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MONTREAL AUXILIARY

RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY.

The Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the « Montreal Auxil­
iary Tract Society,” was held in the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church, Great St. James Street, on Monday Evening, 
January 26, 1852. David Davidson, Esq., in the Chair. 
The Rev. Wm. Reid engaged in prayer; and the Rev. B. 
Davies, Ph. D., read the Report.
Moved by Rev. John M‘Loud, seconded by Dr. Maclagan :__

Resolved,—That the Report now read be adopted and printed, 
and that the following gentlemen be the Officers and Committee 
for the ensuing year, with power to add to their number, viz. 

{Treasurer HENRY VENNOR, Esq.
Cor. Secretary:—Rev. BENJ. DAVIES, Ph.D.
Kec. anb Depositary Ms. JAMES MILNE. 

Committee:—
Minister» of the Gospel, resident in the City.

Hon. James Perrier, Edward T. Taylor,
Dr. A. F. Holmes, George Hagar,
D. Davidson, Benjamin Lyman,
Peter Redpath, Thomas M. Taylor,
W. C. Evans, John Smith,
F. F. Blackader, T. M. Thomson,
Moved by Rev. Wm. Taylor, D. D., seconded by Rev. Wm. 

Squire
Resolved,—That in view of the great spiritual wants of the 

country, on every side, this meeting haile with lively eatisfaction 
the Society's efforts in the work of Colportage, and recognizee 
the strong and increased claims which those efforts present for 
enlarged contributions and more fervent prayers.
Moved by Rev. Henry Wilkes, D. D., seconded by Henry 

Vennor, Esq.
Resolved,—'That the extensive circulation obtained for excep. 

tionable publications, and the evil influence they must exercise, 
coll for increased activity on the part of the Religious Press, and 
of Societies such as this, whose business it is to diffuse abroad a 
healthful literature.
Moved by Rev. A. F. Spalding, A.M., seconded by Rev. 

Mr. Dickson
Resolved,—That this meeting gratefully records renewed obli­

gations to the Parent Society for bountiful help, and also to the 
American Tract Society for generous encouragement in the work 
of Colportage ; and cordially desires the prosperity of those 
most catholic and beneficent Institutions, in their vast operations 
both at home and abroad.

William Roes, 
Joseph Wenhair, 
N. S. Whitney, 
F. W. Torrance, 
James Roy.

The Meeting, after singing the Doxology, was closed with 
the benediction. The collection amounted to £13,3s.
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SIXTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT.»

A Tract, what is it ? Some would answer, 
“ only the dwarfish semblance of a book !” Then 
what is a Religious Tract Society ? The answer 
of many would be, “ It is a petty and contempti­
ble institution, fit only to interest very small 
minds.” Were these things truly so, it might be 
our first duty at this time to apologize to the in­
telligent public for holding this Anniversary, and 
especially for giving it the first place among the 
gatherings of this festive week ; but we feel that 
no such apology is requisite.

the objectors and despisers ? Chiefly the un- 
J godly and profane, but some also among the pro- 

- ^ I fessors of piety ; for there are professing Christians 
who grudge even a pittance in aid of this enter­
prise, while they give freely in aid of others. 
Yet “ little among the thousands of Judah,” as a 
Religious Tract Society may seem, both in the 
eyes of the world, and in the estimation of some 
in the church, we claim for it a most distinguish­
ed rank in the order of means and appliances 

Electors; I f°r bringing glory to God in the salvation of 
) may be J men.
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to use it, would her enemies feel the same lofty 
contempt for such an instrumentality ? Oh, no ! 
Paganism in China employs the tract, and adorns 
it too, to make it a more welcome messenger of v 
heathenish lore. Vice and infidelity in the midst 
of Christian communities ply the same agency 
with fearful success, scattering pestilential pages 
in the path of the unwary and the reckless. And 
Popery—does it not press the tract into its ser­
vice ? Yes, the Jesuits have their series of cun­
ningly devised tractates, in many languages, to 
u blind the minds of them who believe not, lest 
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine unto them.” 
Verily, “ the children of this world would,” in 
this respect, K be wiser in their generation than 
the children of light,” if the church had not its 
Tract Societies.

In presenting this Sixteenth Report, your Com­
mittee are thankful that they have good reason 
to believe that the Society is gaining both in 
usefulness and in public support—that its cords 
are lengthened and its stakes are strengthened. 
Wherefore let its friends thank God and take 
courage.
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m COLPORTAGE.

In last year’s Report it was noticed that a com­
mencement had been made by this Society in 
this important and now indispensable department 
in the labors of a Tract Society. The success 
attending our first attempt was such as to encou­
rage us to enter more largely in the work in the 
year 1851. At the first Committee meeting after
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last Anniversary, the subject was brought up, 
when the following resolution was passed :—

Resolved,—That by the help of God this Society will engage 
at least three Colporteurs for a part of the current year—say four 
months each—one French and one English.

In prosecution of this object, a Sub-Committee 
was nominated to direct the effort, and to report 
monthly to the Committee.

Correspondence was entered into with the 
American Tract Society, Boston, on the subject 
of engaging Colporteurs to labor under the aus­
pices of this Society in Canada.

/

At the time your Committee were preparing 
for this work, the Committee of the Society in 
Boston were devising liberal things for Canada 
in the same way : they had engaged 13 Theolo­
gical Students of Andover Seminary, to labor in 
the Eastern Townships; which plan was ac­
complished, and proved eminently successful. 
On the 22d April, a Special Meeting of the Com­
mittee was held to meet the Rev. H. B. Holmes, 
one of the Agents of the Society in Boston, by 
whose statements your Committee were refresh­
ed and encouraged to proceed. Through the 
medium of the friends in Boston, four Students 
were secured to labor in the Eastern Townships 
for six weeks each. On the 1st of September, 
Messrs. Edson, Dickinson, Humphry, and Po­
land, entered upon their labors. They visited the 
Townships of Shefford, Brome, Stukely, Roxton, 
Ely, Bolton and Sutton. Your Committee have 
great pleasure in testifying to the zeal and dili-
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with which the duties of these brethren 
discharged, and the excellent spirit which 

marked their conduct and correspondence.

gence
were

At the close of their labors, an interesting 
Public Social Meeting was held in Montreal to 
receive the reports of the Colporteurs ; and the 
statements made by them were most satislactory. 
The principal results will be here presented, and 
the details will be found in the Appendix

1345 Volumes were sold for cash, £81 17s 8d : 412 volumes 
were granted to destitute families, JB17 10e lOd. Number of fu. 
milies’vieited, 954 ; of which 24 were Roman Catholic ; 123 were 
habitually neglecting Evangelical preaching; 41 were destitute 
of the Bible, and 210 had no religious books except the Bible.

the purpose of yourAs already stated, it
Committee to prosecute the work among 
French population. In the month of May we 
obtained the services of one of the Colporteurs of 
the French Canadian Missionary Society, Ed­
ward Jamieson, who has labored until the pre­
sent time with laudable zeal and industry amid 
many discouragements, and we trust good will 
result. He was accompanied for one month 
by Israel Mathieu, a French Canadian. Mr. N. 
Le Marchand also labored for three months with 

The whole amount of Colportage la­
bor is equal to 18 months of service by one man.

was
the

success.

fitII. '!<i il
VISIT OF THE REV, DR, DOWLING.

The Committee, feeling the pressure of the 
still existing debt on the energies of the Society, 
resolved to invite the Revi John Dowling, D.D-, 
of New York, to visit Montreal, and to preach on 
behalf of the Society. With this invitation he

: —
S'
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kindly complied, and the remembrance of his 
services on that occasion is still grateful to the 
minds of your Committee, and to many in this 
community.

Not only were the funds aided by the collec­
tions made after the sermons by Dr. D., but 
increased interest was communicated to the pub­
lic mind on the behalf of the Society.
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RECEIPTS AND ISSUES OF PUBLICATION.
The number of Publications received into the De­

pository in 1851 is
The number on hand at the beginning of the year

Making a total of 
The number issued during the year

imee 
f fa. 
were 
itute

149,f59
113,585

i.
263,244
85,577tiritu

Remaining in the Depository, Dec. 31,
our

177,667the
we GRANTS BY THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY, LON­

DON, AND AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETIES OF BOSTON 
AND NEW YORK.

Our endeavors to spread Divine Truth in this 
land have been greatly encouraged by the liberal 
aid received from the above named institutions'. 
From our munificent Parent Society we have 
had grants in Tracts to the value of £50 stg1. 
and of £17 stg., in Books by selling to us at half
price : making a total sum of £80 16s currency.
/:••:!! i *•>;!> .i! ;! // !< a •»' ) •••• v/

From the American Tract Society, Boston, 
Books for the Colporteurs, £12 10s currency, and 
from the American Tract Society, New York, 
Books, £17, 10s lOd currency. 1
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Association for this city, and to carry through 
Colportage operations for the year.

the above-mentioned 1 beral
our

In addition to 
grants by the Tract Society, London, we have
just received, via New York, a further grant of 
125 Books in English, French and German on 
the Great Exhibition in London, also 600 Tracts 
on the same subject.

We cannot look back on the great amount of 
precious truth thus put into circulation—much of 
it into places where the publications of the Reli­
gious Tract Society were, up to that time, almost 
unknown—without cherishing a hope that many 
souls may be eternally blessed by being led to 
the “ Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of

the world.”

DECEASE OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.

While we were earnestly engaged in prosecut­
ing the various schemes of the Society, and ex­
tending our sphere of operations, it pleased a 
mysterious but wise Providence to lay the hand 
of death upon our much beloved and highly re­
spected Corresponding Secretary, the Rev. Wm. 
Rintoul, A.M. This event was deeply felt by 
your Committee, who at its first meeting there­
after passed the following resolution :

The Committee having been made acquainted with the ead intel- 
licence that the Rev. William Rintoul, the Corresponding Secretary, 
hadTeen unexpectedly- cut off by a fata, fi-ease, while on hu way 
to Metis, Resolved, That such a mournful event toldarttep* 
mitted to occur without a warm expression of regret foft* death 
of one of in members so truly eminent for all tbose virtues whic
adorn the Christian character-» remarkable instance of activity,
t lient, self devotion and piety most happily combined, and ot
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igù most emphatic sympathy for his honored widow, thus suddenly call­
ed to sustain such an irreparable loss ; while they hope, that in this 
trying event she may fully know that consolation which God alone 
can impart.;ral

ave
Our deceased brother had been but a short 

time amongst us, but had greatly endeared him­
self to the friends of the Redeemer, by the active 
part he took in the vaiious Benevolent and Reli­
gious Societies, and by the sweet Christian spirit 
which pervaded his whole conduct.
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At the meeting of the Committee in Novem­
ber, Dr. Benjamin Davies was unanimously 
elected to fill the office of Corresponding Secre­
tary, which he accepted.

h

BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS, WITH THE SCOTTISH

VERSION OF THE PSALMS AND PARAPHRASES.

The usual Supply of these Books has been 
imported, say to the value of £105 2s sterling, 
and the demand for them is steady.

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE.

The total income of the Society from all 
sources is £583 4s 7d; of which £132 10s 9d 
has been in Free Contributions. The payments 
have been £581 5s 9d.

THE MONTREAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
TION OF RELIGIOUS TRACTS.

The members of this Association have steadily 
prosecuted their work of faith and bor of love 
in the streets and by-ways of our city. They 
have been supplied, as formerly, with Tracts 
from your Depositoiy. Their Report is, this 
year, printed separately.
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RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY, LONDON.
“ rejoicesThis mighty Parent Institution still 

as a strong man to run a race,” and renews and 
increases its strength with each annual period. 
With growing experience and resources, it goes 
on still devising more liberal things in blessing 
the world with the literature of the Cross. In 
its yearly career of beneficence, u its going forth 
is from the end of the heaven, and its circuit is 
unto the ends of it,” dispensing blessings 
every shore to them that sit in darkness and the
shadow of death.

on

of the Society’s publications during 
ending in May last, were 20,887,064, 

... increase of 1,641,623 on the previous 
The total circulation of Tracts and Books,

of afftliat-

The issues
the year 
being an
year. _
in 110 languages, including the issues 
ed societies in foreign lands, has been from the 
beginning about 549,000,000. The total receipts 
foHhe year were larger than ever, and amounted 
to £62,169 9s lid, including £7,002 7s 8d ot 
benevolent contributions to aid its gratuitous 
issues, which issues amounted to no less than 
£8,563, 9s, being £1,983 6s 8d more than the 
free-will offerings cast into the treasury.

The Report is full, as usual, of facts and nar­
ratives demonstrating the wonderful success, un­
der God, of the tract enterprise in advancing true 
religion. A few instances are here subjoined ;
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The officer’s increasing illness admonished them that it was 
urgently necessary his attention should be directed to what con­
cerned his condition hereaffer. It was proposed that a mmirter 
should be called in. He readily assented oil one condition, name- 
ly, that the party introduced to him should be “ a man who really 
believed his religion hims If, and was in earnest about it the 
invalid giving, as a reason, “ You know, J—, there are many of 
these men whose hearts are not in the matter, and I would rather 
not have any of that sort coming to me,—they could do me no 
good.”

An honest man of God came, upon request. The elder bro- 
ther, during the interview, proposed some questions, such as 
would be suggested by a mind verging towards scepticism When 
the minister retired, the officer expressed regret that those topics 
had been mentioned, as they were likely to disturb his mind, 
which, he said, had been for some time made up on the truths of 
Christianity. 11 is observations showed an advance in .knowledge 
and faith much beyond what the elder brother had been

Some weeks after, the elder brother, not apprehending any 
immediate change in the patient, walked down to the shore for 
the purpose of bathing. Before leaving the house, when passing 
the invalid’s room door, he had looked in, and thought he 
going to sleep. Descending among the rocks at the beach, ho 
observed a piece of paper lying, as if dropped there by somestrol. 
1er like himself. He picked it up and found it to be the religious 
tract, No. 129, 1 he Sinner directed to the Saviour ; extracted 
from the writings of the Kev. John Flavel. fie did not stay to 
read it then, but.put it into his pocket with the intention of look­
ing at it afterwards.

As he was returning to his lodgings he was met by the phy si. 
cian, hastening to convey the melancholy tidings that his brother 
had suddenly expired. The glance he took at the bed before 
coming out had told him truly, that his brother was going to 
Sleep; but it was a sleep from which there will be no awaking 
upon earth till the resurrection at the last day. Happily it was 
with him going to “ sleep in Jesus.” On again reaching the 
house, the,gentleman found only his brother’s rimainsi waiting 
to be laid in their final resting-place ; the spirit, there was good 
reason to hope, was “ absent from the body.” and “ present with 
the Lord.”

Necessary arrangements now occupied him, yet not 
pletely as to exclude re flection upon what had occurred in its 
bearing on his own soul’s salvation. The tract he had picked up 
among the rocks at the very hour in which his brother was de­
parting, was now read. It supplied to him the instruction that 
met his case. “ The excellency of the knowledge of Christ,” 
was one thing he needed to inspire him with hope and peace. 
He read ; he understood ; he believed. The truth contained in 
the tract, by God's grace, became in his heart life from the dead.

He returned to Ireland, leaving behind him the remains of hie 
beloved brother, yet comforted in (he assurance that he had lard 
wide the earthly house of this tabernacle, that he might be
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si® >"»
he continued in the ways of God, and much engaged with various 
works of faith and labors of love for the good of those about him.

The identical “ piece of paper” he picked up on the shore 
always lay upon his table. It was considerably worn by having 
been much used, but a cover was put on it, and it was carefully 
preserved. Just above the title the gentleman inscribed his name 
and the dale when it was found. Can we wonder that he should 
mark and keep the tract 7

Whether the tract was intentionally left among the rocks by 
some one accustomed to “ sow beside all waters,” or was acci. 
dentally dropped there, is unknown. But its being there was 
God’s doing, for the purpose of saving a soul from death, and ot 
providing the means of good to many for both worlds.
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SIAM.

From the Rev. Mr. Smith of Bangkok.
The following encouraging fact furnishes clear evidence of the 

value of Christian books, in connexion with the missionary cause. 
The Siamese convert, whose case it describes, had never seen a 
Christian missionary, but had read “the foreigner’s books," and 
»< for years had worshipped no God but the one living an** true 
God.” He came a journey of five days to seek the foreign 
teacher.

“An elderly Siamese man called on Mr. Jones, to solicit Chris- 
tun books. It seems that some tracts and portions of God s word 
had found access to his town, and he had accumulated some of 
the books that his neigbours had laid aside. He had 
studied them with much care, for he displayed more knowledge of 
Christianity and its d jetrines than the Siamese servants and work­
men. who have been in the employ of the mission for six and eight 
years. He said that he was satisfied that it was the best religion 
of which he had any knowledge. He believed in it .thought he 
loved Jesus. He wished to be baptized and to make a public 
profession of his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. This fact, toge­
ther with the desire to receive further instruction, had brought him 
to this city.

“ Mr. Jones, who is too judicious to administer the holy rite of 
baptism to any applicant hastily, advised h'm ^ ‘any here « 
while. Meanwhile, a lodging place was provided for h‘™ '" r"y 
house, and a boarding-place with one of the Chinese c?nv®M* 
Soon after hie arrival, the cholera began to rage in ‘bis city very 
violently ; and on the Thursday following the first Sabbath that 
our hopeful friend came here, he was suddenly and violently 
tacked with the disease. In le» than twelve buunijrom thM.me
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CHINA.

From the Rev. Yfm. Fate brother, Mieeionary from China.
“ 1 will give you one or two scenes which occurred during my 

residence in China. I heard of a city thirty miles from Shanghac, 
and in company with Dr. Medhurst and Mr. Lockwood we 
studied some topographical books, and were anxious to reach it. • 
We procured a boat, with provisions for the following day. When 
midnight came, we left our dwelling, and passed through the 
silent streets, till we came to the place where we knew it would 
be anchored. We laid ourselves down on the deck, rolled up in 
our blankets, till daybreak. We then found that we were pass, 
ing through a village. We landed, and distributed some of your 
books, and towards noon we reached the great city. We stepped 
on shore at a small landing place, and passed through one of 
their narrow streets—for many of them are not more than four or 
five feet wide—till we came to a principal thoroughfare. On 
each side there were splendid shops. As we passed along, the 
streets poured forth their artisans, and at length we found ourselves 
wedged in. The streets were so filled that Dr. Medhurst looked 
and said, ‘ What shall we do ? we shall have a disturbance.' 1 
replied, * Appeal to their politeness ; that is generally successful.* 
The crowd tried to make a way, Dr. Medhurst going first, Mr. 
Lockwood and I followed, and Mr. M’Clatchie, of the Church 
Mis>ionary Society, brought up the rear. We stood in an elevat. 
ed position, and near the end we saw the three golden images— 
tile three precious Buddhas. Standing in the presence of their 
gods, an elderly gentleman, in a satin dress rose and said, ‘ Give 
an account Iff yourselves. Where do you come from ? where are 
you going ? what is your business ? and wl.at are your ancient 
family names ? ' These questions were answered, and the people 
expressed themselves satisfied. I suppose they never saw a Eu. 
ropean before. The doctor said, ‘ We bring with us a book which 
the great God, of whom you have some knowledge in your ancient 
writings, has given to us ; and we are commanded as his servants, 
to go into all the world, to carry the book, and make it known to 
every creature.’ The astonishment of the crowd I cannot des­
cribe. They all came closer to the place where we stood, to hear 
something more about this wonderful book. The book was open, 
ed. The doctor said, * If you will give attention to its contents, I 
will state them.’ In a quarter of an hour he gave a simple outline 
of the truths of Christianity. They listened with profound atten­
tion ; and, though I have passed through many troubles and dan. 
g ers, as I stood gazing on that vast crowd—many of them 
educated young men—and saw them listening to the great truths 
of the gospel, 1 felt that it was a moment worth living for ; it 
repaid me for all I had experienced. As soon as we had done, a 
sh< ut arose from the crowd, < When will you come again, and 
tell us more t ’ We said, ‘ We will wait on you in a month, but 
in ti e mean time, we have got books to give uway.* We had got 
a sack of tracts ; we placed them near a wall, where we knew we 
could defend them if any attempt were made to steal them. 
Standing there, we distributed the tracts, allowing each one to 
come, and when he had received a tract, to pass away. I believe 
all had one or more ; but as we were passing to the boat, we saw
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an elderly, well-dressed man come and bow down, and he begged 
us to receive a little book as a token of acknowledgment for g.v- 
• nnn On opening it we read something to this effect.
•"He that gives a good book is a good man ; he that gives ten is a 
vfrv good man ; he that gives a hundred is a very, very good 
man and will be happy for ages; but he that gives a large 
number of good books must be regarded as a benevolent individual, 

benefactor to his species, and will be inconceivably happy 
for ever.’ 1 mention this, to show the light in which the Chinese 
regard the distribution of tracts. Indeed they have something 
«A religious tracts of their own. It is not an uncommon thing, 
when aman has been successful in a commercial enterprise, for 
him to g“ to the priests of Confucius, and say, • I have been 
blessed in my undertaking ; I am wealthy ; 11 wish, you W> s.sleet 
some portions of the writings of Confucius and I « ‘ be,at ‘Je
exoense of the blocks by which they shall be printed. ine 
selection is made, the terms proposed are published, saying, I o 
vxrv honorable gentleman, So-and-so, ha, been so benevolent as 
to have the blocks of Confucius cut, and he now calls on liberal 
gentlemen to aid him in the work.’ A subscription list is opened , 
one promises to pay for printing fifty copies, another twenty, and 
when the subscription list is closed they employ a printer , a 
numbe of copies are struck off, and g.ven to each sub cnbe .n 
proportion to his subscription, and these are distributed to the 
poor, in the dwellings in which they live.

.. Mav I give you some idea with respect to the manner in 
which we carry on our work in Shanghae 7 This snot is one of 
the five ports open to commercial intercourse. The reeiden 
population is not more than 200,000, but we have sometimes an 
influx of strangers from all parts of the empire, making a popu-
l.a8liShanfghaUe0,000In Ihis'popTuVplace wë tave thirty district
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“ There is another fact I must state. These great cities are 
filled with readers. Passing through the streets at night, you see 
the male population spending their evenings in the tea-shops 
We frequently find at the end of the room a man who, with a 
clear and distinct voice, reads some Chinese novel. When he 
comes to the plot of the story, he folds up his book, puts it under 
his arm, and says,1 If you do not pay me for my trouble, I shall 
go away.* They then make a collection instantly. He says,
‘ That does not pay me ; you must make another collection and 
when he has got as much as he desires, he finishes his story. We 
were one night passing along Shanghae, and saw one of out 
native converts reading a book. We listened : we thought siyely 
he is not reading a novel. What was it? It was our Lord’s 
Sermon on the Mount, which he was explaining to the people. 
We caught the idea, and sent this man to the tea-shop with 
tracts ; and there, night after night, you will find him reading 
one of your interesting tracts, and when it is finished, he distributes 
a few copies to the more respectable class around him."

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

Conversion of a Roman Catholic.

The following account of the steps by which a young woman, 
a native of Ireland, has been led to renounce the errors of Popery, 
has been drawn up by a miniver in Canada West :

«• When she was about fourteen years of age she went to the 
priest and was confirmed, and was afterwards a partaker of the 
Lord's Supper, as dispersed in the Roman Catt.olic church. 
Having been taught to believe in the doctrine of transubstantiation, 
she was surprised to find that the wafer tasted like'flour and 
water and she questioned whether it could be, as represented, 
the body and blood of Christ. On going home, she told her 
doubts to her mother, who at once accompanied her to the priest ; 
and he, on hearing them, said that Satan was busy with her, and 
prevailed on her to believe, even against the evidence of her 
senses, in the real presence.

11 In a short lime after, she left her native land for America. 
She was taken sick, and sent to the hospital on Grosse Isle. In 
the orderings of a gracious Providence, there was in the berth 
next that in which she lay a Protestant girl, who was visited by 
a minister o her own denomination, while the subject of our nar­
rative was v sited by a priest ; and she was forcibly struck with 
the difference in the conversation of these two spiritual advisers. 
The Protestant girl received a tract from her minister, entitled, 
A Dying Thief and a Dying Saviour, in which was that beau­
tiful hymn of Cowper, commencing with—

* There is a fountain fill’d with blood,
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins;

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.*

Q
 CDsr
 c

r



18
was pat ta 
in the wor 
that she n 
instructed 
which pro 
thought it 
and die as 
influence i 
The bandi 
ness that 
was more 
a church i 
she did no 
whom she

“ About 
testant mil 
Hie text « 
shall be sa 
on it after 
salvation < 
early imbil 
into this n 
lar attendi 
congregati 
only has h 
that her hi

SSSSwSESSKt
5i£:Ha«5.SiLF5ed that she was unprepared for entering another world.

She requested from her neighbor girl the tract which her mi- 
s u a iLft shp nerused it. and committed the hymn to 

A produced b, if eon,en*rirr: xs traipse
whkih she hldbeen*

saw»»
Wk-tlrS!S5Si«Titnot solve— 

she did succee
knoi whire“"find?sltisfactory explanation.

“ When she recovered from sickness, she found herself forsaken 
by relatives who had accompanied her from the old country, and 
also deprived of what little money and property ah# possessed. 
Providence led her to this neighborhood, and to a 'n
she found a situation. Soon after her arrival, «he went to the 
priest to confess, and travelled that morning several 'nilee-fa8 n/ ' 
yet he would not acknowledge her to be a «ember of the churchy 
nor admit her to receive the wafer, because she did not believe 
that it was the real body and blood of Christ, and that the priest 
was able to forgive her sins. Among the questions he asked were 
the following : • Do you pray to the Virgin Mary ? 5
« No.* « Do you live in a Protestant’s house?’ She replied, Yes. 
Then he wished her to leave it, and promised to find for her a 
situation in a Roman Catholic family; but to this she would not 
consent. He next asked if she listened to the Protestant s pray­
ers, or kneeled with the family at the time of family w,,rah'P ;
. Ves ’ she replied. He then told her to go out somewhere, and 
not listen to their prayers, for that they were good for nothing.

While living in the family alluded to. several c.mversations
were held with her on the errors of Romanism ; but conceal 
ed the struggle that was going on in her own mind, *
vored to defend the doctrines impugned. She "“" began 
read the Bible—a book that had been forbidden to her by the 
priest before she left Ireland- but she read it in secret. Frequent­
ly has she taken it by stealth out of the house, and concealed i m
some spot till she had an opportunity of return.ng and perus ng
it, when there was no human eye to behold her. Theaccountor 
our Saviour’s crucifixion was the first pa-sage by which her at. 
tention was forcibly arrested ; and so great was her interesting 
that she could not refrain from reading it several times in succe^ 
sion. Although she knew previously the manner in which Christ
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was pat to death, yet this was the first time for her to peruse it 
in the word of God. Her eye now beheld a glory in the cross 
that she never saw before, early and carefully as she had been 
instructed to regard it with superstitious reverence. That love 
which prompted Him who was in the form of God, and who 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God, to assume orr nature, 
and die as our Surety and Substitute, wrought with constraining 
influence upon the faculties of her mental and moral constitution. 
The bands of delusion and superstition were broken ; the dark, 
ness that was on her mind was still further dissipated, and she 
was more fully prepared for being led into the light and liberty of 
a church in which the whole counsel of God is declared. Still 
she did not immediately come out and separate herself from those 
whom she fully believed to be in error.

“ About this time she was prevailed on to go and hear a Pro. 
testant minister. It was the first time she had heard one preach. 
His text was, ‘ I am the door; by me, if any one enter in, he 
shall be saved ;* and, as she listened to the discourse, or reflected 
on it afterwards, she was confirmed in the belief, that the way of 
salvation was not taught in the church whose doctrines she had 
early imbibed. It is now almost twelve months since she removed 
into this neighborhood : during that period she has been in regu­
lar attendance on my ministrations, and is now a member of the 
congregation. Altogether, there is good reason to hope, that not 
only has her mind be delivered from the darkness of Popery, but 
that her heart has been influenced by the truths of Christianity.”
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A NEW PERIODICAL —“ THE LEISURE HOUR.”

To meet the flood of pernicious and blasphem­
ous publications which issue from the press of 
the United Kingdom in millions annually, the 
Religious Tract Society has begun to issue a 
periodical under the above title. It will consist 
of 16 large pages, printed with new and clear 
type, on good paper, and will be illustrated with 
engravings. To appear in weekly numbers at 
Id. each, or monthly parts, in a neat wrapper, at 
5d. sterling.
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AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY.

This noble laborer in the cause of truth and
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righteousness has published its 26th Annual Re­
port, from which we learn that it has issued 7 
new publications, which have been stereotyped 
in English, German, French, Spanish, 1 ortu- 
guese, Italian, Dutch, Danish and Welsh, 42 o 
which are volumes. The total issues for the year 

7 837,692 publications, 886,692 of whic 
were volumes. Its income for the year, ending 
April 1st, amounted to $310,728.32, of which 
$109,897*76 were free contributions and legacies.
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The machinery of the Society is most extensive, 
with a large staff of general Agents and an army 
of nearly 600 Colporteurs, so that the vast region 
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held prayer meetings, Or addressed public meetings, to the number 
H* 13,306, and distributed 14,201 Bibles and Testaments.

;

Ten Years of Colportage.—The Report contains a sketch 
of the rise and progress of this system for ten years. - The statistical 
results are most cheering. No less than 1599 different persons in 
all have been in commission as Colporteurs, including 531 theolo­
gical students: the number of families visited has been 2,168,793, 
equal to nearly one half of our entire population, of whom 374,320 
were destitute of all religious books except the Bible ; 137,711 were 
without the Scriptures, of whom 84,707 were supplied; and 224,913 
families were Roman Catholics. Within the past three years, 233,* 
344 families have been visited who were habitual neglecters of the 
sanctuary. The Colporteurs conversed or prayed with 1,103,344 
families ; held prayer meetings or addressed public meetings to the 
number of 60,578 ; sold 2,424.630 book*, and granted 652,668 vo­
lumes to poor and destitute families. The providence of God and 
the Wants of the country demand a thousand Colporteurs.
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AMERICAN MESSENGER.

no
This is a Monthly organ of the Society, pub­

lished at a very low price, so as to be delivered 
here at Is. 10|d. per copy for one year. It con­
tains matter the most excellent and highly evan­
gelical, with the accounts of the progress of the 
Society. A goodly number in this city have 
subscribed for it, but it ought to be in every fa­
mily. It has a circulation of 200,000 for each 
monthly issue, which is the largest number ever
reached in the history of periodical literature.

. .
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UPPER CANADA TRACT AND BOOK SOCIETY.

,

We are pleased to observe the onward progress 
of this efficient Society.
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KINGSTON AUXILIARY TRACT SOCIETY.
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The Anniversary of this Society was held 15th 
January hist. From the Report we learn that 
there is activity amongst the friends in that place
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in the good cause. Tracts are distributed by the 
City Missionary in the Hospital of the Prison, 
House of Industry, in the Markets, &c., &c. 
They had then the near prospect of employing a 
Colporteur conjointly with the Bible Society.

CONCLUSION.

Another word, in conclusion, to the professing 
Christian who thinks meanly of Religious Tract 
Societies. Can you peruse the annual reports of 
the great and beneficent Institutions in London 
and New York, and still look on the enterprise 
with contempt or indifference ? Impossible. You 
lend support to the Bible cause, to Missions and 
to Sunday Schools, and you do well ; but behold 
in the Tract Society an enterprise that in a great 
degree combines all these noble objects, 
the Depository and you will see a most extensive 
and varied assortment of works in Christian lite­
rature, ranging from the Infant’s Primer and 
Sunday School Libraries up to the Oracles of God. 
Yes, Bibles in various editions and well adapted 
for popular use, being furnished with such ex­
pository helps as are generally approved by evan­
gelical men, are among the cheap publications of 
this Society. And if you ask the Missionaries in 
every land, they will testify with one voice to the 
high importance and moral dignity of the Tract 
cause ; for it is the gospel tract that often proves 
the best missionary, penetrating into ‘ the regions 
beyond,’ which the living herald of the Cross has 
never reached, and bringing the anxious, or al­
ready converted pagan from his far distant home
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to sit at the feet of 1 Jesus Christ’s man.’ If 
you, then, choose to despise this agency, be as­
sured that God himself has set honor upon it, 
even as the great apostle of the Gentiles has de­
clared, “ God hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things which are 
mighty ; and base things of the world, and things 
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to nought things 
that are ; that no flesh should glory in his pres­
ence.” And to His name be all the praise for 
evermore !
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Subscriptions to American Messenger, 
Bible Society,
Mrs Henderson,
Rev. Robert Lindsay,

36 17 2

21 3 2

81 17 8

£139 18 0

104 15 4

£0 1Rev. J. Ellegood,
Mrs Small,
Mrs Christie, ...
RevJ A. Wallace, ...
Miss Wilgress,
Henry Lyman,
R. Campbell,
Edward Jamieson, Colporteur,
St. George’s Church Sunday School,
Miss Lyman, ...
St Andrew’s Church Sunday School, 
French Canadian Missionary Society,
R. &. A. Miller, ...
Rev. John Irwin,
George A Pyper,
John Bruce,
Zion Church Sunday School,
Dr. Rankin, Melbourne,
Campbell Bryson, ...
William Marshall, Huntingdon, ...
Rev. James Anderson,
James Smiliie, ...
Miss Harvey,
Rev. R. Swinton,
Rov. Thomas Bayne,
Rev. Charles Mackay, ...
Mrs Myers
N. Le Marchand, Colporteur,
Rev. S. Kedev,
Messrs. Edson, Dickinson, Humphry & 

Poland, (Colporteurs,)

0
3

... 0
0

... 0
1

0 1 11 
0 1 3 
0 3
0 0 
0 0 
2 0

0
0 5

... 0 4
0 4

... 0 0
1 11 6 

11 0
9 2

... 1 5 11
0 9 10 

... 0 12 6
1 16 0 

... 0 3 1
>

... 1 15 1

£244 13 4
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Payments to the Religious Tract Society of Montreal, in­
cluding the Proceeds of Sales by Colporteurs.
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£5 12 6

Collections in St. Paul’s Church, by Wm.
Ross, Esq. :—

James Johnston 
A D Parker 
A llcgg 
R Blackwood 
William Rues 
D Stewart 
William Hopkin 
Mr Macfarlane...,
George M‘Donald 
A B Stewart 
William Muir 
J F Smith 
J Purteous,
J as Porteous 
John Rose 
W Christie 
William Ross 
George Stephen 
Cash from 3 persons, 5s each

Collections in Zion Church, per Messrs. 
T. M. and E. T. Taylor

£10 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 U
1 0 0 
10 0 
1 5 0 
1 5 0 
1 5 0 
1 5 0 
0 12 6 
0 12 6 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0

Thomas M Taylor .... 
Henry Vennor ....
James Baylis 
James P Clark & Co .... 
Edward T Taylor 
1 C Mayer 
John Leeming 
A K Lavicounl 
H H Whitney 
W S Childs 
A F Sabine 
A Cameron 
Alfred Savage 
Tneodore Lyman 
.1 4l D Lewis

sees

Free Contributions to the Religions Tract Society, Mon­
treal, 1851.

Rev. C. Bancroft, .......................................................
Montreal Association for the Distribution of Religious

Tracts, ..................... . .......................
R. Armour, Esq., .......................................................
John Rose, ........................ ......................
Mr. Marshall, St. Rose, .......................................
Mrs. Henderson, Quebec, .......................

0 10 0

3 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0

William 
Charles 
John W 
George I 
William 
Sibley 1 
Henry I 
William 
John M 
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SJones 
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CB.. 
J F Sm 
J F Arl 
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A & D 
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W. Torrance, Esq :—

James R Orr .... 
James Court 
Robert Anderson .... 
James B Grnensliields .... 
Joseph Mackay 
Mrs Caldwell .

.. £2 0
01
01

1 5 0 
1 5 0 
0 15 0 
0 10 0 
0 7 6 
0 7 6 
0 7 6 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0

R Forrester 
James Morrison 
William Hutchison 
Edward Mackay 
James Davison.
T D Heathfield 
A M‘G"un 
J Sterling....
Neil Macintosh 
F Torrance
DAP 
A Stevenson 
James Scott .... 
John Campbell 
James Rough 
J Auld 
T Brown 
Archibald Swan 
E Maclver 
James Sculthcrp 
X Y Z 
X Y Z 
Peter Dods 
William M‘Master 
Robert Dalgleiph

0 5

«il

• • • • £14

Collections in Coté Street Church, by F,

0 10 0William Learmont 
Charles Alexander 
John Whyte 
George Bent 
William MacDougall 
Sibley Forster 
Henry Lyman .
William Rodden 
John M‘Watters, junior 
F F B ....
S Jones Lvman.
William Brodie
CB ....
J F Smith 
J F Arthur 
Several donations entered Cash

00 10
0 10 0

00 10
00 10
0.. 0 10
00 10

0 10 0
0 5 0
0 5 0

00 5
00 5
00 5

0 5 0
0 5 0
2 5 0
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£25 15 0

£4 7 6

By the same, received after the Accounts 
were made up

J Torrance ......................................
William Dow .......................
William Stephen ......................................
J H Evans .......................
James Gilmour ......................................
Wm Murray .......................

£1
1
1
1
1
1

John Smith 
Joseph Wenham 
D Davidson 
Robert Weir 
Hon Peter M'Gill ... 
J G Mackenzie 
Thomas Ure 
John Frothingham 
Hon James Ferrier..., 
G W Campbell, M D 
A H Campbell 
Thomas Paton 
C Dorwin ....
H Mulholland 
H L Routh 
W H Robinson 
G Binmore 
John Brodie 
John Smith 
Charles A Low 
George D Ferrier .... 
G W Warner 
John Henderson ....

£1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5
1 0
1 0
1 o
1 5
1 5
0 10
0 10
0 10

William Muir 
Mrs Galt 
Charles G Hill 
James Claxton 
James Mills, senior .... 
James B Stevenson 
James Muir 
James Milne 
D W Hitchcock 
Rev A F Spalding 
W S Robertson 
Mrs Milne 
George Mochrie 
David MacGregor

Collected by Messrs. J. Smith and J. 
Wenham

Collected in the Baptist Church, by Mr. 
J. Mills, senior :—

W Colt 
T Mut 
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Collected in the American Presbyterian 
Church, by Messrs. Benjamin Lyman 
and N. S. Whitney:—

N S Frost .....................................
R Corse .......
Mrs J E Mills .....................................
J M'Loud .......................
N S Whitney .......................
B Lyman .......................
H Seymour .......................
Geo Hagar .......
H Benson .......................
Geo Childs .......
Mrs N S Whitney....................................
Miss Mills .......
Cash, D P Janes .................................... 0 0

The following contributions were' received after the accounts 
for the year were made up :—
Collected by Messrs J. C. Bechet and 

John Lewis ;—

John C Becket 
Jno Lewis 
J Morice 
James Cochrane 
Robert Walt 
James Poet 
J Williamson 
R S Oliver 
Cash, S E 
James Roy 
Thoa Jackson 
Henry Morgan 
Joe McNeice 
Laird Paton ..
C Fairbairn 
David Brown

£0 15
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

£4 10 0

31

7 6

5 0

W Colquhoun 
T Museen 
Mrs Rintoul 
J Thomson 
F M'Culloch
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APPENDIX.

REPORTS OF COLPORTEURS.

■#>

JOSEPH DEXTER POLAND'S REPORT

TO THE MONTREAL RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY.

As there is unity in God, so in all Christian effort is there unity 
of purpose—the promotion of the kingdom of Christ on earth. 
But wc are so constituted in life that this single end must be 
eou»ht by various means. Streams of influence must flow through 
many channels. Christian activities are « distinct as the billows, 
yet one as the sea." In view of the different conditions of so. 
ciety, wise and pious men have devised the system of Colportage 
as best adapted to certain stages of social progress, and to meet 
wants which exist in every community, and which can be met in 
no other way so well. The peculiar advantages of Colportage, 
as suggested by a few weeks' experience in the work, it may not 
be inappropriate briefly to illustrate.

In the first place, It reaches all classes in the community.—The 
minister cannot preach in every house. The Sabbath School can. 
not gather the children of every family. But the Colporteur goes 
to all alike—the orthodox and the errorist, the Christian and the 
infidel, those who hear a single sermon once in two, three, or four 
weeks, as the case may be, and those who hear no sermon at all. 
In his package of religious books, and especially his pungent 
tracts, he has an armory of chosen weapons, from which, if he be 
skilful, he can draw, with almost sure effect upon every heart.

In the second place, Colportage being an union effort, and thus 
divested of sectarian influence, disarms prejudice. The practical 
value of this fact none can know so well as those who have been 
on the field, and seen all the c hilling jealousy of sects, and moved 
harmless and welcome among them all, as mere Christian Col- 
porteurs. Opposera too, dare not so much oppose religion as re­
ligious sects, and when you come to them knowing no sect, you

{|



sits down i 
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Christ an 
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the field '

have got between them and their shield, and perhaps you may 
reach their hearts.

Again, it is a very cheap agency. No one engages in it for the 
pecuniary compensation. The wages of Colporteurs are the ex­
treme minimum. This is as it should be, for i one who are not 
willing to make a personal sacrifice in this particular should un. 
derlake a work which calls for sacrifice in so many others. More­
over, the enterprise partly sustains itself by the sale of religious 
books.

At the same lime, Colportage is rapid in its operation. Not 
unfrequentlv twenty or more families would be visited by one man 
in a single day, though he would have to travel ten or twelve 
miles on foot to reach them. In weeks, two of your Colpor­
teurs visited nearly every accessible family in a district of country 
embracing 250 square miles.

Still, though cheap and rapid, this system is peimanent in it» 
influence. Books will speak when the living tongue is silent. If 
laid aside now, there will come times when some providence of 
God which leaves the heart sorrowing and bereaved, will cause 
the books to be read, and men must yield to their appeals. I met 
with n copy of “ Boston’s Fourfold State,” which was more than 
a hundred years old. So it may be, that in many a house, long 
after the grass is rank upon our graves, Baxter will still call to the 
unconverted, Alleine will still alarm the careless sinner, and James 
will direct the anxious inquirer in the way of life.

But these books will be read. The influence of Colportage is 
diffusive. Where there are but few books, these few are well 
read. They are lent front house to house, and sometimes are 
much worn before the original owner can regain them. Indeed, 
this fact was a serious objection with many men against purchas­
ing our books at all : “lam not going to supply the whole neigh, 
borhvod with books,’’ says one.

Another important consideration is, that the bonks which are 
circulated by means of Colportage Contain religious truth in the 
purest and most impressive jorms. The pious meditations of 
Baxter on I ho Saints’ Everlasting Rest ; Doddridge, from his own 
holy experience, developing the Rise and Progress of Religion in 
the Soul ; Bunyan, with Ins Pilgrim, making Progress toward the 
celestial city ; the Practical Thoughts of the devout Nevins ; the 
fervid Remains of Payson ; the profound contemplations of Ed- 
wards on the Religious Affections,—these have furnished many 
pious hearts with Christian nutriment, and they will preach “very 
wisely ’’ when the Colporteur is forgotten.

It also furnishes peculiarly favorable opportunities for faithful 
religions conversation. The Colporteur has always fewer reasons 
than the local preacher for restraining plainness of speech. But 
aside from this, a man, called unexpectedly from his work in the 
field to have a stranger talk to him of God and Christ, and the 
world to come, cannot soon forget what he has heard ; Conscience 
will repeat it over and over again to him by night and by day. 
And a woman, interrupted amid her family duties, by a man who
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jntt)n «monff her household things and asks her “ if she is a » 
- if she expects io become one;" and “ why she i6 

not one nowl” will constantly hear those questions, like
echoes in the hall of memory, which w.ll lorever repeat them

selves till they are answered.
The labors of a Colporteur exert a valuable influence upon 

ChriLn. in ike commvmty.
imnarts a silent but powerful practical lesson of Christian auty. 
The minister will say, “ 1 must water these seeds of divine truth 
UiÏSèv mlv bung forth fruit;» and the pious layman w,11 say, 
^ihis Cïlporteur wmk ,s very simple ; why have I‘ "«g*

\ to S .ni tracts among m,
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Met a Universalis! woman one day, who boldly affirmed that
she had always done heHuty, and Je loved Cod withal. 
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A young lady inquired for Shakspeare. I told her my books 
had more good things than Shakspeare, and none of his bad 
things. As she would not purchase, I left her a tract on the 
Value of the Bible.

Had an 
spoke agai 
morning I 
young wifi 
books, she 
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promptly s 
wanted, si: 
a dollar, a 
FlavePs M 
be, that so 
so that lie 
and shall <

From S< 
to actual I 
I held pern 
members, 
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books to lh
of $11 24. 
40U volumi

Found a young man who was sick, and expecting soon to die 
with consumption. Said he had hoped in Christ about eight 
months, and that he would not turn his hand over to secure life. 
He bought some books on practical piety.

Called at the house of a veteran English soldier, who had been 
in the army 19 years, and had served in the Spanish wars under 
Wellington. He showed me his medal for having been engaged 
in the hard fought battles of Vittoria and Corunna. The old man 
says he loves the Saviour now. As 1 parted with him, I told him 
I hoped he would be more faithful in his service to the Prince of 
Peace, than he ever had been to the “ Iron Duke.”

Met a young Universalist woman who said, she supposed, ac­
cording to my views, that her father and brother were in hell, 
and if so, she wished to go there also. I told her she did not 
know what she was saying; and tried to show her the daring im­
piety of such language, but she only insisted on it the more, that 
she was satisfied with her present belief,—and that if her father 
and brother were in hell, she could not be willing to go to heaven.

One house I found occupied by a young man and woman, who 
were but recently married. Had considerable freedom in urging 
them to begin their married He as Christians, and to commence 
at once the discharge of their religious duties.

Sept. 20.— I called upon an aged man, above 80, who has read 
his Bible once through since the commencement of 1851, and is 
nearly through Isaiah, in the second reading. It was a privilege 
to kneel with him and Ilia aged partner around their family altar, 
and lead their morning devotions at the throne of grace.

COLPORT
Became considerably interested in a medical student, who said 

he sometimes studied his professional books on the Sabbath. 
Spoke to him of its being a sin, and urged him to buy a Sabbath 
Manual, telling him that he ought by all means to investigate the 
subject thoroughly before presuming thus to appropriate hours 
which should be sacred to the Lord.
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As my repealed solicita­
tions, seconded by his mother, could not prevail on him to buy, I 
offered to give him the book if he would promise to read it. Still 
he refused, alleging as a reason, that he had no time to read. 
Poor young man ; he had time on the Sabbath to study medicine, 
but none for enquiring whether he had a right thus to study 
diciue or not !

me-

Met a good old Scotch woman who lived within two miles of 
religious meetings, by crossing the line into Vermont, but staid at 
hmne on the Sabbath, because it was seven or eight miles to the 
nearest meeting in Canada. When asked, why she did not go 
down into Vermont, and attend meeting, *• because,” said she, 
“my heart will no* let me go out of the kingdom for that."
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Had an altercation with an infidel one evening in a store who 
spoke against all religionists with much bitterness. The next 
morning I called at Ins house. Found that lie had an interesting 
young wife who was pious. Wishing to purchase some of mv 
books, she sent her little daughter, of about four years old, into 
the store to get half a dollar from her infidel husband, which he 
promptly sent to her. But finding this insufficient for what she 
wanted, she sent her little girl hack again for another quarter of 
a dollar, and the infidel husband gave that also. She bought 
Havel’s Method of Grace, and Henry on Meekness; and it may 
be, that sometime the iron heart of the setter himself w.II soften 
so that he will seek to know the method of that surprising grace’ 
and shall clothe his morose spirit with that heavenly meekness. '

From September 8 to November 9, the length of time devoted 
to actual labor on the field, I vis,ted 324 families, in 163 of which 
1 held personal rel gious conversation with one or more of the 
members. 7 of these families were destitute of the Bible, and 66 
had no other religions books except the Bible. 25 of these 
families neglect attending the evangelical preaching to which 
they have access once in two, t! ree, or four weeks. 2 families 
only were Catholics. I addressed 6 public meetings, and sold
reMloxhe a,m° u"1 ol"$70 39< iintl made grants to the amount 

ot Igsil 44. In these families I must have circulated
40U volumes, and 1200 religious tracts. as many as

Jos. Dexter Poland.

REPORT OF S. J. HUMPHREY,

COLPORTEUR FOR MONTREAL RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY, FROM

SEPT. 3 to’oct. 14, 1851.
I shall perhaps best answer the design of this Report, by giving 

a brief sketch of the towns where we labored, the slate of society, 
religion, education, &c„ and a detail of our mode of procedure 
adding such incidents as will illustrate the nature and importance 
.lÏehW°r,k fol^!wline lh'8 Plan. I «hall speak only of those 
pawed 8 lhf0Ug 1 whlch a,y colleague, Mr. Poland, and myself

,r,We yisite<}Bmme, Sutton, and the Western part of Bolton.— 
1 hese townships lie just north of Vermont, and west of Lake
k .16 8Urfa?° ,,f lhc country is hilly and mountainous,
but the land is mostly arable, and with proper cultivation gives 
abundant returns. Although some neighborhoods have been 
se t ed thirty or forty years, yet this may be considered a newly 
settled country. Much of the land is still in the state of nature, 
but the forests are rapidly disappearing before the axe of the 
hardy settlers, who have come here to begin th« world, and seek 
.heir fortunes in the woods. Perhaps a majority of the inbabi-
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. ;n npwlv settled countries, the people
As is generally the case y B of thought and feeling, and

are very diverse in their orig • . j(J in lld forming state, flue,
in their religious sentiment • wVjlh a wantof gcneial infor-
tuating, impressible, and makes it a fruitful field where
mation on the part of t ie P* ‘‘P • eal variety of forms Some 
spring up error and fa.nat,c'8 h^. becn burnt over with Miller, 
parts of these township» seem minds of the people scathed
ism and kindred sects, « 8 e 0f society so critical as this,
and withering. There f glhe rjgbt stamp is infused at
If a strong religious „nd healthy fnfiuence in giving tone
this point, it has a powerfu and ^ (t8 abidj„g form. If
and direction to public sentim liable to become
„o such element is intermingle , '«And l0 be almost
fixed in its opposition
impervious to future effort . ^ piou8> intelligent, and

In these towns there are th r work ardent devotion and
educated clergymen, who br.ng^ ^ muf;h. Their hands are
untirin PerB®ve|fa.nlCbp , cheered by the sympathies and cordial 
stayed p and their h , fai(hful private Christians, but
co-ope lion of a f«w ea ^ ^ ^ 8ldc8 are many and stubborn, 
the obstacles which m lent Df territory over which th y
The sparse population , th may so spcaK.drlu/e them,
must spread their labors, nr"M Jbeir want of enterp se; the 
the ignorance of the p «'l „reachcrs, so called, wh on the 
efforts of illiterate and listen to them as to
one hand confuse the minds o d stroy the confidence of
what true religion ^ of the d-fficulVee
many in religion .‘“^' ’̂rt neutralize-their exertions and 
which impede—and, n I a|one can overcome. It
which time and vnduri K wbich we were engaged, will
lieved that the humble efforts ob8iactes, and will
have no sma 1 '"«“^/Ummentality which above all others 
afford valuable aid to th s(,ul—the Gospel ministry.
God blesses .o the salvation of he soul r „f religioue

The destitution of all kinds «f b^’ of the Bible Sue,ety. the 
books, is great. Through t e ||e Word „f God. Aside
inhabitants sre nearly allsopp * . joU8 work ; some m I
from this, few families P (| y vvc find a general d i
one or two, the mass none at m were 80Ught with great ea-
purchase our books ; B0“el'™ c en with those who possess a 
gerness; but the wantof money ^ want „f appreciating the
competency in other rt P thc part of many,made our
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Our plan of operation was “i® ^ p<-8ible to the evange-
town we introduced our8el™ BUch there, and if not, to some
lical clergyman, if there w s lhe way wat usually prepared
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In addition to these labors, as often as practicable we held 
meetings, or took part in those already appointed.

I subjoin a few incidents, not because they 
peculiarly striking, but as illustrating the even 
porteur :—

Called on a family, the father of which was a Universnlist j he 
t&id in conversation, he could not believe that God would make 
men to damn them eternally for a few sins committed in this 
life. I did not discuss the point with him, but appealed to hie 
conscience, and said that every man knew and would acknow- 
ledge if he were honest, that he justly deserved, and would re. 
ceive the abiding wrath of God, if he lived a life of impenitence 
and of opposition to his will, and warned him not to risk the ster. 
nal interests o| his soul on a mere presumption, which hie better 
judgment condemned. He willingly consented to my request, 
to pray with the family, all of whom knelt as I commended them 
to the throne of Divine grace.

anything 
of a Col-

committee at Montreal. We then embraced the first opportunity 
to acquaint the people with our object, and to excite an interest 
among them i.i its behalf. This wnc done by public notices given 
at religious meetings, or by meetings called expressly for that pur­
pose. We were not always successful in this, and often had to labor 
under the disadvantage of explaining to each family as we called 
upon them the nature of our business. With the way thus pre­
pared, we started out, having as many books and tracts as we 
could conveniently carry By means of lutle maps of the roads 
of a town, which some liiend would sketch for us, we were gene­
rally able to lay out our work so as to make circuits and return to 
our head quarters every two or three days for the purpose of re- 
plenishing our stock of bonks, of laying our future plans, and of 
seeking each other’s counsel and sympathy, (for we, of course,in 
making our calls, went out singly). At such times we often had 
occasion to remark the wisdom of Him who sent out his disciples 
two by two. Our purpose as to call at every house, however 
retired it might be. or howev poor its inmates. In visiting a 
family, we would first call attention to our books, their cheapness, 
their value as religious works, and the importance of possessing 
such books, especially where children were growing up and form- 
ing characters. 1 his would usually lead the way to personal 
religious conversation, and when circumstances rendered it appro, 
priate, we gladly embraced the opportunity ; sometimes kneeling 
down and commending them to God, and imploring a blessing 
the means of grace we hact brought to their doors We left in 
every house, with scarcely an exception, something ; if they could 
not or would not buy, we sometimes granted a bound volume, and 
always a number of tracts ; so that in nearly every family in those 
towns, the little tract and the religi >us book are silently appealing 
to the eye, and preaching to the heart and conscience of its mem- 
bers j and long after the memory of our brief visit shall have passed 
away, those little volumes will still preach on, and we trust, under 
God, be the means of saving immortal soul.
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evening,books to sell. Late in the

with his wife and one or

In the morning
aid lie was ricu.y p»'u wlth me t„ the house
with whom l spent the mjM ^ often aUcnded the Pro.

French Catholic, who, h fn-nuently affected
nt nraver meetings. and will *1 ____
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three little books to
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the man
of a French uatnoi.c, w,..., "T .freauently affected to tears 
testant prayer meetings, and w After conversation with
at hearing intelligible prayer P • neighbor promised tohim' v:;is ^come
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GV."iï«tidriLipUi ’■■£»=• - - * •«* C‘U“"
lie. and confessed regularly 0 1 v n
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Fourni a young mc.lher in » mo.t u'er reading »*• of
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novel which she had laid aside,

A good old lady inquired for 
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and had always longed 10 own ,lj rea 
tent daughter, saying. ‘ There,-Ian ,

•t help turning to the bora.
Gave a few tracts to a man who ^ ^^^’xclaimed ; it is too 

books, MWh*l.doyougiM«ne*jUh • wUh tcar8 bade me 
much.’* He followed me to the door a whjch he had laid
God-speed. Another poor man, _ without bread than
up to purchase bread, saying he had rather go

In one house
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d, clergyman, although the Catholics were greatly enraged, and 

tried every means in their power to prevent it. His wife had 
been a bitter Catholic, but since her husband’s death has permit, 
ted her children to attend a Protestant Sabbath School, and reads 
Protestant books.

In concluding this report I would express my gratitude for 
the many kindnesses which I received from the people among 
whom I labored; even those who had no special interest in our 
work, treated us with great hospitality, and the hearty sympathy 
and cordial co-operation with which the clergymen of those 
towns, and many of the private Christians, cheered our hearts and 
strengthened our hands, have an enduring place in our memory.

S. J. Humphry.
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MR. DICKINSON’S REPORT.for
sr,”

Andover, Nov. 4,1851.
Dear Sir. When I saw you last you wished me to give a 

report of my Colporteur labor in the townships, together with 
some part of my journal while laboring for the Montreal Religious 
I ract Society. This I am happy to do, if in any way, it will ad­
vance the cause of pure religion among those whose hospitality 
we so often enjoyed while laboring for the Society.

In order that the fitness of the system of colportage to the work 
to be done in the n°w setllemenis of Canada may appear. I will 
first notice the physical condition of the people. In the Eastern 
Counties the largest part of the people are living on new farms, 
and are consequently subjected to all the difficulties and hardships 
of new settlements. Some few farms are under cultivation, and 
yield to their owners a competency of all the necessaries of life, 
yet this is not generally the case. The land, though naturally 
rich, must be subdued by long and patient toil, before the sweat 
of the brow will be rewarded by an abundant supply for thoir 
families. Houses must be erected—trees felled, stumps dug out, 
stones cleared away and fences budded, before the farmer can 
reap the full reward of his labor. This long process to subdue 
the soil, with little or no appropriate reward, leaves the people 
without the means to supply their spiritual wants. They must 
now have food and clothing for the body, but they can put off the 
claims of the soul till a future time. In most places they are not 
able to support without assistance a minister of the Gospel ; nor 
are they able to obtain Religious Books for themselves and chil- 
dren, at the high prices of ordinary sale. Their ministers, if 
they have any, must he sustained, for the present, by the 
butions of other parts of the Christian Church.

1 his being their condition physically, some cheap way of cir. 
culating religious information and pure Bible instruction should 
be adopted, until they
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42P . Th_ ntrencv needed ie one which will teach a
means of grace* Th g . nc vvhich will be free from
spiritual, active, and holy "l'J'J. *, wiU Co.nmend itself to the 
all sectarian prejodtcc , lo a8 the pure Gospel of
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wht|ihteneVfeelirrUrVtratChe8 ** ,HUl8’mUSt know the decP anxiety
preaching to them is not enough. He longs*tÜ'sec^hem'facMo 

laee, their own homes, and then in more intimate communion with 
the family, direct them personally to the Lamb of God. This he 
cannot do while his people are so scattered, and his parish is so 
large as we find them in these new settlements. To the honor of 
those laboring in these parts, be it said, that my short acquaint, 
ance with them, has proved them faithful men. Rev. Mr. Flan­
ders of the Methodist Church, and Rev. A. T. Whitten, and Rev.
Kobert Lindsay, of the Episcopal Church, are abundant in labor

n l good of their respective flocks. Yet what can they, and 
all other ministers do in pastoral visits, when the field of labor is 
■o large. One of them has sixteen preaching places, and to meet 
his appointments must preach almost every day in the week, 
besides preaching three times on the Sabbath. The extremes of 
his parish are twenty.five miles apart, and the work of each of 
Ine others is scarcely less arduous.

^^a^can Ministers do in pastoral visits, when they are driven 
to and Iro, like a weaver's shuttle, over highways and by-ways, 
to meet their appointments in preaching ? They can do nothing, 
if they make a visit, it must be a flying visit. They cannot have 
time to sit down for an hour, and talk seriously with the family 
about the interests of their souls, and then sea1 the impressions made 
by heartily commending them to God in prayer. Many families 
which I visited, spoke of never having a visit from the minister. 
One case I will mention. I called on a family, when I soon 
learned that the mother was a widow. She was a member of the 
Methodist Church, yet, she had not heard a prayer, nor seen a 
minister since she left the old country, over a year ago. She 
seemed rejoiced to have one call on her who could pray, and we 
kneeled and wept together at a throne of grace. When we met 
such persons, we always went away feeling that it was worth 
all our toil, to be able to comfort and encourage them to go on in 
a Christian life. Could you have looked in upon the families, as 
I visited them from day to day, you would have seen the eyes of 
many of those honest.hearted and hardy farmers filled with tears, 
a8 we endeavored affectionately to speak of the love of Christ, 
and to urge upon them the duty of immediate concern for their 
gOUls.

I fear I have written too much already in giving you these 
thoughts and feelings concerning the Colporteur work in Canada. 
To me it has been a most interesting work, and I shall ever look 
back with pleasure upon the time spent by me in the service of 
the Montreal Religious Tract Society. If inv labors on our in­
teresting field does not benefit others, I know it has done me good, 
k ?|R al,Prec'a*e better my own exalted privileges, and 1 hope I 

shall be humbled that I have such advantages for knowing God, 
and yet improve them so little.

PRIVATE REPORT.

Cash received for sales of Books
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TractsValue of Grants of Boot» and -of Te„amonte, 
No. of Public Meetings addreaacd, and No. of Preyer 

No. ^ Famdi^deatUlite of aii'Ke'ij^oua'Books eacept

the Bible...............
No. of Families who
No. SS™5'îS«

WhoKmtoof ïamiiiea aisiled....................
No. destitute of the Bible...........................................

habitually neglect Evangelical

report of labors
COUNTY, C.B., BETWEEN SEPT. 4

COLPORTEUR IN SHEFPORD 

AND OCT.
AS A 11 1851.—BY H. K. EDSON.
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Unit'd StateSsl.,,r“'rhe friends of Christ h. Canada
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wants, and is a work of God.

n.... 7ty for the American Tract <>c y ■ neA the desire to en- 
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gotten so long ?” The clergymen of the different evangelical de- 
nominations gave their influence to the work, and much is due to 
their aid and co-operation. With a circuit or parish, thirty miles 
in diameter, and a dozen or more preaching places, the families 
of which they could not visit ; they acknowledged in Colportage 
a valuable and indispsnsable auxiliary.

Frost Village was my head quarters, to which I was obliged 
frequently to resort for books, and to despatch supplies to my 
brethren in the work.

I met on mv field with almost every shade of religious be­
lief,—Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, and 
Congregationalists ; and with every variety of error—Catholics, 
Infidels, Universaliste, Millerites, and Nothingarians. In one 
neighborhood, Millerism, “ smuggled in from the States,” is 
deeply rooted. The victims of this delusion profess to expect 
their Lord yearly. They have violent “ struggles” for sinners, 
in winch they roll upon the floor, froth, and throw themselves 
about in the most frantic manner, kicking to pieces whatever 
comes in their way. By such means reproach and distrust are 
brought on all who profess religion, and infidels and scoffers are 
multiplied. Such may surely be called “ burnt districtswhich 
it will take half a century to convert to a “ fruitful field.”

Permit me to give some illustrations of [my work, as taken 
from my journal in the field :—

The Universali8t.—A young Scotchman, the head of a family, 
refused to buy and was loth to receive books as gifts. God was 
good, he said, and would save all, as he could prove from hie 
word. Yet he did not worship him, nor would he risk his eter­
nal happiness on his creed. Cautiously questioned him to as. 
certain whether he ever attended meeting, or read the bible, if he 
had one. But he shrewdly remarked, he supposed I had a book 
and would note all down to tell in Montreal. lie wanted no­
thing to do with religious people in this world. Finding that he was 
only confirmed in his wickedness by controversy, Land would not 
be won by kindness, I gave his children tracts and left him.

The Backslider.—He is often met with. One invited me to 
hie houso after Sabbath services. He had been member of an 
Orthodox Church in New England. Several years since he em- 
braced Millerism, and was now an infidel. “ The Sabbath was 
all a humbug,” he said, and “religion was worth what it would 
fetch.” Truly, “ evil men and seducers wax worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived.” His family gave proof of the 
ruin his principles had wrought.

Another said he had got far away, and it was hard—more dif­
ficult now to get back, than first to come to the cross. All 
around him was discouraging. Gave him suitable counsel and 
tracts, prayed with him, and left with his cordial thanks.

The Universulist Blacksmith.—I went into a blacksmith's 
shop by the way side. The smith had heard my account of Col. 
portage the previous Sabbath, and gave me apparent welcome. 
He told me at once what he was, and what ho believed ; but drop.
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ïïfïïi mi™r mu,. ;":iîde,:;;tdh„nd"nm,,l:: îSi. "“S
b°U,nh-t«d aslbelie^d! with more inward disquiet than his 
“i.b tuld indie,.. «:^hTbn.1;.

^iX-trîÆMF "6,e "d ,to *hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces.

C..WC. &W.--C.1W ^ “ * ^
their children .0 ^““^,5 s.ld.h.kn.l. to .h.
A dTSS m,“ înd . SfSrmed” P'..» -he ..«be"-” <
u‘r,g ’ !hnm Z’ anger and criminality of such a course, and 
^rr.Sgtm ilB*resulla in ..her »nre .1 w».ch were

known to them.

The Degenerate New Englander•— 

and eight children, inhabiting a poor 
tne. only three of the number could «ad.

Found a father, mother, 
incr house in a small clear-

was poor, it was hur K ... j()Urney was over,

lived a family like the bcathdi. with ut Baxtcr.,

S 1«; i, upby.he „.h l=.dmg •«»<*•

^r,e.^r.T^.7"^'-«n"‘J“r,:r.d.nc.'g»id.d«.J
hand to select appropriate tracts.

æïï^iSk FfëïSSÊS 
*2 *»Æ s*6b“lb -

hie holiday.
Good books are needed and road. Met m Jached 

eociety publication that had been lent out till it h u|)der ,
place from Slansteud, forty miles away, an begin theirlumber of ™‘"«™er..,h0^\*.:r..c iX.' 'bm^ .h. 
travels, and are .net w!lhlr£e£r m,.rchant testified aim,
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i. I see no books, or nothing but almanacs, Tract Society oubli™ 

lions were now found, and were read with interest. Pres.
■ea-

fc'T”c,--?ne old man and his consort seemed to 
hare got beyond my books. He -had professed relimon fort.
ERSW IVeh by fai« lWelve” He ran ovcr '"y large

Swere the ". ”1,3 33T3

augh er, read that, and you cannot help being converted—it
ï rr;prrr^ranch'" 1 fo,md h* waa fading

would he » ? * 7 f°r Bn addi,ional reason he thought it
would be a piece of wisdom and good economy to buy, viz : the
reading space was not as in some of the other books taken 
with pictures. The hardships of his first life had wrought in
Sof "‘"'e "= r6li8bed'18 1 1» kernel *nd
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SVeflmôoaf Scene—After laboring two days at the outlet of 
Memphramagog, I took the steamer for a point twelve miles up
Lon knnwn„ °ndll,e WC8t eide- TI,C na,"re <lf my mission wa! 

spp »^d ""I "Ï car/,aSe was surrounded,-some curious to
see and others to buy books. Many volumes were disposed of, 

aptain himself leading Ihe purchases. He gave me a free
tPcr and6AHI p acei?n Cabi'‘ la',le’ traCts- a,,d works of Bax- 
t r and A Heine. At one of the landing places two well dressed
book»emen Carm? °n b<’ar.d' °n CnterinS lho cabin and seeing the 

8baS,,0de,l°r b®"1 exclaimed’ “hurrah, religion by the whole- 
sale, and then commenced reading from Baxier's Call, “Turn
fusio'n \ -d d^6 dle*u 1HVudden,y 8t°l,Ped' Hnd in evident con. 
fusion laid down the book,-I knew not why. Scanning me

ry closely he paced the deck, and soon introduced himself, re. 
calling to my mernory an acquaintance made in the Spring. It
sonhe^eTrncdV"08 Wlth SaCrCd lh'ng9 muat huve been the les.

.QC^“rc* tn^y house."—Called on a venerable man, a native 
f, rS^d a«d', f10 ,waa ful1 "f pleasant Scotch memories, and love 
lor old Scotch divines whom he had heard.—Dr. Chalmers
R?îdpghlherl‘ ,He l°"k d"wn 10 8,-ew me the old, well worn 
“J.,1®» br,,ught from Dunfermline. I was sorry to learn that
mvinmv6 n0r h"y °f h'!ifjmily alte,,dcd meeting. In answer to 
wLhq«. D • ,he re,mmded me of “ the church in their house,•> 

ich bt. Paul speaks of. This was his church, for lie could not 
commune with any of the sects around him. I brought to his 
m nd another passage from St. Paul, “ Not forsaking the assem.

ngof ourselves togciher, as the manner of some is.’* He 
JJJ „euppllcd Wllh book8» and 1 left with his “ peace be with

«iîüZZiT* faCl8 !"ight be 8latcd« ba* PerhaP8 1 have already 
exceeded the proper bounda of a report. P. ges might be filled
•hewing the advantages of Colportage. Numerous8testimonials
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in lone forest homes.

j-

i
STATISTICS OF OUR UNITED LABORS.

The segregate of labor performed amounts Id twenty wee*..
There were sold 1347 volumes, Jg® Qf these vols., 25
away, 412 volumes amounting £ JTO.1^ ; 33 Bunyan's P,l-
were Baxter’s Saints’Real, uax ^ D>Aulligne,6 History;
grim ; 43 Sabbath Manu.i , hpsides many thousand tracts,
and 100 Pictorial Tract P"m^hj J 24 were Catholic, 123 habi- 
954 families were visited, of which destitute of the

disposed of. left to be returne employing laborers found
lo»go7 in U,e

11

vice.With these statements, we leave' th® cause of Co P.^ the 
Canada, with Christians and P,hi antphJXn. effort. Many more 
need of continued and mr^rca^1^1 of a Colporteur is $150. 
laborers are demanded. The usual s y esteem it a
Are there not some who read these lines wno^ ^ of lhese

or $10, or $5, “ Ye shall in

îiïû Wmuch as ye have done it unto the least ol Ed8oN,
have done it unto me.’
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JAMES STREET, MONTREAL.
j. e. secret, printer, 22great st.


