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THE LATE DUKE OF RICHMOND.

ppears to me that St. Paul’s question with its
answer, « Who hath known the mind of the Lord that he mayg
instruct him ? but we have the mind of Christ,” points outl§
the foundation of the Christian’s faith and consolation. The]

ells us that we have the mind of Christ, a knowledge suffi-

ient for all our wants. His sentiments and example, his§
Fesignation, his devotion to the will of his Father, are all3
revealed for our instruction and imitation. We know howg
he acted in the hour of affliction, “ not my will but thine bej
done;” and if we are in possession of the same humble and]
Feady spirit of acquiescence, and can bear without mur-

Wuring the vicissitudes of the present life, we shall not]
b¢ greatly disturbed by the many bitter and unexpected

Isitations which come daily upon us. ‘

The Apostle’s question is taken with some little variatio
‘rom the Prophet Isaiah, « Who hath directed the Spirit o
the Lord, or being his counsellor, hath taught him;” but the

e for revealing the answer was not yet come, it was re-
Served as a revelation worthy of the Messiah.

Before the appearance of Christ, God permitted no per-
Son to be of his Counsels. Special communications were
“Ometimes made to particu]ar men, but to none were the
fysteries of Providence revealed. The Patriarchs and
" Tophets had a faint glimpse vollichsafed them of the happi-
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ness to come, but it was the office of our blessed Lord to
:ommunicate to mankind the mercy of his Father, and to
nstruct them in the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God, how unsearchable his judgments are

Rand his ways past finding out. A

In his Epistle to the Romans, St. Paul quotes the same
prophecy, ¢« for who hath known the mind of the Lord, org
'who hath been his counsellor,” anxious to remind us of ou
limited faculties, and that although in many essential things
Elicht had come into the world, we were yet unable to com-
Eprehend the nature, extent, and variety of God’s moral go
fverniment.

It is not intended in this essay to give an extensive illus-
tration of the truth included in the question of the Apostle
fFor to point out with minuteness the sources of consolatio
which the answer presents to Christians under every vieis
Esitude and calamity that awaits them in this transitory por
ttion of their existence, but to confine ourselves in their
fapplication to the recent melancholy cvent, in which we arefg
all so nearly coneerned.

1st.—Who hath known the mind of the Lord ?

The progress which we are daily making in the acquisi
tion of knowledge, instead of becoming a cause of exu
Ftation, serves to remind the humble Christian how little we

Eyet know, and how much more remains concealed. It i
Inevertheless true, that the knowledge of the present age
515 vastly greater, both as it respects the arts and sciences;
tand pure religion, than that possessed by mankind in any|

Bformer period. But, a remarkable difference presents it-
gsclf to serious minds, between the progress which we hav
Emade in religious and other sorts of knowledge. In true
greligion, mankind have never made any progress withou!j
sthe help of special revelations; on the contrary, they seem-
fed to lose what had been once known, unless strengthened
fand refreshed by new communications; but in the arts and
Rsciences, they have gradually advanced, without any simila:

gassistance. “ :

ll It is not religion of the understanding, but religion of the
theart, which is the great want of the present times. The
proofs are well understood, and the doctrines and precepts
adinirably explained, but a knowledge of the Gospel is to?
cenerally considered a sort of speculative science, whic
it is in some degree necessary to know, but which is sel
lom applied to our wants and necessities. Hence we arcg
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led with doubt and dismay at every uncommon event, and
are never prepared to meet it with steady resignation.
When we see the just and pious struggling with calamity,
ve seem as much given to complaints as those who lived

ander a far darker dispensation. We do not reflect that
neither his

the thoughts of God are not as our though.ts,
ways as our ways; for as the heavens are higher than the

sarth, so are his ways higher than our ways, and his
RBhoughts than our thoughts; that the Divine administration
i3 not confined to the limits of space and time, but embraces
the past, the present, and the future, rises to heaven and
descends to hell, comprehending every thought, word, and
action of devils, angels, and men. Nor do we sufficiently

mpress upon our hearts the value and intention of the pre-§
Sent life; that it was never meant to pass away in tranquil

lity and ease, but is a state of preparation in which our fa
ulties are to be exercised, and our virtues proved, and
at here we must be tried that the strength and sincerity

of our principles may appear. _
§ It is impossible to conceive a state of moral discipline
ithout prosperity and adversity; temptations must be

fexperienced before our faith can be proved, and they must
be encountered and overcome; yet, regardless of ourfl
BVeakness and infirmities, we are continually measuring the
$oupreme Being by the standard of our own faculties, and
Bwhen matters fall out different from our wishes, we think
ourselves entitled to complain. We, who are unable to]
Btrace all the consequences of a single action, are offended
Pvhen we see the protector of society cut off’in the midst o
fis lahours for the benefit of his country; but who hathB
known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct hm? &
j Seldom hath the truth implied in these words been more}
[Olearly exemplified than in the unexpected death of thefj
Puke of Richmond.—This mysterious dispensation of Pro-g
’dence, hath caused a mosi grievous mourning and soreld
Famentation through both Provinces ;—for we felt ourselvesy
[leeply interestegl in his welfare, and entertained the most}
b anguine expectations of the success of his administra

on,
‘When it was annonnced in the public journals that thisg
o become our Governor Ing

stinguished nobleman was erne
Chief, few wounld believe it. That a person of his illus-}8
led the most splendid oflices whichj

g ous rank, who had fil v
% Crown has to bestow, would coundescend to accept anf

P
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B2A0 we late Duke of Richmond.

‘Mappointment in this distant region, appeared somewhat in-
Hcredible, Our information respecting his habits and 'incl"
: Jnations did not then furnish us with the knowledge, that if
’ fwas just such a situation as best suited his ardent and be :
! Pnevolent mind.—Here more was to be done for the good of]
5, ~ Jthe people than could be effected in an older state of so?
ciety ; every thing was new; a vast country still in the
? hands of nature, inhabitants flocking to it from all quarters:
. while those institutions which give strength and comfort ta
) society, were unknown, or just commencing.—It was the
proper time for a Governor who had a mind to conceive
and a power to execute what appeared essential to théd

prosperity of the country, to assume the direction of publig
affairs. :

When it was found that his Grace had actually accepte
of the appointment, and that his near and illustrious rela
tive was to preside over the sister Province, a great anxiety

Pprevailed {o ascertain his true character. On enquiry, 1
was discovered that he was born to be beloved—that while
steady, firm, and decided, he mingled so much affability

ondescension, and sweetness of disposition, as never fail edi
of securing the attachment of all around him. His disin
terestedness and anxiety for the public good, gave him 8
degrec of influence which few persons can ever attain, and
the success of his measures, purified as they were from al}

elfish views or narrow policy, was truly astonishing. Fore
Jseeing his way as if by intuition, and perseveringly follow
ing it in singleness of heart, he rarely failed of accomy
plishing his intentions. He was loved and admired by al}
parties when governing Ireland. My mission, said this ex
cellent man, has for its objcct, by the express and earnes
Bdesire of my Sovereign, to conciliate, not to estrange the

gaffections of the Roman Catholic body, and all classes o

Bthe people : and most conscientiously did he execute thi
[benevolent instruction, for he gained the respect of 8l
parties, however hostile to onc another. His unaffected,
jeonciliating deportment won the hearts of the whole peopleg]
#and wiien to ‘those engaging qualities, was added his VP]

Brightness in the discharge of his public employments, sus§

ihicion tled, discontent died away, and all believed and f‘?.l

Hthat the chief aim of his administration was to relieve t!fe’

Rdistreescs, and to promote their happiness. Nor was it

Eiransient affection which his wise and paternal administra]

- fAuon produced, it stil] subsists, and the anniversary of ¢
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ival of the Duke of Richmond in Ireland, continues to bé
elebrated in that country with the warmest enthusiasm and
nost gratifying recollection of the event.
With a knowledge of these facts, it was natural for us
Jianticipate the most happy results from his administration|
Jin the Canadas; nor were we disappointed ;—for, no scones
Jhad he landed at Quebec, than he applied himself vigon
ously to acquire a correct knowledge of the country, and
in what manner its condition might be speedily ameliorated
PHe had hardly resided a month in Lower Canada, when he
isited the principal communications of both Provinces,
and ascertained the means of rendering many of them more,
easy and expeditious. He depended not upon the repor
~{of others, but he saw with his own eyes, and decided from
ocular information.
In facilitating the communication between different partd
of the country, both by land and water, he beheld the im
provement of agriculture and commerce. The productions
~of our soil in a country so far nerth, are always bulky, and
Pare useless unless good roads or navigable waters enable
he raiser to transport them readily and speedily to a goo.
market. ' '
He was much encouraged in his benevolent views by the
natural advantages of the country; he found the most ex-
Pcellent water communications already existing, and which
only required a little industry and skill to make them com
plete.  Knowing that agriculture and commerce are sisterf§
arts, and that without them no country can ever rise t¢
wealth and eminence, he was delighted with the compara-§
tive ease by which they might be essentially promoted. I
his way the Colonies would be more and more bound to the
Parent State, by an increased intercourse and exchange o
- @commodities to supply mutual wants. Accordingly many
liplans for ameliorating or removing the obstructions betwee
- -fthe Provinces by water, had been commenced, and others
Were in contemplation; and the result of his recent journeyj§
PPhich terminated so fatally, would have been a general
§2nd effectual plan of communication, by which all the dif-
erent parts of the Provinces might have an immediate in-
Rtercourse with the great Lakes and St. Lawrence, on the
jone side, and the Ottawa on the other, and hence to Mon§g
- Rtreal and Quebee. - SR
'l But wlile his Grace the Duke of Richmond was thuy
. "JAnxious to cultivate the physical resources of the Provinee.

RO
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the -was ne less anxious to promote sound morals and true
teligion,. He was aware that the public ordinances of
Christianity, social worship, marrying, baptising, visiting
§ithe sick, and burying the dead, and all the regular duties
fof an established clergy, are peculiarly adapted to har
'monize society, and to promote the happiness of its mem
bers here and hereafter. He wag therefore taking means
for establishing a University, on a liberal and extensive
Fécale, at which the arts and sciences should be taught, and
ga school of Theology formed to supply clergymen for the
 Diocese. From such an institution, the most excellen
benefits would have been reaped, and it was with the great
§est satisfaction that we saw it in agitation, nor did we en
ftertain any douhds of its speedy accomplishment, but fondly
ftrusted that such an accession of zealous clergymen would
-gsoon be obtainéd, as would enable us to spread the light of
tthe Gospel from one end of the country to the other; and
Pwe cherished the hope, that the pure doctrine and primi
ktive discipline of the establishment would be directed withlf
fredoubled cnergy and zeal, in promoting the rapid exten-§§
ision aud permanent ascendency of the Christian faith.
i Employed during the last winter in maturing many off§
those plans for the good of the Province, our noble Go§
fvernor was dissatisfied with himself till he had seen thef§
fwhole country, and penetrated to the extremity of his miliff
ktary command.  As soon, therefore, as he was able to ar-§
grange the public business of Lower Canada, he set out forff
Sthis Province, traversed Lakes Ontario, Simcoe, Hurong§
8St. Clair, and Erie, during the hottest season of the yearf§.
gexamining cvery thing as he went along, with a skill andj§:.
Raccuracy truly astonishing. He knew the trees, the shrubsj§.
Band plants, and their properties, as soon as he saw them-,g
gand he judged more correctly of the soil and what it could§:
Bproduce than the most intelligent farmers. He was alive tolf
every thing interesting, and extremely gratified with thef.
Reeneral beauty and excellence of the country. Having
finished this long and difficult expedition, he returned i
fexcellent health to York—would that he had been satisfied
Pwithout extending his journey—but it was otherwise ordaingf -
ed by Him that ruleth in the heavens, and a most strikingll’
fexample was to be given of the frailty of man, and thelg
@ranity of all his projects. A few days ago, and the most
pancuine expectations were entertained of the success offf.
Roll the Duke of Richmond's plans—even the comsmongi
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people, astonished at his perseverance and the laboursff
bwhich he had undertaken to benefit the Province, poured]
out their blessings upon him as he passed along. Littlef§
id we think that this illustrious man had so nearly run his$
tace, and that his days were determined.—Death chose
e moment of security to destroy our hopes—the voice of[§
flamentation is heard 1n our streets, and not a common la
mentation, for our cruel enemy has, in dreadful triumph,§
blasted the fairest prospects which the Provinces ever be-§
held. ’
His life was becoming every hour more precious to his
people, from the benefits which he was conferring upong
them, and his unexpected death is embittered to us from¥§
fthe conviction that he sacrificed himself by his eagerness tog
do us good.
Alas! we were congratulating ourselves on the adva
tages which would result from the more intimate union of|§
tounsels and interests which might be confidently looked
for from the near connexion subsisting between his Gracef§
d our Lieutenant Governor, more especially as the for-J§
er had shewn an energy of character and a desire to beg
pcquainted with every part of his command, far beyond
fvhat any former Governor in Chief had ever done; for}
which of them attempted so long and dangerous a journeyl
s he actually accomplished ? \
I Possessing a wonderful vigour of mind, the fatigues of his
long voyage were despised or disregarded, and when hel
arrived at Kingston, he determined to complete his journeyl
by viewing the Military Settlements. This was on manyj§
hccounts the most dangerous part of his expedition; for thef
Weather, which had for a long time been uncommonly}
Warm, seemed still to increase in heat, and the roads,j
OWing to the wild state of the country, were not only ex-§
Eremely bad, but frequently impracticable on horse-i§
Dack, and only to be passed through in many places byf
Walking nearly to the middle in marshy ground. ‘
. On the second day after leaving Kingston, the Duke ar-
'ived at Perth; next morning he went through the Settle-
ent for several miles, to view the improvements, walking
o his ancles in mud and water. During this excursion, af§
very heavy shower of rain came on, by which he was en-E
brely drenched, for he refused an umbrella which had beeng
Plered him by one of his attendants.
- Not finding himself so well as usual next morning, he re-g
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mained another day, and traversing the Settlement in a dif-{§
ferent direction, returned to dinner wet to the knees, butflf
much gratified with its growing prosperity.

- His Grace was by this time much indisposed, but suc
was the firmness of his mind that he never complained.

he road from Perth to Richmond, about thirty miles, b
which he was to go, is so bad on account of the marshes
and low ground through which it passes, that one gentle
man, though desirous of attending him, durst not encounte
the fatigue. «It is more than I am able to endure, m
Lord Duke,” said this person, as he reluctantly returned.f§
On the way to Richmond, he continued to grow worse.—§
iLhe intense heat and putrid air from the marshes, whichff

e was continually breathing, together with the badness o

Bithe water and excessive fatigue, were too much for his phy-

fsical powers; and yet withso much patience and resigna

gtion did he endure his sufferings, that those of his attendantsflf

'ho were not of his immediate Staff, did not think that he
was ill, much less in extreme pain. Ever ready to attendjf
to the feelings of those about him, on his arrival at Rich
mond he extended to the gentlemen residing there the samefi .
kind attention which he had done at Perth; and even thenj§

e seemed to visitors cheerful and collected. Indeed he

onsidered himself much better on leaving Richmond, butf§

after travelling three or four miles, his disorder returned
ith increased violence, and its progress was so rapid, tha

fibefore medical assistance could be procured, he had de

gparted to a better world than this. ,
His disorder was of that nature which subjects the framef§
to the most excruciating pains: but under all his distress;

and exposed as he must have been to many privations, hef .

mever uttered a single complaint; but, foreseeing the ap
gproach of death, he addressed himself most earnestly to
God in prayer, and exhibited that unshaken fortitude whic
fdistinguishes the true Christian. Thus was the Duke o

ichmond cut off in the midst of the most excellent de
signs for the public good of both Provinces, when, from th
Rstrength of his constitution and vigour of his health, heg
seemed destined to live many years. -

There is not a family in either Canada that does notl
fdeplore this heavy calamity, and consider it a severe judg
gment on the land. The great impression which it hatig.
fimade, appears in the melancholy gloom which pervadesg -
Bthe Provinces, and it appears in every countenance YyOURE .-
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meet, for it is an aflliction which fully justifies the most
Poignant sorrow.
~ This awtful visitation was attended by circumstances
eeply affecting. and bringing home to every seriously dis
Posed bosom the sacred truth, that in the midst of life we
e in death: for, anticipating his arrival in Montreal, higll
fiends had collected to meet hin with kind congratulations
on his safe return. The gentlemen belonging to his Sta
gnd his amiable children, had likewise assembled to par-§
take in the general joy. The whole city was full of bustlef§
g2nd preparations. Drawing rooms, Balls and Horse racesg
fWere announced, and all the amusements and pleasuresg
which gladness could devize, were in active arrangcment.§
he inhabitants entered most cordially into the promised¥
[ECstivities, and looked forward with great satisfaction to§
heir Governor's arrival.  'When every thing was ready, and
Some impatiente began to be felt at his delay, a messinger
JRrrived to announce his approach, but alas! not the Dukel
Mding triumphant into the city, surrounded by his friendsff
$and children, but his inanimate and pale corpse. Behold}
Mod taketh away, who can hinder him? who will say, what§
Joest thou? In a moment the voice of mirth and gladness}
%as changed into mourning and lamentation.—'The sadj
Mdings operated like a voice from heaven, bidding us fly]
&fom the house of feasting and go to the house of mourning.§
Por our days on earth are a shadow, and there is nonef
Abiding.
--2d.—But we have the mind of Christ.
* Gloomy would our prospects be in the hour of calamity.
Were we left to ourselves; for the ways of God are past find-
e out, and being utterly incapable of perceiving any pos-§§
Mble advantage from many of our afflictions, we must sink§
to despair. But we are not so left; we have the mind off§
rist, by which the darkness of Providence becomes}
Jght. In’the public ministry of our blessed Redeemer, welj
Oeholq the perfections of his heavenly Father portrayed inj
“Olours the most beautiful and impressive. It was the pe-B
.“ll'ar office of his Gospel to proclaim to man that Godg
1Y love; that he is gracious and merciful to all his creatures.§
F3€ir Pregerver and Benefactor—That he loves them asj
ldren, and denies them nothing but what is hurtful.  In}
£ 8Ying the mind of Christ, we know that every dispensationg
2U:God; and though at present it may be grievous, yet.jg .
VoL I, 21
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whatever is ordained by the All-wise and holy Creator, must
be good, and infallibly promote our eternal interests. Qur
Bl.ord teaches us that God chastens, proves, and exercises
s, because he loves us, and because this love embraces
fthe whole of our existence both here and hereafter. He|
tells us that calamities are benefits, when God inflicts them
#on his children, producing the precious fruits of fortitude,
obedience, and faith; and therefore, he most justly infers§
Bthat the suffcrings of the present time are not worthy to belf
Jcompared to the glory that shall hereafter be revealed toff
fus. Christ exhorts us to persevere in well doing, and nof|
Bito faint, for our Father knows our wants and abilities. Arefl
we perplexed and alarmed at the calamities which befalf
ourselves and others ? he refers us to God who directs andf§
governs all things by unerring wisdom and goodness.

His example illustrates and confirms his exhortation, fo
fihe himseli was made perfect through sufferings. « Not my
will, bat thine be done,” was his prayer of resignation in
the hour of his agony, receiving the cup of sorrow with
acquiescence and thanksgiving. « Bear,” says he to hisff
disciples, “as I have borne, fight the battles that I have
fought, and in which so many of my friends have been vic-
torious; the conquest is certain, and the glory it confers
shall last forever.—Offer your will to the far wiser will offf
God, for in his administration all is good, and his purposet
@ican never fail.” .

From having the mind of Christ, both in precept and ex-
fample, we cease to murmur and complain; we become re
signed. In a little time, we rejoice in our filial obedience:
our passions no longer rebel against a ready acquiescence
in the dispensations of Providence. How delightful to copy:
fter Christ, and be like unto him, who never murmure
J2gainst God, never doubted of his justice and goodness
jiever complained of his severe afflictions; but cheerfully
gsubmitted himself to be guided and governed by his Father
Rin heaven, convinced that whatever he decrees is holy, just
fand fit. .
# Thus the same mind shall be in us, which was alse if
M Christ Jesus, and we shall never repine when the hand of
B dversity is upon us, or accuse God of injustice, becaus‘
¥ ic chastens and tries us; bat, we shall worship and adO".“
him as our Creator and Benefactor, convinced that all the
gcomes from God is benefit and blessing, and proofs of p8:
¥rental affection, though the narrowness of our vision ma}




® unable to behold the final issue—God reigns, and all is
ell. It is good for me that 1 have been afflicted—myv
§°state, my friends, my children, myself, are not my own,
but God’s, who may do with his own what he will—wel-
“ome then disappointment, sickness or death, for God is
Present, and confident of his protection, all is safe.

. Even in our recent calamity, there are visible grounds of
tonsolation, which may assist in strengthening the belie
hich every Christian cherishes, that all'is for the best.

' The great zeal, activity, and eagerness for improving the
“ountry, displayed by our lamented Governor in Chief, hath
Uready excited a kindred spirit—his successors will find it
Fequisite to attend to his example, and be more disposed
*hin they might have otherwise been, to see with their own
FYes, and to pursue similar plans for ameliorating the coun-
¥, so that the public spirit of the noble Duke will still
''ve. Indeed the spirit of improvement, roused by his ex-
‘mple, hath gone forth, and can neither be checked by envy
plor imbecility.

It is no small advantage to behold one of the most noble
E €ers of the British Empire giving such an example of de-
'Otion to the duties of his office. Looking at the sacrifice
Phich he made, who dare flinch from his duty 7 With him
‘Molument, power, and splendour, had no weight; for thesel-
%@ had often enjoyed in a much higher degree in his nativellf

Poil ; but that strict attention to the calls of his high station}

ich he had always exercised in his public employments,§
E-®med rather to increase than abate, during the short pe-f-
110d of his administration in this country. 1t is to be hoped .
;h_at in this important particular, such a precious examplcf
il not be lost, but that public men will fecl the propriety}§
Wadopting the same punctuality in discharging their duties g
84 1 this way our Goverpor will live in their conduct, asl
1€ lives in all our hearts. :
Another advantage of great importance to the well beingl
:f Society, may be rationlly expected, as a consequence
,fol}r Governor in Chief’s unexpected death—it may tend§
| ° Qissipate that jealousy and eovy, which the poor so fre-8
Huently cherish against the powerlul and rich. ~ Those who§
}r?obﬁged to labour for their subsistence are too apt tof
L0k that no cares or misfortunes distarb the wealthy andj

rf? great, but that they are sumrounded with all that can§d
erati? )
A

E ‘

(.“ y the taste, please the eye, or amuse the imaginulion.—- ,
[ 351 when they behold a nobleman of the first rank, en-E
} Oumem)g with cheerfulness, for the good of the peoplef
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Pover whom he presided, greater difficulties and privatipns
than they experience, and at length arrested by the hand o
death in the midst of his labours, destitute of many of the
most common comforts—far distant from his home andff
Kriepds, and no child to sooth his pains by gentle attentjonsif-
et the hour of his departure, and drop on his burning hand
the tear of filial affection, grateful even in death, they wil
learn, that the same wants, and sorrows, and events, happe
%o all, and that none are exempted from the evils of life.
§ In these remarks on the death of our illustrious Governo
in Chief, the writer has confined himself to his public cha-{f
acter, from a dread of appearing obtrusive in the first hourslil
pf affliction. He knows that grief, occasioned by the loss
Bf those we love, is impatient of the slightest interruption to
e current of its thoughts, but he trusts for indulgence bé-
fore closing the subject, in noticing one mark of excellenc ol
in bis private character, which lays open the whole man,
- His Grace was not one of those who are kind, affable, and
condescending every where except at home. In the domes-J§
tic eircle, he shone with peculiar lustre. A more affection-J§
te parent neverlived ; andrichly was he repaid .in the lovell
@hich his children bore him. Bound up in their father, i
pwad their highest gratification to anticipate his wishes; an}
as they ever experienced from him the most unbounded af:
fection and tenderness, their dispositions became congenial, |
and they felt themselves attached to him by the most endear-
ing and irresistible obligations. |
{ Itisrefreshing to the soul, to behold a man so distinguish-§
fled, carrviug to his fireside the tender charities of our natare. 4
§to see them interwoven with all his views and habits, and in
- Bthe very last moments of his life displaying themselves in alijif
- Qtheir gentleness, beniguity and kindness ; for, next to God,
~ f@his thoughts were with his children. .
g To conclude—Let us pray most fervent'y to Almighty
dGod, to heal the broken hearts of those who are more nearlylf
gconnected with the object of our grief; that they may no
gi0rrow as men without hope, but that they may be strength:
. ’JHEd from above, to bear with holy resignation this hea'{jl§
grending visitation ; and that religion, having now listenetll’
-Jwith sacred respect to the first cries of piercing anguish, wi’ll. -
pour the bzlm of consolation upon their hearts, presenting
to theirsouis the sweet and benevolent views of our Redeem:
ger’s kinzdom, in which thare is no loss of existence, but @
jolessed change from sin and misery to pwity and everlast?
g oy, _ : . %
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JSERMONS PREACHED IN THE TRON CHURCH, GLASGOW, B ’_ s
_ THOMAS CHALMERS, D. D. : get

Berore we proceed to analyse these Sermons, which,
have been only published a few months, it may gra:tlfy ow
[ eaders to communicate some information respecting the,
wthor, now so justly celebrated in the Christian world.
B  This distinguished Divine is the son of a respectable mer-]
chant of East Anstruther, a small town in Fifeshire, at

vhich place he received the first rudiments of his education,
wnd made such progress as rendered him at a very early age
jualified to be entered a student at the University of St;
\ndrews. In this Seminary, he applied himself with greatll
J liligence to his studies, and made proficiency above many
bf his equals in classical as well as in mathematical know-
‘Qledge. c{n the latter, his attainments were rapid and exten:
“Jsive; insomach, that when a very young man, he was deems
.J§2d sufficiently qualified to teach the mathematical classes, in
-Jhe room of Professor Vilant, who, from age and other infir-
nities, had for a long time employed an assistant. R
;@ At the Divinity College, he was distinguished for the ex-
ficellence of his different exercises, and noticed as possessi
@2 vein of strong and original thinking; but these intellectua)
J>ndowments, which have since acquired so great celebrity,|
> Were\sm:FaSSed by the modesty and sweetness of his dispo- |
Jition. The amiable qualities of his heart procured for him§
@ he love and affection of his fellow-students, and though he|

surpassed the greater number in his literary and theologica!
attainments, so much did they esteem his able, generous,
and disinterested character, that they never entertained the
smallest envy. It is with much delight that the writer re-
collects, after the lapse of twenty years, his intimacy with
this excellent person, and the many profitable and agreeable
hours passed with him in St. Andrews. [n bearing testi-
Mony to his merit, he associates in his mind the proofs of
affection and kindness, which have passed between them,
and which not only give a freshuess to every recollection,§
but keep alive the fiiendship of former days.

Soon after leaving College, he was appointed to the Parish
of Kilmeny, about ten or twelve miles distant from St. An-
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drews, and situated within the bounds of the Presbytery offff
upar. ‘The same excellent qualities, which had made him[E :
B0 great a favourite at the University, endeared him to his
parishioners. They saw in his example, sound judgment &
naffected and enlightened piety,. the strictest probity, and@
the most engaging simplicity of manners. As their Pastor, |
he was indefatigable in the faithful and conscientious dis-§.
charge of his duty. : , » N
His knowledge extended to all the different branches o g
peience, which he added to an intimate acquaintance withf.
hose which might be considered more particularly profes-ff-
bional, and he was, in an especial manner, delighted withl§
chemistry, in which he is extremely skilful. Wishing to befl
more extensively useful than his confined situation allowed 8
@it struck him that a course of popular lectures on this in- B
gleresting and amusing subject, applicable to the more com-B
gmon arts of life, might be of great service.  And accord-§.
gingly he delivered such a course of lectures in Cupar, thef
ounty town, which is not far from Kilmeny, but so arrang-g
fing it as never to interfere with his Parochial duties, which,j:
bn account of the smallness of the Parish, were not severe. k'
jThe Presbytery of Cupar, or perhaps the majority of thel§:
IClergy which compose that body, not being much conver-Ji.
geant themslves ip science, and havingno great taste for thellf:
works of nature, found great fault with Dr. Chalmers for hisl-
grhemical exertions, and proceeded so far as to pass a vote
ot censure on his conduct.  Gentle as alamb, Dr. Chal §
jmers possessed that dignity and firmness which always ac-§’
pcompanies sound principle and sincere profession, and cou-J§
peidering this a mark of bigotted ignorance, and such as mightj§f:
Rbe attended with pernicious effects, he appealed to the Sy-f§
Mod, in which the censure was reversed and the PresbyteryQ:
réeprimanded.  Dr. Hill, the Principal of St. Andrews, a manf§-
grvho had long directed the business of the Church in the Ge-§-
neral Assembly, could not help, in his admirable speech onf
Rthis occasion, adverting to the great ignorance, and secula
habits and employments of many of the Clergy, and ex-§
ressing a strong wish that they would sometimes consultf§ 7
. fithe book of nature, as illustrative of that which is revealed
~ Qinstead of censuring and discouraging such studies, whichl§-
Bwere not only very useful, buta necessary pait of the edu-f-
fication of every conscientious Clergyman. .
B - 'I'bis attack of his enemies] which was intended to crushg
ghis rising fame, had a very different effect, for it brought him
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much more into public notice ; and as there did seem to be
something excentric in a Parochial Clergyman giving lec-|§-
tures on a difficult branch of science, the proceedings of the
Presbytery and Synod created a good deal of curiesity. = Asfi
he constitution of the Church of Scotland is not generallyf
known in this country, some account of it may not appea;
useless or improper in this place. The constitution ‘there
consists of Church Sessions, Presbyteries, Provincial Synods,
and General Assemblies. The Session is composed of thel
Minister and Elders of a Paiish, and manages its ecclesias-J§
tical concerns, and takes cognizance of the poor, and of suchj
mopey or funds as ‘may be applicable to their wants. A
Presbytery consists of Ministers of different Parishes, within!
certain bounds, together with a certain number of Elders.
¥ An appeal lies to this Court from the different Sessions:. it}
has ecclesiastical jurisdiction over all the Parishes within its
‘bounds: it licences Preachers, ordains' Ministers, and ma
nages other matters that come before it. A Synod compre
thends the Ministers of a Province, and is composed of severa
Presbyteries; it cotresponds with other Synods, discusses
appeals from Presbytertes within its limits, gives permission
to Presbyteries to take on trial candidates for the holy Minis-
try, and transacts other ecclesiastical business. The Su-J§
preme Ecclesiastical Court is the General Assembly of thell.
whole Church, and is composed of a definitive number ofj
Ministers and Elders, deputed from every Presbytery, andjf
of deputies from the Universities and Royal Burghs, and isjg-
onoured with the presence of the King’s high Commissionerf’
seated on a Throne. o .
. Soon after this difficulty, Mr. Chalmers was sent by hislk
Presbytery to the General Assembly, and there gave the first
public proof of these commanding talents, which have sincelf
raised him so high above most of his cotemporaries. Hisjl"
object was to bring before that body some material objec-Jf
lions to the bill which provided for the augmentation of theff -
stipends of the Clergy of the Church of Scotland. .
- %I have heard of the obloquy which a Clergyman incurs”ffz
Says this intrepid orator, ¢ by his eager pursuit after the ob-Jf’
Jects of temporal ambition, and I know just as much of thatfs
9bloquy as thoroughly to despise it.” 'i‘he sentiments con-J¥
tained in this able speech, respecting the great importancefy
of the independance of the Clergy to the interestsof religion i
Will command the cordial approbation of every liberal: mind.j;
4And if, either by the neglect of the Legislature or by the par-J.
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simony-of their hearers, they are suffered to sink below the
k which they ought to hold in society, whatever be their
personal merit, they can no longer command that respec
TOm a vain, thoughtless, and undiscerning world, which i
decessary to secure attention to their instructions—¢ Many
jnore can see that you are poor, than that you are wise,’
‘Bays Doctor Johnston, and few will reverence the under-
fstanding that is of so little use to its owner. Doctor Chal-
Pmers’ speecn made a deep impression upon the minds of allli-
gvko heard it, but as the members of the Assembly had not
been prepared for its discussion by any previous intimation,
he ‘;ie&:lined pressing the motion, by which it was con-
mided. ) p E W
MBoon after this, Doctor Chalmers published an able and
Iborious work, entitled, % An Enquiry into the extent and
fability of national resources,” which was of great benefi
jin disseminating loyal and sound principles, and encourag-
ging the people to persevere in ‘supporting the Government,
and in bearing without murmuring, the burdens imposed
upon them, from the necessities of the times. In this per-
farmance, some of his theoretic principles are, no doubt,
aaestionable ; but his sincerity, his clearness and richness of}
JRtltustration, and above all, his practical inferences and ad-
gmonitions, deserve the greatest commendation. This pub-
lication added much to his reputation ; it proved him a per-
Bon of solid and intense thinking, often brilliant in his con-
~@ptions, and always liberal and independent. It came out
ikewise, at a very seasonable time, when apprehensions
were entertained by respectable men, that we were unable}

14
1

jio maintain much longer the contest in which we were un-i§ ;¢

ghappily engaged.
4n tgctober, 1812, he preached an excellent sermon be-
fore the Dundee Missionary Society, which indicated a mind
50 powerful and original, as to induce other Societies to so-
icit his assistance at their public meetings. The cause o
Missions had been so frequently pleaded by men of the first
dlents, and appeared to be so beaten, that little new or in-
eresting could be expected on the subject; but Doctorf§
Chalmers gave another proof, that to persons of uncommon§g
attainments, no subject is trite or exhausted, The text 6
this Missionary sermon is, Romans 10th ¢. 17th v. ¢ Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” The
author considers the word of God as read, and the word of
iod as preached, the two' grand instruments 'cmplO}'ﬁd for
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the salvation of men. Neither instrument is to'be dispensed
JWith. If you have hearing without reading, you lay open
Jithe Church to all the corruptions of Popery ; the faith of the
People lies at the mercy of every capricious efement in the
luman character, it fluctuates with the taste and understand-
g of the minister. If you have reading without hearing,
you throw away the benefit of a public ministry, an institu-
Fon sanctioned by the bible, and transmitted to us through
)| the successive ages of the Church, from the very time o
the Apostles, &c. He then proceeds to explain the object
of the Missionary Society, for which he pleads, and in doing
khis, he makes a most powerful appeal to all Christians on
the duty of spreading the Gospel: but it is sufficient of this
Sermon to state, that four editions have been sold, a thing al-
most unprecedented. He was soon after employed to preach
before the Society for the relief of the poor and destitute sick,
in Edinburgh : and in this sermon, which has gone through
wo editions, the great talents of the Preacher are evinced.
His leading object isto discriminate between the benevo
Fence of the world and that of Christianity. The formeris a
principle highly gratifying to our vanity, and to the softer
Passions of our nature: but Christian benevolence is frequent-J§
ly a severe labour ; it requires the greatest efforts of vigilancel
find industry : it will not be satisfied with giving, it demands
action. 1t requires its fricnds not merely to send relief to
the receptacles of misery—to the hospitals of the sick, anc
he putrid lanes of a great city, where poverty dwells in lank
and ragged wretchedness, agonized with pain, faint with
unger, and shivering in a frail and unsheltered tenement ;
but to go and administer relief in their own persons—to add
he voice of tenderness and compassion to their bounty.
BThis is Christian benevolence, which spares no labour, or
latigue, or trouble, or inconvenience, to do good to man-

These different publiéations extended the reputation o
beir author, and paved the way for his removal to Glasgow.

1is merits, as a faithful and able Minister of the Gospel,J

Were tried and known, and n going to a populous city, he
glad a much wider field for his exertious, and, through the
RBivine blessing, might be more useful. ‘ .

.:On leaving Kilmeny, be published an address to bis pa-

hioners, which contains some extraordinary remarks, quite

ERaracteristic of this singular man.  After mentioning m 3

ank, animated, and faitblul manner, the causes which more

i Vor, I - 2K
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immediately led to his removal, he feels his subject moré
land more, and, while he laments the little apparent effi4
cacy of his preaching among them, during the greater ¥a ;
of the twelve years that he remained their Pastor, he lays
much of the blame on himselt, for not adhering more strict4
y to what he considers the Scripture doctrine of the des
pravity of man. ]
“For the greater part of this time, (twelve “years,) §
fcould expatiate on the meanness of dishonesty, on the vil4
flany of falsechood, on the despicable arts of calumny; in 4
word, upon all those deformities of character, which awaker
he natural indignation of the human heart against the pests
and disturbers of human society. - I certainly did press the
reformations of honor, and truth, and integrity, among my
people; but I never once heard ‘of any such reformatioft
aving been effected among them. If there was any thing

at all brought about in this way, it was more than ever K
3ot any account of. I am not sensible that all the vehed
mence with which I urged the virtues and the proprieties
of social life, had the weight of a feather upon the mora}
abits of my parishioners ; it was not till the contemplaf
tions of my people were turned to the great and essential
elements, in the business of a soul providing for its interest!
with God, and the concerns of its eternity, that I ever heard
of any of those subordinate reformations, which I aforetim¢
Pmade the earnest and the zealous, but I am afraid at thé
ame time, the ultimate object of my earlier ministrations.”

(To be continued. )

a
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DISSERTATIONS ox'tuz CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES]
’ N No. 7. |

DIVINITY OF CHRIST.

Mvucr has been lately written on the great excellenes

Fof human reason. It has been considered sufficient for-8M
our wants, and its powers have been magnified in order ¥
frlace it in opposition to religion. The declaimers.in#
favour knew, that they were using the language of exagg®
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ration, but it served to gain them proselytes, and this si-
Qlenced every scruple. Had they been honestly sincers irf
thus exalting reason, they would have hailed every souncd
or avenue, by which it could be instructed or improved, i
Wstead of gratifying that natural arrogance, self-sufficiencipy

fand perverseness, which it so frequently manifests‘whena :
fplying to the most important and interesting inquiries. . -

$ TFrom mistaking the true province of this admirable fa
@culty, for admirable it must always be, when attending tg

Wthings within its competence, it has been called upon tolf

fiudge of the nature, asavell as evidence of religion, and ag
Bt found some doctrines beyond its comprehension, it hag
Wrequently chosen to deny their truth.
@ Now it should be recollected, that many things may'be
above or beyond the power of reason fully to comprehend
Wand explain, which are true in faet; for, of this we hav d
Snumberless‘instances around us. It knows not the naturd
Por essential properties either of spirit or of matter, althoughf
Bwe know that they exist : it comprehends not the nature ¢
Wthe soul, or that of its union with the body. Even in matterd
Weeemingly more familiar, we are equally ignoraut. What
s heat and cold? How did we get life? what power
Peupports it 7 How do our limbs instantly obey our will #
@How does our food nourish the body ? Reason can givel
3o answer. Why then should we be offended at meeting
Wwith some difficulties in the Holy Scriptures ? E
P The province of reason, when apphed to the knowledge
of Divine trath, appears therefore to have been greatly
isunderstood. Here it expected to explain every thing
or to reject; as fallacious, what it cannot explain.  What
Brresumption! When directed to religious truth, its busi-
Boess is to consider and ascertain the truth of the evidences
‘4of- a divine revelation ; to examine the proper and obvious
Fheaning of Scripture; to wei h the different parts one with
another; to deduce proper inferences, and to guard against
ontradictions and false conclusions. But it is not the pro:
ce of reason to determine the extent and firmuess of ouf
belief by our capacity to comprehend the whole nature
of the object revealed. In fine, it judges of -the certainty
i the revelation, but not of its nature. Kept within these
imits, reason may, with great propriety, be deemed a light
&om heaven; but when it overleaps them, it becomes, as!
- §Sayle justly remarks, a principle of destruction, not of edi:

i
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Rfication, and serves only to form doubts, and to make ma }
fseusible of his darkness and imbecility. k
B What is beyond a doubt, and what it chiefly concerns us
- -4lito decide, is, that the doctrines of revelation are all agrees
3 a,ble to reason; for, reason tells us, that it is just and proz
gper to believe whatever God teaches, and, that when wé
Jhave sufficient evidence that God has made such and such
3 revelation, we are not then to listen to reason when shé
dlopposes this revelation. With this necessary precautio
et us inquire, . :
1st—How far the evidence of Scripture supports the)
doctrine of the Son’s equality with the Father;
iR . 2d—What proofs of his Divinity reason can deduce fro it
:Jihis visible appearance upon earth. 1
J} 1st—The names Lord, God, Jehovah, are actually given
‘fto Christ : « Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; the
Sceptre of thy Kingdom is a right Sceptre.” These words
are quoted from the Psalms, by St. Paul, in writing to the
Hebrews, and applied to Christ when declaring his transceny
dant dignity. In speaking of the Messiah, the Prophet
Isaiah calls him Immanuel, (God with us,) and the same Prod
het declares, that his name shall be’ called wonderfu;
%ounsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace. The title of Lord, is given to Christ, by
the Prophet Zacharias; « And thou, child, (John the Baps
Btist,) shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest ; for thon!
Jshalt go before the face of the Lord, to prepare his ways.
- Jjto give knowledge of Salvation to his people by the remis:
- Rsion of their sins, through the tender mercy of God.”
Jesus is foretold and described as Jehovah. in the fol
lowing passage : “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zions
Hfor, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, sai
“gthe Lord, (or Jehovah,) and: many nations shall be joine}i
" [kto the Lovd in that day, and shall be my people; and ;
twill dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that
gthe Lord of Hosts hath sent me unto thce.” The persop
Awho 18 sent is called Lord or Jehovah, as well as the pep
- Bson who sends; and who was sent and dwelt among b
- Bpeople, but the Incarnate Word ? - ]
The Angel Gabriel announces the birth of St. John ﬂg
. fBaptist, in these words, « Many of the Children of Isra
- [fehall he tarn to the Lord their God, and he shall go befor$
~jhim in the spirit and power of Elias.” C %
The Apostle St. Thomas, from a full conviction of Chrlst;g




‘WDivinity, cries out, “My Lord, and my God.” Had our
- MSaviour thought this.acknowledgement too high, he would] b
:finot ouly have disclaimed it, but reproved St. Thomas forll
Susing such language. . : , e
B« Take heed,” said St. Paul to the Elders at Ephesus@¥
‘ unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which thg
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the Churcig
“Bof God, which he hath purchased with his own blood, -
Here we find that the Mediator is the Supreme God. R
@ The same Apostle, speaking to the Romans of the privicl
¢@leges of the Israclites, saith, « Whose are the Fathers, and§g
fot whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who s
over all, God blessed for ever.” «Great is the mystery o
vodliness,” saith St. Paul to Timothy, “ God was manifestl}
in the flesh ;7 that 1s, God assumed our human nature, andlf
:Mappeared upon earth. Many other passages might bé
s@quoted, to prove that all the names. of God are given to
B esus Christ, in the most full and unlimited manner; buk
“Bihese are sufficient; and we proceed to show, that all t £
Woerfections of God are attributed to the Lord Jesugl
hrist. B
Our Lord, in a conference with the Jews, saith, « beforé
Abraham was, I am;” a mode of expression used by the
Most High, when revealing himself to Moses. In his solemp
prayer to the Father, Christ says, « Glorify thou me-with
thiine own self; with the Glory which I had with thee be-}
#Rfore the world was.” Here then we have the perfection of
¢ BEternity, not merely attributed to Christ, but assumed
£fhim, by which he is placed above angels and spirits o
men, which had a beginning, having been created by
:BGod.
B In the words, « Wherever two or three are gathered to-§
%ether in my name, there I am in the midst of them, to
less them and do them good,” our Lord evidently implies
% Jfhis own omnipresence. He is present in all the meetin :
3 Bof. his people, throughout the Christian world, and he 11
{ Ppresent in heaven, with all the angels and saints.—« 1 am
1 fhn the midst of you,” are words of great encouragement tp

& JAnd to the same purpose, when he directed the Apostles
 @to preach the Gospel, and to baptise in his name, equall
& Bas in thateof the Father, he adds, « Lo, I am with you a{-
Wags, even unto the end of the world.” ‘
ur Lord’s omniscience is proved by many passages of

1l Christians to assemble themselves together in his named
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Scripture.  « Jesus did not commit himself to them; be-
pause he knew all men, and needed not that any should
estify of man for he knew what was in man.” «Now we
are sure,” saith the Disciples, «that thou knowest all
things.” The very nature of Christ’s character proves hi
omniscience; for how can he otherwise hear, and. present
o his Father, the prayers of all his people? It were
equally easy to show, that omnipotence and unchangeable-
nesg are attributed to Christ in the Scriptures, but they
hré easily deduced from the perfections already proved to
jbelong to him. ;
. _These perfections are denominated the natural attributes
of the Deity; but, the moral perfections are likewise attri-
puted to Christ in Scripture, in the same language that
they are applied to the Father. Our Saviour is described
as perfectly just and righteous, perfectly holy, and per:|
Jiectly true; righteousness is said to be the girdle of his
loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins; and the Lord:
is said to be well pleased, for his righteousness sake.—J
gChrist is not only true in all his declarations, but is truth:
itself. He is the truth and the life. , ,
4 Our Lord is likewise possessed of infinite goodness, for
whatever goodness there is displayed in creating and pres

’; 'rvir:xg the world, that goodness belongs to Christ; for hé|

is said to have created all things. And in the glorious
Pscheme of the Redemption, the goodness of the Father, in
sending his .only begotten Son into the world, is equalled
Jby Christ, in cheerfully undertaking this precious work.—
‘The love of both Father and Son, in reconciling the world;
s represented in Scripture as inconceivable. L
- Thus it appears, that the moral perfections of the Deity,§
Bjustice, holiness, truth, and goodness, are attributed to
JChrist, in the same comprehensive terms that they, are to
e Father, and we have already shewn, that the attributesfl.
of eternity, omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence, and
mutability, belong to him, in-the same manner as they
belong to the Father; we are therefure justified by the
language of revelation, in acknowledging him Divine.
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To the Editor of the Christian Recorder,

IR,

. The following is extracted from the Youth’s Mag;dzin“’ |

and may not be improperly admitted into the Recorder. |

ours, . |
. A SUBSCRIBER.

L2 L d

BURNING THE BIBLE.

A SocTy of gentlemen, most of whom had enjoyed a
liberal education, and were persons of polished manners

tbut had unbappily imbibed infidel principles, used to asJi
gsemble at each others houses, for the purpose of ridiculing
tthe Scriptures, and bardening one another in their unbe g
Blief At last they unanimously formed a resolution to burnf

the Bible, and so to be troubled no more with a book whic]
was so hostile to their principles, and disquieting to thei

consciences. The-day fixed upon arrived ; a large fire wasjl
k grepared; a Bible was laid on the table, and a flowingl
‘@bowl ready todrink its dirge. For the execution of thei

lan, they fixed upon a young gentleman of high birth, bril-
iant vivacity, and elegance of manners. He undertook the

: task, and, after a few enlivening glasses, amidst the ap-@
g plauses of his jovial companions, he approached the table;

took up the Bible, and was walking leisurely forward to

grut it into the fire; but, happening to give ita look, all a
gonce he was seized with a trembling: paleness overspread
¥his countenance, and he seemed convulsed. He returned
§to thetable, and laying down the Bible, said, with a strongll
Jasseveration, « We will not burn that book till we get aff
better.!

Soon after this, the same gay young gentleman died, and '

on his death-bed was led to true repentance, deriving un

Jshaken hopes of“forgiveness and of future blessedness fromilf
Fthat book which he was once going to. burn. He found il
ndeed, the best book, not only for a living but a dying hour¥g

1 _ In thanKing our correspondent for sending this extractll
g'rom the Youth’s Magazine, we solicit a repetition of hid
@'evours, when, in the course of his reading, he meets withil
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passages that forcibly strike him: and were others who sub- 4
@cribe for the Recorder, o do the same,’ our pages wouldjig
g|oecome more agreeable and jnstructive.~ - ~ ;
It is however to be hoped that this gtory is singular, ané
has no parallel in history. Much pains were taken to poi-f
Son thewhipds of: the young, during the first years of thel
B rench revolution ; ‘but it was soon discovered that nocreasgi
vare is so cruel as man, when freed from the restraints of re-Ji
igion. Even some of the greatest innovators, were forced tofl
ckriowledge that they had done foolishly in destroying thefl
salutary iuﬁuence which Christianity possessed over thejl
gninds of the people. But,such is the excellence of the Gos-Jg

Pel, its love of tranquillity and peace, its anxiety to incul{
Cate patience, resignation and forbearance, and to-give ho-§f
prour to whom honour is due, that the turbulent- can look forfle
¥ro success to their levelling plans, till the minds of the peo-Jif
ple are corrupted. We shall take an early opportunity o
greturning to this subject; and in the mean time, we may re-
imark, for our comfort, that the attention at present bestow-fi
bed on the religious and moral instruction of youth, moreji
effectually counteracts the schemes of infidelity, than mil 4
fions of armed men. Every person who has attended toll§
the great importance of early habits, and how powerfully
tthe principles instilled into the young mind, influence thefle
conduct of the man, must be fully convinced that the chiefjg
ncern of évery friend of the Gospel should be directed
gto “the instruction of the rising generation; for thisis tof

eradicate the poison from the moral constitution, and HjE
persevered in, will gradually produce that reformation inf -
ociety which all good men are so desirous of beholding. J¥
" To promote the religious education of children, is tof
promote the greatest of all charities; for if we look at thef
umerous institutions which have been reared by the hand§.
@of benevolence, they will in general be found rather to at
tempt the cure of existing evils, than to remove the sourcef
gfrom whence they spring. The great exertions now makingllf
JRto disseminate evangelical truth, clearly proves that everyjk
Rattack upon Christianity, ends in extending its influence
and the proverb, that the blood of the Martyrs is the secGi
of the Church, is no less true at present ' than during thej
WWfirst persecutions; for, the attempts that have heen madege
#to disseminate infidel opinions, have roused the friends o'
Wieligion; Societies for distributing the Scriptures”
¢en formed, and for preaching the Gospel; and-a degf®
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Boi 'zea!;?'terhpered with prudence, exerted beyond that of
ny former age. - ’

- When the minds of young persons are déeply impressed
Riwith the traths of revelation, they cannot fail of imbibing
ht the same time, an affection for the sacréd book in which
they are recorded : the only book that pretends to poing
~ Pout the connexion of the present world with that which ig
Bio come; which lays open the counsels of God; the desyg
Rtiny of men; the value of his present life, and of hidlk
prospects ‘beyond the grave. The more they read, the
more they reverence and admire it, as communicatin’%t
them the most sublime and important information. The
glorious perfections of the Divinity, and his unspeakablel
Tove for the human race; the mission of our Redeemer; his
life and sufferings, death, resurrection, and ascension, are
Bl truths calculated to arrest the notice of the youthful
mind, and to give it sentiments and conceptions capable of
aising it above earthly things. And after such instruction;
there is much less room for apprehending any falling away 4
Bome may stray, but the great majority will, through the
Divine blessing, hold fast their profession.
" There is, in fine, no labour of love superior to that of
permitting and encouraging little children to come to Christ;
the candour and simplicity of their infant minds, accord
most completely with the truths to be taught them, and we
have a sure warrant for believing, that those who are pious
in the first stage of life, will not become wicked as they ap-
_ Boroach the grave. “ Remember thy Creator in the days of

thy youth, and when thou art old thou wilt not depart fron
thim.” C
- The Scripture affords great encouragement to parents to|
bring up their children in the fear and nurture of the Lord,
and to all Christians, to support, with thf:ll' utmost strength,
Sunday Schools for the religious instruction of children, and
ll other institutions which tend to disseminate the truths
Of the Gospel. '~

—

THE DANGER OF DEPENDING ON RELIGIOUS IMPRESSIONS. -
(Contwnued from page 176.) ”‘

' Phirdly—Divine faith will have nothing as its immediaté
ﬁ ct but the written word; whereas, as was hinted, such

L 2 L
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{cbimerical faith will. rest upon the impression of what they§
Jdo not so much as know to be the Lord’s*word.

s B Fourthly.—Divine faitK stands not in the wisdom of

Pout in the power of God; but a faith that hath impression:

for its object, stands in the wisdom of the author o such imy
pressions, whe, I am afraid, is, for the most part, an evil
flesigning spirit, whe, finding other methods unsuccessful
will thus transform himself into an.angel of light, if, by

« Bkuch means, he may gild over his infernal pills, that they

ay pass unobserved. And it might perhaps be even safej
o aflirm, that this mysterious deceit is one of the strongest
pillars of Satan’s kingdom in this world. He loves to be wor-
phipped ; and when any impression, of which he is the aud
ghor, ssrested in, he gets his desire, and effectually gains
115 enda.
. I shall only mention, fifikly, That whereas divine faitk
\ ill be exercised about, and rest on a bare promise, with
out the least sensible manifestation, or even without reason
itself; as in the case of Abram,) to supportit; this other
Rkind of faith extinguishes with the impression. And no won-
geler it fail, when the foundations are destroyed. :
& However, I am far from doubting that the heirs of the
gerace of life have often scriptures impressed upon theirf
iminds, and are happily enabled at the same time to make
a a scriptural improvement of them, by receiving, believing
rejoicing, and resting in the scripture impressed ; not at al}
gPecause it is impressed, but because it is a part of the Lord'sj§
niind as delivered to us in his written word, the only full,
Promplete, and perfeci rule of our faith and manners. 1
§ Another branch of our conversation was, upon that of get:
gng scripture-promises impressed in the behalf-of others;
which, I must confess, I see no ground to regard at all
grnowing no shadow of foundation for it in the scriptures o
truth; and ifit is not founded upon, as well as agreeable to
the Iqw and the testimony, I would abhor the error, and
treat 1t as it deserves. ]gut this ( as it appears to me at
Jcast) is altogether contrary to the Bible, introducing nev
Frevelations, and thence laying a fonndation for belieying
Jlies; a practice absolutely cursed by the Holy Ghost, Re¥
pxit. 18.  And who dare bless where Jehovah has pronoun
ficed his anathema ?
That believing promises for another, or for future events
gof any kind, is an addition to the canon that is completd
o all its parts, will appear upon the least reflection :. F:#4







state or case of another, though it is often pretended. . Withli
how much justice, I leave you to determine, can we imagine
at a person has any warrant from the word of God to beff
lieve one absolute new covenant promise for another ; andl
[ience rest assured that such a one is, or shall be brought
within the bond of the covenant. If this cannot be suppos
ed, then, of conscience, such faith is founded upon a new
revelation, and is therefore false and delusive.

It is just the same with respect to one’s particular case or
circumstance, when striptures are impressed on the mind o
pnother about it, and they from thence draw peremptory

onclusions, that the Lord will do so and so in their behalf
ges, such lengths have Iknown some go, that they said
Whey were as sure of such a promise being accomplished tc
Buch a person, as they were of their own salvation. Now¥
Il the foundation of this particular faith in the behalf of others
Is not laid in the Bible, should not we reject it with abhor
rence, and brand the delusion with eternal infamy ?

But that it really has no such foundation, will appear fro
the very call to believe, as well as from the promise or testi
mony to be believed. 1st, From the call :—It is particularly
pddressed to every one for themselves, «[f any man thirst
fet him come unto me and drink ;” and, “ Whosoever will,
flet him take of the water of life freely,” John, vii. 37. Rev.
xxii. 17. Whence, as from many other passages, it is evi-
flent, that a person is not called {o believe that another mna
have life, but that he himself may be saved. And thus the
prowise runs in the same channel, John, vii. 38. “ He tha
believeth on me, oat of his belly shall flow rivers of livingli
pvaters ;7 where we see the blessing promised does not ex
fend to another person. 2dly, The whole new covenant

@phromises, whether as made to all who hear the Gospel for the
bedience of faith, or to believers themselves in a suitabled
hess to their needs, are addressed in the same particula
manner ; as Ezek. xxxvi. 25.  “[ will sprinkle clean waterf§
qupon you, and you shall be clean,” &c. where you see it 3
gharticular as words can make it; or, in [saiah, 1. x. « Who
35 among you that feareth the Lord ? &c. let him trust in th e
name of the Lord, and stay himself upon his God.” It
givhich the Holy Ghost does not say, let another trust in (b
mame of the Lord upon his account, but let him do it, and

Rhat for himsclf. ’ 5

- Now, is it not being wise above what is wrilien, to extend

Fhe promise beyoud the limits set by lufinite Wisdom ? and

5




Religious Impressions.

heeing this is the case, it would be horrid blasphemy to sup§§
pose, that the Holy-Ghost, in operation, would act incon4g-.
istent with that word of which he is the author.  And there-ff
fore it is evident, that the author of such faith must bell
another spirit than he who is the author of the word § foll
yod will be true, though every man be a liar. And:if thidl
practice is unwarrantable in itself, so it s no less dangerousilt
hn its consequences ; as it tends to lead the person on whosel
mind such impression is made, to misinterpret and wiest theg
crigtures, imagining the Lord to say this or that to them &
to be applied to whose case or circumstance they pleasef:
And then, if the person on whose behalf these imnpressions
were believed, comes to know that such an one, whom theyR
think to be a saint, gets such discoveries from the Lord con-g
cerning them, they are ready to rest in this, and so comé
short of the real personal and particular application of the]
promise for themselves ; a rock on which, 1 doubt not, many§
have split, and on which your worthless correspond‘nt had§'
well nigh perished. . ¥
From all this, I by no means infer, that a person shouldf
ot pray for, and thus do good to all, and especially to the@
household of faith; but as this is to be done with the great-§
est singleness and love, so with the utmost caution and re-§f
signation, not pretending on the one hand to loose themselvass
from a duty so incumbent, nor on the other to determinelg
what is only the Lord’s prerogative to know. If it was notl
or the disciples with whom Jesus tabernacled in person, to f
know the times and seasons, it would be presumptuous foig
us to pretend the knowledge of future events. But vain
' aln would be wise, and seeking to be iwise, becomes g
Riool. ,
_1t is true, there may be some circamstances that giveg
eround of encouragement to them who are concerned onf
account of others, such as spiritual enlargement ; the workg'
of the Holy Ghost on their souls, hearty concern, and the 9
like. But these things are no foundation to draw absolutgl
onclusions from, for they may all.concur, when the Lordg
Pdoes not intend to bestow the blessing sought for anothergg
PFrom all which it would appear, that pray for others welf
Pought, though believe for them we can by no means. Yromg
the whole, my dear friend, it Is evident, that a great deal off.
Bwhat is reckonced true practical religion in our day, wheng.
weighed in the balance of the sanctuary, will be found want-§
ng. O what a dreadful mistake, net to be acquaitted withl:

. 2
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'he Mortaly of Man.

patan's devices! who knows so very well how to lessen ourfli
psteem of the divine testimony, by cloathing his own hellish
jmpressions upon our minds with the words of the Holyll
Kihost ; and thus driving numbers of benighted souls to thell§
it with a lie in their right hand, and causing many, evenlf
bf the vessels of mercy, to dishonour their God and Saviour,
i 2 manner that passes without observation,— ;

THE MORTALITY OF MAN,

A SPUR TO DILIGENCE.

- It is calculated that the earth is inhabited by aboutff
BOne Thousand Millions of men, and that 33 years make alf
Pzeneration ; it follows then that in that space of time, (338
years,) a Thousand Millions of men die. Therefore, thelf

umber of men who die on the earth amounts 3
- Each year to 30,000,000

Each day to 86,400
Each hour to 3,600
Each minute to 60

Each second to 1* g
i This calculation is very striking! If the mortality be soff
great each year, and even each day; is it not very probableff
phat I myself may soon be one that shall increase the billsf
‘5 morta{ity! At least it is certain, that this considerationf

phould lead me every hour to make the most serious reflec-f

Bons. At this very moment one of my fellow-creatures hasj
Heparted from this world ; and before an hour has elapsed J8
fore than 3000 souls shall have entered into eternity!
What a motive to induce us to think often and seriously
jipon death.t N
f And, may we not add, what a motive to religious dili-J¢

gence ; not only to promote our own salvation, but that of 1

* Might not this little bill of mortality be committed to the memories-©
pur young people with advantuge ? -

¥ 1 Reflections on the Works of God in Nature and Providence, by SturmJ
or. A. Clarke, Editor, vol. ii. page 54. g
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others! If 30-millions die in-a year, and more than 2¢

illions of them be Heathens and Mahometans, su T
becomes us to rouse ourselves to activity ‘in the userz?all :
proper means, that the words of eternal life may be senl
to them all. :

‘Reader ! What are vou doing toward this great object {&
If nothing, begin to-day : if something, double your diligence §
Remember, 60 are dying every minute—3000 every hour—§.

86,000 every day. Is there then any time for trifling?

ppay. : CONSCIENCE.

THE HISTORY OF LUCY CLARE.
(Continued from page 237.)

" How would she tell me of pious men and women of old 'f§-
Df those who through faith had subdued kingdoms, wrought|§.
kichteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths offl§
ions, quenched the viotence of fire, escaped the edge of thelf
Sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant inj§-
%lht, turned to flight the armies of the aliens; of those, also, &
who were stoned, were sawn asunder, were tempted, werel§-
ain with the sword ; wandered about in sheep-skins and@-
Boat-skins ; being destitute, afflicted, tormented ; (of whom@
he world was not worthy ;) who wandered in deserts, andi
fn mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. Hebrewsl
&i. 33,—38. These tales used to make my heart burn with-J
#n me : but when she endeavoured to describe the mira-§
fulous manner in which God was manifest i the flesh, jus-
ftified in the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,§
believed on in the world, received up into glory. 1 Tim. iii.
16. when she unfolded the wonderful means by which mercy
Bnd truth have met together ; justice and peace have kissedff
Bach other ; Psalm Ixxxv. 10. my heart, by the graceofff.
¥iod, was so much touched with views of the Redeemer's@:
Wve, as to cause me not unseldom to break out into tears.
:-When 1 was about eight years of age, I went every day, &'
With my cousin James, (» a small school, which was thenl'
kept in the village about two miles from tﬂis place. As well
Walked along, | remember now with pleasure, that I usedf§
P répeat to him many of those good things which I heardf

"
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rom my mother; for he had not enjoyed the advantages;
jvhich my gracious God had bestowed on me.

His mother was a well meaning woman; but her under-
Btanding was weak, and she scarcely ever restrained her
Fon, allowing him to have his own way in every thing:
which false kindness proved, indeed, to be a bitter cruelty
fto him. Our dear James, whose memory ¥ must always

love, was not, indeed, worse disposed than other children ;
but his temper, which was by nature fiery, scarcely ever be-
ing curbed, daily became more impetuous, and laid the|
foundation of those sorrows which embittered all his after
life. With what truth does the wise man say, Correct thy,
fson, and he shall give thee rest! Proverbs xxix. 17. His
anger was, indeed, soon over; but, alas! how greatly may
we offend God, in a moment of passion, and cut off all our
hopes of happiness on this side the grave.

Ie often hearkened with delight to me, when, as we
walked through the woods and meadows to school, I repeat-
ed to him, as well as I was able, such of the pious lessons }

ad received from ‘my mother, as my young mind could
Bretain. He would hearken to me, and be influenced by me;
Bwhen he would receive control from no other person; hé
as seldom otherwise than kind and gentle to me; and fo
my sake he would often check his angry passions; yet his;
hot and hasty manner frequently gave me pain. , :

We had each a garden upon the rock ; the flowers from,
James’s garden were always brought as a present to me, and
Jhe was proud to see me wear them. He had one year nursed
with care, in a sunny spot, a root of most sweet violets;
ghoping that he should have some to give me on my birth-
Pday, on which day I should be thirteen years of age. On
the morning of my birth-day, he led me to his garden, anc
stooping to pluck the violets which lay hid beneath the
goreen leaves, he found that they had not (as he had hoped
they would have done) unfolded their purple blossoms
I'The colour rose in his cheek, and in his anger he plucke®
up the root, and tore it in a thousand pieces. “ Ah! } ames, |
[ said, “what have you done? A mischief that you neverg
never can undo. Remember what the old song says: !

For violets pluck’d, the sweetest showers
Can née’er make grow again.”

“Why do you look vexed, my dear Lucy ? said he, bé3
oming gentle in a moment. * It was because the V9%
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ets Wwere not ready for you, ofi your birth-day, that I wasi
ko' angry.” L
.. Ah ! said I, ¢ perhaps in some {ime to come, you wilk
iave greater reason than you have now, to be sorry forlR
Biese fits of passion. But if you lave me, my dear James,j§
Bemember this, that in a moment of anger or haste, Sull
Phny pluck up your happiness, as you have now plucked up
Jhis flower, and wish in vain, as you perhaps now do, thas
ft would bud and bloom again.” N
F' Seeing a tear come into my eye, he seemed much dis-J§
ressed, and lifting up his hands and eyes to heave, he
prayed to God, thathe would grant him his help to subdue
his angry passions.

. N

It was about three years after that time, that my dearff
James asked my mother, if she would grant him permissionl§
ko make me his wife. : N

I well remember, that she answered, witha smile, « Youlf
are yet too young, my dear boy, to think of choosing alf
- Bife; butif, at the age of twenty, youstill continue to loveg
my daughter, I shall not object to her becoming your wife '
But in the mean time,” added she, “you must pray Aforlg
frace to control your sinful passions, and to grow in thel@
Blove and fear of God: and then, my son, you need noll¥
Foubt but that I shall prefer you for the husband of my

aughter, to all other men; or I love you, not only forfll
Your parents’ sake, but also for your own sake, for I havell
Fcnown you from your earliest days, L have rocked you inf¥
vour cradle, and carried you in my arms, and I know tha
®you have a sincere love for my daughter.”
§ Jamessmiled, and thanked her for all her kindness, more
g¢specially for this lastact of love, more valuable to him, asg
- 3he was pleased to say, than any other. He raised hia eyes
§to heaven, and solemnly protested, that he would endeaff
grour to deserve the happiness which was laid up in store
Zorhim. Yet he would fain have persuaded my mother, to
Jhave shortened the time of his trial, and to let us be mar-
fied immediately. While this discourse passed, I sat by]
. &y mother, with my distaff in my hand, but spoke not one
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Many happy months followed this day : my beloved Jamesfik
rom that tine considered me as his future wife, and gavell
e every proof that he loved me most sincerely.  Yet hej
Jhowed not his regard by vain and flattering speeches, o
hy any idle discourse, but treated me with respect, ever
when he was most cheerful.  And he did this, 1 hope, not
pnly to please me, but because he considered that. purity o
heart is necessary to real happiness,- both here and hereaf:
ter; for, as the Lord Jesus Christ says, blessed are the pure,
n heart, for they shall see God. Mauit. v. 8. We never fail
ed to go to church twice every Sunday; and on a week day

hen our daily work was done, he would read the Bible to
s, while I was busied with my spinning-wheel.

On a Sunday evening, we sometimes took most pleasant}
walks among the woods, upon the hills, and in the meadows
by the riverside; talking of holy and heavenly things, of
~Jthe days when we should be old, and when we should look
hack upon our youth, and remember with sorrow all ou
aults, our vanities, and follies, but call to mind,, with de
light, those hours when we have been enabled to walk as
n the presence of God: we wished so to number our days
that we might apply our hearts to wisdom. Psalm xc. 12.
O! wherefore should young men and women, when they
meet together, think that they prove their love for each
other, by vain, if not wicked, discourse ? W hy should the
forget these words of the Holy Bible ? Let no corrupt com-
faunication proceed out of your meuth, but that which is
good to edify, that it may minister grace unto the hearers,
and grieve not the Holy Spirit. Ephes. iv. 29, 30.

Why should immortal beings forget that they are immor
al, and thiuk and discourse only of the corrupt things of
his world? I thank my God, that, through his grace, K

ever, by suffering any vain or light discourse, misled and]
injured the immortal soul of the dear companion of m}
Rearly happy days.
| But I'run too much into length; it is sufficient to say
fithat my days passed most pleasantly away, till my cousifj

§/ames had nearly completed his twentieth year. = I knevl
no other sorrow but the death of my aunt; and now. and
Phen was grieved to find, that James had not conquereq
Pthe impatience of his temper. ]
# For, sometimes he would fancy that T did net love him¢
g@but liked some other person better than himself; and ther
e vowed, that he would leave his country, and go beyon4
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oa, and never would return again: and sometimes he wouldj§
Bhew undue anger agaist poor William, the old man, wholf
iad been his mother’s servant, and now took charge of his
house, and helped him to manage the little farm. S
But, as he soon forgot his anger, and always was sorrylk:
or it when it was over, and as he seemed really desirous toff
become in all respects a real Christian, I hoped that,§f
through divine grace, he would, in time, be enabled to con-§§
quer his fiery temper, and that he would at length becomel
pll that we could wish him to be. '
. About this time, the old miller that lived by the river sidelf
died, and there came from the town of Worcester anotherff
man, who took the mill. He was a rich man, and bore nog
1l character; but he had one daughter, whom he loved to%
ho foolish a degree, that he denied her nothing that shelf
ished for. She had lost her mother in very early days
and having had no one to restrain her, when she lived inj
he town, she had spent her time in dressing herself gaily,J&
looking out of the windows, and walking in the streetsJ¥
And now that she came to live in the country, while her fa-
her was busied in the mill, she went from house to housel
possipping and talking with her neighbours in the village;
hor did she follow the good example which her father se
her, of giving away what she could spare to the poor; fo
her father was by no means a hard man. But, perhaps I
do wrong in speaking thus ill of her! God forbid, that [
should glory over poor Sally Page, or think myself betterfi
t l3alx she was; for who made me to differ from another? 1@
or. iv. 7. i
On the Sunday morning after Miller Page came into_our
barish, James and I went together to church. It was Mid
bummer, and the day was fine. James gathered some wild
roses in the church lane, as we passed.

(To be continued.)
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COMMON PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY.

uxiliary New-York Bible and Com- Common Prayer Book Society” held

: mon. Prayer Book Society. its annual meeting in Trinity Church |8

‘Pursuant to public notice, the on Monday eveuing, January 25
‘Auxiliary New-York Bible and 1819.
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:; The annual Report of the Society

Whereupon, on motion, Resolred una-
pumously, that the Report be ac-
cepted.

THIRD ANNUAL REPORT.

- On presenting the .third annual
Report to the Auxiliary New-Yerk
Bible and Common Prayer Book So-
iety, the Managers feel it incumbent
pon them, first, to acknowledge the
divine blessing upon their exertions,
d to express their sense of gratitude
for the prosperity, which, under Pro-
idence, has attended the labours of
he past year.
| In the infant state of the Society.
t became the duty of the Managers
to reflect upon the several methods
of accomplishing their objects. Re-
peated and matured deliberations de-
termined the course to be pursued.
The smallness of their funds pre-
luded the purchase of stereotype
ates of the Bible : stereotype copies
of it were to be had at a moderate
price, while the Book of Common
Prayer had not yet been stereotyped
o this city. The copies of the Prayer
ook which were obtained during the
fest year of the Society’s operations,
g vere. disadvantageously circulated ;
as they were found, relatively speak-
ing, to cxceed greatly the price of
stereotyped works.  With due con-
sideration, therefore, to the useful-
1ess of the Society, and the economy
ind increase of its funds, in accom-
lishing its two-fold object, viz. the
‘nore genersl circulation of the Bible,
and also of the Book of Common
Jrayer, they resolved to possess
themsclves of stereotype plates of
e Prayer Book,  Since that time,
the Mavagers have reason to helieve,
that a a simi‘ar advantage to the So-
siety, from an improvement in the
econony and increase of iis funds,
would attend the possession of stereo-
8 vpe plates of the Bible alsn. 'T'he
nad long contempited and ardently
wi-hed to procure thein ; their funds,

eport of the Auzshary New-Yor,

was read by Dr. John Watts, Jjunior ;

e

however, still remained inadequate (8-
the object, and they did not teel them#
selves authorised to withdraw abyjl
part of the money then employed 19
circulating the Book of Common
Prayer. The necessity of an appealflf
to the members of the Church wa
urged, and the result has fully justi
fied the appeal. ,
By the bounty of individuals, emu- ]
lating each other in their patronage o
the Society, the Managers have beenli
enabled to conclude a contract for 3
set of stereotype plates of the Holy
Scriptures in duodecimo ; to be com
g}eted by the month of July next
he type and convenient size of the
volume adapt it to almost every age]
ahd condition of life, and render il
appropriate for the school, the closet}
and the Church, Directions havél
been given to commence the execud
tion of the plates with the New Tes:
tament, so as to enable the Society to
furnish an edition of that part of the]
boly volume, for the use of schools,
and of such persons and societies as
may desire to haveit, in a cheap and|
convenient form. These plates wil
be finished in the course of five or
six weeks, and shortly thereafter the
New Testaments wiil be ready for
delivery. By this arrangement thé
ability and usefulness of the Society
have been consulted and enlarged;
and an additional evidence is given of]
the unceasing desire of its members
to aid in distributing the word of lifes
"The list of subscribers to this wo :
of Christian charity will be published
as soon as the subscriptions are cow
pleted.  Eighteen hundred dollar#
have already been collected and paid}
by the Munagers on account of thosé
plites—tive hundred dollars mor§
will become due on the final deliveriil
of them to the Society. For this SUIR
the Manngers have made themselveif
responsible, in full confidence that ¥
will "be subscribed by those td
whem application has not yet been
wade.
By an zrrangement made the 128
year with Messrs. Kirk & Merceif

for the printigg and sale of the ReoM
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of Common Prayer, a great reduction
f its Price was obtained, with a view
o the benefit and increase of that de-
nomination of Christians throughout
he United States, whose wants, in-
erests, and religious feelings could
not be separated from those of the
Bame persuasion in this State. Inre-
linquishing al profit arising from the
aale of the Prayer Book ; in surren-
‘Wdering this source of revenue, and
Wthus diminishing the number and ex-
ent of their own immediate distribu-
Rtions, the Managers it is believed have
Wereatly extended the circulation of the
ABook of Common Prayer. The plea-
sure and credit of being themselves
he public instruments of spreading
it, co-extensively with the funds that
Mmight be.derived from the loan of
their stereotype plates in this cily,
was superseded by the paramount
duty of rendering the Book of Com-
mon Prayer accessible to every Epis-
.Jcopalian throughout the Union, either
“Siby gratuity, ar by cheapness of price,
s might best comport with the feel-
:Mlings or ability of individuals. The
“Roperation of this plan, in relation to
the price of the book, has realized
he expectations of the Managers.
.Jlnstead of a diminution of the sales of
-Jbooksellers, they have witnessed an
“‘Funexampled demand for the Book of
$Commeon Prayer :—in addition to the
humber circulated in the name of the
Bociety, it is believed that twenty
housand copies have been sold in
his city, and that the amount of sales
of the Prayer Boek during the last
year is wholly unprecedented. The
nterests of individuals have been
made subservient to the worship of
he Church, and the hoinage of pri-
vate sacrifice is paid to the public dis-
emination of the truths of Chris-
Ranity,
The Managers would call the at-
“Jention of the members to the ani-
“Jmating reflection that is derived {rom
.3 retrospect of the few years that
ave elapsed since the organization
of the Soctety, in 1816. ‘I'he copies
of the Book of Common Prayer, cir-
Culated during the first your of its

‘,

Tuyer Bouwk dygiely. YAE,
operations, were: printed with the
ordinary type, and cost the Society
forty-seven cents a copy. In 1817
they procured the first setgf stereo
type plates* of the Prayer Book iel
this city, and, perhaps, the only sef
at that time in this country : by mean
of it, there was an immediatereducd
tion of ten cents a copy in the priced
of the book ; and in 1818, a furthey
reduction of seven and a half cents
was obtained. Socicties and indivi-
duals, who wish supplies of Praye
Books for gratuitous distribution, are
furnished at the rate of thirty cents
per copy, the exact cost of the book
to this Society. A neat, well bound
copy of the Book of Common Prayer.
may now be purchased at retail for
thirty-seven and a half cents, which;
at the formation ef the . Auxiliai¥
New-York Bible and Comimon Prayey
Book Society, could not be had,
equal good type, paper, and hind
for less than seventy-five cents.
the short space of two years, five o
six sets of stereotype plates have
been made of the Book of Common
Prayer ; three of them may be said
to be in constant use in this city ;==
one set has been purchased and takén
to Bultimore, from which the Bible!
and Prayer Book Society of thaty
place is supplied ; and one or toy
sets of plates may be purchased i}
this city, at from twenty to thirty
per cent. less than the price of the
first set that was executed m this
country. :

The Managers cherish the hope,3j
that Societies, similar to this, vili bel
organized in the southern and west

ety ]

* This cet was cast for the Publishers of
this Jourual, who, in order to favour the
views of the Society, transferred tbem 8
;rime cost. Puring the year 1818, tbg

ublishers caused two othier setaof the Pra¥|
er Book 10 be cast for their own use; ik,
there have also been cast, under their il
spection, (wo sets of plates ol the Prayer§
Book, in octevo, onc for the New-York
Bible and Common Prayer Bovk Soci iy §
and the other for the Commou Prayer Luok
Soci ty of Philadetphia. > i

Vg
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'x'qu,‘Mm'ylnnd, and Virginia,

RAU. L'hird Keport of theviuz.

ern States, and that their endeavours

spread and improve the knowledge
of their Redcemer, and the distinc-
ive doctrines of their Church, will
be aided and extended by the pos-
Bession of stereotope plates of the
Prayer Books—thus obviating the
creat delay and expense of transpor-
tation, and diffusing more widely the
piety and devotion of that standard
tormulary of Christian worship. In
‘he act of incorporation of this So-
ciely, legal provision is made for
incorporating eimilar Associations
throughout this State, granting to all
such e shall be formed in pursuance
thereof, the benefits, privileges, and
immunities enjoyed by this Society.
As the smallest pecuniary contribu-
-ons, when multiplied by the number
of persons that may be induced to
wnite in such Societies, give results
- f sufficient magpitude to relieve the
religious wants of particular districts,
t s hoped, that they will be formed,
aot only in the remote parts of this
jtate, but, that they may rise into
>xistence in every section of the
Union, where religions penury may
e seen or felt: on the organization
of every such institution, a donation
f Bibles and Prayer Books will be
nade, after a regular notification
‘hereof to this Society.

By the reports of the Agent, it ap-
vears that since the last Anniversary
sleeting of the Society, four hundred
ind forty-seven Bibles, and four thou-
and two hundred and ninety-eight
Prayer Bbooks have been delivered
ot of the depository: Of this num-
rer, four hundred and twelve Bibles,
:nd one thousand seven hundred and
righty-eight Prayer Books have been
‘or gratuitous distribution in Connecti-
-ut, New-York, New-Jersey, North-
Carolina, South-Carolina, Ohio, Ten-
ressee, Mississippi, Alabama, and
he West Indies. Two thousand two
wndred and fourteen Prayer Books
ave been purchased by Societies and
ndividuals for gratuitous distribution
n Rhode Island, Connecticut, New-
A
sumber of Bibles aud Prayer Books

LT hes B

ew- York -Brble, §rc. ciety.

have been given to seamen and 8ol
diers, to the City Prison, Almshouse,
Orphan Asylum, to Sunday Schoolsji#
in the city and State of New-York
one hundred to the Society for the
Promotion of the Gospel among sea
men ; and a large number to clergy Ji
men and individuals for gratuitousfié
distributidn ; making a total of onellf
thousand five hundred and ninety- one
Bibles, and twelve thousand two hun-
dred and eighty-seven Prayer BooksJl
that have been distributed by theflf
Society. |
It is a duty which the Manager:
owe to themselves and to the Socie-
ty, to remark, that in almost every,
instance of presenting the Prayer|
Book, the Bible has accompanied it.
when not found in the possession of
the individual ; and they would add-
that with the multiplied and grow-
ing facilities of obtaining the Bible
is the demand for the Book of Com?

mon Prayer increased. Communi-f§ik:

cations have been received from va-
rious and distant pts of the Unitec
States, expressing the highest appro{&-
bation of the objects of the Society
proclaiming the necessity of a conti
nuance of its exertions, and of it
importance in building up the Church
in the rehgious wilderness and de-
sert.

It appears from the Treasurer'
Report, that a small balance only
is remaining in the Treasury, and
even that will be fully absorbed by
the payment of debts now existing
against the Sogiety. It is hoped that
the charity of Episcopalians generally

“will continue to display itself in ar

increasing zeal and reverence for the
word of God, and a liberal spirit o
contribution to spread the knowledgzell
of the ordinances and ministrations
of the Church.

To this account of their steward-
ship, the Managers add their prayers:J:
that the author of all good will con-Ji:
tinue to shed his benediction on the
labours of the Society. '

Frequent inquiries having ‘heen
made respecting the place of the de-Ji
pository, and many necessarily beingi§

(.- -
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ssex or Western Dustrict,

Jeft ignorant of the change of its sita-
ition, the Managers think it proper
Bo inform distant subscribers and
donors, and Episcopalians generally,
hat the Society’s depository is now
¢ Messrs. Kirk & Mercein’s No. 22,

Vall-street.
Joun Warrs, jr. Chairman.

Jan. 25th, 1819.

UPPER-CANADA
scex or Western District Auxiliary
. Bible and Common Prayer Book
Society, finally constituted on the
12th of July, 1819.
~ WE, the undersigned, do here-
by agree to form ourselves into a
Society, te be denominated the Essex
DR “);STERN DisTRICT AUXILIARY
BisLe axp Common Praven Boox
BocieTy ; the object of which shall
be 10 co-operate with the Upper-
Canada Bible Society, in promoting
W more general circulation of the
holy Scriptures, with or without the
@book of Common Prayer, and for the
Rovernment of which, we do hereby
kdopt the following Rules :
» 1st.—The Officers of the Society
khall consist of a President, two Vice
WPresidents, one Secretary, one Trea-
Purer and Depositary, and of six
sther elective members, the whole
of whom shall constitute the Com-
nittee,
. 2d.—Each annual Meeting shall
be held on the second Monday in
Puly, at Amherstburg, at which time
‘JRll the officers shall be chosen.
; 3d.~—The Committee shall meet
three times in the year, viz. on the
fPecond Mondays in January, April,
nd July.
. 4th.—All Magistrates and Minis-
lers of the Gospel, who are members
ef this Society, shall be members of
Jve Committee, by virtue of their
Jices,
‘I 5th.—The Committee shall dis-
-JiPose of Bibles and Prayer Books, at
JPFime cost, or distribute them gratis ;
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?he gratuitous distribution, however,
in no case to exceed one fourth pas®
of the amount at prime cost,

6th.—It shall be the duty.of all the'

members of the Committee to exert

themselves to procure subscribers ;

to receive donations and contribu-f§

tions, and pay the same to the Trea-
surer ; to furnish the Secretary and
Treasurer with a list of Subscribers
and their subscriptions ; to make par-

ticular enquiries where Bibles and '

Pr.yer Books are most needed, and
dispose of them according to the 5th
Rule ; to inspect the accounts of the
"Treasurer and Depositary and the
Records of the Secretary annually,

or oftener if they judge proper; toff

order remittances to the Upper-Ca-

pada Bible Society, for Bibles and

Common Prayer Books, and when-

ever the funds permit, to'the British i

and Foreign Bible Society 11 London,
in aid of their eflorts; and,in “all
things, to consult the true interests
of the Society, and steadily to keep

in view its great and leading object,i-

viz. the promotion of a more univer-
sal circulation of the Holy Scriptures,
and at each annual meeting, to lay
before the Society a Report of the
proceedings of the past year.

7th.—The Secretary shall record | :
the proceedings of every meeting of &

the Committee, shall draw all drafts,
and the Treasurer, when ordered by
the Committee, to keep a correct
list of Subscribers and subscriptions,
and call special meetings of the Com-
mittee, by a timely notice, (which
shall be ten days at least,) with the
concurrence of three or more of its
members. .

8th.—It shallybe the duty of the
Treasurer to receive all money be-
longing to the Society, from whatever
source ; to keep a correct account
of the same, together with a list of]
Subscribers and subscriptions ; to
answer drafts and orders drawn by
the Secretary, under authority of the
Committee, and when requestcd by
three or more members of the Com-
mittee, to lay his accounts open to
inspection : it shall also be his duty
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to act as Depositary, when directed Robert Reynolds, (paid for
by the Secretary; to make remit- 3 years 1n advance,)
tances for Bibles and Common Prayer Wm. Duff, -
Books, and to receive the books J. Gordon, -
upon their arrival ; to keep acorrect C. Stuart, -
account of remittances and of books Win, Berczy, -
received ; to pay all incidental charges  C. Berezy, -
for freight, &c. which shall be reim- G, B. Hall, -
bursed by the authority of the Com- J. Wilson, -
mittee ; te dispose of books under —— M:Intosh, -
he authority of the Committee, Mrs. M. Rankin,
agreeably to the 5th, 10th, and 11th J. C. and G. Rankin,
Rules, and at any time to submit his Misses S. and C. Rankin,
accounts to inspection, when called Mr. Fox,
on by three or more of the Com- W. Hands,
mittee. J. Woods,
9th.—Members of the Committee @G. Ireland,
may, at any time, receive books of R, Pollard,
he Depository, and dispose of them H, Lawrie,
eeably to the 5th Article, and Chas. Stewart, sen.
shall pay the amount of what they Chas. Stewart, jr. ;
may receive for the same to the R, Innis. -
I'reasurer, and take his receipt. Alex. M¢Intosh,
10th.—All books issued to mem- Alex, Maisonville,
bers of the Committee, shall be D, Pastorius,
charged to the Committee jointly, D. Kemp, -
and for the proper disposal of them, M, Elliot, -
hose to whous they were issued shall W, Pearson, -
be responsible. ~ Mrs. Col. Elliot,
11th.—When a vacancy occurs In [ ewis Gordon,
any office, the Committee shall have W Merril, -
power to supply such vacancy by j. Munger, -
election, till the next general meet- Tjny Shea, -
ing. ' i na, -
12th.—The minutes of all meet- ki:: s‘;;zdir,, -
ings of the Committee shall be signed  Alex. M<Kenzie,
by the President and Secretary. Saml. Sessions,
13th.—Apy person who shall sub-  pfie N. Rieve,
scribe to these Rules and pay annu-  ppg. Stackwell,
Ally two Dollars, shall be a member v, Wilkes,
afthe Society. J. Bryant,
Wi, Dopr, President. g I;;:llgﬁfer,
Ropt. Ricuarpsyn, Esq ¢ Vice- G. Tronside
Roserr Reyvowps, Esq. § Pres’ts. g pox ’
James Goroon, Esq. Treasurer. J. Girt):
C. Stuarr, Ksq. Secretary. W. Firman,
Elective Members of the Committee. ‘II) %g&s:ﬁd’
Messrs. G. 8- Hatr, W. Berezy, R Clark, ’
. Berezy, J. WiLsox, G. IroNsiDE, R Baldack,

and R. JoNES. John Wiglie,

. Peter Scratch,
Annual Subscribers. - & 4. Joseph Wiglie,

Robert Richardson, J. Malot,
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