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SPE ECH-DIST ICT S.

We siid ztimi- at speech free frorn local
cofor. Adv-%oeitey of Lodoi)tîblii or t

a l xvieeels Sliîîdl r-a;S. D)r llod l c
erl,-)ooI, lias givii his view-s (ini?~e

~SpiW/Wt J 81, 195) on soite points:-
"The tintie lias goti by when any geografie. stan-

dlard of good fi *nglish wvas p)o.sibl. The best Eng-
lishi is that which avoids vulgaritis of evry clas
and GIVS FEWI:ST SIGNS 0F LOCAriITY. Careful
speakers naturaly strive te divest thermselvs of
vulgarisins and localisins. Hence ther is a con-
tinuai asiîniilating tendency in the pronuinciation
of carefi speakers,-a tendency which noverI
quiite fulfils itsolf, but whicli ncvertheles is now
thie actual, if finxperfect, standard of corect Eng-
glish speech. Linder these circutuistances any
local standard is sure to be false; and none more
s0 thaîti that of London, becaus no other place
has more pronoiinced or more abhorrent local-
ismns. The rea-on why London localismns ar par-
ticularly abhiorrent is that they pr îcecd front
below. Tihey a.r the ofspring of Cokny cortuption.
and hience convey sugý,estionis of vulgarity sucli as
ar net conveyd by the national localismis of an
Irishutan, a Suotsinan or an AiniericaiiL"

Exeludn g balitis, ther ar sonie dist-
ricts wherin prevails speech aproximatly
lunifori. 0f titis , L'loyd sayTS:-

''The largest oîocesbody of English pro-
iune a, io't which exists at the presnt moîieut is

tixat wilich extendq fri thte Ohio ilort}îwards,
cottfltilL, thirty ntilions oif speakers. The rîuxt,
les hio iioieiieo3. blt vcry diîsnguiishabl, is that
of the Skithern tas.The third, which also in-
cliffies iitmior v.1irietis is 'Northevii Eng(Iili edii-

cate spech xteniîgfrein a)otthe fifty-third
tii abien t the tf tv-fifth l)aralel of itorth lautiude.
Tholî Loiidonl arê-a1 conies ftonrtlh, and is in iany
ways untited to furriish the stanîdard of good
Englis.h slpechi. It is neitl1er central, nor hionte-
g1eneos, ilor stable, ueor prtupetideraiit."

('otisidlerin g the population nientiond,
tirtv i lions, Llovd m uist inian residents

ilor'tl or tuie latitude of (1in nai.ti ýat the
iiolitit1 of the Olo; or, in otlier words, tue
nortlî irii 1•iiite(lI~ae and ( aliada ( ?%, Mi
wv fiult lelt, exce P1t l>erliaps iii Ncýw Eii(,,--
fand, tiler is îenuilkabl ti fonI. lity f 'o II
I laI it'fax to Sanu Firaneisco, fi-oni AI,11tic te
Iaie fie. A Nova scloti i ina y travel a fui
%Vtie>I by fast e.Xf)1<'5, and, wv1leil î laals

nt( the Ohio ValY they came0 iiostly by way of
ew York aîld 1eîînsylvaniia [yet largely by Que-
ec and the St Labwreticcj, b)ringing xith thei
îo--rtherii dialeet and pushing the suthern type
oîl tinun.ly flirth.r Wecst."

WVe ar told thlat
"'New Etiila,,îd lias always had 1)eculiaritis of

És owni. lts rustic dialects, iiuîmiortalized by
..owel, ar siînply old rustic English transplanted,
~o a western soil; while Boston, on the other
-iand, lias been se scnsitiv to English literary in-
luences that its pronuinciation is to-day nearer
~o that of London in som-e particulars than that
)f Liverpool or Manchester."

0f the speech of the Suthern States we
[ern that it

"4apears to hav been the most stable. Lt has
striking" resemîblances te London-English of 100
or 120 years ago, and f or that reason is very mucli
les removed from our northern-Engiish than it
is front ordinary Londlon-Enqlish of the presut
day. The reason for its stability inay perhaps
be the comparativ absence of greatt citis, the eti-
(luet of a compact ruling clas and the nîarkt seg-
regatien of the lower orders. In London the
ceruittien ol lanliuagie scouts to proceed chietly
frein below."

DIALECTLES SPEECH.

A coniunication with the titie above is
in the Nove mler number of our polyglot
contemporary, Le JiutePlionetique (20 to
32 pages octavo monthly, il route de Fon-
tenay, Bourg-la-Rleine, Seine, France, 3
francs a year). The articl is by Prof. Xe-
witsch,9 Freibîurg, Gerrnany, with coments
by Father Sp ieser, Waldhambach, and by
Pr-of. Vitr arug t is a plea that, in-
sted of dialectie coloquial, standard speech
ho givn in Le 1 lhitre l->lwetiqîte--so !i-
portant that we quiote larg -ely froni it.. Il
the pag,,es of Le M<tître P-loietiùlie (May,
1S889), -ally secotided by Rev. J1. 1l. Kidder,
Owego, N. Y., we uro-ed this. The Eng-,ili
par-t oi Le' .lVuitl"e 1>/tonètuyuie lias nover
l)eon satisfactor*y, say <tliers. _Mr Kiddeu-
went 5<) far as, to saVuivlf En glisli is s5)okOil
so auyveeon the fac.e of the erti, 1111y
God liaiv 11oey on the place ani sebd ai
5(.o<)llllUtti!" In J1 ily, 1891, after 1)octor

ingti lîtwiit Mi fieet lia fii ivh t . *o f '- n e'1.1i foi Pl'''iin

'trt Wa-;hiin'totî's tiîîîe tîte riîin' dialect vvs fmon a niotice of hi beA/gnî t'rc/T uti'
thet siitlet'il, apud th1e liol- M1is-r:silmli v;ai ci roi 231Af-llt~Liaati 'k t1i *E u iii th e 11is t ilistai îve '' lie nootntnt ti ted sec iis solltewhal

~il te Ç, mtIl. Lhit Nvîii se.lr le a tii sIvtl . tua 11 a ~ rX e'l isi )iilpear ilre fre'

NI' 56.



NEï SPELING

quent and the difrence between the strest and
unstrest souuds of certn words greater than iu
the average speech of certn peopi."

If this be true of transatlantic speech, c~
wheue, for exampi, for Gladstone they say fi
gloedst-n:, it is more marktly true in cisat- t
luntic speech, where we say gioed'ston- e:
Thte Athenoeum continues:-I

"If we ar right in this opinion, it is a pity that '
the 'Elementarbuci' shud hav been s0 genraly
accepted in Germany as an authority on orthoepy.c
Doctor Sweet hituself, indeed, makes nu sucli
dlaim for it; lie seems rather to think th at tlier is C
no criterion for determining which of two pro- r
nunciations 15 the beter. We shud be inclined to
say that, as the end of language is to be under-
stood, the intrinsicaly best pronunciation is that C
which lias tlie greatest degree of clearues sho ktj
of wliat genral educated uzage agrees in condein-
ing as pedautic."

When a word lias a setld or "lfixt" form,
it is easier for both printer and reader- î
variant forrns au a vexatios nuisance in a
printing-ofice, whiere the dozen, hundred,
or thousund busy woukers rniist uguee to
act in concert. Variant forms hinder the
reader, too. 11e wants forms familiau to
his eye, forms whichi, stereotyped bv habit
and use, riglit or rong, strike lits mina as
a picture, and which hie has not to stop to
spel out. This he finds mucli easier, and
prefers becaus it offers les resist-ance,' fou
"motion is in the direction of least resist-
ance." But let Kewitsch speak in words
trunsiated by liXr N. J. Werner, St Lotuis:

"'The management permits each contributer
to portray his pronunciation as seerns hest to
hlm. This shifts the responsibility on the riter
of an artici and lessens the editer's uwn work.
The resuit is that roaders ar burdend if not dlis-
mayd inits perusal. Wien as a Gorr)a ilfinlit
dificuit as wel as tirne-robhiug to read sncli mat-
er iu my niother-tung, wliat about the f,ýriner?.
Wlioever wishes to treat of dialects slnd con-
tribute tuajurnal o!his own icunitry.....
We rite flot ouly to please ourselvs but that our
contribution may ho red; els it iniglit as wel be
lockt up lu our desk."

With Doctor Muuray's opinions, on whicli
the ninth plauk in our Pliatforrn is bult,
Kewitsch coincides in efect: for iu maters
international

"Que slnd not be perinited to talk therin jiust
as one's tung is twisted-as thosionchin iin dres-
ing-gowu aud slippers; ratlier as if clothed lu
dres-suit-but rite in the inethod believd to ho
standard. Droping and slurimg sounds corne of
tliemselvs lu quik speech; we can frorn distinct,
slow speech slide off into fast speechi, not v ice
versa. Ocasionaly short examipis of dialectie co-
loquial speech rnay ho givii, but in the inain text
standard alune."

As to what is standard and its uigidity:
"E yryhody feels that ther is a standard speech

consisting of precise forms; otherwise each acter
on the stage cud speak as lie pleasd. The speech
considerd standard by eadli natitin rests un eus-
tomi, inclination, taste, imitation, cornp)rorni.ý
and-fasion. The language of the stage is not by
any means at ail trnes and at ail places the
saine. With the ide& of standard pron iiciation
is not necesarily asociated rigid uiforuit.y.
[That pertains to orthografy- , rather.] One can,
e. g., pronounce g in Freihurg either as k ou
without ofendinge.

lis prescription is:
"Place responsibility for the standard on the

ianagement of Le Maître Phonetique. Whoever
aris greater responsibility is more careful to
nd the eorect. Therby we obtain word-fornis
niform and more easily red. ... It is 1>osibl
aat a sub-editer for any language may er; wel,
rors may be diselosed and veritied. At any rate,
prefer uniform pronunciation and print, even
ith erors in uaimportant maters, to caos."

Altogether, Kewitsch lias made out his
ase; which Spieser and Vietor do flot
ontrovert--nor any oneC els uip to Februa-
y-but apear rather to endors.

The noble service doue by otnu polyglot
ontemporauy xvii be nobler stil by leav-
ng, dialeets to dialeet societis for each ian-
~uage. Tel us what is "receivdl" French,
;erman, Italian, Spanish, Engrlish, etc.-
;elect what we au to "aiîn at" (ur~i
LId copy, flot embaras and hinder us with
)ewildering variety.

REVIZING A HYMNA.--The Preshyteri-
in Churcli in Canadal-, some years ago de-
;ermind to liav a revized hymnal. Miuch
work hais been dlouie and expetis incuird in
selecting and printing specimetn colec-
ions, etc. Iu June, 189(5, "col)y" w-a.S abot

completed, whien a motion was carid ini-
structing the hyninal coinitte to uze s1)C1-
ing authorized by A Sta nda rd -Dic.tù'wiir..
The suiccesfiul tenlerer for printingr was
the Oxford University Press, over which
presides Mu Hrace Haut, wv1iom rea(lers
of these pages for Jauuauy, 189î, p. 3J, wil
recognize as highlv conservativ in s)eliiing.
It is wonderf ut that his pi-es did flot l"ail
go to everlasting smnash" w~heni endings
or, for onir, went thru it. Printers ai, too
inflexibl iu this. Mr Hart yie]ded: end(-
ings in or au unifornîly cuuid onit -fot so
preterits in -t. Spelings like "d(isti-est" -iu
flot uncornon, but preterits i.n -eti prevail.
We wud rather hav seen. them carid ot
consistently, which is not the case even ini
the sarne hyrn. Thus, we find,

"Art tliou weary, art thon languid,
Art thou sure distrest?" Hyrn 1312

and, a few uines loxver, in hym. 132,
"Sorrow vanquished, labor enidedl."

but again, in hym 81,
"lBy power oppre-ssed, and mocked by pride,"

This long line givs the singer the nus-
leudingr idea that it has elevn syLa bis, the
mieter requirîng but eight-an important
fauit in vers, especialy if it is to be siingý,.
The foloing wil Ieud the singer aric-rht:

"By pow'r opprest, and rnockt by pride,"
which Tennyson wud hiav puit, or perhaps:

"By pow'r oppress'd and ruock'd by pride,"

ConverslY, tho, when -ed itself is a separat
sylabi it shud be preservd as a guide to
the singer; as in the same hym:

"'The hills their fixed seat forýakp;"1



NErws , IE LI NG

The inconsistency in speling, is explaind
by sorne of the hyms being 1copyriî,,îted,
liberty to uze them being grranteni only on,
condition that flot ail iota, even in punc-
tuation, be changred. Lt is in such hynis
that beter forais like "1distrest' ocur. Had
the compilors rectified those wvhere they
had option they wud hav deseî'vd greater
cornendation, without a feeling- of disa-
pointrnent at this inconsistency and the
litines of improvement.
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CORESPONDENCE.
EASY TO READ-AGENT-NOUNS-~NOTATION

SiR: I find that yur Amended Speling
is wonderfuly easy to read-just as easy 1
as conion spgeling. When I examin it as
critie, like a proofreader, I arn surprized
at the multitude of words afected mostly
for the beter. Befoîrehand I cud hardly
hav believd this posibl with s0 liti shok. e

The use of er f inal as grenral ending for
agrent-nouns is new to lue. Lt simplifies.
Lt makes barrister agriee in ending with
soliciter beter than with soliitor. I like
governer, viditer, etc. I consider this a
real step forward.

Yur notation of orthoepy is expressiv,
yet s0 simpi that it cati be uzed by any
printer. Why flot restore b for th in thin,
as wel as o for th in itîne?
Horseheads, N. Y. E.MCA,

[The necesity for b is flot haf as much
as for à; nor is k equal. to à in legibility.
Besides, "the lune inust be drawn sorne-
wheire."-EDITEIZ.]

TENNYSON'IS SPEIINGS

SIR: In 'the HERAL.11D for October,' 1897,
I calld atention to our pr-ose clasics hav-
ingr instances of amended speling as wel
as clasie vers, specifying Carlyle. Tenny-
son, in his leters at any rate, did the sarne
as in his vers. Frequent exaipls of this
ocur in illernoz'rs of T'enniyson by his son
(McMlýillan, 1898), as in vol. ii, p. 184, may
be found, t/w', pain'd, niention'd, cal1l'd, iii
elevn lines of large print. These formns
with apostrofe omited ar the same as ar
found in yul' pagces. A .H
Toronto. A .H

FIXT SPEjINGt-DUBL LETERS-K-TII
Siu: I arn glad that spelingr reformiers

at last hav an organ wherin comon sens
prevails. New speling must be put be-
fore peopi gradtialy, a.nd ail questions of
fonetîcs dropt. If yu enter into them, yu
wil find that each has his own peculiari-
tis of speech, which hie wud want to ex-
press in evry one of his ritings. As resuit,
no two spel alike. I point to comunica-
tions in Le Maître Phonetique as exampis.

Yu discard dubl leters [almost] entirely.

n strest [stopt] sylabis they hav their
ses and shud be retaind. In unstrest
nes the consonant shud flot be diubld, as
xcetent, in which il wud eni-asize e be-
ore it and shift stres to the second sylabi.

K is Constant; c is variabi. To be con-
istent we shud di-op c. This wud yet he
oo radical. We cud howevér lay dowîî
he rule that the palatal surd be repres-
nted by c before a, o, iu, and l)y k before

1 . wud not change th, tho one feels
ike substittuting dh for the sound Z5.
Ieridian, Miss. 111EV.) \V. WILLNEU.

NEWS-NO17ES AND COMENTS.
-France bas a dialect society, the Soc-iete de
>arlers de.France, whose president is M. (ias,, on
>aris, of the Acaden2ie l'r.,ncaise, which is colect-
ng legends and songs in ail parts of France .by
neans of the fonograf.

- The Co mopolitan" for March proposes tbat
Ln artificial world-Ianguage be mnade. To this
~nd it devotes $12,000. Our own language might
>e made a world-language for which it is w el-
uited-beter than any artificial tung- but for its
Lbominably irregular speling, its literary dres.
dlore about this wil apear in next issue.

-Funk & Wagna]ls stil folo this rule in miost
)f their publications: "Change d or ed final to t
,vhen so pronounced, except when the e afects a
Preceding sbund." This has provoked veltement
)position froni the "New York Sun," 'Providence
Jo)urnal,"elid sorneother papers. In "TheVoice"
Eor llùh February last, its publishers, Funk &
Wagnalls, reply to sevral criticisms under the
itle, 'Is Sinipler Spelitig aà Mere Fad?" This

tias bro't ont iii succeeding issues a crop of coin-
unicatiolis endorsing Simpler Spelilig. In that
of 3rd Marcb, the president of the UJniversity of
(2alifornia, and Dr Lamub, Washington, D. C., ex-
press opinions decidedly favoi abl. Wud it not
be wel for all frends of the Ref orm to be on the
e.lert to reply personaly to any atak on the Rie-
forai that they see ini the pres? Agitation is ed-
ucation, and a great deal of education wil be
necesary before this Speli.ng -Reforrn wil prevail
against the dense prejudice and ignorance that
opose it.

WORD
SPELING
AMENDED

advance
and
Arkansa
Bismnarck
Cowper, poet
Dreyf is
f romi
front
frontier
forehed
Kewitsch
Leipzig
Liebig
Spieser
tsar
Vietor
with

-RE GISTER.
PROPOSED COSMOPOLITAN
OrIRHOGRAFY ORTHORPY

advans

f runt
f runtir
f orhed

wlo

ad.vans'
oend
urk'an.scr -sô'
bis-mark-
cuip-ar.
dra-f is-' -f fis-'
from,
f rant
fr)nt-ir front-ir
f or'hed- for-ed.
ke-vitr-
iaiptsi&Ç-
li-b!iR-
fp1rzýr.
tsatr, zar
fv-e.trnr-
- wib

Le Mctitre Pho&etî que Il me:t-'r 0 fon-a-tik
*A dash (-) ineans "1satne as the preceding."



SNE SPE'LIN G

[TRiÂL CORNER. "Try all, adopt the good."]

P IR 0 G.RE S.

De côz 0v hitimau progres haz bin c)e
dezair 0v man tu imprîiv hiz coudisiou,
ever mauuting az, wiô ôe sucsess 0V hiz
eforts, fresh posibilitiz 0V im-prùvment
wer brôt wioin hiz vixi. Lt iz lu ois re-
spect hi[ spesiali aiterz fromi âe brùts.
Necanical evolùsion and selecsion bai mir
strugl1 for ekzistens aplai tu inan lu hiz
rùdimenteri st(-,t or in hiz caracter az au
animal. 0v hilirinaniti dezair 0v impruüv-
ment iz ae mntiV patter. Der iz tit) nid,
âerf or, 0V importiug, U langrwej, fast be-
cumiug, a jargon, ov evolùsion intu aur
jeural tritment 0v histori. Bîz, ants, and
bîverz ar marvelz 0v natyur iu Z5ar wa.
But a sho uo dezair for impilivment,
and mak no efort tu impruv. Man alon
aspairz. Aspirasion iz wik lu IDer rasez
0v men, strong iu ô5e haler. 0v its ekzist-
eus, and ov be difrent degrîz lu hwich it
ekzists, saiens ma. bi abl tu giv an acaunt.
But it sertuhi iz flot ?5 ofspring 0V unrîz-
on, nor cau it bi aded in cul wa bai siù-
perstision or bai eni rejecsion oiv trilih.-
GOLDwIN SMITH ln u sC88 at the Riddle
of Existence, p. 32.

BUTNZ, MUNi AND SPEL1NG.
Wî continyu tu war butuz ou oe baks

0V aur ctots becôz, it iz sed, at wuu taim
butuz wer faund couvinicut lu holding up
âe sDrd-beit; sertuhi butuz lu such a pleis
caunot nau bi defended icôer bai yütiliti
or bai Ni artistic canon aat xvi me. hav
"'ornameutal construcsion" but neyer l"cou-
structed ornameut." Wî perzist lu yiïz-
ing au ôkward complicasion 0V wats and
mezyurz, iustcd ov a far mor convinieul
desimal sistem, and wi dù it for ôe sair
rizon oat Ue British hold tenasiosîl tu âaoi
Ikwoli ôkward muniteri sistem 0v paundz
shilingz and pens. Wx defend aur histor
ic orthografi wio ol its absurditiz, and w
rezist wiô enerji -ivu oe slaitcst mtivnîeii
lu oe direcsiou 0v reform. De rizon foiý
ol 5iz euerjetic rezistensez iz ôe simp
fact âat lu hillmau ne.tyur oer iz at fuida
mental element ôat refiuzez tu hi riiv(
tu inovasion bai a simpi preponîlerens o,
rizon,, but iz iîîclaind ever tu insist ôat oi
last obstaci tu chaenj shiah ferst hi re.mxivd
Lt xvoz ais elemnent hwich Shakspîr rcdlius
tu op wcl-nuu aforizni conserniirg aur re
Iluctenls tu abandon -o 1hz w l hav.-CUA'ý
K. ADAMS, 1)rezidcnit ov Ni Yiiver.siti o
Visconisinl i/LTIe J('<>.01j/1 S'eY.j 'wG, p

NOTES ON WORDS.

Impruve, etc.-The selections "Pro gres"
and "Butuz" hav been chosen becaus con-
taining a large number of words with ù.
Now, ù and u, tho mates, ar les widely
separated in our tungr than other pairs.
Tfhis explains per-h,-aps why difrent peopi
vary ln pronuinciation from fi to u. Even
the sanie iudividual wvil at one timie uze
u, at fithr inl the very saine word.
\Vhile u and ii,then,maly bediscriiîninated
whcni desircd, it is believd that the list of
words is sinail whierin use of u for both

GIoes flot alter wvord-foruius. tlths
in thec selections coip;re: hîuima, iiii-
piv, ilupruvînient, viiu, bruts, evol usion,
rudirnenteri, hit umaniti, truth, yuti liti, dlu,
yuzing, muvmnent,refiuzez, nmuvd, remuvd,
rediust, Yuniversitî, siuperstision.

With.-Tho wiô is the pronunciation iu
favor with authoritis, yet wib is a good
second, and is quite comon whcn afected
by a voiccles consonant. Wik is univers-
al in Charleston, S. C., acording to Pi-of.
S. Primer, wlio (in 1-honeti.ýche St adieu,
Baud i, s. 242) says: "The. older voiceles
sound [k] of th lu wvith, prevails here, wiô5
neyer being, herd. Iu ail other cases p
and Z5 conform to genral uzagre thruout
the entire lard." lis wrords apear to iiii-
ply that wiý is a survival from a timie in
whichi wib prevaild.

-sion.-Wlîef i cornes before a vowel it
remains I if folod by a sylabi with highi
stres, othewise (that is, when preceded by
a sylabi with higb stres) i tends to y, and
becomes y iu coloquial always. The word
is thus shorteud a sylabi. The foloing
vowel, too, becomes ýý. Th hrus, uni

*ty !Scision.t- C1îri.ý<tianî 1 crist*y'111.,
*coloquial, crist*yan. (strictly, crist-yai.).
*Now, lu our langruage, the ending sioon or
tion is always prececled by a sylabi ivith

ilxi stres. -sioîi tends to sy(>n, (strictly,
syon), or syon (strictly, syin). Thlis s-yan

*is nearer the true sound than s-han, and
so we sec no suficient reason to change

-si to sh-b'ît the revers.

1 KEY.- Il-"RIt'HOG[tAFY.
a e e. i I o o 0 i

rasin at ehl aie iii ee i nur gufawer n o 111 put (Io
art err iot lawul

Dlw'THONGs: au ai oi iii in
-as in îiow iuy boy cure Tlut-I.

F~l~or f uler explanatioli sep the red cover
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