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With the Infantry in South Africa.

BY COLONEL LAWRENCE BUCHAN, C. M. G. COMM
FiOYAL CANADIAN HEOIMENT

NDINC; THE

Mr. Chairinan and (.Jentleinen,—In enfl^avonrinj; to nWc you ii

lecture on the soniewhat comprehensive subject which has bt-.-n 8Ul'-
gested to me for my remari<8 to-ni^rht, I fear that I have undertak.-.i
a task that I will be far from able to iKrforrnWtisfactorily either to
you, or myself, and, further, I know that I have tackled a subject
that I can scarcely do justice to in the brieflcounse of one evening's
talk. If I \>e able to hold your attention for one hour on the subj.ct
myself, I hope to raise points for considerati which will so draw
out the ideas and counter ide»i8 of those present that the fli.scussion
which follows tlie lecture may prove of much more interest to you
than the lecture itself, as it certainly will be to me.

Before proceeding' to relate incidents and scenes more directly
connected with the subject of "With the Infantry in South Africa?'
I desire to make a few remarks upon the iinpre.ssions that >iave Jwen
forced upon me by my experience in that campai<,m, as thev also
were, though less forcibly for many reasons, in the Cana<la 'North
West Campaign of 1885, and the first and greatest is this :

THE XECESSITV FOR PREPARATION.

I need not go into any account of the enormous waste of money
and the unnecessary loss of valuable lives, caused bv the absolute
lack of proper preparation to all branches of our military service and
Its concomitant re(|uirement8 when that little unpleasantness sud-
denly broke out in March, 1885, in our own North West. That is
long past and gone, but the le-sson of "necessity for preparation" was
not learned from our experience at that time.

It was plain to any observer of pa.ssing event.s that the day
would again come when Canadians would be suddenly called upon to
take up arms at some time, and to tight somewhere, on behalf of the
Empire, if not in defence of our own tires* 'es.

*A Lecture deiivered at the Canadian Military Institute. 3rd February, J9( ?.
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Allien. il,,iri.i. istorih, i\,llnw.-.| l,\- 111.' ii..-\it;.l,|.. ..fHux in.
tl... vx.t,v,i„lyNu,!.alt.T«vai'.|>.Mni/anh r,uU],r,l,-s, smvuum^ sunk,
U..I tami.niias, |, was l.-.v f|,„t w ivlfx ..,| tl... I>t Ji.V.luti Hi -I

iih.l.i-., «l„. I.a.l air.x,,| -.i CaiHtoxM, t|„ s„, lav as w .|i.| 1„
I.... -.„„. strai-l.l M|.r,.,ihiiy tV.,.,i ih.-j, >|,i,,. \\,. „..,•,. afLTwai-.
'" '''

^\ "'t""'H'lv avM„.i,.l..| will, that -allaiit l.atfali..i, tl.n.ii .}

nut ll... \vli.,i,. ot niir >lay ill Smith AlViia. (»iiih..!tt|i ,,ii.| jOiirw
mux, ..ll.y hail' hattalioiis tM H..i,Mu.it aii-l w.nt ii.to raii... ^^h..n^^
\v.T.. ,|,.s|„m;.| to^tay. with „„..v ..r l.-s iiit.rni|,i ;.„,, |-,,r tuu month
It uas .Junii- tli.->r two i,i..i,tli. that tl... Imttaliun ..l,tniii,..| tliii
tiaiiiiii;: aii.l

, \|,..n..ii,-,. whirl, |, ,| .v , iii tiallv t.. its U^inr ,.,1,],. t
' .-' '•'•-.Iltal.ly thinu-i, tl... ,aM,pai;;,i. " Drill nf all sorts wa
l..actis.-.i ,lail\ hattlf f.-nnal ions niaichiii- toiniat int.s on|inai
t .iniatioiis. tai-.l laa.tiiv at known aii<l unknown .|is,an, - „„;
.•v.-rythin- in that lin.- that roul-l 1... thoii-ht i.ossil.lv ns | wa
;.'orM. throii;;!, a;;ain aii.l a-aiii, n„t,,ost .luti.s w...v'v..rv h.-avi
(•oiitii.uously, wv iM-in- tl ly Ii,r.„trv tiu'iv for a whilr atil
havin- a lai-.- |»Tmi.-t.M' to rovr. This was vari.Ml at tinu-s l.v'sud
.xiM-l.tionsas that oH •olon..| I'iK-h.T to Sni.nvsi.lc, wIi.t- oin-'ofai
conipinirs hrslca un.i.r liiv on N.-w V.-ai's -lav. aii.i with soni,
• ^...•.nslanji.Ts ami Hois- Aitill...y uxv ii.stni,n..ntal in tl,.- ••aptiin
oi son..- 4.) I)iit<-hii..-ti of all sorts. Suhs..<,u.Mitlv, .lurii..-- tla- montl
oi .laiiuary, sevral of th- .•oinpani.s w.-iv out on .l."tach.-i .mtv
th.Mvl.y ^'aiiUM- much valuahl.- ..xpcri..,Kv. h was whilst th.-r.' at
H.-ln,o,it that wv lH-<-ain.- ii.tin. it.ly ac.|Uaint(..l with tli.- n.am..-rs
un.l custonis ..f th.. S,>uth AfnVan ostrich. Thi. iV-stiv,- hir-l was inmuch .•M.l..nc.. thciv. an.l as tain.- as a l.arnvard fowl. M.- woul.i
wi, ahout till you left y..ur fiit an.j tli.ii with his lon.r far-ivach-
in. iuhl„.r ii..(-k an.I prrh,.nsil.. hill wouM pick out from un.l.-r the
uproll,-.! tent curtain anything' an.j .vcrythin;,^ that took his fancy uh
a .iaii.ty morsel, trom the small p.K-k.t pni\vr-l k to a eakcf soan
a sponjic or a Lcc-KnH..|.l cartri-l-c Th.-.s'.. l.ir.ls w.-,.- a iiuisanc in
oth.-r w-ays tor tlicy w.aiM wamh-r ati.M at iii;,r|,t aii.l fiviiuctlv
scaiv the wits out of an outpo.st sentry l.y appn,achi,.<r him witi,
stealthy Mt.'ps throutrh th.- .larkii.'ss of the iiij^ht. until, hearin.' no
iinswer to his challenj;.'. ban- wouM ;;o the ritle. ami raiv, v.-ry^rare
instanc.-s liav.' Im.'u known in which he Lain,'.'.! his l.ir-l On ("me (»f
th.-se luek\- occasions I was fortunate enouTrh to <jet hol.l of « liin.i
• luart.r ami 1 assure you, as cooke.l i.y a KatHr ^riH, it was a most
palatable and toothsome .lish. Durin- the last wc-k of .January ami
the early part of February lari:e bodies of troops of all sorts were
e.intinuously jmssinjr up th.- line to stations between u.s and Modder
Hiver with tram loa.ls of supplies and warlike .stores. an<i half of our
Lattaiion was moved up the line toward.s (ira.span, oulv to return to

.^^H',-^ -yaw--:r^
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We marclie<l into .lacolis.Jal next iiiuriiiii;,'. riinlini; many P.oor'^

woumU'il in thf hospitals tlien-. Now caine mir rirst nij^ht niaicli.

hut it was only i-lcven iiiilos aiwl we rcachi-il Klip Drift at 4 a. mi.

Tlif stop at tliat place for the day was a most uncomfortaltie one on
account of the Ijiisterini,^ licat ami the impossihiiity to sh'ep or n.'st in

it. Apiin We started, at ti p. m.. ami marched all'tlin.ui,di the Mi_t,dit

reachitif,' I'aardeher^- Drift on the Modder river at (iiMO a. m. on the
inemorahie LSth Keliruary, after haviii^r covered 2:{ weary ndh's.
p]very one was just about dead lieat and done out, hut then- was
plenty of tirini; j,'oinj,f on up the river a mile or so, and we expected
soon to 1)0 cailed upon to take a haml in it. hreakfast, consisting of
a hard tack and a cup of coti'ee. with a jolly ijood ration of rum
therein, was hastily swallowed, and oti" we were sent uji the river to

.1 conimandinj; ^'>]>']<' on the south side, from where we cau;,dit our
first glimp.se of Cronjes I<aa;,'er. Plenty of move nts of troops and
firiuir was ifoin«; (ju, liut we were not in it yet. I'resently we were
ordered to cross the river d(nvn at the drift ami join in the';ittack on
the north side with the rest of our l)rij,'ade, the different re<;imi>nts
viftiun; with each other as to who should he over first. We foun<l the
river very swift and hreast deep, hut with the aid of .-i eahle the
Enifineers had stretched to keep us from hein;,^ carrie<l down stream,
we plunijed in, and holdinj: on tit,dit to the cable and to each other we
all ^ot across in n-ood order, hut .soaked to the skin. I remember so
vividly now |ioor Harry Arnold lau^hin;;ly tryin;,^ to stand on his

head to let the water run out of liis hoots and pockets. We were
soon all forme(| uj), Arnold's comiiany. "A." in front. Ord(>rs were
(,'iven for the advance in extemled foririation. and now the value of
the Kelmont ti-.nninj,r displayed itself, for the extensions of company
by company went on like clockwork, without a command or shout,
but by si^^mal ami ipiietly pas.se<l word from officer to section leader
and so on to the men. On we went in the direction indicat<il, and
presently the pin^' of the pa.ssinj; bullet be^ran to siiiff thi-ouj,di the air,

then as we got closer the ping turned into a sound like the crack of a
whip or a pistol shot close to one's ear. Nothing of the enemy was
to be seen, but to our Itd't a battery of our .•irtilh-ry was getting it

liot, the horses as they were hit plunging about or falling, atid the
officers and men working liard to limber up and out of it. They got
away at last and we became the> special target for the time. We jay
down and tired, and advanced by rushes to do the same thing over
again, until we got so close to the hush and dongas, where by this
time we knew the enemy were in so great force that further advance
was, without many more men, ijuite impossible. I should imagine it

was about 10 or IQrM) o'clock. The tiring lim; was in a sort of cres-
cent shape, the left swunt; forward and under complet'' coutr"! a!id
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won; dpIi'I-.m! dduii t<i till' |)|-ii't I'mi- a la\> |-i-r. I'Ut that iii 'ht it

II) a
iiinier

•eil to

The
iiitcr-

The livr
tliniii^h thr

ili'l all Niich

l»-|,.a-U-l-.i

>ut that was
It

raiiii'il lakes aiiij M'as. aiiij s|i-r|i was n^'Xt to iiii|)ii-<si

rose rapi'lly, ami at liawi! a ihuiiImt mI' curiisi-. aii'i a

ihiy ]nitriil carcassrs of dxcii, iiiuh's, lioi-srs, --h,',-!, ^-.lat-

iii hmi'iri'ijs caiin' Moating' ilown th.' riv.T t'lMin th

Iajij,'<T. 'I"h<' sti'iich was hun-iliii' ami thr wat'i- piitiiil

wliat we liaij tn ilriiik, wasli in aipl inaki- t^a with. < )ii MMii,la\

noun the lioyal ('anaWians rilifv.'.l ilic ( 'oi'iiw alls i:i tin- aii\ ancij
ti'tMichcs, with oi'ilcrs to .-xtrnii ami rnlai;;i- thiin in i.laccv, '\'\r.>t

fVt'iiin^' our hrii^MiJi. T tohl us Ih' woiiM lik^ ii- to makr a 'hanon-
" stration hy advancini;- in tin' ilark as far as w,- c ,uM ^,f aii<| then
"fstaljiisli ourselvfs at thf nt-w point.' 'I'hat is th'- 'hlicati- \\a\- in

wliich ill- invariahly issued liis verbal orders t'oi- any ini|joitaut nio\e-

nient. In brief, we wciv to advance on tin- laa-cr coveiin;; ,., fVont

of 240 yards with •240 men in the front rank, witli (harmed nia^^axines

and ti.\t;d bayonets, an<l 24() in tiie rear rank with entivnchin^r spades
ami slunj,' riHe.s. About :{0 men of No. 7 ("oni|ian\, l^)val Knnini.is.
were to accompany us witli san>l ba;;s and tools for niak in;,'' ha>-tv
entreiiclinients. The (lordons took our places in the tienclies witli

orders to remain in support, 'i'ln' Snro])sliires weii' out on tin- vehit

to our left with orders to volley at tlie laa;.'*''"- < 'balances and direc-
tion liaviu;,' been marker! down in dayli;,dit,) so .soon as our advance
drew tlie Boer tire. At 'SMO a. m. we starte<i, knowing; tliat the near-
est Hoer trencii was about 4«0 yard.s liistaiit. It was so dark tliat it

was necessary for eacli one to jirasp tlie arm or sle«'ve of his next
comrade to t.-nabie Hs to keep toucli at ail. We lialted twiie <iurin<,'

the advance to ,-'rai<riiten out tlie line and retrain touch tiirouj,diout.

T\us took some little time, but when we started the tliird time we
ca ciliated we liad covered about 400 yards of tlie advanc<'. Silentiv
we went on for a minute or so, wlien. of a stidden. sometiiinn- comiii<'

very near tlie [lopuiar conception of Hades openeil up in front of us.

The front rank tired at tlie blaze, not tiO yards in front of tliem, and
tlie rear rank du;^' like tiemls. It was liell for a few minutes, with
tlie blaze <if the rifles, tlie crack of the bullets and tlie a-onizi'd cries

of the mortally wounded in the dark. We were able to establish our-
.selves in our new jiosition. and there we liunLr on. rejoicin;; in the
fact that the Shropsliires were pourii;;^' Vdllies into the laager ahead
of us, and tin- (iiadoiis were supporting' us. .\t d.iwu it was seen
tliat our new trench entilailed a lai^e number of the jluer tivnebcs.
linin;,'' tlie top bank of the liver. The white tla'.;' was raised a! Ci a. m.
(Jeneral Cronje sent bis furnial s\iireiider to Lnnl Huberts, with 4.100
prisoners. On enterine- the |,ia;,''er tliat morning- it was f.jiiiid to be
in such a state that the jihra-*', abdminatioti of desolation, can best
describe it. Lord Itoberts pers^n.-illy tliaiiked the ici^iineiit on par.ide.
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ill a fi'W itptly clioscii wdiW-. lu-sidi-^ wliat lif sai'l in his i|rs|.atrlii's,

iiml Sir lli'iiiy ''nKili-. our I)i\isiiiiial ( nimiiaii<l'T. anil mn- liriiiadiiT,

Sinitli-l)i>iTit'ii. iiotli f.\|)ri->>s.'il in no nifasund I'Mius fli>ir a<iiiiii-a-

tioii iiiiil tliaiiks t'nr tin- iiiaiiinT in wliicli imv wmk liaij Immii i-ai'i'ii'il

tliniujfli. In siiiiport lit' II y statt'iiitMit. as to tin- nri-rssity I'or train

-

iiii^, I unotf sliortix' froiii Sir Hcniy ( 'olvilc's ili'spatfii of :^iil .Maich

(Ipscril)iiij;' till' aclinii, \\ln-r.'iii lie says: " ()iil\' tlidinnj^iily writ ilis-

'
cipliiicil ti'oups cniiiii lia\i' succ'i'ssfuijy k('|)t an iinicriy tDi'iiiatioii in

" tlicir 44-') yards advanci- in the dai'kncss. Tin' ciolnrss dispiaycxl

"iilikr Ijy till' trout rank of ( 'anadians. wlio ri'inaiiK'd t'oi- o'lr-aiid-a-

" tialf hoiii's in tln' oim'Ii, rovrrinif tlic workiii;^ party at a distanec of
" XO yards from tlu' •'iit'inys trcnclics, and liy tlic ri'ar rank and Royal
" Kn;^iiii'('rs in iiiakini; tlu' tri'iicli nndor a heavy. Imt fortunately ill-

" aimed, tire was admirahle. '

( )ur inij^ade had no more riehtine; until

7tli March, when, with the lli<;hlanii Brigade, we advaneed at 4 a. in.

through the inky darkness in mass of (|uartt'r columns until dawn.
W'hilst iiiari'hini; throiij^h the darkness in that formation I could not

liiit think of the Hijfhlaiid l)iiL.'ade under (leiieral Waiichope marcli-

iiiji in a similai formation towards the heiohts of Maifersfoiitein.

'I'his was a \i'r\- trying; <lay as wi' had to march almost continuously

for a stretch of al.oiit IS miles in pursuit of the tlyin;^ i)utchmen.

That was the battle of I'oplai' (irove. '{'he Shropshires captured a
I'ijf Boer yiiii that day on our left at Leeuw Kopje. (Jn the nii,dit of

the ilth we crossed the Poplar (irove Di'ift, and on mornine; of the lOtli

the whole army started for Hloemfontein. That afternoon, after a 20

mile march, \vc j^ot to Driefontein in time to he in at tlu' fi^^lit which
Kelly-Kenny, with the tith l)i\ision and two hi-ii,fadcs of cavalry, had
been havin<f since two o'clock. This was the last ri^^ht of any con-

scijuence before the army entered liloemfonteiii on the i:{th March.
( )n the day after the tij^ht at Driefontein the column marched

to Assvoi^el Kop, under very trx'ini; ciicumst:uices of tenitic heat

and alisence of water, as usual, but there we found water in abund-
ance, with a pleasant bivouaciiii.; ground. Kelly-Kenny's dixision,

the (itii. had joined us at Driefontein and Tucker's division, the Tth,

which had lieen movine- parallel to [..ord Roberts aloni; the road via

Retrusberij, also joined us at that point, 'i'he next moriiinj.:, the

12th, when wc all started to march at dawn, the erandest military

spectacle I ever expect to see canii' into view in the beautiful cleai-

atmospheri' of that part of the world. 'I'he lay of the ^xround was
such that the whole army of close on to 40,000 men could be seen

tnovin;j; at one time from our point of vanta<;e, and the skirl of the

pi})es of the Hiehland Hrij^ade and our own Cordon Hie^hlanders

could be heard in the still niorninj; air for miles ;>->d miles. In fact,

1 bi-li: ve the wliolc anin' iiiarclied in time ti> t!i for a while It



II

tlH. soun.l of l.a,.is nn I 1 M V"' "rr. ""- ''"^vm „. l,,.,t|.. t..

'Icadly (•(iiiiliat

On til.. :{|.st oui-.livisi.j,, w,.,s
try an.l sav.. thr ivnin-nifs 'nV'V' ^l ""'.'''.'l''^'

'"''•'''I "Ut at :. a „,. to

••oin. so ,.,!,, ,„ ,; :-;;;^ ,,;;;-' >-; -• .s r......^ .,.,..,, .as

;,^uns a.ul n.tunw.,1 to HIo..|nfo,.t..iM o ;/, .
'

't,! 7 "" '''"

i^xpflition out ..fi3lo..„.font.-ii, oi, -Itl -J ' •
>

"' '""' """''-'

J'n-ra.i,. ...a.rl.:.,| out to S, U •

'"'^"'•'".'•"^"'t-^-
' '" -'1st our

W.^^vlucl.^vasH'^^.^ S^

""til we ;:ot into IvKoHa
"" ^^'"'''' -"'-M""Mtly ,ioiu..d it,

•-".•i'".f!hl;,::'a';;t"!r;!,dlt;;;'rr'''^^
a.! n.u,ai.H.d iu that u..i,h-

loin droi)pin;r with persistent accuricv ' ;. ,
"

t .nally.howev,.r,thev ^/ot out of nin" • w .'„
^

r
'""""^' *''^'"'-

to pay attention to^7,e (^l„•di t ..
'

^""^' '.»>.. eonunenced
f.-o.n our ri^rht roar ..iut m r ,

-"'"'• ^'"' "'•"
^""''"K'

attack on lV,bah„d •! .In' •••;!l""-^-l I'elp i-. thei7

a^ain 2 n.ore con.,; ni.; ' T- n 'V ;;"
. ""1'r'" ,r""'"

^""'- ^'"^

Ail these ha.i to ,toss ; I,.T iT' ''"''"''''' ''>' ^''" ''^^t two.

Pleasant iol, .-if. 7 .Z
^ '"" '' ^'^':*'^ ^^'1^^ '-'i"^'^- 'i"*l it was ,.0^,,pleasant jol I either

Lis soldier's death.
It was whilst .loin^ithis poci^Ha^rv roIL n.et
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konj.' ulxnit :'..•)(» tV.-t, .•in.niai.!.' "11 t<. tli.' t..). ..!;;. uihI-t n snipiiij.'

rilli- tire all ni^^lit loii^ witlM.ut foo.l, wat.-r. I.laiik.-ts or cdats to ki-c].

.,iit til.' l.itiiiu col,!. Ill tlif iiioniiii;,' tlir ( 'anii.liaMs and ( ior-loiis

fU-arcd thr ki7],\>: and Lv I I orlock wr liad caiiplctc jioss.ssioii ol it,

Imt \vr uot no I'ood worth sprakin- of till 7 that .vmin;;. our last

meal luuin'^ l»'fn at 1- tlir piv\ ions in..niiiij:. Th.- next day w.- had

a wi'll .'ai-n.-d ivst at .lacohsniM. wh.-n. with th.- addition of luoiv

troops, th.' cohiMin was n-fonn.'d. t - \,r known as il- W ini.m-n;

Coluiiiu It n.iw c-onsistrd of tin- iittli l!ri;rad.'. thr 21st, .Ma.)or-

(J.Mi. ilnu- llaniiltuns, Hii-adi', thr Hi-hland nri<;adu, ) l.n;,'ad.- of

cavalry. 4 corps of inonif.'d infantry, 2 hors.^ artilii-ry hattcri.'s, .)

fitd<l liiiltcrirs. 4 j-in. and 2 4.7 inch ;.nuis, sometimes known as the

" Koyal Ox Artiilcrv." or more familiarly as "Cow ( inns.' for tlie

reasmi that thcv were <lrawn by oxen, all under coimnand of Ceneral

Ian Mamikon, witli Smitli-Dorricn as his rij^ht haml man. A team

that could not he beaten, aiul they never were.

We ha<l a half <lavs ii^'htin;,' on the 4th May at Welkom, l>ut it

was mostiv an artillery duel, and we captur.'d \Vinl.iu>r on tin- .Jtli,

where the"" first and only draft for the Canadians reacheil us after a

hard chase from Kloemfuntein. (Jen. Ian Hamilton on this day issued

the followiiifj order, which sets out so clearly the work done nee we

left Hhjeinfontein :

—

"SI'KCI.M. (»H1»EK HY (;. O. C. WINIiCliii ((iMMX, OTH M.W. liHlO.

Durinjr the past l:i days a portion of the Winburj; column has

"marthe.l over 100 miles, H«,ditin<; the enemy on nine separate occa-

" sions, and ca])turin^' two important towns.

"The other portion of the column has borne at least its full share

"in the very successful <4)crations whicli have followed upon the

" battle (>'' Hout Neck. The (1. O. C. cannot therefore but feel that

"his column has earned not only the praises o*' the Field Marshal

" Ci>mman<linir-in-Cliief, which are published se[.arately, but also a i.ay

" or twos conrparative rest. In the same messai,'.'. however, m whic!)

" Lord Roberts e.x] presses liis hi;;], apju-eciation of the successes we

"have achieved, he directs us not to slacken our efforts for several

• davs to come. The enemv is hurryiiifj northwards to concentrate,

"and it is of nothin-r less than national importance that his move-

"ments should b.- imiie.led and liis (;uns and convoys if possible cap-

"tured Thanks tti the <rood work which has already been accom-

"plished the column now Hnds itself better placed to carry out the

" Field Marshal Commandin^^-in-Chief's wishes than any other por-

..
(i,,„ (,f t}),. troops under bis command. The opportunity is a j,M-eat

"one and Ceneral Ian Hamilton confidently appeals to the officers

.im^-wmm^%'^MWEm^',^^m--^^j^;^^?'^im.



"nn.l ....... (.!• tl... \Vi,.l„.,-;:,.oiu..,.i m ,„,,k,. tl... v.v l„..st of i, ,. „.;-
i..-.ss..t tl..- .•.t.ir.i,.sa...| |„-iv,-,ti.m wlii.-l. wil! pn'.l.aMv l.av,- tT, 1„.
U.l.lfl'rr,,!,.. I„.|,,n' success is srclLCll,

i>^i,irii.M|) .1, i.vTT(,i:T, ,\. l,t.-( ',,1.

A. .\.(i
" Wiiiliuiif,

• 5, ;"). I'lOO.

-Tlic (;.(>. (• \Vi,.},u.-C,.Iu...., I,a. ,„„cl, ,,l..asM,v i„ intn,n,i>,..

th. HcM .Marsha ( .m,„.a,.,|,.,^.-i..-Chi,.r i,, s. A, in ul.id, l.,„-,|
{ol.c.-ts cxi„vss..s l„s I,.:;!. a,,|,>-,riatin„ of tlic ^Vnyk .vcctlv ,,.•,-
ynnc, l.y a I ,a..l<s i,. tl.c Winl,,,.- ( •„|,„..,.. Mis Lonlshi,. l,as

\L-t to l...a.-nl the lu..tl.c.s„cc..ss achi..vc.| l,v thccaptu.v ,.f \Vi„-
mil,.

Hy 'i.-(lci-,

O^i^nci]) .1. I.vni.KK.N, I.t.-Ci.l.,

A. A. <;

at
_

Ihe cohi..... .n„v,,,l out .,{' Wii.hu.- on Su...lav rv..„i,..r ,;ih Mavooclock, a... .,nth.-attm.oo.. of the f»th ivaohe,) l!|n''„.„laats ahue tar... o,. the bank.s of th- Za..,l Rive,-. H..,v the >n,'i,.,.l,„k
.o.sbokan.lhartl,eestvvere i,. ;..eat .,u...l,e.s, a.,,! ,so hcviMe,;,! atU.c intlux of such a la. -e „u.,.l.er of ...e.i a,..i ho.-ses that thev at tiu.es
ca.ue ru.sh.u^r throu-a our l,ivouac with disaster to thcLi^Jves Imtwith pleasu.-e to us a...l a jr,-atifyi,.K a^Mitio,. to our .sou.ewhat M.a,.tv
ioo. supply I he Boor aru.y was er.t.-enchcl o,. a lo... li,.e of kopj.'son the north sHhM^t the nve.-, an,l at .;:.•{() next ...onTin^ our force
started out o tackle then.. It was a .Hrhcult joh. I.„t hv^l p. .... they
ha.l been .hslo,].,.! all alon^^ the Ii..e. ()„ this .|av, especiallv I.ur

•

( \i
(-.un.s n.a.le n.o.st .na<i..itice..t p.-. "ice. "-..nckinj. th,. I},,;.,- -mns ....tin every case m sho.-t o.-.le.-. 1 ti.-st shot f.o... on., of ..,7r .Vinci,
^nuis knocked over a Boer • I'on.-.'on, ' at a ..u.^re of (I.OO,, vi.--lestroy.n. ,t and k.li.n.i, three who were serving, it, o,... of" the,,,'
ben.anothc.n-otthe (;e,-...an a,-,ny. Th.. KovarCana.lians ha.UCO npan...s on esco.-t for the l,i<. ;runs th.ou-hout th,. ,lav. but theother 4 ,un..b,.r.n^r ], ss tl,a,. 200 all tohl, we.v ^nv,-,. ,1.;. task ,-fhoi.hn;: the r,;;ht tla,.k aj:ai„st an att..„.pted tu...7i,.,. ,..oven.,.nt ..the enen.y. I was a t.-yn.^^ position, as the ti.v was verv h.,t an-lcontn.uous, an,i th..,-.. was little cvvr. l,ut w.. suce l,.d and foun.lou aU...-wa.-.ls that ove.- 1,000 Dutch,....,, ha-l b...... trv.ne- to .Iriv.!us back ti-o... ea.-Iy ..,o,.n..i^r t.ll after o,... ,„.|,.ck in th.. aft,;,.oon

th.,nk ''T't ,"
f^"""^,t"". '""1 •^'"itl. iWrien both exp,-,.s.s..,| ,h..irhanks ..„„] h!i:h appn.bafon .,f what they w..,-.. ph-as 'd to ..all tl,..

;?allat.t con.luct ..f the Cana-iians that ,lay. an,l ('en. Ian Han.ilton

[rt^
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sdPl
: -I \mmIi I liti.l a IV\v liiir.lr.'il nor.- ('jiiiaiiiaiis." Vcntors-

l>iir;i w.iN oecupi.'.l on ili.. | Itli ami Kioniistii.l on the l.'Uli.

Ni'Xt day wi- wi.'ie iifli.jlitf.1 to have a visit Irnm lnotticr ("aiiailiaiis
of the |)ra;,n)(jn.s aii<l Mouiitf<l KiMfs, the first tint.' w.- lia<i met sine.!
their arrival in Africa. W.- left Krooiista<i on the l.")th, ami on ],Sth
thr ailvanci'il portion of the column cjccupiiMl Li: dlcv. whilst our
brii^Milc. with sonic details, had some little H;,ditin;x i» tlio ricij^dibour-
hi >d. It was at l.indley that our much csteeme(l fri. nd, (Jmeral I)c
\\ t, first otVcrcd to suricn<Ier, with I,()()() men, to (iencral Ian ll.»!n-
ilton. I)ul the offer beiii}; 'on conditiiin" it was promptly declined. On
our way to Hcilbron, which we captured on the-_'2nd, we had more or
less scrapping'," tlic oncmy han;,'in<r about our flanks and rear all the
time, but always ,.«oidin^r a ;,'enerai en;,'a<,'ement at oiu- front. On
the 2(;th .May Colonel Otter r joined from hospital, hav in;,' been away
from the battalion M days, that aftcrno-Mi the column crossed the
Vaal River, entering' upon Oom Paul's own territory. The Koyal
Canadians had the distinction to be the first liritish Infantrv Ue^ri-
nieiit to cross the river in this wai-. On the 2>>th our lirii,'ade' wa.sin
reserve, whilst Lord Holierts' main column was having' some heavy
H^ditine; at Klipriversber^r \V,. e.\pecte(l to be call.;d upon to make
a turninu- movement on the left, iait (Jen. French, with the
mounted division, succeeded in doin^' this una.ssisted, except by
our support. On the 2itth we first came witliin si^rht of the tail
chimneys of the Rand Mines near .(ohannesber^f. 'J'he Boer
positions were found to be at Doornkop, tlie historic position
where Dr. Jameson ma(ie liis last stand in the eventful
raid. (Jeneral Lin Hamilton's v hole force was to dislod^rc thoin.
Whilst tlie mounted troo|)s of our column made a very wide sweep-
in<r move nt to our left the 21st Hri^ade was to turn the Moer ri^lit,
our }lri<,faile was to make the frontal attack on the position, which
was 2.!)()0 yards distant. Tlie (iordons and Canadians were to attack,
the Cornwalls in support and the Shropslures in reserve. The •'round
between us and tlie enemy was almost without cover of any sort,
nearly smooth and gradually sloping' upwards towards the enemy,
who occupied a lon^' rid^'e of rocks at its summit, withseveral Krupp4()-
pounders to assist them. The low afternoon winter sun was shinin}?
in our eyes, niakinp; it difticult to see alieail, and the enemy had .set

the Veldt sxra.ss on fire to make it more uncomfortable for us an<l to
leave the ^nound over which we luui to pass a dead black, thus show-
ini; us up in our khaki kit in fine shape as tartrets. The (Jordons
and Canadians extended at an interval of 10 to 12 paces, and advanced
throu^di the smoke and fire of the Ijurnin^' ^'ra.ss and came on to the
dead black ^'round. The 74th Field Battery, under Major .McLeod,
connneneed to pour .shrapnel into the Dutchmen at 2,.l6o vards, as

i *.V v
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p. in.uii.l otr w.' sifirti'l ;ij.'!iiii, till' Sutiolks tiikiiij,' thr pl.i. .f thf
Sliru|.Nliir.v- in iln- 1.' i^^a-lr. Kvriitii.illy tli.- wlml,- I ri.'inli! was
|ilacr.l iii.tlii'liiic urcoi uiiicaticiii- l.twcfn I'rcicniM .ind \ Ci u\-'\u<r,

tin- |{oyal ( 'aiiadiaiis lia\ iii;f I coiiiiiiiiiy ,,ii tlif ariiiiMiird train. I at
|!<.k-l)ur;,' ami tliu irinainilcr at S|iiiii;.'«.. w li.ic iImti' w.Tf ^.vcnil
alariio ami dm. attack liy ll • Imv. rin;,'^ \\i<ry. on a i'n'^'^y ind'niiiy,
wliirh was ic],ii|s,.,| witiioiif iniii'li tiiMil.lr. 'I'll,' u\<\ V^^\^ |!ri;fai|7.

was iifvcr limii-lit to-.tli-f a;,^iiii, altlinii^rj, ,,iir cliunis, tli.' (lonTons,
cami' out to Sprini^s and '^:t\f iis a liati<l on sevnal <wcasions ot'

tliivat.'iii'd attack. I'p to tlic fi tiic Hoyal Caiia.lians occupie.l
Springs they lia<l trekked an actiiai "iistance iVon, point to point sini-"
leaxii ir (Jiaspan of 744 miles. Snli>c,|iicntly tlie l.attalion tivkked .>n

a tVnitlcss clia.sc alter that 'will <,' the wisp, ' ( 'hristian De Wet, a
fiirther distance of ahoiit -J.'jO mil.'s, mukiiie; a to.al of ahoiit 1000
inile.s rnarcheij in six months, iiot conntintr niami-iiverin;,' on ti;,'htin<''

'lays, wliich tV-ipiently amoimte,! t., many miles. That" is a Teoonl
no one need he asliameii of.

A les.son to he learned from that campaii,'ii i'this: If('anada
is to '^(, on fnrnishin>x troops as thes.- were, and as nndonhtedly slie
will, it is alisolijtely necessary that .some provision sfnailij he made
tor maintainine- each re;rinient at somethinLT like its numerical
sti-en;,'th in the field. The wastage tlirou;.di wounds and sickness in a
hard campai;.'n is enormous, and if drafts of fresh tnen are not
continuously received the reiriment soon droj.s down to such .small
nundiers that it hecomes an imtHcient unit in a hrie;ade, and is

tlirown out to do line of communicaiion duty or somethin;^ of that
kind. At the time Lord Roberts inspecteiT the Koyal ("anailian
Hejiiiii,

; : at Kroonstadt .n the 14th May, (jut of a total of 1,140 who
left Canada there were oidy present on parade 41'), That shows you
the wasta;;v that takes place, and in future •irranj,'ements should he
made to j.rovide for this and keep oui ranks comparatively full all
the tin;e.

Another les.son to he learnt from this war of inunense distances
and .scattered formation, is the necessity for a laree numher of
t}iorou<,di]y trainecl si^niallers with every c(jrps or unit. I am not
aware how the Royal Canadian I)raj,'oon,s and Mounted Hitles and the
Canadian Field Artillery were .f|uipped in this resi)ect, hut I know
that the Royal Canadian Rei,nment was very much, atid at times very
seriously, handicapped from want of a suflicieiit nundier of trained
si;;nallers. Not merely men who could do tlie ordinary tla^'-waijii-inir,

hut men who could send ami receive lielio uiessaj^es hy dav"and
lantern inessages by nnrht. At out-stations we invariably Jiad to
re'iuisition for men umJ ....^truments f'- -p the Imperial troops for the
purjHKse, and at times also to help us ,.itii ordinary riag-wafffjers.
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