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CUSTOMERS

,E88R8. WARWICK BROTHERS AND

RUTTER TAKE PLEASURE IN

FURTHER INTRODUCING THEIR

LARGE AND WELL-EQUIPPED

FACTORY TO THEIR FRIENDS AND

r DDITION TO THE MANUFAC-

TURE OF BLANK bCjKS, WHICH IS DESCRIBED

IN DETAIL IN THE ACCOMPANYING BOOKLET,

THE PRINTING OF BOOKS, CATALOGUES AND

BOOKLETS IS AN INCREASINGLY LARGE AND

IMPORTANT PART OF THEIR BUSINESS • THEIR

PRINTING DEPARTMENT IS FURNISHED WITH

THE MOST MODERN APPLIANCES FOR THE PRO-

DUCTION OF FINE BOOKS, AND ALL WORK

ENTRUSTED TO THEM IS EXECt TED IN THE

BEST STYLE OF THE PRINTER'S ART

BUSINESS MEN WHO CONTEMPLATE ISSUING

CATALOGUES OR BOOKLETS OF ANY KIND WILL

FIND IT OF ADVANTAGE TO CONSULT THEM

REGARDING STYLE AND ARRANGEMENT ....
ADDRESS 68 AND 70 FRONT STREET WEST,

TORONTO.
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•' We tirsirr, since it costs iiu more
ill time or trouble, to create first-class

artisans . . . The liook, not only

essentially, but as a whole, is far from

bein^ an ordinary object. ... He
who is entrusted with encasing and
embellishing it should possess good
taste and be capable of understanding

its requirements. Even the powers of

an artiit are not beyond this delicate

work—a work more difficult than is

generally thought. It is to this end
that we . . . instruct the youth who
.ire to engage in the industry of book-

binding."
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NOOOKMAKING, which, to-day, has reached almost

the ideal of perfection, had its beginning in the

crude efforts of the early writers to fasten together

the sheets of bark, metal or parchment upon

which they had cut or written their records.

The modern word "book" is derived from the old Saxon word

" boc," or " beech," indicating that the early writing was inscribed

on boards or bark cut from beech trees. The binder's work at

that time consisted in securing the different pieces with clamps or

hinges, or with cords passed through a hole in the corner of the

blocks. During the middle ages, and down to the invention of

printing, bookmaking was entirely in the hands of the professional

copyists in the different monasteries, whose work consisted in

transcribing and ornamenting old Latin manuscripts for the use of

the monks or for wealthy laymen ambitious of collecting a library.

The duty of the binder was to sew together the different pieces

on rawhide bands, and to encase them in wooden boards with

an outer covering of leather or velvet. The covering was then

decorated with a fanciful design burnt into the surface by

heated tools, similar in character to those used by modern book-

finishers.



BOOKBINDING

The result of the introduction of printing was a vast increase in

the production of books, and many improvements have been made

in the art of bookmakingf since that time. These, however, have

been mainly in a greater perfection of workmanship and in the use

of finer and better materials ; for books to-day are bound substan-

tially as they were in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.

The art of bookbinding is now divided into two distinct

branches : letterpress binding and blank-book binding. Speaking

generally, all books consisting of reading matter are classed as

letterpress books, and all others, whether plain, ruled

or printed, are called blank-books. The work of the

letterpress and the blank-book binders is totally different, and few

workmen have a thorough knowledge of both branches. The

development of large binderies, or bookmaking factories, has

resulted in workmen becoming specialists in different branches of

the trade, rather than bookbinders in the true sense of the word ;

and as the whole thought and attention of each workman are

given to his own branch, whether as ruler, sewer, marbler, cutter,

forwarder or finisher, the books produced to-day are neater, and

stronger, and better than ever before.

The paper which enters into the making of blank-books varies

according to the size and character of the book. For the smaller

and cheaper books paper is made in a score of qualities and in as

many weights ; but foolscap, small post, large post,

and double foolscap, are the sizes mainly employed.

For the larger books the finest of linen ledger and hand-made

papers only are used. These are made of strong fibrous materials,

capable of withstanding the heavy wear and tear to which such

books are subjected. These papers are specially suited to bear

6
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14 X 17

l6 X 21

i8 X 23

19 X 24

20 X 28

23 X 31

Lbs. to Ream.

16

26

36

44

54

72

erasures, and are not liable to become discolored or brittle with

exposure to light or heat. The sizes and we.ghts of the book

papers in general use in this country are :

Size

Foolscap

Demy - - -

Medium
Royal - -

Super Royal

Imperial - - -

If larger books are required, certain of these papers may be

had in double sizes, as double foolscap, c^ demy, double

medium, and for smaller ones the papers

may be cut or folded in any way de-

sired.

A blank-book, in the course of

manufacture, passes through many

hands. Except for ruling and trimming

machinery has no part in its making

is entirely a hand-made article. Ski
^

knowledge and judgment are the essei?

tial qualifications in a good bookbinder.

He alone is responsible for the strength

and stability, the shape and set of the

book. He selects the proper boards and the most suitable p.ece

of leather for each individual book. He must know

when to act and how. The shape of the back, the

setting of the glue, the stretching of the leather, are

Itte'rs of the utmost importance, and no two books even of the

same size, but of different thickness, are bound exactly ahke.

7

THE WORK OF

THE BINDER
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The work of the ruler consists in tracing upon the plain paper the

pattern of faint lines and columns which adapts the book to the pur-

pose for which it is intended. Eacu part of the pattern is ruled separ-

atelv, first the head line and faint lines, and aft. vards
^^^ ^^^^

the vertical columns. The pens, arranged to conform ^^^ „

with the pattern required, are clamped in a beam across

the ruling.machine and the paper is carried under them by means

of a sheet of cloth revolving upon rollers. The color is fed by means

of ink-saturated flannel wrapped around the shanks of the pens.

By arranging that certain of the pens are fed

from flannel carryh.g one color and others

from another, several colors may be ruled

simultaneously, lu ruling the lines which

start from the headline, or from any place

other than the edge of the paper, an auto-

matic device called a -gate" is attached

to the machine, which permits the paper to

feed only at a certain speed, anl which

causes the pens to be lifted and dropped

where required as the paper passes through.

\fter the paper has been ruled, it is
^

carefully xamined, and all soiled or broken sh.ets a.e e.U.er

cleaned or removed. It is then sent to be prmted, ,f a headm, s

quired ;
otherwise, it ^. folded in sections of tou. or five sheets

according to the thickness and strength of the paper. -nU placed

in a heav' press between boards, to give the book greater sohd.y.

At one time, everv part of the work of bookbinding was done by

::L no; the^olding and sewing are u^^^^' ^^^^"

i

If the book is to .- bound by any of the numerous flat-openmg
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methods, the manner of the sewinjf will vary according- to the

process ; but, in the ordmary book, the sheets are sewn with linen

cord or thread on strips of strong tape or vellum. The strength

and durability of a book depend on the sewing more
DIN'G AND ^. *u 4.U- *u * 4. • ^ .uthan on any other one thmg that enters into the

making, and the greatest care must be exercised that

only the best materials are used, and that every sheet is securely

fastened. The strips to which the sections are sewn are the

hinges upon which they open, and which unite the book to its

cover. The end papers, which are made separately, are sewn in

with the book, and are important elements in its strength and

wearing qualities.

The hook is now trimmed and the edges are stained or marbled.

Every blank book of any size should be marbled, for, next to gild-

ing—which, of course, is never applied to a blank book

—

no finishing for book edges is so generally sr.tisfactory.

Marbling is done by dipping the edges of the book into a liquid

size of gum tragacanth, upon the surface of which colors have

Bi^. been thrown and formed into a design. A

good marbler is a rarity even in large

binderies. He is not an ordinary artisan

— he is an accomplished man among his

Hows. He throws his colors, not at

hazard, but with an eye to the final

ict, and he arranges and combs them

th the dexterity of an artist. As each

si^ will stand but one dipping great

3^s essential to get a uniform pattern

e^ry edge.

MARBLING

— -^



The sections of the book are now g\ued alonjr the back to unite

them to one another and to prevent them from working,' loose.

The back is then rounded with a hammer to give it shape
^^^.^^.^^

nnd to hold the spring-back which is afterwards added,

and the book is again placed in the press to set, that it may retain

the shape now finally given it. Although apparently trifling, these

are all important details. The first requirement of all biank-books

is strength ; appearance comes afterwards. Cheap thread,J^rior

glue, imperfect rounding, neglect or carelessness ^ -^•

score of little things, may destroy the finest

product of a bookbinder's skill.

The book is now lined along the hud

wi^ 1 strong canvas and bands of leather are

drawn over the edges, forming, with the

outside sheets of the book, which ar. folded

back to about three inches in width, what are

known as the " lugs," to which the sides are

secured. The boards for the sides are now

added. The thickness of the boards depends

altogether on the •
' ^e and weight of the

book, and must be of the best quality of

n^illboard so as not to warp or break. The spring-back wh,ch

encircles the back of the book, and to which the leather covenng

is pasted, must be of the best tarboard. This back is intended to

assist in throwing open the book at any place so as to

leave a surface flat enough to allow of writing close

into the crease, and is made to grip the edges of the book snugly.

The boards forming the sides are split at the edges nearest the

back and the lugs inserted to make the hinge and fasten the b.ok

II

SIDES AND BACKS
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I.EATHKK COVERING

to its cover. The raised hub-bands on the back are made by

fastening strips of strawboart! across the back, formin>^ it into

panels. On ordinary bindings the panels are five in number, with

the bottom one a trifle lonj^er than I' ^ others. This rule, how-

ever, may be varied to suit the style of binding.

The book is now ready for the outer covering,'. The finest

blank-books are bound in full Calf with Russia bands, but without

hubs, or in full Russia with hubs. Cheaper styles

are half Calf, half Russia, or half Sheep, all havinj,'

cloth sides, or full Canvas with Russia bands^^^Care must be

exercised that the leather is cut along the

jfrain in orde; that it will stretch well.

After beinj;^ cut to the required size and the

edges pared, it is dampened to soften it and^.

to make it stretch, pasted on the insid^

and then drawn tightly over the back and

sides of the book and fastened. It is fi?5t,

stretched well over the back, rubbed inW
the sides of the hubs so that they stand out

'

as though cut from leather, pressed in at the

hinges to allow free play to the sides, turned

in at the head and tail and smoothed well

over all. Slight rods of wood or thick cords are then fitted into

the joints of the hinges and the oook is put into the press for a

short time. When taken out ihe Russia bands, or cloth sides if a

half-bound book, or other details are added. The end papers

are then glued down and the book is again placed in the press to

set. Il should now remain undisturbed for several days to dry

and season.

13
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A blank-book when first removed from the press is hard and

unyieldin^-^. The *irst duty of the finisher is to " ease " and soften

the back to allow it to open freely. He then makes and

AND FiNisHivr P"*** ^'" ^'^^ titles and any other ornamentation that he

may see fit. The upper title, in the second panel from

•the head, usually indicates the name or character of the book,

afvd l^e lower one, in the fourth panel, the name or initials of

thi^Kvner. Blank-books should have as little j^fold finishing as

possible, and the letterings should be brief

and readable. An ornamental roll in

black ink on a Calf binding, or in gold on

a Russia binding, is usually run around

the edge and a line or two put on the hubs

and bands on the back.

The loose canvas, basil or moleskin

cover is added after the book is made.

All well-bound books should be fitted

with a loose cover in order to preserve

the binding. The cost is comparatively

trifling, and when the book is put away

for reference and the cover removed, the binding remains clean

and perfect. In many cases the loose cover is intended to be

permanent, and the titles are put on it rather than
I.OOSE COVERS '

on the book within. These covers are often made
with protecting leather bands and corners to give them strength

and durability.

Inventive minds have been engaged for many years in trying

to devise some process of sewing or binding that will permit blank-

books to open perfectly flat. Several methods have been found

"'^'—
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that in sonic measure seemed to meet the requirements, but only

at the sacrifice of much of the strenjjth of the book. To preserve

this and at the same time to secure the necessary free-

, . .L la; 1. 'II- .1 4 u u HAT OPKNINi;
dom of openmjf was the difhculty. 1 his at hist has been

books
overcome, and the !arj4est bhmk-books are now bound

by Messrs. Warwick Hro's & Rutter by a process that not only

ensures a satisfactory flat openinjjf. but at the same time adds

strenifth and firmness to the bindinjj^. Al

thou}Jfh the invention is covered by patent

its use adds but an insij^nificant amount to

the cost of ihe book.

A newly made blank-book should be W
handled with care. The sewing', j,'luin^' ^j
and ni>in^' are likely to be hard and in- |
flexible, and the spring-back, which is full of

life and vitality, holds the ed},'es with a firm

grip. To force the book open at the centre proical..

will likely result in breaking the back or -^

impairing the sewing. The glory of the book is its strength, and

opening and closing it violently or carelessly may cause serious

injury to its strength and wear! -^ - qualities. A new

book should be placed on it: on the desk, and,

after throwing back the cover, a few leaves should be

lifted at a time until the desired page is reach^'d. It should be

closed in the same manner. A blank-book at all times should

receive careful treatment, for it is one o( the highest products of

the artisans' skill.

Corners

TO OPEN A

BL.W'K HOOK
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