and
hence the Holy Spirit has undertaken to
work that mighty change whereby a
sinner is turned from darkness 1o light and
from the power of Satan unto God. The
Holy Spirit is the Almighty Sanectifier.
He reconstructs the temple out of its
disordered materials, forms a new crea-
ture, and adorns it with the beauties of
holiness. Every temple thus reconstructed
is a practical exemplification of the
Saviout’s work, a public and an accredit-
ed testimony of the trutix of the doctrines
of Seripture.  In other words, such is the
vast and momentous change which passes
on a fallen man, before he canhea temple
of God, that he finds in the affections of
mind he has been led to cherish, in the
longings of his soul after Ged, in the
experience of comfort, joy, peace in
believing, and in the various graces and
designs of the Christian life, the manifes-
tation of a power like that which created
the world at first, the manifestation of a wis-
dom like that which planned the heavens
and stretched themn out as a curtain, the
manifestation of a love that passeth
knowledgze, and of a grace that is infinite.
Such a wan, moreover, when he ap-
proaches to God in the exercise of prayer,
or when he enters the gates of the sanctuary
and ascepds the hallowed mount and sits
down at the table which the Redeemer
has spread for him and takes into his
hands the symbols of Christ’s broken body
and shed blood, and his soul ascendsin

silent but holy desire after the Redeemer’s
love, then under these circumstances God
is manifested to his soul, and these Divine
manifestations constitute the glory of the
temple.

But, whilst for the erection of this tem-
ple there must he a distinct operation of
the Holy Spirit, that operation must take
place through the medium of the Word of
God. These two cannot be separated.
For, as there must be an opening of the
eyes of that man who is horn blind hefore
he can see objects around him in the pat-
ural world, so the eyesof the understand-
ing must be opened for the discernment
of spiritual things ; and, as in the one
case the eye can discern only those things
which are within the extent of vision, so
the mind can comprehend only those
truths which are made manifest to it. In
other words, whilst the operation of the
Holy Spirit must precede the perception
of the Truth, that same Truth must shine
areund or be made to bear on the unregen-
erate before a realizing faith is wrought in
the heart. « Of His own wil] begat He us
with the Word of Truth.”

_ But the more direet means for the erec-
tion of this living temple which is now in

progress, and for the preparatien of those
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«lively stones” which are in it, is the
preaching of the everlasting Gospel. It
is the link between the written Word and
man’s salvation. Hence it is that the
ministry occupies such a high place, and
a place, moreover, which is attended with
such responsibility in the Church of Christ. -
In that department of the office which has _
reference to preaching there is an adap-
tation of the general doctrines of the Bible
to the changing forms, the various aspects
under which human depravity showsitself.
Tt suits the contents of the Sacted Volume
to the prevailing sins, the common vices,
the different modes of thinking, the doubts
and difficulties of men in every age and
under every circumstance. It presents to
the notice of the hearer all that is useful
in truth blended with all that is beautiful
in morals ; and it does so, at one time in
the form of doctrine, and at another in the
way of illustration or example,

In the performance of the duty of
preaching. then, it is obvious that there is
room for the exercise of all the higher fac-
ulties of the mind. In enlarging on the
multiplicity of individual maxims laid
down in the Word, the imagination of the
preacher may find all that is great and
magnificent, his judgement may discrimin-
ate all that is sound and practical. He
may take advantage of every event in na-
ture for the purpose’ of bringing home to
the conscience the doctrines of the Word.
He may draw illustrations from every
source, and solve difficulties by any unalo-~
gies.  He may bring motives to bear on
the understandings of his hearers from all
quarters, from externa! nature around him
as well 2s from the Word itself, from the
history of the past and from what is fore-
told regarding the future, from time and
from eternity, from Heaven and from hell.
Iec may address himself to all the differ-
ent powers of man’s nature. He may?
endeavour to stir up his hatred of sin by
pointing out how odious it isin itself, and
how displeasing in the sight of God. He
may excite his love and his gratitude by-
unfolding to him the beauties of holiness,
and the various gracious plans which have
been devised to induce man to participate
in them. He may animate his hopes by
directing his attention to those transport~
ing scenes which the better world shall
present to the children of God’s love. Or
he may speak to his fears by setting before
him a " picture of the anguish and dismay
which await the impenitent at death. In
endeavouring to bring the truths of the
Bible to bear on the heart and the under~
standing, the preacher, scizing on the
comitioa attributes of men, and their uni-"
versal relation to God, may single out those
great and awful questions respecting theit
present statc and everlasting prospects
which every man who las a conscience
in his bosom should seriously ponder.
He may tell the sinner in language which
cannot be misunderstood that he is placed
under the governmert of that God who
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speaks and it is done, who commands and |
it stands fast, who at first created and who |
now sustains the universe by His power, |
and the attributes of whose nature require
that no sinner should have cause to rejoice
in his iniquity, and whose glory is concern-
ed in rewarling the righteous. All this
the preacher may do in the exercise of |
this high and holy function of his office, in
endeavouring to awaken men toa sense of |
their danger and to induce them to flee for
refuge to the Rock of Ages, in order that |
they may become parts of the spiritual
building which is being laid in Sion.

We repeat, then, that preaching is the
Word adapted to all the felt wantsand ap-
petencies of our nature as they spring-up
in the progress of time, and that in such
way anid so eflectually as that, under the
influences of the Spirit, it is the wisdom of
God and the power of God unto salvation
to those who are called. Hence ¢ to preach
aright,” as it has been truly said, “is not
to discuss coldly a topic, is not to indulge
in metaphysical statements, is not to court
human applause, is not to move the
passions by earthly eloquence. It is a
much higher thing. It is to give a tongue
1o prophets and apostles, it is to speak as
the Blessed Saviour and Paul speak, it
istomake Truth intelligible, forcible, trium-
phant, It is to clothe the Bible with all
the attributes of a living instructor.”

‘We would take leave to say to you then,
Fathers and Brethren, by way of remem-
brance that, it such is preaching in its fair
and legitimate sease, it is no easy matter
to perform this duty in such a way as that
you may deserve the appellation of skilful
instruments in the haunds of the Master-
Builder of the temple of the Lord. Ttis
no easy matter to give to the written Word |
the tenderness and pathos, the authority |
“and force with which it was first clothed ’
by itsinspiredauthors,2to declare the whole |
counsel of God in its precise proportion, |
place and connection, todeclare it wholly— i
keeping back nothing thatis profitahle,—to |
declare the peculiar truths and doctrines
of the Gospel in such a wuy as that the
most illiterate may understand them, the
most insensible may feel them, the most
intelligent may be impressed by them, so
intelligibly as that the well informed may
be instructed by them, and, in a word,
with such a due regard to good taste as
that the most refined and the best educated
may be won by them, may be wooed
through their instrumentality into the way
of life.

Some of you, especiaily of my younger
Brethren, may imagine that the - Gos-
pel, being in itself reasorable and ben-
eficial, needs only to he proclaimed in order
to'secure for it a cordial reeeption. DBut
they nced not be discouraged although they
should find, in the course of their expe- |
rience, many boldly opposing the Truth,
not a few desirous to explain it away when
they cannot deny the conclusiveness of
the evidence on which it rests, and some

|
|
|
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with the utmost eagerness devising excuses
for not immediately receiving it and acqui-
escing in its requirements, although they
may admit the indispensable duty of their
doing so, if they would have their charac-
ter elevated and purified and refined, and
if they would become a part of that noble
structure of which we have all along been
speaking. All this procecds from the
radical depravity of human nature ; and
those who are ministers of the Word, we
would take the liberty of saying, ought to
keep this depravity steadily in view in
estimating the probable success of their
ministrations.  As well might we speculate
on the effect of a physical power in raising
a mass of inert matter without taking into
account the law by which nature gravitates
to the earth as speculate on the eflects of
a spiritual power in opening the eyes of
man to the Truth and elevating his affec-
tions (rom th= things of time to those of
eternity without taking into account the
carnality of these affections. In short we
would fay on this point that it is our im-
perative duty to take all possible pains to
bring forth things new and old accorling
to the case from the exhaustless treasury
of God’s Word, even that treasury which
isso rich in appropriate advice, in example,
in warning, in motive, in consolation, in
materials for the use of conviction to the
careless, conversion to the unbeliever, re-
proof to the presumptuous,direction to the
doubtful, strength to the weak, comfort to
the sorrowful, edification to all. And, if

“we do so in an humble dependence on the

enlightening and sanctifving influences of
the Spirit being vouchsafed on the Word
preached, then we may expect to preach
savingly and to profit, to shed light upon
the darkest paths, to bring rivers of living
water from what otherwise would -seem
like the hard and flinty rock, to turn the
hleak and arid wilderness into the garden
of the Lord, and thus to be the honoured
instruments of building the temple of the
Lord, that temple whose foundations never
can be shaken, whose pillars never shall he
removed,

But it is not through the medium of the
preaching of the Word alone that the
spiritual temple of the Lord is to be built.
It is obvious that, if we would be success-
ful ministers of the everlasting Gospel, we
must not only preach the Word in purity,
but there must also be on our part the due
administration of Christian ordinancesand
pastoral superintendence.  Paul taught not
only publicly but from house to house, and
made it his endeavour in this way ‘to
warn every man, and teach every man in
all wisdom that he might present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus.”  And it be-
comes you, we would take leave in one
sentence to say, to follow his example by
seeking to extend appropriate care to all
the various classes of your pcople accord-
ing to their spiritual ¢haracter and eircum-
stanees, using every legitimate mean to
obtain correct information in regard to

these, and then to endeavour fo adajt
yourselves to each particular case. And
acting thus, and that in an humble depen-
dence on the eflicacy of persevering pray-
er an your part, you may expect that your
endeavours will be accompanied with
power from On High {or the eonversion of
sinners and the edification of souls; and
giving yourselves in right earnest to the
duties of your high and holy office what-
ever may be the immediate result of your
exertions, though the seed which you may
have sown with much anxiety should seem
at least to outward appearance to be pro-
ductive of no fruit, yet you may rest as-
sured that you will be the -honoured in-
] struments of building up the temple of the

Lord. ¢ As scribes well instructed unto
the Kingdom of Heaven,” and ¢ as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God,”
vou will be able to add to the number of
; Christ’s true and faithful followers, you
will be the means of increasing the num-
| ber of those who shall have an everlasting
{ habitationin the sanctuary Above, and who
shall have a new name written upon them
which shall never be blotted out, and who
in the presence of the highest intelligences
of Heaven shall give glory to Him whose
name is the BraxcH, even to Him who,
after He has buiit the temple of the Lord,
“shall bear the glory and shall sit and rule
upon His throne,”

Whilst we have taken the liberty of thus
addressing our Fathers and Brethren, in
conclusion, we would take leave to ack all .

present, Do you think that you are the temn-
ples of the Living God? Doubtiess every
heart is either a temple of God or a tem-
ple of idols, and, if your heart is the tem-
ple of God, there ought to be inscribed as
it were on your foreheads ¢ holiness unto
the Lord.” Be assured that thise men
are the temple of the Lord who, loving
Him with all their hearts, devote them-
selves unreservedly to His service. Be
ye stcadfast, therefore, and ummovable,
bearing in mind that, though ye are onlya
fraction, so to speak, of the noble and
stupendous fabric inhabited by the Holy
Spirit, yet in one sense each individual
amongst you constitutes an cntire temple
which ought to be regarded by you as sa-
cred to God’s use. Reflect on this, and
then conceive, if you can, a more import-
ant trath than that of keeping this temple
inviolate ; conceive, if you can, anything
more appalling than that of defiling the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is the
temple of God. «If any man defile
the temple of God, him shall God destroy,
for the temple of God is holy, which tem-
ple ye are.”” We trust that such will not
be the case with one of you; but that, on
the contrary, bearing stealdily in mind that
the influcnces of the Holy Spirit are
given to you asa principle of new and
heavenly obedience, it is your bounden du-
ty to keep for Him the temple of your
soul.  We trust, also, that with lively in-
terest you will henceforth look forward to




vhat day when the BrancH, the Lord Je-
sus Christ, shall present to the Father and
to Himself « a glorious Church, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but holy
and without blemish.” In a word, we
would say that we trust that on that day
all without exception who now worship
here in this earthly temple of our God
will form part of the spiritual edifice of
which Christ is the chief corner-sione,
and that they will be permitted to enter
into the new Jerusalem to adore Him who
shall ke for ever «“a priest upon Ilis
throne.”

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
[ Continued from page II1.]

Turspay, Mav 23.

The Assembly met at 11 o’clock, the Moderat-
or in the Chair.  After the usnal devotional exer-
cises, and the minutes of last meeting having been
read and approved of,

Dr. Barr read an humble address to her Ma-
Jesty, drawn up by a comnmittee appointed for
that purpose, sympathizing with her Majesty’s
Government in the present conflict in which this
country is engaged, und praying that God might
bless the efforts now being made to bring this
war to a speedy and glorious issue.

The Assembly heard several overtures read on
the subject of

UNIVERSITY TESTS,

After which Mr. Puix, of Galashiels, ‘said—

Now that the overtures on this question have
een read to the House, he rose to perform a duty
Which he would rather Lave transferred to other
hands. There is an overture on the Table of the
House from the Presbytery of Selkirk, and, as
one of the representatves of that Presbytery, he
thought itis duty to bring before the House the
views which they entertained. He had done all
that lay in his power to induce others, whose sen-
timents on this subject were the same as his
own in last Assembly, to come forward and sup-
port the measure ; ke had done all he conld to in-
duce them to take the step which he now folt
bound to take, but had failed, and had, therefore,
no course left but to bring forward the matter
himself, and he hoped that the resolutions which
he was about to lay before the House would meet
with their warm approval, although proposed by
o insignificant an individual in "the Assenibly.
He said that the General Assembly should give
forth an emphatic deliverance on the subject of
the admission of Professors to the Lay Chairs in
the Universities of Scotland. And ke could not
sce any reason whatever why they should not do
this. It was universally condemned by this
Court last year, not one coming forward {o say
that it ought to become law. Nay, at the meet-
ing of the Commission the Rev. gentleinan who
Was now sitting on the right hand of the Moder-
ator (Principal Lee) had stated that he had con-
demned the bill, and that he cherished a hope
that he might liveto see that bill repealed. Now,
if his respected friend entertained that hope then,
he could not think but that he would be more san.
guine now. But was it not vain to think of re-
pressing the ruin which this measure was calcy-
lated to inflict ? Look at the historyofthe Chureh
and  you will find that our fathers too had
great things to fear, greater difliculties to contend
With than we have in this bill. He would say
that, whatever may be the issue of the course
wh'Cb_ he wished the Assembly to take, he wonld
¢ satisfied that he had done his duty. The last
gnera.l Assembly protested against the bill, the
thi:,.,'\mss'o" had done so too, and he thought that
But itssembly wounld do the same. (Appiause.)
! May be asked, why lift up a protest a-
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gainst the act at present ? Some say that we have
admitted already that this is a bad measure ; no-
body denies it, at all events noone in last Assein-
bly. But why seek to repress it now? Wait a
iittle, and watch the progress of events, and you
will see evils arising out of this measure moic
powerful than any which it can at present take.
Now, Sir, the evils are so great that a single day
should not pass without a protest awainst it. He
would bring the statement of a respected friend

i of his—who, however, was not a member of this

Assembly—that the biil which was now passed
into law would have the effect of unsanctilying
the Universities ol Scotland, where those who
taught their youth would no longer require to con-
fess the name of Christ.  For they had no secur-
ity for their teaching the preceptsof the Gospel ;
all that was required being that they will not do
anything contrary to the interests of the Church of
Scotland, The teacher may inculcate Christiani-
ty oranything else if he does not injure the Church
of Scotland as by law established.  And, further,
the Church is suffering a grievous evil at this
momeunt from losing the control of those Univer-
sities which she ought to have. His respected
friend, Principal Lee, had often enlightened them
by relating that the Universities had been founded
by the Church, and that it is by it we have them
now ; aud is it not a monstrous wrong that we
should be deprived of those Universities, which
at the time of the Union were inalienably secur-
ed to us by law and by treaties the most binding ?
And is it not also a grievous wrong that the ad-
visers of the Queen, in a measure which deprives
the Church of Scotland of its privileges, should
be aliowed to do so ?We should not allow a meas-
ure involving all these eviis to pass without a
protest against it, and not wait until greater evils
may arise. Let us Jo our duty, leaving the con-
sequence in the hand of God. If the General
Assembly will consider for a moment the posi-
tion of these Universities, it is absurd to think that
we should allow matters to stand as they are.
What is the position of the young at the present
moment ! Why, this Church has engaged that the
youth shall huve a certain course of study atany
of the four Universities in Scotland. He could
easily see this was a wise affair when the Church
had the control over the Universities, but now,
when the Universities hadbeen formally separated
from thew, it was differeut. Was it not absurd
that a person who went through the whole cur-
riculum of study at Oxiord, Cambridge, or any
other of the Universities in England, should be
compelled to go over another course of study at
our Universities ? Therc is no more connection
with our Universities and the Church than the
English Universities have with their Church.
He was aware what was acqnired at the English
Univesities, but there was no more use for send-
ing our youth to their Universities. Is it not ab-
surd that our students should go to certain Univer-
sities over which they had no control ? Was this
a state of matters which ought 1o exist, or is it
consistent for us to allow it to continue 7 He had
been asked sometimes, Is there noremedy ? Why
do you not seek to petition Parliament, or memo-
rialise the Queen to give her consent to the repeal
of an act to which she only the other day consent-
ed? He did not intend to ask the Hoyse to peti-
tion Parliament, or to memorialise the Queen, but
he wished to press upon thein to take some steps
which he considered necessary. If they failed in
having this obnoxious act repealed, be would pro-
pose another course. He thought the Charch
was perfectly competent to pass a resolution de-
claring that she will not receive a Professor un-
less he has gone through a course which they
considered indispensable. He would not admit
a professor of Greek or Hebrew, or of any other
branch of teaching unless he sizned the formula
Chureh prescribes. Now, something must be done
for these institutions; and it maybe asked, What
are we going to do with these Universities?  He
Leard a friend of his, while speaking yesterday
on the India mission,say that what other Churches
had done the Church ot Scotland might do, and he
would say niothing further to what was said yes-
terday, Kut leave the inference entirely in their
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hands. And, if there is no other way of getting
out of it without setting a University on foot,
why shiould not the Church open an academical
body, a body formed from the Synod, who should
walch over the youth coming “forward for the
rainistry.  Afler some other observations the
Rev. zentleman concluded by remarking that he
could not see how thiose who opposed the abolition
of 'L'ests in last Assembly should not come forward
and support his motion, which was as follows : —

“ The General Assembly, having heard the
overtures on the subject of the bill, entitled ¢ An
Act to regulate the admission of Professors intg
Lay Chuirs, and to regulate the admission of
Professors into the Universities of Scotland,?
which was passed into a law last scssion of Par-
liament, record their deep regret that this ohnox-
ious measure has received the sunction of the pres-
ent Legislature.

¢ Ihe General Assembly most solemnly pro-
test against the measure as a direct violation of
the rights of the Church of Scotland, guaranteed
by the most irrevocable national obligation, and
resolutely adhiere to the condemnation pronounced
by last General Assembly. .

‘¢ The General Assembly, maintaining the prin-
ciples steadfastly held by the Chuich from the
uime of the Reformation, most solemnly declare
and record their protest against the measure, as
involving in it the separation of Religion from
Education, and abolishing the security hitherto
maintained for the religious and moral character
of the Professors, and the soundness of their
teaching in the various brauches of Literature
and Science.

“T'he General Assembly further protest against
this measure as inflicting a grievous injury on
the Church with reference to her own students
for the ministry by subjecting her to the intoler-
able hardship of having thems educated in the
preparatory course of Iaterature and PhilosdBhy
by professors over whose teaching we have no
control, and thereby reducing her to a position
such as no other Church holds. Therefore the
General Assembly, considering the duty incum-
bent on the Church as regards the education of
youth attending the Universities and especially
to her own students, distinctly resolve to use all
constitutional means for the redress of the wrongs
inflicted by this statute, and hereby appoint a
committee with full powersto memorialize her
Majesty, and to petition both Houses of Parlia-
ment 5 and further instruct the said committee
to correspond with the Presbyteries of the Church
with the view of ascertaining their opinion as to
the course which the Church should pursue, and
direct the committee to consider the whole sub-
Ject, and to report to next General Assembly.”

The Rev. Mr YaIgr, in seconding Mr Phin’s
motion, concluded in the following words, Let
them put away from them everything like party
feeling and party principle.  And, leaving con-
sequences to God, do their duty faithfully and
conscientiously, and, rather than in the exercise
of a tame and pusillanimous spirit part with the
bivthright bequeathed to them by their forefathers,
lay hold of the pillars of their Zion and be buri-
ed in its ruins. As an Establishment, the Church
of Scotland might be overthrown ; she might be
shorn of her rights and privileges; she might be
left a helpless, a teeble, and a naked thing ; but,
as a Church of Christ, she would remain unscath-
ed—she would gather additional strength and
energy amid the flames; the bush might burn
with fire, and yet it would not be consumed.

“ Empires may fall,
* And sects and states;

But Trutl’s imperishable gates
Defy each hostile shock:

T'he Church of Christ

. Will never fall—

Strong stands its bloosd-cemented wall—
sTis founded on a Rock.” ¢

The Rev. Mr. Muvrray, of Moretoun, was not
prepared to go the whole length of these Reso'y;-
tions. Mr. Balfour could not agree to the motion
now laid on the Lable. The Rev.Mr. Rove, of
Tain, would move a series of resolutious ; but,
these were ultiinately withdrawn.
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. Dr. Cook, of Haddington, said ; In the general
Trinciples of the Resolutions which have been
aid on the ‘Table by my reverend friend, I need
not tell the I Heuse cordially coneur. But, though
1 go along with these principles generally, [ do
not agree with the strong expression of separation
which they express in refesence to the bill which
hus passed the Legislature. T think it is necessary
to our own constitution that we hold the evils of
the principle of this bill to be unmoved ; that we
hold this bitl to be inconsistent with the general
principles of the legislation of this empire. and
we hold that] this bill atfords no security for the
prety of the teachers, and 1 feel that no member
of this IHouse will not think the same. Sir, T
differ with my reverend triend and brother in no
way as to the exposition of the bill itself, but as
to the grounds of action which it is nccessary
for the Church to pursue, as given in his speech.
I think that the position of the Established
Church in reference to a legislative enactment is
a delicate and difficult one ; and, while we are
persuaded that great injury and injustice is done
10 us, yet, werestrong measures adopted, we
might injure the justice of our cause, aud it were
better 1o act in such a way as may befit the posi-
tion we hold in the country and towards the Le-
gislature. And [ propose to submit to the House
certain resolutions as an amendinent. These res-
olutions set forth certain reasous for doing so
and we also indicate in these resulutions that
course which 1 think desirable for us to take;
and a course which, I'hope, under the blessing of
God, may 'ed to the reconsideration of the enact-
ment relative to the Universities of Scotland.
I propose ta declate that we consider this bill as
a violation uf the solernnly guaranteed rights
of the Church of Scotland. 'And in veference to
this subject I will only bring before the Beuse
3att.e.rs of tact. We are all aware that the Upi-
rsities haue been always connected with the
church. With one exception they Lave been
founded by the Roman Catholic Ckurch, and
were €0 iducted in the very strictest manner in
which they could be conducted. They were
under the direction of ther bishop of the diocese.
What change took pluce when they came under
the direction of the Church of Scotland 7 None,
They s«ill remain the same. It was declared
again and again in the most positive terms that
ever{ teacher of youth must be a member of
the Established Church, no matter whether that
Church was Episcopalian or not, and thiat they
should profess their obedicuee 1o the Church as
established by law., And the Crown took to
itself the declaration of the Union, and again and
again issued cotmissions for expelling those
who were not members of the Kstablished
Chuich. This was the way # which matters
stord until this enactment was passed. And
this system was secured 1o us by the treaty of
Union in a manuer which showed Low rauch it
rested upon us. 1 am not prepared to say uonder
any circumstances, as some have said, that the
Act of Security should be set aside. [ think cir-
cumstances might occur which might cause it to
be reconstructed. Suppose that the British Legis-
laturehad proposed to hiave a revision of the whole
educational institutions, U thiuk that we inizht have
becn aggrieved by the abolition of this enactinent.
We heard of the bill iy reference 1o the reform-
ation in the House of Commons, but how dif-
ferent is the nature of this Lill? (Ilear, hear.)
With what reverence have the wministers of the
Crown approached this important subjeet 2 Ias
there been any obstacle with regard to'the Church
to which they belong T No, truly.  So far {rom
this, the very Dissenters are admitted, and on
this point the first minister of the House of Com-
mous has expressed a wish to consider it at o
more convenient scason. ‘L'his being the case, I
think we should come forwurd and say that great
wrong has been done to the Churel of Scotland
in the abolition of these Tests, und that we cannot
sit under this state ofthings. For I abjectto this
act ou the second ground, not maerely because it
speaks of certain rights and privileges of the
Church of Scotland, but because it is essentially
incousistent with the coustitution of the Ein pire,
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It is the bounden duty of the Lcgislature to see

to the teaching of the Established religion, and,
Sir, in the one country and in the other a crown
minister is one token.  The constitution of this
commtry censiders it to be his bounden duty 1o
Almighty God, 2ud his duty to those whom to he
is subject, to perform this. Bat this resolution con-
templates not only the youth for whom it has
provided in this country an admibable system of
parochial instruction, asystem which is still spar-
ed to us—a system which has as expressly pro-
vided that edncation shall be connected with reli-
gious instruction.  And how is this secured tous?
By the teacher professing the religion of the
fand, and of the Church established.  And then
the Legislature comes forward, when the youth
is for the first time separated from pavental cou-
trol, and says it will subject himto a course of
instruction which is not regulated by rcligion.
1 say that they are acting in violation of the
British constifution, and I think on that ground
it is the bounden duty of the Assembly to object
to this act. The Rev. Doctor then went on to say
that, whenwe were seeking for a teacher of youth,
the first question was, 1s he a moral and a Christi~
an man ? and the next question was, is he a man
competent for the work which he hasto do?
He thouzht there were more difficulties in {he
Act than was admitted by his Rev. friend.
"The only clanse in the Act which gave them any
security was_their signing the Westminister
Confession of Faith, This was a security which
>d {0 zive, but he thought this was not
a sutficient security, and they ought not to be
satistied with this, but should have some positive
test, by which we should see the character of the
profossor.  As to the second portion of the res-
olution. he would be inclined to go for the recon-
sideration of the measure. 1t is true that they
brought it before them already, and all their state-
ménts and views were disregarded, and he wouid
ask, on what grounds he could expect that the
Legislature could come forward and undo that
act whirh they, after mature and caretul delib-
eration, had felt it to be their duty to pass. And
how could they ask the Legislature to repeal that
which hkad only heen passed a year before? But
is the matter absolutely hopeless 2 No, it isnot.
Hs said that the principles were sound and just
on which religion was endowed in our land, and,
wherever the Legislature introduced = different
means, its inherent worthlessness will make it-
self manifest, and you wiil be able to address
the Legislature with facts.  You will be abie to
tell them that the good principles have passed
away, and you wili be able also to point to the
evil which has been done. What security had
they for the veligious character of the teachers?
And how are we assured of that character, Sir,
the pendulam has begun to swing in an opposite
direction, and this measure was the resuit. 1le
had no doubt that unsound principies would soon
arise ; and, if the Chureh wateh it, they will soon
be able to tell the evils. Lt us not shut our
eyes with rezard to this messure of the Univer-
gity Tests.  He thanked God that there was a
general feeling that refizion should be received,
and, althongh with a shizht ditference of opin-
ion, still they were neacly at one,  And is there
not something encouraging in the fact that we
have been backed by numerous parties in the
House of Commons in deience ot our Schools—
( Applause) and, as these men had been led tocon-
sider such things on the subject of religion, hehad
no doubt there was a_ large bedy of men who
would rise and assist them with readiness, when
they could range forth their arguments, based on
its results. If thiere was one thing he feared more
than another, it was that of their being rash in
their proceedings—(Applause)—Dbefore they had
got suificient busis on which to stand. Such a
charge as this must be a work, more or less of
time, and durmy that time it was their duty to
watch over these tendencies 10 evil. The Rev.
Ur. concluded by moving the foliowing Reso-
lutions.

“The Assembly feel called on t6 express their
deep regret that a measure, dizsolving the ancient
connection between the Church and the Univer-
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sities and in contravention of the Act of Security,
should Lave passed the Legislature, not only with-
out the consent but in disregard of the earnest re-
monstrances and decided opposition of the Church.
¢ They regard the Act, &c., as one tending to
destroy the just and legitimate influence of the
Church in the education of ihe youth of Scotland,
and as affording no adequate security for the
Christian principles of those on whoru the solemn
and responsible duty of training the young is de-
volved ; and they will hold it now as one of the
first and most important duties of the Church to
watch over its eflect, and to be prepared to coun-
teract those evils that they are thus led to antic-
ipate from it by such constitutional means com-
petent for the Church as may, after mature de=
liberation, seem best adapted for that end.

¢t 'The Assembly consider petitions to the Legis-
lature for its abolition immediately after its enact-
ment, and while the resulis of it are as yet un-
developed, as inexpedient, because likely to be
disregarded, but they rest in the firm persuasion
that, should these be such as the Church has ap-
prehended, they will find support inasking for its
reconsideration from all those in the country and
in the Legislature favourable to the preseat consti-
tution of the empire in Church and State.

« The Asscmbly appoint a committee in terms
of the motion to watch over the practical work-
ing of this bill, and to report.”?

Drs Macruersov and Bryce could not adopt
either of the series of Resolutions which had been
proposed.

Sit Joun HeroN MaxwEeLL seconded the mo-
tion of Dr Cook.

Dr Huxter gave the motion of Dr Cook his
cordial support.

The Earl of of SzLKiRK was not entirely satis~
fied with either of the motions befure the House,
but was prepared to agree to a_resolution fram-
ed on the principle of not petitioning Parliament to
repeal the actso recently passed.

Dr Rosertson said that on the whole he
thought he should concur in the course which Dr
Cook proposed. He could not but think that the
act of last year might still be brought in confor-
mity with the Christizn opinion of the people of
Scotland. It must, however, in the first place
bear bittey fruits, and, although it might be
thought 1d that Ilouse that public opinion was an
ephemeral thing, he believed that, if any
appointment in the Universities should be made
violating the Christian feelings and privileges of
the people, the public and the Church of Scotland
would lift up a voice of condemnation and re-
monstrance which would soon mukeitself heard in
the Legislature, he did not say to the effect of re-
pealing the uct, but to translate the negative into
a positive test; and to require every man appoint-
ed to a chair to profess his faith tn the doctrines
of the Gospel, and to declare that he held the
great principles of Protestant truth. Let the
Church adopt heartily the principles of the
minister of the Barony Church of Glasgow,
let them go forward to the zealous discLarge
of their Chmstian duty, cultivating the waste
and desert piaces, bringing home the blessings
of the Gospel to every heart aud hearth, and
he ventured to predict that eighteen months
would not elapse before the Church had tri-
umphed. It would be found that the present
evil would pass away as the earlycloud and
the morning dew, and that the Church was
planted as a rock, against which the gates of hell
skould not prevail. The principles which he had
expressed might be called those of expediency ;
but it was because he held them conscientiously
that he had stated them, and he would uphold
them even if he stood alone in that House.

Sir Grorar OLerx said he had repeatedlystat-
ed in Parliament his strong objection to any
measure which was calculated to do away orto
weaken the securities for sound and Christian
education. Those opinions he still held. The
question now was to consider what course was
consistent with the dignity and wisdom of the
General Asscrnbly. There were several resolu-
tions before them, all objecting to the legislation
of last session. He decidedly objected to the



proposal in Mr Phin’s resolution, that extensive
powers, such as to erect a new University and
appoint private lectures, should be delegated to
any committee; such measures ought to come
from the Assembly itself. Parliaurent in adopt-
ing the act of last "year had weighed all the argu-
ments on both sides, and had pronounced their
fears groundless. They must therefore go pre-
pared to point out some practical mischief as
having arisen from the act.  {t would be worse
than useless—it would be an impotent attempt
to go to Parliament in any other way. Was it
consistent with their dignity to pursue this course?
He feared that they would be throwing away the
just influence which they possessed if they did
so.  But, although he cousidered it unwise to €o
to Parliument, was it necessary that they should
do nothing ¥ Certainly not. In his view it was
their duty to express their objections to the meas-
ure in the strongest language consistent with
profriety, and to declare their opinion in favour
of the godiy upbringing of youth; and they
should appoint a cominitlee to watch over thie
measure, and report to the Assembly what steps
they would recommend under the circumstances,
If the result did not prove satisfactory, they
might resort to the suggestion of private lecture-
ships and other similar means ; but these were
extreme remedies, which he trusted would not Le
required. In conclusion, he said be would sup-
port Dr Coolc’s resolutions, as most in accordance
with his own views,

Tue rev. Norman M'Leod said he had not
been able 1o sec the necessity of entering on the
question of Tests atall. He rose from a desire to
maintaia his consistency in suppdrting the resolu-
tions of Dr. Caok, for he was one of those who
held that the Legislatare had a perfect right to
alter their institutions in this matter. As to the
Lay Chairs, he wanted a test, but certainly not
such a test us some of his fathers in the Church
had cortended for. He was evenso heterodox as
not to care whether a Jesuit was placed in the
Surgical Chair—he was rather for 2 man who did

18 work well, although he adhered to the coun-
il of Treat, than for a man who did his work
ill, although he subscribed to the Confession of
Faith, He thought that a man who did his work
-wall would teach others well. It was admitted
by all that the bili for abolishing tests was bad,
and the wish of the nation was undoubtedly that
there should be a Protestant test. They would
find that it was not easy to put the hands of the
clock back; and he certainly did not concur
with Sir Joln Heron Maxwell when he expross-
ed a wish that the Catholic Emancipation Act
should be repealed. There was nat oue nicasure
passed by the Legislature which he would wish
to put brak again, and he referred to the Reform
Bill, the Corn Bill, and others. It was proposed to
£0 to the country to collect money for erecting a
new University. He objected to that. As for
building another College, he did not exaggerate
\\:lxen he said that, if they went down to the city
of Ulasgow to ask for money to endow a Morul)
Philosophy Chair, they wouid not get a sixpence
from one end of the city to the other. Nor
would they get money for such an object from
any other partof the country. By the course
they were taking their opinions, instead of being
Tespected, would be no more h.eded than the
r‘eathf-rcock on the country church. He had
! een lgunted"wnh holdipg views of expediency
and being guilty of vacillation ; but he thought
that one great mistake of the Chureh had been
in regarding matters of eXpediency as eternal
truths. ‘The error had ever been in assumine o
firm attitude and, instead of yielding {visplyr’ to
the times and the spirit of the age,amani;"csgin«
a stubboin disposition to stand upon points erron
neously called matters of principle. (Hisses, and
cries of **Order.”) Holding these views, he had no
difficuity whatever in stating them to that Hoyse,

e saw no necessity for the c¢ry of nailing the
cOlourg to the mast and so foith, They hrad a
:to\‘)le Institution, protected by the state; "and, in-
n:tdd of its not bein,g worthy of them, they were
free YVor_th){ of it. They were freé; in preaching,

ndiscipline, and had everything they could
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desive as members of the Church. He had no

| sysnpathy with such proposals as were laid before

themn. At the same time it was conceivable that
a man might be placed in one of these chairs—
not a convert, but an open infidel; and he agreed
that they should wateh such cases. Had they
such a teacher in one of their Universities, 1t
would be easy to get L. 100 to apply a proper
remedy, but certainly they never would get it
for the vindication of an ahstraction. He would
support the resolutions of Dr. Cook.

Dr. Simpson, of Kirknewton, although he sup-
ported the motion of Dr. Cook, by no means con-
curred in the views of Mr, M Leod with reference
to Lay Chairs. If a Jesuit professor, such as he
had instanced. had nothing more to do with the
Chair than with the cuiting-off of a leg, the view
might be right; but a teacher of anatomy had
the whole education of the students in his charge,
and he, therefore, could not adopt the sentiments
of Mr. M'Leod on this subject. The practical
question was. What course they Liad now to take ?
How were they to deal with the measure which
had been framed 2 One gentleman plainly
pointed to theseparation of the Church from
the Universitics.  He agreed with Dr. Robert-
son that the sympathies of the country went
along with them in respect to the parish schools,
and not in the other case. For himself he
had not oniy ro hopes of obtaining money
to assist in endowing a new University, but
he held that the separation of the Church
from the Nutivnal Universities would be a grievous
blow to the Church of Scotland, and would shake
even the established institutions of the country.
Many evils would follow such a proceeding ;
particularly, supposing the Church came to with-
draw her students from the Universities, and to
erect colleges of her own. Their colleges would
be inferior seminaries, and their position would
be much lower than that of the National Univer-
sities.  If they said these colleges weie not suit-
able for the teaching of their own students, it
would be incumbent also upon thea to say that
they were not fit for the education of the people ;
otherwise it might be said that all we cared for
wag the education of our own students. They
must then issuc orders to their people to withdraw
from the Universities ; but would tliey obey such
orders? The Church would thus get into very
serious difficulties and embarrassments. But he
believed that, when practically the evils contem-
plated were realized, they would then obtain the
sympathies of the people and the suppost of Par-
lameut.  But they conld ouly now say wihat
they had said all along ; but, in the event to which
he referred, they could say that the evils which
at one time were contingent were now realized,
and they could then call on the Legislature not
merely to modify but to rescind tne ineasure.
In that case they would have some chance of suc-
cess. If, however, he saw that it was ia princi-
ple a matter of imperative duty to go to Parlia-
ment, he would not be deterred by these cousider-
ations; but, as there was no such imperative
call, then he was entitled to follow a sound and
Christian expediency. He asked them to wait
till the time shall have arrived for such a step,
and he had no doubt they should then have 2000
requisitionists to support them, and they could
not fail to be successtu! in their appeal.

The Rev. Mr. Paiv in reply said, though he
was anxious to be brief, he at the same time felt
it necessary to auvert to several points in the dis-
cussion.  He was rejoiced, in common with them
all, to sce the right hon. baronet again in that
House, and he liad by his speeciron that ocecasion
added arother to the many great claims he had
to the respect and gratitude of the Church of
Seotland. (Cheers.) The right hon. baronet

had misunderstood bin on one point ; he had not”

intended to give such extensive powers to the
committee as had been supposed.  He had inguir-
ed of his friends what was the part of his reso-
lution which had led to such a construction being
put upon it, and he proposd to leave out the words,
‘ adopt such other mcusures” Sy far from leav=-
ing the erection o a new University to a com-
mittee, he did not think that, according to consti-
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tutional principle, even that Assembly, nor the
next, could adopt such a measure. A proposal
of this kind must first pass the Barrier Act, and
he wished them to correspond with Presbyteries
on the subject with that view. With regard to
his revered friend, the minister of the Barony
parish, he was a valuable member of the House,
as his able speech yesterday proved, and he was
a hard-working and successfal minister ; but he
was also a warning to those who were ready to
yield to the spirit of the age. He had said that
he would not care if he saw a Jesuit in one of
our chairs, but this was sacrificing principle to
expediency, and to an expediency which

not interest. Ie had also said that he would
not rescind a_single measure which Parliament
had passed. e had been in Canada; would he
approve of the Clergy Rescrves Aet if it had to
be done overagain 2 Such unguarded statements
injured not only the speaker but the character of
the Assrembly.  He had also said that no member
would present a petition to either house: he had
no fears on that head. He would ask Sir Harry
Inglis to find out a proper member for the pur-
pose in the House of Coumons, and he could not
doubt that Lord Winchiclsea in the House of
Lords would respond to their wishes. Mr Phin
concluded by explaining that no member who
voted for his Resolutions was committed 1o the
proposal of erecting a new University.

Mr. M‘Leop explained that his reference to the
case of a Jesuit was an inadvertent expression,
not that such an appointment would be to him a
matter of indifterence.

The vote was then taken on the motion of Mr,
Phin and that of Dr. Cook, when 222 members
voted for the latter, and 28 for the former, which
waus consequently lost. The House then adjourn-
ed.

LvENING SEDERUNT.

The Assembly net in the evening at 8 o’cloclk.

The Rev. Mr. Roprursox, of Greyfriars, read
a very long and interesting report on Foreign
churches, from which it appeared that Gospel
truth was progressing in other countries, but
which we must postpone in the meantime.—The
MopEraTOR in name of the Assembly thanked
Mr. Robertson for the very able report he had laid
on their Table. The Committee was re-appoint-
ed, Mr. Robertson to be Convener. Dr. HiLL ob-
served that it was a matter of congratulation that
they had one amongst them so well qualified in
every respect for (‘onductlng 50 .proﬁtahly the
correspondence connected with this subject.

"The Assembly adjourned till Wednesday at 11
o’clock.

Webpnespay, Mav 24,

The Assembly met at 11 o’clock, the Mod-
erator in the Chair.

REPORT ON SBABBATH SCHOOOQLS.

The Rev. Dr. Cratg, of Glasgow, read the
Report. 1t stated that complete returns had
not been obtained from all the Synods of the
Church, bat that returns, more or less so, had
been got from the Synods of Damfries,” An-
gus and Mearns, Glasgow and Ayr, Dumbar-
tou, Ross, Merse and Teviotdale, and Aber-
deen, &:. Inthe Synod of Dumfries there
had been an increass of 26 teachers and
200 scholars, while 1822 books had been ad-
ded to the library. Throughout the whole
Synod there were 71 schools, 4345 scholars,
415 teachers, and 9473 books in the library.
This report, the Committee recommended,
shonld bz adopted as a model for all the
Presbyteries. From the other Synods the
Cumrﬁittee reporied an wacrease in the num-
ber of scholars, teachers and schools. Re-
ferring to the census relative to relizious wor-
ship and education in Scotland, the Report
gave some facts which tended to show that
the numbar of Sabbath schools in connection
with the Church of Scotland was greater
than represented. The incompleteness of
the returns from Synods prevented a report
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being made of the total number of schools
and scholars throughout the country; bat,
taking some of the counties as specimens of
this, it was found that, while the Censns gave
to the Established Church in Ayrshire 61
Sabbath schools, the Synod returns gave 90,
independent of several schools that, though
with in the county, were beyond the bounds
of Synod.  In Dumfries the Census gave 36
schools the Synod returns 59. In Dum-
barton the Census gave 18, and the Synod
23; in Forfarshire, the Census gave 63,
and the Synod 111; and in the large county
of Lanark, while the Census only gave
113 Sabbath schools in connection with
the Church of Scotland, the reports now
on the Table of the House showed 174.
(Applavse.) The Committee then proceed-
ed to notice the manner in which the schools
were conducted, and the kind of books
used by the scholars, whichi were chiefly
the Bible and the Shorter Catechism. In
reference to the teachers, the Committee rec-
ommended tnat none should be chosen for
this important work but such as were com-
municants of the congregation, and approv-
ed of by the minister and kirk-session.

Sheriff Barcray of Perth proposed the
adoption of the Report and the thauks of the
Assembly to the Convener and Committee.
In doing so, he spoke of his own experience
as a Sabbath-school teacher as having had
the most spirit-reviving and health-invigorat-
ing effect on him in enabling him to sustain
the duties of his profession throughout the
week, and he called upon the Eldership of
the Church to come forward more generally
in carrying forward this most important work.
He believed that in many instances the most
beneficial eflects had been produced by the
children attending these schools upon pa-
rents who had been previously careless and
indifferent on the matter of Religion ; and
he congratulated the Assembly that Sabbath
schools’ were now recognized as part and
parcel of the Church, and not viewed, as
they had formerly been, with jealousy.

Professor Hivr. seconded the motion.

Mr. Coorer, Elder, suggested that the
support of the Sabbath schools should be in-
cluded among the Schemes of the Church
in order that they might be rendered more
efficient.

Mr. Mixe HoMe approved of the last sug-
gestion.  He had been reading the report of
the Registrar-General relative to Sabbath-
-8chool attendance in England and Scotland,
and he was surprised to find that according
to it the proportion was much greater in the
Southern kingdom.

The MopkraTor then conveyed the thanks
of the Assembly to Dr. Craik.

THE EDUCATION SCHEME.

I.—AsseEMBLY Schoors.—The number of
schools is—on the Ist scheme, in the High-
Jands and Islands, 120 ; on the 2nd scheme,
iu the Low lands, 44 ; and of female schools,
13—in all, 177. The sums paid in salary to
the teachers are, £2737 to teachers on the
1st scheme, £545 to those on the 2nd, and
£91 to female teachers—in all, £3373; ajg
the whole emoluments, received by 165 of
the teachers, including those derived from
varions other souy rces, were £7791—the aver-
age emoluments of each 110 teachers on
1st scheme being £48, of each 43 teachers
on the 2nd, £51, and of eacl 12 femule teach-
ers, £43. The number of pupils in attend-
ance at all these 177 schools on the 1st of
April last (allowance being made for 12 from
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which the half-yearly retucn has not yet
been received) was 12,489 ; the number en-
rolled throughout the year, 15,895, Includ-
ing 1402 pupils enrolled at the Model-
schools connected with the two Normal-sem-
fnaries, and 1680 Sabbath-schoo! schalars
not at the week-~day schools, the whole num-
ber of chiidren who had been receiving in-
struction at the schools maintained or assist-
ed by the Assembly Commitiee during the
year ending on 1st Apri] lust appears to have
been about 18,977. 34 of the teachers on
the Ist scheme, 16 of those on the 2nd and
two female teachers—in all, 52—have ob-
tained the Government certificate ; and the
yearly sum to which they are thereby enti-
tled for augmentation of salary is £638, be-
sides about £217 payable to them for instruct-
ing pupil-teachers. There are pupil-teach-
ers at 17 of the schools on the 1st scheme,
at 8 schools on the 2nd, and at2 female
schools—the teachers of these schools receiv-
ing the allowauces mentioned for instruct-
ing the pupil-teachers at extra hours. In
the course of the session of the Edinbursh
Normal School ending in July last ten stu-
dents were instructed in the principles of
agricultare, having the advantage of attend-
ing throughout the winter Prolessor Low’s
lectures in the University, and afterwards of
continued tuition in that branch under Mr.
Ross, Agricaltural tutor at the Normal School,
At the close of the session prizes oftered by
the Highland and Agricualtural Society were
awarded to 3 of the students, who, on the
report of Professor Low, appeared to have
made the greatest progress in this branch of
knowledge. Two of these students have
since been appointed to Assembly schools,
which have assumed an industrial character,
and in which instruction in the principles of
Agriculture now forms one of the regu'ar
branches for the more advanced pupils,
along with the opportunities of manual oceu-
pation upon the mounnd attacked to the
schools. These schools are at Camiseioss in
the parish of Sieat, Skye, and at Sabiston in
the parish of Birsay, Orkrey. Others of the
like description wiil be opened soon in the
parishes of Portree and North Uist.

NorMaL Scroors.—The students admitte 1
to the 2 Normal Schools in Edinburegh and
Glasgow during the last 12 months have been
156 in number, of whom 81 were male stu-
dents and 75 female. Of the former, 45 have
been on the free list, maintained and in-
structed at the cost of the Committee ; and of
male and female Queen’sscholars the num-
ber has been I8.  Of the students examined
during last year, 49 (35 ale, 14 female)
have been successful in obtaining the Gov-
ernment certificate, which qualifies them
for receiving augmentation of salary.

Fuxps.—The amount of the sums for in-
creasing the means of Education in Scotland,
that have been called into operation during
the year through the Assembly’s Scheme di-
rectly, may be stated as follows :—

Salaries or Allowances from

the Committee e . £3,373 6 8
Contributions paid directly to

the teacher ... .. .. 627 16 0
Annual value of accommoda-

tions gratuitously allowed 1,480 0 0
Augmentations of salary from

Privy Council ... ...~ ... €38 0 o
Allowances 1o teachers for

pupil teachers from Privy

Council 217 0 o
For Normal Schools .., ... 3,145 15 6

Fees and equivalents—
At 110 schools on

the 1st sheme £633 19 5
At 43 schools on
the2ndscheme 934 5 8§
At 12 female
schools 110 5 4
1,678 8 5

Total ... ... £11,160 6 7
The Funds placed immediately at the dispo-
sal of the Committee and received during the
year ending 15th Apiil, 1854, amounted to
£8772, 2. 3d.; and the Expenditure
amounted to £7850, 18s. 9d. There was
thus an excess of Income amounting to
£920, 3s. 6d. The Income, however, in-
cludes the legacy of £1,100 bequeathed by
the late John Macfie, Esq., of which the
Committee are still desirous to invest £1000
as capital. Considering, then, this legacy
of £1000 as not available to the expenditure
of the current year, the Expenditure would
exceed the Income. It is necessary, how-
ever, to explain—1st, That the Expenditure
includes the annval payment of £200 to-
wards restoration of the Bust and West India
Fund—which sum, therefore, is not properly
expended, but only replaces capital ; and,
2, That the Expenditure includes also a
sum of £48, advanced to the Parish Schools’
Committec towards the expeuses of deputa-
tions to Loudon last year, {o be repaid from
the funds of the Church. On the whole,
therefore, the available income and the real
expenditure of the last year appear to be '
nearly balanced. The income has been aid-
ed by a contribution of £590, 10s. 8d. from
the Lay Association in support of the
Schemes, and by one of £75 from the Elders’
Daughters® Association for Female Educa-
tion in Scotland. The Church collections
during the year amounted to £3255. 17s.
11d. from 875 parish churches and 14 chap-
pels—(in all, 889). There are still parishes
in various parts of the country from which
for years past no aid has been received to-
wards the support of this Scheme.

PRESBYTERIAN SUPERINTENDENCE OF
PARISH SCHOOLS.

The Committee do not need to state how
faithfully the daties of Presbyteries and min-
isters in the superintendence of schools have
been discharged ; the records of Presbyte-
ries and of the General Acsembly, and the
general state of the parochial schools, with
which they were more particularly counect-
ed, bear ample testimony ; and the exist-
ence of this committee for increasing the
means of education in Scotland, particulatly
in the Highlands and Islands, has been in
itself for many years past an additional evi-
dence of the attention and vigilance with
which the Chureh of Scotland has regarded
the state of education, and endeavoured to
provide the means where these were want-
mg. It is not to be ascribed to a defect in
the superintendence, as exercised by Pres-
byteries or ministers, any more thanto a Je-
fectin the general character and qualifica-
tions of the parochial schoolmasters, that ca-
ses have existed in which aged teachers
were compelled, from want of any retiring
allowance, to continue their labour when no
longer adequate to their work ; or that there
have been cases in which, from unwilling-
ness on the part of those to whom it prima-
rily belouged to prosecute, or from causes of
a similar kind, processes Lave been tardily



commenced or carried on against those who
were liable to prosecution. Many cases may
be named in which ministers or Presbyteries,
on representing to heritors the infirm state of
a deserving schoolmaster, have succeeded
in procuring from their liberality an allow-
ance by which he was enabled to employ an
adequate assistant ; 29 substitutes are report-
ed as employed last year in the parish
schools that were examined ; and, in regard
to prosecutions, 1t will not appear that Pres-
byteries have been negligent of their duty
when it is stated, on inforration before the
Committee from 60 out of the 83 Presbyte-
ries of the Church, that since the passing of
the Act, 1803, there have been in these 60
Presbyteries 70 processes against schoolmas-
ters for immorality or neglect of duty, of
which 35 were at the instance of tha Presby-
tory or minister, or minister and kirk-session,
and that in 39 of the 70 cases deposition was
the result, 17 of the others ending in the
resignation or retirement of the school-
master.

Returns were received from the 83 Pres-
byteries excepting 8. In 73 of the Presby-
terial returns that were received (two of
them being in a form whick pievented their
being classed with the rest) 873 parish
schools and 46 burgh schools were reported
as examined ; there being about 130 parish
and burgh schools not reported as examined
generally from vacancies, ill health, or other
sufficient causes. There were 1479 other
schools (subscription, privately endowed, and
adventure) reported as examined. It appears,
therefore, that a very large proportion of all
schools in Scotland are periodically report-
el as examined by the Presbyteries of the
Church. In these 73 Presbyteries 34 parish
schoolmasters are reported as having been
appointed during the year. The number of
Pupils reported as present at the examina-
tion of 845 parish-schools was 55,085, the
average being upwards of 65 at each ; and
the number of pupils reported as enrolled
during the year at 754 parish schools was
65,615, the average being 87 enrolled at each
parish sehool.

1t appeared to the Committee that it
would be of importance to obtain precise
information reganding another pomt, viz., the
amount of funds permanently appropriated
in Scotland for the purposes of Education, in-
dependently of the statutory provision for the
parish-schools.  They issued in Jannary last
gueries on this point to the ministers of all
parishes, and they are now enabled to pre-
sent an abstract of returns from 898 out of
979 parishes, from which it appears that
among these parishes there are 744 schools
(213 parochial, 531 nou-parochial) deriving
the advantage of mortified founds or other
property, the aunual value of which .is
%33,387, of which about nected with the
Church of Scotland. Tt £22,517 is in aid
of schools specially condoes not appear
that funds so mortified have to any extent
been lost. These endowments, which are
distributed over the whole of Scotland, have
been of great service in promoting the
cause of education; in many cases they
have been applied to aid schools previ-
ously existing, and have contributed to the
mprovement of these schools, or to provide
forthe education of poor children; in other
Cases they have been the means of calling
uto existence new schools, witich have sup-
g:l?emed in no inconsiderable degree the

€quate provision of the existing parochial

schools, From the minute of April, 1850,
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it appeared that in 926 parishes a sum of
£19,660 had been voluntarily contributed
during the previous year for schools in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland ; and
there is no reason to suppose that this sumis
not the average of whatis so contributed
from year to year. To this may be added the
annual value of the accommodations of the
Assembly and Society schools, or abont
£3000 ; the annual value of the private en-
dowments appropriated to schools specially
counected with the Church of Scotland, or
about £22,517 ; and the amount of the stat-
utory salaries of the parochial schoolmas-
ters, which, at the average of the last twen-
ty-five years, is upwards of £30,000; and
the annual value of their statutory accommo-
dations, or about £12,000 ; so that, indepen-
dently of school fees, and of the school
accommodations, in many cases privately
afforded by heritors or others, the yearly
amount appropriated to the purpose of Edu-
cation in schools specially connected with
the Church of Scotiand may be stated as

| somewhat exceeding £87,000, or, making

allowances for those parishes unreportod as
to voluntary contributions and private
endowments, about £90,900,

Dr Cooxk, after reading the Report, read a
communication, which he had addressed to
the members of Committee, intimating that,
on account of the pressing demands on the
time of the Convener of the Scheme and his
distance from Edinburgh, he could no longer
hold the office, and gave in his resignation.

The Rev. Dr. Barr after a long and able
address moved the adoption of the Report,
and the thanks of the House to the Conve-
ner, paying a high compliment to Dr. Cook
for his management of the Scheme, and
expressing the regret with which, in com-
mon with every member of the Honse, he
had heard the announcement of his intention
to resign the office of Convener. That regret
was greatly aggravated by the consideration
that to supply the place of Dr Cook, in a
manner suited to the circumstances of the
times and the importance of the woik, was
all but impracticable. (Applause.)

Piincipal Drwar, of Aberdeen, second-
ed the wotion,

Principal Leg called the atlention of the
House to acts of Assernbly, passed in 1794
and 1799, requiring Presbyteries to furnish
to the Assembly annual returns of the
schools they had examined, and of the state
they were in.  Since 1834, however, nosuch
reports had been preseuted to the Assem-
bly; and he complained of the want of these
as putting them in this position, that they
could not appeal to the records of the Assem-
bly and say to the country, here is the num-
ber of schools that have been examined by
the Church, and the results of that examin-
ation. At present they could not exactly tell
the number attending on their schools, and
he had to implore the Assembly to require
from Presbyteries an account of the number
of the schools, along with the results of their
examination. Unless this were done, it was
impossible they vould render a satisfactary
account of what was doing by the Church in
the matter of Education; and he stated it as
his conviction, that more satisfactory results
would have been exhibited had this been at-
tended to by the inferior courts.

The Mongrator conveyed the thanks of
the Assembly to Dr. Cook and the Education
Committee. He said that, whatever views
other Churches might take as to the obli-
gations incumbent on them, it had ever been
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considered by this Church as a matter of
sacred and imperative duty to provide for the
godly upbringing of the young. (Applause.)
Through her instramentality and under her
supervision a system of education had been -
provided for the State, but, that having been
found inadequate in respect of the increasing
population of the country, this supplementary
scheme had been established by the Church.
‘It was the earliest of the Schemes which had
sprung from her philanthropy and Christian
zeal, and in its results it had not proved the
least fiuitful. Its importance had been en-
hanced by the proceedings that had been
going on of late in high places, and it had
stood forth amidst these proceedings as at
once a proof of the enlightened zeal and phi-
lanthropy of this Church, and as the best ex-
ponent of those principles on which, accord-
ing to their view, education should be bas-
ed.

REPORT ON PARISK SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL~
mastERs. The Report ou this subject was
also given in by Dr. Cook, St. Andrews. It
detailed at length the proceedings for the
past year in following out the remit from last
Asserably. It particulaiy adverted to the in-
troduction of the Lord Advocate’s Bill—to the
deputations sent by the Committee to enlist
opposition to it—to the disapprobation of it
pronounced by the Commission at the prore
nata meeting of the 22| March,as also by the
county meetings—and to its final rejection in
the House of Commons on the 12th May by
a majority of 193 to 184. The defeat of the
bill had not advanced the objects the Church
aimed at in regard to the improvement or,
at least, the maintenance at the present
rate of the salaries of the parish teachers;
or in regard to the extension of education so
as to tneet existing defects in such a manner
as would not infringe the rights of the Church,
or withdraw the present securities forthe re-
ligious character of the education. The
Committee entertained the hope that a mea-
sure would be introduced in this session that
would temporarily secure the calaries from
being redunced, and they were of opinion that
every exertion should be made to support
that bill.

Mr. PHIN had to propose a set of Resolu-
tions in which were carefully avoided all
subjects that might cause difference of opi-
nion, it being of importance, he thought, that
the House should come to a unanimous
deliverance upon this question. He had pre-
Eared these resolutions in consequence of

aving seen others,that, he believed,were to
be submitted to the Assembly, in which mat-
ters were referred to on which it was quite
certain that the House would not unanimous-
{y concur. The Resolutions were as fol-
ow i—

“The General Assembly, having heard the
Report of the Committee on Paroc‘:hml
Schools,approve of the diligence of the Com-
miltee, instruct the Moderator to return to
them, and especially to their anvener, the
thanks of the House, and re-appoint the Com-
mittee with the same powers as before,

“The General Assembly express their cor-
dial satisfaction with the rejectiou of the ed-
ucational measure recently introduced into’
the House of Commons by the LordAdvocate,
and record their warm gratitude to those
members of the Legislature and other in-
fluential persons who advocated the rights
and privileges of this Chnrch, and the cause
of religious education in Scotland.

“The General Assembly declare theirear~
nest desire to see the emoluments of the pa-
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rochial schoolmasters increased, their status
raised, retiring allowances provided for those
of them who are disabled by age or infirmity,
and greater facilities arranged for the re-
moval of unworthy teachers; and remit to
the Committee to petition both Houses of
Parliament for these objects and to employ
all other constitutiona) means for- their ac-

i
complishment. !

“The General Assembly confidently ap-
peal to the past history aud present exertions
of this Church in proof of her having al-
ways endeavoured to promote the education !
of the people, and declare themselves ready |
to hail with the ntmost gratification any |
measure for supplying whatever deficiency |
may be found to exist in the means of edu-
cation, provided the same measure is in ac-
cordance with the constitutional rights and
privileges of this Church and is fitted to se-
cure the godly upbringing of the youth of the
land.”

Mr. Suanp, W. S., seconded the Resolu-
tions.

Dr. Granam, Killearn,proposed a series of

Resolutions somewhat diifering from those
which had juet been laid on tie Table. It
must be gratifying to the Assewbly that the
biil wiiich had lately been introduced into
the House of Commons on the subject of ed-
ucation had been rejected. In 1803 Govern-
ment took up the case on the complaints of
the General Assembly, and granted much
more liberal salaries;in consequence ofwhich
better eandidates came forward, and great
improvements were made in the modes of
teaching. These improvements in the edn-
cation of Scotland had gradually proceeded,
and, thongl it was now said that the glory
of Scotland as an educated country had de-
parted, and though certain parties were call-
ing for a remodeling or rather a revolution-
ising of the parish schools, he believed the
Assembly would concur with him in saying
that the parish schools of Seotland were
never in a more efficient stats within the
mewmory of man than th-y were at this mo-
ment, both in regard to the number of schol-
ars and the extent aud accuracy of the
scliolar=hip. (Applause.) [t was  gratify-
ing to know that an interim bill was to De
passed for the purpose of maintaining the

resent salaries of the teachers; but they
{::l(l still to guard against any attempt to re-
new the bill which had just beeu thrown out.
It was necessary that the Commitiee should
be re-appointed to hold intercourse with
Goverament, and to meet them in a liberal
and conciliatory spirit.  While it would
be the prime duty of the Committee to de-
mand altention to the views of the Church
and the schools being indispensable to the
godly npbriaging of youth, and as to the ne-
cessity of providing” more liberal salaries,
as well as retiving allowances 1o the school-
masters, he thought there were some points
on which they might safely make conces-
sions. The first concession, perhaps, that

it would be necessary to make was, that the |

schools aided by Government should be open

to the visits of the Government inspector—

no power of control, however, being given
him over the schaols; and another conces-
sion might be, that the Charch shonld trans-
fer her penal jurisdiction over the school-
masters to the Crown, which possessed far
greater facilties for conducting proceedings
than the Chnrch had. Dr. Graham propos-
ed the following Resolutions :—

“ The General Assembly, having heard

the Report of the Committes on Parochial

|
t Parliament a measure for continuing in the
.
|
a
{
i
|
!
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[ schools and schoolmasters, and having alsc

considered the overtures on the same sub- |

| ject, return thanks to the Committee and
their Convener for the great attention be-
comumitted to their charge, and reappoint the
Committee with additions, Dr. Cook, St. An-
drews, to be Couvener.

House of Commons on the subjectof educa-
tion in Scotland has been thrown out, and
anew declare their resolution to maintaiu
and endeavour to extend in its eonnection
with the National Church the admirable
system of parochial schools, which has, by
the blessing of God, been productive of ines-
timable benefit to the people of this country.

“The General Assembly have learned |

with satisfaction that it is the intention of
her Majesty’s Government to introduce into

meantime at their present amount the salar-
ies of the parochial schoolmasters. But, as
it is aniversally admitted that these salaries
are inadequate, they instruct the Committee
to continue to press this matter on the consid-
eration of toe Government; and earnestly
to urge that any legislutive measure on the
subject of Education may contain provisions
for increasing the emoluments of the teach-
ers, affording retiring allowances to those
who by age or infirmity are disqualified for
their duties, and providing greater facilities
for removing from the office of schoolmasters
persons guilty of immoral or iimproper con-
duet, it being understood that the allowauce
of salaries should be made subject to such
provisions as shall best promote the efficien-
cy of the teachers ; and that the inspection
of schools by inspectors named by the Crown
shall be conducted on the same principles
as heretafore,

“ The General Assembly further declare
their readiness to hail with satisfaction and
alford every assistance in their power, toany
measure caleulated to supply on sound prin-
ciples any deficiencies that exist in the
means of Education, and thusto promote the
great object for which thic Church has so
Tong and so zealously laboured—namely, the
godly upbringing of the young.

“The General Assewnbly, oratefully sensible
of the support which has beeurecently given
to the cause of sound ednention by a large
body of the nobility and gentry throushont
Seotland, confidently rely on their continned
aid in premoting these most impartant ob-
jects, and enjoin the diffevent Presbyteries ot

the Ciwrch to use their utmost diligence for

the same end.”

Mr. Rose, Tain, said that, while the late
Secession had been greater in the northern
counties than in any other part of Scotland,
he had no hesitation in saying that at this
moment the Schools connected with the Es-
tablishment in the north conld show at least

. one-third more pnpils now than they had
prior to 1813. Kvery attempt had been
made to keep scholars away from the parish
schools, but it was generally found that the
public had more confidence in the parish
schools than in any other schools. In Tain
parish school. which they were only strug-
gling to establish in 1819, there were 81
scholars at last examination ; and in that of
Red castle, where there were only 5 pupils
! few years ago, thore were last vear 133,
! They all blamed the Emperor of Russia for
interfering with the peace of the World at a
s time when it was making greater progress

stowed by them in prosecuting the objects |

““The General Assembly express their |
satistaction that the bill brought into the

thaa ever in civilisation ; he thought the late
attack on the parish schools in the time of
their prosperity as above as bad as the attack
of the Emperor of Russia. (Laughter and
applause.) He supported the motion of Dr.
Graham.

Dr. Brycesdid that he very cordially con-
curred with his reverend friend near him in
all that had fallen from him in vindication of
the schools of Scotland frum the very uufair
an:l unjust aspersious that have been cast
upon them in ancteer place and in repudiat-
ing with all becoming warmth of indigna-
tion tie equally unjust impntation cast
upon the Presbyteries of the Church iu the
discharge of their duties towards theso
schools 5 but, while so far agreeing with the
Rev. Doctor, he could not support his resolu-
tions, and, should a vote be taken, he should
feel himself bouud to give his for the resolu-
tious of Mr. Phin. IIe stated at length the
grounds on which he thought these resolu-
tions disposed of the question as it ought to
be dealt with,

Professor SwinToN expressed his cordial
concurrence in Dr. Graham’s Resolutions.

fe thought it was right that some attempt
should be made to relieve Presbyteries from
the expeuse and the odinm and the difficul-
ty which such eases devolved upon them,
both as prosecutors and judges, though it
would have been as well if a distinetion had
been made between the offence of heresy and
what were called civil offences. Nor wonld
he have any objaction to the inspection of
the schools by inspectors nominated by the
Crown. To the mode in which that inspec-
tion was proposed under the billto be cou-
ducted no one could offer a more determined
opposition than he would; but to inspection
in supplement to the invaluable inspection of
Presbyteries, which would be limited 1o the
suggesting of improvements, and reporting to
Government as 1o whether the schools were
in an efficient state— to inspection, dennded
of all power to take cognisance of the reli-
gious teaching in the school, he did not ob-
ject.  (Applanse.) Great good would, he
belicved, result to the schools by the sug-
gestion of the public inspectors as to the
mode of conducting them, and public coiifi-
dence would be strengthened in them by the
reports which these inspectors would convey
to Government as to the condition of these
schools. It was also an almost universally
recognised principle, that, where public
money was granted, public inspection must
go along with it ; but, independently of this,
it was well known that the Government in-
spectors were often voluntarily invited by
Synods and Presbyteries to visit the parish
schools within their boands, and give their
opinion, as professional men, as to the mode
in which they were conducted. While,
therefore, he approved of cortain principles
recognised in the Iate bill, there was one fa-
tal pait of it to which it was impossible for
this Church to give herconcurrence—name-
ly, that no security whatever was provided
for the religions principles of those by whom
relizions trath was to be taught.  He thonght
it tnost important that inthe instructions to be
given to the Committee there should be an
expression of a determined resolution to con-
tinne to maintain and extend the connection
existing between the National Church and
the paffsh-schools. He lhogzht it was nec-
essary to their proceedings with regard tothe
other matters referred to in the Resolutinns 3
and, while the expediency was disputed of
entering on the records of the House any ex-



pression of willingness to see other qr-
thodox denominations get a share out of the
public funds in suppoit of their schpo_ls, they
night, nevertheless, express the willingness
of the Church to agree toauny measure adopt-
ed by the Legislature, calculated to promote
on sound principles the religious education
of the youth of the country. Let it be seen
by the world that what the Church contend-
ed for was,not ecclesiastical supremacy, but
the great object of securing the godly up-
bringing of the youth. (Cheers.

Principal Lie vindicated the condition of
the schools before 1802 from the depreciato-
1y remarks of Dr. Giaham. He disapproved
the surrender of the Presbytery’s jurisdiction
over delinquent schoolmasters, and therefore
could not support Dr. Graham’s motion ; nor
would he support Mr. Phin’s Resolutions as
he disapproved of the way in which they
were worded.

Several members amidst calls of “Adjourn?”
attempted to continue the discussion; but,
the hour of 6 o’clock having nearly arived,
it was agreed to adjourn the debate, and in
consequence of Lady Belhaven’s reception
in the evening it was resolved to hold no
evening sederunt.

Tnurspav, May 25.

The Assembly met at 12 o’clock.

S8ERMONS BEFORE THE COMMISSIONER.

The Rev. J. R. Macduff, of St. Madocs,
was appointed to preach before the Lord
High Commissioner on Sabbath forenoon,
and the Rev. Alex. Hill, of Kilsyth, in the
afternoon.

ADJOURNED DEBATE ON THE REPOKRT OF PAR-
ISH 8CHOULS, &c.

Dr. Cook, Haddington, stated at length the
grounds on which he felt himself constrained
to oppose the motion of Mr, Phin, and also
certain objections which he had to the reso-
lutions ‘as’ submitted by Dr. Graham. He
concluded by proposing the following clause
in room of the one to which he objected :—
‘1t being understoed that the inspection
of schicols shall be conducted by inspectors,
named by the Crown and approved of by
the Church, without interfering with or in
any respectsuperseding the superintendence
which fiom their foundation had been exerci-
sed overthe parochial schools by the Church
of Scotland.”

The Rev. Dr. RoserTson, after a few pre-
liminary remarks, adverted to the views
which had been thrown out by thuse for
whom he had the highest respect, viz, that
it was impossible to anlicipate in this manu-
factaring and mining community but that
there would always be a large portion of the
populaiion who would refuse taking advan-
tage of any system of elementary education.
With this position he had no sympathy ; it
was opposed to the light of understanding,
and moreover was opposed to the Volume of
Revelation, which declared that the hour was
onthe wing “ When all the kingdoms of this
world would become the kingdoms of God
and His Christ.” The problem wasa practical
one, and it was one that, he believed, might
in their own day be to a certain extent gue-
cessfully solved. He had neverthought that
the school alone could effect this, but he said
that, if the Chureh of Christ would go forth
to the neglected adult as well asthe neglect-

ed young, he felt assured that, if she would
’eBOIutely put her shoulder to the great work,
7O mayy years would elapse before the
fruit thereofwould be for the gladdening of the |
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whole land. He therefore mamtained that:
the problem was one that could be practically
and successfully dealt with, and he looked on
that problem as the great question which the
Assembly was called on to unswer this day.
It had been said by his respected father,
who introduced the second set of resolutions,
that, if there was a deficiency in the meaus
of education in Scotland, it was not the fault
of the Church of Scotland. He hoped he
did not love the Church of Scotland less thas
his iriend, and, although he did not mean to
say that it was the exclusive fault of their
Church, still he believed that she must share
the blame along with the Legislatare. It
was not enough for her to remonstrate with
the Legislature on the subject; it behoved
the Church, if slhie meant 10 do the work, to
have put her own shoulder toit, and to have
gone forth in seasou and out of season ; and
he repeated, that, if thishad been done by
the Church—erippled as she had been by
more than one secession—the present num-
berof her ministeis and elders would, by
the blessing of God, have led 1o a glorious
result, and that she wonld have brought the
work to a very speedy and successfal ter-
mination. His objection io the first set of res-
olutions was, that they proposed nothing to
meet the case with which they had to deal.
They seemed ‘studiously to avoid throwing
out any hint whatever of the grounds on
which the Church could come to an under-
standing with the Legislature on this impor-
tant subject. He did not say that this was in-
tentionally done inany offensive sense of the
word,he would not gothe length ofsaying that
there was a snake in the grass ; but what he
would say was this, that virtually these res-
olutions transferred the dealing with this
great question from the Church of Scotland,
fully represented in her General Assembly,
to a small committee of some dozen or twen-
ty meelting in Edinburgh, after a Bill on the
question of Education should have been
brought in.(Hear.) He did not think this was a
manful way of dealing with the question. He
did not think it was a fair way of treating the
Legislature of the country; and he did not
think this would be a right expression of the
gratitude of the Church for the important
services which had been reudered to her b
the heritors. He did not think the Church
of Scotland had any great cause to be asham-
ed of the course she had taken, and, if this
were so, he did not see why she should not
embrace the constitutional opportunity now
offered to her of fairly and respectfully put-
ting this before the country. (Hear,) The
object of the mover of the first set of resolu-
tions was said to be to secure the unanimity
of the House. He corlially desired such a
result, and he should be delighted if they
could be at one on this subjeet; but he did not
think it desirable, in orderto obtain this, that
the Assembly should shirk from the consider-
ation of this great question, and for himself
he claimed the fullest expression of his indj-
vidual opinion in entering on the question
before them. In entering on the econsider-
ation of the subject, he first referred 10 the
objection urged by Dr. Biyce against the de-
nominational system, and said that he (Dr.R.)
admitted that, abstractly, he was not favour-
able to such a system of cducation,and that he
would be delighted were the whole people
of Scotland to agree with him in regard to
their admirable parochial system. Unbhap-
Ei]y,however,xhat_was notthe case, and they
ad just to deal with things as they were.
Allusion had been made to statutes of the
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Chureh, and he had the greatest respect for
these, and he did not dispute their relevancy -
in some cases, and he felt that there must be
a relevancy in circumstances ; and that they
were not entitled to look from behind a ram-
part of pasteboard, or to shut their eyes at
what was goiug on around them. = This
method of proceeding, to say the least of it,
would be a very unwise one. Itappeared to
him that there were just three conceivable
ways in which this question could be dealt
with. In the first place, they might insist dn
such an extension of their parochial system
ae should supply the whole edbeation of the
country, and they might jusiet, as they were
an Established Church, that not a penny of
the public money should be given toany re-
ligious denomination except themselves,
and, were the country differently situated, he
did not ray but that this was the plan which
he would best like ; but it was quite evident
that, if they insisted on any such scheme as
this, they would entirely denude themselves
of any little influence that they might have
in asking for a settlement of the question.
There was another national system that had
been mooted, namely, to exclude Religion
altogether from the schools under what was
called Secular Education. He needed nct to
state theinsurmountable objection which Jay
against the adoption of such a system, and
he should just say once for all that he could
not understand how any man, professing to
believe in the Scripturesof the Old and New
Testaments, and to feel that religion ought to
pervade and regulate every department and
action of life, could agree to put the educa-
Lional institutions of the country on a footing
that should exelude all reference to Religion
for some four or five hours of each day dur-
ing the most precious houars of human life.
(Applause.) Well, then, there remained
the denominational system so called. By
the denominational system he understood
that, if parties dissenting from the Church
insist on it, they would be allowed 1o have
schools of their own. He did not look at
that, however 5 he looked to themselves in
the matter, and, if he preferred the denomi-
national system, he looked altogether awuy
from the schools without the pale of the
Church, and preferred it, becanse it gave
bim fall liberty and freedom of action in
the schools witlin the pale of the Church.
This was what he desiderated,that the Churoh
should be wholly untrammeled in her own
operations, and that she should be at liberty
within her schools, and by the preaching of
the Word of God, without any control orinter~
ference on the partof any one, togo forth and
take possession of the waste places of the land.
And the fundamental objection which he en~
tertained to the Bill lately before Pasliament
was, that it crippled that liberty, that it
stereotyped a certain system, saying to the
Church and to the other denominations of
the country that eGucation must be giveu
according to that stereotyped system. He
maintained that this was an interference in
the very highest department of human ljper-
ty. And he thought that the Legislature
made a great mistake in inserting such a
provision in the Bill alluded to. He did not
mean to say that that measure was brougkt
into Parliament by men who were not as
warm lovers of liberty ag himself, for they
had been repeatedly told that by it no offence
wouid Dbe done o any man’s conscience,
that it was orly the reserving of certain
liberties, but that it did not trample on the
fundamental principles of religious LiLerty.
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He thought there was an expression in the
standards of the Church which the Logisla-
ture would have done well to have kept in
their remembrance when dealing with the
question of Education; and that expres-
sion did not refer the control of conscience
to the Legislature. It told them that God
alone was the Lord of the couscience, and
that it belonged to every man to judae of
matters allecting  couscience for himself.
For himself, he would have felt agurieved
had the members of his family becu limited
in the time of religious teaching, as propo-
sed by the Bill, aud he maintamed that the
Legislature, in dealing in this way, were
dealing in a manner that no Legislature had
aright todo. (Applause.) Retainingthese
views, if he claimed liberty of conscience to
himself, he must give liberty of conscience
to others. He repeated that he had uo desire
to encourage the denominational systemn; he
believed that these schools counld not flourish
to any extent in this count.y ; but he said, if
they were wished for—if parties refused to
avail themselves of the schools of the Church
of Scotland, then, inasinoch as the country
required to be educated, and inasmuch as
men’s consciences ought to be respected,
then on these grounds he felt by much the
less of two evils was to allow these parties
to have schools for themselves. As he had
said, he did not believe that these schools
would prevail to any extent; and he thought
tnat cn this subject much more ajarm had
been expressed than there was any just
occasion for.  The rev. Doctor then pro-
ceeded to refer to sume of the arguments
advanced by Dr. Cook, Haddingtou, in
refeience to the objectionable features of
the Bill recently before Parliament. He
took a different view of the public inspection
of the Church schools than that taken by the
reverend gentleman. When there was a
grant of public mouey, he held that there was
a right of inspection on the part of the Gov-
ernment, and that, under rizht limitations,
it was of great consequence in itself. He
wished to see the country educated, and the
great question was how could it be effec-
tually done? He was far, indeed, from say-
ing that the inspection of the Presbyteries
had not been of the utinost consequence.
He wished that inspection to be continued,
and lie would not have one iota of their
privileges interfered with. He had no doubt
that in the great majority of Presbyteries
men might be found as able to conduet a
school examination as a Government In-
spector; (Applause) but on the other hand
he thought it no disparagement to himself
or to his brethren to say that professional
men, equally well educated as themselves,
and who had had their attention directed
to the subjeet, were on the whole more
likely to conduct the examination of a school
in the secular department than those whose
attention might only be directed to the mat-
ter for a few weeks onceinayear. There
was moreover this advantage, that by the
publication of the Inspector’s Reports the
schoolmasters throughout Scotland "might
have the opportunity of profiting by the com.
parison between their own schools and 8thers,
and in this way the geneial cause of Ed-
ucation would be advanced. He believed
that in this public inspaction the parochial
schools from one end to the other would bear
comparison with any others; and that, so
much the closer the examination was made
into them, so much the higher the meed
of praise that would be bestowed on them.
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(Applause) He did not under-estimate the
educational attainments of the country not-
withstanding all they had heard on the
subject, for he believed that, taking it as a
whole, Scotland was at this day the
very best educated country in the World.
(Applause) ; but, if he wastospeak of Ed-
ucation absolutely—if he was to go into the
lanes and closes of the large towns, and
some of their country parishes, putting his
hand on one man after another—ifhe was
to ask himself the question, “ Is this man
intellectually, physically, and morally cul-
tivated so as to bring out all his powers
and facuities which God had given him for
the dignity of his own being, for the ad-
vancement of the best interests of society,
for the glory of God aud for the good of man,
he said, if he had to take tiis criterion as the
criterion of education, looking to the question
absolutely, then, high as their eduncational
rank considered comparativly was, he was
not afraid to say Scotland was not yet halfedu-
cated. Dr. Robertson then took up Dr. Cook’s
observations as to the schoolmasters’ salaries,
and contended that in any arrangement that
should be made it wonld Dbe mach better
to have a graduated scale thana fixed one,
so as to afford encouragement to talented
men for exerting themselves in the work of
Education. Tlhe plan he woukl propose
would be that,whateversum the heritors gave,
it should be imperative on Government
to give a like sum, so that, in the event
of the heritors giving £.25, the Govern-
ment would do the same, thus bringing up
the salary to £.50; but he wounld not stop
there, and even contemplated that the her-
itors might be willing to give £:35, which,
with the Government allowance, would
make up the salary to £.70 a year. At
some length the learned Professor alluded
to the manner in which the Dick Bequest
had been managed, as atfording a model to
Government should they be contemplating
another measure ou the subject of Education.
He passed a high eulogium on the way in
which that bequest had been conducted,
and said that 1t had been the means of
raising the standard of eduvcaton in the
counties of Aberdeen, Banfi and Moray
to a high pitch of excellence. He con-
cluded by intimating his intention to sup-
port the Resolutions of Dr. Graham.

Dr. RoBert MACPHERSON, in supporiing
Dr. Graham’s Resolutions, saggested that
means should be taken for having schools
established and aided in counection with par-
ishes quoxd sacra as well as in connection
with parishes quoad omnia.

Dr. SimesoN, Kirknewton, concurred with
all that had been =aid as to the debt of grat-
itnde which the Church owed several in-
dividuals for the result of the debate of
the 1<th May. Having been in London for
a considerable period before that oceasion,
and having had the gool fortune to hear
the debate, he might be aliowed to say that
they owed a very larze debt of gratitude
to several members of the Legislature, both
for the unwearied energy, dilicence and
activity with ‘which they prepared for
the coming debate, and for the ability
with which they treated the subject when
before the House. But, while unwilling to
bestow individual praise where all had de-
served so well, he would ventare to
wention the name of one individual, beine
assured the mention of his name here wonld
not be gimdzed by those who stood around
him in defence of the parish schools and

shared with him the honourof the triumph—
he referred to the young nobleman who sec-
conded the amendmnent. (Applause.) He (Dr
Simpson) felt it to be a high privilege to see
the youthful heir of a house, to wiich Scotland
looked for everything that was great and pa-
triotic, acting in a manner worthy of his
house and sire, aud he could give him no
higher praise. (Applause.) He thought it
was delizhttul to seehim make his [irst essay
in the warfare of the House of Commons in
defence of a time-honoured institution of the
country, and which was worthy of all the
care with which it had been cherished.
(Hear, hear.) As to the guestion before the
House, he approved of the clause in the
third resolution of Dr. Graham, and with
regard to the paragraph to waich Dr Graham
had referred, he (Dv. Simpson) approved of it
as it arigmally stood, believing that it just
bore the very interpretation which Dr. Cook
wished itto bear. He undoubtedly understood
by these resolations that the ouly inspection
to which the Church conld for one moment
consent was the kind of inspection which
Dr. Cook bad described. e thousht it the
duty of the Churen to subwmit to aud to
call for that friendly kind of inspection
which interfered with no right or priv-
tlege of the Church, while it was in it-
self a most importaut boon and advautage to
the Church. Nor would it do to give this
question the go-bye, or leave it 10 infe-
rior Courts of the Chureh or to the Commit-
tee. The question had been mooted, and
they must be prepared to give to it a distinet
auswer, and for this amongst other reasons,
that, though a victory had been achieved,
the warfare was not over, and he believed
that, if the Church came again to deal with
Government in regard to any bill to be brought
before Parliament, the first question asked
would be, ¢ What of inspection ? *? and it
would not do for the Church to say, < Oh,
that is a question to which we have never
given our attention. ” He hoped the Church
would not =0 stultify herself, and he for one
was glad that this question had fairly come
up. He deprecated in the strongest terms
resistance by the Church to inspection : the
inevitable practical conclusion from that
would be, that there was something about
the parish schools they did not wish the Gov-
ernment and the public to kuow. He maia-
tained that the parish schools were admira-
bly taught, that they never were more effi-
cient ; and, if that were the case, would not
public inspection strengthen public confi-
dence in them? Ifthere were in them any im-
provements desirable or amendments neces-
sary, or defects to be removed, surely the
sooner they - had inspection the better.
Amongst all the iustrunientalities and agen-
cies that had been beneficial in the continu-
ance of the connection between the Church
and the schools, there had been none more
effectual than the declaration which had
been sizned by 2000 of the Heritors of Scot-
land. Bat he shoull tremble to ask the
question how many of these gentlemen, who
had put their names to that declaration, and
liad giventhem their support at county meet-
ings, would sympathise with them in resist-
ing inspection. (Hear, hear.) The battle,
he feared, was again to be fought, and he
would implore the House to beware of doing
anything which would strenathen the hands
of "their enemies and cool the attachment
of their friends. (Hear, hear.)

Mr M’Leop, Glasgow, said that in the late
debate on the question of Tests his rev. friend,



Mr Phin, kad twitted him with his aﬂect:Qn
for past legislation, and had asked him if]
for instance, he rejoiced in the Canada Cler-
gy Reserves Bill. His reply was, that he
nad a warm allection for measures which had
nut been passed as well as for those that had.
He had a warm affection for the Canada Bill
inrespect that it had not passed, at least that
it had not passed the Colonial Legislature,
and, if it did pass, he would say that both it
and the Lord Advocate’s Bill were owing to
the very unfortunate differences that existed
amongst Presbyterians, He believed that it
was these differences alone that hazarded
the passing of the Clergy Reserves Act, and
he believed that, but for the unfortunate and
gratuitous divisious that existed in Scotland
among those who were united on great
common principles, they would not have to
deal with those suddeu, difficult, and per-
plexing questions that were constantly aris-
ing. Let the House consider the position in
which it stood at this moment. They were
not wiranging an ideal bill with the Legisla-
tre  at their feet. The Reformed British
House of Commons had not sent down to the
General Assembly, saying, “Gentlemen,
make out your ideal, make the Jargest de-
mands you like, and they will be immediate-
ly granted.” No, they were in a very differ-
ent position ; and let it be remembered that
on two occasions they had ecscaped by the
narrowest majorities from having their parish
schools destroyed—in one case by a majority
of only one, aud on the late occasion by a
majority of only nine. Let them look acain
to the state of the conntry, and they would
see that, but for the influence of the landed
aristocracy on the I eaislature, that Bill would
have been caried. They had only at pres-
eut, as it were, a breathing-time, a serious
breathing-tirne'to consider the whole guestion
in the fullest, calmest and most prudent
manner ; aud, if they were fair and consid-
erate, if they did not ride the high horse, if
they looked not to the ideal but to the possi-
ble and to the practicable, he did verily be-
lieve that the General Assembly would be
heard with the greatest possible respect,
when they next approached the Legislature.
But, if they were to go to the Legislature
with an ideal Bill, and if they did not deal
with things in a practical manner, they
would be looked upon by the country as men
whom it was no use hearing what they read,
and who must just be allowed to make reso-
lutions, arranging’them into sentences as pol-
ished and beautiful as possible, and there
was an end of them. But, thinking that the
resolutions laid on the Table by Dr. Graham
did contain a temperate, moderate and wise
view of things, he was most sanguine that
notouly would Government, if they did bring
forward a measure, willingly hear them, but
that they would also be listened to by all the
reasonable men in the country, and for the
unreasonable he did not care—they would
soon find their own level. Let them bring
forward proper measures snited to the coun-
try, and he had no fear of the result. This
might be called the spirit of the age, but
8pirit or no spirt, it was a good and substan-
tial body, too, with which they had to deal.
(A laugh.) He knew quite well there was
a poetry thrown round the ideal, and that
there was something chivalrous in com-
Ing forward to support the impossible and

e impracticable : and mightthey not expect
Bach chivalry in one coming from border
ands in one of the * Braw lads from Gala

ater.” (Laughter.) But stil! that was unot
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what they had todeal with; they had to deal
with the Acts of Pailiament. (Hear, hear.)
The rev. gentleman adverted to the often
repeated assertion as to the educational des-
titution in Scotland, some having said that
only one in twelve were receiving education.
The Church, he thonght,owed a debt of grat-
itnde to Mr. Gordon, of Newbattle, who in
his admirable and unanswerable pamphlet
bad proved from the Educational Census
that the average recciving education in
Scotland was 1 in 8, while in some districts
the average was Lin 6 or 1 in 5. It was
difficult todefine sometimes whalconsisteney
was. He did not charge his excellent friend,
Dr. Robert Buchanan, with inconsistency in
saying atone time in aspeech that he thought
the Established Chureh should saperintend
schools and in saying at another time that
now such a change bad taken place as that
he thought it should not. He cettainly ad-
mitted that it was inthe powerof the Legis-
lature to modify or to destroy the whole Es-
tablishment, parish churches and parish
schools.  He maintained that both the parish
schools and the parish churehes stood in
precisely the same category, and he never
heard an argument for putting down the
parish schools which did not equally apply
to the parish churehes. (Hear, hear.) It
was said, Why could not a I'ree Churchman
teach in the parish schools 2 He would say,
Why could he not preach in the parish
church; for he would preach there Just
as well. But what he asked was this
—Why should they be driven from the
parish  chuiches to make way for those
men, or driven from the parish schools
to make way for them? What had the
Chuich doneto warrant such a coup d'-
tat?  Oh, but Government might say, But
we gave you money for the parish schools,
and we must have a quid pro quo. Why,
Government had given money to build 1)
churches too, but surely that was no argu-
ment to hold that the doors sheuld be open
1o any ministers Government chose to put in.
Why for the money given to the Churel for
the parish schools the State secuied the aod-
ly upbrinzing of the youth; and was not
that a sufficient return for the paltry L.20,
000 or L.30,0007 He maiutained i would
be a great revolution in the country to
separate the parish schools from the parish
churches.  But perhaps he was inclined to
go much further than some of his fiiends in
regard to modifications. He could not see
any valid objection to Government inspec-
tion. He did not agree with Dr. Cook that
a man who did not pass the Government
Inspector should be deprived of his office.
He thought rather that a fixed minimum
should te secured to every teacher, and
that above that there should be a sliding
scale of additional grants to reward meri-
torious or lengthened service, these grants
to be determined by the Government In-
spector.  He had been twitted with incon-
sisteney in occupying a different position
in regard to the Universities. Why, this
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ency in bending so as to strengthen the
Church of Scotland in the land, and main-
taining a system of Education in connec-
tion with the Church, and he was quite
willing to tack either to the north-east or
the noith-west, provided he could gain that
point. But, in regard to the Universities,
he held that, as the Universities were the
only institutions of the kind in the country,
other denominations had an intgrest to be
represented in them, while this was ngt
the case with the payish schoo!s. He also
thought the proper parallel was between the
schoolmasters and the Divinity chairs, and
not between the schoolmasters and the Lay
chairs.  He was muach struck when in Lon-
don to find almost everywhere the impression
that this Church desired 1o possess the edu-
cation of the youth of all Scotland in her
hands, as if occupying a Hish Churel Pu-
seyite position in the matter, and even the
T'imes had declared that they held that all
the people were bound to come to the parish
church.  This was the effect of making
these dreadful and exaggerated demands
upon the country, and cousequently they
were treated as very unreasouable men.
He would remind the House that this oppo-
sition to all concession was inconsistent
with the position formerly occupied by the
Assembly when it declared thit it did not
look with envious eye on assistance being
given by Government to other denomina.
tons.  Did they mean now to unsay that?
They ousht, le thought, in the present
critical position of the Education question
thankfully to accept the minimum that
was consistent with their Chuich prinei-
ples. What he would desire wzs that
there should be no sanction given to any
general scheme unless that the Bible and
Shorter Catechism should be taught; he
wanted that made matter of legislation
that it should not be upset by local fuctjon,
He would only, in eonclusion, eXPress reavet
that the country was not more unanimous
on this question. All the evil arose out of
divisious and subdivisions amongst Pres
byterians. It might be well for them, and
for their brethren assembled in another
place, and for some of the Ministry this
day to humble themselves in sackeloth
and ashes when they thought on these
things. It was lamentable to think that
thote who were as one in their opirions
and doctrines should be separated in their
actions, while, were they but united, they
could so mould the nation as to make it
one of the grandest nations in the World.
He was grieved to think that Government
from the extremely difficult position in
which it was placed, in having to deal
with so many parties, wus opposing the
Chureh, and that the Church was forced
to occupy such a position as to give forth the
impression to the country that they were
obstructing Education. Let both deal req-

© sonably with each other, and he hLad po <

i as would be a blessing to the nation.

charge of inconsistency was altogether a

mere bugbear. Some men, in order to be
consistent, went stem on, like the Irishman,

seeing a great West Indiaman a-head,

course. (A laugh.) Now in such a posi-
tion he would just go a little out of his
caurse in order to get the sooner into it
again, and not go right smash into every-
thing. (Laughter.) There was a consist-

)
|
|
i

doubt of their coming to such a conclusion
! He
trusted the Resolutions of Dr. (raham
would be carried by an ovetwlelming ma-

« jority, such a majority as the famous one
who, when told to steer his ship north-east, |

they had the other duy, and thus teach the

| country that they were not carried away
hallooed to her to get out of his north-east :

by extreme men, but they were willing 10
adopt any fair and reasonable proposal for
the settlement of the question, (Applause.y

Sir Groree CLERk at some length sup-
ported the motion of Dr. Graham. He per-
fectly agreed with Mr. M*Leod that the par-
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ish schools weresan integral part of the ec-
clesiastical body, and the Free Church,
which had assumed a somewhat different
position from other dissenting bodies in
constituting itself not as a congregational
but as a territorial Chareh, had felt ittobea
necessary part of their economy to institute
a school in connection with each parish
church. And what course had they taken
with their school? Was it 2 matter of in-
difference with them to what Church the
schooimaster belonged? Had they not by
the strictest regnlativns taken care that no
ous should teach in them but bona fide
members of their own communion? And for
this he blamed them not; he thought they
were right, but he claimed the same privi-
lege for the Established Church. (lHear,
hear.) A misapprehension seemed to exist
that the same arguments against reguiring
tests in the Universities.applied to requiving
tests in the Schools. He agreed with Mr.
M¢Leod in his comparison of the schoolmas-
ter with the Professor of Divinity. Where re-
ligion was of necessity to be tanght, they
must have some standard by which to judge
of the teacher’s religion. He had heard with
great satisfaction the statement made yes-
terday by the minister of Tain, because
great stress had been laid on the particular
distriet of Easter Ross, where at the Disrup-
tion a large proportion of the Clergy left the
Church, carrying with them neatly the
whole of their Congregations with the parish
schoolmasters.  They had been told too
that in that distvict the clerical denunciations
of the Free Church had deterred many from
coming to the parish schools. He trusted
that auy minister that had so acted did not
carry with him the sympathy of the leaders
of the Free Church. He c¢onld not conceive
why those who wereJondest ir denouncing
priestly domination should themselves set
s0 bad an example. It was a matter of
great satisfaction to learn that in these districts the
parish schools were again gathering the scholars
they lost at the Disruption, and even going be-
yond the number of scholars they had previous to
that time. He"for one looked with no jezlousy on
the exertions of the Free Church in the cause of
Edueation. They owed them a debt of obligation
for in many places supplying the deficiencies in
education that existed. He only trusted that the
time had arrived when Ephraim would not envy
Judah, and he also trusted that Judah would not
envy Ephraim.  (Cheers.) Inspcetion had been
laid down as a necessary concomitant and condi-
tion of grants by Government in the way of Edu-
cation whether in England orin Scotland. This
Cliurch had expressed her determina.ion to main-
tain unimpaired the connection between the parish
church and the parish school. Now, if he thought
the additional inspection would in the slightest
degree impair the authority of the Church Courts
in this matter, l.ne would never agree to it, but he
was quite willing to agree to inspection on the
principles on which the Church had willingly
admitted it for the last five years, namely, that
the duty of the inspector should be limited to ex-
amination and to reporting on the state of the
schools visited by Lim, 1o power being given to
him of interfering with the internal management
aud still less with the religious education given
in the schools. And why was some expression
of the mind of the Church now necessary on this
subject 7 Because very different powers were giv-
en to the inspectors” under the late Bill. He
thought, if there were any evils likely to accrue
to the Church from the Government Inspection,
those evils had been reduced, by the regulations
which had been adopted for the last five years, to
the minimum. Inspection was stated by Govern-
ment as a sine quu NON, SO that without inspec-
tion the Church could get no public aid for her
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schools. He had not the smallest doubt that, it }
any such measure should be again proposed to
Parliament which should propose an inspection
such as militated against the great principles laid
down in the Declaration which had been referred
to, the great bulk of the landowners of Scotland
wonld say that they would not accept the grants
offered on these terms, but would, out of their
own means, provide adequate salaries for the
schoolmasters. But, if grants were to be refused |
merely becanse they would not submit to inspec-
tion of a reasonable kind, how could they expect
to carry the sympathies of the heritors along
with them 1

Mr. Phin then replied. Great benefits,
they had been told, womld resnlt t-om
Government inspection of the schools. Now

his motion did not condemn inspection,
and no gentleman in voting for it would he
precluded from accepting Government inspec-
tion. All he said 1was, that he did not
think it proper to go to Government and say
that this Church was ready to accept inspection.
Let the Government Wring forward its measure,
and then they would be prepared to say what
they would do. He held that the Church had
suffered much from the yielding and temporising
policy it had hitherto pursued. 1 Government
insisted on the right of inspection of the parish
schools in granting them aid, he knew of no prin-
ciple on which they could refuse to accept in-
spection for the 120 parish churches towards the
stipends ot whose miunisters the aid was granted
from the Consolidution Fund. It was not cor-
rect to say that Government had no inspectors of
the parish schools. It had its own qualificd and
recognised Inspectors in the ministers and elders
constituting the Presbyteries of the Church. He
vindicated the terms of his resoiutions, which, he
said, were such as no one present would disap-
prove of, aud were the only resolutions before
the House that could secure unanimity. He warn-
ed the Assembly against yielding to the current
and against further following out the policy
of the disastrous resolutions of 1849, and ex-
pressed his willinzness even to stand alone
10 resisting the innovations which were sanction-
ed by the Resolutions of Dr. Graham,

Dr Cook expressed his willingness, on receiving
the explanations that had been given of the Reso-
lutions, to withdraw the alterations which had
been proposed.

The vote was then taken on the two motions
with the following result :—

For D1. Graham’s Resolutions, 221
For Mr Phin’s ... ... .. 31
Majority, 190

The Assembly then adjourned till the evening.

EVENING SEDERUNT,

The Assembly met at 8 o’clock, the Moderator
in the Chair,

THE LANGHOLM CASE.

This case came before the Assembly by ap-
peals on the part of the presentee to the parish,
Mr M>Turk, from certain judgements of the Pres-
bytery of Langholm, finding relevant the objec-
tions taken to his settlement by 5 members of
the congregation. The presentation was made
from the Crown at the close of Jast year, and the
call to the presentee was signed by upwards of
200 of the communicants, but objections were
taken against him by several parties, on the
ground—1st, That hisstyle of preaching was not
adapted for such a large and intelligent popula-
tion. 24, That his manner in the pulpit wasnot
very becoming. 3d, That his discourses were
partial and unconnected. 4th, That his prayers
were desultory and unimpressive. 5th, That his
ordinary deportment was reckless, and occasion-
ally incorrect.  And, 6th, That he had used
undue meaus to obtain signatures to his call. The t
Presbytery had ut first postponed the considera-
tion of these objections, but at their meeting on
the 11th May had held them relevant, against

i
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which resolution Mr M*Turk tesk his appeals
A petition was also laid on the Table from the
callers to the presentee, urging on the tlouse to
make a speedy seitlement of the case.

Parties having been removed,

Dr Hrrw expressed his opinion that someof the
objections werc irrevelant,while others particular-
ly the 2d and 3d, although relevant in their nature,
were not so when urged only by afew individuals
against the almost unanimous sense of the con«
gregation. He moved that they sustaip the ap-
peal, repel the objections, and order the Piesby-
tery to procecd with the trials of the presentee on
Tuesday, June 6th, and, should anything occur
to delay the settlewent, direct the Presbytery to
appear before the next meeting of Commission,
who should have power finally to dispose of the
case.

Mr. Joun Coox, W. S., held that some of the
objections were rvelevant, though he thought
that the Presbytery had been guilty of irregu-
larity in the course of the proceedings. e
moved that the relevancy ot the 26d and 3rd ob-
jections be sustaiued.

After some discussion it was agreed to negative
Mr. Cook’s motion, when that of Dr. Hill
was adopted as the dcliverance of the House.

CASE OF THE SYNOD OF ORKNEY.

The Assembly took up the case of the
Rev. Mr. Aitchison, of the Presbytery of
North Isles, which came before themn by a
dissent and compluint against a sentence of the
Synod of Orkney. The subject matter seemed of
a very extraordinary character. It appeared that
Mr Keillor had inaccurately stated to a wanderiug
pedlar, whose child he was asked to baptise, that
the Presbytery had not granted him permission
to do so. Mr Keillor had mentioned the matter
to his brethren when metasa Presbytery, but
had not brought it before the Court as a part of
its business. In consequence of his sayiug lo
the pedlar that the Presbytery had not granted
him permission instead of the brethren, Mr. A.
charged him with uttering a wilful falsehood, and
brouzht the matter as a case to be dealt with by
the Presbytery. After examining into the facts,
the Presbytery decided that My. K. had not been
guilty of falsehood, but only of a blunder, and
for which they directed that he should be adimon-
ished. Agaiast this finding Mr. A. appealed to
the Synod on the ground that Mr. K. had been
guilty of scandal and sin, and ought to be depo-
sed ab officio, and subjected to public penance
in the parish church.  The Synod unanimously
dismissed the appeal with a strong expression of
their disapprobation of the spirit evinced by Mr
A.,and completely vindicating Mr. K. from any
blame whatever.

After hearing parties, Dr. Coox moved the
sentence of the House. As to the merits of the
case, he did not think that Mr. K. had been guils
ty ol any offence whatever, On the contrary, in
saying that he had submitred the pedlar’s case
to the Presbytery, he had in fact done so, although
not in a technical way. It was preposterous to
say that he had told an untruth. ~After animad-
verting on the language used by Mr. A., he mo-
ved that the Assembly sustain the sentence ot the
Synod, find that the charge of Mr.A. was unfound-
eg, and that Lis conduct was most uncharitable
in spirit, and his language and manner most un=
warrantable j instruct the deliverance to be read
in the presence of the Courts both of the Presby-
tery aud the Synod by the Moderator, There
was ouly one thing he regretted, aud that was,
that he could not accompany this sentence with
a decree of costs in favour of Mr. K,

Dr. Robertson, Principal Lee, and various other
members concurred in these sentiments. It was
proposed to expunge all record of the charge from
the books of Presbytery, but this was not found
expedient. Ultimately the motion of Dr. Cook
was unanimousty adopted with the addition that
the Presbytery were enjoined not to follow out
any senteuce of admonition.

The Assembly then adjourned.

(To be continued.)



COMMUNICATION.

[The conductors of % The Presbyterian” do
not hald themselves responsible for the opinions
expressed in the communications that may from
time to time appear under this bead.]

(For the Presbyterian,)
ASPECT OF OUR TIMES.

Al history shows that in every nation
the mass of the people are on the side of
what in the present day are called conser-
vative principles in the management of
public afluivs, Only a few, and these,
generally speaking, persons who from their
restless dispositions are incapable of se-
curing much advantage either. to them-
selves or ofhers in any circumstances,
look to profit amid the agitations of chan-
ges brought about by violence. The greater
number seek to secure their portion of
good in the more settled avocations fo
which the community is addicted. Love
of order, Jove of ease, dislike of trouble,
hope of gain, even a sense of right, but,
more perhaps than all these, that rever-
ence with which every child learns to re-
gard the prevailing customs of that elder
society, in which it is his ambition one
day to take a respectable place, tends to
make each successive generation foilow in
the footsteps of that which went before it.

Indeed revolutions are not hrought forth
by the generations in which they are con-
ceived. But,when the fathers, by speak-
ing against existing institutions, have
taught their children to despise and dis-
like them, their deom is settled, and pass
away they mwust, either by violence or
sudden death or silent and gradual decay.
Nothing therefore seems more certain than
that institutions, which have lost favour in

the eyes of the great conservative body of

any community, must totter and fall, and
the reign of their supporters come to an
end. Their dethroncment becomes only
a question of time and mode, but descend
from their place of pride and power they
must. As the great conservative body
falls gradually away from them, they find
themselves thwarted at every turn, and
impeded in all their movements, and at
last fairly brought to a stand-still in their
usual course of proccedings. But those
who wish to bear rule cannot stand still.
T'hey adopt therefore, what is the very
horror and aversion of conservatives, a
course of violence and innovation, and the
conservative mass swings fairly round to
the side of their adversaries, and power
and preeminence infallibly follow to that
side on which it inclines. When feeling
no longer safe within the barriers of old
laws and inveterate customs, they come
forth from these strongholds to entrench
themselves behind new enactments, it
avails nothing that the new lines of fortifi-
Cation are traced out with all the ancient
Ormalities, and the foundations laid with
all dye solemnity, by wen duly authorised
and arrayed in all the insignia of official
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dignity. They will find that what seemed
a sceptre that cou!d not be broken has be-
come a frail reed in their hands and a
mere mockery of the word of power. Their
adversaries,having brought them to a stand-

stillin their old course of action, and forced

them into a new one, where they can con-

tend with them on more equal terms, will
soon strip them of their official honours,
and spoil them of their prescriptive privi-
leges and put an end to their tenure of
power.

Now, ascertain parties which have hith-
erto exercized a great and-predominating

. . . . . I
social influence in their respective spheres !

of action, seem all fairly to have forfeited
conservative support, we augur that their
downfall is at hand; and that in conse-
quence the progress of society will take
new directions, producing immense chan-
ges over the whole face of the Earth, The
precise nature and extent cf these chan-
ges it is impossible to foresee or predict,
but come they must, and we may hope
that they will prove as beneficial as they
are certain to prove great and extensive
in the height and depth and length and
breadth of their operation.

The first of these parties we consider as
having lost favour in the eyes of the con-
servative public, and therefore destined to
fall, we shall notice, is that which desires
to perpetuate Negro slavery on this con-
tinent. The very fact that its supporters
have been constrained to avow their in-
tention to make the institution permanent
is enough to seal its doom, for the millions
of freemen who have no interest in it will
never resign themselves to the eternal dis-
grace of suffering such an opprobrium to
exist in the midst of them. But every one,
acquainted with the literary, philosophieal,
political and theological history of the
United States, knows that this domestic
institution, as it 1S3 wines called, long
enjoyed somethiﬂ? more than forbearance
from nearly all the leading minds in their
republic. It was not eudogised by all, but
the lightness of the censure, as compared
with the enormity of the offence, dealt out
to it by their very highest moral authori-
ties, almost amounted to approval. For, as
conspicuous merit is condemneg by faint
applause, so is flagrant guilt aquitted by
gentle reproof. Now, however, itis no
longer thus. The great conservative body
of the country is withdrawing both coun-
tenance and support from the domestic
institution. Clergymen and Churches are
becoming more than ashamed to furnish
excuses for it.  They are beginning to ask
whether they ought not solemnnly and pub-
licly to testify against its longer continu-
ance. The tide of public opinion is evi-
dently on the turn. It is felt that a deci-
gion must be come to, either to aholish the
institution or render it permanent; the
spirit of the age forecloses the one deci-
sion, there is therefore no alternative but
to consider how the other can best be car-
ried into effect.

| steps in the Union.
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Henceforth no forMal enactments in
support of slavery will geceomplish their
declared objects. Theyxill prove a dead
letter for the most part and, when they
take eflect, it will only be to accelerate
the inevitable catastrophe by hastening
the march of events which lead on to it.
This is evidently the effcct of the fugitive
slave law. When the slave-holder, lest
his slaves should escape from their bonds,
endeavoured to secure them by wreathing
the other end of the chain about the neek of
every freeman in the republic, he had re-
course to a very foolish device for the ac-
complishment of hLis purpose. Ile hag
given his slaves yoke-fellows, whom he
cannot restrain or hind over to do his be-
hests, and so maddened them by his out-
rageous and insulting attempt that they
will break away from him at all bazards,
and, in casting the ignominious fetters from
themselves, it will burst asunder those of
the hapless negro at the same time.
The effect of this law has been to draw
a slave chain across every man’s door-
He cannot come in
or go out, but he finds it in his path,
Nay itis attached to him go where he
will.  If he travel into foreign countries,
it must go with him. Let him gather it up
and stow it away as carvefully out of sight
as he can, he isin constant dread that it
will drop out and proclaim his disgrace.
He might turn fiercely upon gentlemen if
they should look askance at it when it
comes into view; but what can he do when
ladies and children, point to it, ask him,
if he is not ashamed of such an appendage.
Ladies and children will speak and ask
all manner of inconvenient questions, and
they have all read Uncle Tom’s Cabin,
and are quite prepared to catechise any
citizen of the freest nation on Earth
upon the subject of the domestic institu-
tion, who is so unlucky as to fall in their
way. He is constrained tosee the sceptre
of -his national idol, the glorious Republic
pointed at with the finger of scorn, fash-
ioned by laws which he has sanctioned
into a slave clog, and fastened by an ayu-
thority, which he is bound to maintain
with his blood, to the foot of miserable
men against wham he can charge no of-
fence but the colour of theirskin.  What-
ever the present generation of citizens in
this great Republic may do, it seems u
thing certain that the young people grow-
ing up in it under present influences will
wipe off at no distant day this conspicuous
blot from the National Escutcheon.” They
may not be the greatest people on castly,
as they fondly seem to imagine, but they
are a great people, the greatest on this
continent, and the only one that can make
its voice heard in the general council of
nations. S0 it does not become us to under-
value them. They form the bulwark of
the independence of America, North and
South.  To them it is due that no foreign
power will ever attempt to assert suprem-
acy on this side of the Atlantic. That
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battle has not to Be fought over again.
But, if this slaydty question were once
fairly disposed of, it will not only produce
an immense change in the social condi-
tion of the Southern Sates, but it will alter
the whole character of the political action,
foreign and domestic, of the entire Union
and so of this entire Continent. 'This as-
pect of our times, therefore, forebodes
much more than liberty to the negro
and a social revolution in the Slave States;
though what these further results shall be
it is difficult to foresee.

(2o be continued.)

THE NORTHERN STANDARD.

A friend has sent us a copy of a new
Journal, ¢ The Northern Standard,” pub-
lished in Edinburgh weekly, and whose
object may be gathered from the following
extract from the Prospectus.

The Primary Objects of this Paper are to ad-
vance the principles of the Reformation—to vin-
dicate and extend the Principles of 1he Churchof
Scotland--to draw closer together the ties of broth-
erhood and of umty in action amougst the Ortho-

dox Church in Great Britam and Ireland—to op~

pose the growing aggressions of Popery—to
counteract prevailing Infidelity—and to supply a -

full and impartial view of public affairs, local,
national and general, in columns not only uncon-
taminated by any thing calculated to lower the
tone of Morality and Religion, but specially de-
voted to the advocacy of pure morals and sound
Christian doctrine.

In connection with those objects it will aim
at the healing of those unhappy divisions which
at present so greatly weaken the hands of Pres-

byteriaus—the strengthening of our religiousin- -

stitutions by the removal of proved and acknowl-

edged abuses—and the advancement of good fel-

lowship and co-operation between those who,
while they differ in some important points, are
yet at one as to the great essentials of the Christ-
1an faith.

MISSIONARY AND RELIGIOUS
INTELLIGENCE.

THE FESTIVAL OF THE CHILDREN
OF THE CLERGY IN LONDON.

On the 10th of May last the 200th Anniversary
Festival of the Sons of the Llergy was held in
London. The assemblage »  'sted of the vast
number of 5 or 6,000 people, all belohging to the
higher classes. The collection taken up amount-
eil to the sum ot £690. Considering the object
in view, and the wealth and respectability of the
parties present, the collection might be expected
to reach a higher figure ; still, however, the sum
collected is Jarge. aud speaks well for the popu-
larity of the Society. We are told that the funds
of the corporation are administered impartially to
claimants from all the dioceses of England and
Wales, and annually assist about 1200 persons,
of whom 700 are widows and aged single-daugh-
ters of deceased clergymen. The sick and disa-
bled clergy and their families in cases of urgent
distress are also relieved ; and the thizd object is
to cducate and place out in lite the children of

oor clergymen.  The first festival was held in
St. Paul’s Cathedral in 1655, 200 years ago; and
during that long Interval, it is probable, on no
occasion have the claims of the Charity upon pub-
lic benevolence been so well put forward or so
generally responded to as they were on Wednes-
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day. According to custom a public dinner was
given in the evening, at which upwards ot 450
noblemen, prelates, divines and laymen sat down
to table.

The Lord Mayor presided, and the Prince
Consort honoured the company with his presence.

The toast of “ Church and Queen » having
been given, the second toast was, ¢ His Royal
Highness Prince Albert, the Royal Steward of
the year, Albert Prince of Wales, and the
rest of the Royal Family. ” When the cheers
with which it was received had subsided, Prince
Albert delivered the following speech :

“ His Royal Highness rose and said,—My
Lord Mayor, allow me to return to you. on my
own behalf and on that of the royal family, my
best thanks for the manner in with you have pro-
posed our health, and to you, gentlemen, for the
cordial response which you have made to the
toast. I am, indeed, highly gratified to have
been a witness to the 200th anniversary of this
festival, testifying, as it does, that the people of
this country do not relax in efforts which they
have once undertaken,and do not forsake the spirit
which animated their forefathers. (Loud
cheers.) When our ancestors purified the Christ-
ian faith ahd shook off the yoke of a domineering

wonderful fabric which had grown up in the dark
times of the middle ages was the celibacy of the
clergy, anl shrewdly foresaw that their reform-
ed faith and newly won religious libertywould on
the contrary only be secure in the hands of a
clergy united with the people by every sympathy
| national, personal, and domestic. (Loud cheers.)
Gentlemen, this nation has enjoyed for 300 years
the blessings of a church establishment which
rests upon this basis, and cannot be too grateful
for the advantages afforded by the fact that the
. Christian ministers not only preach the doctrines
of Christianity but live among their congrega-

Christian duty as husbands, fathers and masters
of families—themselves capable of fathoming
the whole depth of human feelings, desires and
difficulties. (Cheers.) While we must grateful-

ily fulfilied this high and difficult task, we must
bear in mind that we deny them an equal partici-
pation in one of the actuating motives of life—
the one which among the * children of this gene-
ration » exercises, perhaps of necessity, the
strongest influence—I mean the desire for the
acquisition and accumulation of the goods of this

world. (Cheers.) Gen n,- the appellation
of ¢ a money-mak i Jis not only a re-
proach but a condemip&tion Wt a clergyman, de-

priving him atpoce of all:influence over his con-
gregation.  Yetsthis man, who has to shun oppor-
tunities for acquit wealth, open to most of us,
and who has him$eW: only ax often scanty life-
income allotted to him for his services, has a wife
and children like ourselves, and we wish him to
have the same solicitude for their welfare which
we feel for our own. (Cheers.) Are we not bound,
then, to do what we can to relieve his mind
from auxim?g and to preserve his children from
destitution when it shall have pleased the Almigh-
ty to remove him from the scene of his la-
k bours 1 (Cheers.) You have given an answer in

the affirmative by your presence here to-day, and,
although this institution can do materially but
little, morally it gives a public recognition of the
claims which the sons of the clergy have upon
the sympathy and liberality of the community at
large, and, as such, is of the greatest value.
(Cheers.) May it continue for further hundreds
of years as a bond of union between clergy and

civilization and piety ! (Loud cheers.) [ have re-
received permission from the Lord Mayor to pro-

Cauterbury and the Right Hon. Lord Denman,
. the President and Viee-President of the Corpora-
| tion of the Sons of the Clergy. (Cheers.) Lord

| Denman is unfortunately obliged to be absent on

this occasion, but the Archbishop of Canterbury
we have tho pleasure of seeing at this table. I

priesthood, they felt that the kevstone of that -

tions an example for the discharge of every |

ly acknowledge that they have, as a body, worth-

laity, and on each recurring centenary may it
find the nation ever advancing in prosperity,

pote the health of his Grace the Archbishop of :

' bez to propose his good health, and, if you will
1 allow me to be your spokesman, I beg to return
his Grace our warmest thanks for the very elo-
quent and feeling sermon which he preached this
day in St. Paul’s Cathedral. (Cheers.)

The Treasurer then read the financial report,
! which announced that his Royal Highness had
i contributed 100 guineas, that the 143 stewards
. of the festival had handed in lists amounting to
£3,500, that the collection at the cathedral doors
was £690, that the subscriptions at the dinner
gave a sum of £3,145, that an estimated sum of
£3,609 might be added as the proceeds of sermons
preached i aid of the [unds, that the Dowager
Lady Willoughby de Broke had given a dona-
tion of £500, and that the receipts for the year
would amount to £12,050. This gratifying state=
ment was received with loud cheers by the
company.

POETRY.

HYMN.

By the late Captain Allan F. Gardiner, who was
starved to death in Patagonia, 1852.
Psalm cx. 3 lxviii. 10.

Avn that I have, O Lord, is Thine
All that I am, Thy Spirit wrought ;
What should I not for T'hee resign,
Whose precious blood my ransom bought ¥
Lord, here T am; my life, my all
I hold obedient to Thy call.

-

And then methought what holy zeal
Within our languid hearts would glow,
Had we but faith to see and feel
What ransomed spivits fully know.
! How precious is the living Word,
Which, while on earth, by grace they heard!

Who then would wait to count the cost ?
But forward press with joy to bear
The only balm for sinners lost,
To those still bounl in Satan’s snare;
Till earth’s remotest tribes aze taught
What Jesus for their ransom wrought.

Luke xv. 10,

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED SINCE OUR
LAST PUBLICATION.

HT. . icieeenenns veeces. s 1853-54
A. Skillings, Quebec.........1853-54

o
Robt. Stevenson..coeveveine....1853

oo
[ Y=

. NATIONAL SCHOOL BOOKS.
OLIVER AND BOYD’S SCHOOL BOOKS.
AMERICAN SCHOOL BOOKS.

V7 RITING AND WRAPPING PAPERS
'Y GENERAL STATIONERY, &c, &c.

TOY-BOOKS, AND PICTURES,
SABBATH-SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS,
—ALSO,—

A great variety of Fnglish and American
Religious and useful Miscellaneous Books.

~~WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.
JOHEN DOUGALL,

286, St. Paul Street,

Montreal, April, 1854

smtm

: The Presbpteriam

| Is published for. the Lay Association by John
| Lovell, at his office, St. Nicholas Street, Montreal,
All communications, and letters enclosing re-
! mittances to the Presbyterian, to be addressed
| (Post-paid) to “ The Editor of the Presbyterian,
| Montreal.”

| Printed | b‘);_Jomx LoveLr, at his Steam Printing

1

i Establishment, St. Nicholas Street.



