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“THE GREAT GIVER
CaEk L A

Belioying, men are to be
diterns,hut springs, ' He that Lelicsetli
onme; ottt:of ihim shall flow rivers of liv-
- ingdvater” .(John:vii. 38.) Ohe of these
vivers which the Muster declared ehould-
rot-fal toflow from ‘his believing ones.is

.of using all we possess a8 being stewards

same; - When .an Israelite had offered the.
sacrifice.of atonement at-the-altar; he must
orthwith-bring ainoma, or meat-offering,
.an-offering-jn. which he symbolically gave.
up:to:the Lovd the possession of all his
property:  But we should not have enid,.
“he.iavsr bring;” forit was all privilege
~He was pErMITTED to bring his pro-
tty, to give vent to his gratitude; to .ex=:
hibit practically, « What. shall I render to:
the Liord forall His benefits?” So did
Zaccheus at Jericho;sodid ‘the Pentecostal.
Chutch-at. Jerusalem. .- . -
Muiy do not seem to-notice: how.often:
% the:Liord Jesus-inculeated truth regarding.
% ‘this: maiter. His sayings on the poiat
- grervery manyy nor do we wouder that it
should” be so, considering ‘that selfisliness

18 im us @ root of bitterness.ever spring.

ing-up.to trouble us.
L. Hg 8TaTED TRE DUIY.
Auad when, He did so, it was done’ in.
. startling:terms. W read in Luke vi. 30:.
“GIVE To EVERY ONE THAT ASKETR OF
mER”  Iave we read the words anglt!?
~Yes, the wotds ate plain.  Is thers nv
other trauslation pussible?  No, they are
too plain and duwnright to alinit of any
* doubt.  Is there uo vativus reaging, theu?
No, :none; the wourds stare you in the fuce,
L “(IVE TO EVERY ONE THAT ASRETH OF
™EE) . ‘ o
Disciple of Clrist, you-are to be a Light,
ever, dispensing its rays; you are tobe a
well, affording sumething to all who cone.
. As you arets, *Pray WITHULT CEASING,"
and to * Givo thanks Ix svERY TiING,”

o
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pot merely;

délight in_giving, or'the .gladsome habit !

for. the Lord, and not:as proprietors of:the |

‘ yomap . P
. ", R ’ k?,‘ syt .m‘ :
TEACHING 20 GIVE,

i

0 P LRy g

el A :
Y, REV,. & A BONAR, AUTHOR OF “‘MEMOIR OF MICHEWNE.” ... .

. oy e,
-an alnays giving heart and hand—a yealis
fation'of that well over which was arit-

: ten s " ‘

« Chrlstian reader view in me,

An emblem of trué chatity,

Who freely what I have bestow,

Thougl; neither heard pox seen to flaw,

Aad [ have full rétachs from heavea,

Yor every cup of water given.”
While another, who is: riot & disciple, may
be grumbling, “So many calls? you
are to réply, « Yes, very many; but they
are all calls in providence to-teach.and ouls:
tivate in me & giving dispositien.” The
Mastér had “many calls” upon, Him foz -
‘healing all disease, and. helPingi -oll want,
and % GAVE T0-E¥ERY ONES " o 4 - o,

Let us understand the contexsof ‘this

passags; Luke vi. 30, In,the preceding
verses, Christ inculedtes, *Eoye: your ene-
mies, do:good to them thdt, hate you, bless
them that carse-you, pray for them that,
‘despitefully use you," (Luke vi. 27-28).
This is the very ‘mind that %@as in Him;
this was what.the Cross .exhibited to: the
full; this is the heart of the Gospel, teiling
us the manifestation of God's love to-~~
-enewies in the Beloved Son, who was:
wmade a curse for them that He mightbless:

jthem. And surely this- is the holy:mind

(1 Thess. v. 17, 18), so yon are to have ) the meaning ?

that disciples are expetted, to_copy from.
their Master.  Then in ver 29, we sea the:
niechoess apd calmness of Christ; ™ Untp.
Lira that smiteth thee on the,one cheok.
offer aiso the other; and him that taketh

paay thy cloak forbid not 10.take thy coat

alo.”  We, his disciples, are expectad, to, .

s pussess 2 meckness of spiyit and a self~
Leontrol that would carry us, this. Ieagth,

-whieuever ciicumstances required.  Andso
ver. 30 cumes in; % GIVE TO EVERX ONE,
THAT ASKRETH OF THEE;" followed by the
clause: “And of him that taketh away
thy guods, ask them not again™  Surely, |

these are words that call for a givane mikp,

and & readiness tv let go the things; that
are lanfully ours!  Can Jess ‘than:this ba _
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If then, we turn to Matthew v. 30-42,
wo have the samne subject treated of in
very similar terms, It bids us not revenge,
but be prepared-*! if one smiite us on one
check, to offer also the other”—not re-
venge, but rather, **if compelled to go a
mile, to go two,” should that be the alter-
native,—not revenge, but if unjustly dealt
with so that ¢ one sue thee at thelaw and
take away thy coat, let him have thy
cloak also”—far Detter this alternative
than exhibit the spirit of theworld. Even
80, ¥ GIVE TO HIM THAT ASKETH OF THEE,
and froft him that would borrow of thee,
turn not thou away,” calls upon us to be
ever ready to give, instead of being an-
noyed,‘as-some are, by *“so many calls.”
‘When asked, or when providence puts a
casg in 6ur way, there must be no-harsh
denial, but an entire willingness to give; if
the case of need ‘be apparent.

In all this, who can fail to discern the
spirit and tone of the Lord Jesus, vhose
charity sought not'its own, but laid out
even glory itself on us:the undeserving
Such-a-tone of character, therefore, must
bo essential ‘to real holiness and:the want
of it a deformity, in as much. a8 such a
want s unlikeness to-the Locd.

“Give strength, give thought, give decds, give
Give love, give tears, and give thyself;  [pelf,
Give, give—be always giving,
- Who gives not, is not living.
The more we give,
“The more we live.”

II. HE'STATED THE MANNER.

We are to give with a happy, cheerful
feolingz, as being privileged to do a blessed
thing. “Ir" 13 MORE BLESSED TO GIVE
THAN 70 RECEWE" (Acts xx. 33), are
words of the Lord Jesus—words preserved
and embalmed in the Chureh, words so
woll known that Paul could refer to them
as in a manner proverbial, words that bear
" the peculiar and unmistakeable character-

istics of the soul and heart of Him {rom
whose lips they fell. They are words that
toll-us not simply that « Gop vrovern a
cugERFrL Giver” (2 Cor ix. 7), but that
. God has implanted blessedness in right
giving, so that the giver's fuce cannot fail
toshing, if he knows what he is doing.—
Yes, “ It 13 MORE DLESSED TO GIVE,” as
Ma~iy-did at Bethany, “ TnaN 10 REC51VE,”
as Solomon did wlen his ships returved
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laden with gold of Ophir, and every rare
and precious thing,

@iving, it appears, is not to be reckoned
self-denial at all. It would have been no
wonder though the Lord' had made this

call on us for giving, even if evety act of -

giving had been soie self-deninl, a wrench-
ing off a right hand. But it turns out
that there is no self-denial in it to a soul
fully imbued with the mind of God. To
such a soul, “Ir is More BLESSED O
GIVE THAN To RECEIVE.” We do no one
a favour by giving; we bless ourselves,
that is, we, in the very act, break open'the
alabaster box wbich ponrs on us ita own
fragrance and refreshing. .
The grand illustration of this blessedness

is to be found in the Godhead. Man likes
to oeT, God lives to cive; and it is God
that is “ blessed for ever,” In the plan of
Redemption, we find Taz Fatner eount-
ing it * more blesséd to give thin to re-
ceive.” He developes (a0 to speak) His
own bliss by giving that immense, that
infinite gift, His own Son, 'Thisis the
rate at which He who is blessed in giving,
delights to give. Here is a gratification of
his giving heart; He bestows on man the
unspeakable gift, the Beloved Son, and to
Him He grants the gift of a multitude
that no man can number, a countless flock
of ransomed souls for theiv Shepherd’s
glory, while to each of the flock He gives
not only the Beloved Son, but also the
Holy Spirit with all His train of graces
and joys.  Then, also we find the Sox's
rate of giving to be in mo respect less
liberal. Hegives Himself, © God manifest
in flesh” for us, Himself with all His obe-
dience, all His suffering and death, all His
merit, and all that all these purchase and
make sure.  The price of the purchased
blessings must not be forgotien; for He
gave not only service, but anguish, woe,
death, in short whatever justice sought—
all in order to present us with grace and
glory, without mouey or price or our part.
O what giving is this! O my soul what
giving is bere! And the Houy Guosr
also (who in Psa. H. 12, i3 called ¢ Tum
’ ie. the princely, or generous, or
liberal Spirit), He comes in the name of
Jesus, and makes a gift of HruseLr! and
thus in one sum we are wmade to receive,

““Love, joy, peace, goodness,” in short, all
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holiness, all excellency, and all that is con- |

tained in Eternal Life. What giving! we
again exclaim. The full sea of Godhead-
blies flowing in upon man! And this
aving is one of the forms of Godhead
felicity. “Ir 13 sorE BLESSED TO GIvE
T7HAN To recEIveE.” Men and Brethren,
who would not taste something of this pe-
culiarjoy? ¢ Itis not your money I want"”
(says a man of God), “but your happi-
ness.”

III. Bx STATED THE MEASURE, AND
RULE.

« FREELY YE HAVE RECEIVED, FREELY
owvey” (Matthew x. 8.) Ye have got
from your Master without His looking for
requital in any shape; give ye to your fel-
low men without regarc to the probability
of requital from them. This is so far the
force of *“FreerLy;” but them we must
also remember the amount of what we
received freely from Him. Who can for-
get how full, how frank, how generous He
was! The pattern of our giving as to
measure is to be Tus Lorp’s owN measure;
and in regard to that we know that He
gives as prompted by His own loving,
kindly, generous nature, not stinted by
regard to the likelihood of getting thanks,
or meeting with a return of benefit, Let
none, therefore, excuse in himself an un-
readiness to give by saying, “Possibly, it
may be turned to little advantage by the
person who gets"—that word « Freecy,”
enjoins you to copy the Saviour's example
to open wide your heart and hand even
though your kindness be ill-requited, or
never owned atall. Neithersay; ¢ I have
stopt giving in the meantime, because
others, equally able, are not giving up to
their measure.” What hast thou to do
with what orHER MEX GIvE? We ask
again, what hast thou to do with what
“other men give?” Thy part is to re-
member and to look upon WHAT THOU
HAST RECEIVED; yes, what THOU TRYSELF
(leaving others out of view) mHAsT nE-
CEIVED AT THE HAND OF Gob, Look at
the largeness of that amount, and how it
was given unstinted and ungrudged, in
spite of His knowledge of selfishness in
thee, which (like the sand drinking in the
rain) would so quickly appropiiate all and.
exbalo upward almostnought. M'Cheyne
quotes tha saying of an old Divine: “ What

would have become of us if Christ hiad
Leen as saving of His blood as some men
are of their money "

Aud farther. When Jesus says, ¢ Ask
AND IT S8HALL BE GIVEN You,” (Matt. vii,
7. Luke xi. 9,) does he not suggest much
asto the measure; especially when he.adds;
“ What man of you is there whom if his
son ask bread, will he give him a stone?
or if he ask a fish, will he give him a ser-
pent?’ The measure here is simply the
VERY THING REQUIRED, Christ gives not
merely something but wp to the supplying
of the want; if we copy Him here, then
as far as lies in our power we shall aim at
giving as much as will meet the exigency,
as much as will come up to the demand.
You know we are only sTEwARDS of all we
possess; our money is not our own.—
* Oceupy till I come,” is the superseription
on every coin,

But reverting again to Matt. x. 8,
“«FREELY YE HAVE RECELVED, FREELY
a1vs,” let us notice that the first applica-
tion of that counsel was in reference to the
preaching of the Gospel, the imparting to
other men what they themselves had re-
ceived. Go and tell your fellow-men these
good news, however ungratefully the hear-
ers may act toward you; for you your-
selves were undeserving of such a blessing
when the Lord sent it. Shew your esti-
mate of what you have received by your
efforts to impart it to others far and wide.
Do this by personally telling it as oppor-
tu]l;ity occurs, faithfully, frequently, prayer-
fully. .

But since you can do it very effectually,
and far more extensively than your per-
sonal influence can reach, by nerrixe
OTHERS TO PROCLAIM the tidings of great
joy, you must uot, you eannot, fail to
avail yourselves of this meaus of “¥REELY
cwving.” What, then, is the rate of your
giving for the support of the Gospel ordin-
ances at Home? Isit such that you can
say: “You may fairly estimate my sense
of the value of the Gospel by the measure
of my giving?” We do not ask, Do yon
give ten shillings annually towards the
support of the Ministry, or do yon give
ten pounds? but we ask, Is your giving

such in its measure that God could point

to it and say, » Sce! here is one who gives
freely, becauso he fecls that hohus received
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fresly.” As to our sprending the Gospel | thine alins arve come up as a memorial bo-
among the.Jews and: the heathen—what a | fore God.” (Acis x. 4.) Hearken yet
melancholy calculation. that is which was | again; “Not that I desire a gift, but I
recertly made in regard to the Communi- | desire fiuit that may abuund to your ac-
cauts of two of the most numercus Pres- | vount,” (Pbilipp. iv. 17,) is the language
byterian bodies-in this lnnd, viz.—that the | used respecting the giving of the juilor at

. ‘yeatly average for every Communicant | Dhilippi, the givings of Epaphroditue,

-amounted to somewhat like one shilling | Lydia, Euodias, Syutyche, and the rest

and no more! Asif each communicant | who had winistered of their substance to
said, “I value my share in the Gospel at| Paul,
this rate. 1 give at the rate at which I It was the expeﬁence of a god]y Glas-
received”  Shall the Lord judge any of | gow merchant in other days, thai the
us by thie measure? Has He deserved 1o | Eiberal man is the man whose riches are
more than this at our hands? likely to continue with Hiin, He quaintly
IV. HE sTATED BOME OF THE BENEFITS | remarked, in allusion to Proveibs xxiii. 5,
RESULTING. that “ clipping the wings,” was the only

These are His words: ¢ Give and it
shell be given unto you, good measure,
pressed down and shaken together and
running over, shall men give into your
bosom. For with the same measure that
ye mete, it shallbe measured to you again.”
(Luke vi. 88.) Here is a promise of re-
compense, ay, of recompense for doing
what is in itself most blessed! For such
is the Lord’s manner. How like Him
who said : ¢ Whosoever shall give to drink
to one of these little ones a cup of cold
water only, in the name of a disciple, verily
I say unto you he shali in no wise lose
his reward.”  (Matt, x. 42.) < Blessed is
he that considereth the poor, the Lord will
deliver him in the time of trouble.” (Psa.

- xli. 1.) It was the same Lovd who by

the mouth of David said; 1 bave not

way to prevent riches flying away as the
eagle. There was deep eaning in his
words; for the Master's words go thus far,
and wuch beyond it, too. Notice the
special terms of Christ’s declaration; not
only shall you get some requital, but you
shall find * goud measure, pressed down,
shaken together, and runming over!” This
is the recompense!  'What words are these!
What a promise is here] The complete
fulfilment shall reach us in tbe Kingdom,
but even here we sball often get ipstal-
ments.*  Aund do you not think, brotber,
that you and I have good security for the
loan which we may lend to the Lord?

A man says; *1.do wish to get blessing
for the ministrations of my pastor and for
Gospel ordinances.” And the man prays
for blessing as well as diligently attends on

seen the righteous forsaken nor his sewl|ordinances. But the man tust add to his
begping bread: heis ever merciful and | plan; he must also ¢ give,” and not leave
lenedth, and lus seed is blessed”-—where |1t to others to give all.  He must have a
(you see) the giveng characteristic of the (haud in the sums gathered for upholding
man thus blessed is unmistakeably held | the ordinances, just as Cornelius had his
up to view—it is the generous, the *lend- |« alms” ready, as well as his ¢ prayers.”
ing” righteous man.  Aud how truly in | They who do not give according to their
keeping with His own manner was that | ability to the sustentation of the ministry,
saying of the Master to the Young Ruler, | need not expect to _get the benefits they
+ Sell whatsoever thou hast and give tothe { would ctherwise obtain. ¢ Give, and it
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in,shall be given usnto you.”
heaven.”  (Mark x. 21.) Anothersays: “ I wish the congregation
In point of fact, men and bretiren, ,Iam conuected with to flourish ; its schools,
«giving well,” is as ueedful to our suuls | its schemes of benevolence, and all such
prosperity as “doing well;” and on the|
other hand, as surely as * the doer of the
work is blessed ju his deed,” (Jas. i, 23,)
vo surely is the willing giver of his sub-
stance blessed in his giving. Hearken,
beloved brethren! «Thy prayers and

#-Qus version secems to convey the idea that
the recompense is to be conveyed by the hands
of men; “SAALL MEN GIVE UNTO YOU.” Buitho
Greek signifies simply, “It ahall bo given to

smployed by God to do it

you." They whose business it is to do it shall bs
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objects, I pray for them often:and heartily.”
Well, but Cornelius would have added
«alms” to “prayers.” Wa do notshrink
from saying, You must putinto the plate
of what God has given you, as well as
put your prayer into the censer of the High
Priest. ¢ Give, and it shall be giver. unto
you.”

. Another says: “I am deeply interested

. vin the cause of missions; I long for tke
day when Jew and Gentile shall all know
the Lord.” But do you, besides good
wishes and prayers, give the help of your
.money? And not the mere mite which
you never feel the want of, but the sum that
testifies that your interest is really deep
and practical?

But one of our poorer brethren putgin a
question here, “Am I, then, necessarily
a loser under ordinances, because I have
not got the means of giving, and so ean-
not bring an offering?” No, not at all;
your case is of the same class with that of
the sick and feeble, stretched on beds of
languishing, who cannot work and labour
for God, but have «the will to do it."—
The Lord knoweth the “ willing” heart;
and the willing one may rest assured that
to him Jehovah is saying as to David
when be would fain have built the Temple
and was not permitted (1 Kings viii. 18),
“Thou didst well that it was in thine
heart.” (2 Cor. viii. 12.) Only be honest
and true with God in the matter. The
man can work and labour in God's cause
who.can find time and strength for visiting
friends aad evening parties; so also the
man is able to give to God's cause who
can “spend” so largely on his family and
domestic comforts, who can indulge himself
in buying what is only a luxwry, and who
ean fay up money in the bank less or more.
Poor believer, « giving” is really « sowing
You are a gainer by giving your few shill-
ings, «A bandful of seed sown may
yield great increase,”

Man of God, let us ask the Great Giver
t0 teach us to give! ’

Anxious, unsatisfied soul, there are some
whose sectat unhappiness goes hand in
hand with ‘heir want of a generous tone
ofmind, These persons are not able to
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Jindeed, but gives sparingly, orconditionally,
or in consige‘ration‘ of previous desert.—
Were your soul more getierous in.its tone,
you might be better able to discern the
generous freeness and fulness of God’s
giving; but a withholding, miserly soul is
too- likely to picture to itself a withhold-
ing God, who must be repaid for Hisgifls,
and from whom blessings must be wrung
by making out a claim. May the Holy
Ghost give you a true discovery of our
God who “giveth to all men liberally and
upbraideth not.” (James i. 5.)

Unsaved man; perhaps you. are liberal
and benevolent. You give well, because
your natural disposition is amiable and
kind; but you do mnot, in your givings
even to religious objects, reccgnize Christ.
If so, you will yet hear him say; “ You
did it not to. me” (Matthew xxv. 45);
you gave either to enjoy the luxury of
complacent self-applause, or because yon
felt it pleasant to see others pleased.”—
Brother, in such giving the Lord' Jesus
takes no pleasure. Benevolence, charity,
liberality, generosity, wash no sins away
and form no righteousness. Will you lis-
ten to us when we invite your atteation to
the delight which the Lord Jesus has in
_your ¢ receiving” from Him?  Jesus would
fuin give Eternal Life- -pardon, peace,
purity, glory—to su¢h undeserving ones
as you, who make a righteousness out of
your givings to men, and are withholding
your conseis.ce from the cleansing blood
and your heart from His holy fellowship.

But, unsaved man, you may belong to
another class—those who refuse to.give a
| mite to religious objects, and who cry out
about neglecting the poor at nome. You
say it is all wasle to spend money on
Gospel ordinances, on missions, and the
like, though Jesus commanded and re-
warded the woman who spent ten pounds,
in order to auoint His head. (Matthew
xxvi, 10-13.) Well, here is the truth;
yon give nothing to Christ because you
know Him not. ~You set no value on per-
ishing souls, because your own soul is un-
saved, You bave never seen your state
of sin and death, and how near the brink
of perdition you stand at this hour. You

discex:n the large-hearted grace of God;, have never understood the fres love of
they judge God by themselves; their nar- | God, nor seen His glory. But stay, un-
xow hearts represent God as one who gives | saved man; what voice is that which
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renches our-ears? « Whatis a man profit-
etly if he gain the wholé world and lose
‘his own soulf” (Matthew xvi. 26.) Do
you not know that the love of money is
the love of sin? ay, that thy money shall
perish with theaf and that thou shalt be
50 poor in eternity as not to be able to get
one drop of water? One thing, however,
let us tell you: a man euthralled to earth,
to salf, to sin, to Satan, may be delivered
from them all, if he make haste. For the
Holy Spirit sets free a soul by revesling
Christ that died and rose again. This is
the sight, this is the sun, that melts an
earth-worm’s and' & miser’s heart. The

cross is still as powerful as when Paul said, |

that it was by it  The world was cruci-
fied to him and he unto the world.”—
(Galat. vi. 14.) It isstill as truly ‘the
» :
power of God™ as when Cowper sung of
it}
«It was the sight of Thy dear Cross,
Firstweaned my soul from earthly things,

And taught me to esteem as dross
The mirth of fools and pomp of kings.”

-0

YOU NEED A GUIDE,

When men are *ravelling in the far East,
over the burning sands of the desert, (where
there are no railronds or stage-coaches such
as we have), they go in earavens, thatis, o
great many of them together. Sometimes
there will be hundreds of persons, and thou-
sands of camels, that stretch out in a long line
as far as the eye can see.  But whether there
are many or few, they are always sure to have
one man going before them, whom they call
the hybeer, or guide. I any company of
travellers should think of going over the desert
without him, they would be as foolish as if
we were to fry travel in the railroad cars
without & conductor or engineer; and they
~ wounld be almost sure to get lost by the way.
This guide must be one who knows all about
the country through which they are to pass.
He must be able to tell wheu the dreadful
simoom, or hot wind, is rising, so that they
may be able to prepare for it. - He must know
where the saudsare most firm, and where they
are shifting, so that the men and beasts may
not sink in them. He must know all about
the wells and springs by the way, where they
may drink and not die of thirst; and where
the little oases, that is, the grassy resting-spots,
are found. Andbe must be aman who koows
the tribes of Arabs, and can keep them from
robbing tho caravan. Hvery one follows
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aud obeys this guidy, until ho has led' thom
safe to the journey’s end.

Now, I'see befora me a little caravane—a
company of travellers,and where are you going?
To eternity. Some of these little feet havo
only begun the journey, others bave. been
longer on the way. N ow‘nnd then one: hag
dropped down by your side, and you have
seen them no more; they have reachéd the
journey's end before you. But jist as fust ag
the minutes fly, you ave all going on-on’to
another world.

And, like the travellers over the desert,do-
you.not need a guide2  Oh, yes, for thers:
are many dangers before you. 'There aro-
many wrong paths that do not lead to heaven,.
but lead far away from it; paths pleasant
to look upon, but ob, their end is misery
and death. '

Yes, my little pilgﬁms, you need, and we
all need,a strong, and loving, and wise guide;
one stronger than any man, and who loves-us
so well:that he will taite us by the hand, and
never let us go away from him; one who:
knows where the springs of living water are;
one who can lift you over the bad places, and’
lead your tired feet to pleasant resting spots,
aud who can guide you to-the heavenly home,
and not let you get lost by the way.—Liitle
Crowns and how to Win them. :

ON THE LOVE. OF GOD.

Thou deep abyss of blessed Love,
In Jesus Christ to, us unseal’d,
Fire, which no finite heart could prove
Depths, to no human thought reveal’d'y
Thou lovest sinners—lovest me, ’
Thow blessest those who cursed Thee:
O great, @ king, O loving One,
What worthless creatures shin’st Thou.onl’

Thow King of Light! our decpest longing
Is shallow: to Thy depths of grace ;
Deep are the woes to.us belonging,
But deeper far Tly joy to bless.
Teach us to trust the Father’s love,
Still looking to the Senabove;
Blest Spirit! through our spirits pour
True prayers and praises everm?re.

Jesus! Thine own with rich grgee filling,
Thy mighty blessing on us sked,

New lifo through every member thrilling,
Diffused from Thee, the living Head;

Shew us how light Thy mild soke is,

Ana how from self's hard yoke it freos.

1f Thou wilt teaoh Thy houiehold 8o,

Thé works the Master's haid shall shovw.

—Count Zinzendorf.
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THE SINS OF THE TONGUE.

BY BEV. 4 -EO. L. CUYLER,

The gift of speech is a marvelous gift,
¥or five whole days of creation’s first week
the almighty was clothing the new-born
earth with ight and verdure, and cosvering
it with the myriads of animal nife. But it
was & voiceless world,
wade man in His own image, with not
anly & soul-to appreciate his Creator, but
atongue to give expression to his homage,
and “as_ the new-formed being gazed
around him, the silence was broken, and
creation thrilled with the melody of speech.”

Philosophers tell us that every uttered
word produzes a vibratien in the atmos-
;phere; an ingenious theory has therefore
Eeen broached that. these vibrations never
ontirely cease! Jf this were true, we
should stil] be moving among the inaudible
words of all our progenitors, This seems
fanciful in nataral plilosophy; Lut there
4 asense in which every uttered word Zives
“or ever: It livesin its influence on the
speaker—in its influence on others. Paul’s
voice echoes'still; millions of God’s faithful
messengers, being dead, yet speak !

When Latimer was on trial for heresy,
e heard the scratch of a pen behind the
tapestry.. In a moment he Lethought him-
self that.every word he spoke was taken
down, and- he says, that he wus very care-
ful what avords he uttered.  Bebind the
vail that hides eteraity is a record-book, in
which our every syllable is taken down.
Even the most trivial are not forgotten,
for the Lord Jesus tells us that “every <dle
avord that men shall speak, they shall give
account thereof in the Day of Judgmént!”
If our words have an eteruity of existence

. —if goed words have so poteut an influence

to save—if idle, or profane, or poisonous
speech work such perennial mischief, how
needful is the perpetual utterance of the
prayer, “Set a watch, O Lord, before my
mouth; keep the door of my lips.”
I Among the many sius of the tongue
~are ddle words.  * Avoid foolish talking,”
suays the wise Apostle, **and let your speech
bealways with grace, seasoned with salt.”
There is a peculiarsin in idle talking when
we remember that the same expeuditure
of Lreath might be productive of 5o much
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blessing, . When. we contomplate a White-
field in the full rush of his resistless orator
—now . starting & guilty sinner from his
slumber on the verge of hell—now Jeading
a bewildered wanderer to Christ—now
kindling a sairt fnto rapture, antl now melt~
ing a rebel into penitence—wo grow indig-
nant at the thought that this prerogative
of speech should so often be spent in silly
jests and contemptible frivolities. Are
time and eternity so lacking in themes of
importance that we shall spend our precious
breath in fuming emptiness? Surely, it
we would but reflect how soon our tongués
will liesilent in the tomb, and how’ speediiy
the dust will gather upon our lips, we
should be awed inte more sobriety, and
purity, and carefulness of spegch.

Shall we never jest? Doesuot a pléasant
juke sometimes do good like a medicine?
Very true. There is more marrow in’a
wise man's jokes than in a fool’s solemn
inanities, But a wise man “sets a watch
on bis lips” even when be utters a pleas-
antry. Especially, he never jests at the
wroug time, or about sacred things. He
uc.er utters puns and parodies on the
Bible; for what® men have once laughed
at, they seldom veverence. Heartily do'
wish that 1 had never uttered a ludicrous
application of a Seripture-line, and had
never heard one; for the profane or inde-
cent burlesque will often shoot into my
mind in the midst of arermon or a prayen,
Wit and Lumor are allowable when con-
trolled by good sense and by reverence for
God; but when we venture into the sublime
domains of Revelation, we should put our
shoes from off our feet, for the ground
whereon we stand is holy.  From my soul
I abominate merriment in the pulpit,
Shall he court a grin who should be win-
ning soulsto God? When an ambassador
of Christ descends to make sport in the
sacred desk, the devil laugbs.

II. Malcious words are cousins in sin
to idle and profane words. Paul says,
¢ Let all bitterness and evil speaking be
jut away  fiom you with all malice
Kind words are the oil that lubricafes
every-day intercomrse.  They cost little
A pliase of common comfort, «that by
daily use hath almost Jost its sense, will fult
apon the saddened heart like choicest
music.”  Welove to ineet certa’n people.
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They always-bave a kind, cheerful,inspirit-
ing word for us. They make us hopeful,
‘dod heal our hesrtaches. Others we in-
stingtively shun; they always have a sly
thrust at somebody; they hatch mean sus-
.pici‘oné in our minds; they ave ever letting
out a drop of acid ousome character or
cause that is dear to us, and the acid Jeaves
an -ugly stain.  There was an ancient
wmilediction that the tongue of theslanderer
should be cut out; if that summary process
were now enforeed, we fear that some of
ofir acquaintances might soon lose the ¢ un-
ruly member” A slafderer is a publie
“opemy. One reckless tongueis enough
soniefimes to embroil a whole village and
to'sct a church ina flame.  “There are
six things Wwhich God bhates; yea, seven
gre an abomination unto Him.”  The
“ggventh of the category is ¢ the false wit-
fess who speaketh lies, and ho that soweth
discord among brethren.”

1L Intreating of thesins of the tongue,
we must not omit a word in regard to that
feculent ichor that exudes from some lips
in the form of obscenity. Out of the
abundance of the heyrt the mouth
gpeaketh; and a filthy imagination—like
n fever—comes out on the tongue. We
have met people whose tongues were “ coat-
&d” with smnuttiness. In companies of
youth, in shops and counting-hiouses, in
rooms of colleges and boarding-schools, in
ghips, caliins and soldiers’ tents, a vendor
of obseenities is 2 walking pestilence.  Long
years do not obliterate the filthy memories;
not even the converting grace of God can
wholly purify the unclean chambers of
imagery. ’

Is any sin of speech worse thau this?
Yes, one; and that is profune swearing.
Thisis the most  gratuitous and inexcusable
of sins. It gratifies no appetite and feeds
no lust.  The libertine or the drunkard
may find csome wretehed excuse for their
vices in the clamor of animal appetite; but
who was ever born with a lust for oaths?
T'he man who swears twrns speech into a
curse, and before his time rehearses the
dialeet of hell. e waits for no hait; but
“hites at the devil's bare houk.”  The
ghrawd Qnaker's advice to the profane
youth, “Swear away, my young feiandd, till
thee gals uli that bad stulf out of thee,”
points to the real source of the vica; for it

.
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is out of an evil keart that proceed evfl
thoughts, false witness, and blasphemies,

Wae fear that the purest tongue will need
much purifying before it is fiu to join i
tho celestial praises of God'’s upper templs,
For that worship let us attune our voies
by ceaseless prayers, by words of love, by
earnest vit:dications of the right, by habituat
« speech seasoned with salt” of divine grace,
The melody of Henven will spaing from a
harmony of hearts; ench voics there will
bear a part 1» the song of Moses and the
Lamb. . .

WINTER.

BY HENRY WARD BEECUER,

January!  Darkness and light reign
alike, Snow is on the frozen ground.—
Cold is in the air. The winter s blosom.
ing in frost-flowers. Why is the grousd
bidden? Why is the earth white! S
hath God wiped out the past: so hath he:
spread the earth, like an unwritten page
for a new year! Old sounds are silent in
tha forest and in theair. Inseectsare dend,
birds are gone, leaves have perished, and
all the foundations of soil remnin.  Upon
this lies, white and tranguil, the emblem
of newness and purity, the virgia robes of
the vot unstained year! -

Already, snow-birds are flultering for 3
fonthold, and shewering down the frosty
dust from the twios. The hens and theif ops
lifted lords are beginning to wade with
dainty steps through the chilly wool.—
Boys are a-glee with sleds; men are out
with shovels, and dames with Lroome—
Bells begin tc ring along tha highway,
and heavy oxen with eraunching sleds are
wending towards the woo:ls for the winter'’s
supply of-fuel. The school-bouse is open,
and a roasting fire rages in the box-stove,
Little boys are erying with chilblains, and-

litle girls are comforting them with the. |

assurance that it will “stop aching protty
soon,” and the boysseem vuwilling tostop
crying until then.  Big boys are shaking
their coats, and stamping off the snow,
which peels easily from sleck, black-balled

boots, or shoes burnished with tallow.— *
Out of duors, the snow-balls are flyiny, .

and evorybody langhs but the one that's -

it Down go the wrestlers, The big -
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oes ¢ yub” the little ones; the liitle ones
in turn “rub” the smaller ones. The
yassers-by. are polted; and many a lazy
{{

orse- has motives: of speed applied to his.
Jank sides. - Even the schoolmaster is but

mortal, aud' must take his lot; for mdny
an-“accidental” snow-ball plumps into his.
breast-and pon his back before the rogues
will believe that it és the schoolmaster.

But daysgo by. The snow-drifts,—
fonces are banked up ten feet high, Hills
are broken:into & *coast” for boys' sleds,
They slide and pull us again, and toil on
theirslippery pleasure, They tumble over
aud turn over; they break down or smash
up; they run into each other, or ruu races,
in-all the modes and experiences of rug-
ged frolic. Then comes the digging of
chambers in the deep drifts’ room, upon
room, the water dashed on over night
freezing the snow walls into solid ice.—
Forts.are also built, and huge balls of snow
volled up, 'till the little hands can roll the
mass no longer.

We have sat and waiched the fall of
spow until our heads grew dizzy, for it is
a bewitching sight to persons speculatively
inclined. There is an aimless way of
riding downya simple, eareless, thoughtless
motion, that leads you to thiuk that noth-
ing ean be more nonchalant than snow.
And then it rests upon a leaf. or alights
upon the ground, with such a dainty step,
so softly, so quietly, that you almost pity
its virgin belplessuers, 1f you reach ount
your hand to help it, your very touch des-
troys it.  Itdies in your palm, and departs
as'a tear.—dAmerican Messenger.

THE BELIEVER FREE.

The Gove~ament packet of England was
leaving the port of Bahis, in the Brauils,
when aboat came alougside, and my
interest, was excited in a negro woman who
ontered the ship. There was nothing to
altract attention in » mere negro slave, for
the city was full of slaves; and the streets

. Were very much left to thepwselves, asif

thetown had been their own. They were
afineraceof meu. Taken from the centre
of the torrid zoge, on the ather shore of
§be Atlantic, and stiil living within it they
were as black 45 ebony, o that other ne-

. groes seemed only men of colsur in con-
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trast with the raven hue of their Ethippjan
skin. They were tall, broad-chested,
athletic; and some of them were said to
have bzen chiefs under their own  African
sun,, with their ¢’ansmen still ready to re-
spond to their call. As we looked on the
raing of stately houses, not decayed by
aga, but consumed by fire, they seemed by
their lofty bearing to reply,—You gazo at
that mass of ruined houses; they were the
mansions of our lordly masters; it was our
hands that set them on fire, -and reduced
them to naked walls, for there is a Jimif
to our submissicn, slaves though e be,

But though we had seen uwlmost none
but slaves in the city, this negro wonian
at once awakened our interest from the
burden she bore, or rather from Ler manner
of bearing il.  She followed her -mistress,
a delicate English lady, whose little boy
of three or four years she carried upon her
side. Thesight immediately recalled the
ancient promise in Isaiah,—¢ Ye shall be
borne upon her sides; ye shall be dandled
upon her knees;" for she hore the littlo ong,
not in her arms, nor on her shoulders,
bus literally upon her side-above the thigh-
joint, On slore our pity was awakened
for a marmot, which had been ki'led, and
thrown over a garden wall.  Being: too
wall known to the people, it had been
dealt with, 28 a vobber of the dairy or the
hen-roust; but being unknowan to us, it
excited our interest; and we were touched
to find one of her young, alive and unhurt,
still clinging to the side of its wend mother,
Much after the same manner did the little
English boy cling to his Ethiopian nurse,
as she climbed into the ship, sitting astride
on the hollow of her side,—a seat quite
familiar to him, and often occupied after-
wards with great apparent comfort,

The illustration of the text having.
riveted my rexards on the African bond:
maid, I rew~rkel te 1he captain, « That
woman wil! be set free assoon as she lands
on the shore of England,”  « No, she will
not.”  «Why?” «Because she is free
already.” “Then is she not a slavef”
“Sha wasa slave just now at theship’s side,
but the Queen of Eugland has no slaves;
and the moment she set her foot ou the
planks of this ship she was fiee. *Her mis-
tress may change her inind, and Telura
to the shore, but che can't now take that
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sarvant back without her own free will.
8heis welcome to remain here if she please,
forshe is already a free woman,” Between
us and the haven of our rest, the Jand and
the home of freedom, thousands of miles
of ocean were tossing their restless waves,
yetfrom the moment she passed the gang-
way of a British ship, all the powers of earth
could not bring that poor African woman
intobondage again, except over the silenced
guns of the fleets of Eogland.

Even 8o, believer, the King of the king-
dom of heaven bhas no slaves and the
mioment you entered the ark of his mercy,
and trusted yourselfto the great Captain of
your salvation, you were liberated from sin
and death, and became for ever free. Your
freedom is not postpoped till you reach the
tend of liberty above;—a stormy ocean
rolls between you and that home of the free,
the haven of your rest; but already *the
Son has made you free, and you are free i
indeed.” All earth and sll hell will in
vain combine to biing you into bondage l
again; all the puwer of the Almighty God
i pledged for your safety and freedom,
and because Jesus reigns yvou eam never
more be enslaved by Satan, or by sin, or
by any power of evil. Let it never be said,
thut of yourown will you returned to your
old taskmaster, and that by your free con-
sent you “are entangled aguin with the
yoke of bondage."—Rev. 4. Meody
Stuart.

DOES THE WORLD HATE PIETY ?

Sidney Smith says, “ It is not true that the
world hates piety. That modest and unob-
trusive piety which fills the heart with ail)
hunman chanties, and makes a man geatle to
others aud severe to Limself, is an object of
universal Jove aud veneration. Bat mankind
hate the lust of power when it is veiled nnder
the garb of piety; they do not choose to be
insulted; they love to tcar folly and impudence
{from the altars which should oniy be a save-
tuary for the righteous and the good.”

This sounds well and plausible (says an
wsknown but sensible vrither,) and has buta
single tlaw, it is nol true.  Athens bad once
a citizen of unblemished virtue, whose stern
integrity. and winnmg and blameless life ex-
cited nniversal comment. but so far from being
“fan object of wnversal love and veneration,”
Arnstides was bamshed in disgrace to foreign
Junu, Ata fater day she tau asccond citiaen,
whose lolty’ exxmple infused fresh fife into

THE GOOD NEWS.

social morals, and whose eloguent teachiy
allared young men from the haunts of vice,
and the enares of evil companionship, yey
Socrates did pot become *an object of myi.
versal love and veneration,” but died in prigon,
a martyr te his personal goodness.

Several centuries later there appeared iy
Judes, a man, whose * mudest and unobtrusive
piety,” even Sidney Smith woald not venture
to call in question. His “charities” were
aniversal, his tenderness more winning thop
woman’s. His character was harmoniously
rounded, wholly free from the rongh edges
and inequalities which inhere in excellent

men, when governed by a single idea; equally

free from the bitterness of spirit avd rude
persopality which excite aversion in many
reformers. “ He went about doing good,” heal-
ing the sick, comforting the troubled, syrpa-
thising with the outcast, raising the dead. “He
spake as never man spake.” lived gs man
never lived. But did Jesns Christ become
“an object of nniversal love and veneration 1
Let the secret snares of his untiring enemies
answer. Let the treachery of Judas, and the
maiice of the Pharisees, and the mockery of
Bered with his men of war, aud the shouts of
the popnlace in the streets of Jernsalem
auswer. Let Golgotha, with its bleody eries
and its bitter jeers, “ He saved others, himself
he cannout save,” answer. Let his own words
answer, “They hated me without a canse”

| “They have both scen and hated both me

and my Father.” 1f the world does not hate

| piety, the life of our blessed Saviour in whom

it appeated in the most wonning form of in-
carnate love, would be quite inexplicable.
Sidoey Smith was oot & competent witness.
He was «man of genial temper and ready
wit. Bat of the pature of trae piety, as root-
ed in a heart repewed by the Holy Spint he
seems never o have conceived. The very
idea of such a piety excited his derision, and
he svught to riddle it through and through
with the keeuest shafts from the quiver of lis
wit. A higher authority las said, “Ifye
were of the world, the world woeuld love his

own; but because ye are not of the world, .
but I have chosen yan out of the world, there-

Sore the world hateth you.” «Ye shall bo
bated of all nations for my name’s suke.” One
must have overlooked the teachings of the
New Testament, and have misread  strangely
apostolic history, and the ‘dark aunals of the.
martyrs of the churches, and have looked with
a dufl vision into the inner chambers of the
human heart, if he denies that the weild hates

piety. .= The disciple i1s not above his master,

uur the servant abuve his Jord,  If they have

called the Master of the hounse Brelzebub; -
how much ure L.l they call them of h§ :

household 27 .
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ABSENCE OF GOD IN PRAYER.

Othat I know where I might £21 him!*—Job.
xxiii. 3. .
«If God had 'not said, ¢Blessed are
those that hunger,) T know not what couid |
keep weak Cbristians from sinking in des |
gir. Many times, all I cando isto com-
plain that I want bim, and wish ts recover !
him.”
Bishop Hall, in uttering this Jament!
two centaries and a half ago, only echoed
the wail which had enme down, throngh
living heerts, from the patriarch, whose!
story is the oldest known hiterature in any
language. A conscionsness of the absence |
of God is one of the standard incidents of
religious lifs. Even when the forms of
devotion are observed conscientiously, the
sonse of the presence of God, asaninvisible
friend, whose suciety isa joy, is by no
means unintermittent. ]
The trath of this will not be questioned
by one who is famitiar with those phases’
of religious experience which are so often
the butden of Christian confession. In
nosingle feature of “inuer life,” probably,
isthe espeiencs of many minds less satisfuc-
tory to them than in this They seem to
themselves, in prayer, to havelittle, if any,
cfluent emotion. They can speak of lit-
tle in their devotional life that seems to
them like life; of little that appears like
the communion of a living soul with a
fiving God. Are there not many « closet
bours,” in which the chief feeling of
the worshipper is an oppressed conscions-
ess of the absence of reality from his own
exercises? He bus no words which are,
as George Herbert says, « heart deep.”—
He not only experiences no ecstasy, but
B0 joy, mo peace, no repose. He has no
sonse of being at home with God. The
gtillness of the hour is the stiliness of &
dead calm at sea.  The heart rocks mono-
tonously on the surface of the great
thoughis of God, of Christ, of eternity, of
heaven,— ’

“ Ag idic as a painted ship
Upon a painted ocean.”

Such experiences in prayer are often
startling in the_ contrast with those of cer-
tain  Christians, whose communion with
God, as the hints of it are recorded in
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being, the spiaitual.eoncﬁptibp of a life
which is hid with Chvist in God.
- We read of Payson, that his mind, at

times alraost lost its sense of the external

world, in the incffable thoughts of God's
glory which rolled like a sea of light

jaround him, tthathrone of grace.

We read of Cowper, that in ong of the
few lucid hours of his religious life, such
was the experience of God’s presence which
he enjoyed in prayer, that, as he tells us, he
thought he should have died with joy, if
special strength had not been imparted to

{ him to bear the disclosure.

We read of one of the Tennents, that
on one occasiott, when he was.engaged in
secret devotion, so overpowering was the
revelation of God which opeued upon his

"soul, and with augmenting intensity of

effulzence as he prayed, that at length he
recoiled from the intolerable joy as from
a pain, and besought God to withhold
from him further manifestations of hig
glory. He said, «Shall thy servant see
thee and live ¥ .

We read of the “sweet hours” which
Edwards enjoyed ¢ on the banks of Hud-
son’s River, in sweet converse with God;*
and hear bis own description of the in-
ward sense of Christ which at times came
into lus heart, and which he ¢ knows not
how to express otherwise than by a calm,
sweet abstraction of soul from all the con-
eoncerns of this world; and somefimes a
kind of vision of being alone in
the mountains, or some solitary wildernéss,
far from all mankind, sweetly conversing
with Christ, and rapt and swallowed ip in
God.”

We read of such instances of the fruits
of prayer, 1n the blessedness of the sup-
pliant, and are we not reminded by them
of the transfiguration of our Lord, of
whom we read, * As he prayed, the fash-
jon of his countenance was sltered, and
his raiment became white and glistering #°
‘Who of us is not oppressed by the contrast
between such an experience and liis own 2
Does not, the cry of the patriarch come
unbidden to our Iips, “ Oh that I knew
where J'might find him !

Much of even the ordinary langusge of
Christians, respecting the joy of com-
munion with God,—languags which i
stereotyped in ourdialect of prayer—many
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catnot’ Yonéstly apply to the history of
their 'own minds, A calm, fearless self-
extimination finds no counterpart to-it in
arything they have ever known. In the
view of an bonest conscience, it is not the
vernacular speech of their experience. As-
compared’ with the joy+ which such lan-
guage indicates, prayer is, in all that they
know of it, a dull duty. Perhaps the
chifirdcteristic of the feelings of many
about it is expressed in the single fact,
that it 75 to them a duty as distinet from
a' privilege., It is a duty which they
cannot deny, is often uninviting, even irk-
some.

If some of us should attemipt to define
thé advantage we derive from a perform-
ance of the duty, we might be surprised,

perbaps shocked, as one after another of r
m

the folds of a deceived heart shonld be
taken off, at the discoverv of the littleness
of the residuum, in an honest judgment
of ourselves. Why did we pray 1his
niorning? Do we often derive any other
profit from prayer, than that of satisfyving
convictions of conscience, of which we
could not 1id ourselves if we wished to do
so, and which-will not permit us “to be at
ease with ourselves, if all forms of prayer
are abandoned? Perhaps even so slight
a thing as the pain of resistance to the
momentum of a habit will be found to'be
the most distinet reason we can honestly
give for hawing prayed yesterday or to-
ay. : ) ’

There may be periods, also, when the:

experiences of the closet enable'some of us
to understand that maniacal ery of Cowper,
when his friends requested him to prepare
some hymmns for the Olney Collection :—
“How can you ask of me such a serviee?

I scem to myself 1o be banished to are-|

moteness from God's presence, in compar-
ison with which the distance from east to
west is vicinity, is cohesion.”

If such language is too strong to he
truthfol to the common experience of the
class of professing Christiaus to which those
whom it represents belong, many will
still discern in it, asan expression of
Joylessmers in prayer, a sufficient approx-
imationto their own experience, to awaken
taterest in some thoughts upon thg
CAUSES OF A WANT OF ENJOYMENT IN
PRAYER,

THE" GOOD"'NEWS,

The evil of such an experience in prayer
is too obviousto need illustration, If any
light can be thrown upon the causes:of it,
there is no man living, whatever may bs
lus religious state, who has not an interest
in_making it the theme of inquiry.—
« Never any more wonder,” says an old
writer, “ that men pray so seldom. For
there are very few that feel the relish,and
are enticed with the deliciousness, and
refreshed with the comforts, acquainted
with the scerets, of a boly prayer.” Yei,
who is it that has said, “I will make them
Jjoyfulin my house of prayer” ¢— Still Hour,

BE PUNCTUAL.

——

By punctuality we do not mean the
erely being in time for lectures, dinners,
| &e., but that spirit out of which punctuality
{ arows—that Juve of .accurney, precision,
and vigour which make efficient men and

vou have to do shall be done, in spite of
all petty obstacles, and-finished off at once
and finally. .We believe there isa slory
told of Nelson and his coachmaker, which
is worthy of being recorded. When he
was on the eve of departing for one of his,
areat expedilions, the corchmaker said to
him, * The cariage shall be at the door,
punctually at the door, at six o'clock.”—-
“ A quarter before,” suidl Nelson. “I
have always been a.quarter of an bour be-
fore my time, and it has made a man of
me.” .

The punctuality which we recommend
involves and comprebends the exact ar-

ou which much depeuds  Fix how much
you will speud on each object, and keep all
| but obstinately to your plan.  “ Methed,”
gsavs Cecil, 15 like packing things in a
box. A good packer will getin half as
mmch again as a bad ove.” ~ Ponder well
upou these things, and cail on God to help
you in arraying youwrself in these quali-
ties,

No one ever yet yawned it into beiig with
a wish, You must make arrangements
for ity you must watch it; you must noticd
when you fail, and you must keep'soms
kiad of journal of your fuilures, :

and women—the determination that what .

rangement of your iime. JItisa wmatter -

If vou mean to be «ffective, you |
must set about it earnestly and at once— .

PN
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PI0OUS RESOLUTIONS.

. .t . .
WRITTEN SHOKTLY AFTER CONVERSION.

.

1 will no more & wanderer be,

With heart estranged and far from thee,
Nor serve the world, when I am free
From its dread chains and dradgery.

Henceforth, will I thy glory seek,
Henceforth, will { thy praises speak,
Henceforth, will I, though Iam weak,
Thee strive to praise and glorify.

Henceforth at life’s pure cleansing stream,
Hy soul shaliwash and ¢'er be clean,

And thy white robe, void spot or seam,
My soul shall clothe and beautify.

Henceforth to Thee for daily bread,

Hy soul shall look-and .¢’er be fed;
Henceforth thy lové sbull e my bed;

0 that will be true luxury. -

No more the world's alluring joys,

Shell snare my heart and feast my eyes,
Bat henceforth CLrist shall be the prize,
Tor which my soul strives vigorously.

No more o bond-slave but 2 prince,
Mysteps through grace shall still advance,
Till waking from life’s fleeting trance,
I bathe in endlessecstasy.

.

Rocewoon. AN

I DON'T LIKE PROFESSIONS.

This is the reason which many give for
notacknowledging Christ#y They say, when
urged upon the point, that they ‘dow’tlike
professions.’ A strange reason this for not
obeying the express command of the divine
Saviour. What if they do not like profes-
sions, do they equally dislike obeying com-
mands? If so, they had bettersay, ¢Idon't
like obedience to the commands of Ged.!
Butthey profess to be well disposed to obey ;
it is only to professing that they olject.
Well, then, deb them obey all the precepts
which they find in the Bible, and we will
not-trouble them about » profession. Why
should we? In that case, they will obey
the precept which enjoins a profession ; they
will do the thing appointed in remembrance
of Christ,  _

But ¢T don't like professions.! And who
dacs like mere professions? Who ever con-
tended in favor of & man's prefessing to
h;ve what he hasnot? Professions are very
different-from mere professions. Supposc s
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person has what he professes to have, what
then? What is the ebjection to a profession
in thatcase? I.see none.. If @ man lovés’
the Lord Jesus, I cansee no hapdin pto-
fessing or declaring his attachment to him.
14 is very patural to declare it. 'W¢ profess
attachment to others—to relativés, friends,
benefactors, pastors, civil rulers—why not
to Christ? How does his being the subject’
of the profession constitute’ such an objec-
tion toit? 1Is he the only being' to whom
we may not profess attachment ? -

¢Don't'like professions ¥’ "Why, yes, they
do. Professions of friendship, of patriotism,
and of loyalty, theylike. Why not of réli-
gion 7. Why shouid not religion be professed
as well as other things?  Are attachment to
the gospel, love to Christ,-regard for the
authority of Jehovah, and adherence to
his government the only things never tc be
professed ? i

1 do not see any objection to professions,
but Isee propriety and utility in them,even
ifit were optional with us to make them.or
not. Ifit were left to our choice, it strikes
me we ought to choose to profess love and:
obedience to Christ. But suppose it is-fe-
quired, does not that alter the case? Will
these persons say they do not like what.God.
requires?  And does he not require a profes-,
sion? His inspired apostle twicezexhorts.
Christians to hold fust their -profession,
Does not that imply that it is made, and
ought to be made? How isa person to hold,
on to that of which he has never taken hold?,
Is not the public confession of Christrequir-
ed when itis madeacondition of salvation?
¢ If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus,-and shalt believe in thine hearf
that God hath raiscd him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved. Rom 10:9. Does not
divine authority require it, when to the tlo-
ing of it is made one of the most precioug
promises in the whole Bibie? ¢ Whosoever
thercefore shall confess me before men, him
will I confess also Dbefore my Father which
is in heaven.? Is not that duty, against the
omission of which such a threatening lies
as this: ¢But whosoever shall deny me be-
(fore men, him will I also deny before my
| Father whichis in heaven?  Matt. 10: 32,
33. It is very plain that God requires
profussions, though some men do not like
them.

tYou don't Jike professions? Then
Joshus, aman that followed the Lord fully,
falls under your ccnsure, for he professed
the service of God. ¢As for mc and my
house. said he, ¢ we will serve the Lord.
Are we to think the worse of him for this ?
Some ask what is the wse of 8 profession.
If they Will observe what followed Joshun's
profession, they will sce the use of it. "They
will see that it brought outall Israel. < e
will .also serve the Lord, said they; and

EIEEL BRI . =3 .
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thoy outered that day into a covenant to
aervo him, Nor did their practice belie their
profosalon s for {t is recorded that *Israel
sorvod tho Lovd all the days of Joshua, and
all tho days of the clders that overlived
Joshua.' 8So much for a profession. Itis
agroed on all hands that that profissing
gonoration, in plety and devotion to God,,
aurpassed any other during the national ex-
istenoo of leruel,

Wo road in L Tin, 2: 10, of certain things
whivh are suid to become * wownen profes-
aing godliness' It would secem from this,
to bu thu duty of women to profuss godliness.,
And if of women, of men also, I suppose.
What enro of real subjection to the gospel of
Chrlat do wo yend of, which was not alsoa
cngo of ¢ profuss :d subjection’ toit? Paul,
in 3Qor, 0. 13, speaks of sume who glori-
fied God for the tprefessed subjection’ of
athors wntothe gospel of Christ It appears:
then that God is elorided by these profes-
alons, And Ishould presume, from certain-
pasngus in the Bible, that he is not glorified:
whoun o profession is withheld. Therg were,.
in primitive thmes, some who did not like
profossions, 1t is no new thing not to-like
profegalons, In John 12:42, 43;we read,
that tamong the chief rulers many believed.
on him, buty us they did not like professions,.
+ bovaud® of the Pharisees they did not con-
foss himj for they loved the praise of men
moro than the praise of God.! It isne honor-
ablo montion which is. intended to be made
of anothet, of whom it is said that he was
¢n Qlaoiplo of Josus, but secretly, for fear of
the Jews! John 19.38. Fear made him
deolino a profession for a time ; bud at lengtlr
ho came out openly on the side of Christ,

0D NEWS.

‘like to call him now the beloved of their
y souls, but they will like to haye him call
them, on that day, the blessed of his Father,
—W. Nevins, D.D.

SONG OF THE INCARNATION,

This is the day the Lord hath made;

Let all the worla thereof be glad!

Praise Him, ye heavens, and thop, O earth,.
Proclaim the wonders of His birth..

\ The nations waited long for Thee,

Thntil the time fulfill'd should be:

When God seut down from His high throne
The world’s Redeemer, Thee' His Son.

When this event my soul surveys,-
Tis lost in wonder and amaze;
And secks 1n vain to grasp a love’,
All human thought so far above.

Thon dost, O'Lord, Thyself abase,
That sinners may receive Thy grace,
And our weak flesh-and form assume,.
To save us from impending doom..

Thy King, O Zion, comes to Thee:
«'Tis written inthe book of Me,

I come, O'God, to do Thy will,.
And perfectly Thy law fulfiL”

Lord, who didst come on earth to dwell;.
The Prince of Peace, Emmanuel,

Whom long the fathers hoped to see,
Messiah, God, I worship Thee!

and busought Pilate for the body of Jusus.

Ifthey who sny they do not like profes-
along, mean that they do not like false, oc
lond, vt osteutatious, or barcly verbal pro-
fosalons, let them say so.and we will agree
with them; but let them not mean this, and’
say, without qualification, they “don't like
profusstons.

It is truly strange, because some now, as
in apostolic times, * profess that they know
God, but in works deuy him,’ that others will
novey profogs to know him. Because men
hava profossed friendship, and have proved:
no {rionds, therefore they will not only nos
profuns fricndship, but they will abstan from
cortaln acts and expressiozs of friendship,
bocaure they involve a profession of it. It
ia o pity that men who are going to give an
account of themselves to God, should reason
and agt thus! -

Wall, they must do as they please ; but of
one thing Xam gure, The hour is coming
whon, however they may now dislike pro-
fosslons, they will like them. They may
not now lilte to confess Christ before men,
bat thoy will then like to have Christ con-
foas thom beforo his Father, Thoy may noi

Our Saviour and our highest good,
Thou join'st Thyself to flesh and blood,
Qur Friend and very Brother here,, -
That we may b&God‘s children dear..

Qh, thought sublime and troly great,
'Tis thine the soul to elevate!

Oh, blessed. thoaght. ’tis also thine
To fill the-heart with joy divine!

By one man's sin the world first foll,

By Uneit is redeem’d from- hell.

Tlicn wherefore fear?—at God's right hand
Our Saviour and our God doth stand.

Rejoice, ye heavens, from which to earth
Were brought the tidings of His birth;
And earth, whe seest now this day,

Oh singto Him thy sweetest lay.

This is the day the Lord hath made;

Let all the world thereof be glad!

Praise Him, ye heavens,and'thou, G ¢earth,
Proclaim the wonders of &is birth.

©. F. GELLEEY:
=~ British Herald,
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CHRIST IN THE HEART.

—

The rush of an evil heart’s affections,
like other swollen streams, will not yield to

reason. When God by his Word and,

Bpirit comes to save, He saves, by arresling
the heart and making it new.

An engine, dragging its*tiain on the
rail, is sweeping along the Jandscape. As
it comes near, it strikes awe into the spee-
tator. Its furious flre and smoke, its rapid
whirling wheels, its mighty mass shaking
the ground beneath it, aud the stealthy
quickness of its approach—its whole ap»
pearance and adjuncts make the observer
bate his breath till itis past. What power
would suffice to arrest that giant strength ?
Although a hundred men should stand
up before it, or seize its whirling wheels, it
would cast them down, and over their
mangled bodies hold its unimpeded course,
with nothjng to mark the oceurrence but
4 quiver as it cleared the heap! But there
i3 & certain spot in the machinery where

“the touch of a little child will make the

monster slacken his pace, creep gently for-
ward, stand still, slide back like a spaniel
fawning under an angry word at the feet
of his master.

A ship driven by fierce winds is gliding
with all the momentum of great bulk and
great speed forward—forward upon a
sunken rock, where the gurgling breakers
greedily, gloomily predict her doom.
What apparatus can you bring to bear

|
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all the resolutions and effots of himself
aad neighbours, asSamson bioke the withes
that wera twisted round his wrists, How
Paul wept when he found that his wild
heart would brook no restraint of his better
judgineut. I fudalaw in my members,
that* when I would do good, evil is present
with me. No power in heaven or earth
will arrest that downward fail, unless it be
laid upon the heart. The humua being
is so constituted that a touch there may
turn him, but nothing else will.  Oh, to be
arrested by the heare! Uunless Jesus cast
the bands of his love about that heart, as
we are rushing past, there remains nothing
but a fearful looking for of judgment.
Lord, grasp me there! Lord, save me, ¥
perish! Thy people shall be willing in
the day of thy power.

When they told the blind beggar at the
wayside that Jesus was passing by, he rosa
and ran, and cried, * Jesus, thou -son of
David, have mercy on me!” My heart,.
Lord! arrestit; subdue it inake it new ’—
“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and
renew aright spirit within me."—Rev. W.
Arnot.

POLYCARP'S DECISION.
When he appeared before the proconsul,
the lettersaid 1o him, “ Swear, curse Christ,
and I will set you free!” The old man an-
swered,  Eighty and six years have Iserved
him, and Ibave received only good at his

upon the devoted vessel? What chain hands! Can I then eurse Him, my King

thrown around her bows will briug her to
a stand? The massiest cable coming
across her course will snap like a thread of
tow! But a.touch by a man’s hand on
the helm will turn the huge mass sharply
around, and leaveit standing still upun the
surfuce, with its empty sails flapping idly
in the wind.

These great worksof man laugl to scorn
every effort to arrest their course by direct
obtrusive force; and yet they are so con
structed that a gentle touch in a tender
Place makes all in an instant still.

This greatest work of God, more wonder-
ful by far—this man—this self of me—
moves with a greater impetus to a deeper,
longer doom. Moving from birth in the
direction-of death, the immortal gathers

momentum every hour, bursting through

and my Saviour? When the proconsul
continued to press him, Polycarp said,
« Weli, then, if you desire to know who I
am, I tell thee freely, I am a Christiant
If you desire to know what Christianity
is, appuint an hour aod hear me.” The
proconsul, who here showed that he did
not act from any religious bigotry, and
would gladly bave saved the old man if
he could silence the pedple, said to
Polycarp, “Only persuade the people.”
He replied, “To you I felt xi¥self bound
to render an acount, forour religion teaches
us to treat the powers ordained by-God
with becoming. reverence, as far as it is
consistent with our salvation. But as for
those without, I consider them undeserving
of any defence: from me.” And justly
! for what would it have bean buf
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throwing pearls before swine, to attempt
to speak of the gospel to awild, tumul-
tiiohs, apd fanatical moéb?  After the
governor biad in vain threatened bim with
wild beusts and the funeral pile, he made
the herald publicly announce in the eircus,
that Polycarp had confessad himself a
Chuistian.  "These words contained the
sentence of death against him.  The people
“instantly eried out, ¢ This is the teacher
of atheism, the father of the Christians,
the enemy of onr gods, who has taught so
many not to pray to the gods, and not to
sacrifice!”  Assoon as the proconsul had
complied with the demand of the populace,

THE. GOOD NEWS.

" DUNHALLOWED PRAYER.

# What is the'hope of the hypocrite? Will God
bear his cry?"—Jon xxvii. §, (I))

Aun impenitent sinner never prays. In

an inquiry after the causes of joylessness
in the forms of prayer, the very first which
meets ns, in some instances, is the adsence
of picty. It is useless to search behind
or beneath such a cause as this for a more
recondite explanation of the evil. This
is, doubtless, often all the interpretation
thay ean be houestly given to a man’s ex-
perience in addressing God.  Other res-
sous for the lifelessness of his soul in pray-

that Polyearp should perish on the funeral | er are rooted in this,—that le i3 not a

pile, Jew and Gentile hastened wvith the
utmost speed to collect wood from the
market places and the baths.  When they
wished (o fasten bim with nails to the pile,
the ol man said, “ Leave me thus, I pray,
unfastened. Je who.has enabled me to

abide the fire, will give me strength also.

Christian.

If the lieart is not right with God, en
joywent of communion” with God is in-
possible. That communion itself is im-
possible. I vepeat, an impenitent sinner
never pravs, Impenitence involves not
one of the elements of a spirit of prayer,

o remain firm at'the stake” - Before the | Holy desiie, holy love, holy fear, holy
fire was hghted he prayed thus: « O Lord, | trust—not oue of these can the sinner
almighty God, the Father of thy beloved | find within himseli,  He has, therefors,
Son Jesus Chuist, through whom we have ! none of that artless spontaneity, in calling
yeceived a knowledge of Thee!  God of fupon God, which David exhibited Wwhen
the awrels and of the Whole ereation, of! he said, “Thy servant hzllthIl)ld in his
the whole human race, and of the saints) keart 1o pray this prayer.unto thee”  An
wha. live before f'hy presence! I thank |impenitent sipner finds no such thing in,
“Thee that Thou hast thougbt me worthy, ! 2is heart.  He finds there no intelligent
this day, and this hour, to share the eup | wish to- enjoy God's friendship. "The
of thy Cluist among the number of thy.) whole atmosphere of prayer, thevefore, is

*

avitnesses!”

— D~ e

NEGLECTING SALVATION.

Mostof the ealamities oflife are eansed by sim-
ple neglect. By neglect of education, clijldren
growap in ignorance. By neglect, a farm grows
up toweeds and briars; by neglect, 2 house goes
to decays by aeglect of sowing, a man will have

no aivest; by neglect of reaping the harvest | |

} foreign to his tastes.

If be drives himself
into it for 2 time, by forcing upon his
soul the forms of devation he cannot stay
there, Heis like one grasping in ava
cnum,

Ouc of the most impressive mysteries of

the condition of man on this earth, is his
deprivation of all visible and audible ve-
presentations of God.  Weseem to beliv-

svilt rot in the field. No worldly interests can | ing in a state of seclusion from the vest of

prospar where there isneglect, and may it not be
S0 in religion?  There 18 notlung in earthly
affairs that is valnable, that avill not be ruined if
it isnot attended to: and why may it not be so
with the concerns of the soul?  Let no one infer,
¢herefore, iz because he is not a drunkard, or
an adulterer, “or 3 murderer that ho will be
saved. Such an inference would be as irratiopal
&s it would be for 2 man to infer that because hie
is ot & murderer hisfarm will produce a harvest,
orthat because he is not an adulterey therefore
bis merchandize &ill ake care ofitself, Salvation
would be worth pothing if it cost no elfort—and
gxgﬁ will bgno saivation where no offurt is put

¢

the universe, and from.that peculiar pres
ence of God in which” ungels dwell, andin
which departed saints serve bim day and
night. 'We do not sée him in the fire;
we do not bear him 'in the wind; we do
not feel him in the daikness, But &
more awful concealment of God from the
unregenerate soul exists by the vefy Jaw of
an unvegenerate stale. The eye 6f sich 8
soul is closed even upon thespiritial mani-
festations of God, in all ‘but' thei

holf yolba
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tivetispoets. - THese are all that it feels.—
These ave all thé thoughts of God which
it has-faith in.- Such..a soul does not en-
joy God, for it-does-mot.see God with an
eva of faith,—that is, as a living God liv-
jng close to itself, and in vital velations to
its own- debtiny,~—except as a retributive
Povwer.

The only thing that forbids life, in any
of its.experiences, to be a life of retribution
to an jmpenitent sinner, is a dead sleep of
moral sensibility. And this sleep cannot
Jbe disturbed while he vemaius impenitent,
otherwise than by disclosures of God as
a consuming fire. His experietce, there-
fore, in the forms of devotion, while he

. abides in impenitence, can only vibrate

between the extremes of weariness and
of terror. Quell his fear of God, and
prayer becomes irksome; stimulate bis in-
difference to God, and prayer becomes a
terment,

The notes of a flute are sometimes a
torture lo the ears of idiots, like the blare
ofa trumpet. The reason has been con-
jectured to be, that melodious sound un-
locks the tomb of idiotic mind Ly thé sug-
gestion:of . coneeptions, dim, but startling,
likea revelation.of « higher life, with whi-h
that mind has certain crushed affiniting,
But with which it feels no willing sym-
patby; so that its own deggadation, dis-

closed to it by the contrast, is seated upon '

the consciousness of idiocy like a night-
mare.  Spch a stimulant ouly” to sutfering:
may the form of praver be in the experi-
ence of sin. Impenitent praver can only
grovel in stagnant’ sensibility, ov ugonize
in'remorseful torture, or ostillate from one
to the other. Thereis no point of joy be-
tween.to which it can gravitate, and there
rest. .

It is mot wise that even we, who pro‘ess
to be followers of -Christ, should close our
eyes to this truth, that the uniform absence
of joy i prayer is one of the threatening

188

evidence which it will be the Joss of onr
souls to neglect, that we sve self-deluded
in our Christian hepe. An apostle might
number us among the ¢ many,” of whom
he would say, ** I now tell you, evén weep-
ing, that they are enemies of the cross of
Christ,"—Stll Hour.

‘ FAST ASLEEP.

BY REV. J. C. RYLE, B.A.
Reader, the book of Jonah tells us, that
! when the ship in which he was fleeing to
; Tarshish was almost lost in a tempest,

Jonah was down below, fast asleep.

How strange that soumds! The wind

was howling above.  The waves were roar-
(ingbeneath.  All around him were at their
wits” end with fear. Death was eclose at
hand.  Jonah was not ready to die. He
Lwas fleeing fiom the presence of the Lord.
| Yot Jonuh lay fast asleep. _

{  Render, ave youswre you are not doing
JJust the same thing about yomr soul?—
i Lhere is & sleep of the sonl, as well as
;asleep of the budy.  Tlere wre multitudes
s bdied in this soul- sleep, and hanging over
j the briuk .of kel Reader, perbaps you
j are one.
I dare say you are wide awake about
ttemporal things. You read the news-
i papets.  Xou have your head stored with
earthly wisdom and useful knowledge.—
jBut very likely you have no heart-{elt
ssense of sin, no peace or friendship with
i God, uo cxperimental acquaintance with
1 Christ, o meetuess for heaven, no delight
tin the Sabbath, the Bille, and prayer.—
1 And yet you are a sinuer, a dying sinver,
tan immortal sinner, a sinner going to meet,
{ Christ, a sinner going to Lo judged !—
I What, I would put it to your conscience
| as an honest man, what is all this but be-
ing asleep ?

signs in respect of our religious state. It! o,
isoue of the legitimate intimations of that! How long is this to go-on? When do
estrangement, from God, which sin induces { you mean to awaka and live as if you had
in-one who has not experienced God’s ve-fa soult When will you cease to hear as
newing grace. A searching of ourselves | one who hears not?  When will you give
with an honest desire to know the truth, | up runuing after shadows, and seek some.
and the whole of it, may disclose to us {thing substantial? -When will you throw
other Yindred facts, with which this fea- | off the mockery of a religion which cannot
ture of our condition becomes reasonable | satisfy, cannot comfort, cannot sanetify,
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eaunot. save, and will not bear a calm ex-
amination? When will yougive up baving
a faith which does not influence your prac-
tice—haviug & book which you say is
God’s word, but treat as if it was nol—
having the name of a christian, but know-
ing nothing of Christ? O! reader, when,
when shall it once be?

Why not this very year? Why not
this very duy? Why not at once awake
and call upon your God, and resolve that
you will sleep no longer? I set before
you an open door. I set before you Jesus
Christ the Saviour, who died to make
atonement for sinners—Jesus, who is able
to save to the uttermost, Jesus willing to
receive.  The hand that was nailed to the
. cross is held out to you in mercy. The
eye that wept over Jerusalem is Jooking
on you with pity. The voice that has
said to many wanderers, « Thy sins are for-
given,” is saying to you, “ Come to me.”

o to Jesus first and foremost, if yon
would know what step to take, Think
not to wait for repentance, and faith, and
anew heart, but go to IHim just as you are.
Go to Him in prayer and cry, «Lord save
rae, or I perish.  { am weary and sleeping ;
I would faiu sleep nolonger.” Oh!awake
thou that sleepest, and Christ shall give
thee light.

Suu, moon, and stars are all witnessing
against you; they continue according to
God's ordinances, and you are ever trans-
gressing them, The grass, the birds, the
very worms of the earth, are all witnessing
against you: they fill their place in ciea-
tion, and you do not. Sabbaths and or-
dinances are continually witnessing against
you; they are ever proclaiming that there
is & God aud a judgment, and you are Jiv-
ing as if there were none. The tearsand
prayers of gudly relations are witnessing
agamst you; others are sorrowfully think-
ing you have a soul, though you seem to
forget it. The very gravestones that you
see every week are witnessing against you;
they are silently witnessing * life is uncer-
tain, time is short, the resurrection is yet
to come— the Lord is at band.” All, all
are saying, Awake, awake, awake! Oh!
reader, the time past may surely suffice
you 10 have slept. Awake to be wise.—
Awake to be safe. Awake ta ho happy.
&Awake and sleep no more,

[ VTP

PHE -GOOD NEWS,

ARE YOU A SABRATH-SCHOQO1, -
TEACHER?

Iam a little apprehensive that the title of
this article will be read by some who will give
no hearing to the article itself. There aro
those wiio, bewng professors of religion, or at
least well disposed thereto, are 0ot Sahbath-
school teachers, aud yet strongly suspect
sometimes that they ought to be, Surh are
not-fond of reading an enumeration of the
reasons why they should engage in this be
nevolent employment, because these reasons
{ure apt to appear. more, cogent thau their obs
Jjections to it. After such a perusal, they are,
very prone to feel as if they ought to take
hold of this good work; and not being pres
pared to do that, it israther more agreeable
to them not to ‘have the feeling that they
ought. {t is uncomfortable ta carr
with one a sense of obligation which he is not
disposed to discharge.

But 1 hope my apprehensions will be disap-
pointed; s3 I proceed to the article. Are you
a Sabbath-school teacher ? If you are, you
are engaged in a good work, Yes, it is good,
both as acceptable to God, and as profitable
to men. Itis good in its direct operation,
aud good in its reflex action: It is not merely
teaching the young idea how to shoot, but
what is still more important, it is teaching the
} young and tender affection what to fix upon,
and where to entwineitself. Nothing hallows
the Sabbath more than the benevolent employ-
ment of the Sabbath-school teacher, It is
more than Jawful to do such good on the Sab-
bath-day. It Hhs great reward, Continue to
be a Sabbath-school teacher. Be not weary
| in this well-doing. Do not think you have
{ served long enough in the capacity of teacher,
until you have served life out, or until there
shall be no_need of one saying to another,
“Kuow the Lord.” What if it be laborions ?
Itis the labor of love, in the very fatigue of
wiich the soul finds refreshment.

But perhaps you are not & Sabbath-school
teacher, “No, Iam not,” methinks I hear
one say. “Iam not o professor of religion.
Youcannot expeet me to bea teacher.” You
ouaht to be both; and your pet being the first,
is but a poor apology for declining to be the
other. The neglect of one obligation i3a
slim excuse for the neglect of another. You
seem to admit, that if you professed religion,
it would beyour duty to teach in the Sabbath-
school. Now, whose fault is it that you do
not profess religion ? Bat I see no valid ob-
jection to your teaching 2 class of boys or
gitls how to read the word of God, though
you be not a professor of religion. I cannot
think that uny person gefs harm.by thus do-
ing good. Esxperiente hasshown that the

about -
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business of teacking in the Sabbath-school is
tuwice blessed—~blessing the teacher as well as
the taught.

But you are “not good enough,” you say.
Then you need 8o much the more the reaction
of such an occupation to meke you better.
The way to get good,is to do it. “But I am
not a young person.” And what if you are
not? You need not be very young, in order
to be s nseful Sabbath:school teacher. We
don't waat mere novicesin the Sabbath-school.
If you are not young, then you have so much
more experience to assist you in the work.
Do Sabbath-school teachers become superan-
suated 8o much earlier in life than any other
class of benefactors—so much sooner than
ministers and parents? There is a prevailing
mistake on this subject.

But you ure married, you say. And what
ifyoun are? Because you havemarried & wife
or husband, is that any reason why you should
not come iato the Sabbath-school? Many
people think that as soon as they are married,
they are roleased from the obligation of as-
sisting in the Sabbath-school. But I do not
understand this to be one of the immunities of
mafrimony. As well might they plead that
in discharge of the obligation to every species
of good-doing. Such might at least postpone
this apology, till the cares.of a fumily have
core upon them. And even then, perhaps
the best disposition they could make of their
children oun the Sabbath, would be to take
them to the school. I wonder how many
hours of the Sabbath are devoted to the in-
struction of their children, by those parents
who make the necessity of attending to the
religious culture of their families an apology
for not entering the Subbath-school; and I
wonder if their children could not be attended
to iu others than these usually occupied in
Sabbath-school instruction; and thus, while
they are not peglected, other children who
have no parents that care for their souls,reccive
a portion of their attention. I think this not
impossible. But perhaps the wife pleads that
she is no longer her own, and that her hus-
baud's wishes are opposed to her coutivuing
ateacher. But has she ceased to be the
Lord’s by becoming her hushaud's? Does
the husband step into all the rights of a Sav-
lour over hisredeemed ?  Xf such an objection
ismade, it is very clear that she has not re-,

arded the direction to marry “only in the
ord.”

But perhaps you say, “There are“enough
others to teach in the Sabbuth-school."™—

. There would not be evough—theie woald not

be any, if all were like you.

But it is a [ have nowe.
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to me,” will grow up without either learnimg
or religion, unless you become a teacher,
Are all ‘the children in the place where you
live gathered into the Sabbath-school ? Arg
there nope that still wander on the Lord's day,
illiterate aud irreligious? Is there a com-
potent number of teachers in the existing
schools, so that more would rather be in the
way than otherwise 2 I do not know how it
i8 where you live, but where I live, there are
boys and girls enough, aye, too many, who ge
to no Subbath-school. 1t is only for a teach-
er to go out on the Sabbath, and be readily
collects a class of children willing to attend;

‘and where I reside, there are notteachers

evough for the scholars already collected.
Some classes are without a teacher; and pre-
sently the children stay away, because, they
say, they comse to the school, aud there is no
one to attend to them. He who said, “ Suffer
the little children to come unto me, and for
bid them not,” knows thi- and be knows who
of # his sncramental host” might take charge
of these children,oud donot. They say, every
communion-season, “Lord, what wilt thon
have me to do ?” and the Lord replies, “ Suffer
the little children to come unto me;” and there
the matter ends. )

I visited recently an interesting school,
composed of colored adults and children. 1f
is taught partly by white persons, and partly
by int(lligent colored persous. 1t is languish-
ing now for want of teachers. ‘There were
presentsome twenty-Gve or thirty females, and
only two female teachers. 1 wondered to see
no more than two there, of those who were
last at the cross and first at the sepulchre.
I thought it a little out of character.  One of
those told me that often there had been forty
present; but as two could not attend to them
all, they had gradually become discouraged,
and had dropped off one after another. 'queey
found they must give up learning to read,
though they wanted very much (o learn to
read the Bible. Some large classes of fine-
looking buys sat there without any teacher.
No man cared for them. T swid it wasa pily,
but J thought it was a shame. 'The church
with which this school is cannerted, abounds
in abli-badied professorv of relicion, who
could eacily supply thiswant  But they don't
do it. They say they ean’t; but the truth is,
they wont. I know some have an antipathy
to the colored; but as I suppose-they are com*
pret snded in that *world” of which we read,
Julin 3: 16, that Golleved it, and certainly in
that “ whole world,” of which we read, 1 John
2.2, us connected with Christ’s propitiation,
As for those, however, who

mistalke; there are not cnough others. You | we so much more fasti lious than their Lord.

sre wanted, Some five or six children, of
whonr Clrist ‘hag-said, “ Siffer them to come’

|

there are white children enough ta émploy
them, oo
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But I hear one say, “ I was once.a teacher;”
uid do you not blush to own that you became
weary in this species of well-doing? “But
Tthink T taught long enough” How long
ditl you teach? Till you could tench no
Ionger ? Are you dead ? If not, you are rest-
ing from your labors rather prematuvely.

‘his excuse resembles one which I heard of,
us from a Jady of wealth, who having for stveral
years been a subseriber to the Bible Society.
at length ordered her name to be stricken off,
alleging that she thouaht she had done her
part towards dissemivating the Bible. The
world was not supplied; O no not even the
country; and her meaus were not exhausted.
But she had dooe her part, Had she done
tvhat she conld 2 The woman whom Jesus
commended had * done what she could.” But
this is a digression.

But cne says, “I want the Sabbath for
myself; for rest and for improvement.” And
wha daes not? Are you busily employed
all' thie week ? So arc some of vur most
faithful teachers. You ought to be “ diligent
in business” during the §ays of the week.
"3ix days shalt thou labor.” *But is there
any #est in Sabbatlh-school.teaching ?*  The
eoul finds some of its sweetest rest jn the
works of mercy, avd often it3 richest imnprove-
ment in the care to improve others.

But perhaps you suy, though with some
diffideace you express this objection, that you
beloag to o civcle in society whose members
are not accustomed to teach in the Sabbath- |
school. Do you mean, that you are abore
the business? You mast be exceedingly
elevaled in life to be abote the business of
gratuitously communicating the knowledge of
God to the young and ignoraat. You must
be exalted above the very throne of God itself.
if you are above caring for poor children.
% But I shonld have to mingle with those be-
veath me in ravk.” Ah, I supposed that
Christianity has destroyed the distction of
zank, not indeed by depressing any, but by
€levating all.  Should Christiags, all cleansed
by the same blood und Spirit, treat other
Christians as common ? ’

* But T am unot qualified to teach.” If you
are not in reality, you shoald undertake teach-
jug for the sake of learning. The best way
to learn any thing, is to teach it. If
you only think yourself vot qualificd, your
v.ry humility goes far towards quatifying you.

0, it is too labocious. Liere is so muel
self-denial in it”  And du I heara disciple of
Christ complaming of lsbor aud self-denial,
when these are ainong the very conditions of
discipleship ? Is the disciple above hismase
ter 7 Can you follow Cmrist without going
where he went? Aund went he not sbout

doing good ? Pleased he himself?
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Ab, I koow what ig the rengon of this defi
ciency of Sabbathsschool teachers, and T wil
speak it out. It is-owing {fo a deplorable
want of Christjan benevolerce in them. who
profess to bd Chvist's followers: They Inck
the love that s uecessary to engage- ‘on¢ in
this labor of love:” They have no heart for
the work ¥, Vevins, D.D, .

T WONDRCUS LOVE OF CHRIST. -

THE HOUR COME

Our great and glorious Redeemer hav.
ing, as the man of sorrows, the servant of
the Father, and the representative of his
people, finished his work of teaching, and
his «ctive Jabours for bis people; and being
about to endwe. the curse, sustain the
punishment of their sins, and make an
wnfinite atonement for them, presented
himself before them as the preat Ynterces.
sor, In his address to his Father in their
hearing, he opened his loving heart, disclos
ol the depth of his sympatby, and gave
utterance to his unbounded desires for theiy
welfare.  How sublime his language! how
exquisitely tender his pathos! how pro-
found bis thoughts} May the Lord, the
Holy Spirit, lead us to meditate on his’
wondrous prayer to our own. profit, and
his olory: « These words spake Jesus,

| and lified up his eyes to heaven, and said,

Father, the hour is-come; glorify thy Son,
that thy Son also may glorify thee
(Jobn xvii. 1},  Observe—

- What Jesus did. <« He Kfted up his
eyes to heaven.” This was expressive of
deire, confidene, expectation, and rever
ence. Of desire,—for as when “we spesk
to any o-te,.and desire a reply, we naturally
turn to that one, and look him in the fuce;
50 Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven, the
place of his Father’s throne, the home of
his Father's glory, where he bad lain in
his Father’s bosom from everlasting. The
deep and intense desire of his soul directed
his eve upwards.  Of expectution,—for he
expecied a reply; and vee,,when we expect
a veply, Jook loward the party we address,
Hence David says, ¢ In the morning will
I direct my prayer unto thee, and will
look up.”  When we desire anything of
God, which he bas promised in his word,
and which we believe will be for our good
and his glory, we should look up, a=d ex-
pect to receive it.  Of confidence,—he had




THE '‘GOOD NEWS.

-the gtrongest confidence in hisFather, and
therefore he lifted-up -bis eyes, and looked
for sympathy and a reply.  So we should
have confidence in (iod. He loves to be
trusted. He has given us many exceeding
great and precious promises, to which ke
has added junumerable proofs of his faith-
fulness, to induce us to exercise confidence
in im.  Let us, therefore, ask in faith,
and believe that oar God will give us the
desires of our hearts, Of reverence,—
Jesus in the model warshipper. In him
we see strong desire, enrnest expectation,
unquestioning coufidence, and profounl
reverence.  Ile was all solemuity; yet
there was no dread, no terror, no slavish
fear. How djfferent to the unhallowed
freedom of some professors! How dif-
ferent “to our own approaches to God at
times! He lifts up bis evesto heaven,
and .with a soul bu:ning with zeal for his
Father’s gloty he said,—or poured out his
whole soul. for himself, for his disciples
then present with him, and for his people
down to the very end of time. Let us
notice,—

What Jezus said. He said, « Father,”
or My Father. ITe came to God ss a son
—is 8 son conreious of his father's love—
as & son who had been doing, and was
now about to sutfer, his father's will. He
realized his relation to God, which was
peculiar; for he was the Son of God as
none other ever was, or ever will be~—
Aungels ave the sons of G»d by creation,
and we are the sous of God by adoption
and regencration ; but he was the only-be-
gotten of the Father, the brightness of his
glory, and the express image of his person.
How the Son was Legotten of the Father
1 know not, do not ask to know. What
precise idea is to e attached to the word
begotten, when applied to the co-equal
tnd co-eternal Sou of God, I kuew unot,
do notexpect to know. That it implies
sameness of nature, is clear. That it does
not interfere with the independence of the
Son, I Lelieve, Each of the divine per-
sous possesses the whole Godhead,—euach
B equally, eternally and essentially God;
therefore equally the object of trust, ve-
verence, and religious Worship. The Father
13 not the Son, nor is the Son the Father;
and yet the Soa is as veally, truly, and
cterually God, as the Father. Thus he

18¢
stands hefore his Father clothed M flesh,

one with his people, acting for his peoples

but though clothed in flosh, he is the Son
of God, one with God, dnd ncting for God.
But I would rather stand and adore, tha
try to understand or set forth so great a
mystery; for the mystery of godliness ie
confessedly great,—* Gtod was manifest in
thefleshi.” His velation, while it is peculiary
is perpetual.  He wili always be the Son,
the Son of God.  'Fo hitn the Father said,
“Thy throne, O God, isforeverand ever;n
scuptre of righteousness is the sceptro of
thy kingdom.” "The Sonmof God is both
divine and human; and as suck, “he lifted
up his eyes to heaven and said, Father,
the hour is come.)"—the hour fixed upon
in the couucils of eternity, and decreed
lefore time began—the hour predicted hy
the inspired prophets—the hour anticipated
aud expected by patriarchs, and men full
of the Holy Ghost—the hour on which s
wuch depended, as to heaven and earth,
It was the hour when Jesus was to drink
the cup of woe, couquer the foes of his
Chureh,meet the clahms of divinejustice,and
glority Gud in the highest possible degree.
“ Father, the hour is come; glorify thy
Son.”  This included, sustaining him
under all he had to suffer, delivering him
out of the hands of all his foes, vaising him
from the dead by bhis glorious power, and
enthroning himat his own vight hand.
All this the Father did. ¢« Glorify thy Son,
thatthy Son alsomay glorify thee.” Upon
this his heart wasset.  Forthishe cameinto
the world, and for this he was prepared
to snffer and to die. He wished to glovify
his Fathier in his government, reconciling
all the claims of that government in the
salvation of his peuple.  He would glovify
his Father's character, harmonizing all lis
perfections; that. so he wight appear the
Just God while he was the Saviour. THe
would also glorify kis Father in his pur-
poses, by removing every obstacle out of
the way of their accomplishment, and se-
curing their complete and glorious {ulfil-
ment, Precious Saviour! the glory of thy
Father lay uesr thy heart: may thy glory
ever lie near to ming!  Qh, {or grace, that
I way glonfy Jesus, in budy, soul, and
spirit! .

Here wosce the Mediator standing be-
tween the two parties, bis Fathor and bis

Y
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people pleading with the one, and preach-
ing to the other. Blessed bo his name,
he stands betwean them still; for we have
one God, and one Mediator between God
and man, the man Christ Jesus!
in character as a Son.
roposed the question to Tarael, «“If The a
g‘ather, where i3 mine honour?
there is no rootn to ask the question here;
for the perfect Son seeks above all things

THE GOOD NEWS

STEADTAST CONFIDENQE,

I am not unacquainted with your per-
plexities, and 1shall tell bow my mind used

He acts | to work in producing them. I though,
Of old the Lord | with myself, « Since I have professed the

gospel, I have acted inconsistently with it

But | —more 80, 1 fear, than a Christian could,

y1f 1 am a Chuistian now, I was one thent.
{ for no change has bappenced in my views

to honour bis beloved Father, even when | of the Gospel; therefure I fear I am not

he was about to hide his face from him.

tone at all.”  Thus was I ready to be led

He looks up, his eyes heaming with love, | either to despair un the one haud, ur to o

and his heart filled with reverence, just
when be heand his Fathcr saying, « Awake,
O sword, against my Shepherd, and
against the man that is my fellow, eaith
tho Lord of hosts; smite the Shepherd ;"
—just when «it pleased the Lord to bruise
him, and put him to grief”  Oh, what filial
submission ! more, what resignation! more,
what acquiescence in the Father's willl
more still, what preferring the Father’s will
to his own, though it cost him an agony
and Lloody sweat,~a cruel, shameful, and
lingering death! He locks heyond the
cloud to glory, and for the joy that was
set before him be endured the cross, des-
pising the shame. He observes order:
first he preaches to his disciples, then ke
]pleads with his Father for them, and then
1e suffers in their stead. He  aches us to
meet the bour of affliction, or suffering, or
death, with patience, and with hope. ~ His
hour, that tremendous hour, is past; our
hour is yet to come. Ob, may we meet
it with fortitude and courvage! Ob, may
we be enabled, by the gracious teaching
and enabling of the Holy Spirit, as Jesus

contidence founded on my Christiau charac.

ter on the other. ,
§  But this kind of reasoning goes opposite
{ to the whole tenur of the Suriptures. Cone
| sider, as the sum of those oats 10 which I
} refer, the epistle to the Helnews, chap. i,
| verse 14— For we are made pactakers
}of Chrest, if we hoid the Leyinning of our

confidence steadyest to the end.”

What the beginning of the confidence of
ithese Hebrews was, and which they are
| hare exhorted to bold steadfast, we ses in
| Actsii. They bad lately murdered the
Son of God. Convinced that they had
done so, they were pricked iu their hearts,
| while at the same ume they received the.
word gladly. These effects of the down-
pouring of the Holy Ghost as a comforter,
and as the Spirit of adoptiuu, in opposition
to the Spirit of bondage uuder the law, are
| conformable to the account which Christ
| gave of the effects of the Cunforter, or
Spirit of adoption, when he should come,
John xvk 7-9. We see these Jews, in
Acts ii., convinced of sin becanse of their
unbelief, and pricked to the heart; while

did, to lift up our eyes to heaven, full of {at the same time, convinced of righteous-
ardent desire, well-founded expeclation, | ness by the reswrrcction of Cluist, they
seriptural confidence, and holy reverence, | received the word gladly, and rejviced and,
sud say, “¥ather, the hour is come;|doubiless this was the first period of the
honour thy child by sustaining and deliver- { Spirit of adoption. These putsous, looking
ing bim, that he may honour thee, by sback to thew. former Lives, saw there the
testifying far thee, and preferring thy will | blackest scene of iniquity which ever, dis-
in all things to his own”  Jesus was sus- | graced the annals of mavkind—the reject-
tained, by keeping one object only in view, 1 g, betraying, and murdeting the cverlast-
and that was his Father’s glory; which |ing Jehovah manifest in the flsh. In
glory, be knew, was bound up with the | themselves, therefore, they were uliogether
salvation of his people.  On that one object | m despair, and pereeh ed no ground of con-
may <ur minds he seti and to promotefidence in God for the renission of sins,
that, way all cur desires, prayers, eftorts, { the Holy Spint, and eternai Jite, but w hat
and sufferings tend.  Oh, to glorify God | the nghteousness manifested ju the resur-
all through Jife's weary pilgrimage! trection ot Chst, and the ine displayed jo
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i exhorted to hold fast.

THE -GO0D NZWS.

it, affordedtkem,. -On the .other hard,
notwithstanding all the aggravativns of
their sins, they saw nothing more to pre-
vent their hope than that of the apparently
most virtuous, Assured that the blood
which they had shed cleansed from all sin;
certain that ‘Christ had entered into rest,
had overcome every obstacle which could
oppose the vilest, or prevent the weakest,
and had promised salvation to every one
that believed ; -they could not but trust in

from their power, and entering along with
Christ into his rest. To these Hebrews,

word gladly)-they had for many years con-
tinued steadfestly. in the apostles’ doctrine,
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread.}
and in_prayers, this apostle writes, “ We |
aramade partakers of Christ, if we hold the |
beginning of our confidence steadfast unto
the end.” We have seen what this begin-
ning was. Now this it is which they are

then, after gg::onsequence of receiving the

And we shall evidently see how much
occasion there is for-an exhortation of this
kind, if we attend a Jitle to the danger
Christians are in, of turning aside from the
testimony they are commanded to hear:
#This is my beloved Som, in whom I am
well pleased.”

When persons at firat believe the gospel
of God, Jooking back to their former lives
they s¢e mothing but one scene of unbelief,
or making God a liar, by rejecting the tes-
timony he has given of his Son, and ¢con-
soquently of loving the world in preference
to God. Despairing tken.in thernselves,
they think not at this season of building
the smallest hope upon anything they ever
did or could do; while on the other hand
(and which is inseparably connected with
the former) mone of their sins, however
great, can appear in the least degree to
affect the most lively hope of salvation—
which comes nnasked, which supposes sin,
end which is conferred by the fove of God
through a divine righteousness, without the
smallest respect to human worth. So that
that gery thing which shuts them up from
all hope in self, occasioning the most
thorough self-despair (that is, all men being
1n one common situation before God, God
not respecting human werth, or any thing

Whergbyone man stands distinguished from
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bis-fellow, but according to-his soverd)
grace, choosing some to eternal life in-dis-
tinction from others) ; T say that very thing
which shuts up from hope in self, effectu-
ally takes away all that despair of salvation
which greatness of sin, or any other thing’
eould produce.

Thus # is with Christians hearing' the
word of God, and free from the doetrines
and commandments of men, when they first
believe the gospel. But alas! how often
may it be said, “How is the gold become
dim, how is the most fine gold changed!”
When men believe the gospel, tkey receive
the truth in the love of ¢i; for the natural
cunsequence of seeing nothing between
them and elernal misery, but the work of
Jesus Christ, is above gll things to love and
prize Him, who, that he might become a
refuge from every storm, *“though he was
in the form of God, took upon Him the
form of a servant, became obedient to the
death of the cross, and hid not his face from
shame and spitting.” Again, the necessary
effect of love is, ke feelings of love,and the
natural consequence of both, the pleasing
the beloved object, which, with ‘regard to
Jesus Christ, consists in keeping his com-
mandments. The necessary consequenie,
also, of believing the glad tidings that
Christ has become a sacrifice for sin, and
that in thiz Jehovah is well pleased, is the
hope of a participation of all things whick
Christ was manifested to bestow. The
natural consequenes of seeing (God mani-
festing his justice, as well as his merey, iv
the remission of sins, is hopr in God's
mercy, as nothing but the justice of God
can appear to oppose this. The conse-
quence of knowing the purpose of the
manifestation of the Son of God to deliver
fromr sin, and the etermal design of God to
save a people from all iniquity, to have
fellowship with him in the contemplation
and possession of his perfections, is ke
earnest desire of sanciification and confor-
mity do Christ; whilethe effect of knowing,
that Jesus, in overcoming every obstaele
which could oppose his entering into rest,
overcame at the same time every obstacle
which could prevent the chief of sinners, is
the hope of entering into the same rest.
Further, the necessary eonsequence of this
hope is joy and peace. And once more,
the natural effect of the belief of his humi-



192

Hiation, whe, on account of sins,—not his
own, buthis people’'s—endured at once the.
hiding of the Father's countenance, the
temptations of the devil, and the persecu-
cutions of wen, must be repentance and
Godly sorrow for those sins which thus
brought the Sonof God to the cross. Thus
then are lave, obedienee, hope, repentance,
produced by the faith of the gospel; and
50 far all ir well, and in its proper place.
But alas! how often and how sadly is the
whole reversed. It is true, that all these
things are the inseparable evidences and
effects of the truth bLeing believed ; but the
heart of man is desperately wicked, and
deceitful 2bove all things, ever prone to set
the truths of God at variauce. Under the
pretence of examining by these things
svhether or not the truth is believed (which
isnot improper, but often enjoined in Serip-
ture), these things are put instend of that
trath which produces them. The intention
and nature of self-examination seems to be
this: when a man has firm belief in God’s
mercy, and ibinks that bis hope is alto-
gether founded upon the work of Jesus
Churist, he is called to examine whether or
aot it produces those effects which hope
aipon the true foundation ever must produce. I
But it often happens Jat w:en, instead of
examining themselves in consequence of
the answer of a good conscience towards
God by the resurrection of Jesus Chyist,
and while enjoving the sense of the remns-
sien of sins throuwh lis sacnfice, examine
their evidences of Christianity, that is their
love, obedience, hope, jov, peace and ve-,
pentance, when their consciences. are bur-‘
dened with a sense of guilt, and so plainly .
put these evidences 1n piace of the blood of
Jesus Christ. .

Here let us pause.  Is the beginning of
* theconfidencethus kept steadfast 2 or rather, |
do not all such give up the confidence and |
rejoicing of the hope, being moved away
{rom the hope of the gospel? When the
gospel was first believed, when they were
oppressed by a sense of guilt, and destitute
of every evidence of Christiunity, they had
then no other resource but the blood of
Josus.  He was then as rivers of water in
a dry place,and the shadow of a great rock
in a weary land. But now—they have
other waters and other rocks besides him;
now, when oppressed by a sense of guilt,
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they can fly away to their evidences, slight.
ing the evidence of the good pleasure of
God in the work of his beloved Son, may;. -
fested in his resurrection from the dey!
Thus thera is a distinetion made betwegy
themselves as sinners before they believed
the gospel, and themseives as Christins
since they believed, in a respect wherjn -
the Scripture warrants not the smallest;
naniely, in the way of relief from a senseof *
guilt, and in the ground of their encourage.
ment in approaciing God. When sinner,
they sought nothing more to relieve their ~
guilty consgiences, nothing more wherewith .
to approach God, than what assured them -
that God had accepted g‘%vand was alfo-
gether well pleased n thé=vork of Chrst,
Now, let this be ag it will, they cannoth:
comforted, they cannot approach, befon
they see that they believe this, and thatit :
protuces proper effeets upon them; thing,
the one of which cau only be known, and -
the other ouly produced in the way of Ei
baring their whole confidence founled.on
the blood of Jesus, and by this being alto- B
gether and fully encouraged to draw nexr
anto God. In fine, they are no more lelp- &
less sinners pricked in tlieir hearts, receir- £
ing the word gladly, and so approaching f
(zod; but good Christians, proud of ther £
evidences as distinguishing them from
other men, and coming to God in -conse §
quenceof presenting their Christian chare E:
ter-iustead of the sacrifics of Jesus Christ f

Here, then, we see one way in which th: §,
beginning of the confidence is not kept |*
steadfust to the end.  For surely all mut|
allow, that there is a material differenss |-
between the beginning and the ead of this}
confidence; a beginning and end as different |
as trust in God and trusgt.in self: as differ |+
ent as glovying iu the peison and workef {
Chuist, and glorying in our own persos
and our own works,

But there is yet another way intimatey -
connected with the former, in which th
beginning of the confidencs is not kep
steadfast to the end. To put love, obed:
ence, hope, joy, peace, repentance, in plas
of the work of Christ, is evidently togestror +
them all. Forinstance, wheun we thinkw
see, or wish to see, other things than te <
work of Christ between us and misery, Jow
to him as the only refuge must be impaird
in proportion; hope also must be lost; jof :
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and peaca t0o esnnot be kept alive, or de-
ceit alone preserves them; mnor shall we
mourn much on accoitnt of those sins, of
which anytbing else but the work of Christ
gives us the confidence or prospect of for-
giveness. Here, then, axe the effects of the
ospel gone; and thus forsaking God, the
ountain of living waters, we must hew ovt
to ourselves broken cisterns which can hold
none. The mind of man is formed for
activity, aud the desire of happiness is there
a first and necessary principle, and wherf
we do noi find happiness in the Creator,
we must be seeking it in. the creature.
Forsaking the.love of Chrisf, we must be
placing our affections on opposiie objects,
that is, upon somewhat in the world, * the
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, or the
prids of life.” Forsaking the hope of the
gospel, we must be.seeking a hope in this
world, producing a correspondent joy and
peace, and our former godly sorrow will
give place to «the sorrow of this world
which worketh death.” Thus are self-
righteousness and the Jove of the world
inseparably connected. But will the con-
science of such a man be easy? Alas! no.
The remembrance of his departed bope,
Jove, and joy, will baunt him, bund in band,
with the consciousness of his present alien-
ation; and-while be has-lost hope from the
gospel, and. cannot take comfort from what
he 15, he will stiive to obtain some glimpse
of hope from what ke was. Tell him “the |
blood cf Jesus cleanses from all sin,” he will
grant it in words, when in fact he denies it.
Grauting that the greatest sinner, at first
hearing the truth, may, and ought to set
his hope in God ; lie will doubt, if ons long |
professing the gospel, and long in works
denying it, bas the same ground to do so.
Here, then, is a denial that the blood of
Jesus eleanses from all sin. Formerly (that
is, when the truth was first beieved), com-
fort and bopt sprung from the truth, in the
very worst views entertained of sin; now,
unless he be free, as he thinks, from sins
inconsistent with Christianity, no hope can
bgentertained. Here then, again, the be-
ginning of the confidence 7s not kept stead-
Just unto the end. Formerly, whatever
godly sorrow sin might produce, no sin,
however great, oceasioned distrust for sal-
vation, the gospel removing every causa of

. §1me.

it Formetly, no unworthiness could mako
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us judge ourselves unworthy of eternal life,
kunowing that God viewed us still more up-
worthy than we could possibly view our-
selves. Now, sin produces not so much
godly sorrow, as despair.

‘What is there, then, which ean recover
from such a situation? What can again
restore to hope? The Lord will indeed
restore the souls of his sheep: but it will
not be by their getting a better opinion of
themselves; nay, we may safely say, on the
contrary, that it will be while they enter-
tain aworse. That same truth (which levels
human pride and abases human worth,
while it sets forth God as our boast, and
God as cur righteousness; that same truth,
which first quickened to lively hope in God
when dead to all other, and destroyed every
dr ee of hope in self once entertained;
that very truth alone) can now revive the
Let us then, when falling inlo an-
belief, and consequently into the love of
the world, and so eitber having bope in our
own righteousness, or repining for want of
it; let us, while thus asking that question,
# Wherevwith shall T come before the Lord,
and bow myself before the bigh God?” or
that in Remans . 5, < Who shall ascend
juto heaven, or who shall descend into the
deep ¥ let us, I say, remember, that «tho
word is nigh us, even in our mouths and
in our hearts,” that which we profess to
Lelicte; and neicher having, nor wishing to
have, hope founded upou our own righte-
ousness, but confessing ourselves the chief
of sinners, let vs take comfort from that
word, whicl to us, assuch, brings salvation,
The effect is sure: we shall again, through
the resurrection of Jesus, have lively hope;
we shall again be filled with joy and peace
in believing ; we shall, above all things, lova
Him who s free from all variableness and
shadow of turning—the same yesterday,
to day, and for ever. This love also will
constrain us powerfully, not to live unto
ourselves but unto him; pouring contempt
upen all that the world bolds excellent and
worthy of love. This unchangeable love
and kindness, contrasted with onr own in-
gratitude and backsliding, will then too
produce that godly soirow, which leads-te
repenlance never to be repented of. "Thus
then do men live by faith; thus do they
fall by unbelief; and thus are they again
estored to live by faith; that is, by that
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very truth; by the faith of which they for-
metly stood, and by the unbelief of which
“they fall.

The whole design of whathas been said,
is to inculcate the great necessity of %lory-
ing, first and last, entirely and exclusively,
in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ It
is freely adnutted, that it is bighly proper
for professors of the faith to examine them-
selves by their fruits, but then of what are
these fruits the evidence! Of their faith|
in Christ,and hope in him alone for salva-
tion; and therefore no wotks can afford any
evidences of those that perform them being
the people of God, unless they are conscions
that these works flow from the faith and
love of the gospel, as the sole ground of
their confidence. It is of the last import-
ance for professors of the faith to be fully
convinced, that when they backslide from
God aund his ways, they can only be re-
covered by that truth which first quickened
them, aud that the free and sovereign grace
of God can alone renew their hope and joy.

To this purpose we have many examples
in the word of God: and particulatly the
case of the Churches in Asia is exactly in
point, recorded in Rev. chapters ii. and iii,
The Ephesians, baving left their first love,
are called on “‘to remember from whence
they had fallen, and to repent.” The Church
in Sardis, having departed from their live-
liness in God’s ways, is eshorted #to re-
mwember how they had received and heard,
and to held fast, and repent.” And the
Laodiceans, having fallen into a self-righte-
ous and lukewarm state, highly offensive to
Clrist, are counselled by him “to buy of
him gold tried in the fire that they might
be nch, and white raiment that they might
be clothed, and that the shame of their
nakedness might not appear, and to anoint

their eyes with eye-salve, that they might
800."

It is then a comfortable and safe doc-
trine, that Christians, in all their defections
and sins, must bave immediate recouise to
the blood of Jesus for pardon and peace of !
conscieuce. They may perhaps have, at
times, reason to doubt if they ever knew
the truth, and this may be a state of mind
salutary to their souls in certain circum-
stances, but they ought at all times to be
convinced, that the gospel is true, and suited

I
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should bhave been self-decelvers; and fhy
to bo encouraged, while it is called to-day,
to draw neat to God, sind call on his A].
mighty name, who has assured us thy

none shall éver do 80 in vein, Rom, 1,13, F

PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED,

Prench Christ critcifled! Tuth notagids §
from this, under the temptation of meeling §
some qaestion of the day, or some bearing of §
the public mind. There is much mysti |

verbiage, which some estecm to be of trans.

cendentaldepth. There ismuch pantheisn -
which some regard as original and sublime,

Your versatility will often be urged tofollox
after these conceits,
their amazing influence.
nothing. They arc the bubbles of the hour,
They cannot boast even a novelty. Ican
jure you, care little for them. Yours isnot
a discretionary theme., It is unchanging,
Keep to it. Abide by it. Itis one, butiii
an infinite one! Itis the word of Chris,
divinely true! Itsrigidness canneverhan
per your thought. Itsreiteration can neye
weary yourinquiry. Atno pointcanitrn.
strict you. It is alarge place. It s
boundless range. Itis amine of wealik
it is a firmament of power. Whitherwoul!
ye go from it? It is the unwinding of-sl
the great principles. It is the exponsia
of all glorious thoughts. Tt is the e
pacity of all blessed emotions.

O Calvary, we turn to thee! Ournatmg}.
a wreck, & chaos, only canst thom adjusl'-
We have an aching void which thou caet} '
We have pantings and longing|-

only fill!
which only thou canst satisfy! Be thouth:
strength and the charm of our inwatd lifsl

Be thou the earnestness of our deepestinkr !
est! Bethouinspiration, impulsion, divir-|.

ity, andall! Ourtearsneverrelicved us until
thou taughtestusto weep!
mocked us until thou badest usrejoicel W
knew no way of peace until we found ou

way {o thee! Hope was banished fromu}

until its dove flew downwards from tha
upon our heart! All was dormant untjl ther
didst stir; all was dull until thou didster
citeus! OQOur cyes are still lifted totheen
to the hill from which comcth our help!
Our feet shall stand upon thee, O high mom
tain!and thou shalt make them benutifd
while we publish the glud tidings of " Christ

to. their case, although they themselves

crecified.'—Rev. W. R, Homiltor, DI,

You will be told of §
They reallyan
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isabbath School Lessons,
" Jpril 10th, 1864,

JEPHTHAH.
Read Judges xi. 29-40.

1. What happened before the Victory.
3 Ver 29. The Spirit of the Lord came on
4 Jephthah. God was grieved for the misery
4 of bis idolatrous people (see chap. x. 16), and
4 10 thue endowed a man with all the requisite
{ couragre to lead Israel to success. uaged
over Gilead—it lay on the east of Jordan;
T Manasseli on the west; Mizpak dt the ex-
yreme north-east of Gilead—his levies were
concentrated there.
Ver. 30, 31. He had now done &}l his duty
4 _te looks to God—the God of battles. His
Qeow. It was common to make such vows—
Jacob—Hanneh. Whatsocver cometh forth
%310 meet me—a most rash vow ! What could
came forth to meet him hut some of his family ?
14 burat-offering.  'The law appointed death
iu the mode of consecration to God.

4 Ver 32,33. The victory was complete,
%'I‘he pursuit extended twenty miles south-east,

lfrom Accer, on the plains of Jordan, to
1 Mjnnith, in the country of Ammon.

Bi 1L What happened after the Victory.
§ Ver. 34, 35. The triumphaot Jepbthah
returned to his city and his home at Mizpab.
(None koew of his vow. He might have
waroed his dauguter, but it would have been
tan infringement of his vow.
'8 Imagine the scvne. With flying banners
. and sounding trumpets the victors approuch
“Mizgpah—its gates are thrown open—forth
tream old aud young to welcome their de-
“diverer—the horsemen advance through the
“trowd—the general’s war-chariot, surrounded
by lis guards and gay with trophies, draws
~Jpear—when forth to meet it comes & band of
Joung damsels, with cymbal and dauce, with
%owery wreaths and sougs for the victor—the
“gint and fairest is bis own daughter—his eve
atches hers—he covers his face with bis
- pauds, and turning away, bitterly exclaims,
. §Aks, my daughter! thou hast brought me
- ey low ©?
:4 1t wos customary for the women thus to
4%brate o victory—Darid's over Goliath—
;dlifam at the Red Sea.
§ Canuot go back. e would have willingly
.2¢ed any foe to save her, but ke could not
feto God. "The righteous man is ever true
0 his promise, Psalm xv. 4.
4Ver. 36,37 "T'he magnanimous answer of
3 daughter—her country is safe—she will
lingly die.
o 38—40. What was doue is matter of
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dispute. Some think he consecrated her to the

gervice of the Lord, as one of those females

who vraited on the temple, Exod. xxxviii, 8.

Others that she was really slain. 'I'he Jews
hold this. Whichever way, Jephthah per-

formed his vow, and with a bleeding bears

Did with ker according to his vow,

APPLICATION,

1. God’s Spirit fits for duty. Gods
Spirit raised up avd fitted Jephthah and the
other judges. Saul, 1 Sam. x. 9; Paul, Eph.
iv. 11. Nothing can be well done without
God’s Spirit, John xv. 5. Not even a common
doy's work (see Bezaleel, Ex. xxxi. 2, 3
Seek God's Spirit for your daily duties.

3. Beslow to promise. Jephthah suffered
for his rashness. Never promise hoping to
escape from performing your promise. e
that keeps his word with God will keep it
with men, Eccles. v. 5. God hates liars,

8. Be sure fo perform. How nobly
Jephthab stood to his vow !—had he said
pothing, mex would never have known thoagh
he had broken his vow. It always costs moss
to break your promise—it costs God’s favous,
Have you said you will serve Christ? Re-
member you cannot go back. Fearing men
makes us lie. )

4. God never calls us to snffer needlessly,
Jephthoh made his own sufferings—*¢troubled®
his danghter and himself without being so
required. God sought ne such vow—he sees
no excellency in suffering for its own sake.
‘Try to keep God's law with your heart, and
you will have work enough, Matt. xv. 9;
Deut. xiv. 1.

3. Seck a large loving heart. Jephthah’s
daunghter, a youthful girl, could die willingly
for her country, though she could not fight for
it; so Eli's danghter-in-law, 1 Sam. iv. 21.
Simeon rejoiced when he saw the Saviour of
the world, Luke ii. 30-32. Do you feel happy
when others hear the good news of Christ,
aud believe in him ?

SUBORDINATE LESSONS.

1. How true death is the only way to God !
ver. 31— dead to the world.”

2. How submissive to her father was thag
daughter ! ver. 36.

3. How becoming a danghter—an only
daughter—to sympathise and rejoice with her
prrents ! It makes them happy.—Edin, 8. S,
Lessons.

—_——

April 1ith, 1864.
THE PRODIGAL SON.
Read Luke xv, 11-32.
L The departure, ver. 11~13.
God is the Father of all, Isa. Ixiii, 16, Alf
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afa roully bretheen, Rom. iii. 29, The elder
aon represents the Jews, und especially the
Pharlyees: the younger the Gentiles, particu-
loely the publicuns and sioners.  Sometimes
vong gut their portions during their father's
lifotimeyy Gon, xxv. 6. Give me. Evidently
ho waa a Itlud aud indulgent father to his chil-
fran, and yet he might have refused this uo-
dutifal xou such o demand. Gathered all,
Chuangod it into mouey, and went far away
from his father's cye or control.

I, ‘Tho absence, ver. 14-19.

Tho produzal spends all in eating. drinking,
drossing, and bad company; furgets bis soul,
hia futhier, und kis bome. .

Poverty drove anway his companjong, and
now ho must cither work or starve. e hired
hinisulf 1o feed awviue, a most abominable trade
8 a Juw. 1iis muster did not give him suffi-
cient wages, and fumune reduced him to starv-
ution, su that he envied the swine their food.
Huska, wyuifies the fruit of the carob tree, a
conrsy  production used to feed swipe in
Palestine,

Ile cante to himself.  As if hitherto he had
boen out of his reason.  He remembers his
futher's gooduvss, his owe sins, and resolves
to retura,

111, 'Tho return, ver. 20-32.

o immedintely does what he resolved.
Doseribe his journey ; barefooted, hungry,
raggod, with a heavy heart, begging for food,
ho rotraces every step, a long weary way.
Hia father sees lum; recoguizes his loug lost
soni vt aud cmbraces him; preveots bis
vonfusslon; liag no syllable of reproach; loads
win with hinduess, restores Lim to his ploce,
Uhe beat robe: The robe for festivals. 7he
ring: Yl authority inhis father's house again
wcognleed.  Shocs s Servants wore uone.
The futted calf, Gen, xviii. 7. AN rejoice
over hjin a8 one alive from the dead.

The older brother will ot rejoice; re-
pronelies hig futher and bis brother; yet his
futher angwers him kindly.

APPLICATION,

i, Gud is a kind Fuathertoall. Tiecreates
al preserves all. e - ypeus His hand
Liherall),” Psalm exlv. 16.  Feels the youne
ravens, the young lious, the sparrows, i’sz\h:
exlvin 95 Matt A, 29, {ow much more will
bo cnre for o child, Matt. vii. 11, Even to
slhed childeen He is most kind, Isa. i. 2.
o bears with them, Exod. xxxiv. 6. Ilis
sun glines on all—it shone on Cain—on the
widieers of Jusus. Al they Lave s from
God, Mutt, v, 45; James i. 17,

2. God welcomes a relurning sinner.  He.
watches for his return—longs for ity Ezek.
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xviii. 31. Repronches him tot, Jemes L& 5.
Forgives him, Neb. ix. 17, Clothes him witg ‘
‘tighteousness, Isa, Ixi. 10. Raises him o his
rauk, 1 John iii. 2. Rejoices over him, arq
fills heaven with joy. 8
3. How the ginner treals God, Ho by,
you have, such a Father, and you takeall from
His band-—every breath—~and yet you forget
Him, do not love, obey, or pray to Him, §%
Your heart has left. Him, 2 Kiogs v, 26 Matt,
vi. 21; Isa xxix. 13 You spend all Ho gireg
you, health, strength, mouey, and life, in pleag
g yourself, without Qod, and’ without Hij
blessing, Psalm iv. 6; Job xxi. 14. Bewue
Luke xii. 19. Belshazzar, an. v. 2-6. " §3

4. What the sinner should do. “What yoy £
j should do. Return to God. Tet your thoughts 1
{ your heart, rewrn. to God. Down on youz £3
finees. Confess your sins. Sin no morg §v
Psalm li.; Hosea xiv. 2. God will pardop, §
{ove, sud bless you evermore, Hosea xiv. 4
Heaven will be glad. Willyon dosot™
5. Beware koo you treat a péritent
Despise bim not. Many see no faults.in them
selves, many faults in their brethren, Luki
svii. 11, They have no love to soulg, @
nothing for them, they bave no joy in’ their
salvation. Jonah.

POt

]

SUBORDINATE LEZSSONS,

1. How foolish to hate the reatraias of s fx
fntllxer’s house, or seek to leave it, Prov, i §
v. 12.

2. Begin by sinning agninst your parents
| and you will end in woe, Prov. xzx. 17.

3. A sinner is “beside himsell,” Acls
xxvi. 11. :

4. They that jndulge their evil passiong ang.
feeding swine.

5. How blessed to be driven to God, thooghy:
by sore suffering and waut, ver. 18. i

6. Fellow-teachers! pray for a compat-i:
sionate heart towards the lost.—Edin 8.8,
Lessons. 3

There is no relig';on in the Bible—I}
hope if there are any reporters here, that
| they will wait until I finish my senteses
before they run to the paper~—anj;
more than there is a road upon the gaids
Loard. The Bible is the rule, the difee]
tion, by which wan is to work out his ows}
salvation, as the guide-board is the direcﬁoixi
by which he is to walk out his journey:
Religion is ¢u the man, or it is not any;
where.—Beecher. :




