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THE

CHRISTIAN GLEANER.

Vour. 2. HALIFAX, SEPTEMBER, 1836. No.7.

¢ PROVE ALL THINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHICH 18 GO0D,”

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

CHRISTIANITY is the perfection of that divine philanthropy
which was gradually developing itself for four thousand years. Ttis
the bright effulgence of cvery divine attribute, mingling and harmo-
nising, as the different colouss in the rainbow in the bright shining
after rain, into one complete system of perfections —the perfection of

LLORY to God in the highest heaven, the perfection of PEACE on
easth, and the perfection of GOOD-WILL among men.

The eyes of patriarchs and prophets, of saints and martyrs,
from Adam to John the Baptist, with longing expectation, were
looking forward tu some glarious age, indistinctly apprehended, but
ardently desired. Lach messenger sent from heaven, fraught with
the communications of the Divine Spirit, to illmminate, to reprove,
and to correct the patriarchs and the house of Israel, was brighten-
ing the prospect and chastening the views of the people concerning
the glory of the cO¥' NG AGE. The “ FOUNDER OF THE FUTURE
AGE,” as one of Xsracl’s prophets styles the Messiah, was exhibited,

. in the emblems of the prophetic style, as arising, expanding, and
brightening to view; from the glistening “ Siar of Jacod,” to the
radiating < Sun of Righteousness,” with salutiferous and vivifying
rays.

The person, character, and reign of Messiah the Prince, exhausted
all the beauties of language, all the grandeur and resplendencies of
creation, to give some faint resemblance of them. In adumbrating
Emmanuel and his realm, ¢ Nature mingles colours not her own.”
She mingles the brighter splendours of things celestial with things
tentestrial, and kindly suits the picture to our impaired faculties.
She brings the rose of Sharon and the lily of the vales—the mild
lustre of the richest gems, and the brightest radiance of the choicest
metals. She makes the stars of heaven sparkle in his bard, and the
brightness of the sun shine in hisface, She causes the mountains to
flow down at his presence ; his advent to gladder the solitary placé ;
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hefore him, ¢ deserts to rejoice, and blossom as the rose.” To the
desert, at his approach, he gives the glory of Lebanon, the excellency
of Carmel and Sharon. ) )

Under his peaceful banner and gracious sceptre, the wolf dwells
with the lamb; the leopard lies down with the kid ; the calf, the
young lion, and the fatling, in harmony follow the mandates of a
child; the coivand the biear feed together ; their young ones lie down
in concord ; and the lion eats straw like an ox. The sucking child
plays on the hole of the asp ; and the weaned child puts its haud on
the cockatrice’s der. Under this munificent government the wilder~
ness becomes 4 fruitful field ; and the field once estéemed fruitful is
counted for a forest. .He makes the eyes of the blind to see; the
ears of the deaf to hear ; and the tongue of the dumb to speak.
The stammerer becomes eloquent,, and the wise men of other times
become as babes. He brings the ¢aptive from the prison, and them
that sit in darkness out of the prisin-house. His people march forth,
with joy ; they are led forth with peace. The mountains and the
hills break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field elap
their hands, ;

¢ He shall judge the poor of the people ; he shall save the chil-
dren of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor. They
shall fear him as long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all
geneidtions, He shall come down like rain upon the mown grassa
as showers that water the earth. In his days shall the righteous
flourish, and abundance of peace as long as the moon endureth. He
shall have domiiion from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends
of the carth. They that dwell in th: wilderness shall bow before
him, and his enemies shall lick the dust. The kings of Tarshish and
of the isles shall bring presents : the kings of Sheba and Seba shall
offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down before him : all nations
shall serve him. For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth, the
poor also, and liim that hath no helper. IXe shall spare the poor and
the ncedy, and shall save the souls of the needy. He shall redeem
their souls froin deceit and violence ; and precious shall their blood
be in hissight. There shall be, in his day, a handful of corn in the
eaith upon the top of the mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake
like Lebanon : and they of the city shall flourisk like grass of the
carth. His name shall endure for ever; his name shall be tontinued
aslonig as the sun : and men shall be blessed in him : all nations shall
call hini blessed.” Psalm Ixxii, 4—17. Such were the glorious
things spoken of Zion and her King by holy kings and ancient seers,
fired with propliétic impulse. These are but a taste of the sweetness
which flows in the stream of prophecy, which revived, cheered, and
animated the drooping, disconsolate, and afflicted hearts of the righte-
ous ancients. Such things they uttered who saw his glory and spake
of him, These prospective views of Messiah and his institution pre-
pare us to expect the brightest exhibition of glory in himself, and the
highest degree of moral excellence and felicity in the subjects of his
xeign,
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The fulness of time is come. Messiah appears. Butlo ! he has
po form norcomeliness, ITe comes forth as a languishing shoot from
4 dry and sterile soil. e comes to his own, and his own receive
him not. He comes to the people who had the visions of the Al-
mighty, and who heard the prophecies of the Spirit concerning him ;
yet they reject him as an impostor. They recognise no charms in his
person—no glory in his purposed reign. Their hearts are infatuated
with wordly notions, and they view hin with a prejudiced eye. They
see no diadem upon his head—no sceptie in his hand. They see no
gorgeous apparel cpon his person—no nobies nor princes in his train,
They hear no sound of the trumpet—no confused sound of might
warriors preparing for battle. They see no garments rolled in blood,
norcaptives led in chains. They are offended at the meanness of his
parentage; at the humble birth and character of his attendants ; and
at his own insignificant appearance. 11is glories, and their views of
glory, correspond in no one instance. His glory was that of
unparalleled condescension, incomparable humility, meekness, and
love. The most resplendant gems in his crown were his abject poverty,
his patient endurance of the grossest indignities, and the unreserved
devotion of his whole soul, as the righteous servant of Jehovah, His
victories were not those of a mighty chieftain at the head of many
thousands, marching through opposing raunks, demolishing citadels,
devastating countries, causing iron gates to open at his approach,
and leading bound to his triumphal chariot his captive enemies. No!
his victories were the conquest of all temptations, of death, and of him
that had the power of death. e triumphed over all principalities
and powers of darkness, error, and death.  Tn his death and resurrec-
tion he gained the greatest conquest eyer won : he vanquished death
and the grave; he obtained eternal redemption : he opened the gates
of Paradise, and procured an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and
unfading, forall them that look for deliverance. Such were the
personal achievements of the Captain of our Salvation.

- The precepts of his institution corvespond with his appearance and
deportment amoug men. He inculcates a marality pure as himself,
and such as must vender his disciplessuperior toall the world besides.
He gives no scope to any malignant passions, and checks every
principle that would lea:l to war, oppression, or cruelty, His precepts
tespect not merely the overt act, but the principles from which all
overt acts of wickedness proceed. Ambition, pride, avarice, lust,
malevolence, are denounced, as really criminal, as the actions to
which they give vise. 1lis precepts are no dry, lifeless system of
morality, to be forced upon his disciples, or to be worn as an outside
garment; but they are inculcated by arguments and cousiderations
which, when apprehended, engrave them upon the heart, and render
them of easy practice, The reason, the nature, and the import of his
death, afferd to those who understand it an argument that gives life
aud vigour to all kis pregepts, and that makes his yoke casy and his.
burthen light. L . \
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‘When we turn our attention to the character and exploits of his
first disciples, his ambassadors to the wored, what an illustrious ex-~
hibition of the excellency of his doctrine, and of the purity of his
wmorals do they afford! In them how conspicious faith, hope, and
love I What zeal, what patience, what self-denial, what dcadness
totheworld ! How gladly they spend and are spent in the good
work of faith, labour of love, and patience of hope! They glory m
reproaches, in privations, iu stripes, in imprisonments, in all manner
of sufferings ; yea, in death itself, for the Son of Man’s sake. How
freely, how cheerfully, how laboriously they perforined the ministry
which they had received !  They look for no applause, for no stipend,
no fixed salary, no lucrative office, no honourable title among men.
They have continually in their eye the example of their Chief, «¢ look-
ing off from the ancicnts to Jesus the Captain and Finisher of the
Faith, who, for the joy set before him, endured the cross, despising
the shame, and sat down on the right band of God.” Amidst their
enemies and false friends, how calni, how meek, how prudent, how
resolute, how persevering! They exhibit virtues, in comparison of
which, the virtues of all other religionists appear either as splendid
sins, or as meugre empty names. Such was the character of the am-
bassadors and subordinate ministers of the New Institution.

The societies called Churches, constituted and set in order by
those ministers of the New Testament, were of such as received and
acknowledged Jesus as Lord Messiah, Saviour of the World, and:
had put themselves under his guidance. The ONLY BOND OF UN1ON
among them was faith in him and submission to his will. No sub-
scription to abstract propositions framed by synods; no decrees of
councils sanctioned by kings ; no rules of practice commanded by.
ecclesiastical courts were imposed on them as terms of admission
into, or of continuance in, this holy brotherhood. 1In the ¢ apostles’
doctrine” and in the apostles’ commandments” they stedfastly con-
tinued. Their fraternity was a fraternity of love, peace, gratitude,
cheerfulness, joy, charity, and universal benevolence. Their reli-
gion did not manifest itself in public fasts nor carnivals. They had
no festivals — no great and solemn meetings. ‘Flieir meeting on the
fizst day of the week was at all times alike solemn, joyful, and inter-
esting. Their religion was not of that clastic and porous kind, which
atone time is compressed into some cold formalitics, and at another
expanded into prodigious zeal and warmth. INo—their piety did not
at one time rise to paroxysms, and their zeal to effervescence, and,
by-and-bye, languish into frigid ceremony aud lifeless form. Itwas

the pure, clear, and swelling current of love to God, of love to man,
expressed in all the variety of doing good.

The order of their assemblies was uniformly the same. It did nat
vary with moons and seasons. It did not change as dress, nor fluc-
tuate as the manners of the times. Their devotien did not diversity
itself into-the endless forms of modern times. They had nu monthly
«oncerts of prayer; no solemn convocations; no great fasts, nor
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preparation, nor thanksgiving deys.  Their Chuiches were not frac-
tmed into missionary sucieties, Dible sociclies, educativa‘societics ;
nor did they diean of organising such in the wmld,  The head of a
believing househuld was not in those daysa president or manager of
a board of fuieign missions ; his wife, the president of some female
education svciety ; his eldest son, the 1ccording seeretary of some do-
mestic Bible socicty ; his eldest daugliter, the correspondin g secretary
of a mite sucicty; his servant maid, the vicc-vresideat of n rag
society ; and his little daughter, a tutoress of a Suaday school.
They knew nothing of the Lobbies of modern titnes,  In their Church
capacily alune they moved. They neither transformed themselves
into any vther kind of association, nor did they fracture and sever
themselves into divers societies.  They viewed the Church of Jesus
Cluist as the suheme of ITeaven to ameliorate the world ; as membars
of it, they considered themsclves Lound to do all they could ter the
glory of God and the guod of men. They dare not transfer to a
misstonary society, ur Bible society, or education socicty, @ cent or «
prayer, lest in so doing they should 1ab the Church of 11> glory, and
exalt the inventions of men above the wisdom of God. Jn their
Church capacity alone they moved., The Church they considered
¢ the pillar and ground of the truth;” they viewed it as the temple of
the Lioly Spirit-—as the house of the living God.  They cousicieced,
if tiey did all they could in this capacity, they had nothing left for
any other object of a religious nature.  In this capacity, wide as ity
sphere extended, they exhibited the tiuth in word ard deed.  Their
good works, which accompanied salvation, were the fabours of love,
in ministering to the necessities of saints— to the pocer of the Lrother-
hood.  They did good to all men, but especially to the houschol{ of
faith. They practised that pure and undefiled relizion, which. ia
overt acts, consists in ¢‘ taking care of orphans and widows in their
aflliction, and iu keeping one’s self unspotted by (the vices o) the
world.” B

In their Church capacity they attended upon cvery thing that was
of a social chargcter, that did not belong to the closet ur fire-side. 11
the Church, in all their meetings, they offered up their joiut petitions
for all things lawful, commanded or protised. They left nothing for e
nuissionary prayer nieeting. for seasons of unusual sclemnity or intires,
They did not at one time abale their zeal, their devotlun. theiy
gratitude, or their diberality, that they might have an oppoits iy of
stiowing forth to advantage or of doing semetlhing of great con-
sequence at another. Such things tley condamped in Jews sad
Pagans. No, gentle reader, i the jrimitive Churcli they bl vo
Easter Sunday. Thanksgiving Monday, $hrove Tuesdey, d=n b1 wid-
nesday, Joly Thursday, Guod Priday. nor Preparation S.otarbie.
All days wete alike good—alike preparatior. —uiike thanksgiving.
As soon as some Phusisees that believed began 10 ohserve davs, and
months, and times, and years, so soon did the A pustle Lean o cend
in doubt of then.
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Having taken a cursory view of some of the liading features of the

Christian religion, exhibited in prospective, and in actual existence at
its first institution, we shall in the last place advert to its present
appearance.  But, alas? ¢ how is the fine goll become dim 17 In-
stead of the Apostles’ doctrine, simply and plainly exhibited in the
New Testament, we have got the sublime science of Theology, sub-
divided into scholastic, polemic, dogmatie, and practical Divinity.
instead of the form of sound words given by the Spirit to be held fast,
we have countless creeds, composed of terms and phrases, dogmasg
and speculations, invented by whimsical metaphysicians, Christian
philosophers, rabbinical doctors, and enthusiastic preachers. Instead
of the divinély established order of bishops and deacons, or as they
are sometimes called, élders ‘and deacons, which remained when the
age of*¢ spiritual gifts” and ¢ spiritual men ” passed away, we have
popes, cardinals, archbishops, etropolitan bishops, rectors, pre-
bendaries,deans, priests, archdeacons, presiding elders, ruling elders,
circuit preachers, local preachers, licentiates, elass leaders, abbots,
monks, fiiars, &e. &e. oo : :
" Our devotion often exhibits itself in prayers, in the set phrase of
pompous oratory ; in singing choirs; in long sermous, mogdelled after
Girecian and Roman orations, logical themesand metaphysical essays;
and in raising large sums of money by every way that ingenuity can
devisé, for proinoting the interest of our religious party.

Our zeal burns brightest in contending for orthodox tenets, and a
sort of technical language rendered sacred and of imposing influence
By long prescription:”” Such as the dovenant of works ; the covenant
of grace ; the active and pdssive obedience of Christ; leyel repentance ;
the terms and conditions of the gospel, the gospel offer ; the holy
sacraments ; ‘ministerial] sacramental, and Catholic communion ; the
mediatorial kingdom™ of Christ; the millennium; historie faith,
temporary fuith, the faith of miracles, justifying foith, the faith of .
devils, the faith of assurance, and the assurance of faith ! the direct
act of faith, the reflex act of faith; baptismal vows ; kirk sessions ;
fenceng the tables s metallic tokens, §e. §e. “'Thus tospeak in alerical
dignity, analogically, wmore than®half the language of Ashdod is
mingled with less than halfthe language of Caraan; and the people
are generally zealous about such confounding, misleading, and
arrogant distinctions, which all result in divesting Christianity of its
glarious simplicity, which adaptsit to boys and girls as well as to
philosophers, and which distort it into a mystery, fit to employ
linguists, plilosophers, doctors of divinity, all their icisure hoars, at a
handsome sum per annum, in studying, and then in giving publicity
to their own discoveries, or in retailing those of others.

But into how diverse and opposite extremes and absurdities have
many run in their wild, superstitious, and chimerical views of the
Chnistian religion. Inquisitive reader, turn your eyes to yonder
monastery, built in that solitary desert, filled with a religions order of
monks, and an abbot at their head.  Why have they shut themselves
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out from the woild in that solitary recluse? Is it for the purpose of
becoming more abstemious, more devout, more devoted to tho stud ¥y
of mystic theology ?  1lear them contending whether the Solitaires,
the Coenabites, or the Sarzbaites have chosen the course most con-
genial to the gospel. Sce 1hese poor, gloomy, lazy set of mortals,
habited in their awful black, their innocent white, or their spiritual
grey, according to their order, forsaking all the business and enjoy-
ments of society, spending their days in penury and aftliction for the
siake of sublimer cuntemplations of God and of the heavenly world .
and say, have they ever, seen a Bible! Again, see this sacred
gloom, this holy melancholy, this pious iadolence, becoming so
popular as to affect all the seminaries of Christendom for a tinte !
See it command the respect of the highest dignitaries of the Church ;
and hear them call those haunts of gloom and superstition, as some
of the reformed orders of modern times call our colleges, ¢¢ fountains
and streams_that make glad the city of God,” by qualifying pious
divines! Yes, these monasterics became so famous for piety and
solemnity, that the Church looked to them for her most useful
ministers.
Next, consider for a moment, yon sobbing anchorite, with his
amulet round his neck, his beads solemnly moving through his fingers,
bent upon his naked krces in yon miserable cell, mutiering his ¢ Age
Maria,” and invoking St. Andrew to intercede in his behalf; and
say, hashe a Bible? O yes ! ltlies moulding and moth-eaten on
his shelves !
From this scene of infatuation turn your eyes to vonder dismal
edifice, with iron gates and massy bars.  Within its merciless apart-
ments view the ** minister of religion,” the wmnbussador of Christ,”
attired in his sacred robes, with holy aspect and flaming zeal for the
¢¢ divine honour” and that of his Church, exhorting the vile heretic
on pain of the most exeruciating torments here, and cternal damna-
tion hereafter, to abjure hisheresy.  As an argumeut to enforce his
pious exhortations, observe the red hot pincers in hand, pointing to
the boiling luad, the piles of faggots, the torturing wheels and all the
various engines of horrid vengeance. Do you ask whoishe? I
answer, it is the Reverend luquisitor.  On the most solemn
AUTO DA FL, see this incorrigible heretic brought forward, arreyed
in his santo benito, or sleeveless yellow coat, flowered to the border
with the resemblaunce of flames, of red serge, decorated with his own
picture, surrounded with devils, as doomed to destruction for the
good of kis soul.  Then declare of what use is reason or revelation to
many called Christians !
. But leaving the dungeon and that quarter of the globe, visit the
group of reformed Christians, and see an order of ¢¢ teachers of the
Christian {aith,” ¢ mimsters of religion,” having prepared themselves
by the study of Grecian and Roman fanguages, laws, history, fables,
gods, goddesses, debaucherics, wars, and suicides ; having studied

nangles, squares, cireles, and cllipses, algebra and fluxions, the me-
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chanical puwers, chemistry, natural philosophy, &e. Lc., for the put-
pose of bucoming eachers of the Christian religivn ; and then going
terth with their saddlebags full of scholastic diviaity in quest of a call
to some cligible living ; then ask again, where is the Bible ?

And, stranger still, see that Christian general, with his ten thousand
Soldiers and his chaplain at his elbow, preaching, as he says, the
gospel of vood will among men ; and hear him exhort is generals
and his Chiristian wartiors to go furth with the Bibicin one hand and
the sword in the othcr, to fight the Lattles of God and their country ;
praying that the Lowd vl cause them to fight valiantly, and render
their efforts successful in making as many widowsand orphans as will
aflord sullicient epportunity fur uthers to manifest the purity of their
religion by taking care of them ! If any thing is wanting to finish a
picture of the mwost glaring inconsistencies, add to this thouse Christians
who are duily extolling the blessings of civil and religiousliberty, und
ut the same time, Ly & system of the most crucl oppression, separating
the wile from the embraces of her husband, and the mothor from her
tender offspring ; viulating every principle. and rending every tie
that endems 1ife and reconciles man to his lot ; and that, forsooth,
because ¢ might gices right,” and a man is held guailty because his
skinis a shade dmber than the standard colour of'the times. Adverting
to these <izns of tha times, and many others to which these reflections
necessarily lead, will you not say that this propheey is now fulfilled ?
—2 Tim, iv. 3, 4, ¢ There will be a time when they will Lot endure
wholesom¢ teaching § but having itching ears, they will, accordingto
their own lusts, Licap up to themselves teachers.  And from the truth,
indeed, they will turn aside to fables” Chap. iii. 1—5, ¢ This absu
know, that in latter days perilous times will come,  For men, will be
self-lovers, money-lovers, hoasters, pioud, blasphemers, disobedient
to parents, ungrateful, unholy, without natural affection, covenant.-
breakers, slande s having a form of godliness, but denying the
power of i, NOW FROM THESE TURN awav.” Christian
reader, remember this command—and “ from such turn away.”

From the Religious Literary Journal,

EFFLCTS PRODUCED BY READING THE NEW
TESTAMENT.
“ Aly word shall not return unto me void.”

A-poor studeut at the University of Leipsic, having occasion to,
undestake a journey to his distant friends, was in want of the neces- -
sary money for that purpose. He therefore was induced togoto a
Jearned Jew, to pawn his Bebrew Bible and Greek Testaneat. The
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latter contained the Greck and German text in opposite columns,
The learned Jew, little as he valued this book, was however pre-
vailed upon to give the student half a rix dollar for it. During the
absence of the student, he undertook to read it through, with a view
to confim his mind in eumity against Jusus, to ridicule his person in
the synagogue, and to be better Yrepured to testify his zeal for the
Jewish faith, [liswife and children were not permitted to see the
book ; he was determined to read it alone as a sworn enemy of Jesus,
and to discover the falschood of the Christian religion in all its parts.
As the student was absent for sbout seven weeks, the Jew had
sufficient leisure to perform his task. But as he proceeded to read,
his surprise increased, and a sacred awe pervaded him. In reading
some impressive passages he could scarcely refrain from exclaiming,
Ah, that Jesus were my Saviour {—Having completed the reading,
¥e was astonished at himself, and excendingly perplexed that, in
spite of his earnest desire to find fuel in the New Testament for the
increase of his burning enmity against Jesus, he had discovered
nothing deserving of hatred, but on the contrary much that was
great, sublime, heavenly and divine. At length he charged himself
with silly simplicity and blind folly, and resolved to open the book
nomore. In this resolution he persisted some days. But the con-
solotary and heavenly instructions he had read, and which had left
an indelible impression upon his mind, and the glorious prospect of.
life eternal which had opened before him, did not suffer him to rest
either day or night; and he resolved 1o read the New Testament a
second time fully determined to be more careful in ascertaining that
Jesus and his apostles had justly deserved the hatred of all Jews, in
all ages. Again, however, he was unable {o discover any thing that
was absurd, or which bore the stamp of falsehood, but much wisdom,
inexpressible comfort for an afflicted mind, and a hope of immor-
tality which seemed to rescue him from that dreadful anxiety with
which the thougiits of futurity had often filled him. Still he could
not divest himself of his prejudices, but read the New Testament a
third time with the following resolution ; If I discover nothing the
third time why Jesus and his Apostles, and their doctrine, should be
hated by the Jews, I will become a Christian; but if my wish in
first opening the book is now gratified, I will forever detest the
Christian religion.” During the third reading of the history of
Jesus, his doctrines and promises, he could notrefrain from tears, his
soul was affected in a manner which no pen can describ2, Now he
was quite overcome, the love of the most holy and the most lovely of
the children of men filled his very soul. Being fully determined to
become a Christian, he went without delay and made his desire known
to a Christian Minister. The student returned from his journey, and
brought the borrowed money with interest to redeem his two books.
" The Jew asked him if he would sell the Wew Testament. The
student was unwilling to part with it, but after some persuasion
yielded.—What do you demand Bfor it? asked the Jew. A rix
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dollar will satisfy me, was the reply. The Jew opened a chest, and
laid down one hundred louisd’ors. Take that, said he ; gladly will X
pay more if you desire it. And if at any time i can be of use to you,
only apply to me, and X will be your friend to the utmost of my power.
The student was surprised, and supposed that the Jew made sport of
him, But the latter relaied to him what change of mind had been
wrought in him by reading the New Testament ; upbraided him with
setting so little value on that precious book, and said, ¢ never will X
part with this book, and you will oblige me by accepting of the
money.” From that time he became a sincere Christian,

JUDGE HALE ON FAITH.

The following are the sentiments of the excellent Lord Chief
Justice Hale, on this subject, extracted from the English New
Baptist Magazine and Evangelical Repository.

¢ As touching the act of faith,” he remaiks, ¢ it is no other than
a sound, real, and firm belief of sacred truth ; and therefore it seems
that they that perplex the notion of faith with other intricate and
dbstruse definitions, either render it very difficult or scarcely intelligi~
ble, or else take into the definition or descriptiun those things that are
but the consequences and effects of it. Fle that hath this firm per-
snasion will most certainly repent of his sins past, will most certainly
endeavour obedience to the will of God, which is thus believed by him
to be holy, just and good, and upon the obedience or disobedience
whercof depends his eternal happiness or misery, will certainly depend
upon the promises of God for this life and that to come : for those
are as natural effects of such a firm persuasion, as it is for the belief
of a danger to put 2 man upon means to avoid it, or for the belief
of a benefit to put a man upon means to attain it. Some things are
of such a nature that the belief or knowledge of them goes no further,
but it rests in itself as the belief of bare speculative truths: but some
things are of such a nature, as being once truly and firmly believed
or known, carry a man out to action, and such are especially the
knowledge or belief of such things as are the objects of our fears or
of our hopes ; the belicf of such objects do naturally and witha kind
of moral necessity, carry a man out to action, to the avoiding of such
fears, and the attaining of such hopes. And therefore faith or
belief in reference thereunto comes often in the Scriptures under the
names of hope and fear, as being the proper efiects of it. Instances
we have of both, 2 Cor. v. 10,11, ¢ For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Cheist, that every oue may receive the things
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good
or bad. . Knowing therefore the terrors of the Lord we persuade men.’
1 Johniii. 2, 3 — But we know that when he shall appear, we shal}



Judge Hale on aith. 155

t;e like him, for we shall see him as he is: and every man that hath
this hope in him purifieth himself, even asheis pure.”

“Therefore we need not be so solicitous touching the nature of faith,
what kind of faith it is that must save us : certainly if it be a truo
and real assent of the mind to these great truths of God, it must be
operative, according to the nature of the things balieved which are
in order to working; and therefore if it have not that affect, itis
not faith or assent : if it have it but weak and imperfectly, itis evi-
dent'that theassent is weak and fluctuating : if it have that effectat
sometimes but not at others, it is evident that the assent is suspended
orintermitted,”and not actually exercised at these intermissions. Ifa
man were really and fully persuaded that if he took such a journey
to-morrow, he should certainly break his leg, he would as certainly
not go. Or if he were under a certain persnasion that if he took
such a drink, he should certainly recover his lost health, it were as
certain he would drink it: and if @ man were actually and fully
persuaded that if he used such a means he should attain everlasting
happiness; or if he should commit such 2 sin, he should certainly
lose it, it were scarce morally possible that a reasonable man in his
wvits would omit the one, or commit the other.

¢ And to say, this is but an historical faith, and that the devils
have as much, they believe and tremble, and they do as fully assent
to Divine truth as any can do, yet it avails them not, concludes
nothing ; the reason is evident, because the salvation to be attained,
the faith which is the instrument to attain it, coucerns them not,
neither are they irn a state to be advantaged by it ; but it is other-
wise with man. If T should acquaint a stranger that if my son doth
such a thing ¥ will give my son five pounds, though the stranger
believe itis really truc as any thingin the world, yet it puts him not
apon the action, bezause he is not concerned in the reward, so he is
not concerned it the means ; butaccorling to the belief that my son
hath, it will or will not put him on the action. If he believe me not,
he will not doitall; if he belicve it fuintly and doubtingly, he will
perform the action accordingly ; but if he believe it truly and fully,
and setany value upon the reward, Le will perform it cheertully ; for
he is concerned in the reward, and in the means to attain it.”

“ Faitl therefore is a firm assent to the sacred truths, whether the
truths relate to things past, as that God made the world, that Christ
the Messiah is comein the flesh, &c. &c. or to things preseat, as that.
Ahnighty God beholds all 1 do, and knows all 1 think, or that he
isa reconciled Tather unto me in Josus Christ ; or things to come,
which principally excite thuse two gicat movars of the soul, hope and
fear, in relation to the future life of rewards and punishments”
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MOURNING APPAREL.

We invite the attention of the public, to the following extracts on
this subject, which we have made, fiom the Boston Christian Watch-
man, with a view to incite them to act in this matter from iational,
benevolent, aud christian motives, rather than from the tyrauny of a
merc custom, which has not one good reason to sanmction its
continuance, and many to induce to its abandonment. ‘

The color of our garments, must of course, in itself, be morally a
matter of no importance ;—But to make it essential, to wear black,’
or (as is done in some other countries) white ; whenever a death
oceurs in a family, must in all cases be useless—may in many be
moratly injurious—and in some be often sinful and unjust. Who
does not know within his own experience, of such cases as are referred
toin these extracts 7 where rcspectable families of limited means (to
say nothing of the poorer classes) have been stinted of the necessaries
of life to enable them to conform to this custom, and not to appeai
singular—where the house of mourning has been turned into a housé
of dress muking and idle talk—uwhere the apparel deemed so essential
has been procured at the expence of debts contracted, which it was
found afterwards difficult or impossible to discharge. ' ’

If these things are so ! are christians not called upon to act in this
matter according to the broad and benevolent principle involved in
the Apostle’sresolve :— ’

¢ 'Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no
flesh while the world standeth, lest £ make my brother to offend.”

' . : Eviron,

Itis an unfortunate circumstance that the custom of wearing this
external token of sorrow, is carried to such an extent as it is in many
places.—1It has sometimes been a very burdensome tax on the poor,
and not only induced ncedy families to expend the money with which
they ought to have purchased the means of subsistence, but inclined
them to contract debts for conforming to this custom, which after:
wards they found difficult to discharge. We believe that the excel-
lent Deacon Bolles, who lately died at Hartford, Ct. requested his
wife and children to wear no mourning at his fuueral. And we leary
too, that at a recent meeting of the Baptist Churchin IMartford, it was
resolved, that in their opinion, the custom of wearing mourning
apparel for deceased friends affords no real evidence of grief, and is
productive of no good, they therefore recomxmended " that it Le
discontinued.— Christian Watchman, Vol. 11. p. 34.

An article from the New York Daily Advertiser, on the subjuct.
of mourning dresses, was copied into the Courant of the 3d inst. aud
an editorial article approving it, saying, “We are glad to hear
voice raised against the efforts which are making to abolish the custom
of wearing mourning apparcl, ou the death of friends.” ¥t seems
right to ofter a fow observations upoen this subjeet with which 1 have
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long been familiar; yet not before now having any kuowledge that it
was before the public.” ' ’

<A mourning garb gives public notice of the situation of those who
are in afiliction from the loss of friends, informing others that they
wish to commune with their own hearts, without being disturbed by
the frivolities of the world around them.” ——-IVCL'U- York article.

Tere are two distinct views of the subject.—Such a garb does
indeed give public notice of the death of a relative, if seen by the
public ; but it does not give the public any assurance of sorrow, or
of mourning ; for we may judge from what bas transpired within our
knowledge, that in geueral it is not proof, but a doubtful evidence of
sincerity. Aud further, I cannot admit that a consciousness of this
“ public notice” affurds any real, or religious consolation to the per-
son that wears the garb. To our friends and neighbors, whose sym-
pathy and condolence we may need and desire, notice is useless;
and they can better judge than the publie, whether we mourn or
rejoice ; indeed, strangers feel no interest in it.

As every view we take of human life, in connexion with death,
and the solemn concerns of the soul, should be tested by the eriterion
of religious prineiple, I will on this ground ofler my ideas of the latter
part of the last quotation, in order to show that the “mourning garb”
does not furnish any evidence of a *¢ wish to communc with their own
hearts.” ' :

I have personally witnessed, and through alonger life than falls to
the common lot of man, the practice of families on the death of a
member ; and in this respect, generally of one character, though of
different grades.  As svon as convenient, after the corpse is in its
winding sheet, the sheps are searched for fashionable smourning ;
the miliner and mantuamaker called upon, and the neighboring
svomen employed, more or less, in fitting out the family in a fashion-
able manner.  From this to the time of the burial, the bereaved re-
latives, especially the female part, have but little leisure < for com-
munion with their own hearts ;” and from being so oceupied, their
minds are sorrowfully disqualified for serious meditation upun death,
and the awful scenes that follow it. But they are now fitted for six
months, and then a half mourning must be prepared for the next. six,
whichwill complete the mourning period! 11

1 would here propose an appeal to any or every intelligent person,
that has passed throngh such a course, and inquire ; to which was it
most conducive, to sorrow, or to pride? T{to the former, my views
are erroneous—if to the latter, can we consistently withhold our as-
sent to the abolition of the custom ?

Can it tiuly be suid, that this practiceis adopted as a guard against
the “frivolity of the world around them ?” 1 it were against thew
own, they could find a rativnal argument for it.  But the Christian
a~mo sustains the soul in humble confidence in the BEverlasting
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Povwer, though it be through decp trials and conflicts. 1Xow do
these appear in contrast, asa defence against the frivolities of thé
world! - .

<« Those who may wish to shut out all serious reflection, who de-
sire to forget their friends, and aever to think of death, and its con-
gequences, may naturally enough fall into the practice of not wear:
ing mourning apparel,—N. Y. article. '

3

It is an unquestionable iruth, that should be semembered, that
mourning apparel is adapted to the gazé of other people ; that thisis
the primary object ; and that improvement in the concerns of ths
soul of the individual wearing it, is but a secondary consideration, if
this is even thought of. Shallow iadeed must the impressions have’
been made, if the remembrance of a departed friend is dependent
upon external marks. * Xt the reconciliation of endearing associations,
and of the heart-rending scene when these were dissolved by the stroke
of death, can only be revived by the presentation of a piece of black
cloth to the outward vision, I am lost in a labyrinth of forgets
fulness ; and the many precious seasons when such recollections
have softened the soul, even into the sweetness of weeping, un-
observed by mortal eye, have been mere illusions. And such has
been the conditions of thousands, who, against the dictates of their
own judgment, have worn the outward <“symbols” of mourning.

Does the omission of mourning appare! shut out all serious reflec-
tion? Can we admit that in seasons the best adapted to it, seasons
of stillness and retirement, the mind is a blank, as it relates to seri-
ous reflection? That it is so with many of those who adopt the
custom I have no doubt. o ‘

Ifone has been removed from us, to whom we were bound by the
strongest bonds of natural and of heavenly love, and whose release
from the pains and conflicts of human nature we welcomed, and even
rejoice in-the full assurance that the departed spirit was prepared for
the mansions of glory; the tyrant, cusfom, would make us seem to
mourn, or say, that all the finer feclings of the human heart are ab-
sent from us. What? mourn because a dearly beloved fiiend has
exchanged a world of sin, of sorrow, and of pain, for the heavenly
world, and the society of saints and angels ! ! ! : '

T the death of one to whose spirit heaven would be an irksome
place, there is just cause for mourning : but thishas not been adverted
to, as a plea for “mourning apparel;” and' yet, all other causes
dwindleinto insignificance in the comparison. 'Thesolemn, the awful
consideration of a departure to a state of endless suftering, fills the
Christian mind with a silent mclancholy, that docs'not ébtrude itself
upon public notice. s .

The death of a friend is peculiarly adapted to solemuize the con-
sideration of the refribution that follows, and to lead us wto close
self examination in the view of that approaching period.  1f it is too

=
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maeh {o have the whole sonl absorbed in the contemplation of this
infinite and boundless subject—then offer it the toys of fallen nature
for its diversion, nor letit stop to inquire, DoEs Gop APPROVE
THEM? . .

Tt is evident to me, that the assignable reasons for dispensing with
the outward, and often deceptive, evidence of mourning, are broader
and deeper than people are aware of —C, Watchman, vol. 12. p. 197,

»

CHRISTIAN MORALITY!

, IIUSBAND AND WI¥E.

TuE believer is taught by the Scriptures to look to his Saviour in
every circumstance of life : indoing this he is greatly assisted by
Paul, who repcatedly points out how each relationship in society
shadows forth, under some view or other, Christ the Iead of ail
things visible. This fundamental idea, which so directly leads us to
¢grow up into him in all things,” gives to our various social ties a
sacred, almost a sacramental character ; and to nune more so than to
the most intimate union between human creatures—that of ITussAND
and Wire.

* Wites, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the
Lord : for the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christis the
head of the Church. Therefore asthe Church is subject unto Christ,
so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.” Eph. v.
22—24. 'Thissubjcction of the wife isnot to be merely that of weak-
ness tostrength ; noris it simply enjoined as an absolute command of
God; butitis meant to be a holy counterpart of the Church’s re-
lationship and submission to the Lord Jesus himself. In this view,
there is nothing in it degrading ; cvery self-denying act which is
thereby entailed upon the woman, becomes an act of religion, well-
pleasing to her supreme Head in the skies, who will in due time
enrich her everlastingly with ¢ the recompence of the reward. .

Whoever would ascertain the proper deportment of a wife, must
meditate on that which the church owes to the Lord ofall. This
scriptural type of wedded union teaches the woman to rely upon her
Lord for all needful supplies; to administer to his family what she
receives from him; and to pour outinto lis sympathising ear the wants
and sorrows both of herself and her children ; she is to yield him her
strongest affection, to seek her highest enjoyment in his society,
and to adopt his will (if not opposed to God’s,)in every thing.

Those whose hearts -are thus knit unto their husbands, are bound
to praise God for having poured that blessing into the cup of their
ivedded life; Dbut let each wife still remember, that as submission is
enjoined, not as a pleasure, but a duiy, the arch-tempter will as-
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suredly watch'his opportunity to make her rebel against it, or to ren-
der it reluctantly. - . . ,

"There isa peculiar lot, which this very tefuptation renders one of
sore trial ; namely, where God by his word has implanted -in the
‘oman’s breast a principle of divine life, 2 new and holy end to be
attained in all her ways, while her husband remains umniluenced bj
the truths of christianity. . . o b

For females so situated, guidance is provided by the word of God.
They are not to sufter their hearts to grow alienated ; they must not
manifest indifference, still less sullenness; the Apostle instructs them
how to conduct themselves: ¢ Ye wives, be in subjection to your
own husbands; that, if any obey ot the word, they ma; without the
aword be“ion by the conveisation (not the talk, but the-deportment,)
of their wives ; while they behold your chaste conversation coupled
with fear (of God). Whose adorning, let it not be that outward
adorning of plaiting the hair, and wearing of gold, or putting on of
apparel; but the hidden man of the Zearz, in that which is not cor-
Tuptible, even the ornament of 2 meek and quiet spirit, which in the
sight of God isof great price.” 1 Pet. iil, 1—4.

According to these inspired directions, the believing wife is not té
depend on her powers of preac.iing,for the conversion of her husband..
Indeed, great caution and reserve are proper in.attempting to enlight-
en his mind, lest she appear to her husband to set herself up as his:
teacher ; and this would not win, hut disgust him; it would be too
inuch like a usurpation of dignity and authority over him, and so a
subversion of Christ’s ordinance, which, by the subjection of the
woman, shadows forth His Church in entire subordination to Him.
The blessing to her husband through her means is not promised to
her justructions, but to her example without the word, to her chaste,.
and prident deportment, to her depth of principle manifesting itself
in all things, to-her invariablefear of God, to her deadness to finery
and fashion in dress, to her meek and quiet spirit, which is of great
price before God and man,  T%ese 2re the powerful arms with which
tlie wife is to strive for her husband’s salvation ; and while they are
calculated to be the most prevailing with him, they are assuredly the.
most beneficial to herself and all around her.

Our Heavenly Tather indicates the only path by which women
may win their husbands unto Christ; itis ¢ to besober, to love their.
husbands, to Iove their ch‘ildren, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at
home, good, obedient to their own husbands, thatthe word of God be
not blasphemed.” (Titusii. 1—5. .

If it be his divine will to change herhusband’s heart, that consu-
mation will be far better forwarded by her humble and Christian
deportment, than by eloquent reasoning, or even than by endearing
entreatics. ¢ Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain
thee ; commit thy way unto Him, and ¥e shall bring it to pass.”
(Psalin Iy 22; xxxvil. 5.)
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The apostolical injunction to wives, to be ¢ keepers at home,” is
extremely seasonable in the present disipated state of general society.
Tt will appear with the stronger force, when we consider how totally
unknown, in the apostle’s tine, were those promiscuous assemblies
at night so common in our time. If such a caution was requisite to
Christian mistresses of families, in an age and country when females
lived so secluded, what would the Holy Spirit have indited as «
caution in modern times ?

‘The Bible is not less urgent in pressing the duties of husbands,
than those of wives. The apostle enjoins Christian men to ¢ love
their wives, even as Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it.
For thiscause shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall be
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be ove flesh ¢ this is a great
mystery, but Ispeak concerning Christ and his church. Neverthe-
less, let every one of you in particular so love his wife even ashim-
self; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.” (Ephes, v.
25—-83.) Husbands are here exhorted to look to Christ’s relation-
ship to the church, as the great exemplar of their own conduct
towards their wives. Jesus watches over the church with unceasing
solicitude; Ile counts the wrongs done to her as offered to himself;
He provides for all her necessities; ITe directs her by his counsel,
supports ker in every difficulty, lends an ear to all her complaints,
sympathises with all her weaknesses, shares in all her sorrows; and
pardons, through love, all her faults and offences.

1n a connexionso intimate as marriage, nothing is more essential to
harmonions co-operation, than a clear knowledge of the irue grounds
of that authority lodged with one party. It is expressly revealed,
that in the management of the family, the husband stands ina situa-
tion analogous to that of Christ over the church; the wife isinformed,
not by her husband, but by God himself, that as Jesus Christ is
governor, in the church, so is her husband in the family, His
authority there, however, like the Saviour’s over the church which
He bought with his own blood, has its origin in love, and is meant
to be wholly directed by love for their common benefit. What a
situation full of high responsibility! Inreturn for the trust committed
to him, and for the honour put upon him, God binds him to the fulfil-
ment of corresponding duties and to abound in every act of real affec~
tion. And the model placed before him, by which to regulate his
kindness, gentleness, forbearance, long-suffering, patience, pity, and
goodness towards the weaker vessel, is nothing less than Christ him-
self in the work of redemption ! The appointment of such a patiern
says more than a thousand precepts against tyranny, injustice, harsh
language, or bitterness of spirit. If any imaginable command laid
upon husbands could secure the welfare of their wives, it is precisely
that of acting towards them in all things as Jesus has acted and still
acts, and ever will act, towards his church. The provision made for
conjugal happiness in scripture cannot be mended. Only obedieiit
heartsto the divine directions are ixeedcd in both husband and wife,
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to realize the utmost degree of happiness attainable in this life of
vanity and trial.

In conclusion, it is highly pleasing to observe that in our country,
whose institutions have always recognized Christianity as* part and
parcel of the common law’ of the land, the laws aftecting the marriage
state do most accurately picture forth the relative offices of the Saviour
and the church of his redeemed ones, ‘The wife, upon her marriage,
loses her paternal name, by its being absorbed into that of her husband:
so the church is loosed from the paternity of the first Adam, her father
according to the flesh, and is made one with the second Adam, Jesus
Christ. The wife, howcver mean her condition by birth, becomes
equal in rank to her husband, even to be, by masriage with a prince,
partner of a throne she was not born to inherit : so the poor, mortal,
degraded, dying church shall sit with Christ upon his throne, and be,
as He is, a sovereign. The wife, whatever the amount of her debts
either before or after marriage, is not answerable for : the husband must
defray them all: in like manner the church, who was utterly ruined,
and hath nothing wherewith to pay, has had every obligation discharged
by the wealth of Jesus; and still, from day to day, her daily accu-
mulating sins are all laid to the account of her heavenly bridegroom.

LORD’S SUPPER.

SCRIPTURAL ARGUMENTS, that the commemorative ordinancs
of the Lord’s death, usually called the Lord’s Supper, is a divinely
instituted, part of the worship, and edification of all Christian churches
on every Lord’s-day—The day which commemorates the Lord’s
resurrection.

Argument 1st is derived from the nature, importance and design
of the ordinance. The Lord’s supper is a positive institution, Itis
entirely founded on the authority of Christ. The sole obligation to
observe this ordinance arises out of its appointment by Christ.—It
would have been our duty gratefully and devoutly to have remembered
our Saviour's dying love, though no express command had been given
to that effect, but it would not have been our duty to have expressed
this grateful and devout recollection by the eating bread and drink-
ing wine, had not Jesus Christ said, ¢ Do this in remembrance of
me,”—The ordinance then embodies in it, Christ’s claim on the
implicit obedience of his followers, and holds him forth as their
{awgiver as well as their Saviour.

The Lord’s Supper contains in it, an emblesatic confirmation, as
well as an emblematic exhibition of christian doctrine. It presents
to us not only the truth, but its evidence. There can be no reason-
able doubt of the reality of any event which is of such a nature, as
that men’s senses can clearly and fully judge of it; which took place
publicly, and in commemoration of which public institutions were
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imwmediately appointed, and have continued to be observed with
‘uninterrupted succession till the present time. The facts of owm
Lord’s death, and resurrection, are facts, to which these characters
belong. They were events of the reality of which, men in the
exercises of the senses common to the species, could clearly and fully
Jjudge.—They took place publicly. " In theinstitutions of the Lord’s
Supper, and the Lord’s-day, institutions closely connected in the
Scriptures, we have public observances instituted in commemoration
of these events, and” which we know from the most indubitable
evidence, have Leen uninterruptedly observed from the period of theit
institution down to our own times. Itis impossible for the ingenuity
of infidelity, to account satistactorily for these facts on any principle,
which doesnotinvolve in it the truth of Chiristianity, and it does not
seem possible, to conceive of a moie simple yet more effectual method
of transmitting unimpaired, the principal evidences of the truth of
Christianity, in the miracvlous events accompanying the Saviour's
death and resurrection, than by wrapping them up, if the expression
may be used, in the two kindred positive institutions of the Lord's
supper, and the Lovd’s day. '

When the disciples meet on the Lord's day, around the Lord’s
table they preach the truth, and exhibit its evidence ¢ that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures’ ; and that he rose again
on the third day, according to the Scriptures ; that he is their lawgiver
as well as Saviour—they are furnished with renewed arguments
against sin—and with renewed incentives to love him, who has thus
loved us, and washed us from cur sins in his own blood. lence
from what the Scriptures generally teach of the nature, and im-
portance, and design of the ordinance, may be deduced (even without
more direct evidence,) sufficient evidence'to convinee christians that
itis as consistent with revelation, as with reason, that on every Lord’s
day, the disciples should come together, and in their worship, and for
their edification, statedly shew forth the Lord’s death till he come.

Argument 2d. It is express matter of revelation that this ordi-
nance was as stated a part of worship as any other. That the first
Christian Church that met in Jerusalem, and which was constituted
by the Apostles of our Lord, did as statedly attend upon the breaking
of bread, as they did upon any part of the Christian worship. So
Luke records, Acts 1i. 42—¢ They continued stedfastly in the
Apostles’ doctrine, and fellowship, and in bréaking of bread, and in
prayers.” Qught we not, then, to continue as stedfast in the break-
g of bread, asin the aposties teaching—fellowship and prayeis?

Argument 3rd.  The Lord commanded the apostles to teach the
disciples, all things, whatsoever he had commanded them. Matt.
xxviii. 20.  Whatever thes the churches did by the appointment,
or concurrence of the aposties, they did by the commandment of the
Lord Jesus, and whatever acts of worship, the apostles taught o1
sanctioned in one church, they taught and sanctionad in all churches,
because all under whe same government. of onc and the same King,
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But we have in Acts xx.7. a scriptural example recorded thar
upon the first day of the week, the disciples came together to break
bread.—The Aposde tarrying at Troas veven days to meet the dis-
ciples when they come together, and departing ;mmcdiately after on
the Monday, strengthens the evidence, that the first day of the week
was the fixed day when the disciples came together to observe this
ordinance. Other corroborating evidences, that the first day of the
week was the stated day for the disciples to come together for religious
worship, are found in the fact, that Paul says, he had given orders to
all the churches in Galatia as well as in Corinth, to attend to the
fellowship, or the laying up in store as God had prospered them
for the poor Saints, on the first day of every week—as Macknight
justly renders * Kata mian sabbaton” < the first day,of every week,”
{i Cor. xvi. 2.) TFor every linguist will admit that ¢ Kath
cncran,” means every day or daily— Kata etos”—(Luke ii. 41,)
¢ every year.”—<¢ Kata polin”"—*in every city”’—(Tit. i. 5.)—And
therefore in the same usage—¢¢ Kata mian sabbaton,” means the first
day of every week. But not only do we learn from the word of in-
spiration, that the disciples came together on the first day of the week
to break bread, but also,

Argument 4th, That the Church at Corinth also met every first
Cay of the week, and that a chief purpose of their coming together
into one place was also to eat the Lord’s suprer—(I. Cor. xvi. 2,
xi. 20,)—Keeping in mind that Paul commanded the church at
Corinth to lay by in store their contributions on every first day of the
week, and that this is agreed on all hands to prove the weekly
meeting of the saints—with this concession in mind we have only to
notice what is said— (Chap. xi. 20.)—¢ When ye come together therc-
Jfore into one place, thisis not to cat the Lord’s supper.” To eat
thus, as is alluded to (in verse21) is not to fulfil properly the purpose
of your coming together, thereby declaring that this was a chief
object of their meeting. As when a teacher reproves his pupils
for wasting time, and not attending to their lessons, which they have
come together on purpose to attend to; he cannot remind them more
forcibly of the object of their coming to school, nor reprove them
with more point than to say ‘“when you act thus, this is not to
assemble to learn.” This is the exact import of the apostles address,
“‘when you come together into one place on the first day of the weelk,
and act as you do, this is not to eat the Lord’s supper.”—We have
incidantal evidence then, from the Epistle to thie Corinthians—that
that church met for religious purposes every first day of the week. and '
that when they came together it was to eat the Lord’s Supper ; a
declaration of the practice of the primitive churches, and of the
commands of the apostles, as explicit as could incidentally be given —
differing only from a direct command, in the form in which it is
expressed, (and the Apostles only censuring theirimproper manuner in
doing it—while in verse 1, 2. he praises them for keeping the ordi-
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nauces as he delivered them,) is alone as high authority as we could
sequire, to come together on the first day of the week to eat the
Lord’s Supper. )

ina word then, without any speculation, or cunjecture, scriptural
reasous for this practice may be clearly learned, ‘

1st. Trom what the New Testament reveals of the nature, design
and connection, of the oaly two positive commemorative institutions
of christianity—the Lord’s Day, and the Lord’s Supper—exhibiting
the truth, and proof, of his death, and resuyprection—the foundation of
the peace, and hope of christians,

2ndly.—Trom the fact, which the Bible teaches, thatevery divine
commemorative ordinance of God had a fixed time pointed out for
their observance.—From the one to hie observed weekly as a com-
memoration of the end of creation, to those which record the death and
resurrection of Jesus when the work of redemption was finished.

3dly.—From the fact, that if the Scriptures do not point out a
fixed period for the observance of this commemorative institution,—its
observance at any one time, could not be enforced, as being according
to the revealed will of God.

4thly,—From the fact, that the New Testament expressly reveals,
that the breaking of bread, was as stated an ordinance of worship as
any other—i{ is written, that the Disciples <¢ continued stedfastly in
the Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship and in breaking of bread, and
in prayers.”—Acts il 42. .

Sthly.—From the Scriptural example divinely recorded respeeting
the Church of Christ at Froas, that ‘“apon the first day of the
week when the disciples came together to break Lread Paul
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow,”—Acts xx. 7.

Gthly.—From the fact, that the same practice is revealed (though
incidentally) respecting the Churchat Caninth ; they came together
every first day of the week. (I. Cor. xvi. 1.) Though reproced for
the manner, yet they weie praised that they “Lept the ordinances as
the Apostles delivered them,” (Ch. xi.1.) Under these circumstances
it is written respecting them—< When ye come together therefore
into one place, thisis not to eat the Lord’s Supper, for in eating
every one taketh before other his ownsupper, and oune is huagry, and
another is drunken.”—Ch. xi. 20.

Comparing and adding together then, what the Secriptures teach
on this subject, with the particular references made to Acts ii. 42.
xx.7. ¥.Cor.xvi.l. Ch. xi. 1. 2.and verses 20, 21, Christiuns
have an amount of scriptural evidence, that this was a stated obser-
vance for their worship, and for their editication, on every Lord’s-
day, which they will not find more dircet, or exceeded, in favor of
any other.  And that therefore itis according Lo the will of Christ,
and in obedience Lo hiw, and acting under the inflaence of Apostolic
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practice and teaching—thut they come together, on every Lordls-
day to eat the Lord’s supper—and as uft as they do it, to doit m
{cmembrance of him, who to each partaher, seems renewedly tosay—
¢ This is my body broke for sin, '
« Receive, and eat the living food ;

T take the cup, and bless the wiue,

¢ *Tis the new covenant in my blood.

¢ Do this, my friends till time shail end,

< In memory ot your dying friend—

¢ Meet at my table, and record

¢ The love of your departed Lord.

¢« For when my feast you celebrate,

¢ You shew my death, you sing my name,
< Till I return, when you. shall eat, '
¢ The marriage supper of the Lamb.”

APOSTACY.
[From the Millenial Harbinger, Vol. I1.]

Tew, if any, of the great transitions in human life or character are
instantaneous. In the mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms the
changes are gradual and progressive. Few of them are perceptible
to the most diseriminating eye, except at considerable intervals. 1n
universal nature all things are progressive,  From the first opening of
the eyelids of the moming; from the first dawning of the day to the
blushing beauties of the rising sun ; from the awakening of the balmy
zephyrs of the Springto the solstitial warmth of a Midsummer noon;
from the first buddings to the mellow fruits of Autumn, how im-
perceptible, but how progressive is the change as it advances, and
how manifest at the expiradon of these intervals ! .

In the animal kingdom the same progress appears in every thing,
and in nothing more than in the human family. The infantin pass-
ing on to manhood exhibits in every month some new development,
which the ever watchful attentivn of a mother’s eye can discern only
at considerable intervals, But this is the order of the universe. 1t
was so in creation ; it is so in providence ; it was, and is,and will be
so in redemption.

This progress appears not only onward and upward towa-ds per-
fection, but onward and downward towards destruction in all the
kingdoms of nature. The grass withers, the blossom fades, the fruit
decays, the ripe vegetable and animal gradually vanish away. The
full blown rose drops its leaves one by one till ol are gone.  The full
grown tree drops its leaves, then its branches, finally its trunk, The
})‘x:ogrcss out of life is as gradual asthe progress into life and through

ife.
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In religion the same progress is apparent. Repentance itself is
ceasing to do evil and wlearning to do well.  Men grow in virtue
and in vice.  Laith, hope, and love are progressive. Iabit is
the offspring of repeated and progressive acts. No man becomes
a profligate in a day, woristhe Christian character attained by a
few efforts. Tlence the means of morai Jife, health, and perfection;
are as abundant and as necegsary as the means of animal and vegeta-
ble life and growth. .

Christians may grow in favour, in moral courage, patience, god-
liness, brotherly kindness, and universal good will, as they grow i
stature. But this growth is not attained by wishing, bui by
abounding in the work of faith, the labour of love, and in the patience
of hope.

Apostacy is not the work of a moment—it is not an instantaneous
change. As, in ascending a lofty eminence, so in descending, we
make but ong step at a time. He that is condemned to death for
taking away the life of his fcllow man, in retracing his steps cad
often discover the first covetous thought or revengeful feelingin the
long progress of crime which terminated in the most enormous of alt
acts of wickedness against his brother man, Thoughts precede
words, and both generally precede actions, Murder, adultery,
theft, and every immorai or unrighteous act, first exist in thought ¢
« Lust when it has conceived biings forth sin, and sin when it
is perfected brings forth death.” 1le that hates his brother is a
murderer, because murder is tound in the fruits wiich grow from
hatred.

The numerous cauticns found in tlie New Testament intimate the
danger of apostacy. Where there is 1o danger no caution is
necessary ; but cautions always denote danger. ¢ Take heed,
brethicn, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in
departing trom the living God.” We have sometimes marked the
course of apostates, and heard the mourntul narratives of others who
have made shipwreck of faith and a good conscience. Sometimes
the mournful tale begins with, ¢ 1 did not as constantly read the
good Book as I had been accustomed to do.  ‘Fhen I did not find so
much delight in sceret prayeras 1 {found before. Qccasionally a day
has passed without ever meditating on any of the communications of
God to man, and without calling upon the name of the Lord. This
led to a greater remissness in other duties. I did not guard my lips
nor keep my heart as formerly. T repented and reformed; but
tound it more easy to become remiss a second time than before. I
used to meet thrice every Lord’s Tday with the brethren. But, after
having once or twice fallen off from my former zealand devotioi, 1
made twice a-day suffice. A little indisposition, a head-ache, or
some slight domestic inconvenience, soon become a good excuse for
going but once on the Lord’s Day 1o unite with the brethren in the
praises of the Lord. But my interest in the disciples began to
diminish as my zeal began to cool. I could now sce more flaws in

.
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them than formerly, and less difference between them and otheis.
1 could then find some very good companions uinong the non-profes-
sors, and began to think them almost as good Christians as my
brethren,  If I found myself fatigued, or the least indisposed towards
the close of the week, I madeit a point to rest at home on Sunday, or
to take medicine on that day, so that T might not lose my time from
work ; or, if I had any business abroad, 1 was sure to start on Batwrday
or Sunday, so that 1 might gain one day in the week to my business,
. and would flatter myself that I could very profitably spend the day
in meditation as I travelled along.

¢ Thus matters progressed, until I could absent myself two, and
sometimes three, bLord’s Days in succession.—When any of my
brethren would inquire why I was absent, I made some excuse, and
told them to look to themselves. I spon felt displensed with them
for their exhortations and admonitions and would sometimes ask who
imade it their busihess to watch over me. I began to gensure both
them and their profession, and would ask them if they were the only
true church of Christ in the world. At this time I had given up all
secret prayer, and in my family ¥ only prayed occasionally. This
soon hecame a dry sort of business, and 1 finally left it oft altogether.

¢¢ 1 found good company in the people I used to call the people of
the world, and soon preferred their friendship to that of my brethren,
who became displeased with me, and at length excluded me from their
suciety. I then threw off all restraint, and for many years have never
seriously bowed my knee to God. 1 am now often tormented with
the recollections of the past and the anticipation of the future ; yet I
have no desire to return, and, indeed, I am litcrally without God and
without hope in-the world.

Such narratives, with some slight variations, may be frequently
heard, if persons who have apostatized from the faith can be induced
to communicate the full history of their apostacy. ¢ Fet him who
thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” And let all remember, that,
immediately after Paul admonishes the Christians not to neglect the
assembling of theselves together, he next speaks of final apostacy
from the truth. 1t is better never to have known the holy com-
mandment, than having kuown it to turn aside from the way of
righteousness. A Scotch proverb says, that ¢ apostacy begins at
the closet door.”.

MULTUM IN PARVO.
A Christian on being urged to write in an Album, “ifit iwere
but two lines,” inscribed this distich—

€an ¢ two lines” teach a lesson from above ?
—Yes, one shall speak a velume—

GOD I8 LOVE ¢



