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L ong before the f irst E uropean explorers landed on the shores of North
America, the vast land mass that is now Canada was populated by

a diverse range of aboriginal peoples. Misnamed "Indians" by Christopher
Columbus in 1492 when he mistakenly bel ieved that he had arrived in India,
today they form an important part of Canadian society.

As the original inhabitants of Canada, and with a history that dates
back tens of thousand of years, Indian tribal groups are today referred
to as "First Nations." Despite sharing a deep and spiritual relationship with
the land and the life forms it supports, First Nations have widely varying
cultures, customs and languages. They are also politically and culturally
distinct f rom Inuit - aboriginal people who live in the Northwest Terri-
tories, northern Quebec and Labrador. A third group - the Métis - are
the offsprîng of Indian and non-Indian parents.

Registration

Today, there are more than 440 000 registered Indians in Canada.
To be registered means that an individual is recognized under federal law
as being a status Indian and is Iisted on the Indian Register which is main-
tained for the Government of Canada by its Department of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development (DIAND).

Registration entitles Indians to certain benefits (including assistance
for post-secondary education and some non-insu red health benef its) which
may not be available to non-Indians.

Membership in a band

Registered Indians may also be members of a band - a formally
recognized group of Indians. Membership in a band entitles Indian indi-
viduals to the collective treaty and/or aboriginal rights of that band. Band
members may also have the right to live on a reserve and to share in the
assets of the band.

Terms used in this publication include:
"Indian" and "status Indian" refers ta an individual who is recorded as an Indian in the
Indian Register; most are members of an Indian band.
"Treaty Indian" is a termn used ta describe an Indian who is a member of a band that signed
a treaty.
"Non-status Indian" is an individual who is of Indian ancestry but flot registered as an Indian.
Together, the Metis, Inuit and Indians (status, non-status, and treaty Indians) are referred
to as aboriginal, f irst nations or native.



Currently, there are some 600 Indian bands in Canada. Average
band membership is about 700 people. Several bands have fewer than

50 members, and the largest (Six Nations of the Grand River) has roughly
13 000 members.

Reserves

Approximately 60 per cent of registered Indians live on reserves
- special areas of land set aside through treaties or the Indian Act for

the sole use and benef it of 1Ind ians. There are more than 2 200 such reserves
across Canada. Most reserves are located in rural areas, many are isolated
and sonne are not inhabited. In f act, approximately one in six Indians lives
in an area s0 remote that there is no year-round road access to the nearest
town.

Registered lndians living on a reserve are eligible for a variety of

federal programs, including health, education, social assistance and, where
available, housing assistance. As well, they may be exempt f rom payung
income tax on earnings f rom on-reserve businesses or employment.

The 40 per cent of registered Indians who live off-reserve do so

for a variety of reasons such as seeking employment opportunities or
attending school. Although many Indians have neyer lived on a reserve,
they nevertheless, maintain close ties with their traditional communities.

Population - age and distribution

Registered Indians currently comprise about 1.5 per cent of the
Canadian population. The Indian population is relatively young, with weIl
over haîf of registered Indians being under 25 years of age (compared to
only 37 per cent of ail Canadians).

Indian populations also vary widely f rom region to region. For

example, fewer th-an one out of every 100 people in the Atlantic provinces
is a registered Indian. In the Northwest Territories and Yukon, however,
approximately one person in f ive is a registered Indian. (Métis and Inuit
living in the North have not been included in this figure.)



A people in transition

Historically, Indians have been one of the most socially and

economically disadvantaged groups in Canada. Restrictive legisiation
governing Indians and their land, efforts to assimilate Indians into non-
native society, a lack of economic development opportunities, inadequate
education - these and other f actors have been links in a chain of
dependency on government.

Today, however, Canadian Indians are making others understand
that they were once f ree, self-sustaining nations with their own forms of

government. They have achieved significant progress in virtually ai aspects
of daily if e over the past 25 years, with the promise of even greater break-
throughs in the 1990s. Indians are, in f act, in a period of transition as they

pursue a cultural, social, political and economic revival.



Prehistoric times

M ost anthropoIogists agree that the North American Indian originated
in Asia and migrated over the Bering Sea f rom Siberia. Recent dis-

coveries of primitive tools have led some to specu late that man was present
in the New World as early as 40000 B.C., when North America was largely
covered with glaciers. With the melting of the glaciers (around 8000 B.C.),
these prehistoric inhabitants adapted their lifestyle f rom hunting the giant
sloth and mammoth to pursuing much smaller prey such as deer, bear
and elk. By 1000 B.C., prehistoric populations had become more stable
and individual cultures began to emerge in different areas of the continent.

Cultures

In Canada, six distinct Indian culture areas have generally been
recognized. In each case, the geographical environment played a large
role in shaping the culture. Each culture was composed of a number of
trîbes, some of which are now extinct.

Woodland indians

The easternmost culture area was that of the nomadic Woodland
Indians, who lived in a harsh climate of long, cold winters and short, hot
summers. This culture area encompasses what are today the provinces
of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island,
Quebec and much of Ontario. The Woodland tribes were the Micmac,
Malecite, Montagnais, Naskapi, Ojibway, Algonkin, Cree and the now
extinct Beothuk.

These tribes depended on moose, deer, bear, beaver and caribou
for food and clothing. Diets were supplemented by fresh-water f ish and
fowl, and by shell-fish and cod harvested along the Atlantic coast. Ail
Woodland tribes lived in "wigwams," essentially a f ramework of poles
covered with bark, woven rush mats or caribou skin.

Iroquoian Indians

By contrast, the lroquoian Indians lived in more permanent villages
irea that is now southeastern Ontario. There were nine principal

-the Huron, Tobacco, Neutral, Erie, Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga,
and Seneca (the latter f ive tribes were known col lectively as the

s). Theirs was a fertile land where a mîld climate provided ample
,plant and cultivate crops.



Adapting to their stable environment, the lroquoian Indians became
superb farmers and developed early systems of democratic government.
They lived in "longhouses," large dwellings that housed extended families.
Constructed of poles and slabs of bark, a typical longhouse was 10 m wide,
10 m high and 25 m long.

Plains Indians

The Plains Indians occupied a vast territory of grasslands, or prairies
(parts of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta), that was once home to
thriving herds of antelope and buffalo. These tribes - the Blackfoot,
Blood, Piegan, Gros Ventre, Plains Cree, Assiniboine, Sioux and Sarcee
- were greatly dependent on the buffalo for food and clothing. Thus,
they lived a nomadic lifestyle, following the buffalo herds on their migra-
tions across the prairies.

Plains Indians lived in "tipis," slightly tilted, cone-shaped dwellings
constructed of poles covered with buffalo hides. Before the introduction
of the horse to North America, dogs were used to pull the disassembled
homes and possessions of Plains Indians from one temporary living site
to another. The arrivai of horses (about 1730) made travel f aster and easier
for these trîbes, and they quickly became skilled riders.



Tribes in this region obtained food by harvesting salmon, shellfish
and whales from the sea. Compared with other Indian cultural groups in
Canada, they had elaborate social structures that included a nobility, com-
moners and slaves. Today, Pacific Coast Indians are known throughout
the world for their distinctive and powerful art forms, especially the totem
pole.

Mackenzie and Yukon River Basin Indians

The sixth cultural group, the Indians of the Mackenzie and Yukon
river basins, had a more diff icuit way of Ide than many other tribal grou ps.
Their territory took up more than a quarter of Canada's total land mass,
encompassing what we now know as the northern regions of the Prairie
provinces and parts of the Northwest Territories and the Yukon Terrîtory.
There were 12 principal tribes: the Chipewyan, Beaver, Slave, Yellowknife,
Dogrib, Hare, Kutchin, Han, Tutchone, Kaska, Mountain and Sekani.



The land of the Mackenzie and Yukon River Basin Indians consisted
of dense forests, barren expanses and swampy terrain known as muskeg.
Winters were long and severe, and the people of these northern tribes were
primarily occupied with day-to-day survival. For food, they depended on
scattered and often scarce herds of such migratory animais as caribou
and moose, and on fish. Their nomadic existence was reflected in their
choice of simple, easily erected dwellings such as lean-tos and tents made
of animal skins.

Spiritual beliefs

Just as their lifestyles often differed dramatically, the six Canadian
Indian cultures developed distinct spiritual beliefs and ceremonies.

For example, many of the religious practices of the Indians of the
Mackenzie and Yukon river basins were related to hunting, butchering
game and disposing of the bones, as were those of the Woodland Indians.
Among the lroquoian, the Huron believed that aIl things, including fabri-
cated items, had a soul and were immortal.

The Plains Indians worshipped such great spirits as the Sun, the
Thunderbird and Napiwa, the Old Man of the Dawn. For their part, the
Pacific Coast tribes believed that the human and animal worlds were inter-
connected, and that salmon were actually supernatural beings who lived
in human form beneath the sea.

In virtually ail tribes, adolescent males were required to under-
take a "vision quest" before being accepted into manhood. In these cere-
monies, Indian males sought out a guardian spirit that would remain with
them throughout their lifetîme. In one Plateau Indian tribe, girls under-
went a two-year period of seclusion in a separate hut, where they received
intensive training for womanhood.

Languages

Over thousands of years, the different Indian tribes in Canada
developed distinct languages. These have been classified into 10 major
linguistic families, each of which is made up of individual but related
languages. Together, these 10 families comprise more than 50 individual
aboriginal languages.

Indians belonging to the same language family do not necessarily
share the same culture. Similarly, Indians who share the same cultural
background do not necessarily belong to the same language group.



A lthough there is evidence that European seamen came into contactwith North American Indians as early as A.D. 1000, European explorers
and settiers did flot settie permanently in Canada until the l6th century.

France was the f irst country to show a strong interest in the territory
that is now Canada. The f irst French explorer, Jacques Cartier, encountered
Micmac Indians almost immediately upon landing in the New World in
1534. Cartier's subsequent attempts to establish settiements failed, in part
because he had alienated local lndian tribes by abducting some of their
members and taking them back to Europe.

The fur trade

Nevertheless, Europeans continued to visit the east coast to f ish
its abundant waters and engage in trade for furs with the Woodland Indians.
Over the next 50 years, the French developed a fondness for beaver hats
that led to a growing and lucrative trade. intertribal trade in furs for other
commodities had existed long before the arrivai of the Europeans. How-
ever, the desire of the Europeans for fur combined with their offerings
of "magical" new products sharply raised the value of furs as articles of
trade. in return for beaver pelts, the French adventurers; provided Indians
with European manufactured goods, including the musket (an early f irearm)
and food items such as biscuits and preserved goods.

The development of the fur trade is one of the most important
events in the history of Canada. it also marked a turning point in the life-
styles of many Indian tribes. They began to trap more animais for pelts,
and therefore had less time for traditional subsistence activities. As a resu It,
their diets changed and they became more dependent on European foods.
As well, the demand for furs led hunters farther af ield, often into the terri-
tory of other tribes. Intertribal warf are intensif ied, and was given a new
dimension by the muskets Indians acquired through trade and alliances
with Europeans.

Permanent settiement

In 1608, French adventurer Samuel de Champlain founded the
settlement of Quebec (today's Quebec City) as a fur trading centre. It was
also around this time that England took a more vigorous interest in the
northern regions of the New World, sending its own traders to North
America in search of furs.



A struggle soon developed for control of Canada, and several Indian
tribes developed trade and military alliances with England and France,
Tribal warf are also erupted, primarily within the lroquoiani culture. When
it ended, the f ive-tribe Iroquois confederacy had destroyed the Huron
nation and dispersed the Neutral and Algonkin tribes f rom their traditional
territories.

Christianity and disease

With the arrivai of permanent European settlers in Canada, vir-
tually no aspect of Indian life remained untouched. In addition to European
products, the new arrivais brought Christianity; the teachings of Jesuit mis-
sionaries f rom France weakened the traditional spiritual bel iefs of many
Indians. The Europeans also brought disease which devastated aboriginal
populations. In f act, some historians have estimated that within a 200-year
period, Indian populations were reduced by as much as 95 per cent by
such diseases as typhoid, diptheria, plague, influenza, measles, tubercu-
losis, smallpox and scarlet fever.



The spread of European influence

The struggle between Britain and France for control of land and
trade in Canada lasted for more than 150 years. During this time, fur traders
representing the two powers advanced through the continent, engaging
Indians in barter. As the influence of the white settiers spread west, many
Indian tribes became increasingly dependent on manufactured goods.
Firearms and disease took a great toil on human and animal life, and inter-
tribal rîvalries f lared.

Beginning in the 1770s, the Pacific Coast Indians made permanent
contact with traders from the United States, Spain and England. Again,
intertribal warfare increased, disease devastated tribal populations and
traditional Indian lifestyles were disrupted. As well, with the arrivaI of
settlers on the west coast, farmers began to take over the land of many
tribes.

Plains Indian Womnan



Treaties and reserves

B ritain gained control of most of North America in 1760 and three years
later issued the Royal Proclamation, which, among other things,

reserved lands for Indians and prescribed that only governments could
deai with Indians on land matters. Purchase or settiement of this territory
was strictly forbidden without special leave and licence obtained f rom
the Crown. The Crown began entering into a series of land-cession treaties
under which Indians gave up their dlaims to specified tracts of land in
return for lump sum cash payments and other benefits. Treaties were used
by the Crown to clear lands of aboriginal'title so that settiement or resource
development cou Id proceed. Treaty-making continued in northern Ontario
and the western provinces until 1923.

Starting in 1830, in parts of what is now eastern Canada, settle-
ment on reserves began under government guardianship and Indians effec-
tively became wards of the state.

Post-Confederation period

With the birth of the Canadian nation in 1867, the new federal
government was given legislative authority over "Indians and lands
reserved for Indîans." This resu lted in a special relationship between the
federal government and Indians which continues to today.

In 1876, the f irst indian Act was passed, giving the federal govern-
ment great powers over Indians living on reserves. Although the Indian
Act has been revised several times in the past century, many of the restric-
tive provisions of the original legislation remain in place.



Tsimshian

Chipewyan

Cree

Haida

Kwakiutl



Bella Coola



Assimilation efforts

During the 1800s and into the 1900s, numerous efforts were made
to assimilate Indians into the "white man's" world. For example, the con-
cept of "enfranchisement" was introduced, whereby Indians were encour-
aged to renounce their aboriginal titie to land in return for the right to
vote in elections. Indians were also enfranchised - with or without their
consent - if they joined the clergy or the armed forces, or attended col lege
or university. In other cases, Indian children were removed f rom their
families and communîties and placed in boarding schools, where they were
forbidden to speak their native language or practice their native tradi-
tions. There were also attempts to train Indians f rom some tribes to be
farmers, even though they and their forefathers had been hunters and
fishermen for centuries.

Most efforts at assimilation failed, largely because of the indomi-
table spirit of Indian people and the government's lack of understanding
of Indian culture. At the same time, Indians paid a steep price socially
and economically with the passing of their usefulness as military and trade
allies and with the disappearance of their traditional way of life.

However, strong and forceful Indian leaders have been emerging,
signalling a re-awakening of traditional Indian culture and beliefs. These
leaders caîl for an equal place for their people in Canadian society, at
the same time emphasizing their desire to remain distinct and avoid assimi-
lation. These efforts generated widespread interest and support among
the non-native public, and resu lted in pressure on governments to improve
the quality of life in Indian communities.



By the mid-1960s, there were signs of definite and con tinuing improve-
ments in the social and economic conditions of Indians. Health ser-

vices were enhanced and many more Indian children had access to school-
ing, including secondary and post-secondary education. As well, by the
end of the 1960s, Indians had obtained the same political and legal rights
as other Canadian citizens.

More recently, even greater advances have been realized. Indians
have emerged as a political force and the Canadian public has become
even more aware of their problems and aspirations.

Education

The success rate of Indian students has improved with the inte-
gration of native languages, culture and tradition into the curriculum of
Indian schools, most of which are operated directly by bands. Opportu-
nities for post-secondary education have also been greatly enhanced.
Today, there are more than 15 000 Indian students enrolled at the post-
secondary level, compared to only a handful in the early 1960s. Higher
levels of education have resulted in a growing number of Indian profes-
sionals, such as lawyers, nurses, teachers, social workers and business
administrators. These people are assuming positions of responsibility in
their communities, in Indian organizations, in the federal, provincial and
territorial governments and in business.

Housing

Notable progress has also been made in ensuring that Indian people
living on-reserve are provided with adequate shelter. Since the mid-1960s,
the number of houses on-reserve has more than doubled and the quality
of housing has improved significantly.

Health

The health of Indians is also improvîng, due mainly to improved living
conditions, better access to quality health care and greater community
involvement in health education and delivery. Life expectancy for Indians
has increased (although it is still well below the national average) and the
infant mortality rate is one-fifth what it was 25 years ago. While the inci-
dence of some diseases has increased with the rate of urbanization of the
Indian population, others - such as infectious diseases - have decreased.
Overaîl, the trend is towards continued improvements in the general health
and quality of life of Indians.



Economic and political development

Progress is also being made on the economic development front.
Twenty years ago, few Indian businesses existed except for family farm
operations and some local stores. Today, there are more than 5 000 active
Indian businesses, of which 3 000 are located on-reserve and individually
owned. About half of these businesses have been established in the past
five years, and many with assistance from the federal government. The

government has invested in a wide variety of businesses, including motels,
tourist resorts, craft industries, grain farming and canoe manufacturing.
The majority of these endeavours are now self-supporting.

There are also some Indians who hunt and trap in certain regions
to supplement their income. Almost half the trappers in Canada today
are aboriginal. Trapping provides them with the rare opportunity to both
earn a cash income and still practise traditional skills, keeping alive the
spiritual relationship with the land and the animals.

Strong, sophisticated and dedicated Indian leaders have been a

part of the Canadian political scene for many years. Indian interests are
represented by more than 35 national, provincial and tribal organizations.
These groups deal with all levels of government and, increasingly, with
international organizations like the United Nations Working Croup on
Indigenous Populations and the International Labour Organization in
Geneva.

Culture

Since the 1950s, there has been a remarkable reawakening of Indian
culture in Canada. Native language courses have been instituted in schools,
along with programs on Indian culture and history. About 50 per cent of
Indian students now have access to instruction in their native languages.
Cultural centres are flourishing, and traditional practices and beliefs are
increasingly being used to combat alcoholism and drug problems.

Indian elders are once again playing the vital role of linking the
generations. Every summer, Indian groups across Canada hold powwows
- spectacular celebrations reminiscent of the annual gatherings held by
Indians in earlier times. Although there are still certain spiritual ceremonies
such as the Sun Dance, many modern powwows aiso feature dance compe-
titions for all ages and the sale of Indian arts and crafts. Powwows offer
Indians and non-Indians alike an opportunity to witness a wide array of
colourful costumes as children and elders perform dances and songs passed
on to them from generation to generation.



Challenges remnain

Progress has been made, yet serious economic and social problems
remain. For example, unemployment rates are high compared to the non-
native population and housing is stili inadequate on many reserves. Indians
continue to face barriers to economic development. Working with Indian
community leaders, the Government of Canada is actively engaged in
addressing these and other issues.



Devolution

S ince 1956, Indian people have acquired more control over their own
community if e and affairs. This process, known as devolution, consists

largely of Indian communities assuming responsibility for administering
many of the programs and services funded through the Department of
Indian Aff airs and Northern Development. These may include education,
health services and housing, and are largely administered by band govern-
ments. At the end of the 1980s, approximately 70 per cent of DIAND's
Indian Program expenditures were administered directly by Indian
communities.

Constitutional issues

Several events in the 1980s have brought Indians dloser than ever
before to their long-held goal of self-government withîn Canadian society.

The f irst of these was the recognition in the Constitution Act, 1982
of the existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the Indian and other abo-
riginal groups in Canada. Native leaders played a vigorous role in the nego-
tiations leading up to the passage of this legisiation, by which Canada
obtained, for the f irst timne, a formai constitution approved by the Canadian
Pari iament.



The second important event was the First Ministers' Conference
on Aboriginal Constitutional Matters held in March 1983. At this confer-
ence, aboriginal leaders from across Canada joined the federat govern-
ment, representatives of the Yukon and Northwest Territories and nine
provincial governments in signing an accord to amend the country's consti-
tution. The four amendments included constitutional recognition of rights
acquired through land dlaims agreements, the guarantee of aboriginal and
treaty rights equally to men and women, a commitment to consuit abo-
riginal peoples before any changes affecting them were enacted, and pro-
vision for a continu ing series of conferences on aboriginal matters into
1987.

Special Committee on Indian Self-government

In 1982, a Special Comm ittee on Indian Self-government was estab-
lished by the Par lament of Canada. The Special Comm ittee's report,
released the fol lowing year, has had an important impact on 1Indian people
and government.

The Special Committee examined ini great detail the relationship
between indian communities and the federal government. Many Indian
witnesses who appeared before the committee stressed that only Indian
control of legisiation and policy in key areas would ensure the survival
and development of their communities. Based on this and other testimony,
the f irst of more than 50 recommendations put forth by the Special Com-
mittee was that the federal government should establish a new relation-
ship with Indian First Nations, and that an essential element of this relation-
ship must be Indian self-government.



âo"lu

S ince 1984, the federal government has followed three main policies
Jin regard to Indian people:

" to support Indians in their efforts to become more autonomous and to
take charge of their own communities;

" to maintain and improve the commun ity services available to, Indians
living on-reserve; and

" to settle native land dlaims.

Land claims

Over the past two decades, there has been a significant increase
in native land dlaim activities. There are two types of land dlai'ms, com-
prehensive and specîfic. Both provide an opportunity for natives to estab-
lish a land and economic base.

Comprehensive claims are based on aboriginal titie arisîng f rom
traditional native use and occupancy of land. Such dlaimns arise in those
parts of Canada where aboriginal titie has not been previously deait with
by treaty or other means, including the Yukon, Labrador, and most of British
Columbia, parts of Quebec and the Northwest Territories.

Comprehensive dlaims normally involve a group of bands or aborig-
mnal communities within a geographic area. Settiement agreements are



Sp,-ecific claims arise f rom the non-fulfilment of Indian treaties or
alleged wrongdoing on the part of the Crown related to the management
of lndian land and other assets. More than 300 specific claims have been
submitted to the federal government over the past two decades, most of
which have been accepted for negotiation. By the end of the 1980s, some
45 specific dlaims had been settled.

Self-governmnent

In 1984, the Parliament of Canada passed the Cree-Naskapi (of
Quebec)Act, 1984. This Act set in place the f irst self-government arrange-
ment for Indians in Canada. It encompasses the Indian bands that were
parties to the f irst modern land claims agreement.

Since that time, the fedleral government has also been supporting
the development of communîty self-government arrangements. For aborig-
inal peoples, self-government represents a means both of regaining control
over matters that directly affect them and of preserving their cultural iden-
tity. The community-based approach acknowledges that self-government
must be flexible enough to take into account the different requirements
of aboriginal communities across Canada.

For example, some Indian communities have indicated a desire
to pursue an entirely new relationship with the federal government, one
that would remove them f rom the constraints of the Indian Act. A con-
crete example of such an approach is the Secheit Indian Band Self-
Government Act, 1986, the f irst self-government legislation to be approved
by Parliament since the community-based negotiations began. The act pro-
vides for the Sechelt Band of British Columbia to assume control over
its lands, resources, health and social services, education and local taxation.

Other communities have expressed a preference for developing
more autonomy and self-sufficiency within the Indian Act. To respond
to this desire, the federal government has implemented alternative funding



Bill C-31

Until the mid-1980s, under the termns of the Indian Act, a registered
Indian woman lost her Indian status if she married a person other than
a registered 1Ind ian. On the other hand, any woman who married a regis-
tered Indian man automatically became a registered Indian. With the
coming into force of the equality provisions of the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms in 1985, this discrimination based on sex was no longer
acceptable.

Despite opposition f rom some Indian people, the Government of
Canada took the steps necessary to comply with the Charter, through an
amendment to the Indian Act known as Bill C-31. Passed by Parliament
in June 1985, Bill C-31 had three principal goals:

" to eliminate discrimination based on gender and marital status in the
Indian Act;

" to allow for the "'reinstatement" or f irst time registration of certain Indian

women and their children; and

" to enable Indian bands to assume control over their membership.



As a resuit of Bill C-31, the Indian Act now essentially treats men
and women equally when determining whether an individual is entitled
to be registered as a status Indian, and prevents anyone f rom gaining or
Iosing their Indian status through marriage. As weil, Bill C-31 established
the legisiative base by which individuals who had lost their status due
to sexual discrimination, as welI as their f irst generation children, could
apply for reinstatement or f irst time registration. This means that women
who had lost their status because they married a non-I ndian are now able
to apply to have their status restored. Bill C-31 also abolished the concept
of enfranchisement and provided an opportunity for those Indians who
had been voluntarily or i nvol untarily enf ranch ised to apply for their Indian
status.

Eligible individuals who wish to be reinstated or registered for the
f irst time as status Indians must apply to the Indian Registrar, a DIAND
officiai. The f irst person in Canada to regain Indian status under Bill C-31
was Mary Two-Axe Early, a Mohawk Indian who had fought against dis-
crimination in the Act since she Iost her Indian status on JuIy 5, 1985, when
she married a non-Indian. By the end of 1990, an estimated 86 000 people
wihI have obtained f irst-time registration or had their registration restored,
making them eligible for federal programs and services available to regis-
tered Indians. The num ber of Indians reinstated or registered for the f irst
time as a resuit of Bill C-31 is expected to continue to grow in the 1990s.



T hrough decades of dedication and persistence, Canada's Indian people
are now beginning to succeed in establishing a rightful place for them-

selves in Canadian society. As aboriginal communities assume the chal-
lenges associated with greater control over their own way of life, a new
relationship is evolving between the Canadian government and Indians.

Many Indians believe that this relationship must acknowledge their
rights and privileges as the original inhabitants of Canada. At the very
least, Indians want to be recognized as partners in Canadian society, with
access to the same opportunities as other Canadians. They want to pro-
tect and revive their languages and cultures, and are adamantly opposed
to assimilation. In the years ahead, they will continue to actively seek
settiement of land dlaims and other long-standing grievances, joint man-
agement of resources in regions adjacent to their lands, and powers to
govern their communities according to their own priorities and values.



Some Indian nations and their family groups

The family groups of the Indian nations represented in the centre page
spread are:

Cree - is the Iargest nation in the Algonquin family.

Cbipewyan - is the largest nation in the Athapaskan family.

Mohawk - are the founders of the Six Nations Confederacy and the Iargest
nation in the Iroquois family.

Kootenai - is the only nation belonging to the Kootenay family group.

Bella Coola - are f rom the Salishan family group.

Sioux - are one of three nations belonging to the Siouan family.

Tsimshian -is the Iargest nation in the Tsimshian family.

Kwakiutl -is the Iargest nation in the Wakashan family group.

Haida - is the only member of the Haida family group.
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