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FOURTH REPORT

OF THE

COLONISATION BOARD.

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY :

May 1r peease Your Magesry:

Wi, the undersigned Commissioners appointed under Your Majesty’s Sign
Mannual for the purpose of carrying out a scheme of colonization in the Dominion of
Canada of crofters and cottars from the Western Highlands, and the islands of
Scotland, and from the congested districts of Ireland, desire humbly to submit to
Your Majesty the following Report :—-

Reports have heen reccived from the agent of the Board in Canada relating to the
scttlements at Killarney, in Manitoba, and at Saltcoa*s, in the North-West Territories,
for the year 1892 The former was established in the summer of 1888 and the latter
in the spring of 1889.

Statements are appended giving extracts from the reports of the agent (Appendix A)
and summaries of the statistics (Appendix B.), showing the position of the various
familics in 1892, with the particulars of the acreage under wheat, oats, and potatoes
in the years 1890, 1891, and 1892, of the live stock on the farms, and other
information,

With regard to the Killarney Settlement, it will be seen that it continues to develop
in a satisfactory manner, that the area under cultivation increases year by year, and
that considerable attention is also given to the raising of stock.

The total area of land at present under cultivation is 4,196 acres, of which 2,565
belong to the heads of families—an average of 85} acres each family—and 1,630
acres to the younger members of fawmilies who have taken up farms, which represents
about 43 acres per person. Altogether the average of the 30 families is nearly 140
acres per family.

The estimate of the crops in the settlement in 1891, and the prices which it was
expected would be realised, turned out to be somewhat excessive, for reasons which are
explained in the agent’s report.

On a low computation it will be seen that the value of the crops last year was greatier
than in any previous year, notwithstanding the low prices which have prevailed for
produce of all kinds.

Therc is no doubt that the position of this settlement should be satisfactory. The
families ave not only self-supporting, but they ought to have, in most cases, a surplus
with which to mect the obligations they have incurred. They are certainly in a
position to which they could not haveattained in the parts of Scotland from which they
came. ‘ ‘

We regret we are obliged to report that the first instalment of the advances made to
the Killarney Crofters, which became due in the autumn of last year, has not been
met.

T'he position of each family is being inquired into, as well as the reasons which they
give for their inability to carry out their agreement, and the Board will take any
measures that may be necessary for the protection of its interests. C

The security which the Board holds is believed to be far in excess of the liability of
the settlement. 'This is proved by the informal offers which have recently been made
by T.and and Investment Companies to consider the transfer of the Board’s indebtedness
to them. : ‘

In some cases, also, the settlers arc making inquirles as to borrowing money of these
Companies, with a view to clear off’ entirely their indebtedness to the Board. One of
the younger setilers has repaid the entire sum advanced to him.

B 78700, - Wt 13969, ‘ : ‘ A2
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Since the annual report of the agent was received, the Board has been informed,
much to iis regret, that the land in the occupation of many of the Killarney settlers
has been sold by the local municipality in consequence of the non-payment of the
municipal taxes. Tho indebtedness ranged from $21 - 14 to 852 - 91, the total indebted-
ness on the 35 homesteads involved being rather under §1,200, or an average of about
&34, equal to 6. 10s. 9d. per settler.  The total number of settlers, including the heads
of families, and the younger members‘who have taken up land, is over 60, so that
apparently mauny of the settlers havo paid their taxcs. The lands have been bought in
by the municipality, and can be redeemed ab a premium within a year or two years.
The Board have not yet been informed of the circumstances under which the crofters
allowed their land to be sold, in view of the small amounts due by them. There seems
to be no reason why the taxes should not have been paid as they fell due, in view of
the comparatively satisfactory position of the settlers, as demonstrated by the Appen-
dices to this report. The matter is now in the hands of the solicitors of the Board
with a view to measures being taken to inducs the settlers to meet their liabilities, and
to preserve intact the security of the Board for the advances made.

We regret to state that the position of the Saltcoats Scttlement is not so satisfactory
as that at Killarney. and that only 18 families out of the 49 originally sent out remain
upon the land. There are also 13 of the younger members of the families still retaining
their lands. This matter was referred to in our last Report. ‘

This settlement has been unfortunate, to a certain extent, and various other causes
bave contributed to bring about that result. ‘ ‘

It cannot, however, be pointed out too strongly that, from the first, many of the heads
of the fumilies which have abandoned their holdings did not show that energy aund
enterprise which, after a short stay in the country, their fellow-settlers at, Killarney
manifested.

In the first year of their arrival, as explained in previous reports, and in the
evidence given before the Colonisation Committee, those familics which accepted the
land selected for them were a long time in getting to work. A number of families
refused to settle on the land set apart for them, and selected land at some distance off,
which was not of so good a quality. All those have abandoned their farms.

In 1889, owing to the difficulties connected with the settlement and to the delay in the
people getting to work. they had little or no crop. In 1890 they had not so much
Iand under culsivation as could have been expected, but the crops were excellent in
quantity and quality. The grain, however, was much damaged at harvest time by
heavy rain, and owing to not being properly stacked. This, naturally, caused some
disappointment ; bu the erofters had enough grain to supply their wants during the
winter, for seed grain in 1891, and to pay the store debts they had incurred. In 1891
Manitoba and the North-West Territories, with a few cxeeptions, enjoyed a bountiful
~uarvess 3 but, unfortunately, the Saltcoats District was one of the exceptions, the
entire crop of wheat being seriously damaged by frost in the last week of August.
The crofters were, however, self-supporting, aud did not require any assistance from
the Board, exeept in the way of seed-grain in the following spring.

The position as regards last year is explained in the report of the agent of tho
Board. .

Owing to this state of affairs, the Board was asked in the spring of this year to
allow a further advance to the settlers of seed-grain and fodder; and it has been
sanctioned. ‘ ‘

After the annual report of the agent was received, information reached the Board
that, during the winter, the cattle in the Saltcoats settlement suffered somewhat
severely, in common with the cattle belonging to other settlers in the neighbourhood.
The matter 1s being ingnired into and will receive overy consideration.

- The attention of the Board has been called to several matters of complaint by the
Saltcoats settlers, dating from the time of their arrival in the country down toa recent
date. Most of the allegations have already been fully dealt with, and were inves-
tigated by the Select’ Committee of the House of Commons on Colonisation, which
made its report 1n 1891. - Advantage has, however, been taken of the visit to the
Dominion of Sir Charles Tupper, the High Commissioner for Canada, a Member of the
Board, to ask him to inquire inte the condition and complaints of the settlers, and he
has been good enough to undertake to do so. , L

It will be seen from the agent’s reports that he does not consider that there will

be serious loss, if any at all, in respect of those families who have abandoned their
homesteads. ‘
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1n the Session of 1892 an additional vote of 7,500/ was granted for further
experiments connected with colonisation, in view of the report of the Select Committee
ou Colonisation in favour of a continuation of the scheme.

We wore also of the opinion that further experiments should be tried in view of the
valuable expericnce that had been acquired in connexion with the settlements at
Killarney and at Saltcoats.

The Sub-Committee of the Board at Winnipeg, and its agens, were requested, there-
fore, early in May 1892, to arrange for the preparation of land for 30 tamilies which
it was intended to emigrate in the present year.

This preparation is considered to be almost absolutely necessary, as it ensares, as far
as is possible, a crop in the first year of settlemeut. In other circumstances the crop the
fivst year becomes somewhat uncertain, and the question of the maintenance of the
settlers during the first winter is liable to require consideration. ‘

Certain difficulties, however, appearved in the way. It was only after a considerable
correspondence butween the Sub-Committee and the Minister of the Interior that a
district was specified in which the neccssary land could be reserved; but upon
examination the agent of the Board reported that it was not in his opinion altogether
suituble for colonisation purposes.

It was then too late to enable proparations to be made on other land that might be
selected, as 1t is necessary that any breaking and other work should be done before the
st of July.

In the meantime, bowever, a circular had been issued in the erofting parishes in the
highlands and islands of Scotland inviting applications from families desiring to
participate in the scheme. No applications were, however, received from families in
the districts from which the settlers at Killarney and Saltcoats came.

In view of these circumstances, the Secretary for Scotland decided that it would be
preferable not to arrange for any emigration in the spring of 1893. A

According to recent advices, the harvest in Mauitoba and the North-West Territories
of Canada promised to be favourable, and it 1s hoped that the crofters in both the
Saltcoats and Killarney settlements will participate in its benefits.

GEORGE OTTO TREVELYAN.
HORACE PLUNKETTY.

CHARLES TUPPER.

JAMES KING.

COLIN SCOTT MONCRIEFF.
JOHN ROSS OF BLADENSBURG.
JAMES BELL.

THOMAS SKINNER.

J. G. Cormer, Secretary.
October 1893.

+
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APPENDIX A.

EXTRACTS FROM AGENT'S REPORT.

1 beg to submit, for the information of your honour-
able Board, my official report of the crofters located at
Kitlarney in Southern Manitoba.

CrorTers’ INpivivuarn Reports.

These reports contain the following information for
vears 1870, 91, and 92, viz.: Jien mmmber, vame, Joca-
tion, nature of buildings. and improvements nade on
each homestead. acreage, average yield of grain and
rootx. live stock—anumber and age. poultry, furm
implements, and general remarks,

SeaTeMeENT *f AT

The information contained in thizx slatement has
been compiled, with the view of showing the Board
the total number of acres. and their vielkd of wheat,
oats, and potatoes, each crofter had under cultivation,
together with Dreaking done, during seasons ending
1890, t1. and 92,

APPENDIN F A

This Apnendix condenses information contained in
Statement AT and s compiled for the purpese of
showing at a glance, the total number of acres under
cultivation of wheat, oats, and poratoes, with their
autumn wmarket value, 1t also ghows the total value of
farm produce raised. and votal nnmber of acves of land
broken during seazous ending 1080, 91, and 2.

WiEAT, ror 180,

Duriug the season of 1800, 847 acres of land was
sown in wheat. yielding 20.324 bushels, and could find
a ready murket at 60 centa. per Dushel, and, if sold at

that figure, would realise 812,104,410,

QOars, 1890,

SBoventy-four acres of oats were sown. which yielded
2,168 bushels, which found & ready marke: ut 20 cents,
a bushel, renlising S430.60.

Porators, 1860,

Nine and a quarter acres of potatoes were sown. and
yielded 1,762 bushels, which could find a ready market
this scason at 22 cents. o hushel, und would therefore
realise R387.61.

Toral, VALUE or FarM Propuce. 1840,

The total value of farm produce raised during the
season of 1800, is valued at 81:3,015.6:4.

ToTaL AcrES UxDER CULTIVATION AND IREAKING, &c.,
1800,

~ The total number of aeres under cultivation was

1420 breaking, &c. 8253, making & grand fotal of

2,245} acres ready for the seuson of 1807,

Warar, 1891,

The number of acres (1,364} of wheat under enltiva-
tion in 1890, was further increased in TROL, by 7831
acres, making a total of 2,120 acres which \"i(:ldegl
36,974 bushels, sold on an average for #45 cents. per
Lushel, realising SIZ.040.90.  [n mv 1851 report, 1
stated that the approximate averagé vield per acre
would be 20 bushels.  From this Appendix (*A ") it

will he soen, that the actual grain thrashed, yielded
rather over 17 bushels to the acre. The cause of the
yield not reaching the cstimated quantity is accounted
for by the peor manner in which most of the crofters
built their grain stacks. Those who thrashed in the
antumn, had from 28 tu 30 bushels per uere, which sold
at 70 cents. per bushel. Those who weee unable to
thrash until spring of 1802, owing to impassable roads,
saffered great losses, ns the snow which had pene-
trated the badly built stacks (many of them too badly
damaged to be worth thrashing) bad melted.  After
thrashing, the grain was placed in the erofter's
granaries, and. being wet, much of it became heated,
and wag consequently useless. 'The Joss of so many
bushels of grain natnvally aifected the yield {estimated
in my report of 1%¢1) which would otherwise have
been nearer 30 bushels than what v is, viz, 17, 1'his
was only the first loss, and wax but small in comparison
with that caused by the 10w price realised oun the sale
of the rewaining damaged grain, for had the grain
been properiy harvested and thrashed, it would have
found a ready market at 70 cents. per bushel, instead
of most of it having to be sold, onx an average, for 95
cents, per bushel. This serious loss has been in one
way beneficial, for on my visit to the Colony in Sep-
tember. [ osaw that the erolters were building their
stacks properly.

Oars, 1591,

The 74 neres of oats, under cultivation during the
stason of 1800 was further inereased in 1691 by 90 acros,
making a total of 1ot acres under ealtivabion, which
yielded 5,819 bushels. and could e sold for 20 conts a
bushel, and if sold at that price wonld realise $1165.80.

Porators, 1501,

The 9} acres of potatocs under cultivation for the
season of 1800 was further Incrensed in 1891 by 21 aeres,
naking a total of 1LY acres, which yielded 2.013 bushels,
the market price of which was 18 conts a bushel, and if
sold ot that igure would realise 8368.34,

Toran Vanve or Iaxy Pronuce. 1801.

The total value of farm produce raised during the
season of 1891 1s valued at ST4,167.04.

Tux Torar Acurs unper CULTIVATION AND BREARING,
1841,

'The total mmiber of acres under enltivation was
22054, breaking, &e. 1,200-~making o grand total of
35,0454 acres for 1892,

Wipar, 1892,

The 2,120 acres of wheat under cultivation during
the season 1801 was further inercased in 1809 by 0GH
acres. making the totui under wheat read 3,080 neres.
whicl yielded #1,509 Lushels of excellent grain, Tht
low average per acre (over 30) is acconnted for by the
crofters having done very litile fall ploughing, and as
the spring of 1892 was not an early one, it was very
late Lefore all the grain was sown, and was thercfolx%
not far enough advanced to be henefited by the enrly
rains, §0 that when the dry season eame (June and July)
a 7 amhber of the weaker plants withered,  The seed
grain nsed by the erofters was not of the bess quah’f&
and will help to explain the low average per acre, The
market price of wheat this year was in this district
4+ cents per bushel, and i songon’s rield (31-590
bushels) sold at that price it would realise $l'1',219.u-5,' '



Oats, 1892,

The 16} acres of oats under crop in 1891 was further
ineressed in 1892 by 157 acres, making a total of 301
acres under caltivaiion, yieldiug 9,106 bushels, the
market price of which was 20 cents s bashel, and if sold
at thut figure wounld realise $1581.20.

PotaToxs, 1892,

The 114 acres of potutoes under crop in 1891 was
further increased in 1892 by 14 acres, making o total of
251 ncres under cultivation, yielding 5,041 bushels, the
market price of which was 2} cents per bushel, and if
sold at that figure would realise 699,15,

Tue Toral Varvr or Fary Propuck, 1302,

The total value of farm produce rajsed during the
geason of 1892 is valued at 516,500,118,

Tue ToTan Acres UNDER CULTIVATION AND DBREAKING,
Tsu2,

The toial number of acres under eanltivation was
3,408, and breaking, &e. 7803, making a grand total
for 1895 of 4.916 ncres.

SraTeMeNt B

The information contained in the statement has been
compiled with a view of showing the Board the total
number of live stock, &e. possessed by each erofter,
it atlso shows the number of head parchased, inaddition
to those given by the Board. aud the inerease or decrease
for seasons W8w-1-2,

Aveeypix BT

This appendix condenses the information cortained
in statement * B.; 7 from it it will b fearned that in
1800 the crofters had purchased o horses, in 1681, 25,
making u total of 31 horses purchased, valued at
35.425.00, This number (V1) was further increased
during the seaxon of 1892 by the purchase of 10 head,
making the total number of borses now in the colony
A1, valued at 7175.00.

OxEeN, 1890-1-2.

The number of vxen purchased in 1890 were 14, and
in 1891 30, a total of 4 oxen, which are valued at
S$2,6:0,00.  During the season of 1892 the crofters dis.
posed of 2 of the -+ oxen purchased. and with part of
the proceeds of sale ($1,350.00) purchased horses,
leaving in the coloay 21 oxen. which are valued at
S1,2060.00,

Cows, 1890~1-2.

in 1890, 21 cows were purchasced by erofters, costing
8630.00; during 1891 + of the 21 purchased were dis-
posed of fer $120,00, lenwving in the eolony at that date
(189D 17 cows. valoed at S510.6G0. Thiz number (17)
was fursher reduced during the scason of 1892 by 4
Yead, leaving in the colony 13 of the 21 cows originally
purchased in 1890. Thesc nee valaed ag 5390, 00.

Heirens, 1890-1-2,

Tn 1890 the crofters had 30 heifers, valued at $540.00
During 1891 this number (30) was reduced (by sale) 14
hend. leaving in the colony at the close of that year
(1851) 16 head, valued ab $288.00. 'This number (16)
wag further reduced during the season of 18Y2 by 1
head, leaving in the colony I head. valned at 527000,

SteEeRs, 1890-1-2.

In 1890 theve were 29 steers, valued $580.00; during
the scason of 1891, 11 of the 29 were dispesed of for
$990. 00, leaving in the colony 18 head, valned 1t 5360, 00,
[his number (I8) was increased during the season of

1892 by 3 head. making total of 21 steevs in the colony )

at that date (1892) valued at $420.00,

Oxen, 1.C.B., 1890-1-2,

The 56 oxen given to the crofters by the Board shown
in the statement (** B ") season of 1890, valued at 40.00
ench =32.240. 00 was decreased during the season of
1591 by the loss of 2 head, lenving in the colony 54
oxen, valued af $2,160.00. Daring the season of 1§92
a further decrease of 14 head, by death, trade, and sale,
leaves in the colony at the close of that season (1892)
4U beasts, valned at 25.00 per head, total value
31,000, 00,

Cows, 1.C.B. 1890-.1-2,

It will be seen from this Appendix (** B'") that in
1590 the crofters had 36 Imperial Colonization Board
cows, which were valued at $1,080.00. During the
season of 1891 this number (36) was reduced 3 head by
death, leaving in the colony at the close of 1892, 33
head, valued at 3990, 00,

1¥ REFERENCE TO COLLECTING MONEY.

| beg to report as follows of my en?zavours to collect
money payable ty the bourd, on account of ¢ Guarantee
Notes” and “[irst Annual Repayments.” 1 have
been several times to Killarney for this purpose. As
will be seen from the individual reports, which accom-
panicd my last official reporv u number of the crofters
promised that when they got their grain threshed
they would pay the full amount of their ** Guaranteed
Notes'  Thetr promises were never carried out. The
non-fulfilinent of these promises made by 1hose crofters
who did not get the graing threshed before the spriug
of 1892 can only be accounted for by the crops being
dumaged ax already explained. 1 have no other
explanation to offer on behalf of she crofters who
threshed their grain in 1891 (for not remitting the
money promised), than they never intended doing so.
When spoken to about it their auswer was, “the other
“ crofters could not puy, and why should we. nntil
“ they cun.” Of my endeavours to collect money
during the =eason of 1892, and up to the date of this
veporl I wish to say I have visited their scttlement
three times, and endeavoured te impress upon them
the necessicy of meeting their payments prompily.
Four notives requesting repayment have been sent to
each crofter, explaining in a lucid munner the amount
doe by him to the Board. 1 have received no remit.
tances in answer to these notices, and the only
acknowledgment 1 bhave had of their receipt by the
crofters is their letters to me, which are attuched to the
individual reports cnclosed under this cover. The
very unusually low average [ grain per acre (all over
Manitobi and the North-West Territories) together
with the very low price paid for wheat during the
season ol 1842 will accounr for the non-receipt of any
remittance on account of the frst annual repayment,
and yet, taking all this into consideration, 1 know
there were several crofters in the Colony who, directly
after they had threshed their grain, were in o position
to pay the full amounnt, owing by them to the Board,
on aceount of this year’s annual repayment, and several
other crofters who coulli have paid & portion of the
instaliment due. 1t is most important the erofter
should understund that he bas to meet his obligations
to the Board. I have used cvery means in my power
1o persuade them, and have failed. 1 now feel it my
duty as the Bourd’s ageni to recommend that, wheve |
consider the erofter to be in a positivn to pay. and will
not. 1 be allowed Lo take legul steps to compel him to
do s0. L feel sure one example will only be necessary
to show the crofters that the prevailing opinion in che
settlement ** thut the Home Government does nol
“ expees to receive [rom them the money advanced ”
is false.

Ln conclusion 1 beg to say that on my several visits
to the Colony 1 did not hear one complaint made
against the counfry : all liked it und suw their way to
become, in the near future, independent farmers.

The last three seasons have tanght the crofters how
necessary it is to properly stack the gramn harvested
and to have it threshed and marketed carly: and the
advantage of having sumamer, fullow, and fall ploughing
done. This knowledge having been gained by every
crofter cannot help but be beneficial and tend to make
him a successful furmer. ‘ .

The experience gained and the large amount of fall -
ploughing done. with the good sced the crofters have
for spring sowing, argues well for the season of 1895,
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S ALTCOATS.,

1 have the honour to forward to you for the informa-
tion of the Board my official report of the crofters
(1889) located, near Saltcoats, Assiniboin, North West
Territorics.

COrorrers Ixpivinuasn Rurores.

These reports contain the following information, for
years 1880-1-2_ viz., Lien number, name, location,
nature of buildings and improvemenis made on each
homestend. acxeage, average vield of grain and roots,
live stock mumber and age, poultry, farm implements,
and general remarks.

This vear's (1802) low average per acre of whent
and oats, can only he accounted for Ly lato sowing, no
smmmer fallow. or full plonghing having been dane,
and as the land bad to be prepared in the spring. the
rainy season was almost over before the ground was
ready to receive the seed, consequently the grain sown
was not far emough advanced to be benefited by the
spring rains. The hot winds during the months of May
and Junc wilted the plants, and great mischief’ was
done by the visit of two clectrie storms accompaniced by
hail, which beat down the grain. This disconraged
many of the erofters, and they allowed their cattle to
roam over the crops, which appeared to themn to bhe
hopelessly ruined, when in reality they had reached
that stage of maturity to only require rain to revive
them, to fill and head ont: this rain came shortly after
the hailstorm, and on one homestead that was properly
fenced, and where the catele were not allowed 1o destroy
the crops, the very fair socrage of 20 bushels o the
acre was realised.

The Toot crop was & very fair one, but L am sorry w
inform the Board, that owing 1o the very cold winter,
we have just pussed (hrongh the greater number of the
crofters bave had their roors. which were stored in
their ceBars, destroyed by fross.

Trow the above explanation it will be seen that the
ailure of crops in the Colony was not altogether the

fault of the climate. Other settlers farming in the
inmediate vicinity bad good crops and so might the
crofters, had they not become discouraged and allowed
their cattle to devastate the fields; they would have
had grain to sell. heside what was required for sced and
gristing purposes.

As matters now stand I feel compelled to pelition the
Board for permission to expend  $100.00 wpon seed-
potatoes and grain, in order thas those crofters whose
crops were utter failures and now have land prepared,
may sow their fields.  If allowed, I can purchase seed at
Saltcoats, and i is presumed that the amount
mentioned ns requisite could be taken from the funds
remaining Lo the eredit of the account number *“one ™
alsu that the erolters could be required to give notes
payable on demand for the receipt of seed. potatoes, and
grain.  1f this request is granted by the Board, |
carnestly ask that a cadble be sent me to that effeet, in
order that L may ovbtain the sced in good time.”

vy Srock.

Sivee Jonuary there has been a sericus loss of horned
stoek all over Manitoba and the North-West Territories.
T m thankful to he able 10 infrmn the Bourd that the
foss in the celony hag heen, so far, very small.

GENERAL REM (itKs.

T'he canses of the erofters abandoning their home-
«teads has been seb out, ag far ag 1 was able to uscertain
in their individual reports. It is o be regrevied thal
they have left the eolony, as L feel snre an indepondent
futare vas in store for most of them. had they but been
wue to the sfock and homesieads given them. 1 donot
consider that she Board will lose seriously by their
abandoning. I'he chattels and cattle returned by them
will be disposed of to the best advantage and their
homesteads will, in the near future, bring the Board the
full amouns of their indebtedness.”
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