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THE ORIENTAL PROBLEM 1

JAPANESE

‘The Japanese’'—Not a Question of Race Prejudice—Simply Matter of Rights—Future Effect the
Vital Problem Now.

The Oriental immigration problem is one of vital importance to

C(‘anada, not because of any
acial pride or sentiment which may exist, but bec:

se the problem as to which is to be the dom-
wating race on the North Pacifiec Coast of this continent, Oriental or Oceidental, is one which must

¢ solved, That it wi

Il be solved, is not to be questioned, but when and how? If met fairly now,
it can be settled amicably, but if allowed to drift, it will become a subject of

bitter and bloody
strife at some future date

The problem, while in some respects ¢ licated (of which we will speak later) is compara-
Yively simple, for, in its final analysis, it is ply a guestion of “*right.”” Which re
right to dominate the destiny of this country—Oriental or Occidental?  Which race, according to
the general rules tollowed in such eases, has the inherent right to govern aud to possess? We re-
peat, that, at the present time, this question is so simple that it appears almost like folly to pro-
gound it at onee the answer is given—the Oceidental, of course,

‘¢ has a prior

Some individual pedantie sonls may dispute such a elaim on the grounds that we arve not th
wiginal race, ete,, ete,: but we have neither time nor inelination to enter

r into academie arguments

[
ver theories, so vague and remote from the realm of praetical polities, This is a problem intense-
v practical and imminent. At this present moment, it is seriously affeeting the nationel 1if
also the social and industrial future of the country.
In the term *Oriental”” we must include Hindoo, Chinese and

y treat them separately.  This article will be devoted larg
ww future articles the other two. There is a tendency

, al (l

Japanese. It is our intention

lv to Japanese immigration, 1 \

among some Anglo-Saxons {o treat
"apanese as an inferior race and to patronize them; viewing their presence in the country as a

ieturesque element, simply another dash of variety to our already cosmopolitan population. Oth-
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ers, again, with imagined Christian piety, serious but blind, look upon it as a relig duty to
give every assistance possible to these “sojourners from a foreign and heathen land.”” Still others

weleome them as indnstrious and doeile workers, who do not strike, who work cheaply and thus
add to the employer's profits in varions lines of industry.

In the first place, we wish to say. that the Japanese ave of a race not to be despised. They
are quick, intelligent, and skillful imitators.  They are brave, and strong in physical constitution.
They are ambitions. and have views of a future when their race shall dominate the world’s affairs.
They have a country which, geographically speaking, has an important strategic position, They
have about fifty millions of one distinet race, and must have more room. They are keen, deter-
mined, and have a foreign policy which spells destiny.,  They must be respected, and dealt with on
an oqual bhasis,

On the other hand, we diselaim, absolutely, that we are called npen to be magnanimous in
treating with them, or that our ** Christian duty '’ demands that we sacrifice our position, in the
slighest degree, as the dominant vace, Honorable and strietly just de as with them, as a na-
tion in the great international realm, is the ut-most that ¢an be demand of us. As individuals
courteons, kind, and if you like, brotherly relations should exist, B o many would-be phila
thropists confuse the *“nation’ with the ““individual.,”” and imagine f we are called upon to lay
at the feet of a foreign nation onr whole heritage, beeanse,  for a distorted imagination
pictures it as an alteuistic act. Referving to the contention, that require the Japanese, on the
egronnds that they make good lahorers, we wish to say that, in our apinion, the only persons who
support this contention are those who derive personal profit from the system and who find tempor-

mmediate relief from certain economic labor problems.  Japanese labor, however, is not

{ these problems: being only, as intimated, a temporary relief, and, by the way, a rvelief

which is altogether one-sided and entirely selfish. With the demands of labor we do not intend
to deal at this time, other than to say, that it is a question swhich must and should ke met. Its
sohution will mean that some existing injustices will he remedied and that changes will have to
ocenr in our industrial system, but that these ean be avoided by engaging Japanese, is arrant
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nonsense.  Ounee et the Japanese, or any other nationality, understand that industry cannot do
without them, and you must expect, that demands for better treatment will ensue.  This other
apanese, ain alien race, arvive at that seli-

. however, should be remembered, that onee the .
conscions point, demands will e made, much more unreasonable, and more bitterly supported,
than those of our own race. Not only is this so, but the further fact is equally apparent, that by ¢n-
ging Japanese in our industries we are establishing in our midst a very potent influence which will
affect our standard of national lite seriously.  We do not infer that the Japanese standard is so
much lower than ours as to coustitute a menace, but to say that it is entirely differeat and cannot
be equitably compared, but is none the less objeetionable,

Let us now turn brietly to a consideration of reasons why we should oppose Japanese inni-
gration to Canada,

In the first place, Canada is generally asknowledged to be the key-stone of the British Empire,
and anything, no matter how remote, which threatens the stability of Canade in this regard
ghould be moest asziduously avoided. Our contention is, that Japanese influence in Canada would
serionsly affeet that Imperial element in our national life.  Why? Because Juapan has a vision,
and an ambition to be a controlling influence in international affairs They have a perfeet right
to hold such views, but from our standpoint, would it be in the best intercst of civilization? We
dare to think not.  We still e¢ling to the opinion that the integrity of the British Empire is essential
to modern eivilization, and that we represent the best in modern eivilization

Then, again, Japan has a definite policy which is being applied wherever possible,  They arve
gsecuring control of Nouth American strategie points, on the Pacifie, at an alarming vate, by means
of emigration to these countries. They have succeeded in effectively forestalling Ameviean influ-
ence in the Hawaiian Islands, by emigration. We repeat, they ave the prodominant power in these
islands, which are of such strategic importanee to operations in the Pacifie,  This advantage has
been seeured by adopting the same policy as that cxereised towards British Columbia, and coun-
tries to the south, In the Hawatian Islands, on annexation to the United States in 1900, the sugar
industry received a great impetus and capital poured into the country, with the natural result, a
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1 rabundanee of cheap labor. The native Hawaiian was too lazy, so they tried Chinese,
ctuguese and |u|r.m« se. The Jap proved the best, with the result that Japan seized the oppor-
tunily and sent thousunds of her people to those beautiful islands.  Of these immigrants, a large
portion were ex-soldiers.  According to the eensus returns of 1900, out of a population of 154,000,
there were 61115 Japanese : this has sinee inercased to over 80,000, Of the 4593 children born in
the yvear ending June 30, 1909, 2445 were Japanese, which is about 53 per cent, whereas their
total population is only 30 per cent. nl' the whole. In other words, if there should be no further

immigration hy natural inerease the . Japanese will, in a few years, far ontnumber all other races
combined in those islands, ineluding the natives,

Their presence on the islands has rvesulted in  a social revolution,  They control the retail
trade now, and are rapidly acquiring control of the wholesale trade.  They have their ow:
schools, their own doetors, lw\\~|'.||n~1~ Ivmplt-. and theatres. In short, they arve rapidly changing
the Hawaiian I lands into a “*Little Japan.”” They are there to stay and if at any future time
America and Japan clash.—which the u\vm\ of the last few vears demonstrate to be more than
a possibility,—then Ameriea will find that Japan will have a naval base in mid-Pacifie, and thac
hase will be the Hawaiian Islands.

What Japan has accomplis hul in the HMawaiian Islands, they arve endeavoring to accomplish
in British Columbia.  Already Japanese absolutely control the fishing industry, Ten years ago
there were less than 500 .l.nm fishing in B. . waters: today there are about 10,000 many of
whom are naval reservists, They have complete charts of our whole Pacific Coast line, more aceu-
rate and complete than our most up-to-date admiralty c¢harts.  They hold some of the best coal
lands on the Queen Charlotte Islands. They have a complete system of retail stores, and supply
all the wants of their own people, besides a great portion of  “*white trade.”” They have their
own trust companies and banks. The natural inerease is very large and in a few years will ereate
a serions menace, when they seeure the franchise,  Large numbers take the oath of allegiance for
commereial reasons—about 1,500 last year alone: yet they remain ultra-loyal to Japan, They
thus have full vights of citizenship in Canada, and at the same time constitute a standing army for
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Japan in our midst. To a large extent, they arve the chief element in our logging and shingle indus-
tries, also in the boatboilding  indostry.  Many secure rights which belong exelusively to eiti-
zens (by virtue of a false oath) and claim protection under the influence of the Japanese Govern-
ment.  This is demonstrated by the faet that they elaimed, and received. compensation for damage
resulting from the Vancouver viots, in September, 1907, by virtue of the fact that they were
aliens, yet most of them were seeuring privileges which were the exclusive rights of citizens, The
1 Japanese interests of British Columbia ave elosely identified with those of Japan, which is proven

1‘ by the fact that most of their operations are financed by the Bank of Japan, through a syndicate

with headgnarters in Seattle. The incompatability of the two races produces an exelusiveness which

makes it difficult to get any satisfactory adjnstment of a dispute or to apprehend a eriminal. There
has been guite a number of bhratal murders among them, many of the perpetrators having escaped.

The most of them earry concealed arms, and while, generally speaking, are very amicable, they are

} uely and vindietive in a quarrel. They do not assimilate, nor is it desirable that they should do so.

In many trades they take the places of boys who should be learning the trades, such as feeding plan-

ers ard such machines in sash and door factories, and in shingle mills, with the inevitable result that

[ in a few years there will be no white men who know the trade. They always segregate, and or-

l ganize a Japanese town in every community, with its acecompanying Oriental customs,

In his own country, the Japanese is a most interesting personalitv. We know this from obser-
vation and experience: but as a conspicuons figure in the control of Western Canada he is inimical
to the hest interest of the Empire,

) The question is often asked, **What about the treaty between Great Britain and Japan? [If
you raise this question now, is there not danger of international complieations?” Our reply is, that
undoubtedly there is a danger of raising a question which may demand the skill of our diplomats
to deal with, but we go further and assert, that, in our opinion the Japanese Government has no
right, whatever, to elaim the application of this treaty to the question of our regulations on immi-

’ eration. for several reasons: first, because the whole question is foreed to an issue hy the whole-

sale perjury of the Japanese, in that they apply for and obtain eitizenship in Canada and still

h =
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retain their allegiance to Jag
and the bulk of those so d

n. They hecome Cuavadian citizens to secure commercial advantage,

r aet a lie when they do it because, as stated, they still ¢laim the
right of protection of the Japanese Government, even to the extent of  seeuring the attention ol
Downing street

hese men are British subjeets they arve no longer subjects of the Mikado, and consequent-
v, THis Roval Highness can elaim no further interest in thems nor can he, or his  government,
demand the exereise of the terms of the treaty in their behalf, If they do not become eitizens,
then Japan has no right to interfere in the running of our i If we wish to withhold our
patural resovrees, such as fish, timber, 1 land. from all, exeept native born or naturalized
citizens, what right has the Mikado to interfere? I we should decide that Orientals ave not de-
i | such regulations as will support that view, by what right can

s —

sivable immigrants, and we

any other nation interfer
I we allow the argument of the ““treaty’ to influence us, we will find, in the course of a very
few years. that there will be a solid Japanese vote capable of deciding any eleetion in the Pacifie
Coast provinee, with the result that onr western poliey will be dictated by Japan, beeause these
; Jupanese voters will still he loving subjeets of the Mikado, )
We are just ten years too late in facing this question. Then it was simple; but, thanks to
the absolute hreach of faith ou the part of the Federal anthorities with the West, and the insane
action of Sir Wilfrid's Cabinet in aceepting the Japanese treaty in full. when he was urged by Jos.
Chamberlain to reserve all rights re immigration, we are today faced with a guestion that is com-
I plicated because of the “‘interests’ involved. It must be faced, and now is the opportunity for the

people of the West to present this whole guestion at Ottawa so that it will receive the considera-
tion which the seriousness of the situation demands.

This is no time to diseuss academic questions of foreign diplomaey with Downing street, but

tis a question, as far as London is concerned, of “*Canada or Japan, take your choice.””  Or, as

far as Ottawa is eoncerned, “* British Columbia or Japan.”” We are too deeply interested in the

{ ty of the Empire to worry over an Oriental subterfuge which may, or may not. exist in the

| Anglo-Japanese treaty—we claim it does not.

%ﬁ
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HINDU ' E |

Discussed Request to Allow Wives to Enter—Hindu Not a Pioneer—Congregates in Cities—Claim
Right as British Subjects—Let Them Develop India’s Hinterland.

) In our last article, published in last week’s **CALL,”" on “‘Oriental Immigration,”” we dis-
cussed the question from the standpoint of Japanege Immigration. It is our purpose this week to
deal with the much talked of ““HINDU' problem. We must once again call attention to the
efforts, of many sympathizers of the Hindus, to rouse support for them on sentimental and religious
grounds. Again we assert that most of these so-called supporters are ignorant of actual conditions
and have been carried away by the supposedly unjust treatment accorded to the Hindu.

There recently journeyed to Ottawa, to present the case of the Hindu, three Sihks (Sundar
Singh, Tiga Singh, Rajah Singh) and a white man named Hall, who was totally ignorant of the
‘ actual facts of the ease, but who imagined it was his Christian duty to support the Hindu. That
this man Hall was not clear, as to his position, was evidenced by his objection to the presence of
[ the B. C. members on the oceasion of the presentation of the Hindu's ease before the Minister of
’ the Interior, and also from the fact that his only argument was based on his views as a missionary.
! We have nothing to say derogatory of the missionary movement, but hold that this question has
a much greater claim on our attention from an economie¢ and national standpoint, than from a
missionary point of view,

Permit us first to dispose of some of the arguments put forward by this man Hall, and by

! others who hold similar views, when urging that the wives of the Hindus be admitted. Their
main contention is, that it is immoral to expect men to live apart from their women, and if we

insist_ upon this unnatural condition, it will he conducive to criminal practices on the part of

the Hindu. Very great stress is placed upon this argument, and it is amazing to what extent it is

being advanced by those who claim to be the special custodians of public morals and by church

people. Have these special pleaders for the indu ever stopped to consider the inevitable and

logical conclusion to which their argument must lead? Do they not realize that to accept their

-
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contention, is to admit the whole prineiple of ‘rostricted distriets,” and that chastity is an im-
possible virtue?  These same moralists would raise a tremendous howl il it were proposed to m-
troduce a system of restricted districts (and in theiv objection we wonld heartily agree), but they
accept on behaif of the Hindu an argument which they have heen fighting, in season and ont of
season, for yvears, when applied to white men.  Then again, according to the solemn deelaration of
Tiga Singh., only one-lalf of the Hindus now in.British Columbia have wives. What do these moral
advocates propose for the balanee, about 2.500 in number? Surely, to be consistent with this dis-
gustin anment presented by this fellow Hall, and foolishly canght up by hundreds of c¢hurches
thronghout Ontario and the West, it will he necessary to make some provision for this large

mher of unmarried Hindos, or admit that there is still existing in onr midst **a grave menace
to public morals.”” or, to quote Hall further, ““would you ask these men to live a life of enforced
hastity 27" We answer, unhesitatingly, ves, and utterly repudiate this low, base argument, which
is a libel on the decent manhood of Canada.

We apologize to the reader for this discussion, hut it was made necessary by the wholesale
presentation of this argument by the very people, including large numbers of churches, who upon
reflection, eannot possibly aecept it, but who have heen hoodwinked by sueh men as this Hall and
other utterly irresponsible people, whose foolish fanaticism has entively blinded their judgment,

As o matter of fact, this question of bringing in their wives never entered into the minds of
the Hindus until very recently, and then only as a means to rouse sentimental support from a
certain type of moral busybody, and how well the wily Hindu sueceeded is evidenced by the hub-
hub which has resulted.

The object the Hindn has in view
this the ground for e¢laim, as

first, to secvre the vight of aceess to Canada; then to make
sritish subjects, to free vight of travel or settlement in all parts of the
Brpire: then to elaim full right of franchise, and to extend this to the right to sit in all elective
hodies, or to hold office in any public capaeity. This, in brief, is their propaganda as stated to the
writer by the very fellow, Dr. Sundar Singh.

Now let us for a moment examine the personnel of this delegation which went to Ottawa,
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There is the so-ealled Dr. Sundar Singh, who is heing quoted all over the East. and who repre-
sents himself as a wealthy philanthropist, who is spending his time and money to elevate his poor,
suffering fellow countrymen in Canada.  He has succeeded in working the people of Ontario to
a piteh of excitement worthy of a mueh better ¢anse and a more honest man. This Sundar Singh
is one of the cleverest rascals in Canada., Until very recently he was the leader of a clique of the
Hindu colony in B. (. who were opposed to the rule of

ega Singh, with whom he is now con-
spiring in order to promote the program outlined above, e is a professional agitator and trouble
monger, and, instead of being a philanthropist, is an unserupulons exploiter of his more ignorant
fellow-countrymen, living off his wits. Ile has traveled widely and has had an extensive experience,
and handles business matters for other Hindus at a handsome profit to himself. e is altogether
undesirable and unreliable, and a menace to the community.

Tega Singh is the leac of the Hindus of the Pacific Coast; he is a student and a scholar,
but, like his old enemy and compatriot, Sunda Singh, he also lives by his wits, and by what he ean
seenre from his fellows. 1le is a elever dreamer, but a fearfully poor husiness man. His word, like
that of most Orientals, is absolutely unreliable. e is reported to be deeply interested in the modern
sedition movement of India. As a scholar, he is interesting ; but as a citizen, guiding the destiny of
his fellows, he is extremely dangerous.

Rajah Singh, the last of the trio, is the only trustworthy one of the three; but he is pretty
much controlled by the others, so is not of serious consequence,

As stated, up to recently, Tega and Sundar Singh were bitter enemies and constantly conspir-
ing one against the other, and it would be interesting to know just what the terms are of this unholy
alliance,

So much for the men, and. by the way, the writer has an intimate acquaintance with them and
knows whereof he speaks. Now let us examine the elaims of the Hindus and submit some reasons
why. in our opinion, they should not be granted.

First, they ask that the wives and families of those now in the country be admited, whieh,
according to their own statements, would 2umber about 2,500 or 3,000 families. Taking five as

: -
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an average family, and this is small, it would mean that there would be an immediate inerease of
the indu eolony of about 12,000 to 15,000 souls.  Or, in other words, we would have a colony of
about 20,000 Iindus, which would rapidly grow by natural increase.
They claim that Canada requires seftlers and that the Iindus are farmers. Tt is true, we

do want settlers, but these men will not pioneer; they congregate around great cities and are en- f
ployed at jobs for which there is a very ample supply of labor, such work as piling lumber at i

the saw mills, tending machines of various sorts, working as section men on the railways, clear-
ing city lots, excavation work, stable and garden men, ete., ete. They work much cheaper than
a white man conld afford to. They herd together in small houses in the poorer distriets of i"ie
cities and thus live very cheaply. They do, to a very small extent, work in the country coniiguous
to the cities, but they do not, nor will they o mto undeveloped distriets to settle new country, Ho
from a settler’s standpoint they have no claims.

Another ground upon which they demand right of entry is, that they are British subjects. l
This claim seems to eaptivate the mind of many who are supporting their requests. They are Drit- 14
ish subjects: so is the North American Indian, the Bushman of Australia, the Hotentot and Kaflr of
South Africa, the Natives of New Guinea, the Aborigines of New Zealand, and we might add, the
native tribes of Egypt. Would anyone suggest that we should open (fanada or any other part of ’
the Empire to an unrestrieted migration of any of these people who shounld take a notion to travel? |
Because a man is a British subjeet, is that a reason why he should have freedom to impose his !
presence in any place which may strike his faney? Ilave we the right to compel South Africa,
or India. or New Zealand to aceept immigrauts from Canada, irrespective of their qualifications? ‘
Do we not refuse large numbers of British born immigrants, becanse in our opinion they are not
desirable? And who dares to interfere in our inalienable right to state the qualification of our t

immigrants? Therefore, on the ground that we in Canada, in common with all other self-governing
Dominions, have the right to say who shall and who shall not settle here, we contend that if we
choose to say ““No’’ to the Hindu, we are free to do so, and are not compelled to answer to any
higher authority for our position than that of our own Parliament. But, further, our position, or
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contention is strengthened by this fact, that the Hindu is of a different race, standard of morals and
ethical ideas, mental conceptions, traditions, history, culture, customs, physical attainments and
capabilities, home and social life, eduecation, and, in fact, in every way is different from us. We
cannet and will not assimilate, It would mean u contest between the Oriental and the Occidental ,
and, while in Canda the Ocecidental at present predeminates, we are not inclined to invite a con-
test between three hundred and fifteen millions of Orientals and seven millions of Occidentals. We
contend that the destiny of Canada is best left in the hands of the Anglo-Saxon race, and are
“unalterably and irrevoeably’ opposed to any move which threatens in the slightest degree this
position,

This we assert in spite of a statement made by an unnamed correspondent to the Vancouver
Province, “‘that it was unstatesmanlike.”’

Someone will ask, ‘“What are you going to do with this three hundred and fifteen millions of
India? Are they not now overcrowded?”” We answer that there is ample room in India. The
greater portion of the population of India live in the large cities, especially those cities on the
coast line. There is a vast hinterland or hill country, in India, which might be developed. Let
these Hindus, who prate so loudly about their patriotism, go to these frontier lands and open them
up to civilization. They dare not; they have not got in their natures the stuff which makes
pioneers,  From the standpoint of climate, they the men who should do it; but no, it is left to the
sturdy Anglo-Saxon to pioneer and explore these wild regions.

The Hindu civilization is immeasurably older than ours: where have they, as a race, ever been
known to open up a new territory, or extend civilization? Never. Bnt they come creeping into
the choicest parts of onr Empire, seeking to pluck some of the rich rewards resulting from the
labors of a hardy race of pioneers who have opened up the country and made possible a comfort-
able life.

There is this other reason why we should oppose Hindu immigration because personally they
are undesirable. We point to one characteristic of the Hindun which is quite sufficient to warrant
us in refusing him entrance. It is the inherent convietion in all of them that “*for cause or reason

—
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they arve justified in lying or deceiving.”'  They will deny this, but we will appeal to any one
who has had an extensive knowledge of them, if it is not true that you ecannot trust them, nor
believe them when it is in their interests to deceive.

This fact is clearly demonstrated by the action of several of our judges, who refused to try
any more Hindu cases because it was impossible, on oath or any other way. to believe them. This
characteristic is so deep-rooted that any who know them will agree that they cannot be trusted,
nor is it possible to shake them in this ingrained deceit,

The Hindu has in recent years become possessed of a notion that he is destined to rule the
Empire; that his civilization is so much older than ours, that if he ean onece secure recognition
as a British subjeet, with full rights of citizenship throughout the Empire, he will by weight of
numbers be able to become the predominating influence in Imperial affairs,  We are not prepared
to discuss ““Home Rule for India,”” but we are prepared to take this stand, that we will never
consent to any poliey which will make it possible for the Hindu to become a factor in Tmperial
acairs, except to a limited extent, and that to be confined entirely to India. Consequently, in ¢om-
mon with Australin and New Zealand, we take the position that as far as Canada is concerned it
shall remain white, and our doors shall be closed to the Hindu, as well as to other Orientals.

One word regarding the contention that it would not do any injury to permit a few women
to enter. It would not end there, Knowing the Oriental faculty for hegging as we do, we are
convineed that with his usual importunity, if you gave him an inch he would never rest until he
had received a mile. If yon admit a few, on what grounds ean you refuse the many? Supposing
that not one more IHindu were admitted, but you allow the families of those now here to come,
what wonld be the result? With a nuclens of 20,000, they would soon grow to such numbers as to
constitute a permanent menace to the country. Then as to the claim, that they are, many of them,
British soldiers, we have but to draw attention to the veiled threat of Sundar Singh that if they
were not given free access that he would cable India and would not answer for the result there,
Are we to be brow-heaten by such loyalty as that? Again, we would direct the attention of these
ultra-loyal British soldiers to the vast hinterland of India and say that ““there is a field in which
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vour patriotism may find plenty of room for exercise’; we prefer our own forms of loyalty,
which does not seek personal advantage by veiled threats

This question of Hindu immigration vitally affects British Columbia at the present time, This
provinee is the vietim of the ignorance of the balance of the Dominion, and it the past poliey be
contimued, then it will not be many years before the East will realize what a gigantie error has
been made, and, like the United States, we will have a race problem that will continue to grow in
complicity and magnitude

There is only one course to follow, and that is to stop, ere it is too late, this objectionable
nmmigration to our Canadian West

CHINESE

In many respeets the Chinese are the least objectionable of all classes of Orientals; they do
not invade the realm of labor to guite the same extent as the Japanese, nor are they so importun-
ate or as troublesome as the Hindn

The Chinaman was one of the first of the Oviental races to emigrate to the American Conti-
nent, and has, to some extent, beecome quite a fiemly established institution, On the Pacifiec Coast,
as houschold servants and as cooks in cafes, ete., they are very widely employed; this is largely
beeause of the scarcity of female servants. In this respect, however, it is well to note that this
condition is partly the result of the employment of the Ovientals in other fields. To a very great
extent British Columbia fisheries are in the hands of the Japanese: our logging and shingle-holt
industry is also being rapidly passed over to the Japanese, In the factories, saw mills and shingle
mills the Jap, Hinda and Chinaman is largely employed to do work which formerly supported thon-
sands of white men; the result is that the class of eitizen from which the houschold servant is
drawn, has been supplanted by the Oriental; or in other words, many industries, which should be




14 THE ORIENTAL PROBLEM

supporting a large white population with a family, is so completely in the hands of these Orien-
tals that it is impossible to secure any domestie help, because of these conditions.

It should be remembered that this is not the result of any immediate change, socially or indus-
trially, but has been an evolutionary process, so gradual and subtle that it has searcely been noticed,
except by those who have been close students of economie conditions. In fact, many do not even
vet realize the conditions which actnally obtain, but imagine that we may continue this policy in-
definitely and still retain our race supremacy.

The Chinese are also very good business men and have extensive commercial interests, operate
many laundries, conduet extensive market gardens (practically control that industry), have an
extensive share of the restaurant trade and own a large amount of real estate, so it will be ob-
served that he is no small factor in the economic life of the community.

At this point the question naturally arises, if all this be true, why should we interfere with
the Chinese immigration or restrict his operations? First, because he has not, and will not assimi-
late. 1In spite of the fact that thousands of these Chinese have been in British Columbia for up-
wards of twenty years, they still remain Chinese in every respect. They live together in their own
Chinese distriets, in their own Oriental way, wearing their native dress, and import their own food,
supplied from their own stores, they save their money and send it to China and usualy return there
for their old age. They are inveterate gamblers and in this respect corrupt a large proportion of our
yvoung people by inducing them to play their games. In Vancouver alone, from actual personal
observation of the writer, upwards of three hundred of young men under twenty were nightly in
these Chinese gambling dens. Not only are they morally eorrupt in this way, but as opium fie ds
and white slave traders they are still more guilty and a serious menace to the country. From a
sanitary standpoint they are altogether undesirable, as it is e eemely diffieult to make them observe
the average sanitary laws, and their houses are usually a breeding place for all manner of dirt
lli\l';l.\

Like all other Orientals they will not pioneer, but congregate in the large centres and operate
from there. Most of the unskilled laboring element are slaves, who are owned and controlled by
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be remembered that women are constantly entered as ““exempts’ as wives of merchants, and this
traffic was prosecuted with the assistance of the olicials.

In another place the learned judge recommends ““the prosecution of Yip On and Yip Sue, inter-
preters,” hut nothing was done and these Chinese eriminals were allowed to escape in order to
protect other eriminals higher up, whose infamy would have been revealed had these Chinese
been faced with a penitentiary sentence.  All this goes to prove two things, first, the moral deprav-
ity of the Chinese and the still more disgusting guilt of many white men who are willing to prosti-
tute their sense of honor for gain.

ITad it not been for the desperate and persistent objections of the Government and white
people of British Columbia, the Grand Trunk Pacific wonld have imported thousands of these Orien-
tals to work on the construetion of their road. The Chinese are willing and anxious to ecome, and
the “*hoss element,”” or Chinese merchants, are preparved to financee them and to hire them out to
companies and large employers of labor like cattle, This is a violation of our principles of immi-
aration, which secks only such as are able to come of their own volition and with money in their
pockets, The slightest relaxation in our regulations would result in an immediate influx of the
poorest type of Chinese, under this system of slavery. This, we maintain, woud be inimical to the
development of the conntry, and a serious blow to our standard of citizenship.

It is not a question of assimilating a few choice merchant Chinese (although this is impossible),
but it is a question of admitting hordes of the lowest class of Oriental coolies. In spite of the most
strenvous efforts and constant opposition of the Government of British Columbia, backed up by the
strongest possible publie sentiment, we have been unable to keep ont this elass of immigration. and
in all fairness we ask, what would be the result if the regulations were to be relaxed? We protest
most strongly that the effeet would be appalling, and rather than entertain for a moment any
suggestion to relax, we should face the problem squarely and decide the point of. do we favor
Oriental immigration? If not. then make such regulations as will exclude them effectually.
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CONCLUSION

Little do the people of British Columbia know of the stupendous prejudices and difficulties
which confront them in their efforts to protect themselves against an inundation of Orientalism.
Nor do they realize that a thoughtless flick of a pen by a eabinet minister at Otawa, in a moment
of carelessness, would immediately produce a condition in the social and industrial life of the
provinee which would cause them to stagger. Slight, indeed, is the comprehension of the people
ol Kastern Canada of the significance of the “yellow and brown peril,”” so slight that there are
thousands who, with the utmost complacence, would open the flood gates of the Pacific coast

provinee and magnanimously welecome **our brethren of Asia.”’

Vague and meagre is the knowledge of the Parliament of Canada relative to this great prob-
lem, and how small and insignificant it is in the eyes of the Government itself; this is largely so
beeause its effect is seen in conerete form, only in that provinee three thousand miles away, which
to many, who have never seen it, is so wild and undeveloped as to be of slight importance as an
objeet of ministerial solicitation.

All this is quite natural, but none the less regretable. It is a psychological attitude peculiar
to the human mind. It is an expression of the sentiment which attaches great importanee to that
which is close at hand and imminent, and which minimizes the importance of that which is distant
and, more or less, remote. It is quite true that this mental attitude is that which prevents the
whole race from going mad with worry, but pursued to an extreme will bring the direetly oppo-
site result, the decline of the race, because of indifference and lethargy.

Not for one moment would we suggest that irreparable eatastrophe is knocking at the door in
the form of *‘Orientalism,”” but we unhesitatingly assert that, if Canada permits the continued
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1

li n all its ramifications, is east in an entirely different mould from that which fashioned the
race which we are so prond to eall our own.

No student of homan life has ever dared to seriously advocate the bhlending of the Oecidental
imd Oriental races as a practical step in the advaneesent of civilization. Some persons obeessed
with a species of race coneeit which, all too frequently, finds expression among us, have openly
averred that we could assimilate any number of aliens; that the natural virility of our race is an

gainst all danger from race mixture. This vain contention has been most
I by these gentlemen in utter disregard of elearly apparent results, and of

impregnable hulwark
I\

national laws, too well known to require repetition,
«ding in number seven and a half millions, expect
ght hundred mil-

assiduous advanee

o assimilate

ITow can we. a ]hl»!\"‘ not exe
ants from races which

f number upwards of e

any considerable number of immis
{ it were possible to do so without deteriorating
\sia is awakening. The eight hundreed millions of her people are gradually coming to a
hv

tion of their great numerical strength.  Our chief defence against possible absorption

v
this almost irresistable power, lies in their internal dissensions and prejudices, which are so deeply
rooted that they take precedencee of evervthing else: also in the virility and stability of our race,
1 characteristic whiech has won for us the high position we hold among the nations of the earth,
but if we should ken in any degree the bonds of unity which hold the British Empire together,

the hoasted superiority of onr race wonld he unable to save us from the attacks. economie. social

and national, of the peoples hevond the seas
i afford to be

Cur country is vast in extent and requires “men’’ to develop it, but we ¢

reckl n our choice of men in onr haste for development.  There are two great problems that
we of this age must solve. They are: the hasis of immigration, and the form of edueation

We have been inelined to place too eareless a value upon onr eitizenship, recklessly admitting
to the full privileges of citizenship, people who know nothing of the principles of demoeratic gov-

ernment, with the result that thousands of votes ave ‘‘delivered,’’ in certain seetions, on polling

day. No man has a right to the franchise who does not know how to exereise it independently, or
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should not enconrage a class of immigra-
1i4 |

who harters th
tion which is ine of realizing, | h i
the privileges accorded to him in the interest of any other eause than that of the integrity of ourt

o right for a consideration; and we
| N

wlily, the responsibility of eitizenship, and who will exercis

own country as an integral part of the Empire
We conclude this series of articles with the deliberate assertion that the Oriental races do uot,

in any sense, measure up to the standard of eitizenship necessary for the proper development of

this connty In this statement we have no hesiteney in ineluding the Hindu and believe that his
p 1 {0 1l privileg a ecitizen of our Empi vill have more weight when he | demon
strated his caj lity of governing himself in his own Iand: then, and not until then, will his elaim
be considered. and when that time arrives it will be time enough for us to discuss more extensive

Iy the finer points as to what extent he shall be permitted to become a factor in Canadian life,







