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THE LAW, OBLIGATIONS, AND
PRIVILEGES OF THE SAB-
BATIL

Let us attend to the purpose and du-
ties of the Sabbath

The purpose of the -Sabbath has res-
peet both to God and man, and the du-
ties of the Sabbath, accordingly, have tie
same twofold character : they have either
God for their object, or the temporal or
eternal well-being of man himself.

We may view the Sabbath, in the first
place, as having God for its object.  And
n'ew:.}g in this light, it is intimately asso-
ciated with hisglory.Look atitin this light,
and say if it was not most natural and
proper in God to require one whole day,
at regular returning periods, to be devot-
ed to hisserviee, and to be especially con-
nected with his honour ? What could
piery more naturally appoint for itself
than a whole day at certain intervals, to
remember God, and to be spentin his
service 7 Viewed in relation to God, the
Sabbath is a day especially set apart for
1is honour, on which we aré to medi‘ate
upon his charactér and works, and offer
to him our homage and worship. God
accordingly challenges it for himseif —
To keep anything holy is to regard it as
God's, and as dedicated to his use. And
the commandment is: “ Remember the
Sabbath day, to keepitholy” And* the
Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hal-
lowed it” In the words of Isaiah, itis:
“1f thou turn away thy foot from the
Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
holy day, and call the Sabbath « delight,
the Loly of the Lord, honourable, and
shalt honour him” The Sabbath, there-
ore, 15 a holy day : itis God's day : it is
evoted to hus service. If so, as a neces-
consequence, we must rest from our

own employment on that day ; for to en®
gage in our own avccations on that day,
would be to take it from Ged, and appro-
priate it to ourseives. It would be to
make that our own which we have seen
is God'’s,  Accordingly, itissaid: « not
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words.”  That this is necessary to the
character of the day, and is enjoined by
God, will be seen by areference to many
passages of Scripture. Look to the com-
mandment itself. Exod. xx. 8, 9, 10, 11,
Deut. v 12,13, We find the same thing
proved by the conduct of Nchemiah, as
recorded in the book of Nehemiah, xiii.
15,22. Read also Jer. xvil. 21, 22. We are,
then, on the Sabbath day, to abstain from
our own cmployments, from such things
as may be lawful on other days. Excep-
tions can be made only in cases of neces-
sity and mercy. With respect to these
God could never make a law which would
exclude them on any day. To do so
would be equivalent to his withdrawal of
a right of grant to his creatures to life it-
self.” If hife 1s given tous to possess,
then those things can never be remitied,
which are necessary to its maintenance.
If the inferior creatures are put under
our dominion, and intended to be sub-
servient to our use, then they as well as
ourselves must have all necessary care

and sttention. It is here that ihe prin-

ciple of our Lord comes in: * The Sab-e
bath was made for man, znd not man for

the Sabbath.” The Sablath was made

for man’s good cqually as for God’s glo-

Ty : it was given him as a day which he

might improve to the geod of his soul ; but

10 oblige him on that day to omit those

offices or acts which necuessity or mercy

would dictare or require, would be to in-
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jure him, it may be, in those very res-
ects in which the Sabbath was given to
im to improve himself, or at least to et
aside some principles of our nature for
the sake of others, a thing which would
never be consistent with the arrange.
ments or appoinhinents of 4 wise and be-
neficent God.  Bat belore the exception
can be made ; before we can allow our-
selves in any work, it must clearly come
within the case either of necessity or mer-
cy ILvery other work must be remitted.
All ordinary employments either of busi-
ness or amusement must be given up —
‘The exception in the instance of the mi-
racle wrought by our Lord, and the cas-
ez which he supposed, proves the rule.—
If action only in such or similar cases
could be justified, then it could be justi-
fied in no other. And althongh * the
Sabbath was made for man, aud not man
for the Sabbath ;" still, itis the Sabbath,
and while works of necessity and merey
are not reached by the law of the Sab-
bath, that law excludes every other work,
and hence the very name Sabbath, or
day of rest. A couscience scrupulous
for God’s glory, amd for the integrity and
lonor of his commands, will, in general,
not ficd much difficulty in deciding what
are works of necessity and merey, and
what are those which are to be regarded
as excluded or forbidden by the law of
the Sabbath.  Let any man have a pro-
per jealousy for God's glory, and a re-
gard to his authority, that will for
the most part keep him righ : Let him
but remember the authority of the law,
its solemn sanctions, and its weighty pen-
alties, and he will nos regard as a trifle
what God has pronounced to be sinful,
or the law has represented as a transgres-
sion. The words of the prophet include
not only our actions but our words, but
much more our actions, if they are not
such as are consistent with the character
of God’s day: * not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor
speul:ug thine own words”  And if our
ordinary avocations and speech are in-
consistent with that day, oh, how incon-
sistent must all unballowed speech and
behaviour be! llow inconsistent must
Jbe all tratlicking or trade, in which man
is presumptuously employing time which
God has claimed for hrmself for his own
gains!  The noise of any worldly occupa-
tion in that day is like a defiance to the
creator, the Lord of the Sabbath: it is
like an insult to the serenity of the hea-
vens, or the peacefulness of the landscape,
which God seemrs hwhing into quiet, that

andd
[
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the day may appear, as it is, a holy day.
a day of rest! ?Iow fearfully seclfish ap-
pears the conduct of man, which will net
remit on one day in seven the prosceat.
on of bis own objects, hut must eneron |
on Gol's dav as well ascinploy the cila:
six forhizown purposes ! Noone would
say 10 the sailor arsea, put down your
sails, and let your ship rest upon the wa.
ters.  That were gross folly.  The mari-
ner must obey the winds and the waves,
and gnide his vessel according to the laws
of his art, as long as he is at sea, and le
may askGod tosendthe winds which will Le
favourable, and to preserve him amid the
billows, till the destined haven is reacl-
ed  But must we have not merely the
ship wooing the favourable breeze, and
speeding lier course over a measureles
tract of ovean, laden with God’s hounties,
and preserved by Ifis gocdness, but mov
we have onr journeys by land, which ny
law or necessity demands, or principi
can justify, and employ in these the
mightiest discoveries for man's converi-
euce and prosperity ever allowed to si-
ence-—nust we seck our own pleasute.
and do our own ways. regardless bo h o
the Sabbath, and of the Lord of 1he Sab-
Tath! Let such selfishness, and suchsin
beecome universally prevalent: let the
pri cipie in one case be carried out i
all: let every man act for himselt, axd
do his own ways, and find his own plee-
sure, and it requires no great spivinnal
discernment to see hat this or any land
so guil'y wonld deserve, it it did not re-
ceive,the swift judgments of the Alniigtix

Dut pleasure, and vain and worldly
conversation, form the most common pro-
fanation of the Lord’s day, and medein
which it is perverted from its proper cha-
racter and purpose. And how many are
imvolved in this guilt! Alas, here, who
will say, “Iam pure from my sin” ?—
How many vain words! What idle con-
versation ! Ourown ways, our own plea-
sures, our own words: these are all op-
posed to the character of God’s day, and
the exercise sui.able to bis worship and
his servives

But view theSabbath now as having res-
peet to man bimself, having his improve-
mentforits object: we refer,of course, 10 his
spiritual jmprovement.  Regarded as an
institute for man, and intended for bis
benefit, the duties are- the same as before
~the worship of God, medi:ation upon
his character and ways, all those exer:is
es by which religion may be promotedin
the soul. The S&bbat{ was given for
these exercises, and these alsne are con
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sistent with its hallowed character. DBy one new moon to another, and from one
these we serve and honour God, and by Sabbath to another, shall all flesh come
these we promo'e our own spiritual im- to worship before me, saith the Lord.”—
vovement.  Attenlance upon the pub- But while the sanctaary is more especi-
ic sanctuary is cpeially asduiy on that ally intended for the worship of God and
day. Tiis seems w0 be imphaed in the the ocber exeretsey ot religion, it is not
close justapostion  between these two to be thouzht that these ave over when
things, keeping the Sabbaih and revers the sancinary is closed  Some have o-
encing the sanctuary, in the exborasion: penly alvorated the opinion, that the
¢ Yo shail keep my Sabbaths, and rever- public worship of God s all that is re-
ence my sancouary, saith the Lord,” It quired of rebgons and sacred duty,on the
is taght us in the example of the eamly Sabbath, and that after it is at an end,
<hurch. Tor “on the first day of the the Sabbath may bespent in any way,
week, wher the diseiples came together or that nothing more can then be requir-
to break, bread,” we are told, * Paul ed of us than rest trom our waorldly avo-
preached unto them” We have here cations and employments.  But this is
the assembling of the disciples for the pur- keeping not a day holy unto the Lord,
pose of observing the ordinance of tie but a few hours, and employing the rest
Supper, and we have Paul preachingun- of the day for our own sccular or selfish
to them ; bothon the first day of the week. purposes  1s such an opinion consistent
It was upoun the first day of the week that with the words of the commandment,
the disciples were exhorted to fay by “ Remember the Sadbatk day, to keep it
them in store, as God had prospered them. holy.”  “Iill it can be shown that that
David went up with the meltitude to the commandment is not bisding upon us, we
house of God, with the voive of jov and must maintain that it is a whole day and
praise. with the maltitude that kept holy  nota part merely that is to be conseerat-
day. Ile says,* L will pay my vows un- ed to God and to religious duty.
tothe Lord now, in the presence of all - And whatwe are to do ourselves on that
bis people”  And in the 118 Psalm.from  day,we must allow others to do also. What
the 19th verse, we find these beautiful is a duty incumbent upon us, is equally
words in reference to the sanctuary, a duty mmcumbent upon them, and we
prophictic of Christ, and aseriptive of nust throw no obstacle in the way of
praise to Gody—¢ Open to me the gates Laeir performing it What is necessary
of righteousness : I will gointothem, and for us, is equally necessary for them —
I will praise the Lord : This gate of the Their inuproveinent and salvation are as
Lord, into which the rightcous shall enter. much an object with God as our own,
T will praise thee : for thou hast heard and we must thiow no hindrances in the
me, and art become my salvation.  The way. Ab! did wesenember thatit is
stone which the builders refused is be- the eternal well-beieg of our souls we
come the head stone o the corner. This have to care for, that 1t is not merely cer-
is the Lord's doing 3 it is marveilous in tain duties we Lave to perform, but this
our eyes. Fhis s the day which the object that hasto be gained '—we should
Lord ha b madey we will rejoice and be both be more anxious ourselves to im-
glad in it Save now, 1 bescech thee, 0 prove the Sablath and o keep it holy,
Lord: O Lord, I beseech thice, send now  and to allow others to do the same. We
prosperity.  Bicssed be he that cometh should see thal our domestics attended
in the nawe of the Lord: we lave bies- tothe daties of the Sabbath as well as
sed you out of the house of the Lord.— ourselves; and we should promote the
Gud is the Lord, which hath shewed us sanctification of the Sabbath, God’s ho-
light: bind the savrifice with cords, even ly day, in our neighbourhonds, and in the
unte the hords of ‘he altar  Thau art world at large  Yes, it = nothing less
my God, and I will praise thee: thouazt than salvation that is to be gained : this
my God, § will exalt thee, O give thanks 1= the ohject that is to be promoted orsc-
unto the Lord 5 for he is good: fur his cured. In Heaven ihere s an eternal
merey endureth for ever.” 1 was Sabbathj there is no temple there, for
glad,” says be in the 122nd. psalm, all Ieaven is atemple, and its uhabi-
“ when they said unto me, let us go into tants are ceesclessly occupied with the
the housc of the Lord. OQur feet shall services of Jehovah. -And here it would
stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.— be all praise and service tco, were this
Aud it is prophesied of the happy and not an aposta'e world, and were not the
millennial sta:e of the church, Is. Ixxvi. saloation of the seul a grand and a chief
33, And it shall coma to pass, that fram concern. Ah! the Sabbath is given us
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for this object particularly, and how con-
cerned should we be toimprove it! Itis
a day for seeking God—a day for wait.
ing for salvation—a day for coming to
the pool of ordinar.ces for the healing of
our souls—a day for vesting from our
worldly avocations that the spirit of God
may rest upon us, or naay take posession
of us, and abide with us Aud then onr
song of praise should be even londer and
sweeter than that of the Anacls, for it
would be to Il that hah Joved ns and
washed us from our sins in His bloud, to
Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever !

Let us attend to the privileze and ad-
vantages of the Sabbarh. Thatit is a
privilege is implied in the words: = It
thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath,
from doing thy pleasure on my haly day,
and call the Sabbath a Dclight”; and it
must be a privilege, and franght with the
most important tencefits; for God promi-
ses if we keep it, that then = we shall de-
light ourselves in 1l:m, and he will cause
us to ride on the high placesof the carth,
and feed us with the heritage of Jacob” ;
all which is guaranteced to ug, “for the
mouth of the Loid hath spoken it.” The
Sabbath is a privilege both in a tempo-
ral and spiritual poirt of view. Must it
not be a privilege to cease from the wea-
riful routine of daily business or employ-
ment, to rest our faculties of body or
soul, to withdraw our astention from the
distracting cares of life, and have one day
to think of the spimtual pait within us,
and direct our views to an unscen and e-
ternal world! What a dclight do they
deny themselves who still, on that day,
take up with the world and the world’s
avocations, who say in respect 1o the pro-
per engagements of that day, ¢ What a
weariness is it .” and who have no relish
for any thing like heavenly meditation ?
To those who have to toil every day,and
from carly till late, for their earthly sub-
sistence, it must be cs,])eciallv a privilege
to rest upon the Salbath from worldly
empioyments.  Yence the poet chiefly
regards it as the poor man’s day :

Hail Sabbath! thee Thail, the poor man’s day!

And if they are spiritually minded, and
have a relish for heavenly things, it must
be doubly dear. Pretious will it be to
them as giving an opportunity, so little
enjoyed, of attending to their spiritual
and eternal intcresis Much may be
done in this matter even in the midst of
worldly business, but when we consider
the power of external things over us,and
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the advantage of leisure and quiet for the
prosecation of our religious duties it must
appear how precious the Sabbath must
be to the laborious aund the poor. O
what a boon and blessing is the Sabbath,
so livle thought of ! Is the business of
the world on that day suspended ? 1y
there interconrse on that day between
carth and heaven? Do the Earth and
the ileavens seem blended for a perind
in one deligittul oceupation, or folded in
one loving embrace ¥ Is every house of
the religions occupant for the tiwe a Be-
thel, a little sanctuary 2 Does peace
¢ with dove-like wing brocd oyerall ¥—-
And is there then let down in a peculiar
manner a ladder from the sanctuary a-
bove, to the sanctuary below? And
then, is Ghrist in the nudst of the assem-
bliesof hispeople?  Surely, the Sabbath
is a delight, and a privilege !

It is traught with the most important
advantages.  And these also divide them-
selves into temporal and spiritual. Look
at it in a temporal point of view. Itisa
curious fact that when the Sabbath was
abolished at the Revoluin in France,
as an encumbrance, and a resiraint upon
business and upon liverty, it had 1o be
restored.  Man's overtasked powers were
inadequate to the incessant demands of
labour; and cven the tenth day which
was substituted in place of the seventh,
was found not to be the proper proporti-
on of time, and the seventh had to be re-
curred to, as imperatively demanded by
the physical constitu-ion of man! This
isa very instruerive fact.  Itappears then
that God had regard, afier all, to our
temporal welfare, as well as our spiritual
benefit, in the institution of the Sabbath.
And how bhad he recard to the meanest,
to all, in that ins jtution : * thou, nor thy
son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man ser-
vant, nor thy maid servant, nor thy cat-
tle, nor the stanger that is within thy
gates,”: ¢ that thy man servant, and thy
maid servant, may rest as well as thou”
Some men would prerend to know our
nature and our wanss better than God:
they would make changes on the laws of
God : they would at least abridge them
50 far, lessen them in the extent of their
application ; but disturb any of the laws
of God, and you inevitaaly introduce dis-
order and evil. The physical advantag-
s of a seventh day's rest are demonstra-
ble.  More may be an advantage in ma-
ny respects, but less is a decided en-
croachment, to the extent thatitis made,
on our physical capabilities.

But the faithful observance of the Sab.
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bath has the promise of temporal prospe-
rty connected with it: ¢ thou shalt ride
on the high places of theearth.”  ‘I'nis is
resolvable just into the asxiom—* Godli-
ness is protitable unto all things, having
the promuse o¥ this life, and the life that
is to come.”  Instances have been noted
i which individuals <oing business on
the Nabbath day, have onlv involved
themselves in ruin: while those i the
same line of iite who reapected the Sab-
bath have been distinguizhed by prospe-
rity.  And wlat way ve said ofindivida.
als, may be said of nations or communi-
ties. They shail perish i they do not
serve (God ; and it they profane Lis Sab-
bathbs they will not be likely to serve him
in any other way. Therefore it is that
we should be peculiarly jealous of the
Sabbath. Itis intimately connected with
tyod's glory, and the observance or neg-
lect of it must be intimately connected
with a nation’s well-being, or otherwise.
We shall ride on the high piaces ot the
earth if we respect the Sabbath; and if
onr nation were to respect God's Sab-
baths we should yeo see it maintaining a
high pre-eminence among the nations of
the earth, and greater prosperity would
be extended to ug, in all the departments
ot our commerce and our trade.  There
is nothing, we repeat, of which God is
more jealous than his Sabbaths,and if we
neglect these, and do our ewa ways, and
find our own pleasure, we may expect
the judgments of the Almighty ; but it wg
respect them, thereby also promoting that
righteousness which exalieth a mation,
we shall enjoy the smiles of God, and e
will pour upon us the choicest of his bles-
sings. Read the blessing and cursing
connected wih this subject in Jer, xvii.
24-27,

We have litde space left to speak of
the spiritual advantages of the Sabbath:
“Then” says Jehovah, “ shalt thou delight
thyself in the Lord”—¢1 will feed thee
with the herirage of Jacob thy father "—
One of the direct effects of the proper ob-
servance of the Sabbath is to increase
our delight in God himsclf;the most impor-
tant benefit, surely, that could flow from
any duty ; tor to have our happiness in
God is to have a neverfailing spring of
hanpiness, a joy, a delight which can ne-
ver exbaust itself, or be exhausted. The
connection between the due observance
of the Sabbath and this blessing, is very
obvious, {or the more we conform toGod's
precepts, we shall enjoy the more of hs
favour and love, and the more we learn
of Him by meditating upon His word and
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waiting upon llisordinances, the more we
shall see to admire, and the more we shalt
have cause to rejoice in lim, and tri-
umph with His mheritance. And then
he will feed us with the herita » of Ja.
cob: he will give us spiritnal bread, meat
(o eat whick the world knows not of ~ Our
sculs will be satisfied as with marrow and
fatuess.  Those blessings which the world
covets not, but which the behever enjoys,
will be owrs,  Peace as solid as it will be
abundant, joy as permanent as it will be
divine, and hopes, which only trust in
God and faith in Christ, can inspire, will
fill and oceupy our hearts. ‘The mouth
of the Lord bath spoken it.  All this iy
as true as it has been spoken by God

. ————

REMARKS
ON THE

“ Reply of the Synod of' the Presbyterian

Church of Nyca Scotia, to the Letter

of the Free Church Synod da-
clining the Cnion”
BY THE REV. PROFLSSOR KING.
NINTH ARTICLE

lHlow desirous sovver the bretbren of
the Presbyterian Synod may be torepre-
sent the Free Synod as refusing to unite
with them because they are opposed to
persecuting principles, it is nevertheless
true that the I'ree Synod, and as sted-
fastly adhering to the doctrines of the
Westminster Standards, are themselves
opposed to such principles It was as
maintaining the doctrines of these S:an-
dards in all their fulness that the Associ-
ate Preshytery, in 1743, ¢ fearlessly de-
nounced” * the dangerous extreme of es-
pousing principles n favor of propagat-
ing religion by offansive arms.” 1u that
denunciat-on all genuine Seceders cor-
dially concur, so that Mr. Trotter says
nothing at all to the purpose, when he
quotes such a declaration, m order to
show that the adherents to the New Light
have not departed from the principles of
their * fathers of the Secession.” Ile
knows little indeed of Seces-ion princi-
ples, if he has yet to learn that the Seced-
ers who in 1743 issued that denunciation,
dirl so in the tull convietion that it was
agreeable 1o the word ot God, to the
Westminster Confession ot Faith, and to
the abiizations of the Covenants, in con-
nexion with the contemplated renewal of
which it was that the act which he has
quoted was passed. But whatever may
be the amount of Mr. Trotter’s informa-
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tion on the eubject, it is not unworthy of
notice that the mode adopted by him and
his brethren of stating the grounds of dit
ference betwixt the two Synods, is inge-
niously fitted at once o create an nnjuss
prejudice against the Free Chuveh, as if
they held perscenting principles, and to
divert attention from the matters with
respeet to which those who have cmbrac-
ed the New Light have departed from
the prineiples of those whom, with little
regard to truth, they persist in calling
their ¢ fathers of the Secession ”  Itison
the ground of this departure from princi-
X s )
ples forinerly held; that the Xree Church
caunot, in consistency with her obligut-
on whereto she had already attained 10
walk by the same ruie, to mind the same
thing, enter into a union with such ; and
it is to the fact that there has been such
a departurefrom principles formerly pro-
fessed that attention must zow be direct-
ed.

There is perhaps no one element of
Bible doctrine on  which the senti-
ments of the original Sceeders stand out
in bolder reliety than that which regards
the duties which the Civil Magistra ¢ is
bound to discharge in behalf of the true
religion. The general principles of this
doctrine are stated in the following terms,
by one who had thoroughly imbibed the
spirit _of the original Seceders, and
who, although inveived in the charge of
holding persecuting principles which has
bzen so audaciously orought against the
adberents to the Old Light, was one of the
most enlightened expounders of the rights
of conscience and of the true principles
of civil and religious liberty with which
the last generation was blessed.  ‘Thelare
Dr. McCrie, in his « Statement of the
Difference,” Pp. 78-81, says, “ That
more special concern whica certain per-
sons have with religion, particularly in
consequence of their being placed, ac-
cording to divine instituion, in offices
properly religious and ecclesiastical, in
which the immediate administraiion of
relizous ordinances is committed unto
them, aud unto which they are 10 ¢ give
themselves wholly,” does not set aside the
more general coucern which other per-
sons have with it as connected with their
office and station, and those powers and
dudies which ave fovaded in nature and
more clearly unfolded by revelation.—
Whea masters and parents employ their
ausbority for promoting religion, they do
not interfere with the office of ministers
of the goapel, nor does their power there-
by become esclesiastical, but atill romains
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herile and pavental. In like manner,
when civil rulers employ their authority
for the same. purpose, they do net en-
wroach npoa the proper business ot church
courts; L power remains civil and po-
litieal, and dues not becomeeeclesiastical
or spiritual, although it be exercised a-
hout objects rehgious and ecelusiastical.
o set aside or deny the powers belong-
ing unto any of these, becanse we may
not be abie exactly to define their limirs,
or becanse they may interfere with, and
encroach wpon one another (which, in
real life, and among erving and corrupt
men, may be expected), would be unvea-
sonable and absurd. In large and exten-
stvesoercties, in particular, which are co-
ordinate, such as a Kingdom,and a church
of equal or nearly equal extent, and con-
sisting cheefly of the same individuals,
there must be more danger of such in-
terferences,with the jealousics consequent
upon them; yet as these do not arise
from any formal or particular alliance
[witness the interference of tie Court of
Session with the United Secession, in the
Falkirk case referred to in the seventh
Ariicle], but from circumstances result-
ing from their co-existence and actings,
so far from being an objection against ¢-
very connection and alliance, they, on
the contrary, demons rate the propriety
of agreeing to aud establishing such rules
as may bid faivest for preventing these e-
vil§, and for conducting matters so as that

th societies may gatn their ends more
fully to their murtual benefit.”

Having referred to the necessary dis-
tinction between church and state, and
tbe independence of the former upon the
latter inall_her intrinsic jurisdiction and
administration, he proceeds to say in his
own name and in the name of the breth-
ren who were associated with him in pro-
testing against the deed of the Antiburg-
her Synod in favor of the New Light—
“ Bui, in full consistency with these prin-
ciples, they think they can maintain, that
civil authority may be lawfully and be
neficially employed in the advancement
of religion and the Kingdom of Christ.—
The care of religion, in the general view
of'it (in which respect the consideration
of it is previous to that of the form which
it assumes in consequence of supernatural
revelation and the ervection of a chuich
state), beiongs to the magistrate’s office
and 1t is his duty to watch over its exter-
nal interests, and to exert himself in his
station 10 preserve upon the minds of his
suhje™ts an impression of its obligations
and sanctions, and to suppress irreligien,



impiety, profanity, and Jlasphemy. It
is also the duty of civil rulers, and must
be their intcrest, to exert themselves to
introduce the gospel into their dominions
when it may be but partially enjoyed ;
and by satutary laws aud encouragements
o provide them with tie e of ju-
stenetion, and a set led dispensation of
ordinances; especially in pooe and deso-
late, or in igucrant and irreligions parts
of the conntry ;—all which they may do
without propaga ing Christiantty by the
sword, or foremg a profession of rilizion
on their subjects By penal jaws.  When
religion has become vorrupt, afler it has
been received and established in a nai-
on, and has degenerated into a system of
falsehood, superstition, idolatry, and ty-
rauny, ederied on by churchmen, wded
by the civil powers; and where various
abuses of this kind are interwoven with
the civil constitution and administration,
—an cuinent exercise of civil authority
is requisite for the reformation of tuese;
not by the abolition of all laws respecting
religion, as a watter wiich civil govern-
ment bas no concern with, and by leav-
ing every thing to individual exertion or
voluntary associations, which would
breed anarchy and endless disorder j but
by magistrates taking an active part in
pros:euting a public refurmation, remov-
mg external hindrances, coveecting pub-
lic and esrablished abuses, allowing, and
insome cases calling toge h.r and sup-
porting ceclesiastical assemblivs for set-
tling the imternal affairs of the charch
and of religion, ‘that unity aunl peace
may be preserved,” &c ; as was done by
the rulers of diflerent countries at the pe-
riod of the Reformation from Popery,
and in Britain at the time of the West-
minster Assembly. In an ordinary state
of matters, they also judge, thattis the
duty of civil rulers to maintain and sup-
port the interests of religion, and tue
Kingdom of Christ, by publicly recogniz-
ing and countenaucing iis institutions,
giving the legal sanction to a public pro-
iession, or confession of its faih, a parti-
cular form of worship aud ecclesiastival
discipline, wnich are ratified as national
aud by making public and permanent
provision for the religious instruction ol
their subjects and the maintenance of di-
vime ordinances amouyg them. These,
with other things of a similar kind, a-
grecable to the principles of presbyteri-
aps, cvil rulers inay do in the exercise
of their authority, without encroaching
upon the office or business of the church
and its officer-bearers, without compelling
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their subjects to believe or practisc what
they do not believe or judge sinful, and
without punishing persons who may con-
seientiously dissent from the anthorised
and established religion, or depriving
them of their natural rights on this
ground ; while at the same time, by us-
ing their authority in this way, ma gis-
trates do act tor the honour of him by
whom they rule. for the promoiion of re-
ligion, the advancement of the Kingdom
of Christ. and the public good of their
subjects ”

The doctrine which Dr. MeCrice thus
shortly expounded had been mdintained
by the Chureh of Scotland from the days
ot the Retormation, it formed a pervad-
ing clement in the National Covenant,
and in that Solemn League and Cove-
nant under the oblization of which the
Westminster Assembly of Divines carri-
ed on their deliberations, it is stated with
much aceuraey in the Confession of Ifaith
whici they agreed upen, and it is a doc-
trme not merely which the ¢ fathers of
the Secession” did not renounce on be-
coming Sceceders, bat to which they most
stedtastly adiered: and to which they at-
tached great imporiance. Lut the fol-
lowing evidences of this be cavefully con-
sidered.

1. In 1735, the four brethren who
were the orviginal Seceders emitted a
statement of Reasons why, after some con-
cessions had been made by the General
Assembly 1734, they had not acceded to
the judicatories of the established Church.
Atier a full exposition of these reasons,
which may be seen in the Re-exhibition
of the ‘Lestimony, pp. 251~234, and in
which there is no objection s:ated on the
ground that the Church enjoyed the coun-
tenance of the Stare, they add, “ And,
as these are the reasons of our continuing
still in Secession fromn the judicatories of
the ciurch; o if the following shings
were done, our difflcultics would be re-
moved out of the way.” Five of the par-
ticulars referved to may be considered as
ccclesiastical.  The sixth, which is the
last, has a bearing upon the nation, and
is stated in the following terms: 6 to, In
regard the just greunds and causes of the
Lord’s controversy with this land, have
not been particularly acknowledged for
many years past, and the lamentabla
steps of defection and backsliding, which
bave lately come to a great height, have
not been confessed, to the glory of God,
by the Commission of the last Assembly,
in their grounds of fasting: That there-
fore, in the grounds of a national fast, fer .
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which there seems to be as weighty rea-
sons as ever, there be an acknowlede-
ment of the great guilt of this land, in
having gone on intosuch a course of
ba kshdinz contrary to the word of God,
and the ehligetin these lunds are vader
to promote refrmation, by eur corcnants
national and soleioe Loagu, o oand that
they make a fuil wnd particalas enumera-
tion of the steps of defeetion thar Lave
been made in our day, according to tae
pattera of retormation in the word, and
the example of our aucestors, ia retform-
jug periods of ths churech; purticwarly
in the years 1653, 1616, aml 1645,

2. The Act, Declaration and Testimo-
ny : for the doctrine, worship, discipline,
and governmeut of the Church of Scot-
land ; aarecavle to the word of God, the
Confussion of Faith, the National Cove-
nant of Scotland, and the Solemn League
and Covenant of the three Nations, was
agreed to by the Associate Presbytery in
Decesmber 1736, In the approving part
of that Testimony, they ¢ with thanktal
hearts acknowled re and bear record un-
to the womnlertul power, arace and gooil-
ness of God” in his many great and won-
derful appearances in tehaltof the church
and land  Among the various particu-
lars which they refer to with <o much
thankfalness to God, the following miay
be noticed as distinetly involving the idea
of national actings in bebalf of religion :
*that in the vear 1570, the Pope’s au-
thority was abolished in Scotland : And
the first Confession of Faith (direcred
pa.iuly amainst the errors und abominati-
ons of the Church of Rowe, the great

soint against which the testimeny of the

ord’s witnesses was then stated.) was
ratified and approven by the Parli tment.”
—¢ And all the preces of the reformari-
on then attained unto, were catiie { and
approven by the Parliconent anse 1532 ;
excepiing tha' patronage, whith was ex-
pressly condemned in the Second Book
of Discipiine, was approven by the said
act of Pariiament.——Ia gra-clul acknow-
ledgem -t of which rare and singular
mercies, and for their own muinal
strength and support against the common
encany, the natonal covenant, having
been first subseribed by the King and his
household in the year 1580, was subscrib-
ed by persons of all ranks, anno 1381;
and again by all ranks of persons in the
year 1590, This covenant, relating to
tise reformed veligion then professed in
Scotland, and more particularly express-
ed n the Large Contession of Faith, was
sworn with much cheerfulness and glad-
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ness of heart; we whole land rejoiced at
the oath of (od. And by this solemn
oath and Covenant, this Kingdom made
a national surrender of themselves to the
Lord ; and bound and obiized, both them-
seives and their postenty, o cleave o the.
truthe ot God, and to the observation of
Lis laws, ovdinaaces, and institutions” |

= And, teough the detevmination of
this s v [at Glasgow, 16387, were
much opposed by a popich and preinis
pariy: et drongd the good hand of Guid
upun Lis sevvants and people, the Retor-
wmation then began and carvied on was
catijicd an'l confirmed by the second Par-
lianent of King Charles 1. anno 1640,
the last session of which Parliament was
countenanced by the King's presence,
annc 1641.  And trom this time tll the
year 1650, the building of the House of
God went on prosperously and success-
fully ”

3% A few yeoars before the Secession
oceurred, Mr. Glass, Minister at Tealing,
having been  propagating some peculiir
tenets that he had embraced, was brought
under the diseipline of the church, and
deposed from the oilice of the ministry.
Application w.s subsequently made fora
reiaxation of the censure 1hat had  been
wtlicted upon him, and the General As.
sembly, in 1739, passed an act “taking
oil the sentence of deposition from the of-
fice of the ministry passed, by the Com-
mission of the General Assembly the 12th
March, 1730, against Mr. John Glass, late
minister of Tealing, on account of some
principles not inconsistent with "us being
a mimster, and restoring him to the cha-
racter of a wminister of the gospel of Christ,
but declaring notwishstanding, that he is
net to be esteemed a minister of the s-
tabiiskied Chureh of Scorland, or capable
to be called and suttled therein, until be
shall renounce tie principles embraced
by him, that are inconsistent with \4e con-
stitution of this Church.”  When the Se-
ceders of the Burgher connexion, in
1738, published their Re-exhibitior. of
the Fustimony, they extended their tes-
timony to scveral heads of grievances
which had oceurred since the first Seces-
sion. in order to show that grounds of se-
cession from  the judicatories of the Es.
tablishment were even stronger and more
cxtensive than they had been in 1733 —
The second head of grievances is, « The
General Assemblies of this church have
petseyered in dismissing from the bar,
without an adequate censure, such of
their members as were impeached of pal-
pable and gross errors;” and the first in-
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stance of this which they wmention is the
case of Mr. Glass. They say, “1. Mw
John Glass, at that time minister of the
gospel at_Tealing, was brought under a
process, first before the Presbytery to
which he belonged, and afterwards be-
forc the Provincial Synod of Anzus aad
Mearns, for teaching and publicly assert-
inz: ¢ That the Kingdom of Isvacl was
of an ecclesiastical natare + That both the
church and commonwealth of Israel were
merely typical: That our covenants, na-
tional and solemn league, were an unwar.

rantable confounding and Uending of

church and state with one another : That
no Contessions of Fait, or creeds ought
to be used as tests of orthodoxy in the
chureh s That the cicil magistrate hath no
more power, in ecclesiastical affuirs, than
the meanest privale Christian: And that
Jesus Christ hath appointed no jurisdic-
tion in his church superior to that of a
particular’congregation.’”  So that among
what the Synod describe as the palpable
and gross errors which were inadequate-
ly censured in the person of Mr. Glass,
when, although still exciuded from being
a minister of the Church of Scotland, he
was peranitted to hold his standing as a
minister of the gospel, are here enumera-
ted his teaching and publicly asserting
#:hat our covenants, narional and solemn
league, were an unwarrantable confound-
ing and blending of church and staie
with one another;” and *that the civil
magistrate hath no move power, in ecele-
siastical affairs, than the meanest private
Christian.”

4. While the Burgher Synod made it
a matter of charge against the Establish-
ment that they had not dealt more strin-
geutly with the ervors of Mr. Glass, the
Antiburgher Synod were not less decid-
ed in their opposition to what, according
to the principles which they had hitherto
professed, they too could not but regard
as “palpable and gross errors” They
did not merely indivate what they thought
other bodies should do, were any of their
ministers found to be infected with such
errors, and endeavouring to propagate
them. Having found some of their own
ministers in this very predicament, they
employed the legitimate means for arrest-
ing the progress of the evil, and they
themselves applied the rod of discipline.
Dr. s1cCrie, in his Statement of the Dif-
ference, p. 195, mentions that * In parti.
cular, Mr. Scott of Dundec and M:. Ar-
thur of Dumbarrow, for sta ing and refus-
g to retract a paper of objections, chief-
ly directed against the covenauts as na-
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tional, and against the magistrate’s power
about religion, were suspended from the
ministry ; and fer persisting in the main.
tenance of this cause, Mr. Scott was at>
terwards deposcd by the Synod” Mr
Scott published an Account of'the Ciffer-
ence between bim and the Antiburgher
Seceders, from which Drr MeCrie, in a
note, gives some extracts.  T'he following
may be taken as aspecimen: “ I came to
coneeive a dislike of] at least to be diffi-
culted about, the state of covenauting as
national properly so called, or as a taking
in the nation in its national capacity ; ap-
prehending tiat to have a native tenden-
¢y to an undue blending of the kingdom
of Christ and the kingdoms of this world.
and the peculiar interests of the one and
the other, as is evidently the case in 1he
national covenants of t?xese lands, upon
whkich Seceders have taken up their stand-
ing. When, thercfore, I had occasion to
speak of that matter, 7 took it off the na-
tional plan, and viewed it as belongirg
to the churches of the saints,and members
thereof as such and as distinet from the
civil state. But Isoon came to learn,
that this view of it would not sa:isfy those
I was connected with, at least the lead-
ing men among them.” & The difference
which took place between the Seceders
and me, or the prosccutions which they
came to carry on against me,—did not,
properly speaking, turn upon any one
point of doctrine (if you except that of
the civil magistrate’s power cirea sacra,
and speculations aad points therewith
connected), or of church discipline and
government ; but upon matters, for the
mos}, part, somewhat political, wherein ei-
ther the faith and holiness of the gospel,
or the appointed discipline of Christ’s
church, has no manner of concern.”

5 The principles of Glass on the sub-
ject of the cuvenants and the magistrate’s
power about religion, continued, notwith-
standing, to spread their influerce, and
constituted in tact the New Light which
now penetrated into both of the bodies
into which the Secession Church had been
divided ; although it had no recognised
footing in either of them. The Rev. Ad-
am Gib, who may be considered the fa-
ther of the Antiburgher portior: of the.
Secession, in his Display of the Seceéssi-
on Tesumony, enters into a special ex-
amination of the principles of a pamphlet
which had been published by one of the
Burgher connexion so early as 1771, un-
der the title of ** An impartial Survey of
the controversy so long agitated in the
Secession, relative to the religious-clause
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ofsome Durgess oaths.” The writer of the
pamphlet advocates the new views; and
whereas, in the four preceding para-
graphs, sume evidence has been presem-
ud of wimt reaily was the mind entars
ed on these subjeets by ihe orig nal S
cueders as a boty, as eavibied futhe case
first, of the four brethren, secondly, of
the Assosiate Preshytery, iy, o the
Burgher Synod, and fourdhiy, ot the An-
ti-burgher Synod, so it may oo usetul,
still turther, toshow what Gib had w0 say
to this New Light, in ins Remarks on the
Survey. ‘The Remarks ave given at con-
siderable lengih in portions of bohy ve-
lumes of his Display 1 bt .t fuay Lo sui-
ficient for the prescut object to Jay be-
fore the reader the tolloving exaactivom
McCrie’s Staamnent of the Dilerence,
pre 95, 96. ¢ Alr. Adam Gib of Lhaun-
burgh, in his Examinaton of 2 lue dur-
vey, vindicates the Contession of Faith,
Chap. xxiii §3  As to the charge of L~
rastgnisin brought against it by the Sur-
veyor, he says, ¢ he might as well have
charged” it * with Mahometanism;? and
his allegation that it is inconsisicat with
itself, he assers, ¢ he will never be able’
to prove. ¢ For clearing the principies
of the Associate Synod, and of all the ce-
formed churches, with repard to civd es-
tablishments of religion,” Mr. Gib luys
down a number of propositioas, in which
he guards, on the one baud, the nasural
rights of men, and the independence of
the church, in respect of all ber peculiar
and intrinsic concerns, and on the other,
the propriety of an established profession
of religion, with public provison for the
officers and ordinances of the church.—
¢ Is there no ditference (says he) beswixt
these two; an cstablishing 2 national pro-
fession of religion, and a compeliing all
the subjects to embrace it by the terror
of civil penalties ?—The establishusent
now spoxen of is 10 hv constdered as a
bestowmg of addiional privileges upon
some ; not as a deaacting from the naw-
ral and common privileges of any.—Aud
though the bestowing of temporal en-
couragements or advantages upon the
church, has been carried too far—unto a
corrupting of her oflicers and ordinances;
yet this says uothing against such a mea-
sure thercof, as is truly serviceable 1o the
interests of religion : While the civil pow-
er can also refuse or witndraw these, as
they appear undescrved; without any
encroachment on the.r naturai privileges.”
—* The wicked import and cffect of this
scheme—is to be.considered. And, 1. It
meaus.an abolishing of all' scripture pre-
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cepts, promises, awd prophecies, about the
state of the gospel-church with regard to
civil powers. For, according 10 this
scheme, Kings are not to be wise now, nor
are the jusiyes of de earth 19 be wstruct
aly that diey should sermve tire Lord, the
Iing upon the boly ladl of Zion! No
Lings, in thew Lingly state, should gull
domn Lefire him ; 1o aadons, in their na-
tiwnal sia e, should scree him! Ivisio
be o) Lo cuasequence 10 the chureh, 1ag
tise Lord hawh said, Kuegs shail be thy
sy juaers, and ihotr quiens thy nirs-
Iy natiecrs ¢ osoor 1s b Lo Lo admitted of,
ccedwy o way Bdeligdde use of the
wurds, Lk i hengdlomes of warld
suouad bevome e Leangdoms af eur Lord
and his Claot! 20 Linsaew scheme s
fo: atbolishing ail obisgations upon Chnis-
taws 1o manige ther seeular catimygs and
advantages ina way ofhomage 1o the Lord
Christ  Whatever opporaunity and pow-
er any Christtan uan has, frof lus civil
statien—I{or tavouring or promoting the
interes's of Christ in the gospel-chureh,
50 as may be sull agrecable to her nature,
e should recicon it his chicf business thus
to improve the same; in opposi ion o a
Aeathenish way of managing the concerns
ot that station; and this must  be princi-
paliy incumbent on civil ralers, irom the
principal measure of their opporiunity
and power.  “Foimagine that anii ralers,
professing religion, suouid not use waeir
power aid inducoce in behail of the 1edi-
won winch thev protess—or thae they can
otherwise put a due vaiue apon it, and
be traly m carnest about it, thisis one of
the Surveyor’s ciimerical notions— whic
never can be, nor ought to be exemplitied
in the worki) ™

These + chimerical notions,” however,
were embraced by an increasing number
ol minmsters in tie Secession; and as
they were not possessed of «hat kind of
perspicaaty which has enabled Mr. A'rot-
ter 10 sex how a man could adhere with
pericet honesty to the emire doctrane of
the Confession of Faith, and be, notwith-
standing, an out and out veolwtary,”
those who did embrace these views began
to show symptoms of dissatisfaciion with
their position.  They bad no person en-
Ightened enoughto icll them how Alex-
ander Heuderson, who had died in 1646,
by his dextrous management of affairs in
the Assembly of 1647, had succeeded in
getting an act passed which,while it seem-
cd to apprave of tie entire Confession of
Faith, really put an ex:inguisher on the
whole of i1s doctrine voncerning the ma-
gistrate’s power about religion. Ignorant
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o all thiy, they believed that their views
were inconsistent with the principies of
tho bty with which they were connect-
e, el with the professinys wheh they
themselves laed made. Whatever reluc-
fanec, on personal grounals, mught be ma-
nitested 1o intertere with thew, ey haew
that they were habie 1o chureh censure,
as acting unthithfully as (o the discharge
-of these duties to which, on receiving or-
dination, they had become bound. Im-
yressed with this conviction, they sought
relief, not inretiving from 2 station which
they should have felt they could no long-
er honestly oceupy, but :n endeavouring
taget the profession of thybody altered,
as to suit the change which had come
over themselves,  The Rev. John Frazer
of Auchtermuchty was the individual who.
had the courage to make the first pubiic
movement towards the accomplishment of
this objeet, by the presenta:ion of the fi-
lowing most extraordinary Petition, ad-
dressed to the Burgher Synod:
<o the reveread the Moderator, and
remanent Members of the Assoeiaie
Synoi, 1o meetat Edinbargi the 12¢h
day of May, 17835, the Hepresenmation

and Petition of the Subseriber,

“Humbly Sheweth,

= Thata concern for the interests of pure
and undeilied religion, aml for the prosperi-
ty oh the ecclesinstical society with whichhe
stands cennected, prompts him to trouble
this reverend Court with a declaration of
his mind concerning some of our religions
sentiments. and to solicit @ necessary re-
form. It is 2t great merey the gospel is hi-
therto preserved among usin its purity. The
doctrine of grace, reigning through the right-
cousness of Jesus Christ to the eternal life of
men, in connexion with all other fundamen-
tal truths revealed in the oracles of God, i3,
1 hope, » doctrine cordialiy believed and ex-
plicitly preachied by all the ministers helong-
ing o0 this Syned ; and, to thur great ho-
nour. no Sovinian, Arminian, or Nceonomi-
anerrors repugnant to it have ever been to-
lerated by them. But weprofess adhierence
notonly to fundamental truths, but also to
many other doutrines of inferior importance.
Among these, are the power of the civil ma-
gistrate in regard to religion, and the perpe-
tnal obligation of our public national Cove-
nans upon posterity. The former is ex-
pressly asserted in the 23rd chapter of the
Westminster Confession of Faithi; and the
2nd question of our Formula, I apprehiend,
allaws us not to differ from that Confession in
the smaliest jot or tittle of doctrine contained in
it; for the words of itare, * Do you sincere-
Iy own and belicve the whele doctrine contain-
ed in the Confession of Faith—and do you ac-
knowledge the said” Confession as the con-
fession of your faith® &c. The obligntion
of our covenauts is also the subject of the:
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foarth yuestion of said Foriula ; the words of
which are, * Do you owsn and acknowledpe
the perpetual oblization ot the Nauonal Cos
venait—mid of the Solemn League and to-
vemant £ &e. At our liccise and ordiatie
an we solewady profiss-d 1o feld these princi-
ples, wnd tus proprssion s ranaead as oft as
we comenr 0 Leenciay and orduining othe:s :
for we demand thar assent 1o the guestions
of the Formula. as a test ottheir orthodoxy,
el of thear holding the sasie principies with
ourselves.

“Dut it is a fact well known to us all,
that, muny vears ago. a pamphilet was puh-
sished against the Anuburghers, bearing the
e OF 2 late respectable member of this
Conrt, and comaining the followmg doc-
wrines @ ¢ Lhat all legai establishments of re-
ligion are improper and unwarrantuble, and
it our covenants are obligatory upon. pos-
wdrity, materially considered. but have no
ubligation upon us entiveiy of the same na-
wre with their obligauion npou our futhers,
who swore thesn?  dinee the publication of
that paraphles, it has been read by many of
us; and tieres reason to think thatits prin-
ciples have been adopted. not only by pri-
vaie Christians in our comnmunion, but also
by some members of Synod, which 1 menti-
ou not to the diseredit of any of them; for
it is possible they imbibed such opinions
without zdverting 10 their inconsistency with
our Confission of Fuaith and Forula. Tknow
tiiat some youny brethren, sensible of this
incousistency, have acted so hn::cslly, as to
refise an uuhlimited  assent o the questions
of die Furmula, declasing themselves 1o be
of these sentiments.  The Synod also, with
all the Presbyieries and members compos-
ing it, bave always borne with such breth-
ren, aud we live m the closest fellowship
with them, without making any distinction
between them and other brethren, which to-
leramt spirit 1 do not absolutely condemn —
But since we are disposed to exercise such
forbearance, and since we all seem now sen-
sible, that the above mentioned pawmphlet
accords not with our Confession of Fuith and
Formula, 1 think it hughly necessary that 74
Formuia be altered, and rendered more consts-
tent with the sentiments of all our mnisters, el-
ders, probationers, and students.  What pity
is it that the smallest contraviety should ex-
ist between the sentiments of any of us, and
our solemn profession, when our principles
and profession arc in the main so consonant
to the uncrrng Standard of Trath.  Doubt-
less the profession of a church ought perfectly
to harmonize with her real principles, and
nothing cither éssential or circuinstantial
sl:}ould be professed whichis not fully believ-
ed.
* May 1t therefore please this reverend Sy-
nod to apply a proper remedy against the
present corruption, and by that mcans re-
lieve me and other brethren from the per-
plexity and uneasiness it gives us. Thathe:
whoholdeth the seven stars in liis right-hand’
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and walheth in the midst of the seven gold-
en catidlesticks, may he graciously present
with this reverend Court, to direct them in
this momentous aftuir. and that truth and
peace may ever prevail among the mmembers
of this Synod. i3 the prayer of thewr affecti-
uitate brother, aud humble <ervant.
Joux Frzer'
In his Letter which appenred in the Hali-
fax Guardun, Sept zIst 0 1849, Mo Trotter
wraie 1o the memhers of the Free Senad in
the following terms - < L vou heen more
wencral Lshould have supposed veu 1o re-
fer 1o the volunuuy movemert, which is
comparatively receit. but asirwouid e ea-
generons 1o upute 1o vou sack palpableig
norance as this would take for granted, L
nust beiieve you refer to the New Lightcon-
troversy, which is morethan fifnty years old,
and was teeminated before the commence-
ment of this century; and if so. the dntics
of the magistrate 1o which yon refer, rame-
1y, tho~e of roasting the hving bodies of men
for the benefit of souls, and of enlightening
their consciences by cruslung their bones,
will hardly find abettors in any other hody
than vour own.” The reader may have lit-
tledifficulty in nerceiving that, notwithstand-
ing this greatdisplay both of knowledye and
gererosity on the part of Mr. Trotter, the
remark of Dr. MceCrie in the Life of his Fa
ther, P87, with respeet to the doctrines
which split the Antibuyichier body in the be-
ginning of this century. is strictly applicable
to those which split the Bargher hody a few
years earlier: “they were materialiv the
points at issue in the present voluntaryicon-
troversy.” It is presumed he will have as
little difficalty in sceing that the doctrines
of this New Light are utterly irreconcileable
with gennine Sccession views of the Confes-
sion of Faith, and of the Coverants. Nation-
al and Solemn League. Althonsk he
may be ready to adinit a kind of honesty in
the young wen referred to in the foregoing
petition, who would not enter into a hody,
cither as licentiates or ministers, without
making it known that they did not hold the
principles of that body; he may perhaps have
some difficulty in discerning cither the ho-
nour or the honesty of the men, whe, when
placed under the obligations Iving upon c-
very oftice-hearer of the Sceession Church,
could, in such circumstances, admit them.
0
SYNOD'S HOME MISSION SCHEME-
It will he seen, from the advertisement,
that Sabbath the 2nd of May, is the day fix-
ed by the Synad for the Annual Collcetion
on behalf of this Scheme; and as the demand
upon its funds is every year hecoming great-
er, so it is hoped the Collection will be en-
creasingly liberal.
. Tae obyect of this fund, as is well known,
18 to endeavour 1o provide an occasional sup-
Ply of religious ordinances to the adkerents
of the Free Church, residing in scattered and
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destitute localities. by assisting in dufraying
the travelling expenses of Ordained Min;..
ters, or in supporting Missionaries or (e
chists labouring more statealy amongest then,
Every one who is at all acquainted with the
reigrous conduion of these Provio o, must
admit that there oasis i many districs,
where the great majorny of the population
nlhere to the Free Church, an appaliing g
mount of tie want oF the weoans of disine
prace coveral large consiematasin €

Jeeton wid ehewhere recening not moe
than two or thiee visie: from a Winisterdure
i 3¢ ! year. And this amount of
s fzom b report of the Mins-
ters atl-stedtizg 0f Synud. rapidly inerea.
sing,—scveral additionad stations GIrnestiy
solivitmgg the services of the Free « hurel
But tiiere is another dirsamstance whih
shows the vast hnportance of this fand, and
the necessity of redonbled zeal in its cuppais,
—we reler to the supply of Licemiates thay
may ere lons be eapected from the Fiee
Chnre Cellese, Halifax.  One of the S
dents, who had finished his Theological S
dies ai that Seminaiy, wa, hiee sed 1o preadi
the Gospel last Summer. and has sinee then
heen abouring as a Prebagioner within the
bounds of the Presbyvtery of Cape Breton —
One or two more of these Stadents may re-
ceive license during the conrse of the ensumge
sammer. and so on l'ltk’lc.l.\lllgl‘\' cr ryy 1‘.;.
Now, it is plain that some provision must be
made by the Church at large for the sup.
port of these Licentiates, so fong as ther re-
main without a fixed charge. inasmuch as
they may oftentimes be called 1o Iabour m
districts unable of themselves to raise a com-
peteney for their maintenance.  And this is
the fund that witl natwrally be regarded as
charged with such arespoasibility.” ‘Taking
these ana similar matters into consideration,
the claims of this Scheme upon the liberuiny
of the fricnds of the Free Church in th
Provinces. must appear olvions, and it is
hoped that these claums will be duly weighe
ed hefore the approaching collection take
place. It Kath pleased an jdlwise and Mer-
citul Providence to withdraw the judgments
wherewith, for a succession of ycars, he hait
visited these lands, and 1o sead a plentiful
sapply of the precious fruits of the carth.
both for man and for heast.  And in what
way are the recipients of these mercies to
testify the profit they have derived from these
recent chastisements 2 Plainly, by present
ing as an ofleringgunto the Lord. the first-
fruits of thewr substance.  Thus will they ac-
knowledge their absolute dependence upon
God, as the Sovercign Proprictor of ali, and
show forth their gratitnde to Him for present
favours. But there aue far higher consider-
ations than these that may be urged in sup-
port of this Missionary scheme.  Who can
caftulate the amount of good that may re-
sult from the visit of the faithful Mimsterof
Christ to some destitate, some wilderness lo-
cality ? By such avisit that seed maybe
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rown which will erewhile vield an ahundant
harvest, and cause that moral wilderness to
rejoice and bloscom as therose.  And every
mie contiibuted in the name of the Lovd,
with the view ot enablime the Heraldl of the
Trath to visit these Jocalities, shall m no
wise Tose its rewand

Subjoined is actatement of the Roeeipts
and Expenditures of this Fund for the past

vear.
: RECEIPTS.
Presnyreny or Hanirax,

Chalimers’ Church £6 0 »
Cornwallis 4 00
Dartinounzh 14 4
Goodwood, (Station) 15 9%
Lunenburg 313 2
St. John's, Newfoundland 1w 6 2
Bermuda 6 5 0
£32 2 5%
PresuyTERY oF PicTov.
New Glasgow Female Missionary
Association :—
Miss Ann Cameron £4 8 6
Miss Helen Fraser 3 2 7
Miss Ann Rankin 10 0
Mrs. Roche 213 8}
Miss Ann Grant 11111
New Glusgow Collection 3 00
Wallace 10 1
Guif Shore 114 0
Cove 6 4
Earltown 213 0
Rogers Hill 1 70
Back Shore 11 0
Picton 111 3
Gairloch 12 0
New London, PEIL 1 11¢
£2513 2%

PrespyTERY oF Care Bretox.

Cow Hay, Mira, and Catalone £2 5 ©
Middle River 100
Lake Ainslic 7 6
Big Haddeck 3 4
Little Baddeck 7 9
Sydney Mines 215 6
St. Georges Channel 1 56
£ 4 7}
Soum ToralL.
Preshytery of Halifax £32 2 5}
Presbytery of Picton 25 13 ‘.’%
Presbyiery of Cape Breton 8 4 73
£66 0 3}
EXPEXNDITURE.
Mr. Gow, Catcchist, Luncn-
burg £20 0 0
Rev. A. Munro, travelling ex-
penses from New Branswick
to Prince Edward’s Island 500
Rev. A. Satherland, travelling
580

expenses
Rev. J. Munro, travelling ex-

227

penses 410 0
Messrs. Maleolrn Milcod. sud
Angus Bethune, airears for

previous vear 2 00

Printinge Circulars, &¢ 2 00

Veve Mr. Farbes, Mi-s A 2 0 0
Ao DL Ress, Coteckist, Cow

Bay, (.1 6 0 0

Baiance on band 1 2 3%

. £66 0 31

ALEXAXDIER FORRUSTER.
Convener.

0
FREE PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX,
This Court met here on the 3rd. current.

A letzer was read from the Rev. Adam S.
Muir deelining the Call to tie congregation
at St.Jolm's. Newfoundland.

A letter was read frain Messrs. Duncan
McColl and Samael S F. Frith, on behalf
of the Congregation at Bermnda, intimating
“that it was expected that Mr. Adam would
leave that eharge for Brimin about the end
of March or the beginning of April. in the
expectation of being absent for about six
months; and expressing an carnest desire
that the Presbytery wonld send supply in
tine 1o reach Beimuda before Mr. Adom’s
departure  In the ahsence of Mesers. Ro-
mans and Duff, the Preshytery found them-
selves unable to grant supply for the pre-
sent : but agreed to hold an early meeting,
in order to come tosome definite conclusion
on the subject.

Professor King. as interim  Moderator of
the Kirk-Session of Dartinouth, laid before
the Preshytery the annual siatement of the
financial affairs of that congrezation.

The Preshytery appointed that the finan.
cial Statements from the other congregati-
ons and Stations within the bounds should
be given in at next meeting.

After having appointed supplies for the
two intermediate Sabhaths, and a commitice
to confer with parties connected with the
Starions to thecast of Dartmouth ; the Pres-
bytery adjourned to the 17th current.

The Preshytery met again on the 171h, a-
grecably to adjournment.

A communication was read from the Rev.
James Adam intimating that the Colomal
Cammittee of the Free Charch of Scoiland
had engraged 10 send out 1he Rev. Mr. Me-
Larcn for the supply of Bermuda; and that
it was expected he might arrive there carly
in May. ~Mr. Adam. however, still thought
that 1t would be uccful if a minister were
sent from Hali%ax to Bermuda for aronth
or six weeks.  He intimated aho thatif Mr.
Forrester were sent, L:e himself would take
charge of Chalmers’ ¢ hurch in exchange.—
Mr. Forrester, in conscquence, was appoint-
ed to proceed to Bermuda.

It was agreed that, after the close of the
current session of College, Mr. G Sath.
erland, student in divinity. should for somg
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months statedly labourin the districts of Mus-  cent blow, by which relations of the closest
quodoboit Harbour and Lawrencetown, giv- and most endetring nature were suddenly

g some supply also to Lake Porter. and violently rent asunder, we et joyed one
‘The following «upplies were uppointed :—  consolation which the rude hand of VPROS]-
March 21.—Davtmouth, Mr. King, tion could not 1each or destroy. It congs.
. St Johu’s Church, Mr. Lyall,  ted in this, that however the weath or may

o Chalmers’ Church, Mr. Tyall, was silowed to rage auninst us, the stroke
forenoon s Mr. King, evening, with which we were visited did not procesd

- 28—Dartmouth. Mr. Lyall, from the anger of God. Never, perhaps. i

“ St. Joha's Church; Mr. King,  the whole listory of the mission, had a niore

“ Chalmers’ Church, M. Ning, evident blessing rested on the wor + than for
forenoou; Mr. Lyall, eveniug, some months previous to our exanisicn.—

« Musquodoboit Haibdur, Mr. G. ‘Lhie meciings were attended so largely, tha
Sutherland, frequently no sitting-room was to be found.

April 4th—Darmounth, Mr. King, But the blesssing was still more manifes; in
“ St. John's Church vacant in the quality than in the number of the hear-

consequence of the Lord'sSup-  ers—in the kind of hearing which they ex.
per being dispensed in Chalm-  hibited—in their close and sometimes breath.

ers' Chureh, less and riveted attention—and in the effects

“ Goodwood. Mr. Sutherland, produced both on the Chureh and the up.

* 1L—Dartmouth, Mr. Lyall, converted. A spirit of love and mutnal con.

“ St. Johu's Church. Mr. King,  fidence reigned among the brethven, This

“ Lawrencetown, Mr. Sutherland, had been interrupted” latterly only by ong

¢ 18~Dartmouth, Mr. King. * breach between two of the converts, which

“ St. John’s Chureh, MroKing,  was healed by thar seaking for cach oiher

. Sackville, Mr. Lyall, afier one of the publie services, confessug

¢ 25~Dartmouth, Mr. King, their faults on both sides, and taking advan-

“ St. John'’s Church, Mr.Tyall,  tage of the opportunity which they providen-

“ Musquodoboit Harbour, Mr. G. tially enjoyed next day, when most of the
Sutherland, brethren were assembled for another pur-

lh_v 2—-Dartmouth, Mr. Lyall, pose, of puilicly achnowledging their sin,
& St. Johw’s Church, M. Adam, and. with affection beaming on their coun-

“ Goodwood, Mr. King, tenances. pledging anew their fraternal love.

“ Lawrencetown, Mr. Sutherland, On rechoning uj. the number of cases where
Financial statements from Cornwallis, and  goud had been done anong the unconvert
Chalmers' Chureh were given in. ed, we find that, durinmer the six weeks or

. Professor King haviag called the attenti- two months preceding our departure, 1o less
on of the Preshytery, to the progress witich  than seven or cizht persons had, as we hope,
the two senior students, Messrs, Geo. Suth- cast in their lot with the people of God. One
erland and John Alexander Ross, had now dewess, wile of a corn merchant, had died
made through the classes, the Muoldorater, calling on the Lord Jesus.  We were debar-
Mr. Duff, and the officiating minister at ved admittonee to her death-led, though she
Chalmers® Church, the Modcrator being Con- avdently desired it 3 but He conld not be ex-
yener, werc appoinicd 3 coninitiee to exam-  cluded for whose sake she wished our pre-
ine these students on the progress which sence  Two oilier Jewesses, long sinee no-
they had made in their studies, for the puy- minal Cliristians, gave tokens of ardent love
post of ascertaining whether application and scal for the Saviour.  Of the others, we
might not be made to the Synod for leave have no time 1o speak at present.  In fac,
to take tiiem on public trials for license. Wwe were not avare of the extent at least in

The next mecting of Presbytery was ap- which the Lord was blessing our labours,

Ezinicd to be held Lere on the first Wednes- il during the very last days of our minis-
3y of May. tey in Pesth, when some of the cases came
T to light in the most touching way, asif the

The Aastrian grovernment, nnder the insii- Lord meant to cheer us in our depresston,

ion_of the Jesuits, have lroken up the and sweeten the bitter cup which Satn had
free Chusch Mission to the Jews in Hun- mingled for us to drink,
gary and Gallicia. Mr. Edwards had been On raturmugs home on Sahbath afternoon
stationed at Lemberg the capitatof Gallicia, from the house of prayer, we found asun-
and Messrs. Wingate and Swmith at Pesthin - mons waiting us from one of the heads of
Hungary. The following extract from the the police (who are a very different hody,
Home and Forcign Record of the Free and clothed with very different powers in
Church, refers to the Austria from what w¢ are decustomed to in

N - our own happy couantry), to appear hefore
EXPULSION OF TOF. REV. MESSRS him nextday. We spcc)dily copmmuuicmcd

WINGATI;I%X\?{; bl-z\lyllll FROM ity cach other, and finding that both had
. h ‘} L. been cited at the sume time, and that the obr
.. STATRMENT DY TUE MISSIONARIES. oy could not, therefore, be to obiin infor-
Amidgt the deep pain caured by the r8- mation from us, but to make an announce-
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ment to us, we immediately anticipated the
worst.  On appearing at the time appoint-
ed, we were simply infarned that an impe-
rial order had arvived, to the éifect that we
should leave the conniry withont delay. We
demanded the veason of such summary pro-
ceedings against ns. The councillor of po-
lice said, that, <o far as he knew, the'sovern-
ment had nothing azainss us personally, but
tint the nature of onr functions was disliked
by them. We remonstrated on the ground
of the rights of consciencz. and that divine
and eternal truth which we had made known;
on that of our rieht as British subjects mi-
nistering to our fellow-countrymen; and on
the ground of the privilemes ‘which, by the
ancient aud hospitable laws of Hungary, we
had acquired by a ten years® residence in the
country.  Farther, we pointed to the serious
loss i property which we should sustsin,
and stifl more to the eruelty of expelling us,
with our young and tender families. at an
inclemen' seasen of the year which, from
the sickly state of come of their number, we
offered to prove, would be attended with dan-
gerto life.  We may mention that extreme
winter cold, which may set in at ay time,
ranges in that country from zero to ten or
twelve dearces Fahrenheit below it; and,
when a raiiway teain is impeded by a snuw-
storm, the passengers must walk great dis-
tances on foor amonyg piercing winds and
drifting suowe, and seck accommodation 1
the peasamts’ huts.  Iad not God temperedd
the winds 10 our shorn lambs, such wenld
have been the fate of omr little ones also, s0
far a5 the clemency of the Austrian govern-
ment tended to prevent it

The councillor of police, who hehaved
thronghout with the greatest courtsey, said
that he was the mere organ of the govern-
ment, and had no discretion whatever in the
matter hut olfered to lay our representati-
ons hefore the ministry, and communicate
to us the result.  We immedintely adopted
the most eilicient means of bringing the sub-
ject before our own amhassador and the cen-
tral government, and intended ourselves pro-
ceeding to Vienna in a few days ifan un-
favourable answer should arrive. On the
third day we were again eted to appear.—
We were informed that the government, as
the only answer they could give to our re-
moastrances, had sent a 'more stringent or-
der than hefore ; that we should leave the
country immediately; that we must take
our departure on the following Thursday;
and that, if we did net keep the time ap-
pointed. foree won!d beemploved. ‘Phe his-
tory of those few dazs it would be vain at-
tempting to depict. ~ The sorrow and love
marked on every conntenance—the outpony-
igs of these in every form in which they
could find utterancc—our own witer exhaus-
tion of bady, mind, and feeling—the Leart-
rending sceues of lust farewells againand a-
gain repeated’ by those who, having onco
eft ws, returned to perform snew that act

)

o
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which was lacerating thelr own and our ho
soms ;—all this, and much besides, forms a
picture which it is impossible to describe, na
itever will be 1o efiace it from our memo-
ries. Qur beloved Pesth, where wo had Ja-
boured for ten long vears, often under much
discouragement, nz, by the Lord's blessing,
with much suceess—tiat ¢ity, where alinost
the whole period of our ministerinl course
had been spent—where many people of the
Lord now dwe!t, to whom we were kunitsoul
to soul—where we Lal enjoyed & Christian
fellowship, in a degree seldom found on
carth, free from jealousivs and suspicions, in
the full open-hearted generous flow of love
—we were now leaving, and perhaps, for e-
ver. Lord, lay it not to the charge of thoso
who have thus rudely trode on the tenderest
divine and human affections !

We tonk our departure on the morning of
the 15th of January, amidst the tears of our
much-loved brethren. On the same even-
ing we reached Vienna. Yrom the manner
in which the B.itish ambassudor had receiv-
ed Mr. Bdwards. and our own first apphea-
tion throuzh an influential member of our
Eunglish cungregation, we entertained but
litile hope firvan his interference in the mat-
ter. The vesnlt justificd our anticipations,
We cannot fur bear from mentioning the ex-
treme kinduess which we received from the
Amcrican minister, who not only accorded
to us Lis fullest sympathy, but ofiered every
assistance which he conld render within the
limit of Lis functions. and generousl puthis

t our disposal—a hinduess which wo
fot requite to avail ourselves of, The
Lord watched over us daring our homeward
journey. and, though with soime warnings of
what might have happened withous His spe-
cial protection, has Gisappoinied onr fears,
and bronaht us ro the end of our journey in
peace.  May the spirit of prayerbe given to
onr friends in Scotland for those we have
left behind, -

0

Contributions to the Profege

sorial Fund.
Lochaber,

Alex. Stewart, col.

Robert Stewart, elder

Donaid Siewart

John Stewart

Donald Cameron

George Manson

Duncan McKinnon

Donald McKinnon

Donald 3McKinnon, Junior

drs. J. Stewart o

John MceKinnon
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John McNiell, col,
Dugald McMillan
Hugh McMillan
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Widow MeMiilan tor 1850-'51 10 0
Alex. McIntosh 5 0
John McMillan and Sen 2 3
Ponald McMillan 13
Iugh McNiell 4 0
Donaid McNiell 1 0
£119 0
John Cameron, col 76
Allan Cameron and Son 2 6
Hugh Cameron 50
Hugh Cameron 1 3
Duncan Cameron 13
A Friend 2 6
Charles Cameron 2 6
A Friend 2 6
£ 5 0
Allan Cumming, co! 2 6
Donald McAulay 15 0
Dancan McGregor 2 8
John Cumming 50
Alex. McGregor 50
Donald McGregor 5 0
Jobn McMillan , 50
£2 0 0
Donald Gunn, col. 2 6
Adam Forbes 2 ¢
Alex. Gunn 2 6
Angus Guon 5 0
Neill Gunn 3 1
Donald Cameron 5 0
James Caweron, elder 5 0
Alex. Cameron 5 0
John Fraser 110
Dugald McDugald 5 0
Angus Cameron, junr. 5 2}
£2 2 8
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NOTICE,.

BY the appointinent of the Syunod of the
Free Church of Nova Scaua, the annu-
al collection on helalf of the “Syxou's
HouME Missiox Scuemg,” will be made in
ail the congregations and Preaching Stadi-
ons on the first Sabbath of May, being the
second day of that month.

Miunisters, Preachers aud Catechists will
Kindly give dne intimation of this appoint-
ment, and urge tae ¢laims of this ScuemE
on the liberality of the adherents of the Free

Church.
ALLEX. FORRESTER,
Convener.

No 16 Granville St. Halifax, N:S.
AL & W, MACKINLAY,

WIHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Bookseillers & Stationers,

I AVE constantly on hand a choice and
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tional Course, Chamber’s Journal, Cham-
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and Inkpowders, Framed Engravings—
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