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EDUCATIONAL LECTURES.
NEW BRUNSWICK.

Tne Chief Superintendent of Scelhools  We had the pleasure, afew days ago,
for Now Brunswick, Henry Fisher, Esq., of hearing a lecture by Mr Fisher at Bay
is now cngaged in delivering ncourseof  Vert, in the county of Westimorland, on
iectures on education in different parts education, when the lecturer entered
of the province. upon a grsat variety of subjects touchiog

We are glad that this important part  the state of education in the province,
of the necessary machinery for the ad-  and the pature of the machwmery at work
vancement of cducation has at length for iw= advancement, along with the dit~
been brought into operation ; and wish ficalties of legislating for the promotion
that Mr Fisher may be successful in  of education.
arousing the public mind of New Bruns-  The leading topics embraced by the
wick to take a ravre lively interest in lecturer, were :—Education should be
this very important department,—a de- promoted independent of all political
partment which has for its ohject the party considerations; defective state of
education, morally and imtellectually, schools under the trustee system; the
of the youth of the land. comparatively large expenditure of mo-

Puablic lectures on the suhject of edu~ ney by New Brunswick in aid of educa-
cation, by competent men, have done tion; the dutiesand objects of the train-
much, both in Canada and the United ing school; the ability of teachers *
States, for the advancement of education  teach, hoth theoretically and practically,
and the diffusion of wseful knowledge should be tested at the trainiag school ;
among the wass of the people; and hooks to be selected by the board of ed-
there is no doubt but that similar means weation s necessity of school libraries,
employed, would produce similar resalts  and advantages provided by law of pro-
in other places. caring books; benefits of sehool inspec-
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torship as authorised by law; former
inspectors, in many instances, did not
do their duty; mspectors to examine
schouls twice a year, there are four
hundred third class teachers in the pro-
vince ; intends to make a record of the
character and qualifications of teachers;
the establishment of county boards con-
templated ; trustees should do their du-
ty without pay, but shoutd be freed
irom sitting on juries; duties of trus-
tees and committees expluined ; want of
globes, maps, black-boards, and proper
school-books ; all payments by the inha-
bitants in aid of education, 1o be in cash;
the assessment principle favorable to the
advancement of education ; bad state of
school houses in many places; the pub-
lic mind favourable to education gene-
raliy.

Szch is a brief outline of a few of the
various subjects referred to by Mr Fisher,
some of which were dealt with at some
length.

‘The opinion of the meeting was taken,
ond found decidedly i favour of sup-
porting schools by direct assessment.

There appears to be a prevailing feel-
ing in the minds of those having charge
of the commor school institutions of the
country to bestow all the emoluments

on persons over whose conduct tl e peo-
ple have little or no control. Mr Fisher
suys that education did not make satis-
factory progress under the law which
gave trustees charge of the schools: hub
that the inspectorship, under existing
regulations, if properly earricd out, will
remedy the prevailing evils. Itis to be
hoped that such will be the result under
the present inspectorship, who each geb
250/, per annuin.  But 1t should not be
forgetten that the trustees, three for each
parish, had nearly all this duty, with
their present duties, to perform for no-
thing. ccosequently she work conld not
be expected to be very satisfactorily done.
We really wonder that it was so well
done.

Had the trustees been allowed fwenty
shillings per sunnum for the examination
of each school, we have no doabt but the
duties would have been as well done,
and certainly much cheaper, than under
any subsequent law. Sueh a course
would bave been the means of impart-
ing & local stimulus; and any person
would have felt a direct interest in the
promotion of education; the public
would have been better qualified for the
duties of the office,besides a more equit-
able distribution of ihe public monies
would have prevailed.

GCEAN TELEGRAPH.

Tux communication of knowledge by
telegraph, though of recent discovery,
is now assuming a most mmportant as-
pect. The developements continvally
being mede by the application of the
arts and sciences are truly wonderful.—
Almost every property in nature is now
being made to minister to the require-
wents of man.

When man began to employ the elec-
tric element for the transnussion of his
thoughts und desires for a few yards in
extent, intelligence itself stood amazed
and astonished at the resnlt; and when
the system became improved, and tele-
graph lines began to multiply, and the
different countries of Christendom to be
traversed by these lines of communica-
tion, then was the mind of the mass of
mankingd filled, not only with wonder,
but many entertained superstitious no-
tions as to the means employed and the

end to be gained by this remarkable
means of holding correspondence, and
the power by which it was managed.

As so0n as the power and the modus
operand: of telegraphing beeame under-
stood, country began to vie with coun-
try a8 to its extension. Not only have
the most of the nations of the earth em-
ployed this means of transmitting
thought, but science ard art has again
bzen called into pluy ; telegraph cables
have been eonstructed and placed in the
bottom of rivers, lakes, straits, gulfs,
and seas, where the electric current pas-
ses to and fro, couveying thoughts and
desires as freely as if suspended in the
air.

But who would have thought for a
moment of u sub-marine cable being
made to span the Atlantic ocean? Such
is the stretch of man’s ability to accom-
plish—continent holding converse with
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continent—sixteen hundred miles apart;
and such is the grand truth the mondh
of August, 1858, has recorded ; Great
Britain, and hence nearly throe-guarters
of the globe, united to British America,
and hence to the American continent!
What next? Conjecture would be folly.
But to the fact,—England and North
America, the two great agencies in the
hand of Providence for the elevation of
society, mor. 'ly and intellectually ; Loih
speaking one language—both having one
yrevailing religion, and ose common
origin and object.

Turning from this mere glance at toe
subject in a continental point of view,
and viewing the results that will in all
probabiity flow from the successiul
working of the Atlantic telegraph to
British America, we see good prospects
looming in the distance ;—the main ter-
mini of the line are on British suil ; the

boundaries between British America and
the United States being settled, com.
merce will advance unmolested ; and the
more sure and speedy completion of the
Halifax and Quebec Railway will follow;
and the general developement of the vast
resources of British America, consisting
of valuable gold regions, recently disco-
vered ; great agricultural capabilities;
almost boundless forests: unparalelled
fisheries ; mineral wealth, and numerous
other natural advantages. ‘The attrac-
tion of men of capital and enterprize,
along with a large portion of the sur-
plus labouring populaticn of the mother
country, consequently “an increased de-
velopment of the resources of the coun-
try and a more enlarged commerce with
the other countries of the world, will
bo the result that this great enterprize
will no doubt tend to basten and fuster.

HALIFAX AND SAINT LAWRENCE RAIL-
WAY.

Axoxc the numercus projects on the
American side of the Atlantic ocean,
none assumes & more prominent position
than that of the construction of theeon-
templated railway from Halifax to Que-
bee.

This railway is intended to commence
al the city of Halifax, the capital of No-
va Scotia—where there is one of the best
branches en the Ameriean continent.—
thence for 120 miles through the centre
of Nova Scotia to New Brunswiek;
thence through part of the latter pro-
vince, for 200 miles, to the Canadian
bsundary, and thence to the historically

rominent city of Quebee, the strong
hold, and once capital of Canada, 635
miles in all.

With.p the last fifteen years, several
apphications have been made by the le-
gislatures of the three colonies through
which this line will pass, 1o the British
Government, for aid to assist in ity con-
struction, but to little effect.

Recently, however, several meetings
have been held in London on the subject,
the result of which has placed this mat-
ter in a different light. The meetings

held in June last, were attended by eight -

ufluential members of the British Par-
Yament, Sir Allap McNab of Canada,

Hon Judge Haliburton of Nova Scotia,
the Hon. Samuel Cunard of Steamboat
notoriety, and a number of other gentle-
men.

These meetings reeulted in theappoint-
ment of a deputation, who waited upon
the Colonial Secretary and the Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer, and made offers,as

‘the nucleus of a company, to carry the
mails, (for which 25,000{. per annum
is now paid to the States,) soldiers, mu-
nitions of war, and other military stores,
in consideration of obtaining from the
British Government, & guarantee of 60,~
000L. per annum, along with an equal
amount from the colonies. In answer
to this proposition, the Secretary of State
for the Colonies said, ¢ that it has re-
cerved my most favorable attention ;*?
the Chancellor of the Exchequer said, in
the course of the discussion, that ¢ it is
not an unfavourable period for under-
taking these great works, if you,” the
deputation, **canagree tpon anarrange-
ment.”” He further said that ¢ it isin
every point of view, & matter of the high-
est considerstion,” and he would lose no
time 1m conferring with the Secretary of
State for the Colonieson the subject, and
that he ¢ would give this undertaking
an carly and attentive consideration,’



132

THE PARISH SCHOOL ADVOCATE.

and would communicate with Lord Bur-
vy, the Chairman of the several meetings
and deputations on the subject.

"This matter baving assumed the as-
peet above related,—the probability of
the speedy construction of this great in-
ter-colonial railway is pow such as to
awaken every colonist in these lower pro-
vinces to put forth his efforts in puiding
the action of the several legislatures, at
no Jistant day, to a proper conclusion,
in affording facilities in the matter.

‘The importance to the provinces, of
the coastruction of this vast line of
works, cannot, in the present state of co-
lonial developnient, be well estimated.

The opening up of the wilderness lunds
for settlement ; the expenditure of 5,-
000,0001.; the facilitics for the construe-
tion of branch lines of railway; the union
of the several colonies, morally, politi-
cally, and commercially ; and the de-
velopment of the resources generally of
these vast dependencies, are among the
many good results that may be expected
o flow from this work.

And to the British Government this
undertaking will prove of no small im-
portunce. The binding of the inhabi-
tauts of these dependencies more firmly
to the mother country; the facilities
that would be opened for the settlement
of the surplus population of the British
islands ; the sdfe and speedy conveyance
of the mails, soldiers, munitions of war,
ete, ; the perpesuity of British suprem-
acy in her North American colonies ; and
the important position in which both the
mother country and the colonies wonld
be placed, by & hne of railway from Ilal-
ifax to Quebee, with respect to their a-
bility to resist foreign invasion, arealso
among the advantages that would acerne
to the mother country from this vast
inter-colonial undertaking.

‘The amount of direet encouragement
to be given by the colonies is a question
of some importance. Canada has con-
strocted a large portion of the line De-
low Quebee; Nova Seotia also las in
course of construction a part of the line,
from Halifax to Truro, (GO miles,} and
also a branch to Windsor. 24 miles;
New Bruuswick has under construction
aline trom the City of Suint John to
Shediae, 107 miles,which along with the
Windsor branch in Nova Scotia, would
prove feeders to the main line, and at
the same time tend to lessen she amount
of direct aid which the two latter pro-
vinces would be enabled to afford to-
wards the construciion of the work.—
These wort's tresch heavily upen the re-
sources of the two lower provinces re-
ferred to, and therefore it cannut he ex-
pected that the same amount of direct
facilities would be given, as offered under
former neguciutions respeeting the con-
struction of this line. New Brunswick
can stitl give 3,000,000 acres of wilder-
ness land ; and Nova Seotis probably
might dispose of the line from Ialifax
to Truro on moderate terms; so that by
the construction of branch lines, feeders
to the trunk line, and the disposal of
large tracts of crown land, ete., impor-
tant facilities, both direct and ndirect,
might, and no doubs would, he given by
the lower provinces towardsthe advance-
ment of this mportans chjeet. The re-
sources of Canada already developed by
her 1,000 miles of railway now in ope-
ration, and her other pablic works, and
the large tracts of arable land along the
ling to be traversed, taken in connection
with the importance of an outlet through
British territery to the ocean, are pow-
erfu} stunulants encouraging and impel-
ing her to have this great work speedily
completed.

FARMERS SHOULD BE EDUCATED.

Tue subject of edueation, when taken
dn connection with agricultural pursuits,
dg franght with importantresults. Itis
true that all the inhabitants of every
country should be so educated as to en-
able them to prosecute with profit and
satisfaction whatever pursuit in which
thoy may be engaged, with such general’
knowledge of the eountry, its resources,
customs and pnrsuits as may tend to a

proper and legetimate developement
both of mind and matter.

If such an amount of education be
necessary for the inhabitants of the coun-
try generally, it is certainly so with re-
gard to those engaged in agricultural
pursuits, Every movement in society
demonstrates the necessity of edacation.
The merchant, in order to puvsue his:
calling with profit, learns how to keep
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Books, in which he records the details of
his bustness ; he learns the mercantile
<ustoms of the countryin which he lives,
as well as those of other countries; he
also learns the nature of she apricultur-
al operations of his own, as weliagsother
countries with which he trades, in order
te understand how the whole may he
turned tu profit. The miner, at least
those who direct mining operations, be-
fore descending into the bowels of the
earth, first learng geology and mineral-
ogy. 'The mechanic, before commene-
ing the construction of edifices, ships or
any piece of mechanisw first exawines
the materials out of wiuch he is to con-
struct, as to their fitness, and then pro-
ceeds to uct thereon by plan, model and
design.  The lawyer, before entering
upon, the daties of his profession, fivst
Jearns the priaciples and application of
law. Andso it is with these who fol-
low the muititudinous pursuits of life,
—knowledge is considéred absolutely
necedsary.  But it is far otherwise with
the generality of those wno till the soil,
especiaily those who follow this pursuit
in the Jower colonies of British North
America. Any ene may do for a tiller
of the soil, no matter how ignorant of
organic nature—how ignorant of the el-
cments eomposing the soil, and how
those clements may be managed so as to
produce, and continue the production
of the best individual and general results.
Thesoil 1s prepared without systew, and
the seed 18, in hundreds of instances,put
into the soil in the most sluggish man-
ner. If it was not that natuve does not
forget to be bountiful—producing great
results with butlittleaid from man—we
should under such a system of farming,
—farming without education,—be plac-
ed in the most deplorable situation.
Experienced travellers, through these
provinces, have repeatedly expressed as-
tonishment, on learning the quantity
of axricultural stuff produced, compared
with the inadequacy of the mcans em-
ployed in its production. "
“armers’ families should be educated.
They should understand the climate, 1ts
effects on the agricultural interests of
the country.—~how its favourable cha-
racteristics may be availed of, and iis
injurious tendencies, if any. obviated, so
as to produce the best results. Farmers’
sonsshouid understand geology and agri-
cultural chemistry; they should know
how to use the soil, s0 as to make it pro-

duce.and continue the production of het-
ter and mere ahundant crops,—how to
produce and continue the production
of good farm stock, good sced, good dai-
ry results, and the hundred and one
otber things incident to a farmer’s eall-
ing.
‘Our farmers, in nany localitics. are
too tenacious of old, and, in enlightened
communities, obsolete customs and ha-
bits. With many, the acquisition of
knowledge and the application of right
principles,such as guide the enlightened
agriculturist of other countries,are mere
innovations— furgetting. or rot learn-
ing that progression is the order of the
day in all civilized countries, and that
change is written upon every thing in
nature. The developments continually
going on in the arts and sciencesare bemg
applied to every departraent connceted
with man’s movements in society ; and
why, ahove cli, should the agricuicurist
refuse to educate his children~—for it is
certainly necessary education—and so
call 1n these invaluable aids to the ad-
vancement of this inportant profession
The traveller in the lower colonies will
not unfrequently meet with communi-
ties of agriculturists, so called, the chief
part of whom are not able to read or
write, of which fact the farming in such
communities fully testifies. Such a
state of things is not allowed to exist
with regard to the mechanical operations
of the country— intelligence marks eve-
ry step—then why should such be the
case with farming pursuits,—pursuits,
if there are grades in callings more hon-
orable than others, the most honorable
of all. Still we are proud to be able to
testify and record the fact that there are
not only individual cases, but almost
entire communities in these provinces,
where well directed intelligence marks
every step the agriculturist takes. Still,
even in sach communifies, are to be
found some of those old fashioned per-
sons who believe it is enough for farmers’
sons t0 be able to read ¢ easy lessons,””
and ¢t chalk down’’ the price of the pro-
duce suld on credit and to whom sold ;
and as for the daughters, they are bet-
ter without education altogether. These
are fatal errors, and must lead to a low
state of agrienlture, as well as social
existence. There is not a more honor-
able and healthy occupation on the face
of the globe, than that of tilling the soil,
—none better calculated to lead the
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mind to enlightened priciples and lof-
ty counsiderations,—none on which so
many depend for sustenance : therefore,
ignorance, connected with it, is the moro
to be deplored. In a word, this pursuit,
above alf others, even astronomy not ex-

cepted, is calculated to lead the ming
irom nature up to nature’s God, and so
fill the mind with aderation to Ilix who
has spread so rieh and vuried a carpes
over the fare of tcrestrial nature. So
furmers, educate your families.

SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

As this subject is about to engage the
attention, more fully, of theinhabitants
of the lower provinces, especially New
Brunswick, where hittle has been done
in this respect, we publish the following
lecture by the Rev. J. Barger, D D.,
President of Alleghany College. This
Lecture embodies some of the most im-
portant facts on the subject of sehool li-
braries, and should be carefully perused.
The lecturer says : —

On the general question of Libraries,
ag repositories of the learning and the
genius of our own or former ages, I do
not propose to speak atpresent. Inthe
distribution of the hfo giving ealutary
waters of knowledge, thcsearereservoirs
which receive and retain them, and from
which, somstimes at once, sometimesaf-
ter the lapse of ages, they are againsent
forth on their errand of merey, to refresh
and gladden the nations of wen. If 1t
were the last attianment of art, to give a
local babitation to that emanation of
the intellect called thought,—which 18
nowhere, and yet at will is carried to the
utmost bounds of the unwverse ; to make
that ever-during, which is more fugitive
than an echo; and as it were, to em-
body and symbolize, to the eye and ear,
that which 1s spiritual; iflanguageand
letters are such noble inventions as to
have divided the opinions of mankind
. inregard to their origimal, it must not
be forgotten that the concej tion of the
library, the assembling in one room, and
ranging side by side, all the wisdom of
the past, and its preservation unhurt by
the ravages of time, completes the bene-
ficence of this invention, and makes, and
alone makes, any great thought uttered
or written, the common property of
mankind. PublieSchool Libraries, how-
ever are created for a specific end; and
are not to be regarded as repositories of
all that has been written, that is now
extant; nor do they embrace in their
range the whole field of human know-
ledge. It must never be omitted from avy

review of them that they are school li-
braries, and further that they arean ap-
. purtepance attached o the public schools
of the country. ‘They are auxiliaries of
the system of popular education devised
by the wisdom and beneficence of the
State. for the educstion of the masses.

The number and character of the vol-
umes of which such a library is compos-
ed will of course be regulated by the use
to which it is applied, the persons who
sre privileged to consult it, und the fune-
tions which it is'expeeted to perform in
the work of popular education. Two
circumstance charactenstic of most of
those who are admitted into the public
schools, will determine the character of
the literature which it is profitable for
them to peruse ; and also will enablc us
to determine what are the special ad-
vaniages of an arrangement, by which
every child mn the country has access to
a large and a well assorted library. 1bis
childhood and youth, who for the first
time and with wondering, cyes, are ex-
ploring the paths of literature and
seience, that are admitted by this judici-
ous benevolence into the flowery land of
letters.  Of eourse this condilion of the
readers, must preclude all works of ab-
struse speculation, and all that require
estended knowledge as a preliminary to
read them with profit and pleasure.
In the history of the early life of any one,
the imagination is far more vigorous and
lively than the rational faculty. Long
before we are capable of any sustained
effort of reasoning, we listen with ijnex-
pressibie delight to narratives of *¢ mov-
mg incidents by flood and field,"” with
slight discrimination between truth and
falsehood, even between that which is
conformable to nature, and that which
is preternatural and impossible. The
imagination draws its inspiration prima-
rily from the senses, and hence narra-
tive and descriptive compositions must
form the staple of every collection of
books that children will read with inter
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<st, and that will permanently affect
their primciples 2nd conduc..

ln a narrative, the truth is clothed
svith flesh ; it lives, it speaks to us asn
familiar friend; we are premitted lo
louk at its features, to grasp its hand in

acere friendship, and call it ours by
the fondest pawes nad recollections, Ex-
amples and associations which make ex-
ampley provialent, almost infinitely out-

weigh ary array of preeepts, however,

Judicious; hence all professedly didactic
essuys might as well be omutted [rom a
catalogueof hooks to beread volnntarily’
by school children~—Ilistory and Bio-
graphy, books of travel,popular deserip-
tions of the kingdom of nature, especi-
ally of animal life, and the applications
of seience to art, whether useful or orna-
mental, comprise most of the works
which should find admission to the
shelves of a publie school library.  If to
thexe be adided a judicious admixture of
avorks of fiction and imagination, such
as are true to nature and to morality,
both in action and sentiment, guch as
are neither above nor helow the capacity
of youth, and abeveall, thathavea high
philosophical meaning. threading upon
4 narrative not too gross the pearl of
wisdom both practical and speculative,
—such 2 library completes the ctrele of
that knowledge which youth will seek
voluntavily and for its own sake. It
may be urged, that children should be
incited through the medium ofa Jibrary,
10 higher intellectoal attatnnenis ; and
that the reading of treatises of moderate
dength, on scientific subjects, is one of
the readiest means of imparting o tinc-
ture of science ta those who but for such
aid would remain for life unenlightered.
—The reply, in as far as it has not al-
ready been anticipated, is, thai science,
difficult of apprehension by all, espeeially
by youth, deserves first to be studied,
and afterwards read. That the inversion
of this method, must generate at the best
inadequate and confused conceptions
of the truth; bewildering and mislead-
ing, while it professes to instruct; and
for every wstance of zest for scientific
inquiry increased, at least fifty will be
ingpired with a sincere and invinciblo
aversion to all systematie pursuit of
truth. T should not be forgotten, too,
that in schwls, a broad distinction is
made, between study and reading.—
FWhule the former of these intellectunl ex-
«areises nerves the egergies of the mind

to their ntmost tension, the latter is by
studeuts regarded as o relaxation from
severer lakor, und a light diseursive play
of the fuculties.

Thoe thorough mastory of a few vol-
umes, that exhibit in o systematic form
the whole estent of human knowledge,
makes the scholar. The thoroughness
with which this is done, determaines in
how fur he is entitled to be namedanin-
deveundent thinker, and a theoristin the
several branches of knowledge which he
hus canvassed, and also marks the ac-
curacy and profoundness of bis attain-
ments. Lo him nothing is valuable in
the first degree, that doesnot contribute
to the completion of his knowledge of
some scientific theory ; and thct does
not enlarge his theoretical attainments.
‘The pupils of a public school have en-
tered upon that course which, techni-
cally, the suvan may be said to have
completed.—Their school exercises task
their faculties to the utmost, and they
are beset with difficulties such as do not
meet them in any subsequent part of
their progress. To ask of them to do
voluntarily, unaided and alone, what is
scarcely accomplished under the eye of
a teacher, when animated by his spirib
and gaided hy him in the most intricate
passages of their duties, is to my mind
preposterous and absurd, Let us be con-
tent toscatter flowersalong the paths of
knowledge, which may filt themind with
the image of beauty and gooduess; and
prove a solace in those hours of wenri-
ness which intervene between more stren-
uous occupations. Tt would be a great
wistake. to say the least of it, i school
teachers, to recommend the introduction
of any hook into a library, which would
not be read, or heing read would beget
weariness and disgust, or in the instance
of some precocious child would excite
rather than edify and fill the mind with
erroneous conceptions.

‘T'he library of the publicschool should
be sclected in direct subservience to the
fact, that it is @ part of <ystem of po-
pular edacation, estab’ .ed for the be-
nelit of the wasses, and v whom it will
be the ouly means of instraction in Iite-

_rature and science.

That the apprenension of the prinei-
ples of virtue and morality is less diffi-
cult than the truths of science, is too
trite to be repeated. That they are fa- *
nailiar to most, and find a response when
first uttered, in every well ordcred mind,

’
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is generally admitted. Moreover, they
sink with the most weight into the youth-
ful mind, when inculeated in a parabolie
form, or, in other words, through the
medium of narrative. If, then, & very
important function of the puhlicschoul,
is the inculeation of virtuous prineiples
and the formation of virtunus habits,
the hitevature of the library should cor-
respond with thisiden of their character,
2\ large portion of the library, especially
that part of itdesizned for the use of the
more juvenile pupils, should be selected
with direct reference to the intluenre
which it wili have upon habits and prin-
ciples.  Especially should the pubhe
authorities take care, that no book con-
taining loose or vicious principles, and
even that no book merely neutral on
moral questions, be placed in the hands
of the children of the publie schools.

But it may be asked, can virtue have
any authority unless reposing in the ba-
sis of religion, and are not all religions
discussions interdicted n the sehool
room, and with equal strietness excluded
from itslibrary? To this may bereplied,
that while discussion on the vexed gues-
tions that divide Christains 1nto parties,
is forbidden within the walls of a room
dedicated to the common benefit of all
elasses of religionists,—it isby no mears
forbiden to mculeate that morality which
all alike deem to be obligatury, nor the
prncipie on which it rests,—obedience
to the will of God, revealed in the ilo-
ly Seriptures. Entertaining narratives,
énforeing the first and great eommand-
ment, suprawe love to God, and the con-
scienticus performance of relative duties,
are a necessary part of cvery complete
library for youth; and least of all,
should they he excluded from chat li-
brary wiich is to instruct the youth of
the nation in the theory and practiee of
virtue.

Having thus rapidly sketched, in out-
line, permit me to indicate what may
be regarded as the ehef excellencies and
uses of this important adjunct ef our
system of popular justruction.  And
trst, it is important to consider its value
s an incentive, firing the mind of irgen-
uous youtir with new ardor, in the pro-
secution of liberal study. 1f the youthful
ruapil approach a subjeet whilst it 18 yet
ciothed with thie charms of novelty, we
are not to imagine higinterest in1t great-
er than it will be atany subsequent pe-
ricd of his carcer. By such slow and la-

borious steps does he attain the height of”
knowledge,—so often 1s he hrought to
& dead pause—so often is he baffled in
his attempts to proceed—so frequently is
be obliged to retrace s stops, and con
over again the thrice repeated task; and
such is the number and complexity of”
the windings of the road he travels, that
usually the ascent is difficalt and wean-
fome, and is remembered with pain ra-
ther than pleasure. The Iibrary hook
that popularizes a branch of scienee, if
read by those who are already familiar
with its principles, surrounds the naked
truth, which alone constitutes the text-
book of the school, with a drapery of
facts that gives 1t, to the youthful ming
a poetie grace and a romantie interest.
Desides, too, in the book, we read not
the common places of the sehoo! rrom,
but the sage conrlusions, the exquisite
observatior, the happy illustration, the
analysis profound, but elear, that mark
the scholar ; it may be, the genfus.—
This sheds an altogether new light on
the theme, and the eclever lad, whose
head had ached for many a weary hour,
as he gazed at cabalistic sigrs, or re-
peated the Pabylonish dialeet of science,
sheds tears of joy as he runsoser it with
ease, and declares that the hook makes it
quite another thing, But 1 the his-
tory of seienee, progressively developed,
—and still more in the history of those,
whose virtues and whose achievements
in the field of spreuntation, or more busy
baunts of men, bave adorned the annals
ot their eountry and their race,—thear-
dent temperament of youth sees 2 surer

~warrant for hope and eneouragement to

unceasing effort. 'Fhe chill of perury,
broken health,religions bizotry,the most
adverse circumstances, have yielded to
the uncanquerable will of the youthful
devotee ol knowledge.  Or rather instead
of dispinting, they have developed the
resources, the innate energy of the souk
kindled with the eclestial fire of grmus;;
it has risen superior, apparently, to the
decree of Providenee appointing its allot-
ment ; it has spurned its fetters, 1t has
asserted the majesty of intellect, and man-
kind have with one voice admitted the

yalidity of its pretensions. Can we over-

estimate the impression which the perusat
of the memoirs of such men will produce
on the susceptible mingd of early youth v
Will not the example haunt the memory
by mght, as well as hy day? Will 1t
not inspire emulation and a gemevons
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rivalry—a heroie purpse, ourselves to
fill & niche in the pantheon of history ?
Was it not thus, that the youthlul
Themistacles exclaimed that ¢ the tro-
phies of Miltindes would not suffer him
tosicep?” That Alexander prized ahove
all the literature of bis age, lhad of
Homer ; and that in our day Napoleon
daily perused some portion of Plutarch’s
Iives ! T say it without fear of success-
ful contradiction, that example is the
most edifying ecunsel, the most attrac-
tive influence, often the most Jucid in-
stuction, cver addressed to the youthfud
nund. If so, a library enriched with the
lives of those who have made themselves
o blussing to mankind, by the light of
their intelligence and virtue, will instil
love of truth and goodness with silent
but irresistible energy.

In the next place, every well assorted
library is a benevolent guide along the
pathway of knowledge.  True it is, that
to pupils at school such guidanco is far
less necesssary, than for those who are
deprived of systematic culture ; who are
compelled to grope therr way as best
they may, through surrounding cark-
ness, and to whom any casval aid fur-
nished hy the example of others, shines
on them likea hght from heaven, Who
has not read, with delight mingled with
sorrow, of a Scotch shepherd boy, that
demonstrated, unaided, the propositions
of the first three books of Euclid ; or of
Pascal, when his father had interdicted
the study of mathematics to his son, ac-
complishing the same remarkable feat?
Wore these youths wisely engaged in
thus poring over the simplest truths,
which, had they known it, wereat theixr
finger s ends?  Undoubtedly, the die-
tate of wisdom is, to him who in abrief
life would survey the ntmost bounds of
knowledge, to use all the foreign aid
which he can summon to his assistunce.
The instructions of the school room,
which present this truth in a simple
sammary, and systematic form, are one
of these aids: and in addition thereto,
every one who is anxious to view truth
ander special and different aspects, must
approeah it as it ig exhibited in the vol-
umes of those master minds who have
penetrated farthest into the arcana of na-
ture. The manner of studying, is a
point not to be overlooked in connection
with this topic, and the difliculties which
meet the student in the outset or in tho
progress of his carcer. The history of

other minds, however illustrious they
were, ghed an instractive light on our
paihway, We are pursuing the same
career ; each of us may say—+ sequor,
etsi non passibus  equis”’—the history
of their difficulties and the manner ‘in
which they overcamo them, alleviates
our burdens; we are borne o8 on angely’
wings, over the ground on which, but
for such aid and sympathy, we should
have crawled as worms. It we for a
moment contemplate that immense sea
ol hiterature which is the rceord of the
teeming fancies, the tender sensibilities,
the taste, the imaginution of our own
and all by-gone ages, we shall conclude
at onee, that nonstructions of the sehool
room, no well thumbed text books of
seraps or extracts, no rujes or formulas
of criticism, can ever replace that know-
ledge which is to begathered froman ae-
tual perusel of the elassical literature of
our mother tonguo. Let us recollect,
ton, with honest pride, that in several
departwents, this literature i8 of trans-
cendantescellence.  There may bea few
Greck compositions rivaling anything
we have produced.  The Jliad of Iomer,
is undoubtedly the first epicin the world,
and has the (Bdipus ¢f Sopbocles, 1ts
reer anywhere? Butas a whole, the
Einglish poetry is the richest gift over be-
stowed by the genius of any people,
upon the human famly.

The school library, is the depository
of this literature, and by the study of it
chiefly, must the taste of our people be
refined and the current of their thoughts
ke ennobled.  In [taly, pictures and sta-
tues, architecture and music, have per-
[zrroed this task : in England landscape
gvdening has  infused universally a
tinge of poetic sentiment. Hero these
asencies do not exist; but it is the
[ uivilege of all to see suspended in writ-
132, the imnperial creations of the poet
..20] the philosopher, and to gaze on them
till their ownsouls thrill wish transport,
and vibrate in unissa with these gener-
ous sentiments. It may be urged that
periodical literature may replace that of
the library, and that the village news-
paper and the monthly magazine, are a
fitting substitute for bound” volumes.—
But this supyposition is too weak to ad-
mis of refutation. An argament which
fills a volume requires a volume ;—the
conclusion reached at the close, is arriy-
cd ab as the result of a series of consecu-
tive arguments which require such a
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book. In lik» mnnw, a grawt work of
art though ¢rnsisting of mny pueds, 13
ona whole; to bk awayasingle purtde-
straysitesym natry : asmxle wnate part
no more rosembing tho whole, than a
hand or a feos resymbles a humn beng,
—The effeet on the reader of the two
<'asszs ol eympositions, is essantially dif-
ferent ; and [ eoncluds, therefore, there
is a radical deficieney in periodical liter-
ature, of that excellence which is attend-

el in ths mastee pieees of art. To in-
g.ruct mm, o in lositinate them in the
princinles of scinee, to elify them, to
tapart o kuowledze of tae theory and
prsuale to the pracsies of victue, to
stiv the i.nveination profoundly, and to
ach sive the hughess trunaph of art, men
wase read hosks, chilicen mast raad
bsoks, and schools must furaish {ree li-
braries.

INFLUENCE OF MOTHERS IN THE EDU-
CATION OF THEIR CHILDREN.

Tue varions factors which combine to
form the xdacation of & chuld muy he
dwided into three classes ; education by
ntare,by mn,and hy things,  The first
compris:s the growth an i nata.al devel-
opient of our organs and our bodily and
mental powers.  The s2eoud is the us2
which the child is tauxht to make of
thesa powers.  The therd is that stock of
wisdow and experienc: which the ehild
eathers by cominy wn contact with, and
obsarving the things arunl him. .\
child can be well clucated only when
thesa threa factors go hand in hand and
a2et in porfect hurmony.  Pheedacation
by nature does not all dxpend on men ;
nature goes her own way and acts ac-
cording to her own laws.  Neither dues
the educatior hy thinge depend much on
men ; every child his an expoerience of
his own,and he receives impressions and
comes to eomelusiong entively diffarens
from ather children.  ‘Tne edueation hy
wmen is the only on: which is in our con-
trof. Bat this cmtrol i3 2 very feshle
one, becaus: it stands hitween nasure
and the inlividuality of the child; it
ought to lean on the furmer and yet
aive fair play to the latler. Busides, it is
<vided hetween parents and teachers,
relatives nnd sirangers, {riends and foes,
all of whon have their short-commgs
and aet seldom in union.

The child ought to be bronght up asa
wnit, not as a fraction.  Th2 latter is
dong more than 1s needed 1y school and
chureh, by society, busin:ss and the
state. The first is therefore to he done
in the fawily-virele at home. The fa-
ther'semployments asualy call him (rom
his family during the hours of the day.
3Lrning 2nd evening are the oaly peri-

ods when his children might be benefitted
by his presznee.  Frequently a part of
thes: hours is claimed by socral gacher-
inzs. meetings of societics or other call-
ings, so that to the greatest extent tho
education of the children devolves upoa
the mother.

The great cause of educating the young,
or the duty of & mother to her enutdren,
may appear to different persons in a differ
ent lignt, entirely acvording to the stand-
ing-pwint taken by the observer.  There
is a bird's-cye view, which makes a fine
steeple appear as 2 small dot, anla man
ul the same height as Ins own shadow.
This view 18 taken by mothers wha ful-
{il only those duties which are absolutely
imp ned upon them by nature. Writing
or reading books, making fashionable
calls and receiving visitors, necessary
preparations for balls, partivs, journeys
or the theatre,—these and many other
engazaments seen to compell mothers to
icave the care of their dearest treasures
almost exclusively in the liands of bired
and  oftea  uncaluvated  dowesties.—
When a navse 1s hired to press the little
child to her basom, while the wother at-
tends to her plaasures, how can such a
child feel affectivnate towards it pavents?
When the governess and teachers thus
are made the newrest foantains of wis-
dom, how can the child be expeeted to
came to its mother for advice and help?
When world and fashion are the desties
adored in the fanily., how can @ child be
haped to bow its knee Lefore the ohjects
of religion ?

There is a low or partial view, taken
fria an enelosed pont of obervation,
which cnables the ubs tver anly to see a
pact of the ohject, and by which part a
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conclusion is made upon the whole.—
‘Thus the Bunker Hill Monument may ap-
prarloacarpenter o huge massof stone,
to 2 countryman a puzie, or to some
professorsan exceilent puint for teaching
geography. Thereare mothers who con-
stantly complain. If they have few chil-
dren, they wish for many; if they bave
many, they desive to have bat few. If
children are well and lively, they require
o great deal of care; and if they are
sick and feeble, they cause much anxi-
ety. Some mothers have their favorite
wishes with regard to their children’s
talent or oceupation, without examining
whether these wishes agree with the
peculiar gifts of their childeen.  Others,
by their anxiety to do all they can, or
by their neglect to do what ir need-
ed, sow the seed of fear, irresolutivn,
and doubt, or of daring boldness, law-
" lessness, and sin, in the hearts of the
young, and ar3 astonished when moral
weeds make their appearance. Many
other instances wight be mentioned,
where mothers fail to take an all-sided.
elevating view, tall short of dong their
whole duty,and are linally disappointed.
Mothers will come nearest- the trath
by looking at the important subject of
education from all sides, by closz observa-
ton, by much thought and prayer.
Cowmparatively little has bzen done to aid
mothers in the discharge of their daties.
‘The early narture of the youny mind has
ben greatly disregarded. The season
when “inflazne:s are operatiny which
nndify the child’s character for hife, has
been saffered to pass by disregarded,
anlmizhty tnpressions have baen left to
the actien of chaace and circamstine:.
The baoks which have been wricten for
mothers have haen genaraily inlequate.
Pailosophes hawve seidim stepped into
this importent field of inquiry, 1 order
treollect facts and establish principles
traid the mother.  Roassean b2zan the
work nobly; his Emile iseven now ansar-
pussad as far as regards ohservation and
aplicition of principles. Most of the other
books have heon limited in their wnstruct-
tims to later stages, or restrieted to the
physical detals of carly nurtave. The
higher nature 1 the child is mostly pass-
¢l over m silence.  Mothers have o
lonz been deemed more as the nurses of
the child than as mental and moral
euides; nst as agents whose mfluence
aperales on the whole nature and deter-
miney the futurecharacter and happiness
of the young.

If a mother wishes to proceed, the child
must be her first and chief care, all other
enzagements ave but colliteral and se-
condury. Only by so ding will she gain
an intelligent confidencs in her labours
and faich in their results .

The child is a liviog manifestation of
ifs true wants, and, therefure, of what
the mother is to do for it, The germs
of its faculties and powers are couunit-
ted to her for expansion and guidance.

The child i+ endowed with senses—
which are parsicularly vivid and reguire
appropriate culture to fit them for their
respective offices.  They are the meda
which connect the child with the ount-
ward world. Each of these senses re-
quires particular training, and by such
training hand and tungueare set free and
put to work. Here is a wide field for the
assisting hand of a mother. Primary
school teachers usually can tell very
well how muach attention mothers have
given to their children.

The child has appetites and passions,
desizned for preservation aund defence,
which require faithful discipline and di-
rection. They are to be suhjected to
the guidance of reason, and the mother
is placed beside the child to aid him.
When the child is weak. she is to suy-
tain him ; when in passion, to restore
tranquility ; when in his ignorance he
falls, she nught to raise and encourage
him ; when in his knowledge he is sue-
cossful, she is to reward him by pointing
out higheraims. Without the mother’s
aid, he mast err, fall, and sink deeper
and deeper.

The child bas affections, through
which he beeom 3 conaected with others.
Sympathy is awakeaed in hishosomand
faith dawns in hisexperience. He learns
ty regard the weliare and happiness of
his fellow-men. Religion enters, and
he bazins to pray. This is another
greut field ripe for the harvest. Tae
child’s happiness and purity depend
on a mother’s faithful lahors.

‘The child has intellectual powers, un-
derstandiog, and reason ; it has moral
powersand spiritaal faculties. Although
thes2 levelop and grow at a more ad-
vanceed age, when school, church, atd
society begin to exert an influcnce, yet
the roots of the higher powers are hid-
den in, and draw their nourishment
from, the suil of past acquirements, es-
perience, and labor.  What is the use
of an awakening conscience or good rea-
soning powers, when bad habits haveal-
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ready gained possession? The young
sinner will repent, pray, aund resulve to-
day, and yet commit the same wrong
again to-morrow, e will be 2n casy
prey tu temptation, because his lower
propensities, which have grown strong
by habit, are willing to yizld, while the
still sinall voiee of conscicnce is drown-
ed. 1 mothers could but see how decp
impressiong are made upon the tender
souls of children by early experience,

which often exert an influence through
thewr whole lives; if they would remem-
her that the life to come will be in closs
conncetion with the puvity of heart
which isattained duving our carthly ca-
reer; it they would understand thao to
educate immortal souls is one of the
highest eallings, more attention would
be given to 2 subject so hmpuortant.
Massachusctts ‘Teacher.

MISCELLANEOUS.

POWER OF TRUTH.

Tue following touching illustration
of the the power of truth is well au-
thenticated. The articleis from the pin
of 8. H. Ilammond, formerly editor of
the dlbany State Register, who was an
eye-witness of the scene in one of the
courts.

The evidence, a zirl of nine years of
age, was called togive testimony against
a prisoner for felony.

¢ Now, Emily,”” said the counsel for
the prizoner, upon her being offered as
a witness, ¢¢ I desire to know if you un-
derstand the nature of an oath.”’

¢« T don’t know what you mean,’” was
the simple answer.

¢¢ ‘T'here, your Honor,’” said the coun-
sel, addressing the Court, ¢ is anything
further necessary to demonstrate the
validity ct my objection? “Lae witness
should be rejected.  She dows not com-
prehend the nature of an oath.”

¢ Let ussze,” saud the judge, ¢ Come
here, my daughter.”

Assured ny the kind tone and manner
of the judge, the child stepped toward
him and lovked confidingly up in his
face, with a calm clear eye, and in a
manaer sv artless and frank, that went
straight to the heart.

¢ Did you ever take anoath? inquir-
ed the judge.”

¢« No, sir.”

She thouht he intendad to inquire 1f
she had ever blasphemed.

¢ I do not maan that,” said the judze
who saw her mistake, “I mean were
you ever a witness bafere?

¢« Nosir; Inever wasincourt bafore,”
was the answer.

He handed ber the Bible open.

¢ Do you know that book, my daugh-
ter I’

She looked at it and answered, ¢ Yes,
sir, it is the Bible.”

¢ Do you ever read it?’? he asked.

¢ Yes, sir, every evening.”

¢ Can you tell me what the Bible
18?7 inguired the judge.

*¢It 13 the word of the great God,”
she answered.

- Well, place your hand upon this
Bible, and listen to what I say?’ and
he repeated slowly aad solemnly the
oath usnally admmistered to witnesses.

¢ Now,” said the judge, ¢ you have
sworn as a witness, will you tell me
what will befall you if you do not tell
me the trath ?””

¢t [ shall be shut up in the State Tri-
son,”’ answered the child.

¢ Anything elso 77 asked the judge.

¢« 1 shall never go to heaven,”” she re-
plicd.

¢« How dv you know this?’* asked the
judgze agan.

‘Lhe child took the Bible, and tarning
rapidly to the chapter containing the
commandumeats, pointed to the injunc-
tion, *¢ Thou shalt nat bear false witness
wrainst thy neighbour. ’ ¢ 1 learned
that before I could read.”’

¢ Has any one talked with yon about
your beinz a witness in court here
against this man?”” mquired the judge.

¢ Yes, sir,” she replied. ¢ Mot'nr
heard they wante ! m2'to be a witness,
and last night called me to her room
and dsked me to tel her the Ten Com-
mandments, and then we kneeled down
together and she prayed that I might
understand how wicked it was to bear
false witness against my neighbour, and
that God would help me, 2 little child,
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to tell the truth as it was before him.
And when I came up here with father,
she kissed me and told me to rememher
the ninth Chrmmandinent, and that God
would hear every word that I saud.”

¢ Do you believe this?” asked the
judge, while o tear glistened in his eye,
and his itps quivered with emotion.

Yes, sir,”” said the ¢hild, witha vorce
and mnnee that showed her conviction
of its truth was perfest.

¢ God bless you, iy child,” said the
Jjudae, ** you have a good mother. This
witness 1s competent,”’ he continued.—
¢ Were T on trial for my life, and inno-
cent of the charge against me, [ would
pray Gl for such witnesses as this.—
Lot her be examined.” °

She told her story with the simplicity
of o chnld, asshe was, but there was a
directness about it which carmed con-
viction ol'its trath to every heart. She
was rigdly cross-examined. The coun-
s2l pliel her with infinite and ingenious
questioning. DBut she varied from her
first statemeat in nothing. The trath,
as spoken by that little child, was su-
blime.  Falsehood and perjury had pre-

:ded her testimony.

‘The prisoner had intrenched himself
in lizs, till hs dzemed himself impreg-
nible.  Witnesses had falsified facts in
hisfavor, and villainy had manufuctar-
ed for him a shamn defence. But before
her testimony  falszhood was scattered
like chaff.  The little child for whom a
mother had prayed for strength to be
given her to speak the trath as it was
bafore GGod, brok: the cunning devices
of mitured villainy to picces hike a pot-
tor’s vessel,  The strength that her mo-
ther prayed for was given ber, and the
sublime and terrible simplicity—terri-
ble, I mean, to the prisoner and his as-
sociates—with which she spoke was like
a revelation from God himself.

0
INEQUALITIES OF THE EARTH'S
SURFACE.

Tue surface of the earth, as is well
known, i3 hynomeans level. It1s broken
into lufty elevations or ridzes, forming
mountaing or mountain chains; and in
some parts, it forms table lands at a
areat clevation ahove the level of thesea.
There is a mean height for the land,just
as there isa mean depth for the sea ; and
wo owe to the ressarches of Humbolds,
some intoresting fucts connected with the

amount of this elevation, by which the
dry land is preserved from general inun-
dation. IIumboldt has caleulated the
mean height of Burope at 0630 feet ; the
the vast pleins of Russta and Poland—
the Steppees—-which have a mean eleva-
tion of only 360 feet, occupy half of ite
surfece. ‘The compact, massive plateau
of Central Spain, known as the Castil-
ian plateau, which has an elevation of
2000 feet, produces an effect equul to
36 fect on the Buropean mean level,
while the chain of the Alps contributes
less than four feet. ‘Themean height of
TFrance is about 316 feet, to which the
Pyrences contribute 108 feet; the French
Alps average about 120 feet. Asin is
estimated at about 1130 feet, to which
the desert plain of Gabi, which has an
area of 300,000 square miles, and is
considered to bz twice as large as Ger-
many, contributes abouuv 120 feet. The
table land of Quito has the ehormous
clevation of 10,000 feet above the sea
level, and i3 s1id to be nearly equal in
area to the whole of Ireland.,

0
HEIGHT OF MOUNIAINS.

Tize elevation of mountaing and moun-
tain chains above the level of the sea,
isa subject which has received much at-
tention 1o phaysical geography.  The
Himalaya mountains, forming a range
of immenseextent in northern India, are
now known to be the loftiest on the
glob2, The highest mountain in the
world is Dhanaalagire, one of rthe Him-
aluya chain,—its moess elevated summit-
is said to be 28,000 feer*.

The nest highest is Chamalari,—
which is 27.200 feet above the level of
the sea.  They are covered with per-
petual snovw, 12,000 feet from the sum-
mit.

The loftiest mountains of the new
world are situated in the chain of the
Andes, in Scuth Awmerica. which ex-
tends nearly 4300 miles from the pro-
vinee of Quito to the Strait of Magellan;
the highest, called Nevadu de Sorata, in
Bolivia, Upper Pera. is said to be 25,250
feet, or nearly five miles, above the leve]

* The Surveyor General of India, Colonel
Waugh, ascertained thetheight of some of the
principal mountains of this range, in 1856,
to be as follows : Mount Everest, 29,002 fect;
Houchinjinga, 28,156 feet ; and Demalagial,
26,528 feet.
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of the sea.  The next highest oF these
mountaing is 1llimani, in Peru, the
summit of which exceeds. 24,200 feet.—
Chimborazo, which was formerly sap-
posed to be the loftiest of the Andes,
has an elevation of 21,420 feet,—5000
of which, from the summit, are covered
wita snow. The peak of Teneriff, in the
island of that name, is 12,182 feet, or
upwards of two miles high. Mount
Blane, the loftiest mountain in Earope,
is 15,810 feet above the level of the sea,
These altitudes, although apparently
very considerabl:, are nothing when
compared witii the maguitude of the
globe. 'Thus, ifan inch were divided
1nto one hundred and cleven parts, the
elevation of Chimborazo, on a globe of
cighteen inches in diameter, would be
repregented by only one of these parts.
Hence, the earth which appears to be
crossed- by the enormous ridges of lofty
mountaing, and cut by the valleys and
the great depths cf the sea, is neverthe-
less, with respect to its magnitude, only
very slightly furrowed with irregular-
ties, so trifling. indeed, as to cause no
difference i its spherical figure.

The more vemarkable changes which
the surface of the earth bas undergone
may be reduced to two general causes,
floods and earthquakes.

Thomas Koeith.

0
INCENTIVES TO READING.

EveryTHING that passes around you,
everything that you meet upon your
walk, isa stimulus to read. The very
roll of the tide. the full of the leaf in
autrn, the growth of the grass in
spring. the roar of the tempest, or the
starry firmament, each and every one of
these things is o subject in itself. Do
vou understand these things? Do you
Know their changes ? If you do not,
don’t say that you want a stimulus to
read. Each of them is & study in itself;
they ave studies that will amuse you.
that will instruet you,and that will ele-
vate you.

o
THE BIBLE.

How comes it that this little volume, com-
posed by humble men, ina rude age, when art
aud seience wore but ia their childhood, has
excrted more influonce on the human mind anl
on the social systera than all the other books
Tut tagether 2 Whence comes it that thishook

.

has achieved such marvelous changes in
the opinion of mankind—has banished idol
worship—has abolished infanticide -has put
down polygamy and divorece—cxalted thocon-
dition of woman—raised the standard of pub-
lic morality —created for families that blessed
thiug, o Christian home, and caused its other
triumphs by causing bensvolent institutions,
open and expansive, to spring up as with the
wand of enchantment ?  What sort of o book
is this that even the winds and waves of hu-
man passion obey it 7 What other ougine of
social improvement has operated so long, and
yet lostncne of itsvirtue ' Since it appeared,
many boasted plans of amelicration have been
tried and failed---many codes of jurisprudence,
have arisen, and run their course. Impire
after empire has been launched upon the tide
of time, and gone dewn, leaving no trace upon
the waters. But this book isstill going aloud
doing good, leavening society with its holy
principles--cheering the sorrowful with its con-
solation--strengthening the tempted,cncourag-
ing tho peuitent—calming the troubled spirit
—and smoothing the pillow of death. Can
such & book:be the offspring of human genius 2
Doces not the vastness of its effects demonstrate
the excllency of the power to bo of God ?
The Woodstock Journal.
0

THE MOTHER MOULDS THE MAN.

Tuar it is the mother who moulds the man,is
2 sentiment Leautifully illustrated by the fol-
lowing recorded observation of a shrewd
writer t=--<.WWhen I lived amonz tae Choc-
taw Indiang, I held 8 consaltation with ono
of their Chiefs respecting the suceessive stages
of their progress in the arts of civilized life ;
and among cther things, he informed me that,
at their start, thoy fcll into o great mistake
-~-they'only sent their boys to schools. These
boys came home intelligent men, but they
married uncducated and uncivilized wives—
and tho uniform result was, their children
were all like their mothers. Their father soon
lost all his in both wife and children. And
novw,” said he, ¢if wo would oducate but ono
class of our children, wa should tho girls, for
when they become mothers they educato theip
sons.” This is the point, and it is truo.—No
nation can become fully culightened when
mothers are not in a good d>groo qualified to
discharge the duties of tho house-work of ed-
ucation. Ib.
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I HAVE NO TIME TO READ.

Tue idea about the want of tune is & mere
phantom. TFranklin found time, in the midst
of all his Iabour, to dive into the hidden re-
cessos of philsophy, and to explore the untrod-
den paths of science. The great Fredericks
witi an empire at his direetion, in the midst
of war, on the eve of battles that were to decide
the fate of his kingdom, had time to reveal
the charms of ptilosophy and intellectual
pleasures,

Bonaparte, with all Europe at lus disposal,
with kings in his ante-chamber,begging for
vacant thrones, with thousands of men whoso
destinies were suspended on the brittle thread
of his arbitrary pleasure, had time to con-
verse with books, Cuesar, when he had cur-

_bed the spirit of the Roman people and was
thronged with visitors from the remotest king-
doms, found time for intellectual conversation
and study.

Boys and girls can have time, if they are
willing to improve it, to gain much valuable
kuowledge, while out of school, withoutde-
priving themselves of necessary play or en-
Joyments.

Suppose every scholar cight years of age
should commence reading some interesting
Looks, and read one hour each day, continu-
ing to do so until he is twenty years old; he
would have gained more than a year's time,
g three hundred and sixty-five days, of ten
hours each. .

Who will try this course ! Young reader,
will you do it? Youcan, if you will enly
make the attempt, and thus lay up a vast a-
mount of knowledge for yourself. Now isthe
time to read.

The Student.

0
BOOKS OF REFERENGCE.

‘Wi need make no long preface of reasons
for giving under this title from time to time
some acount of such books or periodicals as
scem to us Jikely to prove uscful to teachers.
Every kind of knowledge, from knowledge of
tho overlasting granite to knowledge of the
dolicato nervous tissues of the human hody,
from the vast geometry of God by which he
has built the universe down to the life of the
creature whose water-drop is an occan, is
used by the good teacher, to adorn and illus-
trato and vivify bis instructions. To add to
his knowledge and his treasure. As he finds

frequent uso for his dictionary to give him
words, so he finds books of referencs on other
subjects invaluable to give that fullness of
knowledge which makes the accurate and
ready teacher. !

A well-informed person and cspeeinlly @
tencher, feels ashumert of & mispronunciation
of an English word, That a similar mortifi-
cation is not experienced from miscalling
names of persons aad placesarises principally
from the fuct tha, it is so difficult to ascertain
such pronunciation that only the best scholars
are expected to know it. Nevertheless, one
feels awkward in reading or speaking upon
encountering a word voder the shadow of such
a doubt, Nor ir the diffieulty confined to fors
eign names. You wish to speak of the sena-
tor from Texas ; H-0-u-s-t-0-n you must call
Hooston, though inclined, from tho spelling
of hisname and from the custom in Nzw
York, whero & street ha: that title, to call him
Howston. In the Bast some one asks you a
question about Al-ton, meaning our city called
here dwl-ton. Two Western young men tra-
vel in New England just after earning their
diplomas : at Providence one asks at the rail-
road staticn for tickets to Wawr-ces-ter, snd
while the ticket-seller looks blank at such a
demand, the other corrects him ; ¢’t is Wur
ces-ter.”  The agent finally informs them
that thoy moan * Wonster” fgr so Worcesier is
pronounced. In England you visit the last
residence of the poet Cowley, Chertsey ; you
must eall it Chessy. You hear of the valua-
ble library and art-gallery of the Marquis of
¢ Chumlee” so spoken, but how spelt? You
will have to be told, for ’t is past guessing ;
Cholmondeley ! Will you venture uninstruct-
cd upon Youghiogeny Honeoye, Lincoln,—
Pontetract, Beaulien, Agassiz, or Taney ?—
Vill you pronounce Southey in analogy with
Suutheast, or with Southern @ Does * Titian”’
rhyme with politician

We have seen an ancedote, (apocryphal, wo
suspect) of Thackery. Being in eompany
with Angus B. Reach. author of ¢« Claret and
Olives,” he addresred him as Mr Reach
(Reech). ¢ Re-aok, Sir,” sharply replied An-
gus. Considering the tartness not called for,
tho great bumourist shogtly afterwards, offer-
ing bim a basket of fruit, asked, ¢ Mr Re-agk
will you take a po-ak ?”

When we come to foreign nawes tho mat-
ter ismuch worse. Somo have become thorough-

" 1y Anglicized. Itwould be affectation te*



of Ma-he-co, Pah-ree, Kec-ho-tay, instead of
Mexico, Paris, and Cuixoto, though the for-
mer are th: real Spanish and Freneh pronun-
ciation : but gencrally names should bo pro-
nounced as nearly as possible as they ave pro-
’nouuccd by the educated. people of the coun-
trics to which they respectively belong. Such
pronunciation will almost always be found
mere cuphonivus than one based upun the Eug-
lish analogics, if such can be fuund. Dac-
shizlione (bak-kedl-yo-nay) is an example. —
How will you find English analogies fur
« Zschokke 77 Fur ¢ 3chiller,” the name of
Germany’s greatest poet, will you tako the
analogy of sckeme, or of schism?  Buth are
wrong ; the name is Sbiller. ¢ Rothschild"is
Rote-sheeld (red shicld). Our we tern huut-
ers tell of the river Hecly ; un the maps we
find Gila. If you talk to a German of the
peot tcothe, you will fail to make him under-
stand of whom you speak unless you are ac-
quainted with German pronvunciation, or call
him something between Gaty and Gety.—
Even one fawmiliar with foreizn lan,uages may
be misled by an exceptional case, as Gaines,
(in Chuba ) which varies form the rule for gu:
in &panish.

LieriNcorr's ProNorNciNg GAZETTEER, Or
Geographical Dictivnary of the World (briefly
noticed in our last number), as a most valuable
book of refercuce. 1t contains o notice of
nearly one bundred thousand places, giving
the pronunciation of the names, and the most
recent and anthe..tic infurmation concerning
thew. Illinois Teacher.

—_—0
THOUGHTS FOR THE TOOUGHT-
FOL.

WovurLp individuals, in general, but ewmploy
2 woderate proportion of their income, in aid
of practical benevolence, what 2 mighty
ohange weuld, ere long be apparent!

A most favorite scheme of the great enemy
to countoract goo, is to endeavor to flovd the
soul with wandcring thoughts.

The ungudly rich man hath more than rea-
son can desire, and still he is dissatisfied ;
toe righteous poor man hath but httle, yet is
contented, and henge truly happy.

Truc flowers of loveliess; fruc gems of
beauty, are fuund voly in the deatl.less land.

All just laws ; all true civilization ; all tho
multitudinous bles.ings we enjoy, are cssen-
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tinlly founded upon, or connected with, the
Holy Bible,

Yery often, what we ook upon as worm-
wood and gall, proves afterwaid, delicious
honey tc the palate

0
UNITY.

PLvca if you can a beam from the body of
the sun, the beam will thea have no light ;
break a brauch from the tree, it will bear no
finit ; sever aaiver from the spring, it will
be soon dried up ; cut w memlber from the
body, it svon dieth ; cast a pumice stune into
the water, and theugh it Le never so big,
while it remains cutire, and the parts whole
togcthier, it will twim above the water ; but
break it oence iute peices, and then every
piece of it will sink to the very bottomn.—
Thas both charch and comnmunwealth, which
are supported, and as it were held up by re-
ligion dnd unity, peace and cuncurd, are ruin-
ed and destroyed by discord, dissention,
schism, and factivn. Iow huppy are such a
people, such a nation, such a charch, such a
state, as live together in picce and unity !

Did you ever wateh a sculptor slovly fash-
ioning a human countenance. Itisnotmould-
cd at once. It is painfully and labouriously
wrought. A thunsand Llows rough-cast it.—
Ten thensand chiscl-puints polish and perfect
it,—put in the finc tvuches, and bring out the
features and cxpression. It is a work op
time 3 but at Lust the full likeness comes dat
and stands fiaed furever and unchanging in
the solid marble.  Well, so does & man, un-
der the leadings of the Spivit, or the teach-
ings of Jatan canve vut his own moral like-

ness.  Every day he adds something to the
work. A thousand acts of thought and will

and deed shape the features and expression of
the soul : habits of love, purity and truth—
habits of falschood, malics and uncleanpess—
silently mould and fashion it, till at length
it wears the likeuness of God, or the image and
superseription of the Evil One.
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