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|
Winter Days. g&:’ﬂincos and giving him the nows of the ! euhooura’gobP!:gln to mvio his stmngth for When their ofl falled, leaving thom in
. veek, what migbt a long fmprisonment. total darkness, it was Vernon's courage
oud Wv:g:f; comes forth In bis robe of |  Gne gunshiny day, when work in tho ; * There is no usze, mo use,” moaned | alcuo that kept Philip from giving up
Ho sends t'he gwee. Qowers far out of ming was not pressing, the twe boys | Philip, “ There is no chance of escapo. } utterly.
sight, ¢ s «&ro ;;pentth the ha{tt:maoozlx‘ in sldghtseolng; go- Weycan do nothihig.” | “1 can soe now what need young peo-
ng through the dasrk corridors, and poep- * Yes, wo can; wo can pray,” comforted | ple have of Christ DPhillp sald, in this
He roz:!:ge trees of thelr green leaves | inp into secret chambors of whose ex- ; vernon. “ God {s hore, just ths same as |, extremity. * 't {s roligion salone that

istonce they knew only from hearsay
| before. They had just nnishod their tour
| of 1nspection, when a low, rumbiing sound,
liko the nolse of distant thunder, almost

in the sunshine, and he is adble to find l
8 way of escape for ua. Let us ask him,”
, and kneeling down, he poured out his
, beart to the good Father with ss much

makes them brave In iimes of ’ nger:

) and 1t 1 live to sce my comrades again

i I will tell them that it makes heroos of
boys to follow Christ.”

Angd freezes the pond and the river ;
He hasa spofled the butterfly’s pretty rest,
And orderel the birds not to build thelr

tho fall of a heavy body, and almost {m-

pest, .
, . | paralyzed them with fear. This was | faith and earnestness that Philip’s sink- They did llve to tell the story of thelr
And b::sl:hed the frugs to a four mondhs I followed by a crash resembling that of I ing heart revived, and he listened hope- ,capuvﬂy. ‘Two days later, when, amidst

And makes ell the children shiver,

Yot Lo does some good with his
fcy thread, -
For he kesps the corn-seods .
warm {n thefr bed,
He dries up the damp which the
rotn has spread,
And renders the alr more
healthy ;
He taught the boys to slide, and
he flung :
Rich Christmas gitts o'er the old
and the young,
And when cries for food from the
POOT Were wrung,
He opened the purse of the
wealthy.

We like the spring with its 8nbd,
fresh air ;

We like the su;nmer with flowers
go falr;
We like the fruits we in autumn

share,
Aud we like, too, old Winter's

greetlag ;

Ris touch I8 cold, but his hea;«: i3
warm; -

&0, though he brings to us snow
and storm,

We look with a smile on his well-
known form,

And ours {3 a gladsome meeting.

3RAVE ENOUGH TO BE A
CHRISTIAN.
BY BELLE V. CHIBHOLX.

Philip Harding’s father was
superintendent ot the Nelson-
ville mines, where Vernon Bret's
tather worked; but the difference
in thelr social positions did not
orevent the boys from forming a

* friendskip in deptk and constancy
axin to that of David and
Jonathan. .

They belongnd to the sam?
classes in school, and, although
they might have been called rivals
fn their studies, they were too
loval to each other to care for un-
divided honours, and were always
best satisfied with their grades
when they were exactly alike.

Oinie wiater, durlng 8 preclous
revivai In the village where they
lived, Verzon gave his kcart to
Jesus, but, though Philip attended
the 1neetings occasionally, he
strove agalost all serious thoughts,
and joore than once tried to per-
seade Verner that reiigion was
iatanded specially fcr the old and
wretched, and not for the young
and strong, who kad many happy
years before them.

Early in the spring of the same
yezr Mr. Bre¢ was prostrated by a
low fover that promised to hold
him a prisoner for many long,
weary weeks. In the emergency, Vernon
laft school and begged to be allowed to
take his father's place in the mines.

Superintendent Harding was a little
dubious about a boy of fourteen being
able to handle o pick and perform the
work of a man underground; but he took
him on trial, and he never had cause to
regret the trust lmposed in him.

This bsing shut away f:om tke light
of day Interfered greatly in the com-
panfonship of the boys, but it Increzsed
rather than diminished thelr friendship.
To make.up in part for the week's scpara-
tion, Phillp was in the habit of spending

- &n hour .oT two etery Saturday afternoon
~ig the:anlne; litening tq- Vernen's ox-

Loay

mediately the air in the .nine became
stifiing from the dust that filled it.

At the time cf the catastrophe Philip
was standing, leaning on a pick, watch-
ing Vernon, who, on his knces by the
lantern, was about to knock down some
coal he had loosened in the morning.
They reallzed at oncs that something
dreadful ked happencd, and instinctively
rushed toward the mouth of the mine.
But befare they had gone far they found
the way blockadad by a huge mass of
fallen slate and timbers. They were
shut off completely Zrom the outside
world—buried alivo in the bowels of the
earth, with Bcarcelr a ray of hope left
for thelr rescuc.

Vernon gained control of himgalt first,
and tried in every way $Smaginable to

fully to Vernon's calculations of how long
it would take thelr friends to rmach them.
Fortunatsly, the nico lunch that Philip

had brought to share with his friend
had left the sulsstantial dinner 62 bread
and meat which Vernon's mother had
put up for him, untoucked. They were
too much excited that cvening to even
think of cating; but the next day, when
nature bogan to zssert its claims, they
were very gratefal for the thin slices of
sweet rye bread and teoder beef that
were found {n the dinner-pail. Bat
though they could have devoured the
whole st & single meal, they weore wise
enough to save a portion of it for the
morrow; and, &% they had access to 8
epring of clear water, they managed to
pass the second day in the mine without
suffering from hunger.

; the rojolcing of friends, the two boys,

more dead than allve, were drawn up into
lGod‘s pure air and sunshine, ho re-
deewed his promise by telling
bow, in hls cowardlce, hs had
becn apheld and strengthenod by
the courage of his friend, who
was brave onough to be 2 Chria-
tian.—Sunday-school Visitor,

IN HIS NAME

There are a few noteworthy
action in 1ife that are not horalded
in the morning papers, and thoro
are a good many people who do
not telophone for tho reporters
whon they do noble deods. We
give np instance.

It was a cold, dark evenipg,
and the city lights only intensl-
fled by thoir sharp contrast the
gloom of the storm. It was the
timo when woalthy shappers are
eating thelr hot dinners, when
the stores are closing, and when
the shop-giris plod home, many
too poor to ride, tired with the
fong day’z stonding and worlk

One of the shop-girls wa have
alluded to was hurrying homo
through the slush after a hard
day’s work. 8he was a dellcate
girl, poorly dressed, and wholly
unable to keep out the winter's
cold with a thin fall cloak. One
person noticed her as she hurried
along. She was evidently very
timid and solf-absorbed.

A bllnd man was sitting in av
alley by the pavement, silently
offering pencils for sale to the
heedless crowd. The wind and
slect beat npon him. He had no
overcoat. His thin hands clasped
with purple fingers the wel,
sleet-covered pencils, He iodked
15 if the cold had congealed him.

The girl passed the mamn, a2
did the rest o! tke hurrying
crowd. Wher she had welked
hal? a block away she fumbled
fn her pocket, and turred and
walked back.

For 8 moment she looked in-
tently at the vendor of penclls,
and when she saw that he gave
no sign, she quietly dropped n
ten-cont pleco into his lngers,
and walked on.

But she was evideatly troubled,
for her sieps grew slower.

Then she stopped, turned, ang
walked rapldly back to the dark
alley, and the man half afding In
it. Bending over him she =aid
softly, “ Are you really blind **

The man lifted his Lead and
showed her his sightless eyes.
‘Then with an indescribable ges-
ture he pointed to his breast.
There hung the 3.1 badge o the
Grand Army of the Republic.

“Y beg you pardon, sir,” she

gald bumbly. *“ Please give mo back

my ten cents.”
{  *Yes, ma'am,” he asswered.
i She took out her purse. It was 3 very
{ thin one. It contained but two silver
; doliars, ocne-third of ber week’s hard
, earnings—all she bad. She put ono dol-
{ 1ar of it into his hand with (he words -

* Take this instead, for the dear Lord’s

zake, and go home now. You ought not

; to sit bere in this bitter wind and sles’”
i Then sho turned ber stess homeward,
{ thinking tnat no cne had seen her.
. Thinking no one bad scea her? Goa
{ had zeon her. and one man, who to his
, a¥ing day will never forgst the act.—
l Youth's Companion.
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PLEASANT HOURS,

Indian Oradle Song.

8wing thes low in thy cradle soft,
Deop In the dusky wood

S¥ing thee iow and swing aloft—
Sieop as e papoose should ;

For safe in your little birchen nest

Quiet will come, and peace and reat,
[t the little papoose is good.

The coyote howls on the prairle cold,
And the owiet hoots {n the treo ;

\nd the. blg moon shines on the little

child

Ay It slumbers peacefully ;

So swing thee high in thy little nest,

And swing theo low und take the rest
‘I'hat the night wind brings to the»

the father lles on the fragrant ground,
Droaming of hunt and fight,

And the pine leaves rustle with mourn-

ful sound

All through the solemn night ;

But the Nttie papoose In his birchen nes’

13 swinging low ns he tukes his rest,
TiHl the sun brings the mornlog light.

—Detroit Free Press.
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Hark, what mean those holy voloes.
—Methodist Hymn-Book, 143. Luke 2.
R EN

MEVORABLE SEASON.

Persons wh . are avroud n the night
»€ason, when the ~lars «ie shining, have
.deqaent opportasiues to vehoid beaat:-
wual aights, bai these shephetds never saw
such a 8ight before 2s that which they
wow beheld. The glory of the Lord
shone around them, far more¢ brilijant
ihan (he aght of the sun, when saumning
«a meridian splehidour.  The hight of the
. ul daz2ies the Lehoider, su that we can |
o-adiiy understand how ine shepherds |
would be overpowered.

TRE BYAN

The poet in this beautiful hymn has
vatght the spirii of the laspired record,
and has beauatifully set furth aid the in-
cddents tkereo! .o mosl appropriate .an-
guaga. The bhymu is wurthsy of being
conmitted to memory. Its sentimeats
wil’ always afford a profitabie theme for
meditation.

THE ANGELS' \'ORDS

Verse 10 The shiepherds would be
consoled whon they heard the sweet
words whirh the angels spoke “ Fear
not™ Do not be afraid. We have
joytul tidings to bring to your ears.
Suppose you arc full of fear, and you
bear some choerful voice spoaking, does
pot all your fear immediately leave you.
No doubt {t was so here.

THZ TIDINGS.

Verse 10. Tidings of great Joy.
What pleases most. Somo are most
plaaged with tidings of wealth. See how
many have gonoe to Alaska and the
Klondike, because thoy bave heard of tho
wonderfutl troasurcs of gold that are
thiare to bo sscured. Aund with a vlow
to odtaln a portion, they have left thelr

homes, and w:!! eniure tho most fearful
sufferinges, both In travelling and per-
haps from the want of suitable food.
But the tidings which the angels brought
wz3 more preclous than gold, which
perisheth,

A BAVIOUR.

The Jews wore now an enslaved peo-
ple, and to bo told of a Saviour thoy
would suppose that meant an emancipa-
tor, who would soon liberate them from
bondage. But tho Saviour now an-
nounced was not for the Jows alone, but
for all mankind.
Lo save.

THE ANTHPEM.

Verso 14, No sooner were the tidings
made known than there was a multitude
of the heavenly host who burst into the
loud and rapturous song of *“Glory to
God ip the highest,” etc. Christ’'s com-
ing is t{wofold. It brings glory to God
and peace to wankind. Thus unites
heaven and earth, and jolns angels oz
men {nto one grand, holy, happy 8&sso-
clation.

CONTIRMATION.

Verse 16. After the first display of
majestic power and glcir. the shepherds
were left alone, and tue concelved the
Idea of going to Bethleh. u to eee the
wondrous things of which they had now
heard, and away _they swvent, and they
found exactly those things of which ther
bhad heard. There was the child Jesus
and Joseph and Mary.

APPLICATION.

Ws rejoice at this season, but why o
we do 807 Are we glad that Christmas

.} has come again, but should we not more

espectally rejoice because of what Christ-
mas is assoclated with ? Is Christ you
Saviour? ‘

DREAMS.

There are dreams aud dreams. There
are dreams that come of laziness, idle-
ness, selfishness and overfeeding; groas
nightmares fit fér swine: dreams coming
of self-induigence and worldliress, poor
grovelling thingy; a man's mind is not
much better for them. There are dreams
that, are born of a backboneless senti-
mentality, of sweet mock chivalry, that
loves to represent itself in pretty pic-
tures; not much good comes out of them.
But there are other dreams that come
out of a man's wideawake activity;
dreams that are the vapourg rising from
a fervent spirit, from the cooling of the
machinery. They work out the char-
acter tbhat God {5 weaving in that lad
or in that youag girl. These dreams
are prophetic, they have something of
heaven in them ; they are something
higher tban the common; from God they
come; they are the threads and fibres by
which he would lead us on to do great
deeds on carth, and at last receive us as
faithful and good servants of our Master.
I do believe in the dreams of youth, that
come in at that window which i8 open
heavenward to every youbg soul, until
the dust and dirt of youth cloud jt cver;
the dreams of romance thet stupid old
people try to crush and drive out, and
that the world puts its heel upon; those
dreams of frieadsbip and honour, of
truth and purity, to be choser rather
than worldly gain; those dreams of love,
generous and tender, that saall make two
llves knit together into one of excep-
tional tenderness and goodness. There
{3 the bréeath of heaven here; these are
the golden glows in the mists of ‘life's
morning that come from God, and are the
suarantees of a splendid sunset on earth,
and beyond, a brighter dawn in heaven.

Would to God that all of us when we
are ¢l4 men and women, may be able to
tbink withont shame and remorse about
the dreams of our youth; that the wbman
has been true to her dreams, and hssg
fulfilled the sweet, unselfish ideals of her

'glrlhood. ‘823 been 2 noble, loving wife

and mother; that the lad has come
*hrough this world at least comparatively
unspotted, with & heart fresh and tender,
n~¢ caten by selfishness and greed, witha
clean consclence, with the benediction in
his old 2ge of having made cther men
happy and good. Oh ! the vorst enemies
of your dylng bad that will come to moek
vou, will be the dreams of your youth,
or your boyhood and girlhood, shounld
they be urfuifilled ! But if you car only
{n part realice them in your life they will
be angels that will come to comfort yan.

TAKE EM, JACK,

The following {ncldent occurred on one
of our busy sireets during the heatad
term, and is told by The Temple Maga-
2ine &3 an {llustration of the fact that
princely genercsity {s not confined to
those who give by the millions:

“It was a fatiguingly hot day, and
orly those whoso bu¥iness was urgent
were found upon the zcorching streels.

Christ came the world °

{ and 1 wilL”

! Pregently a little newsboy &ppeared in

sight. He was not alert and bustling
| as 18 the ideal newsboy, on tho contrary,
he moved along as if each step he took
was painful to bim. Meoting an ac-
Qqualntance, ho stopped to exchango greet-
}l‘zs under the friondly shade of an awn-
ng.

‘‘What's the matter, Jack ?
slung ‘bout as fas! as a snall’

“*Bo would you, 1 guess, T{m Ragen,
I? your feet were fuli of blisters walking
on the hot sidewnlk. FEvery time I put
my root down {t's like to sot mo a-cry-
., In’’ tho other answered.

“Tim looked down at ihe bare feet in
questiop and glanccd at hi. own, encased
in & palr of shoes that had ~ertainly scen
duty, but which stil] afford. d protection
frem the heat of the dazriing pavements.
Quick as a flash he dropped dowp on a
step, and the next moment ws holding
out his shoes to Jack.

“‘Here, you can wear then till to-
morrow. ]y feet ala't blisterel. Tako
‘em, Jack, it's all right’ And .way he
went crying, ‘Three o'clock edi‘ion of
The Post ! at the top of hie voice, seem-
irgly unconsctous that he had jut per-
formed a praiseworthy deed.”

You get

“1 CAN, 1 WILL"

A professor of mathematics In one of
our largest colleges, whose reputation as
a miathematician i3 very bigh, began his
career under* the inspiration of “I can
A writer In an exchange
tells the story: .

*1 knew a boy who was preparing to
enter the junior class of the New York
Unlversity., He was studying trigon-
ometry, and I gave him three examples
for his next lesson. The followlng day
he camo into my room to demounstrate
his problems. Two of «iem he under-
gtood, but the third—a very difficult one
—he Jad not performed. I said to him,
‘Shali I help you ?* .

“¢‘No, sir; I can and will do it if you
give me time.’ -

“1 geld, ‘I will give you all the time
you wish.’

“The next day he came into my room
to recite another
study.

“*Well, Simon, have you worked tust
example ?* .

**No, sir; be apswered; ‘but T will
do it if you will give me a littls more
time.’

“T always like those boys who are de-
termined to do their own work, for they
make our best scholers and mep, too.

* The tbird morning you should have
scen Simon enter my room. I knew he
had it, for kis whole face told the story
of his guccess.

“Yes, he had it, notwithstanding f{t
had cost him many hours of hard work.
Not only hed he solved the problem, but
what was of much gre=ter importance,
hs h.d begun to develop mathematical
power.”

A WISE 3IBD.

Many years ago, wken our navy had a
station on the African Coast, the natives
were in tho habit of bringing off parrots
for sale. They were very pretty birds,
of a soft gray colour, eniivened by
touches of red, and thelr price was a bit
of tobacco, a Ddlece of soap, or half a
dozen bress rings—any tritte, in fact.
The saflors bought a lot of them and
taught them nautical terms.

On aorning jnspections, wkile the men
were at the guns, the parrots tn the:r
cages were on tho gun-deck. The cap-
tain had a babit of clearing his throat
befors he gave an order, * Ahem ! Star-
board, fire !—Port, fire !"

Belore he could fairly deliver it, the
parrotc would call out:

* Ahem ! Starboard, fire '—Port, fire!”

And go it went on with other orders;

great amusement of the capain, officers
and men.

I was ons day performing some duty
oa dock, when one of the parrots.lighted
on my hand, Intent on my affairs I
threw it off moro roughly than I was
aware, and it fell rather heavily on the
deck. Tho owner picked it up and
caressed {t, saying, * The master doesn’t
like parrots, does he ¥ After that the
bird always called me “ master” when-
ever he saw me. R

Wo brought the ship into Fortsmouth,
New Hampshire, on our return home.
Not long after I was walking dowa
Tremont Street, Boston, st an bour when
ft was filled with peopls, and heard a
cry, “ Master! Master I and turnity ip
the direction of the voice I found wmyself
opposits a bird-shop, in the doorway of
which hung an African parrot. I went
over and asked the proprietor where he
found it. He told mo he had bought it
about three months before of a sailor
Just returned from the coast of Africa.

- -

lesson in the samr -

the birds took them up Instantly, to the

By this I rocognized my old acquaintance
and stopped some time, golng over the
* talkee-talkeo” it had been famillar
with on board ship, and apparently mak-
ing it very happy.

The bird had Xnown me from the
thousands passing the door.

A PERSONAL TESTIMONY.
BY BEV. OZO. BOND.

I had been told tbat one could not
travel in Egypt or Palestino and drink
only water, that it would be necessary
to take spirits of some sort, or wine, to,
qualify water. I drank the water freely,
as it was furnished to us st meals, and
I nover touched oac drop of spirits or
wine, and I never suffered to the small-
est extent from dysentery or any of those
ills which it was threatened would over-
take one who drank the water unquali-
fled. 1 had the most perfect health,
sirength and spirits amid all the fatigue
and excitement, amid all the heat and un-
rest of our journoyings. And, further,
we were 8 largo party; scInd were ac-
customed to stimulants and, of coursse,
took them with them; some were hablituul
abstainers, but thought it necessary to
use the spirits and wine, sccording to
the notion I have referred to; two or thrae
of us determined not only that we would

"not use them, but that we would not

take any with us even for medicine.
Some of those who used them suffared
from dysentery; come admitted at the
close that they believed they would have
been better without them, znd those of us
who did not use them at all, had per-
fect health all the way through. My
experlenca is, therefore, this, that 2 man
may make an Eastern tour on total ab-
stinence principles, not only with Im-
punity, but with very great advantage,
g0 far as health 18 concerned.

DEROISION.

In a recent address to young men, Mr.,
Spurgeon said :

“Let there be no half-heartedness
about your religlon. Avold it. Do not
be like church ooica that come out once
¢ week and uibble a service hook, or
like rats who come out when nobody is
looking, and run fn so fast that no one
can soe so much as thelr teils. Thers
is nothing mn Christianity to be ashamed
of. Do not troubdle Chrisi at all if you
cannot take up yuur cross and follow
him. There are those ™ho say, ‘1 don't
pelieve In denominational religion.
Well, I do not wan® to declde the ques-
titn for you—you must do that for your-
self; but join some church, and what-
ever branch you join stick to it, work
for it with all your heart. You know
the story of the little 1ad who was asked,
*18 your father a Ckristlan ?’ He sald,
‘Yes, but he has not been working at it
much lately.’ Do you know the fate of
salt that has lost its flavour ? it will
not do for the land; no, nor is it even it
for the dunghill. Why, men must cast
it out, and what ther will God do with
it 7 Decision is demanded of us by our
Lord. Does Jesus Christ deserve luke-
warm service ? Make up your mind.
1f God be God, serve him, if Saal be God,
serve him, but do not ait on the rail all
suur life, not knowing on which side to
alight”

Tho Res. Charles Garrett, a Wesleyan
minister, tells us this story . “ We have
lately been dolng a blessed work amongst
the cabmen of Maachester, many of
whom have signed the pledge. I heard
the cther nighbt that cns of them had
boken his pledge, and I went to the cab-
rocm3s to ook after him. I saw him
there, but he tried to avold me. He
wes ashameu to face me. I followed
him up, and at last he presented hfinsel?
before me, woarlag a most dejected look.
{ sald to hima: ¢ Whepn you are driviag
your cab, and your horse falls down,
«hat do you do ?” ‘I jumps off the box
and tries to help him up again.’ ‘That
{s it, my friend. I raplied. ‘I heard you
had fallen, and so I got off the box to
help youup. Will you get up ?  There
§s my hand’ ke caught hoid of it with
a grip like o vice, and safc : *I will, sir !
before <od, and under his own bluo hea-
vens, I promise you that I will not touch
a drop of strong drisk again; end you
w1l nover have to regret the troubls you
have taken with me.”

.

Did you ever hear of a saloon-kesper
who strictly regarded 21l the laws touch-
ing his traffie—such, for example, as
thosoe forbidding tho sale of ligmor to
children, to habitual drunksrds, op Sun~
Jdays and eclection days, and after certaln
hours at night? ) - .

—-— g~
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Six Littlo Torkeyo.

Bix little turkeys, all In a row!

Now what they were hatched for, they !
didn't know

Our grandms did, but she would not tei); !

She watered and fed them every dsy woll, |

But not one of the six heard her say

8he wg)sa fattening them for Thanksgiving

¥.

Six little turkoys !
night

They would run away 2nd hide out of
sight.

Grandma's sun-bonnet scarcely at all

Found time to hang on its peg on the
wail ;

For they kept her all summer watchiug
about

‘The b,v-avays and hedges, calling them
ou -

From morning till

8ix large, fat turkeys, and all in a row
On Thanksgiving morn! One to go
To Sam, ons to Tom, another to Lu,
(Dear llttle grandohildren, loving and
true® ;
One was o be sent to poor Widow Gray,
With glx helpless childron to feed that
ay.

Qut Betty cocked onme for lame little
Joo—

His mother i3 sick snd feeble, you know.

Grandma was so happy, she didn't mind

Runbing all summer the turkeys to find;

She kn~w when Thanksgiving Day came
‘round,

The very best place for each would be
found.

PLAIN TALES TO BIG BOYS.

BY ARCHE{ BROWN,

Every boy who hag any stuff in him
wants to succeed. Sy ruccess he means
high position, bz salary or {ncome, repu-
tation, influence, power. Soldom is the
higher success, that results from lofty
character, irrespective of wealth or fame,
taken into account. So I wiH deal with
pure worldly success, the kind that men
are recklessly struggling for the world
over,

If the average boy approaching man-
hcod wero to analyze his ambition aud
defilne his goal twenty years ahead, it
would be the presidency of a bank or
great corporation, the head of a rich firm,
the foremost place ir the chosen pro-
fession of law, medicine, or t“e ministry,
a 8eat In Coxngress, or perhaps the
mayorally of his town.

And hero cowmes the surprising and
encouraging truth that these great prizes
of a life are not hard for tha well-
equipped man to attain. The competi-
tior for them is not severe. Indeed,
strange &8s jt may seem, the big place is
usyally hunting for the man. There is
room at the top. The bottom i¢ crowded
with those struggling flercely for the
small L ~izes. The top has ample elbow-
rQom for the few who are up there. -

"To explain u litile, Bvery corpora-
tion or firm that employs men knows
how hard it is to find just the right ma-
terial for responsible positions, 1t is
easy enough to fill the routine places
whero brains and character are not essen-
tial; but commence to look for a man
above tha ordinary, and the trouble be-
gins. One man avallable is honest, in-
dustrious, faithful, but lacks a trainel
mind.  Another i8 capable, energetle,
hard workiag, btnt there is a shadow of
dcubt about his moral strength under
temptation. Another is konest, bright,
true, but lacks industry or the power
of application. Stilt another seems to
possess every needed thing, hut is with-
out health and endurance. Aund so on
through tho list. It is next to lmpossible
to find one who combines in himself the
necessary qualities for a high and re-
sponstble position, unless thers is mixed
up with them seme shortcoming or fail-
ure. The well-rounded man, morally,
intellectuzlly, physically, is a prize in
the busiress world, and those controlling
great interests are grabbing for him. He
commands the highest pay while he
serves others, and in due time you find
him at the head o1 his own great in-
terests,

Now "turn from the top downward.
With each desconding step in tho scale
the number of those competing for place
increases in geometrical ratio, unti! at
the very bottom youn find the greatest
crowd of all. The lower the pay, the
wore menicl the work, the greater is the
scramble for it. For example, take a
great manufacturing corporation. Its
president dles or retires, The g.1ar7 1s
perhaps $25,000 a year. The directors
begin the sea.ch for a successor, and if
they find two or threc broad, able, and
forceful men from whom to make a selec-
tion, anéd twho have not a&lrezdy better
positions, they will be fortunate, 3ut

- o=t .~ .

montk. A hundred men—yes, a thou-
sand, i1t it s in a great city—can bo had
in a day's time,

York who had by a timely, sngaclous
stroko mado his company $600,000 in a
single year, It was enough to pay his
salary of $30,000 a yoar for twenty years
In advance. The President of the Poan-
sylvania Railroad dled recently, leaving
a $50,000 position to be dlled. There
war no gcramblo for the office. One man
wag avallable who had mounted every
successive round of the ladder, but he
practically had no competitors. I know
a man who started as a poor German boy
in the night schools of a Western city,
working step by step thrrugh the me-
chanical dopartments of a large mana-
facturing businees, proving himself maa-
ter in each place, until the management
of a great enterprise came to him un-
sought at $25,000 a yoar. ¥ know a rall-
rcad president who, coming from a small
town o Maine, by sheer force of bralns
and character reached a commanding
position. To ons high office was added
another, until bis combined salaries equal
that of the President of the United States.

Let us ask & few qucstions, Is it
natural brilifancy or luck that puts one
man 8o far ahead of his fellows ? 1t {8
nefther. Analyze the charactyr of the
raen in highest places. You will find
they attained their positions by prepara-~
ttap, mental, moral, physleal, technienl,
brains well trained, anergy well directed,
work well sustained. Study the steps
in the character of Gladstone, of Car-
negle, of Rockefeller, of Wanamaker, of
P. D. Armour, and provo the statemsnt.

Are the qualitles of success attainable
by 2 man of ordinary neatural abilities ?
Unquestionably, yes. First the charac-
ter; then the preparation; then the op-
porianity. ‘The lattor comes to most
men gooner or later, dut rare is the man
who is ready to selze ft. Here are a
few of the essential gualities which will
win against all ths powera ot so-called
{l1-luck :

1. Absolute, nuswerving integrity. Is
that unattainable ? B

2. Brains, mental grasp. Glven a fair
mind, what fs that but education and
discipline ?

3. Energy and force of character. This
is 8 question of exercise of will to over-
come laziregs angd love of ease.

4. Capacity for work, executive power,
the abiity to bring things to pass. This
is the product of industry by system or
method, It s energy conserved and well
directed. 1t is the art of making every
stroke count.

5. Personal manners, engaging address.
What-is this but the result of close, ua-
selfish adherence to the rules for making
a gentleman ?

All these qualifications are not.easy,
it is true, but they are not lmpossible.
It is really your own choosing whether
you will be among the richly rewardad
few at the top, or the hungry multitude
at the.bottom.—New York Christian Ad-
vocate. .

A BEMARXABLE PLANT.

Among the plants which grow spon-
tancously on the surface of the moors
of Portugal, of Spain, of Sicily, and in
all the north of Africa, there is found
a Jong-lived graminac, the products of
which, ecarcely known in France, except
perhaps in the south, are, on the con-
trary, greatly appreciated {n other coun-
tries. In Spd:n they give it the name
of Spanish grass, but it is more fre-
quently designeted by that of halfa, from
the Arabian term. Not only is the leaf
! this plant transformed, by processes
comparatively simple, into a paste for
paper of superior quality, but it is also
employed in a number of uses, either in
domestic economy or in navigation.
There are made from it cordage, nets,
artificial horsshair. sacks, mats, or rush
matiing, objects of the basket trade, and
even stufls and tapestries for rooms. In
considering it alome from the polnt of
view of the production of paper, this
textile plant can de the source of con-
siderable profit for those who undertake
its cultivadon:

Rags becoming more and mors raro,
the use of this paste for vaper becomes
—~ore extended every day. In a financial
statemernt made not long ago In the
House of Commons i{n England, Glad-
stone spoke of it as follows: “ No one
can form auy idez of the multinle usages
to which this paste lends itself. It is,
80 to say, vander all forms possible. With
it anatomistg make artificial 1imbs; other
artisans use it to make telescopes: it is
employed in making dolls and combs.”

At the universa! exposition ian 1878
thers weze seen door panels in paper
of halfa, and even carrfage wheela.
Who, then, can place limits to the industry
ot this plant, when we seo the India

And the $26,000 man |
{ 15 cheaper than the $40-a-month man.

I was told tho sther day of a Viee-Pre- )
sident of a great corporation in New |

rubdor, so supple and variadle dy nature,
becomse after several preparations harder
than weed ?  On the high plateaus of
Algeria, and {n 8iclly and Tunis. halfa
{s bdeing cultivated aftor fixed maothods.
Two and a half acren produce a ton of
leaves, which aro sold for $22 at tho port
of embarkmont,

In. botany halfa is known by the namo
of Lignum spartum.—Chicage Intor-
Ocean,

AN HEROIO RIDB

It bas often been shown that girls
possess great coursge in times of dan-
ger, and the story of a little Kentucky
girl, as given by the New York Recorder,
pioves it anew. The heroino’'s name {s
Kate Morgan, and she {s only thirteen
years old. 8be end an Invalid sister
Ive with thelr father in a farmhouse,
tan mlles from Augusta.

Late one Saturday night the father uc-
cldentally discharged a gun and {nflicted
a flesh-wound, by whkich a veln was
severed, and the man was in danger of
bleeding to death. Nolghbours weore not
near, and the nearest doctor was in
Augusta,

The {nvalld sister was assistod to her
father's s{de, and undertook to stay the
flow of blood while Kate went for the
dcotor. The night was dark, and §t
rained, a heavy, drenching rain, aud the
little girl on horseback was wet to the
skin. But she kept the bDeast at a
galiop, and rode into tow:: at one o'clock.
8he hunted up a doctor, and while he
prepared to go, she was dressed in dry
clothing belonging to a daughter of a
physician. Then away they went back
into the hillc fn the storm.

They were just in time. The girl,
Suste, could not have held out a half-
bour ionger. Kate's brave ride saved
her father’s llfe.

“THE PIT OF ALE, JOHN."

It 1s a difficult matter to ono accus-
tomed to small delly indulgences to
realize the exponse thus incurred.

A Manchester (England) calico printer
was asked on his wedding day by his
shrewd wife to allow her two half-pints
ot ale a day as her share of home com-
forts. John made the bargain cheer-
fully, feeling it hardly becamo him to-do
otherwise, masmuch as he drank tvo or
three quarts a day. The wife kept the
home tidy, and all went well with them,
but as she took the small allowance each
week for household expenses, she never
forgot the “ piet of ale, Jokn.” . .

When tha first anniversary of their
wedding came, and John looked around
on his neat home and comely wife, a
longirg to do something to celebrate the
day took possession of him.

* Mary, we've had no hcliday since we
were wed, and orly that I haven't a
penny in the worid, we'd take a jaunt
to the village and sce the mother.”

“Would thee like to go, John ?” ske
asked.

There was a tear with her smile, for it
tcucned her heart to hear him spesk
tenderly, as in tho olden times.

“If thee'd like to go, john, I'll stand
treat.”

“Thou stand treat, Mary !
a fortin left thes 7

“ Nay, but I've got the pint of ale,”
said she.

“ Got what, wifo 2"

*“The pint of ale,” she replied.

Whereupon she went to the hearth, and
from beneath one of the stone flags, drew
out a stocking, from which she poured
upon the tabls the sum of three bundred
and .sixty-five threepences ($22.81), ex-
claiming,

** See, John, thee can have the holiday.”

* What is this 2” he asked in amaze.

“1It i3 my daily pint of ale, John.”

He was conscience-stricken 2s well as
smazed and charmed.

* Mary, hasn't thee had thy share ?
Then I'll have no more from this day.”

Ana hv was as good as his word. They
had tke hollday with the old mother, gad
Mary's little capital, saved fromr *the
pint of ale,” wes the sced from which,
as the years rolled on, grew shop, fac-
tory, warehouse, country seat and car-
riage with health, bappiness, pcace and
honour.

Hast got

Charitable Young Lady—" Mrs. Brao-
nigon, I heard that your husband had
seen out of work for a long timo and
that you weore greatly {n need ¢f the
necessaries ot lifo, so I took the liberty
of bringing you this baskot of foocd.”

3iras. Brannigan—"Sure, mum, it's little
food we hov, but phwat it is we gits
along op §t. Thot’s not worryin’ av us.

Th* wakeiy installments on our bicycles .

bees t'rea wakes overdue, an' we do be
afeard thot the dealer will saze thim.
Thot's our throuble, mum I

THR FBENOR PEDDLER.

Not long ago, 1n tho great cily of Parls,
a Ilame peddler entored a Protestant
Tract and Bible store to buy Bsomo
almanacy, which ho meant to sell agaln.
Tho agent spoke to him about God, and
his Son, Jesus Christ, but the than would
vot listen. ‘* God does not troublo him-
self about mo any tors than men do,”
tml ‘uld. “ I've got to look out for my-
[1.) A

The Bible-man thén made him a pro-
ecent of a Fronch Now Tostament, and
askod him to read It; and tho lamo
peddlor, who lived in a Nitlo cart drawn
by a dog, went away.

Thoy dld not see the poddier In that
Bible house again for a long timo; but
many months afterwards, perhaps a
yoar, hoe camo back in his cart, bringing
some sliver Dplecos fn his hand, to buy
Bibles for thoss who had nons. He had
bocome a Christlan Irom reading the
New Testament, and now he wanted
other poor, sad pcoplo to know als dear
Saviour.

Remember when you give a Bible to a
person who bkasn't onec, and espocalnlly
when you persuada that person to road
ft, you are throwing a life preserver to
2 drowning creature. You have good
reason to hopo that he will lay hold of
it and be saved.

HEOTOR'S FARBWELL.

Hector was & long-tried and trusted °
dog, he was an old hound, and the leader
of a pack of hounds. His owner, writ-
ing of him in The Animal World, gives
the following affecting aocount of Hec-
tor’s death :

The old dog became too infirm for the
fleld, and was left at home when tho
pack went out. Year by year hir fecble-
ness grew wupon him, but he was well
cared for and passed his time malnly in
slecping bdeside tho fire. His long nb-
sence from the hunting-fleld caused his
fine, de¢p-toned note to be almost for-
gotten.

“Ono afternoon,” says the owner, “'I
was wrillng fn my room whea suddenly
1 keard the splendid note—as I thought
at the moment—of a strange hound, and
1istened to hear it agaln, when, instead
of its being ropeated, the whola pack, in
the kennel aear my houxo, gave ono
burst as if in tull cry. and as the sounds
dicd away, and all was again bushed in
stillness, my huntsman rushed {nto the
room, saying in an agitated voico:

** Hector iz dead, gir?

“That splendid nots of what [ had
thought a strange hound had been the
old cdog's farewell call to the pack. They
had heard and answered,”

THE: FORGOTTEN ONE.

“To thirk that my brother could for-
get me,” cried Charlotte, tears coursing
down her cheeks, * when I loved him sa,
and longed for our meeting agaln ™

* It is because you ars so changed that
e does not remember you; you were so
Ilittle when you parted,” replied her mam-
ma.  *“You will always be together now,
ard know and love each other as be-
fore."”

“ But it will always grisve mo to thizk
that he forgot me,” sobbed Charlotte.

* Did you ever forget a friend ?”

“1 think not, mamms.*

“Who is your best friend ?”

* Jesus Cbrist, the Saviour.”

“Did you never forget him ¥*°

“Oh, yes! Often, often.”

“ And vet he loves you far moro that
you love your brother How your for-
getfulness must grieve 4im! Did you
ever think of this? Before the throne
of glory Christ remembers us. Shall
we, then, forget him 7"

The Snow.
BY HENRY WADSWORTH LONGPELLOW

Out of the busom of the alir,
Out ot the cloud-folds of her garmecnta
shaken,
Over the woodlsnde brown and bare,
Over the hazrvest-fields forscken,
Silent and soft and slow
Descends the snow.

Even as our cloudy fancles take
Svddenly shape in vomo divine ex-

pressicn,
Even as tho trooblod beart doth make
In the white countenance confession,
The troubled skv reveals
The grief 1t tosls.

This is the poem of the sir,
Slowly In silent sylables recorded.
This i3 the secret of despalr,
Long 1a its cloudy bosom hoarded,
Now whispored and roveeled
To wood and fleld, ~
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Accomplishments,

A girl ahou)d learn to make a bed,
To bake good bisculls, cake, and bread,
‘To handle deftly brush and broowm,
And neatly tidy up a room.

A girl should learn to darn and mund,
To watch the sick, the baby tend,

To have enough of stylo and taste

To trim a hat or 0t a walst.

A girl should learn to value time,
A plcture hang, a ladder climb ;

And not tu a:most ralse tho house
At sight of a wee harmless miouse.

A Rirl shuuld learn to dress with spoeed,
A2d hold tight-lacing ‘gainst her creed ;
To buy her shoes to fit her feot—

To bo above all vain deceit.

\ girl should learn to keep her word,
v spread no further gossip heard ,
Houme or abroad, *e he at easo,

And try her best to cheer and please.

A girl sliould learn to sympathlze,
lfo be rellant, strong, and wise ,
lo ali the helpless gontle be,
And always truly womanly,

A girl should learn to fondly hoild

True woith of value more than gold ,
Accomplished thus, with tender mlen,
tloign, cruwned with love, home » quecn.

LESSON NOTES.

FOURTH QUARTER,
STUDIZS IN THB ACIS AND EPISTLES.

LESSON XII.—DECEMBER 19.
JOHN'S MESSAGE ABOUT SIN AND
. SALVATION,

] Jobn 1. 5 to 2, 6. Memory verses, 8-10.

GOLDEN TEXT.

If we oonfess our sins, hae i faithful
+nd just to forgive us our slns —1 John

. 9
OUTLINE.

1. Light aud Darkness, v. 5, 6.

2. Sin and Forgiveness, v. 7-10, 1, 2,

3. Love and Obedience, v. 3-6.

The First Epistle of John was probably
written about 68 A.D., from Ephesus in
asta Mipour, by the apostle John, and in
all probability contains tbe last exlorta-
won of that apostle to the Church of
Christ.

HOME READINGS.

Jokn's message about sin and salva-
tion—1 John 1. & to 2. 6.

1. All have sinned.—Rom. 3. 19-26.

\v. Consequences of sin.—Isa. 69. 1-9,
th. Returming unto the Lord.—Hosea 14.
v. Lite by Christ.—Rom. 5. 12-21.

3. Perfect sacrifice.—Heb, 10. 12-23.

su. Able to suve,—Heb. 7. 19-28,

GUBESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. Light and Darkness, v. 5, 6.
From whom had a message been sent ?
What was the message ?
What does Jesus say of himself {n John
N, 127
How mry men have
12. 36.
What are bellevers called In 1 Thkess.
?

M.

iight 2 John

What does their walking in darkness
provo ?
2. Sin and Forgiveness, v. 7-10, 1, 2.

What are we exborted to do in Eph.
5. 8?

What are the results of walking in the
iight ?

What is the danger of denylng our
sinfulness

What is

secured by confession ?

Golden Text.

Whom 2o we dishouoir by denial »

Who is the sinner's advocate ?

For whose sin is he the propitiation ?

What is shown in this propitiation
1 John 4. 10.
J. Love and Obedience, v. 3-8.

How may men have 3 knowledge of
wvods jove?  Soce John 14. Z3.

What does negsect of his commands
prove 7

How 1s the love of God perfectod in
us ?

What s the proof of var abiding in
Christ 2 John 15. §.

WWhat 1s the doty of every professed
Chritian ?

Who 18 our example of godly walk ?
Mntt, 15, 29,

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

YWhere in thils lesson are we shown—
1. Christ as our light?

2, Christ @as cur deliverancs ?

3. Christ as our example ?

sl

THE WESLEYS.
BY REV. W. R, HALSTRAD, D.U.

In the time when Methodism had its
beginnings, the mothods of tho Wesloya
v-ore as radical to the Church of England
peoply as aro the ways of the Snlvation
Army people ‘0 us to-day. Yet their
work has gono outsides of the donomina-
tion which they founded.

By tho reflox of the revival thoy
awakened, all religlous bodies in Eng-
Iand were quickoned. Professor Leckey
says the Wesloys savad England from a
f*reach revolution. But the Wealeys ¢id
not start qut to do that particular thing.
Thoy perhaps never thought of thelr
work as having that sort of broad na-
tional outcome.

They did not know themselves to to
practical soclal phfiosophers. They were
unconsclous gtatesmen. ‘They accom-
plished by indiraction what no mortal
could have accomplished directly. It is
not to their discredit that they did not
at first detect and proclaim the sec-
ondary consequences of thelr work. That
would have made them prophetic stutes-
men instead of simple G spel preachers.

The change would have been of doubt-
fui additional honour. These plain and
hard-worked preachers of Jesus and his
fove to sinful men weore greater forces
toward completing the reformation in
Englard, and they had more to do with
the real constructive life of the nation,
than those who have slnce come to famo
on the crested waves of the nation's con-
current soclal movements. The time
will come whcn John Wesley will stand
abead of Gladstone in English history.

To work away on the foundatiops is to
work below the surface. Dowz there it

most of tho hours on the roof of his
house, studying the stars. Ho seoured,
sncond-hand, tho tube of a large 8py-
»lags, Into which he fitted an eye-plece,
and gent to Philadolphia for an object
wlass. DBy-and-byo ho obtalned a flve-
inch glass, which, as you know, is an
fnstrument of considerable sice.

Meanwhile ha worked faithfully ir the
shop of the photographer, but his nights
brought him rare delight; for he never
wearied of tracing out tho wonders and
marvels of the worlds around us. With
the aid of his large spy-glags he dis-
covored two comets hefore thoy were
seen by any of the profossfonal astron-
omers, whose superlor instruments were
continually roaming the heavens in
soarch of the celestial wanderers. This
exploit, you may well suppose, made the
boy famous. He was invited by the
professors in Vanderbiit University to go
th'ter and see what he oduld do with
thelr six-inch telescope. In the course
of the following four years ho discovered
six comets.

He was neoxt engaged by the Lick Ob-
servatory in Callfornia. With the ald
of that magnificont thirty-six-inch re-
fracting telescope, the largest ever mads,
he discovered eight comets, and last
summer astonished the world by dis-
covering the fifth satellite of Jupfiter.
He invented a new method of pnoto-
graphing the nebulae in the milky way,
and has shown an originality approach-
ing geniuvs in bis work in star photo-
graphy.

Perhaps you have already guessed the
name of this famous astronomer, which s
President E. E. Barnard, ot tbe Lick
Observatory, and this is the siory of how
he worked up.—Chicago Record.
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is often cold and dark and damp. Ths
wcrkmen come out cach day begrimed
and muddy, They do not make any
show like the man with the weathercock
for the steeple. But down there, com-
mon honesty brings a higher price than
at any other place on the buildirg.

These men were concerned with the
saving of souls. Like Paul, thiey had no
time to tinker with and modify secondary
forms. Thcy were not reformers—they
were regenerators They worked away
on the bottom things with all thelr
might, and lived to see toe nation trans-
formed. They were wiser than all thelr
critlcs, for they bad the true philosophy
of live and history. Away with the
man who comes with a cocksure scheme
to dezlare that the plain Gospel does not
count. If the world to-day ever gets
away from what these men preached
and sang it will go mad,

A BOY WHO WOBKED UP.

One day many years ago & bright boy
found employmaent in a pbotograph gal-
lory in Nashville, Tenn. Hls wages
were small, but he took good care of
them, and in course of vume he had saved
up a snug little sum of money. One d#ay
a friend, less thiifty than he, came to
him with a long fecs and asked for a
loan of meonz,, offering a book for
security. Although the other knew there
was little probability of his ever belng
sepald, he could not refuse the reguest.

" Here i3 the money, keep your book,
and repay me whea you can.”

The grateful lad went sway in such
heste that he left the book behind. The
kind youth with curlosity examined the
volume. It was & work on astronomy,
by Dick, and it so fascinated him that
he sat up all night studying 1&. He had
nover scen anything which so filied him
with delight. He deétermined to learn
all that he could about the wonders of
the heavens. Ho thenceforth to
read everything he conld obtain relating
to nomy.

The next step was to buy a small. spy-
glass, and night after night he spont

|
|

THE NEW NIAGARA BRIDGE.

The old Railway Suspension Bridge
acress Niagara Rsver below the Falis
has been replaced by a beautiful single
Steel arch, as shown in the above fllus-
tration. The new structure is said to
be the largest single arch steel raflway
bridge in the world. The old bridge
was compleed in 1855, and has passed
into history as a remarkable engineering
work. It has now disappeared, and ex-
actly upon the same spot stands the new
structure. Thie work was ‘one without
the interruption of trafiic, and must be
regarded as a remarkabye achievement of
engineering sk'll. The new bridge,
erected for the Grand Trunk Rallway, {s
a single steel arch of 550 feet in length,
supplemented by a trussed span, at efther
end, of 115 feet in length. This, with
the approaches, makes the total length
of the bridge slightly over 1,100 feet.
The rallway tracks surmounting tho
bridge are 252 feet above the water. The
bridge has two decks or fioors. On the
upper floor there are two tracks for raijl-
way purposes oxclusively, while the lower
ficor contains a wide centmal carriage-
way, double electric rajlway tracks, and
on either side passages for pedestrians.
The new bridge s calcutated “to gustain
a weight of something over six times ho
sustaining capacity of the histeric Sus-
pension Bridge wiich it replaces.

While regretting the disappearance of
so historic a landmark as the tamous

! Suspensior Bridge, one may rejoice that

tke Grand Trunk Railway system, yield-
ing to the demands of a large and ever-
increasing international traffic, has re-
placed it with so substantial, and at the
same time, so beautiful a structure, and
one well worthy its situatiop, in sight
and sound of the most wonderful of God'z
creations—Niagara Falls,

N. Peck—" The dodtor says that my
trouble is only rheamatism in the lum-
bar region.”

3rs. N. Peck—"In the lumber region 2.

Does he mean to say therc is something
the matter ‘with your head 7
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