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EDITORIAL.

THE PROVINCIAL MINING REPORT.

. The annual report of the Provincial Min-
istry of Mines for 1897 reflects the greatest
credit upon its indefatigable compiler, Mr.
Wm, A. Carlyle, the Provincial Miner-
alogist. Mr. Carlyle's report is notable in
many respects, but especially remarkable for
its studied moderation, which at one and the
same time evidences the compiler's scrupu-
lous care to ensure all atrainable accuracy,
and shows that our Provincial mineralo-
gist-=who vacates office carly in April-—
has a thorough mastery of his subject.
Hence it will continually be noted that he
pays no heed to merely boom reports spread
about various districts included in the -e-
port, and discredits very considerably by
the clearest inference, if not always by direct
words, certain superficial tests and other indi-
cations of ore values, when such tests and
indications, as often happens, are by no
means conclusive as to the average value of
a precious-metal deposit. Thus Mr. Carlyle,
for example, does his utmost to discredit a

very common and delusive practice of own-
ers and promoters interested in free-milling
gold properties, who too usually make much
of a series of assays of carefully selected ore
specimens, although they sometinies seek to
make their test more apparently conclusive
by striking an average of a number of such
assays. ‘As Mr. Carlyle. however, says,
“to everyone familiar with such gold quartz
ores it is known that fire assays on this class
of material are almost valueless, in that a
series of assays made of the same sample is
very likely to give most variant results, and
it is very ditficult thus to determine the aver-
age values of the ore in such a lead. It is
very easy to get wonderful returns from
picked samples so as to astonish the inex-
perienced public, who do not know that any
assay may not always be true but mislead-
ing, and such assays are many times paraded
to tempt purchasers.

“ The system of averaging a loz of assays
which may run from zero to high values is
both erroneous in principle and pernicious,
as, while zero assays may be near the value-
of the ore, the chanced high returns from
picked or ext _ onally good samples will be
sure to give high but utterly fictitious results.
This method of taking the average of the

| assays’ values from a number of samplesfrom

a vein is often pursued, but not by men ex-
perienced in valuing gold quartz, and it is an
old story thzt mill returns are so many times
disappointingly lower than those so-called
average assays.

“Hence assays of quartz with free gold
should be accepted with very great caution,
it being kept in mind that such assays may
only serve to demonstrate the presence of
gold in the rock, but not what values the mill
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may return when large lots are treated.”
The above is but one of many pregnant
warnings and suggestions to mining invest-
ors and would-be investors contained in the
Provincial Mineralogist's report, to which we
cannot even begin to do justice in one issue
of the Mininc CriTic, and to which, there-
fore, we shall hereafter frequently recur for
official mining information of special value,
because carefully and, above all, impartially
compiled by a skillful specialist. However,
leaving for consideration in a later issue
many other noteworthy points of a lengthy
report, it remains for us now tc note the gen-
erally encouraging details which it gives as
to the metal production of the Province for
1897, as compared with the like statistics for
the previous year. The figures .show that
the mineral production of British Columbia
last year amounted to a value of $10,453,-
268, a gain of over 40 per cent. on 1896,
when the output was worth but $7,507,956.
The gain was mainly due to metalliferous
mining, since the collieries return of the coal
and coke output, quoted elsewhere, show but
a slight increase--less than 2 per cent.—-on
the worth of the yield The gold, silver,
copper and lead output of West Kootenay is
responsible for the bulk of the satisfactory
increase in value of the British Columbia
metal yield of 1897, the output of West
Kootenay having grown from $4,002,7335 in
1896 to $6,765,703 last year, notwithstand-
ing the eftects of silver depreciation on min-
ing in such districts as the Slocan. The
results of gold mining in old Cariboo were
meanwhile a little disappointing, as a result
largely of an exceptionally droughty season,
impairing hydraulic mining on claims'not yet
possessed of all their intended water-power
equipment. Thus the gold yicld of Cariboo
fell from $384,050 to $325,000, but it is prac-
tically certain that with the steady progress
of hydraulicing now being made, the yield of
1898 should easily pass the record of 1896,
although even the present year must still be
reckoned a period in many cases of only
inchoate or at least imperfect development of
even the best of the great gold gravel claims
of Cariboo.

expansion of the yield of Cariboo is by no
means impossible this year, as a result of the
extending operations of the Consolidated
Cariboo Hydraulic and other noted mines.
Cassiar, now certain to be more system-
atically explored, and likely soon to become
once more a large gold producer as a result
of skillful working with improved modern
mining appliances, yielded gold worth $37,-
060 'in 1897, which, though a small output,
was nearly double the output of 1896, esti-
mated at $21,000. In East Kootenay, where
great things will shortly happen, as also in
Lillooet, the results of the work of 1897
showed little advance on the figures of
1896, the value of the output of East Koote-
nay rising from $154.427 to $163.796, and
that of Lillooet from $33.665 to $30.840. In
Yale, too, largely as a result of as yet incom-
plete rail communication, the value of a yield
which was mninly gold, only grew from
$206,078 to $226,762  Here again the im-
mediate tuture promises much, especially as
regards the copper deposits of the Boundary
district. Last and, at present, least —but not
likely so long to remain—the gold, silver and
copper yield of other Provincial districts, in-
cluding the North Coast, Texada Island and
Alberni, accounted for a value of $9,390,
which should assuredly, even in 1898, be
multiplied many times, with the coming
considerable development of many highly
promising gold, silver and copper properties
on Texada Island, at Alberni, and the Phillips
Arm and Northern Coast districts, respect-
ively. Hence as West Kootenay continues
steadily to increase its output of the precious
metals and copper and lead, and all the other
mine districts of the Province are certain to
show increases of yield this year, though in
some cases their gains may be less phenome-
nal, we may safely anticipate that a British
Columbian annual metal output, valued at
$4,819,055 in 13896, and at $7,567,551 in
1897, will ere the clos: of the present year,
cause our Province casily to pass the $10.-
020,000 limit, whilst it may well happen that
considerably more even than this may be
accomplished. Thusour mining progtess is,

This notwithstanding, a big | if not so startlingly rapid as to be pronounced
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phenomenal, being made on lines that are
sure and enduring, and withal by no means
slow.

WARNING

—

Joaquin Miller, who has recently written
in a much more sober-minded style about the
Yukon, sounds several useful notes of warn-
ing in a recent letter to the San Francisco
Examiner. Thus he states, that without the
slightest evidence of the existence of gold
lodes-—the ground being covered with frozen
muck or glacier for a depth of from five to
ffty feet—many hundreds of quartz claims
have lately been located and registered in the
Dawson digtrict, with a view to sale cither to
foolish tenderfect or else to wily promot »rs,
who will, by means of unnroved and probably
worthless claims thus acquired, float bogus
companies in the United States and England.
None but a fool will buy a quartz claim in
the Yukon, unless first proved on the best
and most trustworthy authority to be not only
gold productive, but rich almost beyond prece-
dent. In such a land as the Yukon a gold
quartz claim must be of at least five times the
average value of a like profitably workable
claim elscwhere, having regard to the extreme
cost of labor and machinery, and the great
difficulty of mine development.

Another point made by Mr. Miller, and
well worth noting by would-be Yukoners, has
been made before, but cannot be too often
repeated. It is that Dawson, being built on
a pestilential mudswamp, is, to quote Mr.
Miller, “going to be the sickliest place in
spring you ever heard of” The sooner,
therefore, those now in Dawson, when and
where able, spread themselves further around,
the better. The fewer among others who
enter there to live, the better also, in every
way, as the available ground ncar Dawson
has practically all been taken up long since.
There will assuredly be terrible trouble, dis-
tress and sickness in the Yukon shortly, un-
less to Dawson City there be added several
other fairly large mine camps, that will take
awdy many of the superiluous temporary resi-
dents of the town on the dismal swamp. It
is already clear to men who know the Yukon

NOTES.

well, because they have long been compelled
to live in that land under very hard condi-
tions, that there is little chance of a Canadian
railroad now reaching the headwaters of the
Yukon sufficiently early in autumn, to enable
the getting in of next winter's supplics.
Hence Captain Constantine, the chief of the
mounted police at Dawson, has already
ordered from the Alaska Commercial Com-
pany, for inshipment via St. Michaels, the
next winter's supplies for his company of 100
men. Captain Constantine sees scrious diffi-
culties in the way of next winter's provision-
ingof a big host of Yukoners, and it is already
clear that if 100,000 or more people enter
the country shortly-=half of whom will prob-
ably only carry with them supplies for a few
months—there must of necessity be again
brought about a big enforced winter exodus
of those whose rations are “‘running out.”

EDITORIAL

The Victoria Times is to be commended
highly for seeking to ascertain and tell the
truth, cost what it may, concerning the
Yukon passes, even if the result be to
show that the Stickine route is for the pres-
ent almost impassable, though travel along
it will be fairly easy in a month, when
navigation opens. Difficult and danger-
ous are also now the two other lead-
ing routes, with trails breaking up, and,
in addition, completely blocked at some
early points on the way north by thousands
of tons of goods, and a vast horde of dogs,
horses and human beings. Those who can,
will wisely wait at least a fortnight, yet, ere
attempting their, in any case, arduous journey
towards Dawson, and the warnings of the
Victoria Times may well have saved from
much suffering, and it may be even death,
many a previously uninformed northern gold-
seeker. What though revelation of the truth
may postpone for a period, or even prevent,
the making of transport or other arrange-
ments, and thus retard or hinder profit earn-
ing on the part of some amongst us Our
trade should rest on truth, and require no de-
pendence upon the suppression of awkward
or unpleasant facts that should be known in

NOTES.
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the interests of humanity:,

The Victoria Times is, however, in one
point niistaken. [t is by no means the only
issuc in the Province that has striven to tell
the truth about the Yukon, and done its best
to “warn off’ the uufit.  Several British
Columbia papers have throughout done this,
the Mixixg Crrrie heing not the least promi-
nent in this respect, as a perusal of our col-
umns, week by week, will plainly show.  We
have throughout maintained what we still be-
lieve, that the permanent possibilities of the
frozen Yukon do not begin to compare with
those of our own more happily situated Prov-
ince. The world will learn this soon, prob-
ably even before the leaves fall in autumn.

THE ADVANTAGES OF A CHAMBER OF MINES.

(Communicated,)

As there are still many inquiries made,
regarding the raison d’etre of a Chamber of
Mines, it may be as well briefly to state a few
of the advantages resulting from such an
institution. A Chamber of Mines issues de-
tailed reports as to the output and operations
of mines within the country it concerns, which
carry almost the weight of government state-
ments.  Thus, the reports of the Westralian
Chamber of Mines are pullished extensively
and regularly in the London (Eng.) mining
press. The South African Chamber of Mines,
the strongest Chamber of the kind in the
world, similarly publishes, in England and
elsewhere, information as to the South African
mines.  The British Columbia Chamber will
adopt a like course, and should carry as much
weight in speaking of the mines of British
Columbia, as other Chambers carry in speak-
ing of the mines of their respective countries,

Experience has shown that a Chamber of
Mines can get, as a rule, later information
than can a government over a wide stretch of
country at a moderate cost, defrayed from
funds suppliecd by voluntary subscriptions,
which a government cannot secure.  Govern-
ments have for these and other reasons coun-
tenanced and encouraged mining chambers
in [the different mining  countries  which
show a spirit of progress, and which are
under more or less constitutional forms of

rule. In short, to such an extent does a
Mining Chamber save expense and labor to a
government that it may be regarded as in
some sort a servant of the government, with
certain well defined work delegated to it on
behalf of the authorities and public. There
is also another aspect of the matter, namely,
that if the government did the work of a
Mining Chamber, the whole public would
probably have to contribute more or less
towards the expenses of the work, whercas
such portion of the public as is financially
interested in mining, alone defrays the expen-
ses of a Chamber’s work,

The character and weight of the British
Columbia Chamber will at once be under-
stood, when it is mentioned that among thc
earliest members are the Minister of Mines,
the Hon. Col. Baker, M. P. P.,, Mr
Barclay Bouthrone of the British Columbia
Agency, Mr. Pellew Harvey, F. C. S.
etc, Dr.  Selwyn, and others of
quite exceptional mining prominence. Such
names would of themselves form a guarantec
of good management, energy and efficiency,
in giving due publicity to the merits of British
Columbia as a mining country.

It is to the several Chambers of Mines that
the English press invariably applies for au-
thentic information on mining matters ; and
almost as invariably is it to the local Cham-
ber of Mines that Australian and South
African mining men refer, when coming to
another mining country for the purpose of
investing.

It is thus to the advantage of the Province
that we should have an efficient Mining
Chamber, to the advantage of every bona
fide mine and mining company to have its
representative in the Chamber, and to the
advantage of every shareholder in a Provin-
cial mine to sccure from the Chamber, as
issued, the collective reports and general
mining information of the Province.

The Pacific Coast Business Agency
« = - VANCOUVER,B.C. - - =
Will supply First Class Clerks, Book Xeepers,
Tradesmen of all kinds on short notice.

The Pacific Coast Business Agency
Office: Over BanK of British Columbia
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Current Mining- News. “

Contributions from any part of British Columbla and the
minfuge distrlets of a reliable nature will be published in
these columns, and we request that minfng men write us
about the progress of the mines of thelr district. We desire
to publish all mining news.

DRAGON CREEK.

"

o Lang company is here fitting up the necossary ap-
plinnees for a busy seasor’s hydrauileing, promising re-
turns  having lately been secured by individuad
winers working at points along e creek.

piacer

THE FERN,

The cyanide plant is now bring put in at this Nelson
mine. 1t will have a capacity of av feast tifty tons a day
Meanwbile development work proceeds satistuctorivy, and
aciar of coucentrates, lately shipped to Tacoma, yielded
$60.78 a ton,

A WAR EAGLE ESTIVMATE.

Me. TN G Blackstoek, a privsipal owner of War Bagle
stock. estimates that when the new plaunt arrives the War
IBagle’s output will equal that of the Le Roi, and run to
between 1,200 and 1,400 tons & week. He caleulates that
the War Eagle ore will supply about three-fifths of the
‘Trail smelter's ore requirements.

THE GOLDEN CACHE.

Mre. W Mackinnon, the well-kuown hydraulic engineer,
has been appointed consulting engineer to the company
and charged with the superintendence of the construction
of the dam, waterways, electric powerhouse building, and
plant installation. Special ecare will be taken with the
dam coastruction, as apon its sweooess will depend the
mine's supply of motive power.

THE RUTH MINES.

——

The Ruth Miues, Limited, one of the (ew English com-
panies that have yet invested in Slocan mines under fairly
reasonable conditions, has declared a dividend of three
shillings a share and carried forward £7,000 ont of profits
to date of £21,000. There has recently been a further
issne of 15,000 shares, which were cagerly sought by the
company’s stockholders.

NORTH CCAST PROPERTIES.

The mines of the Phillips Avm and adjacent districts
are showing more promisingly than ever. ‘Uhe Dovothy
Morton and Blue Bells properties are already in a position
for the putting up of zood working tud reduction plants,
and owners of other claims in the district are conlident of
an carly **boom ” as a result of the generally good showing
of the lodes Mr. J. Cobeldick has started thirteen men to
work on his property in IZstero Basin, and they are making
good headway, wlthough considerably impeded Ly a big
snowslide.

I'he owners of the Ajax group are doing more work ou
the properties, and hiave now exposed sixty-five feet ou the
lead, vver thirty feet of which results from tunneling work.
‘The ore will for the present be placed on the dump for ship-
ment later in spring.

wn
-
—

AROUND ROSSLAND.

‘T'he shaft in Sunset No. 2 bas reached 210 feet,  "This
shaft was started in the tonnel and is now 100 feet below
it. A drift is belag run castward f.om the bottmn of the
shafe in the hope of encountering o body of ore thought
to bo not far away, as the indicatlons are strong.

The Bvening Star is now among the working mines of
Kosstaud.  Mr. Roy Clar). who is In charge ot the prop-
erty. has a force of men on the wpoer tnunel, He s
they are in ore and making a good showing, ‘Fhere has
been w great deal of work done on this property from time
to time, but it has proved aimost Lseless, su it is now pro-
posed to o at it in o more systematic manner,

Mr, Otto Johuson reports that he has sold the Sadie
claim on Sheep cereek to o British syndicate fer 320,000,
Work on the property is to commence within two weeks,
and a force of at least six men must be employed.  The
st of 83,000 is to be pajd on May 2nd, and the remaiuder
within & year. The Sadie was one of the first locations
made on Sheep creek, having beon recorded nearly threo
years since,

o wn ys

THE EAST KOOTENAY PLACERS.

Itis now certain that there will this season be much
new work done on the gold gravels »f Wild Horse ereek,
Palmer’s bar, Traey ereek, Bull river and other anriferons
streams of East Kootenay, These were roughly surface
exploited by placer miners i the sixties,” but experts
are assured that with the vse of modern hydraunlic ma-
chinery and other appliances far m:ve gotd is eapable of
being got out during a number of years to come, than was
over extracted by the rongh and ready shovel, pan and
tlume methods of the placer workerof well nigh forty years
ago.  Capitalists are now taking uwp leases of the more
likely placer ground of Iast Kootenay, which may yet
compete more or less sneeessfully with old Cariboo in this
brap: v of gold wining. A great impetus is afforded this
work tn Bast Kootenay by the incoming of the Crows' Nest
railroad, which will seon have guite 2 number of connect-
ing side lnex in the best mine districts.

WHAT GRAND ‘FORKS THINKS.

The people ot Grand Forks declare, that they have even
now little faith in the prospect of the carly bulding of the
Boundary district portion of the Vaucouver, Victoria &
Bastern Railway. ‘I'he Grand Forks Miner thereanent ob-
serves that “ratlways are not bailt on jawbone.” But if,
as surmised, the C, P, R.is more or less behind the Van-
couver, Victorin & Eastern project, throngh the wells
kuown contractors who own controlling interests in the
undertaking, the line certainly will be built svon. Mean-
while the people of the Boundary country strongly favor
the Kettle River Valley Ratlway enterprise of Mr. Corbin,
although that line will be one with American connections.
They bave so long waited for a line connected with the
Canadian system that small bline can be attached to the
Boundary people in respect of their present attitude, which
by the bye, Mr, Bostock. M. 1 endorses.

BRIDGE RIVER.

There will be quite a rush of winers to Bridge river this
season, and tlready Lillooet is becoming quite a busy mine
village and supply point. Much further development work
has lately been doune on the Alpha Bel Company’s proper-
ties, and the new owners of the Forty Thieves group have
just sent up a large body of workers to their mines.
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COPPER IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

This Province will n a few years become one of the
world's most noted copper exporting countries., but,as Mr.
Carlyle points out, no large copper mines havo yet devel-
oped. The productlon of 5,325,000 pounds during 1897
came almost entirely from Rossland and the Hall mines at
Nelson, the average yield valuo at the former being 1.32
per cent., and at the latter 3.63 per cent. ‘I'hus the Nelson
distriet produced £172.682 worth of copper, and thu Trail
Creok district 890,979 worth., The remaindor of the Province
yielded a copper value of 2,597 only, much of this coming
from Texada Island.

Work is in progress on the at preseunt low-grade copper-
bearing deposits in the Boundary Creck district, and con-
siderable prospecting was done last year at Kamloons, on
the St. Mary's, in East Kootenay, and ou the island of Van-
couver and adjacent islands, especially at the Van Anda,
on Yexada Island, whence several huudred tons of good
grade bornite ore were shipped.

In these districts last named, the ore Is usually chalco-
pyrite, in eru—tive, diabasic rock, associated with pyrrho-
tite, and sour times magnetite. Small bodfes of massive
yellow copper cre have been uncovered, but for such ore to
be prufitable there will need to be large bodies carrying a
fair percentage fn copper, and enough silver or gold, or
both, values, for in mining large quantities, as would be
imperative, tho copper averages would almost certainly
become low, hence requiring certain values in precious
metals to make a total value suflicient to leave a margin of
profit. In these districts some very promising discoveries
bave been made, and work is being begun upou Jhem.

THE COLLIERIES’ OUTPUT.

Tho fnal figuresof Mr. \V, A. Carlyle’s report show that
after all, the output of 1897 showed a moderate increase on
that of 1896, instead of a slight dezrease. Thus whilst the
coal production of the British Columbia collieries tell from
£906,222 tons in 1896 to 892,205 tons in 1897, the pro-
ducticn of coke at Cemox far more than made up the dif-
ference, rising from 1,565 ton: in 1896 to 17,831 tons in
1897. Altogether the value of the coal and coke ontput of
British Columbia rose from $2,696,493 in 1896 to $2,766,041
in 1898. ‘The record year of our colliery output to daute is
1891, when the coal yield was one of 1,029,097 tons, worth
$3,087,291, but with the growing home demand for coal
and the rapidly increasing home and foreign demand for
coke, and the opening of new coal fields in East Kootenay,
ft may be taken for granted that the present year will in
amount and value make a record coal and coeke output for
British Cciumbla. The Klondike trade will vastly increase
the demand for .'ral, so, too, the growth of the up-country
mine districts, whilst not anly will our own smelters take
more coke, but there is also being found a like demand for
that product at smelting poluts in Mexico. And, if recent
amending legislation largely excludes Mongols from our
coal mines, there should be much better tim2s for the
white collier.

THE TEXAS SOLD.

This mine of the Boundary district is reported sold to an
Awmerican syudicate . or a price stated as $200,000. ten per
cent. in cashb, the balance in thirty days. ‘The vendors are
Messrs. Van Ness & Company of Grand Forks, but the
price stated seems likely to be a considerable exaggeration
of tho actual purchase money, regard being had to present
conditfons of mining development in the Boundary creek
conntry, . ’

A TERRIBLE WINTER ROUTE.

A Mr. David Hopkins tells this about the Edmonton
route to the Yukon :

*We are now camped on the Little Slave lake, 40 miles
from the post and 400 miles from Edmonton. Words would
fall to convey the state of the road. ‘I'he hills are such as
I have never expericnced. It took us four days to travel
fourtecn miles, so yvou may judge of their roughoess. In
that distance wo passed thirty dead horsesand lost twenty-
one of our own. Ido not know of any enemies I have
O.tawa, but if there are any who are going to the Klon.
dike 1 would advise them to come this way. We are now
over tho worst of tho difticulties between this point and the
Peace river crossing.  We arrived here with 100 horses out
of 142. Have sold all our horses, sleighs and harness, and
will zet our frefght hauled to Peace river, which we will go
down to the Slave river, across Great Slave lake, and down
the Mackenzie and up the Peel.  Al) the other parties who
came this way have got to do the same, as it is impossibie
to get through to the Liard or Nelson.”

And Mr. Hopkins has even now acconplished less thau
a quarter of his perilaus Northern journey.

A SLOCAN VIEW OF THE KLONDIKE.

‘The facetious cditor of tho New Denver Ledge has
lateiy had much to say anent the Klondike in comparison
with $locan’s {amous silver conntry. ‘The frllowing are
the latest of Myr. Lowery’s bon mots on the subject, the
humor of which scarcely concenls a suggestive note of
warning well worth taking by many, especially amoug the
s tenderfeet who now crowd our cities en ronte for Daw-
son and the Klondike, towards which however, happily for
themselves, a whole host of golf-stockinged goldseckers in
imagination will probably not get much nearer than
the rough and ready hostelries of Dyeca, Skugway or
Wrangel., Says the Ledee:

It has been said that all those who do not pay the
printer go to hell. Not being orthodox. we do not believe
the assertion, but we do know that many have gone to the
Klondike without making their peace with us. As that
famous place, from all reports, Is a winter resort for hades
weo suppose there is some truth in the front part of this
paragraph.”

“The human family do not know when their bread has
real butter on it, as is evidenced by the numbers who have
left the famous Slocan to pick up nuggets in the f{rozen
regions of the north. Most of them will return like the
prodigal son who wrote his papa as follows: *Meet me in
the suburbs of New Denver with a suit of clothes. I have
a hat.’”

The next quotation strikes home to the heart even of a
coast editor, as the trouble to which it alludes is by no
means confined to the Slocan district of British Columbia:

*People rave and talk about the hardships in the Kion-
dike, but if they had edited Slocan papers for scveral
years they could tell of frosts that would cause a Dawson
City themoaeter to pine away into ordinary everyday
insignificance.”

THE KANAKA BAR PLACERS.

There is no truth in recently published reports that
Lytton Indians have been making as much as 850 a day
cach by work on Kanaka Bar in their district. Mr. J. {1
Anthony of Lytton, who should Vuow, says that the
siwashes have merely made bard-ea:ncd wagos of about
$1.50 a day This is almost certainly near the correct
carnings, as the past record of Kanaka Bar indicates.
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ANOTHER ¢ BOOMED’” COMPANY,

In the Boston Traveller appear an advertisement and
summarized prospectus, which are as glowing in thelr
prophesies of certain weaith to lnvestors, as almost any of
the most notorious of the mauy Klondike ** fake?® con pa-
nies recently organfzed in London, Eugland, where the
proportion of cespectably promoted and possfbiy profit
catning Kloundike enterprises (s only about oune in every
five of the Yukon organizations registered. ‘'he Boston
councern s called the Boston and British Columbia Gold
Mining Compuany. [t claims the possession of 200 acres of
placer ground in the hitherto sadly disappotnting country
of Granite creek and the Tulameon river. ‘Uhe company’s
promoters, homever, boldly advertise that their ground
contalns over $10,000,000 in gold, and assert that the plant
now belng installed will produce 82,000 nct per diem by a
remarkable appliance which is called the famous Coleman
Mining Process. ‘Treasury stock is Leing offered at &1 a
share, but nefther the capital nor tho officers of the com-
pany are stated in the advertisement which emanates from
tho offices of the company in Boston, U. 3. A. Everything
about the undertaking suggests that the Boston and Brit-
ish Columbia Gold Mining Company is one which the ordi-
nary lnvestor had better avold, especially considering the
fate of previous Tulameen district enterprises, none of
which has yet shown that district to be profitably workable
ground for a company of big capital. To prove thai the
Boston and British Columbia Gold Mining Company’s prop-
erty.is valuable, there are quoted in the abridged pros-
pectus some broadly general remarks of Dr, Dawson, It R,
G. S., to tho effect that ** gold abounds in every valley of
British Columbia and every stream that enters jnto it ”--a
most dangerously delusive passage, taken apart from a
context which probably largely qualities it, or centtinly
should do so in Dr. Dawson's report. The quoted passage
Is, of course, absolutely worthless, as an attempted proof
of the richness of the Boston and British Columbia Gold
Miuing Company's properties, but scems to show how very
careful eminent geologists should be in thelr gencral refer-
cuces to the mineral wealth of a precious metal country.

THE KLONDIKE ROUTES.

‘L here will soon be & big block on the Dyea route, for
there is even now stated to be more stuff piled up at Sheep
camp than can be got over the Chilkoot pass in two
months. The tramways, about which so many Jying tele-
k-amns bave been sent east and to England from American
sources, are not working, nor likely to be for an indefinite
period of the future. Again, between Skagway and the
summit some 5,000 people are encamped. with the trail so
broken that in all probability only 1,000 of them will get
over the pass. ‘I'he others will likely efther return home
or try the Stickine route. The Stickine 10ute is also badly
blocked fust ..ow by half-melted snow aud slush, but the
river should be open by the first week in May, when it is
believed that the Stickmme-Teslin road will become the
tavored route to the Yukon. As the situation now reveals
itself, not a moment is to be gaiued; but trouble, difficulty
and expense on tho other hand w:ll necessaily be entailed
by immediate departure for any of the Alaskan ports of
entry. Very little progress will be made by anybody be:
fore the beginning of May, and those who can so arrange
will certainly be wise to remain either in Vaaconver, New
Westminster or Victoria for at least another fortnight. In
the meantime it may now be taken for granted that hun-
dreds will give up the attempt to make for the Klondike.
Few cxpect that more than a small minority of English
tonderlcet now making north, will ever get further than a

few miles beyond Dyea, Skagway, or Wrangel, with highly
colored accounts ot the state of things at which placey, a
host of “‘returned emyptles® will rogale their frionds in
shug club and country houso bLitlard and smoke rooms,
when the leaves again begin to fall in early autumn. Thoy
wont, it is true, have reached the Yukon nor got within
hundreds of miles of that conntry, but a little fmagination
will make amends for this, and the Alaskun coast cliies
will scem to the returned travelers quite sufliciently lke
ecarthly infernos.

THE WaR EAGLE AND THE LE ROl

At the War Eagle big preparations aro belng made for
stoping, and. with the addition ¢f new machinery, it is
hoped shortly to make the output 200 tons a day. Whilst
the bulk of the ore whil naturally be shipped to 'I'rail, two
carloads were recently sent to Nelson for use as fluxes in
the Hall mines smelter. The Le Rof shaft Is now down over
725 feet with the result of o splendid showing of ore in the
600-foot west drift. ‘I'he mino offices and other bulildings
are about to be lit by electricity, but clectricity will not be
used In wmine working for some thne yet, the present sys
tem being a coaplete one, to change which would involve
large oxpenditure.

SILVER AT ROSSLAND.

A strike at the Deer Purk mine, It proved by subsequent
working to have revealed a substantial new ore body at all
like that shown by first indications, suggests that Ross
land’s metal output may in due course include important
silver shipments. It is stated that high-grade cre, lately
struck at the 150-foot lavel of the Deer Park, assayed for
selected specimens $270 fu gold and 250 ounces in silver,
plus a large percentage of copper to the ton. If even a
fifth or sixth only of this value per ton in gold, silver and
copper be found to mark the new ore body on the Deer
Park, and the body its2lf be found substantisl in bulk,
there are good prospeets before this and other mines and
claims in the South Belt of Rossland.

BADLY NEEDED WORK.

A potition to the Chiet Commissioner of Lands and
Works pleads for a moderate Provincial expenditure on the
repairs of the wagon road from Silverton to Four-Mile
creek in the Slocan, without which reparation the further
development and profitable working of the productive prop-
arties of the Vancouaver Group Mining Company, the Com-
stock Mines, Limited, and other neighboring mines will be
greatly impeded.

—

London& B.C.Alliance Syndicate

Want Valuable Mining Pro;igrty.

Ownors wishing to dispose of valuabile mintng claims ure re-
quested to send full particulars to Mr. J.C. Fergusson, M. Inst.
;. F., tho consulting engineer of tho Syndicate, who Is prepared
to examine and report upon the samo. .

All communications counsldered confidential.

L J. C. Fergusson,
The Lefevre Block,

Or P. 0. Box 423 Vancouver, B, C.
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Mining Stock Quotations

Correeted Weekly by Perey W Charleson, Mining Broker.
117 Hastings Street, Vancouver.

" . 1)
COMPANY ; \\':'“:','\ ‘l'u“:‘}. Prick
TRAIL CREER .
i
Butte o0 © LX) $1m 301ty
Caledonin Con’ veesen, 1O00L0M 1o 03's
Colontbiteee o0 ooe vee 1,000,k) 100 21
Commanderso... - OO0 1 15
Deer ParKeoceeenann. 1,000,000 100 e
Enterprise.. ... . veer weesas] LOOOLOO 10 18
tureks Consolids |lvul..... . . SO0,000 (0] (111
Evening \|.“-_, o 1,000,000 1o o
Goent 100,000 100 o
Goer Ilmlt‘. . s XL 100 1
Goad  Jope. H00.060 100 1Y
Grand  Prise,... vee b LODOOKY 100 o,
titent Western, o }::::;::; } “‘: ::-“:
ttie Rrown.. . SR, a 3]
Hil .tn‘- ....... X000 T 033
Tron Mask ceed]  HIDLOON 100 42
Tron Colt . 1,000,000 100 13
Josie ... . 700,004 1o &
Joste Mae ... q 0 0w 10 -
Jumbo ces eviieee oo e e e e HN, N0 10 g}
T Lol . £00,000 500 T
.1y May. eeeree aeee 200000 4 100 1
Maythmer..... 000,000 10 I\
Monfta..... . TVHO00 ’ 1M 17
Monte Cristo, . 1,000,000 t o N
Mugwump . ool L0000 1 10 02z
NOvelty «eeavenns ceriares L Cf Lemong L 100 05
PhaeX ..., . A0 [ ] 08
POOTUM eeceeans oas L O I 1
Red Mountetn View ... Ve ey LR 100 o
Rosslund, Red M°t'n. © LKL o1 2
SHVErINC., tecoriosee + connnes L 0000 100 06
Sitver Bell....... boLo0mN 100 ]
$t. Etmo.... . | : 1w %
Vieginhi.. o2 ceveenn.. | . 100 2t
War Bagle Con teo 1 120
West Fe 120l Josie, .. | 1 2
White Bear ceceeeennn. . . . 100 o
i 1
AINSWORTH.NFLSON & SLOUAN 3
Ameriean Boy... . . .. 1,000,000 100 14
Athubaeen... . ..o 1.000.000 100 "
Arlington Con. 1,000,000 16 1”2
DUNACC eureaenrere sen crernns ceeses] 1,000,000 100 M
l)mduucllc~ R £.000.000 1 1,
Dellle.. v e iveereer e * 750,000 100 12
Elise .. ool 1.000.000 1™ -
Gibson., . .o G000 150 17
Hall Mines. ... e e e $0.00) £1 -
ldler . 1,090,000 100 1
Lowdon HiR, 40,000 45 25
Kaslo Montesmini. ceee o vesevervsoees | 1230000 105 o0
Noble Five Coa 12200, 7 (KL 3
Phasnix Consolidated, . ] 500 4 100 05
Rumbler Con 1. 00,600 100 30
Reco e PR . £.000.000 1 o0 19
Sloein \l.lr v e e e e e 000 o) T
St Keverne 1.000.000 100 03
I'wo Friends.., ... Lo e .. 240.000 30 I
Wonderful.. ... . 1.000 000 100 0§
Washington . . . .ooieeeen, 1,002,060 100 15
MSCELLANEOUS.
Alpha Bell..... coo 300000 100 43
Cariboo (Camp Mel. ceesr  N0000 100 A8
Cariboo Hydrauife Cone ... ce g HA0N0 5 a2
Channe ceeeee L, 250,000 0 [
Fern G M, Con . viiiiees conee o e 200000 23 ]
Golden Cache ... . v, G000 100 I
Oceldental M, & M. Co . L0000 100 0,
Old Tronsides ... .00 oon e dieee LO0048KD 100 13
Smuggler E O PR K11 (X1 T 100 17
Tin Horme. oo L L Ce e deee ) 20000 25 S0
VanAndat .o aeeae P . H.ou0 000 1.00 0
Winches‘er 250.000 =05 2
l m- Mountain, verees sees LKL 100 40
. Minine l'l()\])l‘t'll)l% BNULAdL L o 205 B

DIVIDENDS,

T)h'idcndﬁp.udmdulcnrc:xs follows: Te Roi, $125,000; War 19 t'le
Old Company . s.n:.'m Rambler-Cariboo, $40.000; Reco. 230,
Slocan  Star.” K50.000; Cariboo, IS0000;  Hominion nu'eloplnu.
i tis, The Hall Mines, Lonted, has alao gabd dividends on prre-
ferred nd ordinnry stockh.

ESTIMATED PROFITS.

Ttis estimated (hat the profits of the mines subjoined have re-
turned the sams placed opposite their respective names:

Payne.coooee.. $100.000  Goodenongh. ... $5.0600
fdtho o eeeee o el 24000 Noble Five.eveer. coov .l 50,000
Poorman ... . 50000 Northern Belle.. 20000
Ruth | . ..., 0000 Antoine., e.ee.e. 10,000
Whitewanter...... . . . 154400 Surprise, ..

20,000 Monitor . .
Last Chance.. ...,
Fern.... ...

Washington
Sloeun Bov..

BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC.

LONDON LETTER.

} Froan om onwn Correspondent.)
Loxpox, March Sth, 1398,

Enony Tast letter T gave a list of Lotdon brokers alveady
associated with your 1"rovinee, 1 think I omitted to men-
tion two or three rather impartant firms, wha. although
not actuadly connected with British Columbia in an ofticiul
capacity, are yoeb lnrgely interested in the Provinee.  They
include Pim Vaunghan & Co. who are at the baek of the
Vancouver Syndicate group : Whitehead and Cheown, who
have thrown themselves enthuosiastically into the move-
ment, and Sevatton & Son, an old-fash’aned tirm who have
large interests in Rossland properties,

And now for a few words abont the gentlemen who
aetually form the British Columbia market in the London
Stock Kxchange.  Honor is, [ belleve, due in the first in-
stance to Douglas Junior & Co., who are said to have left
the Trunk market to inaugurate the new section.  Almost,
if not actually coincident with their dedision to deal in
Canadian wmining shares, was the appearance on the scene
of a yonng jobber, named Paull.  In a short time other Lig
firms were tentatively represented in the little corner of the
Stoek BEachange, sacred 10 the eause of British Columbian
miniug, and although these firms have not vet actively
associnted themselves with the movement, it might be of
interest to mention thelr names, as they are ldentified with
other very important mining interests fn various parts of
the world, a fact which makes their adhesion to the Pro-
vinee fn particular, and Canada in general, the more sigoi-
ficant, ‘The most tmportant are Stoncham & Messenger.
and then we Lave Burdett & lHacrts. Other firms thae
should be mentioned are Douglas Marvin and G. .. Wood &
Co. Of conrse those whose rnames | have given are prob
ably only a tithe of the firms, who are more or less inter-
ested m Canadian mining, but they undoubtedly deserve
special mention in your columns for the part they have
played in attracting public attention to the mining develop-
ments of British Columbia and Klondyke. 1 shall keep you
futly posted regarding the addition to their ranks of new
seeruits, but in view of all the cirsumstances I think Bri-
tish Columbina can congratnlate itself upon having ereated
so much interest in this country and obtaned such promi-
nent recogaition in the Loundon Stock Exchange by the in-
auguration of a spectal market to deal in its sharves.

Space would ot permit me to mention all the names of
prominent Canadians now visiting this country, but it is
pleasing to us on this side to lind that British Columbians
are determined to use every endeavor to attract British
capitil to the Province. Quite a number of them are mak-
ing arrangements to hive oflices in this city, and it issatis.
factory 1o find that many of the prominent ‘I'rail Creek
comnanies are opening London oftices. 'This s as it should
be, because it is really ridiculous to suppose that the Lon-
don h vestor is going to put his money into shares of local
compianies nuless he is afforded an opportunity of transfer-
ring the same without undue delay if he should find it
cither necessary or advantageous so to do.

At the moment the British Columbia market Is not par
ucularly brisk, and even the wily promoter seems to have
tahea a rest from his labors,  He has been busy enoagh,
gooduess knows, during the past twelve months, and quite
acrop of *wild cats ™ are the result. Unfortunately a lot
more of these objectionable creatures will shortly be
bronght into the world, and this is one of the least pleasant
featwies in the pouition. 8ritish-Amerfcan Corporations
are a little firmer, because of the expected arrival in a day
or two of the redoubtable Mackintosh, but on the whole
both Klondyke and British Columbia share quotations have
been showing a drooping disposition. The Ymir district s
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well represeated in this city by the Canadiin Pacttic Bae-
ploration and Parker & Kenuedy, the latter having re-
cently opened an oflice in London.  “The ‘Tupper compinivcs
are well estemmed amd are ovidently <erious in their inten-
tions—whieh is rore than ean be said of a1 gowl wmany
others=—to carry on vigorous operations in the sphere
chosen for their operations. ‘I'he Grant-Govan group are
alsoresponding to the enepgetic poliey of thely ereator, and
I hear that Grant-Govan will shortly bring out @ company
to build a railway 1o connect the properiies at Albert Cane
yon with the C. I R. The Loudan and B. C. Goldfields
crowd are eminent!y respectable. iand prices of their shares
keep  firm. I hear that Mr. J. A. Tureer has w
new  company coming atong, and might meation that
among other new converns which will shortly se « the light.
is the British Columbia and Northwest Canudian Gold
Prust Compary., This company is making arcangemoents
to aequire gquite a large number of properties, most of
which, 1 believe, are in the Kooteaay country, and which
have been very well reported apon by people qualitied to
form an opinion. ‘The capitalis, 1 believe, to be a guarter
of a million sterling, and [ hear that the conzern is so pow-
erfully backed, that it is likely that its shares will be difli-
cult to obtaiit under a preminm. Very little is doing in
Kiondyke companies, but, the city is foll of men who tell
you that they can rell you outright claiws on Eldorado,
Bonanza, Hunker, and in fact all the best tributar.es of the
wow famous Klondyko river.  As an instance of the way in
which the British pablic are being exploited. I might men-
tion that one concern, calling itself by the granditoquent
title of the K'ondy ke Hydraulic, recently asked the pubiic
to provide it with a large sumn of money to take over the
rights of o gentleman returned from the Klondyke who was
apparently so hard up that he was willing to sell actual
accumulated gold dust and nuggets stowed away in a cadin
close to Dawson City wmounting to £46,000 for the sum of
about £10,000. Ot course a thung like this was o little tco
far fetched for our own investors, and, I believe, the re-
sponse was very poor, indeed.

Our papers aro daily dotted with the advertisements of
Kiondyke expeditions, ete., which are being fitted out, and
a company was introduced last week which for £500, in £1
shares, gnaranteed to carry the investor right to Dawson
City in comparative comfort, look after him and give him
cmployment for severai years. I know the people at the
hack of this well, but although the scheme was a nove' one
I doubt much if they got a guarter of the mone? asked.
By the bye, now that Whitaker Wright has thrown himsel{
s0 heartily into British Columbia and the Wiandyke, I sup-
pose it will not be very long before s keen rival, Horatio
Bottomley (the West Australian financier) follows in his
footsteps. One of the latter's late factotums. R. A. Jewell,
did so about twelve months since, but so tar 1 bave heard
very little as to the tangible results achieved by his com-
pany, the B.C. Financial Trust.

As an item of good news, I may mention that London
and B.C. Goldfields has just declared a dividend of 1 shil.
ling per share. [t is said that when Morris Catton comes
home, his companies, or sume of thewm, wiil declare divi-
donds. 1low they ure to manage it I don’t kuow, and I
very much doubt such 2 desirable cousummation. ‘Tho
group is not thought much of in London. Hall mines are
o little irmer, but Klondyke companies are off color, and
the market closes on a dull appearance We are now
anxiously waiting for the news from Dawson City regard-
fng tho past winter’s work and its results.

Ex-Governor Mclutosh, who is expected in town almost
fiumediately, before he left, tolda Rossland interviewer a
lot about the policy of the much-vaunted B.A.C. which vil!
be news to the London sharcholders. He stoutly defende.
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his poliey, and had a word or two to say o esplanation of
tha' somewhat grandilogquent phrasge about his company
possessing the * kogs (o the 2olden treasure-honses of Brle
tish Colnabian,” a phvase which 1 see has beon muach dis-
cussed—not woways e latterving terms—hy the Provinclal
press. By the bye, D notice that the Le Rov has passed Jis
Junuary dividend, owing lavgely to the deain on the ex-
chegaer in connection with the Northport smelter. wWe ex-
peet to heav a good deal in this conneetion and also i vee
gard to the Alaska Commercial Company from M. Melntosh
when he avrives. T suppose Whitaker Wright is already
prepaviag the feast for the holder of **those wonderfal
keys."

1 think you will admit that o one i< in a4 benter position
to judge the state of affuirs fn London regarding British
Columbia than the banks most interested in the develop-
ment of fts vast mineral resources. It may, therefore, be
of fnterest to make a brief referencee to the recent meetings
of the Bank of B.C. aud the Bank of B.N.A. At the latter
gathering, which took plice on Tuesday, the chairman sald
they would obszerve thad considerable progress had been
made by the company during the past six months, thetotad
balance having Leen £5,120,962, ax agriust £4,884,917 in the
previous half vear. ‘I'hey would find that there had been
an incerease in almost every ftem. ‘T'he deposits and cur
rent accounts amounted to £2,310,148, compared with
£2,119,039, The notes in circulation had increased from
245,000 to £253,101. which was a considerable increase
upon the year ending December, 1896, when the amourt
was £211,466.  Bills pajable and other liabilities stood at
£1,242,220, as compared with £1,202,604. ‘Turning to the
other side of the accounts they would find that they had by
cash and specfe at bankers and fn hand and atcallonshort
notice £917,401, as compared with £682,785. As to invest.
ments they had their consols, £150,000 at 90 still. ‘Thebilis
recefvable, loans on security aund other accounts showed <n
fncrease, being £3,924,415 as compared with £3,875,446.
‘Lhe profit amounted to £39,435 and showed some progress.
Out of it they proposed to deciare a dividend of 25 shillings
per share, cqual to 5 per cent. per annum. I'hey had also
added £10,000 to the veserve fund, and that left a balance
of £3,726 to carry forsward. On the whole he thought they
would agree with him that the balarce sheet showed an
improvement, and that the business had been satisfactory,
fnasmuch as they had made more money, and thoy had also
been fortunate in having very few bad debts to write off.
They were told at the last meeting of the position of the
new branches in British Columbia. 'They had not opened
any more since that date, and he was very glad to say that
those working now were quite up to what the directors ex-
pected frow them. Now he thonght they might ot quy
rate take u chicerful view of the pre sent position of Canada
—an bmprovement in the farming industry and an improve-
ment also consequent o the discovertes of gold. 1t conid
not, in fact, be doubted that the trade of Canada was in a
far better condition than it had becu in for some years
past.

Sir Robert Gillespie presided at the meeting of the
former (the Bank of B.7.) and in mcving the adoption of
the report and accounts, pointed out that tho past half-year
had In some measure realized the hopes and anticipations
that the directors ventured to predict at the last meoting.
He trusted ir sndicated a progressive return to that success
and prosperity whith characterized the business of the
bank for o many years. They had no doubt that the ex-
traordinary developement of the mineral wealth in British
Columbia and the new discoveries in the Yukon must re-
sult in a large fulux of peonle into the country and a
groatly increased and successfal business in these districts.
The preparations being made in British Columdia in all



540

BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC.

branches of trade for the reception and equipment of ex-
plorers and miners were unprecedented in extent and must
lead to a very great and luerative extension of the trade of
the country lle was sanguine that this Imptovement
would permeate the whole community. The most recent
reports of the general business were confirmatorv of this
expectation, and a further indicatlon was the satisfactory
fact that landed estate and other securities had shown a
marked huprovement in valne. ‘The half-years' working
showed a net profit of £18,351, as compared with £14,382
for the half year ending 30th June. 1897, after making due
provision for all ascertained losses. ‘I'he directors recom-
mended that a dividend at therale of 5 per cent. per annum
be paid for the half year ending 31st December last, leav-
ing a balance of £3,351 to be carried forward. The finan-
clal position of the bank, as shown by the accounts in
available assets, was undoubtedly a strong one.
C. J. WALKER.

- v a  k ——

“ Cornova,” Vancouver.
A. B. C., Morcing and Neal.

Cable Address:
Conrs: Al, 4th Ed..

MAHON, MCFARLAND & MAHON

s19 Hastings St., Vancouver, B. C. P. O. Box 749

MINES REPORTED ON AND MANAGED
Consulting Engineer:
Leslie Hill, C. E., A. M. L. C. E,, M. . Inst. M. E.

CLINTON
HOTEL

CLINTON, B. C,

Board and Lodging by the Day, Week or Mouth

_0_—

Best Wines, Spirits and Cigars. Good Stabling.
Headquarters for the Cariboo, Lillocet and Dog
Creek lines of Stages. Hunting and Fishing in the
vicinity.

MARSHAL & SMITH, Props.

Provincial Secretary’s Office.

His Honor the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor has been pleased to make the
following appointment:

14th March, 1898.

I'reperick WinLiaM VALLEAU, Es-
quire, to bLe Stipendiary Magistrate
within and for the Counties of Nanaimo
and Cariboo, Gold Commissioner, Govern-
ment Agent, Assistant Commissioner of
Lands and Works, and a Collector under
the *‘Revenue” and ‘*Revenue Tax”
Acts for that part of the Province
known as the Omineca Land Recording.
District. 48-9

Ranp BROTHERS
Stock and Tlining Brokers

RERL ESTRTE RCENTS

L)
CAMBIE STREET VANCOUVER, B. C,

The Celebrated
Hammered Steel

Shoes and Dies

Warranted not toclip
off or batter up.

Send for illustrated
Circulars.

A Home Production

(Formerly the Callfornta)

Our display of new and wern-out Shoes and ‘Lies, on exhibi-
tien ut the Minlng Fair held in this clty recently (January 29 to
Mareh 3). was pronounced the best they had ever seen by sconesof
experienced mintng men hailing from various points along the
Pacltic cor.st from Alaska to Mexico, and from Australla.

We tost confidentiy believe that our goods are not surpassed
in wearlng qualitivs Ly any others on the mirket, and we doubt
much If they are even equalled.

Geo. W. Pennington & Sons
MANUFACTUREHRS
218:and 220 Polsom street, SAN PRAXCISCO, CAL.
2-6m Pleasc mention this Paper

Nhead and {01l particulars.

Sizes from 3 hone-power upwards.

WATER WHEELS

ADAPTED TO ALL HEADS FROM

3 FEET to 2000 FEET.

Qur experience of 36 years building water wheels cuables us
to suit cvery requirement of water power plants. We guarantee
satisfaction. Send for pamphlet of cither wheel and state your

AUTOMATIC STEAM ENG'NES
WITH SUITABLE BOILERS. =

Bullt in latest style, of besat design and highest excellence,
Send for Eangine Pamphilet D,

CASCADE.

JAMES LEFFEL & ~O., Springfield, Ohio, U . A,



BRITISH COLUMBIA

MINING CRITIC.

No More Blanketis

If you go to the Klondyke, be zure that your outfit is
fight and that you have somethiag warm to sleep in. The
lightest known substance Is Eiderdown. Itis warmer than
anything else in the world,

The *‘Alaska Brand’’ sleeping bag has double linings of
Biderdown, besides a lining of warm gray wool, and is cov-
ered on tha outside with a windproof and waterproof can-
vas. It is warmer than whole stacks of blankets, weighs
fourteen pounds, and is not injured by riatn or snow.

The entire Government Expeditions were equipped with
these bags.

The best houses on the coast handla this bag, every one
of which is labelled with our name. If your dealer has not
got them in stock and jefuses to get one, send us money
arder for$24.50 and we w ! see thatone reaches you prompt-
1y without any further charge.

Yor our Elderdown Cap and Hood see advertisement iu
next number.

The Alaska Feather and Down Co., Limited

290 Guy Street, Montreal, Quebec

Our references: The Merchants’ Bank of Halifax or any
wholesale dry goods house in Canada.

@ariboo kxchange Hotel
HSHGROF?, B, C.

HEADQUARTERS For

COIMMERCIAL A. H. WALTERS
TRAVELERS and PROPRIETOR
MINERS TETO

RATES REASOIWABLE:

A. ERSKINE SMITH
Mining Sngineer

DAWSON, N. W. T.
Late of
COOLGARDIE, AUSTRALIA,

JOHANNESBURG, SouTH AFRICA, and
RossranD, B° C.

Mining properties on the Yukon reported on.
Correspondence solicited.

MeKinnop, DeBeek © Co.

LAND, MINGRAL ARND
TIMBER BROKERS

Telegraphic Address, **Cortes," VANCOUVER

J. STOREY

Harness and Saddle Maaufacturer
— SPECIALTIES ——
Pack Saddles, Aparajoes, Pack Straps, Klondyke Dog Harness
321 Cambie Street, Vancouver, 8. C.

2 Write fur Particulars and Prices

G. E. FARRER. LL. B.
Real Estate '
Mines
Timber Limits

Inns or Court VANTQUVER, B. C.

W. PELLEW HARVEY, F. C. S.
Member N. Eng. ins. M. & M. E.
Mining Engineer and Assayer
‘The oldest established Public Laboratory in the Province

. « Write for Terms . .
VANCOUVER, B. C.

B. C MINING PROSPECTOR'S EXCHANGE

LIMITED
612 Cordova Streect, Vancouver, B. C.
MINING, DEVELOPING . -
PROMOTING AND
BROKERAGE AGENCY
Free Milling Gold, also Gold, Copper, Galena and Copper
Propositions to sell or bond. Agencies in the principal
financial centers.
Call or write for particulars to Secretary

Mines and Prospects
W Thos. Newman

Author *‘Hidden Mines,” ete.; iate engincer in charge
for the British Canadian Gold and Silver Mines Co., Limited

WILL EXAMINE

And report on MiNes and PRosreCTS, with specific valu-
atlon where desirable. Also p.an, estimate and supervise
development. SrecianTy—The appraisement of Prospects

and
NEW CAMPS.

Box 29 Kamloops, B. C.

Mines and Mining Stocks

A thorough knowlcdge of the Mining lons of British Colum-
bis onables mo to furnish competent and. reliable information..
;Vn mlml:s listed for sale unless cndorsed by sone repatable min-

ng englincer.
mfcctlons {n principal citles of Qanuda, United States and
Europe. Correspondonce solicited. Addross:
FRANK & TAGGART,
319 Cambic St., Vancouver. B. C.

Cablo address. “Ambrozine.” Marcing & Neal, Glough's (newand
o0ld), Bedford-McNelll@anad A, B.;C. Codles. .
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Iuternalmnal Navigation and Traﬂmg l}u meed

Steamers. * INTERNATIONAL " & ¢ ALBERTA**
On the Kootenay Lake and River

= TIME CARD —-
In Eftect 12.0uly, 1897, Nlhjod to Change Withoat Notice.

Five, \hl\- I'ulm (umu-uiun with ull Passenger Trains of the
No & P8 RLR, to and from Northport, Rossiand und Spokane
Txckcu sold and Baggage checked to all U.S. Points
4 Leave IKatsto for Nelson aad way points, duily except Sundays,
Hedd ., m.
Arvive Northport 200 pan: Rossland, 3:40 p.an; Spoliine, 6 pan.

Leave Nebson for [Kaslo wnd wiy polats, de :Il\ except Sunday,
5330 pn.
R

Lestving Spohane S aan., Ruessland. 10,30 a.n., Nurthport, 1
p.m.
New Scnlcc on Kootenay Lake.
Lcu\m Nelson for K xslo. cu - 'l‘ucs - \\ul 'l'huri . Frl.

Arvriv U.u\ aslo ...
Leave Kaslo fur Netson. ete s Mo, Pues., SWedL

A LR T T DN
Arvive Nelson... ...

lhur.s..

4:00 p.tn.
........ serenseseee 8100 P,

G. ALEXANDER. (encral Manager.

"~ Kaslo & Slocan Railway
2— TIME& CARD —%-

Trains Run on Pacific Standard Time.

Daily :
. JRaslo.

‘outh o
Sproule

Golng west
Ly S00am...
ORUG L
o036

Golng east

O8] - vl tewate
ol LU0 Rear Lak
O LULE SR ceeMeGuign . oeenen.s
** 1038 Love cee e eee Laeelninivtion... .
Ari050 - ..... . Sandon

SANDON AND CODY.
vy 00:1 Meeee o oo Nandon
ArIL® ... LCody coee

'lclq,'ruphlc Adaress, * Bederock.”
Code, Moreing & Neals

23 W, BrY.d
Superintendent.

N.

COLUMBIA & WESTERN RAILWAY GO.

Time Table No. 6, to take cifect July 3, 1897,

FASTBOUND.

No.2pt ssenger idally (.\u,pl. Suud.xy)
Ieuy .- T P X | (FTRTIN
feees c e+ iii.eesecsscsssens oo 3D P,

e o <1100 1.m.
0 e 1200 wan.

No, 4 passeny «,r(d.nly)
Taeaves Rossland..
ArrivesatTeil. .

No. 6 p tsaenzrer (daldly

~ 1Zossland.

Arrlw~ at Trals

. Ciicne ses sesssesss S.053.ML

A rrives In lm“l wd, . F T K E R TN
No. I passengeer (dally

LeaveyTrall .« ..l‘ iOp m.

50 pan.

. Arrivesiu Ro
No. 5 passengrer (¢

Teuves Trall.. eeee A5 pam.

Arzives in Rosslunl - oooennn i L cessssen .00 p.m.

T(,‘mlmccxlnns miade with all .m .lrrl\'ln;,' and departing from
ratl.

GENERAL OFFICES, TRAIL. B. C. E. P. QUTELIUS, Gen. Supt

UNION STEAMSHiP GO., OF B. G., LTD.

Head Office and Wharf, Vancouver, B. C.

Northern Settlements—=S. Comoaxs: 1 from Company‘s\Vharr
every Tucesday atva.am. for Bowen Island, Buwe Sound. Sech-
clt. JervisInlets Froeek Texada Istund. Lund. Hernundo Island,
Cortez Ishand, Read Island, Valdez Ist: nd. Shoat Bay., Phllllps
Arm, Frederick Arm. Thurlow Isliancd, Luuphlmmuxh Inlet,
Salmon River, Port Neville, and sails every Friday at 3 pm.
for 'V:\.l) ports i Shoal Bay. caulling at Buate Inlct. cvery »ix
weeks

Rivers Inlct and Naas River-8S. Cogustlam salls on Sth ana
ud of cxeh wmonthaud will proceed taxuy partof the Coust
should inducements ofter.

noodyvﬂle and North Vancouw ‘e Fexry--Louves Moodyville :
8, 0:15, 10:45, 12, nno. 4 and 5.45 pom. Leaves Vancouver :
R:T5, 10, 1120, 115 pu : t.xlllng at North Van-
couver cich wa)

Freight Steamers.:
J tons. DWW,

Tugsand Scows .llmus avilable fur towlngand frcl;,hung- Lus-

ness, Large storrge acsemmaodation ou company's wharf

Telephono 94, H. DARLING, Mansger.

t
.apll.um and S ‘ Cmmlll'uu. capaelty

BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING

CRITIC.

C. P. NAVIGATION C0., LTD

TIME TABLE NO. 32

Takes effeet January 1th, 1898,

VANCOUVER ROUTE.

Victorta to VANCOUuvER — Dally  (except
1 o'clock.

VaxcouviEr ro Vicroria — Dally (except Monday?},
13.13 o'clock, ur on arrival of C. P. R. No. 1 train.

NEW WESTMINSTER ROUTE.

LEAVE ViCToria  rort NEW WESTMINSTER. LADNER'S
LANDING AND LuLv IsLaxp—Sunday at 23 o'cloxlk :
Wednesdays and IFridayss at 7 o'clock.  Sunday’s
steamer to New Westminster connects with €. P, R.
train No. ¢ going east Mounday.

For Pruseenr Pass—Wednesdays and Fridays at 7 o'clock.

Fort Monresuy A¥D Prapur istaxvs—Friday at 7 o'clock.

LEave NEw WESTMINSTER roir Vicrorta—Monday at 13:15
o'clock ; Thursday and Saturday at 7 o'clock.

FFor Prusprenr Pass —Thursday and Saturday at 7 o'clock.
For PENbER AND Moresiy Istaxps="Thurday at 7 o’clock.
NORTHERN RQUTE.

Steamships of this Company will leave for Fort Simpson
and intermediate ports, via Vancouver, the st and
15th of cach month at § o'clock. And for Skidegate
on the 1st of cach month.

BARCLAY SOUND ROUTE.

Steamer Tees leaves Victoria for Alberni and Sound ports

the §ath and 30th of each wmonth.
KLONDIKE ROUTE,

Steamers leave weekly for Wrangel, Juneau, Dyea and

Skagway.

Monday) at

at

‘The Company reserves the right of changing thbis
‘Lime Table at any time without notilication.
JOUN IRVING, Manager.
G. A. CARLETON, General Agent.
Victoria.

Call and Laspect....

The Prospectors’
(old Mine Tester.

The best yet invented for testing
mines anywhere.

2 On view daily at

Marshalls

216 Cambie Street, Vancouver.

PLUMBING
ESTABLISHMENT,




