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OUR MISSIONARY OUTLOOK.

Now that the future organization of our Home Mission has been once
more discussed and amended, and before the winter season begins, it is well
t0 look at the new arrangements from every poiut of view, that all parties
concerned may govern themselves accordingly. It is not a mere change of
form that has taken place, but one much farther-reaching. Unless we are all
prepared to devote ourselves earnestly to the new duties which the oceasion
demands, the work will suffer. DBut if a hearty, wise and generous spirit is
awakened throughout our ranks, there will be little lost, and much gained.

The following points strike us as especially worthy of attention :

1. The appropriations made by our General Committiee, or by the District
Committees under their direction, are no longer reversible by the Committee
of the Colonial Missionary Society, as they have heretofore been, up to the
1st of October, but are absolute and final for the year. The granting of the
“aross sum” intends this, thereby securing greater freedom to the Canadian
Comunittee, and relieving cach grartee from threc months’ uncertainty
every year.

But our Committee will not therefore become entirely irresponsible, nor
will the Colonial Missionary Society lose its proper influence over our opera-
tions. It is provided that ¢ a detailed statement of missionary affairs shall
be made annually to the Colonial Missionary Society.” That is, they shall

_be informed, year by year, of the places and pastors to whom the grants are
made, the amount of the appropriations, and the condition of the missionary
_churches. If; in their judgment, money is ill-bestowed, they cannot indeed
say, “ This or that place cannot have a grant next year,” but they can say,
“We will give so wuch less,” 2nd thea it will be for the Canadian Commit-
tee cither to withhold the grant from the condemned cause, or from some
other which they may think less worthy, or to make up the deficiency by
inereased contributions here.
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2. Under the system just abandoned, the Coloniul Missionary Socicty,
having consented to the several appropriations made, has always paid the
awount required to meet them, after deducting what has been contributed
by the churches here. For instance, if $5,000 were voted, and Canada sup-
plied $2,000, the Socicty in England furnished $3,000; if Canada gave
$3,000, Lngland gave only $2,000. In other words, we gave what we
could ; they made up the balancé.

Under the new plan, these positions will be reversed. The Colonial
Society will give a fixed amount for the year; but our churches must balance
the account. Our Committees may appropriate as much as-they choose, but
for all beyond the grant from Iingland, they must find the money. It will
be necessary therefore, on the one hand, that there be great eircumspection
in making grants, so as not to awaken expectations and contract obligations
that cannot be fulfilled ; and on the other, that inereased exertions be used
to secure every possible dollar for the missionary funds.

We think no one can defend the former plan as the one best caleulated to
call out the liberality of our churches, although it had the immense advan-
tage to the missiunaries of securing absolute certainty and punctuality in the
receipt of their grants. Nor do we believe that there was a man among us
disposed to take advantage of the generosity of our fricnds in England, to
button up his own pocket, and let them foot the bill. The complete orgapi-
sation of our machinery for collecting, and the labours of our winter
deputations, show that there has been an honourable zibition to make our
own contributions as large as possible, and to require the lightest draft on
England.  Still, we must admit that there will be a healthful stimulus in
the fact that hereafter self-help and self-reliance are to be more vigorously
called into play ; inasmuch as all the deputations, pastors, and collectors will
feel that it now depends upon their zeal and success whether the missionary
grants can be made good up to the end of the year or not.

3. We believe that the amount required to meet the appropriations of the
missionary year just begun, will not vary much from $6,000. Towards this
the Colonial Missionary Society gives £600 sterling, deducting £100 for
Halifax, that is £500, or §2,500, leaving $3,500 to be made up in British
North Awmerica. In the report for 1864, very nearly this sum (83,386) is
acknowledged as received. But the General Secretary-Treasurer's statement
for 1865 (oot quite complete) indicated that $300 or $400 less were received
during last year. The reasons of this falling off, we, who are all suffering
from the leng-prevailing depression, understand too well, To restore our
coutributions to the standard of 1864, would therefore nearly balance the
account. To show what has been done in preceding years, say, since our
operations embraced Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, we quote the contri-
butions received annually from British North America during that period, in
round numbers: In 1859, $3,550; 1860, $3,150; 1861, $1,200; 1862,
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$3,100; 1863, 83,000; 18G4, 83,400; 18G3, $3,000. These fizures indi-
cate that it is not an impossible mark to aim at, that we raise our missionary
revenue this year to $3,500. Let this be our thank-offering for the triple
merey of the year—the cessation of the American war, the prospect of con-
tinued reciprocity, and the abundant harvest !

1t must be borne in mind, however, that this estimate of §G,000, while it
may meet the actual appropriations of the year, by no means suflices for its
requirements.  T'o bring it within that sum, several of the grants were cut
down almost beyond endurance ; not a cent was reserved for that opening up
of new ficlds on which the Colonial Socicty so urgently insists; and the dea
of employing onc or more itinerant missionaries was indefinitely postponed.
If, therefore, the work is to be pushed forward with the vigour required,
England must give more, and Canada too.

4. A very material poiant in the new arrangements is the increased respon-
sibility thrown upon the District Committees. Hitherto these bodies have
attended to the collection of funds, and have considered applications for
aid in cases arising between the meetings of the General Committee, usually
held but once a year. But uow, according to Article V1L of the new
Coustitution, (see our last number, p. 35) they are endowed with much more
extensive powers. Kvery application is to be placed first in their hands, and
by them reported on to the General Committee. They are charged with a
“ general supervision over the DMissionary work,”—*the care of all the
churches ” in their distriets receiving aid. 1t is theirs to ¢ explore unoe-
cupied fields,” and to ¢ superintend the labors of cvangelists.” Aund they
arc to cherish a very peculiar interest in the vacant charges.

A good deal of this work has hitherto been “ nobody’s business.” 1In our
judgzment, there is a very wide scope for energetic and faithful labour thus
opencd to the District Committees. It should be their especial care to
develop the Iiberalitv of the churches, in the twofold furm of pastoral support
aud of wissivnary contribution. Many of the churches need stimulus and
instruetion in the matter of giving. It cannot be given by the pastor, in so
far as his own salary is concerned, with anything like the freedom and effect
possible to other parties. A strong deputation from a District Comnmittee,
which should always include an effective layman, can accomplish great good
by conferring with the church and individual mewmbers on their financial
management, and their scale of personal contributions to the cause. There
is « wine here that needs to be well wrought. There are resources in every
church that must be developed. By the patient, prudeut, and persistent
working of such a plan, we are very confident that missionary grants could
be reduced without injury to pastors, that self-support would be felt to be
carlier practicable, and that missionary contributions could be largely increased.
We are glad to learn that the General Committee has enjoined special atten-
tion to this matter on the part of the missionary meeting deputations.
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This is but one department of the new sphere of usefulness open to the
Distriect Committees. Jhe wmissionary work as a whole, within their own
bounds, is now to be in their charge. But we cannot expatiate at present on
all that this involves.

5. "T'he shaking up of our nests that we are now called upon to undergo,
will force upon us the question, whether some new arrangements in regard to
our missionary churches may not be necessary, especially in the direction of
a more general combining of two or more churches within practicable distances
from cach other, under one pastorate. It is pleasant and desirable for each
cburch to have a pastor to itself, and to have two services a day. But if
their numbers are small, and their means limited, the minister is stunted for
want of expansion, and he is either pinched by poverty or made to depend
year after year on missionary funds. Qur people have much to learn ia
regard to this subjeet. There is too much thinking of their own parish alone.
There is too little readiness t~ sustain a Sabbath prayer meeting, should the
preacher not be present.  We are persuaded that if contiguous churches were
more {requently united, winisters would ¢ be also enlarged”” with the enlarge-
ment of their field, churches wishing more frequent services would bestir
themselves to secure them, and missionary funds would be set free for the
the extension of the work.

The further development of this subject is worthy of the pens of our mis-
sionary seerctaries and cxperienced missionaries. The Independent can be
put to no better use than to convey their thoughts to the entire brotherhood.

We have not much fear as to the working of the new scheme. There are
clements of power and promise in it, features sounder and healthier than in
the preceding one.  The Colonial Missionary Seciety i3 dealing with us as
the Bmpire is dealing with the Colony at large—aiming to have us take our
full share of responsibility, to develope our self-reliance, and to train us to
ceclesiasticnl manhood. The faulty part of the arrangement is, that thei,
grant is too small. But this can be corrected another year, if not now.
There were weak places in our system that needed amendment. There were
defeets of administration that could be better exposed from without than from
within. It will be for the lasting benefit of the mission that there has been
an overbauling of our proceedings. The unfortunate friction attending the
introduction of the plan we shall do best to forget. That was but a passing
incident, and let it pass. The esseatial change effected is i the right divec-
tion; and when we understand it thoroughly, and work it well, we shall fecl
how great an improvement it is upon the old. The little book that has been
bitter in the mouth, will be sweet in the belly. Let the District Comuittees
nse their new powers with fidelity, and work up every part of the field, and
we shall have another tale to tell when we meet at Monireal next summer.
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LNCOURAGEMENTS.

A good comwmencement was wade, {last month, in reducing the large
amount of arrears due on this magazine, thercby enabling us to meet some
of our liabilities. We trust our friends will continue the good work ; for
what has already been done, we tender sincere thanks.

Qur business correspondence gives gratifying evidence that the magazine
is much prized. One friend says, ¢ it is always to me a welcome visitor, as
it is nbout the only Congregationul preacher I have the privilege of hearing.”
Another, who is so liberal as to remit his subseription for this and the next
volume, remarks, that ¢ the paper is getting better every year.” While
another, an old and esteemed friend, now residing in Michigan, where Canada
woncey is worth about twenty-five per cent. more than the American currency,
has remitted already, for volumes XI1L and XIV. We have added some
ncw names to our subseription lists, amongst others that of the Congregu-
tional Church at Garafraxa.  We honour these brethiren for this token of
good-will, and trust that the hope of their pastor may be realized in due time,
that the reading of” this copy will induce them to take the Magazine next
year move extensively.  Could not other of our churches follow this example ?
No duubt, many of the members, aged as well as young persons, would be
much profited and instructed by a regular perusal of our pages, and the
churches would be largely the gainers in the end, by the inereansed intelli-
gence and activity of the brethren.  Our thanksare due to Postmasters who
kindly forward monies, from time to time, and who notify us of removals,
and other changes amongst subseribers, especially to the P. M. of Stanstead,
far his courtevus note, recently received.

THE HARVEST OF I8G5.

ITaving just returned from a circuit of 500 miles’ travel through Western
Canada, and witnessed the glorious appearance of the ripening harvest, we
canuut refrain from espressing here our joy and gratitude at the prospect
before us.  After these weary years of famiue, Canada seems likely to spring
up again, clastic and buoyant. IHope will lighten up many a desponding
countenance ; plenty and ease will return to many a straitened household.
The Lord has dove it ; not man : let Him have the praise! A day of public
thanksuiving should be appointed, and that, earlier than the end of Novem-
ber. Nor let our gratitude spend itself in words alone. Let every man
who fecls the quickening flow of returning prosperity, bring an ample tithe
into ¢ the treasury.”” Let not every dollar go to the payment of old debts,
the making of improvements, und the purchase of what the eye has been
lusting after so long.  “First fruits” are for the Lord (Leviticus 23: 10.)
Now is the time to ¢ devise liberal things” for the sanctuary, the pastor, the
school, zid the missionary.

DR. VAUGIIAN AND DR RALEIGH.

These honoured representatives of the Congregational Union of England
and Wales at the Boston Council, made a fiying visit to Canada, accordind
to promise, during the past month. On leaving Boston, they had travelled
southwards as far as Washinglon, spending a Sabbath (25th June) in New
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York and Brooklyn, where the pulpits of Dr. Thompson, Dr. Storrs, Dr Dud-
ington, and M. cot,hu', were open to them. At the eapital, they had a
pleasant interview with General Grant, and exchanged greetings by letter
with the President, who was too ill to sce them pexcon.xll) Retrning
nerthwards by way of Harper's Ferry, a silent Sabbath was speut at W heel-

ing, Virginia; and after a visit to the Falls of Niagara, they arived at
TPoronto, on Saturday, 8th July, much worn with travel, and weakened by
the effects of the hclt and some consequent illness.  Tlowever, they were
able to gratify the twu churches iu this eity, by preachirg in each alternately,
morning and evening.  Dr. Vaughan's text in the morning, at Zion Church,
was Juhn xx. 21, “These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of Gui, and that, believing, ye might have life through his
name.”  The sermon was a masterly vindieation of the gospels from the
assaults of Renan and other reeent opponents, worthy of the subject and the
preacher.  In the evening, at Boud Street, he took Rev. iii. 20, « Behald, 1
stand at the door, and knock; if any man hear wy voiee, and open the duo*‘,
I will come in to hiwm, and wi]l sup with him, and he with me.”  The heads
of discourse were—1. The comlition in which Christ finds the heurt of man,
—the door shut upon himself; 2. The means taken to open the door,—loving
peramasion;; 3. The condeseending grace bestowed on those who will lct

himn in.  These points were brought out with great elearness and fervor, and
impressively applied to the several classes of hearers.  Dr. Vaughan is over
seventy, but luoks ten or twenty years younger., 1le is short in siature, and
has an aspeet that we know not how to describe except by saying that it is
that of a ¢ goad old Lnelich gentleman.””  1le stood at the desk with a little
pocket Bible in his hard, not using a scvap of a nute, yet never missing a
link of the chain of thought or failing tu put the right woid in the right
plwce.  His delivery wus not rapid, but weighty.  The only drawback to the
great pleasure of hatcmn'r to him was, that his tones were frequently so low
as to be inaudible to a number of the congregation.

Dr. Raleigh preached in the morning from Ephesians iv. 24, < That ye
put on the new man, which, after God, is ereated in 'l‘rllte0u~1|c>> and true
holiness.”” It was a noble example of p-caching, full of evangeieal truth,
clearly stated and defined, illustrated with caquisite freshness and bcuuty.
and applied with impassioned fervor, yet with manly naturalness. Dr. R.is in
his full prime, though crowned with ¢ the hvary head,” tall and ercet in per-
son, with a veice of great flexibility and power.  We may not say in print how
much we enjoyed our intercourse with him. Iis evening sermon was from
Revelation vil. 9, ¢ After this, I beheld, and le, a great wultitude, which no
mau could number,” &e. It was a theme congenial to the preacher’s iutel-
leet, imagination and beart, but uufortunately we were not there to hear.

During their stay in Toronto, our visiturs saw the public institutions of
the city, and had several opportunities of mecting ministerial brethren of
various denominations.  But they took part in no other public services, nor
were they able to visit ather parts of the Upper Provinee.  If the peupie of
Toronto, who have enjoyed so much of the services of the four English
delegates of this year, do not shew that they have profited thereby, lh(\_y will
not deserve a repetition of the favour.

On Wednesday, the travellers proceeded by boat to Montreal, where the
well lrnown welcome of the place awaited them.  Dr. Wilkes writes us, ¢ Dr.
Vaughan preached a glorious discourse on Sunday morning, on [saiah liii. 12,
¢ Ile shall sce of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied.” Dr. IR regarded
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it as one of the finest he had ever heard Dr. V. preach. e preached in
Dr. 'Faylm’s chureh in the evening, much to'the delight of that congregativn.
Dr. Raleigh gave us a beautiful and brilliant discourse, touching, cloquent,
tender and powerful, on Ilebrews xii. 1, ¢ Wherefore, secing we also are
compassed about with so great a cloud of withesses,” &e. Tt was a high day.
They had large congregations.”  Irom Montreal, they returned to the States,
to sail for Liverpool by the Fersic on the 26th ult.

We shall look with deep interest for the report that will be given at the
auturunal meeting of the Koglish Union, by the delegates to Awmerica.  1n
the awple account of the Buston Council, given ou auother page, theie is
some notice of the impertinence in which at least one speaker indulged, with
reference to these gentlemen, their denowination, and their country.  Many
of our readers have seen the rude and bitter letters inrelation to Dr.Vauzhan
and Dr. Smith, that have appeared in the New York Independent. It is
pleasant therefore to be able to quote the following letter from Rev. Dr. J. P.
Thompson, of the Broadway Tabernacle, New York, to the London Latriot.
Dr.F. is a christian gentleman, and he knows Buogland better thau most
Americans.

“T will leave to Drs. Vaughan aod Raleigh to deseril » the day at Plymouth,
and other incidents of the Council, and will cluse with o brief account of their
reception as a delegation from your Congregational Union.  Early in the session
these honoured brethren were presented to the Council, and their welcotue was
most cordial, In their addresses they acquitted themselves wisely and well,
frankly admitting that many in your Union bad failed, at the first, rightly to
apprehend our cause, but disclaiming any sympathy among Inglish Congrega-
tionalista with the slaveholding South. A careful response was prepared by 2
specinl ermmittee on a subsequent day, in which the Council expiressed its regret
at the want of & more positive and earnest sympathy from vur Eaglish brethren
when we were in a deadly struggle for the principles of our common ancestors,
and especially at the studied silence of your Union upun the great moral issues
involved in our war. The policy of the committee of your Union has placed you
in a fulse attitude before the American people, and has cost you a loss of moral
power which you may never be able to regain. Iv was a very grave mistake.
We fele it at the time; it is your turn to feel 1t now. As I pointed out its injus-
tice then, 1 have ecarned the right to speak frankly of its mischievous effects,

“'The report referred to called out, at first, some very shavp criticism upon the
eourse of England during the war. But better counsels prevailed, and the Council
were 2s magnanimous to overlook as they had been frank in complaining. Dr.
Vaughan was again heard ; and his manly exposition of the true English feeling
was received with rounds of applause. Mr. Beecher then roze, and, after banter-
ing his English friends upon their slight experience of what he had to endure so
largely in England, he poured forth the turrents of hiis noble soul in a welcome
of surpassing eloguence; and when, at the close, he gave Drs. Vaughan and
Raleigh the hand of fellowship, the whole assembly ruse, and at the cry ¢ Eng-
land and America one for ever,” cheer after cheer went up, until the enthusiasm
found vent in a grand doxology.

It was well that you sent a deputation, and sent two such men, representing
both wings of feeling and opinivn among you. We understand each other
thoroughly ; and benceforth there is nothing betiween us hut peace and love.”

In the Patriot, we also find a full report of Dr. Vaughan's cloquent greet-
ing to the Boston Council, which we have not seen iu any American paper.
It will keep till next month—ano room for it now.

We trust that now the door has been opened from England to Canada, we
shall sce cvery summer some of our brethren from the fatherland. The
country aud the people of the United States will yearly more and more
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attract the attention of thoughtful Englishmen, while these colonics, in
social condition American, in nationality British, will also loom more largely
in their eyes  The Atlantie trip will take rank with the Continental and
the Kastern, in the minds of those who want to see the world, to enjoy them-
selves, and to do some good by the way.

WIDOWS' AND ORPIIANS TUND.

It ought not to be necessary to do more than simply remind our readers of
the collection for the Widows' Fund, which is asked from all the churebes on
the first Subbath in September ; yet past experience suggests the fear that
in many quarters the matter may be overlovked. The trustees state that
three-fourths of the churches have never contributed to the Fund.  Let noy
this reproach be possible another year. It is not a very large sum that is
expected—not as much as is required for the Mission or the College. Bat
the pastor and deacons in cach place ean surely let the plate go round, and
give the people the opportunity to offer their mite.  This much is due to the
cause, and to the liberal friends who established the Fund.  In some churches
the sacramental collection for the month is appropriated to this object, the
usual amount, however, being increased.  In others, where the weekly offering
is made for the pastor’s support, the surplus over the average collection is
aiven to the speeial object of the day. Some casy arrangement of this natnre
is all that is required to remove little obstacles out of the way. We hope
that the Seerctary, Mr. Peter W. Wood, of Montreal, may have a long list of
acknowledgments to make in the Independent for October.

REV. DR. SMITIHI AND MR. POORE.

The series of visits to the churches, arranged for our delegates from
England, have been paid according to the programme, with a few variatious,
and have been of great interest and advantage. Of course, the time wus too
short everywhere, and many places failed to receive even a passing glimpse.
But a good service has been done, of which we shall hear again and again.
We fully expeeted to receive from Dr. Smith a farewell letter to the Canadian
brethren, but we have to wait another month forit. We are very happy to
announce that he will be an occasional correspondent of the Canadiun Inde-
pendent.

In cur next issue, we shall no doubt be furnished by a correspondent in
the Lower Provinees, with a report of the Union Meeting at Chebogue, and
of Mr. Poore’s movements there,  Ile and Dr.Swmith are to sail from Halinax,
on the 3rd instant. God speed their way !

TIIE BOSTON COUNCIL.

This vast body, of nearly five hundred Delegates from Congregational
Churches, was called to order at 8 o’clock on Wednesday afternoon, the 14th
Jung, in the “ Old SBouth Church,” Boston. 'This honoured sanctuary, built
1385 years ago, and preserved from every innovation, is a precious memorial
of old times, having historical associations dear to the descendants of the
Pilgrims. Had its location been suitable, the Council would have held all its
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sessions within those hallowed walls; but busy trade and erowded thorvugh-
fuves compelled the assembly to seek a more Guict place of weeting, after the
fivst session, which was chiefly devotional.  Mount Vernon Church (Dr. Kirk's)
was accepted.  There the Sermon was preached next morning by Rev. Dr.
Sturtevant, President of 1llinois College, the services commeneing at § o' clock.
The opening devotional service was conducted by Rev. Dr. Vaughan, whose
tender petition for « fTer gracious Majesty Queen Vietoria’ was an unmis-
takable manifestation of the British heart, which awakened pleasant sympa-
thies in many. The discourse was founded on the words, ¢ Thus saith the
Lord, Stand ye in your ways, and see, and ask for the old paths; where is
the good way, and walk thercin, and ye shall find rest for your souls” 1t
was scarcely a sermon, in our acceptation of the term; but nevertheless
adwirably adapted to the oceasion, resembling in character our chainmnan’s
address at Union meeting. It drew forth many outbursts of applause, and
ras listened to with eager attention throughout, although it oceupied nearly
two hours in delivery. The chief causes which have prevented the full
development of the principles + * the selfigoverned lveal churches of New
England throughout the west and south, were dwelt upon at some length;
four in nuwmber, viz., 1, want of homogencity of population; 2, negro slvery;
3, undue reliance on temporary, superficial and inorgavie efforts for home
evangelization ; and, 4, want of suflicient tenacity in adhering to our own
polity. Tuke the following passaze as a specimen of both style and tenor:

“T'he recognition of the rights and duties of individual human beings, as the
direct subjects ot the Government of God, will—must be the germinant principie
of all soctal arrangements. ‘The principle will become recognized, and crowned,
and enthroned, that every individual has rights, which God gave him when e
made him in His own image, and owes an aliegiance to the Supreme Ruler which
i3 superior to all human enactments, and which rights and duties no earthly
power can override in the smallest degree without incurring the rightesus dis-
pleasure of God. If from these feeble beginuings (¢. e., of the Pilgrim community
of 1620) a nation shall grow up which shall stretch from ocenn to ocean, und
cover a continent with the emblews of its power, that nation must rest on this
simple principle, as its mountains rest on their foundativns of everlasting wranite ;
and if at any poiat in its future development, in the pride of its prosperity and
power, it shall vivlate this sacred principle, an earthqualke will shake its strongest
etructures, and voleanic fires will burst up from beneath its foundations, and, hike
Sodom of old, it will be consumed with a storm of fire and brimstone, unless it
repents in sackeleth and ashes, and puts away the national iniquity.”

The principal officers of the Council were on. William A. Buckingham
(Governor of Conneecticnt), Moderator; fon. C. G. Hammond, of Chicayo,
aud Rev. J. P. Thompson, D.D., of New York, Assistant Moderators; Rev.
I M. Dexter, of Boston, Minute Sceretary, assisted by three other scribes ;

tev. Alonzo II. Quint, of New Bedford, Convener of Business Committee.

Torcign Delegates, of whom there were cighteen. representing Ingland
and Wales, France, Canada, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, were very
cordially welcomed as honorary members, and assigned seats of’ honor cluse to
the platforus.

Thursday afternoon was almost wholly devoted to the hearing of salutatory
addvesses from them.

The Revs. Robert Vaughan, D.D., and Alexander Raleigh, D.D., from the
Congregational Union of Bngland and Wales, spoke cloquently, and at
considerable length. They were followed by Rev. John Thomas, from the
Glamorganshire (Wales) Association, and Rev. Dr. Wilkes, whose addresses.
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were warmly responded to by the Council.  The Rev. Theodore Monod, of
Paris, veprescutivg the Free Evangelical Church of France, was culled upon;
but asking a little time to prepare himself, was heard the next morning, when
he spuke with great fluency and effectiveness of the progress of religivus
freedom and Congregational principles in France.

The vest of I'riday. and Saturday morning, were occupied in hearing paperS
prepared by Connmittess zppointed by the New York Preliminary Conference-
The first, by Rev. Dr. J. 1. Thowpson, of New York, on the Declaration of
Christian Faith. was a beautiful epitowe of thuse grand foundation truths
which have of late been assailed. It was referred to a special comnmitice, of
which Rev. Dr. Stearns was convener, and after long discussion upon their
report, was referred back, and ultimately, in a remodelled form, was adopted
on Friday, the 23rd, with great fervour and unanimity. A hasty attempt
had becn made to adopt it the previous day, while assembled on * Burial
ill,” in Plymouth, within view of the lovely harbour where the ¢ Mayower”
landed her precivus company of Pilgrims, and while standing amid their
graves.  Rev. J. P. Guiliver thus adwirably describes the scene:

“Iereupen followed a scene which is worthy of record. This ¢ Cunfession of
Faith,” as it was called, was not dasigned to be a creed, or a symbol of dui!s e of
any sort, but simipiy a grateful acknowledgment of the fact that we, as a denumi-
natiun, are in harwony in holding the cardinal truths of the Guspel. S:ill its
preparation was regavded o matter of so much conseyuence that a lerge com-
mittee. including four professurs of theology, had taken charge of it.  Tley had
presented an admirable statement the cvening befure, which was quite generally
aceeptable, though it Licked the rhetorical point and impressiveness which would
have secured its enthusiastic reception.  However, such as it was, it was generally
expected that it would be adopted the next morning amid the graves of the fore-
fithers at Plymouth.  But when the reading commenced, the ringing periuvds and
terse phrases revealed a new docament altogether ! The statements remained
nearly unchanged ; but the beginning and the ending were abridged and sharp-
encd to a point, and the whole paper had a new resonance in it. It was an auda-
cious pruceedinzg, which no one but a soldier, a democrat and an old-sch..ol man,
all in une, could possibiy have attained to!  The Chairman of the Business (um-
mittee (Rev. .\, 11 Quint) had evidently had the impudence to do the right thing
in the right time.  Evervhody liked it, as it was read.  Some, on the outskirts of
the crowd, who could hear it only imperfectly, very naturally pronouncesd the
whole proceeding vutrageous, as it certainly was. from their point of view. The
general voice wis to pass it, from wsthetic considerations solely. 1t would he so
grard to afiirm the faith of vur fathers on the graves of our fathers! It would be
such a pity to disagres on Burial Hill! The disposition was strong tu ¢y down
all opposition. Dat the Puritan spirit was not all in the graves below. * Letus
be sure we are right!  No compulsion! No pressure!’ was the general voice.
After much earnest talk the paper was read again, It was the thing! Everybudy
liked it, save an expression here and there. * Let us adopt it for substance, and
revise it tr-morrow,’ suggested one.  ‘ Shall we have anather vote upan it before
its final adoption 2’ enquired another. “Jos,” replied the Moderator (Hun. C. G.
Hammond).  That was satisfactors! The excitement lulled. Men that had
clamberad to the o s of their forefathers’ gravestones, in their cagerness to check
a sceming usurpativn, quietly descended to the ranks.  All stond silent and
reverent there, prepared for the solemn act in which they should avouch the Lord
Jehovnh—their fathers” God—to be their God ; and the faith of their fathers,
planted on that wintry shore, to be their faith ; and the tope, full of immortaiiy,
in which the sleeping dead around them had laid down in peace, to be the anchor
of their souls, sure and steadfast.  “ Are you ready for the question?” said the
Maderator.  “ Ready’ was the general and deep response. * All who will, for
substance, afiirm the confession now read, will say «Aye? A thousand voices—
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for all that gathered company claimed the privilege of jiining in the ¢ .temn
aml grateful act—came to the firm and strong response.  The voiee of dvep
and carnest prayer fullowed, and at its close the whole assewbly united as
one man in the divine words, ‘ Our Father, who art in heaven,” &e.”

Next morning the ¢ Declaration of TFaith,” in perfeeted phrascology, was
adopted in a more regular and orderly manner, and with no less solemnity
and fervour.  The vote was taken by rising, and the Council remained
standing, while Rev. Dr. Pulmser, of Albany, led in prayer; after which all
joined in singing that sweet hymn, composed by him,—¢ My faith looks up
to Thee,”” and the doxology, “'fo God the Father, God the Son, aud God
the Spirit, Three in One,” &e.

The following is the Declaration of Taith as adopted :—

DECLARATION OF FAITH.

Standing by the rock where the pilgrims set fuut upun these shores, upon the
spot where they worshipped God, and among the graves of the early generarions,
we, elders and messengers of the Congregational Chureles of the United States,
in National Council assembled—like them acknowledge no rule of faith but the
Word of God—do now declare our adherence to the faith and order of the apos-
olic and primitive Churches, held by our futhers, and substantially as embodied
n the confessions and platforms which our synuds of 1648 and 1650 set forth or
reafirmed.  We declare that the experience of the nearly two and a half cern-
turies which have elapsed sinee the memorable day when our sires founded Lere
a Christian commonwealth, with all the developinent of new forms of error since
their times, has only deepened our confidence in the faith and pulity of thuse
fathers. We bless God for the inberitance of these doctrines.  We invoke the
help of the Divine Redeemer, that, through the presence of the promised Cum-
forter, e will enable us to transmit them in purity to vur children.

In the times that are Lefuore us as a nation, times at once of duty and of
danger, we rest all our hope in the gospel of the Sun of Gad. It was the grand
peculiarity of cur Puritan Fathers that they held this gospel not merely as the
arovnd «f their personal salvation, but as declaring the worth of man by the
incarnation and sacrifice of the Son of Gud, and therefure applied its principles
to elevate saciety, to regulate education, to civilize humanity. to purify law,
reform the Chureh and the State, to assert and defend liberty 5 in short, o mould
and redeem, by its all-transforming encrgy, everything that belongs to maa in
his individual and social relations.

It was the faith of our fathers that gave us this free land in which we dwell.
Tt is by this faith only that we ean trausmit to our childrea a feee and hapuy,
berau~e a Christian, commonwealth.

We held jt ta be a distinetive excellenee of our Congregational system that it
exaite that which is more abuve that which is less important, and by the sim-
plicity of its organization facilitates, in communities where the populaton is
limited. the union of all traue believers in one Church: and that the division of
such oo mmunities into several weak and jealous sucieties, holding the zume
eommon faith, is a sin against the unity of the body of Christ, and at once the
shime and seandal of Christendom.

We reinjee that, through the influence of our free system of apnstolic urider,
we can hold fellowship with all who acknowledge Christ, and act cficicutly
in the work of restoring unity to the divided Churceh, and of bringing hack
harmany and peace among all *“who love our Lord Jesns Christ in sincerity.”

Thas reeagnizing the unity of the Church of Christ in all the world, and
knowing that we are but one hranch of Christ’s people, while adhering to our
pocaliar fath and order, we extend to aii beievers the hand of Christian {ellow-
ship upon the basis of those great fundamental trutis in which all Chri~tians
should agree. With them we confess our faith in God—:the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost, the only living and the true God—in Jesus Christ, tiie io-
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earnate Ward, who is exalted to be our Redeemer and King: and in the Holy
Comforter, who is present in the Church to regenerate and sanctify the suul.

With the whole Churely, we confess the common sinfulness and ruin of our
race, and acknowledce that it is ouly through the work accomplizked by the lifo
and expiatory death of Christ that we are justified before Gud, and receive the
remission of sins ; and through the presence and grace of the luly Comforter
are delivered from the power of sin and perfeeted in holiness.

We believe atlso in an organized and visible Church, in the ministry of the
Word, in the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, in the resurrection
of the body, and in the final judgment, the issues of which are eternal lite and
everlasting punishment.

We receive these truths on the testimony of God, given through the prophets
and apestles s and in the life, the miracles, the death, the resurrection of His
Son, our divine Redecmer—a testimeny preserved fur the Chureh in the Serip-
tures of the Ohl and New Testnmonts, which were composed by holy men as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

Affirming now our belie! that these who thus hold ““one faith, one Lrd. one
baptism,” twether constitute the one catholie Church, the several houschulds
of which, though called by different names, are the one budy of Christ; and
that these members of Ilis budy are sacredly buund to keep * the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace;” we declare that we will co-operate with all who
hold these truths, with these we will carry the Gospel into every part of this
land, and with them we will go into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creaiure.

May He to whom ““:il power is given in heaven and earth” fulfil the pro-
mise which is all our bope: Lo, Tam with you alway, even to the end of the
world 7 Amen.

Another Committee presented, throngh Rev. Leonard Bacon, DD, of
New laven, a ponderous statement of our denominationzl principles and
practices in relation to Church Government and Fellowship.  Before the
Dr. had completed his task of reading this decument, the Council were con-
vineed of the truth of his own assertion, that he ¢ bhad undertaken a great
wark: ! It occupied two hours and fifteen minutes in rapid reading.
Though intrinsically of ureat value, it was teo large and full to be discussed
Ly such an assewbly, vuless the Council should remain in deliberation till
the Ialll So a committee of twenty-seven was appointed, who, after due
deliberation, are to publish the work over their own names, and to deliver
for publication to the Awerican Congregational Association, to which the
copvright is grante L.

Rev. Prof’ George Shepard, D.D.; of Bangor, read a very able paper on
“ Uindsterial Support,” which was unanimously adopted.  This vigorous
and sugaestive doenment should be rend by all the Churches and Pastors
represented at the Council, and by all others.  Might it not be given to the
readers of this magazine ?

Another wise and seasonable document was presented by Rev. Dr. Palmer,
on & The Fducation of Youny Men jor the Ministry,” and the demand
for such.

Rev. J. E. Roy. of Chicaga, read a report on ¢ Church Building,” from
which it appears thet, sinee the Albany Convention in 1852, 42¢ wmeeting-
houses had been erccted by the body, at an expense of nearly §150,000.
Four hundred Congregational Churches are yet unprovided with saunctuaries.
To meet pressing demands, not less than 850,000 per anvum will be required
from those who have homes, in aid of these homeless sister churches.  The
sound wisdom and economy of this enterprize appear already in the rapid
advance of the congregations thus helped to strength and prosperity.
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The subject of « Systematic Bencficence” was well presented in 2 paper
by Rev. Prof. J. W. Andrews. The most practical question befure the
Council related to this matter, in its bearing on the great and pressing wants
of the country at the present crisis of its moral progress.

Warren Currie, BEsq., of St. Louis, presented the ¢ Evangelistic Clurms
of the Wesi und South.”  The vast field was divided into four parts, viz. :—

1st. Those portions of the West and North-West in which numerous Churches
have been already planted by our missionary effurts, many of which are still
dependent in part on missionury funds for their support. 2nd. Certain districts
of the same States, in which our missionary efforts have hitherto been attended
with little success, and in which few Churches are now receiving our aid. 3rd.
The new States and Perritories of the West and North-West, toward which the
tide of emigration is now setting, and is likely to flow in the immediate future.
4th. The States of the South and South-West, which have been the principal
theatre of the great rebellion.

The committee cannot refrain from expressing their full eonviction that, in
this work of religious reconstruction, an indispensable condition of suceess is
our hearty recogaition of our equal brotherhood with the coloured man, and vur
earnest endeavour to raise him to the full enjoyment of all the privileges of the
Gospel.  God has overturned society in the Svuth for the crime of trampling on
the rights of the negro, and let no one think to restora it without fully recog-
nizing his equal rights with the white man to citizenship, both under our govern-
ment and in the kingdom of God.

The report concludes with the following summary of the results to which the
committee have come: Ist. In addition to the work in which our Home Mis-
sionary Societics have, for the most part, confined their labiurs—that of planting
and fostering Churches where materials are found ready to their hand for form-
ing them—there is an imperative necessity that able and devoted men should be
seut to labour for Christ where no Churches exist, and no materials are ready
for their formation. At whatever cost of men and money, the great centres of
influence should at once be occupied by men divinely endowed for such a work ;
and their support should be drawn from missionary funds till their congrega-
tions are able to support them. 2nd. That the time for efficient action is em-
phatically the present. In the West and North-West, our emigration is spread-
ing itself over a field vaster than ever before; and immediate and most efficient
action is necessary to overtake and keep pace with the everswelling tide of
population, in founding the institutions of Christianity, learning, ané {reedom.
In all the late domain of slavery, socicty is disselved, ecclesiastical organizations
are broken up or paralyzed. By their sanction of human chattelism, and their
complicity with the rebellion, the Churches have become utterly demoralized,
and are like salt that has lost its savour. Church edifices and school-houses are
abandoned, and in wide districts the institutivns of education and religion have
no practical existence. In all these regions, now or never is the time to arise
and build the temple of the LTard. If we neglect to oceupy this inviting field of
tabour to which God now calls us, Ile may—we trust He will—raise up others
who will cultivate and possess it for Ilim.~ But for us it will be an opportunity
for ever lost—a barvest seascn never to return. 3rd. We cannot perform our
part in this work without a vast increase in earnestness, zeal, and self-denial in
our Churches. Without this it will be impossible to command either the men
or the money for the work. The resources and the strong young men of any
community will always be where its heart is.  If the heart of the Church is in
the werld, her sons and her wealth will be there also ; and she will be as power-
less in promoting the cause of Christ, at home or abroad, as Samson was to meet
the Philistines when his locks were shorn. .

Three questions the committee must leave unanswered, pressing, we trust, on
the hearts of the National Council:—1st. Ilow can the requisite spirit of
earnestness and self-consecration be imparted to the Churches? 2nd. How can
our young men be induced, by thousands, to consecrate their lives to this holy
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cause ?  Srd. Iew can we raise the requisite pecuniary resources for a religisus
enferprise &0 vast, and so imperatively demanding immediate action? ‘The
American Church is in much the same velation to this great erisis that our
covernment was to the rebellion at its outbreak. ¥rom wheoce will the Lord
send deliverance?

The practieal measure proposed by this report was the raising of $750,000
within twelve months to be distributed as follows; viz, to the Americau
Ilome Missionary Sucicty 8300,000 ; tu the American Missivnary Assueia-
tion 8250,000; to the Cungregational Univn, for ercetion of Churches
$200,000. Also in view of the insuflicient supply of cducated and orduined
ministers for the present urgent demand, it was snggested that untrained men
possessing qualifications for evangelistie labour might be called and set apurt
to the work of the ministry i the destitute portions of the land.

Much avimated diseussivn arose upun this paper. Representatives of all
parts of the remvte West were ealled upun, and sume spuke with remarkable
furce.  All agreed as to the wi:dum of employing these three existing
oreanizativns above named, as the dispensers of the Churches’ contribu-
tions to ITome Evangelization. Some thought the amount proposed to be
raised <heuld have been larger ; but all felt the demwand as small as the cluims
allow, and seemed heartily resolved to meet it, nud if possible exceed the sum
named. But Lo could this desired object be meost sarely attained? 1t
was wisely determined, upon report of a special committee of laymen, that
each of these three Societies be recommended to use every means to increase
its own funds to the amount mentioned, promising bearty co-operation to
this end. A simultancous collection was reconnnended to be taken up in all
the Churches, on Sabbath, the 17th December, 1n behalf of the special fund
of 8200,000 for building Churches. “The American Congregational Union
is ertrusted with the appropriation of it. These practical resolutions, in-
comparably the most important that engaged the Council, were unanimously
adopted by a rising vote, accompanied by fervent prayer and thanksgiving
to God.

A lengthy and diseriminating response to the Foreign Delegates was pre-
pared by a special committee consisting of Rev. L. Bacon D.D., Rev. Rufus
Anderson D.D., and Rev. J. B. Wulker D.D.  Its substance was given as
follows by the ¢ Journal :"—

Tn the delegates from the Beitish Provinees the cummittee rendered a full ap-
preciation of their grateful recegnitian of us and of the trust committed to us.
‘o the French Evangelical churches they spoke of many points of contrast be-
tween their history and ours, and of the reiation of France to the aehievement of
our national independence, and hail with gladness the rekindling of life in the
cause of French Protestantism.  In responding to the brethren from the prinei-
pality of Wales, the committee alluded to the Welsh churches in this country, as
bodies of Congregativnal Calvinists, through whom their churcbes in the mucher
courtry had learned to understand the merits of vur cause and frankly tv extend
to us the Cambrian steadiness of their sympathy and Cambrian fervor of their
prayers. (Applavse.) In referring to the deputation from the English churches,
the committee alluded to the fact that the sentiment of England and Scotland hag
been notorivusly adverse to our cause.  The most powerful offieial organs, the
most ponderous reviews, the most popular magazines, the newspapers of widest
circalation, if they had agreed in nuthing clse, were well agreed in hostility to
us and sympathy with the rebellion.  This we bad not expected.  Yei it was but
what we might have espected had we considered the weakness of human nature,
and the forces by which national antipathies are generated. The Committec
referred to the portentous growth of the United States, to the boastful and vain-



THE BOSTON COUNCIL. 63

glorious habit which entered into.our national character and the numerous other
causes which had tended to this result, and said that on the whole we could not
wonder that the people had learned to rejoice at the apparent prospect of the
ruin of the Federa? power. One class alone had stood firm in oppusition to the
prevalent feeling—the operatives of the manufactories and workshops of Eng-
land—who had felt from the first that the conflict was one involving the rights
of labor, and had stood up unuoved by any influences in the day of thieir ealamity
and ours. From the Congregational Churches of England they had expected an
unequivocal and constant declaration. Was not ours the same old cause of the
Puritan against the cavalier? While they most cordially welcomed the brethren
who bring congratulations to us from the English churches, it could not be for-
gotten that they felt deeply and sorrowfully the actual position of English Con-
gregationalists. 'While among these brethren there were some, whom' it would
be invidious to name, because they could not name all, who, from first to
Iast, had most constantly, devotedly and eloquently defended our cause, they
would most frankly acknowledge that they most bitterly perceived that the ma-
jority of the Congregationalists of England had prayed for the success uf onr
enemies, and that the dominant influence of the Congregational Union of Eng-
land had been against us. The committee desired to express no unkind remem-
brance as of injury to us, but would accept the testimony of these brethren with
us as the best proof of a desire to maintain hereafter relativns between us and
them of an inseparable faith and union. (Great applause.)

Tmmediately upon the reading of this paper Rev. A. H. Quint, late Chap-
lain of the 2nd Ms. Regiment, rose and expressed the relief he felt upon hear-
ing this Report. He said, “The noise of the shouts which went up the
other day in applause of Kngland’s representatives here, has oppressed me
ever since. For I feared that the discriminations now made in this report were
not then so clear as they ought to be in the minds of this body. No doubt
England is repentant in her way.  She, like Providence, is always on the side
of the heavicst batallions. She fawns upon the strong, and bullies the weak.”
Here the speaker was interrupted by Aisses from all parts of the vast assembly.
But his militant spirit, only roused by opposition, would vent itsell in a most
distasteful outburst of sensational vituperation against Bogland. Dr. Vaughun
rose promptly to reply ; but Dr. Thompson, of New York, was permitted first
to speak, and he admirably met the requirements of the oceasion. 1Ile said
it was well known by some how he had for years laboured to enlighten the

Snglish people, through the columns of the ¢ Patriot News-paper,” respect-
ing the late war, and he gave the ditors of that paper credit for having pub-
lished every line he had written on the subject. 1le urged that the mistaken
views that had prevailed across the waters, were no cause for surprise, con-
sidering that the Administration preceding Presidént Lincoln’s affirmed that
the general government could not ¢ ¢ a State to remain in the Federal
Union; and moreover, that Mr. Lincoln at first declared that the Government
was not aiming in this war at the abolition of slavery. e argued that the
Lnglish brethren had been very naturally led astray by our own rulers ; and
that until the logic of success was added, many loyal American citizens had
been unconvinced as to the practicableness of the gigantic undertaking.
Without reproaching his British brethren, he would heartily adopt the dis-
criminating and kind response proposed.

Rev. Dr. Vaughan explained the position of the Congregational Union of
England aud Wales ; that it had no alternative but to exclude the question of
the American War, or suffer itself to be broken to picces; that it decemed
the former the wiser course. He alluded to his own position on this question,
and said that on this account he had doubted the expediency of placing his
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name on the deputation. Ile had thought the conquest of the South im-
practicable; or that if' accomplished it would be at such a cost of blood and
treasure that even the extinction of slavery would not compensate theretor.
He had thought that if the North could tow the Southern Confederacy five
hundred miles to seaward, and drop them there in mid ocean, to work out as
best they could their favourite system, it would be the safest solution of the
difficulty. But this could not be. Ile now clearly saw that nothing was left
for the North to do, than what it has done ; that Xngland would have done the
same in like circumstances. e said he was very glad his brethren had sent
him ; that heshould go home to use his influence to enlighten his countrymen
by means of the views and facts he had gathered since coming here. e
prowised he would give them a good report.  Ile concluded by congratulating
the American people on the happy issue of their terrible trial. He was as
sincere and hearty in this as he had been honest in the utterance of other
views. Ile was not a convert of any cowardly or sclfish sentiments, as had
been insinuated by the gentleman on his right (Rev. Mr. Quint.) e was
no coward! vor was he of a selfish nature ! He asked that they would do
him the justice to account him an honest man!  Imamnense applause, repeated
and prolunged, gave unmistakable expression to the hearty appreciation of
tlis speech.

The Rev. Dr. Raleizh was called for, and gracefully responded. By some
mesmerie, or other subtile influctee, from his first shewing to the assem-
bly he had been recogunized as all right on the American cuestion, and had
been welcomed with corresponding cordiality.  On this, his second appearing
before the Council, they seemed so well please” with the mere sight of hiwm
that for some time their demonstrative welcome prevented his volce beiny
heard.  His response to this call was very brief, and admirably to the point.
Aluding to a remark that had been made respecting the adrvitness of the
Enclish Delegates, he said he would dispense with adroitness at this tiwe,
and attempt only to repeat a very brief Scotch story. A miunister following
the gnod custom of expounding the seriptnres in course, when ke came to an
obseure passage, would say—* Brethren, learned commentators have different
opirions upon this portion. JLet us konestly and boldly lovk the difficulty in
the face,—and rAss ON.”  “Now (said Dr. Raleigh) we have been honest-
ly and boldly looking our difficulty in the face, and lot us now pass on””  1le
resumed his seat amid a whirlwind of applause. When it had subsided, a
voice from the gallery enquired—¢“Don’t you call that adroit ?”

Tiev. IIenry Ward Beecher being loudly called for, came forward, and
spoke for fifteen or twenty minutes in the most felicitous style. I'rom the
playful, he rose to a grand impassioned strain of cloquence that excited the
Christian patriotism of the whole assembly to a glowing heat. It is as vain
to attempt to deseribe his speech, as to paint a flash of lightning.  Ile closed
by calling upon all lovers of God aund of humanity to promote perpetual
fellowship and good-will between these two great I'rotestant Nations, upon
whose united action the cause of liberty and of Christ throughout the world,
s0 largely depends. Then stretching down his arms, he scized the hands of
Dr. Vaughsn and Raleigh, in the seat before the platform, saying <1 give the
hand of fellowship and love to Old England.” The whele assembly rising
to their feet, responded in three lusty cheers of the old style—¢ Hip! Iip!
ursah ! After that every body scemed satisfied, and judging by one’s
own feelings, somewhat exhausted by the intense excitement.
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Other interesting points stand out in the review of those ten days’ deliber-
atiuns, which we must pass over; such as the debate upon the associating of
the American Tract Society New York, with the ¢ American Tract Society
Boston,” in unqualified commendation to the sympathy of the Churches;—
a question second only to the response to Forcign Delegates, in the excite-
ment it caused.  Amnother important matter was legislative prohibition of the
liquor traflic, upon which a majority decided adversely. A strong Delegation
was appointed to attend the Temperance Convention at Saratoga, including
the three Moderators, and the Minute Secretary of the Council. The visit
to Charlestown on Saturday afternoon, and to Plymouth Rock on Thursday
following deserve full notice, especially the latter; but our space is fully oc-
cupied, and our readers, patience exhausted.

Those who enter with lively sympathy into the great work of conquering
America for Christ will do well to take note of Friday September 15th as
the day set apart by the Council for united Prayer and Fasting, to seck the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Churches. We may help by our pray-
a3, if not by our contributions.

Such an assembly has never before convened in the promotion of Congre-
gational institutions. California, Oregon, Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, and
all the nearer Western States were represented. Also Tennessee, Maryland,
Delaware, Pennsyivania, and New Jersey, which are new fiddds for this de-
nomination. The New Lngland States and New York were of course strung-
ly represented.

The spirit of all the proceedings was the < spirit of power and of love, and
of a sound mind.” There was strong judgment, and intense fecling on all
qucstions affecting the religious interests of the nativn.  No vbserver could
fuil to discover that the salt has not lost its saltness. The spirit of the
Pilgrim Fathers animates the present generation of their descendants.  And
although they have but just cume out from the fiery triul of civil war, there
is scarcely the smell of fire upon them! Towards the conquered South not
aword of exultation, or vindictivness was uttered in any of the Reports,
ner countenanced in debate.  The desire to heal the bleeding wounds, and
restore the desvlations inflicted by war pervaded all the deliberativns and
devotions, B I

BETORE THE LOYALISTS.

BY JAMES WOODROW, ST, JOIIN, N. B,

CHAPTER XIL.—AFTER THE REVOLUTION OF 1688.

The revolution of 1688 did not enfranchise the people of England: it
only prepared the way for Iiberty at a future day. It 1s commonly styled
“‘an 1mperfect revolution.”” The Prince of Orange would gladly have made
England free, but the Iligh Church party and the ultra Tories thwarted his
plaes. Although he abandoned his Presbyterianism for a crown, and became
the head of the English Church, the prelatic party sounded the alarm that
the Church was in danger. The Convention Parliament that placed William
and Mary on the throne would have granted a measure of religious liberty,
but the clections brought into power the opponents of freedom; and Bishop
Burnet adwits that in violation of solemn pledges made by the Church party
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to the Nonconformists, while James was secking the support of the latter,
the bishups threw every obstacle in the way of toleration.  Willimn himsclt
became so disgusted and dissatisfied that he announced his intention of
taking leave of Xngland for the land of his nativity.

1t 1s true that an Act of Toleration passed, but then during the reigns o
William and Mary, and Queen Anne, there were several penal laws. In
Queen Anne’s time no dissenter could hold an office or teach a school, and
the public serviees of the Noneonformists were frequently interrupted, their
ministers insulted, their churches destroyed; and it was with difficulty the
eot vedress, and that only sometimes. Queen Anne eventually sought t
sceure the succession to her Roman Catholic brother, Charles Stuart, and
she was seconded in her plans by the bishops. History relates that, but fu:
the Puritans, Charles Stuart would have secured the throne, and the libertic
of the nation have perished. 'The whole body of Noucouformists threw
their influence in favor of the Ilouse of DBrunswick, turning the seale i
favor of George the First, and consequently Queen Victoria would neve
have worn the Crown but for them, a great-arandson of George having been
the Duke of Kent, the father of the present beloved suvvereign of wur
cupire.  There is an interesting passage in the life of the great William u
Orange (the ancestor of William I11.), who fell by the hand of an assassiy
after rescuing the Netherlands from Spain. The story runs that he marricd
a nun of Jonarre, Charlotte de Bourbon, daughter of the Duc de Montpen
sier.  Iler daughter Louisa beeame the wife of Frederick the Fourth, th
elector palatine of the Rhine, and was grandmother of Sophia, duchess u
Brunswick, the mother of George the IYirst. Qur own sovereign is conse
quently a descendant of ¢ the Nun of Jonarre.”

George the First acknowledged his indebtedness, and uwsed his influence
have the exclusive laws repealed, and unfortunately bestowed npon the Non-
conformists a royal bounty in the shape of the “regium donum,” which ha
since grown to great proportions, and which fortunately fur the nativn we
in after times refused by the Independents. Although George the First i
not spoken highly of in history, yet some progress was made in his reign in
the way of religious freedom, and greater progress has been made since hix
time; and the present generation would do well to inquire to whom they ar
indebted for their present liberties.  Ask Lord Brougham, England's wisex
man, and he tells you not that it was the Church to which he is attachd
that wrought out for the people liberty; but on the other hand says that the
Independents ¢ are a body of men to be held in lasting veueration fur tix
unshakea fortitude with which 1N Ann TiMES they have maintained their
attachment to civil liberty; MEN TO WIIOSE ANCESTORS IINGLAND WILL
EVER ACKNOWLEDGE A BOUNDLESS DEBT OF GRATITUDE AS LONG AS FREL
DOM IS PRIZED AMONG US. For I fully confess it: they, with the zeal o
carly martyrs, and with the purity of early Christians, the skill and courag
of the most renowned warriors, achieved for Iugland the free constitution
she now enjoys.”  Ask Lord King, a churehiman, who held a high positien
in England, and what does he say? ¢ As for tolevation, or auy genera
freedom of conscience, we owe them not in the least degree to what is called
the Church of England. On the contrary, we owe all these to the Inde
pendents.”

“Where,” asks onc of America’s grcat orators, Rufus Choate, speaking of
the Puritans, ¢ where in the long series of ages that furnish the watter of
history, was there ever one race—uwhere one better fitted by the possession of
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+ ie highest traits of man, to do the noblest wurk of man—Dbeteer fitted to
govsunnmate and establish the Reformation—to save the Luglish Constitu-
fivn at its last gasp from the fate of other urvpean constitutions.”

The Independents have grown rapidly in the present century, and now
puwber in the British slands alone nearly 2,000 churches, besides having a
Jaree number of village chapels and preaching stations. A Presbyteian
gniter says that in the reign of William IIL the Presbyterians in England
-pumbered twice as many as the Congregativnalists, but that somehow error
grept in among them, and the old Presbyterian churches of Ingland are
Aluost wholly Unitarian in beliel.  Orthodox Presbyterianism is represented
in Englaud at the present time by Scottish miuisters and congregations.
Turning to Awerica, and guing back to the time of William the Third,
we find that the defeat of the Whigs in the first clections in England, after
the clevation of the Prince of Orange to the throne, proved disastrous to the
eolunies, and brought the people who were warm friends of William hiwself
aty collision with his representatives in America, who were almost wholly
cleeted from among those who had been the agents of the tyranny of James
the Second, paving the way for that final outbreak which scparated the old
eolunies from the mother country. Nicholsun was seut to Virginia, and after
him the notorivus Audros, agaiust whom the people of Boston hLad rebelled
when they proclaimed William and Mary. Leister and Milborne, who had
uccessfully overthrown the government of King James in New York, and
procliimed the Prince of Orange, suffered death, but the British parliament
feversed the sentence when it was too late.  Not a tenth part of the people
of New York at that day were Episcopalians, yet Fletcher, the royal gover-
nor, insisted on a church establishment, and demanded the use of the
churches, most of which were Reformed Dateh, for Ipiscopal service.
Fletcher was fullowed by the kind-hearted Irish Barl Bellamont, who
swuvthed duwn the differences, and who at his death was succeded by Lord
Cornbury, brother-iz-law of James the Second, whose services he beurayed,
professing loyalty to the king up to the very mon:ent when he hastened off
to take servize under the Prince of Orange. The viees, tyranny, and imbe-
gility of Cornbury were notorious, and he pursued a course that made him
everywhere detested and resisted.  To show his treatment of thuse who
Fould not conform tv Kpiscopacy, a quotation from a letter of Rev. W
fVesey, rector of New York, will be appreciated : « By Ilis Lxeellency Lord
Corubury’s favor, who has been the great promoter of Tue Church in this
;l’ruvincc, there is a church of stone, also a house and some land, now in
Ensscssion of the present incumbent,” the Cougregational minister having

cen expelled by Ilis Escellency. In Newtown, where the people were
neaily all Independents, their church was put in possession of an Lpiscopal
Dinister, “by His Exeellency’s favor.” One account states that « M y Lord
Cornbury served a writ of ejection upon that pestilential Independent, the
Rev. John [Tubbard, AND THRUST HIM OUT OF TIIE PARSONAGE.” A
great many churches were served in a similar way, and one of the mission-
arics of the Socicty for the Propagation wrote to England, “ What steps
and progress have been made hitherto are mostly owing to His Excellency
Lord Cornbury’s influence and encouragement to us.’”” There was a long
Struagle, but Congregationalism finally had to succumb in New York to the
¢vil powers; but in New England, owing to the unanimity of the people, it
mamtained its ground until all danger from the civil power had passed away.
Massachusetts had for its governor Sir William Phipps, a well-meaning
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but tucompetent and superstitious wan, a native of New England, but om
who appointed as his agents those against whom the people had rebelled i
the time of James.  Refercnce L.s already been made to him in a proview
chapter.  In Massachusetts, during the reigns of William the Third and
Queen Anpe, there was o continual struggle between the representatives of
the Crowa and the people.  King Witliam himself would gladly have given
the colonists the rights to which they ware entitled, but he was hindered Iy
his ministry. But for the firmness and fidelity of the Puritars, liberts
would have been crushed out in New England as it had been in New York
and all the other provinees. Lest it might be thought that the writer hold
views that are not warranted by the facts, he has made a quotation from ag
address of the lon. Joseph Howe, Nova Scotia’s great statesman, to th
Rt. Hon. €. P. Adderley, M.P., in 1862, and published in London by the
British North American Association: “ Founded by grasping speculators,
who desired to enrich themselves at the expense of the colonists and of the
mother country, or planted by Inglishmen fleeing from religious persecution
at home, they knew but little of the fostering care of a maternal government
from the first. Their early history is the history of* backstairs influence and
intrigue, the rights and interests of the colonists being eternally perilled ©
sacrificed by the mischievous interference of the prerogative. They ravely
knew the majesty of England in any of its graceful or benignant aspects
The people of England in those days had but little liberty themselves.  The
colonies had no respousible government. The transatlantic Britons had ng
faith in the British bayonet as a symbol of order, freedom and civilization..
They had seen it but too recently red with the blood of martyrs, and brist
ling round every form of despotic usurpation. Indians in the woods aund:
Frenchmen on the frontier were dangerous enemies, but those the early settlen
of New England bad braced themselves to encounter and subdue. Those
perils were external; but what they most feared was the internal danger of
the arbitrary exercise of the Crown, backed by British soldiers in their
widst.  And the governors sent out from home were continually menacing
their charters, coming 1into collision with their general courts, and trying
every variety of sap and mine by which the peculiar framework of those
democracies might be shattered and overthrown.”

William the Third found that the English throne “was not a bed of
roses.”  Ireland acknowledged James as king, but in 1690 the decisive
battle at the Boyne gave William the victory. A portion of the Seots
acknowledged the Stuarts, but the opposition was seon overcome. More to
be dreaded than Celts were the High Church party and ultra Tories why
would acknowledge no sovereign but a Stuart, as well as that numerous budy
that acknowledged Willlam as “king de facto,” but attempted to thwan
every plan of his for eivil and religious liberty. With these he could na
deal as was done with the rebels of Glencoe or the besiegers of Londonderry
Louis, king of France, against whom William had so often drawn the sword,
declared for the divine right of kings and legitimacy; but with all his assis-
tance James the Second was unsuceessful.  William eagerly avowed himsell
the defender of the natiomality of England and the territorial freedom of
Europe, and looking over the sea he resolved to despoil France of Canady,
Acadia, the Hudson’s Bay Territory, the valley of the Mississipi, and the
French West India Islands.

The New England colonics and New York agreeing in the war policy of
William cagerly girded thesnselves for the contest, and the French as eagerly
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rollivd avound their banner the savages. Montreal was soon captured, but
was retaken by the Freneh and Indians, and then terrible deeds were done,
and the victorious subjeets of Louis carried the torch, the tomabawk and
the scalping-knife to the Englishman’s home. The Mohawks then and in
after years were fuithful allies of the British settlers, and but for them New
York would have fallen into the hands of the French. Terrible tales are
told of villages burnt by the French, and cruclties perpetrated by their
Indian allies on the defenceless and the innocent. It is reluted thut one of
the captured females, while hurried away from her home, sat down fora
moment in the snow to lull her infunt to sleep, when her captor seized the
child, struck its head against a trec, and then hung it in the branches.

On the borders of Acadia the Indian allies of France comwmenced their
bloody wark, and after confessing their sins to the priest, and recciving abso-
lution, they set forth upon their errand to bura the villages, and sealp and
wurder men, women and children.  Frightful was the work of the warriors
from the St. John and the Penobscot among the humes of the British
settlers in daine.

Great was the counsternation along the borders. The governor of Massa-
chusetts had not yet been appointed, and the provisional government that
had been organised when King James’ governor was thrown into prisen,
propesed and invited a ¢ Congress’’ of delegates from all the provinces as
far as Maryland.  This Congress planned an expedition against Montreal by
way of Lake Chawmplain, and it was agreed that Massachusetts should send a
fleet to Quebee and another to Acadia.  The expeditions against Montreal
and Quebee fuiled, owing to the vigilance of the aged Irontenac, but that
azainst Acadin was suceessful.  Befure the end of May, 1690, says Baneroft,
“ New England was mistress of the coast to the eastern extremity of Nova
Seotin; but the native hordes of that wilderness still retained their affection
for the French.”  The fleet against Quebee was commanded by the incom-
petent Phipps, and on its return was scattered by storms. After this Sir
Willima sailed for Bogland, and in 1692 returned to Boston as governor of
Massachusetts, for whiech he brought from William III. the new charter,
which was not as liberal as the charter that had been taken away, but it
extended the territory.  King William included Acadia in the charter, and
Massachusetts issued instructions for its management, and not only fitied out
the subsequent expeditions, but maintained the garrison at Annapolis. Kiag
William heard with sorrow of the repulse of the expedition against Canada,
and resolved to retrieve the loss by assistance from kingland, but the crew of
the West Tndia fleet intendea for that purpose, after unsuccessfully attacking
Mertinique, was almost wholly destroyed by yellow fever befure reaching
Boston.” D’lberviile and Castin about that time wrested Acadia from Mas-
sachusetts, and carried their conquests into the heart of Maine, and Frontenac,
agzed as he was, led an army of French and Indiaus through the provinee of
New York, taking Oswego and some other places, and committing great
atrocities.  ('ol. Chureh, a stern and somewhat cruel man, whe had been
prowminent in the crushing of King Phillip’s rebeilion, organized an expe-
dition in 1696, and landed at Chignecto, 1n Acadia. The French refused
his terms, and to retaliate for their atrocities upon the Britisk settlers in
New England, he st their houses on fire, and destroyed the cattle and stock.
The French king made preparations to send a powerful fleet to devastate the
coast of New Kngland ; but before it got under way the treaty of Ryswiek
was signed, by which Louis acknowledged William and Mary as sovercigas
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of England, and Williaw guaranteed to Louis all the Hudson’s Bay territory,
the valley of the Mississippi, Canada, the greater part of Newfoundland,
and even Acadia, that had been conquered by and was in pussession of
Massachusetts.

In the beginning of the 1%th century, the two rival monarchs, William
and Louis, were almost dropping into the grave, having spent a lifetime in
fighting against cach other ; and the near approach to the unscen world had
not abated their ambition.  William was suffering from a mortal discase, his
feet swollen, his voice almost gone, and Schlosser says that even then, when
he had shut himself up from visitors; he rallied new alliances, governed the
policy of Kurope, aud was shaping the destiny of America. Touis, the
champion of “ divine right,” was heir to the Spanish throne, and conse-
quently claimed not only that but whatever Spain claimed, viz., Milan, the
two Sicilies, a great portion of the Indies, and the Low Countries ; and the
Spanish people desired Louis for their sovercign. Louis being determined
to take pussessivn, Williawm, notwithstanding his notice of impending death,
determined to hinder him in a eourse which threatened evil to Burope.
James the Second, still at the court of I'rance, sickened and died, and Touis
acknowledged his son, Prince Charles Stuart, as the legitimate king of Great
Britain.  When war broke out, William, who was a remarkable diplomatist,
had arrayed against France and Spain the armies of England, Holland, Por-
tugal, Deumark, Savoy, Lorraine, and Prussia, and soon after passed to another
world .After his death the war went forward, in which France held its ground
till the decisive battle of Blenheim. During the war Massachusetts suffered
terribly, and was overrun by the French and Indians, who poured in upon
them from Canada and Acadia. Sad are the accounts narrated, and the
historian says “neither the milk-white brows of the ancient, nor the mourn-
ful crics of tender infants,” were regarded by the invaders. ¢ 'The prowling
Indian scemed near every farm-house, and death hung on every fruutier.”
Dark yet glovious was the condition of New lugland: * She had laid,” says
one of her eloquent sons, ‘“deep and strong the foundations of society,
religious principles were firm, and her moral habits exemplary.,”  But as yet
the nueregate of the whole population of New England was not more than
160,000.  And there had originated in New England a system that in
cducation has gained for her the adwiration of the world. Frer Scuoors
originated with Congregationalism, and even at that day, when ¢ Indians
were in the woods and Frenchmen on the fruntier,” provision was made for
the cducation of EVERY child. It is the glory of Congregatioualism that
nowhere, not even in favored Scotland, are there so few persons that eannot
read and write. The truth is Calvinism everywhere requires the school
beside the church, and nowhere has this prevailed in every country to a
greater extent than in those places where Calvinism assumed the Congrega-
tional form. “Thank God,” said a guvernor of Virgioia, ¢ that we have no
schouls nor printing presses; ’” but that was in a provinee from which Puri-
tanism was carefully excluded.

There was sadness in many a New England heme—there were vacant scats
by the fireside. A child perhaps would be playing its little plays by the
door, and the busy mother would hear a shriek, and all was over. * Children
as they gamboled on the beach,” says Bancroft, ¢ reapers as they gathered
the harvest, mothers as they busied thewmselves about the house, were victims
to an encmy that disappeared as soon as the blow was struek.” The red
man sowetimes grew weary of the iurderous work, but the Ireneh urged it
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forward.  Did the Puritans, whose furefuthers had erossed the sca tu ubtain
the rizht to worship God, fuld their arms while their wives and children
perished 7 Not so; they girded themselves for the contest, but theirs was
not an upen, honorable enemy.  One year it is related that one-fifth of all
the wen capable of bearing arms were continually on duty, while the vthers
tilled the svil.  “They believed in God,” says one writer—¢ wctually bliceed
kim. ‘I'hey asked not of safety ; they were never frightened by appearances;
the muskets stoud by their side while the worning prayer went up from the
domestic altar.”’

In 1707 Massachusetts capturcd Port Royal, but soon lost it.  Gov. Dud-
ley sent another expedition, which was unsuccessful, and it is stated that the
captures taken by the French on the occasion were horribly wangled. In
1710 an expedition composed of 30 suil, and earrying onc regiment from
Maine, and fvur from Massachusetts, captured Port Royal, which in honor
of Queen .\une was henceforward named Annapolis. A small garrison was
left there, and on several oceasions it was in great danger from the French
and [ndians, who grew bold on hoaring that an army was coming from
Canada; but from that day to this the British flag has never been lowered
at that place by the hand of a hostile invader. Tn 1711 a British fleet
arrived at Boston to co-operate with the New England, New York, and New
Jersey forees in the invasiun of Canada, but unfurtunately it was under the
comurand of Sir Hovenden Walker, who was unlit for the position, and who
idled away the summer months, and made what he called in his report to
the British government ¢ a suecessful retreat” from the Bay of Gaspe.

In LEurope the allied arms were suceessful, and Louis was compelled to
make peace aud resign his claims. By the treaty of Utrecht, in 1712 says
a historian, “was closed the series of universal wars for the balance of
puwer, and in regard to territorial arrangements the poliey of William the
Third triumphed.” In that treaty of Utrecht was inserted, at the instance
of Bulingbroke, the inportant words ¢ I'ree ships shall alsu give a freedom
to guuds,” a principle imported frum olland by William the Third. But
there was one item in this treaty that at the present day can hardly be
believed. Queen Anne did engage by the treaty of Utrecht, which gave
England the exeiusive slave trade fur the Spanish world in the Gull of
Mexico, ou the Atlantic, and along the Dacifie, as well as for the Lnglish
colunies, to bring into the Spanish West Indies, in the space of 30 years,
144,000 negrues for slaves.  The profits were enormous: Queen Anne took
a fuurth of the common stock, Philip V. of Spain another fourth, and- the
rest was reserved for British subjeets.  Tho Puritans in England and Awe.
rica eried vut against the inhuman business; New Ingland had even long
before decreed the death penalty upon the slave trader.  The English
government, however, was inesorable, and not a statesman opposed its enor-
mities. The statute book of the English Parliament declared that « the
slave trade is highly beneficial to the kingdom aud the colonies,” and it is
estimated that dwiing the first half of the seventeenth century, before the
principles of the Puritans began to control public upinion, ose million and a
h}a_lf‘ of negroes were stolen from Africa and carricd to America in English
ships.

By the treaty of Utrecht France ceded to England the possession of the
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Lay of Hudsvw and its burders, as well as Newfoundiand and .Acadia.
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EorrespaNyeice.

CANADIAN EXPERIENCES IN AUSTRALIA.
Scorrnaxo, C. W, July 27th, 1865,

My peAR Brorner,—Four weeks since on the way home from my after.
noon service at Burfurd, T was thrown from my buggy, and had my left an:
fractured and dislocated, and though recovering I am not able to do muct
yet even in writing. ¢

Yesterday I received a letter from my brother James who has charge of
church in Murrundi, New Seuth Wales, under date of April 10th Jast, w
extract or two of which I thought would be of interest to the readers of th:
Canuddian Independent, especially as it comes in connection with what wa
said by the Rev. Mr. Poore, before the Union, regarding mission work in th.:
Australias. ‘

“ My excuse for so long delay in writing, in addition to those cnmmon, i
this, that you asked me some questions whieh I did not feel myself prepure!
to answer in regard to the propriety of removal to some part of this country
Now after weighing the matter carefully, § cannot say that T would at a.
recommend your coming. As for myself I have been in a special way favore!
by the providence of Guid, and yet my way and inclination is rather to return
to America than remain coutinuously in these parts. Bro. Fraser is now
staying in Sidney, intending to praceed to California. Ie made us n visi,
of two weeks, leaving his wife at Neweastle, as she was not strong crouh
to take the ride up here. Repeatedly while here Bro. Fraser expressed ki
regrets at leaving Amerien, suying that even as regards his wife's health be
would have done as well to have stuid at home. There is very great uncer
tainty in these Colonies as to the getting of a field of Jabor. The churche:
are so few and at such distaneces apart,—so little communication between one
part of the country und another,—the difficulties and expense of travellin:
so enormons, and the cost of living so monstrous, that a man with a famil;
would need to have a =ure guarantee of some church before be should set v
for this land. The chances of getting such a church are very few. The
arrangements made with the soeiety at home for supplying ministers from the
old country, rather shut out others who might come of their own accord, and
negotiations with that society are rather fruidess, so Mr. Fraser found. In
this place I have altogether a less promising field of usefulness than [ have
had in Canada formerly, and would expect to find if' I should return. Still
35 doubtful if the climate of Canada would agree with we, and if it did so i
regard to my old trouble, whether we could at all now stand the cold of yuur
winters.”

These opinions will no doubt have considerable weight with brethren whe
may have thought of these Pacific Ishinds as a better and future sphere
labvur.  They are not the views of one who bas taken but o few weels rus
up the conntry, but of an observing man who has spent several years there,
having seen Port Adelnide and Melbourne, having spent a year and a half'iz
Tasmania, ot Hobart Town ; and » wuch longer period near Sidney, in Ney
South Wales.  Wishing much paticnce and contentinent ameng the bruthren,

I remain,
Yours most truly,
WiLntan Hay.
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AESIGNATION OF REV. R. LAY,
Woopurings, July 24th, 1565.

Pear BroTner,—1I contemplate a removal from this place, and have con-
gequeatly resigned wy charge in connexion with Yine Grove and Thistleton,
1o take effeet on the first of October.

It mizht be of service to the churches here if you would notice this in the
pest number of the magazine.

If you can give any information that would uid our friends in securing
another pastor it will be thankfully reecived. Any such communieation could
be addressed to myself or to Mr. J. . Howell, Woodbridge.

I am, yours very truly,
Roperr Ilay.

ews of the €Hurehes,

ORDINATION SERVICE.

Mr. J. A, R. Dickson, alumnus of the Congregational College of British North

America, and Pastor-elect of the Congregativaal Church in London, €. W., was
grdained to the Ministry and Pastorate on Taesday, July 13th, the services Leing
held in the afternoon and evening.
i The afternoon service commenced at half-past three, and was presided over by
;iev. Y. Ebbs, of Paris, who led the introductory devotional exercises, and
anoeunced the several engagements. A short discourse was delivered by Rev. I\
H. Mariing, of Toronto, founded on Exoad. xii. 26: “What mean ye by this
:ler\'icc?” The preacher explained that it meant, 1. Faith in the Christian
ministry as an institution of Uivine appointment; 2. A conviction that prior
fraining was needed in order to the effective discharge of ministerial duties;
8, Delief in the right of a Christian Church to eleet 1ts own pastor aund other
oficers ; and 4. A persuasion that ordination by imposition of hands was a
Scriptusal and seemly recoguition of a minister’'s Divine and human call to
s work.

The flev. W. F. Clarke, of Guelph, then addressed a few words to the candi-
.inc for ordination, and proceeded to ask bhim the usual questions.  Satisfactory
Answers having been given, the ordaining prayer was oftered by the Rev. W. I,
Qlarke, all the ministers who tosk part in the service uniting in the laying un of
jg‘am!s upan tie bead of the candidate.  On behalf of his brethren in the nunistry
Jiresent and absent, the Rev. J. M. Smith, of Southwold, then gave Mr. Bickson
be right hand of fellowship, addressing to him a brief, fraternal greeting.

The crening service was presided over by the Rev. W. F. Clarke.  After singing
-and reading thé Seripiures, prayer was offered by Rev. F. IL. Macling, when the
Rev. Juhn Wood, of Brantford, proceeded to deliver the charge to the newly
‘ordained Pastor. It was based upon 1st Tim. iv. 16, * Take heed unto thyseld,
20d unto the doctrine,”—and abounded in wise, earnest, practical counsel.  The
preacher forcibiy urged the cultivation of personal piety ; the necessity of minis-
rial exemplariness; the duty of earnestly studying the Word of Gud; the
Mportance of clear. evangelical preaching; attention to the instruction of the
Jounz: aud pastoral visitation, cspecially of the sick and afflicted.  Another
Byma having been sung, the Rev. E. Ebls addressed the Church on its resmnsi-
Auities and duties in connection with the settlement of a pastor.  He chosw as
-t}m foundation of his discourse 2nd Joha, &, ¢ Look to yourselves, that we lose
Tot these things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.”
The natare of @ Christian minister’s reward, viz.: e salvation of souls, and the
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degree in which it i3 affected by the co-operation of the people themselves, wex
e\pl ained very concisely, and the Church was affectionately and earnest;
exhorted to do its part in promoting the cfliciency and usefulness of the you:
Pastor it had chosen.

At the conclusion of the ordination service proper, the Lord’s Supper wa
observed, and thus ended the proceedings of a most solemn and impressis
occasion. A good congregation attended buth in the afternoon and evenine, |[:
addition to parties b“km"m" to the Congregational body, 2 number of ministen
and members of other denomm‘monx were present.  Serious attention an,
devout juterest pervaded the assemblies, and we are persuaded the vecasion wi,
not xaeun be forgotien by those who were enabled to attend.

On the fullowing evening a tea meeting of welcome to the new Pastor was hell
and was largely attended l'lut, only by tlu, Church and congregation, hut by tl.
general religious public. An overflowing supply of ~pc.zkcn was present.  Te
over, the chair was taken by the I’.x\tur and several speeches were delivered
inter \;mhcd with appropriate singing by the choir, led by the new vrgan.  Res
W. F. Clarke expressed his "1“\tmc:ltmn as one of the * past pastors” of t
Chureh, at its present ]mamun and prospeets. e referred tv varous interesting
features in the present occ'tswn, commented on Rev. BE. ELb's exposition «
*“ the hushand of one wife,”” given the previous evening, and deseanted somewha
on ministerial marriages, dusm;: with various advices to the Pastor and Chund
Rev. W. 1. Huuter, Wesleyan Minister, then spoke in a very cordial and lives
strain, expressing the most catholic sentiments, and wishing his Congregation.
Lrethren abundant spivitual prosperity.  Rev. J. M. Swmith, "of Senthvol I, nes
spoke, and after alluding to reminiscences of his vwn e.u-ly Ieanings toward
ministry, urged the uuperfm\c necessity of personal worth and work in ordert
suceess. Rev. Mr. Houoper, Bible Clristtan Mimster, gave a brief but ves
hearty address, insisting upon our reed of Divine help, and the certaiary .,
usefulness if we enwsed that kelp.  After short addresses from Revs. E. K h.w
of Paris, mud J. AL Miller, ¢f the New Conuesion Chureh, a very approprix:
practical speech was delivered by Rev. . H. Marling, in which attention to tiz
outward lusiness of the house of Gud was urvul, nml the duties of Chris
love, wise furbearance, and willing co-operation in every good work were forcils

inculeatsd.  The peopie rem: rined with much paticnce, and listened with are.
apparent interest, although, owing to the late hour of commencing, :u»d i
number of adidresses, the meeting was necessarily o rather late one.  We has
sarely attended an ordination serviee that passed off more satisfactoriiy, or gav
greater promise of useful results.  The discourses were fitting and pertinent,n.
a <m"h‘ exercise was unduly protracted, the congregations were enconrazing -
size and devhutly attentive, an earnest and cordial spirit appeared to | servade s E
hearts. and the tex meeting was every way a suceess.  Bro. Dickson has entere,
on an impertant and promising field. May be be eminently successful in i
culture ! PG

ANNUAL MEETINGS OF SISI'ER DENOMINATIONS.

The duiegs of the various rc]igious badies, our own included, have been TepoRe.
with unusual fulness this year by the secular press.  With the utmost liberalir
and good feeling, the columns of the varicus newspapers, including our two Jes:
ing 0.ulxc~ have been thrown open to the accounts furnished both of busine
done and speeches delivered. We cheerfully and gratefully acknowledge the
conrtesies on behalf of the Congregational denomination, and trust that the fuliz
publicity given to the proccedmac of the various rclmous bodies, will lnch:L*
their interest in one another, and draw them into closer fellowship with e
other. The fact just referred to, renders it almost unnecessary for the purpot
of infurmation, that we should bring the doings uof sister denominations lmf-vrc (— ;
readers, nc\cnl-dusq we feel inclined to make a few * notes and commenis” £ *
least in regard to the proceedings of the leading bodies.
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Tur Syyop or e Canaps Pressyreriay Cnuren met on Tuesday, the Gth
of June, in the Cote Street Chureh, Montreal, and continued in session until
Friday cvening of the following! week. The attendance was hardly so large
as usual, but much important Lusiness appears to have been done. There
were very few of those causes, appeals and references which often occupy a large
share of the time on such occasivns, and hence there was better opportunity for
fully cunsidering schemes of church extension and usefulness.  Much good feel-
ing seems to have prevailed, an interesting circumstance in view of the fuct that
the Synod is composed of ministers and elders who four years ago formed two
distinet denominations. It is an encouraging instance of what is practicable in
he way of Christian union. Some important changes were effected ns to the
mode of carrying on the home missionary operations of the hudy. The vacant
harzes and mission stations are hencefurth to be separately worked, the vacan-
ies heing supplied by preshyteries, and the mission stations by a central com-
nittee of the Synod. The several presiyteries report their mission stations to
his central committee, with which it rests to appuint supplies and fix grants.
The central committee is also empowered to supplement the deficient stipends of
ninisters settled over weak congregations.  All the congregations are enjuined to
Heend collections to the central fond. Rev. John Laing, of Colwurg, is convener
faof the central committee.  Much interest was awakened among the members of
he Synod in the work of foreign missions, and a very strong dispusition was
nanifested to assume the responsibility of sume pagan field,—nov action was how-
ver taken beyond laying the subject over for future consideration. No appoint-
nent was made to the vacant chair of theology in Knox’s College, but the Board
f Management were empowered to make temporary arrangements for carrying
igon the classes, as was done last year.  Examiners were appointed and measures
aken to raise the literary status of students. The establishment of hursavies in
e college was warmly promoted. TFive have been already founded. Ilev. Dr.
@Burns was appointed to collect funds for this object. Much timo was employed
Bn discussing the expediency of organizing a General Assembly, and dividiag the

province into several synods, but decisive action was poustponed. S also was the
stablishinent of the Montreal College. Our delegate, the Rev. Dr. Wilkes, was
ery cordially received by the Synod, and an invitation was given Ly Dr. Ormis-
gon to the effect * that the Dr. would just come over to the Synod and bring his
gbrethren of the Congregational body with him.” During the meeting of Synod,
Rhe corner-stone of Erskine Chureh, in cour-e of erection fur the congregation of
Mev. Dr. Taylor, was laid with appropriate ceremonies.

Tue WesLevax MeTnonist CoNFERENCE assembled in the North Street Church.
ondon, on the Tth of June. Over 250 ministers duly appointed as members of
onfercnce, were present at the calling of the roll. The Rev. S. D. Rice, retiring
W 'resident, opened the proceedings, after devotional exercises, with a short address
P which touching allusion was made to the decease of the eminent minister who
gresided over the Conference last year, Rev. W. L. Tuorsron. Official announce-
gnent was then made of the appointment by the British Conference of Rev. Richard
gones to the presidency for the present year. From the reports presented, it
Fppeared that the past year had been one of steady growth and encouraging pros-

erity. Many new and beautiful churches have Leen built, the missions have
been well sustuined, and though the numerical increase in the members has been
bmall, this is partly accounted for by the check of emigration and the outflow of
opulation resulting from the American war. A very carnest, well-written pas-
oral aldress was adopted, reviewing the state of the body, and urging increased
Bevotedness to God.  During the past year a grand effort has been made to clear
bIF the Victoria College debt, which has resulted in entire success. Twenty-three
joung men were received into full connexion, and ordained to the work of the
hristian ministry. The occasion of their reception was very interesting, and
he addresses delivered were most instructive and impressive. The Dresident
Birged the necessity of the Christian church seeing to it that it had not only a
poneeried but a conzerting ministry, and valuable counsels were given to the young
gucn on their entering upon full work in the connesion, by the Rev. Dr. Wood.
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A motion was introduced proposing a division of the Conference into two ¢

more, in consequence of the unwieldy size of the body, which now embrace

upwards of 530 ministers. No decisive action was however taken in that dirvec}
tion. Several memorials and district mecting resolutions were presented to Cond
ference, and among them one praying for a committee to consider the suhject o2
2 union of the various Methodist bodies in Canada. Few cases of discipline cam
up for consideration. The meetings were enlivened by the attendance of a strongy;
delegation from the Methodist Episcopal body in the United States, consisting ol
Rev. Drs. Peck, Elliott and Eddy, all able and eminent men. A hearing Wy
given Rev. J. . Byrne, agent of the French Canadian Missionary Society, andsf
reaolution of interest in the work of that Society was passed. Rev. Jno Borlani{
moved a resolution to prohibit Wesleyan Ministers from joining Masonic, Orange]
or Odd Fellows’ Lodges, and requiring those belonging to such organizations ta.§
withdraw from them. The subject was discussed but no action taken. Rev.$g
Rose was appointed Book Steward for the next three years by a majority of fourdl
teen over Rev. Dr. Green, who has held the office for some time past. It wads
resolved to reduce the yearly subserip:ion to the Christian Guardian to $1.50 pe
annum ; and Rev. Dr. Jeffers, its present efficient Editor, was re-appuinted by s
very large majority.

3

Tue Cuvrcen ofF ExcrLaxp Syvop, for the Discese of Toronto, met in the cit 3
Jjust named, on June 14. A large attendance of both clerical and lay delezate %
wag present. The venerable Bishop, now in his eighty-cighth year, presidei 2
over the Synod with bis usual ability. In his opening address he expressed the
opinion that the recent decision of the Privy Council “scarcely touches us'i%
Fhe chief feature of the address was an earnest appeal to the members of tbe?gj
denomination to contribute with greater liberality to the support of their minisv‘g
ters, and to the various benevolent schemes for which their co-operation is askedi?
Committees on Finance, on the Endowment of the See, on the Church Temporal
ities Act, on Vestry Manual, Canons, &c., on the Incorporation of the Synodf
and on Church Musie, were struck. set to work, and their reports presented :m:ii%
acted on during the meeting of Synod. The subject of the Clergy Trust Furiy
provoked some discussion, in consequence of grave charges having beco madi;
with regard to its management by Ilon. J. IL Cameron. At the Church Missionr
Society’s Annual Meeting, held the day before the meeting of Synod, quitedZ:
scene oceurred.  Violent altercation took place between Mr. W. H. Boulton, tl
party making the charges, and Mr. Cameron, the party accused. A numbere }
other gentlemen took part in the affair.  Sume of them were greatly excited ani
pearly came to Llows. Mr. Cameron was almost unanimously sustained, a
Mr. Boulton suljected to the indignity of expulsion from the Suciety as 432
slanderer.  Discv-sion was choked and investigation refused. Without expr
sing any opinion on the charges themselves, we cannot but think they were ver;
unwisely and improperly dealt with. Outsiders will find it difficult to repres
their suspicions that all is not right, when the financial trusts of a religious bod
are thus dealt with, Impartial scrutiny can hurt nobody who has an hones
record to show, and Mr. Cameron’s friends should, for his sake, encourage ratl
than quell esamination into the transactions and vouchers thas conceru the truss
The first roading of a canon for the election, when desired by the present incuny
bent, of a suffragan and coadjutor bishop was had, and this item of business 729
now in shape for final action next year. Thanks were voted to the MetropoliiuiZa
of Cape Town for the services rendered by him to the Church, in nobly defendinzg
Christian truth. A committee was appointed to confer on the desirabienecss »:"},
suggesting to the Bishop the bestowal of discretionary power on clergymen 7y
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divide, and so abbreviate the morning service. Steps wero taken to provide Es.
enlarged collection of Church music for use in the congregations of the Diocestizd
and an effort was made to enjoin the uniform use of the Psalm and Hymn Bolisg
authorized by the Bishop, which met with but little encouragement. A committes g
was appointed to confer upon the provision of a Synod House, with suitabiEl
rooms for committees, for the offices of the Synod aund Church Suciety, also s
an Episcopalian Book and Tract Depot.



OFFICIAL. T

The feregoing Drief notices of three out of the many denominations at work
around us, have exausted all the space at command, and we must reluctantly
mit reference to others, W. F. C

Sl
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TIIE CAMLACIIIE WEAVER.

*Doctor, will you take this book from me as a token of my inexpressible
Ziatitude 27 .
. N0, sir; that is far too precious a legacy to be put past your own son ; give
itito your boy.”
..Such was the effecting dialogue which took place Letween an operative weaver
1_i3the west of Scotland, then on his death-bed, and Dr. Chalmers, at that time
Hinister of St. John’s in Glasgow, through whose instrumentality he had been
recucd from the slimy pit of infidelity, and brought to repose on the Lord Jesus
@;nst for salvation. The book offered by the dying man was his Bible ; and the
Te8ult of the doctor’s advioe was that the father, so near the cternal world, asked
f?l’ pen and ink, and wrote on it a few lines—possessing, as Dr. Chalmers said,
"ﬁ?‘ore of atrugand a touching pathos than the most claborate poetry ;7 in which
g‘acounselled his son to hold fust the belief that Jesus Christ is the only Saviour,
»ad expressed the dying charge to his surviving friends to bring the fatherless

bOy in the fear of God.
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“"These lines,” says Dr, Hanna in his Biography of his father-in-law, ‘¢ wi
the date 11lth June 1823, and the addition, I am your very sincere, affectiona
father, John Ilastie,” were found, after Dr. Chalmers’ death, in one of his repu,
turies, where nothing hut papers on which he put the utmost value were depusite!
The lines were in Dr. Chalmers’ vwn handwriting, on a swmall slip of paper; uy
below them he had added, * This from a common weaver in Marlburough Streg
inscribed on 2 Bible to his only child, He had been an infidel till within a g
months of his death.”

Juin Ifastie was the only son of a widowed mother, who feared the Lord.
a buy he was placed under a master who was an infidel, and who nut conty
with his own denial of a God, laboured to instil his evil views into the minds
the apprentices committed to his care. So successful was he that every vne
them juined the ranks of scepticism, John Ilastie forming no exception.  Ilew.
eventually married to his employer’s daughter, as buld a free-thinker as himsdj
and when his godly mother learned his ways, and heard his vaths, her 1'c.u..i§_
reeled, she became a lunatic, and died in an asylum. Seized at length wi&
lingering consumption, unable to work, having ample time for serious reflec.ist
the proud unbeliever was cast into the depths of spiritual anxiety. !

A minister,” says Dr. Hanna, ¢ was sent for, who attempted to reason wi
him ; but he was ¢ tou deep,” and the wound 1emained unhealed.  Itso happe.s
that he was living at this time in the district of St. Jobn’s parish, assiguel.;
Mr. Joha Wilson, one of the most valued aud beloved of Dr. Chalmers’ clda.-
who soun brought his minister tv see the dying man. The simplicity, the v,
nestness, the sympathy displayed by Dr. Chalmers, won the man’s cunﬁdu;.nﬁ;
and it was not long till he related the history of his unbelief. Weekly, dur..i}j‘
three months, De. Chalmers’ visits were repeated. The instructions giveu ..
the prayers offered at the bedside were blessed ; a sinner was wurned {row
error of his ways, and a soul was saved from death.””’

It was very soon befure the weaver’s death that the interview with which «
have begun this paper took place; for we are told that, immediately after
inseription cn the Bible had been penned, *“ he laid his head back on bis piligs
and expired.” It was in allusion to this case that, when exchanging his ,,,{,2
isterial labours in Glasgow for the chair of Moral Philosophy in St. Andrews, ﬁ

/]
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preaching a farcwell scrmon in the chapel of ease which had been erected int
parish of St. John’s, Dr. Chalmers said :— a
“While I would urge upon every obstinate and stout-hearted sinner the h é
lessness of a death-Led repentance, I must not omit to mention how in the B
there is recurded one instance of repentance even then, that none might desp..-
thougl only one, that none may presume. Tor myself, I never met with 3
decisive evidence of a saving change io a malefactur’s cell ; and, cut of m,
Irtudreds, I can quote exceedingly few in the chamber of a last and fatal dis
There is, however, one very delightful experience of this sort that is sill 38
upon my memory, and which I relate in this place beeause the scene of it @
in the immediate neighbourhood, and within the confines uf that territory 7§
which this chapel stands % % % % % This doubtless, is but one exumiz}
yet envugh to prove huw worthy of Christian cultivation are thuse vast and ;34
trodden spaces that teem with families who are altugether beyond the pale o 138
word and of ordinances; cnough to prove that there 18 not an axgregate of hunsg
Leings through which a minister of the gospel might not ply bis unwes
rounds, and learn the triumphs of a high and heavenly apostleship; enough
et at rest the obstinate incredulity of those who affirm of the cities of ourlfJ
that such is their hard-favoured and impracticable resistance to all the endeavis3
whether of kindness or of Christianity, as to give the visionary character
dream to the dear and delightful prospect of their ulkiimnate reformation.”

kS

When flowers are full of heaven-descended dews, they always bang their ke
but men hold theirs the higher the more they receive, getting proud as they!
Tull.
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WIITEFIELD’S CONVERSION.

It is very instructive tonotice how many eminent Christians have hegun a
religious life by penances and self-denials, hoping in this way to satisfy conscience
‘dand obtain peace. Theeffort has always failed, and only when the burdened svul
-4has renounced all self-righteousness and trusted with a simple faith in Christ,
Mhas peace been found.  The author of “The <X Wills’ of Christ” gives the fullow-
‘ine account of Whitefield's struggles.
& 'Theearnestness and austerity iu religion of the littleband of Methodists deepen,
%ed to a wonderful extent, and exhibited itself in unbounded sclf-denials, charities-
Estings, prayers, and labors, in all which they found no spiritual peace, yet per-
Gevered in spite of opposition, defamation and contempt.
4 «[ now bezin,” says Whitefield, ““like them to live by rule, and to pick up
Fevery fragment of my time, that nota moment of it might be lost. Like them
hasing no weekly sacrament at our college, although the Rubrie required is, [ re-
Zeeived it every Sunday at Christ Church. I joined with them in keeping the
Etations, by fasting Wednesdays and Fridays, and left no means unused which I
sthought would lead me neaver to Christ. By degrees I began to leave off eating
Hruits and such like, and gave the money I usually spent in that way to the
Znoor.  Afterwards I chose the worst sort of food, though my place furnished me
fwith variety. My apparel was mean. I thought it unbecoming & penitent to
Fhave his hair powdered. I wore woollen gloves, a patched gown, and dirty shoes.
3 It was now suggested to me that Jesus Christ was among the wild beasts when
the was tempted, and that I ought to follow his example, and being willing, as I
hought, to imitate Jesus Christ, after supper I went into Christ Church walk,
car our eollege, and continued in silent prayer nearly two hours, sometimes lying
pon wmy face, sometimes kneeling upon my knees. The night being stormy,
ave me awiul thoughts of the day of judgment. The next day I repeated the
erne exercise at the same place. After this the holy seasun of Lent came on,
chich our friends kept very strictly, eating no flesh during the six weeks, except
n Saturdays and Sundays. T abstained frequently on Saturday also, und ate
othing on the other days (except Sunday) but sage tea, without sugar, and coarse
goread. T constantly walked out in the cold mornings till one part of my hands
as quite black !’
This truly Romish course of penance exhausted unature, and threw him into an
elarming illness, which lasted seven weeks. This sickness Whitefield calls in his
Hournal ** a glorious visitation.” Ile spent much of his timein reading the Greek
Westament and in prayer. Ife gained more truthful, clear, and affecting views of
#his own sinfulness, and saw how hopeless was the effort to remove a sense of guilt
Bby religious ohservances. *One day,” he says, “perceiving an uncommon dronght
#nd noisome clamminess in my mouth, and using things to allay my thirst, Lus
vain, it was suggested to me that when Jesus Christ cried out * I thirst,” his
flerings were near over. Upon this I threw mysclf on the bed, and cried out,
i thirst, I thirst.  Soon after I perceived 1y load to go off, a spirit of mourning
a¥as tuken {rom me, and I knew what it was truly to rejoice in the Lord.
2 ““When I said those words, 1 thirst, 1 thirst, my soul was in agony ; [ thirsted
Jor a clear discovery of my pardon through Jesus Christ and the seal of the Spirit.
4 was at the same time enabled to look up with faith'to the glorious Lord Jesus
Bs dying for sinners, and for some time I could pot avoid singing psalms wherever

4 was,”

IIOME LIFE.

8 The People’s Journal of Health says: “ Even as the sunbeam is composed of
Willions of minute rays, the home light must be constituted of a little tenderness,
Kind look, sweet laughter, gentle words, and loving counsels. It must not be
{ike the torch-blaze of unnatural excitement, which is easily quenched, but like
the serene, chastened light which burns as safely in the wind as in the stillest
Btmosphere. Let each bear the other’s burden the while; let each cultivate
glutu:ll confidence, which is a gift capable of increaseand improvement, and soon
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it will be found that kindliness will spring up on every side, displacing constitus
tional unsuitability nd want of mutual knowledge, oven as we have seen violets
and primroses dispelling the gloom of a grey sea rock. Such a life is worthy to
be lived—such a home well worthy of the name; and itis by no means beyond the
reach of any who will earnestly and truly seck to attainit, Yet it comes only
through loving watchfulness, not on the part of one alune of the family number,
but through the kindly contribution of all; an interest of each in the other, and
a determined purpose of all to secure the greatest degree of happiness by the
exercise of paticuce, gentleness, and forbearance, with the consciousness that as
all are imperfect, so all require the Christian virtue of humility and charity.”

PRAYER.

Prayer is o haven to the shipwrecked mariner, an anchor to them that are
sinking in the waves, a staff to the limbs that totter, a mine of jewels to the poor,
a security to the rich, a healer of diseases, and guardian of health. Prayer at
once secures the continuance of our blessings, and dissipates the clouds of our
calamities. O blessed prayer! thou art the unwearied conqueror of human woes,
the firm foundation of human happiness, the source of ever-during joy, the mother
of philosophy. The man who can pray truly, though languishing in extremest
indigence, is richer than all besides : while the wretch who never bowed the knee,
though proudly seated as monarch of nations, is of all men most destituie.
Chrysostom,

3octrp.

THE DYING CHILD.

Mother, T am so tired! will go to sleep !
Do let me on thy bosom lay my head.
But promise first thy child thou wilt not weep ;
They burn my checks, those tears which thou dost shed.

How cold it is! and out of doors it blows;
While in my dreams ail is so bright and gay;
For when in sleep my weary eyes I close,
I sce the baby angels at their play.

Mother! an angel! if T see aright.
Do hear! such pretly music, like a band.
Sec his two wings, so beautifully white ;
God gave him them, P'm sure, with His own hand.

And now T see such colours in the sky ;

"Tis flowers the angel strews—green, gold, and red.
Shall ever, mother, I have wings, and fiy ?

Perhaps, dear mother, say when I am deaa ?

Mother, why press so hard my little hand ?
Why lay thy face to mine, dear mother mild ?
Thy cheeks are wet, and yet they glow like brands;
Sure I will alivays be thine own good child.

And then thou must no longer sigh so deep ;
If thou dost ery, I too must cry with thee.

Iam so tired! Ab, let me go to slecp!
Mother! see! now the angel kisses me.

~TFrom the Danish of ITans Christian Andersen.



