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PREFACE.

A PUBLICATION on the Politics of Lower Cana-
da, at the present crisisof affairs, requires little apology
to those who feel an interest in the peace and weltare
ot that extensive Colony.  Nothing, in fact, of a con-
nected description, has Thitherto Jpp(nnml on the sub-
jeet; and it therefore seems only incumbent upon the
Writer to state, with candour, the circumstances and
motives which have led him to the present undertak-
ing, and to lay before his intelligent readers his humble
n}nnmn, as w the means of u‘du‘\smqtlmw grievances
of Ilis \l.x}mt\ s Subjects of British descent, “which his
experience of them, during a residence of twenty-five
years, has brought home to his business and bosom.

When  the increasing  differences between the
branches of” the Legislature of” Lower Canada, on va-
rious subjects, and between that Province and Upper
Canada, on the division of the produce of the Custom
Duties levied at Quebec, induced His M: l|(\t\ s Min-
isters, i the year 1822, to attempt a Union of both
Provinces under one Legislature, the Bill which they
mtroduced for that purpose, into the Impenal Parli: -
ment, became an object of curiosity with speculative
pulmu wms 1n Great Britain, and a xul)w(t of warm dis-
cussion among the interested, in the Canadas. The
principal modifications of the Constitutional Act, 81,
Geo. IT1., Cap. 51, which the Bill contained, had re-
ference to the political situation of Lower Canada ;
and their salutary olject was not well understood, by 1)(1-
sons who had not long resided in that Province.

The Writer of the tollm\mu sheets, being a warm par-
tisan of the Union, had occasion to e xplain to distant
correspondents, the expediency of the proposed modifi-
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cations, which he found a task, not only laborious to him-

If, but unsatisfactory to those whom headdressed, who,
in reading the Constitution, had been fascinated with it,
as containing an merease of freedom and frequency in
the choice of Re present: itives, and affording an interest-
inz experiment of the eftects of, what the y called, an im-
proveme nt of the BritishConstitution, .1])[)110(1 to a peo-
ple of foreign origin.  While those (mn‘s])(md( nts ac-
Im(mlmlnul the existing evils and embarrassments  al-
leaed by the W H.u tho\ were more disposed to as-
cribe them to misman: wuncnr in the Executive Gov-
ernment, than to detects in the Constitution, or
misconduct in the Iouse of Assembly. This disposi-
tion_convinced him, that a more comprehensive review
of the political experiment, than his avocations then
permitted, would be requisite to satisty his friends, as
to the expedieney of the changes contemplated by the
Union-Bill, whic h in the meantime, had” been unfor-
tunately pmtp(mml by the opposition, on general prin-
ciples, of Sir James Macintosh, who (1()(‘ not appear
to have had the necessary information, nor the practi-
2l knowledge, which would have.enabled him to pass
a (()er(t‘)udgnwnt, upon a measure calculated for the
redress of grievances, in a Province so peculiarly cir-
cumstanced as Lower CAaNADA.

The Writer long reflected upon this subject, and

sedulously watched the progress and developement of

the Constitution, in the popular branch, before the pre-
sent crisis of affairs.  The exclusive domination of the
French Canadian Leaders in the House of Assembly,
and the unlimited and fanatical support which thvy
6btained last year from their Electors, enjoying univer-
sal suffrage, were grave topics of conversation and just
ause of alarm among the friends of the Government,
and of the Colonial connection with Great Britain ;
but many of them ascribed those results to the perso-
nal characters of the Leaders, and erroneously assert-
ed, that their removal would speedily restore harmony,
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PREFACE \

and produce a House of Assembly competent and dispo-
sed to secure the peace, welfare and happiness of all classes
of the mired ])up///u/mn of I'rench and English origin, in
the Province. 'I'his opinion appeared to the \\ntc
particularly dangerous, as tending to prevent the a
grieved pmtmn of lis Majesty’s hlll))c(t\ tfrom u(nn
nising the only proper remedies for the disorders which
they all acknowle lzed to exist ; and which appeared to
himtoderive its virulence from the natural cons equences
of the Constitutional Act, 31, Gep.I11,Cap.31,operating
upon the old laws, so nn]m]m( ally re-established by the
Act 14, Geo. II1, Cap.83, under the Administration of
Lorp NortH, of unfortunate memory. 'Those Acts,
therefore, and ‘their combined effeets, during a long
series of years, in Lower Canada, he has now reviewed,
for the purpose, not only of justifying opinions long
since expressed to his (onc\}mndcnts but also
to enable many well meaning \u!m'( ts of British
origin, to asce rtain the real causes of their complicated
grievances, and to recognize the only powertul remedy,
which, devised by the \\Nlmn of the Impmml I’(nln-
ment, and administered by His Majesty’s Government,
willinfallibly extirpate the disorders of a C olony, which,
from its intrinsic resources and its gmgm])ln(.ll posi-
tion, with reference to Upper Canada, New Brunswick
and Nova-Scotia, has been emphatically denominated
the backbone of British North America,

In reviewing the progress of the present Consti-
tution of Lower Canada, our intelligent readers will
clearly perceive, that the natural consequences of the
Acts 14 and 31, Geo. III., have been the increasing
concentration of the I'rexca CaN4prans, as a separate
people, distinguished by an established Religion and
Laws, and /)1/ Language, Manners and IIa/)m Jrom
the Subjects of Brm.sll origin in the same Province, in-
ducing the former to consider the latter as INTRUDERS,
and legitimate objects of jealousy to the < Narion Ca-
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xvapiexy.”  The strong tempt: fion thus afforded to
the project of exc Jlusive  domination, on the part of
the Trench Canadian Leaders in the House ot Assem:
bly, and of” complete controul in Legislation and Iin-
ance over those branches of the Provineial Govern-
ment, (the King’s l{('[)l‘(’\'(‘llt'l tive and the Legislative
Council,) which are constitutionally created by the
exercise of Iis Majesty’s Prerogative, is the prolific
source of the present grievances
British origin, and sugg ests the only remedies compa-
tible with the interests of British Colonisation.  7%e
Constitutional Pozwers of the House of Assembly must
cither be greatly diminished, and sirictly confined to le-
gislating for the Inhabitants of the WNLOIICS, and
those of the other branches incrcased, Jor the protection
n/ the Inhabitants of British origin in the Tow nships ; —

* the composition of the House of Assembly must e
1)10({1]1‘01/, to suit the purposes of DBritish Colonisation.
The Subjects of British origin, in the "Townships, have
at present no voice in the popular branch ; and the in-
fluence of the same description of persons, in the
Elections for the Towns and Counties of the Seignio-
tics, is insufficient to return a single uncompromising As-
sertor of their rights.  Indeed, it it were possible for
them to separate, for a moment, their feelings and sense
of duty from the support of “h MJ]ost} s Govern-
ment, thc\ would unanimously withhold their votes at
Elections, allowing the natural (()n\(qncn( es of the pre-
sent Constitution to take place, in producing an As-
sembly wholly Irench in name, as it already is Anti-
British and French, in fact. ’

If we could lmllv suppose it possible that Iis
Majesty’s Ministers would longer defer moving the
Imperial Parliament, to devise, in its wisdom, some re-
medy for the increasing disorder, we must apprehend
that, obedient to the primary laws of human socicty,
and to the instinct of self-preservation, the population
of British origin would, in such case, form itself 1nto
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PREFACE. V1l

afliliated Associations throughout the Province, for the
protection of” person and property, leaving the kxecu-
tive to ficht its own battles with the I'rench Canadians
and their Leaders, for a morsel of bread.

The other remedy, more congenial to the feelings
of the writer, and which, in his humble opimon, is
both practicable and safe, is a broad and decisive mea-
surc, calculated to alter the composition of” the Tlouse
ol" Assembly; and this remedy can be best appliced,
by 1 Lecistative Ustov or Urrer axp Lower Ca-
Naba, on the principles of the Union Dill of” 1822,

It the alteration, from views of local convenience
and temporising policy, be coufined to the Lower Pro-
vince, in its present separate political  state, religious
distinctions mygd be adopted as the grounds of” a di-
vision of’ puwf‘&)vi\\'vvn Protestant and Roman Ca-
tholic Llectors, which would be more injurious to
peace and happiness, than any sectional jealousies 5 but
the extensive measure of a Legislative Union of’ Low-
er with Upper Canada, would place a skilful LExccu-
tive in a favourable position for holding the balance,
and compromisng the disputes between the two par-
tics ot French and English origin, in the new Iouse of
Assembly.  The political characteristics and preten.
sions of the Irench Canadians, now so offensive to
their fellow subjects, and so hostile to useful ameliora-
tions, might gradually disappear ; their jealousy might
change to emulation; and their ambition be restrained
by that just distribution of power, which, under the
guidance of a wise Lixecutive Gevernment, would im-
partially promote the peade, weltare and happiness ot all
His Majesty’s Subjects in Canada, rendering it the
most usetul, as it is the most extensive and most elivi-
ble for Emigration, of all the British Dominions on the
Anerican Continent. X

Having thus at the outset, explained his motives for
the present undertaking, and given his opinion as to
the only proper remedy, for the alarming disorder which

»
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afllicts the Country, the Writer respectfully takes his
leave of the general reader ; but he presumes farther
to. address the Imperial Parliament, in the language of
a’great historian, appropriate to the present crisis of
aflairs :—< Aut)tu meder: potes ; aut omittenda est cu-
« ra omnibus ;/neffue quisquam te ad crudeles poenas,
“ qut acerba judicia invocat.”

CClia vmperoum semp

SaLruvgptvs, de Rep. ordinanda. ,
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INTRODUCTION,

CTta imperium semper ad optumum quemque ab mynus bono transfertur.”

e tmportance of Canada, arfsine froma variety of causes. — Its ereal extent. —
/| , A 5

Thebrilliant events connected withitsConquest byGreat Britatn.-- The asylum
which il furnished tothe dmerican Loyalists.—1ts Commercial resources.

its Gesgraphical position, extent, Lakes. Rivers and boundaries.—Dispute
will the United Stales respecting the Northeastern Boundary now referred to
the Emperor of Russta.—Government and polilical Constitution, with re-
marks.--Division intoCounties,and apportionment p faepresentatives.-- Fnu-
1

shipswherethe English Tenure exists.— Upper Canada,its progressive Settle-

meralion of Cilies, Towns, &c., Improvements. unrepresented Town-
ment, with an énumeralion of its Citics and Towns.— The characteristics of

L 14

population, contrasted with those of the Lower Canadians.—The Canada
Company incorporated in 182%.—Population of Lower Canada compared
with that of Upper Canada, and the relat\ve proportions slated of Subjects
of French origin and those of British r;)'t:l}r in both the Canadas.—Origin
of the name of Canada.—Account of {he discovery of the Country.—First
discovered by Caboty, under a Commission from Henry the V11 of England,
11 the year 1498.— This part of Cabot’s discoveries nezlected by England.
Francis the st of France sends Verrazani to make discoveries 1n the same
direction. —Terrazany enters the Gulph, afterwards called St. Lawrence,
and takes fornied _possessi n of the coasts for the French Crown, calling the
(ountry New.Franée.— Progressof discovery checked by Verrazani's denth,
and the war in Europe.—Pursuit of Verrazani'sdiscovery by JacquesCartier,
in the year 1334 —1In his second voyage he discovers the places now called
Quebec and Montreal.—Cartier returns to France in the year 1536, and re-
mains pezlected 'till the year 1540, when he 1s sent out under De Roberval.
The Zatter in 1541 discovers Cape Brelon, whére building a fort, and
feaving Cartier, he returns to Frunce.—Next year he discovers the coast of
Labrador.—Death of Jacques Cartier, and of Roberval, and interruption of
the progress of Discovery.—1In the yecar 1598, the Marquis De La Roche 1s
appointed by Henry the Fourth, Lieutenant General in Canada. &c.—Ie
lawds his Settlers on Sable Island, visits Acadia, now Nova-Scolia, returns to
France and dies. —Chauvin obtains the government and exclusive trade of
Canada.—He 1s succeeded by the Steur De Monts, and Samuel De Champlain,
the founder of Quebec.—Champlain’s intercourse with the natives—he inter-
Jeres in their wars against the Iroquois, and makes the latter a perpetual
enemy of the Colony.— Progress of settlement by Champlain, wunder the
Prince de Conde. —The Recollet FEcclesiastics arrive in Canada to convert

B
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the natives Vivst arvival of the Jeswits, who quick’y obtain the exclusio

of De Caen and other Protestarts from the trad and scttlement Genera
conspivacy of the natives against the French, diceovered and defeated. — The
possession and trade of Canada granted as a Seigniory to the Company of
one hundred partners, underthe patronaceof Cardinal L'e Richelicu. —( ha-

racter of this Associationy partly established from relizious motives. — 1 ar

between England and France. The Fnglish under nervth take Quebee In-
yudicious and irritating conduct of Kerth towards Champlain and the Fe
c’estastics.  Restoration t{f' Quebee to the Crown of Franrce at the Trealy of

St Germain en Laye. — Remarks on the siuluation of Canada at {his period.

Revicewafthe progress of the puwer and wealth of the Feclesiastics, and mnore
particularly of the Jesuils. —This ambitiovus Order monopolises the instruc-
tion of the peopley, giving a peculiar character to the French Canadians.

Character and conduct of the New Ingland and New York Colonists, cons
trasted with those of the Jesuits and their disciples, particularly in refcr-

ence to tntercourse with the Indians I'he Indians asserted to be deler-

voraled by the attempts of the Jesuils in Canada.—Foundation of the Jesu-

1's College at Quebecy, by Rene Rohault.—Death and characler of Samucel

Le Champlain.—Mr. Montmagny succeeds him in the Government. —Mr.
Maisonneuve obtains the Island of Montreal, afterwards transferred to the

Order of St. Sulpicians.—Bad conduct of the Company.—An Hospital esta

, ; i [}
blished in Montreal, by Madame De Bouillon. —Montmagry succeeded by

Governor Datllebvut.— Hostilily of the Company to Colonisation. —1Laille-

bout replaced by L'e Lauzon.— Last ¢flort of the Company, who obtain the

Government for the Baron D'Avangour.—Review of Religious Istablish-

mentsy including Nunneries and (onvents.—Canada established as a Royal

Guvernment —lLegend of an Farthquake in Canada. considered as a pious

Sraud of the Jesuits.— L fluence of the great Minaster of I'inance, Colberl.

Administration of De Mesy the first Royal Governor. —Institutionofthelie t

India Company extended to Canada, with great privileses.
of Monsteur de Courcelles.

Talon the Intendant.

Administration
Improvements projected and executed by Mr. De
Increase of population.—Means employed to allach
the rising generalion to France. Idministralion of Count De I'rontenac.
The Missussippr caplored.—The West India Company's privileges abolished
by the King.—Istablishment of the Sovereign Council.

Bishop.—Ambitivus projects of the Ruyal Governors.—Review of the advan-

tages peculiar to each party, irn the long rivalship between the French
Canadian Government and the English Colunies.

Apporntment of a

Administration of Mon-
Has cruel attack on the Englishy produces an invasion
of Canada.—Causes of the farlure of this invasion.
nadian Fur Trade.

steur De La Barre.

Lescription of the Ca-
I'rontenac, by orders from France, prepares tu invade
the Engli-h (vlony of New York.—The execution of this project prevented
Plan of perpetual neutralily on the part of the

French and English (vlonists defeated, by the ambition of the Canadian
Government.

by the peace of Ryswic.

ldministration of De Callieres, and his intrigues with the

Indian Allies of the English Culonies.—Administration of De Vaudreuil.

Improvements in the Laws and Commerce of Canada,—IWar between Great

Ihvataen and Franc
Causes of the fatlur
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INTRODYUCTION X1

I'vatacn and France wn Furope, accompanied by an altack on Queice

Causes of the fatlure of this invasion. Peace of Utrecht, establgshing Liri-

(e dominion in Nova=Scolia. —Attemplts of De Vawdrcwil L) strengthen (a
nada during the peace. Discovery of the Plant Ganscnyg wn (anada. - Pro-
ress of Commerce. ldminvtration of the Marquis De Deauharnois.

His eNurts by strengthen Canada by fortifications. —Jealowsy of Burnet the
Governorof New York ; andestablishment of Fnglosh forts contiguous to
those of the Frenchonthe fronticrs. —Linprovementsin the lawsand domest ic
wconomy of Canada during the peace. —Projectofthe French Government t)
eneroach on Nova-Scotia, and withdraw the Acadians from their alleziance
t)the British Crown. The Frevch attempt to keep the Fnglish scttlenents

wilthin the lineof the Allecany Mountains, and establish Posts onthe Ohi,

h settlements. ~Administration

tn order to impede the pPogress of Fan
of De La Glassonniere. —Progrgss of encroachment on the side of Nova-Sco-
tia. DProecedings to establish a line of demarcation after the Tr catyof dlix-
La-Chapelle. —Jobs and speculations in Canada, during the intendancy of
Lieron. tdministration of De Jonquiers.--1lis avarice and ambition. Id
ministration of Du Queine. flavr at the Forks of the Okivy in which the
celebrated Georgze Washington was concerned.—Intrizues of Bezon the Ine
tendant, connecled with the waste of Canadian resources.—The hostilitics
commence which ended in the destruction of Jrench dominion in America.
The French are successful on the Ohio, arnd at Ticonderoza.—Those suc-
cesses only increase the determination of the FEnglish Colunists t) drive
French dominton from America.—FEnerzetic Councils of Pitl's Administra-
tivn in England. —Review of the resources of buth parties in the final con-
test. lan of the campaign against Canada.—De Montcalm’s plan of de-
fence and enumeration of his rezular and militia force. — Arrival of a Bri-
tish flect and army near Quebec.—-Defeat of General Wolfeat Montmorenci.
His glorisus victory and death on the plains of dbraham before Quebec.
Surrender of Quebcc.—Operations of the other dicisions of the Dritish forces.
Capitulation of Quebec.—Cession of Canada tov Great Britain by France, at
the Treaty of Paris, 17G3. — Reflections. — Deplorable state of the inhabitants

of Canada, at the Conquest, and ¢fforts of the British Government for their

lief.—Paper Currency of Canada under the French Government. — Abuse
of the confidence of the Colunists in this currency by the Intendant Begon,
and its ulter depreciationy by the sudden dishonour of his Billson the Trea-
sury of France.—The British Government obtain the redempbion of the
Canada Paper Currency, by France, after the Cession, at the rate u/:ub,ut
Sfour per cent.—Canada established as a separate Government lul;I(r the
name of Quebec, and General Murray appointed Governor.—I1is Br itannic
Majesty's Proclamalion of the ycar 1763, encouray wing British Séttlers by
the promise of the ymmediate introduction of the Laws of England, and the
establishment of a House of Assembly, so svon as circumstances might permit,
Wisdom and policy of this Proclamation, sh wing the intention of His
Majesty to render Qucbec a British Provinee in fact as wellas in name. Ra
pid progress of Brilish Settlement.—Establishment of a Press al Quebec,

and diffusion of British principles.—Introduction of the Laws of England
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and erectisn of Courtsof Criminal and Civid Juri dictvin. - Freclion of
Court of Chancery. —Natural dissatisfaction of the new Subjocls at the
changes in the Laws, which it was propsed Lo remove by Le..paary niodi-
Sications of the praclice of the Courtsy and by givirg an Fuzleih educa
tivn tothe rising generation.— Procecdings of the Crown Lawycrslu pie
pare a modification of the Laws of England for Canada — 1rtrizues of
I'rench Carnadian Leadcers Lo obtain the rvestoration of the Freuch municipa
Laws, rendered successful by the Rebellion of the o/d Colunies. - Progress nf
the Disputes belween the British Government and thouse Colunites i/l
measures Of coercion were rvesolved upon.—Preparatory tu hostilities, Gover-
nor Carleton advises the resturation of the I'vench Laws in Quebec, and the
establishmentof the Romish Religion.— This deplorable pslicyadopted in the
year 17TT4L—The Act 14, Geo. 111. Cap. 83, discouragzes Pritish Scétlcrs
without oblaining the expected zealous, co-operalion of the French Canadi-
ans azainst the old Colonies, which derive from this Act new mutives and
reasons for continuing the Rebellion.—The Proviuce of Guebee overrun by
the rebels.—The fort of Quebec besieged by Arnold and Montzomery. —Gul-
lant defence, by the military ard British Setilers.—Apalhy of the I'rerch
(anadians, with the exception of a few individuals pelonging to the Nu-
blesse or Genlry of the Province.—The remainder genevally neutral, but the
American expedition failed more from want of money than of men. — The
British Government provide Scttlements Jur the American Loyalists, in th
Waste Lands of Canada.—1Inthe prozgress of those Scttlements, the Loyalists
prefer the Upper Part of the Province of Quebec. —Petition in the year
1784, subscribed by French Canadians and English Colonists, Jor the e-tu-
blishment of a House of Assembly, and the introduction of part of the Law
of England.—Extravrdinary delay of six years in proceeding on ihi
Petition.—During this delay, the intrigues of influential individuals
prevail on His Majesty's Government to divide the Province of Quebec inty
Upper and Lower Canada.—Consequences of this impolitic measgure referred

d0 as the subject of the sueceeding Chaplers of the Work.

CanapA, originally called New FraNCE, afterwards the Provinc
of Quebec, and, since its division into two Provinces by the Act of
the British Parliament, 81, Geo. III, Cap. $1, sometimes called the
two Canadas, is the principal British possession in North America.

This immense tract of Country, lying in the temperate zone, and
chiefly in a line running from North East to South West, was fin: lly
ceded, by France to Great Britain, by the peace of Paris, in Febru: ary,
1763. The glorious battle, on the l’l ins of Abraham, before Que-
bee, where the brave and enterprising General Wolfe, died in the arms
of victory, 12th September, 1759, produced the immediate surrender
nl that strong fortress, and led to the spud\ \lll)_]ll ration of the whole
Country. This Conquest, mlm\ul i a brilliant manner, and }ml(m'
an end to French dominion, in North Alll(ll(d with all its vexatious
consequences to the old Brltmh Colonigs, excited the admiration ol the
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¢ West India Islands with Lumberand Provisions;
the American forces, and the unlimited ac-
counnodation which it i1s calculated to afford to the \‘HIxI::\ populi-

Great Britain and lnlnnl have now
of great importance to the United Kingdom,
the Empire at large.

its late defence against

tion of an object

made 1t
and to the interests of
Its |m~itiun also, with spect to the British
Colonies of New Brunswick and Nova-Scotia, with which it commu-
nicates by land and by water ; its inland Lakes, the sources of great
rivers, which at different points, on the South and on the North, pay
tribute to the majestic St. Lawrence, raising it to the first rank among
the great rivers on the globe
da to

:—all these circumstances destine Cani-
e the seat of a great Empire, containing probably fiity mil-
lions of souls, characterised by British Laws, Language and Iustitu-
tions, and atfording an nnhmnulml theatre for human civilisation and
improvement.  The Canadas, including the coast oi° Labrador and the
Island of Anticosti, liv between the 6Oth and 90th de West
Longitude, and between the 43d and 49th degrees of North Latitude,
forming rather an irregular figure upon the Map, which some fanciful
persons, taking in view Nova-Scotia and New Brunswick, have com-
pared to a Camel knecling to receive its load.  The whole area of the
Canadas may be reckoned two hundred and fifty thousand square
miles : they are bounded, on the East, by the Straits of Bellisle
the (mlph of the St. Lawrence; on the North by the
Territoties of the Hudson's Bay Company ; on the West and South-
west, by the United States and the Indian Tribes: and on the
South and South Iast by the American States of New York,
Vermont, Newhampshire and Maine, and by the British Colonies of
New Brunswick and Nova-Scotia.  Their boundaries on the side of
the United States, have been late ly settled by Conunissioncrs, with
the exception of the line between Lower Canada and the new State
of Maine, now the subject of reference to the decision of a Sovereign
friendly to Great Britain and to the U nited States, the Autocrat of all
the Russia 18, Nicholas the I'irst.

(anada, previously called the Province of Quebec, in the year 1791,

wis (11\“]&(1 l)\ His \IdJ( n\ into two ll!)\.!l((\ under lln name of
Lower and U pper Canada ; and ¢l

was .nmmlmnml l)\ an

1. ,.1]\ 31.

arees of

and

his exercise of the Royal Prevogative
Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, S1
l\]ll" to each Province a Political Constitution,
which may be said, //(L othe r puper Conslitutions, to contain the forms

and l'lwl\ without the substance and practice of that of LEng

nl)
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AR INTRODUCTION,

The power of maling laws, for the peace, weltare and goad OVOr) -

nment of cach Province, under certain vestrictions, and, saving the -
hevent richts of the Inperial Parliament, was by this Act conferred
upon a House of Assembly, elected by, and int nded to represcnt the
people, as i the British Touse of Commons ; a Legislative (! mnn.||‘
with attributes siilar to those of the House of Lords (the Members in
the mean time being appomted for ife l)\' Ilis .\l.‘lj(‘xl\’).;nn| a Gover-

ner, Licutenant Governor, or pre wlm" \(|I|Ill||\ll ator, repres nlm'v the
Ning, a I~lul hy an LExccutive (mmul like the lu\\ Council,
“l'l‘ nnted during pleasure. The operation of this Act, pnluul iwly
the Lower Provinee, being the principal subject of the following hi ap-

ters, we reler our r nl(n to them; and we shall proceed brictly

to state the Imli(uzll Divisions, principal Towns and Scttlements of

Lower Canada. This Provinee 1s situated on both -I),‘“.l\\ of .||,(. St.
Lavwrence, and the river Ottawa, and 1s at present ('lm‘ll\' mhabited ln
a population of Freneh origing professing the Romish RRe Iwmn I.(,l(],,,..~
then Lands from Scigneurs under a Feudal Tenure, re "ul.lh d i all
controversies respeeting property and civil rights by the old French
Laws ¢ and, by means, of an almost universal suffrage, possesse 1}| of the
complete controul of the popular l)'l.‘llltll of llw. l,(;:{xl.‘l(‘“.]'(" n mat-
ters ‘of Legislation and Finanee,  The population of British descent,
cqually \lll)]t cted to the IFreneh laws, and to the new regulations ori-
ginating in the popular branch, is about a sixth of the whole, and i is
located in the proportion of about one h.lll_ in the Towns ;1!1(! Ik,““?““
Catholic Parishes, and the rest in Townships beyond the 8¢ igniorics,
and chiefly on the South East of the St. l.:l‘\\ rence.  As nfvnrmm-.(l
in the Preface, the inhabitants of these Townships, II(‘»I(lmg their
Lands under the English Tenure of l"'n'v and ('mnnmn .S«)("(':lg(', arc
not represented i the ln-mim'.ml Lv;l.\l.‘lfun"; while the mHuvm'nA- of
the other mmhabitants of British d(‘ﬁuA-nt, in the g nlvrul clections
throughout the Seigniories, is not suflicient to return a single Member
devoted to their interests. . ‘ ' '
This Lower Province, ngrv("ll)l\' to Licutenant Governor Clarke’s
Proclamation, dated Tth May, 1792, still continues divided into twen-
ty one Counties : ( -m/u, (UHI((I//I\ Devon, Hertford, Dorche ster,
Bue /..'uw/mm\/me. Richelicu, I)u//m(/ ',\””{-I/' 1\(}//. I(IIII/III.L'(/(///,
York, Montreal, Lffincham, Leinster, T} uru‘/(/:-T St. “Iul(.}'lu’.. Hamp-
shive, Quebeey, Northumberland and Orleans : Eighteen of which send
two Members cach, while Gaspé, 1)'(:{.//“:'4/ and Orleans send one Mem-
ber each to the Provincial Touse of .x\s.\("x'n?»l.\'.“ .
Lower Canada contains the following Cities and Boroughs, besides

* The House of Assembly, owing to its l“r‘('nrh. pmpvnsit.ieu, has quar-
relled much with the English names given to those ((Hlll(.lt'b ; and, in ”“‘. Bill lately
introduced for a new Divicsion, French names were xul)\lllul}-(l, lh};s aflording one
of the many specimens which that incompetent body has given of its Loatility to

*Le native language of 1is Majesty.
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INTRODUCTIO?N, \

many Villages in the Scigniories and Town hips:*  Quenre, the
present (‘.llnl o, situated chiefly ona 1oty point ol Land, on »l'u‘
Northwest side of the St. Lawrence, nearly four houndred miles from
it< mouth, very strong by nature, and (‘vmll»h ll"‘\' fortified |).\ art, con-
tains within and without the fortifications, about twenty thousand
gouls : and sends four representatives to the Ass ml)ly. MoNrnear,
onc hundred and cichty miles above Quebee, built on the Fast side
of an Island, formed lu:\' ”I('JIIII"IIHH of the St. Lawrence with the
Ottawa, the water bhoundary between both Provinees, contaims about
twenty-five thousand imhabitants, and also returns four Members off

¢ Note.—The following is the result of a Census of the Population of Lower
Cannda, taken in the year 1820,

I'he Counties are placed in the same order as in - Licutenant Governor Clarke's
Proelumation, already referred to ==

1 Gaspé (a Maritime District and County, which ought to be joined by Law, n¢

it is by nature, to the Province of New- Brunswick) contains.......... 6,125
2 Cornwallis . N S—— AR 0 20,012
3 Devon 11,944
Hertford pecst Lok

5 Dorchester o

,,,,,,, sosisssvisensripsrsirsrensariiie. N GOT

6 Buckinghamshire, including several Townships, whose

Y.ands are held in Free and Common Soceage, . 33,522
7 Richelieu, do. do. do. do. do... 46,250
8 Bedford, do. do. do. do. do..... 23 GHd
9 SUTTCY y oot sr o coos corn noors coonsroorseoos 1+.00osososssonseeons oot ont voots s00ns seos o0 +00 42 228 1600000 + 00 11,073
JO K OO, et ettt et ettt rtrres e oo 10,8090
11 Huntingdon, including several ‘Townships,.... S 39,586
12 York, includinr several Townships on the Ottawa, 30,006
13 Montreal, an Island, including the City of that name, ... rerarcimeorsee 13 44$)D
JE: N BURMY s oo rmsnisssimsmiissiicssssrmraisnssbonsinasssioii swias warsmssnsismmors, 1021
15 L.einster; wom s

,,,,,,,,,,, 16,707

16 Warwick, ... . N——
17 St. Mauricegincluding the Borough of

e . s 110,950
Three Rivers,.......

s L1060

DB AN D TR o iorionee mansancss iy e corers i o e i s s s 13.312
19 Quebec, im']ut!ing the City of the same NAME, o e ecrm oo mremrees 23,6223
20 Northumberl ll\li, PN Fr e rOPO S POrOrsOe reve sonsans ] 4212
21 Orleans, an Island near Quebec ovivers  §,02%
4213650

Of this population, one sixth is of British descent, which being deducted 70,505
Leaves this number of French origin, ... = — e 303,143

And as Upper Canada, by a late Census, has been found to

CONBANN (ins s s mrsirsrnasi i soearssiisrms smomsimmseremeess.  115.000
To which, adding the English in the Lower Province, 70,630

Making a total of oo - S—_— 245 630
;t may therefore be concluded, that of the whole population of Upper and Tower
Canada, more than two fifths are Subjects of British descent, distinguished from

the population of French origin, by their attachment to En thish Laws, Language
&nd other characteristics : indeed, the continuation on the same scal

. ¢ of emizration
\vllmh has existed during the last twelve years, must make the British cqual to the
French population before the year 1840,
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Assembly. Tinver-Rivens, a Royal Boron: ki, situated on the Nortli-
west side of the . Maurice at 1ts contluence with the
rence, nearly midway lnr ween Quebee and Montreal,

river St St Law-

contains about
Winniaw

Jorough, situated at the Jnn(tmn of the river

three thousand inhabitants, and sends two re presentatives.
Hexnry, also a Royal
Sorcl or Chambly with the St. Lawrence, in Iis Maje sty’s Seig aniory
of Sorcl, contams about
Member to the House of Assembly, thus completing the fifty Mem-
bers .111~»m d for the p()lml.u branch by the Act of the British Parlia-
ment, . (I(H ]“ .ll)..:l

A\!mmg the lxl‘.l«‘p:‘v\('nt(‘(l lﬂ\\ll\ ‘m(] \l”""(\s we mé ,\ me n[um 1“
the Scigniories, ln‘;;innilw with the North, l\..\\lm,n.\sf\_\, a place fre-
quented for the benefit of sea bathing 3 Beavrort, near Quebec, and
Berriier, places of some Trade ; L'Assoyrrion,
1errebonne, having some Manufactures; Dorcnester or ST.
near the fort of Chambly, the scat of a Custom Housc for importations
by the route of Lake Champlain from the United States; IsLe-Avx-
Nory, containing, besides its militen‘_v garrison, a fey
traders and mechanies ; Larratrie, opposite Montreal, a sort of rest-
ing place for travellers and traders from the United States, waiting a
passage across the St. Lawrence ; LACiNg, connected with Mon-
treal by a beautiful Canal for boats, saving the risk of navigating the
ml)ids}ni' the St. Lawrence, containing Stores for Ilis Majesty’s ser-
vice and for the merchandise of individuals : Point Crairg, and the
Cepars, small villages at present, but so favourably situated as to
promise improvement ; and lastly, on the line of the St. Lawrence,
Coreav-pu-Lac, containinga Custom-House to superintend the irter-
course of the United States and Upper Canada with the Lower Pro-
vince. Inland, we have the village of St. Bustacug, on the route
from Montreal to the Scttlements on the Ottawa; and, in the sam
direction, Tiie Lake oF Tne two Mounrtains, which, with the vil
lage of LorerTE, near Qucbee, and that of SavrT St. Lours or
CoGuNAWAGA, opposite LaChine, and Brcaxcour, near Three-Ri-
vers, forms the principal residence of the Roman Catholic native In-
dians, under the special protection of the King.  The Village of St
ANDREWS, as containing an Episcopal and a Presbyterian Church, a
Paper Mill, and other incipient establishments, should be mentioned,
in conncction with the rising Settlements which gradually spread be-
tween the St. Lawrence and the Ottawa.  On this river, the Gren-
ville and Ridcau Canals now carrying on at the expense of the
[mperial Government, with views of '\Iilir'n‘v defence and interior
communication, are pmnn\nw great encouragement to Settlements ;
and it 1s pml).lhh' that a writer, nn(lul‘ll\nw a slight view of Lower
Canada, in the year 1850, will find it his (lut) to notice fifty Villages
between Montreal and the Lake Chaudiere on the Ottawa ; on the
Upper Canada side of which, in 1827, was founded BytowN, the
commencement of the Rideau Canal, connecting the waters of Lake
Ontario with those of the river Ottawa,
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INTRODUCTION. XVIl

In the Townships, on the South Fast of Montreal, which are inha-
bited by about forty thousand souls of Dritish descent, and chiefly en-
gaged in Agri('ll]ltlﬁ', there are several flourishing \'.il|;t;1c?, im:hulmg
Snersrook e, where the District Court and Gaol-of St. Irancis were

.cently established 5 but the present state of those Townships ;Hliml:
’n satisfactory criterion to judge of their capabilitics, when they shall
have obtained English laws, a due share in the Provincial Representa-
tion, and Public '(I)///('(’.\' for the Registration of all mutations of Leal
Estate and encumbrances thereon.
hough the state and politics of the Lower Province are the prin-
cipal objects of the following sheets, we shall slightly allude to those
of Upper Canada.

The Upper Province, having rapidly extended its settlements, ll;l-,‘
undergone a variety of divisions into Countics, and the number of
Mecmbers of the House of Assembly, has gradually extended to
forty-four, in this present Parliament, elected in the ycar 1824.

The principal Towns are York, the scat of Government, situated
near the head of Lake Ontario, and about 450 miles above Qucbec.
Besides Barracks for Troops, and various Government buildings, it
contains a handsome Church, and several neat private Houses : its
population has been reckoned 2000 souls ; but it is neither consider-
ed well adapted for a Capital, nor for a Commercial Emporium: this
City returns one Member to the Assembly. Niacara, at the West
end of Lake Ontario, and about 525 miles above Quebec, notwith-
standing its entire destruction by the American General Maclure,
during last war, has been rebuilt, and is & well situated and thriving
?luw of trade. QueexsTowN is a place of great importance, at the
oot of the Ialls of Niagara, which, interrupting the navigation, re-
quirc the landing of all Merchandise and Stores, and their transpor-
tation by land, about ten miles to Cuierrewa, on the River Welland,
leading through the Grand River into Lake Erie: this portage will,
however, be rendered unnecessary, by the Welland Canal, a great
work now rapidly advancing to completion under the joint auspices
of the Provincial Government, and of a private Company. Return-
ing towards Lower Canada, we find the large Town of Kincston
885 miles above Quebec, near the egress of the River St. Lawrence
from Lake Ontario: this Town was commenced by the American
Loyalists in 1784, and has rapidly increased in Population and Com-
merce, and in Military and Naval importance : it was the great Na-
val Depot during the late war, when Naval predominancy was
contended for by the late Sir James Lucas Yeo, acainst the Ameri-

gean Commodore  Chauncey, and when Ships of the Line first sailed
gBnd fought upon the inland Seas of Canada. Kingston is commandcd
t_\' a strong Fort on Point Frederick, which protects its Naval Docks,
nd the vessels of war now laid up in ordinary, in charge of C8mmo-
doic Barrie, the Naval Commissioner. '
C
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Ahove and below  Kingston, many l""" <im Upper Canada e
rising to Commeorcial tmportance, both on the Tover S Lawaong
and momland sitvations s Coburo, Bath, Prescott, Brochvitle, Wil
amsiorwen, Lancaster and  Perth, are thrivinge Sottlements, havn
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INTRODUCTION XIX

Comtrvaincluding  the whole Coast of the Gulph, appears
Ly the celebrated Itahian adventurers

This
t(l'u\' '» n

first discovered

Joln and  Sehastion Cabot ; and some  writers have endeavoured
to cive it accordingly the name of Caporry., I'hey satled un
der o Commis<ion from Hesry 1ne seveNin of ENcnann; and

then prin 4|,,|| obhijert was, by a North-west  course, to reach the
Bast 1505 or China, the latter Country being  then called (Ca-
PHAY: and Sehastian Cuabot, about the ycear one thowsand  fuur
Murid)od and winety-ciohl, 15 suppos d to have « \I;lvm d both the
Gu//‘/l of the St. Lawrence, and the Atlantic Coast, without, howe-
ver, taking formal POSSESSI0N of the Country, or attempting any set-
tlement.  Meantime, Fraxcr, rich ininternal resonrces, with a po-
ulation peculinrly attache d to their fine Country, felt little ambition
or <uch rescarches; and it was Im‘ll.\' the 'n-nstm;ni jealousy of F'ran-
es 11 rinst, roused by the pretensions of Spain and Portugal to
monopolise the new world, which produced the first French voyage
of discovi ry. Italy, which produced the splendid  discovery of ap-
pl)'in',: the pelarity of the magnet, under the mechanisin and name of
the Nariner's C'ompass, to purposes of navigation, also supplied the
best navigators; and Jonn Vernazant was the Italian chosen by £an-
L‘!'l, to open this new carcer of ambition, who alter various attempts,
in which, according to Charlevoir, he discovered I'lorida, and thence
sailing back, around the American Coast, to the fifteenth degree of
latitude, there took formal possession of the Country, calling it * La
Nouvvere France,” ¢ New France.” Returning to France in the
year 1521, with no specimens of the precious metals nor of valuable
merchandise, nor even enabled to present at Court strange men or
other ul)jw’ts' of interest or ('lll'imily, Verrazant was ('r;|(”y received ;
and, with more particular instructions, he resumed his voyage of disco-
very ; but he had no sooner reached the Continent of America,and at-
temptcd to correspond with the Natives, than he excited their jealou-
syy-and lost his life in an affray. This unfortunate result, and the
arduous concerns of Francis in Furope, who was taken prisoner in
the year 1525, at the battle of Pavia, prevented further attempts till
the year 1534 ; when the experience gradually obtained in fishing
voyages from St. Maloes to Newfoundland, had prepared native
Frenchmen to undertake discoveries on the American Coast.  From
this period, therefore, we have distinet accounts of the progress made
in the discovery and settlement of CANADA.

This year, Jacques Cartier, an experienced Navigator, was Com-
Wissioned by Francis the First, King of France, to continue the dis-
3\'('1‘1\‘5 of Verrazapi, and endeavour to render them advantageous

the Kingdom. Leaving St. Maloes, on the <20th of April, ha

Jastcd great part of the Gulph, which he afterwards named St.
Eawrence, taking formal possession of the Country, and returning to
n’an.(‘c with two of the Natives, but without any specimens of the
precious metals, which were the primary objects of European cupi-
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Having
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found the Tndians every where friendly, and inclined o
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lus vessels were frozen an,

Though the River beeame navigable for Canoes opposite to St
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Ol the end of Mareh @ and it was only on the fifth of Apnl, that th

vossels were perfectly dise ngaged,

Cromx Hachow,

During the winter, he had los
twentyv-five men, by the scurvy, which induced him to dismantle o
of | and, having decoved on board the Chiet of the Todie
an Village, he saled for France on the Gth of May: and, proceeding

IS V¢ \‘t‘\_

slow v, with the view of observing the Coasts and Islands of the I
ver and Gulphy he lefi Race. Nexefoundland, on the 19th o
June. and, reaching St. Maloes on the 16th of July, he prepared lus
Report to the King of France.

After this vear, Castier was left long to expatiate in vain, upoi
the advantages to be derived from  establishing a Colony in his new
1
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¢
lpinlc 1 1vn‘|\ 1l .':, 'u obtamed an 5"||u,|,,h..y nt ne Cifplain ,,,,,,/.

whdor Frangors e la Rogue, Serenen e Roheronl ¢ Iy 1w Conn
mis<ioned, by Prancis the s, na Viceroy and Tacutenant Coeneral
i Cavana, Hocoerraaa, & ‘ 9
1oberval wis detamed, hy nmv'vtt\lulr'n”unllu-'_t|rn|||!'Hu L,
but he l!"('llll Crtier. whoo nfter no stormy  voyage, renched St
Croix Thbour, on the 20th of Angoast, o, ,vvm:::lm:' Hp vl
forr lengnes, he huilt o fort ot the maonth ol o sl Waver, which by
c.“11|(’u/w'r I 'w";\\|u|- he Telt n [’!Hrdvll,:ll»vlM"‘H‘l',!rvlyuwr
Inthe yenr 10 Roberval el France, with five T r ol
manned ')ml conippe '| hivinge Cartier ns chick Pilat or Condieto

Mul contrndiction exists in the historieal nccounts of this ve
but it appeara that, cither on the Tslimd of Car Brvros, ginglly
enllcd 170 Royale, or on the adjoinimg Const ol the f,u||,!, St Lowe

Or

pence, 1oherval and his associates built a fort ; where Curlier vwis
left Communder, with a nomerons gartison, well provisioned, and
whth one of the vessels belonging 1o the Expedition,  Hoberal,
howover, hastened hack 1o France, for th purpose of obtarming wd

R |
dltum,ll cnconragement and Se tlers,

In the year 1502, he had lmn;u]ul ns fur ns Newfoundland,
'lﬂvilllf three '\!"l" and two  hundred persons, hesides supplies
of provisions on honrd, for the new Settlement ; when he was  is

agrecably swrprised at mecting Cartier returning with the remain
der of the Colomists, whom the lhllu-]'l'yl’l'l nature of the Coun

tr’, and tho rising ||.||rn|».y of the Indiang, had induced to aban
don the fort, and to embark for France. According Lo the 11

tovian Charlevore, Roberval hemng a man of firmness and address,
revailed upon the fugitives to change their course, and second him

n fullilling the stractions of the King.,  Taving restored order i

the corson, which he again left under Cartieg’s command, he des
patchoed one of his Officers, named Alphonse, to ¢xamine the Coast
of Lannavon, in the vain lmlu of finding a passhge to the Fast In
dies. 1lc himself is stated to have ascended the Hiver St. [awrene

A

and to have ¢ nte red the River Sague nay ; but gothing satisfactory
has rcached us, on the \ll]b|1 ct of his progress, m' of s various voy-
ages to Can wda, from this year till the year 1540 during which in-
terval, Jacques Cartier, ruined in he alth and in fortune , returned to
France, and died ne glected l)_y his thoughtless Countrymen.
Roberval's pursuit of discovery and settlement, had been long in-
terruptod, by the (]lll_)' of serving his }\m;{ in the famous strug
wer and ;;lnr_y, between Francis the 1st of France, and Charle
h of Spain; but Francis being now dead, and the
ance pacified, our noble Adventurer resumed his former carcer .
Qd, associating with limself his brother, of equal eclebrity, he
Barked for Canada, with a numerous train  of enterprising  yous
men ; but l}uv were never heard of afterwards, the whole beir
poscd to have perished at sca. This misfortunc destroyed,

for a tie,

troublgs ol
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Canada : and, dun

fitty years, no measures were taken for succouri o the descendan

all hopes of supporting an establishment in

of the few French Settlers who had remained in that Country.
The Marquis de la Roche was appointed, by HeNrY T Fovrry
s Commissi

is the first, which makes provision for partitioning the discovered Lad

his Licutenant General in Canada. Hocehe laga, &c.

into Scigniorics and Fiefs, to be held under the Feudal Tenure an d
as a compensation for military service in the field, when re quirced,
[Taving resolved  to examime the ('u:nm_\', before carrying out
many  Settlers, he embarked, along with about SIXtY persons (f
forty he Tanded on Sabre Istasn
a place totally unfit for cultivation.” He next reconnoitered )
ncighbouring coast of Acadia, now called Nova Scotia: and, huy.
ing collected  the information deemed he
France, being prevented, by tempestuous  weather, from executing

ruincd  fortunes; of whom

necessary, returned to
his design of w ithdrawing the forty persons left on Sable Island ; and
twelve miserable survivors of those unfortunate people, were only
rescued from their hopeless situation in the year 1605. But th
Marquis de la Roche was not _destined to resume his career : for his
private misfortunes retained him in Prance; where he is said to hav
fallen a victim to disappointment and chagrin, soon after his return,

M. Chauvin, a Naval Officer, this year, obtained from Ienry the
Fourth, a Commission granting to him an exclusive trade with Cana-
da, and other rights and powcers similar to those conferred on the
Marquis de la Roche ; and he associated with himself Pontgravé, a
skilful Navigator and ' Merchant at St. Maloes. They made two
gaintul voyages to Tapoussac, near the mouth of the Saguenay Ri-
ver, carrying on an extensive trade in Furs, with the Indians; who,
for mere trifles, exchanged valuable Skins.

While preparing for his third voyage, Chauvin died; and Picrre
Dugast, Sieur de Monts, a Calvinist, reccived from Henry the Fourth,
a patent, conferring on him the exclusive trade and government of
the territory, situated between the 40th and the 46th degrees of lati-
tude: though himself of the reformed Religion, he was enjoined by
his patent of appointment, to convert the native Indians to the Ro-
man Catholic Tenets. To this gentleman, and to M. de Chatte, the
Governor of Dieppe, in Normandy, belong the credit of associating,
in their schemes of Trade, Discovery and Colonisation, the celebra-

ted SAMUEL DE CuamrrLain, who founded Quebec, and, by his per--

sonal character and excrtions, contributed greatly to render Canada
an object of lasting interest to France and to European Christendom.

After a variety of fortune in establishing trading posts, which he
left in charge of his associates, in L'Acadie, now called Nova Scotia,
the Sicur de Monts lost his privilege ; and only obtained a renewal of
it, by agreeing to form a new establishment on the River St.Lawrence.
After this engagement, two vessels were equipped, and placed under
the command of Champlain and Pontgravé ; but the whole year was
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INTRODUCTION. N XTI
ceerd i carrvine on the Far Trade from Tadonssae, while the Aca-
dian Colony was suliered to go to ruin, and that, irl\llm\\'ll on the St.
l,.'l\'\l nee, was del :v\ul.
At dength, Samuel de (Wunnp].ﬁ;n, whose Taudable ambition was
not confined to Conmmercial pursuits, resolved to effect the establish-

ment Irench Court ; and, sailing from France
with three Ships contammg Lomicrrants, he entered the St. Lawrence s

cont :r})'.(lx d by the
and, at the spot where that River 15 joined by the St Charles, and
becomcs contracted in its Channel, he landed, erected huts for his
Sett) rs, cleared some Lund, sowed Wheat and : and Taid the
foundation of the City of Quebee, the Capital of New  France, on
',h‘, id of Julv, 1608.% »

Champlain's mfant establishment soon excited the curiosity of va-

Rye,

rious tribes of Indians; and the Mountuineers, who inhabited the
lowr part of the St. Lawrence, the Algonguins, who occupied its
shorcs from Quehee to Montrealy the Hurons, whose principal resi-
dence was on Lake Huron, and other less considerable tribes, all en-
gaged in war witlethe Iroguots, solicited and obtained the assistance
of the French.  Without foresceing the consequences, Champlain
taught them the use of fire-arms; and even joined them in offcnsive
operations against the powerful  Iroquots, or Five Nations. In this
thoughticss manner, began the ruinous contests between his Scttlers
and the Iroquois, w ho afterwards obtained the support of the English
and Dutch Colonies, and continued their predatory and  crucl war-
fare with little intermission, nt)(\\ilhs(:mding the (‘t.m('iliumry cfforts
and itrigues of the Jesuits, (till the final subjugation of Canada by
Great Britain, in the year 1759.

Leaving the Colony under the ¢ammand of Pierre Chauvin, Cham-
phin returned to France, in the year 1609,

Champlain is stated by Charlevoix, this year, to have recached ,Ta-

doussac from the French Coast, in the remarkably short passagg of

ﬂgﬁlu( n days. Elated with the admiration of the Indians, and *l:l\-
ing m.ul.\' an easy campaign lagst year, against the Iroquois, Cham-
plain joined his allies ; and, after a fatiguing march, and somgf des-
perate fighting in the neighbourhood-of the Lake, afterwards &(;‘l“(‘d
by'bls name, LA?\'K ( WAMPLAIN, he ggain obtained the \i[’\[ury,
chleﬂy by the effects of his fire arms. o)
Having |A<'t|||'1n-|.l safely from this sécond expedition, Champilain
w;ll]n'vp;um;:. to form an establishment at Montreal ; when accounts
of the assassination of Henry the Fourth, obliced him to revisit
Fnll('('; and that melancholy event having deprived Mr. De Monts
0‘:‘(]\.{' support and patronage requisite for the promgtion of his €omn-
I*('ul views, and for lht' protecton of the infant Colony, he exhor-

Charlevoix says that Q ] J i 1 i
a levoix says that Quibeio, in the Algonquin and Quelibec, in the Abanaqui
tonRues, «ignify a contraction ; and he thus accounts for the name of Quebece gi

» b y P . y ‘ o )
vemto thie new City, in a less fanciful manner than has been done elsewhere,
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ted Champlain to seck a powerful patron at the Court of the Quee

Recent, Manry pe Meprcrs.,

 Charles de Bourbon, Comte de  Soissons, had hardly been salut
Fither of New I'rance, appointing Champlain - his Lieutenant, wh
he died ; -but he was immediately replaced by De Condé, & Prince
the Blood Royal, who confirmed ('h'ml[)l‘lin\ appointinent.

This whdle year was spent by Che amplain in France, owing to t
intrigues of certain Merchants of St. Maloes, who obliged hims
and his associates to give them a share of the exaggerated advantay
of the exclusive Tre ulv conferred by the RRoyal Patent.

*Champlain sailed from St. Maloes, on the 6th of M: irch, with o
one Ship, commanded by his friend Pontgravé, lately returned fi
L’Acadie; and they reached Quebec on l]ll) 7th of May, which pl
being found in l'(m(l condition, they ascended to the Indian Vill: e
llmllof.wu, near the present scite of Montreal ; ;, where they amus
and astonished the natives, with warlike shows and exercis
Thence, quitting Pontgravé, Champlain explored a part of the gr
River OrTAWA, whenge, hastening to Quebec, he arrived with
friend at St. Maloes, in the end of August.

This year was passed in forming a new and more extensive Cor

mercial association with Merchants at St. Maloes, Rouen and It
chelle, which being approved by the Prince de Cond¢, Viceroy
New France, he obtained the Royal Letters Patent for the est: Wi
mefit of that Company, which, to promote the important object
spreading Religion, agreed to defray the expenses of four Priests
the ()ulu of RecoLLeTs, who undertook the dangerous voyage
New Irance, for the purpose of administering slmml.ll consolation
the Colonists, and founding Missions for the propagation of the G
pel among the Indians. The apparent subserviency of Colonial |
licy and Commerce to the Religion of the State, in the progress
events, will form an interesting contrast between the French and t
Linglish Colonies, in North America.

The Indians began to practise upon ('lmmp]uin\' easy temper a
* romantic (ll\l)()\ltmll. being desirous of using his troops chiefly to
cure the victory, without giving them a duc share of the Elm\ or
the spoil.  This ycar, thc ”mmh went on an expedition, carry
along with them, FaTier Josepn CAron, a Recollet, leaving C i
})’dln behind, who afterwards followed ; and his force and fire-ar
were found necessary to dislodge the enemy from a kind of fort wh
the y had erected. On this occasion, Champlain was severely w oy
ed, which accident led to a hasty, but not disorderly, retrcat ot
part of the allies, who obliged him and Tather Caron, to pass !
winter in their Country. \ul)mltmvr with a good grace, and avail
himself of his favourable position for «\pluung lln' Country,
studying the character of the Indians, Champlain visited the Hur
Villages, extending his tour to LAaxke Nirisine, where the Alg
quins had some establishments. Lcarning, however, that his sava
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.nfv\ intended to drag him into mm(ln-r<'\pv(lilinn, he engaged some
Indians to scize the opportunity of the first opening of the naviga-
tion. to convey Father Caron and himself to Quebec ; where they ar-
rived the 11th of July, 1616, to the great surprise and joy of the
Colonists, who thought them both dead.

Father Joseph Caron, no less zealous in his vocation, had gained
gome knowledge of the language of the Hurons, observed their
haunts, and fixed, in his own mind, the proper stations for Livangeli-
cal Missions among them.

After remaining a month at Quebee, Champlain and Father Jo-

h Caron, returned to France, accompanied by the Superintendant
:Pﬂn: Evangclical Mission.

This year 1s memorable, on account of the combination of the
late allics of Champlain, for the extermination of the French; their
machinations having been fortunately discovered, by one of them-
selves, to a Recollet Friar, named Pacirique Durressis, he pre-
yented the calamity, by exciting jealousies and divisions, and bring-
ing over some influential individuals among the conspirators to his
views of pcace. Their cruel resolution has been ascribed to their
fears of being severely punished, on the return of Champlain, for the
murder of two I'renchimen ; but the good Friar acted as a mediator ;
and Champlain, choosing a middle course between European and In-
dian idcas of justice, accepted the offer of the Savage tr)‘]llnu‘ one
of the murdcrers at his
to the rclations of the deccased, and to deliver two of their Chicfs as
bo.ta;_'(‘: into his hands.

During three ycars, the troubles of the Regency in France, de-
rived (ke Prince de Condé of his liberty, and of the due exercise of
is Vi('vm_\ alty ; and combined with the :1\i(1i1.\' and jealousy of the

Traders, under the Patent, to paralyse the efforts of ('h;nnlv,lnm for
thesecurity and advancement of the Colony. But this ycar, MaR-
SHAL Moxtmorenct having purchased the Prince's Viceroyalty for
eleven thousand Crowns, he confirmed Champlain’s ('un;mia;inn,
and appointed Monsicur Dolu, a highly r¢ spected  Officer of
:,ulticu as Colonial Agent in Irance. Canadian prospects hav-
ing thus brightened, Champlain ventured to convey his family to New
France. 1le arrived at Tadoussac, in time to stop the intrusion of
some Rochelle ;\(l\'('nturgrs, whom he surprised not only violating
the rights of his associatcd to the exclusive Trade of the Country,
b.u} likewise selling fire-arms to the Indians, which dangerous pru&-
aee had been hitherto wisely avoided.

‘i*‘ year, the Iroquois or Five Nations. secem to have extended their

s from merely predatory warfare against the Colony, to a settled

of (:\.ll‘l'lllillil[i()l); for they now perceived the new bond of Re-
lighon uniting Fllc French with the Hurons, and with the other ob-
jects of ‘Illt’ll: m\'('u-mtc.hostilit_y. Dividing their forces, they attack-
ed the Colonists and their allies, :\tl three different points ; and, though

)

merey ; to present a large quantity of Furs

~—
A.D.

1617.

1620.

1621.
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~* = repulsed at the principal posts, they ravaged the surrounding Coun ghiges the Island of
A.D. try, and excited such alarm in Champlain, that he called a Coung pl&l('t' i s Brown: b
of the Priests, Officers, and chief Colonists, which advised the i ollct Rupid. ‘Fhis ¢y

mediate despateh of a Deputy to I'rance, to lay before s Majes desizn, on the part of
and the Duke of Montmorenci, the deplorable situation of the Col (.‘IIIHVH' with their lives
ny, and the culpable negleet of the Association to provide | gers. |

its support, and to fultil the general condition of their Paton I'lsis viear, thitce m
'Iu_//u ] (uu/":l:;‘ Bailliff, lpf‘rsnn:lll:\' known |<; llllf‘ '_\'ullllv‘:; Kive  uder the superintend
weimg chosen eputy on this occasion, succeeded m s mmporty l . oan
Mission.  The ('\nnimny was suppressed; and  the rights of 'Hu d lg:.':”‘.‘:l.lrlilll,‘l,],l:;\;,;(.‘lhi.l\:]
Inquent Association were transferred to IWilliam and Fweric de Caq (h“;“L: and producec
two Protestants, admissible, under the wise and humane policy of th off M. de Caen, who,
cdict of Nantz, te places of trust, power and profit, under the Frend  manded by the Vicere
Crown. tives of revenge.

1622 Fourteen years had now clapsed since the foundation of Quebe (“h.““l)]‘li,,,ﬂ,‘ e |
byt its l“'l‘”] ition did not exceed fifty souls; its Commerce was i ghe lamentable effcen
gignificant, and the principal station for the Fur Trade mmmuul on]v encouraged the i
be Tadoussac, theugh ax Rer had been lately established at T wise intc rrupted the b
Rivers, 25 leagues above Quebec. surrounding Country.

1623 Mr. ]nnt"mw onc of the greatest benefactors of New Irance Pag Trade only; whil
was this year obliged to return to Europe, on account of bad healtl  culpable neglect of Ci
and William de Caen himself visited Quebee ; where, though a C: Coﬁa As a remedy
vinist, he was well received, and continued popular for some tine hadigo the strong m
among Roman Catholics. France to a powerful A

Champlain, whose department was not Commerce, but Militar Pa@#ners, consisting of
and Civil Superintendance, was at this period alarmed by a repo spegial patronage and 1
that the Hurons intended to enter into alliance with the Iroquoir RaemEeriru, Grand Ma
and he hastened to send back to the former Father Joseph Caron, ac tigm and Commerce of

companied by a Recollet Priest and a Friar, just arrived from Iranc This Association, as
in the hope of preventing a coalition so dangerous to the infant (¢ April, 1627, was cstab
lony. the native Indians to tl

1624. (‘ll:\!hpl:lill built this year, at Quebec, a Fort of stone, and he i« Cla#gy, and by the exa
terwards returned to France with  his Family, and there found Mu andbwith the secondary
shal Montmorenci, in treaty with his Nephew, Henry de Levi, Dul ne#Commercial advan
of Ventadour, who finally acquired the Viceroyalty of New Frane th@#ur Trade, or from
This nobleman purchased the charge from religious motives, bei cifie Ocean, and to Chi
zealous for the propagation of the Catholic Faith, among the Indiar Framce.
and, under his auspiges, with the King’s permission, three Pricsts From such extensive
the order of Jesuits,were ;11)}»0intul to found a Mission at Qucbe nature, the powers and

1625. The names of the Priests devoted to this Mission, were Cha geeat and unprecedente
Lallemant, Enemonde Massé, and  Jean de Brebauf; but it requin wepe so much evaded in
all the characteristic address and management of the Jesuits to ove ¢ of worldly advanti
come the prejudices against their Order, which were deeply felt mw (‘()mpuny held ?
France, and industriously circulated in Canada. al Seigniory unde

This year, Nicholas Viel, a Recollet Pricst, and a young Ind ge, and the preser
Prosclyte, returning to Qucbee from Lake Huron, were drowned, ! c‘on to the Throne.
the oversetting of their Canoe, in a rapid of the Channel which ¢ wasigranted. The Kin
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vides the Island of Montreal from the Island of Jesus. The fatal
plm« is still known by the name of the Sai Wt de Recollet, or the Re-
eollct Rupid. 'Fhis event was suspecte d by some, to l| we arisen from
desi;;n, on the part of the Indin Conductors of the who, ¢3-
caping with their lives, carried oftf the baggage of llun' late  passcn-

.Ill(n s

gers.

This year, three more
under the superintendance of Father Encmonde Mass¢, Quebee be-
That jei «

Jesuits arrived, with some Mechanies ; and,

gan to nnpnm. and to assume the appearance of a City.
1008\ against the Jesuits, ¢ xper icneed elsewhere, pursuc d them into
&Il.l(l‘l. and produced a series of vexatious proceedings, on the part
of M. de Caen, who, being at their instance, as he supposed, repri-
mandcd by the Viceroy, troublezome from mo-
tives of H:\('I!"(' .

Champlain, by

became still more
ne this year returned to Quebec, readily perce ived
the lament: xl)la ceffects of those jealousies and disputes, which not
OIIIV encouraged the imsults and  atrocitics of the lll(ll s, but like-
wise intc nnlmd the nlultlmg of houses and clearing of Land in the
surrounding Country.  De Caen and his assoclates, dtn'n(lml to the
Fur Trade only ; while Religious dissensions, combined with their
culpable neglect, of Civil duty, to increase the disorders of the little
Co As a remedy to this desperate state of affairs, recourse was
had to the strong measure of transferring the Commerce of New
France to a lm\wrﬁll Association, called the Company of a Hundred
Pagtners, consisting of Clergy and Laity, and established under the
spegial patronage 4llld mana-ement of the celebrated CARDINAL DE
RieneLiry, Grand Maste r, Chiet’and Superintendant of the Naviga-
tion and Commerce of Irance.

This Association, as declared by the Royal Edict of the 19th of
Ap’ll 1627, was cstablished, for the primary purpose of converting
thenative Indians to the Catholic Faith, by the precepts of a zealous
Clargy, and by the ex: nnpl(' of a respectable body of devout Settlers,
andhwith the svum(l.n) view of obtaining for his Majesty’s .\ul)Juh,
new!Commercial advantages, derivable from a better management of
theFur Trade, or from the desirable discovery of a route to the Pa-
cifi@Ocean, and to China, through the great Rivers and Lakes of New
France.

From such extensive views mdﬁtiv('s of a spiritual and temporal
nature, the powers and privileges conferred on the Association, were
great and unprcvulcnu-(l- but the duties imlmsul upon that lmdy,
were so much evaded in the sequel, that none of the brilliant anticipa-
tions of worldly advantages to the I'rench Nation, were ever realised.

he Company held New I'rance, with the extensive privileges of a
al Seigniory under the King; to whom was owing fealty and
ge, and the presentation of a Crown of Gold at every new ac-

C‘on to the Throne. With the right of soil, a monopoly of Trade
waggranted. The King only reserved, for the benefit of all his Sub-
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jects, the Cod and Whale Fisheries in the Galph and Concts of

St awrence : and, to such Colonts as migzht not he servint

the ('mnlmn\‘. was kecnred the vight of trading with the native |
ane for poltiies, it heing understood that, on pam ol confiscation, 1l
Iactons
the Company, who were hound o purchase  them at forty  Noue

ghould bring all their acquisitions of Beaver Sk to the
I‘i(l‘\

I'me veligious features of the plan, chavacteristic of the great (
dinal de Richelicu, were strongly markedy and had o Tasting il
on posterity, and on the future destiny ol the Comntrey, The o
syatem entirely excluded Provesvranta and other e rics, ns w
aw Jews ;o the Jesuite were to he supported by the Company ; and
large field war opened for the exercise and display ot the talonts
that ambitious Order, so eomimently ealcalated tor the mstruction
subjuneation of uncivilised Nations,

o tacilitate the cl\lt_\' imposed  on the Company of settling 1
Countey, all the rights of’ Subjeets, in Old France, were extended
|“|nt;:r;int~' and to their posterity ¢ so that their departure shonld
derogate v the least, from then Civil Rights o and, even such Tndi
Natives as might become Roman Catholics, were declied to be
titled to all the privileges of’ Frenchmen.s Besides those advantag
the Colonists were to receive, with their portion ot the <otl, rights
Huntng and Vishing, from which the 1 asaniry of the larent N
weve entiroly debarred.

Bt betore the eftects of all those encouragements,
comnteract the disadvantages ot climate, could be ascertamed, ac
dental canses interfered ; and  hostilities, on the part of the Engli
combined with the meursions of” the Troquois, to disturh the exc
the conversion of
Indians, and the establishment ot Colonies in New France.

The siege of the important port of La Rochelle, the strong b
of the Freneh Protestants, undertaken by the King and Cardinal |
Richelien, in person, had produced hostilities between Lngland »

tion of the great Cardinal's gigantic plans tor

France ; and the very fiest vessels which the new Company despat

ed for ()m'l\u‘. had l'n‘vn v:)plnxnl l)_\' the |'2Hg]ix|l. This year, the
fore, in conseguence of a Commission from Charles the First, of |
gland, to David Kerth, a I'rench refugee, authorising and comma
ing him to conquer Canada, the latter arrived at Tadoussac witl
squadren, and destroyed  the Houses and Cattle about Cape ‘I
whence he sent a summons of surrender to Champlain, the
in Quebec, with his friend Pontgravé.

Relying on the ignorance of the enemy, with respect to hisn
sources, and upon the bravery of” his little garrison and inhabitan

mente ;

Champlain gave such a spirited answer to the summons, as induc
But one
fatal to vench (
lonisation, soon deprived France of Quebec, and clouded, tor a tin

Kertk to give up the expectation of immediate success.
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4
Iph and Conete of those brilliant prospects which had arisen upon the establishment of r\J’

tht not he serving the new Company. A.D.
with the native 1y \l. De Roguemont, one of the Partners, commanding a squadron

Mmool conhseation, of vessels, freighted with emigrant families, and with all kinds of pro-

thina to the Factor visions, had .||u|\w| in Gaspe Bay, whenee he despatehed n sinall craft

them at forty Sous to convey to Champlam, a Royal Commission, continuing him as (o
vernor, and to commumicate his own arrival with extensive supplies.
It has been SUSPOC ted by some, that De l('nlvn'nmlnl"' (li")ill'llll‘ from
ad e Tastingg inflo Prance, was discovered to Kertk, by William De Caen, who felt -

Comtry. The w *n‘ml at the loss of his Patent of exclusive Trade. At all events,
her o ries, ns w Kertk provoked  De Rogquemont to an engagement; and the latrer,
@ommitting to the risk of hattle, the principal resources of the Colo-

stic of the great ()

the ('u|n|»:|||\ oand
ay ot the talonts ny, ru- |||\ advanced  with his laden and encumbered vessels, to the
o (the mstraction a unequal combat, which ended in his complete overthrow, and in the

A eapture of his whole fleer. The short-lived joy diffused i Quebec
npany of setthing 1l by the arvival of the Craft, was soon  changed to sorrow ; and her

ce, were extendad erew being added to the little garrison, still further redoced  thei

departure should seanty rations, which previously sufliced for a daily allowance of only
wd, even such b f'e ounces of bread and a handful of pease
pre declared to be Deprived of s principal regources, the Inst |m]w of the Colony 1629,

des those advantay was spoedily blasted by the shipwred k of Father Philibert Nogrot
n oot the soil, rights and Father Charles Lall mant, both Jesuits, on the Coast ot Acadia
y of the arent N where they had arrived on their way from France, in a small vessel,
with o (:u.sgu of provisions, which their friends had generously suppli

gements, intendedt odd  To those adverse circumstances, were added great fears of Indian
he ascertamed, a hostility, and a sense of internal weakness, arising from religious jea-

v opart of the Engli lei('a‘v;llnul\\u the Settlers.  An expedition against the hostile Iro-
o disturb the ex qmis, had occurred to the mind of the gallant Champlain, as the only

the conversion of ' mygans of procuring subsistence for about one hundred persons under
ew rance. his coimmand ; but no gunpowder could be found 5 and he was finally
hetley, the strong he pefuced to lead his unfortunate companions into the woods, to feed up-
ving and Cardinal I ‘ofroots like the beasts of the field.  In this extremity, the return of
between Lingland 4 the L nglish wi as prayed for as a relief; and, towards the end of July,

v Company despat 8 halt famished inhabitants were rejoiced to hear that Lowis and

sh. "This year, the PRomas, brothers of David Kertk, had arrived with a sqquadron at

wrles the Fist, of 1 Peint Levi.  An honourable capitulation was obtained from the enc-

rising and commac my, and a conveyance to France sccured gratui tously to all who
t Tadoussac with  might desire to leave the Colony ; and, on the 20th of July, Lowus
e about Cape To Kertk landed at Quebec, and took possession of the fort, assigning

r to (yl““”l’l‘““’ the  the h(ll)llldl((l nnlmn\ pmt((!mn to the two Convents and to rh(
eha]nl of the Mission. Both the Commander and the English troops
th respect to hisn peted honour: ll)l\ ; but some French heretical refurecs, headed by
rison and inhabitan “nrr' Raye, nttcml)(ul to cnjoy a vulgar triumph over their Coun-
summons, as induc :m(n. Louis Kertk, by his fric ndly l|( 'portment and good managc-
success.  But one nt, prevailed upon almost every Frenchman, who had cleared a
y fatal to French ( # t of ground, to remain in the ( Colony. 'I'he Priests, however, re-
1 clouded, tor a tinc tured ; and C hamplain, before his (l(p.uuue failed not to address lus
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exhortations to the Settlers, impressing strongly upon  thei
minds, that it" their King should not be enabled, under
to re-conquer Quebece the following year,

admin Mu

Providenee,
sending back the Priests to
Holy Religion, they ought 1y
take advantage of the conditions of the capitulation, and return o

the consolations of llun

Old France, preferring to all worldly convenience and advantage,
ton of their immortal souls.

The Conquest of Quebec, so quickly achieved, was attended with
some peculiar circumstances ; and it is worthy ot remark, that David
Kertk had only left England on his successful enterprise, a few days
previously to ‘the ratification of the treaty of peace between France
and l,‘»;;l‘md, which event prevented the (lup.mh of intended  rein-
forcements and supplies, suflicient to save the Colony, and that an
extraordinary delay of” several months took place before the French
Court were made acquainted with the loss of their only possession in
the new world.

Before departing for England with his prisoners, David Kertk, the
Admiral in Chief, visited Quebee, where he had an interview with his
brother.  He greatly admired the situation of the place, boasting of
many great things that the English would do, by availing themselves
of 1“/.(1 itages neglected by the French.,  Intoxicated with success, and

icated by Michel, a heretical retugee, the Admiral, unmindtul of
his ‘lul\, behaved ungenerously to Champlain, and more particularly

N (l/?'/l'

Instie

to the Jesuits, whom he was persuaded to  consider as possessed ol
wealth; but being happily undeccived, he quickly Jmnul with his En-
glish people, in v ml( nt reproaches against the Traitor, whose chagrin
.lml disappointed malignity produced insanity ; and, after being tor-
mented in his Tucid intervals with the stings of’ remorse, this unwor-
thy Frenchman died in despair.  His funeral administered ac-
the Protestant Church, followed with scenes ol
drunkenness and noisy mirth, that shocked the feelings of Champlain
and his pious companions.

Kertk, having arrived at Plymouth, pretended the utmost surprise,
on learning that peace between France and England had been re-es-
tablished ; but there s reason to suspect that he was informed of
the fact before the reduction of Quebec, which perfidious achieve-
ment, the occasion of heavy expense to himself, was not destined to
give him the expected return of” private wealth, or public reputation.

This aggression, forming so extraordinary a sequel to a treaty of
peace, excited the indignation of the French Court, and more’par-
ticularly shocked Cardinal de Richeliew. But the loss of Quebec
gave occasion to certain Courtiers, little scrupulous on points of ho-
nour and good faith, to depreciate Canada, in the public mind, as un-
worthy of an effort for its restoration. Availing themselves of past
and of the various objections to Colonisation, then in
vogue, though happily exploded in the present day, those selfish and
narrow-minded individuals bad almost prevailed against Champlain,
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and some othor enterprising characters, who anticipated important ad- ~A
yantaces from an improved pursuit of the Fur Trade and Fisheries, A.D.

But here Relicious motives interfered ; and the King, sensible of hig
duty to support the cause of Religion, as well s the dignity of the
Freuch Crown, nlu-nul a negotiation with IEngland, rendered more
encrgctic by the cquipment of six vesscls of war, under the com-
mand of M. de H;l/il])‘: and his \I.)jm'_\ (illi( ]\I_V obtained, not on l_\'
the restoration of Quebee, but also the cession of Acadia and Isle
Royalc, otherwise called by the English, Nova Scotia and (':l]w Bre-
gon. ‘Ihis Treaty, which soothed the national ambition, and opencd
g wide ficld to the zeal of the Jesuits, for the propagation of the
Faith on exclusive principles, was sicned at St. Germain-en-Laye,
on the 20th of March, 1632, and from this time till the final reduc-
tion of Canada, by Great Britain, in the year 1760, a rivalship and
growing hostility, 1A>:\rtl~\‘ Commercial and partly Religious, took place
betwcen the I'rench and nglish Settlers in North Awerica, as ojten
einced by mutual agaression, when profound peace existed between the
fespeclive Nations in Europe. At this important epoch, the estah-
lishments possessed by I'rance, on the Gulph and River St. Law-
rence, consisted of the Fort of Quebec, surrounded by a few paltry
houses and huts: two or three hovels on the Island of Montreal, a
small number at Tadoussac and other posts, established for the con-
venienc¢ of the Fishery and the Fur Trade: the foundation of a
post at Three Rivers, and the ruins of the old Fort of Port Royal, in
Acadia.

Such, says the judicious Charlevoix, was the humble situation of

New I'rance at this late period, exhibiting a mortifying picture to hu-
man \umity of the only fruits of the discoveries of Veirazani, Carticr
and Roberval, the great disbursements of the Marquis de la Roche
and M. de Monts, and the ill-directed industry and efforts of many
privutc individuals of the French Nation. The learned Jesuit, with
characteristic dexterity, thus prepares the minds of his readers, to
appreciate the merits of his powerful Society in the future manage-
ment of Canadian affairs, both temporal and spiritual, in which they
were destined to act so splendid a part.

The Province of New France, at this period, is perhaps more wor-
thy of philosophic consideration, as a theatre displaying the zcal and
ambition of the Jesuit Missionaries, than as a Colony established for
Commercial or Military purposes. “A gencral enthusiasm for the
gre;uling of the Tenets of the Church of Rome, among Pagan and

vage nations, distinguished the seventcenth century; but that

onderful Lcclesiastical Association, called the Jesuits, nearly mono-
lised, in cvery part of the world, the propagation of the Romish

ith, and conciliated with it, in some degree, the political power of

I!e temporal Sovereign. In Canada, though other Orders of Lccle-
lllsmi\ began and continued Missions, they were stars of inferior
maguitude to the bright luminary of the Society of Jesus; whosc
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pire at large.  Even, during the despotism of Lewis THE ].l'l'H, chage of equivalent
was found diflicult to prevent the Jesuits, under pretext of bemg ¢ J possession of 1
Stewards of the Poor, from monopolising the best lands; and | (ORhe oo '.nt' “”;
dians, as well as Frenchmen, were occasionally exposed to their Tl 2 ” )
tortions.*  Quickly monopolising the instruction of" the people, tl '1“‘ ;’1 exchane
instilled daita them such ideas of concentration and local uttu.('hm(‘: m bl:..t;w‘.(',u-'-‘l‘ l‘h\
as ('ntir("‘,'" prevented that spirit of l‘\l(l'llsi\'.(‘ .\‘('t[lvln(.‘ll.f, \"}“'('h» al m{,\ 'ltln::\nlulnl-
contemporaneous period, began to di.\'lmgm‘\h the British ( ulmw.wd to the Suviie
and though they permitted large numbers of young men to leave projnrtiun v the it
Parishes, it was rather for Military and Commercial purposes, th: ull “‘.l Bt B exnion )
for the formation of new Scttlements.  Indeed, according to tl bl‘q‘: lmhfv“r XIA',t“t;,‘

principles of concentration, a Territory two hundred miles in leng wi;'c“'u. and succes
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and twenty in breadth, embracing the St. Lawrence and the mout B he idlc and unst
of its tributaries, would for ages have e Hl;lil\(‘(]v the u‘l)ndv of t Mne”r‘ |n'xm:i‘»lus “I:
whole agricultural population.  These rc .\ni('lul views of settleme witaglbpCrating ‘“p\m ¢h
interfering with the objects of Colonisation, were among t‘hv causo ST v ;1;1(1 o
of the continual contentions between the Jesuits :Hl(! the Gove ”“'Mi@nmrim had esta
who found that no enterprise could succeed, .lllnlt‘i\' it ;u'('urdw.] “icometcly restrained
the [)(\(‘H“AT views of those Leclesiastics, ;m.:hltmw of col (11‘11.\111;'.}“‘4” ng L"H]«)\t'd the
increasing population around the spots which had been sclected CWHRUVJ "Tribes,

the scites of Churches and Convents.  The selfish principles of t
Society, however, did not prevent the display of much zeal, per
verance and fortitude in the conduct of their Missionaries among U,

: : . . - e 1 warfare. thd
Indian tribes ; of whose jc+lousies, caprice and mutual warfare, th
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veral tribes. On the contrary, they themselves retrograded in civil L 0 d to inspire tl
tion, assumed the dress and occupations of savages, “‘“d WO the Iroquois and ot
longer considered superior to the Pagan JONGLEURs. These rwl‘l‘-‘ﬁ‘ progress, lost, i
would not have taken place, if more generous sentiments :1‘11(1 a (.]u} §
acquaintance Wwith the means of civilising Savages h:}d '('xm'v(l int
celebrated Society : had this been the case, the Missionaries wou
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* The Jesuits, at the Conquest, possessed in _mortmain, about one mill
of Acres of Land; the other Clerical Communities, hnd' an aggregalte

: . o
equal extent; while the share of the Lay-Subjects ﬁ'u’s abon»t six milllians, mak
the total of Lands granted by the King of France, eight millions of Acres.
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experiment of mising a part o thegls

d of cmp ]u\m-' thewr whole

the
Hative

“l‘." ymmended
popalation with the

powcr Lo kecep them separate, except as Military \l'n s of the I'rench
Gavernment. The and gay disposition of the Irench
aation were particularly  favourable to this amaly
thipg lcss than the rooted prejudices of their luhm aud spiritual con-
dugtors, could have prevented the eventual absorption of” they whole
Indian population among the Colonists.  "The English Colonists were
2ss suited tor such an experiment 5 but they happily found the
s of conciliating a part of their Indian neighbours, by the prin-
s of Conmmerce : they always, at least « \.‘(-u\///u, proposc d an ex-
change of “l““ .l.m\ They never, like the and Jesuits,
asked possession ol lands or goods for the benefit of protection, or
forghc promise of tlmm' salvation ; but, whether really
ll‘i&lt~ er an adeqguate ('u;n')un‘mun for moveable
y, an exchange of world I» goods always
dﬂj itrodaced  the primary ideas which promote civilisation and
sy, Thus alone, in fact, necessary stimulus be fur-
pishied o the Savaze : the Lnglish ('ulunish only rewarded him in
proportion to the he Frenchmen and Jesuits,

: .
Indrns, mste:

')lull\ l\l“(h
amation ; and no-
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and  txed
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could the
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ull ta iht by experience, made him ll ic usual present, whether he
brouglit little or m\uh, was, - that the

y |
-lnl(l f.l(,‘ natural ('Hl.?i{ll'\ltll(‘('

mosbactive and successful ]'lt'mm ('.n.‘iul their Furs to the English
whie the idlc and u.l\muwml adhered to the Irench.  In this man-

nal,.ﬂlc }m.m les of the French, and the ministrations of the Jes-
uuyppu ating upon the native Indians,
of ]ellou\. .uul warfare. The lnmx 1 tribes, among which the Jesuit
Mlu,m‘.«..m had established their Clerical intluence, could not be
Cuﬂﬂctu\’ restrained frovi a contraband Trade with the English, wlho

ng Ln)mul the itercourse and alliance of” the IIU{/IUIL» or L'ive
mhabiting the Lake Ontario, the
an Bank of the St. l,.x\nuxu, and the Coasts of Lake Cham-

produced permanent causcs

[nibes, Coasts of

A Against those ditliculties, the Jesuit Missionaries long strug-
";l they baptised the young lx.\.:‘x.n, thus admitting them into tlu
“bo«of the

by expericnce, that.!
sever civilised the Sa,

Church of lmmv; they habituated them to the routine
of @@emonics, the meaning of which, and the lar guage of the ac-
companying pl‘:\\cr.. they did not understand ; while the pmnl nal
Hhjees which (! hey could ever attain, was to excite a certain spiritual
widepand to inspire those nominal converts with a bi gotted hatred
. M8 Iroquois and other Pagan Indians. These converts, in deed,

llﬁba progress, lost, in a great degree, the useful qualitics of lln-
ge, without acquiring tlu- virtues of the Christian ; relaxed their
pil courage and vigilance, and trusted to the Saints for defence
their enemies ; depended upon the French, in i any instances,
cction and provisions ; J.'m, as will hereafter appear, became
y burthen, instcad of proving o uscful barricr to the Colony.
course of time, some progress was English, in
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that the hatred inspired by the Jesuits, between their savage prosely
and all others ; and the practice adopted by the French Canadian G,
ernment, of treating all those Indian I'ribes as enemics, who cari
their commodities to Albany, or who received Protestant Missio
rics, kept the Province of Canada in a state of perpetual j(‘lll()ll\_\
contest, with the English, till the Conquest, in the year 1760.

From this view of the character and lasting effects of the desip

and operations of the Jesuits, we return to (h(‘ brief history of |

Colony which our limits permit. After the peace, Che nannn W
rc:lppmnt(‘(l Governor, by the Company ;
a number of respec table Colonists of the Romish Re ligion, reject
all Protestants as being likely to interfere with the religious tr
quillity of the Country, and the propagation of the Faith. Int
year 1635, REeNe' Rouwaurt, son of the Marguis de Gamache,

Jesuit, gave a donation of six thousand crowns towards the found

tion of a C u”(gv for the education of young men, and for the s
port of Missions for the conversion of the lndmns this project s
ceeded ; but the general joy of the Colony at the praspect of
establishment, was lnlvrrulmd by the death of Champlain, the fou
der of the French Empire in America. Respecting the character
this extraordinary man, it is necessary to say a few words.  He is
be ranked among those useful men, who (mly appear at intervals

history, calculated to seize every circumstance of human society |

the promotion of a favourite enterprise. At the commencement
his career, Champlain was a Protestant ; but no sooner did hep
ceive that this profession would diminish the necessary confidence
the men in power, after the death of Henry the Fourth, than he

tened to the persuasions of the Romish Missionaries, and becam
Convert :—his natural credulity
tained in his historical Memoirs, conciliated this change with |
worldly projects; and his apostacy, like that of his Master,
the Fourth, was not accompanied by the usual spirit of persecut
which distinguishes the vulgar mass of renegades.

the valour fnd precipitation of the soldier, rather than the foresig
of a statesman ; and his wanton interference in the quarrels betwe
the Iroquois and the other Indians, by offensive warfare ; while it pr
duced a useless display of the resources of his genius, laid the fo
dation on which the religious ambition of the Jesuits, built a last
lmslllnt\ between the Ir< nch and English Colonists, leading, by
tain, thnugl slow steps, to the destruction of the French mem
America. Itisindeed strange and almost unaccountable, at

day, that Champlain should not have foreseen, that his display of E

* Note.—In the year 1664, the Rev. John Ellvoit completed his trarslation of
Bible, into the Mowhawk language.
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ean arms, in offensive warfare, would immediately force the Iro-
pis to obtain European Allies on their side: he was not in the si-
tustion of the Spaniards in South America, who hnew well that their
native adversaries could receive no aid in arts or arms from European
rivals. Champlain was, however, undeceived by events ; and, before
hig death, he made many sacrifices to defend a continually harrassed
Colony, instead of carrying the war beyond its narrow bounds. For
defence, he was eventually obliged to depend chiefly upon the
infBrest of the Ecclesiastics ;gnd he became so zealous in the pro-
tion of the Faith, that, :"ording to Charlevoiz, he adopted the
mRkim that the salvalion of one soul was of mur€ importance than
tA€ conguest of an Empire. Among the most estimable traits of
C&mpluin's character, was his disinterestedness, which prevented his
n&ring for his descendants, that ample share of lands and worldly
‘odds, which would have been primary objects with common adven-
tifers. \When, afterwards, the moderate possessions of his posterity
were compared with his services, and with the acquisitions of the fa-
vourites of future Governors and Intendants, it became common,
among the British Officers, toremark when they recognised some mem-
ber@f his fumily : « that he had the g/()rll/ and the misfortune of being
dcﬂ.({ml.// om Samvrer pr CHAaMPLAIN, 1/11"/116/, the bravest, and the
ﬂo‘ disinterested IFrench Governor of Canada.”

p the death of Champlain, Monsieur Montmagny, became Go-
vernor ; and without any of the heroic qualities of his predecessor,
he Was not deficient in zeal and integrity : the machine of Colonisa-
ﬁo‘ﬁ' which Champlain had organised, his successor was calculated to
rcgdnto and keep in motion; but he depended more, for this pur-
po#&; upon the Company, than upon the resources of his own mind.
Heduly represented the wants of the Colony, and endeavoured to
mtlw connection between its progress, and the interest, present

uture, of the Association of One IHundred Partners before men-
; but he found them careless of every thing except the prose-
‘ of the Fur Trade, the nature of which, is necessarily unfavour-

8o persevering industry in Agriculture and in the other.arts of ci-
vilw life. As a sort of compromise, however, between the inter-
ested views of a mere Mercantile Company, which had cntir{'Py ne-
gleeted the obligations of Colonisation contained in its charter, the
Association could not réfiise to grant lands to persons duly qualified
to form permanent Settlements, not less necessary for defen against
*’Iroqurﬁs, than for the purposes of cultivating the soil, and con-
'ng the friendly Indians. The first important concession on this
iple, was the fertile and well situated Island of Montreal, to
sicur Maisonneuve, and thirty-four associates, on the 17th of
mber, 1640 ; and which, after its importance was ascertained in
e, both as a Mission and as a Commercial station, became the

tion of the King, on the 15th of February, 1644. This compromise

rty of the Religious Order of Sulpicians of Paris, by confirma--
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hetween the mterests of the Fur Traders, Colonisation - and propay

tion of the Faith, was quickly {ollowed by important - establi-liments
and changes in the (lmm\\n cconomy of the Country, during th
minority of Louts Tne FourTrextn of I'rance.  The new channels

of information opened to the Regency, ""1" wyed, i glaring colow
the mismanagement of the Company. an (l of its Servants 3 and the -
(nmp“lllnhl\ of a (')l]lp](t(‘ mmmm,l\ of Trade, v nlx the ]mrnm‘ ¢ of
Colonisation ; and gradually led to the est: th ment of Canada, as
1 Royal Government, in the year 1663. t.» this
nnpul'.mt measure, \mrtlxy of the age of Lewus /// Fowrteen'l, v
be bricfly 1 noticed. «When the cstal )!ml ment of a Settlemer t and
Mission, at Montreal, had been decided, the information which jusi
fied its likewise cvineed the demoralising  eflcets
other disadvantages of the monopoly of the I'ar Trade ;
the Hos };il‘xl cstablished in Montreal, by Mavaye pE
}nmuhu for t.u care of it< victims, it was a'so the means of ascer-
rrievances inflicted by the servants of the Company, not
unh upon the nrative Indians, but also upon Frenchmen
bour had been laid under contribution, for the
persons, whose superiors, three thousand miles distant, could not (-
The first step in favour of Colonisation, in

lll( st ("\ I()\\(\('
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whose -
selfish purposes o

{cetually controul them.
consequgnee of this information, was the relin (tmrlm ent of the mo-
nopoly of the Fur Trade, which, by an Arrct of His Most Christia
Maicesty, was confirmed.  The Company still remained Lord of the
but the Trade of the Country was laid open to all its Inhab
tants.  Mousieur de Montma; to thos
changes, was recalled by the Company, and was succeeded, in the
year 1647, by Monsicu) Daillebout. The new Governor endeavoured
to congect the interests of the Company with those of” Colonisation;
but all his projects appear to bave been neglected, owing to tha
want of capital and enterprise which has always formed a contras
hetveen Frenchmen and l nglishmen, in C olonial afiairs. Monsicur
Daillebout, failing in u«l\ cfiort to strengthen the Country by Co
Jonisation, next (m.uwmul, in.the year 1648, to form a perpetud
alliance with the New England Colonics, under the condition of res
lx'ui.ninj.: the Iroguers from making war against the Irench and the
Indian Allies; but thase Colonies, though willing to remain at peace,
could perecive no lcrc'iEJ'(1<"iI:, of interest in the proposal, which virtu-
ally required them to make encmies of the Iroquois, er Five Confi-
derated Tribes ; whose intercourse and trade bad been advantageous

Soil ;

y, who was favourable

to them.
In the year 1650, the C ompany resolved to separate its interes

from the ¢ expense and risk of Colonisation, sent out as Governor, on
Monsicur de Lauzon, who quickly perccived the
j,.vu]“’-.u-\ of the resources olslic Company, to defend the Countr
against the Iroquois, a nd preserve the respect of the Natives, and 1l
Trade.  The majority, however, of the Company, woul
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facilitics of

&
qut listen to his
oo of milicar
bll[ ¢ found
thino less than a great
Colony and

.
el

w‘)l
y couray
his st

rotect the ;
feantime, the usual st
v the miads of the Ma
Wl titles with which tl
anity of Frenchmen;
in their power, l)\ sCl
wdl remforcement ¢
‘!z invasion of the ll'u(]
b Dut, as the propagat
wore (“'('\'t n l\u'pilw
fluential pers
to the differen

art of
)Jx]lhl
ok place with this vig
ortiant ;ti)]mimmcnt of
e in all those estal
rst Convent of Nllll*~
ADAME DE LA PELT
nied h.', Father Le J
1 the Horer Digvu, w
ager the
G.39, distingyish
myregation, by Ma
emale children, at M
laisonneuve; and this
ns of Paris, founded
rincipal sources of th
he Clergy was chic ty
ho wou d form a coni
s policy prevailed
rance.  Meantime, t
on the C ompany as |
btained from the Kin
purchase lands,
ent, looking

patronage of
was

wh
forward
e rights of the Crow
nent, instead of that «
f their Institute, this
outroul in the clerical
s and, i the vear 1
poittinent of a Bish
rament or cloak to tl
ays, i fact, formed g

I \Vouice, aduitting
(-

=



lon - and proparga-

nt establi-himentz
inay,
l‘lil‘ BCeW

during ih

channdl

m glaring colours
vants ; and the 1-
th the purposes of
ent of Canada, as
s, however, to this
e Fowrteen'l,

a Yettlemert and
nation which jus
and

ellects

lising
i
| 1,11
and, Whle
BotiLLoy,

ns of ascer-

rade ;
ME DE
¢ nmeu
the

)
nehmoen.

('uz:u;v:m\'. not

whose la-

selfish purposcs o
stant, could not «f-
of Colonisation, in
gshment of the mo.
[1is Most Christia
ainedd Lord of tl
‘n to all its Inhabi.
vourable to thos
- succeeded, in the
cernor endeavoured
sc of Colonisation;
ted, to that
formed a contras
afiairs. Monsieur
hie Country by Co-
form a perpetud
1e condition of res
¢ I'rench and the
to remain at peace,
oposal, which virtu-
1is, or Five Confe-
been advantageous

cwing

cparate its interes!
1t as Governor, one
tickly perceived th
defend the Countn
he Natives, and t!
e Company, woul

INTRODUCTION. NNNXV I

-&s?

iy

4 .
pot listen
*11: 1 of milix;n'y\' courage and i'(‘pll:;lti()n,
but he f found his mstructions l(l'l'l”"

to his desponding Reports s and they re pl wced him by a
the \Imr, wis Al/‘\w'u.wu;
im[»r l(‘l](‘:lnht‘, and that no-
ghine less than a great disply of military force, would be uqunul to
rotect the ,u]un_. and the tiiendily Indians, for the purposes of Trade.
{cantime, the usual struggle between [m(lt' and poverty, took place
v the miads of the Majority of the Associates.  The wlc did rights
Wl ti‘]u with which they were invasted, had™a great (th(t upon the
anity of Frenchmen; .nnl the (UHI]) any made .umllnl cffort to re-
in their power, by sending out in 1658, the Baron d’ Avangour, with
all reinforcement of troops, which opportuncly arrived to repel
n invasion of the Iroquois.
But, as the propagation of the Tenets of the Church of Rome had
Yore u‘lw‘( in l\wpin" up an interest in favour of the Colony on the
fluential pf rsons at the Court of France, it will be proper
y allu I to the different establishments not already mentioned, which
)nl\ place with this view, from the death of Cl Hmi)l‘un, till the 1m-
tant appointment of a Bishop in Canada. The Jesuits had a great
ire in all those establishments; and, under their protection, the
rst Convent of Nuns was erecied at Quebee, in the year 1639, by
ADAME m-‘ l

Bt of

LA PeLrrig, who arrived with three [ 1\/1/1//0, accom-
Father Le Jeune, a Jesuit.  The hospital of Quebec, call-
I the Horer Digvu, was founded the preceding year, at Sillery, un-
or the patronage of Madame la Duchesse d’ Aiguillon.  The year
659, was distinguished by the foundation of the Sisters of the
mgregation, by MarcueriTe Bourceors, for the education of
emale children, at Montreal, under the patronage of Monsieur de
laisonneuve; and this Institution, with the Seminary of the hu//)ut—
ns of Paris, founded by the Abb¢ Quelus, in lf)h, formed the
rincipal sources of the limited education intended for the Colonists.
he Clergy was chietly proposed to consist of persons from France,
ho would form a confidential link of the Colonial connection ; and

\
nied Dy

rance.  Meantime, the Jesuits, not finding such encouragement
om the Company as they expected, in gratuitous Grants of Land,
btained from the King, in the first instance, a Patent, enabling them

purchase lands, which they, however, used to a very llllhl((] ex-

e rights of the Crown, and the establishment of a Royal Govern-
rnt. instead of that of a Conmimercial Company. From the nature
f their Institute, this Soc ety was g ultmll) acquiring a complete
outroul in the clerical affairs and instruction of the people of Cana-
; and, in the year 1670, not afraid to reccommend the
poirttment of a Bishop, expect ting, rather, that e would be an in-
rument or cloak to their ;mmmun, than a check upon it. They al-
ays, m fact, formed a clerical Aristo racy, similar to the Aristocracy
@I Veuice, adwitting only such a ruler of Lay-Clergy, as the Doge

v
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is policy prevailed during the whole period of the dominion of
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dictated to himy by a
In the year 1662, the plan of gratuitous Missions wy
andin the parts of the Colony which were cultivated |y

of Ventee, whose every action was secre (|\
leet Council.,
modificd ;

Frenchmen, it was |nn|m~ul to |)l()\l1|(‘ for a Parochial Clergy, 1y
tythes, as in France.  This provision was not, however, ¢ lh( enth
execated, till the circumstances of the Inhabitants were more cor

rectly ascertained under the Royal Government ; when the tythe wy
reduced i Canada  to one twenty-sixth part of the crop of Grai
raised for the food of man; this moderate provision was first estal
hshed by the Sovereign Council of Quebee, in the year 1667, an(
confirmed, after a |nnu<| of trial, by a Royal Order in the ycar 1674

IFrom this anticipation on the lIllI)Hll it subject of a Colomal ¢
tablishment and ot the Clergy, we return to the course
cvents which immediately preceded the abandonment of the territo.
rial rights ot the ( This Association, then reduced to 4;
Members, appears, by choosing the Baron d’Avangour, to have rather
provoked an interference on the part ol the King, than deprecated it
He was a man more calculated to cut than untie the gordian knot
of difficulties ; and he no sooner, by personal inspection, had ascer
tained the deplorable state of tllv C n]nn}, than he directed the Co.
lonists to appeal to the King, to en-
quire into the facts alledged ; and his report having confirmed then
His Majesty decided upon the immediate resumption of his rights
and erecting Canada into a Royal Government.

At this critical period, in their Journals, reported s
'\ll\\l(.ll event, which, not being confirmed by the history or tradi
tion of the English Colonies, and their Indian Allies, is considered as
a mere fabrication, like other pious frauds, to connea
the alarming pln nomena of nature
Country possessed by the Jesuits, emboldencd
them, as is mmum(l to insert the event in their secret Journals ; an
they securely calculated upon peculiar formations of hills and ra.
vines, nulu.mn«' the effects of an ¢ lllll(lll.llxt in the Country below

support

()lll[).ll]\.

\\'I]() sent out a ('()llllllihSl(lll(‘l'

the Jesuits,

calculated,
disorders of Government
The knowledge of the (

with

Quebec, as supporting their assertion of the event at the time speci- -

fied in those Journals.  This Legend we merely allude to, as having
imposed upon some enquirers into Canadian History, who, in the
midst of uninteresting events, appear to have seized upon this with
avidity, in order to enchain the momentary attention of their rea
ders :—it is stated to have taken place on ‘the 5th of Fe bruary, old
style, 1663, a day dedicated to the worship of the Holy lnn/u.
While this alleged e lrlhqual\v was troubling the l(rrm)ry and In
habitants of Canada, the ( Company were deliberating upon the Royul
Orders of Reference, by which Louits THE FourTeENTH
them to consider the expediency of abandoning to the Crown, ther
Charter ; the nbhgmmns of which, they were conscious that they ha
not fulfilled; and 1t is w orthy of rem: ark, that their real intcrest as
mere Fur Traders, essentially presciibed hostility to French Colon:-

directed
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tion, and to every measure which conld interfere with any other

opensity of the native Indian, except his love of war,  The mild
ecepts of the Christian Religion, which the Company had long ex-
cted to check this propensity, had, on the contrary, been so much

:’”..md in practice, by the fanatical zeal with which the Jesuits in-
ircd thir converts against all Pagan Indians; and the incursions of

:v Iroquois were 80 frequent, that the Fur Trade, on the side of (a-

da, was very much reduced;

untry, were turned chiefly against the human race, instead of the

Under such circumstances and prospects, the

and the means of destruction in that

ir hearing Animals.
ympany, on the 24th of February, 1663, abandoned their rights to
by a Royal Ldict.

Mesy, appointed Goxernor, Monsieur de Petrée,
King's Commissioner, ar-

e King, who accepted the same,
Monsienr de
p(htnll( .ll \ car, 4lll(| \Iml\lllu (uuu//l/\
ed in Quebec, this year, accompani
ops, one hundred f: unllus as Settle
plements of Agriculture.
Monsienr de Gaudais, having administered the Oath of Allegiance
the Inhabitants, and made some temporary regulations, the Gio-
rnor |mi)li\|wl his  Commission and put in exccution the Royal
ict for the establishment of a Sovereign Council, to consist of
yself, Petrée, Itobert, the Intendant, and
r other Counsellors, te be chosen by them. The powers confer-

d by four hundred regular
, with Cattle,

2

Horses, and

Monsieur de Monsicur

on this Sovereign Council, extended to the cognisance of all
uses civil and criminal ; to judge, in the last resort, according to
[saws and Ordinances of France, and the practice of the Parlia-

nt of Paris, reserving the general legislative power of the Crown
be applied according to circumstances.  This Council was farther
the expenditure of the
Courts at Three-Rivers
d Montreal :—indeed, the delegation of power was so extensive,
era in the Colonial

ested with the regulation of Commerce,
blic Monies, the establishment of Inferior

to form a Government of an absolute

onarch.

new

This change was partly owing to the Illl])( rious necessities of the
lony, and partly to the (nlwhn ned views of CoLBERT, the great
ancigl Minister of Louis the Fourteenth, who, in a period of ge-
ral peace, was animated by the example of Great Britain, to the
provement of the Navigation and Commerce of France,
| establishments. Canada, had
re than a century, as an Ecclesiastical Mission, henceforth
wed i a I('mpr)r;ll light also ; and began to improve in Population
1 Agriculture. To the benefit of a regulated Civil Government,
8 added increased military protection against the Iroquois. The
lony was also gradually slrvn"tlum(l by the arrival, at intervals,
Settlers from Normandy, Picardy, the Isle of France, and other
vinces, all Roman (u{/m/nc (hsnngunhul not less by simplicity

‘nmnmm than by attachment to ancient customs and peculiar
i

by Colo-

therefore, which languished for

was
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modes of Coltivation.  These Settlers, direeted by the Jesuit
other Beclesiastios, gave a stable character to the population of
though & mihitary spint was eventually added, by locating
dishanded Soldiers of the ( e
Oficers became the |v|‘lm‘1|n|l Scigneurs of the Colony, on cond
ler the Feudal Tenure, as o
exists, to the Soldiers and other Inhabitants, I this
gradually formed and concentrated, under the powerful protect
Louis the LFourteenth, an agricultural cnd wihitary  people,

gaished by Ifbits of implicit submission to their spiritual and

,
naaa
ARIGNAN .|£*\|n|1u\ neents ;o w!
of makine Concessions of Land une
manner, §

biet
Gily

poral L adoers.
To promote the views aseribed to Colbert, it was  decemaed ey

(

ent, in the vear 1661, to remodel and extend the \West B ¢
pany, :uhlu;g Canada to their possessions, subordinate to the O
of France, with pewers controled by His Majesty’s Governo
Intendants, in the difierent Colonies. The Ldict, establishing
new Company, is an important  historical Document, displaying
extensive views of the French Cabinet, both with respeet to Cale
and Political aggrandisement, forming, likewise, one ot the il
that chain of evidence, which convinees the nnprrjudivul reador,
the ambition of Lowis the Fourteenth, was not confined  to
but cmbraced cvery quarter of the Globe. It is not forcizn to
subicet to allude to those views ; because they will cnable us to trs
that ambitious course of policy in Canada, which, after exciting |
jw;xlun\y of the m'iglxlmming British  Colonies, finally Ted, under
circumstances, to the expulsion of French dominion from N
America.  This Edict, which conters civil and mlitary powers
the West India Company of Irance, similar to those afterwa
Britain to the East India Company of’ England

granted by Great . )
Foreign Stockhole

distinguished from the latter, by naturahising
But we shall translate a part of the General Ionactment, and bu
allude to the details.  After stating the motives, the Royal Will)
ceeds as follows :—*¢ e hereby establish a TFest Ludia Compavy
“ e ."(n)//m.u':/ of persons already intevested in the Continent of /A

« jca, and others of cur Subjects who may wish to become Stocki

«eps, for the purpose of carrying on the Comuicrce of that Coun
< from the River Amazon, to the Oronoco, likewtse the Islands in
« les, /7\(;\.\‘{5,\"('(/ by Frenchmen, Canada, L' Acadie, both Continent o
¢ Idands, from the North of Canada, to Virginia and Flori
Calsy the Coast (.’f. Africa, from ('4.'/'1( Verd, to the (':1/)(' of G
« Hope, so far as the said Company may be a ble to penetrate, wh

-

-~

« been occunied by Frenchmen, or in so far as the saud Company
establish itself by exterminating or conquering the Natives or Cul
y 5 by

« vists of such Evroreas Nations as are not our Allies.”

Among the details, we find the following remarkable particulars:
3

1. The Company is bound to carry out and establish a sulficient ne

the said Countries may now appertain {o us, as betng, or hav
‘ / ) 4 -
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r of Priests, and to build Churches and IHouses for their accom- ~A—
dation, and for the performance of their Holy Functions. 2. An A.D.
erest in the Company should not derogate from the privileges of
nobility of the Kingdom. 3. The Stock or Shares were made
nsferable, and the revenue or profits of them alone, could be at-
hed for Debts owing by the Tolders, even to the King himsely.
The Company was to enjoy a monopoly of the Territories and the
de of the Colonies thus conceded, for forty years: it was not only
njoy the exclusive Navigation, but TTis Majesty conferred a boun-

of thirty Livres on every ton of Goods exported to France ;
1 soch imported Colonial Merchandise as had paid the Cus-
3 and other duties on ('nlh'l:n;wi n, could be l‘(‘—!’\’)'lrt(‘xl I,)
Company, without any charge ¢f ¢ xport duty. 5. The Company
s not only endowed as Scigneur with all the #nconceded Tands,
invested with the right of extinguishing  the titles of Scieniories
nted or sold by previous Companics, on condition of reimbursing
()-
King assumed all claims of previous Companies established in
Colonies by himself or his predecessors; and the new Company
invested with all the Seigniorial rights and dues alrcady borne

Grantees and Purchasers for their costs and  improvements.

he Inhabitants, as Seigniorial Vassals, with power to commute or
i/y them, as well as to make new Grants or Sales. 7. The Com-
was to have a right to all Mines and Mincrals, the power of

ing and recruiting Soldiers within the Kingdom, manufuacturing A\
s and ammunition for the defence of their possessions, building

, and even declaring and carrying on war by Sea and Land
inst the native Indians or neighbouring foreign Colonies, in case
nsult. &, To add to the splendour of the Company, a Coat of
1s was also granted, as stated in the language of heraldry below
note ; * but it was ordered that when those Arms should be af-
to warlike instruments and cquipments, they should be sur-
nted by the Royal Arms of France. 9. The administration of
ce was to be according to the Laws and Ordinances of the
dom, and the custom of Paris, and no other custom was to be
duced into the Colonies. 10. To encourage emigration, as well
gratify the present Inhabitants, all Colonists and Converts pro-
ng the Romish Faith, were declared capable of enjoying the
e rights in France and in the Colonies, as if they had been born
resident within the Kingdom. 11. Lastly, in this munificent
t, His Majesty agrees to advance one tenth of the whole stock,
out interest, for four years, subject to a proportion of all losses
h might be incurred during that period, by the Company.

hf*n this new monopoly was reduced to practice in Canada, the
bitants made several complaints, which were listened to by the
pany ; and at length their grievances were decisively redressed by

e

4y, ’ v
Un Ecusson, en champ d' Azur, semé de fleurs de lys d'or sans nombre, deux
8¢s pour support, et une Couronne trefide,
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the compromising Royal Arrct of the Counal of State, dated the
of April, 1666, whic h granted to the Inhabitants of Canada the I,
in Lurs, subject to an allowance of one fourth of all Beaver Skins, o
one tenth of all Buffulo Skins, and the total reservation to the (o
pany of the Trade of Tadoussac, situated about seventy-five miles |y
low Qucbee, at the mouth of the Saguenay River. This benefi
arangement, calculated to diminish the  temptation to smuggli
which a close monopoly would have produced, could not prevent
and we are accordingly presented in the Records of the Colony, wi
the usual stratagems of Smugglers to evade every regulation for
preservation of rights and collection of dues, which appear only to
a reasonable compeunsation for those expenses of the Administrati
of lumu- to which the Company was subjected, and which Iis M
jesty’s Commissioner, Monsteur De Guadais, had estimated at For
Light Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty Livres, being the agg
gate of the Salaries of the ordinary Judges, exclusive of the otly
Civil ()”l((l‘- payable by the King.

In the year 1665, Monsicur De M 2y was succeeded as Govern
by Monsimr De Courcelles ; and Monsicur De Talon was appoint
Intendant, whose Commission besides the usual duties of Super
tending Financial and Land Aflairs, gave him jurisdiction in vari
criminal and civil matters under the Governor.

In the year 1666, the Governor General, the Marquis De Trac
who had first attended to his duties in the West India Islands, visite 8
Canada; where he ordered the bunhlmg of three forts as a part of ( i
military defence of the Colony against the Iroquois : the first fi
was constructed by Monsieur Sorel, at the mouth of the river So
or Chambly, and called by his name; the second by Monsieur | '
Chambly ; and the third by Monsieur De Sallieres, Colonel of (148
Carignan Regiment, all on the same River; the last fort was name;

I fierese ; where the Colonel established his Head Quarters.

This year, the Marquis De Tracy made an incursion into |
Country of the Iroquois, or Mohawks, usually called so by ¢
the £ llgh\h on account of their chiefly frequenting the banks of (48
Mohawk River :—the Indians saved tlunmlnsl)\ flight, with the ¢ %
ception of a few old men and women; whose .s]au;,htcr was celebn
ed, by singing T Deum in the Cathedral of Quebec, by order of i
Governor General.

Before this period, the successful incursions of the Iroquois h
suggested the expediency of concentrating the Settlements ; and
Royzl Edict, dated the 21st of March, 1663, directed that no more lar
should be cleared and inhabited, except in spots contiguous to ea§
other; this Edict, though not strictly obeyed, has given a deci
characteristic to the French Canadian Settlementspwhich no mode
observer can account for, except on the principle of military defenc'§
and this concentration, continued by various circumstances sir.ce |
Conquest, is one of the causes which have left the North Last
frontier of Lower Canada nearly a descrt, and exposed to the Ter
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{ State, dated the

Vol Canada the T
“all Beaver Skins,
ervation to the (g

‘ winl pretensions ol the Umted States ;. for of, voder the French and  ~a—
suehish Government, the Ecclesiastical and .\lllnt.«r)‘ Superiors of the A. D.
anadians had encouraged back Settlements, we should never have
seventy-five miles |y eard of the present pretensions of the new State of Maine upon
iver.  This bencefic nds within twelve miles of Quebee @ the fuct of long occupancy
itation to smuggli dould have been decisive, preventing not unl_y the possible loss of
could not prevent erritory, but also the eXpenses of negotiation or warfure to obtain and
eserve an adequate land communication between Lower Canada

d New Brunswick.

This year, the Governor General, notwithstanding the remonstrance 1667
" Mousicur Del'alon the Intendant, confirmed to the West India Com-

ny, within Canada, the same rights, privileges and authority which

Bad heen enjoyed by the Company of One Hundred Associates alrea-
mentioned 5 and being now more than seventy years of age, he re

s of the ('ulnn_\, Wi
ry regulation for
ich appear only to
if the Administrat
I, and which Iis N
ad estimated at For

‘es, being the agg
cclusive of the otl«allroced to France.
Monsiewr De Tulon, a man of science and extensive views, had
pt been long in Canada, before he perceived the natural interest of
e Company to be adverse to Colonisation ; and the whole scope of
measures in the Colony, dnd of his correspondence with the great
inister Colbert, tended to hasten that resumption of the rights of the
own, which his persevering remonstrances, combined with the
iplaints of the Colonists, at length obtained, at a great pecuniary
rifice on the part of the King, in the year 1674.
With these views, the Intendant endeavoured to direct the indus-
of the Inhabitants to other objects than the Fur Trade ; he drew
e attention of Colbert to the means of obtaining warlilde instruments
d naval stores within the Colony ; he pointed osut-the Iron Mines
St. Maurice ; the Pine Masts and Oak for Shipbuilding, on the bor-
rs of the St. Lawrence ; the capability of the soil to produce
emp ; and the worthy correspondent of a great Minister, appears to
ve bad the most correct and extensive views, as to the resources of
e Colony and the means of rendering them available, not only for
> interests of the Colonists, but for the Empire at large.
This year, Monsieur De Talon visited France ; and, by his energetic
EPresentations, obtained the transmission of instructions to the Gov-
por, and a variety of measures calculated to favor Colonisation, An
erval of peace with the Iroquois, favored the views of the Intendant,
d permitted the location of part of the disbanded officers and soldiers
he regiment Carignan, upon lands granted under the Seigniorial or
udal Tenure.  The statement of the population given to Colbert,
pwing a great excess of males, the King used meansto encourage the
aker sex to brave the dangers of a long voyage ; and several hun-
ds of young women were induced, by temporal and spiritual mo-
8, to go to Quebec ; where, under the patronage of the Govern-
t, they speedily obtained husbands; and, under the direction of
Priests, contributed much to improve the peace aud domestic
Dbnomy of the Country. This encouragement to legitimate popu- 1670.
on, was followed by a RoyalEdict, dated the 12th of April, 1670, by
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which his Majesty granted a pension of three hundred livres to paren
who had ten children, and of four hundred livres to those who hi
twelve, born in lawful wedlock, and alive and well at the period ¢
applying for the Royal Bounty. On each marriage of a male of twenty
with a female of sixteen years of age, and under, a gratuity of twenty.
five livres was ordered : and the Sovereign (‘ouncil was instructed |
lmpow penalties on all such Parents as Jmuld not Jmn their children
marriage before they attained the ages before mentioned.  These re.
gulations, tavored in their execution h\ a variety of circumstances, hg

a lasting effect upon the French lmpul ition of Canada ; and, at the |‘
riod uh.’n we write, though it contains a moderate pmpm‘linn of widows
and orphans, it exhibits fewer of the anomalics of old bachelors and ol¢
maids, than any other pnlmlatu n of k uropean origin.

About this time, the experimental religious communities alread
mentioned, established in Quebec, Thiee Kivers and Montreal, for tha
limited education of the people, which suited the ideas of the age ail
views of temporal and spiritual domination, were confirmed b
Royal Edicts ; and large tracts of land were granted in mortmain for
their support. Under such circumstances, a population was gradually :
moulded into a shape suited to the views ot the (m\('rnmcnt of the
Mother Country, by the effect of French Institutions, and fitted to plr
a conspicuous part, in advancing the Colonial ambition of Franc
which, soon after this period, explored the course of the great Rive
Mississippi, by the enterprise of the untortunate Monsieur Del.a Salle

At this point of our historical summary, it may be proper to :mtiw'
pate a few of the advantages which the increasing population of (.
nada offered to the ambitious views of Louis the 14th. The wonder
ful zeal and perseverance of the Jesuit Missionaries were more instru:
mental in obtaining allies to the French, than converts to the tenets
the Church of Rome ;*and, by their negotiations and intrigues, ther
frequently paralysed the hostxhtv of the Iroquois; while th(' able anf
active Administration of Talon, promoting Industry and Commerce, lei 8
to that concentration of power in Canada, upon which basis, the Mor- 3
arch founded his future encroachments on the English Colonies ; an('$
established, at last, a chain of military posts from Quebec, on the St. Lax
rence, to New Orleans, on the A\Iz'.\'.w.c.vi])pi. Among those advantages
none are more worthy of the attention of the reader of Canadian His
tory, thar the attachment to the glory of the Mother Country, whic
the established Seminaries, supcnntendcd by natives of France, for the
education of the higher classes, and the instruction chiefly religious o
the people, tended to produce. The result of the measures of the
Civil, Military and Ecclesiastical Superiors of the Colonists, combinedJ
in forming their character. From the earliest dawn of intellect, the.
ideas of the young Canadian were sy ﬂtmnmx(‘ally connected with the R
greatness of his King, and the glory of France. The Religious Rites$3 ssion to do so at the
and Ceremonies, the Government, the Laws, the names of Civil, Milits- 3 cment of his Succe
ry and Religious Institutions, Edifices, Streets and Public Roads : the: e a Fort of consider:

mE®ded purpose
Language, Literature and Amusements were calculated tore-producei L purpose of driving
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dred livres to parent 8 newCountry, all those characteristics of the old, which the climate
‘es to those who h. gl other circumstances would permit.
vell at the period ut, owing partly to the national ambition connected wn.h these
of a male of twenty acteristics, the French could not long preserve ( anada from the
1 gratuity of twenty. ots of the jealousy of the English Colonies, supported by the in-

cil was instructed t
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psing naval and military forces of Great Britain, which power, after
§ expulsion of James the Second, became the lasting rival of I'rance,
very part of the world.

hough Louts the Fourteenth, in the year 1671, was chiefly occu-
in negotiations and intrigues, preparatory to his war against the
i1, his Minister Colbert, nevertheless, appears to have paid atten-
to the Representations of Monsteur 1alon. on the means of en-

,1672, reduced the extent of concessions of land, one half, alleging,
reason for this act of power, that an investigation had proved that
original concessions were larger than the means of cultivation pos-
pd by the holders’; and that those concessions, being conveniently
ed on the banks of rivers, prevented His Majesty from adequately
puraging Emigrants from France, except by this retrenchment. This
may serve to readers of the present day, as a specimen of the ab-
e authority exercised by the King over the property of his Colo-
Subjects, acting to them much in the same manner as he did, un-
lemn treaties with foreign powers ; in his ratification of which,
s jocularly remarked, by a Dutch Merchant, that his name should
always been preceded by the salvo, ““ Sauf'erreurs et omissions.”
Whe gradual approaches to the dissolution of the rights of the Com-
, were marked by yearly accessions of power to the Intendant,who
this year authorised to frame Regulations of Police, for Canada and
cadie, (called by the English,Nova Scotia,) which had becn given
py Great Britain, to France. Monsieur Talon was empowered by
ame Ldict, to establish the ordinary Judges in the latter (‘nlnn)".
cun‘limc, the French had profited by the peace with the Troquors,
mbine in more strict alliance, the whole of the Indians on the
pdian side of the St. Lawrence, and its parent Lakes. Monsieur
usson, made a treaty with the North Western Tribes, at the
of St. .\L'xry; where a Cross, inscribed with the Arms of France,
§set up in token of the possession and protection of the whole
Jof’ Territory by His Majesty.

ve Iroquois, Mohawks or Five Nations, as they are indiscrimin-
called, had pretensions on both banks of the St. Law rence, and
both coasts of the Lakes: but the French now employed
means of intrigue, to drive them from the Canadian side :—
pf thoge means was negotiating tor leave to establish Posts for
cq Commercial purposes ; and Monsieur de Courcelles obtained
8son to do so at the mouth of Lake Ontario, which, under the
gement of his Successor in the Government, Count Frontenac
e a Fort of considerable strength, and eventually served the
ded purpose of driving the Five Nations to the l‘li|g|i>l1 side of
dakes and River.,

aging Colonisation in Canada ; for a Royal Edict, dated the 4th of

1671
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"% he custom of Daris

After the accession of Count Fronlenac, who was of a violent and B
arbitrary disposition, Monsieur Talon was prevailed on to remain, §
partly by the express command of the King, and partly by his eager |8
desire to extend the dominion of France, in the interior.  The grear
River Mississippi, which the Indians of the Falis of St. Mary ha( '3
vaguely described as running neither to the East nor to the North
was now the great object to be explored ; and after a pre lnmn.uv ex-
pedition, by Marquet, a Jesuit, and Joliet, a Geographer, who de- E
scended the Mississippi as far as to its confluence with the Arcan:a
River, the famous, though unfortunate f.a Salle, undertook to trace
it to the Gulph ot Mexico. This great enterprise, patronised by}
I'rontenac, involved great difficulties; La Salle could not, like llu ;
Jesuit and his disguised Geographer, pass through the Indian Tribes, |8
without exciting their jealousy ; for he took with him a considerable
force, in order to establish a chain of Posts on his route from the
Falls of St Mary, to the Mississippi. Those establishments occupied
him more-#han three years ; and, having descended the River in the
summer of 1682, so far as to ascertain its discharge into the Gulph §
of Mexico, he returned to Quebec in the following spring ; and was |
encouraged by the Governor and the Intendant, to go to France, |8
with the view of ascertaining his discovery, by sailing from the Gulph
of Mexico, and then establishing a Colony on the banks of the Mis-
sissippi.

But we have anticipated on the course of events, and must now |8
return to the year 1674 ; when the King of France, by an Edict dat- §
ed in December, resumed his rights to all the Territories wnced(dt
to the West India Company. This resumption, ascribed to the ]mnt;
representations of the Intendant and the Colonists, has a greater ap- §
pearance of equity, than most of the Royal Mandates of absolute |
Monarchs; the King assumes all the Debts of the Company and the
current value of the Stock, and takes upon him that expense of the
administration of justice, to which the Corporation was subjected.

A Royal Edict dated the 5th of June, 1675, confirmed the estab-
lishment of the Sovereign Council, which was ordered to be compos-
ed of the Governor, Frangois de Laval, lately appointed Bishop, |
by the Pope, or in his absence, the Grand Vicar, with seven other
Counsellors. In this Council, the Governor was first, the Bishop, or |
his Representative, before mentioned, second, and the Intendant, |
third in rank : it was also the duty of the Intendant, to take the
Votes, and pronounce the Decréts of the Sovereign Council, and he
had the general superintendence of the King's Courts.

Monsieur de Talon, having succeeded in destroying a Company
which he considered hostile to Colonisation, retired to France ; and
Monsieur de Chesnau was appointed in his place, with increased pow-
er. He was directed to superintend and support the Inferior Judges |3
and Officers ; to see that the Sovereign Council conformed in all

£

T

g

! Governor, he might

! half Savage Pedlare,

cases, Civil and Criminal, to the Ordinances of the Kingdom, and

s

; to

§ with the Council, to he

make them at his diser
Council.  'The Intendan
cial Department, respon

¥ gation of the Colonial R

bunal could punish mal
ment @ but, by an act of
: be
even imprisoned ; but hi
ty only.*

The Count de Fronte
and, after quarrelling w
(H.l((‘ls, his disputes wi
jesty in Financial matter
both.  During the Adm
arbitrary (lisposition exte
sectional Governments ;
dated the 7th of May,
French Subject or Colon
ral, or by Decree of the
justly considered by his
within the Kingdom, an(
of responsibility, than th
the interior of the Colon

In the year 1679, an ¢
Clergy, and to fix the rig
conditions imposed upon
providing suitable acco
burthensome ; and what
persuasion in Canada, is
at the discretion of the I
traordinary anomaly aros
patronage of Churches
Seigneurs, merely provid
Bishop for a Missionary,
tythe of the twenty-sixth

* Inthe year 1676, two res
however well intended, coulc
penalties, the sale of Brandy t
leaving the Settlements, Towr
forests. It was certainly gooc
ments for the purpose of trad
to colle
their inclination of reselling t
were, however, evaded : the |
Coureurs des Bois preferred ba
which yearly increased till the
shows the number of French !
only eight thousand four hund



s of a violent and

vd on to remai 5
irtly by his eager |8
erior.  The grea [

of St. Mary hal

or to the North 3%

a preliminary ex.
rapher, who de- |
vith the Arcan:a;
dertook to trace

e, patronised by £

uld not, like the
1 Indian Tribes,

n a considerable B

route from the
ihments occupied
the River in the

e into the Gulph ¥
spring ; and was §

o go to France, |
{ from the Gulph
inks of the Mis-

3, and must now

by an Edict dat- |5
tories conceded |8
ibed to the juint;
1as a greater ap- &

aites of absolute |
ympany and the
t expense of the
as subjected.
irmed the estab-
d to be compos-
rointed Bishop,
ith seven other
t, the Bishop, or
the Intendant, |
nt, to take the
Council, and he

Yo

ring a Company
o France; and
increased pow-
Inferior Judges
nformed in all

Kingdom, and

i 5

INTRODUCTION. XLy

make them at his discretion, in case of delay on the part of the
Council. 'The Intendant appears, in his Civil, as well as his Finan-
cial Department, responsible to the King only ; and from an investi-
gation of the Colonial Records, it would seem that no Colomal Thi-
bunal could punish malversation in any Officer of the Civil Depart-
ment : but, by an act of power, on the personal responsibility of the
Governor, he might be suspended from his functions, dismissed, or
cven imprisoned ; but his cause was always cognisable by His Majes-

 ty only.*

The Count de Frontenac was of a violent and arbitrary dis‘posilinn ;
and, after quarrelling with the Priests, and also with various Civil
Officers, his disputes with the Intendant, who represented His Ma-

jesty in Financial matters, brought on a crisis producing the recall of

both. During the A(lmumtmtmn of Monsieur de Frontenac, his own
arbitrary disposition extended to his Delegates, in the inferior and
sectional Governments ; and an Edict was issued by His M: ajesty,
dated the 7th of May, 1679, prohibiting the imprisonment of" any
French Subject or Colonist, except by order of the Governor Gene-
ral, or by Decree of the Sovereign Council : these authorities were
justly considered by his Majesty, as more amenable to his tribunals
within the Kingdom, and more influenced by the salutar) restriction
of responsibility, than the obscure Delegates of executive power in
the interior of the Colony.

In the year 1679, an attempt was made to establish the Parochial
Clergy, and to fix the right of patronage in' the Seigneurs; but the
conditions imposed upon them, of building Churches of stone, and
providing suitable accommodation for the Priest, were found too
burthensome ; and what is called the Parochial Clergy of Romish
persuasion in Canada, is merely a number of Missionaries, removable
at the discretion of the Bishop. Under these circumstances, an ex-
traordinary anomaly arose, and still exists: namely, that there is no
patronage of Churches in Canada; but that the Vassals of the
Seigneurs, merely provide a place of worship, and then apply to the
Bishop for a Missionary, on condition of paying to him the modified
tythe of the twenty-sixth part of Wheat and other Grain.

* Inthe year 1676, two restrictive regulations were made by the Kinw, which,
however well intended, could never be executed : the first forbade., under heavy
penalties, the sale of Brandy to the Indians ; the second, prohibited all persons from
leaving the Settlements, Towns or Posts, to trade or barter with the Indians in the
forests. It was certainly good policy to accustom the Indians to visit the Settle-
ments for the purpose of trading, rather than to suffer the Coureurs des Rois, or
halt Savage Pedlare, to collect the Furs in the Hunting Grounds, and follow
their inclination of reselling them to the English Colonists, Both Regulations
were, however, evaded : the Indians were treated with Brandy gratis; and the
Coureurs des Bois preferred banishment, to the abandonment of a contraband trade,
which yearly increased till the period of the Conquest. A Census taken this year,
shows the number of French Settlers and converted Indians in their vicinity, to be

% only eight thousand four hundred and fifteen souls.

he custom of Paris; to make Police Regulations, in concurrence ~~rm—
§ with the Council, to he executed by the Interior Judges, and even to
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About this time, began a series of enterprises and expeditions @ | 00 o profit
the part of the French Governors, which combined ¢he extension ay Colonists in Amerigan
security of the Fur Trade, with views of territorial dominion on th bie whale:of thie Colo
whole line of the St. L.awrence, the Lakes, the River Mississippi, an he British arms obtain
its tributaries ; the partial success of which, excited first the hostili Feani-tlils diaression)
of the English Colonies, and ('vcntu_nll.y led to war between the (. b hiieli siits the: finerow
vernments of France and Great Britain, ending; after a great varic| In the year 1682, (
of fortune, in the Conquest of Canada, by the latter power, in U8y, /i Bayre was appoin
year 1760. . 'ommercial mtercourse

Before more particularly alluding to the progress of these eventdvy ot India Islands, tl
we shall take the liberty of making a general remark upon the chl¥l; i crnor General of a
racter and genius of the French and English Governments respecllbie new world.
tively ; in so far as they influenced the final result of their long Notwithstanding the
valship in North America. land, to the King of

An impulse, favourable to the Colonisation of New France, vill}cir Commercial i"“‘l"
first given during the vigorous Administration of the great Cardindom the French to the
de Richelieu, which was no longer felt under the following female ReSlG vernor of New Yor
gency. The energetic reign of Louis the Fourteenth, again supplidiyoured this project, by
the necessary stimulus to improvement, which gradyally declined u@rainst the French, T
ter his death ; and, notwithstanding the military habits of a growin nd his successor, the
Colonial Population, and the national interests and glory involved g ues and warfare for it
the fate of Canada, it was destined to fall during the licentious reiglllers attempted to pene
of Louis the Fifleenth, when vice, irreligion, and female ascendanc@Bablishment of a Frenc
had debased the Court of France. WPosts were gradually e

On the other hand, while the English Colonists had been gradui§ara, ‘\],}l,,7,‘,,,,,,-,(-[',,“,
ly extending their Settlements, they also acquired strength from th@ The interference of
improvement of the Constitution of Great PBritain, after the expu#8687, had controuled
sion of Jamesithe Second, from the United Kingdom. At first, the@Nations against Canad
were frequently driven back towards the Atlantic Coast, by the inihe intrigues of the cel
cursions of the French and their Indian Allies ; but, in the reign i alliance with the Fr
King William the Third, they co-operated with his vigorous Admihe pacific intentions o
nistration, in an invasion of Canada, renewing the war in Americ@indian Chief, apparentl
whenever it existed between the rival Nations in Europe; and seen@ommander, to negotia
ing to acquire fresh spirit at each defeat, they at length, during ti@ian Allies, gratified hi
brilliant Administration of the elder Pitt, contributed largely, iack the French Settler
blood, treasure and talent, to the final expulsion of French dominicg@hich they did on the '
from North America. nhabitants, and destr

During thig/long contest, each party had advantages peculiar t#ess, and the conseque
itself. Canadjs comparatively weak in population, had the advant: olony m a state of di
of being under one head, whose sole will called forth and regigggours frm France, und
lated the energies of the Colonists combined with the regular troopgilointed with the inten
and aided by the terrific warfare of their Savage Allies. The Briggew York, but found
tish Colonies, divided by different commands. unable to controul dggances of Canada, to :
conciliate local interests, and deficient in that gddress which attachdie sent a party of Frer
the Savage race of mankind, suffered repeated’ and humiliating icceeded in surprising
feats. It was only after they had studied the French system, a "d_blfﬂnts of Skenectad
adopted its better parts ; when British Commanders of regular troop fic massacre so much
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ondescended to profit by the  painful (\puunu' uqunul by the
Colonists in - Awmerican warfare, and when also adve rsity  had driven
the whole of the Colonies to unite in making one great  ctiort, that
he Britislt arms obtained decisive success in Canada.

From-this digression, we return to that brief summary of events,
whicli suits the narrow limits of this Introduction.

In the year 1682, Count Frontenac was recalled ; and
le [a Barre was appointed Governor, with instructions to cuitivate a
'ommercial intercourse between Quebec and the Ports of the French
West India Islands, then presided over by the Count de Blenac, the
sovernor General of” all the pusa(‘ssl()ns of Louis the Fourteenth, in
he new world.

Notwithstanding the subserviency of Charles the Second, of En-
land, to the }\lll" of France, the British Colonists, obeying only
heir Commercial propensities, were gradually attracting the Indians,
rom the French to the English Trading Posts; and Dongan, the
sovernor of New York, regardless of thv orders of his Court, fa-
oured this project, by cherishing the hostility of the Five Nations,
gainst the French. This conduct induced Monsieur de la Barre,
nd his successor, the Marquis de Nonville, to employ both intri-
ues and warfare for its counteraction ; and, wherever English Tra-
ers attempted to penetrate, they were speedily checked, by the es-
blishment of a French Fort or Military Post. With this view,
osts were ;irzl(lmllly established at Cataraqui, now KiNcston, Nia-
ara, Michilimackinac, Detroit, &c.

The interference of James the Second, of England, in the year
687, had controuled this rivalship ; and the hostility of the Five
ations against Canada, would, for a time, have been checked, if
he intrigues of the celebrated Le Rat, a Chief of the Huron Tribe,
1 alliance with the French, had not destroyed their confidence in
he pacific intentions of the Governor of Canada. This ambitious
ndian Chief, apparcnt]y mortified by the prvtcrmon of the French
ommander, to negotiate without prcuom consultation with his In-
ian Allies, gratified his revenge by exciting the Five Nations to at-
ck the lranh Settlement . on the Island uf' Montreal, by surprise,
‘hich they did on the 26th of July, 1688, killing a thoumnd of the
nhabitants, and destroying Houses, Crops and Cattle. This suc-
ess, and the consequent defection of the French Indians, kept the
olony m a state of disquiet for some time, till the arrival of suc-
ours frém France, under the Sieur de Frontenac, who had been ap-
ointed with the intention of carrying the war into the Province of
ew York, but found himself reduced by the unexpected circum-
ances of Canada, to act on the defensive, till the year 1690 ; when
¢ sent a party of French and Indians against that Province, who
icceeded in surprising and massacring tlw greater part of the In-
Jabitants of Skenectaday, on the %th of February, 1690. This ter-
fic massacre so much alarmed the British Settlers at Albany, that
G
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~' they l""l‘m'" to leave the Country, dreading more extensive hoa
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mentg of Oreat et and Franee I'hey were, however, encon flected without consic

apred o remanm by the strong attachment manifested by the  Todi, Banscs.

Clyets of the Mohawke, or Five Nationg, and by the ""l"' of ren Irontenac donhitless

at the defence ol Qo

foreemends rom New Yok, Meantime, the Indiapgmnde PoOw
borly tnised in France

(ol diverston i fmvome of the Dotish Settlove, hyAneursions into (

nada, keepimg Fronlenac on the defensive Avithin the Freneh T Tedal was strnck on o

ory frenchmen, na nsunl,

3 " : f
At thie erisa, the necessity of aomutual underatanding and oyl JespEsan eneny, w
\

tion indueed the New Englind Colonies to send Conmissionera (@@imnmg i sillicient s

New York, who wet on the Tt of May, 1690, and concerted an ey
|u\\vl|ul\ aamst Canada. A NMisaon to London, |‘\|v|:|||m\;( 1

'w 'nlnl, and  secnrn
Honch domimion in Ay
AMten ()mlux had |

views, and solicitmg natal and bty co aperation i nttacking
wall leet from France

Quebee, was unsueecessful, owing to the exigencies of the war in I

rope ;oal d this defect of reinforcements, cansed the failure of the e nd kept cone aled in

‘| ’ ‘;
terprise, which the Colonists PErEeY e e d incunder every disconrago ' 0P and Provisions,
ment.  CThis attack s remarkable, ns vesemblng, 1 ifs ]'/m/. the lng
!ml successful  campaign of the vear 175% and will induce 4

b " \
Mpartial historian to give great eredit to the Biitish  Colonial en

ers, for thetr direction of the regular forees, to the proper points

ere 88t ||ll‘|||\' Nnecess
IUERT Iive Natio
ye (ruits of agricultom
As the Fur Trade,

anada to France, had
hich existed with litt!
scribe its interior 1

Ivasion,

Ihe attack, by land and inland  Navigation, from the  Southen
Prontier. first faled : and the fleet =ent “round fiivm Boston, with
small army, commanded by Soe 11 Wliam Phippa, having nnly read
od Quebee on the Sth of October, I‘m;:l/rmn had suflicient timet
yepare for defence. Nothing proves more the determination of tl
British Colonists to persevere, in the most desperate cirenmstnnee
in the policy of destroying I'rench dominion in America, than (g
conduet of Governor Phippse: his army was not composed of reg
lar troops, but of men excited to revenge sinjuries, inflicted by (i
French and their Indian Allies, upon their fedotives and fellow sub

jects on ghe frontiers : and this spirit impelled him to hisnrds Wl »
J On the 6 nfnl)lltmn, and the I

rade carvied on at the
Montreal ; where th
arket,  This loeal ‘T
contribution of one
uffuloe Skins, to the

rtain Patentecs, or /1
abuse common in I
¢ l“lll'ﬂ. but more P
crchants, blending te

astonished, though they did not intimidate Frontenac.
of October, l'ln&\l\,\ sent a Summons to surrender Quebee, which he
more the form of a Manifesto, than that which is usually cmploye : ) A1C
by regular Commanders, who are generally  brief in their Mandatd 4 of all persons willi
The “(‘u‘(‘\\}!t‘l" found Frontenac sn the Chateaw St.1ouis, surrounddg@’ " ”“‘h.' Holdcrs
by all whd could give dignity to the Representative of tlonuts all M‘"'“”K“' and 1
Fowricenth, of France.  With that vanity which distinguishes (#'° whole of the Beay
French Nation, he had  prepared to dazzle the Messenger, by a (@R Vere u'?""'f“l for th
play of Courtlike splendour, and he received him in the midst of ¢ ( ”I"””"l I'_"'"“'“')"
Council, and answered the Summons verbally in  the negative. TS of "I““'!‘"‘K ”""
British Commander then resolved _upon an attack, influenced, prob the exertions of tl
bly, by the spirit of his forces; but the French soon convinced i, See .

of the impossibility of success, and sufficiently cooled the courage nrl‘ }‘0:::];::;;::2;?:::4
his men, to induce them to acquiesce in the decision of a Council@ntained in a note to Smit
the year 1815, but not p

8 of Mmmlmly, con
tained a Royal Ldice
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rore extensive hoat
between the Goven nr, to return to Boaton.* This |mn|rnl retrent, hiow ever, wns nol
v, however. eneom flocted without considerable loss in Ships and Men, from actidental
MTUER B

Lyontenac doubtless deserves crodit for hia vigorous preparations

cated lifvﬂu- Tndig

hy the ope ol ren ’
winuemnde o PO at the defence of Quebec, agninst vndiae q»’mml forces, wns impro-
ipAncuraions into ( yerly tnised in France to an exnggerated  degree of splendoar, A

hin the Freneh Tu fedal was etrack on the ocension, and pmluql«,f chistributed o nnd

ronclimen, ns vaunl, Taid the fornmdation of futare isfortone hy

leratanding and cogl GRCEPIsIgE an enemy, who only retrented with the determination of re
aied ('nmm‘u‘\ sionere ARing In sillicient strengthy at o distant day, to seek indemmnity for
and concerted an ey he past, and security for the futare, by the utter annibilation of
|nl\. 1'\‘\|:ll||ll»u ”,_ JENIL 'I (|nm|m<m n r\'l\l riean,
weration in attackn After Quehee had - been freed from the presence of an enemy, a
cies of the war in 1, aal! flect from France, which fear of that of the Britishe Colonists,

Cthe failure of the e |
H‘l‘l’ every l‘l\'l ONrages

m lu'lvl concenled in the .‘\'J;(m nay River, made ifs appearance, with
roops and Provisions,  T'hese ‘;|||>|ulu'<, partic ularly the Provisions,

(oot oals ]'hw. the lndag*" essentinlly necessary, owing to the destructive incursions of the

and will induce
itish Colonial Len
o the proper |minl~w

oquois or Iive Nations, which had, in a great measure, destroyed
ye (ruits of agricultural industry. ‘

As the Far Trade, which always constituted the chief value of
anada to France, had abont this period, assumed that regulated form

1 from the  Southerd hich existed with little variation till the Conquest, we shall brie Hy

1fiom Boston, with ¢
e, having only reack

had suflicient time't
v determination of

eribe its interior routine, It consisted of two parts: Ist, The
rade carvied on at the great Annual Fairs in the Cities, parti nl,uly
Montreal ; where the Indinns themselves bronght their Furs to
arket.  This local Trade was open to all the  Colonists, subject to
contribution of one fourth of the DBeaver, and one tenth of the
uffaloe Sking, to the King, which right, Tlis Majesty farmed out to
rtain Patentecs, or Farmers General. These Farmers General, by

perate ciretmeatnnee
in America, than th
ot ('mnlmuul of reg

N ' . . ]0 C | ‘renc ‘ing e ' p—
furies, inflicted by ¥ abuge common in French Finances, contrived to purchase most of

lotives and fellow sub
I him to hazards whi
Sontenac.  On the (i
der Quebee, which he
i is usually cmploy
vief in their Mandat
e St Louts, surroundd
sentative of ol.ons
hich distinguishes 1
¢ Messenger, by ad
him in the midst of
“in the negative. T
tack, influenced, prob
ch soon convineed li
y cooled the courage
decision of a Council

¢ 'urs, but more particularly the Deaver and Buffaloe, from the
crchants, blending together into one transaction, the receipt of the
ntribution, and the |mr('|lnu(~ of the remainder ; and this worst spe-
8 of Mmmlml_y, continued till the year 1701 ; when the Merchants
tained a Royal Edict, for the establishment of a Company, to con-
t of all persons willing to become Associates, for Shares of Fift

vres cach.  Holders of Twenty Shares, were entitled to deliberate
all Mectings, and might be chosen Directors of the Company.
ie whole of the Beaver Trade, and the claims of the Crown up(:n
were granted for the consideration of an annual contribution to
¢ Colonial Treasury, of sixty thousand Livres. With the combined
ews of checking the contraband trade to New York, and encourag-
the exertions of the Inland Traders, a liberal minimum price in

* See a curious account of the proceedings of the British Provincial Sea and
nd Forces before Quebec, by the second in Command, Colonel P. John Wally,
tained in a note to Smith's History of Canada, val. 1, p. 93, printed at Quebec,
the year 1815, but not published till the year 1826, "
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moncy, was fixed by this Edict, for Beaver S|
three qualities, averaging two livres thirteen sous, or about two shil
lings and three pence sterling, per pound. 2d. The second part of
this Trade, extended to the distant Posts and Places, whence the In.
dians could not be expected to bring their Furs to the Montreal Fair
Licenses were granted to carry on this trade, as a royal bounty tg
old Officers, or to the poor ge ntry of the Colony, which they sold t
the inland Traders. The extent of trade allowed to cach License,
was Merchandise to the amount of One 7housand Crowns, to carry
which, and to convey the returns, the purchaser of the !
bound to employ two Canoes, with crews of six men in each. The
Seller of the License had also the right of furnishing Merchandise
suitable for this Trade, to the amount before mentioned, at an ad-
vance of 15 per Cent. upon the market price, making, with the an.
nual price of the Licence, namely, Six Hundred Crowns, a hand-
some income, in those times of comparative economy.
ful adventure, under such a License, generally
a profit of four hundred per cent. on the Merc
dred Crowns to each of the Canoe-men. But an essential part of
this regulated trade, should be more particularly alluded to : the
Canoe-men were not only entitled to provisions and clothing, but in-
terested in the result of the adventure, by having a leg
vide the surplus of the returns, after the

ns, distinguished ing

License was

A success.
gave to the Merchant
handise, and six hun-

reimbursed. Those privileges excited a spirit of enterprise

the inland Fur Trade as a means of regular employment to part of his
children. This employment had also peculiar attractions: and the
Canoe-man, though originally intending merely to obtain a little mo-
ney to be employed in clearing and stocking a Farm, fre
sipated his share of the returns, and undertook
this manner, the avails of the Fur Trade were
Colonisation, as the King expected ; but the
something towards the improvement of the
tical point of view, the effects of this Trade upon the Colonial popu-
lation were important, in breeding up a class of men familiarised
th the dangers and privations of a long inland navigation, and
tting them to co-operate with the Indian Allies of France, in har-
rassing the British Colonies. The brilliant accounts given by the
Canoe-men, of the scenes which they had visited, combined with the
military spirit diffused among the Settlers, by disbanded Soldiers,
rendered the Canadian Militia ambitious to accompany the regular
forces in desultory warfare ; and, for many years before the (
it was the common boast of a Canadian, that he had been employed
in an expedition against the English on the Belle Riviére or Ohio.
Having thus alluded to the Fur Trade, in its Commercial and Po-
litical effects, and connected the latter with those causes of alarm on

quently dis-
another voyage. In
not so subservient to
y must have contributed
Country; and, in a poli-

'nnqumt.

al right to di-§
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e part of the British Colonies, which combined them in an unalter- ~*m
ble determination to destroy French dominion in  America, we re- A.

urn to the course of events.

The vigorous Administration of Frontenac first accustomed the
‘olonists to co-operate with regular troops, in distant expeditions,
gainst the English and their Indiun Allies; and, though he was
-ounteracted by the intrigues of the Seigneurs, and of the Parochial
lergy, interested in keeping the population concentrated, he
ersevered, and exhibited to the English and the Five Indian Na-
wns, their Allies, a formidable force, always ready to take advan-
age ol their apathy, in order to take possession of every point cal-
-ulated to extend the dominion of France, cut off the British from
he Fur Trade, and hem them in between the highlands of Nova
WScota and the Allegany Mountains.

In the year 1693,* Frontenac began by chastising the Iroquois,
®nd, in the course of a few years, he weakened them by warfare,
and checked their incursions so much, by his judicious. location of
Military Posts, that, except as auxiliaries to a British Force, they ne-
er afterwards were capable of making an impression upon Canada.

In the year 1697, before the Treaty of Peace between Great Bri-
ain and Irance, concluded at Ryswick the 11th of September, or-
ers were received by Frontenac to prepare to co-operate with large
cinforcements from France, in the Conquest of New York; and he
nade extraordinary exertions for that purpose. The news of the
Ireaty, and the consequent orders to cease offensive hostilities
pgainst the Provincials and the Iroquois, displeased the Governor,
Sand rendered him entirely hostile to an unambitious course of policy,
Pwith respect to Indian trade and alliance, which was then contem-
lated by the aged Monarch of France. This change, as it would
have afforded a chance of the protraction of French dominion in
America, deserves particular notice. The granting of Licenses for
trading with the far distant Indians, was forbidden; and it was in-
ended in future, to imitate the English, in merely attracting them to
the public Fairs and Markets, in the settled parts of the Colony. It
was justly argued by the authors of this policy, that the Fur
Trade might be divided between the French and the English Colo-
nists, without the necessity of either party taking an active part in
the wars of the native Indians, who would be left to choose the best
SMarket for the produce of their chase. The old system, however,
dof identifying Indian trade with Indian alliance, was so deeply rooted

* This year, the Court, called Justice Royale, was established at Montreal. It
was a Court Civil and Criminal, administered by a Lieutenant General, a Lieuten-
ant Partigular, a King's Attorney, &c. See His Majesty's Edict, dated the 5th
of October, 1693. The rights of the Seigneurs extended to having establishments

, of Courts of Justice, Civil and Criminal, upon their Estates; but the expenses
attending this Jurisdiction prevented its general execution, long before the Con-
quest introduced the Criminal Law of England, and its attribution of the powers

§of life and death, to the Sovereign alone, and to his Delegates,

D

1693.

1697.
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neatral power for th

in Carada. that the Ordinance of Touis the Fourteenth, for the sn). : ,
m ol the English ped

pression of Licenses, remained a dead letter; and the trade contin
ed. as hetore, to he carried on under the patronage of Military me ¢ views of the Colon
who found their aceount, in presenting to the Enghsh, on every pong

of the frontier, imlwanm'ntu to the natural course of Indian Trad

Before hostilities ¢
ation of Justice, and

necessitating, on their side, a constant preparation for defence againg wder the patronage of

the predatory incursions of the Savages.  This state of affuirs, mal creased powers, on

my ihd‘ existence nf l"||‘n|~|| ||q|||||\i|\|| ill (‘:Nl;llhl n (‘(\l\lil”l:ll “l'i"l l‘l'lH']IIIH‘II lIINl l]ll r (l
of alarm and terror to the English Colonists, in the courae of time

combined them tor its destruction; which they n(h'mlm‘cl on ever

fifteen thousand ; an
litigation, as distur
acceasion, when war existed in Lurope, between the Governments (e h as the i'\“"”‘
Great Britain and France. ity a system of moy

While Monsicur de Frontenac, and the Jesuite were continuing
their intrigues among  the Indian Tribes, in order to detach them
from English intercourse, he died at Quebee, on the 28th of Noven.
ber, 1698, in the TS8th year of his age, and  was succeeded h_\ th
Chevalier de Callidves, who was successful in making peace with the

ts, was mtroduced, 1
interference with tl
stroying all certaint

iwhts,  The Cusron
ance, and the mode

wduced into Canada,
w for nearly a centur
of the Intendants, tl
expediency or state
» King, expressed tl
ly during war, super
terests, which could i
y, to His Majesty's
lonial industry, dur
th the view of haviny
ns during war.

In the yecar 1706, th
creasing  population,
ying the I'rench Wes
have been prematw

Five Nations, as a power independent of Great Britain.

This peace, however, did not last ; and the rising hopes of the
Josuits to convert the Five Nations to the rites of the Romid
Church, were soon prostrated ; and the English speedily recovered
that influence over them, which was so necessary for the preservatio
of their frontier Settlements against the restless ambition of th
Irench Officers, on the line of Military Posts,

The renewal of war between Great Britain and  France, in May,
1702, was no sooner known in Canada, than  Monsteur de Calliéreg
aware of the Jv:llnn-z_\' excited in the English Colonists, by his i
trigues with their Indian Allies, represented to the Court of France
the necessity of reinforcements ; and he made the best Iu'(-p:lr:ltimm-
his power for the defence of the Colony.  While employed in thoe
measures, he died on the 26th of May, 1703, and was succeeded by
the Maiquis de Vawdrenl.

Neutrality in Americs seemed at first the desire of the TFrench
Court : but this avowed attempt to preserve peace in  America, wa
accompanied with secret intrigues to weaken the influence of the
English over their Indian Allies, which, when discovered, led to the
most rancorous hostilities on both sides. The intolerance of th
French King, in his old age, and his cruel persecution of his Protes
tant Subjects in France, likewise tended, at this peculiar crisis, t
favour the solicitations of the English Colonists for a powerful c
operation with them, in the reduction of Canada. A circumstanc
which showed the religious feelings of England towards France, pre
ceded the approaching display of force in America. The Bishop ¢
Quebec, returning from a visit to France, in the year 1704, was take
by the English on board of the La Seine, a French Frigate ; and b
was kept prisoner in England, with the hope of obtaining in ex
change for his freedom, the release of many French Protestants, th
contined by their King as Galley Slaves. The negotiation, throug

se of the navigatior

e climate ;—disadvan
England after the (
\'lr'y and vntrrprisc 0
In the year 1708, th
rease the tythe fron
ain, the latter being
scly deemed too bu
ght have oceasion to
The hostile designs «
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urteenth, for the s @neutral power for thiy purpose, was unsuccess(inl : and th indignn-
' 3 . = .

wnd the trade contin, fon of the English people at this result, was extrem ly favourable to
nage of Nilitary wen B views of ”““ Colonics of New England. ,
nghsh, on every pong Before hostilities commenced,® some improvements in the adminis-
wse of Indian T'rad, ftion of Justice, and in the Commerce ol Canada, were attempted,
ion for defence againg fvder the patronage of Monsion, Itaudot, appointed Intendant, with

state of affuirs, mal. Wereased powers, on the Ist of .l;nnmr_v. 1705, The number of
renchmen and their descendants, now in the Colony, had incrensed
b fitteen thousand ; and he found them influenced by such a spirit
litigation, as disturbed the mduastry of Canada, in peace nearly
much as the incursions of (he Iroquois did in war., To allay this
ity a system of more stmmary  and arhitrary proceedings in law-
ts, was mtroduced, whicl), along with its benefirs, brought the evil
terference with the due course of law by an Executive Officer,
pstroying all certamty and  satisfaction in the enjoyment of Civil
ights.  Tue Custom o Pawnis, the Laws and Ordinances of
ance, and the mode of procedure in the Parliaiment of Paris, in-
duced into Canada, had given the semblance of g Gtovernment of
w for nunly a century ; but, in practice, under the in('rvming pow-
of the Intendants, they were virtually set agide, whenever a plea
v\pvdlmu'y or stute necessity could he invented ; and the will of
» King, expressed through the medium of the [ntendant, particu

ly during war, superseded every law, for the protection of private
aterests, which could interfore with contributions of labour or nn-
and  France, in May @8y, to His  Majesty's scrvice.  “T'he accumulation of the fruits of
Monsienr de Callidr0lonial industry, during peace, was therefore chiefly encouraged,
Colonists, by his indth the view of having a fund on which to levy arbitrary contribu-
the Court of Franc@@@s during war, ‘ . . ‘

he best preparations g 1 ”f" year 1706, the (.m’vrﬂmnmv)t directed the attention of the
e employed in thoe reasing l‘u)pulu:u:n. to th.(‘ Fisheries, and to other means of Slp-
mnd was succeeded b ying the Irench West India Islands ; but these undertakings appear
‘BB have been premature, afdd farther obstructed by the periodical

la a continual objey
n the courae of tim
y attempted on ever
n the Governments f

uite were continuing
irder to detach the
n the 28th of Novemd
as succeeded h_\' thes
naking peace with the
" Britain.

e rising hopes of the
s rites of the Romish
sh 'I»i‘t'(lil)' recovered
ry for the preservatio
stless ambition of the

desire of the Frenc
cace in - America, wa
the influence of th
discovered, led to the
‘he intolerance of th
secution of his Protesflicrease the tythe ﬁ“um one rwc-my-sixyh, to one thirteenth part of
this peculiar crisis, Fin, the latter being the nlluwu'n('v in France, which the King
scly deemed too burthensome for a ('u]rm)’, whose resources he
ght have oceasion to appropriate for warlike purposes.
The hostile designs of the English Colonies being ascertained, the
pvernor of Canada resolved to anticipate them, by carrying the
rinto their frontier Settlements, after negotiating for the neutrali-
of the Iroquois or Five Nations, who were flattered with the de-
nation of g power equally independent of the English or the
‘nch.  These measures and intrigues were, however, counteracted

' chimate ;htliuu(lvunmgm which, even under the I'ree Government
England after the Conquest, long repressed the Commercial in-
stry and enterprise of (‘anada.

ists for a powerful c
ada. A circumstanc
| towards France, pre
erica. The Bishop ¢
e year 1704, was tak
rench Frigate ; and b
e of obtaining in ex
ench Protestants, th
e negotiation, throug!

se of the navigation of the St. Lawrence, owing to the rigour of

In the year 1708, the Romish Clergy were foiled in an attempt to
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by the English Colonists: and the Marquis de Vaud renil Zavi @irur Therville, a nat
merely incensed them, by the destruction of the Village of Hav{@Merchant, had acquire
hill. and the masacre of some of its Inhabitants, was reduced to 8 Furs was consideral
main on the defensive. For, in the ycar 1709, he was informed tl;
extensive prepau‘ntinns were intended, by the Government of E
gland, for the reduction of Canada, by attacking Quebec from Sa}
through the St. Lawrence, and by land, on the New England fro
tier. . Such was the zeal of the New Englanders, that they had
cided on their march, by Lake Champlain, to the attack of Mont§
al, when their progress, this year, was interrupted by the intelligend
that the naval and military forces intended to co-operate in Canag
had been required for the assistance of Portugal.

This gave time to the Marquis de Vaudreuil, to prepare for d
fence; and, as another year was spent by England in reducing Ac
dia, now Nova Scotia, supplies of men and money from France, wa
superadded.* ench descent, was th

In the year 1711, instead of sufficiently combining operations, @ [u the year 1717, be
the side of Lake Champlain, against Montreal, with an attack §lwed up':)y farther roy
Quebec, by Sea, the principal force was imprudently directed agaiiillose ()ﬂichs, and all tl
Quebec, subjecting the fate of the expedition to the chances of an @rintendance of the K
tricate, and almost unknown navigation. The naval and militaill long called for by th
forces, which left Boston in the beginning of July, were perfectly adilies, who had ('ru;'ucm
quate ; and proper means had been employed to recommend the intdilud and oppress the
est of the invaders to the Canadians ;1 but the Fleet was so much dilce the Conquest, wl
maged by tempestuous weather, and accidents arising from igrdench Criminal Law, a
rance of the Coast, that the expedition was abandoned ; and the riiliet of the Executive.
toration of peace between Great Britain and France, by the defi@l'he year 1718, is chi
tive Treaty of Utrecht, in 1718, left the French in possession of (§lts of Canada, of the
nada, and of extensive means of annoyance to the peace and cofilvals, Ginseng has for
merce of the New England Colonies. : but, being only con

Meantime, a new stimulus to the extension and - concatenation{@ not afforded that co
French Settlements in North America, arose from the establishmefilke its collection and |
of a French Colony on the Mississippi, which, under the patronign the year 1720, imp
of the Government of France, and, by the successive efforts of Md{ntreal, were commenc
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* These delays, so favourable to the protraction of French dominion, were
companied by a formidable domestic affliction: in the year 1710, a contagious
ver raged in Quebec, which cut off a large proportion of the Garrison and its }
habitants :—it was called the Purple Fever ; and may be conjectured to have b
introduced by the Troops from France, landed at Quebec, after a long voy
calculated to produce a contagious fever.

A long Manifesto, translated into French, was issued by Admiral Walker
GenerakHill, asserting the pretensions of Great Britain to the whole of Ne
Amerlica, in virtue of original discovery ; describing the possession of Canada,
France, as an usurpation : it contained ‘a variety of complaints against the Can i respect to populatior
Government, and, among others, its barbarous practice of rewarding its Ind al and political circimsu
Allies for killing Her Majesty’s Subjects, by giving forty Livres for every bl Ve looked for in ndvar:u
scalp delivered to the Canadian War Department. The usual promises of s/ 8l . 4 Commercial Instituti
vader to the invaded, were liberally made, similar, in many respects, to the term MR ance wil oventually re
the capitulation, in the year 1760. ms of the American Con

In the year 1720, the nu
nd ; that of Montreal, t
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s the Militja of Canada, as amounting to four thousand four hun-

o ) ench descent, was then about twenty-five thousand souly.
ymbining operations, @ [u the ycar 1717, began the mlpumd regulation of Notaries, fol-
eal, with an attack @wed up by farther royal declarations, in 1724 and 1733 ; b len l
idently directed agaidillose Officers, and ali their proccedings, were placed Ulldtrytll(' ~“
1o the chances of an d@rintendance of the King's Attorne yh(}pneral Those re uldti’o‘;nu‘
“he naval and milit long called for by the wmplamta of the Colonists mam:; the \:.'.
uly, were pcrfculy adlikics, ulm had f'ru,uunl) been employed by (lcswnlng men to de-
o recommend the intdllud and oppress the peasantry, have been rendered less efficient
: Fleet was 80 _muc?_\ iSce the Conquest, which substituted the English, instead of the
ents arising from igifllench Criminal Law, and restricted the power ut interference on the
bandoned ; and the riiliet of the Executive. ’
France, by the defdll’he year 1718, is chiefly remarkable, by the discovery, in the fo-
ch in possession of (Ss of Canada, of the plant Ginsengy by the Jesuit Lu/i;au. At in-
to the peace and cofvals, Ginseng has formed a vuluaﬁle article of cxporlt from ‘Cana-
; but, being only consumed by the Chinese, their distant market
not afforded that constant encouragement. which is requisite to
e its collection and preparation profitable to the Colonists.
n the year 1720, improvements of the fortifications of Quebec and
ntreal, were commenced, under the superintendance of Monsieur
pard Chaussegros de Léry ; and to defray the expense of those
ks, as well as of Barracks for the Troops, an Assessment or di-
Tax, was imposed upon the Inhabitants of those Cities, and
inued during the French dominion.* ’
In the year 1722, a definitive regulation of the distribution and
ts of Parishes, took place: the draft prepared in Canada, by the
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In the year 1720, the number of Inhabitants of Quebec, was reckoned seven
pd; that of Montreal, three thousand : —the superiority of Montreal to Que-
with respect to population, in the present century, arises from a combination of
land political circumstances, worthy of the attention of our readers: they
D be looked for in advantages of soil, climate and situation, which under the
and Commercial Institutions of Great Britain, gradually superseding those of
France, will eventually render Montreal one of the greatest Commercial Em-
ms of the American Continent.
H

yveur Therville, a native of Canada, and Mgnsieur Crozat, a rich
ferchant, had acquired some celebrity, in the year 1714. I‘ts trade
|>]’m'= was considerably extended by a new C()xnpany, established
his year, under the name of the West India Company ; the average
mount of whose exports, in Furs, exceeded one hundred thousal?d

During l‘h(' peace, lhe. Governor of Canada, the Marquis de Vau-
reutl, made great exertions to increase the population and strength-
In the Colony, by soliciting encouragement to Emigration fr,o:n
r;mc‘c: h.c :nsln recommended, that one hundred ;u?(l fifty ’(»t' the
rench. Criminals, condemned to the slavery of the Gallies

mually selected and transported to Cun);,ulu. In his (c:):lllnoxll:]l:li('l:i
os with the French Ministry, on those matters, the Marquis reck-

ed and eighty, giving reason to infer that the whole population of
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Lot vear 1723, the Commerce of the Colony was found to hav
maae considorable progress, during ten years of foreign and mtevnl
trancun ity Nincteen vessels cleared from Quebee, Toaded witly
Feltvicse Lumler, Staves, Tar, Tobacco, Flour, Pease, Pork, &§c; six

hips, and two Ships of War, were also built this year: it
the Lidict establishing the dower or entranc

of Canada, at five thousand 1.

Moerchant S
is also remarkable, by

moutev of Nuns, into the Convents
vres redneed afterwards, by the Edict of 1732, to the existing rt
of thrce thousand Livres, or about one llllllllll(] and twelve pounds
sterling,*

The long and successful  Administration of the ,\/nw/n/'x de Vau

drewily ended by ns death, on the 10th of October, 1725 know.
ledge of his character, and  contidence in his good intentions, com
hined with his general success in his undertakings, had made the Co.
lonists extiemely attached to his Administration 3 and  they not only
exhibited the greatest sorrow for his death, as a public loss, but they
extended their confidence to his descendants,

The death of the Marquis de Vaudrewil, was followed
parture of the able Intendant,
l‘i”'“\\l l‘\ .‘l"’,‘/(i/l l:’fl I‘/'“‘}/.

In the vyear 1726, the Marquis de Deavharnois,
Louwis the I
his Administration contributed much to incrcase the military powe
within the Colony, and to excite the jealousy and alarm of the Brg
hsh Colonies of New York and New England.  The Colonial |m|u
o l rance was, at this time, more partic uly wrly directed to the increa

Territory, and to the monopoly of the Fur Trade, making h(.
mutually subscrvient to the most ambitious designs against the Ln
as with a belt, between th

i_lwh whom it was proposed to encirele,
dvpri\in" them of tl

Allegany \l«'nntuin\ and the Atlantic Coast,
)\.l\fg.xlmn of the Lakes, and bridling their advancing
by building forts along the heights t lands, and at the heads of 1
vers. This ambitious course was m(-h facilitated, by the intrigue
of the Jesuits the Indian Tribes, confederated under t
name of the Pive Nations.  The curious reader may here be
red to the Maps published about the year 1754 ; where he will b

among
refe

astonished to find that the French line of encroachment from Gay

* In order to complete this dower, a subscription for a voluntary contribut
sometimes takes place, which is well calculated to excite the young men to enqu
into the character of the fair Novice, and to induce some one to solicit her to
turn to the road af nature, and to prefer matrimony, as more patriotic than religi
celibacy, in a Colony, where the divine recommendation to increase and multiply,
facilitated in execution, by the extent of unoccupied lands: the History of Lo

Canada, might comprise many pleasing anecdotes on the impediments to taks
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to the Miss: \/'/“"prll'llh(l(‘tl about one third of the Terrvitory,

now occenpied Wy more than  three millions of the Citizens of the

nptn‘. and, in e

ke 4.'/ O lcans, then 4

L United States of North America. Every advance mto the Interior,
»wae found to have 3 wlich the inereasing }wiml.nirm and commercial enterprise of the
foreign m dinternal Beitish Colonies made, was mct by the crection of new forts, and by
chee, loaded  witly
ease, Pork, §c; six
o built this year: 1t
dower or entrance ¢
t five thousand 1.
to the existing rat
and twelve pounds

the dlwpl.l\' of milil:lr_v force, on the part of the (C"anadian Govern-
ment. This year, Buructt, Governor of New York, in consequence
of the urgent representations of the British Fur ‘T'raders, who stated
that the Canadians prevented  the Indians from bringing the produce
of their chace to the best market, erceted a tradine house, protected
by a fort, at the mouth of the River Oswego, which falls into
Lake Ontario.  Beauharnois, jealous of this measure, immediate ly
hegan to rebuild and strengthen Fort Niagara ; and, finding the En-
he “"”‘(/’”‘"' de Vau ghsh Governor resolved to support the new cestablishment at Oswe-
er, 1795 a know
od intentions, com.
«, had made the Co

and they not only
public loss, but the

go, he made urgent representations to the Court of France, on the

subject of taking military  possession of such a line, as alone could

this trade.  His (I(‘u,mlilnw were accompanied  with a Map of the
debateable ground, carricd to France, by Engincers capable of ex-
plaining the advantages of particalar scites for forts and military
posts, on the In'ulm.v,q'(l line.  "T'hose representations were .\'H('('l‘y&\“l'l;
and, besides minor establishments, an important and well situated
fort was, in the year 1731, erected on Lake Champlain, near the
Hudson and Connecticut Rivers.  The spot chosen for this fort,

followed l)}' the 4|(‘<:‘
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was afterwards called ('rown Point, and has become famous, in mili-
tary history, from the sun;'uin.lr_y contests which its possession excited.,

In the year 1733, the Nuns of the General Hospital of Quebec,
were restricted by the King, from visiting persons of the Laity, how-
ever nearly related to them ; and they were strictly confined within
the walls of their conventual house and garden.

During the long peace between Great Britain and France, many
other regulations were made, affecting the domestic economy of the
Colony, which our limits prevent us from mentioning ; but the Royal
Edict of the year 1743, checking effectually the propensity of the
Jesuits, and other Ecclesiastics, to acquire lands, should not be pass-
ed over.  All the previous precautions and formalities of obtaining
written permissions from Governors and Intendants, had been frus-
trated by the intrigues of the Jesuits; and it was deemed necessary
to apply the remedy of an absolute prohibition of all acquisitions in
wortmain, as the only means of preventing the Clergy from mono-
polising the superiority or possession of the greater proportion of the
ultivated lands in the Colony.

In the year 1744, an important change was made in the Law of
anada ; by which only such of the laws of France as should be en-
egistered in the Books of the Superior Council, by His Majesty's
pecial direction, should have force in the Colony. Owing to this
ircumstance, the French Cope MARcHAND or Law of Commerce,
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and many regulations connected with the rade of France, inats fon any tract of land, e:
vancement. during the reign of Louis the Fitteenth, were not fowind in 58 ing less than sixty
Eanada at the Conquoest. This deficiency of® Coninier ial Law by From this digression

riever been repairc d; though the (i()\'('rn.nu’:.t of Great lfnt;.nn was Sl oo r lT‘l'.").' the war bet
repeatedly solicited to do so, more particulaily by the Subjects o 3,6 splendid success of

British and French descent, who joined in pe “l“”"i".‘% for a l)"’_‘”*' as, by order of the K
cial House of Assembly, in the year 17R4. Il.l 11‘1’5 same _\‘\:lr ]‘, 14, B the Cathedral of Qui
the Bishop of Qucbec, ,'\I()/:.\/<1u"1)r I’m;f‘ Driand, l)_}' order ul‘ Ilv:l :!,.\.(1 l|}c ('.u]n?nsls Eor
French King, supprt ssed many of the Ilul.;\l:x.\ s, us being prejudicil B the l',n.;:l.nln in Ante
to the Sobriety and Industry of the (‘nl(.\nrl\. ‘ . ‘th a British lvm\'ul -

In the \'c:n'. 1745, instead of iutroducing the law of ‘)lll\?]it;_{('l\‘lfi'..'f‘, Foops of the New Eng
which is the most dircct meansof preventing an cmll'rss MlH(llvi\lw\‘n o § In the years 1746 ar
Jands, and its consequence of keeping the (nlmxlfts ("111:.lil(‘d and v»ntul causes —
thickly settled, endeavourcd vainly to counteract this old custom of ing material happence

subdivision, particularly affecting the p(*:u:m‘n_\', by a very :n‘!).nr;m:
measure, which could not long be executed, Iis Majesty (lm“("hd
that, except within the precincts of l'h.c towng, no buildings ]s!).om.fl be ‘
erected but on tracts or farms containing one acre 511\(1 a h':.:i in frant,
by forty acres in depth, under a pcl_mlty of !ntty.lnr(‘xs. 1_l|¢ partial
enforcement of this imprudent law, instead of having the desired ¢ ﬂvq
of stimulating the Colonists to make new clearances, induced severu|
kindred families to live in the same house, exposed to many d‘l'ﬁ?gl‘t'(?-
ments and family quarrels ; from which the most restless 'm.mvnd'ix.;m
escaped, by becoming day-labourers, canoe-men :11.1(1 suldmg. ln‘
unforeseen result of the new law, howc\:cr destructive to tl.u_' interesi
of Agriculture and Colonisation, was winked at by tl.\c nnpm.ly ()\\:
vernors and Fur Traders, as producing that proportion of vice ard§
misery, which, in fully pmplul countries, !L-n(’.crs labour ('!xmp. No
Colony indeed has ever evinced such a mismanagement of ‘ll#“ m‘u".rf
gies of a growing popu!mim_\ as Canada ; niu.l Ithc %“t‘(‘(i of t “b.;‘(‘“i}
mismanagement are still visible, undcr‘thg _n'msh (Jove.rnn.lcnf, \\fu(l.\,,
by its own Acts of Parliament, has fort'mcd.thc prv_;u‘dwoa 04 x'ue
French Canadians in favor of concentration, !l\.\t-vud nf‘ encouraging}
them to spread out, mnalgamultd with the Subjects (')f Brm;h ldef.
cent, into new Settlements. A '(hifcrcns course of policy wou d have
made it an object of ambition, in the l‘!'e.m'h ( .zu.mdm\ns., to mix, i
the clearance of the forest, with enterprising Br.m.sh Emigrants ; and
Lower Canada, at the present day, would exhibit thc_ n_atuta] ap-
pearance which suits a Country nearly as large as Russia in Europe;
and, instead of nearly half a million of souls being located on fiv
millions of acres, we should see them spread out upon four times tha
number. This consequence of the preposterous policy of the
British as well as of the French Government 1s evinced by the con
trast between Lower Canada and Upper C.anud.a, and even betw‘ee
the neglected Settlements of the Townships, nlhﬂbxscd by the S'pl
jects of British descent and the rest of Lower Canada ; where, with
out the arbitrary Edict of 1744, there are on the average no building

etween the British anc
onsequence of a clause
h the year 1748.

The plan of the Fre
sh within their actual
ho had succeeded M
d transmitted to Frar
res which might be d
engthening the Color
nt, Ten Thousand
hesne, to mark out an
nded to restrict the
prevent their approac
pior their tributary ¢
te and licentious Mor
preserving the Fren
his own resources, he
ed line, and to sink, ¢
pyal Arms of ['rance,
play of military powe
aders with the idea, t
ance to the vast terril
g in their minds unpre
duce that formidable
lians of the Five Nat
asures of the British (
prth America.

But Galisonniére was
narcation on the limit
yed the intrigues of I
seducing many of the
va Scotia, and resort

His first success in




of Xilxn'('(" i oats ad
not found

Law Loy

h, were
mmercial
Great Dritain wag
ll) the Subjects
for a lln\m
liis same year 1714
id, by
us l)un." pnjm‘.m.:l

ninge
te)

order of :\n.

w of prlnwgvmt.'r.
ndless subdivision of
onists confined and
this old custom o
by a very arbitrary
is Majesty directdd
i buildings should be
e and a half in frant,
livres. The partil
ing the desired cfica
ices, induced severdl

ed to many disagree
t restless individuals
'l.!l‘i
ctive to the interesl
by the rmlnmy Go-
)portmn of vice avd
s labour cheap. Mo

and soldiers.

igement of the ener
e effects of this

)J(LM of British dv

of policy would have
anadians, to mix, i
itish Emigrants ; a nd
ibit the natural ap}
as Russia in Europe;

eing located on fiv

: upon four times tha
‘erous policy of th

evinced by the con
1, and even betwee

nhabited by the Su

.,anaua

arly
\(mvwnmcnt which,
pl(‘judl((’s of the
tead of encouraging

where, with
» average no building

INTRODUCTION .6
n any tract of land, except in the precincts of townsand villages, con-
aining less than sixty French acres. o
I'rom this digression, we return to the course of events:—in the
rear 1745, the war between Great Britain and rance, had produced
lie splendid success of the latter power at Fontenoy, which victory
15, by order of the King, solemnised in Canada by s‘nufing Te l)(‘/u‘I;
by the Cathedral of Quebec. This excitement of w urikc spirit n'(:j
ared the Colonists for the movement required to check th‘r )r(:”]wu'
{ the English in America, who this year, conquered Cape [H":‘tmx"
ith a British naval and military force, ('mnl)inu.l with thc} Pr i ‘1al
poops of the New England Colonies. e
In the years 1746 mnl 1747, the French were prevented by acei-
(‘nt.ll causcs from making any impression upon Nova Scotia, and no-
ing material happened till the negotiation tor a line of demaication
Between the British and French territories in America took pl wl‘ i|l
pnsequence of a clause of the Treaty of peace of Aix-L 1-("1\- ‘*H -l
p the year 1748. pi
The plan of the French, already alluded to, was to keep the Eng
sh within their actual Settlements. 7he Count De ({(I/I/I's\‘m’n {7--
ho had succeeded Monsieur e Beawharnoits in the (i()\.'(‘>|'111'11“-r“1’
nd (rm}wsn;ittc.d Ito France an able statement of the national 'ui\(u:x’
res which might be derived fr anad: 1 o .
i tnct(lj):,h:l‘“,”id.f.“‘”"'L,‘,““d‘l‘.“rw“g t-hc (‘xpcd_u»‘m:_\' ol
gthening ny, by sending out at the expense of Govern-
I'en Thousand Settlers, with the celebrated Engineer 2u
hiesne, to mark out and settle the proposed line of dvnm?(‘zniun i‘-
nded to restrict the English within the Allegany Mountains ‘"ul-l
prevent their approach to the Lakes, the St. Lawrence, the \l\"t 'i-(
pi or their tributary streams. "y
te and licentious Monarch ;

: llh.s zeal was praised by his effeni-
but his recommendations, so necessary
prcservmg the French power in America, \\'cr:)t“l)\’()-:r’li')t:(I“NI\"t-rIM"t
his own resources, he employed Monsieur Bienville ﬁ) run ;h(* ‘d .
ed line, and to sink, at proper distances e
pyal Arms of Irance. This proceeding was accompanied with a
play of military power, calculated to impress the Indians and Fur
aders with the idea, that an exclusive right would be cn‘xﬂ)‘rccd b

ance to the vast territory which the Engineer had surveyed, cxult
g in their minds unprou‘d( nted jealousy .m(l alarm, and tending to
duce that formidable union between the British Colonists ‘m(l;’th :
ians of the Five Nations, which at length co-operated with thL
asures of the British Government, in driving French dominion fi :
prth America. o

, leaden plates, bearing the

But Galisonniére was not satisfied with morcl_y assuming a line of
narcation on the limits already mentioned : he at the same time e (
yed ll.lC intrigues of Le Loutre and other I’ricsrs, who succcct‘tld-
cdugng many of the French. inhabitants to quit L’Acadie n‘uw
va Scolia, and resort to a military Post established bcvo‘n(l it’s lim-

His first success in this intrigue was so agrecable to the Court of

~A
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~ l l.lll((‘ that his project of establishing a new Colony,

A.D.

1749,
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to be comipy In the year 1750, ('

fore me ntioned, supe

cadians and Canadians, reccived the Royal sanction with ay
p"upl‘mlion of Light Hundred Thousand Livres per annum. ]
busily engaged in this plan, which he was certainly the best fitte
execute, he was superseded in his Government by Monsieur De
quieres, who showed such reluctance to proceed. that he was only g1,
ulated to action by fresh instructions from the King, in the .\'0:11: 154
discussions between the Chevalier De 1.a Corney |
military commander, and Father Le Loutre, the scite of A fort y
chosen, between the Bay of Fundy and La Baye Verte ;"and,
sulmdl ary measure, a post was established near the nmuth of Ilu |
t. John; where a detachmentof troops was stationed under the
nmnd of Monsieur De Botsheberd, counselled by Father St. Gern,
a Jesuit of great influence among the Acadians and Indians.

Those posts, established under the pretext of merely supports
the French Commissioner in his line of demarcation, excited the i
lousy of Cornwallis, the Governor of Nova Scotia, who well knew | (|
the Indians would flock to that spot, where l(ll\pl 1y of military {o
ghould be made, and had already seen the alacrity of the Acadians
quit their allegiance : he resolved therefore to make every opposit
in his limited power; and he very soon convinced the French that |
scope of their plan of encroachment was perfectly known to him, g
that he was ready even to take the high responsibility of offens
hostilities to counteract it. A French vessel, with supplies for
post at the mouth of the St. John river, was captured by his orde
and a fort was erected opposite to that of the French, neur the B Jay
Fundy ; where Major Lawrence, on the one side of the river Beaula.
and the Chevalier De La Corne on the other, continued long
strengthen their respective Posts, without mutual hostilities.

This year is remarkable for one of those Jobs which disgn
ed the Colonial Government, during the decline of French
minion in Canada. After a series of preliminary enquiries, an assoa
tion, consisting of the Governor, the Intendant and other officers oft
Colony, despatched an expedition, at the expense of theCrown, witht
avowed purpose of exploring aroute to the Pacific Ocean, through
Lakes, the Mississippi and the Missouri rivers, as well as by a la
route, beyond Lake Superior. This Royal Expedition, which, cond
ed with zeal, loyalty and perseverance, might have anticipated the
coveries of Sir Alexander McKenzie, a British Fur Trader, ended o
in obtaining the real objects of its Colonial Projectors, namely r
returns of Furs; of which the Governor's share was worth abo
Twelve Thousand Pounds Sterling. As the Intendant, and oth
interested, had a due share in the returns, the failure of the expe
tion in its public purposes, was accounted for, in despatches to !
French Court, by asserting that msuperahle difficulties existed in t!
prosecution ; and “the Queen's Post,” established by Monsieur
la Verandrie, was the ne plus ultra of the French progress towardst
Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Ocean. i
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Colony, to be compodily, the year 1750, Chaussegros De Léry, the son of the Engineer
yal sanction with an S e mentioned, superintended the erection of the fort at Beausé-
res per annum. WISl . roumd which, Father Leloutre collected the infatuated Acadians,
rtainly the best fitted @ ,m he subjected to every labour and privation which religious fa-
nt by Monsieur De ) @¢icismialone can endure.
d. that he was oply sig@T))is year, the pretensions of the French, as to the line of de-
King, in the y¢ar 174 cation, towards the Ohio, and other tributaries of the Mississippi,
alier De L.a Gorney @, enforced ; and three individuals, who had licenses from the Go-
the scite of A fort vl ors of the English Cdlonies, to trade with the Indians on the
[3aye Verte ;"and, o, were seized with their Merchandise, and brought prisoners to
ar the mouth of the 1@ treal @ they were, however, liberated as a matter of expediency ;
tationed under the coi r they had been strictly examined respecting the Commercial and
by Father St. Gern critorial views of the Colonial Authorities of New England and
1 and Indians. w York.
:xt of merely support @ \fcantime, though the boundary Commissioners had met with all
rcation, excited the j@. appearances of amicable negotiation, the Governor of Canada,
otia, who well knew il esceing war as the inevitable result of the pretensions of Great
- display of military {oflitain angl France in America, took early precautions. He renewed
erity of the Acadianiiil intrigues with the Iroquois or Five Nations, which, supported as
» make every opposiidilley were by Picquet, one of the Priests of St. Sulpice, would have
wced the French that @l cceded, it they had not been counteracted by the wonderful in-
cctly known to him, S ¢nce acquired over that Confederation, by Sir William Johnson ;
sponsibility of offensiily,e warlike undertakings and adventures, among the Indians, are
1, with supplies fort subjects for history and romance. The French, however, were
captured by his ordeiilffored by these Indians, to erect the fort La Presentation, near
French, near the Bay@leir borders, and thus, to add another proof of their perfect know-
e of the river Beauliafilioe, arising from long study, of the proper points from which the
rer, continued long ::L;Iish Colonies, afid their Indian Allies, could be assailed, on the
tual hostilities. He of Canada.
se Jobs which disgrd8 The approach of destruction to French dominion in America was,
decline of French i bwever, signalised, not less by measures calculated to alarm and
ry enquiries, an associite the English Colonies, than by corruption in the French Officers
t and other officers of 8l |, weakened the energies of Canada. The inadequate salaries
1se of theCrown, with @6 Civil and Military Officers ofthis Colony, had long tempted them
cific Ocean, through 8 combine in peculation and commercial adventures. These prac-
rs, as well as by a luh. were, however, aggravated, when the licentious state of the
edition, which, conduill, vt of France, produced the appointment of analogous characters
have anticipated the (88 the Government of the Colony. This year, Monsieur Bigot, the
\ Fur Trader, ended oiltendant of Canada, exhibited much of the license and prodigality
Projectors, namely '@ the Court of France, and resorted to the most profligate means
share was worth abilly the support of his expenses ; the greater part of which were in-
» Intendant, and othdilbrred to support the extravagance of a Mistress, whom he had se-
he failure of the expeiilhiced, or rather purchased, by protection and presents, from her
, in despatches to Shhand. In this affair, indeed, the conduct of Louis the Fifteenth,
ifficulties existed in tidilla exactly followed : the Lady was endowed with a rich establish-
lished by Monsieur Ment; and her complaisant husband was first made Town-Major of
ich progress towards )

A.D.
1750.
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and afterwards, by the continued interest and urgent sol;
L

In this manner, corrupt monopolies had interfered  with the int
est ot the ( nmpm\. established for the general benelit in the prog
cution of the Fur Trade; and an ..l.nnnn;_: division between  the
terests of the rulers and the ruled, had been already accomplishy
before offensive  operations against Canada took place, in the v
17558,

But we return to the course of events, by stating that i the mid;
of his plans of avarice and ambition, Monstew de Jonquicres 1liul
Quebee, on the 17th of May, 1752,4 regreited by no class of
community, whom he had alw: 1ys endeavoured to render subservic
to the interests of himself and a few sharers, in the |)nl)lu spoil.
the Administration of” the Colony
Longuewl,

the arvival of a new Governor,

volved upon Charles Le Moine, Baron de
Montreal.

The reiterated complaints of the Clergy, and other influential pex

sons in the Colony, which no intrigues could stifle, had induced M8

steur de la Jonquicre, a few months before his death, to tender Lis re
signation, having amassed a large fortune, which he desired to enjo
in France; and His Majesty, having decided on his recall, appointe
!//r Marguis du Quesne de Menneville Governor of Canada, Louisia
St. Johns, and their Dependencies.  He arrived

Cape Breton,
1d showed, by his active prepard

Qucbece in the month of August;
ations for hostilities, that he foresaw an approaching crisis, which hy
dirposition and character were calculated to hasten.

Besides organising, and periodically Araining the \lllltld. for inf
ternal defence, the new Governor se n{ dvtadnmnts 0
Militia and Indians, to the Ohio; where he ordered the immediat
construction of fort Du Quesne. and other posts, with the view d
kecping the English within the Apalachian or Allegany Mountaing

The English, on their part, still professing to act on the defensive§

built a fort, in the vicinity of Du Quesne, which they quaintly called
NecessiTy, destined to have a garrison of *“Colonial Troops from Vi
ginia, co nmanded by the afterwards celebrated GEORGE WAsHING
ToN, then holding the Commission of Lieutenant Colonel. During
Colonel W ath"tnn s march towards fort Necessity, he met a re
connoitring party from fort Du Quesne, under Monsieur de Junion
ville, “lm. in a haughty manner, having warned the English again

proceeding farther, caused a general burat of indignation throughou

* This title, to the great annoyance of the true Chevalier de la Corne, was, br
some wags, similarly designated; a
was familiarly called *¢ Le nouveaw Chevalier de la Corne. '

t This year, two cargoes of Canadian Wheat were shipped from Quebec to
Marseilles, and gave satisfaction in that extensive market. A seventy-four Gut
Ship was also built for the Government; but, owing to some mismanagemeu,
she broke her back in launching, near Cape Diamond.
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mediately took aim at Jtunonville,
This accilent
Monsienr de

Colonial Troops; «ome of whom, disregarding all controul, im-
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oftensive hostilities ; and he

rest and urgent soli
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mandant,
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While this new chieck was contributing to alarm and rouse

glish, uniting them as one man, against the French,
the Intendant, and other Canadian Oflicers, was  calculated to des-

trov the resources of the Government, and to alienate the affections of

the defence off Canada, to a de-
stll animated

Military Comm wmders, and to the influénce of the l;lmul) and other

the King, for

pe ndence upon that love of glory,

wing that m the mids the ])l-uph' reducing
de ./um//m res died
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The Intendant, had combined in his interested views,
the degencrated Company of Canada, whose establishment we have
The details of his conduct, in connection with

wards proved before the Tribunals of France,

rusting ; but we may be permitted to glance
at them, for the information of our readers. This connection 1s pro-
pe rly characterised as an extensive conspirgey to defraud the French
Government, in the expenditure of public monices, for every depart-
huent ; and it contributed much to hasten a state of war, as best cal-
ulated Lo favour and conceal its nefarious purposes.  The principal
eature of the plan was, that the French Government and the Colo-
piists should be obliged to purchase the principal part of the neces-
ary supplies from the creatures of the Intendant, and from the Com-
For the Intendant, while he purposely ordered

by degrees,

alrcady mentioned.
this Association, as
are too tedious and

| other influential perd
fle, had induced M8
lcath, to tender his re
ch he desired to enjog
n his recall, .lppm nted
of Canada, Louisian;
wcies.  He arrived g
, by his active prepan
ching crisis, which hg
sten.,

pany. stance,

g the Militia, for infrom France inadequate supplies for the troops, directed the Compa-
:hments of Regular@y to imporr thg deficiency, which he afterwards, on the plea of ne-

essity of state, | puuhdsul from that Association, at an enormous
udvance.  On tlie otKer nand, under the same pretext of state neces-

«dered the mmediate
sts, with the view df
Allegany Mountaing
y act on the defensive§
h they quaintly called
mial Troops from Vi
1 GEORGE WASHING
int Colonel.  During
ecessity, he met a re
r Monsieur de Jumnion
ad the English agains
wdignation throughou

he Colony, and afterwards resold it to the Colonists, more particu-
arly to the Inhabitants of Quebec, Montreal and Three-Rivers, at a
rofit of four hundred per cent. By means of his underlings, he al-
o contrived to embezzle great part of His Majesty’s Merchandise,
ntended as presents to the Indians; and, at s Stores, popularly de-
ignated LEs FRIPONNES, or the FRAUDULENT, all persons purchased
what was intended by the munificent Monarch, to be distributed
v his Troops, and to his Indian Allies.

To cloak and support this conspiracy, various intrigues were car-
ied on at the profligate Court or France; and Bigot himself, hav-
g first placed his cre catures in the management of the Colonial De-
partments, visited France in order to sccure co-opcration, by bribery
nd ('nrrupliun, which circumstances enabled him to :w(‘oml)h'm in
uch an ingenious manner, that nothing but the necessary investiga=
ions wlndl always follow an unsuccessful war, could have causcd
IS ruin,

alier de la Corne, was, br
the Intendant's Mistres
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We have particularly alladed to this canspiracy, because the Fa
glish writers on the Conquest of Canada, have been more solicitous
to ascribe it entirely to the force and valour of the Invadersy than to
state any causes of internal weakness and disanion.

After the reduction of Fort Necessity, the British Government pig
pared for open war with France, which the state of Europe, and the
ambition of Freperick oF Prussia soon rendered general. Franee
de \}I;l:(']ll‘(l a strong Fleet, with 'l‘l'(i(!ll\' and warlike Stores, to Que
bee; and England sent out a Fleet n pursuit, which nu!} suceeeded
in capturing two Frigates, with the Engineers and Troops on bouid,
on the banks of Newfoundland. :

Meantime, the only offensive operations, by land, which the exi- t
gencies of Europe would permit, on the part of England, wo#e an
¢xpedition of British Regulars, and Colonial Militia, under General

Braddock, in the year 1755; the object of which appears to hawv
been confined to giving a decisive check to the encroachments of the |
Canadian Government on the Ohio. i
This year, the Marquis du Quesne having resigned, was succeeded,
in July, by the Marquis de Vaudrewil de (um-qu/ the last Govern-
orof C .m.u!.l, under the French dominion:; and the first great event,
during his Administration, was the defeat of General Braddock, on
the 9th of" July, in one of the defiles of the Apalachian, or Allegany
Mountains, owing, in a great measure, to his disregard of all the
precautions against surprise and consequent confusion, which are re-
quisite in the woods, defiles, and morasses ot North America.  In
this conflict, Braddock was mortally wounded ; and much credit is
givén to Colonel Washington, for bringing off the remains of the
British army, which afterwards joined about six thousand Provincial
Troops, under the command of Governor Shirle y and General John-
son. The latter, with the view of att .ulnng Crown Point, joined Ge-
ueral Lyman, ncar Lake Geerge ; where, strongly posted, he was, 4
on the 8th of Scptember, attacked by three llmm.uul Men, Regu-
lars, Marines atid Militia, commanded by Baron Deiskau ; when,
after a warm contest of four hours, the Irench were forced to re-
treat to Crown Point, with the loss of g thousand men.  Baron Deis-
kau, severcly wounded, was also taken prisoner on this occasion ; and
thg success obtained restored the spirit of the British arny, while
tlu' conduct of the Provincials, ace luirul the respect and confidence
of the Regular lnmlm with whom they had been brigaded.  Much
credit was also given to General Johnson ; whom His Britannic Ma-

jesty rewarded with the dignity of Baronet, artd a present of five
thousand pounds sterling.

This success was however not followed up, owing chiefly to the
inefticiency of a diversion in favour of Johnson's enterprise ag: st
C .o\\n Point, intended by Governor Shirley, who mercly umhmu!

the Garrison of Oswego ; “and he closed the f)' retiiing to
Albany, in October, 1755.
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In the year, 1756, while e \I..r7-/'\ ,;"( ]'.,,,,/,»‘..
in negotiating with the llhhr}h. amd while

! was occupied
$reot, the Intendant, and
h‘( reatures, were destroying tlu interng nl resources of the Colony,
he nefarious prac tices alrcady mentioned, a I irge body of 'l'mnps
d from Irance, under the " Major General the
nrquis de MoxTcaLm, whose bravery was destined to throw a lustie
full Awerica. Iis first
success was against Fort Oswego ; the garrison of which was reduced

command of

on the decline and of I'rench dominion in
to capitulate, in the month of August; and the milit: Iy propensities
of the Colonists, were gratified ln the tnuml»h.mt display of English
prisoners, regimental colours, and other warlike trophics, umui\ul to
Montreal.
tion ; for the active mind of Montcalm planned an expedition, which,
though it failed in the primary (»l;jvct of (]('\tm',inh ort George, suc-
ceeded in destroying the out-works, the adjoining store houses, and
about thirty batteaus and sloops, prepared for lllL‘ intended attack on
(‘rown Point.

The preparations of De Montcalm, for the (‘:mxp'\:"n of 1757, re-
quiring much labour, on the part of the Colonists, in the conve yance
of Troops and Stores, were signalised by the most flagrant abuses,
on the part of the Inte n(l‘mt and the Commissariat De ‘partment,
with which latter he connived, in oppressing the Inhabitants, and in
defratding the Governinent, which was charged, by the Contractors,
at the rate of five Livres per quintal, for the conveyance of Stores
from Montrcal to Lake Champlain, while the Intendant contrived to
have the labour done by the Colonists aud Troops, bribinf the Mili-
tary Officers, to prevent an immediate exposure of his nefarious con-

The following winter was not entirely passed in dissipa-

Colony, in
to lessen those demands on the ln.hun of France, whieh
might othcrwise have alarmed the Colonial l)vp.nhncnt, and excited
an inquiry into the enormous expenditure of Canada.

Amidst this waste and plunder of the resources of the nation and
of the Colony, Montcalm was entirely occupied with the plans of

| warfare; and he signalised the campaign, by the capture of Fort

(reorge, which was followed by a lamentable inability or neglect, on
his part, to protect the English prisoners, in their march to Fort Ld-
ward ; during which they were surprised, and ncarly all murdered by
his Indian Allies. This deplorable event, proving that the French
were either unable or unwilling to restrain the barbaritics of the Indi-
ans, had a decisive influence on the future conduct of the war; and
thenceforth the determination of the English Colonists to destroy
French dominion in America, was supported by the indignation
of the British Ministry, at this massacre of two thousand of His Ma-
jesty's regular Troops. The elder Pitt, alterwatds FEarl Chatham,
was now Prime Minister of England : and the energy which he infused
into His Majesty's home and Colonial Governments, was soon felt in

8 Europe and in America.
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The change of the Foghsh Ministry enforeed attention™ on 1l
part of the Marine and Colonial Department oft France. to the requ
sttions of De Montealm for troops and ~H|>|v|:(-< :
Minister may be said 1o have fought the battles of
rope, by oceupying the foree of France.  The effeet, however,
diversion of force was not guickly ascertained ; and the promises of

of thie |

aid, with occastonal shipments of ammunition and lm-\i\:nm {rom
1754, stimulated the native courage of De

FFrance during the year
ndid nalitary reputation il|~]m(ri confidence

Montealm ; whose spl
the Celonists, andin their Indian Allies, notwithstanding the malvera.
tions and natorions peenlations of the Tntendant. Meantime the Bi<he P
and his Feclesiastics, separating their eavse from that of the profligat
Court of France, perceived that the Conquest of ( y the Pro.
testant Government of Fogland, might dimiish their power 5 and
weearinely ¢ mj ]1‘»\1 d their grear imfluence to « loak the erime

% | | y
anaGa, Ny

thev
of the Colonial Government, and to anmate the mhabitants to detend
the Country against the enemies of France and of the Romish Re.
lion.  The defensive resourees of Canada were therefore still greater |

i a rchigrons or moral, than in a ;»|1\~i‘ al point of view ; religion, orra. |
ther fanaticism, was cmployed to excite resistanee to the English, as

appears from the Mandement or charge of the Bishop, dated 18ih

April, 1759,

Our limits forbid a detail of the military operations of the eventful
campaign of the year 1759 : but we shall bricfly allude to the plan
of invasion, and that of the defence, hastening forward to the results,

he Brigsh Government, having resolved that a measure, under

taken at the urgent entreaty of the Colonists of New England and
New York, should be so conducted as to give them an opportunity of

complete co-operation between the regular land and sea forces and§
the Provincial troops, directed the invasion of Canada to three prinf§

cipal points, under three Generals of talent and reputation ; and, inf
case of success, it was understood that the three divisions should meet)
at Montreal, to concert the means of presevving their Conquests. The

forces direeted against Quebec should be first mentioned, as their suc

cess decided the fate of Canada.  They were commanded by the he
roic GeNerar Worrg, who fell in the arms of victory on the heighig
of Abraham, before Quebee.  The troops, amounting to about Eight§
Thousand men, were chiefly drawn from the army which, under the
same commander, the preceding year, had taken Fovt L ouisbourg
Cape Breton, and subdued that Island; they were conveyed to the
vicinity of Quebec, by a fleet of vessels of war and transports, co
manded by Admiral Saunderss and they landed, in two divisions, o
the Litand of Orleans, the 27th of June, and received orders to pre
pare for a vigorous campaign; while their hopes of success we
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augmented by an intimation of the co-operation of the armid
dirccted against other points of Canada, intended to divide the
forces and distract the attention of the French Commanders.  Gene
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| attention” on tl
vance, to the re qm
at the great Englih §
of Ameriea, in b |
however, of this

| Wolfe, at the same time, published and disteibuted a Manifesto,
hich is remarkable as not promising more favorable terms to the
rench Canadians, for quict submission, than were alterwards accord-

| by the (';npmll:llimn of Quebee and Montreal, when they had par-
¢|!>‘||¢‘n| i the most ferocious resistance to the invaders, joining the
nd the promises of Bealping parties of I idians, and mingling in every species of cruelty,

Il they were finally overpowered and disarmed.  This conduct, how-

nd provisions from
ive courage of De [@ver, was chiefly owing to the influence of the Clergy ; whose exhor-
pived confidence in [grions had infused refigions fanaticism into the ninds of  the Colo-
Mlm;( the malvers.
Teantime the Bishiop
that of the |'l'|‘ﬂi:"u
“nnada, by the Pro.

ists, who were led to believe that the means were Justified by the
mlm.ml object, of sceuring their temporal and eternal ~;|lv;|tin|;, by
e extermination of the English herctics. So genceral indeed was
iis fecling, that the Conguest of Canada 18 not more to be ascribed
y the talent of General Wolfe, than to the neglect of the French
ourt to provide for the defence of that Colony, in a manner suitable

i their power and
1o« loak the erime
nhabitants to detend
of the Romish Re.
herefore still greater 14

y its national importance, and in compliance with the requisitions of
o brave Gezeral De Montcalm, who wmust have considered himself
pd Canada, as destined sacrifices to the vices and exigencies of
i« licentionus Monarch, and profligate Court.

Under the complicated evils of national neglect and Colonial abn-

\i('\\‘ ML Ii;‘i1'||. orra-
re to the English, as
Bishop, dated 18iE

, De Montealm’s dispositions for defence were admirable ; and he
one is the prominent figure in this last and (h-spvr;ltv struggle, on
e part of France, for dominion in America. The Governor Gene-
l, the Marquis De Vaudreuil, was too much implicated in the Colo-
il Jobs and abuses of Bicor, the Intendant, to deserve the praise
fan impartial historian ; and, except as the signer of the Capitulation
f Montreal, and the tool of Pricsts and military men, intriguing with
ie victors to obtain unrcasonable conditions of surrender, his name
nd character will seldom be mentioned.

In the month of May, a Council of War decided on defending Que-
cc, in a manner which showed the lingering hopes of De Montcalm,
t powerful succours would still arrive from France, cnabling lim
» provide against attacks on other parts of the Colony. The forces
nd their commanders are described as follows :—
he Quebec Brigade, commanded by Colonel De St.

itions of the eventful
y allude to the plan
rward to the results
it a measure, under8
of New England and@
cm an nppnrtumlynl
and sea forces andp
‘anada to three pring
reputation ; and, inf
divisions should meetf
their Conquests. Theg
sntioned, as their suc
mmanded by the he

ictory on the height Ours, on the right, _. - s — 3500 men.
nting to about Eighfihe Bngadc of Three-Rivers, commanded by Mon-
my which, under th ‘ sieur De Borme, on the right, . 900 men.
n Fort Louisbourg i he centre, to be composed of regular troops, com-
rere conveyed to the manded by De Senezargues, . 2000 men.
ind transports, co e Montreal Militia, on the left, commanded by Mr.
d, in two divisions, o Prudhomme, ... oo . 1100 men.
eceived orders to prefhe Brigade of the Island of Montreal, commanded
pes of success wer by Mr. Herbin, 2300 men.

ration of the armi
ended to divide thg
Commanders. Gene

Total, 9,800 men.
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These were the «'li»"\(\:“‘..'n‘ forces - and the reserve was

o) men,
l'.l‘:\.) nmen,

unnlunmlnl Cavalrye clietly e nhirs

Laght froops, chietly Cin adians and dians,

Ludians, exclusive of those 1o be empl oy din scouts

ing and scalping partics, 150 men.
=

00

mon.
In all 2200 men, commanded by Mr, Roishebert.

tores and l\l'-\\imww. ander the direetion of )\
the

cirenmstances might re ‘i”i"‘ - but the

The artillery,
] stationed at such pornts
tol
ranged in the order of battle before mentioned, from the niver &
Chatles to the Falls of Montmorenc, with the view of opposing thel
while the garrison of Quebee, was !

Meoreier, were, with rescrve, to be

disposable forces were

landing of the British forces :
consist chiefly of the City Militia, under the command of the Chevali
De anMw-. ’ .'

To this small force and a few vessels of war, including fire shipf
the defence of Canada may be said to have been abandoned, by Loo
the Fifieenth of France ; for the event proved, that a signal defeat
this force would ensure the ultimate Conquest of that extensive Cound
try, and the extinction of French dominion in North America.

The bravery of those forces, and the skill of their Commanders,
first evinced by the failure of General Wolfe in i
attack on the intrenchments at \lontmorenci ; and it appear
from the official despatches of that great warrior, that he had
great doubts of succeeding in the primary object of reduciy
Quebee, during the year 1759. This object, indecd, was chicfly obtainc
by one of the chances of war, which are tempted by enterprising
Commanders, under a great responsibility to their Sovereign, and ne
ver contemplated mn the official plan of a Campaign. Mecantime thef§§
fire of the ships of war upon the hel§

were

Fort had done little damage to the
Citadel, though the Lower Town of Quebee had been nearly destroy§
«d ; and the hopes of’ success were at last solely founded upon thel§
practicability of gaining a position on the heights of Abraham, behind
the City ; where the utmost vigilance was excrcised by De Montcalm,
to prevent an attack on what he considered the weakest point of the
fortification. At this juncture, the genius and enterprise of Gencrl
Wolfe were displayed ; and his proposal, having been approved by
Council of War, composed of the primip:ll military and naval cows
manddrs, was executed on the morning of the memorable 12/A Sepe
tember, 1759, the movement being favoured by such a combination
of secrecy, silence and address, in the officers and troops, as has nevet
been exceeded. The utmost vigilance of the French Commander
having been unavailing to guard this important pass, he seems to have
lost all forbearance ; and, finding that his antagonist had gained ©
much by hazarding-all, he desperately resolved to follow his example
and meet him it battle array, on the plains of Abraham. This im-
prudent conduct has never been satisfactorily accounted for; and it
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% 1o be classed among those anomahies in war, which exhibit the par-
*WaAs

B otere-ted to |»|'u|rm  the strugegele, hlm\il o oon the crists desired by

o0 men, | pponent. This battle dis .l ye (| as muce || cooluess and courage,

|‘()1) it w the part of the Enelish, 'v\ it did heat and Itl((lpl\.l“l)ll, on the

oute ot of the Freneh : the latter sallied (v'!h from a strong fortress,
150 men, E% Lot ticld arolle ry, ond without

cven waiting the return of the
detached as a corps of observation, under De Bougain-
sformer, who knew that retreat from their peculiar position
dangerous as a temporary conflict, waited the onset of
)o Montcealing using cvery precantion to cover their flanks and pre-
crve their commumcation with the shore. This battle, indeed,
wre remarkable for dis n' 1ys of couragre, than for any scientihce ma-
couvres, and was chig fh decided by 1|n- usc of the by ayonctar d broad-
mord, by the Britishy the agile

] QL |,.xx(,

Q200 men.
f. .lm' ]). HE
w direction of 3
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was
e forces woere tol

from the niver \r

. . \
view ol opposimg ti

Highlanders serving,
of Quebee, was |

I a great, mea-

ey o supply the want of (.n.nh) ; while the steadiness of the Lang-
nand of the ChevalicB80, fusileers rendered the want of  artillery  less  felt than it
as by the Freneh, whose ranks once broken, could never

including fire ship B roformed,
abandoned, by Lon
hat a signal defeat
that extensive Coun
orth America.
their Commanders,
eral  Wolfe in iy
4. and it appear
arrior, that he had
object of reducing
, was chicfly obt: vncd@
v.ul by enterprising
ir Sovereign, and ne
ign. Meantime  the§
little dame 1ige to thell
been nmrly destroy-§
Jly founded upon the§
of Abraham, behind
ed by De Montcalm,
weakest point of the
nterprise of Gencrl
 been .lpprmml by s
dry and waval cows
yemorable 12tA  Sepe
such a combination
1 troops, as has nevet
French Commander
ass, he seems to hae
monul had «r'unvl vl
o follow his examp le,8
Abraham. This i
ccounted for; and i

on the ficld.  General Wolfe, after the first disposition
the troops, appears to have bent his whole attention to encourage
e steady advance of his right division, exposing himself in the front
f the line, in a manner more heroie than judicious, consid

lering lus
hicl command.  Thus courting danger, he was re peatedly \.mh,(lul
W at last nmrt'llh. at the decisive moment,
iy and were  pursued,

ord in hand.

when the French gave
with great slaughter, by the Ilighlanders,
His last words prove that he expected a more stout
sistance on the part of the French.  Faint with the loss of blood,
d leaning on the shoulder of an officer, he was roused by the cry,
Hu run ! they run I"—* who runs?” exclaimed the dying warrios
e French,” said his &lll('l)(lu!ll. “What! do the cowards run al-
a /l/ ? then I die happy. y." Thus died Generar Worre in the anns
victory, at the very time when his Despatchies to London arrived,
d had prepared the Government and the British nation for the fai-
re of his enterprise.  The reaction produced in the public mind, by
c account of his victory and death, excecded all preeedent |, and
e manifestations of national gratitude to his memory have tended to
ptory 3 where it is always associated with the heroic character and
tlike glory of Wovrrr. The fate of the French Commander in
uef gives additional interest to this decisive battle 1 he also was
rtally weunded ; and both the conquerors and the conquered,
ined in bewailing their death as national losses.

The precipitation of De Montcalm prevented the junction of De
mgainville’s corps, which only approached the ficld when the victo-
had been obtained ; he retreated with the remains of the army of
: Montcalm, lvmmg Quebec to its fate.  The garrison dispirited by
: dcath of De Montcalm and the retreat of the army to the interior,

phance the importance of the Conquest of Canada in the page of
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surrendered, without a struggle, by Capitulation, dated 13th §
tember, 1759.* ‘

Quebec having Capitulated, the entire ('mnquv<t of Canada beca:

compar: itively easy to the co-operating armies ; and we chiefly i

in the following campaign, some drawn battles and indecisive acti

between the French and Lnglish.t The only military cvent of imy

tance as respects the Conquest of Canada, besides the surrender
Quchee, in the year 1759, was the reduction of Fort Niagara, |
Sir William Johnson, and the fortification of Crown Point, and Tic
deroga, by General Anherst.  Passing over a \.n'i('t)' of accidents, |
peding the execution of the plan of the campaign of 1759, we
merely state that th@contemplated junction of the different divisi
of the invading forces took place on the Island of Montr
in Sceptember 1760.  This event, combined with the miscondy
of the Intendant Bigot, produced the Capitulation of Montrg
dated the 8th of September, 1760, and the complete subjection
Canada to Great Britain.

The nefarious conduct of Bigot and his Dependants had previa
ly alienated the affections of the Colonists ; but, when at length
Court of France, aware of the enormous waste and peculation whi
had been practised, refused payment of his Bills of' Exchange, u
thus d(pmul him of the usual means of redeeming the paper cum
cy of the Colony, universal distrust and alarm took place.

Tur Carp Moxey, or Paper Currency of Canada, was found
upon the reponsibility of the King of France, for the general ex|
scs of the Civil and Military establishments of the Colony ; and
had been so t'uilhl'u”y redeemed, at the stipulated pcriml~ dur
thirty years, that it enjoyed unlimited credit.  The portion annus
tendered for Bills of Exc hange, was but a small part of the circulati
being only what was r(qumd to purchase merchandise in France, |
the Company and for the private Traders. This credit enabled

Intendant, for a long time, to conceal his waste and peculations ;
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¢ Note. '1‘he Population of Quebec, in the year 1759, was 6700 souls.
Three Rivers, me.. o
Montreal, e 4000 ¢
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The whole of the Militia amounted to about Twenty Thousand men, from
age of 16 to GO years,

+ The principal action in the vicinity of Quebec after its surrender,
that of the 28th April, 1760 ; when General Murray, who had been left with a2
rison of five thousand men, rashly decided on quitting his fortifications, and risk

battle with the Chevalier De Levi, who, by unprecedented exertions, had colk
an army of regulars and militia, amounting to twelve thousand men.  The nun
of the British engaged in this affair were three thousand : they fought bravely,
ing about two hours; but, overpowered by numbers, they were at length o
to retire to Quebec, with a loss of a thousand wen and that of all their field artil
Following up his success, De Levi immediately besieged Quebec ; but his batt
had made but little impression before the arrival of a small squadron, under (
modore Swamnion, with a reinforcement of troops from England, was announ
causing the precipitate retreat of the French towards Montreal.
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on, dated 13th S¢
when they had extended beyond all precedent i the abuses incident  ~A=
10 absolute Governments, the Court of France, with characteristic le- AL D.
ity. suddenly dishonoured the Bills of Exchange, which Bigot had
Jrawn on the  Treasury, amounting to twelve millions of” Livres, or
/umri""’/ thousand Pounds sterlina.  Thuas, while the British were

yl((t\\hl“\ attacking the I(nlmr) the King of France, by one
low, (I(».lmy( d 1ts financial resources, and hulmuul the rumn of his
l:inpire in Amcrica.*

No Colony had ever such rational causes for satisfaction, at the
hanee of dominion, than Canada ; and previous history affords no
xample of such forbearance and generosity, on the part of the con-
jucrors, towards the conquered.  Our limits forbid our detailing the
perifices made by the British Commanders and Troops, to repair the
wsses, and relieve the necessities of the Colonists ; but we can safe-
v assure our readers that this conduct formed a new era in civilised
arfare, and  that an admiring world admitted the claim of Great
ritain to the glory of conquering a people, less from  views of am-
tion and the security of her other Colonies, than from the hope of
proving their situation, and endowing them with the  privileges of
cemen.,
The ( ‘lpltul.mnn granted by General Amherst, being  particularly
ferred to in the body of this work, may be here slightly alluded to,
according every security to life .unl property, r(-h"mm and civil li-
. which could reason: ibly be requested, and by remarking that its
ecution, on his part, was so faithful and energetie, that th(- subse-
ient negotiations with France, for the final cession of Canada, by

> Treaty of Paris, attords not a single instance of complaints ad-
~~wd by the EFrench Canadians to the King of France, except
ainst the misconduct and bad faith of his Financial Officers in the

lony.
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After the Conqu and Cession, the first important measure, on

*part of the neé® Sovereign, was the Proclamation, dated the 7th 17,3
October, 1763 ; which clearly states the benevolent and politieal
tentions of the Conqueror, with respect to his new and old Sub-

'ts, which intentions were unfortunate ly interfered ‘with, by the sub-

kjuent measures adopted by the British Ministry to coerce the old
lonies, now the United States of North America.

The population of Canada, at the € onquest, was about sixty-five

0, was 6700 souls.
e /111
evrereeee $000 ¢

) ‘Thousand men, from

e after its surrender,
vho had been left with s
his fortificavions, and risk
nted exertions, had colld
yusand men. The num!
d: they fought bravely,
, they were at lengthlo
hat of all their field artl
ed Quebec ; but his baud
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* The Paper Currency, unredeemed at the Conquest, exceeded Foun Mirrions
RLiNG ; and the only compensation obtained for the holders, by the interference
the British Government, was about four per cent. upon the original value = this
ling dividend, however, was chicfly beneficial to Speculators, who purchased the
d Maney from the great majority of the Colonists, at an average of one per
. Tt was a shght consolation to the French Canadians, to learn that Rigot, and
eral of his Creatures, who had been the means of depriving them of the fruits
many years of industry and economy, had been severely punished 1n France

thi -‘u!»‘;.-u, we nust refer enquiring readers to the Records of thie French
bunals,

[N
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. ) . jects, however bencfici
~+—= thousand souls, chiefly employed in agriculture, inhabiting a narroy population ; this measu
A.D. strip of territory, on the banks of the St. Lawrence, am‘(l its (r{buu. attract Erigrants from
ry streams. An increase of population, and an extension of Settle J@(olonics in North Ame
ments, were thus rendered expedient, by views of national interes 8,4 making it British
and by the facilities afforded by a state of peace, to reward the . expedient, the Ordirhn
bours of the conquering army, by grants of the Waste Lands of 1h:J8pe published in French,
immense acquisitions of territory, which its bravery had procurcd ulpeen fully intended to
the British EKmpire. y dians, by an English
The Proclamation contained a general invitation to British Settleflmands of the Sovereigr
to resort to Canada, promising the enjoyment of the Laws of Eifllto the most approved p
gland, with the future benefit of a House of Assembly, or Represc.fllt) amalgamate the Frer
tative Government. Ihe Proclamation farther contained a promisilihowever, was followed |
of Grants of Land to the Officers and Privates of the disbanded Lefllwere employed to devis
giments which had served during the war; all those encouragemeniille] to its present circun
not less benevolent than wise, produced, in a few years, a great rfiltiny, as an extensive [
sort of British Settlers, both commercial and agricultural.  Wiillborts on this important
those Scttlers, were introduced the ideas of British privileges, pofilticularly worthy of beis
moted by the establishment of a Press at Quebec; where, for t@lCrown in conciliating t!
first time in Canada, a Newspaper, called THE QuEBECc GAzeTiilusly prevailed, a comj
was published in the year 1764. uest, was framed so sl
This same vear, Courts of Criminal and Civil Jurisdiction were cfillanpearance of a conne
" tablished by the Provisional Government, instructed to adminisi@ilhis compilation was es
justice in the Colony, agreeably to the laws and practice of the fament in the year 177
glish Courts.  This regulation was promulgated by Governor Murnfiinioyed a Constitution
in the form of an Ordinance of the Governor in Council, dated i8lfore the Conquest.
17th of September : it contained an equitable proviso, that the Frendl The plan of Sir Jame
laws and customs should be allowed and admitted in all causes, Shately intervened, woul
the Courts of Civil Jurisdiction, between the natives of Canada, @xception of the applica
the controversies originating before the 1st of October, 1764. nd inheritance of Lanc
Thus were the Laws of England introduced in perfect accordan@Commercial and Crimi
with the spirit of the Capitulation, and with the promise containdibractice, would have b
in the Proclamation already referred to, and agreeably also to 'Seourse, however, was re
published instructions of the British Government to General MdBhe French Canadians,
ray, who had been appointed Governor by Commission, dated ifl8ensions ; and they too
21st of November, 1763. {urray, andto his sugc
In the month of November, 1764, the Governor and Council, @kester, that the conten
fluenced by the remonstrances of the Leaders of the new Subjeclimercial point of view,
passed an Ordinance, enacting that, in actions relative to the tendillects to His Majesty's
of lands and rights of inheritance, the French laws and usages@lities to that of France.
Canada, should be observed as the rule of decision ; and a Court fland delay in His Majest
Equity was also established by another Ordinance, in which the 088Carleton, to propose, a
ernor was to precide as Chancellor, with two Masters, two Exanfll.aws, which have for
ers, and one Register, which Court continued to exist till the giilement of Subjects of
change in the year 1774, when it merged into the Courts erected @approaching when this
virtue of the Act 14, Geo. 11I., Cap. 83. tate. The unfortunat
It was not to be supposed that the introduction of the Engifliposes, by imposing th
Laws should have given satisfaction to the Leaders of the new
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inhabiting a narroy
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», to reward the
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attract E nngr'lnts from Great Britain, and from the u(lj()unn-r British

Colonies in North America, with the view of Anglifying the Country,

and making it British in fact, as well as in name. As a temporary

expedient, the Ordinhnces and Acts of the Government continued to

be published in French, as well as in English ; but it appears to have

been fully intended to prepare the rising generation of French Cana-
dians, by an English education, to understand the laws and com-
mands of the Sovereign, in his native language, and thus, agreeably
to the most approved p()h( y of all conquerors, ancient and modern,
o amalgamate the French with thc English hul)Jum This course,

however, was followed in a conci mtnr_v manner: the Crown Lawyers
ere employed to devise a plan of a Code of Laws for Canada, suit-
pd to its present circumstances, and with a view to its ultimate des-
iny, as an extensive British Colony ; and, among the elaborate re-
ports on this important proposal, that of 8ir James Marriolt, is par-
lcularly worthy of being referred to. To assist the Officers of the
Jrown in conullatlno lhc English Laws with those which had previ-
pusly prevailed, a compll.ltu)n of the laws existing before the Con-
uest, was framed so skilfully by Monsieur (u"nu, as to present the
ppearance of a connected Code ; and it is worthy of gemark that
his compllatmn was cwntually vmplovcd to mislead the/ British Par-
ament in the year 1774, and to give that body an ideq that Canada
njoved a Constitution and a connected frame of munidipal_laws be-

re the Conquest.

The plan of Sir James Marriot, if accidental causes had not unfortu-
ately intervened, would certainly have gone into effect ; and, with the
xception of the application of a part of the French Laws to the tenure
nd inheritance of Lands granted by the King of France, English Civil,

ommercial and Criminal Law, administered according to English
practice, would have been definitively established in Canada. This
ourse, however, was regarded with great jealousy by the Leaders of
he French Canadians, who foresaw that it would diminish their pre-
ensions ; and they took every opportunity of insinuating to Governor
furray, andto his sugcessor Governor Carleton, afterwards I.ord Dor-
hester, that the contemplated changes, however beneficial in a Com-
ercial point of view, would prevent the attachment of the old Sub-
ects to His Majesty’s Government, and gradually revive their parti-
lities to that of France. Thus, unfortunately, they produced hesitation
nd delay in His Majesty's Ministry, and prepared the mind of Governor
larleton, to propose, at a future crisis, the restoration of those French
Laws, which have for more than half a century discouraged the Set-
lement of Subjects of British descent in Canada. The crisis was now
ppproaching when this measure could be represented as a necessity of
tate. The unfortunate attempt, to raise a revenue for general pur-
oses, by imposing the Stamp Tax on the old Colonies, was made in
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the year 1765, without due attention to the temper and strength ofth
extensive Settlements ; the inhabitants of which three nnllions i nun
ber possessed the most exalted ideas of Britsh privileges, and also thos
physical and moral habits which disdained subjection to all laws whic)
they had no share i framing, or which they had not spontaneously adop.
ted, from a sense of their utihity, They had submitted to the power of th
British Parliament, so far as regarded the regulation of trade, and th
monopoly existing under the navigation laws : they knew the advay
tages derived to them from the Markets of Great Britaio, and wer
willing to preserve them by submitting to various restrictions, sanc
tioned by time.  But the pretension of the British Parhament to rais
a revenue for general purposes, excited a - jealousy, which was farthe

ion of toree on the  si

consulted Governor Ca

co-operation of the L

kll'r:('\l('(l the restoratic
accordance of the origi
at the Conquest. Thu
Geo. 111, Cap. 83, des
aleulated to restore ' (
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encreased by the writings of speculative politicians, who asserted tha escribed”in the (ollowi

according to the principles of the Brinsh Constitution, there could he @8 rwarding the views of
no taxation without represcentation, itical motives, for the

Though, on the principle of expediency, the ohnoxious Stamp Tax
wis repealed, this repeal was followed by an Act declaring the legis
lative power of the British Parliament, to binld the Colomies in all case
whatsoever ; and, in the meantime, exportation duties were imposed i
Great. Britain upon articles shipped to the Colonies, which the latter
without an  aban

bowever,? have been re
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construed as mercly a practical wodification
donment of the obnoxious prineiple.  Those measures of the British
Parliament are, however, less consurable in the abstract, than they ar
on the principal of expediency @ all laws, and more particularly those
of revenue, are to be framed with due regard to the power of executing
formidable obstacles existed.  The

them ; and, in the present case,
old Colonies, connected together by similarity of origin, and by the
physical bond of a long le of coast, facilitating commercial inter
course ; having also ascertained their military and naval strength, i
co-operating in the Conquest of ( anada; possessing likewise local Le-

gislaturcs, pretending to powers analogous to those of the DBritsh
Parliament, were not likely to submit to any new exercise of predo,
mhinancy, which accordingly produced determined resistance, first
e New Excranp Coronies, and afterwards in the others, wh
sympathised and made common caase with them.  This n'a'i.sl.u.u'
proceeded by degrees, calculate d to admonish a prudent administra-
tion : riots and nocturnal depredations, remonstrances, by the Locil
Legislatures ; Associations to prevent the importation and consumy-
tion of British Manufactures, gradually took place, prvviuual.\ to that
open defiance, which distinguished Lexington and Bunker's Hill.
'The British Parliament, meantime, influenced not less by the na
tural love of power, than by the arguments ol the Ministry, procecd
od to coercive measures.  The destruction ol the cargoes of tea
shipped by the Last India Company, which had paid the export du),
produced the Act shutting the Port of Boston ; and a variety ol
measures were devised to divide and weaken the Colonics, previous
to any display of military coercien, on the part of the Imperial Ge:
vernment,
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INTRODUCTION. LAV
nd strength of'the

The mellicacy ot those preliminary measures, prepared the Minis-
e millions i nun

81y for something more  decisive ; and, contemplating a demonstras
ton of force on the side ol Canada, against the old Colonies, they
consulted Governor Carleton, as to the means of exciting the zealous
co-operation of the  Leaders of the French  Canadians ; when he
suggested the restoration of French Laws, and, as far as possible, the
pecordarce of the original demands in the Capitulation of Montreal,
at the Conquest. Thus originated the celebrated Quesec Act, 14,
Geo. 111, Cap. 83, deseribed in the body of this work, which was
aleulated to restore " Canada to a situation entirely different from
that ol the other British Colonies, distinguishing it by French laws,
chgion, iaoners, and language.  The results of thz\ measure are
escribed’in the following chapters ; and it is shown that, instead of
orwarding the views of the Miwstry, it merely added religious to po-
itical motives, for the resistance of the old Colonics, which might,
Jowever,t have been rendered ineffectual, by a prompt application of
n adequate military foree,

Ruring the succeeding long and expensive war, which, by the in
atuated  interterence of France, ended in the independence of the
Il Colonies, no adequate benefit resulted from the sacrifices of the
verests of British Colonisation, made to the Leaders of the French
anadians,  The Country was invaded, and overrun by the rebels, *
nd more particularly when Quebee  was besieged by Arnold and
lontgomery, it was defended chicfly by the regular troops and Bri-
ish Inhabitants.  The attack upon the rebellious Colonies on the
ide of Canada, was unsuccessful ; and Great Britain, at the close of
he war, remained mercly in military possession of Canada), which
ie had rendered as much French, as it was at the period of the
‘onquest, by her impolitic restoration of French Laws, before men
ioned.  But the ilnlmlir_y of the Quebece Act, began to he more par-
cularly felt, when aceidental causes foreed the imtroduction, at once,
B a large body of Scttlers of British deskent.

During the contest with the old Coloniey, many thousands of res
cctable Individvals preserved their Allegiane to the British Crown,
dvancing, co-operating, and retreating with the British Troops ; and
nder the name of Loyalists, they were chietly located in the year1781,
+ Nova Scotia, New-Brunswick, and the Provinee of Quebee, to the
pper part of which latter Province, these Settlers chicfly procecded.
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* Tt has been asserted by the writer of the life of General Washington, thw(“llu
nncipal cause of the failure of the invasion of Canada, in the year 1773, was the

mtof money, rendering the revolutionary Generals unable to pay for the
stenc ! of the army, in specie.

suhb
We find, also, by the Despatches of General Jiur-
wne, that Governor Curleton's expectation of obtaining the co-operation of a res-
ctable force of Canadian Militia, in the invasion of the old Colonies, was entire-
y disappeinted, and that ounly a few Companies of Volunteers, and some hundreds

Indians could be induced to Join in the unfortunate capedition of the year 1777,
bick: <nded in the humiliating conveution of Saialoga.
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LXXVII INTRODUCTION.

This led to a new era in Canadian affairs ; for the Quebec Act no
having established a representative Government, agreeably to the
promise of the Proclamation of 1763, the new Colonists used every
means to obtain this boon : hence originated the celebrated Petitio
of 1784 ; in which many French Canadians joined, soliciting the en.
tire repeal of the Quebec Act, and the establishment of a represen.
tative Constitution, with such a mixture of French and English Laws
and such a distribution of elective suffrage between the old and the
new Subjects. as in the wisdom of the British Parliament, might be
deemed expedient.

Owing to a variety of causes, this Petition was neglected till the
vear 1790; when, unfortunately, the British Ministry divided the
Province of Quebec into two Provinces, under the names of Upper
and Lower Canada, giving to each division, a Legislature, consisting
of a House of Assembly, representing the people, and a Legislative
Council, intended to exhibit the aristocratic branch of the British
Constitution.

This arrangement, being the subject of criticiem in the body of thy
work, requires no remark in this introductory Chapter.*

¢ This Intreduction, like the body of the Work, written on the spur of the o.
casion, may be extended, in case that encouragement to publish a second edition, |
obtained. In such a case, the account of Canada will preperly comprehend a view
of its Agriculture and Commerce, with a variety of details, which the writer, hox
cver anxious to enter into at present, is prevented by his private avocations fro
giving to the publie,
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CHAP. I

A. D. 1759-1791.

in of the Work.—Crists of Political Affairs in Lower Canada. — Pretensions
¢/ the House of Assembly more alarming when its composition is considered.
—Those pretensions partly owing to the defects in the Constitutional Acts
of the Imperial Par/iament. —Investigation proposed theoretical and prac-
tical. — The pretensions not founded on the Articles of Capitulation, nor on
the Treaty of Cession.—Situation of the French Canadians wnder the Ces-
sion. —Review of Documents.— Reference to the Constitutional Acts of 1174
ond 1791, as the foundation of the power and pretensions of the French Cana-
diany. —Review of the Act 14 Geo. 111. cap. 88. — Consequences of ils establish-
ment of the old French Law, and other injudicious enactments, the non-ex-
ecytion of section Mh producing a division of the Province of Quebec.— This
A, intended chiefly to cverce the old Colonies, had a contrary effect. —Re-
view of the Act 81, Geo. IIL cap. 81, commonly called the Constitutional
Act.— Important omyssions in this Act.—It containe mo provision for re.
presenting new Seit/ements, — It violates the pledge of giving English laws
to British Emigrants, under the Proclamation of the year 1768, —Strictures
on the division of the Province into Counties, by Lieutenant Governor
Clarke. — Erroneous principle of representation adopted, so far as regards o
vast Country rcquiring extensive Seltlements. —Omission to enact o gualifi-
cation of property for a seat in the House of Awembly.—Approved course of
licy for amalgamating the new with the old subjects neglected by the Con-
pueror of Canada.— The legitimale objects of Colonisation counteracted by
he defects and errors of the Constitutional Act.—Anticipating review of the
ogress of the ambition of the Leaders of the French Canadians under the
ew Constitution. —Consequences of longer neglecting to check this ambition
by an interference on the part of the Imperial Parliament.
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Wk propose to investigate the various causes which have combine
to produce the present extraordinary crisis of Political Affairs in Lo
er Canada. The French Canadian Leaders in the Provincial House
Assembly, professing to act constitutionally, have brought themaelve
and their adherents into direct collision, on matters of finance, wi
his Majesty's Executive, acting under instructions, advisedly given by
his Majesty's Imperial Government.

The kmperial Parliament is the legitintte interpreter of the Co

" stitutional Acts, which established a civil government in this Proving
—Dbut until this interpretation be definitively announced, individuals
left, uncontrouled by this high authority, to speculate upon the theo
and draw their own conclusions from the practice of the Censtitutia

If we have formed a correct idea of the scope of the pretensions
the House of Assembly, they extend to a virtual monopoly of
powers of the civil government, by such a complete controul in leg
lation and finance, as would render his Majesty's Representative a
the Legislative Council subservient to the interests, prejudices, a
passions of the French Canadian majority. These pretensions, here
ter to be historically reviewed, are the more alarming to Britons, wh
considered as emanating from Members enabled to form the politia
opinions of their uneducated Electors, professing the Romish religi
and farther distinguished from the rest of his Majesty's subjects, |
an indiscriminating attachment to the laws, language, manners and h
bits of their French ancestors. Believing, as we sincerely do, t
those pretensions have, in a great degree, ariseri'from the encourag
ment afforded to the exclusive ambition of the French Canadian Le
ers, by the Constitutional Acts 14 Geo. 11I. cap. 83, and 31 Geo. Il
cap. 31, we shall first review their theoretical defects, and next,
the principle of judging of a tree by its fruit, we shall examine tiy
practical effects, from the period of their going into joint operation
the year 1792, till the late prorogation of the Provincial Legislat
in the end of the year 1827.

We shall, however, previously remark, that several pretensions
the French Canadians are erroneously founded upon trlc Articles
the Capitulation and Cession of the Country, It will appear by |
following account of those Documents, that General Amherst, in
first instance, tendered, and the King of France confirmed the o Roed Bt hich C
quered inhabitants of Canada to his Britannic Majesty, as deservi linar (;lfons,dw UCH (‘
objects of his benevolence, devoid of any pretensions which could Sl Tl.y ;,m“"h’ contah
terfere with the approved policy of assimilating them to that access ¢ French, Canadi
of population from the United Kingdom, which it was the interest
intention of Great Britain to encourage, as expressed in his Maj
Proclamation, dated the 7th October, 1763. The new Subjects
fact, might, by good management, have been speedily rendered
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pitious of Anglification, if the sacrifice of their predilections and preju-
dices had been mgdc .dw'unuvoidable condition of their being admit-
ed to a participation in the extensive privileges, which are the birth-
ight of Britons.
In referring to those Capitulations, it is our duty, at the outset, to
eclare them to be only temporary arrangements, and that they
ould merely be consulted as containing the desires of the conquer-
], and the momentary decisions of the military men, who command-
d the victorious armies that achieved the conquest.  These temporary
mpromises are well understood to be submitted to the definitive regu-
gtions of the contending Sovereigns ; so that the first and only leg?ti-
ate Act of Diplomacy on which the conquered Colony can support its
ights, is such Articles of the Treaty of Cession, as may be found insert-
| inthe general and definitive treaty of peace between Great Britain and
rance after the conquest of Canada. The obligations of his Britannic
ajesty which have reference to our subject, are briefly expressed in
paragraph of the fourth article of the definitive treaty, concluded at
ris, on the 10th February, 1763, as follows :—* His Britannic
ajesty, on his'side, agrees to grant the liberty of the Catholic religion
the inhabitants of Canada : he will consequently give the most effec-
ol orders that his new Roman Catholic subjects may profess the wor-
ip of their religion, according to the rites of the Romish Church, as
r as the laws of Great Britain permit.” ,
But, as the injudicious Act 14 Geo. IIL cap. 83, was less founded
this discreet stipulation, than upon a general indulgence of the de-
s of the conquered, expressed in the articles of capitulation de-
anded, we shall briefly review those of them which relate to civil
pd religious rights, with the answers of the commanders of the victo-
ous_forces.”

,_As t.hc Capitulation of Quebec contains nothing on this subject
hich is not repeated in that of Montreal, concluded between Ma-
General Amherst and the Marquis de Vaudreuil, on the 8th
teml3cr,_ 1760, we shall attend to the contents of this document
y, referring our enquiring readers to the Capitulation of Quebec.
We cannaot, however, avoid remarking that, on a general review of
¢ military, civil, and religious demands of the Marquis, we
n only account for them from the overweening vanity, which
glwuys characterised Frenchmen and their descendants, in war
d in peace. Would Buonaparte, whose name is still the rallying
of the majority of Frenchmen, have given the mild answer to con-
pered Britons, which General Amherst gave to the following extra-
inary demand, contained in the 41st article ?
“ The French, Canadians and Acadians, of what state or condition
er, u'lfo shall remain in the Colony, shall not be forced to take arms
ainst his Most Christian Majesty, or his Allies, directly or indirectly,
any occasion whatever ; the British Government .slmfl only require
them an exact neutrality.” To this demand, the British General
dly answers :—* Tuey secoME SusJects or The Kineg.”
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POLITICAL ANNALS [Ciap, 1] oF

Aler remarking that, on the principle of ““ Charity begins at home, [0 od the same estates shall b
the French officers, civil and wilitary, fill the greater part of the J 8 .4 exemptions.”  The an
cument with demands for their own dignity, interest, and safe co, ticle has never been con
veyance, we turn to what more particularly regards the religious G{Jll parliamont, as will appear
civil departments, . Act 14 Geo. 11, cap. 83,

Article 27th demands the free exercise of the Romish religion, sl of stat rendering it inex)
that the British Government shall oblige the people ““to poy iy vally asdribed to the ban
Priests. their tythes, and all they were used to {m_u under the Frend@unceded) dominions of F
Government of his Most Christian Majesty.” The answer to this will Canada was only ceded 1.
ticle is ** Granted, as to their free exercise of their veligion; The ony Definitive 'l'u'uhl/ of Peac:
GATION OF THEIR PAYING THE TYTHES TO TUE DPRiusTs, wiry u Article 41st, demandin
PEND ON HIS MAJESTY'S PLEASURE." dians, has been previous

Articles 28th and 20th demand, that the Chapter, Priests, and (i« Tuey necome Sunsrct
rates, and Missionaries shall continue, with an entire liberty, their e Article 420, “ The Fre
ercise and functions of Curés in the parishes of the towns and counfille ned according lo the Cu
tries; that the Grand Vicars shall have the same liberty, exercis ablished for this country
all the jurisdiction they exercised under the French dominion, wi mposts than those which w
the right of administering the Episcopal Diocese during any vacanc@8The answer to this Artic
The answer to these articles is, GRANTED, EXCEPT WHAT REGANEand particulatly wy Tie 1
THE POLLOWING ARTICLE. {the King, and consequ

Article S0th, “ Jf, by the Treaty of Peace, Canada should rema be demand, so far avrey;
in the power of s Britannic Majesty, his Most Christian M{jesilenbodied with others, W
shall continue to name the Bishop of the Colony, who shall ahwe@li¢ Geo, 111. cap. 83, secti
be of the Roman communion, and under whose uul)mrll_y the people skillottractions to British settle
cxercise the Roman religion.”  The answer to this article is * Rflyeans. This may be well
FUsED,’ . o Britons ; and ;mm' pers

Article S1st.  The Bishop shall, in case of need. establish new P nctioning this Act of |
rishes, and provide for the rebuilding of his Cathedral and his Epiciilgiven further notice, that |
pal Palace ; and in the mean-time, he shall have liberty to dwell in g1 763, encouraging Britons
towns or parishes as he shall judge proper. . He shall be at liberly he promise of the enjoyn
visit his Diocese with the ordinary ceremonies, and exercise all the land, civil as well as crithi
visdiction which his predecessor exercised under the French domim sense of justice, and to a
save that an oath of fidelity or promise to do nothing contrary to i@would facilitate the return
Britannic Majesty's service, may be required of him.” The answer @ltheir native country, and
this article is * compriskp UNDER THE FOREGOING.” This ansdilshe part of certain Americ
means that the nomination of a Bishop, by the King of France, bei emory of a benevolent K
refused, the jurisdiction of such a Bishop and the exercise of his fulllof every writer who reflect
tions must also be refused. he British Act 14 Geo. 1l

Article 82d demands that the communities of the Nuns shall iligin thus subjected to the (
preserved in their constitutions and priviieges; which was granted. Wmen, by the necessity of

Article 83d makes the same demand for the communities of Jesulllieumge,
and Recollets, and of the house of the Priests of St. Sulpice at Mo We have now extracted
treal ; and that these last shall preserve their right to nominate flion of Montreal connected
certain curacies and missions as heretofore. The answer to this Sthe heroic conqueror of (
“ Rerusep, TiLL THE KiING'S PLEASURE BE XNOWN." ot give up by the pen what

Article 34th. * All the Communities and all the Priests shall pres "Elorious course was left for
their moveables, the praperty and revenues of the Seigniorics and o The injudicious liberulit
estates which they possess in the Colony, of what nature soever they ¥ilergy and higher classes in
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begins at home, [ and the same estales shall be preserved in their privileges, vights, honors

s part of the o gnd exemptions.”  The answer to this article is, “Granren.”  This

t, and safe cop icle has never been confirmed by his Majesty nor by the British
] y

he religious &y Parliamont, as will appear by the exception jin the 8th section, of the

Act 14 Geo. 11 cap. 83, which stands unrepealed. Besides reasons
nish religion, sl of statéy rendering it inexpedient, this want of confirmation is natu-
ple ““to poy iidlrally asdribed to the banishment of the order of Jesuits from all the
under the Frend@Bunceded) dominions of France, on the 6th August, 1762 ; whereas,
wswer to this wl (anada was only ceded to Great Byitain as already mentioned by the
gron ; THE onL S Definitive Treaty of Peace, signed at Paris, 10th February, 1763.
LIESTS, WILL Dy Article 41st, demanding neutrality for the Canadians and Aca-

dians, has been previously recited, and the answer given, namely,
Priests, and Colll« Tuey necome Suvnsrcrs ov The Kine.”

liberty, their e Article 42d. * The French and Canadians shall continue to be gov-
towns and coudBerned according lo the Custom of Paris, and the laws and usages es-
berty, exercis ablished for this country ; and they shall not be subject to any other
h dominion, willémposts than those which were established under the French dominion.”

fing any vacanc @il The answer to this Article is “answered by the preceding Articles, |
WHAT REGAREEand particularly ny Tie LasT ;" that is to say, they become subjects
{the King, and consequently, in the mean-time, to British laws.

da should rema he demand, so far asregards French Laws, contained in this Article,
‘hristian M({)ﬁ mbodied with others, was injudiciously granted by the British Act
who shall ahag@l¢ Geo. I11. cap. 83, section 8, afler British laws with their powerful
ty the people sh ltractions to Brilish settlers had prevailed in the Province vounTreN
s article is * Rgilyeans. This may be well called generosity to foreigners and injustice

o Britons ; and some persons have sarcastically remarked that, after
establish new P nctioning this Act of Parliament, his late Majesty ought to have

il and his Epuofiligiven further notice, that his Royal Proclamation of the 7th October,
rty to dwell in RN 763, encouraging Britons to settle in the Province of Quebec, by
Il be at liberly @lthe promise of the enjoyment there of the benefit of the laws of En-
wercase all the land, civil as well as crithinal, could not be performed ; but that, from
French domine sense of justice, and to atone for this violation of his royal word, he
\g contrary to Nlwould facilitate the return of disappointed and digsatisfied settlers to
" The answer @their native country, and compensate their losses.  This sarcasm on
3" This ansvigilthe part of certain American Colonists, however tlh'rcspm tful to the
1 of France, bew emory of a benevolent King, naturally comes into the remembrance
ercise of his fuxliliof every writer who reflects upon the multiplied injuries inflicted by
he British Act 14 Geo. I11. cap. %3, upon all settlers of British ori-
he Nuns shall igin thus subjected to the Castom of Paris, and rendered half French-
b was granted. en, by the necessity of studying French laws, in the French lun-
nunities of JesullEumge,
. Sulpice at Mo We have now extracted and reviewed the articles of the Capitula-
it to nominate Sion of Montreal connected with our subject ; and we find that, though
answer to this She heroic conqueror of Quebec was dead, General Amberst wou/d

WN. of give up by the pen what was gloriously won by the sword : this in-
florious course was left for Lord North's administration.
igniorics and ol The injudicious liberulity of the British Government, first to the

ire soever they ¥iElergy and higher classes in the year 1774, and next to the mass of the



). | OF

6 POLITICAL ANNALS [cnar,
in a succeeding section of
population in 1791, has placed the power of the l_“r.('n(‘h Canadians oy ction, the t‘x("(‘mion of +
such a foundation, as encourages and enables ambitious leaders openly alities and anti-British pe
or secretly to oppose the views of beth the lmpvr'iul and l’rm:in('iul_Ad. ot Oth, “ Provided alwa
ministrations, for promoting the permanent security and welfare of thi\s.nd or be construed to ext:
Province, as a British Colony, subservient to the interests of the En il Majesty, or shall herea
l’i”' at large. . . successors, to be holden in f
The deliberate conviction of our minds is, that if the intention of hiy 'I'his Statute which was |
Majesty's Ministers in the year 1791, had preposterously been tillof unfortunate memory,
render as speedily as pnnsihic Lower Canada a hot-bed and nurseryBlfrom Canadian  Priests an
of democratical principles ; or, in otl.wr words, if l.hc question had 'olonws._’ |,,!“ never been
been proposed, in what manner the neighbourhood of thnt_l’.rovquw.t., cipal basis of the existing
the United States could be best improved as the means of ripening ilildians to be a separate peopl
inhabitants for independence, and alienating l!l(‘l?l from the DBritih@®Canadienne.”
nation, the answer must have embraced (!l(‘. principal enactments of We may here remark in
the present Constitution, strengthened as it is by _tho richly endowedflio the ’fcttlul part of the F
religion and peculiar code of French Lf\ws, csm!)h’sth by t!\u Act bect, disgusted the British,
1774. This will more readily appear from a brief review of the conlthe Proclamation of 1768,
tents of those Statutes. . ) oyalists, who had adbered
1. The Act 14 Geo. IIL. cap. 83, in its long and dvh_uuvc prea Revolution, and it was the
ble. declares to the following effect : that t‘hc English civil lmyu_ whi vils, namely, that of divid,
had pn-\vuilml in the ]',-m‘in('v_ of Qm-l'wc for ten years, n(!muus!m H‘?"”c ('!"Assmnbly, witl
and regulated under commissions to (uwvrnuru, hufl lu-en’fuuml ina division, . These Loyalists |
able to the state and circumstances of the said Provinee, the infilthe Upper Districts of the
habitants whereof amounted at the conquest to ul)mu_uixty-ﬁvc thouJlhave a separate Civil Gover
sand persons professing the roligio_n o! the Church of .Ronw, and en[Beent in the L«.»?'vr Districts
joying an established form of constrtution and system of laws, by whidiilied by the Bmh.h Parliand
“their persons and property had been ‘protc('h'(l,.gmvrrml‘ar':d orderel Bbeen mr".ﬂ] against the vi
for a long series of years, from the first cslab/:s/nurnl’(_)/'(,umula‘,-' Meartime, the increasi
“it therefore enacts that the said English laws and prictice of Cou ommunity, which had setf
shall be annulled from and after the 1st May, 1775.—The l)r()lc'-mot Iw. year 1763, had preve
of the religion of the Church of Rome is next secured ; and its ( lergy "(‘llll(‘)n\iff‘lllc year 1784 i
authorised to receive and enjoy their accustomed ducg and rlgln's, witgConstitution, including a
respect, however, to such persons only as shall profess the said reiggand a House of Assembly |
gion. The oath of allegiance prescribed in the first year of the reipiiand peculiarly circumstanc
of Elizabeth, is modified, to suit the (:umfciom-cn of the new subjects lestined by nature, in spit
and the property of all Canadians professing the Romish religion (th mpire, fit to contain a har
religious orders and communities excepted ) is confirmed, tpgc.th'vr witgl We NOW come to review
all customs and usages relative thereto, and all other th’ur civil righd@® In examining this Act—
in so far as may consist with their allegiance to h:.s Mnjvaty ?m.l sbfiBhe consideration of what I
ioction to the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain; and it is fa rtant than of what has be
ther enacted, that in all matters of cgggroversy, rc!ntwc to properiiby stating some imprudent
and civil rights, resort shall be had he laws of Canada, as the rudgeonsidering the ample info
for the decision of the same ; subject, however, to lu: varied or alterd
by any ordinance of the Governor and Legislative Council, appointe

<
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* It is worthy of remark that,
prdinary measure forced upon t
blishing Popery in a British d
revolutionary leaders, and adt
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ophical historian,

« In an Act of the collective wisdom, this assertion is highly' reprehensible ;
we boldly refer to the published sentiments of the present Clnml_mu l.o'ndeu. o reb
this unworthy idea of an established form of Constitution, having existed in Can

da before the Conquest.
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i a succeeding section of the said Act. Then follows a remarkable
ch Canadianso ction, the execution of which was prevented by some legal techni-
18 leaders openly alities and anti-British policy, for more than haif a century, namely,
id Provincial Ad. et Oth, “ Provided always that nothing in this Act contained shall ex-
' welfare of this@leend or be construed to extend to any lands that have been granted by
wests of the EnJilis Majesty, or shall hereafler be granted by his Majesty, his heirs and

successors, to be holden in free and common soccage.”

p intention of hig ‘'his Statute which was hastily passed at the instance of Lord North,
terously been wfillof unfortunate memory, with the fallacious hope of thus obtaining
bed and nurserylilfrom Canadian Priests and Seigniors the means of coercing the old
he question ha@Colonies,* has never been essentially modified, but remains the prin-
that Province fillcipal basis of the existing pretension on the part of the French Cana-
ns of ripening ifildians to be a separate people, or as they shortly express it, “la Nation
from the Briti\@8Canadienne.”

il enactments We may here remark in passing, that this Act, calculated to secure
» richly endowed@lto the settled part of the Province of Quebec a decidedly foreign as-
od by the Act pect, disgusted the British, who had been encouraged to emigrate, by
view of the con-Jlllthe Proclamation of 1768, which promised English laws, and also the

Joyalists, who had adbered to the British Government in the American

delusive pream@lRevolution, and it was the great cause of the next measure prolific of
1 civil laws whicilevils, namely, that of dividing the Province, in the year 1791, when

rs, administerciiils House of Assembly, with extensive privileges, was granted to each
peen found inapfldivision. . These Loyalists having previously fled from French Laws to
Province, the infililthe Upper Districts of the Province of Quebec, were not unwilling to
t sixty-five thou ave aseparate Civil Government, leaving the Subjects of British des-
f Rome, and evjillicent in the Lower Districts to be domineered over by a faction, arm-
of laws, by whidilled by the British Parliament, with an authority (which has gradually
ed and orderciflibeen turned against the views and interests of the Empire.

} q/'('amuln ? Mear<time, the increasing importunity of the English part of the
actice of Courfillcommunity, which had settled under the faith of the Proclamation of
—The prol'vs.sio: he year 1763, had prevailed upon the British Cabinet to take the
| ; and its Clerg@Petition*of the year 1784 into serious consideration, and frame a free
s and rights, wit@lConstitution, including a Legislative Council in a permanent form,
pss the said reifiliand a House of Assembly renewable quartennially, for this extensive
year of the reigiiliand peculiarly circumstanced part of the Continent of North America,
he new subjects Jillestined by nature, in spite of le-islative blunders, to be a powerful
nish religion (IkgEmpire, fit to contain a hardy population of many millions of souls.
ad, together with We now come to review the Act 81 Geo. 111, cap. 81.

* their civil righf@ll In examining this Act—commonly called the Constitutional Act—
Viajesty and subfithe consideration of what has been omitted may prove still more im.
in; and it is fa rtant than of what has been enacted ; and we shall, therefore, begin
tive to propertipy stating some imprudent omissions which are almost unaccountable,

nada, as the ruk
varied or altere
suncil, nppuinu * It is worthy of remark that, instead of serving the intended purpose, this extra-
prdinary measure forced upon the conscience of his late Majesty, George 111, of
blishing Popery in a British dependency, furnished fresh means of strengthening
revolutionary leaders, and added religious to political fanaticism in the minds of
be American people,— This result is particularly worthy of the attention of the phi.
ophical historian,

onsidering the ample information respecting the state of the Pro-

reprehensible ;
jan Leaders to reb
ng existed in Cao
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vinee, which Ministers asserted to have been collected for their s,
during Mr. Pitt's administration, which had already lasted seven year,
Those Ministers had reason to know that the 14th Geo. 111. cap. 83,
commonly called the Quebec Act, organized and concentrated tle
power and population of the French Canadians under the feudal te.
nure; and that, unless some decisive enactment for the encourage.
ment of settlers on the lands granted in free and common soceage, o
Fnglish tenure, were introduced into this Constitutional Act, the basi
of a monopoly of power running counter to English laws, language ang
characteristics, would be lnid in the proposed House of Assembly for
Lower Canada, which, if not a complete Oligarchy, must merely re.
present the sixty-five thousand persons and their descendants, pro.
fessing the religion of the Church of Rome, as described in the pre.
amble to the former Act. The Ministers of the day ought als t
have known, that the ninth section of the Act 14 Geo. IIL cap. 83,
intended, apparently, to protect the Settlers on the English tenure.
grants frem French laws, had been suffered to remain a dead letter,
and they were thus surely bound in honor to make at least some pro.
vision in the new Act for facilitating the participation of such Set.
tlers in Lower Canada, in the exercise of the powers conferred on the
popular branch of the new Legislature. But a silence, savouring u
much of intrigue as of mere official negligence, was preserved on this
topic in the Ministerial speeches, which slurred and hurried over the
whole matter. Whether the offspring of Provincial intrigue or of cul.
pable neglect and ignorance, the defect is not less glaring of any de.
claration of the principle so necessary in colonization, that the repre.

sentation of the people should be n’gn'/nlrd by the joint consideration of

numbers and territorial exient, thus providing for the progress of new
settlements, and encouraging those swarms, which good policy might
have conducted from the hive of native population, to be amalgamat.
ed with the enterprising loyalists and British emigrants, and rendered
capable of exercising, with moderation and intelligence, the privilege:
of a free constitution. Nor was this defect in the enactment for a di.
vision into counties repaired in practice by the arrangements of Licu.
tenant Governor Clarke and his Council, who seem to have been sa-
tisfied with dividing on the sole principle of actual population, and
doing nothing for Englishmen or the English language, except giving
English names to Counties wholly inhabited by a people speaking
French. It was owing partly to this mismanagement that the late
House of Assembly neither represented the property, the territorial
extent, the varied population, nor the commercial interests of theTo-
lony. The representation has, in fact, been hitherto confined to the
French Seigniories, or lands, held under the feudal tenure, forming a
narrow strip of land along the banks of the St. Lawrence; while the
Townships, granted under the English tenure of free and common
soccage, exceeding the seigniories in extent, and containing one eighth
of the whole population of the Province, have not a single voice in the
House of Assembly. And among those extraordinary omissions in the
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1 for their use [ onstitutional Act which have rendered the popular branch incom-
ed seven yean, petent, may be mentioned the silencespreserved respecting a qualifi-
. 111 cap. 83, [lcation of property, in the persons eligible to serve as Members in the
meentrated the [lHouse of Assembly. Owing to this unrepaired defect, we have
' the feudal te. en many poor Knights and Burgesses sent to Parliament, who
the encourage. [llhave repeatedly attempted to introduce the republican practice of
ron soceage, o [illgiving daily pay to Legislators. This omission was considered by
| Act, the basi Jllithe Legislature of Upper Canada, so contrary to the analogics of
8, language and [ilithe British Constitution, that one of the early Acts of that body esta-
f Assembly o iblished a qualification, which, however, was so low as to admit Mem-
st merely re. Jllbers inclined to support the practice before mentioned, of awarding
scendants, pro. Jillpecuniary compensation for Legislative service.
bed in the pre. We might extend this subject of omissions very far, judging from
» ought alen to [ilevents, but we desire to deal fairly with the memory of the great men
0. I11. cap. 83, Jlwho were cor.cerned in the passage of the Constitutional Act, which
[inglish tenure. wholly silent as to the means of securing a permanent revenue for
1 a dead letter Jlhe support of his Majesty’s Government, and the administration of
least some pro. Jilustice within the Province,—the employment of the English language
n of such Sct.Jils the text of the laws, and other matters essentially requisite to
onferred on the Jilibromote British Colonisation, and preserve this country to the British
e, savouring as JERrOWn.
eserved on this il We, Sherefore, proceed to the enactments, leaving for the present
arried over the sins of omission, with the view of describing such sins of commis-
rigue or of cul- fiilon as lhcx_ may bq fon'nfl to contain. By the second section, the
wing of any de.[ifrovince of Quebec is divided, and a Legislative Council and House
that the repre i Assembly for each division respectively is enacted, forming, with
consideration of e King's Representative, a semblance of the British Constitution.
rogress of new lllﬂl"kt‘(l change of the policy and language of the Proclamation of
»d policy might 763 is here obsfcrvul)lc : speaking of the House of Assembly intend-
be amalgamat. il for the Province of Quebec, East Florida, West Florida, and the
i, and renderedJipland of Grenada, the Proclamation says, that such Assemblies shall
t, the privileges ake laws, as near as may be agreeable to the laws of England ; while
stment for a di-JPe Act 31 Geo. III. cap. 81, proceeding on the principle of the
wments of Licu Jrench law being restored, enacts that the Provincial laws shall be
o have been sa-Jerely not repugnant to the said Constitutional Act ; thus, it must be
opulation, and lowed, consistently enough, discarding all analogy with English civil
» except giving " from the Legislative system of Lower Canada. The thind section
seople speaking RS the lowest numbers which shall compose the Legislative Coun-
it that the late laqd i&sscmbly of both Provinces, leaving us to infer a power in the
. the territoril ovincial Parliament to increase the number of Members of the
rests of the@o- Jouse of Assembly, in accordance with the increase of settlements and
confined to the pulation, besides the undoubted exercise of the King's prerogative
nure, forming s [l *mmoning additional Legislative Councillors; the Members of
wnce: while the Jl§ which !uttcr body are appointed for life. Here also we find a basis
se and common ¥ an aristocracy, with titles of honour, attempted to be provided,
ining one eighth t whu'h. the division of property, under the French law, will render
ngle voice in the EALOTY in Lower Canada ; where the rights of primogeniture, so ne-
ymissions in the J#sary for the establishment of a permanent landed aristocracy, do
B
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not exist.  This enactment, indeed, is glaring proof ol ‘hf' ignoranc
of its supporters, and forms a vftrll‘ungl mwnml_v na :.‘.n.\uln'u;nluu
which is, in other respects, so defective in prnnpv(;tnvv policy 1 Iu)_"u!.
ing to ,n-uvidv Jor the immqhnlr wfu_:l.t :‘:/. a new ('m‘a'ulh_ll. and making
,n:nvi.n'mc for the characteristic vanities of an old Sociely. e Gere
Section 14 contains the unlhur'lty to h.v dvlygulml}n ! 'n- ioverna,
for the purfmnc. of dividing thv. said Province into Distric lu._( <.mu|ul-\‘
Circles, Towns and ‘Townships, and declaring and l||)|m|||t|f|g the
number of Members of Assembly to !w chosen by .vm'h rvnpv(lllwly,
but this was executed without any ol tI.unw extensive and slmvr‘unun.
like views, which ought to have tlinlmgi!mlwd_lh‘v personage (‘l{l\lll‘lhlt'(l
with setting ‘in motion the new nmclu.m- nl‘ (lf)\'(‘rlllll\‘lllf.l . .(-.n.
conquest, such as a little I.‘ulu.ml or Province, is fully peop ‘.‘ , O1 '|l\“ re.
ly held as a military post, it 1s of less consequence that its {mpu ation
should be assimilated to that of the conquering power; ut, whey
the extent of the country, and the natural course of human uﬂmlnN
destine a conquest, such as '('x.\mu\u. to support an n'mmtnml- ||m|'-|(|'.|.
tion, whose |n-cjm|iu's Or opinions must (;\'vnlu.ully (unll;n: ‘l I .T»
vernment, it becomes the duty of nvlit prvlcrvnhnu lI!nt the ¢'m'u||’m.
ing power should take carly and decisive! measures for ||"||'p|n'“m|k n..
national characteristics upon the new conquest =Dy pub m-m‘ng‘ u‘\\\l
and diffusing education and knm?'h-dgv in the qugnug;s ‘l,ll !qul oo
quero introducing and encouraging the settlement of o (| Su ;j‘|“.‘
mufnfllw new, and employing every means of enlightened anc ‘n;.
nevolent policy to produce a ‘lllu(ll.xl.l sympathy, by s«tllcmng url “,.'.:'
terating every remembrance nl'hnatlhly._uml creating common u‘ )ject
of ambition and noble emulation, consistent with |_lw pcrumnlun l|‘i
terests and welfare of the \".}l\piﬂ\ at large. .ll;n‘mg.llul‘s a T(.-lr'tu
to a priaciple which, in an .l‘\'ll hour, was _|uut slgh.t of, in t n.- (|3n ",Il:
nary arrangements for the introduction of a Repr vm-m.utllva(‘ Jove
ment into Lower Canada, we proceed in our review of the "Hmnlu
tional Act, and observe, that through twenty sections, regulating l‘\
mode of election, and describing the Voters and ( andidates, no ('l‘\.l(]l
ment is found calculated to prevent th.v entire ascendancy ol "|
French Canadian Inhabitants of the Seigniories over the rest ":. Iu
Majesty's Subjects, or to ensure to the Executive (|-uvv|:;3‘|-.u-nt. nl \;
Majesty, a single adherent in the House ol Assembly. This _wunu
procuuiinn would hardly be pu(d.mmbl.c in giving a (‘uns(:tul:m‘\ u :
homogeneous population n(-'l}ruuh origin ; but its ?olxsgcll{(lu\(‘;‘s:”
-the present vase of legislating for a people chiefly Lump(l)mlc (.' '|| .
sons differing in manners, habits, customs, n‘llgl(m,' mul m;;,lu..hi
from the British nation, threaten to destroy every rationd umu q,ll'
mate object of colonisation ;-one of which is fo raise r;p fx'tw;r u(‘:{“;
prcscﬂalivt of the Mother Country, willing to receive t;v ins “,‘1“‘. “
and to afford every assistance, for the accommodalion of ‘;; r '.N(l g “,' ,Iw
puld!iur;, in the extensive forests a_ml unlucu_lm’ lands of 1‘4‘1.\‘ f)‘n'”x‘ »
Considering those enactments wul, more unmcd!mc .rch‘r( n'ul’-m; 4
previously concentrated power conferred on the French Canadians,
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of the ignorane

a Constitutioo [llshe establishment of French laws and the ltomish religion by the

» policy, neglec. JQuebec /\(’l..\w. perceive that !Iu- almost universal l.mll'rugv extended
try, and making by the ('mmnl}m.mm‘l AT" to this part of the population, must u-n‘(l to
ly. crpvnmlc their inclination to be a separate ln'nph-, and to direct
o the Governor, llthem in choosing RRepresentatives, pledged to maintain this favorite
tricts, Countie, pbject ; nml_u N('rn“ulmm attention to the redemption of this pledge
appointing the Jllhas never fuiled to insure the re vlv}‘!inn of the old Members ;
ich respectively, Bllof whom already consider their political power and functions
v and statesmun. [lGovernment as thus secured during their natural lives.  On this point,
onage entrustel flindeed, we chiefly rest our hypothesis of the monopolising ambition of
iment. . When JJlihe French Canadian Leaders in the House of Assembly. In these
weopled, or mere. flnactments, lll!ll in the pq-(-u.liur characteristics, and insu“:uing preju-
at its population@Mices of the Electors, we find the text, while the measures of the

many
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wch Canadians, !

lected facilitate the comment of our doctrine on this important sub-
ot, fraught with danger to British Colonisation and Ascendancy in
his Country.  But, before descending to the particular acts, imli('nting
he purposes of the elected, we shall describe, in general terms, the ef-
cts of the present Constitution upon the spirit and disposition of the
reat majority of the Electors, Partly from Incapacity to apprvri&w
d exercise the political power with which they had been invested,
pd partly from some remaining deference for their English Fellow
bjects, they used their ascendancy at first with moderation; but
it disposition was not of long continuance ; and, so carly as the se-
nd election, in the year 1796, it yielded to the inveterate anti-Bri-
sh and antiscommercial prejudices, by which, under the im:r(-uuing
ncitement of* their Leaders, they have not ccased to be actuated,
uting some years, while many sanguine and active British Capital-
ts heartily combined in exercising that influence which their fortunes
d their means of giving favors and employment, produced upon a
asantry gencrally poor, a few Members fi iendly to the British and
lercantile interests were chosen ; but when the native Leaders,
Lawyers and Notaries, ) by looking on, had obtained some
dge of the game, those interests were quickly undermined
humiliating

know-
; and it is
fact that, notwithstanding vigorous efforts renewed at in-
rvals, the Dritish und Mercantile Minority has dwindled to insignifi-
ncy, exhibiting in various Sessions of recent Parliaments, the alarm-
g case of the Provincial Administration being supported, in rights
id measures absolutely necessary for its beneficial existence, by on-
three Members, out of the fifty which compose the popular branch
the Legistature.  This point guined in the steady march towards
pmplete uscendancy, uml('r the banners of a vicious Constitution,
s now apparently enabled the French Canadian Leaders to dictate
ms to his Majesty's Representative and to the Colonial Depart-
ot of the Imperial Government ; and if we could suppose the ac-

ptance of these terms, we could have no doubt but the triumphant
ajority would speedily contrive the means of making the whole Pro-
ce contribute to the wealth and permanent power of themselves

d their friends. That the Leaders in question flatter themselves
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with having a nearer prospect than ever of this cons.\lrr\11lat;1onm\:;§“cim:
not doubt, and that they will not _be scrupulouis Ls tol jehistork- “i'
obtaining their ends we feel clonvmced, not only by t,}n' st h).“o‘
parties in other countries, but likewise by that reY.lew,w {1?[. el “h(‘
recently taken of the most remarkable steps c\'uu.‘m‘gi am l))l"l( p n i
House of Assembly, and which we shall now proceed to bring before
our readers, with all due deference to their judgment.

The first House of
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ation we can-
the means of
he history of
‘hich we have
abition in tho CHAP. II.
» bring before

A. D. 1792-1794.

The first House of Assembly.—1Ils composition and the consequences of being
formed entirely on the principle of actual population, insuring French
Canadian Ascendancy.—Practical inconveniencies of the Act 31 Geo. I11.
Cap. 31.—Tke tmportant omission of not prescribing that the Minutes of
Proceedings showuld be in the English language only.—Provident conduct of
the Congress of the United Slates contrasted with thisomission.— First Ses-
sion ‘opened by Li. Gov. (Clarke.—The choice of Mr. Panet as Speaker,
though unfit to express himself in the native language of the Sovereign.—
Debate upon this choice of a Speaker, with the names of the Members in fa-
vor of a Speaker acquainted with both languages.—First Proceedings to re-
cover the Jesuils’ Estates, reserved by the Crown.—Decorum preserved in the
House and the cause of its moderation.—Reflections arising from the imme-
diate operation of the new Constitution in perpetuating the ascendancy of
French laws, language, and characteristics.—The Members chiefly occupied
with framing Rules and Regulations for the proceedings of the House. —One
Money Bill only passed, to provide for the payment of the Salaries of the
Officers of both branches of the Legislature. —Abortive attempt by the Majo-
rity to record prefatory Speeches on Motions in the Journals of the House.
—Deluston of the Minorily as to the ¢ffects of the new Constitution.—Second
Session opened by Lord Dorchester, the Governor General.—His Speech to
bath Houses, flattering the popular branch.—The Judicature Bill.—The Mi-
litia Bill.—The Bill for regulating Aliens.—The man@uvre of the Majori-
ty to delay or defeat the measures propused by the Executive or Legislative

Couneily by causing adjournments from want of the ordinary Quorum, bea
ing 17 Members.—Reflection on this man@uvre, indicaling a gentleness of

manner, which was afterwards abandoned.

Our review of the most remarkable steps evincing ambition in
the Leaders of the House of Assembly, may conveniently contain
brief notices of the most important measures of the Legislature and
sovernment, chronologically arranged; but this will be considered
econdary to the main object of enquiry;—for the attainment of which,
t will be proper to decide on particular epqchs, not entirely confin-
ng them to the duration of one Assembly.

The first epoch, however, we wish to comprehend the first House
f Assembly, during which the natural operation of the Constitution
ind the first dawnings of that ambition, which has only recently reach-
d its noontide altitude, are discernable.

The first House of Assembly, summoned by Lieutenant *Gove
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ernor Clarke, met on the 17th December, 1792, and was prorogue|
by him on the 9th May, 1793.

The R(*prcsenmﬂon, as already mentioned, baving been entirely re.
gulated on the principle of actual population, the French Canadians,
notwithstanding their comparative ignorance of the management of
free government, returned thirty-five Members from among them.
selves, out of the fifty which (umpmcd the whole popular branch,
leaving for the lmfrlnsh an influential Minority of fifteen, consisting
chlif’) of 10Gp((mh|c merchants and traders, deeply interested in the
advancement of the country, and in the developement of its commer.
cial resources.

The inconvenience of the Act 31 Geo. III. cap. 81, containing the
same Constitution for two Provinces, widely differing in the origin an{
disposition of their respective population, was experienced by the Mi
nority before mentioned, at the commencement of this Session,
However politic and desirable, the Act in question had not enacted
that the minutes of proceedings in the Assembly should be recorded
in the native language of the Sovereign;* and, by this negligence,
the Members were left without any éfectual stimulus to acquire the
English language, or to study Precedents of Legislative proceed:
ings, agreeably to the practice of the Dritish Constitution, i their
original dress, being tempted on the contrary to trust to translations,
on subjects requiring the greatest nicety of discrimination. We do
not here allude to translations used merely as a means of acquiring 1
language, but to that characteristic propensity of establishing French
as the text and standard of Canadian Legislation and Legislative pro-
ceedings. The Majority, in obedience to this propensity and to the
narrow view of personal convenience, obtained the expensive record of
the proceedings of the Assembly in the French language ; and the
uniform tendency of its measures has been to turn English law and
politics into French, instead of accommodating the rest of his Majes
ty's Subjects with translations of Erench law into English. The Par
liament of Great Britain neglected the policy of stimulating the new
Subjects to the study of constitutional law in its original sources, while
the .whole tendency of the Canadian legislation and practice is to
force Englishmen to study French, and in no small degree to become
Frenchmen, and coalesce with the Nation Canadienne. The next cir-
cumstance worthy of remark is, that though the Majority of this first
and best House of Assembly professed great eagerness to draw con-
stitutional information from English sources, they, nevertheless, did

ture was duly provided for by the Congress of the United States, when, in com
pliance with their Treaty with France, they admitted the Territory of Louisian,

stitution of the United States, that is to say, in the English language.

not elect as their Speaker or oracle of constitutional law, an English-
* Itis not unworthy of remark here, that an important arrangement of this na
chiefly inhabited by a French population, into their Confederation. The Act of

Congress on the occasion, enacted that all minutes of proceedings in the Senate,
Courts and Legislature should be exclusively recorded in the language of the Cone
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[cman,

man, as they might have done, well versed in both languages, but they
was prorogucl [lchose a French Canadian, who, in the usual ceremonial of induc-
tion into office, declared to the Governor that he could only express
reen entirely re. Wl imself in the primitive language of his native country. This practice
nch Canadians, lllof choosing a French Canadian as a Speaker, has been uniformly fol-
anagement ofy owed ; and the verbal communications of the House of Assembly
among them. [llwith an English Governor, have always grated his ear with a foreign

opular branch, [illsccent.*
een, (‘()HS!‘%M':

iterested in the * This affair of the choice of a Speaker of the first House of Assembly is so im-
of its commer- portant, that we shall here give a particular account of its management.

The minority appear to have desired time for deliberation, but the majority had
wade up their minds on the subject, and with difficulty allowed a delay from the

, containing the vening of Monday till Tuesday, at 10 o’Clock, A M.

1 the origin and Mr. Dunicre proposed J. A. Panet, Esq., as Speaker, and was seconded by Mr.
ced I)y the Mi. JilDebonne, who stated that Mr. Panet possessed a fundamental knowledge of the

f this Session, junicipal lal\v of the country, which rendered him peculiarly qualit:wd for the office.
Mr. M‘Gill proposed William Grant, Esq., as Speaker ;—he said that an essen-
jal qualification in the Speaker was a perfect knowledge of the English and French
3 nguages, without whicli in that House, where some Members understood no En-
this ncghgcnce, lish, and others spoke no French, the business without the ready instruction of the
3 to a(‘quil'(* the peakf'r, wn_u'ld .I)e gomir'mully ' retarded ;—that Mr. DPanet’s deficiency and Mr.
lative Pm(‘(\(,d_ rant’s qualification in this particular were equally.wcll known ; that the latter had
tution. @ (hek knowledge .cqual to that of any other person 'in ll.le laws of the C()Auntry-—an.d
2 . . om long residence, was well acquainted with its loeal interests ; that his former si=
to translations, pation in the service of Government, gave him the kunowledge of forms and the ha-
ration. Wedo tsrequired for conducting public business; and in fine, taking all Mr. Grant's
s of u(,‘quiring 3 ualifcations together, he considered him the fittest person to be Speaker of the
slishing French [iiitouse. . . .
Legislative pro Mr. I)nmhourgeq. seconded the motion. Mr. Bv(.lanl s:.ml that Mr. Panet knew
Lo ough of the English language to conduct the public business.
nsity and to the Mr, Richardson observed that it was not a smattering knowledge of either lan-
ensive record of age that could enable the Speaker to do justice to the House in mutual explana-
guage ; and the ons between M.mnber\:, in translating m(':liuns and other papers, and in commu-
English law and cations with lllvs. A\'IEIJR'\'y‘B chr('s&’ll[d(lVt‘——-”l..l! the transactions l)cl‘wvel.'! the
st of his leljf‘i- szdkvr and the King s Representative, should be in the language of the Empire, to
‘ e A lich we had the happiness to belong, whatever might be the language of debate in
g I'he Par- g, [ouse. .
u]zltmg the new Mr. P. Louis Panet.said, “ To solve the question, I will ask whether this Colo-
il sources, w hile ny is, or is not, an English Colony ? what is the language of the Sovereign, and
d przmticc is to R of the Logl?lnlure from whom we hold thol ('u.nsl'ltulmn vwhwh assembles us this
day? what is the general language of the Empire ? what is that of one part of our
- . [ fellow subjects ? what will that of the other and of the whole Province be at a
: The m‘?(t CIr* B certain epoch? It is my opinion that there is an absolute necessity that the Cana-
ity of this first il dians in course of time adopt the English language, as the only means of dissi-
ss to draw con-Jlpating the repugnance and suspicions which the difference of language would
ievertheless, did keep up bx"lween people united by circumstances an'd necessitated to ]i\'(."(\',,:t:-
aw, an Enghsh }her; but in expcclalloi\ of the accomplishinent o!' this happ_\" change, I think it
is but decent that the Speaker, on whom we may fix our choice, be one who can
express himself in Knglish when he addresses himself to the Representative of
our Sovereign." h
In the course of the debate, Mr. Dapineau having ‘said that he understood
Lsome objection lay against Mr. Grant’s election, and Mr. Debonne adding that
Petition was actually signed by a number of the Electors of the Upper Town of
ucbee against bis return, Mr, Grant said he had heard of no such Pctition—nor
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This firet Session was further remarkable by a Petition from the
County of Quebee, praying the Assembly to use means for |)lm-mg
the property of the late Order of Jesuits at the disposal of the Pr.
vincial Legislature, and applying it to its original destination, whi
was alleged to be the support of colleges and seminaries for the edy.
cation of the natives of Canada.  On this subject, an Address to hiy
Majesty was voted on the 11th of April, 1793, the result\of which wi|
be hercafter mentioned.  ‘The remains of the ol Frenc peliteney,
and a laudable deference to their fellow subjects kept up decorum iy
the proceedings of the Majority during this Session ; but the natun
operation of the new Constitution must already have struck every ma
of ubservation, and induced him to anticipate its tendency to. giveq
complete ascendancy to the French Canadians, their laws, languag,
and characteristics in the popular branch of the Legislature, and to en.
courage in their leaders at a future day, that exclusive ambition which
now distinguishes them, and which, if not speedily and cffectually
checked, will make the whole country tributary to their aggrandise
ment, and to the support of their families and dependents.

The time of the Members during the first Session had been so much
occupied with the preliminaries of legislation, including the adoption o
Rulesand Regulations for proceedings, that only eight Acts were pass
cd, consisting chiefly of temporary prolongations of previous ordinance

was he aware of any ground of complaint against his election ; but if the present al.
legations should have any weight with the Members, he would, in such case, recom
mend the attention of the House to Mr. M‘Gill, who was master of the language,
and in every respect better qualified than he, or perbaps than any other Member, 1
fill the office of Speaker,

Mr. Lees then, alluding to a precedent in the TTouse of Commons of Great Bri.
tain, moved that Mr. MtGill be elected Speaker of the House, which being secondd
by Mr. Grant, Mr. Walker anticipating an objection to Mr. M*Gill from his being
an Executive Councillor, moved that Mr. Jordan be elected Speaker of the House=
which motion was carried.

Afier a long debate and much desultory conversation, the original question wa
finally put, * That Mr. J. A, Panet be elected Speaker of this House," when the
appeared for the question.....28

Against, ... SS—

,Majority for Mr. Panet..10

Mr. Panet was then conducted to the Chair by several Members.

The following are the names of Members who voted against Mr. Panet, and wh
may be considered to have been in favor of having a Speaker perfectly acquainied
with both languages : —

Messrs. Salaberry,

“  Dambourges,

P. Louis Panet,
James M‘Gill,
Grant,
Frobisher,
Lester,
Young,
Macnider,

Messrs. O'Hara,
Walker,
Coffin,
Richardson,
Jordan,
Todd,
Lynd,
Lees,
Barnes.
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|l.1 ' or

of the Governor and Legislative Council, under the Act 14 Geo. 111,
cap. 83, One Money Bill, however, was passed, 33 Geo. 111, cap 8,
entitled, ““ an Act to establish a Fund for defraying the Salaries of the
«Officers of the Legistative Council and Assembly, together with the
«eontingent expenses thereof,” whichis the more worthy of being men-
tioned, because the revenue derived therefrom, has been lavishly ap-
p,-(,pm.mrm the expenses of the House of Assembly ; the ularming
encrease of which will hereafter be noticed.

It has been plausibly asscrted, that if the habits of business pos-
sessed by some of the English Members had not interfered, the ah-
surdity of the experiment of conferring power on the French Canadian
Majority would have been shown in a convincing light this first Ses-
gion; and one little fuct tends strongly to support this assertion,
pamely, that some of the Leaders insisted upon having a long speech,
under the disguise of a preface to a motion, recorded in the Journals
of the Assembly. This was checked by the minority ; and the Gov-
ernment was thus deprived of the means of contemplating a full
Jength picture of the sentiments and designs of the Majority. The
cry of the Minority was—*“ Let us all put our shoulders to the wheel, and

t the English Congtitution have a_fuir trial among Frenchmen.” Be«
evolence or vanity in some, expectation of office in others, all the
psions combined at the moment to cover the defects of the Congti-
ution ; and the Lieutenant Governor in his Speech at the close of the
ession, assisted in concealing from the public, the waste of time which
ad taken place, A reference to our preceding remarks will convince
very unprejudiced mind that the Acts 14 Geo. IIL. cap. 83, and 31,
seo. I11. cap. 31, both combining to form the Constitution, are a mere
putward semblance of the British Constitution, and that the circum-
tance of their being founded upon the re-establishment of French
pws, and the endowment of the Romish religion, renders the pre-
ended resemblance and analogy to the British Constitution a com-
lete delusion, so far as Enghshmen and their descendants are con-
erned.

The first Session of the Assembly had only proceeded on Finance

far as the feeling of self-preservation suggested, by providing a fund

r the contingent expenses of the new Legislature; but a new scene
as presented to the Members next Session, which was opened by
is Excellency the Governor in Chief, Guy Lord Dorchester, with a
ost gracious speech, peculiarly flattering to the popular branch, in
hich he intimated that detailed accounts of the Provincial Revenue
 the Crown would be laid before them, but that no subsidy would
erequired, till deliberation during the present Session had enabled
em to mature their plans for a financial system, suited to the cir-
mstances of the Province. The establishment of Courts of Jus-
ce and of a Militia Law was particularly pressed upon the attention
I both branches of the Legislature ; and the Addresses in reply were
bplete with loyalty to the King, and compliment to his Representative.
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This Sesxion was remarkable for industry, owing, in some measure,
to the prospect of places and salaries, which the Judicature and Mil;.
tin Bills held forth; and the pasvage of the Alien Billy or Aet for the
better |m'ﬂu\ulmn of his Majesty's Government, conferred  powers
on the Executive which evineed confidence in ite moderation.

W e shall mention one incident of this Sesgion, rather on account

of its Riving rise to a favorite manceuvre of the Majority, than on ac.
count ol its intringic importance, A Member, belonging to the Mi.
nority, having obtained leave of nlm mee, and heing about to quit the
Provinee, was arrested on an action of debt, which alleged breach of
Parliamentary privilege gave rise to warm and lnng debates, con.
ducted with much ability,  The Speaker himselfy in his capacity of
Advocate, had sucd out the writ, and was naturally unwilling to ac
knowledge any offence by having thus acted ; while, on the other
hand, several of his usual supporters ko highly valued the privilege
claimed, of freedom from arvest, that he was finally obliged to suc.
cumb and make an apology to the House.  This affair had been be.
fore the House from the 27th November till the 2d January 3 and its
decision had been protracted by the manwuvre of Members abrenting
themselves \\ulmut leave, and obliging the House to adjourn for want
of a quorum, call of the House for the 20th January at length
brought the husim‘n to issue, and a Resolve was passed making re-
ference to the practice of the Commons of Great Britain, and declar.
ing the persons of Members free from arrest, by civil process.  The
individuals concerned in the arrest were voted guilty of a breach of
wivilege, and forced to make submission and apology at the bar of the
fouse. This occasion gave rise to another Resolve, namely, ¢ That
“in all unprovided cases, resort shall be kad to the rules, usages, and
« forms of the Parliament of Great Britain, which shall be followd
“until the House shall fl:ml Sit to make a rule or rules u])plu able b
«“ such unprovided cases.”

From t{uo means before mentioned employed to defeat, or at leas
delay, the question of privileges, we perceive that the French Canads
ans were as yet only prepared to assert their supremacy, suaviter in m
do, and this mancuvre of producing an adjournment for want of
quorum, was the favorite defensive measure till the majority con-
pletely threw off the mask during the administration nﬂ Sir James
Craig; when the proposal of paying the Civil List was urged upon hi
Majesty’s Government, and the prospect of binding and controling
the Provincial Executive in all cases whatsoever dazzled the views
the lawyers and notaries, and other native leaders of the “ Nali

Canadienne.”

This second Session of the first House of Assembly was closed with a ver
complimentary speech by Lord Dorchester, on the 3lst May, 1794 ; and six Bil
were passed, of which one, the Judicature Bill, was reserved for the significatio
of his Majesty's pleasure, and only became a law the 11th of Deeember, 1794,
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IN prm‘mwlin;z to trace the progress of the ambition of the Leader British Goverm
of the late Houses of Assembly, we shall have oceasion to notice the many years befi
abortive efforts of the British and commercial minority to obtain some e ,'mi,j.»p( L 80
a0 fur as regarded the feadal te. tha House of A
nure of lands and its petuliar burthens, by which the natural-eflocty of innovation, di
of trade in the encrease of buildings and improvement of" the soil, Buta differen
were materially checked,  The tenacity evineed by the I'rench Cana considered sullic
dian Leaders on this point during the Segsion, ol which we are about to cuniary support
treat, proves that they consideed it a most important means of se. vote for a Supp!
curing the monopoly of power to themselves, and to the * Nation Can. ation was made
adienne ;' —it was roserved, however, for their more bold successors this Session. T
to attempt, at a future day, in the administration of Lord Dalhousie ling, added to ti
to overturn the English, and extend the feudal tenure, with its anti Parliament, prey
commercial burthens and old French laws, to every part of Lower Cas casual and territ
pada, in defiance of the letter ahd spirit of British Legislation, for the use of tl

The third Session of what, for the first time, was this year called, preventing the di
by Lord Dorchester, the Provincial Parliament, was opened by his unconstitutional
];(\nlsl\ip with a most gracious Speech, sth January, 1795, followed the House of As
up by a variety of Messages recommending the well ordering of the (Council ; whose
Finances and Police of the Country. Governor and A

The extensive influence of the French revolutionary principles dur. putes.
jng the previous year, had alarmed all who had a large stake in the The influence
Country—and an Association entered into for the support of his Majes gion, in obtaining
ty's Government had, for the moment, united all men of property and portant arrangein
n\itignted party spirit. This Session, therefore, was (‘(mfitlvrv(l @ pro- Session by the re
pitious season by the English Seigneurs and other Proprietors, for ob. tom Duties levieq
taining some modifications of the feudal tenure; and they were Lower and Uppe
go sanguine of eventual success, that they had made private agree [ilfeeling, it require
ments with new Settlers from the United Statessfor the commutation British Parliamen
of all the burthens except cens et rentes, resolving the whole into + Jlfor depriving itsel

The efforts of an’ influentia Jlgally imported int

moderate and immutable ground rent.
Minority, after much debate and delay, at length prevailed on the @By this first agree
1 March, ¢ to consider art of the net pro

House of Assembly to go into committee, 2
the laws, customs, and usages in_force in this Province, relative to thilibe imposed, by th
tenure of lands, and the rights derived therefrom.”  On this occasion, The expectatiol
the Chairman, as a matter of form, reported progress, and obtained lRdvantage from 1
Jeave to sit again; but it soon appeared that the Majority would not @ession, by the co
. consent to make the slightest sacrifices to what they called the cupi- Jillress of grievance:
\ dity of English Landholders, and the prejudices of American Settlers; lrade. The purpc
omise, the affair was allowed to pass into oblivion, JRion of certain occ

\ by a sort of compr
and no report on the subject was ever made. The proposed enquiry Jilluties on Licenses

into the feudal tenure was perfectly consistent with the views of the Bubjected to the c«

yhich had becom

® The frequent change of Governors in this Province, has afforded opportunitie st houses, and li
to the French Canadian Majority to revive amtitious projects repeatedly defeated; arty spirit ’

and it is worthy of remark, that in the second year of every new administration, . i pirit Increas

ter a careful study of the Governor's character, a suitable selection of claims incom: [ nw.
patible with the prerogatives of the Crown and with the existence of British ascendas- The Improvemet
huch advanced by

cy are brought forward.

/

modifications of the old iench law,
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{ the Leaden British Government, and with those of Lord Dorchester, who had,
to notice the many years before this Session of the new Legislature, recommended
y obtain some m ';"i'i""' ¢ 80 that the present failure was considered decisive ; and

the feudal te. the House of Assembly was not troubled with any farther measures
wtural=eflocty ot'lmm'\‘nliun. during his Lordship's administration. _

it ool the soll But a difference of opinion on one or more points was not yet
IFrench Cana considered sullicient to prevent the most decisive measures for the pe-

e are aboutty cuniary support of the Civil Government within the Province.  The
moeans of se vote for a Supply to his Majesty was unanimous, and the appropri-

#« Nation Can ation was made permanent, as were the Dutics of Customs imposed
Id successors this Session. This Supply amounting to Five Thousand Pounds Ster-
d Dalhousie,* ling, added to the produce of the duties imposed by the Imperial
with its anti Parliament, previously to the Act of 18 Geo. 1. cap. 12, and the
of Lower (e casual und territorial revenue of the Crown, granted by his Majesty
lation. for the use of the Province, have recently been the only means of
is year called, preventing the (liuqnln.l ilun of the (im'.mmm.‘nt. in consequence of the
“I'.‘"““l by his unconstitutional condiggns of the Bills of Appropriation passed by
795, followed the House of Assembly, and generally rejected by the Legislative
rdering of the Council ; whose conduct has been wniformly approved of by every

Governor and Administrator since the beginning of the financial dis-

rinciples dur putes. ' o . ‘

e stake in the The influence of the commercial minority was displayed this fes.
t of his Majes sion, in obtaining the approval of the House of Assembly to an im-
! property and portant arrangement, n'uulv l))" (',ummmsu‘nwrn nmmiptwl the previous
iaidered a pro- [ Session by the respective Legislatures, for partitioning the new Cus-
jetors, for ob- Jtom Duties levied at the port of Quebec, between the Provinces of

id they were @ Lower and Upper Canada. At that period of comparatively good
pri\'un" agree [feeling, it required no high handed interference on the part of the
v commutation i British Parliament, to obtain for Upper Canada a just compensation
whole into o [ilfor depriving itself of the natural right of imposing duties on goods le-
an’ influentil ally imported into Lower Cannda, and passing into Upper Canada.
wailed on the Jy this first agreement, the Upper Province was allowed one eighth
«“ to consider art of the net produce of the Custom Duties already imposed, or to
relative to thejilibe imposed, by the Legislature of Lower Canada, on imported goods.
this occasion, The expectations entertained by the country at large, of deriving
and obtained Jilladvantage from the labours of the Legislature, were evinced this
rity would not fillBession, by the confidence with which all classes applied for the re-
alled the cupi- Jliress of grievances, and for the enactment of laws for the benefit of
rican Settlers;Jilrade. The purpose of combining revenue with the salutary regula-
into oblivion, Jon of certain occupations, was effected by an Act granting additional
yposed enquiry illluties on Licenses, by which the conduct of the persons licensed was
e views of thefilBubjected to the controul of the proper authorities ; and many abuses
hich had  become prevalent in houses of public entertainment,

ded opportunitis MBost houses, and liquor sheps, were thus checked for some years, till

eatedly (‘“!*‘““‘:‘fi arty spirit increased and interfered with the impartial execution of
dministration, &l e law.

i incom: ™. ¢ v
giiti‘::xma:r:nd“ The improvement of the manufacture of Pot and Pearl Ashes, was

uch advanced by the Act of this Session, appointing Inspectors of
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that important article of Canadian ckport, and mukiv_u; various enaet. Heness and deee
ments for the enhpneement of its character in the British market, bng adjonrnment
aother Act this same Session, Pot and Pearl Ashes were allowed g aying measures:
bhe iﬂ\lnnh‘&\. free nl'du!_\. from the United States; and a fovndatio u"‘. of the great
was thus laid for the extensivgind beneficial intercourse, which qf “I'his Session,
terwands took place wadgg e commercial treaty between Great B er, 1795, in dis
tain and the United, taf€s of America, which was ratified and be. [Constitution, of
came a law to hoth powers and to their dependencies, in the coure Sllexercise of powe
of the year 1795, _ ‘ nd obtained, in
During this Session, the importang Act for the regulation of Regiv Wilistry in similar
ters of Baptisms, Marviages and Bufials was passed ; and this law, to. In consequenc
gether with the establishment of a Quarantine, for the preservation o lled Kingdom, in
the comntry from the introduction of pestilential discases,” evipeed theiada, in that of
solicitude of the Legislature for the domestic peace, morals and health@embargo 18th M
of the |wnp1\\. ‘ xeepigto Great |
It is worthy of remark,« as forming a complete contrast with recei( Seplember, wi
conduwct. that, of the eleven Acts sanctioned at the end of this Sexort of wheat and
sion, all were permanent Acts except the one for the pegulation neral embargo
Aliens.  The behaviour of the Majority was, in generdl, decorousSvas acknowledged
and particularly respectful to, his Majesty's Representative, whosssed with a pr
messages were received with t\nmlw. and pronup!ly tuken into consylouse of Asseml
(lvr:\li\'n\l No vigthle interference took place with the King's prer percial minority,
gative « " appointing his ofticers, and paying tlwnln uv('m'(Ting to higith the proviso,
judgment of their services; and it any one, pretending to thv_ spirit ada, the trading
prophecy, had said that the French Canadian Leaders of the rising ge fons on the front
neration would bring their constituents into (ll.l'(‘(‘! collision wit ortation of the fl,
the Imperial Parliament on pecuniary aftairs, his prophecy woullilly the way of La
have been treated with scorn, and his person spurned from all decenf@iut it was not dec
society, C monies to  reli
This Session was closed on the Tth of May, after a Speech froggilty, which was lc
Lord Dorchester, replete with approbation of the measures and corfi®lence, and by t}
duct of both Hlonses. 1t is, indeed. too probable that his Lordshiyge subsistence of
prepossessed in favour of the French Canadians, pmti('ipnting ol The measuray Iy
in the delusion common to Englishmen, as to the magical effect on, and which is
the British Constitution in surmounting all difficultics—entertaincd@ntent, and the
Ure fallacious hope, that the semblance of that Constitution, m)dor thqmans ander gome
uncontrolled and sindster influence of French laws and insulatlngp s the Road Act
judices, might, nevertheless, secure the welfare of his 'A‘\luj.v?ty's Subgbd habits of the I
:jvots of Bnglish origin, and uphold th? uscvm!uncy (‘)f Brltlsh‘pnnc lu_nd communic
ples and power throughout the extensive }’rovmcc _nl Lowcr (_ ana time or money -
The period of the third recess of this first Provincial Parliameng@®rty, was, nevert
had been unusually eventful, rendering the measures of this last Sclly, as a préceden
\ sion extremely im'orcsting to the student of the Constitutional Histofilleans, short of opt
rv of Lower Canada. New opportunities were afforded for dqvelo connected in pr
iu'ig the disposition of the Majority, an.d showing the control Whl(‘h‘l defeut, or at lea
popular branch endeavoured to establish over every department of tigggduced to sevente
civil service. ‘ ) ssion of this Bill
The Majority continued their ambitious career, but acted with gengrvice, had not d¢
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¢ various ennct. S eness and (lm'mu't\'. using the expedient hefore mentioned, n.l' produe-
il market, Iy ing mljuurlnm‘ntu |.|?I' want of a l,HHllll'H. and thus s |lm-|lmu in des
were allowed 1o [Baying measures-of improvement, obnoxious to the prejetices and apa-
nd a fovmdation [y of the great bhody of their conatituenta,
yarse, which af. "Ihis Session, which was opened by Lord Dorchester, 20th Novem-
veen Great Bri. [illber, 1795, is distinguished as furnishing the first instance, under the
ratified and be. JConstitution, of an Act of Indemnity reguired by uln-‘lb.u-uliw- for an
s, in the cours [llexercise of power ¢|.m|n‘,r the rece R ¢ and this ranction was fu‘ml !”'."
nd obtained, in strict accordance with the practice of the British Mi-
dation of Regic [lnistry in similar cases. ' o
wnd this law, to. In consequence of the failure of the crops of grain, first in the Unit-
vpreservation of e Kingdom, in the autummn of the year 1794, and next in Lower ("a-
ses, evipeed theflada, in that of 1705, the Governor in Council, proclaimed an
wrals and healthiembargo 18th May, prohibiting the export of wheat, flour and pease,
xeeplgto Great Dritain and her dependencips 3 and again, on the 10th
trast with recet @ September, wholly prohibiting, till the 10th of December, the ex-
nd of this SexJort of wheat and other grain, \\Iu"ntvn l‘lmn' |‘|ml biscui l‘:ur this l,"wt,
he pegulation o eneral embargo only, the nece ssity of obtaining an /\. of lmlmnml'y
wmerd!, decorous s acknowledged ; and the Bill for that purpose was introduced, and
sentative, whoefillssed with a promptitude and unanimity which did honour to the
aken into consifiouse of /.\sm'.lnhl_y. '!'his Act, modified at the instance of the com-
he Kin;:'ﬂ prerod vrr('ml lnmu.rlly. continued ll!(‘ (‘ln'l)fn;:u till st September, l7?fli,
according to hi ith the proviso, that H!(m- nr!u'l(.'s might be ('xpuru’-(l to l"l’l’f"' Ca-
g to the spirito la, the trml.mg posts in the Indian country, »‘m(l his Majesty's gar-
v of the rising gefilsons on the frontiers,  The third section of this Act allowed the im-
t collision witiilortation ul'lln‘v flour of wheat and other ;‘rruiv} from the United States,
prophecy  woullgly the way of Lake ('lnnnpl:.un, and the River Hu'h('ln-u.l or Sorel ;
1 trom all decelfiut it was not deemed (‘le(‘”l(‘lll to appropriate any part of the pub-
> monies to relieve the distresses occasioned by the
v a Speech frongility, which was left to be .miti;{;.m\«l by the (-.\'('l'limm of private bene-
casures and coiblence, fm(l by !l‘u' adoption of potatocs, as an important
yat his Lordsh e ‘mhswtvn('v of the peasantry. . ' . ‘
articipating als The nn‘nm.n‘m.huwvwr, which excited the most (l|<('unx|m! this _S(:;-
magical effect flon, and which is rvm!vrml memorable by the opemngxpreseion of dis-
tios—entertaine@ontent, and the manifestation of a disposition, in the French Cana-
Yution, under thq@ans under some native Leaders, to resist the execution of the |
\d insulating prefias the ll(()u(‘l Act, which, in a variety of w
is Majesty's Sub d habits of th(" peasantry. . de a
of British princ ]u'n(l communication of the country, laying a moderate contribution
f Lower Canad time or money upon the people, for the improvement of their pro-
weial Parliamenigerty, was,‘nevcrthe‘l('ss,.dcpr(-('mc(l by some in the House of Assem-
s of this last Sey, as a précedent for direct taxes of dangerous te ndency. Every
stitutional Histofilleans, short o_f' open vu_)l('n('(', were used by the Members, most closc-
rded for developlill connected in prejudice and interest with the ignorant Cultivators,
control which @il defeat, or at least, delay the measure. The established quorum,

existing scar-

auxiliary to

aws,
ays, disturbed the routine
This law, so interesting to the trade and

department of igduced to seventeen Members, could seldom be obtained for the dis-

ssion of this Bill ; and, if the Executive, from views of the public
it acted with gegrvice, had not decidedly patronised the measure, it must have fallen
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* As much party spirit was called forth in the House and in the Country by }’ef‘fared - prop
Bill, affecting, in no small degree, the election of Members for the next Assembly epend, like t
—we shall subjoin the Yeas and Nays;...on the 31st of March, Mr. Tasche RPPropriau'on.
seconded by Mr. Frobisher, moved that the Bill do pass; whereupon, the House ¢
vided upon the question, and the names were taken down as follows : .. Y Thil contest on th
Messrs. Marcoux, O’ Hara, Todd, Frobisher, Lynd, Ducliesnay, Taschereau, G "6: that we 'h'";i'

Young, Barnes, Lester, Lees and Richardson. and consequent]
Navs, Messrs. J. A. Panet, (formerly Speaker,) De Rocheblave, Boudreau, Grant, De Roch.gl

Berthelot, I Against the ame,
8, R-lchud.on' O'I:

to the ground* The principal opponents, apparently intimidated,
were absent on the final decision: they were those who now, wit
their deseendants, are the most distinguished in resisting every inne.
vation in the peculiarities of their countrymen, and to whom we owg
all the incalculable inconveniences of bad winter roads, caused by the
vicious construction of the common train or cariole. The opponents of
the Road Act, in short, were the men whose spirit induces the pre.
sent Majority to fortify their constituents in prejudices, which ob.
struct the improvement of the country, consoling themselves appa.
rently for their own share of privations, with the contemplation of the
sufferings of Intruders, as they now denominate the inhabitany
of British origin, who have chiefly drawn forth, under every dis
couragement, the resources of the country.

Leaving these peculiarities of the “ Nation Canadienne” to be col.
lected at a future day, to excite the scepticism of the Antiquarians g
the twentieth century, we proceed to notice the progress of other mea
surcs, preferring, however, such as display, in striking colours, the
disposition of the Majority of the first and least formidable House o
Assembly., The zeal and influence of the British and commereid
minority, were sigwalised in both Houses, but many of their projected
laws miscarried, through the jealousy of the Majority. An essay, f
instance, towards a Bankrupt Law, was made in the Legislative Counci
which body passed, and sent down for concurrence, 4th March, a Bil
entitled, «“ An Aet for more effectually securing, and for equally di
tributing among creditors, the estate and effects of persons failing i
trade.”

This Bill, being much required by the state and trade of the cour
try, was very politely received by the Majority ; but, in the course d
the month, while going through the usual stages, some of the Men
bers, learned in the French law, represented that the law of the cour
try formerly comprised certain parts of the Code Marchand of Lou
XIV,, whici, if properly revived, would prevent the necessity of i
troducing the technicalities of the Bankrupt Law of England ; thatt
cessions de biens, cessio bonurum, which compelled the debtor to gi
up all his effects for the benefit of his creditors, stipulating for persor
al freedom only without a discharge, would suit every purpose of ju
tice or mercy, and that it was preposterous to throw behind the
backs the natural law of the country, as restored in the year 177
for the mere gratification of the partialities of a few individuals.

T ————
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bill struggled through this opposition till it was actually committed on
\ : he Tth April: but no progress was made, and Mr. Young, seconded by
‘ho now, with S, Richardson, having moved a recommitment for the 11th April, Mr.
ng every inno- W A Panet, seconded by Mr. Grant, moved in amendment, that the
whom we ove Bk ommitment should be postponed to 5th September next; this
, caused by the endment was carried, and the Bill consequently lost, by the cast-
1e opponents o vote of the Speaker.*  This r¥sult created great disappointment
yducea the pre- B 1o part of the framers of the Bill, who had formed the most san-
ces, which ob-Rkine expectations of its success.

emselves appt- B Among the measures, supported by both sides of the House, was
mplutinn (_)i the I Bill (introduced in thq spirit of the Governor's recommendation to
he in\m\)lml“l‘ mplify the Finances of the Province) for the purpose of consolidating
yder every di-J o one Act, and appropriating to the support of the Administration
Justice and of his Majesty’s Civil Government, the Duties levied

mne’ to be col-SR dor the British Act of Parliament, 14 Geo. 1II. cap. 88, and the
Antiquarians /ugvincial Acts, 83 Geo. 1I1. cap. 8, and the 35th Geo. I1I. cap. 9.
s of other mea-Rilk, course of events, and the rising ambition of the House of Assem -
ing colours, e have proved that this arrangement, obliteratirg every trace of
dable House 'S sower of taxation on the part of the British Parliament, for the
and CO‘“‘“_“C“l rposes of internal revenue, would have been more convenient than
" their projectdSiliic . and we bave, therefore, reason to congratulate the friends of
An essay, [ British connection, that this measure, repeatedly carried to the
jslative Counciy of the throne, has not yet become a law ; and that his Majesty's

y intimidated,

h March, a Bil islers have been too well advised of the tendencies of provincial
for equally dvillicie and ambition, to suffer the support of his Majesty's civil es-
wsons jnlll'lg‘ lishment in Lower Canada, to depend entirely upon the will of the

| Legislature. The British Act, 18 Geo. III. cap. 12, is merely
ade of the coutbyective, restricting the Imperial Parliament from imposing new
in the coursc “gges on the Colonies, for the purpose of revenue ; and by no subtle-
me of the Meollof congtruction .can it be made to interfere with the product and
law of the cOl"Slbronriation of the lofig previous Act, 14 Geo. IIL cap. 88. The
rehand 'uf IA‘“I th is, that the essence of every Colonial Government and connec.
» necessity of I is subordination to the Government of the Empire; and that
‘ngland ; that ey cayil against this impost and its accustomed application, is
1e debtor t0 E"rely symptomatic of the natural desire of all Colonies and Conquests
ating for pers*"Essroximate to independence, and which in North America has, in
urpose of ju*ilvery important instance, been prematurely obtained. It is, how-
sow behind (_h-e I, just to remark, that the substitute offered to his Majesty’s Gov-
| the year 17i ent, by this first House of Assembly, for the Act before mention-
adividuals. S was a permanent law, and that the French Canadian Majority had
yet dared to propose that the support of the Provincial Government
ld depend, like the Mutiny Bill of England, upon an annual vote
appropriation.

the Country by
the next Assembly
h, Mr. Tascheress

upon, the House € . . . ) . .
as follows Y This contest on the subject of English and French Commercial Law, is so in-
Taschereau, Grigpting, that we shall give the names of the voters on the question. For the amend-
» and consequently against the Bill: the Speaker, (Lanaudiére,) J. A. Pa-
Jlave, PBoudreav Grant, .De Rocheblave, Boudreau, Bedard, Berthelot, Duniére and De Sala-
Against the amendment, and for the Bill: Meesrs. Lynd, Lees, Lester,

g, Richardson, O’ Hara, Todd and Macnider.
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The present was such a busy Session, for those Members who hy
not absented themselves for electioneering and other purposes, that v
must pass lightly over the great variety of projects and proceeding
which was brought forward by their zeal for the public servig,
Among the Bills which became laws, and of great benefit to the coup.
try, beside those already mentioned, were—

1. An Act for the greater security of this Province, by the bette
regulation of the Militia thereof, passed in consequence of the speci
recommendation of the Governor in Chief.

2. An Act for the safe Custody and Registration of all Letters P,
tent, whereby any grant of the waste or other Lands of the Crow,
lying within this Province, shall hereafter be made.

8. An Act for better regulating the weights and rates at whid
certain Coins shall pass current in this Province, and for preventing
the falsifying, impairing, or counterfeiting the same.

- Among the projects, showing a laudable desire to promote i
provement, and which, though at the time pronounced pre
ture, were eventually admitted, with suitable modifications, in
the Statutes of the Province, we ought to mention a Bill for e
couraging the cutting of a Canal from Montreal/ to Lachine, anf
a Bill for making a Turnpike Road on a different route from Mo
treal to Lachine; both which were introduced by the same pati

otic and indefatigable individual, who, in the administration of Lo
Dalhousie, has had the satisfaction of seeing the Canal completed
and becoming annually more useful to the trade of both Province
under his superintendance as first commissioner.

This eventful Session, being the fourth and last of the fi
Provincial Parliament, was closed on the 4th May, 1796, with
Speech from Lord Dorchester, in which his Lordship held forth i
example of the present Parliament as worthy of the imitation of
future Legislatures of Lower Canada. An extraordinary extent
unfinished business, chiefly connected with the police of the countr
was left for the next Parliament ; the formation of which, appears
an early part of the Session to have occupied the thoughts of
French Canadian Majority, to the exclusion of the regular perfon

ance of their legislative duties.
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, by the better A.D. 1797-1798.

e of the specil
Second Provincial Parliament.— The second House of Assembly more democratic

all Letters Pa. and hostile to improvement than the first.—Mr. Panet re-elected Speaker.—
 of the Crow, General Prescott’s Admintstration energetic and favorable to British Colo™
. nisalion.—New arrangement for the division of Revenue with Upper Cana-

rates at th"h da. - Defects of this arrangement.—Attempt of the Majority to aller the
1 for preventingig Road Act.—This attempt defeated by the energy of the Government, and by
. the support of men of property, alarmed at the riotous proceedings of the

o promote Im Peasantry.—French Emissaries fomenting discontent in the Province.—
ounced prem L The Governor’s Proclamation denouncing them.—Temporary Act for the
lifications, intg better preservation of his Majesty's Government. —End of the first Session,—
na Bil! for en Noteon the Commercial Trealy betueen Great Britain and the United States,
» Lachine, an as affeeting the Trade of Lower Canada.-.Second Session.—Preliminary
oute from Mov observations on the bad conduct of the Land Granting Department.—Meo-
the same pat wres of the Governor to obtain redress for thelinjured Settlers.—Royal Ine

stration of Lo sructions for the equitable arrangement of their claims and pretensions.—
anal complet Intrigues of the Members of the Land Board, who obtain the support of

both Province Chief Justice Osgoode.—Consequent resistance of the Executive Council to the
publication of the RoyalInstructions,— These disputes weaken the Government
and encourage the ambition of the French Canadian Magjority in the House
of Assembly, —Digression on the pernicious effects of lavish grants of Land,
in Free and Common Soccage, causing a reaction in favor of the Feudal Te-
nure.—Governor's Speech at the opening of the second Session, and his warm
recommendalion of the intcreah‘of Upper Canada.—Improving conduct of
the Minority.—lti:ing Jealousy between the House of Assembly and the Le-
gis/ative Council.—The Majority of the House of Assembly begins to show the
characteristic hostility of its successors to permanent Acts.—Much debating
and loss of time in the House of Assembly.—Reciprocal commumnication of
Satutes between the popular branches of the Legislatures of Low r and Up-
per Canada.—End of {he second Session.
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THE election of Members for the second House of Assembly was
luenced by the discontents of the Peasantry on account of the Road
ct, by the alarms of the Notaries and Lawyers, arising from the at-
mpt to introduce the English Commercial Law, in the Bankrupt Bill,
d the vaulting ambition of several young men, who, in studying
be Constitution, had perceived the extent of power conferred on the
eat mass of the population, and expected to profit by flattering their
ejudices.  Some of the successful Candidates indeed were political

hatics, fired by the perusal of the doctrines of the French Kepub-
ans, and of their supporters in the United States, being affected by
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such reading in the same manner as the famous Don Quixote, why, had authorised t)
by reading romances of chivalry, was led to devote his life to the 1, f.“tlu' tand. ti ¢
dress of all imaginable grievances,  The Majority of this House o n' then next Se
Assembly, though it contained only eight Members of the first Hou, 'l;:alnvﬂl much |
yeeserved and extended in ita practice the principle of guarding, wifh el in Aome men
lvulunny. that monopoly of power conferred by the Acts, 14 G, e
I cap. 83, and 81 Geo, hl. cap. 81, on French Canadians of
Romish religion, who alone might be said to be represented in the o gooduat the p
pular branch of the Legislature of Lower Canada, It is true that foy. vo thut Province
teen Members of British origin were returned, and that the Executiy backs were to be
had the Crown Lawyers un5l a few other officers belonging to the civi| Il ) such goods fi
department in this House ¢ but it was soon evident that the influence of .rat innlﬁm'v Int
this Minority was much inferior to that of the first House of' Awsembly, ‘mmdn by the ra
and that the commereinl interest had heen materinlly weakened ln_ytl‘w y
retirement of some zealous and indefatigable Members,  Meanting,
L.ord Dorchester, the Governor in Chiefy had left the Provinee ; and hiy
absence was soon particularly felt, in the want of that deference, to the
views of the Executive, which a long and successful military and civi
career had inspired in the minds of' the elders of the community.
The second House of Assembly having been organized by the .
clection of Mr. J. A, Panet as Speaker, the first Session of this Pro.
vincial Parliament was opened by the Licutenant Governor, Genenl [ 0 - oo duct
Robert Prescott, 25th Junuary, 1797, in a speech addressed as uswl ouse of Am'lﬁh
to both Houses, replete with business, but devoid of complimentary {Lord Dalhousic
matter, conformably to the frank and military chamcter of his Excel. .
lency. The Addresses of both Houses on this occasion wefe nearly
echoes to the Speech; and the House of Assembly having expressel
gratitude to his Majesty for the appointment of such a distinguished
officer to the government of the I‘ru\'im-c in the absence of Lor ¢ Just and neces
Dorchester, the compliment was acknowledged in the amswer of il 7 .14l
) gislature,
h\(:cll(\l\(*):. . . Returning to t!
The topics of the Licutenant Governor's Speech were deliberated iy -~ Assemt
upon, am‘ committees appointed for their examination, and the fint rations in the m
being the Order of the Governorin Council, for the regulation of Trade ents, t0 use eve
between Lower Canada and the United States, under the late Com bits’of' the pDeast
mercial Treaty,® a Bill was speedily passed, continuing the Act whici Bl 000 i1 atl con

® The third article of this Treaty stipulated in one part to the following eflect ;= u!n;']]g COPtrar ta
That all merchandise that could be lawfully imported into his Majesty's territoria eighbouring Stat
in North America, might, for the purposes of commerce, be carried into the same by Il INOTILY, hoquer
Jand and inland navigation, by the citizens of the United States, and thatsuch mercha Jllbovement, having
dise should be subject to no higheror other duties than would be payable by his Msjes Biolent and seditiou
ty's subjects on the importation of the same trom Europe into the said territories ; and Itivators, who w«
that, in like manner, all merchandise that could be lawfully imported into the Unitd i ! h
States, might freely be carried into the same as aforesaid, by his Majesty’s subjecty prevent the sup
and such merchandise should be subject to no higher duties than would be payabl
by the citizens of the United States on the impertation of the same in Americm nmerce .of the Unite
vessels into the Atlantic ports of the United States, and the same principle was s tion with the goc
ciprocally applied to exports on either side. 'When this principle of apparent reci Jiliantities of East Indis
procity came into practice, it was found to operate almost exclusively in favor of th S ld.
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pad authorised the fiaming and promulgation of that Order e the law
of the land, till the 1at January, 1798, and from thence to the end of
the then next Nession of the Provincinl Parlinment,  This Bill which
dinplnyc-d much confidence in the adiministeation of Lord Dorchester,
was in some measure connected with w Bill for ratifying a provisional
agreemont for nscertaining the allowance of drawhncks to the govern.
ment of Upper Canada, for the amount of all duties lvvirl‘ on iv||[»¢vrf,-
od poods at the port of Quebec, which should afterwards be exported
1o that Province by the route of Coteau-du-Lae, from which draw.
backs were to be deducted, the duties payable in Lower Canada, on
all such gooda from the United Btates us might be importedAn the
first Instance into Upper Canada, and thence resexported to Lower
Canada by the route before mentioned.  For this purpose, an Inspec-
or wan appointed by the concurrence of both Governments, and rese
bonsible to each, with extensive powers for the execution of his offico.
iy arrangement substituted for the previous ngreement of allowing
bo Upper Canada one eighth of the net produce of all duties of Cus-
oms, levied under Actw of thp Provincinl Parliament of Lower Cana-

s, at the port of Quebee, did not afford correct information, nor ob.
ain 0 Just division for either party. It originated in jealousy, and the
igreements to which it led, were so much aggravated by the perti«
ycious conduct and insulating prejudices of the Muju.rity u" the
ouse of Assembly of this Province, that during the administration
of Lord Dalhousie, the Tmperial Parliament interfered, as will in due
aason bo described, re-establishing the principle of awarding a quota
o Upper Canada by n mode of examination and arbitrations which,
nder many disadvantages to Lower-Canada, will probably continue

long as party prejudice and ambition shall be permitted to prevent
he just and necessary measure of re-uniting those Provinces under
ne Legislature,

Returning to the proceedings of the first Session of the second
ouse of Assembly, we find a part of the Majority clamorgus for al-
rations in the Road Act, having pledged themselves to their consti-
ients, to use every effort for its modification, to suit the stagnant
abits of the peasantry, whose ideas on such subjects, had been long
bsolete in all commercial and civilised countries, and were more par-
ularly contrary to those of the Settlers in Upper Canada, and in the
eighbouring States of America. The Executive and Commercial

CANADA, 0
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inority, however, had sufficient influence to delay this retrograde
povement, having derived much strength for this purpose, from the
jolent and seditious resistance to the law exhibited by some ignorant
Itivators, who were so far misled by demagogues, as to endeavour
p prevent the supply of the public markets with the necessaries of

merce of the United States, whose enterprising inland traders brought into com-
ition with the goods imported into Quebec by the British merchants, vast
antities of East India cottons, teas, silks, and in short the merchandise of the whole
orld,
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life . thus more particularly alarming the citizens of Montreal gy th:lm,""":': ::::‘
Quebec, and atrengthening the hands of an intelligent and enterpriy. ::" .p",m.h of (4
ing Governor* vvli"nm‘ Genera,
The course of previouns events had also go much alarmed all men of surable opinto
capital and targe landholders within the Provinee, that additional pow. ':“l nmtmu'mu-l
ers were aceorded to the Executive for the support of his Majesty "" us showed
Government and the preservation of social order.  The extension of :'; ,"'m“d their |
the rovolutionary principles of France, by means of the Yn-sn. being r:\«m sarticine
found difffieult among the unlettered  peasantry of Canada, Eiisgy, ntor .,V"Iw. " "‘"
Hea were employed to gpread the eontagion by oral communication, 5 ln'mwin R”
rencgade adventurers in the pay of the French Minister Adet, heat B 1 sadders of the |
the Government of the United States, were made known to the P, 'w'lwn thele view
vinetal Bxecutive ¢ and a Proclamation, dated the 80th October, had duct of & part of
been publighed by order of Lisutenant Governor Prescott, 1|vnnum'inl wei (',,,'"mmc
the practives of those Binissaries ; and in the most energetic manney ent of those b
calling wpon all Magistrates, Captaine of Militia, and others, his Mo S8 G ions ,‘m"‘
eety’s good subjectsy to apprehend all such disturbers of lfm peace B 901, were to by
and tranguility of the conntry.  This subject had been also presente| ,"",', the oo
to the deliberation of the Legislature at the commencement of th et . and resi
Sesston ; and such alarming information was afterwards communicated ‘hm’:y;m:'mium
to the House of Assembly, by the Crown Lawyers, that the attentio 2 hitherto br
of the new Majority was turned, in a great degree, from petty and effoct 'l'u'v
Imaginary grievances, to the means o' displaying that loyalty to the nl(l "; " (Iicll
King, \\I\i\g\rwnn 50 hecessary to promote their ulterior views of am " -.lnt to ch
bition.  This Session, therefore, is distinguished by the extension of ,my"'- tlu: iy
the Alien Acty to the end of the war, then existing between Gre hatacter le"“
Britain and Francey and by a still more formidable law, extending to BB froo and Com
the 1t May, 1798, and entitled, “An Act for the better preservatio il o he lonst
ol his Majesty's Government, as by law happily established in thofllh| them un
* Movines” l\_y this Act, which war renewed from year to yew, hoial g.‘d Kvet
til the year 1819 the Provincil law of Habeas Corpus coull of "‘(')(‘(:Nlline
be sugpended at the diseretion of the Executive ; and saving (he {)pnl!ml b .“
privileges of the Provincial  Parliament, all persons imprisoned by B, v illn({c i
warrant, signed by three Exeeutive Councillors, for treason, treason futies gn. Mu.cn
able practices, or suspivion of the same, might be detained during the o o this Boa
i hetore-mentioned, without bail or mainprise. oo from suspicl
Having thus provided, effectually, for the public peace, the remain [l - conduc{’ to
der of the Session was occupied with the discussion of various plam fisposal of this 1
connected with the local establishments for the administration of Ju Bl e0r o o onenis
tice, the amelioration of the olice, and the introduction of Education nts to thp: gre
. T : - : Ihrec-Rivers, an
This plan of starving the cities, had been adopted with more success some yean oderate scale,

before, when the Governor and the Legislative Council having made an ordinane
rom a centre, 1

prescribing under a slight penalty, & small alteration in the form of the Canndin
train or cariole, the supply of provisions was attempted to be cut offt  This riotow 7th. To have scr

L o
| (b B and slmest treasonable proceeding, instead of exciting the energy required to sy il behalf of the |
! B port the dignity of the Govermwent, had the humiliating effeet of intimidating it Blforey of the Settl
a specdy vepenl of a wost valuable ineasure ; and this instance of submission hd mmunicati
no doubt, been successfully quoted by the agitators of the Habitans in the year 179% Inicagion.

S
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throughout the Provinee o but nothing beyond resolves and nddresses
[ Montreal an took place on those subjects till the following Bession. ‘The closs
and enterpris ing apeech of General Prescott, who had recently been appointed Go-
vernor Ueneraly was pronounced, on the 2d of May, conveying hia fa-
med all men of yourable opinfon of the mensures and disposition  of both Houses,
additional pow. and stating such information of the late naval successes of Great Bri-
o hia Mn)m;n tain, s showed that he, for the moment, supposed that the Members
e extension of S eted their interesta with those of the United Kingdom, and would
e \m-nn.l being [ weadily participate in the good or bad fortune whicl might attend her
hhada, ,'""'i,"“' enterprises ngainet her formidable foes,
amimunication, In tracing the progress of the ambition of the French Canadian
ter Adety neat [y oaders of the late Houses of Assembly, we now nppronch a period
wh 1o the Pro. B GLen thelr views were in no small degree promoted by the bad con-
b October, had ot of apart of his Majesty's Couneil, called the Land Board, 'I'lis
otty 'l’l“""““‘i"l was & Committee of that body, specially charged with the manage-
ergetic manner, B ot of those portions of tlw,{\’mw Lands of the Crown, which, by

others, his Mo S atpuctions from his Mn}mty‘i“nvc-rmm-m,almml the 16th September,
s of the pea 1701, were to be granted with the combined views of more speedily
1 aleo I"""“,“'ul gettling the country, providing for the maintenance of a Protestant
neement of the Clergy, and restoring to his ¥ ajesty's allegiance, many individuals,
s commuicatd hose intentiuns of quitting the old Colonies after the Revolution, had
at the attention o hitherto prevented, by a varlety of discouragements, from tak-
from petty and jugeffect.  To promote these combined views of the Government, it
t l"!{'““y to the Svould, to a disinterested person, have seemed expedient and neces.
or views o an- By | at, to choose a tenure of lands suited to the character and ha
he extension of Sl of the expected Settlers, 2. If, as forcibly suggested by such

between Gred Bloharaoter and habits, the tenure chosen should be the English tenure
vy extending to St Free and Common Soccage, then the emancipation of those Settlers,
ter preservation . at the least, their lands, from the rules of the French law, and
tablished in thy S lacing them under English law, would alone be consistent and bene-
N year o yea, Sicial,  9d. Every means should have been devised, including publici-
s Corpus could ty of Pm(‘('(-tlingn. to prevent large quantities of lands from being mo-
and saving the opolised by a few individuals; und, for this purpose, the exaction,
imprisoned by@vith vigilance, if not with rigour, of the performance of settlement
reason, treason S ties wag essentially necessary. 4th. To have appointed, as Mem.
ined during the Billbors of this Board, persons adequately compensated IV salaries, and
. [l¥ree from suspicion of land<jobbing propensities, and to have subjected

\ce, the remair Biltheir conduct to frequent examination. 5th. To have placed at the
f various plam isposal of this Land Board, under proper regulation, the pecuniary
istration of Ju ans of opening roads of communication from the proposed settle-
on of Educationgliments to the great river 8t. Lawrence, in the direction of Montreal,
hreo-Rivers, and Quebec. 6th. To have made an experiment on a

; ""‘;""::"“:'r"“‘;“’l‘:: oderate scale, and on a spot advantageously situated, whence, as
ot the CansdisllTOm & centre, new lines of settlement might have been extended.
toff.  This riowu V. To have scrupulously avoided any such mode of locating reserves
wy vequired to wp BIu behalf of the Clergy or of the Crown, as could interfere with the ef-
of intimidating it Wiorts of the Settlers to improve their properties and keep up an easy

of submission b By nicagion.  8th. Above all, to have supported the reputation of
ns in the year 179 !
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the British Government for good faith and wisdom, by the strictey
performance of all promises of encouragement and protection to Sg;.
tlers leaving their native country, and resorting with their families to
his Majesty's allegiance.

Suffice it at present to say, that the Land Board utterly failed in
most of those particulars, disgracing the local administration, and pre-
venting, for interested purposes, the fulfilment of the gracious inten.
tions of his Majesty to encourage the settlement of the Waste Lands
of the Crown, with a well selected and educated population of Britigy
origin. Itiis not too much to say that the Eastern Townshipg“of‘
Lower Cangdg, so early as the year 1798, by this nefarious conduey,
were deprived of the accession of thousands of Emigrants from the
United States, skilled in Agriculture, and in all the arts connected
with clearing and improving a new country. Those of thé Emigranty
who, relying on the terms of the invitation, had laid out all that they
posscssed or could borrow in making clearances and settlements, res,
mained in penury ; and about this period, had succeeded Tn exciting
the benevolence of Governor Prescott, who was seconded in his inves.
tigation of the conduct of the Land Board, by a patriotic and faithful
Secretary ; and in the first year of his administration, he convinced his
Majesty's Government that the system hitherto pursued in the Land

the interest of the Empire, and producing neither respectability,
strength, nor revenue to the Province. But it is in the nature of
every system, good or bad, of some standing, to accumulate the
means of at least temporary support; and it cannot be speedily and
effectually overthrown, without powerful and judicious efforts. In
the present instance, it fatally occurred that the remedy could, in the
first instance, only be applied by a compromising choice of the evils
introduced into the settlements, by the vicious system and conduct of
the Land Board. Their bad faith had driven away most of the res.
pectable Settlers; and their culpable neglect had admitted many in.
truders, whose only right was possession, and a kind of equitable claim
of compensation for their labour and cultivation. The difficulty of
devising an alleviation of these evils, was fully appreciated by his Ex-
cellency, who, actuated by the most benevolent and extensive views,
transmitted a full and fair representation of the cases of all the class-
es of claimants to his Majesty’s Government ; and in the year 1798,
ample and liberal instructions to meet the emergency arrived. These
instructions partly untied, and partly cut the gordian knot of difficul-
ties; and were most remarkable in evincing the greatest anxiety, not
only to redeem the pledged faith of Government, but even to enter into
amicable arrangements for those pretensions of rights, which the culpa-
ble neglect or connivance of the Land Board had given rise to. There-
presentations of the conduct of the Land Board producing those instruc-
tions, do not appear to have been known, and the persons implicated,
were almost taken by surprise; but they had time to make some prepar-
ations for defence, which accidental circumstances rendered more effece
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y the strictey
tection to Se(. tual than could have been expected. The matter of the Instructions
heir families to aforded less hope of resistance, than the manner in which they had
been obtained. 'The whole Executive Council had not been apprised

tterly failed in Jllof the nature of his Excellency’s communications with his Majes-
ition, and pre- v's Government on the Land Granting System ; and so late as the
gracious inten. [y 7th of April, 1797, nothing farther had been intimated, than that
+ Waste Lands llGovernment contemplated to raise, by the disposal of the Waste Lands
ition of British Jlin future, a fund, to be applied towards defraying the expenses of
1 Townships of ‘Jilithe Provincial Government. The judicious silence of the Governor,
rious cond et o necessary at that peculiar crisis to prevent the influence of Provin-
rants from the ial intrigue upon the Colonial Department, was industriously repre-
irts connected ented by those Members who were implicated in the malversations
thé Emigrants [lillin question, as evincing a want of respect towards the Executive
t all that they ouncil ; and the pride of Chief Justice Osgoode, the Chairman, at
ettlements, re. Jiloce, and his prejudices aftewards, were enlisted against his Excel-

led Tn exciting ency. Under such pernicious influence, the Council declared against
'd in his inves. he publicatiou of the Instructions ; and on this point, to the great in-
ic and faithful ry of British interests and principles in Lower Canada, an open
» convinced his Jlreach took place between Governor Prescott and the Chief Justice,
id in the Land pusing the return of both to England, leaving the claims of the most
honour and to merving Settlers at the mercy of a Junta, who had conspired their

L

respectability, . . .
| the nature of J It is not well ascertained whether the Majority of the House of As-

scumulate the embly took an active part in these secret intrigues ; but it is certain
 speedily and atsome years afterwards when the monopolising land jobbers had
us efforts. In en countenanced by the Provincial Government, in driving out great
7 could, in the Jiumbers of Settlers whose pretensions of right were equitably consider-

‘ce of the evils lin the Instructions referred to, the House of Assembly gave way to
ind conduct of Jieir rooted hostility and prejudice against those unfortunate intrud-
ost of the res- JiF> and congratulated the Executive and the Country on the exter-

itted many in. ination of men who had been goaded into resistance by the most un-
quitable claim peling conduct of those, who, without the intention or even the means
> difficulty of f performing the settlement duties, had prevailed on successive Ad-
ed by his Ex- istrations to give them grants exceeding a million of acres.* That
tensive views,

f all the class- * The settlement duties now very generally enforced by the Government ot

h 1798 Upper Canada, and a failure in the execution of which leads to forfeiture are, to clear
_e ylear T;" h nd fence five acres on every hundred ncres granted, to build a house not less than
rived. ese feet by 20 ; and to clear one half of the road in front of each lot ; an allowance
not of difficul- [br road, independent of the full quota granted, being left by the Surveyor, in every
it anxiety, not lance, so that no lot is without a public highway. These settlement duties may
B to enter into valued at six pounds per hundied acres ; and if they had been rigidly enforced in
: ower Canada, we should never have heard of the crying abuses above mentioned ;
sich the culpa- or would the majority of the Executive Council of that time, who approved of the
e to. .The re- gpnduct of their colleagues ofithe Land Board, have received six Townships. On
' those instruc- 18 import.nnt subje:ct, it may be permitted to anticipate a li!t'le, and here give our
ns implicated, ders the information presented.to the House of Assembly in the year 1824, by
» SOme Drepar: e Surveyor General, who thus stated the division of the spoil.
Y d 4 ga 0 6 Executive Councillors; ‘5 Legislative Councillers, 1 Law Office for
€d more elieC+ W the Crown, and 7 Civil Officers of the Crown, one hundred and ninety-five
“ K
/
\
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the Mn‘jnrity of the House of Assembly, representing in fact the oc,
piers of land under the feudal tenure, should look on with complace,
cy while the ruin of the Settlements under the English tenure wy
perpetrating, was natural ; and we have presumptive proof of this dis.

osition in the recent attempts during the Administration of Lord )y,
{:ousic to extend the femgl‘;‘tcnurc, and consequently the French Juy
in every direction, by reedmmending to an English I{Iunm'ch to abus
his prerogative, by erectihg Seigniories, and thus prostrating every
hope of the Anglification of this Province.

The fatal events connected with the Land Granting dhuses, hay
been dwelt upon, because they have a bearing on the ambitions caree
of the Majority of the late Houses of Assembly. The unfortungy
men, injured by the monopolising Junta before mentioned, unawar
of the inveterate prejudices and anti-British feelings of the Leaders f
the French Canadians, attempted to obtain their interference, and
though this was withheld under plausible pretences, the disconteny
against the Executive were sccretly fostered, and the Governme
propnrtionnbly brought into the hatred and contempt of nousml
number of the” population of English origin in the Province. Wy
shall soon arrive at an cpo&l, when, feeling the strength of this an
malous alliance, the Majority of the House of Assembly will assung
a higher tone, appointing their grand committees of grievances, assun;
ing the language of protectors, and uniformly exerting their inf
ence and their hired presses in excusing insubordinate conduct, exce
in such cases as interfere with that peculiac ambition which we
ascribed to them, of keeping their countrymen a separate people, di
tinguished by French laws, a feudal tenure of lands, and a religia
and language different from that of the Sovereign and of three fourly
of the British nation.

But from thif anticipation of our history, we return to review t
events of the gecond Session of the second Provincial Parliament ¢
Lower Canada, which was opened by‘Governor General Prescot!
Speech to both Houses, 20th February, 1798; in which we find ki
addressing the local Legislature, as if that body took a sincere interes
in the fortunes of the British nation, and in the general measures of i
Government; a mode of address, be it observed here, which was event
ually abandoned when the real disposition of the popular bran
could no longer be disguised. The remainder of the Speech regarde

. the quota cf the produce of Custom Duties to be allowed to Upps
Canada, with a recommendation of the interest of that Province,
being intimately blended with that of Lower Canada, and stating
Excellency's opinion that the most liberal intercourse would be mo
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conducive to their mutual advantage ; a renewal likewise of the Act
for the I)rcsvrvminn of his Majesty's Government was recommended,
together with a perseverance in the harmony which his Excellency
wis ph-nwd to say had hitherto influenced their deliberatipns.

The English Minority in this Parliafnent abandoned almost every
pretension to introduce innovations on French laws, coalescing with
the French Canadian placemen, who happened to be Members of the
Assembly ; and tiis Session is more distinguished by differences of
opinion evinced in the detgils of measures than by any collision of
principles in the popular bfanch of the Legislature. On the other
hand, several Bills, including that for amending the Road Bill, were
Jost by the tenacity evinced by the House of Assembly and the Le-
gislative Council, respectively, on some points; and the influence of
the Executive appeared to be exerted against that encrease of the
yuniber of parishes, and alteration of their boundaries, which were so-
licited by a part of the Roman Catholic Clergy and Laity. Some un-
piet spirits having obtained seats in the Assembly, both sides of
he House occasionally agreed in repressing their attempts at Legis-
lation ; of these, Messrs. Black and Bouc were particularly viewed
with jealousy ; and a proposal by the former, for the regulation of

oaries was chicfly neglected from want of respect for his personal
onduct and private character.

The Majority of the Assembly now began to shew their jealousy of
ermanent Acts, or of those of indefinite duration ; and in this res-
ect their jealousy of the Executive was evinced by rejecting a clause
ntroduced into the Bill for the better preservation of his Majcsly's
sovernment, which extended its duration till the end of the war, by
majority of 17 to 5. But great decorum continued to prevail ; and
n address of thanks was voted to his Excellency for his Message,
Jated 16th March, accompanying various Docuwments on the Finan-
ial relations of this Province with Upper Canada. Those Documents,
hewing that the provisions of an Act of the last Session had not been
atisfactory to the Legislature of Upper Canada; two Bills which af-
erwards became l*st, were introduced, allowing, for the previous
ear, a just proportion of the produce of Custom Duties to Upper Ca-
ada, to be calculated agreeably to the certified Report of the Col-
pctor established at Coteau.dji-Lac; and appointing Commissioners
p meet those of Upper Canada, for the pufpose of coming to a bet-
pr understanding with that Province on the subject of Custom Du-
es, and * on the proportion to be received or to be paid of any Duties
already imposed or hereayter Lo be imposed.”

Much time appears to have been lost this Session ; for though the
seociates... 103 oad Act Amend_ment Bill and the Judicature Act Amendment Bill
ssociates,.. 1139 d been long deliberated upon, they were finally postponed.
only Leaders Towards the close of the Session, the Speaker communicated to the
e mermeeeoceecees ST0NOUsSe @ letter from the Speaker of the House of Assembly of Upper

anada, dated September, 1797, which accompanied three setts of the
cts of the Legislature of that Province, and suggested the propriety of
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a reciprocal communication of laws passed in each of the two Province
80 intimately connected in mliticnY and commercial relations, T
suggestion hiad been promptly acted upon, the Speaker having immedi.
ately sent in return three setts of the Ordinances of the Council and the
Parliamentary Statutes passed in Quebec from the year 1774,

This Session, leaving much unfinished business, was closed 17t
May, 1798, by a Speech from the Governor General to both House,
in which his Excellency congratulated them upon the internal peac
and tran-uility of the Country, which he ascribed to the well-foundg
conviction in the minds of the great majority of his Mn{'csty'u Subject
that they enjoyed the fullest protection of person and property, wil
that security against foreign aggression, which the powerful arm
Great Britain alone could have afforded, amidst the collisions of the
most warlike nations of the world. His Excellency further recon.
mended to the Members the expediency of cherishing, among thei
constituents, those sentiments of loyal satisfaction which would rende
them worthy of the continued regard of the Sovereign, and of a par
ticipation in all the benefits which their connection with the Britig
Empire was calculated to obtain, .
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Third Session of the second Provincial Parliament. —A h/llw Session, prolific in
new Laws. —Governor's Speech. —Flattering Address of the House of /h'«cu/l:/.y,
intended to murtify the LetisialiveCouncil.—Reading of a Bill before reading
his Excellency's Speech. —Symploms of Improvement in conducting the bu-
siness of the House. f\lur’(/i('uliwu of the Road Acty as far as regarded the
Cities of Quebec and Montrenl.—These Modificativns described, and recom-
mended as analogous to British and Co/onial practice. —Permanent hostilily

ich would rendet to the principles of those modifications in the Majority ofthe Assembly and of

m, and of a par the elective body. —13ill for the establishment of Houses of Correction.— Defects

with the British of sueh establishments on Lhe present system.eg Bill for the better regulation of

Weights and Measures.—Bill to provide a Fund$o defray the expenseofbuild-

{ng Court-Houses.—Its principles deviated frur)yﬂcrumrtl:. Bill for re-

enacting the Consolidation Act. —Refleetions on thidct.—Mod(fication of the

agreement with Upper Canada on the division of Revenue.—Bill fur the re.
gulation of Maitres de Poste. —Attemplt to eneourage the Cultivalion of the

Sugar Maple Tree. —Petitions for the establishment of new Parishes. —Gov-

ernor's Speech at the end of the Session, mentioned in connection with his

inlended departure ) Londin. —Fourth Sesston.—Preliminary remarks on
the feelings of the French Canadians, as evinced by the failure inoblaining
voluntary condributions.—Addresses to Governur Prescott on his departure
from the Province. —Accession of Sir Robert Shore Milnes as Lieutenant

Governor.—His long Administration, and ils pernicious ¢ffects on British

Colonisation.—His first Speeeh described, with a remark upon the Address of

the House of Assembly.—Attempt to obtain encouragemenl for the Cultiva-

tion of Hemp.—Renewal of the Claim on the part of the Province to the Je-
suils' Estales.—Address to the Licutenant Governor on this subject.—His

Faxcellency's Reply.—DBridge dver the River Jacques Cartier.— Unsuccessful

allempt on the part of the Minority to establish a qualification of Property

for a seat in the House of Assembly. — Expulsiof of a Member without a ca/l
of the House.—Encreased jealousy belween the House of Assembly and the
Legisiative Council.—End of the second House of Assembly, and its charac-
ter. ~Enumeration of new Acts.

« )
o

Tue third Session of the second Provincial Parliament of Tower
Canada, pregnant with the deliberations of previous Sessions, was un-
sually prolific in laws, principally, however, of a local description.
it was opened on the 28th of March, 1799, with a Speech from the
sovernor-General, which alluded to the late important exploits of his
] Iajesty's Navy, under the command of the heroic Nelson; recommend-
d the re-enactment of the Consolidation Act, and the continuation
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of the Act for the better preservation of his Majesty’s Government,
the support of which in due vigour, was justly ascribed the peac,
prosperity, and extending commerce of the Country.

The Addresses of both Houses in reply, were nearly echoes of b
Speech ; and, owing probably to the knowledge possessed by the Ma.
jority of the House of Assembly of the differences between the Goy.
ernor and several Members of the Executive and the Legislatiy
Councils on the Land-business, the language of the Commons was flat.
tering to his Excellency, whose Administration was characterised g
benevolent,

The vigilant ambition of the Majority appeared, in adopting m
analagous practice of the House of Commons of Great Britain, by
postponing the reading of his Excellency’s Speech till after their privi
lege of originating laws should, as matter of form, be exercised. Ac.
cordingly, when the House had returned from the Legislative Coun.
cil Chamber, where the Provincial Parliament had been opened,
Bill continuing a previous Act for the appointment of Returning Ofi.
cers was read for the first time; after which the Speaker reported the
Speech of the Governor; and a Commitree of five Members was ap.
pointed to frame an Address.

Some improvemert in conducting the routine of public busines
was evident this Session; for we find that the renewal of expiring
laws occupied the first attention of the Legislators ; and the Bill
were promptly brought in and considered.

The violent aggressions on the public authorities by the opponents
of the Road Act, having been properly resisted by the Governo,
those who had any just grievances resorted to Constitutional mea-
sures, praying for a modification of some of the enactments; anda
Bill was introduced which became a law this Session, modifying and
improving the previous Act, with reference chiefly to the cities and
vicinities of Quebec and ‘Montreal. This Act, imposing an  Assess
ment on Rent, and enacting a composition for public labour, is analo-
gous to what, in Great Britain and Upper Canada, is termed Coun-
ty Rates, a species of jocal and direct taxes, which forms the legiti
mate fund for the expenses of local establishments and improvements.
It will hereafter appear that the Majority of the House of Assembly)
influenced both by interest and anti-commercial prejudices, were re-
solved to raise by taxes on Commerce, instead of County, or rather
District Rates, the means of building and repairing Court-Houses
and Gaols, thus deviating, in an important point, from the practice of
other Countries, and leading to a lavish expenditure of the public mo-
nies.

The increasing population of the Province, attended by a large
augmentation of inhabitants in Quebec and Montreal, exposed to the
usual temptations, prescribed the necessity of a Legislative Provision
for the correction of various minor offenders; but the views of the
Legislature at that time extended no farther than to make distinctions
between the prisoners in the District Gaols, confined as culprits, and
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others confined for punishments awarded. The first essay towards a
House of Correction merely declared the Common Gaol to be a re-
ceptacle for various minor offenders, who should be employed at hard
.bour, under the superintendance of Commissioners, interfering in no
kmall degree with the responsibilities of the Sheriff, and leading to in-
onveniencies which can only be removed by establishments for the
Correctional Police of Quebec and Montreal, entirely separated from
the Common Prisons of the Districts, The Act for the restricted pur-
nose uforesaid, however, gave rise to various temporary expedients,
ending to show the necessity of establishing, as soon as possible, a
House of Correction, worthy of the name ; and of which the Institu-
tions of the United Kingdom and of the United States afford so many
models.

The Bill for the better regulation of Weights and Measures through-
put the Province, which became a law this Session, was of great uti-
ity ; but in the course of its discussion, the tenacity of the Majority
o old denominations, was particularly evinced in retaining the Cana-
ian Minot, which is about eight per cent larger than the Winchester
pushel, and five per cent larger than the bushel comprised in the Im-
perial Quarter of eight bushels, established in England in the year

. : §25.

priblic Bukines The House of Assembly was employed in deliberating on the con-
wal of €xpiring T . : ) ae and e B'llt'ﬂl P

) he Bills I uation of various temporary Acts, and on the Bills be ore men-
 and t oned, till the 28d April, when a Message was received from his Ex-
ellency signifying his Majesty’s gracious intention to advance a suffi-
ient sum of Money for the erection of Court Houses in the Districts
of Quebec and Montreal. An address of thanks was voted for this
fessage ; and a Bill was soon after introduced for the purpose of ap-
plying this Money by Commissioners, and devising means of repay-
ment. The expenses were limited to Five Thousand Pounds for
Quebec and Montreal respectively; and the means of repayment
ere established by taxes on various Writs, issuing in due course
pf law in his Majesty’s Provincial Courts. This Bill having be-
ome a law, had a considerable influence on the future conduct of the
lajorities of the House of Assembly, who, being partly composed of
awyers, were led by professional interest to deprecate such restric-
ions upon the litigious spirit of their clients. Taxes on Merchandise
vere more agreeable to that influential profession ; and were success-
ully recommended as the whys and means for providing, at a future
lay, new Gaols for the Districts of Quebec, Montreal, and Three
ivers.

The re-enactment of the Consolidation Act, which had not been
ssented to by his Majesty in the time limited by the Constitution,
as carried through with the utmost unanimity ; and as this law has a
pearing upon the Financial disputes, which have long agitated the
pranches of the Provincial Legislature, it may be proper here to state
ts object and consequences. The object of this Act, 39 Geo. 11I.
ap. 9, was to obtain therepeal of the British Act 14 Geo. I1I. cap 83,
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and 28 Geo. III. cap. 39—and by offering a permanent Act, with pe. (:i?eg,(,r:;,:h),f;:,:j ;2;11(\:;:;
manent appropriations amounting to Twelve Thousand Pounds Ster. [l 12165 of niniln elaccordin‘
ling, to obliterate all traces of Taxation by the Imperial Governmey, atumn, and adgnimn of |
for'the purposes of internal Revenue. The consequencesof a compliance, [l | e‘rsnns travelling (in‘
an the part of the British Parliament with the object of this Coloniy) ge{,g.a] abortive )mgect

Act would have been, theoretically at least, to make the existence of hig &ian roduce wvrel br{)u :
Majesty’s Civil Government dcrend on the will of the Canadian Legis. scrvz{,tion ofthe Sezar %
lature.  The British Ministry, however, have never moved Parliament [l /. cion of the nl:lnu{]ilc(:nr

to comply with the conditions of this Act, which remains a dead let. [l octed in keeping up an i
ter upon the Statute Book of Lower Canada. This hesitation wy is‘ rococding wﬁs !)f'dm?
the most decisive proof then afforded by his Majesty’s Governmen:, er(gntilé interest, with t|ll
that the operation of the Constitutional Act had net answered the ex. rtlie manufactur(; of Whit-
pectation of its framers ; and, aware of the composition of our locil Applications for the cq:
Le.islatare, no person, acquainted with the tendencies of Colonial af. ade this Session, but w;'tlt'
fairs, and sincerely attached to the British connection, can avoid ac. [l bited by perq(,ms of tl
knowledging the judicious conduct of the Colonial Department, [l Misgionarie; it bein )
which seems perfectly to have understood that there are occasionally Sl iches was a n:atter ofgs‘
repeated and urgent calls to action, which true policy suggests the e Imperial Parliament, an
expediency of answering, by doing nothing ai all. p provided for in the :) t (
But, returning te the proceedings of the House of Assembly, we ower and Upper Cansd: P
have to remark, that the negociations between the Commissioners of At the cnd,;)f' this Se cu: )11
Lower Canada, respecting the division of Revenue, was successful ; and 9%, the Royal A s;le;)t s;v‘ !
that additional articles of agreement, one of which suspended the ex- [} to both ll‘nukq("q rhi‘l
ecution of the 6th article of the previous agreement, which stipulated the Members of t‘hél ’llotr
the imposition by Upper Canada of the same duties on imports fron e a testimony to their C
the United States into that Province, as existed on imports from those . and it is )robuble fro
States into the Lower Province, were sanctioned. This part of the it his Exce“err:c was :les‘in
arrangement was extremely favourable to Upper Canada, and was[lent (o his Adlvnin'\yistmltiun‘ b
permitted to exist so long as the Government of the United States unfortunately been rende
abstained from imposing duties on imports from Upper Canada.* nces with Chief Justice (
As connected with the Road Act, we should mention that the case Sl subject of puhlisin’n z his
of Maitres de Poste, or persons keeping horses and carriages for the it 3 jusy and liberal’;rran
accommodation of travellers, was taken into consideration this Session, ing Individuals, who had
and that a law was passed regulating the duty and compensation o @our upon the Waste Ln‘nd
Before treating of the Four
Assembly, it will be prope
it upon the spirit and amb
on the general disposition
ny and fatiguing appeals, b
‘e been made, in his Majes
he extraordinary efforts re
eat Britain and the Revolu

* To persons desirous of taking a retrospect of the intercourse between this Pro.
vince and Upper Canada, it may not be uninteresting to state the dutiable Articles
reported as having passed upwards by Cotesu du Lac, namely :—

58,9894 gallons of Jamaica Spirits, or Rum,
2,625 do. foreign Brandy, or Spirits,
638 do. Molasses,
50003 do. Madeira Wine,
13,804  do. Port and all other Wines except Madeira,

28,801 1lbs. of Loaf or Lump Sugar, ]
11,520 do. Muscovado Sugar, rly exhausted the ingeniou
8,445 do. Coffee, the illustrious Mr. Pitt, w
2 do. Leaf Tobacco, " by calling for volunt
: PR ary
8% ks Pla Card .
5188 pasks Flayitg Corse, and necessary War, in wh

2,914 minots Salt.
The 24 per cent. duty on dry goods did not exist at this time: consequently, the
amount of them and of many other articles cannot be found in the Report.
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hose persons in a manner which encouraged the intercourse by land

1 per. stween the principal Cities on the line of the St. Lawrence, varying
Ster. ¢ rates of milage according to the state of the roads in the Spring and
Iment gtumn, and admitting of an extra charge for relays of horses requir-
lance, d by persons travelling in their own carriages.

lonig) Several abortive projects for the encouragement of articles of Ca-
of hig adian produce were brought forward, and among others, a Bill for the

o eservation of the Sugar Maple and Plane Trees, with a view to the
iment W tension of the manufacture of Sugar. In a Commercial Colony, in-
d let. rested in keeping up an intercourse with the.British Sugar C nlunws,
n was s proceeding was of doubtful expediency, and was opposed by the
men, ercantile interest, with the same views as any direct encouragement
ie ex- S the manufacture of Whiskey would now be opposed.
local Applications for the establishment of new Parishes were again
ial af. ade this Session, but without effect; and the remote concessions,
id ac- Mhabited by persons of the Romish Religion, were accommodated
ment, Sith Missionaries, it being considered that the establishment of new
mally Murishes was a matter of State policy, worthy of the deliberation of
ts the Slbe Imperial Parliament, and which long afterwards was attempted to
g provided for in the postponed Bill for uniting the Legislatures of
7» we jover and Upper Canada, in the year 1822.
ers of Atthe end of this Session of the Provincial Parliament, 3d June,
3 and % the Royal Assent was given to ten Bills; and, in his closing
1€ ex- peech to both Houses, the Governorin Chief bestowed ample praise
lated p the Members of the House of Assembly, appearing to solicit from
from m a testimony to their Constituents in favour of his public con-
those [t ; and it is probable, from the unusual warmth of his expressions,
at his Excellency was desirous of obtaining farther proofs of attach-
ent to his Administration before visiting London, where his presence
unfortunately been rendered necessary, in consequence of his dif-
ences with Chief Justice Osgoode and the Executive Council, on
e subject of publishing his Majesty’s gracious Instructions, to faci-
ite a just and liberal arrangement of the Claims of numerous de-
ing Individuals, who had been invited to lay out their money and
our upon the Waste Lands of the Crown.
Before treating of the Fourth and last Session of the Second House
Assembly, it will be proper to allude to some events which throw
it upon the spirit and ambition of the Majority of that Body, and
n the general disposition of their Constituents, to whose sense so
ny and fatiguing appeals, by repeated dissolutions and re-elections,
e been made, in his Majesty's name, since the year 1809.
The extraordinary efforts required to carry on the War between
eat Britain and the Revolutionary Government of I'rance, having
rly exhausted the ingenious devices of Taxation, the Prime Minis-
the illustrious Mr. Pitt, was induced to feel the Pulse of the Na-
» by calling for voluntary contributions for the support of the
and necessary War, in which, for the preservation of the Thrones,
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the Altars and the Independence of European States, His Majeg m':,’,';,“gﬁ;:;‘
and his Allies were engaged. The result proved that the Pulg ' ers and Pries
the British people beat high with loyalty and patriotism.  The (, th{ng but the te
tributions, in which the widow's mite was not despised, produ laved. If ou
millions of money in the United Kingdom ; and the occasion e they wot
seized with avidity by Britons throughout the world, to manifest thy f;fel?xecuuve
zeal for the National Cause, and for,the support of the Imperial G, tling the Was;e
ernment. Persons of this description, and the more immediate
herents of the Administration of Lower Canada, in Quebec, Montre
Three Rivers and William-Henry, attempted to second the gene
movement, and, by their example, to draw from the pockets of {
French Canadians and their Representatives, a few thousand
pounds, but without effect. The French Canadians and their inf
ential Representatives, from the causes already mentioned, had in
manner sympathised with the British Nation, nor identified themsel
with its fortunes or its glory. On the contrary, the disposition of 00, with a Speec
“ Nation Canadienne” and the ambition of its Representatives, f ility insured to ¢
tered by the preposterous policy of the Conquering Power, were ) Empire in Nor
remain a separate people, distinguished from Englishmen by Lugiilb o "but, consid
Language, Manners and Customs of their own. Under such circflb:i the French
stances, it was unnecessary for the Majority of the House of A wrte, as First C
bly to take open measures against the Subscription, to alarm porary Laws, fo
Peasantry by the spectre of Taxation and bad precedents; dation of Ali’em
merely acquiesced in the national feeling expressed in the prove " Advertml
“ Charity begins at home,” adding significantly, on the present oc jong the Troops
sion, that it ought also to end there. 'The result may be easily guedill year, he recon
ed by our readers: instead of obtaining fifty thousand pounds, estment of the
some sanguine calculators expected, from a Province containing i, of the introduc
number of Householders, the Subscription was chiefly confined ¢y, addressing
persons of British origin in the Cities ard Roroughs, and did not et of the Provin
cced one tenth of that sum, th. aghout the Canadas. eerful and succes

A contemporaneous event, however, showed that a little many@il . unexampled
ment could obtain compliments and professions, costing little, s l'l]udluously boa
pledging less of money or service. The intention of Governor ntributions, with
cott to visit London produced Addresses warmly expressed and1 rope ; and, after
merously subscribed ; and the few who sincerely esteemed that excfillih, the United Stz
lent man were joined by the many who considered his vigorous emed it unnecess:
ministration as unfavourable to their views, combining expression re, & continuati
sorrow for his departure with their secret hopes that he would n ich, he was pleas
return. L ) = ir proceedmgs
The Administration now, with diminished lustre, was to be ¢ Addresses of

/ducted by a Civil Governor ; and the long continuation of Sir Robgilies Speech; but th
Shore Milnes, in the capacity of Lieutenant Governor, had a asi usly prevented ar
effect on the Affairs of the Province, by producing those compron ptary Contribution
ing measures which entuc]y lost sight of the meaus of renderng Mlstituents had in-
Canadas subservient to the interest of the Empire at large. This Ml the Legislative
ministration, indeed, was chiefly occupied in dividing among lency on his acce:
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[ ey
) eedy adherents the wrecks of the New Settlements on the Free and
tes, 1is Mujeq@ll8 = non Soccage Lands; and, in the absence of a Military Governor,

wat the Pulse wyers and Priests encreased their influence and intrigues, while
tism. The (g pthing but the tenacity or vis inertie of Government and Party was
spised, produc played- If' our readers, however, were satisfied with appearances
he occasion paper, they would admire the interested jugglery now displayed
to manifest th the Executive, in numerous grants of Townships, under pretext of
he Imperial Gnflll ling the Waste Lands of the Crown. To a judicious observer,
e immediate il Cover, the List of Grants, during this long Administration, conveys
uebec, Montr e revolting idea of vast tracts of fertile Land being conveyed to

sond the gene rsons devoid alike of the talent and capital requisite to form bene-
e pockets of ial Settlements ; while the conduct of those monopolists, in eject-
»w thousands g many deserving occupants of those Lands, forcibly reminds us of

. and their in e bitter sarcasm of Galgacus against the Romans, * when they have
tioned, had in ade a desert they call it peace.”
ntified themsel This Session was opened by the Lieutenant Governor, 5th March,
disposition of 000, with a Speech to both Houses ; in which he alluded to the tran-
yresentatives, illity insured to Canada,\and to the other Dependencies of the Brit-
1 Power, were ) Empire in North America, by the protection of his Majesty's
shmen by La s ; but, considering the upabated spirit of intrigue which charac-
«der such cirau ised the French Government, then administered by Napoleon Buo-
House of Asse arte, as First Consul, he recommended the continuance of these
m, to alarm prary Laws, for the support of his Majesty's Government and the
yecedents; g dation of Aliens, which had already produced the most salutary
in the prove ts. Adverting to a contagious disease, which had prevailed
the present ociilnong the Troops landed from a Transport towards the close of the
y be easily guesilile year, he recommended a revisal of the Quarantine Act, and the
isand pounds, jestment of the Executive, with additional powers for the preven-

e containing il of the introduction and spreading of such diseases. His Excel-
iefly confined Silcy, addressing the House of Assembly, next promised a state-
, and did not cillent of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown, and alludgd to the
; eerful and successful manner in which the British Nation support-
t a little manyQl the unexampled burthens of the War. Addressing both Houses,

Se

»sting little, "l injudiciously boasted of an alledged success in obtaining voluntary
f Governor 'itributions, within the Province, for the support of the War in
xpressed and Wlbrope ; and, after a transition to the friendly relations then existing
remed that excSllith the United States, his Excellency ended with stating that he

his vigorous pmed it unnecessary to recommend to both Branches of the Legis-

ng expressioni@lure, a continuation of that zealous attention to the public welfare,

it he would neilich, he was pleased to sey, had hitherto so highly distinguished
pir proceedings.

¢ Addresses of both Houses were nearly echoes to his Excellen-

ion of Sir Robils Speech ; but the Majority of the House of Assembly, very judi-

1or, had a lasllBusly prevented any allusion to the paragraph which boasted of vo-
those compromtary Contributions, well knowing how little share themselves or their

of render"}g nstituents had in such tokens of loyalty ; but this Body coincided
large. This \EEh the Legislative Council in complimentary expressions to his Lx-
viding among Siency on his accession to the Government of the Province.
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The House of Assembly began the public business, by adven;
to the expiring Laws; and it was resolved to take the Speech of |
Excellency into consideration, the 12th March. On the. 10th
March, an attempt was made by the Commercial Minority, to obty
some direct encouragement by bounty, for the culture of Hemp, 4
article to which the soil of some parts of the Province was said to jy
well adapted, and which the wants of the British Navy would rendg
saleable at a fair remunerating price in the British Market. By
when a motion was make to refer the subject to a Committee of fiy,
Members, the Majority, remarking that the demand for the artidy
would chiefly depend upon the contingency of a long duration of th
present War, negatived the question ; and they have generally refus
to vote the money of their Constituents for similar purposes, leaviy
such objects to the influence of external Commerce, and to the
tronage of the Imperial Government.

After the House had expeditiously passed the Bills for continuin
the Act for the better preservation of his Majesty’s Government, an
for the regulation of Commerce between this Province and the Unitf
States, the Majority resumed the subject of the Estates of the latdly
proscribed and extinct Order of Jesuits, which they had learned hy
recently been taken possession of by the Executive under the pren
gative of Conquest, and the reservation of Rights mentioned in thy
capitulation of Montreal, and again adverted to in the unrepeale
clauses of the Act 14, Geo. IIL cap. 83. .lealous of this legitimat
appropriation of Estates, the Revenue of which if afterwards applied by
the Crown to purposes of Education might not be so applied as
suit the views of keeping the Nation Canadienne a separate peopl
the Majority voted an Address to his Excellency, praying for certai
documents to facilitate the investigation of the Claims and Pretension
of the Province on the Jesuits’ College, converted into Barracks, a
to the Estates of that Order originally granted by the King of Fran
for the purpose of educating the Natives of the Country. The repl
of his Excellency stated, that in consequence of the Address of iy
First House of Assembly, on the 11th April, 1798, the Claims of t
Province had been considered by his Majesty in Council, and tha
the result of this consideration had been an Order to take possessic
for the Crown ; that if, after this explanation, the House should deen
it advisable to investigate, they should have access to the Document
required ; but his Excellency having insinuated that farther applic
tion on the subject might be inconsistent with their accustomed
spect for the decisions of his Majesty on matters connected with b
Prerogatives, the House passed to the order of the day; and ti
Jesuits' Estates and the Commissioners for their management hav
ever since been merely topics of occasional declamation in the Gra
Committee of Grievances.

Among Local Matters should be mentioned a Bill which becamet
Law for the erection of a Bridge over the River Jacques Cartier, the
rapidity of whose current had recently been fatal to passengers in tht
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ferry-boats. The Expenditure on this object was to be fiftcen hun-
dred pounds, which, as usual, the Majority would not suffer to depend
upon a County Rate, but ordered to be taken from the General Fund
of Taxation on Commerce. :

This Session is rendered remarkable by an abortive attempt to es-
tablish a qualification to entitle persons to be elected Members of
the House of Assembly, a subject which long afterwards was intro-
duced into the Union Bill of the year 1822. It will hereafter appear
that the Majority were more inclined (as in the instance of refusing
admission to a Jew) to establish a Religious Test than a pecuniary
qualification.

The expected General Election and other circumstances produced
frequent instances of adjoarnment of the House, and of Committees
for want of a quorum ; but an attempt, towards the end of the Ses-
sion, to reduce the Quorum from 17 to 10, was resisted as tending to
acrifice the interest of the Ruling Party to the Business of the Coun-
try, which appears to have been readily postponed for Electioneering
purposes ; and this Session passed without a call of the House, not-
vithstanding the following important affair.  After some preliminary
proceedings, including a hearing of Counsel, the House, on the 2d

pril, resolved, by a Majority of 21 to 8, that C. B. Bouc, Esq., having
een convicted in the Court of King's Bench, Montreal, of a conspira-

y,with sundry other persons, to defraud Etienne Drouin of divers

'gc sums of money, be expelled the House of Assembly.

The Majority showed great jealousy of all measures originating in
he Legislative Council ; and on this account, some necessary amend-

ents of the Judicature Act had been long retarded. On the Sth
pril, a Bill for this purpose, sent down by the Council for concur-

ence, was taken into consideration ; but little progress was made in
t during the remainder of the Session.

The want of a Quorum, before mentioned, was the principal cause
f much unfinished Business being left for the consideration of a New
arliament ; and having prolonged the Session with little effect, dur-
ng April and May, it was closed on the 20th of the latter month,
itha Speech from his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, of the
st conciliatory description.  This course, on the eve of a General
lection, may have suited the purpose of the Executive ; but we think
hat the praise that could at any time be justly bestowed on this Par-
iament, 18 rather of a negative description. This Second House of
ssembly displayed no extensive views for the improvcment of the
ountry, either in Agriculture or in Commerce; and it is worthy of
mark, that though their Financial Concerns were so nearly connect-
d with the Trade of the Country, no General Statement of the Im-
ports and Exports is to be found in their Journals.

Besides continuations of previous Acts, the following Laws were
pade this Session :—An Act to give further powers to the Executive
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Gavernment to prevent the introduction or lprea‘ding of ‘Infv?liom‘
or Contagious Diseases in this Province ; An Act for the Erection of
a Bridge on the River Jucques Cartier; A Declaratory Act respect.
ing Suits for Criminal Conversation ; an Act to prevent the harbour.

ing of Runaway Seamen.

Nore.—Jean Joseph Casor, the last of the Canadian Jesuits, died on the 101
Mareh, 1800, and the expectation of this event gave ocension to !h. prosent renewy|
ot the ‘Q\u‘nlluu which had not been agitated in the Assembly since the year 1703,

gy

\'," 0
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10th A. D. 1801 & 1802.

ewal 1

0 General Flection for the Third House of Assembly.—The Fxecutive prevents

the return qf any Member inimical to the Land Board. —Composition of the
Ionse described. —Party Spirit not yet an impediment to Public Dusincys.

The Imperial Government apparert’y unaware of the obstacles to Angli«
fication caused by the Constitutional Acts —Fivet Sewion. —Mr. Panet is re~
elected Speaker.—Licutenant Governor's Speech.—The Addrew of the House
of Avsembly, in alluding to Free Schuols, shows its exelusive altachment to
the French Language.—Re-election of C. B. Bouc, the expelied Member,
His case compared with that of John Wilkes. —~This Session remarkable for
the number of Acts passed.—Judges and Lawyers combine with the Country
Members in taxing Commerce.— This system of Taxation, and atemporany
pro perity, produce a /avish disposition of Public Moniey.— Act emprwering
the Judges of the Court of King's Bench to make Rules and Ovders of Prac-
tice.—Important consequences of the excorciseofth .se powersat a futureday.
Lebateson the Act vespecting Wills and Testaments.— The introduetion of the
Decisory Oath censured. —Abortive attempt to modify the Feudal Law asve-
spects his Majesly’s Tenants en Roture.— Supply to his Majesty by (wo perma-
nent Acts.—Act fur the Advancement of Learning.—Obstacles to Lhe execulion
of this Act.—Act for removing the vld Fortifications of Montreal.— End of I lie
Session.—Second Session.— Preliminary Remarky. —The Frecutive eludes the
dangerous consequences of the powers of the Popular Evanch, by temp ris-
ing eaxpedients.— Allusion to the Civil List. —Lieutenant Governor's Speech.
—The Address of the Aswsemdly re-echoes his abuse of the American Settlers
¢jected by the Patentees.— Abortive attempt to improve the Ruvad Act, by Mr.
Tasche: eats.— Despatch of Business.— Utility of Fxecutive Councillorsinthe
House of Assembly.— Inconveniencies caused by their future exclusion.— et
to encourage the culture of Hemp.—Attempt lo oblain a pecuniary allow-
ance for the service of Members of the Assembly, defeated by the temporary
combination of English Members and Canadian Placemen.— This Session
closed with a Speech suited to the tempurising views of Sir Robert Shore
Milnes' Adminisiration.

Tue Elections of the Members for the Third House of Assembly of
Lower Canada, were distinguished by considerable warmth ; and some
important local interests, combined with personal and professional am-
bition, to render a seat in the House of Assembly an object of competi-
tion. The Executive, anxious to prevent the arrangements of the Land
Business from being disturbed, took great pains to keep out any one
likely to représent the persons aggrieved by those arrangements ; and
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! they succeeded so well in this object, that the disappointed Sett]ey \ S
H : could not second their views of obtaining relief through a mission time, the H)itisk Gov
(] London, by exciting,some interest in their favour in the House of A;. Constitutional Acts,
;!3 sembly. \ ) of the Colonial Depan
14 The Executive were then able to return whom they pleased for the the Country as a mer
'H Borough of William-Henry ; and they, therefore, instructed the A;. il part of his Excellency
! torney-General, Mr. Sewell, to try his fortanc as a Candidate for th, il of Free-Schools, here
‘ i County of Quebec; for which purpose, Mr. Black retired in his fy. the obstacles to their
vour ; but the French Canadian interest was too strong, and that (x. their own Acts, as afo
l ficer owed his seat jn the House to his Majesty’s Borough, aforesai, This Third Provinc
In the Borough of Three-Rivers, also, the Executive prevailed ; whil. [l 1801, by the prelimin
!. : in the Cities of Quebec and Montreal, the Mercantile interest com. some fechle attempts
bined with the Executive, in returning a favourable majority ; and op [JllJench Canadian Pla
’ a review of the whole composition of this Third House of Assembly, [illnext to clect a British
i it might have been predicted that the immediate interests of the Gove I Young; but Mr. J. A
{
L}

ernment, apart from any views of the anglification of the Conntry, Jilithe Majority, was app
and of making beneficial Settlements of the Crown Lands, would be [illof culogium exceeding
upheld ; and that the influence of men in office would be so much in. pmcliscd by his predc
creased as to produce a considerable jealousy and reaction on the part of On the 10th Junuar
the French Canadians at a future day.* This House consisted of '\U'_C‘_"“'C'l Chﬂm!"»‘l‘:
thirty-six French Canadian and fourteen English Members ; and by ¢'ving leave to intr
among those fifty were four Members of the Executive Cbuncil, three ‘sccﬂcng'y's SP}‘('Ch, «
Judges of the Court of King's Bench, four Seigneurs, Proprietors un. ”?' the immediate wa
der the Feudal Tenure, some Notaries and Lawyers, including the At. ,‘f“‘}a" to the uncertai
torney-General and Solicitor-General, three Merchants engaged in s I"X.Ct'l_lt‘ncy_ recomn
extensive Foreign Trade, three holders of minor Offices under Goy. jrescrvation of his Maj
ernment, thirteenr Habitants or Peasants, some of whom were unabi ad, adverting to the r
to write their names, the remainder consisting of Inland Traders, Auc ".“'CO““”C"dU‘l that !
tioneers, Shopkeepers, &c. This Assembly, indeed, was as well con- [ssistance "f the Publi
+ posed as the circumstances of the Country and its vicious Constitu- 0ns. Uil\‘lflg next re
tion, giving almost univer.al suffrage to the French Canadians, would Ji"*4"° and Foundlings
permit ;—and the business done, in its contracted sphere, will prove rovincial R‘?"'C““U of
the activity of various interests, influencing the march of the Adni t the same time, [!’U.C
nistration. It will also be observed, that party spirit and compet: the “f‘c"“‘f“s of his
tion between the Branches of the Legislature could still be soothed uds of the Crown, an
into compromise, and that measures rather than the men or the depart- PPOTINg @ competent
ments in which they originated, were taken into consideration, Mean- i8I I'SIDg gencration, it
e English tongue, and
* The following Members generally voted with the Government :—(Executive ns of a more lul'gg' an
Councillors and Officers under Government) : Messrs. Young, M*Gill, Lces, Dt By command of hisM
Bonne, P. L. Panet, Sewell, Foucher, Craigie, Caldwell, Coffin, Planté, Baby:— (Law.
yersand Merchants) ; Walker, Lester, Bell, Badgley:—(Seigneurs); James Cuthber, * The Act which was pas
Ross Cuthbert. . oresaid, and entitled *“ An
There was no formidable opposition to the restricted and temporising views of B advancement of Learning
this Administration ; but the following names were generally adverse to Govern: Billlishment of Colleges by a
ment measures during the present Session : Mesirs. Bedard, Poulin, Archambaul, Mlearly thirty years, has remal
and Tellier. Both sides of the House, however, were unanimous in granting Sup- rty and sectarian obstacles
plies ta his Majesty in aid of the permanent Revenue, which already exceeded twes French Canadians was ro
ty thousand pounds mrling. nt, in appoiating Teache
mish Clergy in the educa’
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d Settler \ \

1ant i he Britisd Government, loring sight of the conseq I
nission tg time, the | ( duent, lofing sight ol the conscquences ol the
use of As. Constitutional Acts, 14 and 31, Geo. LIL, appear, by the Instructions

of the Colonial Department, to have adverted to the anglification of

ed for the the Country as a mere matter (l‘-l‘l)l'l(iilk' ; and the very terms of that
d the At part of his Excellency’s Sl)(‘(‘(‘ll. which alluded to the establishment
ate for the of Free-Schools, hereafter mentioned, proved that they had no idea of
| in his fa. the obstacles to their wishes of spreading the English Language, whick
d that 4. their own Acts, as aforesaid, had crealed.

aforesaid, This Third Provincial Pafliament was begun on the 1st January,

ed: whike 1801, by the preliminary urrn‘mnvnl of choosing a Speaker, when

some fechle attempts were imigle by the Minority—first, to choose a
v and on Jrench Canadian ‘l.’lm'vnmn, in the person ‘nl'.lm.lg(' Debonne—and
Assembly, next to elect a British-born .\'ul)_|-u('.l, and Lxccutive .('uum'ill(n', My,
f the Gove Young ; but Mr. J. A. Panet, the former Speaker, being the choice of
the Majority, was approved by Licutenant Governor Milnes, in terms
of eulogium exceeding the accustomed forms of ctiquette and reserve,
ractised by his predecessors.

On the 10th January, the House being returned from the Legisla-
ive Council Chamber, and the salvo of privilege having taken place,
by giving leave to introduce and read a Bil', the Speaker reported his
scellency’s Speech, embracing a variety of topics, chicfly connected

ih the immediate wants and the Police of the Province.  After al-

ding-to the uncertain results of negociations for Pcace in Europe,
his Excellency recommended a continuance of the Acts for the better
brescrvation of his Majesty's Government and the regulation of Aliens ;
nd, adverting to the recent distressing Fires which afilictgd Quebec,
be recommended that some regulations should be made, to'render the
ssistance of the Public more immediate and effcctual on such occa-
jons. Having next recommended a provision for the support of the
nsane and Foundlings, and promised to submit a Statement of the
rovincial Revenue of the Crown and of the Expenditure, remarking,
t the same time, the encrease of Trade, his Exccllency communicat-
| the intentions of his Majesty to set apart a suitable portion of the
ads of the Crown, and appropriate their Revenue for the purpose of
pporting a competent number of I'rec-Schools for the instruction of
e rising generation, in the first rudiments of useful Learning, and in
¢ English tongue, and also, as occasion might require, \for founda-
~(Executive JI#O"S of a more lurge and comprehensive nature. *
ul, Lees, De By command of his Majesty, the Lieutenant Governor acknowledged

rest com.
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wy: — (Law .
1es Cuthber!, * The Act which was passed this Session, in consequence of the communication
bresaid, and entitled *“ An Act for the establishment of I'ree-Schools and for the
ing views of advancement of Learning in this Province,” contemplated two objects—the esta-
to Govern- ishment of Colleges by a Corporation called the Royal Institution, which, during
{rchambaully arly thirty years, has remained ineflicient, and the ercction of Free-Schools, which

anting Sup- rty and sectarian obstacles made difficult of execution.  The natural jealousy of
eeded twen e French Canadians was roused by the power which this Act gave to the Govern-
nt, in appointing Teachers and in diminishing the accustomed controul of the
mish Clergy in the education of the people, A difitrent plan originally brought
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the loyalty of his ('unadiuﬁlhjv(‘!s, as evinced by the \n]\m[;m
Contributions adverted to in our last ( h.'ulm'r; III'I(I h:v ("‘.”(lll:(l“.l hig
Speech by anticipating unanimity and (hspu't«‘h in- Public Busing
from Members whom he personally recognised a8 acquainted i
the necessary routine, and animated with correct views of the pall
wellare. i _ .

The Addresses of both Houses were hllvfl \\Ill! (‘mnplnm'l‘xts‘. to by
Exccllency, and expressions nfloy{]lty to his Mu)(‘sty ; but it is Wor
thy of remark, that the Assembly, ln_nvurl_y echoing llur clause of ”‘f‘
Speech respecting l’rvv-Sc!wnls. omitted the words ¢ Lnglish mu.;g,‘
—showing that this part of (.hv |)rnpm-'vd Instruction was tncongen|
to the feelings of the Majority ; and ll.\\'l” hercafter appear that
preservation of the I'rench tongue, and its employment in the conomuy.
cation of English (‘uns!ilulimml.I.au‘.f and I'recedents were paramou
objects in their minds.  The Coin of the Realm excepted, tln-y‘ were
dfsposcd to quarrel with every thing that was not presented in g Frenc
dress ; and this propensity was very much lndulgv.(l in their social and
political intercourse with the King's llvpl:vsmlnle(",l “l;," fmm-}l.h.,
complﬂccncy to an unprcvcdcntul extent, in the annals of tc mporisig

dahiow

lui;i":{)rc adverting to the Legislative conduct of the Assembly in thi
Session, we must remark a curious instance of the tenacity of the
Constituents of the Majority, who then, as more rcccn.lly, evined
their obstinacy in returning old I\_‘Icmb(lr‘s, however olm()xu.ms to Law,
and lost in character and reputation. - The prnpos‘vd subject is .u]su
‘lntvrvsting as having some distant analogy to the hm.mus case (‘{1 the
Middlesex Elections in England: when the pseudo patriot, ..lulm Wilkes
after having been expelled, was re-clected a Member of the Houg
of Commons.*

As férmerly mentioned, Cnarres BartisTe Bouc, one of thy
Members for the County of Effingham, !md l‘)ccn ‘cxpvllc(l from the
House of Assembly, during the lus.t S_csslop of th'c bccon(! Parliament,
in consequence of a previous conviction of conspiracy, with others, u
defraud one Etienne Dr¥uin of divers sums of money. But whu? the
Elections for the Third Parliament approached, the partiality of th
Electors to this man, and their contradictory spirit, were evinced i

forward this very Session by Mr. Perrault, and laid aside by the influence of iy
Executive, was recently| modified, nn.d has gone l‘nto (‘llo«"t in a maoner co.
sistent with the intentiond of the Majority, to dlsu!lguuh the French Canadian Na
tion from the rest of his Majesty's Subjects, in their Language and other character
’ mlfs-'l'he principal difference between lh_c two popular fav.ouril_es was, that Wi
was a man of talents and education, Whl'lO Bouc was deficient in bf)th :—l‘hese _lw;
worthies, however, resembled each other in thnt' species of low cunning, wlnrh,’md(
by impudence, always finds dupes in the.multitude ; and the cry of perse(‘ulwufq
the Government was raised with similar effect in both cases. A.t a recent date, ;!
clemency of his Majesty's Representative was exerted in pmdonn}g Mr. Bouc; :
we have not heard that, like Mr. Wilkes, he has obtained any oflice of honour o
profit, from a public body.



i) OF LOWER CANADA. a1
1, '

an extraordinary manner. The ery in favonr of the Tl'jl‘('fl'(l Member
Ity rosounded through the whole County of Eflingham. The opportunity
od b of asserting what they called their Rights ways scized with avidity by
SiNesg the Electors, who trinmplmnrll\‘ returned the same Charles H;lptiat('
yith Boue, as a Member of the Honourable House.  Tle was again ex-
ibli elled with less ceremony.than before—but was re-elected on the 30th
Aprily after the Prorogation of the Iouse ; and his annual annoyance
to lis [ ould only be prevented by the unprecedented measure of passing an
3 Wor Act in the Second Session “ for disqualifying and restraining CranrLEs
of the [ Bypriste Bove from being elected, and sitting and voling as a
g « Member of the llouse of A.vn'n//J/I//."
pen This Session is remarkable by the number of Acts passed, and the

it th [lvariety of subjects brought into discussion.  The Crown Lawyers and

mun. [lseveral Judges of the Court of King's Bench of Quebec and Montreal,
mow! Shcing Members of the House, important Amendments of the Laws
*were My ore suggested by their experience, while deference to their authori-
rench v facilitated their obtaining the concurrence of the other Branches of

alan e Legislature.  This professional infltence was likewise exhibited
ed big n ample appropriations to finish the Court Houses of Quebec and
risiig fontreal ; the expenditure for which was now calculated to be nearly
ouble the sums first contemplated. The pruspcritiv of the Country,
wing to an abundant Crop, and to the temporary demand for Grain
pthe British Market, had for the present produced a lavish disposi-
jon, evinced at once by encreased appropriations for the expences of
he House of Assembly, in Salaries of Officers, and for the purchase
is als [ Furniture and Frencu Books, and preparing for the following Ses-
of the [.Ion a project of granting pecuniary compensation, not ()nly to the
Vilkes peaker but also to the Members of the House.
House The general importance of this Session, and our principal object of
pointing to the ambition of the Majority, will render it necessary to
of (h\Etcr into some details ; and we, therefore, proceed in order of time,
m thJl notice the progress of Business in the Popular Branch.
imei', Sl [n Amendments of the Laws, the late Mr. Justice Panet distinguish-
ers, W himself this Session ; and we find him, at its very commencement,
en thefileconding the motion of Mr. Berthelot, for leave to bring in an im-
of thefortant Bill, which, after much discussion and modification, became
ced i@ Law, entitled « An Wct to amend certain JSorms of proceeding, %in
¢ Courts of Civil Jurisdietion in this Province, and to facilitate the
dministration of Justice." This Act, however, is not so celebrated
prits admitted benefits in its original enactments, as for the conse-
ences of the employment, by the Judges, at a future day, of the
pwers conferred by Sections 16th and 17th, which we shall here
nscribe: Section 16, enacts that the different Courts of Civil Judi-
ure in this Province shall have power and authorily to make and es-
lish such Orders and Rules of Practice in the said Courts, inall Ci-
matters, touching all services of Process, executions and returns of
Writs, proceedings for bringing Causes to issue as well in Term as
of Term, and other matters of Regulation within the said Courts,

? of th
1er con
an Ni
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Scetion 17, enacts that the Cowrls of Criminal and Civil Jurisdicy,

yower aud authorily within their res
I'ces for the Officers of ///r' s
of Justice nmz/ alter and cor e
And the Officers of ¢
It wouly
be premature here to deseribe the manner i which those extengy

within this Province shall have

ve Jurisdictions 1o make a 'I'.A/,/: of
(' irtsy which Table the said Courl
fron lime to lime, as they way see iccessary.
satd Courts respeetively ave divceted to conform l/) the same.

powers, capable by construction of innoy ating on the Laws and (.
cxercised.  Suffice it at pre-
sent to say that, owing to the mode of exccuting the first m(nlnn od
Section, the Chief Justice of the Provi nee, 1‘\1;. Scwell, and the lyy
Chief Justice of the Court of King's Bench for the District of M.
treal, Mr. Monk, were severally impcached by the House of Assa:
bly in the year 1814, and that the alleged abuse of powers conferry
by the 17th Section, produced a temporary secession of all the Dar.
risters practising in the Court of King's Bench of Montreal.

Those results, with their injurious influence on Provincial Politic
will in due time be presented to our rvzuntrq; and we now returny
the Session.  Mr. Justice Panet brought in a Bill which excited tl
discussion of an important question of l ublic Morals. The Bill even
tually became a Law, entitled ¢ An Act to ('.rp/uin and amend the L
respecting Wills and Testaments.” His principal object was to pre
vent the technicalities of the French Law from interfering with the
true intent and meaning of a provision in the Act 14, Geo. III. cap
88, considered favourable to the interests of the Settlers of Britid
origin, which enacted that every owner of Lands, Goods or Credits
the said Province, having a right to alicnate the same in his or her |
time, by Deed of Sale, Gifl or otherwise. may devise or bequeath th
same, at his or her death, Ly his or her last Will and Testament. |
the Bill of Amendment, the Third and Fourth Provisoes, which
stricted the married Testator to the rule of the French Law withre
spect to Bequests in favour of Illegitimate Children, were struck o
by Majorities of 13 to 5, after some interesting Debates ; in whichy
recurrence to the old Law of Dastardy was \u\w((l as ct l](llldud t
introduce into the FProvince, under the Feuddl de signation of Childra
of the State, a degraded race, burthensome to the Government ; ith
ing justly remarked that if the natural affection of the Parent weren
stricted in providing for the Child, the grievance of abandonment ¢
[llegitimate Children would be augmented, and the Public Expens
for the support of Foundlings, proportionably encreased.

Another attempt in favour of the French Law was more succes
ful ; but in our humble opinion it had not even the pretext of mordl
ty in its favour: we allude to the admission of the Serment Decisor
or Qath by which, under certain circumstances, a Debtor may //t‘}r“'
mitted to clear himself of a Commercial Debt by simply swearing!
its having been paid and satisfied, without even stating the time or piod
of payment. We are bold to asscrt that this retmgrado movement i
French Law has been mere prolific of perjury than all the temps

arading lh(' I)r\)'l\\l m of Barristers woie
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diclio tions to that crime which the practice of the English Criminal Law
resped. and Rules of Evidence has introduced into the Provinee; and it is
he said one of the deplorable instances, in which the Sovereign may be suid
corred to tempt the people to commit sin, and become obnoxious to the re-

of 1 tributions of a future state of ¢xistence.
would And from success in reviving hurtful laws, we have little consolation

tensive in adverting to the f‘lilm‘v of an attempt to give limited relief to the
nd e wlilers of lands under the Feudal Tenure.  In the progress of the
at pre- |‘. il for the rclief of Persons holding Lands or Immoveable Pre perty
tioned of His Majesty en Rotvre, upon which Lods el Ventes, or Mutaticn

he lar Iines are due, Mr. Youno, seconded h\ My. Cuthbert, propose d
{ Mon. clause, enabling His \].m ity to conform to the practice of the o (l
A s Colonies, and the [H)ll of the Proclamation of 17 763 .ull(‘:l(l}‘ men-
nferred tivned, by establishing, insteadr of those Feudal Burthens, an Annwal
ie Dar Rént.  This, however, was of corrse resisted, as an important inno-
vation on the French and Feudal Law; and no effectual relief of this
Yolitics, description was afforded, till the Imperial Parliament interfered,
furn t will be hereafter mentioned, in the years 1522 and 1825.
ted the The limits which we have preseribed to ourselves, prevent our en-
Il even tering into the merits of various Acts of a local description passed
he L dwring this Session; but we ought to mention the more important
to pre mitter of the supplies voted to His Majesty, which consisted of the
ith the following pm’mun('nt Acts, 41 Geo. I11., Cap. 14y grantine {o Ilis
11, Mujesty certain new Duties on the Impm/zl/mn into this Province,
Bri of oll mm.u/m/mu/ Tobacco and Swuuff; and for disallowing the draw-
edits @bk on Tobacco manwufactured within this Province: 41 Geo. 117,
her | Cap. 18, granting to Ilis Majesty a duty on licensine Billiard Talles
ath t@lfor hire, and reaulating the same. The most important Acts passed
nt. | this Session, besides those already alluded to in this Chapter, were an

hich @A ct to amend an article of the Code Civil, with its derogations as it
with -@lbhath been usually received in this Province, which directs and fixes
ick outhe degree of 4“1111!\ and consanguinity of witnesses in civil suits,
wvhich The following Bills, though rese rved for His M: ajesty’s assent, be
ated ! ame Laws eventually, and were introduced into the Statute \ml\
hildregiibext Session:—a Bill for the establishment of Free Schools, and the
t; it befledvancement of /un)l/)l" in this Province ; and a Bill_for remov ne
werercliillc old Valls and F. rtifications that surround the City of Montreal,
pnd otherwise provide for the salubrity, convenience and embellishment
of the said City.
This busy Session of the Provincial Parliament, was closed on the
th of Aprll. 1801, with a speech e ?pr( ssive of the utmost confidence
' the good intentions and approbation of the mecasures of hoth
louses; and, in the accustomed mode n/ ”I‘.‘H/" them credit for tal
b deep interest in the fortunes of the British Empire, His Lxcellen-
armg! v, In the course of his specch, announced the completion of the Le-
or pis islative Union between the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland
ment i nd he was pleased to say that this nmportant cvent so coflcctanlly

-

temypl ”lwlld.xln"'thv strmw(h security aud prosperity of the Eu
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would no dotibt be sensibly felt in this Province, which, partaking
the general beucfit, would not fail to partake also in the satisfuctiy,
which it conveyed to the paternal bosom of our most gracious Sovereyy,

From the facts detailed in our previous Chapters, it will have ap-
pearcd to our readers that the present Administration was distinguish.
cd by a prudence approaching pusillanimity, in never risking a recon.
mendation ortginating in itself, to the Tlsuse of Assembly, calcula.
ted to excite the prejudices and  strenuous opposition of the majori.
ty. The Constitution, in its developement, blending itself with il
French Laws and) Feudal 'Tenure, could not fail to alarm such g
administration, and every occasion of enabling the French Canading
Majority to display their power, was sedulously avoided. This systen
is connected with the refusal of His Majesty’s Ministers to move the
Imperial Parliament to give effect to the Consolidation Act before
mentioned, which might have procured a repeal of the few British
Acts, including 14 Geo. I1I., Cap. 88, and made the support of the
Civil Government, and the regulation and application of the whol
Provincial Revenue of the Crown, depend upon, and be controuled by
the Provincial Legislature. 'This system of eluding the general con.
troul of the Revenue, will be more clearly perceived, when we come
to state the hesitation evinced by Sir James Craig, in the year 18],
to applaud the offer of the House of Assembly to vote the necessary
sums, for defraying the civil expenses of the Government of the Pry
wvince ; the consequences of an acceptance of which, and the ambi
tion in which it originated, were well understood by that intelligent
Officer, and by His Majesty’s Executive and Legislative Councillors,

Having thus pointed at the interest and disposition of the Govern.
ment, preferring the course of obstructing the career, instead of re.
forming the abuses of a vicious Constilution, we proceed to review the

events of the second Session of the third Provincial Parliament of

Lower Canada.

This Session was opened by the Lieutenant Governor, recentl
raised to the dignity of a Baronet of the United Kingdom, witha
most gracious speech, beginning with delusive expectations of settled
peace in Europe, and alluding to the late successes of His Majesty’s
arms in Egypt. After remarking the tranquillity and prosperity of the
Province, blessed with abundant crops of Grain, His Excellency cor
gratulated both Houses on the entire suppression of the trouble
caused by discontented occupiers of the Crown Lands, many
whom having been ejected by the Patentees, had broken out intorn-
otous proceedings, before quitting the Province, subjecting themselve
to being stigmatized by his Excellency, as a band of lawless adver
turers, to exterminate whom, it had been necessary to appeal to the
loyalty of the great majority of His Majesty's Subjects. The lat
coalition of the Northern Powers of Europe, had induced His Majer
tv's Ministers to look to the Colonies for supplying some portiond
Naval Stores, in case of future emergency ; and His Excellency statd
the commands of His Majesty to take into consideration the mea
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of introducing and encouraging the culture of hemp in this Province,
which subject, was therefore recommended ln. the Legislature ; and
L'\lvt‘('lkllinlls, ‘-41{1;11].\' sanguine and dt-l.!mwt_ SUCCESS Were express-
el.*  The continuation ol the Act for estMlishing Houses of Cor-
rection, was recommended ; with reference to which establishment,
His Excellency made some pertinent remarks as to the means of pro-
ducing habits of industry in convicts, particularly those who might
be still young and guilty of minor offences.  After announcing his
intention of laying the accounts of the Provincizl Revenue of the
Crown before the House of Assembly, His Excellency ended his
speech, by stating to ‘lmlh Hmm-ﬁ, lli:x: ('l)l)“(]('n("(' in their zeal illl'([
prudence in pursuit of the prosperity of the 1’ruv|n('v, and his anxi-
ous wish that no  Session of the present Parlianwnt should pass by,
wichout being distinguished by some plans conspicuously productive
of public advantage. )

The addresses of both Houses were confined to the topics of the
speech, dwelling emphatically on the extermination of the lawless ad-
venturers ; and it is worthy of remark that the Legislative Council
introduced the same topic, in an extraordinary address presented at
the same  period to congratulate His LExcellency on the hereditary
puk of Baronet, conferred upon him by His Majesty.

On the 12th of January, Mr. Taschereau, Grand Voyer, or Super-
intendant of Roads and DBridges, brought in a Bill « ¢ explain,
mend and reduce into one Act of Parliament, the laws for making,
epairing and altering the Highways and Bridges in the country parts
! this Province.” This measure was proposed, after dae deliberation,
by the Officer who had experienced the deficiencies of the laws; and,
1 the course of the discussion of merits, many suggestions of im-
provement were made, calculated to combine local with gencral ad-
antages ; but the old opposition to the Road Act, reappeared, with
Il their prejudices and jealousies ; and employing the manwuvre of
psenting themselves, a quorum could seldom be obtained ; and this

omising Bill, languishing through several stages, died a natural
eath before the end of the Session.

Itshould be mentioned that the presence of men, with habits of
usiness, gave great activity during the Session; and we occasionally
hd at once a reference to a Committee of the whole House, of
beasures recommended by the Executive, particularly when the con-
uance and amendment only of previous Acts were in question ;

* Tt requires extraordinary encouragement to induce a people to cultivate any
icle with no other and more immediate view than Commerce; but when their
n wants oblige them to attempt the production of what is connected with their
bsistence or luxurious indulgence, in eating, or drinkiug aud clothing, they are
ily stimulated to action by Government. On this principle, the cultivation of
bacco, the breeding of Cattle and Hogs, the raising of a surplus of Grain, the
tillation of Spirituous Liquors, could easily be promoted in the Canadas ;—in
same manner, also, we have seen the cultivation of Cotton and Rice and the
ensive breeding of Sheep for the sake of their flegees, almost spontaneously in-
ducing themselves into the United State..
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the despateli of business was also facilitated by the circumstance o [l 7 the loeal magistracy to

several Exccutive Counetllors, in the House, being enabled to wy, o the Court of ""."l'.'; Bet
' ) Pty ’ g
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and mitvigues of the Majority had prevented the election of - Meuly, unds for renting a honse

L) L, ~ ¢ ,

belonging to - the Exccutive, several measures were introduced of materials requisite for s

passed by the Assembly, which were necessarily n-j«'('(ul in the L.
gislative Councily on account of their interference, whetler casual o [lears, been very injudicious
id Gaol, .’l,vln‘nprmhl;] 08

ards an estabhishmeny, sep

lesioned, with the prevogative of the Crown,

eNt,
When it was found that the  English practice, of making Countigy oy has only tended 1o
jn, which this location fauc

ional Police, and the more
On the 15th of I'ehruary
poved to resolve that, on (h

or Cities pay for local improvements, would not be enforeed in Loy,
or Canaday, but that improvements would he paid out of taxes g
Commeree, the peasantry readily combined in petitioning for Roads
and Bridges at the |u||)|ir CXpense ; and various illlli“(':l(i(!llh this Ses

ston were made, which might have induced an intelligent man to a. il Compittee to consider
ticipate the extraordinary vote of Fifty-five Thousand Pounds for (e allowance to be made to
‘nf)l_)'. T'his motion was

improvement of internal communications in the year 1817.% Wy
persons dnterested applied for a Road or a lh'i({gv at the public ey
poense, laking the opportunity of some fatal accident arising fron
ther nealioence to perjorm road labour, they alledged that the sal
of This Majesty's Subjects, Travellers, and the interest of Commer
required such an expenditure ; and the petitions, signed by the (w
rates, Captains ot Militia, and Scigrcurs, were generally urged upa
the Members of the Assembly, who, iff not otherwise interested,
were given to understand that their re-clection would depend on the
success in- obtaining the prayers of such petitions.  Iustead, ther
wrey of County or District Roads, Bridges, or Court-Houses, aid
“Gaols, as customary in Britain, in Upper Canada, and in the United
Stateg, being their own caxpenditure, we have such works at the generd
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The encouragement of the culture of Temp was taken into cons
deration at an carly period of this Session, and the Committee ap

pointed, reported favourably on the subject.

On the 19th of February, Mr. M*Gill presented a Petition, pray
ing for an Act to regulate Apprentices, Journcymen, and l)mm-.~l{«‘n
who were represented as violating  theis engagements with impunity
A Bill was introduced for the redress of those grievances, empower:

* \We have heard of the British and other liberal Governments voting mong
for the cutting of Canals, reserving, however, to themselves, the |)rm|urvvvf the
Tolls; we have heard, likewise, that the Government of Great DBritain have occasiona'y
contril uted  halt’ the expeuse of the County Roads; but we could never have ims
gived that any Government should have acted as that of Lower Cull;l(';l,.ill taking
a sum equal to a whole year's revenue of the Country, for the purpose of applying
it through interested Commissioners, to merely local improvements.  The Hu
of Assembly which orizinated, the Legislative Council and the Governor who sanchow
: a il wsure, must be charged by posterity with their Just shares 1/ blame n Y

/
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al magistracy to make regulations, subject to the approval
v Conrt of l.m;"u Bench of Quebee and Monrreal.
Act of this Session, continuing an Act for establishing
Jlouses of Correction, authorised the application of one hundred
unds for renting a house, paying a keeper, and providing the stock
s materials requisite for setting conviets to work,  Thig cesay to-
qrds an establishment, separate from the District Gaol, has, ot late
hears, been very injudiciously abandoned ; and the lower part of the
id Gaoly approprinted as a House  of Correction, from views of eco-
s has only tended to the increase of crimes, by the communica-
i, which this location facilitates, hetween the 1)1)]1 cta of the correc-
hional Police, and the more hardencd immates of the Prison.
On the 18th of February, Mr. Bertheiot, seconded by Mr. Planté,
wved to resolve that, on the 15th of February, the TTouse would go
pio Compnittee to consider the expediency of establishing a pecunia-
allowance to be made to the \l" aker and Members of the As-
nbly. This motion was strenuously opposed, as contemplating a
casure contrary to the practice and spirit of the British Constitu-
on; but the united efforts of the English Members and the Cana-
o Placemen, ('ullM not at once defeat the motion. By obtaining,
km‘('r. a call of the ITouse for the 8th of March, they were able
nlly their \\lmw force and influence, and on that day, they suc-
u(l in throwing cut the motion, by the usual vote of a postpone-
nt till the 1st ol Augnst fext,
()u the 21st of March, an important Bill, which afterwards became
law, was passcd for the regulation of the Police, withig the Cities
Quebec and Montreal, and the Town of 'l'hru'-l{ivcr(/. This Act
remarkable as containing the first symptom of prospective puli('y in
pe Majority of the llmlw of Assembly; for it has a proviso, that,
henever the Inhabitants of any Village, consisting of not less than
pirty inhabitcd houses within a space of fifteen acres square, shall
plition the Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace for the
istrict in which it may be situated, for the establishment of regula-
s of Police, the Justices are authorised and required to grant the
jer of such  Petition, by framing Rules and Orders, with proper
s and penalties, and submitting the same for approval to the
pstices of the Court of King's th\h. as provided in the same Act,
jih respect to the Cities of Quebec and Montreal, ard the Town of
pree-Rivers.
The accounts of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown showed an
rease of seven thousand pounds; but the only appropriationa.
uired and sanctioned by Government, were four thousand pounds
replace the like sum advanced by His Majesty for the erection of
burt Houses, and two hundred pounds sterling, likewise advanced,
\lnnt to an Address of the House of Asscmbly, for the purghase
Books, | chiefly French.

# The Library of the House of Assembly, was this Session under consideration
Mr. Justice Panet, and other Members of a Special Committee, who classed the
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The Annual Vote for printing the Journals of the Touse, was
Session accompanied  with an order to frame Indexes, to fuciliy
veference to the contents of the whole series, which had now exten,
od to ten volumes,

Some differences of opinion ocenrved hetween hoth Tlouses g,
Sesston, causing the loss of o Bill introduced by Mr. Justice Py
to regulate the mode of granting the remedy under the Freneh 1y
called 3¢ nefice d Inventaire, which mate ||.||I_\ interested  the nating
of the Country.

On the 5th of April, the Lieutenant Governor gave the Royal A
sent to cleven Acts, five of which were for the purpose of couli
g previous Acts, and all were for definite times, v\wpl that for
qu \hl\mp Charles Baptiste Bouc, which was to continue in foree
il it should ph‘uw His Majesty to grant him his gracious pardon, ay
release him from the legal  consequences of his conviction of cong,
racy to defraud Etienne Drouin.

It does not appear, from iuspecting the Journals, that the brilli
expectations of 1lis Excellency, from the labours of the Assembly
were realized ; but it seems to have been resolved by the Executi
to pursue the laudatory strain.  The closing Speech of the Licute
ant Governor, avoiding all invidious distinctions between the condy
of the two Iouses, ascribes to both an active and steady zeal |
the gencral interests of the Province. Tlis Excellency expresses,
the warmest manner, his reliance on the beneficial influence of ih
Members in their several Counties during the recess, and points!
the foundation of the prosperity and happiness of the Country, re
ing upon Agriculture and Commerce, and sccured by a correct of
ministration of justice, under the free and protecting  Institutionsi
the Mother Country, the benefit of which would be fully apprecias
by the increasing intelligence of a loyal people.
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P an A. D, 18503 & 1801,

nilivg v tminary Remarvks on the tempn taanyg conduct of the Administration, and
the probab’e causes of thiveonduct.  Viewsof influential individual’s, at)
yal A the etab’tshment of a Landed Aristocracy and hereditary Titleiof Honour

‘onti in Lower Canwla. The Clergy Reserves.  Speculalions in lung Leares uf

for dis Lands and Righlsy heltd in movtmain by Nunneries. —Third Session.  Lieu~
WCC U tenant Governor's Specch. — Iiflects of War in Vurope on the Tradeof (anas
Ton, da. - Presentments of the Grand Juries of the Districts of Quebec and Mon-
COonsp trealy on the subject of new Gaols and House of Correction. - hnprovement

of the Militia lLaws recommended by hin Excellency. — Despalch of Busi-
Drilliae ness recommended. —Tendency of the Constitution to the firmalion of an
‘“(\“'l‘“y Oligarchy, @annected with the Laxecutive.—The House of Awsembly repurts
eculive in favour of new Gaolsy, §c.-State of the Provincial Revenue. - Ssme
deutey Freneh Canadian Placemen in Savour of innovations.—Mr. Justice l'a«
condy
zeal |
LHS8CS,
vof ol
Yoints |

ne's project of abolishing Interment in the Churches of the Province.

(veyance of Travellers by the Maitres de Pode at this time contrasted
wilth the facilities aflorded by Steamboats. —The Militia Laws amended.

New mode of intercourse between the Legidative Council and the House of
Assembly. —Call of the Members of the House of Assembly. —Agitation of the
question of abulishing the Slavery of Negroes within the Province. —This
question superseded by the opinion of Chicf Justice Monk, in favour of the
abolute freedom of all Negroes, while residing in the Province.— Precan-
tionsof the House of Assembly on the subject of Grants of Tolls. —-1ill of
Supply to His Majesty. —Abirtive attempt, on the part of Mr. Young, to es

lablish a Register Office. -Re/lections. Propensily of the Majorily to ex-
pend the Public Moncy intranslating English Precedents into French. - End

segish of the Session.—Fourth, or extravrdinary Session of the Provincial Parlia-

R e e T n—

e C menty he/d in consequence of the renewal of War in Lurope. —Prompt allend-
ance of the great Majority af the Members of the House of Assembly. — The
Licutenant Governor's Speech tv both Houses, vead in the absence of Mr. Papi-
neau, without the usual salvo of previously reading a Bill. Addres.es in
reply to the Licutenant Governor's Speech. -- Unanimity and despatch of the
House of Assembly in passing the Bills fur the venewal of the Acts for the
better preservation of His Majesly'sGovernment and the Regulation of Aliens.

Differences on the Bill from the Legislative Council, making 1l the duly
of Romish and other Parish Priests to read Acts of Parliament, Proclama-
tions, §c.—Bill for the Regulation of Volunteers, introduced by Mr. Pap-

neau, rejected by the Legislative Council.—End of the Session. —The effects

of the renewal of the War in Europe upin the Commerce of the Canadas.
Progress of Industry and Internal Trade ascribed chicfly to external and
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Sortuitous causes.—Anti-commercial System of the Assemb’y in texing
chandise fuor all purposes. —This System deters the I'accative from

ing Internal Improvements.—1ifth Sessivn of the Third Provincial For,
ment. —His Fxcellency's Specch 5 ls. recinme: datirns. arnd commony iy
The ZAddress of tle Lezislalive (i,
¥

ei/vziums on the Legislulive Bodics.
ci/ nut the usual echo ty his Fxcellency's Speech, and diering in thisn.
spect from that of the House of Assemd’y.
the question of building new Gaols, and on the means of precerting e
Abortive atiempt to estadlish angj

~-Tke Huue chiefly occupici

dents by I'ire in Quebec and Montreal.
ditional Judze and Court Term for the District of Three-Rivers.—State
the Provincial Revenue and Expenditure.— Progress of Population and (s,

merce in Upper Canada.—Important Presentment of the Grand Jury of iy

Dastrict of Montreal, recommending an Assessment to defray the expong

building a Gaol f.r that Distric'.—Characteristic Treatment of that Pr.
sentment by the French Canadian Majorily of the House of Assembly-
THE Qudrum of the Louse reduced forthervemainder of the Sessionto Tudls
Members.—Bill fur amending the Ordinance for the prevention of A,
dents by Fire.—Causes of its rejection in the Legis’atice Council.—Reju
tivms on the well founded jealousy of the other Branches of the Lezislat
with respect to the systematic Pulicy of the Assemb’y in replacing perm
nent by temporary Aets.—The Legislative Councilobjects ty the appoinim
of Commissioners by Bill to treal on Financial matters with Upper Canod
—Conduct of the Majority of the House of Assembly on the subject of
Grant solicited from the Crown fur the scite of the District Caol in M,
treal.—Important question asty the Religious Rights of Presbyterians i
#" Lower Canada, excited by the opinion expressed by the Chief Justiceuf!
Province in the Court of Appeals.—Claims of Presbyterian Congrezalin
in connection with the Nativnal Church of Scotland.—Supply to Fiis My,
ty this Session.—Act for the Inspection of Beef and Pork.—Number of i
passed.—End of this Session, and of the Third Proviancial Iarlianme.

Reflection on Gricvances, real and imaginary.

In our last Chapter, we touched upon the temporising Policy of i
present Administration. The Members of the Executive were gen
rally advanced in years; and the few English comprised in it, har
been foiled in every effort to introduce the spirit of British Legi
tion into the practice of the Constitution, now appear to have tun
their attention to the improvement or repair of their private fortun
leaving the Country to vegetate like an unweeded gayden. That %
tion of the Constitutional Act, which authorised His Majesty tos
hereditary titles of honour to the office of Legislative Councillor, 2
long fixed the attention of some individuals ambitious of foundingi
milies ; and the French Law of Substitution or Entail, restricted
the third generation, was chosen as the first means of securing

fortunes of descendants, till the course of events should facilitate |
introduction of the English Law of Primogeniture, so well calcula
for establishing a landed aristocracy on a stable foundation. An3
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e fmrmnt instance of the employment of the 'rench Law of Substitution,
1 with the view of founding a family, is that of the late Honourable
/ Pa Henry C aldwell, who cnhnlul one of his Scigniories upon his grand-
nonpley wn. On the other hand, those who had obtained large Grants of the
ve Con waste Lands of the Crown under the English lumrv, looked forward
to the period when, agreeabiy to the spirit of the ninth Section of the
micd w Act 14, Geo. II1. cap. 83, the LEnelish Laws of Descent, and consc-
n1 (/wnf// the richt of Primoceniture, should be introduced into the Iown-
dodnad ships of Lower Canada. Not only, therefore, were the applicants for

state /B Township Lands animated with views of immediate interest, but like-

nd Con. wise with the hope of establishing an Aristocracy at a tuture day;
ry of li and, as many of them entered into the composition of the Govern-
Tuene ment, they naturally expected to render the duties and expenses of
that Pre Settlement almost nominal, or at all events capable of being trans-
embly- ferred as a burthen upon those who might purchase a portion of their
o Tue Lands. The Clergy, secured in one seventh of the Township Lands
of A equally lcoked forw ard to the performance of Settlement Duties hy
Rei means of their Lessees ; and as the Lots were scattered systematic-
o ally, no improvement in Roads throughout those Lands could take
g perns place, without encreasing the value of the Clergy Reserves. The en-
intme vions of the Cities and Boroughs likewise, under the present Laws
- Canods and Establishments of the Country, afforded opportunities for specu-

Fect.of lstion to persons possessing some influence in the Lixgcutive and Le-
gilative Departments. The Lands and Rights, and even Servitudes,
of the Religious Communities of Nuns, permitted to exist in Quebec,
icoof 1 Montreal and Three-Rivers, were obtained on long Leases of nincty-
nine years, and turned to account by ingenious Speculators; in u-/,,,w-
hands a mere right to establish a Fishery was converted to that t of erg:
it ing Wharves (mzl Buildings, JSirst for the use of the Lessee, and u)(/u
' m end of the long Imu, to revert to the Lessor ; and thus to perpe-
tuale the wealth and importance cf those an: mu/uus Institutions.

After those prdmmun\ notices, calculated to account for the apa-

w of I thy wikh which influential individuals looked upon the defects and vi-
re oel ces of the Constitution, we proceed to review the events of the Third
hart Session of the Third Provincial Parliament. It was opencd on the
Legit §th February, 1803, by the Licutenant Governor, with a gracious
e tur Speech from the Throne, addressed to both Houses, which began
v \\I[h congratulations upon the ratification of the l)dmm\«- Treaty of
hat S Peace bctwecn his Britannic Majesty, the French Republic and other

v 1o Powers. This event, contrary to all theory and past e. l/).)/{/lu, was

llor. | asserted to be fraught with Commercial b\nu.‘a to Canada.* lHis

yding!
]C“d * Itis chiefly when Britain is engaged in War that the Commercial resources
of the Canadas are drawn forth and ehcouraged, by the wants of the Mother Coun-
try. To War alone, or to the prospective Policy of preparing for its exigencies,
itate | lave the Canadas been indebted for the extent of their ‘I'rade, more particularly in
culat Grain, Lumber and Provisions.  To the same event and policy they owe the bene-

And fits arising from the great expenditure of British Revenue in Public Works; aud,

ring !
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Fxecllency next alluded to Presentments from the Grand Juries o
Quebee and Montreal respectively, demonstrating tie insufficiency f
their Gaols, and the urgent necessity of establishing Houses of Cor:
rection in those Cities, for the use of their extensive Districts, 3
provision for those important objects was urged upon their immediate
attention ; and His Excellency enlarged upon the duty of the Legisl.
ture to use means for the effectual application of the Laws to the cor.
rection of minor offences, as being eventually not less important ¢
public morals and the peace of society, than the punishment of flagrant
crimes. The continuation and improvement of the Militia Acts were
next recommended.  After promising to order Statements of the (i
vil_Expenditure of the past year, and of the Provincial Revenue of
the Crown, to be laid before the Assembly, his Excellency, address.
ing both Houses, recommended a continuance of the zeal whjch, he
was pleased to say, had been manifested by them in the prcviorus Ses.
sion for the public welfare, ending his Speech by recommending des.
patch of Business, as the obvious means of enabling them speedily to
rcturn to the occupations and comforts of their respective private sta.
tions. The Addresses of both Houses were echoes to the Specch,
promising attention to the objects recommended, with compliments to
Ilis Excellency in return for his expressions of unqualified approba-
tion of their previous conduct.

It is, however, remarkable, and in apparent contradiction to this
last recommendation, that Mr. Justice Debonne proposed, instead of
meeting daily as previously practised, that the House of Assembly
should meet-on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays; and that, though
this proposal was not formally sanctioned, the House, during this
Session, did notf actually, on the average, meet oftener than three
times a week. *

On the 11th of February, the House proceeded to take into consi-
deration, the Speech of His Excellency ; Mr. McGill and Mr. Jus
tice Debonne taking the lead in proposing Committees on different
subjects ; and on the 16th of February, the House in Committee, re-

in this respect, the Colonies of Great Britain, on this Continent, have advantage
during War exceeding those of neutral Countries, which are subjected to the plun-
der and vexations of all the Belligerents, on various pretences.

* ‘This may be ascribed to the wish of the Judges and other DIlacemen, that
their legislative dbties should not interfere with their judicial avocations ; they na.
turally considered (air presence in the House, essentially calculated to promote the

,views of the Adminigtration, and correctness in legislative procecdings, which the
“ Jess informed character of many of the Members was inadequate to supply. This

proposal likewise proves the tendency®f the Government towards an Oligarchy,
being the only form wunder the presemt Comstitution, which could prevent the complete
ascendancy of the French Canadians; as already mentioned in our first Chapter; and
we may here remark, that the frequent ghanges of Governgrs, and the vicissitudes
of peace and war, together with other circumstances, rendef an Oligarchy imprac
ticable in the subordinate Government of Lower Canada, without the expenditure
of money for conciliating the Members of the popular Branch, which would rencer
it burthensome to the supreme Government,
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m'trd in favour of new Gaols and Houses of Correction, for the

Jistricts of Quebec and Montreal, and a Special Committee was ap-
nmtul to enquire ‘into the fittest places for thewr erection within
those Cities, and into the expenses likely to attend the butlding of
the same. '

On the 18th of I'ebruary, a Message was received from Iis T'x-
cellency, accompanying Statements of the Provincial Revenue and
Expenditure.  The former, having been increased by the amount of
arrears of Territorial Revenue, exceeding six thousand pounds, was
this year above thirty-two thousand pounds currency, or nearly thirty
thousand [munds sterling, while the abstract of warrants granted for
the pnl)]ic service, including the quota of duties payable to the Pro-
vince of Upper Canada, amounting to eleven hundred and sever ty-
two [mund\ currency, was thut) seven thousand and eight pmnuls
seventecn shillings and six pence sterling.  The expenses ‘of the Le-
gislative C ouncil, for the past year, were eight hundred and forty-
seven pounds nineteen shillings and two pence, and for the House of
Assembly, twelve hundred dn(l tltr\-()nc p()und\ four shillings and
four pence, together, two thousand and ninety-nine p()unds three
dillings and six pence currency. Of the whole expenditure, about
venty thousand pounds sterling were for salaries and other expenscs
o the Civil Government; three thousand. pounds for Pensions and
Allowances ; and the rest for advances towards the building of Cpuit-
houses and Bridges, and the support of other local Establishments.

We find the late Mr. Justice Panet, this Session, zealous to intro-
duce improvements, bearing upon the health and morals of the com-
munity, and suggested to his intelligent mind by the progress of sci-
ence.  On the 21st of February, hv brought in a Bill « for preven
ing the burial of the Dead in the Churches of this Frovince, and tn the
Church-yards and Burying-places within .the walls of the Towns of
Quebec and Montreal.” This measure excited much clamour among
those adverse to every innovation, however judicious ; but though not
passed into a law, its spirit now prevails, and burials in Churches are
ciefly confiped to the interment of Romish Priests and Nuns, who
ae to be considered, in some degree, as separated in life and death
from the rest of the (‘Ommumt)

In consequence of Petitions from persons cmployed under license
for the conveyance of Travellers by land, a Bill was introduced, giv-
ing a more 'l.nplu allowance to Maitres de Poste, by which, at some
seasons of the year, five pmmd\ would have been the total fare lmm

Quebec to Montres l, and vice versa ; that is to say. about seven penc
per mile, cxclusive of subsistence ; lmt the L v"l-latuw very prope rl\
confined itself to a continuance of previous Agts on this suh iect ; and
when afterwards the Maitres de Poste became restive, several enter-
pxmng individuals, of English origin, established covered carriages,
running w eekly between Qtlcl)c and Montreal, furnishing such spee-
dy conveyance and good entertainment to Travellers, at rcasonable
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rates, as greatly increased the intercourse, by land, between Quely
and Montreal, and the intermediate places. Hercafter, we shall by
occasion to notice the introduction of Steam-navigation, by Mr. M.
sop, which has now reduced the expense of conveyance by water g
the communication between Quebee and Montreal, to the Joweg
chirges, on which a person undcrtaking the journey by land, on fo,
would inevitably be subjected. *

The principal subject of’ discussion this Session, was the improve.
ment of the Militia Laws; and an Act was passed, which, if du)y
executed, would have rendered taat species of force much better i.y:.
pared for the defence of the Province, than it was found to be at e
commencemgnt of the late war between Great Britain and the Uit
States.

This Session is remarkable for a chdnge in the previous mode of
intercourse between both Houses, evincing no small jealousy betwee
the Laeislative Council and the House of Assembly, and a stricer
conncCtion between the former Branch and the Executive, than had
previously existed. Till this period, Messages from the House of A«
sembly to the Legislative Council, had been carried by two Member
ef the former body ; and, from the latter to the former, by one Men.
ber; but this Session, Committees of Conference zgreed, and it wa
afterwards resolved by each Branch, that Messages from the Legisla.
tive Council should be sent by an Officer of the Crown, of the rark
of Master in Chancery, and that Messages from the Assembly, should
be sent to the Legislative Council by one Member of the Assembly.
i The House and its Committees hayving been repeatedly - adjourned

for want of the ordinary quorums for the transaction of business, b
I ing seventeen for the House, and three fer Committees, a call ofsthe
H House was ordered in the most peremptory form, for the 4th of Marcl;
when several Members returned to their legislative duty, and ten
While Great Britain enjoyed peage, the French Can

were absent.

the Nat1oN CANADIENNE, by their presence in the House of Assembly;
and when, in consequence of the order of the Speaker, Mr. Jose
g Puapineau, Memifer for the County of Montreal, was brought to Que
bec in custody of the Serjeant at Arms, we find him petitioning fo
a release from his legislative duties, which, after much discussion, wis
granted for the present Session. o

During every Session of the Legislature, the House of Assembly
| had been agitated on the question of the existence of Slavery oﬂNe-
groes within the Province; and this. Session, on the 1st of Mard,
Mr. James Cuthbert, seconded by Mr. Justice Panet, broughtin:

* Raftsmen and.common Labourers, as well as Emigrants, can now l‘)?ohvoyﬂi
from Quebec to, Maptreal, for two dollars each, or 14d. per mlle,’}ud ometime,
‘ from the spirit of competition in the owners of Steam-boats, at.hfee farthingsp®
! mile, as deck passengers: this affords'such a striking contrast, that our readers wil

doubtless excuse us for an‘ﬁt"tpa!fhg theregular progress of events.

dian Leqders, at this time, ¥id not expect to-increase the importance of
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¥ Bill to remove all doubts respecting Slavery within this Proviace, and
'\.“‘ for other purposes. This measure was not persevered in, being con-

M.

idered unnecessarv, from  the decided manner in which the Chicf
Justice of Montreal had declared that the Criminal Law of England,
established in the Province by the Quebec "Act, and the Habeas Cor-
pus Act of Canada, might be so construed as to destroy all rights
of property in Slaves in Lower Canada.  There was, besides, no cir-
cumstance of climate or species of cultivation in the Province, which

€r on
Owest
| 1‘\\\ t,

)rove.

duiy ustificd the continuation of” Slavery ; and it was very proper that, as
i i“"" in England, every human being who may touch the soil of the Colo-
at th : S - el e & . Y o oar .

Bl Uk nies of Great DBritain, on the Continent of North America, should be
Sinted

forthwith recognised as free, without prejudice to private contracts of
SCTVICe.

We find, this Session, the first application for authority to-erect a
Bridge over the Montmorenei, and exact a Toll; and a Bill for this
purpose was introduced by Mr. James Cuthbert; but little progress
was made; and we shall hereafter find that the House became
cutious, and ordered several preliminary enquiries to be made, and
public notices to be given of the objects of such applications, before
wkng them into consideration.

On the 9th and 11th of March, several Members obtained leave of
ahence ; and occasional adjournments, for want of a quorum, took

r' ¢
e of

‘tween

tricler
)

n had
A

1t was
egisla-

t‘ m.“‘ lce daring the remainder of this Session.

should . oo : . .

aou On the 14th of. March, a Bill for a Supply to His Majesty, was »

embly. e ed. ¢ ] » the Act 35 Al ) mereast ' i
. [lintroduced, amending the Act 85, Geo. 11l., and increasing the du- 1

’U“:Ld ties on Licenses which it imposed; but this mecasure was not perse- 3

'“t" , vered in ; and the House merely passed another Bill to replace ad-

Ol the -

ances made by His Majesty for the building of Court-houses,
amounting to six thousand pounds, to be taken from the unappropri-
pted produce of the duties Jevied by the permanent Acts 35, Geo.
JlIL, Caps. 8 and 9, and 41, Geo. II1., Cap 14.

On the 1st of April, Mr. Young introduced a Bill for Enregister-

oo

arch;
ad ten
Cana-

ance of

SR e T SN

"v . . . . » . :
f”/”[/‘j' g certain Deeds, and Certificates of Deeds affecting Real Property,
JOT" mnted by His Majesty in Free and Common Soccage ;—but this at-

0 Que

b eupt to obtain a Register Act, completely failed ; and, nlh‘&l'('pcut-
Ing for

lendeavours in the House of Assembly, and the actual passage of
similar Bill in the Legislative Council in'the year 1825, this Pro-
ince remains unprotected from the accumulating evils of mortgage
rauds, and secret transfers of property.
On the same day, an Address was voted to His Excellency, to be
companied with plans and estimates for the erection.of Gaols and
flouses of Correction for the Cities and Districts of Quebec and
ontreal, praying that His Excellency would, in behalf of His Ma-
sty, grant the necessary lots of ground for the scites of those
.”di”g‘"l to'which Address, a favorable answer was received from
1§ E.\ccllcng_\', who was pleased to say, that he would take every
K

Dy Wi

sembly
Uf \(
Mard,
ht in

wonveyd
netimey
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measure which depended upon him to advance the objects propose,

On the 9th of April, the propensity ot the Majority to accumulate
expenses, by translating English Laws into I'rench, was evinced by
a resolve to apply the sum of two hundred pounds to the translation
of the Lex Parliamentaria. The Licutenant Governor was induced
to acquiesce in this measure ; but, when the Ilouse of Assembly, atq
Juture time, votcd @ much larger sum for the translation into French of
the voluminous work of Hatsell's Precedents, [lis Ilonour, Presiden
Dunn, deemed it expedient to check this propensity, by re/using to make
tie advances before provision should be made for the expense, by an
Act of the Legislature.

The business of this Session was much interrupted by the absence
of Mewmbers; but the French Canadians took care to be sufficiently
strorg in the House, to defeat all attempts at innovation an the Laws
and Customs of the Province, being equally regardless of the exampl
of improvement held forth by the course of Legislation in Frane,
England, the United States of America, and Upper Canada.

After having voted considerable sums for the yearly increasing ex-
penses of the Assembly, the House, on the 14th of April, was con.
manded to attend His Excellency in the Legislative Council Chamber,
where the Speaker appeared, accompanied with only seventeen Men.
bers. The Royal Assent was given to six Acts, already alluded 1
in the course of our preceding remarks ; and His Excellency closed
the Session with a Speech containing the usual topics of praise for
past conduct, and pleasing anticipations for the future.

The treaty of Amiens, on the conclusion of which, ZLieutenant
Governor Milnes had so recently congratulated the Parliament o
Lower Canada, was soon found to be only a hollow truce betwee
France and England, during which, Napoleon Bonaparte was un
ceasingly occupied with schemes of unprincipled ambition, more cor
nected with the aggrandizement of himself and his relations, tha
with the happiness of the thoughtless and infatuated Frenchmen, wh
had suffered themselves to be harnessed to the triumphal car of thy
Corsican adventurer. The rapid extension of the effects of his an-
bition, in Italy and Switzerland, was accompanied by such taunts and
insults to England, that a rupture became inevitable ; and, in th
month of May, His Majesty recommenced war, with a more gener
support from the British Parliament and Nation, than had been expe
rienced since the period of the conquest of Canada, in the Admins
tration of the elder Pitt.

Official intelligence of the war between Great Britain and the
French, and the Batavian Republics, having reached Quebec in Juls
1808, the same was communicated by Proclamation ; and in virte
of a section of the Militia Act, the Provincial Parliament, whid
stood prorogued till the 24th of Aufiist, was summoned to meet, /#
the despatch of business, on the 2d of the same month.

This extraordinary Session was opened by Lieutenant Goverw
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Sir Robert Shore Milnes, with a short Speech, announcing the com-
osed. mencement of hostilities, and recommmending the renewal of the ex-
ulate pired Acts for the regulation of Aliens, and for the better preserva-
d by tion of His ‘\l;ljmt}"s Government.
ation The pmm,;tiludc with which the great Majority of the Members
luced of the House of’ Assembly repaired to Quebec for the public service,
ala was a topic of eulogium in the Official Gazette ; and the Addresses of
n both Houses to His Excellency, were replete with sentiments of loy-
Sl alty and patriotism.
The zeal of the Majority was so great, that the accustomed salvo
'y an of privilege was omitted ; and, without waiting for the introduction
and reacing of any Bill, the Speaker was requested, immediately af-
ter the return of the House, to report His Excellency’s Speech, which
being done, a Committee of five Members was appointed to frame the
Address 1n r('ply."' .

make

sence
iently
Laws

tmpia The utmost unanimity prevailed in passing the temporary Acts al-
Fanc, luded to in His Excellency’s Speech; but even this short Session of

ten days affords some specimens of opposition to the Lxecutive, and

1g e differences between the Legislative Council and the House of As-

i come sembly. The increase of new Laws bearing upon the public duties
imber, of an uneducated Population, whose plea of ignorance could not al-

Menm-
ded to
closed
ise for

ways be equitably rejected, induced the Government to devise more
sutable means than the press, for the communication of Laws to the
unlettered Peasantry ; and, at the suggestion of the Executive, the
Legislative Council passed a Bill, entitled ¢ An Act for the more am-
ple publication of certain Acts of the Provincial Parliament,” by which
it was enacted, that all Rectors, Curates, or other Priests or Ministers
of the several Parishes or Churches of this Province, shall publicly
read after Divine Service in the morning, at the Preshytere or other
usual places, where the legal assemblies of each I arish are held, all
Acts and Proclamations, or any part thereof, when and so ofien as they
or either of them shall be thereunto required by the Governor, Lieute-
nant Governor, &c. ; and, for this purpose, it was further enacted, 1/at
all such persons should be furnished, by the Clerk of the Legislative
Council, with copies of the Laws passed at each Session of the I'ro-
vincial Parliament.

When this Bill on the 8th August was moved to a second reading
in the House of Assembly, Mr. Papineau, who abhorred the mecasure,
us being calculated to _facilitate the extension of the influence of the Fz-
ecutive over the Romish Priests, and, through them, over the Constitu-
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* Mr. Joseph Papineau, who had absented himself during the previous Sessions,
ook the oaths and his seat on the 3d of August ; and his nawe appears on the same
ay as one of the Messengers sent to His Excellency to learn when he would be
pleased to receive the Ilouse with its Address. We may here remark, that the at-

ndance of Members was considered of such consequence, that the names of thuse
tho had performed their public dutics were ordered to be recorded in the Journals of

he House, being in all thirty-scven.
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ents o thie Majordy, moved moamendment that thesguestion sbao
he postponed all Tst September next
weastre Giled only by the casting vote ol the Speaker,

sition nest endeavonred to sohstitute the oldest Captams of Ml

and this menns ol detcating
l ' ( U! l'\.
for the Priests: and this winbike movement had momentary success
but. as in the celebrated ease of the Road Act i the A“'”". 1795, th
friends of the Administration rallicd their Forees, restored the Priests,
and the Bill was finally passed on the 10th of August, without amend.
maont,

Another measure, recommended by s Fxeelleney, was the en.
couragement and discipline ol such Corps of Men as should voluntg.
rily offer their serviees for the defence of their Towns and Coasts, or
for the general defence of this Provinee during the present War, A
Bill for this purpose was introduced by Mr. Papinean, interfering with
that complete controul of  Militia  arrangements which the Law
had invested in the Governor 3 and as the measure did not appear
caleulated to extend the powers of the Lxceutive, the Bill passed by
the Assembly, after some unsuccessful efforts to render it acceeptable,
was not proceeded upon in the Legislative Council before the Proro.
gation, which took place on the 1Tth of Angust, TH03.

The closing Speech of His Excclleney to both Houses ac Lnow!lcdpad
the alacrity with which they had provided for the sprimary objects of
his recommendation : alluded to the late successes of His Majesty's
Arms in the West Indies, as being events connected with the se
curity of the Provinee; and finally intimated to the Members the im-
portance of their unremitted excertions, in such times, to disseminate
throughout the Colony those principles of loyalty by which they
appeared to have been actuated.

During the recess, the cffects of the War, carried on with vigour,
was extensively felt, in the encr vased demand for Grain, Flour, Pro
visions, Lumber, and other articles of Canadian Produce in the B
tish Markets: all which were admitted for Home Consumption, Duty
free, with the exception of Grain, Flour, Furs and Peltries, which pad
moderate Duties.  Shipbuilding, which had been gradually avgment.
ing at Quebee, was soon destined to be commenced at Montredl;
and, being a branch of Industry which can be exercised during the
long Canadian Winter, it was as much recommended by this circum:
stance of continual employment, as by the scope which it afforded to
the clearance of Lands, by the internal demand for Timber thus creat-
ed.  As being connected also with the encouragement to clear Lands,
we should mention the encreasing manufacture of Pot and Pearl Ashes,
of which articles above a thousand tons were this year exported from
Quebee to the Ports of Great Britain. The Trade of the Country,
Inland and Foreign, augmented by the demand caused by the Warn
LEurope, had obtained no direet encouragement {rom the Local Gov
ernment and Legislature : on the contrary, it will appear that the M;-
ity of the House of Assembly cxtended their pernicious and Ante

vil. J

it rul.‘u'ulf AL
Lipenditure, s
fr’r’llt. and nece
(‘ rreclion, Ill
blonded with ¢
plodding Peasa
ors, and to inst
erion 1/!'1'/1/4‘1//'
ion of  Lower (
alative and 1,
easres of 1m)
d) 50 by the wa
o/ the Inhabita
wmmercial reli
m;r{ I{HIH/\'. I}
cans of ('mn‘r_
The Fifth anc
ppened on the
lose Speech,
ent, breathing
pstances of du
ouses uncomn
pr the regulatio
by s Government
lief of Insanc |
¢ beneficial efl
pur years,  All
ire, his Excelle
y without somg
Isastrous effects
m of the Gaol
bliced to cive
ve as a tempo
cthem.  Add
mised Statem
the Civil Ex
g both Houses,
D the important
 public affairs
8 part, His Ex
mmendation o
siness,
The Address o
(':ml.langu:lg(‘
oot was bri
endations conta



O LOWLEIRL CANADA, ()

(e louls - amercinl system of tarine Nlerehandi=e Jor cvery species o f I'ublic
sl detcanting l,n,m///uu. stygmal ising Commerce as the cawse of the encrease 0of
Lere Hhe oppo e, and necessilal oy the erection of Conrthouses, Gaols, Houses 0f
praing of Militia ( rreclion, I/n,s/'/Iu/\, &c. Such conduct and misrepresentation,
WNRENTY NUHCCeN blcnded with compliments to the simple and negative virtues of the
Cyent 1795, 1l Jodding Peasantry, could not fail to please the great body of Elec-
tored the Priests, ors, and to insure the re-election of the snme Members, giving a com-
, without amend. Jexion decidedly Frenchy Fewdal and /Anti-commercial to the I,lj"'/.(/rt-

ion of Lower Canada, m/r/./l'r/r://_// deterring His /‘II{/‘I',\"I/'] ”l'/)n'-
ey, wis the on. cutative and the Inhabitants f Dritish origin from amidating any
¢ xhould volunty. easures of improvement in the Lower House, eag epl when forced Lo
v and Coasts, or i) s0 by the wants of an cncreasing I'u/w/u/iuu. and the inl/rn‘lunilirt

yresent War, A o/ the Inhabitants of Upper Canada and the adjoining States ; whose
interfering with wmmercial relations with Lower Canada required the facilities of
which the Law ood Roads, DBridoes, Canals, -the improvement of Rivers, and lhe

’

did not appear cans of Conveyance by Land and by Water,

e Bill passed by The Fifth and last Session of the ‘Third Provincial Parliament was
ler it acceptable, pened on the 10th February, 1804, by the Licutenant Governor,
hefore the Proro lose Speech, as usual, began with business and ended with compli-
)93, poit, breathing acknowledgments for past and expectation of future
wes ncknowlodpad sances of duty and loyalty.  His Excellency ascribed to both

imary objects of ouses uncommon anxicty to continue the Acts revived last Session,

His Majesty's pr the regulation of Aliens and the better preservation of His Majes-
ted with  the se s Government ; and he reminded them of the expiring Act for the
Members the im lief of Insane Persons and “the support of" Foundlings, referring to
g, to disseminate ¢ beneficial effects of that humane Law during an experience of

by which they ur years. Alluding to the repeated occurrence of Accidents by
» his Excellene y expresse '« a Imlx(' that this Session would not pass
on with vigour, ) \\nlmul some lnuvmnn for their preve ntion or for restraining their

rain, Flour, Pro astrous effects, stating farther that, in consequence of the destruce
aduce in the B on of the Gaol of Mnnm.ll by onc of those accidents, he had been
msumption, Duty bliced to give directions for such reparation of the ruins as might
Atries, which pad re as a temporary Prison, the expense of which would be laid be-
wdually avgment ¢them.  Addressing the House of Assembly, his Excellency next
cd at Montred; omsed Statements of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown, and
reised during the the Civil Expenditure of the past ycar ; after which, address-
1 by this circum  both Houses, he attempted to excite their emulation, by re I(rrmg
el it afforded to p the important advantages of unanimity and encrgy, ¢ xhibited in
‘imber thus creat-  public affairs of the Parent State. l’lul;,lng himself to perform
1t to clear Lands,  part, His Excellency ended his Speech with the most carnest re-

and Pearl Ashes, l@nmendation of unanimity and vigour in the despatch of the public
ar exported from sincss,

» of the Country, The Address of the Legislative Council, though expressed in re-
ed by the Warm ctful language, was not that ccho to the Speech which was usually
y the Local Gov- [Jlen ; it was lmd, and alluded, in gencral terms only, to the recom-

pcar that the \! ‘Hdauona contained in the Speech; and the spirit n/ this composi-
nictous and A
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it ]
tion seemed calculated to deprecate the style in which His Excelley,

mingled eulogium of the past with brilliant anticipations of the fun, the 5th of Ju
on every occasion of meeling the Legislature. hers standing
The "Address of the House of Asse mbly was a perfect echo toy, ouse of Comn
Speech, containing promises of unanimity, zeal, and despatch, whig pue was thirty
were very nnlu liutl\ pulmmul urrency, and tl
Jefore the Spe aker was permitted, however, to report the sl"‘” fred and  seven!
thv Majority took care to resume the salvo of privilege omitted iy iy, yunds currency
Fourth Session; and leave was accordingly granted to Mr, Berthely edilure over (
to bring in a Bill to continue “an Act for es'ablishing Regulaiy, overnment, wil,
respecting Aliens and certain Subjects of His Majesty 'w/u) /mz( rest ubly to make g
ed in France, coming into this Province, or residing therein” —whiy p which Upper
became a Law without any material debate or discussion.  The o} jJibree hundred ai
temporary Acts recommended to be continued by His E ‘((L’”U(\ 4 p the consumpti
matter of course, and other expiring Laws were duly renewed. flon was now a
The means to be devised for the prevention of Accidents by Fiy, spices of the ¢
and the discussions on the mode in which the expense of erecting , Jkirk ; whose ¢
Gaol in Montreal, together with the choice of a fit spot for its lo entioned, as he
tion, were the subjects that chiefly produced debates, and called fori e British Gove
the peculiarities of the ambition of the Majority. This Session is4 On the 10th ¢
so remarkable for the first attempt to establish the Corporation, cil ¢ Assembly, b
cd afterwards the Trinity House of Quebec, for the better regulatiy ttemporary
of Pilots and Shipping, and for the improvement of the Navigation d teen pounds cu
the St. Lawrence; but this measure was postponed, as.being less ryof that Cit)
gent than others, which came home to the business and bosoms of sty's Court of
Mujority.  An attempt was also made this Session, by the Rep briance, with r
sentatives of the Borough of Three-Rivers, to have its Courts of Ju at we deem it
tice on a more extensive scale, with two Sedentary Judges, inste € Names of the
of one, and four Court Terms, instead of two ; and very plausible ‘““‘{““bly the
guments for this extension were found in the cn('rt‘usmg Populatin b”z‘»’”'g to d.'O
and Commerce of that Borough and District, and in the expected p ving stated in
gress of the new Tow nslnps. This measure was, however, oppos ovision for a pe
with success, by the Attorney-General, Mr. Sewell, who appean > growing wan
have doubted the progress of I/u' settlement of the Townships underf “cvd as follow
influence oy French Law and of the lale arrangements o) the Lo “ No ({l.lcstion
Board. Leave of absence having been grdnu‘(l to William Smi '"‘,’d" of makir
Esg., Master in Chancery, a second Officer of that rank was appoin this h““,d’ they
ed by the Licutenant Governor, in the person of Charles Delery, Es, f;xp“'“‘”ﬂ thei
and thxs new appolntmcnt of an Officer, to whose other duties was They hold it
tached that of carrying Messages from the Legislative Council to {/‘”z the expens
Assembly, was communicated to the latter Body by one of its Mes ‘ An Assessm
bers, the Honourable James M‘Gill, an Executive Councillor, and House of Cory
objection to this new appointment was made by the Majority. fants thereof,
On the 9th of March, the Honourable Mr. M‘Gill pr(»c(nteﬂ "‘m"l to, on the
Message from His Excellency, accompanying Statements of thel “ The uniform

vincial Revenue of the Crown, and the Expenditure for the year e where the subje
undersiood, not
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ich His 1‘.'J‘u/jw._ . .

tions of 1/11'Ju;u the 5th of January, 1804, which Message was read, all the Mem-
o n 3 S . i . . .

’ s standing uncovercd, agreeably to the etiquette of the British

perfect echo toy Jouse of Commons on similar occasions.  The amount of the Ke-

i (1t'<1)‘lt('h wl nue was thirty-two thousand two hundred and seventy six pounds,
S ) - . . . . 5 .

rrency, and that of the expenditure, thirty-six thousand e¢ight hun-

red and  seventy-one  pounds sterling, or about forty-one  thousand

ds currency ; and we may here remark, that the excess of the cx-

Ch

report the Speed
l(l; L;:, ‘;\I;:.I.H;%:L:l\‘”‘?f audilure m'('r.///(' Revenue, had always been defrayed by the British
i rnment, without, in a single tnstance, urping the House of As-
nbly to make good the deficit. The amount of Drawbacks of” Dutics
p which Upper Canada was this year entitled, was one thousand
bree hundred and forty pounds sterling, showing a decided increase
p the consumption of dutiable articles in that Province, whose popu-
fon was now augmenting by emigration from Scotland, under the
ispices of the enterprising, though singularly unfortamate, Earl of
lkirk ; whose eventful undertakings must hereafter be frequently
entioned, as having been the means of enforcing the attention of
he British Government to the state of the Canadas.
On the 10th of March, the Lieutenant Governor communicated to
e Assembly, by a written Message, a statement of the expenditure
atemporary Prison in Montreal, amounting to six hundred and
teen pounds currency, accompanied by a Presentment of the Grand
ryof that City and District, addressed to the Justices of His Ma-
sty's Court of King’s Bench.  This latter Document is of such im-
priance, with respect to the financial principle which it supports,
at we deem it expedient to make a few extracts from it, and to give
e names of the subscribing Jurors, the A\Iuj(.frity of whom were un-
estionably the richest, best informed, and most respectable persons
plonging to the City and District of Montreal. The Grand Jurors,
ving stated in their Presentment the absolute necessity of a speedy
ovision for a permancent Gaol and House of Correction, suitable to
2 growing wants of the increasing population of that large District,
ceed as follows:—
“ No question can therefore arise upon the subject, but as to the
mode of making Provision for the expense to be incurred; and on
this head, they conceive there is no impropriety in the Grand Jury
expressing their sentiments.
“ They hold it as a general principle, to be economical and wuse,
that the expense of local objects should be defrayed by lical means.
L An Assessment upon the District of Montreal, Jor a Gaol and
House of Correction, cannot possibly be burthensome to the Inhabi-
he Majority. tants thereof, and 15, 1n our opinion, the proper means to be ve-
M<Gill prl'st‘l‘-t?é ‘:;rl,('f[ to, on the occasion. ' . '
tements of the » ‘}Hte uniform ])r'r:f'tlf'g’ of the Mother Country, in -t/ns respect,
re for the year o where ’lhc subject of 1"',‘”','“” both general and local, is 1/mrpugl11y
undersiood, not only sanctions, but strongly recommends this mea-
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“ sure; and it will be wise to be guided by her experience of the g,

“tary effects which have resulted from such a system.”

The arand Jurors, after alluding to the alarming increase of crip,
within their large and  central District, and to the late  destrugy,
fires which had taken place, finish their Presentment, by stating e
necessity of an  Act, for the purpose of strengthening the hands
the Magistrates of Montreal, for the prevention of accidents by fir,

The names of the subscribers to this inrportant Document, day
Montreal, the 10th of September, 1503, are /s, Guy, James Dunl,
J. Bouthillier, J. G. Delisle, J. M. Mondellt, Ls.” Chaboillez, Ju,
Ogilvie, M. Kay, J. Hervieux, John Blackwood, Junr., Joseph Iy,
bisher, John McKindlay, Mce. DBlondeau, John Lidly, Gab. k.
chere, R. Crutkshank, St. Geo. Dupré, John Richardson, Frany
Desrivieres, James Caldwell, J. P. Leprohon.

I'he Financial doctrine contained in this Presengment, was so e
trary to the views of' the Majority of the House of Assembly, thay
was not trcated with the regard which it deserved ; and, though i
contained important matter on the subject of accidents Dby fire,
was not ordered to be referred to the Committee appointed, abog
this time, to bring in a Bill for the prevention of such accidents|
T'his Presentment, however, was employed to influence the approachy
Election, as containing a Doctrine revolting to the penurious habis g
the Peasantry, who found in it an extension of the principles of ik
Road Act, which first laid a contribution on their labour for lu
improvement.

We return to the events of the Session, by stating that the absene
of Members, for Electioneering and other purposes, had, on the 10}
of March, so much reduced the number of those present, that ik
quorum for the remainder of the Session was, by the casting vile
the Speaker, ordered to be TWELVE MEMBERS.

"The same day, the Bill for amending the Ordinance and Act forpr
. venting Accidents by Fire, was committed ; and some progress havy
“*been reported, leave was obtained for the Committee to sit ag

"This very important Bill, having been much modified in its pase
through the House, by the Majority, w/ho were not inclined to g
" any encouragement to proprictors covering their buildings with Tin od
Iron, instead of Shingles, was amended in the Legislative Councy
for the purpose of such encouragement ; and, after a conference
tween the Houses on the disputed points, the measure was laid asik Reals; havior ca
nor has the yearly increasing importunity of the Cities of Qucbecigil | - | EV“N
Montreal yet succeeded in oblaining any amendment of the Ordinriillly, i gomich Ol
and Act for preventing Accidents by Fire. The endcavours of (. o Presb:
Citizens for this purpose have becen the more weakly scconded i /1 7 -, Ijh;
the Executive; because the ambition of the Majority of the Houst anding, by a '"
Assembly, had now declared war against all permanent Acts ; and, ke Church of l:
the question whether a temporary  Act could suspend a perma f illegal Marri;
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_ " Act beyond the perind of the existence of such temporary Act, had
ertence of the s, not been settled (as it may now be considered from the re wival of the

m. ‘ old Militia Laws in this present  year 1827) the Government, as will
{r Increase of criny
» ate Siruet

e late  destrucyy, of the Powers of the IHouse of \x\unl)l\‘ which were "l’llll(l//l/ en-

Jll(f by stating 4 ” J,/,,[ /7/ the \Iu/ n//r/ to encroac /1 upon His A\lﬂ/« .s// S I)Mrmv.zt/u\
cning the hands

hercafter ;mp:-ul', was extremely cautious in - calling for the exercise

: ' by f uu/ cramp ! the uru'mli ns of the Executive.

ai;“ ents by Jir The ¢t nduct of the M. jority now began to interfere with that spirit

' ocument, daty o (UH\P“’““"‘ which had previously existed ; and the Le gl\ldln\(‘

Juy, James Dunl | Wodoh bee il . Legisl:
Council, inscli-defence, began to scrutinise the pretentions of the

Chaboillez, J. ,\N-ml)h'. with that legal acuteness which the  composition of the
Junr., Joscph 1. Council enabled it to bring to such questions.  This present Session,
14’/{.'/' ("”{"‘ Fraw when the Assembly had sent up for concurrence, a Bill appointing
chardson, Frany, Commissioners to mect Co.amissioners to be appointed by Upper Ca-
pada, on the division of® Revenue, which Bill contained the names of

itment, was so co. the prop osed Commussioners, the Council amended it by investing the

Asscmbly, thatg pomination and appointment of" the Commissioners 1n ‘the (n)vunm,
U‘!; and, tl“""‘r'h W usidering them as a kind of diplomatic mission to be regulated agree-
scidents by fire, & obly to the analogies of the trealy making power, inherent in the Crown.

appointed, abog A long and interesting conference mul\ place between both Houses

such accidents on this subject ; \\lun the Managers for the Assembly attempted to
nee ’/“'.”i’/”"““"\' etiblish a distinction between Missions on questions of Revenue, and
penurions habits Mssions for General and International purposes. The influence of
e principles of i the mercantile interest, the practice hitherto followed, and the ur-

r labour for | gency of the measure, prevailed on the Council to withdraw its
amendment, not, however, without protesting against this concession

g that the abscn ing drawn into precedent ; and the Bill received the Royal Assent
s, had, on the G, [le end of the Session.
> present, that t With a view to call in question the Territorial Prerogative of the

the casting voc {SRCrown in virtue of the Conquest, the Majority of the Assembly re-
fused to proceed in voting a Supply for the building of a Gaol in
ce and Act for g oitreal, before appointing Commissioners to inquire whether no
me progress baviy private individuals had claims on the lot of ground proposed to be
nittee 10 sit i3 ugernted by His Majesty for its scite ; but the Bill passed for this pur-
m\"_l In IS pasivage, was rejected by the Legislative Council ; and the next Assem-
ot 1’“"”‘}'” o ;"ubly, importuned by the Citizens of Montreal to make provision for
dings with Tin ol urgent an object, accepted the proposed lot of gmund with that
r({.’,\\ldtl‘t’ Councy suicn discontent, which characterises dlsdl)p()lnt((l ambition.

er a conference b A late opinion of the Chicf Justice, expressed in the Court of Ap-
surc was luid asik peals, having called in question  the legality of numerous Marriages
ities of Quebec B |omnized by Ministers not belonging to the Protestant l*‘,pisc:p'.nlr
it of the Ordinvilly, i Romish Church, the greatest alarm and anxiety took place in the
endeavours of U inds of Presbyterians and other Protestants, ce 1\'1')1(-’ some to upp/:/
cakly scconded Y /. 7.0rd Bn/m/) of Quebec, /ura Ratification of Marriages of long

ity of the ””“{“ anding, by a new Celebration of the Rite, agreeably to the forms of

nent Acts ; and p ie Church of England. But this being no remedy to the civil effects

spend a perman f illegal Marriage, an Act was passed this Sessian, to quiet the
1%
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minds of the interested, by confirming all Marriages which had beg
solemnized since the Conquest, by Ministers and Justices of th,
Peace, enacting that all such Marriages, from the day of their cle.
bration, shall be held good and valid in law, to all civil effects, i
tents and purposes.

The opinion expressed in the Court of Appeals, having placed the
Presbyterians in connection with the General Assembly of the Churc
of Scotland on the footing of Dissenters within the Province, a Bj|
was introduced into the Assembly for their relief; but this measur
was not persevered in, owing to the repugnance of this alledge
branch of the established Church of Scotland to be publicly designa.
ted as Dissenters; and they have never ceased to urge their claimsy
participate in the confidence, support and patronage of the Governmen,
as a Church co-ordinate in civil and religious rights, with the Prote.
tant Episcopal Church.

The Supplies voted this Session, were three thousand three hundred
and ninety-one pounds seven shillings and ten pence currency, t
make good the deficiency in the Funds for paying the salaries of th
Officers of the Legislative Council and Assembly, and the contingent
expenses thereof, and one thousand six hundred and ninety-one
pounds four shillings, to replace advances by His Majesty, toward
the completion of the Court-houses of Quebec and Montreal ;—fu
the translation of the Lex Parliamentaria, two hundred pounds, and,
to balance an account of Books purchased, seventy-five pounds.

The only new Act, affecting Commerce, passed this Session, wa
one for the inspection of Beef and Pork, containing regulations fo
the curing and packing of Provisions, and the conduct of Inspecton
appointed for the purpose. This Act contains a judicious clause res.
tricting all such Inspectors from dealing in provisions ; and, though
the exigencies of an extending commerce required its amendmen,
some of the recent modifications have not been approved of by prac
tical men. It is worthy of remark, that in the year 1824, in the fir
Session of the last Parliament, a Bill for the amendment of the law
for curing and inspecting Provisions, was drafted by the Montreal
Committee of Trade, and transmitted with accompanying minutes of
evidence, to certain Members of the honourable House; but tha
such was the neglect exhibited of the mercantile interest of Montre
al, that the Bill and Papers were mislaid, to the great disappointmet
and disgust of the framers, who have never returned to the task of
pairing this loss.

Thirteen Acts, of which eight were temporary, wege passed ths
Session, which was closed on the 2d of May, 1804, with a Speech by
the Lieutenant Governor, who added to his accustomed portiond
praise, the most earnest solicitations that the Members, returning v
their respective residences, would exert themselves to strengthen an
extend the spirit of loyalty and gratitude to His Majesty, whose Gov
ernment had conferred so many benefits upon the Province, protect
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's which had beg,
1 Justices of the
day of their cele.

ed, as it was, from tl_n(' evils of the war afflicting many Countries, b
the powgrtul arms of Great Britain. Such benefits, long fumilinr’isc({
Lcivil effects is to !"e r.mnda‘ of the great Mu‘]o‘nty of the_ Population, were, however,

falling into contempt and oblivion ; and, it being the lot of humanit,
that the absence of reu{ grievancec should be replaced by imanina;‘/z,
ones, there was not wanting a variely of such topics for the ezercise (;/f
eloquence and (lquarrz(ztz()iz on the part of the K\Injorlit‘y of.the French
Canadian Candidates at the approaching General Election.
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arainst the
Fourth House of Assembly.— Account of the conduct ard Speecles of the Candy Financial

dates at the General Election.—The topics of declamation, properlyam Means emp)
lysed, are all referable to the natural discontents of a Roman Catholica andto i1 1
Irench Peiple, subjected to a Irotestant and British King.—Tle e uses 1ls cons
gogues begin to draw false analozies between the Grievances of Ireland o tain Toasts
those of Lower Canada. Their continual boasts of Loyalty to the King en. the Preside)
ployed ts cloak their hatred of DBritons, and their oppasition 1y the Lo Toasts, to be
Government.—Composition of the Fourth House of Assembly, viewed wil Toasts stale:
reference to the Temporising Disposition of the Executive.—First Sessi alune cruld
—Mr. Panet re-elected Speaker.—Lieutenant Governor’s Speech to b Quebec Merc

Houses, characterised by moderated expectations of bencfit from the Pop. inthe House
lar Branch —Addresses in Reply.—Renewal of Temporary Acts.—Mr. Rich. conduct.— T,
ardson’s Bill for the Destruction of Thistles, passed by the House of Assen. pravecution ¢
bly, but rejected by the Lezislative Council.— Proceedings on Controvert Maje ty in s
Elections, defeated by the wanrt of a Provincial Law on the subject-ih dise exclusit
Defect afterwards supplied by the Act 48, Gev. IIL, Cap. 21.—Influence if production ¢
the Commercial Minoritly in obtaining the improvement of the Rapuds, ani misrepresent
the establishment of a Turnpike Road between Montreal and Lachine.—Al sent condict
lusion to the Corporation of the Trinity House, as being comnected with th Colonsal inte
vicious, Anti-commercial and Anti-colonial Sy:iem of concentrating dl the Laws gi
power in Quebec.—Abyrliveattempts of the English Seigneurs and Merchan passed in the
in the Assembly to obtain modifications of the Feudal Tenure of Lands the Commerci
Deseription of the Retrait Lignager.— This right defended by the Majirily, &c.—Reflecta
as preserving Feritable Property in Iamilies.—Account of the Iebate n The Preside,
Mr. Caldwell's Lill for enabling the Seigneurs ty compound for their I the transiatsi
dal Rights. —The arguments of the opponents of this measure combalted iy ed by the Pr.
reference to the c¢fJects of a Free Tenure of Lands in New Hampshire—id President, in
to encourage Credit Sales of Seed Wheat, by giving a privilege to Sellers w bers from the
the Crop, besides a general Mortgage.—Reflections on Legislalive Relief n

casesof Local Scarcity.—Act to provide for the erection of District Gaolin IN our last (
Quebec and Montreal.—The Commercial Minority make an incffectual op- p].)ycd by the (
position to the system of expending the Funds raised by Taxes on Merchar M}', at the Gen
dise, fur Local Establishments.—Mr. Richardson’s Bill for the celebralin lnp.ics were par
of Matrimony, passed in the Iouse of Asiembly, is rejected by the Legule I imaginary.
tive Council.—Amount of the Provincial Revenue and Fxpenditure—T¢ the natural con
House of Assembly orders the translation of Halsell's Precedents.—Accns .\'l‘St(‘(] the cor
of some privale Acts passed this Session.—Sir Ru/(.wt Shore Milne’s Speech & al and Protest

the end of the Session.—FEnd of his Administralion, and congjecture on [k (t‘llglon, and h
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Adirastralion of Mr. Justice Dunn. under the (itle of I'resident.—His
advanced age and temporisiiz dispssilion encourage the Iemozogues to
make new attempts to overawe and silence their opponents.— Second Sessiun.

Account of the President’s Speech, which recommends ro measurces except
the renewal of the temporary scts.—Addresses of bith Ilouses tn reply.
Abut one half of the Members of the House of Assembly d) not attend this

Seision, and the rest are chiefly occupied in vivlent and vindictive measures

arainst the Merchants and other opponents of their iinancial Sysiem.
ceches of the Candy Financial princip’es of the Merchants and Drilish Settlers dcscribed.

tion, proper’yan Means emp/syed ty recommend them to the British part of the Populalion

Roman Catholica{ and to Iy Majesty's Government.—The Majorvity of the House of Assemnb/y
KNing.—Tke lemn uses 1ls constructive privilezes intemperate’y azainst tire Press.—Votes cer-
inces of Treland tain Tuasts at @ public Dinner at Montreal libellous : and orders Mr. Todd,
alty to the King en the President of the Dinner Party, ard Mr. Elward:, the Pub’isher of the

nsttion 1o the Lo Toasts, to be taken into custody by the Serjeant at Arms.—The vbnoxisus
embly, viewed wilh Toasts stated verbatim, showing that an intolerand and overbearing spirit
ttive. —First Sessiv alune could have reprobated their freedom.—Mr. Cary, the Editir of the
1or's Speech ta bith Quebec Mercury, ordered into custody for giving an account of the Debates
refit from the Pipi. in the House of Assembly ; but is released on making an apslogy for his

ary Acts.—Mr. Rich. conduct.—The Majorily, meeting wilh delays and difficullies, give up the
the House of Assen procecution of Mr. Todd and Mr. Edwards. —Memorial of the Assembly (o Iiis
ngs on Comtroverte Maje ty in support of the Financial Syitem of taxing imported Merchan-
on the subject-ih dise exclusively to defray Public Ixpenses, local as well as general.— This
p. 2A.—Influence of production criticised, and ils false and factious principles exposed.— Its
't of the Rapids, and misrepresentation of facts veferred to, as characteristic of the past and pre-

W2 and Lachine.—4l sent condicet of the Popular Branch ; which sacrifices the Commercial and
o comnected with th Culonial interests to those of an ignorant Peasantry.—Iill to consolidale
f concenlraling ol the Laws giving a rezulated monopoly for the conveyance of Travellers,

newrs and Merchanl passed in the Assembly, bul rejected in the Legislative Council.—Lfforts of

Tenure of Land: the Commercial Minority in the House.—Act for the Inspection of Ilour,
‘ded by H.c‘ Majoril) &c.—Reflections.—Amountaf the Provincial Revenue and Expenditure.
it of the Debaten The Presvdent refuses to advance money on the Address of the Ilouse, for
pound for their Ite the translation of Halsell's Precedents.—Resentment of the Assembly delay-
reasure combalted iy ed by the Prorogalion.—End of this short and unproduclive Session.— The
\Vew Hampshire.—id President, in his closing Speech, laments the absence of many of the Mem-

rivilege to Sellersn bers from the House of Assembly during the whole Sesston.

Legislalive Relief v )

yof District Gaolit Ix our last Chapter, we alluded to the topics of declamation em-
ce an ineffectual o-[DIyed by the Candidates for seats in the Fourth House of Assem-

y Taxes on Merchar bly, at the General Election, which took place in July, 1804. Those
11 for the celebratia[ilitopics were partly retrospective and existing, but chicfly prospective

ected by the Legise o imaginary. The retrospective, properly analysed, merely bewailed
I Expenditure—T<jilthe natural consequences of the conquest of the Country, which had
Precedents.—Acon nvested the conquering Sovereign, a Protestant King of'a Commer-
orc Milne's Speech ® al and Protestant Nation, with power over a people of the Romish

nd conjectureon It
state of the I'roviie
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ment. The accommodating Act of 1774 had not ‘removed all thyg Notwithsta
circumstances of the Conquest, which disturbed the routine and p, of the Elector
bits of the Peasantry, and still left causes of jealousy between Fourth House
new 2nd old subjects, which were deeply felt, though not openly ey, to the tempori
pressed, by the Irench Canadians and by their Representative defensive posi
The King of England had taken possession of the Property of the la which the indi
Order of Jesuits, originally granted for the education of persons pro. ment of Sir R
fessing the Romish Religion ; and would naturally employ the reve. character, and
nue of that Property in such a manner as might insure a share of i cumstances on
benefits to his Protestant Subjects, who were likewise free from i, The Fourth
obligation of paying tythes to the Romish Priests. Under the Fren padian, and fi
dominion, all the Lands of New France would have been granted, y. eicht Proprieto
der the Feudal Tenure, to provide for the encreasing population ¢ aly, two Judg
French Canadians of the Romish Religion ; while the King of Ep. owr Notaries, i
gland, a Sovereign of a Nation chiefly Protestant, would naturally Shopkeepers, &
employ his Prerogative with the view of giving an ample share of the House, ten Ind
unlocated and ungranted Lands to Protestants. These consequence Trade, to whon
were already felt by the French Canadians; and mingled in ther sent Session, ¢
minds with other alledged grievances actually existing ;—they repine Jlllby Land and b
at the number of offices of profit and honour held by Protestants, and ent with Uppe
at that compromise which, under the new Constitution, had take jon, which wa
place between a majority of Protestant Officers and a minority of Re. $si0DS.

man Catholic Officers of the Civil Establishment, forming a species After an unst
of Oligarchy. The Constitution, indeed, had a decided tendency 1 h of January,
render the Popular Branch of the Provincial Legislature Roman Ca i Mr. J. A. Pa
tholic and French; but the importancg of that Branch was lessened, nd approved ot
and its ambition of exclusive dominioIimpeded, by the existence of is Excellency
the Legislative Council as a co-ordinate Branch originating in, and wever, we pe
influenced by, the prerogatives and characteristics of a Protestant Jllion, than distip
Crown. Among the alledged existing grievances was farther men ent.  His Exc
tioned the reluctance of the Executive to the establishment of ne mporary Acts
Parishes, to facilitate the extension of a Roman Catholic Population, ment, dgpd, ne
whose encreasing numbers were said to be wasted, and reduced v ontreal, “Add
hewers of wood and drawers of water for Commercial Adventurer. lied Statement
The prospective evils held forth were the tcnd€ncy to heavy Tax: ¢ Civil Expend
tion, which a connection with the British Government was calculatel ded by assurin
to introduce ; and the marked disposition of Commercial men to throv tin the welfar
the expenses of Government upon the occupiers of Land, in the shape Jillem for unanimi
of Assessments and other dicect Taxes. Though as yet only attempt- titude to His |
ed for Local purposes, it was boldly asserted, by some of the Cand- s pleased, as u
dates, that the Lands would eventually be taxed for general purposes The Addresses
including that of supporting a Protestant standing Army, as in Ire ech ; but the
land. All these delusive topics were, however, strangely and hypo- Jlaracter of the (
critically mingled with displays of loyalty to the King ; and jealousy ted it in the by
of Englishmen was successfully engrafied upon the hereditary devotin [l the Foreign La
of the French Canadians to Monarchical power. to its inefficac
' ¥ Was declar{;d to
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removed all thg Notwithstanding the effects of such topics upon the great body
> routine and hy of the Electors who, in fact, felt no pressure of immediate evils, the
usy between th Fourth II()use. (')f' As'scml)l}.r presented no very formidable opponents
th not openly ex. to the temporising views of the Executive, which merely assumed a

Representatives, defensive position to guard that distribution of power and profit,
‘operty of the lat which the jndlvndllﬁlS comprising it had long enjoyed.  The Govern-
n of persons pr. ment of Sir Robert Shore Ml}nm had nothing of enterprise in its
employ the reve. character, and was influenced in its measures by the pressure of cir-

ure a share of i cumstances only.

use free from th The Fourth House of Assembly was composed of thirty-five Ca-
Under the French nadian, and fifteen English Members : among the whole fifty, were

been granted, un. eght Proprietors of Seigniories, five Members of the Lzecutive Coun-
ng population o al, two Judges, eight Lawyers, including the Attorney General,

the King of En wur Notaries, le bitants, or Farmers, and the remainder Traders,

would naturally Shopkeepers, . cluding Executive Councillors, we find in this
mple share of the House, ten Individuals extersively engaged in Foreign and, Inland
iese consequences Trade, to whom may be entirely ascribed the measures of ‘the pre-

mingled in ther gent Session, connected with the improvement of the communications
g ;—they repined by Land and by Water, and the extension of the Financial Arrange-
' Protestants, and ment with Upper Canada, for four years, enacted during the first Ses-
:ution, had taken jon, which  was distinguished by a great variety of interesting dis-

a minority of Ro. SOnS. )

orming a  species Afier an unsuccessful attempt on the part of the Minority, on the !
ided tendency to hof January, to nominate a French Canadian Placeman as Speak- i 4
ture Roman Ca- n Mr. J. A. Panet, was elected by a great majority of the Members, g 5
ich was lessened, nd approved ot by the Crown ; and on the 11th of January, 1805, i §
the existence of is Excellency opened the Session with a gracious Speech, in which, . &
iginating in, and jiowever, we perceive a subdued tone and less of brilliant anticipa-

3 of a Protesta Jlillon, than distinguished that of the first Session of the third Parlia- !
was farther men- ent.  His Excellency first recoiamended the continuance of the ;
blishment of nex mporary Acts connected with the security of ITi# Majesty's Gov- {
holic Populatios ment, a'gfl, next urged the necessity of providing for a “Gaol at :

and reduced t ontreal. “Addressing himself to the House of Assembly, he pro-

sial Adventuren. ed Statements of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown, and of

' to heavy Tax ¢ Civil Expenditure during the last twelve months.  The Speech

nt was calculated gd by assuring both Hoases, that Iis Excellency felt much inter-

‘cial men to throw tinthe welfare and happincss of the Country, and called upon

.and, in the shape em for unanimity and despatch, as the best means of evincing their

yet only attempt titude to His Majesty, for having conferred upon them what he

me of the Cand 'i‘plcuscd, as usual, to characterise as an excellent Constitution.

general purpose; The Addresses of I.mth.lloueus, in reply, were nearly echoes to the

Army, as in Ire vech ; hu‘t the chls'latl.ve Council said nothing in reference to the

angely and hype aracter of the (l.onsmuunn ; while the House of Assembly repre-

ng; and jealowy ted it in the brightest colours ; aud, without the slightest allusion

eredilary devolin the !'urpngn Laws and Institutions on which it had been engrafted,/
to its mcﬂlca(‘_\' i producing fruits agrecable to a British lualci
was declared to be an inestimable blessing.
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defore the Speaker reported  the Speech,  the accustomed salvo ¢
privilege took place, by introducing and reading, for the first time
s An Act to continue an Act for the better preser vation of His My
Jesty's Government.” ‘

On the 15th of January, Mr. Richardson presented a Dill for the
destruction of Thistles and other Weeds noxious to Agriculture,
which eventually llilSS(‘(l the House, but was lost in the Legislative
Council, to the great disappointment of all who could appreciate the
damage done by the spreading nature of the Canada_Thistle, whose
seeds, carried by the wind throughout the Province and neighbouring
States, contaminate every field, and give a slovenly appearance to eve-
7y farm.

This Session, proceedings took place on controverted Elections;
but, though great irregularities were proved, no Election was annulled,
the matter being the more easily laid aside, because Members of the
Majority, as well as of the Minority, were implicated. The ostensi-
ble reason given for this compromise, however, was that there was no
Act providing for the trial of controverted Elections, which defect
was afterwards supplied in the fourth Session of this Parliament, by
the Act 48, Geo. III. Cap. 21.

In consequence of a Petition from the Merchants of Montreal,
praying for the means of removing obstructions in the Rapids of the
St. Lawrence, between Lachine and Montreal, and for a Law to re-
gulate all Persons undertaking to act as Guides or Pilots of Scows and
Rafts, two Bills were passed in both IHouses, and sanctioned at the
end-of this Session ; the one for applying the sum of one thousand
pounds towards the improvement of the Inland Navigation of this
Province, and the other for the appointment of an Inspectar and Mea-
surer of Scows and Rafts, and for regulating the Pilots and Conduc-
tors thereof, between Chateauguay and the City of Montreal. Those
Measures, and the Act fog establishing a Turnpike Road between
Montreal and the Village of Lachine, sliowed considerable attention
to the interests and growing commerce of that City; but the Act
passed this Session, establishing the Corporation of the Trinity House,
for the better regulation of Pilots .and Shipping in the Port of Que-

bec, and in the Harbours of Quebec and Montreal, exhibited that
disposition to concentrate all power in Quebec,” which has long cxist-
cd likewise in the matter of Appeals, causing great abuses and uppe-
cetsary expenses to the City and District of Montreal, which can on-
ly be remedied and prevented by separate establishments. This

Trinity House, during more than ti-enty years, has effected none of
the contemplated improvements in the Harbour of Montreal, nor in
the Navigation between that City and Quebec; and so great appears
to be the wish of the Lxecutive to extend the Controul of the me-
tropolis over all other places, that it remains till now the only Port of
Entry for Vessels from Sea in the Canadas ; it contains the only Court
of Appeals, the only Court of Admiralty ; and its Trinity House, not-
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withstanding cvery effort on the part of the Merchants and other Ci-
tizens of Montreal; is invested with the regulation of a Beach and
Harbour situated at the distance of one hundred and eighty miles.
Oa the whole, we may boldly assert that Quebec affords an example
of centralization of Military, Civil, Financial, Clerical, Commercial
and Marine Power worthy of the policy of the late Napoleon Bo-
naparte, and totally hostile to the general improvement ot the Coun-
try, and to the convenience of Trade.

This Session is remarkable for some unsuccessful attacks upon the
Feudal Tenure of I.ands, by a few English Seigneurs and Merchants
in the Minority. The first motion was on the part of Mr. Cuthbert,
who accompanied his Bill to abol.h the Retrait Lignager, or Right
of Redemption by near and distant Relations of any Seller of Seig-
norial Lands, by remarks to the following effect. Any relation of
the Seller, if of the same line or stock from whence the property
descended, may, within a year and a day, by this Feudal Law, take
from the Purchaser the Property bought, on condition of returning
the.price and necessary expenses. A person, therefore, buying a lot
of ground for a hundred pounds, and e<pending five thousand upon
it, in buildings, within the year, may be deprived of the whole by a
relation of the Seller, on condition of reimbursing the hundred pounds,
the buildings here contemplated, not being considered, in the eye of
the law, as necessary expenses. A motion having been made by Mr,
Cuthbert, seconded by Mr. Young, on the 4th of February, that the
Bill be engrossed, the supporters of the measure were astonished to
find a strong opposition to it, headed by an English Seigneur of old
standing, who stated that the Retrait Lignager was a part of the
law of the land, respectable from its antiquity, and that it formed
part of that general system which preserved in families the property
which they had long possessed.* This Bill was finally laid aside;
but the young innovators were not yet discouraged ; for, on the 13th
of February, Mr. John Caldwell brought in a Bill to enalle the Seion-
eurs of this Province to compound for their Feudal Rights and Dues,
with their Vassals and Censitaires. 'The Majority, as may be suppos-
ed, prevented this Bill from advancing beyond a second reading ; but,
when the motion was made to go into Comumittee, an interesting de-
bate took place, the substance of which we shall give in a note, with
the names of the Members who voted for and against the postpone-

* Tt was only after the death of this Veteran Legislator, that the public could
conjecture his reasons for having opposed all podifications of the Feudal Law, and
more particularly exerting himself to prevent the establishment of Offices for the
public Registration of all Deeds of Sale and’ Encumbrances: this Gentleman died
with the reputation, not only of a useful ptllic servant, but of being extremely
rich; but, when his affairs were examined, it was found that his extensive landed
property was burthened to such an extent with privileged claims, that it required
the long and indefatigable exertions of his Executors, to pay the debts of his Es-
tate, leaving a mere trifle to the Legatees.

M
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ment of this important and salutary measure ; which, after a lapsc of
twenty Aeirs, was the subject of an Act of the Tmperial Parhament,
the only Legislative body which secms  dispose d to listen to the
pravers of the increasing population of Eunglish origin in - Lower
Canada, for any improvement of a code of laws so hostile to the
ideas of this enlightened age, to the best intcrests of commerce, and
to the industry and freedom of the Luman race.*

* When this Bill, on the 18th of March, was movcd to he committed on the
201h of the same month ; an amendment postponing the Committee till the Ist of
August next, was moved by the Majority, who argued to the following effect, —
Thut time was necessary to consider a question of the importance of the one before
the House.  That it was an edifice not to be touched but with great caution:—'I'hat
the Censilaircs were too ignorant to make a proper estimation of the rights to Le
puichased (rom the S igneur, and would consequently be linble to imposition :—That
many of them were not in circumstances to pay the amount of the commutation :—
‘I'bat in case they made such commutation, their lands would be in danger of falling
into 1l e hunds of the Seigneur, for non-performance of their agree munt t=="That the
Seignewr might ¢ngage them in a commutation, without his having previously com.
muted with the Seigneur Suzerain, the King; without which previous commutation,
the Seigneur would be incompetent to give a clear title to the (ensitaire :—That the
present -ystem served 1o keep property in families :—'Thut the Rentes were known,
fixed and moderate :—Thata chian_e of system would enable proprietors to insist up.
on any rentihey might think proper, trom the tenant, and lands might thus be raised
to any value : — That when property did not go out of families, the Seigneur received
no lods et Ventes, the burthen so much complained of. Mr. Planté admited
that such a commutation might he beneficial n the neighbourhood of new estat.
lishments, such as St. Gervais. Mr. De Salaberry, in an animated speech of
some lengtl, besides entering into the general arguments against the commutation,
combated some facts and dates laid down by Mr. Caidweil, respecting the first set-
tling of the Country, in respect (o its causes and views; and the application of the
Feudal Tenure thereto.

‘I'hie Speakers for the amendment, were Messrs. Grant, De Salaberry, Bourdages,
Bedard and Planté,

Against the amendment, it was urged that, though there was no wish to press the
business for the purpose of bringing it to a conclusion this Session, yet, by going
into a Committee, though it should not be at so early a duy as the one fixed on by
the original motion, it would open a field for informatien and discussion, and ena-
ble the Members to come better prepared to meet the question, on its renewal, the
next Session :—That the present Feudal System of 'l enures, however proper for
military views, on the first settlement of the Coluony, was incompatible with the pre-
sent state of the Province :—'T'hat every facility should be given to the mutation of
property, as well real as personal :—That frequent mutations were sure signs of the
prosperity of the Country :—That, under the piesent Feudal Tenures, a transfer of
property was too much clogged :—That the« Lods et Ventes, particularly, were high-
ly discouraging to enterprise; uas nothing could be more revolling to a person dispos-
ed to build on u lot of ground, in uself of little value, than the reflection that a twelfih
part .f his expense and labour, however considerable, is for the Seigneur :—1hat f
the proposed commutation would raise the value of land, it was a strong argument
in favour of the mensure : — That if the tenant of land, in free and common soccage,
pays a higher rent, he is fully compensated by having no feudal burthens:—That
there wus no danger of exorbitant exactions in a Country where there was such an
extent of unsettled land ;... T'hat the purchasers, under such a tenure, would hold land
free of ull charge and seivitude whatever:. . 'That, should the Bill for the commutation
pass into a luw, it would be compulsory on no one:...That it would do no more
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The inadequate crop of Wheat in the Autumn of 1804, arising
pmll\ from an unpropitious season, and partly from the unproductive
system of Agriculture, obstinately adhered to by an ignorant peasan-
try, had ruluud many Farmers, more p‘lrmularl) in the District of
Quebee, to great privations ; and it was thought expedient to facili-
tate their pm(lmws of Wheat for Seed, by a l.m making the amount
of such purchases, a privileged debt, bearing a general mortgage,
preferable to all others, and extending to the Crop of Grain. This
measure, so interesting to the Electors of the Majority, is the more
worthy of being mentioned here, because it afterwards led to the dan-
gerous measure of granting forty-five thousand pounds to be distributed
in Loans, under similar circumstances, for the purchase of Seed Wheat
tor poor Farmers in the District of Quc(wc, which Loans will, in all
probabitity, never be repaid to the public.

On the 6th of February, the Committee appointed on the subject
of District Gaols for Quebec and Montreal, reported Resolutions; of
which, tue fourth intimated that the sum of nine thousana pounds
for those objects, should be taken from the general funds of the Pro-
vince, and the fifth recommended a variety of duties on imported
Merchandise, as the ways and means of reimbursement. The Mem-
bers of the City of Montreal, in compliance with the opinion express-
ed by the Grand Jury in the Presentment mentioned in our last Chap-
ter, opposed those Resolutions, in so far as they made the Province,

instead of the Districts respectively, bear the expense; but the

than give a freedom of choice to the parties, of remaining under their present tenure,
or changing it for a free one;...That the Censitaires are not so ignorant of their in-
terest as had been asserted, and could easily inform themselves of the value of the
rights or dues they might be disposed to commute for, as well as of the qualification
of the Seigneur to commute:...That the question was simply this:...Was it better
to remain bound to one tenure, or to have the choice of two? Mr. Richardson, in
urging these points, was close and peinted in his arguments. He further said, that
the House ought to have less repugnance to commit the Bill this Session, from a
question of a like nature, having been fully discussed under the Government of
Lord Dorchester ; when he, Mr. R., laid a number of Resolves on the subject, on
the table of the House. Mr. Young, in the course of the debate, after having strong-
ly urged the benetit that would arise to the Country from a facility of a transfer of
property, very ably replied to Mr. Dr. Salaberry, on his statement of dates and
facts respecting the colonization of this Province, compared with the first English
Settlements in America. He said that this Province was a century behind New
Hampshire in improvement, notwithstanding the superiority of the climate of this
Province over that of New Hampshire. The latter being unhealthy from the hu-
midity of the air,

The Membera who voted for the amendment were : — Delanaudiere, Archambawult,
F. Roy, Brodeur, Poulin, Taschereau, Raymond, Roy Portelance, Mondelét, Curon,
Bedard, Bourdages, De Salaberry, Grant, Berthelot, Planté, Viger, Legendre, Weil-
brenner, Cartier, Chaboilles, Rocheblave, T urgeon.

The Speakers against the amendment were : — Messrs. Richardson, M*Gill, Young,
and Caldwell.

The Members who voted against the amendment were : — The Aitorney General,

Messrs. M'Gill, Richardson, Young, Caldwell, Frobisher, Monro, Pyke, Portcous,
Mure, Perrault, Dumont and Bernier.
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House, having corcurred with the Committee, the Act was speedily
passed, and became a law at the end of the Session.

Lhe Presbyterian Congregations of the Province, !'...ing petition-
ed for a Law to remove all doubts as to the right of their Pastors to
solemnize Marriages, a Bill was introduced by Mr. Richardson, which
passed the 8th of March, entitled “ An Act to make Irovision for
the celebratizn of Matrimony within this Province, and to confirm cer-
tain Marriages therein mentioned ;” but this Bill was rejected in the
Legislative Council, which body appears to have been influenced by
certain opinions expressed in the Court of Appeals already alluded to
in our last Chapter.

On the 1st of March, Statements o the Provincial Revenue of the
Crown, and of the Expenditure for the year ending the 6th of Janua-
ry, 1805, were laid before the Ilouse. The Revenue amounted to
about thirty thousand pounds sterling, and the Expenditure to thirty-
three thovsand pounds sterling.

Towards the end of the Session, the propensity of the Majority to
the French tongue, was again displayed, by ordering the Translation
of the four Volumes of Hatsell's Precedents of Proceedings in the
House of Commons of Great Britain, restricting the expense of
Translating and Printing the same for the use of the House, to se-
ven hundred and fifty pounds; and they addressed the Lieuten-
ant Governor on the subject of issuing his warrant for the pay-
ment of the contingent expenses of the House, including a sum of
twenty-five pounds for Indexes to two hundred copies of the Lex
Parliamentaria, a work translated into French as already mentioned ;
recommending, also, to His Excellency, the consideration of recom-

ensing the services of Mr. Desbarats, French Translator for the

Iouse. The answer of His Excellency was unfavourable to the ex-

pense of the Indexes to the Lex Parliamentaria, and to any recom-
pense to Mr. Desbarats, beyond his ordinary salary, expressing his
opinion that the expenditures prayed for, were not in accordance with
the spirit of the Act 33, Geo 11I.; but extraordinary charges, which
the Legislature had not contemplated.

The principal Bills, in which private Individuals were interested
this Session, which have not been already mentioned, were as fol-
lows :— ,

1. An Act for the preservation of Apple Trees, in the Parish of
Montreal, which enjoined, under a penalty, the application of Tar,
as the means of destroying a Caterpillar, called the Arpentheuse.
This Act, and the Bill for the destruction of Thistles, are the first
instances of the Majority being induced to enjoin any course of im-
provement in agricultural pursuits.

2. An Act to authofise Thomas Porteous, Esquire, to build one
Bridge over a Branch of the River Ottawa, otherwise Desprairies,
from Lachenaye, to the Isle Bourdon, and another Bridge from that
Island, to the Island of Montrcal ; to establish the rate of Toll pays-
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ble thereon, and for regulating the said Bridge. These great under-
takings, which promised much good to the enterprising projector, as
well as to the Country, were successfully executed; but soon after
their benefits had been ascertained, the Bridges were carried away by
the breaking up of the Ice.

3. An Act for erecting an Hotel, Coffee-house and Assembly-room
in the City of Quebec. Numerous Individuals, lmng togeth.er on
friendly terms, bad associated together, with the view of combining
accommodation to Travellers, with a convenient place of resort for
themselves and Families, for business and amusement ; and, having
obtained this Act, they built and fitted up, at a great expense, the
Union Hotel, which, like several other premature establishments in
Quebec and Montreal, caused great loss and disappointment to the
Proprietors.

This Session was closed on the 25th of March, when the Royal
Assent was given to Sixteen Bills, chiefly temporary ; among which,
was one imposing a variety of Duties on Imported Goods, and on
Goods to be sold at Auction.

The Presentation of this Bill of Supply, by the Speaker, was ac-
companied by a few observations, explanatory of the views of the
House, 1n the choice which had been made of the particular objects
taxed in preference to others, asserting that the new Duties, affect-
ing, as they would, articles of luxury only, were most congenial to
the situation of the Country, and to the temper of the Inhabitants,

The closing Speech of His Excellency found topics of approba-
tion in the great assiduity in public business, displayed by the Mem-
bers of both Houses, and entirely omitted any allusion to differences
on Financial Principles and on other matters, which unfortunately ex-
isted between Members in the House of Assembly, and between that
House and the Executive Council. If we may judge from the
Speeches of Sir R. S. Milnes to the Legislature, his previous Des-

patches, and the Report which he made of his long Administra-
tion to the Colonial Depcrtment, on his return to England this year,
could not have given a true picture of the embarrassing effects of the
new Constitution, nor have forewarned His Majesty's Government of
the expediency of applying a speedy and effectual remedy to a dis-
order which was yearly advancing, slowly, but certainly, to attack
the vitals of the Administration, which, like a consumptive patient
had hitherto flattered itself, from time to time, with a restoration of
strength.
Sir Robert Shore Milnes, alledging the necessity of a visit to En-
gland for the improvement of his health, impaired by the labours and
anxieties attending his high station, obtained leave of absence in 1805 ;
and the Government was allowed to sink still farther into lethargy
and decrepitude for two years, under the Presidency of the Honoura-

ble Thomas Dunn, a Puisné Judge of the Court of King’s Bench, for
the District of Quebec.
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This Gentleman, who succeeded to the Administration as the old-
est Protestant Member of the Executive Council, was ill fitted for the
arduous situation of defending His Majesty's Prerogative and the
principles of British Legislation, against the systematic encroach-
mwents of the French Canadian Majority in the House of Assembly.
The whose of his official experience had tended to impress him with
despair:of obtaining the smallest alterations in the French and Feu-
dal Laws under the present Constitution ; and his only object appears
to have been to imitate the temporising and sycophantic Policy of his
predecessor. Equally despise(ﬁ)y his colleagues in office, and by the
Popular Leaders, his Administration afforded an opportunity to the
Majority of the House of Assembly, to attempt to render the con-
structive privileges of that Body oppressive to the liberty of Ilis Ma-
jesty’s Subjects, particularly to the Merchants, who vented their dis-
approbation of the late taxes on Commerce, through the medium of
the Press.

The Second Session of the Fourth Provincial Parliament was open-
ed, by the superannuated and temporising President, on the 20th Fe-
bruary, 1806, with a Speech from the Throne addressed to both
Houses, which contains the recommendation of not one Act of Legis-
lation or provision for the Public Service, except the renewal of those
temporary Acts for the preservation of His Majesty’s Government,
which had been considered part of the routine business of the pre-
vious Sessions of the Provincial Parliaments, without a single expres-
sion on the part of his Honour intimating his wish to distinguish his
Administration, by any measure for the improvement of the Country
in Agriculture, Commerce, Revenue, or the Arts of Life.

The Addresses of both Houses were echoes to the Speech, accom-
panied with a compliment to the President ; to whom they ascribed
a warm attachment to the interest and prosperity of the Province, in
which he had go long resided.

‘This Session is distipguished by the continued absence of one half
of the Members of the Assembly, and the irregular attendance of the
rest ; and, though it lasted only two months, the quorums requisite
for the transaction of business could not be obtained during half that
period. The only indications of life in the Legislature, may be said
to have arisen from the stimulus applied to the ambitious Majority
of the House of Assembly, by the disapprobation of their previous
conduct, expressed, through the medium of the Press, by the Mer-
cantile interest, particularly that of Montreal ; in which City resided
the influential Merchants engaged in the Fur Trade, under the cele-
brated Firm of the North West Company, and other large Capitalists,
who gave an ephemeral existence to a monied Aristocracy in the Pro-
vince, now extinct; and which the establishment of Banks and their
fictitious Capital have endeavoured in vain to replace, giving, as it
were, the shadow for the substance.
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The gradunal retreat of the Local Government, and the Commer-
cial Body, before the ambitious progress of the LIrench Canadian Ma-
jority, appears, at the distant period when we write, fo have produced
an oblivion of the struggles which took place in the year 1505 and
1806, both on the principles and on the details of Provincial Taxation;
but they are not the less worthy of the attention, both of the pub-
lic and of that Executive aulhonr\. which has been lately driven 1o
the wall by the usurping agitators of the French Canadian M ajority.

The Financial pnnuplc\, avowed by the Merchants and other Sub-
jects of British origin, were congerial to the practice of Lngland and
of her most successful Colonies. They were recommended likewise
by simplicity, and by their capability of being reduced to a stable
system of Political Economy, distinguishing the Public Expenditure
into three great branches, nunwly the necessary Expenses of Civil
Government ; those of Local Istablishments; and those for the Ge-
neral Improvements of the Country. The Merchanis and others,
Sriendly to British principles and practice, contended, that, if the sup-
port of the Civil Government were not to rest on direct Tazes, it should
al least be secured by permanent Acts of indirect T'azation, as already
thiroduced by the DBritish Act 14, Geo. Il1I., Cap. 88 ; and the Pro-
vincial Acts 33, 35 and 41, Geo. III. That Local Establishments,
such as Court Houses, Gaols and Houses of Correction, should be dc-
Jrayed by Assessments or direct Taxes upon the Districts, Counties
and Cities for whose benefit they might rrsper/iw/_// be required. And
that, for the general improvement of the Country alone, its Agriculture,
Commerce, and Communication by Land and Water with r/u' adjoin-
ing Colonies and Foreign States, recourse should be had to uu/u ct
Tazxes, of temporary duration.

The support of those principles and practices, through the medium
of the Press, and an appeal in their favor to the Colonial Depart-
ment of His Mgjesty’s Government on the part of the Montreal Mer-
chants, exci he jealousy of the Anti-British and Anti-Commercial
French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly, whose object
was now to obliterate all traces of British Parliamentary, and perma-
nent Taxation, and to reduce His Majesty’s Civil Government, in-
cluding the Judges and Officers of the Crown, to a dependance upen
the annual Grants of a Body elected: by the almost Universal Sui-
frage of a Population, insulated from Englishmen, by Luws, Language,
prejudices and habits, peculiar to themselves.

This being notoriously the case, it should not surprise our readers
to find the Majority of the House of Assembly this Session, exercisin g
their constructive privileges to counteract the public expression of
any sentiments hostile to those objects of their ambition.  Accord-
ingly, when the toasts at a public dinner in Montreal, given in hoe
nor of the Members for that City, who had supported British prin-
ciples of Taxation, were published in the Moutreal Gazette, the Pre-
sident of the Dinner Party, Isaac Todd, Esq, and the Printer, Mr,
Edwards, were marked out as objects of Pailiamentary persecution.
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7 h, 18 Mr. Bedard and My. Bourdages moved
On the t‘hfr:;l\ﬁr;:‘l:\(};éf‘Li‘h{-I, on the House of Asscimbl.yla'n,(\lfthe
il 0' { Government, contained in Numbgr 503 of the A nln:
other {lrnlxt-lt‘ilz:tutl first April, 1805 ; which having been (l(.);u, t 1'(,
prea! (mzmlt)"" moved the House to rcwlvg, thut. “the .;u'l'(.]m]nr
i .M(‘m tlrb scandalous and seditious Libel, highly rf_']ulmg 'an
preg v scl’l(' resentative in this Province, and on both ll(m-.srl.\;{ J
Hes ;\lq/.e.?f_l'/‘; Ptlt’r/iamenl, and tending to lessen l/u)' qﬂf'clu;‘:j: 0\/\ f|,;(.l|,
’ch(‘ 'Is’!":';"sm:'::'/:jcrh towards his Govcrmnm:t I;]l’lusrjl‘ ;U;o“:{,:,w i
ivE; after knians the part of the Mino s i
rt‘;(.ﬂ\&t‘,‘?'(]l: lu:::rl:l(n; ,{:: ;::r:-ious lconxsidcrmion, was passed by a Ma-
subject was r |
o O ore v indivi e he only objects of persecution,
| Bl"" P '(““ lndt’l::»dlilxx:tlzln;:ﬁtm;sr:)pricu!1\{\«11 Editor of t!)icl l;'?.
Mr. I'llomus llrl)::l the Quebec Mercury, having nccompn;:lu It
mer iy U;_ Proceedings of the House with some remarks Iu?‘on
Uﬂual_ oy '0 rse intended against the Editor of the Montrea d":-
the rigorous lc(;)l:he high displeasure of the Majority, who rct.rogrn} !(.ﬁ
zette, incurre in search of British precedents, declared it a 1:? ‘
ol ahcef"‘:;:r)ivr rivileges, for any individual to presum; ‘;o g‘lvcle)lto e
b,fe"l(:, = aceco!l)nt of the Proceedings of lhe‘House 0 sst.m‘tig'r.‘ "
: “Xf!tcc:?nuch debate and overruling of the blpeall\l;e;()??‘ya g::e:he h
i i Iouse, the Ma » Of ‘
v smnl()lm'g(::g:h:::&\:’: t‘l‘u;hfrt 'l'h’oma: Cary, {;'du'or’ of Il)he
0': o :‘71::1 “the Quebec Mercury,” [ r undertaking in ‘[’; a-
Newspaper ":{ 5 to give an account of the Proceedings of this : ouse,
o i ay’todgqf the Serjeant at Arms attending this l._m_zse'.
Ton Minorivy in va}yn attempted to delay this injudicious, preu[:i‘t‘u e
e _Mmorlty . easure ; first, by moving, in amendment, that ‘m-
- Emnll)::satvﬁo'lzted no‘rule or privilege of this House ; and next,
mas Cary

* The following were the obnoxious Toast, : —
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o Replr:(‘)’de of Tu'nlion. for building Gaols; an(! whc;(::pol::d"m ax on
- pmp"lh t purpose, as contrary to the sound practice of ; shreomganers NN
merce, for ;L,P".z:'u;ivel be actuated by A patriotic |p|:;, rc}“ﬂ Pz'ju(“c“.
Pr:ai.:c:u:. de:endlm on the British Empire, l:;ig:;::;' . o.“d oy b aid ach
. { ree H
ity to the Agriculture and Cnmm.e : g e A
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burll’:m:fity and County of Montreal and the Grand Juries of the District, who re-
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that there was no proof before the House that he was the Author,
Printer or Publisher of the Paper or Paragraphs in question. No-
thing could stop the headlong violence of the French Canadian Ma-
jority, whose passion was found deaf alike to common decorum and
to common sense. Their victim having surrendered himself to the
Serjeant at Arms, prevailed upon Mr. Bourdages to present his hum-
ble Petition to the House on the 12th of March, expressing sorrow
for having unintentionally given offence, and praying that he might
be released ; whereupon the Majority, become more cool, agreed to
his discharge, without even bringing him to the Bar of the House for the
purpose of being reprimanded. Resumipg their persecution of Mr.
Todd and Mr. Edwards, the Majority, on the 15th of March, carried
resolves against these individuals, who were voted guilty of a high
breach of the privileges of the House, and ordered to be taken into
custody of the Serjeant at Arms. On the 19th of March, the Speak-
er submitted to the consideration of the House, “a draft of a War-
rant to take Edward Edwards, Printer at Montreal, into the custody
of the Serjeant at Arms; and prayed the advice and instructions of
the House therewpon.” But Mr. Todd, against whom the vengeance
of the Majority was chiefly pointed, baving retjred-jnto the United
States, farther proceedings in this case of alledged libel; were laid
aside. Meantime, several well written communications, ing in
question the right of the House of Assembly to arrest a Subject
His Majesty by its Speaker's Warrant, appeared in the Quebec Mer-
cury; and this constructive right was considered so worthy of regu-
lation, that a clause in the Union Bill of 1822, prohibited its exercise
before it should have been enacted by the proposed new Legislature,
and declared necessary for the support of its dignity.

This Session is less remarkable for any new Laws, than for in-
stances of the pertinacity of the French Canadian Majority, in their
endeavours to justify their system of taxing Merchandise as their
only ways and means for defraying general and) local Expenses. On
the 4th of March, Mr. Bedard, seconded by Myr. Berthelot, obtained
a resolve for the appointment of a Committee of Nine Members to
prepare an Address and Memorial to His Majesty, beseeching His
Majesty not to exercise his right of disallowing the late Act of the
Legislature, providing means for building Gaols at Quebec and Mon-
treal, with a Memorial containing the reasons of the House for avoid-
ing an Assessment on Lands for such purposes. This Measure hav-
ing been carried, copies of these Documents are to be found in the
Journals of the House, and are particularly worthy of the attention
of the Student in the Constitutional History of Lower Canada.
They are too long for insertion here, but we shall make a few remark
upon their contents.

The Address, which passed the House on the 18th of March, ex-\
presses repeatedly the E).;alty, attachment and heartfelt gratitude of "
the Representatives of Lower Canada, to His Majesty's Sacred Per-

1/ N
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son, Family and Government. In its progress towards the object of
reconciling His Majesty to the Anti-British and Anti-Commercial
system of taxing Commerce, it purposely confounds the Commerce
arising from the products of Provincial Agriculture, that is to say,
Exports, with Imports, consisting, as they principally did, of British
Manufactures. Be it observed here, that the Majority took care not
to tax Exports for any General or Local purpose, well knowing that
this principle might be felt by their Constituents, whose Grain might
already be considered as sufficiently Taxed by the rent to the Seign-
eur, and the tythe to the Priest. The Tax which they, in the pleni-
tnde of their loyalty and attachment to the King of Great Britain,
prayed him to approve, was not a Tax on Colonial Produce, as exists
in other Calonies, but a Tax on the Manufactures of the British Na-
tion, already taxed to a great amount, for the Military and Naval
defence of Canada. The Address and Memorial are, in fact, a spe-
cimen of that continued misrepresentation which has distinguished the
chicaning and special pleading Leaders of the Nation Canadienne,
in Provincial- Parliament assembled, and are suitable forerunners to
the Non-parity Resolutions respecting the Royal Commands to vote
a Civil List, permanent for the King's life. The asserted difficulties
attending the imposition and collection of a Land Tax, under any
form, are, in a great degree, imaginary, and are partly contradicted
by the very facts which the Memorial admits to exist in the domestic
economy of Lower Canada. The Habitant or Farmer contributes, in
almost every instance, several bushels of Wheat and other Grain to
the Seigneur and to the Priest :—to the latter, he gives a stated pro-
portion of his Crop ; what difficulty, then, would be found in his be-
ing rated for a moderate quota of his Crop, or its equivalent in mo-
ney, towards the building of a District Court-house, a District Gaol,
or other local establishment? This difficulty is mere pretence ; and
the truth is, that the Habitants consider themselves sufficiently taxed
by the French law of the land, in being obliged to pay rents and
other feudul burthens to the Seigneur, and tythes to the Priest ; and
if you were to ask any one of them to contribute two bushels of Wheat,
or two Dollars, for the support of Government, he would five you the
equivocal French sign of inability or unwillingness, by s rugzging up
his shoulders. The Address and Memorial do not candidly state
such facts; but they cannot help insinuating that the attachment of
the French Canadians mainly depends upon their being always ena-
bled to consider themselves as less taxed than their neighbours, mean-
ing, we suppose, the Citizens of the United States, and the Inhabi,
tants of Upper Canada, who are subjected to District Assessments for
local purposes. If the Memorialists had foreseen that their taxes on
British Manufactures imported into Canada, would, at a future day,
have been referred to in the Imperial Parliament as a justification for
imposing Duties on Canadian Grain, Flour, Potashes and Lumber,
imported into Great Britain, they might, neverthgless, have persisted
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in their séystem, becduse the Merchants would be the apparent suffer-
ers, as they are in the cage of British Manufactures imported into
Canada. We shall only farther remark, that the Address and Memo-
rial were rather suited to court popularity among the great body of
the Blectors, than to convince His Majesty’'s Ministers of the cor-
rectness of the principles, or of the information which they contain-
ed: and we again request our enquiring readers to study these so-
phistical Documents, as a key to some subsequent Financial Pro-
teedings of the Leaders of the Nation Canadienne.

We have filled so much spaee with thé more eharacteristic pro-
ceedings of the Honourable House, that we must be brief upon the
other occurrences of the Session. Several Bills were introduced,
which, though they did not become Laws, show the disposition of the
Members of the House. The Bill for eonsolidating previous Acts,
and giving the exclusive right of conveyance of Travellers by Land
to the Maitres de Poste, passed the House; but was amended in such
a manner in the Council, as to require a conference between both
Houses, the preliminaries of which spent the remainder of the
Session; thus bappily leaving the conveyance of Travellers opén to
the competition of the enterprising Proprietors of Stage Coaches.

This Session is also remarkable for an attempt, on the part of the
Majority, to grant a Patent for the exclusive building of Bridges, on
a particular plan, in the Province, to J. B. Bedard, for twenty-five
years ; but this job was so much deprecated by the public voice, that
the Bill, after having been once read, was suffefed to lie dormant
during the rest of the Session.

The increasing applications for privileges to build Toll Bridges,
having alarmed the cautious disposition of the President, he reserved
the Bill passed in favour of Jacques La Combe, Esquire, for building
a Toll Bridge at L’Assomptian, for the signification of His Majesty’s
pleasure thereon ; and it never became a law.

The Commercial Minority madé-gtrenuous exertions to obtain some
beneficial Regulations ; and they procured the passage of an Act
this Session, 46, Geo. IIL. Cap. 4, to regulate the Packing and In-
spection of Flour and Indian Meal, and lo provide for ascertaining
the quality of Biscuit.* ‘ _

A Bill for the regulation of the Fisheries in the District of Gaspé,
on the Gulph of the St. Lawrence, made some progress, but was not
passed till the following Session. /

The Peétition from the Borough and District of Three-Rivers, for
two Judges instead of one, and four Court Terms instead of two, al-

* This Act, being a temporary one, has been repeatedly amended ; and, s the
latest Act on this subject, 5, Geo VI., Cap. 17, will expiré on the Ist of March
next ; and as the circumstances of the recent prorogation of the Provincial Parlia-
ment give no hope of an early Session, the regulation of the Flour Trade will des
pend upon the old Ordinance of the Governor and Legislative Council, 25, Geo.
I1I1., Cap. 6.
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ready mentioned, was again presented this Session, but without ef-
fect; and the consequent discontent of the Electors, produced a
change in their Representatives on the first opportunity.

On the 21st of March, the President communicated, by Special
Message, Statements of the Provineial Revenue of the Crown, and
of the Expenditure for the year ending the 5th of January, 1806.
The former, owing to the productiveness of the Gaol Duties, amount-
ed to about forty-two thousand pounds sterling ; and the latter, in-
cluding twelve hundred pounds sterling, (the claim of Upper Canada
on the Provincial Duties,) amounted to thirty-five thousand four hun-
dred and sixty-nine pounds eighteen shillings and ten pence sterling.

The only appropriations this Session, besides the annual votes for
the contingent expenses of the Legislature, were one thousand pounds
to complete the improvement of the Lachine Rapids, and ninety-six
pounds as a compensation to Charles Simon Delorme, the Contractor,
for damage done to his Machinery employed on that Work, by tim-
ber rafts.

The Majority having persisted in their design of having the four
Volumes of Hatsell's Precedents translated into French, addressed
the President, praying that his Honour would be pleased to advance
to the Speaker, out of the funds established to dcfray the contin-
gent expenses of the Legislature, seven hundred and fifty pounds
currency, for that purpose. His Honour excused himself from grant-
ing the prayer of this Address, referring to the previous refusal of
the Lieutenant Governor to advance a sum of twenty-five pounds for
Indexes to the Lex Parliamentaria.

This check to the Majority, together with a complaint on the part
of the President, that the House had failed in a point of etiquette,
(having addressed his Honour to transmit their Address and Memorial
to His Majesty, without having previously communicated their con-
tents,) produced symptoms of reciprocal discontent. But the pro-
rogation of the Parliament soon interrupted the course of resentment.

On the 19th of April, this short and unproductive Session came to
a close. The President gave the Royal Assent to Seven Acts, all
temporary, and chiefly to continue previous Acts: after which, his
Honour made a short ,Speech to both Houses, giving due praise to
the Members of the Assembly, who had attended, and ascribing the

unfinished state of the public business to the lamentable neglect of
their public duties, on the part of the absent Members. His Ho-
nour closed his Speech, in imitation of his Predecessor, with express-
ing his conviction, that the Members highly esteemed the Constitu-
tion conferred upon the Province, and that they would feel it incum-
bent upon them to impress their fellow subjects with sentiments of
the most grateful ltucgunent to His Majesty's Person and Govern-

ment,
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CHAP. IX.

A. D. 1807 & 1808.

Preliminary remarks on the progress of Canadian Commerce produced by the
combined hostilily of the Emperor Napoleon, and President Jefierson (o
British Maritime rights.—The Decrees of Berlin and Milan, intended to
destroy the tntercourse of the Neutral Powers of Europe and America with
Greal Britlain.—Measures of the Brilish Ministry to encourage the employ-
ment of Capital aud Shipping, in procuring Timber and other articles from
Canada.—Incapacity of the Legislature and French population of Lower
Canada, to improve this opportunily of Clearing and Settling the Waste
Lands of the Province.—Superior qualificalions of the Americans for the
Clearance of Lands and the formation of new Settlements, contrasted wilh
the apathy and Lecal attachment of the French Canadians.—The Upper
Canadians and the Citivens of the United States on the St. Lawrence profit
most by the increasing Export Trade of Quebec.—Impotent jealousy of the
FrenchCanadian Majority of the House of Assembly and of their Electors,who
repine at the rewards of British & foreign Industry.— Third Session of the
Jourth Provincial Parliament.—Account of President Dunn's Speech to buth
Houses.— Addresses from them.— Temporising and trifiing conduct and oocu-
pation of the friends of the Edecutive in the House of dssembly.— Rencwal of
the Act for appointing Returning Officers, and extension of its provisions for
securing the ascendancy of French Canadian Members.—Act for making per-
manent the powers of the Justices in Quarter Sessions to regulate Apprentices
and Servants.--Failure of an impolitic attempt to introduce a Poor's Rate. —
Fruitless endea uu&&j Government to promote the culture of Hemp.— Causes of
the failure of this costly experiment.—Act for the regulation of Maitres de
Poste.-«Rencwed atitempt to amend the law for preventing the breaking out and
spreading of fires. —Petition for Drawbacks of Duties paid on imported
Goods, to encourage re-exportation.—Allusion to the Bonding Systéem whick
was long afterwards introduced into Canada, by the Imperial Parliament.
Failure of the Majority in the renewed attempt to oblain pecuniary com-
pensation for the services of Members of the Assembly.—General character of
this tranquil Session.—Dislike of the Ezeculive tp temporary Acts contras-
ted with the partiglity of the House of Assembly to $hat mode of Legisiation.
—Unpopular Act ‘nfavor of J. B. Bedard.—Number of Acts passed.—Close of
the Session.—Events in Europe and America during the recess.— Account of
the short Administration of the late Mr. Fox, and of the succeeding coalition
Ministry.—Domestic, Colonial and Foreign Policy of those Adminisirations.
—A Tory Minisiry appointed, eager lo recover the foreign Alléances and to
carry on the war against Napoleon with vigor.—Seeret Articles of the 'lr.:{y of
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Tilsit, and accession of Russia to Napoleon's Contivertal Eystem, intended
th annihilate the Foreign Commeree and Maritéme Rights of Greal Beitain
Conterts of this Treaty discovered Lo the new Min-

and of Newutral Powers.
(unduct of the Governmert of the

1etry. — Comsequences of this diselosure,
United States—professing Newtvality, dbut not performing the duties of that
She encowvage. the deseviion of seamen from

relation towards Creal Britain.
A flagrant instance of 1)1s

British vessels of war on the At/antic coast.
teads to the attack of the American Frigate Chesapeake by Capt. Humphries,
who compells the Chesapeake to survender, and takes away the desericrs.
Proclamation of President Jefférson in consequence af this attack, and ne-
gotéation with Great Britain to obtain veparation for the insull and in-
Sury sustained. — The forbearance of the British Ministry combined with cx.
treme jealonsy towards the United States. — Appointment of St James Hexny
Crara fo the Government of Lower Canada,and to the Military Command of
Reitish North Amervica.—Military and Civil sitwation of Lower Candda on
Ads arvival at Quebee in October 1807, — Extraordindry policy of the United
States. - The Congress, by recommendation of President Jeffeveson, lays an
Embargo on all American vewels, dnd prohibits intercourse by land and
inland navigation with British North Amevica — Effects of this Fmbargo
and non-intercourse on the trade of Canada.  Influx of Amervican produce
and capital. - The Americans vesorting to Lower Canada, expose the defects
of dts Jaws and institutions, in glaving colors, stimulating the Faeeutiv®
to attempt improvement. — Fourth Sewion of the Provincial Paviiament.
Account of the Speech of the Governor Géneral.— Addresses of both Houses.
Firet divect deviation from (he Constitution, by the House of Amembly, 'in
vefusing to admit a vespectable Jew, Exekiél Hart, elected a Member for the
Borough of Three Rivers. — Reflections. —Second deviation, less veprehensible,
of exciuding by an Act of the Legislature, His Mage:ty's Justices of the
King's Beweh, from Seats in (he Howse of Assembly. - The Bill passed for
this purpose, r¢jected by the Legislative Council.—First divect attempt of
the Howse of Assembly on His Majesty's Prevogative, as to granting g sell-
ing the Waste Lands of the Crown.—Irveguiar Proceedings of (M Ma-
Jority to attain their purpose.” The Quorum veduced from 17 to 11 Members.
—Urgency of Petitioners foroprious Enactments, chi¢fly connected with
Commeree. —Review of various Acts, passell Phis Session.— Reflections on the
admission of foreign coins, "Q & part of the eivewlating medium, and a
tender of payment in a British Colony.—Opinion on the best mode of esta-
Yishing the inspection of &:Iaplc drtjeles of (vlonial Etportation.— The
Commercial projects introduced this Session eriticised ; with an account of
their consequences, under the in _ﬂnéﬂ of the old French Laws, when after-
wards adopted. — Intercourse between Quebec and (he British West India
Islands.— The Local Legislature having r¢fused co-operation, the Merchants,
by means of an Agent, obtain from the Imperigl Parliament some beneficial
vegulations of Trade, in the intercourse between Quebec, Permuda, and for-
eign European Ports.—The Governor General's Speech at the end of lhe
. Session.— The fate of the fourth hv‘n‘nti'l Parliament, contrasted with thot
of some succeeding Pariiaments. £
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Berone describing the progress of the ambitious Majority of the
House of Assembly in the third Session of the fourth Provincial Par-
linment, it will be expedient to resume those remarks on the state
and Trade of the Province affected by the war in Europe, and the po-
licy of the United States, which Country was then under the Presidency
of the temporising and speculative Republican, Thomas Jefferson.

In our seventh Chapter, we remarked that external circumstances
and ry#inns had chiefly augmented the Agriculture and Commerce
of Lo Canada, and that the Local Government, and more particu-
larly the House of Assembly, was little calculated to take advantage
of such circumstances, and to promote those objects, even by re-
moving obstructions to the march of Commerce and the progress of
Settlements, in this Province. Lower Canada, chiefly waste and un-
productive, owes its partial advancement, under every disadvantage,
to the ¢fforts of men, whom the French Canadian Leaders, with unprin-
otpled audacity, have branded as strangers and intruders.

In the course of the year 1806, the events and policy of the war in
Europe had an extraordinary effect upon the Trade of this Province ;
whose exportable produce was yearly augmented by the influx of the
Flour, Provisions and Lutiber of the rapidly improving American
Settlements on Lake Champlain and on the River St. Lawrence, as
well as by the surplus produce of Upper Canada,

Napoleon Bonaparte, who had lately assumed the imposing titles
of Emperor of France, King of Italy, &c., signalised every step in
his progress towards universal Empire, by new Decrees against the
Trade of Great Britain, endeavouring, at last, to destroy her Com-
wercial Intercourse with the Continent of Europe, even through the
medium of the Ships of the United States, and of other neutral
powers, thus involving the destruction of all Maritime Commerce
with that of Great Britain, At this period, his increasing influence
over the other Potentates of Europe, began to alarm the Govern-
ment and Capitalists of the United Kingdom. The Ministry, dread-
ing the hostility of the Northern Powers of Europe, determined
on giving the most decisive encouragement to the employment of
capital, in furnishing Masts and Timber for naval purposes from the
Canadas, and the other Provinces of British North America, which ar-
ticles were enacted to be admitted duty free, while the permanent and
war duties on Foreign Timber, were greatly increased. The Capi-
talists eagerly seized this opening for the employment of money ;
and facilituted the erection of Saw-mills, and other establishments
connected with the Lumber Trade in the Canadas, Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick. ‘Quebec, henceforth, became the resort of many
hundreds of Vessels making regularly two voyages outwards and
homewards, creating such a demand for Lumber, Labour and Pro-
visions, as completely changed the monotonous routine of previous
trade, both inland and foreign. If the Provincial Legislature had
been so composed as to have seconded this general movement, the




! -
06 POLITICAL ANNALS [cHar.

facilities of clearance and settlement would have given a new face to
the whole Country :—if the influence of French and Feudal Laws
had been mitigated at this peculiar crisis, the surplus population of
the Seigneuries would have imitated the enterprising Settlers of New
Hampshire and New York, establishing their home in the woods, and
reaping those benefits which an anti-commercial policy still chiefly
confines to the enterprising population of British origin, settled in
Upper Canada, and on the frontiers of the neighbouring States.
Meantime, however, the indirectbenefits derived by the French Can-
adians from the effects of the war, and this new branch of commer-
cial policy, were as great as they were unexpected. Even the pro-
duce of their unscientific agricultural industry and manual labour, if
husbanded with intelligent economy, would have accumulated a last-
ing fund of capital and comfort ; but, as will hereafter more clearly
appear, the great majority of this vain and thoughtless people, be-
came wasteful, dissipated and indolent, in proportion to the tempora-
ry increase of compensation for their labour, caused by the exten-
sion of Commerce.

When an American Labourer has an opportunity of saving, out of
the wages of his labour, even less than the mo«ierntc sum of one
hundred dollars, he will alone, and unaided by associates, venture in-
to the forest and make a home there, conten({ing against all the dif-
ficulties of incipient settlement. He looks always forward, calcula-
ting and contriving his means of conquering the wilds and extending
the circle of cultivation. His enjoyment is chiefly in anticipating
the consequences of his industry; and he perseveres from youth to
old age, in reflecting on the past, and lreculating on‘the future, ra-
ther than enjoying the present hour. These habits, which partly be-
long also to other branches of the great British anilly, form an in-
teresting contrast to those of the French Canadians, who presert the
characteristics of an old and corrupted society, in a new Country,
requiring the vigilance of Priests, and the power of Feudal Superi-
ors to keep them in order, and prevent them from becoming wild as
the aborigines of the Country. We forbear, however, to extend the
comparison ;* and we shall only venture to assert that, this Province
will never be extensively settled by French Canadians, unless their
Leaders can be induced to consent to facilitate their combination
with Emigrants and others of British origin, possessed of that pecu-
liar energy and courage which can alone brave the difficulties of
clearing lands at a distance from the Banks of large Rivers commu-
nicating with Sea Ports and Commercial Towns, and remote from
the aids and comforts of civilised Society. Till this desirable com-
bination take place, we shall invariably find the capital occasionally

* On the subject of the contrast between Frenchmen and Americans, we beg
Jeave to refer our enquiring veaders to the philosophic French Traveller Volney,
who, in his Views of America, has presented an interesting picture of the progress
of Settlements in the Forests of the United States,
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spread among the French Canadians, either dissipated in luxurious
indulgence, or left unemployed, or at best, applied to enhance the
value of the lands about their primeval Forts, Churches and Con-
vents, round which they continue to rally in war and in peace.

While the extending Commerce already mentioned, was furnishing
a Market for Agricultural and other {’roduce, the efforts of the
American Settlers beyond the Seigniories, and the American Citizens
on the Frontiers, to forward supplies of Cattle, Hogs, Provisions and
Lumber, were extraordinary, and completely astonished the French
Canadians, who could not, without the powerful influence of a com-
petent, intelligent and harmonious Legjslature, change their heredi-
tary routine of labour and amusement. They were not, however, inat-
tentive to the scenes passing around thewn ; they saw the benefits derived
by Foreigners, and were envious of their prosperily, though not emulous
of their industry. This spirit naturally extended from the great bo-
dy of the Electors to their Representatives; the Majority of the
}{ouw of Assembly will soon appear, therefore, extremely jealous of
every Legislative Measure, calculated to facilitate the competition of
the produce of the Countries beyond the Seigniories, with that of
their own Constituents ; and this jealousy, of what they will call the
Agriculture of Foreigners, will be accompanied with an increased
hostility to the Merchants who pursue this transit Trade, so interest-
ing to British Shipping, and to the general Commerce of the Em.-

pire. This narrow jealousy was likewise afterwards displayed by cer-
tain speculative Seigneurs, who had established Mills on an extensive
scale, for the manufacture of Flour, and with whosed)roﬁtl, the sup-

plies of that article from Upper Canada and the
terfered.

These sketches of the circumstances and prospects of the Province,
will prepare our readers for the appearance of energy in the Admin-
istration of President Dunn, whose Executive Council could not help
feeling the influence of the general spirit, which British Merchants
and British Capital diffused throughout the Country.

The third Session of the fourth Provincial Parligment, was opened
by the President, on the 2lst of January, 1807, with a Speech to
both Houses, which began by referring to the Act of the ?xcnepcrinl
Parliament, which, in conferring on the Province, what he was pleas-
ed to call an invaluable Constitution, haflenjoined the Annual Meet-
ing of the Legislature ; and His Honour also referred to the absence
of the Lieutenant Governor as again imposing upon him the duty of
calling the Members from their private occupations, ascribing to
them the greatest aeal for promoting to the utmost, the welfare of
the Country. After intimating to the House of Assembly his inten-
tion of laying before them Statements of the Provincial Revenue of
the Crown, and of the Expenditure, during the last twelve months,
His Honour, addressing both Houses, endeavoured to interest them
in the success of His Majesty's Arms, as connected with the safety

nited States in-




b §

-

08 POLITICAL ANNALS [('ll.\l’.

and tranquility of the Protince; but he did not recommend a single

Measure o' Improvement or Defence, except the renewal of the
temporary Acts for the regulation of Aliens, and the preservation of
His Majesty’s Government, which was considered mere matter of
routine in every Session during the war,

The Addresses of' both Houses, particularly that of the Legisla-
tive Council, enlargedt on the topies of the Speech ; and the House
of Assembly congratulated the President on the prolongation of his
Administration during the absence of the Lieutenant Governor, as
affording him an opportunity of ensuring a tribute ot gratitude for
his public conduct.

A Committee having been appointed on the expiring Laws, Bills
for their continuance were introduced, and passed with little discus-
sion, the Executive having abandoned their usual endeavour to ob-
tain permanent enactments from a House of Assewmbly, which was
ambitious of rendering the very existence of His Majesty's Govern
ment dependent upon its annnal enactments.

This Session, the renewal of the Act for appointing Returning Of-
ficers, ufforded a fit opportunity for remedying many alledged grievs
ances connected with the Election of Members of the House of As-
sembly, the qualifications of Returning Officers and Voters, and the
places of Election, all of which were provided for by the Act passed
this Session, after much discussion, 47, Geo. II1., Cap. 16.

While the Majority of the House of Assembly, during this and fu-
ture Sessions, were intent on extending and securing their general
ascendancy, we find the Members connected with the Executive, cone
fining their views to matters of local convenience or individual profit ;
and the establishment of new Market-houses in Quebec and Montre-
al, appears to have chiefly monopolised their attention during this
Session of the Provincial Parliament. Acts were passed for those
purposes, without exciting much discussion ; but, in their execution,
they occasioned much obloquy against their Promoters, who were
asserted to have been actuated by motives of individual interest and
electioneering purposes.

This Session, a Law was passed consolidating the Regulations,
which, under a temporary Act, the Justices of Quebec and Montreal
had made respecting the reciprocal duties of Masters, Apprentices
and Servants, which, i’ fafflitated in its execution by that competi-
tion for employment, which is found in old Countries, would have
done much for the comfort of families, and the advancement of the
Inhabitants of the Province in the useful arts.

This Session was distinguished by an attempt to introduce Assess-
ments for the support of the Infirm Poor, and; at the same time, to
suppress Public Beggars and punish Idle Vagabonds. This Mea-
sure, which looks well in theory, would require, however, such excel-

lent management, that it is probably fortunate that the Majority of

the House were found inimical to it; as indeed they have ever been
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tle s to any thing in the shape of direct or permgnent taxation. A Poor's-
he rate, in 4 Country where every Individual ﬂling to work, may find
of | employment, would be a public evcouragemens to idleness.
of For some years, an experiment had  been patronized by the Impe-
\  rial and Provincial Government, for promoting the culture of Hewmp;
In- and this year, we find public examples added to precepts and rewards.
%0 Government secured to the Cultivator, a fair remunerating price in
his the Provincial Market, and the British Society for the encourage-
us ment of the Arts, had established Premiums, both honorary and pe-
for cuniary, in favour of an improved culture and preparation of this Ar-
ticle.  Persons duly qualified, were sent to the Province by the Co-
ills lonial Department ; and experimental Farms for this new branch of
ns- industry, were ordered to be established in each District.  The sys-
b- tem of Culture preseribed, was, however, so repugnant to the care-
vas less and slovenly habits of the peasantry, that this costly wnd trou-
i blesome experiment was found ineflicient to introduce a pew staple
production, which, at one time, promised to furnish, in the® various
Dfs stages of-cultivation, cleanihg and preparation, for a Foreign Market,
vy extensive employment to Men, Women and Children.  Under every
LTS discouragement, the Government persevered in this desperate expe-
the riment ; and the late Commissary Clarke, so zealous for all kinds of
sed improvement, continued to be authorised for several years to offer
Forty-three Pounds Sterling per Ton, for any quantity delivered in a
fu- clean and marketable state, into His Majesty's Stores, at Montreal
wal and Quebec. :
one The Maitres de Poste, this Session, renewed. their application for
fit ; Legislative protection, against those private Individuals who interfered
lre- with them in that regulated monopoly of the conveyance of Travel-
this lers by land,%hich they had long enjoyed. This new Act, however,
0se 47, Geo. 111, Cap. 5, took particular care to prevent the conveyance
ion, of the public Mails, or the. exigencies of His Majesty's Service from
cre suffering by this monopoly, which was farther restricted by authoris-
and ing the Justices to License other persons than the Maitres de Poste,
who should stipulate to convey Travellers at a reduced rate, thus
mns, leaving an opening for employment to Stage Coaches.
real Notwithstanding the frequent Fires which had afflicted Quebec
ices and Montreal, and the spreading of which bad notoriously been fa-
eti- cilitated by the lately proscribed pruu*: of covering the Roofs of
ave Houses, in those Cities, with Shingles, there were found interested

the persons to petition for permission to use Shingles, pretending that,
when washed with Lime, they would be found less liable to commu-

C88- nicate Fire, than Boards. This Petition was not favourably received,
y to owing to the strenuous opposition to its principles, which was known
lea- to exist among the principal l‘ruprictursool' IHouses in Quebec and
cel- Montreal,

y of The first artempt to obtain a drawback of Provincial Duties on
een the re-exportation of an Article which had paid the Duty, was made
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by Irvine, Macnaught & Co., this Session, in which thnt.lrcnlpc;cml::tf
Firm appeared to be seconded by ‘the .whole Mell'claml crntt‘»;e .
but the Majority of the House of ._A.ucmbly‘ wmu‘not I:' (‘ By
any Prayers for such a decided facility to Commerce, I(l; Iu, e
tition contemplated ; but with rrs]n"rt to l)ut!r'.v tf;(pq.cr y hy (Jate
British Acts, the Bonding System affords a partial relicf ‘f‘l{ ll;,. r. y
chant who had been systematically oppressed by lllc‘ I'mm.(,lln »inci
ples and Practices of the Majority of the House of Assem Ny '

On the 24th of February, the attempt to give pecuniary clomp(' 'n-‘
sation to the Members, was renewed, nn'(l on the |()”()‘\‘\Ing (Iuy, ||.L
House went into Committee on t.hc subject ; when, a ter ln‘ (-):]‘g « .L|-
bate, the adherents of the Executive, and others whlo C(,\“mlu('l such
compensation as disreputable, and as calculated to lnwl'tr tl |€ C rnaj-uf.
ter of the Members, obtained a posgponement till the 1st of Ju y
ne,l(vtl.uch public business was transacted this Session, which wn's tco;:n.
paratively a tranquil one, distinguished for several am;‘ng'cm; )n 8 (:
the advancement of the Police, and the improvement o nc‘ ‘})‘30"
tic Economy of the l’rovince.—l’?ﬂy Spirit {aa,:ll, nol’ydde.t ended ils
effects to destroy social intercourse and good neig ot‘tr:o{:l > e

A certain degree of protection was given to the 4;\'2‘ ‘) b
and the Shipping Interest, by_ the Ac‘t of this Sc:su;:g, l 'il I'C(‘; wr..,
Cap. 9, to prevent the desertion of Seamen ; and t ‘m‘ )c' :‘, K, [r -
manent Act, the Executive has not pressed any n,mnl;lm.w.; oy lﬁ
that the increasing jcnlum)I" of the French Canadian Majority wou

i mporary Act. . .
rl'l‘),lll;‘)e 'lthh m:lt(t){)‘thincdynn Act this Session, granting him an exclu-
sivc.pri.vilege to build Bridges on a certain construction, (lh‘l_rmg l’;)‘;n'r-
teen years, instead of twenty-five years, as he first prayec ::r.‘ ' n‘g
exclusive right was very unpopular; and excited a ver gu;l(ruAut.
luctance to approve of any such n‘xlco of encouraging the Arts
WIEl}"ll':: tl‘l‘icllsprt‘:lflt‘t:tiel.iutc the croction‘ of a Market-house iq Quclgcc,
and an additional Market in qutre‘nl,. employed much of the time
f the House, which prolonged its Session, by attending to matters
?)f local interest, including the lnngorpo;-ntlonqo(_ntum:‘ill-(ln:;‘ :;t(l,:ﬁn;;‘
nevolent Society,

undglr tl:;‘:: Tlfc (l)";:‘ige(::e.bz:c the Royal Auent)to Sixteen Acts,
3“:;1} temporary, rcnerving:or His Maj(il(y.l pleasure, the Bill for
Incorporating the Quebec Benevolent Soci e

B e t?\peedl‘)’li'c)r:elfn:c eanl(:ps(::ongly recom-

ion e pu y A

Hou(:ee:l ?:rttl?ce 1\'&'::::::: carry ':he spirit of on.uhy nnd. aunchmqnt
:‘f‘}‘]ig Majesty, displayed during the Session, into thfll'r' rclpcctll\]'e
Counties, inculcating among & | 'nnlu of peo )I&, olr)lc1 n:::ze to the
Laws, and respect for His Majesty's Person and Gove
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Soon after the Prorogation, intelligence arrived at Quebec of a
general change in the Administration of the Imperial Government.
The Ministry which was ironically called ¢ all the Talents,” in their
effarts to please all parties, had attempted various innovations in Laws,
Politics and Finances, which excited the jealousy of many powerful
interests both in the United Kingdom and in the Colonies. To di-
minish the accumulation of the National Debt, heavy war taxes, in-
cluding an increase of the Income Tax to ten per cent, had heen im-
posed ; the Navigation Laws had been relaxed in favour of Foreign
Vessels, and the Planters in the Sugar Colonies, in addition to the
pressure of the new War Duties, had been debarred from the supply
of Negrogs, by the abolition of the Slave Trade. The whole course
of the Opposition, headed by the late Mr. Fox, having pledged him
and his associates to economy, this Administration gradually withheld
those supplies of Dritish Treasure, which, during the brilliant Minis-
try of Pitt, had cncourugcd Austria and Russia to oppose the ambi-
tion of France; and, in a great measure, they had lost the alliance
and co-operation of those Powers, in the prosecution of a just and
necessary war against Napoleon Bonaparte. This Administration
might, however, have struggled through the difficulties of domestic
and foreign discontents, if they had not incurred the deep displea-
sure of their King, who was personally beloved and respected by his
people.  An attempt to diminish the securities, devised by the wis-
dom of our ancestors, for the protection of our Protestant Govern-
ment, alienated from this Ministry, the affections and confidence of
the Monarch, who could not be reconciled to them by any plcns of
expedicency, or ostensible abandonment of their for midable projects,

In the months of March and April, a Tory and Anti-gatlican Ad-
ministration was formed, containing many Disciples of the Pitt School,
cager to recover the Foreign Alliances, and to carry on an intermina-
ble war against the boundless ambition of the Ruler of France;
whose measures of commercial and warlike hostility were opposed
and counteracted by all those means which wealth, energy and inge-
nuity could devise and execute. During the late Administration,
however, Alexander, the Emperor of Russia, disgusted with England,
and ambitious of adding to his Empire the Turkish Provinces on the
Danube, was lured into an alliance with Benaparte, and into a co-
operation with him in his continental excMsion of the Commerce of
England. The famous Treaty of Tilsit, in its secret articles, com-
prehended a general s J’stcm of European hostility against England ;
in which it was agreed to force the minor powers to co-operate; and

" the fortunate disclosure of those articles, by the secret agency of an

individual, to the British Ministry, induced them to take strong mea-
sures, disarming Denmark, threatening Russia, and exhibiting the
strongest jealousy of the conduct of all Commercial Governments,
including that of the United States, which continued to preserve the
appearance of neutralily.
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The general measures of  Napoleon, and more particularly his Ber-
lin and other Decrees, by which he had declared all neutral Vessels
good prizes, which wight have touched at any Port of England, or ta-
ken English property on board, forced the British Government, in
sclli*defence, to restrict and regulate the intercourse between France
and all the neutral Powers engaged in the carrying trade.—"These
necessary measures, interfered with the freedom of Commerce claim-
ed by the United States, and the dogmas of their President, 7homas
Jefferson, who found it convenient to proclaim the principles that
“ Free Ships should make Free Goods.”  Seeds of hostility were thus
sown, “I\ir{l. fostered by permanent and accidental causes, vipened
eventually into a war, involving the maritime rights of Great Britain,
and the existence of her dominion in North America.

During the year 1806, and part of 1807, the hostility of the Uni-
ted States to Great Britain had been displayed, by prohibiting the
importation of certain articles of her manufacture, and by throwing
a variety of impediments in the way to prevent the exercise of her
rights to the service of her natural born Subjects.  The Government
of the United States, professing to be neutral, was bound to permit
Vessels of War, belonging to Great Britain, to frequent the Coasts
and Harbours of that Country ; and it was also its duty to afford that
hospitality which the practice of civilized nations has sanctioned It
was likewise an established duty of a neutral towards a belligerent
power, to facilitate the means used by the latter, to retake Deserters
from its Naval and Military Scrvice. The conduct of the Government
of the United States, in this respect, was extremely defective; and
desertion from the British Vessels of War, on the American Coast,
was not only connived at, but the Deserters were occasionally enlisted
among the Crews of American Vessels of War. An extraordinary
and flagrant instance of this conduct occurred, and was made known
to Admiral Berkley, the British Naval Commander in Chief on the
Atlantic Coast, w]m, acting on his own responsibility, resolved to
give a decisive check to a practice, which encouraged and counte-
nanced desertion from His Majesty's Service. Having received un-
doubted information, the correctness of which was afterwards proved
in open Court, that four natural born British Subjects, who had de-
serted from the Halifax, a British Sloop of War, and who had beent
identified and claimed in the most distinct and formal manper, were
nevertheless on board of the American Frigate ('hrm,x-akc, he took
measures to compel their delivery. Captain Humphries, command-

_ing the Leopard, a Ship of fifty guns, accordingly meeting the Chesa-

seake, commanded by Commodore James Barron, on the 23d of June,
1807, who had proceeded to sea on the morning of that day, de-
manded the Deserters; but the Commodore denied that he had them
on board, and refused to allow a search for them, alledging the orders
of his Government to the contrary. On receiving this answer, Cap-
tain Humphries, who had given to the Commodere a copy of the

’
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Admiral's orders, resorted to force ; and, after firing several broad-
sides, and killing and wounding nineteen of’ the Chesapeake’s Crew,
obliged her to strike her colours. A party from the Leopard then
came on board of the Chesapeake, mustered the remaining Crew,
found and identified the four Deserters, and took them away. As may
be supposed, Captain Humphries declined taking possession of the
Chesapeake, which Vessel was permitted to return to Port,  This ac-
tion, combined with previous causes of excitement, produced feclings
of shame and indignation in the breasts of the great body of the
American Citizens, who were deal to all the reasons which might
have palliated the insult.  The popular voice demanded immediate
vengeance ; but the President was neither willing nor prepared to go
to extremities.  He, however, by Proclamation, interdicted British
armed Vessels from  entering the waters of the United States, and
obtained, from His Britannic Majesty, a prompt disavowal of the act
of Admiral Berkley, with a Special Mission for the purpose of agree-
ing upon a svitable reparation for the insult and injury which had
been inflicted, including a provision for the support of the families of
Bthose men who had been killed and disabled in the unfortunate ren-
counter,

We have stated these particulnu, as bearing upon the affairs of
this Province, and producing the appointment of an enterprising Gov-
ernor in Chief, a short period of extraordinary prosperity in the Ca-
nadas, and a remarkable epoch in the ambition of the Majority of
the House of Assembly,

The uncertain relations between the British and American Gov-
ernments, and the vicinity of the British North American Provinces
to the United States, induced the new Ministry to send to Quehec a
Governor General of military reputation ; and Lientenant General Sir
James Henry Craig, who had begun his career in the American Re-
volutionary War, and distinguished himself in every quarter of the
world, arrived on the 21st of October, 1807, and opened his Com-
mission and took the oaths of Office on the 24th of the same month,
He found the Military Affairs of the Province well administered by
Major General Brock, Commander of the Forces, during the Presi-
dency of Mr. Dunn ; but Civil and Legislative Business was much in
arrear.  The Militia had been regularly reviewed, and the drafts, au-
thorised by Law, on extraordinary occasions, had taken place ; but
the Legislature, during two years, had done little more t’mn debate
and resolve on a variety of subjects, without providing for the ex-
igencies of a Commercial Colony, so peculiarly situated with reference
to Upper Canada and the United Slales.

In the latter country, the temporising character of President Jeffer-
son meditated a most extraordinary display of what his fellow-citizens
called * restrictive energies” against Great Britain and France ; whose
mutual hostilities, as already mentioned, interrupted that complete
freedom of American Commerce, which his ideas of national indepen-
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dence required. Instead of either choosing his party and declaring
war, or permitting the enterprising commercial citizens to arm their
vessels and have a chance of still enjoying much foreign trade, this
hilosophic ruler prescribed a temporary retirement from all maritime
intercourse ; and accordingly, at his suggestion, and to the utter
amazement of the civilised world, the Congress of the United States,
at the commencement of the Session in December, 1807, laid an Em-
bargo upon all American vessels, and soon after prohibited all inter-
course by land and inland navigation with the Canadas and other British
American Provinces. At first it was supposed by the Merchants re-
siding in this Province, that this dignified retirement, as it was ironi-
cally termed, could not last many weeks ; but when these practical
men found that the Philosopher was obstinate in support of his new
theory of coercing the belligerents by restrictive energy, they began a
variety of speculations on an extensive scaleq’ in which they were se-
conded by an active contraband trade, carri¢d on between the frontier
settlements of both countries. American produce and capital, from
New York and the Northern States, were poured into this Province
for many months; and the Exports from Quebec to Great Britain and
to the West Indies in the year 1808 were double the accustomed value.
But comsesuences of greater importance than the extension of Com-
merce arose from this activity of intercourse. The keen and discrimi-
nating eyes of the Americans, resorting for Commercial purposes to
this Province, discovered and exposed the vices of its political Con-
stitution, and the effects of its domestic economy. The public prints
were filled with remarks upon the bad roads, the want of accommodation
for travellers and speedy transport by land and water for merchandize
in Canada. The inconveniences, of French Laws, Language, and a
tenure of lands, forming such a contrast to the situation, improvements
and anticipations of the United States, were ever recurring themes for
writing and conversation. The new Governor General and his Executive
Council could not help feeling the influence of these discussions ; and,
notwithstanding previous failures, Sir James Craig's Administration
renewed the attempt of Legislative and general improvement, attended
however, with much trouble and little success.

~The fourth Session of the fourth Provincial Parliament was open-
ed 8p the 29th January 1808, by the Governor General, with a long
Speech, which chiefly dwelt upon the warlike exploits and energies
of Great Britain and the benefits which had accrued to the Province
from its connection with that powerful Empire. The recent arrival of
His Excellency at Quebec, his infirm health, preventing his personal
examination of the Country, and its inhabitants, induced him to speak
in rather general terms of'its situation and circumstances ; but the tone
of His Speech gave reason to expect that, both in his Civil and Mili-
tary capacities, he would act with vigor and decision. He alluded to
the unpleasant discussions and fruitless negotiations which had taken
place between His Majesty's Government and that of the United
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States, expressing a hope, however, that the beneficial intercourse be-

tween two nations of the same race and origin could not be long inter-
rupted. In the present uncertainty of the result of negociation, he ex-
pressed his satisfaction at the tokeus of loyalty which had been display-
ed in the Province, by the Militia, and the massof the population ; and
he looked forward with confidence to proofs of attachment to His Ma.
jesty's Government in the day of trial, how soon or whenever it might
arrive. His Excellency next recommended a revision of the Militia
Laws, with the view of rendering them more suitable to the present
circumstances and prospects of the Province. Addressing the House
of Assembly, His Excellency said that he would lay before that body
Statements of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown and of the Ex-
penditure for the last twelve months. Addressing both Houses, His
Excellency stated his intention of hastening the erection of Gaols for
the Districts of Quebec and Montreal ; and he ended his Speech with
some remarks upon the duties of those who are called to legislate
for o free people.

The Addresses of both Houses were perfect echoes to Yhe Speech,
blended with repeated compliments to His Excellency on his appoint-
ment to the Government of this Province, and to the extensive Military
Command of His Majesty’s Forces, in British-North America. All
this flattery, on the part of the Majority of the House of Assembly,
will appear however only a cloak to their encreasing ambition, which
during this Session could not help discovering itself in a variety of
ways, proving that the Constitutional Acts would in practice be frail
barriers to their enrroachments:

Passing by some matters of routine and local concern, to which we
shall afterwards return, we now hasten to review some Constitutional
questions, which the House of Assembly took upon itself to settle with
a degree of egotism and presumption which astonished every unpre-
judiced and disinterested spectator. Our political Hypothesis, rest-
ing chiefly upon an ascribed ambition in the French Canadian Ma-
jority, of exclusive dominatidg, will, in our opinion, receive much proof
and illustration from their conduct in some particulars this Session.
The first measure against the Constitution was a Resolve, carried by
a Majority of 21 to 5, “that Ezckiel Hart, Esquire, professing the
Jewish Religion, cannot take a seal nor vote in this House.” This ex-
pulsion \\'us"cqunlly contrary to the Constitution, and to other Acts of
the British Parliament, which had conferred all the rights of British
Subjects upon all Jews who might have resided seven years in any
British Colony. Mr. Hart was not only a native of Canada, but also
a person of unblemished character ; and the pretension of the House
of Assembly to exclude him was necessarily viewed by his Constitu-
ents and by the Executive as highly unconstitutional. This Resolve
of the House was also calculated to alarm all those Colonial Subjects
who deprecated the introduction of a religious test or qualification
for a seat in the Assembly; and we can only account for the

P
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success of this encroachment, by supposing that the importance of
a principle was not sufficiently appreciated by the great body ot Sub-
jects of British origin, whose dearest interests were opposed to the pre-
tensions of the Irench Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly.

The next unconstitutional measure was the Bill introduced by Mr.
Bourdages {or disabling Judges from sitting and voting in the House
of Assembly, which Bill was pased on the 4th Marcl, by a Majority
of 17 to 8, and sent for concurrence to the Legislative Council;
where it was unanimously rejected, as unconstitutional ; after a long
discussion of its character and consequences, in which the late Mr.
De Lothbini: re bore a conspicuous part.

Having shown a desire to introduce a religious test as
fication for a seat in the House of Assembly, the Majority next
proceeded to interfere with His Majesty’s Prerogative, and to dic-
tate to the Sovereign by what means and by what description of per-
sons the Waste Lands of the Crown should be settled. On Thurscay
the 24th March, it was resolved, on motion of Mr. Bedard, seconded
by Mr. Taschereau, ¢ That this House will, on Monday next, resolve
“itself into a Committee of the whole House to take into consideration
“the alterations it may be expedient to establish, touching the nature
““and consequences of Grants in Free and Common Soccage, and the
“ precautions nmecessary to be adopted to prevent the Crown Lands
“being settled by strangers professing principles inimical to those ne-
“cessary for preserving this Country to His Majesty's Empire.”

To facilitate further proceedings in this proposed regulation of His
Majesty’s Prerogative, it was resolved on the 28th March, by a
Majority of 11 to 5, ¢ That for the remainder of this Session, ELE-
“yEN MEemBERS, Mr. Speaker included, shall be a competent quorum
“to proceed in the despatch of public business.”

On the Ist April, the House in Committee renewed the considera-
tion of the subject of the Waste Lands of the Crown; but no Bill
founded upon the Resolves was introduced this Session.

We now return to the ordinary and less characteristic proceedings
of the Members, during a Session when the accumulation of public
business, and the urgency of Petitioners for new laws, produced no less
than thirty four Acts on the Statute Book of Lower Canada. Several
of those Bills were of great commercial utility ; as 1st, The Bill-intro-
duced 8th February, for the better regulation of the weights and rates
at which certain Coins shall pass current in this Province, and for
preventing the falsifying, impairing or counterfeiting the same. This
measure was calculated to meet the consequences of some alterations
in the regulations respecting the Currency of the United States, which
Country, having gradually increased its national coinage, began to
reject all cut and light foreign coins, which were poured into Can-
ada by speculators.*

a quali-

* Itis worthy of remark that no subject at present is more deserving of the con-
sideration of the Legislature than the means of replacing the defaced and impaired
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2nd. A Bill to regnlate the Lumber Trade was also a very necessa-

ry measureawhich had for several Sessions been petitioned for by the
\h l(,lhll)'\ of Upper Canada as well as by those of the Lower Pro-
vince. The Act, as finally passed, was considered objectionable, in
allowing Commissions to be granted to persons in the employ of the
great Lumber Merchants in Quebee.  Various amendments have
since taken place ; but we think that the experience of the intelligent
citizens of New York, should long ago have suggested to our Legisla-
ture the expediency of est: I])ll\lhll” one Im/)ulm, authorised to appoint
Deputie-, and made 7(‘\/;0)1\1/)/(’ Sfor t/lu/ conduct. This principle might
be uwhlll) applied in regulating the Inspection of Potashes, Flour and
Provisions, and would prevent that hurtful competition among our In-
spectors, which has long tended to lower the standard of que 1ht|vz~, and
depreciate the comparative value of Canadian Produce in the Markets
of the United Kingdom, the West Indies, &c.

Among the Commercial projects and ewquiries of the Session which
were postponed, we shall mention the Bill, introduced by Mr. Rich-
ardson, for the establishment of a Bank in Montreal. The House pro-
ceeded no farther in this measure than to go into Committee; and
notwithstanding the indefatigable efforts of its friends, renewed in the
the next l’.n]uum-nt, the Bill was finally postponed.*

This Session furnishes the first instance of an enquiry into the
state and relations of the intercourse between Quebec and the West
India Islands. The regulation of trade depending chiefly on the Im-
perial Parliament, the House did not appear disposed to interfere
even by Address to His Majesty ; and the Merchants, forming them-
selves into Committees in Quebec and in Montreal, made applica-
tion through a private Agent in London, and obtained from the Im-
perial Parliament decisive encouragement to the intercourse between

Silver Coins which circulate among our ignorant peasantry, by British Coins of pro-
per weight and standard. The longer this measure may be delayed, the greater will
be the loss to the Province ; for we cannot suppose that individuals, or even the
Bauoking Institutions, should be saddled with the expense of the proposed reform in
the Colonial circulating medium. &

* Ten years afterwards, when a private association, consisting almost entirely
of Merchants of British origin, had made a successful experiment in Banking bu-
siness, the Legislature was induced to grant Acts of Incorporation, with the usual
privileges, to one Bank in Quebec and two Banks in Montreal. Much opposition
was made to these measures, not merely by persons hostile to Corporations of Colo-
nial origin, but also by those who deprecated the establishment of Banks before that
of Register Offices, considering, with much appearance of reason, that the security
and other objects of the former institutions could not be attained without the latter.
Events have rather approved this opposition ; and, partly from the want of Register
Offices, partly from the ignorance of the great Majority of the French Canadians, limit-
ing the circulation, besides other defects pectifiyr to this community, the Stockholders,
more particularly of the Bank of Montreal, bedr an ample share of the general losses
which occur by Bankruptcies, Mortgage frauds, and other evils which yearly increase,
and threaten to destroy that confidence between man and man, which is the basis of
public and commercial credit. |
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Quebec and the Island of Bermuda, by the Act 49, Geo. III. Cap.
16, besides the redress of many minor grievances, and the removal of
inconveniencies attending the intercourse between Quebec and foreign
Ports to the South of Cape Finisterre, in Europe.

The Act for the.Trial of Controverted Elections, was passed this
Session, being 48, Geo. III. Cap. 21, already alluded to. This Act
was afterwards repealed by the Act 5, Geo. IV. Cap. 5, which, con-
solidating and modifying previous enactments, gave full scope to that
principle of universal suffrage, which, under the present Constitution,
will always secure to the French Canadians an overwhelming Majority
in the popular branch of the Legislature of Lower Canada.

The limits which we have prescribed to ourselves prevent our de-
tailing the variety of Acts passed during this busy Session, which was
closed on the 14th April; when the GGovernor General spoke, in high
terms, of the zeal, moderation and dispatch displayed by the Members
of both Houses. His Excellency, alluding to the encreasing number
of the foes of Great Britain, and to the uncertain relations existing with
the United States, strongly enjoined upon the Representatives re-
turning to their residences, the duty of correctly informing their Con-
stituents of the difficulties existing and in prospect ; fortifying their
minds with that courage and loyalty which should distinguish those to
whom was entrusted the preservation of the many blessings enjoyed
under the protection of His' Majesty’'s Government.

Thus ended the fourth Parliament, dying a natural death, a peace-
able fate denied to several of its successors. Besides the general prin-
ciple that excessive ambition leads individuals and public bodies to
final destruction, we shall be able to alledge particular causes for the
short existence of various Houses of Assembly of Lower Canada,
without being able to assert that the punishment inflicted produced re-
formation or even repentance in the Constituents and Representatives.
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CHAP, X.

A. D. 180).
Fifth Provincial Parliament.— Preliminary remarks upon that rising Olizar-
chy, which the vicious principles of the Constitution rendered a necessary
cvil, for the support of British Ascendancy.—Composition of this Oligar-
chy, and of the Quebec Junta, more strict!y connected with the Fxecut ve.
—Review of the symptoms of the increasing hostility of the French (a-
nadian Majority to this Junta.—The Majorily establish the Canadien,
a French Newspaper, to counteract the Quebec Mercury, an Enr:lish News-
paper, devsted to British principles and improvements.—Conduct of the
Canadien and of its Patrons and Contributors.—Both the Mercury and the
Canadien recommended to Wrilers on the Administration of Sir James
Craig.—Violence of the Canadiert, when Mr. Panet lost his election as one
of the Members of the Assembly for Quebec.

The Governor Gereral dismisses
Mpr.

Panet from his command vn the Militia, on account of his support of
the Canadien Newspaper, and his general hostilily to the Local Govern-
ment.—The Governor General now openly opposes the Leaders of the French
Canadians, and, in this situation, necessarily becomes the head of the Bri-
tish party, and prepares to redress the grievances of His Majesty's Subjects
of British origin.—Review of those grievances in the Townships under the
English Tenure, and in the Roman Catholic Parishes, under the Feudal
Tenure.—First Session. of the fifth Provincial Parliament.—Mr. Panet
re-elected Speaker.—Speech of the Governox General to bsth Houses, describ-
ing the uncertain relations between Great Britain and the United Mgtes.
His Excellency alludes to the favorable stimulus given to the industry of the
Province by the American Embargo.—He recommends that some laws shoulld
be devised forthe permmanent encouragzement of the industrythusexcited.--L'e
gives his opinion that,notwithstanding the prosperous state of the Provine:,
internal jealousies existed, requiring a harmonious co-operation betwzen
the different branches of the Legislature.—Addresses of both Houses.—Abir-
tive attempt of the Majority, in the Address of the House of Assembly, to dis-
prove theexistence of internal jealousies.—Reflections on this atlempt 5 and
on the supposed neglect of previous Administrations to state those jcalousies
and their permanent causes to His Majesty's Imperial Government.—Pairty
spiril interferes with the routine business of the House of Assemb/y ; the Ma-
Jority of which bend their whole force todestroy the Oligarchy.—They renew
the attack on the right of the Judges of the Court of King's Bench ) be
Elected Members of the House of Assembly.—The proceedings on this sub-
Ject assume a Revolutionary character, by the attempt of the Majorily ¢
expel the Judges at once, instead of renewing the Bill for their exclusion

This attempt defealed ; and the Majority revert to the Constitutional pro-
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czediny by Dill.  Fuekiel Hart, the Jew, re-cxpelled. —State of the Provin-
cial Revenue and Expenditurve, referrved for the first time t, a Special Com-
mittee of the House of Assemb’y. — Causes of this reference, and of the subses
quent attempt trobtain the controul of the whole revenue, includinz the
produce of laxes cxisting befire the Constitution. —First Statement of In-
Dissatisfaction of the Governor General wggh the cha-

ports and Fxports.
His Speech Prorvoguing the Legisla-

vacter and conduct of the Majority.
ture, and intimating his intention to dissolve the House of Tseqbly.
Relections upon the inutility of repeated Dissolutions, instead of an cxer-

ciscof the right of the Iinperial Pariiament to amend the Constitutional Act.

In our preceding Chapters, we have had frequent occasion to allude
to the commencement or nucleus of an Oligarchy in the Government
of Lower Canada, which, if firmly established, would have enabled the
Country to vegetate in tranquillity, but would never have been essen-
tially useful in Anglifying the Province, and in rendering it a British
Colony in fact, as it had been for half a century in name. This Oli-
garchy, besides the Executive, consisted of the Majority of the Le-
gislative Council, the Members of which body were appointed for
life by His Majesty, with the same unrestricted Prerogative as is ex-
ercised, in the United Kingdom, in the creation of Peers of the
Realm. Another part of the rising Oligarchy, consisted of the few
Executive Councillors, Judges, Crown Lawyers, and other Officers of
the Government, who had obtained seats in the House of Assembly.
The third and most efficient part, might be denominated the Compo-
site, consisting of Members of the other parts, forming a private
Committee or Junta, having an extensive correspondence throughout
the Country, and exercising no small influence over the Clergy and
other important classes of the Community. This Junta, from the
nature of its composition, its location in Quebec, and its strict con-
nection with the Executive, had considerable sway in the Courts of
Justice ; and, being the only Association which \\'()U]d tolerate the
smallest innovation upon the French and Feudal Laws, its power was
generally supported, or at least not reprobated, by the Merchants
and Inhabitants of British origin. This anomalous body, which, how-
ever modified by circumstances, must always exist under the pre-
sent vicious Constitution, so long as British ascendancy or influence
shall not entirely depend upon Military Force, had been a constant
object of jealousy to the French Canadian Majority of the House
of Assembly. This jealousy was at first evinced by preventing
any person, suspected of attachment to the Junta, from becoming
the Speaker of the Assembly; next, by severely scrutinising all
Measures proposed by the Legislative Council, and by persons of
British origin, declaiming against them at public meetings for elec-
tioneering or other purposes; and lastly, in the year 1806, by esta-
blishing a French Newspaper, called the Canadien, with the combined
views of calumniating the Executive, the mediatorial Junta, with its

X.]

British Adher
only body wq
This Nm;'s'mp
facts and docu
ing them, and,
whose ears wo
ed readers of
twnal Monito
upon, in this
written by the
sequence of a
tish Scttlers, fil
This letter, was
true statement
character of th
the year 1807 ;
adventurers, th
thousands of By
improvers of th
ny.  Distortion
were, however,
the King, and ¢
ways represente
dians, and to th
to the latter exc
time, the Quebe
voted to British
grievances inflic|
of Assembly, w
prejudices of an
of the Canadien
pages, and thos
Administration
bers for the fifth
ment of Mr. Par
for the City of «(
such opprobrious
attention of the
knowledged Pat
long occupation (
fluence in the Ag
fit object of Exec
ed that his disgra
nents of the Gove
office of Licutena
known adherents
Measure to be pri



[( ITAD.

e Provin-
yeein! Com-
f the subse-
Judinz the
went of In-
th the cha-
he Legisla-
Treath!y.

4{["111 cuer-

utional Act.

v to allude
ywernment
nabled the
een essen-
a British
This Oli-
of the Le-
ointed for
e as 18 €X-
ers of the
of the few
Officers of
Assembly.
e Compo-
a privmc
hroughout
llergy and
from the
strict con-
Courts of
lerate the
Yower was
Merchants
hich, how=
r the pre-
r influence
a . constant
he House
prcvcntnw
becoming
inising all
persons of
for elec-
h by esta-
. combined
ta, with its

X. ] OF LOWER CANADA. 111

British Adherents; and holding up the Iouse Assembly as the
only body worthy of the conlidence of the * Nation Canadienne.”
This Newspaper, marking a new epoch in Canadian politics, collected
facts and documents, old and new, for the e xpress purpose of distort-
ing them, and, by false analogies, misleading the ignorant peasantry,
whose ears were lut'.llu] in ‘¢ver y.corner of the Country, by appoint-
ed readers of the Canadien, or, as it was sometimes called, the Na-
tiwnal Monitor. Among the Documents published and commented
upon, in this vehicle of misrepresentation and abuse, was a letter
written by the late General Murray, soon after the Conquest, in con-
sequence of a quarrel between that imprudent Governor and the Bri-
tish Scttlers, filled with the most passionate complaints against them.
This letter,was not only adopted by the Canadien, as containing a
true statement of facts, but also as exhibiting a correct view of the
character of the Merchants and other Settlers of British origin, in
the year 1807 ; when, instead of a few army followers and transient
adventurers, the Province, and more particularly its Cities, contained
thousands of Britons of unsullied reputation, who had been the principal
improvers of the Government, Agriculture and Commerce of the Colo
ny. Distortion of facts and calumny against the local Authorities
were, however, blended with lx\puulm il professions of loyalty to
the King, and confidence in the Imperial Government, who were al-
ways represented as friendly to the ascendancy of thc French Cana-
dians, and to the full developement of a Constitution, which insured
to the latter exclusive domination in Legislation and Finance. Mean-
time, the Quebec Mercury, a .\(‘W\l)(ll)(‘l begun in the year 1805, de-
voted to British interests, and employed in exposing the intolerable
grievances inflicted by French Laws, Feudal Burthens, and a House
of Assembly, which had founded its encroaching power upon the
prejudices of an ignorant population, watched and harassed the march
of the Canadien with a zeal and persevering spirit which render its
pages, and those of its rival, interesting studies to all writers on the
Administration of Sir James Craig. During the election of Mem-
bers for the fifth House of Assembly, in June, 1808, the disappoint-
ment of Mr. Panet, in his expectation of being re-elected a Member
for the City of Quebec, ascribed to Executive intrigue, produced
such opprobrious violence, in the pages of the Canadien, as drew the
attention of the Governor to the conduct of that Paper and its ac-
knowledged Patrons; Mr. Panet being one of those, and, from his
long ()Lculmtmn of the office of Speaker, considered a person of in-
fluence in the Assembly and among the Constituents, was deemed a
fit object of Executive disapprobation; and it was naturally suppos-
ed that his disgrace would be a warning to the more obscure oppo-
nents of the Government. He was accordingly dismissed from the
office of Lieutenant Colonel of Militia, accompanied by a few of his
known adherents; and the Governor condescended to order this
Measure to be privately explained, as being the conscquence of the
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seditious tendency of his speeches and writings, in the Canadien
Newspaper.  Sir James Craig, with characteristic firmness, now took
his stand against the Leaders of the French (.m.uh.ms; and, hav-
ing had time to ascertain that, under the present Constitution and
circumstances of Lower Canada, no Governor, in hig civil capacity,
is able to balance contending parties, he drew to his “standard the
Merchants and other Inhabitants of® British origin as the principal
means of ll(‘\(l\lll" British ascendancy.  From his new and com-
manding position, he now reviewed the state of the Country, and
perceived, with sorrow, the multiplied grievances of the British po-
pulation, particularly in the Townships under the English Tenure.
‘The Oligarchy, not only from the private interests of part of its
Members, but also from the less exceptionable motive of keeping up
the appearance of internal concord and tranquillity, had uniformly
discouraged the open expression of discontent on the part of the In-.
habitants of Dritish origin in the Seigniorial Parishes, and in the
English Townships of Lower Canada; and it is still a matter of
doubt, whether the Imperial Government had previously been inform-
cd of the innumerable evils inflicted by the Constitution, in connec-
tion with French Laws, wpon a part of the population, which pec uli-
arly merited its /)m/u/mu and fostering care. The Settlers in the
Tow nships, hampered in their efforts for improvement, by the absurd
and hurttul location of two sevenths of the lands as Crown and Cler-
ey Reserves, in scattered lots, languished upon partial unconnected
'l(\'n"xm'w throughout the forests, without a single voice, in the House

Ascembly, to proclaim their rights, 7(;);(\0‘1‘1 their grievances, or
sgooest means of rendering them reciprocally useful, by roads of com-
unication. At this period, indeed, their communications with Que-
bee, Three Rivers and Montreal, were hardly practicable ; and they
were, in a great measure, debarred from the benefits ot Civil Gov-
crnment and the administration of justice: hence, the public duties
ol the Subjects of free Governments being strictly connected with
the enjoyment of rights, these unfortunate Settlers were gradually
sinking into a state of lawless and reckless alienation from the rest
of the Province.  The situation of the Protestants in the Seigniorial
Parishes and Villages, though not intolerable, was attended by nu-
merous inconveniencies, calculated to discourage the resort of British
iwmigrants to Lower Canada. Incontrovertible facts, and the ac-
knowledged tendencies ot human nature, give reason to believe that
Protestants were never cordially welcomed by the Majority of the
Romish Clergy ; their freedom from the obligation to pay tythes, af-
forded no dun.xhlv example to the Roman Catholic Parishioners,
while their disregard of lmluh_\ s, processions, un(l other customary
observances encroaching on time, covld not fail to excite the jea-
lousy and envy of all who perceived the fruits of uninterrupted in-
dustry. 'l'huir education and prepossessions, equally hostile to feu-
dal burthens and French laws, rendered them troublesome vassals to
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the Seigneurs,  particalarly to those of French origin; whose banal

rights, mutation fines, and lvmnh coed claims, were 1|u|m ut causes of
expensive and ruinous litigation.  The disagreements  thus excited
from previously existing causes, were aggravated by some recent re-
gulations of the Provincial lAgls'.llllH‘. The Protestant, for in-
stance, might desire to obtain a license for keeping a Tavern or House
ol Entertainment.  For this purpose, it was required by Law that he
should present a certificate of good conduct and character,
by the Rector and Wardens of that Church,
enced nor supported ;

signed
which he neither rever-
but the notorious fuct may be readily believed,
that such a certificate was often refused under various pretexts and
pleas, which the Courts of Quarter Sessions, and the Protestant
claimant could not speedily obviate and dismiss ; difficulties and jea-
lousies also arose from the circumstance of there being established
by law, a distinction between British and Canadian Milida.  But we
pass from these to a more serious inconvenience, and cause of dete-
rioration, in the religion and morals of the small parties of Protes-
tants scattered through the Seigniories. Their distance from Pro-
testant Churches, rendered the celebration of Matrimony, the bap-
tism of Children, and the interment of the Dead, with due solemni-
ty, expensive and difficult ; it being often necessary to take a journey
of fifty miles, going and returning, for those purposés. A compe-
tent and impartial L cgislntun' would have obviated these inconveni-
encies, either by empowering Magistrates to celebrate matrimony and
establish burial places, or by the I('s% exceptionable measure of faci-
litating the license and compensation of Missionarics to baptise
Children, solemnise Marriages, and "administer periodically religi-
ous consolation and instruction at different stations. These priva-
tions continue to be notorious at the present day ; and it is needless
to add that the House of Assembly has done nothing to relieve this
interesting portion of His Majesty’s Subjects, who, nevertheless, under
every disadvantage, persist in furnishing occasional examples of suc-
cess/ul industry to the French Canadians.

Those remarks on the Minority of the population of the Country,
will best serve to account for some unwelcome allusions to internal
jealousies, made in the Governor’s Speech to both Houses of the new
Provincial Parliament ; which, after an unusual delay, was summon-
ed to meet for the despatch of business, on the 10th of April, 1809.

I'he House of Assembly, which contained several new Members,
including Mr. D. B. Viger, and Mr. Louis Jo seph Papineau, proceed-
ed, by Comnmnd of thc Governor, to elect a Speaker. Mr. J. 4
Panet having been proposed, some conversation took place as to the
probability of his being rejected by the same personage who had re-
cently dismissed him from his high rank in the Militia ; and, with the
alledged view of avoiding so painful an exercise of the Prerogative,
M. Justice Debonne proposed Mr. D. B. Viger as Speaker, eulogis-
ing his knowledge of the laws, his independence, and industrious ha-
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Dits of business, The Majority however re-clected Mr. Panct, whom
the Governory thoueh in measured terms and in a eold manner, ap-
proved.  The Session was thep' opened by 1lis Exccllene y, with a
Speech to both Tlouses, which enl wged upon the foreign and domes-
tic aftairs of the Province, and his ‘.nmn( theme of the warlike ex-
ploits of Great Britain,  He stated the protracted negotiations between
His Majesty and the Government of the United States, and gave his
opiion, that the course of discussion and proposcd measures of the
latter indicated na speedy adjustment. The Embargo, so injurions to
the citizens of that Country, had been removed lml Congress had
substituted for it an act of non-intercourse against both Great Britain
and Irance, to take place on the 29th May, and continue in force
until the obnexious decrees of Napoleon and the Orders in Council of
His Majesty should be annulled, in so far as they affected the Unrated
States 3 the intercourse to be restored with each power immediately
after the promulgation of such annulments.  With this uncertain pres-
peet before them, His Excellency recagmmended the renewal of the
temporary Acts, for the regulation of Wliens and the preservation of
Iis Majesty’s Government.  Alluding to the Spanish Revolution, the
Emigration of the lm\ al Family of l’urtuull to the Brazils, and the
share which His M Tajesty’s \nm and Navy had in those important
cvents, Iis Lxcellency congre itulated both Houses on the brilliant
victory of Vimeira, and the subsequent retreat of the Forces of the
Tyrant of France from Portugal.  Addressing the ITouse of Assem-
b l\, he pmnmul to lay luhvn it Statements of the Provincial Re-
venue of the Crown and of the Expenditure during the last twelve
months ; and he next called the attention of both Houses to the rec-
tification of an accidental error in an Act of the preceding Parliament,
for the relief of the insanc.and the support of foundlings; the conse-
quences of which error he had obviated on his own responsibility. Tis
Lixcellency then adverted to the prmpcxl!) of the Province ; and re-
commended that the stimulus to improvement given by thc Ameri-
can Embargo should be followed up by measures of domestic legisla-
tion, for the permanent encouragement of that industry, w hl(ll rad
been called forth, by external and fortuitous-frcumstances. After
this important recommendation, His Excellency proceeded as fol-
lows :—* You, Gentlemen, who are collected JSrom all parts of the Pro-
“wvince must be sensible of its flourishing situation, and of the happi-
““ ness enjoyed by a people unrestrained by any control but that of the
“ lurws, which, enacted by their own Representatives, can solely be direct-
“ed totheir benefit and to the advancement of their prosperity.  These
L //¢ ssings will be unalte rably insured by the diffusion of a spirit of har-
“mony “and concord, the cultivation of which 1s more espectally called
“ for, from those who have the happivess of the people at heart, from the

\ ¢ pec uliar eircumstances of the differént parts of which they are compo-

“sed. If any thing can intervene to blast the pr ospect /m/meu\. it can
““be only the admission of causeless jealousies, and suspicions still more
v unfounded, and assuredly most umnumd towards that Government
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The \pu(h ended by 1\pl uning the cause of the unusually short
notice given for the meeting of the Parliament.

The Addresses of both Houses were confined to the loluu of
Speech; but a ])(nlmn of the usual Majority of the House of \n« m-
bly, named below in a note,* .lllun]m«l to contradict the paragraph
qnntul from His Excellency's hpu«l., which alluded to causcless
J\ alousies, denying the existes IL,('U/\I’(/I jealoustes, and ascribino the as-

ertion of thew to the insinuations of persons not sufficiently known t
l’w Lxcellency, whick personswere alledred to have weither the wel
fure of the Government of this Province nor
happiness is entrusted to ils care, at heart.

This observation was levelled at some Members of the Oligarchy,
and more particularly at Judge Debonne, who had become an Ulb_jul
of continual hostility on the part of the §; )ul\u and some other Lead-
ers of the ;\d[lv)ll Canadienne, on .uwunt of

that l_r/ the pe f]l.’( y WS

" his interference with
their pulcn‘mns to exclusive domination in matters of Legislation

and Iinance. Its insertion, however, in the Address was o\uxulul :a
part of the Majority were satisfied with the near prospect of a more
signal vengeance, not only upon the Judge in question, but involving

the perpetual proscription of all Judges as Members of the House of

Assembly. The Majority well knew that jealousies existed; and His
Excellency might have known that they must always exist, under the
present Constitution, to such an extent as to paralyze the energics of
the Government ; and it is a subject of regret that we have no decis-
ive proofs that those causes were Ul(]l(”\, and forcibly stated and re-
commended to the consideration of the Impux il Government even pre-
vious to the Administration of Sir James Craig. It isin our humble
opinion totally inconsistent with the wisdom ascribed to the British
Government, to suppose that, it Sir Robert Shore Milnes had present-
ed a true state of the Province to the Colonial Department of His Ma-
j( \'ly's Government, and solicited thew attention to the theory of the
Constitution and its practical effects, they should not have immediate-
ly applied themselves to devise a reme d\ for the yearly accumulating
evils affecting the Suhjc(‘ts' of British origin, and sapping the founda-
tion of British Ascend: ancy in the Canadas. A neglect of such infor-
mation would be tantamount to treason to the Colonial policy and in-
terest of the Empire.

But it is time to return to the events of this short Parliament.—
The excitement of party spirit rendered some laws relating to local im-
provement objects of much debate in the House of Asscmbly ; the
conflicting claims of new and old market-houscs occupied much of th
attention of the Majority ; but nothing was done to compromise them.
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* Messrs. Hebert, Chagnon, Delorme, Bourdages, Iluct, Burgis, Bedard;, Loui
Rot, Durachery, Robitaille, and Trestler.
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tack through the analogics

from the increase of party spirit.

sion, at a stated period,
Majesty’s Representative.
the Judges themselves;

prescribed their functions.

These debates, however, proved to the satistuction of all unprejudiced
persons that ghe Governor had good reason to assert the existence ‘of
jealousies, & far as regarded local matters,

The Journals of this Session contain, the substance of many Peti.
tions for objects of internal improvepent and L"'l“ ¢ but,asbny pro-
nterry by the agftation of more important
questions, we shall p ass ther) Wy and attend exclusive ly to the pro-
gress of the disorder which |nmlmul the first dissolution of a Proyin-
cial Parliament of Lower Canada,
] The ’\l.||nr|l\' of the House of Asgembly) showed considerable pow-

crs of diserimination in choosing the part of the (Hq_nuh\ which they
meant first to attack ; but bheing influenced by personal luhn’,. they

did not” conduct their opcrations with the coolness which suits the

There was, indeed,

of the British Constitution, nor through

the more open and direct road of practical inconvenience, arising

So long as the lmlgu«l could bo
elected, as at the first election, with little (mmwt, the incohvenicncy
was small; and their knowledge of the French Lawg was rather e
means of facilitating legislation, .lluluhul\mg innovationupon- them ;

_ but when, so egrly as the second election, the contests became warm,
the Judges w l)’(‘, in some measure, degraded by the intrigues of
their pmnr.lm.l\\lm were not sc rupulous in using the judicial power
to work upon the hnpu and fears of the Electors. The Majority
had collected a variety of facts on this subject ; and, if' they had been
satisfied with combining them in a printed Report, it is probable that
the Exccutive and the Electors would have, in due time, admitted
an innovation upon the Constitution, and that a Bill for their ¢xclu-

would have received the sanction of His

This feeling seems to have extended to

for, in the vear 1808, Mr. Juslice Panet,

whose services in the House had been duly appreciated during sever-

al Parliaments, having ascertained that his future election yould be

contested, refused to present himself on the Hustings, giving such

an example as would evepfually have been followed by gghers of his

class. ~The Majority; ‘however, not (nnxldcrmg that, by summarily

attacking a Constitution so _favourable, in general, to the power of the

French ( anmi:{mv they were putting arms against it into the hands of

the Subjects of British origin, to whose interests and inclinations it

was so radic u//:/ hostile ; did not renew

Judges, which haq been rejected in the Legislative Council during

the last Session of) the previous ]’mlmnwnt but the precipitation

shewed rather a desire to ke a Constifuent

Assdmbly, than the mere concurrent Executors of the Act of the

British Parliament, 31, Geo. I11., Cap. 31, which alone created and

H.mng made up their minds in secret

conclave to treat both Judge and Jew in the same manner, lu'x pro-
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posed to exclude hoth by single Resolves, or, it we may be permit-
ted to use a revolutionary expression, by Decrees passed with accla-
mation.

On the 18th of April, almost immediateTy after having, in their
Address, eulogised the Constitution, they made the experiment on
its plinbility to purposes of ambition; and Mr. Bourdages, scconded
by Mr. Louts Roi, moved to resolve, that the Judges of this Province,
apreeably to the laws and customs of Parliament, cannot take a seat,
nor vole nor sit tn this House.  On the 22d of April, the House be-
ing in Committee on this violent Measure, its wargrest partizans were
discovered ; and AMr. J. A, Panet, the Speaker, gave his casting vote
against a postponement to the 9th of May; and when, as a compro-
mise, Mr. Cuthbert moved that the Resolve should, instead of being
discharged, be taken into consideration on the 30th of July next,
there was a Majority of two in favour of the amendment, and the
question being taken on the original motion thus amended, was car-
ricd by a Majority of 23 to 17.#

Not dhuml.lp(l l)ut a little cooled by |||‘* rat, it was resplv-
ed on the 25th of April, to appoint a Committee of five Members,
namely, #Messrs. lfuurz/ng:r'.v, Bedard, Borgia, Louis Rot, Meunier, to
imquire if any and what inconveniencies have arisen at elections
where the Judges of this Province have been Candidates, with pow-
er to send for persons and papers, .md to report thereon with all con-
venient speed,

The Report of this Committee, being in favour of a Bill, for disa-
bling the Judyges immediately, it was accordingly introduced, and
passing through the usual stages, was orgered to be engrossed, on
the 12th of May. Its farther progress mis pruum'd by the Proro-
gation hercafter mentioned. \

The proceedings in the tase of the Je w, were more summary ; and
Mr. Lzekiel Hart, whose case we alluded to in our last Chapter, was

again repelled by a single Resolve of the House.

The Governor General having laid before the House of Assembly
the acchunts of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown and of the
Expenditute, they were, for the first time, formally referred to a

~Committee ; the cause of this reference was well understood, by
those in the secret ; for they had made up their minds to propose the

payment of the necessary sums for (lch.\_\lng the civil expenscs of
the Government of the Province. Having, as mentioned in our pre-
vious Chapters, proscribed all Assessments and direct Taxation, and-
being animated by the prosperous state of the Revenue, in conse-

* Those who voted against this amended Motion, are to be considered as fa-
vourable to the course that every constitutional question rejected by the Legislative
Council, showld be reintroduced and settled by IResolves: we give their names
as follows :—Messrs. Hebert, Robitail} F. Roi, Meunier, Duclos, Delorme,
Papineau, Viger, M. Caron, Chagnen, Bourdages, Bedard, Borgia, Trestler, Du-
rocher, Lunglais, L. Roy.
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quence of the American Embargo, the M: 1|n||l\ naturally conccived
that now was the time to offer, as 2 prool of loyalty, the pledge of
assuming the Civil Lixpenditure, and thus h ave a plausible pretext,
lo re -w(/a!r Salaries, and limit the number of all public Qfficers, ac-
mu/mn to their ideas and national pmlmh/u s« So long as the ne-
cessary expenses greatly exceeded the Revenue arising hnm their fa-
vourite system of taxes on Commerce, and the excess was vo'ed by
the British House of Commons, they had remained silent ; but, no
sooner did the prosperous circumstances of the Provinee open a new
path of ambition, than it was sefzed with that enthusiasm, which the
prospect of securing an unlimited controul over the Exccutive, could
not fail to inspire.

The amount of the whole Revenue this year, was forty thousand
six hundred and eight pounds fifteen z«lulhngs and six pence currency,
or about thirty-seven thousand pounds sterling ; and the amount of
the Lixpenditure, including the expenses of collecting the Revenue,
and two thousand four hundred pounds, the quota of drawbacks pay-
able to Upper Canada, was forty-one thousand pounds sterling.

Among the Accounts ordered by His Excellency to be laid before
the Legislature, we find Statements of the Imports into, and Exports
from, the Port of Quebec, showing an extraordinary increase of Com-
merce.

Having already mentioned the rcvulutmn’lry temper, 80 ()pcnly
displayed, and indicated the projects of ambition preparing in the
House of Assembly, our readers may not be surprised to learn, that
Bills and other communications from the Legislative Council, were
treated with opprobrium and confempt, and that finally, the patience
of His Excellency was exhausted.

On the 15th of May, the Governor General closed the Session,
and intimated his intention of dissolving the House of Assembly,
in a Speech which exhibited that mixture of military frankness
and disdain of compromise which suited his character, and formed
an extraordinary contrast to the Speec hes of all his predecessors.

His Excellency began by stating the apparent arrangement of all
differences with the Unilcd States, by Mr. Erskine ; which, like the
arrangement of Legislative differences in'the year 1825, In/ Sir Fran-
cis Burton, was doomed to be disappraved by His Majesty’s Minis-
ters. This unexpected arrangement with the United States, not hav-
ing taken place till the middle of the Session, His Excellency ex-
pressed his displeasure that, in the critical circumstances of’ the
Country, the House of Assembly had not attended exclusively to the
means of preparing the Province for defence, and with this view, cul-
tivated a spirit of harmony among themselves and the other branchos
of the Legislature. After stating that he had failed in every expec-
tation, His Excellency procceded as follows :—

“ If any further proof of the misuse of your time were nccessary,

I have just presented it i being called upon, after a Session of five
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weehs, (o exercrse (s \’:I/ shy's Prevocative n/ Assent o /wu/v/ the same
mmher of Bills, three of v /u /1 were the merve rencwal of  Annual Act
to which yon st m/ pledoed, and which req

quired no discussion.”

* So ngee hof tntemperate heat has been manifested in all your pro-
IS, u!/i/ Nl // e \/It wn  8suce /I fa /llll H'I"(l/ o' (/ «lur. ‘/’l(’,’ll l/u//-
/ vmallers presented for your consi deration, by the ler branch

es of the Leuistature, that Mchatever might be the moderation and for-

bearance crerveised on Weir parts, a o /l«m' "'m(/ understanding s
scareely 1o be looled »/’A'I .‘:‘/'//"H// anew Adssem ',l’

s shall wot particn!@rly advert to u’// rproceedings which appear to
he wnconstitutional infringoments upon the vigh's l[/‘///l' Suhyeel, repug-
nant lo the vervy leller of that Statute
wh'ch vyou hold vonr seats

Sy
I‘rl.”
tention

of the Lnperial Pavliament, under
yand lo hove been matared by proceedings
which amonnt to the develiction of the first principles of natural Jus-
tice 3 and | shall abstain from any further enumeration of the canses
by which | have been induced to adopt the deteymination which I have
Lulen 3 because the ]w:f of your conduct to which I have alveady refer-
red 18 obviously, and in a /I"'/l. degree, delrimental to the best intevests of
the Counlry, such as miy d,llr, to the Crown Sforbids me to countenance,
and compels me to hatve recourse to a dissolulion as the only const zlulwu-
al means by which its recurrence can be prevented.”

Thus ended the fifth House of Assembly of Lower Canada; and
His Excellency resolved, by a new Election, to- appeal to the sense
of Iis '\]d_]t‘\t) s I'rench Canadian Sujects, without apparently con-
sidering that the Prerogative exerted, could have no more influence
in producing harmony, than the mechanical process of blowing the
bellows, in the music of the organ: he could renew the power to
legislate ; but he could not, in the circumstances of the Country,
under the present Constitution, select or influence the Legislators ;
and the obnoxious Assembly fell, like the fabulous Anteus, to the
ground, with the effect only of rising up with fresh strength to com-
bat the British Hercules, who, in Lower Canada, has been destined
to perform all his labours before making it a British Colony in fact,
as well as in name.
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A. D, 1810,

Nevth Myavaneral Parldament.  Consequences of a Pesoolution of the Howse of

Commons of the United Nengdomy contvasded with those of a | dseo’tdion uf
the Howuse of Assemd/y nf Lower Canadac Permanent causes of (hix con
Liesd, which show!d have Jong sinee been brought before the lmpersal Par-
Nament. — Management of the old Membersy o secure their re-election.
The Canadien Newspaper selects for oral comment precedents of opposilion
1 Groat Bestaen do the Government of the House of Stuarvt.-The sgnorvand
Electors are persnaded that His Mogesty's Minssters will disapprove of the
condwet of St James Oraig, — Ervors of the Executive, arising chicfly from
the want of attention to the personal feelings and gricvancesof a few indi
veduals, who are dedven to joih the adhevents of the Majority of thellonse of
Assemdly - The Governor General during the vecess visitythe o/d and new
Settiements. —Allusvon to hes supposed intentian to vecommend an alteration
of the Constitnution.—Reflections on a Legislative Undon off Lower and Upper
Canada. —First Sesston of the Siath Movincial Pavliament. —Mv. Panet ve”
elected Speaker of the Howuse of Assembly. —Speech of the Governor Geneval (o
doth Houses— He alludes to the disapproval by Hiv Majedy's Government
of Mr. Erskine's arvangement with the Undted States, and to the quarrel
with M. Jackson, the mew Plenipotentiary. e exhorts the. Legislature
to preparve for the contingency aof war with the United States.-—-He inti-
mates having recerved instruciions to give the Royal Assent to a proper Bill
passed by doth Howses, for the eaxclusion of Judges of His Majesty's (ourt
of King's Beneh from the House of Assembly. — Addvesses of both Houses in
answer to His Facellency's Speech. —1While that of the House of Assembly
s preparing, the Majority pass a Resolve censuring his Speeeh at the Pro-
rogadion of the fifth Provincial Pariiament. —Address of congratulation to
His Magesty. — Reflections. — Salutary Resolves, moved by Mr. Taschereau,”
rvespecting applicalions for Turnpike Roads and Bridges, sulject to Tpdls.
Proceedings of the Mayority of the House of Assembly, to oblain the con-
trowl of the (voil List.—Their ambilious movements masked by professions
of loyaity, bul discovered by the Governor General and his Councillors.
His guarded answer to their Address om this Financial Affair, con
trasted wilh the comduct of a fulure Governor, Sir John Sherbrooke.— e
r¢fuses to transmil the Address of the House of Assembly to the Lords and
Commons of Great Britain on the subject of the Civil Last, bul promises
to transmil the Address on that subject to His Majesty.— Resentment of the
House of Assembly, which renews the altempt to appoint an Agent at the
seat of the Imperial Government.—Reflections upon $he controul of the
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v ha f Judge De/Bovney frame a Nill fresagimmediate disqual

cation of Judges, and pass a Hesolve fur his exclusion, Wiis Lec '/' ”l’ ”

apploication to the Governor General Lo issue a Writ of FElection “l. '/l o
upon //u" vunty uf Qucbee Lo eleck a Member Lo veplace this vbno :u‘/:‘: “1,:‘
dovvdual, The Guvernor General vesents this conduct as interfering 'I I‘I
the Constitutron, and wilth his inslructions, and resvlves to dis [" o
Houxe uf Assemnb’y Fatvacta from hiv 8peechy previvus tothe I'I‘f'll "ffl"hf
ul the lLegisialure Dissolution of the sixth House of Assemb/y I ,II\I” I, l'“
toons, dnvalving a congecture that the Majority of the House 11; I««"l//l/r!:t/‘

devir e )
desirdd a dissolutiong from ambitvorws and sntervested mulives

By dissolving the House of Assembly, and issuing Writs in Hi

Majesty's name for u new Election, the Governor (".h : et R e
said to put the question to the Blectors ¢ Did //uu,;( '/::,"fll,"”.'&’.h-f ve
tatives .\/)m/. your sense or not 7 l/ they did, i/w) will re-ele ['/W;"”‘.
them as may be willing to serve ; if not, :/rm‘ will of (-wm/l ) 9/
:'I./u‘r.\'. When thus interrogated in Great Britain the I:l-rll e
of the Electors, during more than a century, h.'u"c “““t"‘.'“";‘r B
and a Majority of Members friendly to the Administratior P 'A o
?)y l‘llu Majesty, have been Illlillln'l'll]y returned, It has . “PIP‘”HN"!
n (.unzAulu; where a great Majority of Electors of I'r -“”-lt oriein
professing the Romish Religion, have uniformly m.-‘w(‘m.; Ver to
their British and Protestant King, and to his Vi('(')wn-n( (;\” )4“” v
we shall only ask our intelligent readery w/lrt/u'rb (/111'/4 .(’r lt' gy,
bited to s .‘lr(//'\/l(/'l 1"/11_“‘\[('7',\" at /,)”r (1///(.'7("” N‘/I"l'”l”l‘"'[ /‘f/l[‘
lwenty years, should not have enforced their Il'//l‘ll[[un I[,; ;7 ! ([,“”,I’!
state of Lower Canada, and };'rm/m‘ct/ an energetic and ‘f ]"’ et
a/:/)m{ to the Imperial Parliament, which lm(h; (1/vmu‘ v l"’:‘“""“’ﬁ
l/‘llll/‘l/l‘l'll to bring about the just and m'u‘.wn‘/'/ chanoe :(ullv)”'./l"'/y
Constitutional and other British Acts rcsp(-clil;g l,;mw:-‘r)L‘a ,”ll,m b
have been subjected to a complete investigation by that \l”‘t‘ : h"“”'”
bunal, we shall have neither force to resist a ﬁ)rmiduhl‘c il/ v"kwl -
that harmony between the branches of the Legislature vlvld‘ml(m, o
can enable !t to make laws calculated to promote the .)(-'lc:'lc l't‘lll('”w
and prosperity of a Province, which contains a /)r/pulntll'un‘ v; iy hml'
ll_y,({!{/n’l'l.'ll(‘('.\' ()'/‘ origin, language, religion, laws, mulm(rs',a ‘;‘;2’”/"“
_ l!w (]IHM)!U(I()I) of the House of Assembly had a m(n’n;-ntfl( ML'M.
in (_hscour.ngmg the Members, who well knew the hereditar oid ‘('ﬂc('t
“'l)l(rll their Constituents possessed for Monarchical l’o‘w)»,‘ 'r( r
!lm Mfljesty's Vicegerents. DBat they also kn that the \“ "md m:.
msu!utmg prejudices of their Constituents mig it be enliste ‘]“.“l}’ heir
service, and that the medium of ridicule was an (‘u:; ro'l(dm t-lllm
their fears of British resentment. The unlimited poywr'r; wtx‘.)l:nlf':i
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upon the Electors, were displayed in the pages of the Canadien
newspaper, industriously and gratuitously circulated and read through-
out the Parishes ; whose ignorant inhabitants were treated with far-
cical misrepresentations of the Governor's Speech, and speedily led
to despise his Person and Government. © At the same time, the Uis-
tory and Parliamentary proceedings of Great Britain, from the period
of the decline and fall of the Stuarts, were ransacked for instances
of resistance to the Executive power; and a reader of the Canadien,
unacquainted with the gullibility of the hearers, would feel occasion-
al surprise, to find in its pages, destined for the ears of a Romish
Community, the remonstrances of a Protestant Nation against the
measures of Popish and Priest-ridden Rulers.  But, in the bands
and mouths of the juggling Demagogues, these Documents took a
peculiar form, and excited resistance to the Government. It was in-
geniously stated that there had only been a change of places. In
Great Britain, the great majority of the population being Protestants,
had used certain means and arguments to resist and banish Popish
Rulers; and consequently the great majority of the population of
Lower Canada, being Papists, should make a selection from them, in
order to resist Protestant Rulers. While this course, however, was
hardily proposed by the Demagogues, they craftily veiled from their
dupes the important consideration, that the French Canadians, though
impolitically concentrated by the conquering power into a separate people,
were nevertheless, in law and in fact, a weak dependency of a power-
Sul Empire, whose Government was essentially Protestant.
This oral sophistry of the demagogues was farther assiduously em-
ployed, in persuading the ignorant Electors, not only that His Ma-
jesty's Ministers would disapprove of the Dissolution, but that the
Governor himself had been misled by his advisers ; and, on this topic,
they quoted and eulogised the opinions of numerous individuals who,
having been personally injured by the Oligarchy and its adherents,
took the present opportunity of revenge. And here we have the un-
grateful task of stating our humble opinion, that the military habits of
the Governor General exposed him occasionally to a want of discri-
mination between military and civil subordinatien. In the former, strict
and implicit obedience, without remonstrance, 18 absolutely necessary ;
in the latter, under free Governments, Duties and Rights, have more
defined relations, and are co-existent. Carrying the military idea of
uncompromising command into every branch of the Civil Service, in
a Government which had for ten years been administered™by such
men as Sir Robert Shore Milnes and President Dunn, could not fail
to disgust some of the high minded civilians in the service of Gov-
ernment, leading to their dismissal and consequent temptation to join
the ranks of the opposition. This, in fact, took place in an impor-
tant instance ; and we shall accordingly, for several years, have the
mortification to present to our readers, a British and uncompromising
Leader of the Majority of the House of Assembly, who appears to
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have viewed that body and its Constituents in the light of clients,
whose rights and pretentions he was bound to enforce to the utmost
limits. \\'v have only to suppose the Constitutional Acts, 14 and 81,

Geo. IIL., Cap. 3, to be placed in the hands of Counsel, for his opin-
ion on tlw powers which they impolitically confer upon the French
Canadians, in order to infer that his opinion would be favourable to
their exclusive domination in the House of Assembly of this Pro-
vince.—This opinion might be accompanied with an prlunuti()n of
the dependency of Lower Canada upom the British Government, and
the expedicney of a discreet use of the powers conferred ; but this
is a gratuitous, not a necessary exercise of the duty of Counsel, who,
tn common courtesy to his Client, gives him credit for common sense
and discretion, and ascribes to him a knowledge of his power and
means of enforcing his rights, and promoting his suit to the desired
issue. If this Counsel, however, should assume the additional res-
ponsibility of conducting the suit, we should then find him engaged
to make a display of all his powers, deliberative and active, for the
success of the cause. The real case is so recent, and the fact so no-
torious, that the advocate was abandoned by the leading clients in
the most dishonourable manner, that we need not at present pursue
our hypothetical representation, which is also a needless anticipation
of the course of our history.

The persons chosen to rcplaLc the officers dismissed by Sir James
Henry Craig, were inferior in natural genius, in acquired talents, and
in habits of l) 1siness, and recommended by nothing:-but a blind and
passive obedience to every mandate which might be issued in the
name of the King, by the ‘Governor and the Qll(h(c Junta.

Having (\'pl;nncd the errors of the Executive, and described the
intrigues of the demagogues, we may suppose our readers prepared to
learn thaw the old Members of the Majority, or others of similar
principles, were re-elected.

But, before reviewing the occurrences of this short Session and
Parliament, it may be permitted to allude to a brilliant progress
through the old and new Settlements, which His Excellency’s sense
of duty, and his improved health, induced hiin to make in the sum-
mer of 1809. In the middle of June, he left Quebec, attended by a
numerous suite ; and, travelling in a style of magnificence, suited to
his high station and large fortune, he excited the admiration of the
ponplu, who would have viewed him, as the Representative of their
Monarch, with unmixed satisfaction, if the demagogues had not art-
fully prepossessed their minds with the idea that the expenses would
be levied in direct taxes, and that this Joyeuse entrée would one day
extract from their pockets a large sum of money. Besides hospi-
table entertainment from men ()f rank and fortune, the Govern
or General received Addresses from the Magistrates and other inha-
bitants of the Towns and Villages through which he passed. The
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Boronghs of Three Rivers and Willsam  Hevry, the City of Montre.
aly the Town ol Dorehester, cr StoJohns, and=the Villnge of ey
bonne, particularly  distinguished  themselves, aa containing o consi
derable proporvtion of British population and well affected French
(';m:uh;nm. who viewed the pretensions of the House of Assembly,
caleulated, sooner or later, to involve in some signal prnishment,
tlw mnocent with the guilty, de priving them of those inestimahle be-
nefitg, which then H\l«\.ﬂlﬂ!\ imto the great Meitish Family would have
otherwise imsured to themselves and to their descendants,

During this toury His Exeellency visited  the Fastern Townshipe,
at the only season of the year when it was then practicable to do so
with convenienees  He verified the reports, which he had received at
Quebee of the distressing |\|i\min|w which the inhabitants suffered
he benevolently listened to their complaints, and so strongly impress-
o them with an idea of his being the means of their future reliel
that they prepared  Petitions for Legislative nssistance in opening
roads, and otherwise improving a Country, hitherto utterly neglect.
ed by the Government which had invited  Settlers, and by the
House of Assembly, whose duty it was to co-operate for their wel
fave.  His Excellency not Im\mg visited the United States since the
vevolutionary war, was unduly impressed with the progress of im-
provement  made in Lower Canada, during the intervening period
and it is matter of regret that he had not been enabled to view the
frontier of that Country, then rapidly settling and improving, as well
as Upper Canada, which Province, wnder British Laws and the Fn-
glish Tenure of Lands, was already advancing in every thing \unlhy
of a British Colony, extending its cultivatjon, and lmnulnng the prin-
cipal part of the l.\pnll: of Ilour and Lumber from Quebee, *

The Governor General returned to Quebee in the month of Au-
gust; when he learned that the unauthorised arrangement made by
His Majesty's Plenipotentiary, My, D, M. Erskine, with the Gov-
crnment of the United States was disapproved, and that the relations
between the British Provinces of North America, and that C ountry,
were returned to the same suspense and uncertainty which existed
in the carly part of the year, when he opened the Provincial Par-
Lament.

This state of affairs appears to have disturbed some of His Excel-
lency's plans for improving the Country and its Constitution, it being
considered that a confirmed peace with the United States, would
alone justify such undertakings, and recommend them to His Ma-
jesty’s Government.

% We shall here remark, that many persons in Great Britain, at this period, gave une
doe importance to the pru!udne‘mwor\ of Lower Canada, by supposing that a great pro-
portion of the Exports from Quebec was the fruits of the industry of that Province
the trulh os, that the surplus pmdu(‘( of Fremch Canadian industry, has never
loaded one tenth of the tonnage employed : the Cities and Garrisons in peace
and in war, are chicfy supplied with Flour and Provisions from Upper Cana-
da and the Unsted States.
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[t ia a matter of doubt, however, whether the improvements con
templated, would have answered the oxpectations of the prajectors ;
thoy were confined to the Constitution of Lower Canada, and did
not contemplate the re<union of the |'];|u'r Province, which, in our
lmmhlu ..,mm.n, hoth as a correction of a previous political error, and

s the on r/ means of groing «/uuul/l and INIIUI//PNI/ to British ascen-
f/«rm// in the Canadas i 18 0t measure of transcendant importance. Any
alteration in favour of British ascendancy in Lower' Canada, consi-
deved ns separate from the  Upper Provinee, would necessarily con-
sist in an abridgment of the politieal powers of the Electors, and of
the popular branch of the Legislature,  Hesistance to the views of
the Executive, and of His Majesty's Government for the good of the
Fmpire, might thus be weakened ; and the hurtful prejudices of the
Freneh Canadiang might be confined with their French Laws to the
Seigniorial Grants of the King of France. But, as we are convinced
that these prejudices and laws must be destroyed before the
end of this century by foreign conquest or B ritish legislation, we
cannot he llp llllll‘(lll;' ||mt I//(' nl//l/ chance I;/ rl'/ﬂ//llll}' the (ull/l/r//
and making it useful as a British  Dependency, will be found in a
legislative Union with Upper Canada. \ummulng a union 8o stronge
ly recommended by Geographical position, without a single altera«
tion of the Constitution, though past ecxperience has suggested mn-
ny, we should thus insure, under the freest forms of Governme nt, a
representation equally composed of Members of French and English

origin; and can any man suppose that such a L (gwluturc would not
agree to a compromise from feelings of mutual interest? Dut, sup-
posing a difference to exist between parties of equal strength, would
not the Governor General and his Execuative Council have a fair op-
portunity, directed, if need be, by His Majesty's Ministers, to act the
part of Mediators ?  And, what reason have we to suppose, or to in-
fer from analogous emergencies, that such a powerful mediation would
not preserve the public peace? Bat, in a Union Bill, modified ac-
cording to the spirit of the Petitions transmitted in its favour in the
year 1823, and, making due allowance for the exceptions taken by its
opponents, we cannot doubt but an alterative and mild remedy could
be found to the yearly accumulating evils, which the present dissen-
sions between the inhabitants of French and those of English origin
in this Province, and between both Provinces produce. British le-
gislation in the interval, since 1823, has cut the gordian knot of one
difficulty in the Lower Province, by the Bill to facilitate a change of
the Feudal Tenure, regulating by English Law the descBht of all
Lands in the Townships, granted under the Tenure of Free and Com-
mon Soccage, and authorising the conversion of the Feudal Seignio-
ries into a similar Tenure. To persons like ourselves, not in the se-
cret, it may be permitted to conjecture, that these important changes
are only prelimnaries to the union of the Provinces.

o
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Iaving thus endeavoured to congole our readers for the failure of
ane of the alledged designs of a traly independent and enterprising
Governor, we proeeed to the first and nnl)‘ Session of the gixth ’ro-
vinciad Parhiament of Lower Canada,

[t was opened on the 20th of Januaty, 1810, with the usual pre-
Liminpries of administering the oaths, and ordering  the choiee of a
Speaker-of the House of Assembly. Wearied with uscless 1)|\|m~i-
tion, the “Minority  didd not propose a vival Candidate to My, )
Pavel, who was  unanmmous l\ re-clected as Spe aker of the llulnw nl
Aszcmbly, aind approved by the Governor General,

On the return from the Legislative Council, the  salvo of privilege
was excretsed, ina manner characteristic ot the feelings of the House,
by ordering that Mr. Taschercan have leave to bring in e I3 // Jor
disabling ’/u!"( s from being elected, or from silling lml voling in the
’{Hl¢|/ f\\()(/'

After which, the Speaker reported the Governor General's Speech
to both Houses, in which His Excellency still persevered in attract-
ing their attention to the warlike exploits and foreign relations of
Great Britain, deacribing her as standing almost alone against the
rest of the world, which 1h( ' seemed to be the destined prey of Na-
poleon H.n.n,m((‘. His Excellency next alluded to the disapproval
ln His Majesty's Ministers, of the arrangement made by Mr. Erskine,
with the Government of the United States, and the still less expect-
ed event of a quarrel on the part of that Government with his succes-
sor, Mr. Jackson, indicating a more bold and hostile spirit in P’resident
Madison's Administration, than existed in that of his predecessor,
With such prospects of prob: able warfare, His Excellency stated his
r(‘ll‘lnm‘ upon the loyal co-operation of the Militia with I1Tlis Majes-
ty's n‘::ul.n forces, to resist any attack which might be made upon the
Provinee, and that the L. wul.mnv would not hesitate to renew those
temporary Acts by \\huh the Lxecutive was enabled to guard the
Province against Aliens and disaffected persons.  Addressing the
House of Assembly, His Excellency said that he would lay before it
the Annual Statement of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown
and of the Expenditure. Addressing both Ilouses, he alluded to
an Act of the Imperial Parliament, which had affected the anci-
ent boundaries of the Province, by annexing to the Government
of Newfoundland, a part of the Coast of Labrador.* 1lis Excellen-

* This annexation was afterwards repealed at the instance of the Legislature of
Lower Canada ; and we think that this was judicious; but if, at the same time,
the lmperial Parliament, in its Sovereign Wisdom, had annexed the Canadian Dis-
trict of Gaspé to the contiguous Province of New Brunswick, it would have done
good service to the Empire. Labrador, divided from Newfoundland by the dan-
gerous strait of Belleisle, could receive but little attention from that Government ;
while Gaspé, a slightly connected excrescence from Canada, might be removed
without inconvenience, and, engrafted on New Brunswick, would produce the usual
advantages which attend every arrangement which follows nature in the settlement

of boundaries. .
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cy next degerthed the inerensing pr,u'?i:'v of ﬁm,(in;" American Dank
Notes within the Provinee, and recommended a law for its prnishment,
ne being equally necessary to preserve the morals of 11is Majes.
ty's Subjects, and to evinee a desire in this Government to prevent
injury to the neighbourins States, His Exeelleney ended Hig Speech
by announcing his having consolted  His Majesty’s Ministers on the
,«|||»1a ot of disqualifying the Judpres, and he state «d that he was author-
ised to give the l(U) o Nswent (o any proper Bill ror rendering 11is
Majeidy's Judoes of the Court of King's  Benchy in future, inclivible
to seals an the House gf Assembly, i which the two IHouses should
coneerr.

At the same time that a Committee was appointed to prepare an
Addiess in answer to His Excellency’s Speeeh, another was appoint-
od to prepare an Address to s \’.l]( sty, with the view of Jrnmn;h in
the ¢ un;l.ltul‘nmnq of all pacts of the 1Y mpm' upon the rare histori-
cal instance of His Majesty's eventful reign having extended to half
w century.  Both Addresses were voted in terms which would have
iduced a person, unacquainted with the pujudlu-. of the Majority,
to suppose that they were ready to sacrifice their lives and fortunes
in the service of the E mpnv at large ; but it soon appeared that am-
bition and the gratification of resentment against an individual, would
characterise theie measures,

The Speaker and his adherents had not so far lost sight of all ideas
of decorum as to join in any public declaration against the Governor's
reprimand of the conduct of the fifih House of Assembly, during the
I'rorogation ; but, on the 2ist ot February, after an attempt on the
part ot the now enfeebled Minority, to concentrate the energies of
the House into an undivided attention to the paramount objectof
evincing harmony between the Executive and Legislative powers, for
the defence of the Province, the following resolve was passed by
Majority of 24 to 11.

* Resolvedsthat every altempt of the Erecutive Government, and of
“ the other branches u[ the Legislalure against this House, whelther in
dictalingr or censuring ils ]umm(/m'r& orin approv t T I/u’ conduct u/
some of 1ls Members, and disupproving the conduct u/ the others, is
a violation of the Statute by which this House is constituted ; a breach

““ of the privileges of this louse, against which i cannot f.rbear oh-
“ j('('ling“ and a dangerous allack upon the righls and liberties 45/‘ His
-

Vlajesty's Suhjects in this Province.”
The same day the attention of the IHouse was drawn from matters
of privilege, by Mr. Taschereau, the Grand Voyer or Superintendant

* We give the names of the Majority and the Minority, on the question, as fol-
lows :—Yeas, Messrs. Debartzch, L.J. Papineau, Lee; Beauchamp, Hebert, Huot,
Caron, Laoglois, ¥. Roi, Fortin, St. Julien, Viger, L. Roi, B. Panet, Durocher,
Blackwood, Bedard, Drapeau, Borgia, Meunier, Robitaille, and Bernier. Nays,
Messrs. R. Cuthbert, Duchesnay, M‘Cord, Dell, Mure, Dénéchau, Jones, Gray,
Joaes of Bedlord, Bowen, and Gugy.
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of Roads and Bridges ; and two Resolves were passed (or the pur

pose of enforcing due publicity, as to all future projocts for obtaining
encotragement from the Legislature to individuals, for the making of
Turnpike Roads and the ercetion of Toll Bridges,  Notices of eve.
ry private Billy proposed to be introduced inall future Scesions on
such subjects, were ordered to be inserted in the Quebee Gazotte and
in one of the Newspapers of the District in which every such road or
hridge wight be intended to bNmade.  These useful Resolves were
some years afterwards modifiett td meet the encreasing stratagems ol
projectors, who are now obliged to deseribe, in public advertisements
the nature and extent of the improvements and legislative encourage

ment for which they petition,

On the oth February, My, Blackwood seconded by Mr. Caronyoh-
tained leave to bring in a Bill to continue the temporary -Act for the
better preservation of His Majesty's Government, which \was finally
passed with an amendment, showing the extreme jealousydf the Ma-
jority, and that they supposed that their ambitious projects might
be disturbed by the powers which this Act conlerred upon  the
Executive,

When the subject of voting the fiecessary sums for defraying all the
expenses of the Civil Government\of the Province was agitated 7sh
February, the anxiety of the Majority to avoid a develepement of their
ulterior views was evineed by refusing to appoint a Select Committee
to enquire into the present state of the Revenue and Expenditure, and
the nature of the Acts now in force, on those subjects,  The House
immediately went into Committee, and on the 10th February, after
declaring the ability of the Provinee, the House by a great Majority,
including Messes, Bedard, Papineau, Blanchet, Viger and Debartzch,
resohved as follows: That this House will vote in this Session the ne-

cossary sums _for defraying the Civid Expences of the Government of

this Province,

The commercial Minority, who had no idea that thisgpledge would
be construed otherwise than as a simple undertaking to cover the de-
ficiency of the permanent Revenue, without interfering with the
appropriation of the lattér, were astonished at the eagernessand
precipitation of the Majority, and merely deprecated fresh taxes on
Commerce ; but the Governor and his Executive Council appear to
have penetrated the views of the Assembly, and to have forescen that
the conditions attacled to the proposed vote, might, it submitted to,
bring the appropriation of the whole Revenue of the Province under
the controul of the French Canadians, who might thus make ecvery
officer, including the Governor and the Judges, their humble servants,
instead of being the servants of a generous Monarch.

Startled at this prospect, which came home to their business and
bosoms, it was agreed to give such an answer to the Address of the
House, accompanying Addresses to the three branches of the Impe-
rial Parliament as should, as far as possible, prevent future cavils. 1{
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Sir-Jolin Sherbrooke had been as attentive to prudent Councillors in
this respect, when llu House was called upon to redeem the pledge
ot its predecessor, as Sir- James Henry Craig was, when it was first

oftfered, much trouble would have been prevente ol ; dllll the new /M/un
Horse would forever have been denied admittance ,.—

~The answer of
Hisn Excolleney therefore was extreme ly guarded ;

: .'mrl Iu-purrivul‘lrly
insisted upon the Cony situtiondb right of the Legislative Council to a

previous investigation and  concurrence in the expedienc y of the Re-
solves and Addre L‘« woof the Touse of Ass mhl\ upon a subject, in
which, not nl//:/r/ as a co-ordinate branch of the Legislature, //11/ as
compose o of tnilin u)\m/\ having a //H": stake in the ¢ ounlry, it was in-
Levesteds Refusing A transmit the Addresses of the House to the
Lovds and Commonsg, both of whic |1 he deemed ||n|n‘¢‘('1tl( nted, he
|;|mn|~u| to trangmit the Address to His M ajesty, in order that, by
their own act, Tlis Mujesty might be formally apprised of the ability
and of the voluntary pledge, which the people of this Province had
thus given, to pay the entire Civil Expenditure of the Province, when
required o to do,

It is evident that this answer not only guarded the rights of His Ma-
jesty and of the Imperial Parliament, but also those of the Legislative
Council, and more particularly excluded all hope of admitting the
controul of the Assembly over the present and future territorial Re-
venue of the Crown; and we can therefore easily account for the
symptoms of mortified ambition ¢xhibited by the \I'ljuritv, on receiv-
ing this reply, which they immedigtely subjected to the investigation
of a Committey, composed of Messrs. Hu/'u/u'v(\ /u(/uu/ Taschere au,
Borgia, Blanchet and 1. .J. Papineau.

In every prlocecding of the Tlouse of \«(‘ml)l\', the I'rench Cana-
dian Muajority showed a desire to de stroy the ll"lllw of the Legisla-
tive Council as a Lo-ordinate and important branch of the Provincial
Legislature, lln' Constitutional rights of this body interfered with
cvery step in the ambitious carcer of the former, and destroyed all
ani ||n~\ with the proceedings of the old Colonies as to the appoint-
ment of Agents, and, strictly speaking, even of Commissioners, on
Financial intercourse with Great Dritain or the sister Provinces of
British America.  Whenevegy therefore, the qugstion of appointinga
( olonial Agent, as discussed’ this Session, has come before the House

f Asscmbly, the Majority has always resisted any interference on the
purt of the Legislative Council, without, however, receiving any support
from persons acquaintéyl with the Constitution of Upper and Lower
Canada, and willing, as becomes loyal subjects, to submit to it as an
Act of the lmlnn.ll Parliament.

The Majority of the House of Assembly this Session attempted to
appoint and support a Colonial Agent at the seat of' Iis Majesty's
Government, in the sime manner as was practised by the old Colo-
nies ; and a Bill for this purpose was introduced, but, like other am-
bitious projects, was prevented from progress by the approaching
Prorogation and Dissolution.

S




e i

180 POLITICAL ANNALS

[cuar.

The Bill for immediately disabling the Judges baving been speedily
passed, was returned by the Legislative Council, with an amendment,
which, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Royal As-
sent proposed to be given by His Majesty’s R(pusuntati\( postpon-
ed, to the end of the present Parliament, the lIlC(l])ﬂ(III/ of Judges of
His Majesty's Ccurt of King's Bench to sit and wvole in the Hmm of
Assembly.  The Majority, anxious to obtain the passage of the Act,
but still more eager to be relieved from the presence of Judge De-
bonne, now returned to a vote of expulsion, and by a Majority of 19
to 10, they declared his seat vacant : they also rejected that part of the
amendment of the Council, which would have admitted of this individual
being re-elected or replaced by another Judge, and thus brought
themselves into direct collision, not only with the Legislative Council
and with the Governor's instructions, but also with the Constitutional
rights of the elective body, to whom an immediate appeal by Writ of
Llection to fill the seat thus declared vacant, would have taken place.
These proceedings, leading to a resort, through the Speaker of the

House, to His Excellency to issue a Writ in His Majesty’s name for

the Election of a Member for the County of Quebec, in the place and

stead of the expelled Judge, placed the Governor General in an un-
precedented dilemma, from which he deemed it necessary to extricate
himself, by a new Dissolution of the Provincial Parliaipent.

Accordingly, on the 26th February, His Excellency, having com-
manded the attendance of the House in the Legislative Council
Chamber, and having there given the Royal Assent to the Bills for re-
newing two temporary Acts, intimated his intentions in a Speeck. to
both Houses, from which we give the following extracts :

W hatever might be my personal wishes, or how ver strong might b
my desire, that the public business should suffer no inlerruption, I fear
that, on this occasion, nothing is left to my discretion : it has been ren-

dered impossible for me to act oherwise than in the way in which I am
roposing.”

* The House of Assembly has taken upon itself, without the participa-
tion of the other branches u/ the Legislature, to pass a vole that a Judge
of His Majesty’s Court of King s Bench canmol sit mor vote in I/ml
House. However I might set aside the personal feelings which would
not be unnatural in me, as to the mode in which this hmmu{mn hus been
conducled towards myself, there is another and infinitely higher consider-
ation arises out of i, which I must not overlook,

“JIt1s umpossible for me to consider w *hat has been done in any other
l:ghl than as a direct violation of an Act of the Imperial Parliament—
of that Parliament which conferred on you the Constitution, to which you
profess to owe your present prosperity ; mor can I do otherwise than
consider the House of Assembly us having unconstitutionally disfran-
chised a lurge portion of “His Majesty’s Subjects, and rendered ineli-

gible, by an authority which they do nol pussess, another not tmconsider-

able class of the community.” &
“ Such an assumption 1 should, at any rate, fecl myself bound, by
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Jealousies exist, between the Freneh Canadians and the Subjects of Brilish

descent. ~The case of Pierre Pedard, a Member of the sixth Parliament, re

clected for the seventhy while he was imprisoned wnder the accusabion g/'

seditious practices. —Temporising conduct of the Majority, with conjec-
tures on s unascertained causes.— Industry of the llouse of Assemd’y.
Review of various proceedings. —Petition of the Debtors confined in the
Gaul of Montreal. —Fxpedicrcy of a Bankrupt Law.—DBill from the Le-
gislative Councilymakinz it felony tocounterfeit foreign ciins and forcign
promissory notes.—The crime reduced to a misdemeanor by the Ascembly ;
and an Act pasied accordingly. —Reflections on the exccution of this Act.
Bill for the continuation of the Gasl Buties Act. promoted by the urgency of
the inhabitantsof Three Rivers to have a new Gaoly at the general ea pense.

Bill forapplying the bequest of John Conrad Marsleller to the Establisha
ment of a House of Industry for the poory at Muntreal. —Fate of this esla«
blishment.—Abortive atlempt by the Majy ;:'11‘1/, to restore the proscribed mode
of covering the roofs of houses with shingles in Montreal. —Account of th .
Provincial Revenue, and the effects of its prosperous state, on the disposi-
tion of the House of Assembly to lavish the produce of taxes on Merchan«
dise for Local purposes. —Bill to give an exclusive right to Jokn Mulson
Steambrat Navization on the St. Lawrence, passed in the House of Assemd’y,
but rejected in the Leziilative Council. —Reflections upon this and fulure
failures, tyoblain encouragement from the Government of Lower (anada )
great undertakings.—Number of Acts passed during this busy Sessian.
Account of Sir James Henry Craig’s farewell Speech, and extracls from
the same.

Arrer the Dissolution of the sixth House of Assembly, under cir-
cumstances, which, to disinterested spectators, seemed to justify this
exercise of the Prerogative, it was expected that a reaction would take
place: and that the great body of the Constituents would, from pru-
dential motives, i/ not_from higher principles, have disapproved of the
revolutionary conduct of their Representatives.  This expectation,
however, was contradicted by the event, which is to be explained by
the peculiar habits of thought and character, which distinguish the
French Canadians. These habits and character, originally formed by
the despotic government, civil, military, and ecclesiastical, of Louis
the XIVth of France, induced the French Canadian population chiefly
to regard the immediate agents of authority, who came in daily or fre-
quent contact with them, by oral command or communication. Thus,
long after the Conquest, the lowest agent of authority had only to pre-
sent himself, in the namg o/ the King, to be instantly obeyed. It was
not a King, a Governor, a General, a Judge, or a Bishop, with whom
they had personal communication : these awful authorities they sur-
veyed at a distance, with due reverence ; but their immediate obedi-
ence was considered as due toa Seigneur, a Justice of Peace, an Offi-
cer of Militia, a Bailiff, and a Curé, or Priest. When the British
Parliament, thercfore, established azHouse of Assembly, the Mem-
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thatgewly constituted authority, though chosen by them-

bers of
share of’ the habitual submission,

selves, were admitted to a great
which their” Constituents were accustomed to pay to every agent of
authority, who came intoimmediate contact with them. By the new

Constitution, the Habitants, in fact, supposed that they were com-
manded by the Governor, at every election, to choose rulers over
themselves ; and, having once chosen them, they readily admitted
them to great authority and influence over their opinions and con-
duct.  Believing this to be the disposition of the ignorant peasantry
of Lower Canada, we can have no difficulty in supposing that what,in a
free and intelligent community, is prope rly called Pusric OriNion, is
tn this Province merely the (ﬁu!u/ he opintons ofthe immediate agentscf
auth :r/!z/, including the Members of the Assembly, operating upon the na-
tural desires, of a people attached to the laws, language, habits, manners
(‘H{/ln(}u({l((\()///l(ll French ancestors. The immediate agents of autho-
rity, theretore, who interfere the least with those cliaracteristics, will
We flatter ourselves that these expla-
nations have enabled our readers to recognise the influence which
prulmnumtvd at the new election, in Apnl 1810. The Sovereign
was a Protestant King of a Protestant nation; the Governor was a
Protestant, as was the Majority of his Executive Council ; the Ma-
jority of the chnlamc Council was also Protestant, and lmrlly(om-
posed of persons in office, who received salaries. On the other hand,
the Members of the dissolved Assembly were persons who professed
the Romish Religion, who held no lucrative office under the Govern-
ment, and who had been chosen as friendly to their civil and religious
rights, and opposed to every measure which could disturb the rou-
tine of their hereditary labours and enjoyments. Indolent, particu-
larly in mind, they could not analyse the conduct of their Represen-
tatives, -and dlscnmnmte the parts which belonged to inordinate and
selfish ambition, from those which might be ascribed to zcal for their

be the most favored by them.

service.*
The old Members were so confident of the effects of those cha-

racteristics of their Constituents, that they derided every doubt of re-
election.t Perceiving, however, the exertions of the Executive and
of the Subjects of British origin against them, they resumed the arms

* With respect to acknowledgment and feelings of service, there is little differ-
ence between the conductof a Sovereign and that of aConstitutional body of the peo-
ple : When the tyrannical conduct of the Earl of Lauderdale in Scotland was prov-
ed before Charles the Second and his Council, that Monarch, while he reprobated
it, could not help expressing his feeling that the Noble Earl had been actuated with
views to promote the interest of his Prince.

+ One of the old members, being accosted by an acquaintance in Montpeal, who, in
atone of regret, remarked that the Assembly had been dissolved or broken, replied—
that it is true, but the fragments are good. We see that this anecdote will look bet-
terin French, as follows—* Un ami, renconirant sur le marché Monsr.. D Ty
“lui dit, en haussant les épaules—ah, Mansieur, notre Parlement est encore casse
““ oui, repondit fierement Mr., Dwmmmmmeer, le Parlement est cassé, mais les morceaux

“en sont bons.'
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of ridicule and misrepresentation, which had done them such good
service at the previous election.  For this purpose, the newspaper Le
Canadien, was adopted to furnish the text for general comment, and
was circulated at such expense, as gave occasion to suppose that fo-
reign contributions for its support might have been furnished, Believ-
ing, as we do, that The Canadien was merely supported by the
French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly and their ad-
herents, with the view of promoting the exclusive domination of the
popular branch of the Legislature, we cannot however, as historians,
help mentioning, that the anti-British sentiments which that paper
contained, gave currency to anidle report, thatit was partly support-

ed by the French Plenipotentiary at Washington, the Metropolis of
the United States. The Canadien thus connected, in the minds of

the eredulous, with the intrigues and ambition of Napoleon Buonaparte,
became an object of additional alarm and detestation to many per-
sons well affected_to Government. Urged by them, and farther sti-
mulated by the seditious writings which it contained, the Governor
General, whose native courage and military habits might have made
him despise paper bullets, was induced to take summary measures
against the French Canadian Press. On the 17th March, under the
authority of the Exécutive, the" printing office of the Canadien was
forcibly entered, and all the papers, with the press and printing ap-
paratus found therein, were seized and conveyed to the Court House
of Quebec. As might be expected, the Printer also, after examina-
tion before the Council, was committed to prison; but, on what
grounds the ulterior measures of the Executive were taken, is a ques-
tion of mystery which future writers will have to investigate. Though
the mass of the population, unable to read or write, unprovided with
arms and the habit of using them, could not be supposedto sympathise
with the fate of the national press, or beable torevenge its destruction,
the Executive followed up this measure of force with others, indicating
a fear of insurrection. The different guards were reinforced ; and mili-
tary patroles paraded through the city and suburbs of Quebec.  The
mail, containing letters for Montreal, was detained; and various other
precautions in the pmwr()i'(}()vcrnnwnt were taken, as if to prevent the
objects of prosecution from escape. Meantime, the well dh})()sulp.ut
of the community trembled at this crisis, believing that an extensive
conspiracy for their destruction, had been made known tothe Govern-
ment ; but it turned out a false zlarm ; and, after due enquiry through-
out the country, and a strict examination of the papers found in the
office of the Canadian press, six individuals only were taken into cus-
tody ; and none were driven into concealment or exile by conscious-
ness of guilt. The truth is, that the tendency of the Constitutional
Act was a permanent cause of disturbing the peace on the eve of an
election, by open and universal suffrage ; and, reduced as we are to
mere conjecture, we might suppose that the Governor General, at this
moment, intended to suspend theConstitution,on the jointresponsibility

of himself and the Executive Council, if we had not the recent proof of
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his different sentiments in his Speech to both ITouses, 2Gth February s

in which he said, speaking of the Constitution—* I cannot, dare not,

render mysel/ a_partaker in the violation of an Act of 1//:'_ lnz/»(:r/ul
Farliament.”  Whatever might have been the intentions of the Lixe-

cutive, it is certain that even the Subjects of British origin had not _\('t.
sufliciently tasted the bitter fruits of the Constitution to approve of

its .\u.~]wn>inn. To many of them it was still pleasant to the e eye and
sweet tn the month ; while its bitterness in the belly had been felt only

by a few old residents, and persons capable of III\(\U"(ltlll" the first
pri neiples of Government, and their apphmtmn to tln character and

circumstances of the governt d. The existence of these feclings in fa-
vour of the Constitution, with all its admitted faults, was more par-
ticularly ascertained in the City and District of \lnntn.ll containing
many new Settlers, who also had not suflicient confidence in the Qlu-
bee Junta, alluded to in our previous Chapters, to strengthen its au-
thority. Strange as it may now appear to our reflecting readers, it is
a fact that many well intentioned individuals of British origin persisted

in expecting benefits from a Constitution connected \\nh I'rench and
Feudal Laws, and partly administgsed by a House of Asse 'mbly, elected
by the universal suffrage of the ¥ rench Canadians ; whose political
n/m,mu\ had been cntm]y {formed by the intrigues and bp(ulus of
the candidates for their votes lhu even entertained sanguine ‘ex-
yecetations of the result of tl 1e new elections : they secemed to think

that the forms of the British Constitution, transplanted into Canada,
would operate as the substance does in the United Kingdom ; .:1.n(l
that the clectors, who neither by education or property, are qualified
to judge or control the measures nf the elected, would nevertheless
come forward and disapprove of their proceedings, It is painful,
though necessary, to allude to those delusions; but we must refor
our i‘llt\'”i:j('lll readers to the Addresses of the various Candidates of
British origin, to convince them of the vanity of their expectations
from the sense and prudence of the elective body. * The general
clection of 1810, brought forward Candidates of every class ‘md pro-
fession, except Judges: The doctors and surgeons, who perceived the
body politic « hw'hul, offered 111(11‘.«1}“.(.\; thc lawyers, alw ays €x-
pecting to pmht by difference of opinion the merchants, fearing
new taxcs on imported goods ; the auctioneers, anxious to abolish the
auction duty ; the seigneurs, wishing to conciliate their fcu(l;{I rights
with the pretensions of their vassals ;—all came .t'ur\\'ar«l on this occa-
sion. But, scizing the vantage ground of |>r¢ vious confidence, the
great majority of the old mnnbus carried the day ; and the Governor
(unu al was destined to meet, in the L k“l\l(lll\t Council Chamber,
and cven to admit to his social board the same men, whom he /uu/
jus stly st omatised as unworthy of the countenance or choice” o7 lo 1,.,

subjects u/ His Majesty. Meantime the influence of external com

merce on the progress of the country demanded acts of legislation,

which two successive dissolutions had impeded. The Mujnnl) of
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the Iouse of Assembly, aware that temporary Acts would best se-
cure their power, had rendered the regulation of Trade and Police,
and even a part of the pecuniary support of the local administration
of Justice temporary; and they could, at any time, alarm the Mer-
chants and Citizens of the Towns with the view of expiring Civil
Laws, and the fear of their being replaced by Martial Law, or re-
vived Ordinances of the old Government. A number, however, of
the eminent Merchants of. Quebec and Montreal, aware of the im-
mense power of the Imperial Government, could not conceive the
possibility of its long permitting a faction, under colour of an Act or
the British Parliament, to disturb the Colony, and paralyse every ef-
fort towards improvement. These practical men, who had not only
long resided in Lower Canada, but were also acquainted with the
circumstances and situation of {Great Britain and the United States,
could not be deluded by the ‘pfetensions of what is familiarly called
a paper Constitution. |'They were convinced that the new Constitu-
tional Act, 81, Geo. ILI. Cap. 31, by the introduction of the forms of
a free Government prematurely into Lower Canada, had, in fact,
placed a Colony of immense extent, (')t/)a/;/e of augmenting  the com-
werce, and settling the surplus population of Great Britain, into the
power of an Anti-British and Anti-commercial faction, elected by the
almost universal suffrage of a gullible population of French origin,
whose restricled notions extended to none of the improvements necessary
to render the Country useful to Great Britain, or to the Sister Pro-
winces of British North America. When the result of the General
Election of the year 1810, had discouraged the British admirers of

the Constitution, it was generally believed that they would have sup-x

ported a Petition to the Imperial Government, to the following ef-
fect :—that His Majesty’s Ministers would be pleased to take the
state of Lower Canada, under the present Constitution, into their
consideration, and investigate the numerous grievances of the Sub-
jects of British origin, and, supposing them duly impressed with the
sinister proceedings of the Majority of the House of Assembly,
praying them to recommend to the Imperial Parliament, the suspen-
sion of the new Constitution, and the revival of the entire Act of the
14th, Geo. 1L, Cap. 8% with some modifications of the old Legis-
lative Council, suited to the commercial and financial exigencies of
the Province. This Measure, however, was only recommended on
the principle of state necessity, and in order to restore the temporary
tranquillity of the Province, and to give the necessary leisure for ma-
turing a new Constitutional Act, conferring a free Government, care«
fully adapted to a Commercial Colony, and conciliating the rights of
the Subjects of British origin, with those of French origin, instead
of establishing the French Canadians, with all their prejudices, as the
masters of the Country. This proposal appears to have been that
choice of evils, which men of property generally make, in preference

to hazarding the experiment of a general and extensive measure,
'l\
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calculated to exposc the origin, and effectually redress the grievan-
ces of a Country; and, lwm«r what is called a half measure, it could
not excite the energy and spirit which the prospect of an effectual
remedy is calculated to produce. The complaints against the old
Constitution of 1774, were still present to the minds of many influ-
ential individuals both in Great Britain and in Canada ; and the ides
of retrograding in the forms of free Government, was extremely re-
volting to the minds of many Subjects of British origin. The pro-
posal, therefore, though probably made to His Majesty's Ministcrs,
was not acted upon ; and no effort was made for the relief of the
Subjects of British origin, till the introduction of the Bill for the Le-
gislative Union of Lower and Upper Canada, in the year 1822, which,
with all its acknowledged faults, would nevertheless have had the de-
sired effect of teaching the plainest understanding the true line of
political duty. At present, it is impossible for any man, wishing to
exercise political rights, and at the same time to pursue in tranquilli-
ty his private interests, to act with independence and consistency.
If we instance a Briton, desirous of legislative encouragement for
any improvement, he must first conciliate the French Canadian Ma-
jority of the House of Assembly,” and thus indispose the other
branches of the Government. 1f he, on the other hand, begin with
engaging the patronage of the Governor and Legislative Counul, his
project, approved by them, will be sure to fail in the House of As-
sembly. In this manner, we shall see the most indefatigable projec-
tors, esteeming lngh]} the encouragement of the Legislature of Low-
er Canada, driven from pillar to post, and obliged, at last, to rely o
their own resources. At this day, therefore, no individual has t()
thank the Legislature of Lower Canada, for direct encouragement to
great undertakings ; and every improvement in the inland Naviga-
tion of the Province and of its Harbours, has been rather impeded,
than advanced by the tenacious pretensions of the different branches
of the Legislature, except in the instance of the Lachine Canal.

But we return from this digression, to review the proceedings of

the first Session of the seventh Provincial Parliament of Lower Ca-
nada. The Executive had very few adherents in the House of As-
sembly; but we mention their names below, in a note, for the pur-
pose of showing that, vnder the present Constitution, every Govern-
or pursuing British interests, will find his legislative adberents in the
popular branch, decrease in numbers, respectability and talent.*

* The Members who generally supported Government, were first : —(Officers or
Placemen,)—Mr. Bowen, Attorney General, Mr. Sewell, Solicitor General, Mr. Cof-
fin, Mr. Caldwell, son of the Receiver General. Second :—( Merchauts, )—Jokn
Mure, James Irvine, G. M. St. Dizier, A. N. McLead, Matthew Bell.—The Gov-
ernment of Great Britain has generally a Majority in the House of Commons in
the prupunit)n of two to one, and in the Colonies of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick
and Upper Canada, three to two;—in Lower Canada, it has, on the average, since
the new Constitution, been in the Minority, whenever British law or ascendancy
was in question. This was never the case, even in Ireland, when she had a House
of Commons,
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After the usual preliminaries of administering the oaths and a
proving a Speaker, which, in the year 1827, have been called by the
Assembly mere matters of courtesy and jform, the customary salvo of
privilege took place, by introducing and reading, for the first time,
the continuation of the Act for the regulation of Trade between this
Province and the United States, by land and inland Navigation.
After which, Mr. J. A. Panet, who might be called the Speaker for
life, reported the Speech of the Governor General, on the 12th of
December, 1810, confined chiefly to local topics, and to the relations
existing between Ilis Majesty’s Government and the United States,
which vitally interested the Province. His Excellency, feeling that
there existed no sympathy between the Majority of the IIou;c of
Assembly and himself, on his favorite topic of the warlike C‘(plons
and glory of Great Britain, then contending almost alone against
Napoleon Buonaparte and his Allies, for her independent existence,
passed over European affairs, with a slight remark on a want of offi-
cial accounts to ground any information to be given to them. With
respect to the negotiations between Great DBritain and the United
States, His Excellency represented them to be in a very unsatisfacto-
ry state; and that new claims, connected with pretensions of neutral
rights, had been brought forward, calculated to embarrass and delay
an amicable adjustment. As to local affairs, His Excellency earn-
estly recommended the continuation of the temporary Acts for the
preservation of His Majesty’s Government, and for the regulation of
Aliens, together with the Act for the regulation of Trade between
this Province and the United States. Confining his particular re-

commendations to those Measures to which their Predecessors had
pledged themselves, His Excellency, taught by experience that the
projects of the Executive would be \ucucd with jealousy, had now
reverted to the reserved demeanor, which suited the defensive posi-
tion, into which the result of the recent Election had forced his Ad-
ministration. Addressing the House of Aawmbly His Excellency
said that he would direct to be laid before it, Statements of the Pro-
vincial Revenue of the Crown, and of the Expenditure for the last
twelve months.  He ended his Speech by promising to both Houses
to concur with them, most readily and cheerfully, in every Measure
which they might propose, in mutual harmony, as conducive to the
prosperity and happiness of the Colony. ¢ The rule of my conduct,”
said His Excellency, * isto discharge my duty to His Majesty, by a
constant attention to the interests of his Government, and to the
welfare of his Subjects which he has committed to my charge ; and
these objects I feel to be best promoted by a strict adherence to the laws
and to the principles of the Constitution, and by maintaining in their

Just balance, the rights and privileges of every branch of the Legis-

lature.’
This guarded, firm and temperate Speech, in which every personal
fecling was subdued, disappointed the expectations of the Majority
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of the House of Assembly, who found it difficult to quarrel at the
commencement. The Committee appointed to prepare an Address,
were at issue on some points, as appeared when the Report was sub-
mitted for the concurrence of the House, after ®n unusual delay of
seven days. Mr. Mure and the Solicitor General, having strenuously
opposed, in the select Committee, a paragraph of the Aduuss which
stated the manner of the execution of the law for the preservation
of His Majesty’s Government, as not having been calculated to ren-
der its unaltered renewal, a Measure that would insure confidence
between His Mujesty’s Government and his Canadian Subjects, an
attempt to expunge it in the Committee of the whole House, was
made by the feeble Minority which now supported the Executive ;
but, with other offensive insinuations, it was passed by the Majority.
It is, however, worthy of remark, that the same men who had, in
previous Parliaments, roprobntul an allusion by His l‘\(dloncy to
the difficulty of preserving the necessary lmrmon), in a Province
whose populatmn was composed of jparts  differing in opinions, cus-
toms and prejudices, now adopted his very words on the subject, and
admitted the existence of this disparity between Lower Canada and the
other Colonies of His Majesty. Of the six individuals taken into
custody for alledged treasonable practices, three were Members of
the preceding House of Assembly; and one of them, Mr. Pierre
DBedard, who had, under every condition, except an aquittal by a Ju-
ry, refused to leave prison, was re-elected. The Governor, who de-
clined bringing him to trial, took the sense of the House as to his
eligibility, and the \Iajorlty passed resolves disapproving of his im-
prisonment, and declaring him duly qualified to take his seat and
vote therein. These resolves were ordered to be communicated to
His Excellency, with an Address expressing the desire of the House
for the liberation of Mr. Pierre Bedard ; and Messengers were ap-
pointed for that purpose, who declined acting, on account of a defect
in the formality of their appointment, and the want of directions for
their conduct on such a delicate mission.* ,

It is difficult to account for the comparative quiet which prevailed
during this Session; and, though it has been ascribed to various
causes, some more efficient will doubtless be discovered in the writ-
ings of the adherents of the different branches of the Icr'lalature.
It lms on this subject been asserted, that the xmpmonmpnt of the
most violent of the Members of the late House of Assembly, and
the destruction of the press, which spread seditious writings, had
quelled the turbulent spirit, which the firmness and military attitude
of the Governor and an efficient defensive Staff prevented from'vis-
ing again during his Administration. It has also been asserted that

* The Messengers who had been named for this purpose, were Mess#s. Bour-
dages, Debartxch, Bruneau, Lee, Bellet, Papineau, junior, and Viger,-r)ut the
House, at the moment of their appointment, having adjourned for want of a quo-
rum, the preparation of an Address was neglected.
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. . . »

rel at the the urgency for new laws on the part of influential men in the Pro-
Address, vince, effected a truce between the branches of the Legislature ; and,

was sub- combined with the hopes that the declining health of the Governor

! delay of would induce him speedily to leave the Province, this circumstance
renuously may have induced the Majority to temporise. The House of Assem-

ess which
wervation
»d to ren-

bly and its adherents, however, would admit no farther reason fop
tranquillity, than that they were making a magnanimous use of their
victory over Judges, Jews, and arbitrary Dissolutions, and that they
onfidence perfectly despised the Minority which supported the Executive.

bjects, an Leaving to future writers to collect the various reasons which com-
ouse, was bined to form a sufficient cause, the House certainly showed consi-
xecutive ; derable industry in public business, and matured a variety of Mea-

Majority. sures in such a manner as induced the other branches of the Legis-
o had, in lature to concur in them, and, by the Royal Assent, make thef Taws
llency to of the land. The subjects which the Assembly postponed, were :::-
Province ken up by the Legislative Council, in which branch  originated the
ions, cus- continuation of the Acts for the preservation of His Majesty’s Gov-
bject, and ernment, and for the regulation of Aliens; and various instances of
'a and the compromise, after explanation, took place.
iken into In the Commerce of the Province, subsequent to the gleam of
embers of prosperity caused by the American Embargo, a re-action had taken
lr. Pierre place; and many persons were at this time confined in prison for
by a Ju- debts. A well written Petition from them, was presented to the
who de- Housc of Assembly on the 29th of December, the details of which
as to his forcibly impress the mind with the expediency of a Bankrupt Law in
»f his im- this Commercial Country; but, at the same time, we are led to per-
seat and ceive the necessity of the previous Measure of Register Offices, to
iicated to check the propensity of Bankrupts to make secret transfers or invest-
he House ments of property justly belonging to their Creditors. Some of the

were le-

Subscribers to the Petition, which more particularly prayed for a
fa defect

larger contribution of subsistence money, than five shillings per week,

ctions for bythe Creditors, were well known to have conveyed their property,

in a manner which the French Laws of the Province could not trace
prevailed and make known to the Courts of Justice. The House of Assembly,
0 various blinking the question of the defects which it knew could only be repair-
the writ- ed by admitting more English Commercial Law, occupied itself mere-
gislature. ly with the prayer of the Petition for an additional allowance; but

nt of the
bly, and

even this part of the subject was not prosecuted when the Commit-
tee, to which it was referred, ascertained the character and origin of

ings, had the great Majority of the Petitioners.

7 ‘attitude The Legislative Council having passed a Bill to punish, as a Fe-

from ‘sis- lony, the forging and counterfeiting of Foreign Bills of Exchange,

rted that and Promissory Notes, and Orders for the payment of Money, the
House of Assembly reduced the erime to a misdemeanor; and an

sste, Bour- Act to this effect, was finally sanctioned. This law, as may indeed

:6?):21:1:: be said of all other laws in the Province, is not executed with due en-

ergy, owing chiefly to the want of the neeessary funds for defraying
the expenses atlending the bringing of offenders to justice.
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During this Scssion, the claims of the Contragtors for building the
Guaol of Quebee, were taken into counsideration ; but their alledged
losses were not compensated : the e<penditure for Gaols and Court-
houses, had already been double what was intended : and the result
should have rendered  the House of Assembly favourable to District
Asscssments for such purposes, which mode of tazation would have
iusured maore care and economy in the application of the produce.

The system of taxation of Commerce having, however, been adopt-
ed, lavish expenditures for public offices, were now .contemplated ;
and the establishments were calculated to cost fifty thousand pounds.
A continuation of the Gaol Duties’ Act, 45, Geo. 111, Cap. 13, was

therefore decided upon, notwithstanding the strenuous opposition of

some Merchants and Auctioneers.  The want of a District Gaol for
Three Rivers, facilitated the passage of this Bill; but the appropria-
tion of funds for this purpose, was reserved for His Majesty’s plea-
sure ; and the contemplated public offices have to this day been ne-
glected. l

In consequence of the bequest of property by a German of the
name of John Conrad Marsteller, an Act was passed this Session for
the establishment of a House of Industry; bat this well intended

ST 3 7 ) 4 p
Iustitution, after several aborsive attempts, has ended in leaving some

fixed property for sale on account of the public.
Some Members of the Majority, possessed of vacant ground near

Montreal, renewed their efforts in favour of the proscribed mode of

covering the roofs of Houses with Shingles; but the well founded
alarms of the Proprietors of I1ouses on account of the danger of the
spreading of Fires by means of inflamed Shingles, prevented. the
passage of the Bill into a Law, which, on motion of AMr. Viger, se-
conded by Mr. Papineau, Junior, passed the Assembly, but was re-
jected by the Legislative Council. On the 15th of February, the
Accounts of the Revenue were presented, and added to the compla-
cency of the Assembly, by the flourishing state of the Provincial
, Finances which they exhibited. The amount of the Revenue was
~ about sixty-three thousand pounds ' sterling,; and of the Expenditure,
including the expenses of the Legislature, and the drawbacks to Up-
per Canada, forty-three thousand pounds sterling. This Statement
will account for the appropriations, after some difficulty, of the addi-
tional sums required to cover the great excesses of the estimated ex-
penses of fimishing the Gaol of Montreal, and the repairs of the resi-
dence of the Governor in Quebec ; both of which doubled the ori-
ginal estimates, and produced subjects of enquiry to Committees of
the House ; and led to some salutary restrictions in future grants,
without, however, altering the favourite principle of taxing Commerce,
for all public purposes.
An attempt was, this Session, renewed by the Maitres de Poste, to
recover their old monopoly of the conveyance'of Travellers by Land ;
but there was a sufficient sense of justice and comaercial utility in
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the ITouse, to prevent this‘retrograde movement ; and the Proprictors
of Stages were maintaphed in the facility of obtaining licenses.

In consequence of a’ Petition from Mr. John \lutun, an opulent
brewer, who, having capital to spare, had made an experiment with
it, in imitating the beneficial :lpl)“(':l[i()n of the power of Steam in
propelling vessels, lately introduced into the State of New York, un-
der the encouragement of an exclusive Patent, a Bill was, on the
11th of l\l)xll.lr), introduced by My, Viger, to grant’to John Mol-
son the exclusive right and privilege of navigating one or more Steam-
boats between Quebec and Montreal, on the River St, Lawrence.
This Bill, after undergoing some amej ments, was passed on the 25th
of February, by a Majority of 15 4. This Mecasure, however,
was not concurred in by the Legislative Council ; and, when next
Session the Petitioner had succeeded in conciliating that body, the
House of Assembly was unfavourable ; and, like almost every pro-
jector of beneficial enterprises in this Provinge, he was left to depend
upon his own resources; these were ample, not only in capital, but
in that porwvcruw spirit which distinguishes most Englishmen who
have had success in their original pursuits, and turn their attention
to higher abjects of industry calculated to gratify their national am-
bition for improvement. This gentleman’s success was soon after in-
sured by the exigencies of the war; when his Boats were chiefly em-
ployed in conveying Troops, Storés and Provisions, for Government ;
and he is a prominent exception to the common prepossessions ui'
mankind, which, as matter of course, consign to ruin and (ilmll)l)()lllt-
ment the first projectars of great uudvrtal\lngs.

The limits which we have prescribed to ourselves, and the dvmc
which we feel to give some extracts from Sir James Henry Craig's
farewell Speech, to both Houses, prevents our giving some farther
details of the proceedings of this busy Session ; in which the Parlia-
ment scemed to feel that the eyes of the intelligent part of the peo-
ple were scrutinising the conduct of the different branches.

Oun the 21st of March, His Excellency having commanded the at-
tendance of the Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly
in the Legislative Council Chamber, gave the Royal Assent to Fif-
teen Acts, l'cs‘crving for His Majesty's plm%mc the Bill for erecting
a District Gaol in the Borough of T%ree Rivers.

His E \u'llcncy then closed the Session with a long Speech, which
began by giving due praise for the assiduity in publu business which
both Hoyses had displayed. He next alluded to the alarming ill-
ness of His Majesty, which was destined to cause the establishment
of a Regency in a period of vital interest to the Nation. Alluding
to the Government of the United States, His Excellency characteris-
ed their new Act of non ll\ll)l)lldll()l], directed against Great Britain,
as a branch of partial and irritating policy ; the operation of which,
even their own Lawyers and Mercantile Citizens could not under-
stand. After having expressed his thanks for the provision made to
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cover the deficiency in the funds origif voted for replz'utrl‘ggut?:e
Castle of St. Louis, the Governor's residence, he congratu ld'ft. u]n
upon the constitutional manner in which the Act for disqualifying the
lges, had been passed. . . .
JU([fis i«‘xcellcncy's Speech, assuming the style of adeveT in .th?
most earnest manner, called their attention to th(l)se cnrlc;ium]stdnccis 0
it i > i y >mand an
i lation and Commerce, which wou d de 1 a)
e e i In this part of his
i i tion of the Laws. In this |
increase and energetic execu _ C 1% s parbal s
' the Legislature, in favo
»ech, we find a recommendation to i
;Ql{:f?nl;\,abimms of the Townships, between whose Lands and t/:;: (.'.”‘y
of Quebec, he had caused a spactous If9ad to be opened. }{-e]'([]:]ldf-
terised the,m as cultivating their lands in a rémnner well f}a]m dx;rcsso
her parts of the Country; and he e =
serve as an example to ot . Sy g Mo b expresi-
i i t jealousy, would be felt toward
d his hope that emulation, not jealc Y, Wt e fel ‘ .
f\I‘hc follol\’:'ing paragraph, closing his Speech, we give verbatllm,dv:.i:e
ressing, at the same time, our regret that 'the opinions :1"“ at‘ v
a‘hich it,contains, have been little attended to by the Leaders o
Jation Canadienne.
A{:flo;nd now, Gentlemen, I have only further to rccornmend, ibbat a}s,
in an early part of the Session, you yourselves took occasion tobo ier'(e
1’:, the di[]fcully of the task, you will proport{orla(ly exert your bes er:-
chvour.;' to do aivﬂy with all distrust (md animosity from amzng J/U[?/,'c
selves : while these are suffered to remain, all exe{r{z})n‘ﬁ)fnt e fpl;,'n,'
: ] st to a cordial union :—religi-
t be palsied. No bar can exis ) union : igi-
o intolerance is not the disposition of the
fferences present, none—zintole disy L
e (I!It}e!:'fnes-—lzxnd, living under one Govern.mt’nt, cnjoymg'equul@ zt;
])rejgstibn and fostering care, in the mutual intercourse of l”t,/l,(‘]”ei: anc
b ' Il be found ideal. I am earnest in this advice,
mevolence, all others will be fo . £
ﬁri’/lzci’;)cmen " Itis probably the last legacy of a sincere ;ZE[‘I ;vt.sger,;:;f:);
: . " his Soverei, eed presen
] ; he presence of his Sovereign, would in _ :
if he lives to reach the p _ crogn, o he
hi ] ty of obtaining his app |
If with the proud certainty of ! ' wrob
I”m/i;{:n:cludc /zispreport of his administration 'u.‘l[‘ll saying .——}I__/uur:;{,
f?o‘u the portion of your Subjects thafyou committed to my c z{n%r, z’
la"((’I amo])nrr themselves, viewing each other with mistrust and jea olus_z,,
w;mzimatl:’d as they supposed, by separate interests. Ile t;wn;,
’ .
lg{ cordially united in the bonds of reciprocal esteem and confic e;lc ,
t:;"riva”ing each other only in affectionate atlac;:mentb;(? you‘; Ma
P 1 ot ] 3 ¢ good.
s G ertions jfor the publ
Jesty's Government, and su genchii ex J P g

xm.J

INTLEE

We think that t
readers, by taking
lating the material
the Provincial Hou
year 1811, scefis pi
firm and uncompro
ed by an akcpmpl,
Brock, gives assura
or war with the Un
His Majesty’s Gov.
first aggressor, but
be left to the Ame
active hostilities, b

Our first Chante
enquiry into the
sent (*xtraux'(!iw:ry
French Canadian ]
professing to act
their adherents int
His Mnjcs!y's Exe
repeatedly given |
then give our opin
sembly extend to a
ernment, by such a
would render His
Council, though co-
to the interests, pre
jority. These pret
cause they emanate
fess the Ilomish Re
enable them to forn
tors, who are disting
by an indiscriminati,
habits of their Frenc
pretensions have, in
afforded to the excly



[cn AP,

iring the
ated them
lifying the

e, in the
stances of
lemand an
sart of his
\ favour of
d the City
Ie charac-
culated to
1e express-
ards them.
)atim, ex-
and advice
lers of the

nd, that as,
1 to observe
yur best en-
mong your=

the public
n :—religi-
ition of the
t’quu]/y its
indness and
this advice,
wisher, who,
leed present
ation, if he
_I‘/('mnu',
/ charge, di-
1d jealousy,
I lefi them,
I confidence,
) your '{\1a-
¢ good.

X1l | OF LOWER CANADA. 145

CHAP. XIIL

RECAPITULATION,

INTERSPERSED WITU GENERAL REMARKS.
A. D. 1759—1811.

We think that the present Chapter may be made useful to our
readers, by taking a retrospect of our previous career, and recapitu-
lating the material points of the political progress of the Majority of
the Provincial Ilouse of Assembly. The recess of Parliament, in the
year 1811, sccfis particularly convenient for this temporary pause : the
firm and uncompromising conduct of Sir James Henry Craig, support-
ed by an adcpmplished Military Staff, headed by the brave General

Brock, gives assurance of internal tranquillity. The question of peace
or war with the United States was still doubtful, more particularly as
His Majesty’s Government scemed resolved that it thoyld not be the
first aggressor, but that the high responsibility of declaring war should
be left to the American Government, whose unprepared situation for
active hostilities, both as to moral and physical force, is notorious, »
Our first Chanter states the design of the work, being an historical
enquiry into the combined causes which have produced the pre-
sent extraordinary crisis of political affairs in Lower Canada. The
French Canadian Leaders in the Provincial House of Assembly,
professing to act constitutionally, have brought themselves and
their adherents into direct collision, on matters of Finance, with
His Majesty’s Exccutive, acting under instructions advisedly and
repeatedly given by Ilis Majesty’s Imperial Government. We
then give our opinion that the pretensions of the House of As-
sembly extend to a virtual monopoly of the powers of the Civil Gov-
ernment, by such a complete control in Legislation and Finance as
would render His Majesty’s Representative, and the Legislative
Council, though co-ordinate branches of the Legislature, subservient
to the interests, prejudices and padsions of the French Canadian Ma-
jority. These pretensions are considered the more dangerous, be-
cause they emanate from Members of the popular branch, who pro-
fess the Ilomish Religion, and whose superior education and talent
enable them to form the political opinions of the wneducated Elec-
tors, who are distinguished from the rest of His Majesty's Subjects,
by an indiscriminating attachment to the laws, language, manners and
habits of their French ancestors. We next state our belief that these
pretensions have, in a great degree, arisen from the encouragement
afforded to the exclusive ambition of the French Canadian Leaders.

U
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by the Constitutional Acts, 14, Geo. I11. (":lp. K9, ”'."'l .‘»l‘. weo. 1.

‘y.lp. 31, and we propose to examine their theorcticul defocts and
their practic al consequences, with reference to the interests of the
British  Lawpire at Jarge, and to the umln(“ due by Ilis A\l.l-.
jesty's Impe rial Government to the claims of the ||‘rl\.‘:l>|(:mt‘- of
Bl'itli.\h descent. We assert that the pretensions " the Houre
of Assembly cannot be founded upon any of thestipulations in the Ar-
ticles of '.AlulIll] ition or in the Treaty of Cession; and we support
this asscrtion by the result of a review of those l)n(mm nrs The si-
tuation in which the French Canadians were left by the Capitulation,

and by the Treaty of Pans, offered no obstac le to the true policy of
assimilating them to that accession of British ‘ml\nl tion intended by
His Majesty, on which point we refer to the Proclamation, dated the
7th October, 1763. o .

After reviewing the Capitulation, and the Treaty of Cession, }\‘l.;z(-l\
chiefly secure to the French Canadians, life, property and religious
toleration, we remark that the whole of their pretensions now become
so formidable to the Subjects of British descent, and to the Imyperial
Government, arise from the injudicious liberaiity of the Hlm.h Par-
liament, which, by the Acts 14, Geo. I1I. Cap. 83, and 81, Geo. 111.
Cap. 31, n(ln]“(d cvery wish of the conquered; and hv the esta-
blishment of the old French Laws and Romish l{qlv--mn. with the
ascendancy in the popular branch, secured by universal suffrage
in the Election of Members, have given a mon ulml\ of power to the
French Canadians, and left the Subjects of British descent w'thout any
beneficial influence in the L(‘;:)sl.mxrv. ‘

We therefore reviewed the Act 14, Geo. III. Cap. 83, which re-
established French Laws in the Province of Quebec, tending to con-
cenirate the French Canadians as a separale peo) le, with a Clergy sup-
ported by Tythesyrem: wrking in p\\\m" that !hv natural disgust .lt
these Establishments drove British Emizrants and Loyal .‘}nul‘)(:lys
to the Upper Districts, and led to the next measure, prolific of :\1|.
namely, that of dividing the Province of Qucbec in the year 1791,
and gr.nmng, without M(‘ least rega rd to :._'j ! rence of circums [{l.I)(.‘f"\', a
House of Assembly with the same extensive privileges to each division.

We next reviewed the Constitutional Act, 81, Geo. H_l. Cap 31:
and, with particular reference t()'],n?vn' ('31:\:|('t;x. we found it f-nlgulam d'
to place the French Canadians in rivalship with the other Subjects of

His Majesty, and to facilitate ti:e attemptsof their Leaders in the House
of Assembly to menopolise the powers of the Civil Government, and
make IHis \In;(‘m/ a mere 'u/rlmz/ protector, lavishing the- blood and
treasure of the British Nation in de‘ence of a separate people, repre-
senting old France, rather than assuming the characteristics of a Colo-
ny of Great Britain. N

Pursuing the subject, we alluded to the legitimate and approved
pro(‘ec« of amalgamating the conquered with the conquering nation :

a proper distinction was also 'xll(r‘"od between a conquest that is
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|
/ Tound tully «ettled, (for instance the Islands of Guernsey and Jersey,

and the Empire of China) and one like Lower Canada, which does not

Cat present contain one hundredth pirt of the population which it will

be able to support, when ::/u/n‘//', seltled and cultivated.

Considering the enactinents of the Constitutional Act, with more
immediate reference to the Act 14, Geo. [, Cap. 83, which had
concentrated  the power of the French Canadians, by the establish.
ment of the French Laws and the Romish Religion, the effect of the
almost universal sufirage in clecting Members of the Provincial As-
e-mbly conferred by the Act 81, Geo. 111, Cap. 31, on this part
of the populatjon, must tend to perpetuate their inclination to be a
separate people, and to dircet them in choosing  Representatives
pledigzed. to maintain this flattering distinction.  The theoetical infer-
ences from those enactments, were next supported by a brief recital
df' the progress of the Constitution, till the period of the financial
disputes between the Touse of Assembly and His Majesty 's Govern-
mont: when it was found that the Provincial Ahnnm\t.un(m was
supported, in rights and measures absolutely necessary for its benefi-
cli nl existence, ln only three Members, out of the fitty which com-
posc the popular branch of the Legislature.  This progress, agreea-
bly ® our II\IMI]I(‘\I\ already mentione d, we suppose to h.nc en-
couraged the Leaders of the House of Asse mbly to dictate such
terms and financial conditions to His Majesty's Government, as if
submitted, to, would make the whole Province and the British Nation
contribute to the wealth and permanent power of those leaders and
their adherents. We then state our opinion that they have a nearer
prospect than ever of this consummation; and that a review of the
most remarkable steps evincing the ambition and objects of the
House of Assembly, \nll prove ‘that they have neither ‘been negli-
gent nor scrupulous, in pursuing the obj-ct of obtaining a (mnph te

controul over the purse and person of every Subject of British ori-
gin in the Province.

Qur second ('h'lpt(‘r commences the promised review of the most
remarkable steps evincing ambition in the Leaders of the late Houses
of Assembly; and we assert at the outset, that in the first and least
exceptionable, and least formidable House of A ssembly, the natural
operation of the Constitution, and the dawnings of that ambition
which, while we write, has reached its noontide altitude, are discerni-
ble to every intelligent reader of the prmv((lm'vq.

The fatal omission in the Constitution to enact that the minutes of
proceedings should be recorded in the English language only, as be-
ing that of the Sovereign, is stated to have producod many obstacles
to the Anglification of the Couuntry; and we contrast this omission
with the provident conduct of the Congress of the Ubnited States,
which body, while admitting the Territory of Louisiana, inhabited by
Erenchen, as one of the States of their Confederation, enacted, that
all Minutes of Proceedings, in the Courts and Legislature of their

S —
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Suster State, should be exclusively m'ur(lf.'zl in the 11{1,';: uage of ’/_“' Con-
stitution of the United States ;, that is to say, in the 11]1{;!1&1) I}?n-
guage ; which enactinent has nzl%urnl]y m‘u(lc the .sn‘ul'y (_;t lhv' ,n]-
glish tongue a primary object with t'hv French I,mn.wum‘onbs; .Am:
though in numbers, at the time of thurv mh?;mmn, they were about
half the amount of the Frenc! ('un:{«lh::ns in 1791, the former now
generally speak, or understand l‘,.rt;;lx.‘h, :md_ have changed t]huu;.
French Laws for a new Code, while the Legislature and people o
Canada remain averse from the mgst suln‘ta;'r'\ (}‘,n‘x‘g( ?1‘113‘])1(;1\'4((] ‘l'.y
France herself, and necessary for the l\\-i\.«'il«{;xl and I'.uln':;.gl)' friendly
intercourse between this Province, and the English speaking popula-
tion and States, by which she is partly surrounded. -

In the first Session of the first l’:xrlvi.n‘.wht, tho' ambition of the
Majority is chicfly discernible in 1 iusing, on ‘ﬁmlc pretences, to
choose for their Speaker, a Member fully :l(miu:n'ntul' with both lan-
guages, showing, at the very commencement f’f tlylur)cur(‘cr, lllmt
the very head and front }u‘(‘\.(').le’/ to His _.f\l/{]('.atly.si I.r/n'r.w'nlnlll;,
should be always French, and that their u*zs/:\ was _for ever to make
Lower Canada, to the back-bone, French. The Clznm. set up to t_hc
Jesuits’ Estates, is next brought forward; and this early motion
in the House of Assembly, shows lh{lt_ the constant object of
that body, has been to diminish the l(‘gl.lll.llat\.? rights of tlvle con-
qucring .powcr, and to prevent a participation by the (n(? (;Ub-.
jects in the bencfits of the Conquest. France rnluw‘z/s conquered for
the ben: fit of the French Nalion ; but cur French Ilr;u.w.: of Ascembly
have used, from the beginning, the p« wers rm_)v/m,'n(/ by Great B 4'//!11:2
to make the Conquest of Canada l:('m‘{'u'm/ to the congquered cnly, ant
a continual subject of annoyance to the conquerors. ]

We then allude to the effect of the remains of the old French po-
liteness, which frequently gained its l‘.‘llllhl“()%ls cnvd, ‘by manceuvring,
rather than by a direct opposition to His Majesty’s (‘xm‘crnmcnt.f Tn
long as the English Minority amounted to about a i()u‘rtvh purtg t?]c
Assembly, it frequently happened that the absence of some French
Canadian Members, for business or ffvr (*]vctmnccrmg purposes, re-
duced their numbers to an equality with th.c usual I\.Imm'lty, and the
House to the lowest quorum. Whenever, in such circumstances, the
French found that the English were likely to carry “l,‘i”ts““”’ one or
more French Canadians would \\'it!:dﬂ)\\' ; and nnmc.mutvly the t\;-)cal.\-
er, always obsequious to the Faction '\\Ix() (l('clr.d lnm, v«.oulq aldf’m'n‘:}
the House for want of a quorum.* The question was thus de aye
until the personal Convcni}’nce nf {he absent Mvml?cr‘s “()P],dda,u.l!”t
of giving a decided negative. This manceuvre, however, was destin-

® Jtis curious to remark, however, that this manceuvre, which Mr. Spcn.ker
Panet afterwards so ofien encouraged, was, in the first instance, employed against
himse!f, as will appear by an account of the first dc.havo on the personal_ privileges
of the Members of the House of Assembly, contained in the second Chapter be-
fore mentioned.
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ed to become obsolete in the Parliamentary tactics of Lower Cana-

da, after the end of Sir Robert Shore Milnes' Administration; when
the Minority, comprising some Canadian Placemen and Members of

British origin, had diminished to about ten members, or one fifih of

the House of Assembly. We also allude to the lusion as to the

aimost magical effects ascribed to the forms of the British  Constitu-

tion, in turning Frenchmen into Englishmen, the 1';1”}'it-«' cry of the

Minority being, “ let us all put our shoulders to the wleel, and let the

“ English Constitution have a_fair trial among Irenchmen.”  Mean-
time, the new Judicature Bill, affording the nrospect of lucrative si-
tuations to Judges, Crown Lawyers, and P 1'(,"1:',11()(:\.{"‘ conciliated
many individuals to things as the y were.  The lixecutive, bad then
something to give; the resources of Lord l)ul'h(\urs Adminis-
ration, had not been dried vp by a decla ..(d bankruptey (;' the Re-
ceiver General, nor by the 1&%ish votes of the House of " Assembly
ﬂ)l‘ internal communications, which have reduced the present Admin-
istration to @ morsel '1/' bread.

()ur third Chapter describes the p(‘rtina('ity with which the French
Canadian .\I(n}nr.ty resisted every modification of the Feudal Tenure
of Lands, which Tenure they considered as best calculated to dis-
courage Settlers of British origin, or, as they afterwards bad the
hardihood to call them, intruders, from settlingin the French Seignio-
ries. Fear, which is the original source of French pulitcnes:, still pres
served decorum in the House of -\sv.cmi)]y towards the Levislutive
Council, and is ‘Imcs(v s Representative. This characteristic of
the first House of Xnvml)!., was the means of encouraging the Ix-
ecutive to recommend several uscful .Measures. The Acts pas ed
were chiefly permanent ; and the Messages of the Governor were re-
ceived with thanks, and promptly taken into consideration. A sup-
ply of ﬁv(’ thousand pounds was unanimously voted ; and, at this
period of comparatively good feeling, if any shrewd observer of the
tendency of the (,onsmutmn, the nature of the Canadian Leaders,
and the gullibility of their Adherents, had predicted that they would
eventually come into direct collision with the Imperial Government
on pecuniary affairs, and set the local Government at defiance, his
prophecy would have been treated with scorn, and his person spurned
from all decent society.

Next comes an account of important Measures and Projects con-
nected with Provincial Finances and Improvements.  With respect
to the former, the Consolidating Act, patronised by Lord Dorchester,
is not approved, for reasons hercaflcr to be mentioned ; while the
Road Act is referred to as giving rise to an avowed and lasting op-
position, on the part of the \lujunty of the House of Asxemhly and
their Constituents, to every improvement calculated. to disturb their
peculiar habits. This Law was passed under circumstances which
prove that the House of Assembly hcs seldom been the instrument of
good, except by chance, or by a fatality beyond the momentary controul

i
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of the ordi nary M. }sz/ of the Members. The Road Act, so nter-
esting to the trade and mwland communication of the C ountry, la ying
a moderate contribution of labour or money upon the French Canadi-
ansand other Subjects, for the improvement of their property, was ne-
vertheless opposcd by some Members of the House of Assembly, as
leading to dircet taxation.  This, however, being the last Session of
the first Parliament, the principal part of the French Majority, were
absent on private affuirs, or for electioneering purposes; and this im-
portant Bill, pummm d by Lord Dorchester, was thus, by chance,
carried through, and lnmnu- the Law of the Land
Next follows an account of the failure of an attempt on the part
of the Legislative Council and the Minority of the House of As-
sembly, to obtain a Bankrupt Law, under the designation of * an
“ Act for more effectually securing, and for equally l/]\lfl[)l(fll' g among
Creditors, the Estate and If/uls of persons jailing in tm(/r ln
opposing this very scasonable and salutary Bill, lh(~ \thm\ were
eager, as usual, to extend French Laws, rather than to adopt or im-
itate what was English, and therefore recommended the introduction
of.the Code Marchand of France, which, from the restricted nature
of Canadian Trade, had not been made the Law of the Land, by en-
registration in the Books of the Supreme Council of Quebec, before
the Conquest. The tacit compromise which prevailed till the Majo-
rity became stronger was, that the English should make no attempt
to introduce English Law ; and that the French Canadians should be
satisfied with the Custom of Paris, and the Ordinances enregistered
as aforesaid, thus leaving the Country and its extending Commerce,
to suffer for want of regulations which the Colonial connection with
Great Britain, render pcculmrly expedient to be framed on the prin-
ciples of the Commercial Law of England, the introduction of which
was specifically prayed for by the French Canadians and Subjects of
British origin, who jointly petitioned for a House of Assembly in the
year 1784. The Speaker, and even the most loyal French Canadians
who obtained places, never would support Government in the smallest
innovation upon the French Laws, which, with the Feudal Tenure of
Lands, were cherished as the means of deterring Emigrants from seck-
tng an A\z/[um in a Province, thus rendered Ircnclz in fact, though
Bnlzsh in name. With this Session ended the first Provincial Parha-
ment of Lower Canada, and the Administration of Lord Dorches-
ter, who, as having been instrumental in recommending the Act 14,
Geo. I1L., Cap. 88, is to be considered as inimical to British Coloni-
zation, and possessing those narrow views, which contemplated Low-
er Canada as a sort of military post, chiefly important on account of
the strong fortifications of Quebec. s
The fourth Chapter brings us to the second Parliament, and to the
Administration of General Prescott, who was sincerely disposed to
introduce British principles and improvements, and who conducted
the Government with safety through a crisis produced by internal dis-
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content, influenced by the revolutionary doctrines of the Irench Re-
public.  The Majority of the House of Assembly, partly composed
of democratic enthusiasts, partly of Members pledged to their Con-
stitaents, to obtain the repeal of the Road Act, gave much trouble to
the Executive; but certain riotous proceedings, including attempts to
starve the Citizens of Montreal, by withholding supplics of provi-
sions, combined with the intrigues of Revolutionists to strengthen the
hands of Government, producing the celebrated Acts of the first
Session for the regulation of Aliens, and the better preservation of
His Moajesty's Government.  Meantime, the neighbourhood of the
rapidly settling British C n]nn) of U pper Canada, and the Commer-
cial Treaty ut Great Britain with the United States, stimulated the
House of Assembly to pass several regulations, which enabled the
Colony to make some advances, in spite of the impediments of French
Laws, and a Feudal Tenure of Lands, inimical to human industry
aud enterprise, particularly in the Cities and Towns.

Next comes an epoch when accidental causes begin to favour the
I'rench Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly ; and we des-
cribe the destructive conduct of the Land Board, a part of the Exe-
cutive Government, entrusted with the superintendance of the scttle-
ment of the Waste Lands of the Crown, under the English Tenure
of Iree and Common Soccage. The ruinous effocts of the location
of Crown and Clergy Reserves, in scattered lits, and the benevolent
efforts of General Prescolt to redress the grievances of the Loyalists
and other Inhabitants of the Townships, \
tions of ITis Majesty’s Government, are described in this Chapter,
as well as his failure in his laudable intentions, owing chiefly # the
influence of the interested Members of the Land Boardover Mr.
Osgoode, the Chief Justice of the Province. The fatal abuses in the
Land Granting Department, not only deprived the Province of the
accession of thml\dll(ls of Emigrants from the United \ml(ry skilled
in Agriculture and in all the \lts connected with clearing fand im-
proving the Waste Lands of the Crown, but also laid the f§undation
of much discontent against the Provincial Government, on\the part
of the Subjects of British origin, and gave an accession of morel
force to the French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly ;
which bedy, however, did not interfere to obtain justice for the Sct-
tlers, but rather secretly rejoiced in their ruin.

This Session of Parliament which began 20th Fe bruary, and ended

17th May, 1798, is an epoch in the mn\lnutmm] lmtm\ of the coun-
try. The Exccutive now assumed merely a defensive position against the
encrease of Irench Canadian influence, and formed a close connection
with the Legislative Council as the only branch friendly to the Prero-
gatives of ihe Crown, and to the principles of British Colonisation.
The E ng]lsh and Commercial Minority of the Ilouse of Assem-
bly meantime abandoned aimost every pretension to introduce innova-

tions on French Laws, coalescing with the French Canadian placemen

agreeably to the instruc-
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who happened to be Members of that House, and who were as inuch at-
tached to Irench Law theugh not so i)}‘(’jll(“t'(‘(l against improvement as
the Majoriti. Tlius commenceda kind of Oligarchy in the Governmnt
ot Lower Canada, which must always exist under the present vicious
Constitution "till the House of Assembly shall be permitted to be the
sole fountain of legislative authority, and obtain a complcte con-
trol over the Exccutive, in financial affairs, and in the execution
of the laws.*

The Majority of the House of Assembly now began to avoid all
permanent Acts : they perceived that their pretensions to make the
Colony and its resources beneficial to themselves and to the French
Cunadians only, must be contrary to the intentions of the British
Government ; and they, therefore, could only hope for a prolongaticn
of their existence by making the march of the administration liable to
interruption, whenever their own convenience or views of ulterior
ambition should permit measures of such avowed hostility to Gov-
ernment.

Chapter fifth reviews the proceedings of the third Sesssion of the
second Provincial Parliament, which was remarkable by the despatch
of public business, owing partly to the suspension of 2l attempts to

* We seize every opportunity of recalling the attention of our readers to this as-
scrticn, anC ta impress upon their minds that no alteration of constitutional ar.
ranzements which shall not insure to this Province, stparately, or united with Up-
per Cansde, “a House of Assembly representing the feelings and irterests of the
«* Briti+h as well as of the I'rench Canadian population, can prevent the existence
“ ot an Qlizarchy, or monopoly of power in a few perscns, to be emploved for the
“ grvandisernent of themselves and their dependents.”  That every Briton would
prefer an Oligarchy, influenced Ly British principles, to the complete control of a
FHouse of Assen! elected by an overwhelming Majority of French Canadian
cannot be doubtful ; but it has been proved by experience, that such an Oli.

votes
garchy is rendered powerless by the House of Assembly, as now composed, in every
attempt to encouragé British Emigration, or beneficial Settlement of the Waste
Lands of the Crown ; or, in ¢hort, in making this a British Province in fact, as it
hus been for half acentury in name. Under the present Constitution, the Subjects of
British origin, for the twenty years last past, have never had six Kepresentatives in
the Ilouse of Assembly, truly exhibiting their sentiments ; and even this smull pro-
portion bhas been continually misled into compromises, and occupied more with
the means of preventing an absolute (hfsnlutiun of Civil Government, than with the
interest of their Constituents. This is fa state of affairs which our fellow subjects in
Great Dritain, and even in the other Britigty Colonies on this Continent, do nct un-
derstand ; but which their national sympgthies should prompt them to inquire into,
A Eritish Emigrant coming to Lower Canada, naturally thirks that the popu -
lar branch should be his protector ard patron ; but when I inds that this
branch is French Conadian, and inimical to British Colonization, he addresses
humse/f Lo the I'zeculive 5 but the inelinations of thys branch in his favor he

y the encrvackments and partial dispssition of the House nf As-
cemb’y. T/ itunly the old residents of Lritish origen hove no partor pertion
17 the papularbranch ; but the Emigrant, deluded by the nameof a Lritish Pro-

p g A
tiAce. 1. ds A /

v

JSinds para

! *If tn a foreign country, and that he migzht as well have emi-
gratelto the I[rpa.r’;’u'.; of South America, or tothe Bravils, or much better Lo the
united States than io Lower Canada, as respect. palitical rights, and the berefit
of laws suaiiar in principle to those of his native land.
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introduce the spirit of English Commercial Law, and partly to the en-
creasing urgency of the country for various local establishments and
regulations suited to the 1nn siess of the Colony.  This Session was
opened 28th March, and ended 3d June, 1799.  The vigilant ambi-
tion of the Majority was evinced by the adoption of the analagous
practice of the British House of Commons, postponing the u.nhnrr
of" His Excellency’s Speech “till their privilege of originating lnn

should have been asserted, by giving leave to mlmduu' and lm(]

Bill. This Chapter contains so ne remarks upon the only assessments or

direct taxes for local purposes which the Ilouse of Assembly has ever
passed ; though petitioned and urged repeatedly to adopt the system
approved by the practice of Great Britain, the neighbouring Colonies
and States. The Act in question imposing an assessment on rent, and
enacting a composition for public labor, for the purpose of making and
repairing streets and roads in the cities and vicinities of Quebec and
Montreal, if extended to the country Parishes and Settlements under
necessary modifications, would be a great means of effecting improve-
ments in an ceconowmical manner, it being notorious that the produce of
assessments 1s /1/;/)/1((/ under the ’UHI/{IN[ ins ])u//(m u/l}t(' payers u/ i,

and cannot be employed to the exclusive be nefit of a few individuals,
without subjecting them to \/nu// reprobation and /)un/s/ ment.

In u“ll({lll" to the discussions in the House of Asscmbl) upon the
regulation nt weights and measures, we show the pertinacity with
which the Mz lJ()IlI\ retained the Minot; which is eight per cent
larger than the Winchester Bushel and five per cent. largcr than the
Bushel u)mpulundul in the lml)uml Quarter of Light Bushels esta-
blished in the United Kingdom i the year 1825

The Act for levying a tax upon Writs issuing in due course of
law in'His Majesty’s Courts, for the purpose of dcim)mg the expen-
ses of erecting Court Houses in Quebec and Montreal, is mentioned
in this Chapter as having a considerable influence in making the Law-
yers in the Assembly second the members, closely connected with
the country electors, in their views of taxing anmlul merchandise,
including British manufactures, for all purposes. In this manner,
the commerce of Lower Canada is made the common bearer of all those
burthens, which in other countries are equally divided anmn\g.ug:iuu’/u_
rists, merchants, professional men and local associations.

The Consolidated Act, of this Session, is next described ; and, as
it is connected with those financial disputes which have l;m-l_y been
the means of developing the ambition of the French Canadian Ma-
jority, we shall here repeat what is said of its object and consequen-
ces. The ()l)j(’('[ of this Act, 39, Geo. III. Cap. 9, was to obtain the
repeal of the British Act 14, Geo. IIL. Cap. -wh,.uul 28 Geo. 111. Cap.
39, and offering a permanent Act with permanent appropri lations for
lhc purposes (ontcmplat( 'd in these Acts, amounting to twelve thou-
sand pounds sterling, thus obliterating all traces of the power of the
Imperial Parliament formerly exerted in taxing the Colonies for the

4
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purpose of revenue.  The consequence of a compliance, on the part
of the Tmperial Parliament, with the object of this Colonial  Act,
would have been to make the support of Ilis Majesty’s Civil Govern-
ment, both in Upper and 1Lower Canada, depend upon the will of the
Legislature of this Province.  Suvch an experiment has hitherto ap-
peared unnecessary and dangerous, with respect to a Colony inhabited
(/m//// /;,, persons of Frewnch origin ; and His Majesty’s Ministers have 1
in our humble opmion, wisely declined moving the British Parliament
to comply with the conditions of the Act in qm\lum.

The demands of the conquercd, mentioned in our review of the
Capitulation of Montreal, were the favorite text book of the House of
Assembly ; and this body endeavoured to v\tl(m,l)‘,‘ means of Colo-
nial ].4\\\ the power of establishing new  Parishes, which exclusive ly
belongs to the Sovereign or his I)LI(" ites. This power was particu-
//lr///uu/nuur/ in the postponed Union Dell of l\-,; buty as one of lhe
Isghest Irerogatives of t//( Crown, it appears e: e dient that its reou-
lrzhmz and //u’ general stdte ofthe Roman Catholic Clergy in Lower Ca-
nada should /)c the subjectof a separate Act of the Imp. rial Parliament.

Then follows an allusion to the Governor's Speech, showing that
his unfortunate differences with Chief Justice Osgoode on llu l/.m(l
Granting abuscs, had forced him to conciliate thc popular branch of
the Legislature, and give them an expectation that by skilfully avail-
ing thuns( lves of thc differences betweenthe other branches of the
Government, the rench Canadian Majority might eventually turn the
whole resources ot the Province to the benefit of themselves and their
Constituents. Indeed, no legislative body has pmmul more by acci-
dental causes in peace and in war, than the French Canadian House
of Assembly of Lower Canada, ”“”“’:H""“"‘//"‘1' the humiliatiro
check to unprincipled ambition, which it lately recerved from the Impe-
rial Parliament by the Canada Lrade Act, and the Act still more re-
cent which regulates Frce and Common Soccage Lands in the 1owi-
ships by English laws.

This Chapter touches upon the absurdity of expecting that in
Lower Canada, any appeals to the sense of the people, by Dissolu-
tions of the Assembly, should have the smallest effect in producing a
House differently composed as to views and principles, or more fa-
vorable to the Local Government and to the interests of the British
Empire at large, under the present Constitution.  As an illustration
of this peculiarity in the political state of this Province, we mention
the general appeal, made by Mr. Pitt’s Administration to His Mujes-
ty's Subjects throughout the world, calling for \'ulunt;n'y contribu-
tions, for the support of the just and necessary war ; in which, for the
preser -vation of the theones, the altars, and the lmlcp(mlu ce of Eu-
ropean States, His Majestv, and his Allies were engaged.—Those
contributions produced millions of money in the United }\m;,(lum. and
the occasion was seized by Britoxs, in every quarter of the globe,
to manifest their zeal for the national causc,and for the support of the
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Imperial Government.  The result of this appeal, however, to the in-
habitants of Lower Canada, was very ditferent {from what some san-
guine calculators expected.  The French Canadians and influential
I prese ilatives, from the causes ﬂ//‘f'url"'/ mentioned, had i no manner
sympathis d with the British Nation, nor i(/rn///l"/{/u‘um'/l'r'\ weth its
rmmm and gl ry.  On the contrary the disposition of the *“ NATION
"CANADIE \\k,' (1//([ the ambition of its Leaders /m/uc([m/ the prepos-
terous and absurd P i i of the AH'II/I(I[//J power, were to remain a
separate }un/J/ dist nguished  from Englishmen, by laws, languase,
manners, habits and /un\///t\ of their own. Under such circumstances,
the result may be readily conjectured by our intelligent readers ;
instead of obtaining fifty thousand puund~ from a prm'incv con-
taining that number of houscholc lers, boasting of their loyalty, the
contributions were rhuﬂ_y confined to the French Canadian Volun-
tecrs, a military corps g’ British P8y, and to persons of British origin
in the Cities and Humn“h\, pm«lm ing not one tenth of that sum.

A contemporaneous event is im\u\u mentioned to show that from
the same French Canadians, at that period of comparative good /eel-
tng, a little management could always obtain (mnphm('nts and pro-
fessions, (mlm" llltlv and pledging less of mone y or service. The in-
tention of (m'u))lu) Prescot! to leave the Province on a visit to

I.ondon pm(luud Addresses, in which they joined with the other
Subjects, in the warmest expre “mn\ of «mmtmlc and attachment to
His Excellency, and to His M: ‘J“” s person and Government.

The succeeding Administration of Lieutenant Governor Milnes,
is severcly characterised as being of a weak, temporising, selfish and
short «whlul description. Al)‘md()nmg the objects of beneficial
C ulmnmtmn, this Administration was chiefly occupied in dividing
among its greedy adherents, the wrecks of the new settlements in
the Townships, conveying large tracts of fertile land to persons, de-
void alike of the talent and the capital requisite to form beneficial
Settlements, and extend British Colonisation. We request the par-
ticular attention of our readers to the systematic fl: attery with which
Sir Robert Shore Mulnes plied the House of Assembly, for the tem-
porising purposes of his Administration, showing his readiness to sell
the Birthriocht of Britons for a mess of /)1)//(1"/. Intelligent readers
of the proce edings of the House of Assembly, during Ius long Ad-
ministration, must be confounded with the «ulnv'nnm on the past, and
brilliant anticipations, of the future, which prevail in his Speeches.*
ng/lt or wrong, the two Houses must be \QUI‘S:’([ with ‘//u//w‘l//, till at

* Some of those friends of Sir Robert Shore Milnes, whom his general ameni-
ty of manners conciliated, pretend that he imitated the style and spirit of His Ma-
Jesty’s Speeches o the Lords and Commons; but they cannot deny that, in such
imitation, he should have been restrained by the disparity ofgcircumstances. His
Mujesty, in the bomogeneous nature and disposition of the Inhabitants, with the
power of balancing the great interests of the United Kingdom, finds ample means
of preventing that constant und radical contradiction of the Measures of the Mine
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length, the Legislative ('mnu'ill. ecompletely Turfwi‘t(;l. (l;‘l,'ll.)l'lal !m.”h—
ing of the annual banquet, \\]nlv. the appetite of the / ssem ’,‘\ ('m.\-
tinues keen till the last, mi~lvudmg sonme more recent GGovernors in
planning their ways and means of fnﬂ.lwm'lng lhcwlxlltcr. ll(>(l_\411 .
The events of the Scssion beginning on the 5th (?f March, anc
pr()l()n:_'ml with little benefit till the ‘anl_\ of May, lh(')(), are chiefly
remarkable as showing that the House of Assembly (h.\r(‘gurdv(! th(:
interests of Commerce, howover much recommended by that Ot, ?ll]L
Colony, and the Empire at Izll’g(',.ull({ was eager to restore ;le) I.I‘( i
\-;mt;\(;:c, for the exclusive benefit of ‘thcn‘ (/uns:mlcl.lﬁ, W n(/ \ .}:-.u/
accrued legitimately to His .\lujvst)" frn‘m Alhc (,()ll(]ll(":\t,q(lfll.(.‘vllk‘ll.l }
he was disposed to apply to the benefit ()/ /11s‘ old (II‘I([ /lf‘vt) {IU‘/I(.‘t ’\’ /l"f/l
(1/.\‘1')'1')71iuatv/‘z/, pm'[i(‘u/(u/y /1‘1/ promoting Education in the Lnglis
‘(’;li1il?;tt0111[)t, on the part of thv(‘{nnxnertiul Intcrt:st, to Oh::l!;l.?(r]‘,‘ﬁ
direct cnmurngvmunt,h_y bounty, for the culture of Hemp, fai (f. S
Session ; but, when it was afterwards s.uppurtvd by a strong re on/n-
mendation from that Government, which covered ."1{ deficits in the
Provincial Revenue by a portion o/ the produce of I)Il,l“/l,.ta.xaf.m]”.’
it succeeded: and an experiment in the culture of Hemp 1“'(“5 nt]‘d(l(:
d, partly from the slmlrcnly and monntonous‘-ha .)/lts('() tll_L
peasantry, and partly from the circumstance that 1/10({- ’,()’,,“/‘l» Igzlnrr;:/i-
an Clergy have no right of tythe, even Jrom Romul; a ‘11.1 ic Pe
ioners, on any Grain, except what 1s _fit for {‘/1(3[;:,1 (‘)/"Al (:_nt.] - aim
This Chapter also contains an uccn‘unt of tl_lc I‘t‘l)L‘\)\.dl ‘() {13 ( i
of the French Canadians upon the ‘Iustutcs of the (f!( ;r‘ 0(\ L..sl;:(;:
already mentioned. Jean Jnsof)h Casot, the last o | t ll(, ) ..‘u::uﬂ.;..t
Jcsuit;, died the 10th of :\lur'ch, 18‘()(): and the llm.ls.(, 13‘111{11: t‘/{,
the Executive, in expectation of }hut event, mt‘zp{;.u../s ur;_h th/“
prel('nsi()n.q of any individual, had h.nully_ taken [.)()a.\ll)hsl.()n (,:t\. [;,
Crown, addressed the (}()vo‘rnnr, praying {‘ur ccrEa.unv. .4))( uml(hc;r '
facilitate an investigation of the ciaims of ”"'Jvl;m”n;(‘ ()ll:\m;m b,
tates, which that body alledged to have bcgn given tf) the .I Biith, y
(i " France, for the specific purpose of affording the means
the Keng ol P s E ccellency, however, having stat-
of instruction to the people. His Exce ency, ho © l,' 1‘1 .(.i ek
ed that the Address of the first }I()usc of Asscml? {yl 1ac ‘ ,)wtmwh,g;
sidered by His Majesty in Cov 1cn!, and that an ord Ll‘,‘ 1\'n‘u)LU* .ngil(;,:
had been received from the ( : nial I)cpar.tmont,‘m {ta ;/ | /. ;.‘;_46"“
for the Crown ; the House Qt Asseu?bly, n‘//lucnwd" )tI/” he ‘E il( oce
to Royal Atithority w/zich..s'ull n_'stmmerl l'/m't /)({({1/, v&txs satlll.s .Lm.l'g h
sioning the appr()priunon of the Jcsmts‘ l‘mtilttjs t.o .?L "a; .
o -Bncc: which His Majesty’s NATION CANADIENNE s NOW pre-
ﬁ;lr(::\:g to L:xposg by a Spcciul Delegation .ot Representatives ‘ttt the
foot of the Throne.
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which are totally wanting in Lower Canada; where the
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{

This Chapter, completing the history of the last Session of the
sccond IHouse of \w‘ml)!\, alludes to an abortive attempt on the
part ot the Minority, to introduce into the Constit: ition, the British
principle of a qua’ification of property in cll Candidates for a seat
in the House of Assembly ; that body, however, as will soon appear
by the refusal to admit a Jew of reputable character, was morc in-
clined to estadlish a Relicious T'est, than a pecuniary qualificalion.

Our sixth Chapter opens with stating the result of the Geueral
Election for the third IHouse of ‘\swmf)]y, which was  warmly con-
tested, and returned eighteen Members, including five French Cana-
dian Placemen, hlcmll\ to the Executive, lh(mrrh of this number, all

. were not favourable to the smallest ll](i(lltl(dll()ll of Irench Laws, or

of the Feudal Tenure of Lands. At this period, the British interest
was sufficiently strong in the Cities and Boroughs of Quebec, Mon-
treal, Three Rivers dll(l William-Henry, to return a \Llynlt) of the
nine Members, allotted to those places.* This House of Assembly
#hdeed, was as well composed to hnwar(l British Interests and sup-
port the local Government, as the circumstances of the Country, with
its vicious Constitution, giving universal suffrage to the French Ca-
nadians, would permit. It will also be observed, that party spirit and
competition between the Legislative Council and the Assembly, could
be soothed into compromise, and that the success of Measures did
not always depend upon the Department in which they originated.
Meantime, the British Ministry appear to have entirely lost sight of
the conscquences of the injudicious Constitutional Acts, adverting
always to the Anglification of the Colony, as a mere matter of rou-
tine, and having dppawntly no idea of the obstacles to their wishes
of spreading the English Language, which the Acts 14 and 31, Geo.
I11., had made. It they, however, received correct report of
the proceedings of this Session, they must have been undeceived ;
for the House of Assembly, in nearly re-echoing that clause of the
opening Specch, in which His l,\ullcnc 7 intimated the intentions of
His Majesty to establish a competent number of Free Schools, for
the instruction of the rising generation, in the first rudiments of use-
ful learning, and in the English T'ongue, took great care to show that

Instruction in the native langlm«'c n( the Sovere |"n, was unconge nial

to the feelings of the Majority, as being, in truth, incompatible with
their ambitious views of keeping their Constituents a separate and con-
centrated body, obedient to the political doctrines which they could con-
vey in the French language, either openly or in a covert manner,
through the medium of Notaries and Priests.

* The British Settlers, persisting always in the support of the local Govern-

ment, were at length completely worsted in 1827 ; and from all those places, only
two Members were returned, who were uncompromising Supporters of the Execu-
tive: the late Election, in fact, exhibited rather a triumphant progress of the Ru-
lers of the Country, than the solicitation of votes and iuterest which, in othe

Countries, bumbles, (or a time, the Candidates before the Electors.
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This Session; which heean on the 8th of January and ended on
the Sth of April, 1801, i rerorkable as aftording a curious instance
of the uncompromising tenacity of the Constitucifts of the Assembly,
who then, as inthe year 1827, pn‘si.«c-(l in re-cleeting the old Mem-
bers. however obnoxious to Government : indecd, for the twenty years
last past, //"n‘// Lave sent into the H nowrable Thpuse, ten Members out
:_,/" 1//('_/.‘/?'/1, who would vever be admilted intod any respe table com -
i Charles Baptiste Bouc had been expelled from the last House
of .-\««n'hl)'. in consequence of a px‘v\'iulls conviction of ('nmpir;u Y
with others, to defraud Etienne Drouin of divers sums of Money @ ne-
vertheless, this obnoxious character was trinmphantly re-clecte d as a
Member of the Touse of Assembly, for this third Parhiament, [rom
which he was again speedily expelled.  The enlightened  Electors of
the County of Eftingham, resolved to overact the part of those who
reelected John Wilkesy of infumous memory, elected, for the third
time, the same Charles"Baptiste Boug, whose annual annoyance could
only be pl‘v\'m‘.tul by an Act of the Legislature, necessary in Lower
Canada, and unpr(‘(x‘(lvntcd elsewhere, ¢ jor disqualifytng and res-
training Charles Baptiste Bouc from being elected, and sitling and
voting as a Member of the House of Assemlly.”

This Session is remarkable, by the number of Acts passed, and
the varicty of subjects brought into discussion. The Crown Law-
vers and two Judges of the Court of King's Bench, being Members
of the House, important explanations and amendments of the Laws,
were suggested by their experience; while deference to them facili-
wated the concurrence of the Legislative Council in those amend-
ments. Be it always, however, remarked, that nothing of the prinei-
ples or practice of English Law was introduced : French Laws were
explained and eulogised, in French ; and, His Majesty’s coin ex-
cepted, the House of Assembly was always disposed to quarrel with
every thing not presentgd in a French style.

Then follow some explanatory characteristics of the Executive,
showing that the local Government limited its endeavours to obstruct
the developement o1 a vicious C nstitution, instead of taking decisive
measures jor ils reformation, by appealing to His Majesty’s Mu isters,
and exhibiting, in true colours, its destructive effects upon British
Colonization and Commerce, and upon the interests of the Iu'mpirv at
large. The Annual Session of the Provincial Parliament, was opencd
on the 11th of January, gnd ended on the 5th of April, 1802 ; and
is remarkable, by the deference shown to the Commands of His Ma-
jesty, with respect to the encouragement of the Culture of Hemp,
for which an Act was passed this Session, producing a costly experi-
ment, which nothing but the ignorance of the British Government,
as to the political and moral statg of the Colony, could have recom-
mended. Besides the principal auses of failure already alluded to,
and which were neither unfavourable soil nor climale, we may mention,
that -among an uncducated and unenterprising peasantry, it requires
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extraordinary encouragement to induce the cultivation of any article,
without a more immediate view than Foreign Conmerce. The Agri-
cultural Societies afterwards established i Lower Canada, better un-
derstood  the preferable objects of encowragement. The nnprove-
ment of the breed of Cattie and HHogs, and the mercased cul-
ture of tytheable Grain, have been their principal objects; and
considering the influx of British Emigrants,

under every disadvin-
tage, we may even suppose that the

culture of llv'l-p. and its pre-
paration for a Forcign Market, may be reintroduced in Lower Cana-
dl. and more particularly into the Towns ships where the interest of

e Clergy to lvu\un tlu cultivation of any ariicle not subject to
l\lh( (lm\ not exist :

he e xpe riment secms de sperate in Sc xmmnml
Lands ;

but the nnpmlinn nts to success there, form only additional
wotives to give it a fair trial clsewhere.

This Sesston, in the despatch and extent of Public Business, shows
the importance of the interests which occasionally united in influenc-
ing the march of the Administration, and likewise the facilities given
by the Exccutive Councillors, Members of the House, who were en-
abled to state whether Measures on"m.md by the Assembly, would
in no wise interfere with His Majesty’s Prerogatives. It voill hereaf-
ter appear, that when the jealousies and intrigues of the Majority had
prejudiced the Electors agatnst voling for Executive Councillors
prevented almost any person connected with the Executive, /)’um
a scat, Measures were passed by the Assembly u]):ulul///, in
shape, as necessitated their rejection in the Legislative Council.,

A\n«»[hc r attempt was made by the .\I.ljnnt_\, this Session, to ¢se
tablish a pecuniary allowance for the Legislative services of the
Speaker and Members of the Assembly; and the Constitution not
havitg restrained individuals devoid of property, from being elected
this Measure was of vital importance to many poor Members, and
was with the utmost difficulty dcteated, by the influence of the Ex-
ecutive, and of those who considered it calculated still farther to de-
press the character and qualifications of future Candidates.

The seventh Chapter begins by stating the effects of the jealou-

sies between the House of A»unl)l), and the other branches of the
Government, in preventing €

and
//u:'/ug
such &

very spuu» of nnprmum nt which
could not be compassed by individuals and private associations, and

alludes to the effects of Foreign Commerce, and the enterprise of
Mercantile Men, in promoting the industry of the Country, under all
the disadvantages which arise from an incompetent Legislature,
equally ignorant of the principles of political economy, and of the re-
sources of the Canadas.

Among the British and Commercial Members of the Assembly,
there were some indefatigable individuals, who took every opportuni-
ty of the absence of a Majority of French Canadian \lunlnn. to
have tife frecdom of discussing their projects of nnpx()wnum and
appealing to the enlightened part of the public on their merits. This
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Session was opened on the 8th of February, and ended on the 11th
of April.  On the 1st of April, when the absence of many French
Canadian Members, and the well ascertained disposition of the Le-
gislative Council gave hopes of success, Mr. Young introduced a
Bill for enregistering Deeds affecting Real Property, granted by lis
Majesty under the 1 nglish Tenure of Free and Common Soccage :
this Measure would have produced good titles, and facilitated lhc
sale of the Township Lands by those who had obtained extensive
grants; but such was the hostility of the French Canadians to Bri-
tish Colonization, that the present and all future attempts to obtain
Register Offices, have been defeated in such a manner, as fo stigma-=
tise the House of Assembly as the patron of Mortgage Frauds, and 1o
throw a general odium over the Constituents of that [;o dy. The Legis-
lative C nuncnl, unwilling to participate in this odium, was, at dllhunt
times, induced to manifest . its desire to facilitate the publicity of all
encumbrances on property ; and, in order to deprive the Assembly
of any pretext of mterference with the French Laws which regulate
the Feudal Tenure of the Seigniories, that body in the year 1825, sent
down for concurrence, a Bill entirely confined to the Registration of
Sales and Encumbrances of Township Lands, and studiously avoiding
whatever could in anywise disturb the routine of the French Canadians
and their Feudal Lords ; but this Measure met with the customary
reception which the House of Assembly has always given to every
encouragement to Colonisation on British Principles, and to every're-
gulation which would afford a fair experiment of the effects of Bri-
tish Laws, in the most distant corner of Lower Canada. Indeed, no-
thing short of the interference of the Imperial Parliament, will be
necessary to enact Laws for the benefit of the Townships, which are ez-
clusively settled by Subjects of British origin, eager to obtain the ad-
vantages of DBrit ish L egislation.

This C hapter contains several characteristic features of the truly
Feudal and French picture of the Assembly, and deserves the par-
ticular attention of all those who doubt the difficulty, or rather the
impossibility, of rendering Lower Canada, under the present Con-
stitution, a British Colony in fact, as * = "as been in name, for more
than half a century. The business of this Session was much inter-
rupted by the absence of Members ; but the French Canadians took
care to be sufficiently strong in the House, to defeatall attempts at
innovation upon the old Laws and Customs of the Province, being
equally regardless of the numerous examples of improvement held
forth by the course of Legislation in France, England, the United
States of America and Upper Canada, and proving that Mr. Pitt’s
expectation that emulation, instead of jealousy, would characterise
the French Canadians, when insulated by his impolitic division of the
Province of Quebec, has entirely failed; and its failure has in no
small degree derogated from the correctness of his other Measures

1
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respecting Torcion Nations:—on this subject, how

over, we must re-
fer our readers to the account given i Dod-l

\nnual Register, of
the debate in Pueliiment upon the Constitutional Act, 31, Geo. 111,
Cap. 51,

We next give an account of the extraordinary Session, called by the
Licutenant Governor, in virtue of express .m.lnnn\ given tohim by a
|

chse of the new Militia Act. Olhcial l'utuhwmw of the renewal of

the war between Great Britain and the French and the Batavian Re-
publics arvived at Quebee o July @ in consequence of which the Le-
gislature of Lower Canada was summoned to meet on the 21st
Aungust, 1803, The promptitude with which the great Majority of
the Members took their seats, and renewed the temporary Acts tor
the better preservation of His .\I.LJ(‘\[V s Government and the regu-
Im m of Aliens, were subjects of tulugunn in the Speech of His Ex-

el lency.  But even this .shmt Session of ten days affords some sam-
p!m‘ of opposition to the Executive, and differences between the Le-
gislative Council and House of Assembly, worthy of being referred
to by our readers.

The Act, originating in the former body, entitled “an Act for the
more m'l;)/c ‘nu’)/‘r' tion of certain Acts of the Provincial Parliament,”
was carried through the \<s(-m|)|y with uch difficulty ; because the
authority given to the Executive to order the na(lnu3 f laws and
proclamations by the parish Priests was supposed to expose them to
be intluenced by the Government.  Mr. Joseph  Papineau strongly
nlmmul rlw measure ; and an attempt was made to Substitute the

aptains of  Militia in the room of the Priests, which however failed,
fn(mu the notorious circumstance that many of those

officers were
unable

to read correctly, and very much required the assistance of
the Priests, in order to understand their military as well as their other
dulies.

During the recess, the effects of the war, \x*"wm:h carried on by

Cireat Britain, alme )\t single-handed, against rm leon Ifuw'n/mrfr

the Ruler of France, pmdwul an extraordinary (]( 'mand for Canadian
l |/)(]n( C n) 2]1(- ], 1['\'1 mar k( ts . .H'(‘ l]l(‘ l)lm"\ SS ()f lll(' t)l(l. ﬂnll lh(‘
introduction of new branches of in (lll\!l\, particularly ship-building
and the manufacture of lumber and potashes, are mc ntioned.

The fifth and last Session of the third Parliament was opened 10th
February, and ended 2d May, 180+, It was a busy Session, in which
the financial system of taxing imported goods caused much debate
between the M: ajority and feeble \I"mxxt\ in the Iouse of Asse 'mbly.

When the proposed ways and means ot defraying the expense of

crecting Gaols and fin hm" Court Houses were debated, the Major-

ity, whose influential me mth were lawyers, notaries and habitants,

were assailed by a strong opposition out of doors on the part of the

Mercantile interest ; and this Chapter contains an extract from a Pre-

sentment of the Grand Jury of the District of Montreal,

of the British principle of defraying the
W

in favor
expense of local establish-
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ments by local assessments ; to which we request the particular atten-
tion of our readers. It is needless to repeat that this opposition was
fruitless, and merely tended to show, that, under the present Constitu-
tion, the merchants will Al\nl\q hu\(' to comp lain that then interests
and those of commerce are (<)|1>L1nl|} sacrificed to the immediate in-
terests of those who completely lead the peasantry, by flattering
their prejudices. But, to understand the scope of' the general mea-
sures of finance proposed by the Majority, it is particularly necessary
to recollect that under the present Constitution, men of laroc property
have no direct influence in the Legislature, or at elections, and are en-
tirely at the mercy of the forty shilling vassal of a_feudal Setgneur, who
sits in the House of Assembly, well tutored by the lawyers and notaries to
harass the commercial and other capitalists, and to make all their under-
takings tributary to_feudal burthens, and taxation for local and general
purposes. Capital in Lowér Canada is thus deprived of its legitimate
ir]ﬂumz(‘r, and driven to seek .\‘ecuri!y uu([(‘rgor(’rnmcnls more u‘im/y
constiluled.

Besides diffcrences with the Legislative Council, the M;lj(ﬂ'it)’ of
the House of Assembly distinguished this Session, by calling in
question the Prerogative of the Crown respecting His Majesty’s rights
to certain lots of ground in the City of Montreal, intended to be
granted as the scite of a new District Gaol. This, being only the
forerunner of other attempts to interferec with Iis Majesty's ter-
ritorial rights, is worthy of the attention of our readers, and will pre-
pare their minds for the consideration of the various grievances al-
leged by the candidates for votes at the approaching general election,
which are briefly noticed in our succeeding Chapter. Meantime, the
quorum of the Assembly having been reduced to twelve members by
the casting vote of the Speaker, the Parliament was at length proro-
gued, with Sir Robert Shore Milnes’ usual tribute ot applause.
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CHAP. XIV.

RECAPITULATION

CONCLUDED.

Our retrospect and recapitulation have embraced™nore topics than
we at first intended ; but we shall endeavour to be as brief and rapid
as our anxiety to fix the attention of our readers upon some salient
points of the ambitious progress of the Majority of the House of As-
scimbly. may permit.

Our cighth Chapter opens withan analysis of the grievances declaim-
ed upon at the genceral election; by which it appears that nothing less
than the regulation of all theaffairsof the Constituents on the old French
and fendal system would bave been satisfactory.  The predominancy
in population was boldly stated, as if the country had been free and
independent, to entitle the French Canadians to a predominancy in all
the civil offices of honor and profit, leaving to the conquering power
the empty name of a mere military protector. Meantime, the imagi-
nation of the orators ran wild as to the bappiness which would arise
to the “ Nation ('unm//'('unc,” if, as in the House of Assembly, a
M: |Jor1t\ of French Canadian Roman Catholics existed in the Exe-

cutive and Legislative Councils, extending the national ipfluence
through every civil and religious departmient.  The Oligarchy, formed
by the temporary coalition of a minority of French Canadian Roman
Catholic Placemen with Prgtestant intruders, was the particular ob-
ject of oblm]ny ; and at this time all the civil officers of the Govern-
ment were indiscriminately stigmatised asbeing engaged in a conspiracy
to n.nnnpuhw all the ienefits of office for themwlu S .md their children.
‘T'he principal topics of declamation were, however, of a prospective
nature : few, indeed, and frivolous, were the grievances which could be
alleged as actually existing ; but many were stated to be in prospects
Because Lower Canada was a l)cpcndcncy of Great Britain, it was al-
leged that continual attempts would be made to introduce heavy taxa-
tion ; and the Presentment of the Grand Jury of Montreal, in favor
of an Assessment for building a District Gaol, was given as a pre-
sumptive proof that direct taxes would be the order of the day, if ex-
traordinary efforts were not made to return all those of the old mem-
bers, who pledged themselves to oppose such burthens.

The fourth House of Assembly contained an unusual number of
small proprietors holding their lands under Seigneurs, subject
to annual rents, mutation fines, and other feudal burthens, who con-
ceived themselves already sufficiently taxed by the tmmemorial custom
of the country.  Their habits of thought were almost hereditary from
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father to son : and, while the 'y were alarmed by the specetre of dircet
taxation, they could not conceive how the plu( luce of direcet taxes
could be .mphul to enhance the value of their lands, nor conncct
their interest with the general improvement of the country In their
restricted view, the operations of the M u//,u/ were Jor s s /( interest ;
while those of the Lawpyer, N tary and Priest were ¢! hiiey! Y //(m/.(un to
their employers.  'The new members were entirely under the controul
of the Lawyers and Notaries, and increased the strength of the Ma-
jority against all Assessments and direct taxes, and in favor of taxces
on Merchandise.

Sir Robert Shore Milnes, and the Majority of the Exccutive Coun-
cillors, having no other objcct than to obtain the means of carrying
on the Government, took no decided part in the financial question as
to the objects of taxation ; and the commercial inun\t was in lhc
minority in the Legislative Council as well as in the House of
sembly.

The repeated defeats of all attempts to modify the Feudal Tenure
could not however deter some young members of the \\ﬂllll)], from
agitating the question, and det: nlm'r the numerous impediments to the
progress of the Colony in .ndnxn\ both agricultural and commercial,
which that tenure entailed.  The u«'h'h ( hapter accordingly gives
an interesting discussion upon the Bill introduced by Mr. Jokn Cald-
well, “to enable the .S‘('/:_t;')uvurx\' of this Province to 4’0;11/)1)11//(/, for their
feudal rights and dues, with their vassals and censitaires.” The House
of Assembly would not even go into Committee upon this Bill, which
was considered as calculated to encourage Protestants to intrude
themselves into the parishes and towns, diminishing not only the tythe
to the Priests, but also the number of votes at clcetions in favor of
French Canadian predominancy.

The influence of foreign commerce, and the indefatigable persever-
ance of interested individuals, produced several Acts connected with
the local nmplu\uncn( of the country this Session; and it is a painful
subject of re flection, that all the attempts of v«ll intetioned indivi-
duals to coalesce the inhabitants of British origin with French Cana-
dians, in Libraries, Banks, Insurance Companies, Ilotcls, Assembly
Rooms, and cven Cencerts of Music, have endedin discord and com-
plete division.  This incompatibility of temper is entirely owing to the
ambition of pre >dominan cy engendered by a Constitution, \\lJ( hinits
progress ex: isperated those tul ngs of llt)\ll]ll\, which (hulng thirty
years after the Conquest: “(l("’l..dll ly softened down, permitting the
closest tics which bind tnml Cs tw'((hu to take pl..u frequently ;
and French Canadians and Britons, were described by (mullun as
amalgamating into one people, in the year 1784.

The same Chapter states the conclusion of Sir Robert Shore
Milness Administration, and gives grounds ut\mlvi(‘iun, that his Re-
port to His Majesty’s Ministers \\nuld have avoided any distinct views
of the defocts of the Constitution, and of the permancnt causcs which
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would prevent the Colony from being Anglified, and rendered usceful,
instead of being embarrassing, to the Imperial Government.

After Sir Robert Shore Milnes had obtained lcave of absence
on account of his declining health, the Ionorable Thomas Dunn,
a Puisne Judge of Iis Majesty’s Court of King's Benceh for e
District  of Quchee, succeeded to  the lun[nn"l\ Administra-
tion of the Government, under the utle of President, and i
virtue of his being the oldest Protestant member of the Exccutive
Council.

‘The administration of this old gentleman was still less fit, than that
of his predecessor, to hold the balance between the French and Lng-
Lish parties, or to shicld the minority of English mhabitants from the
clicets of the systematic encroachments ot the House of \\\t-nxi;ly
upon ilis \l‘xjv\t\"s Prerogative, and the detestation evinced by that
body against British [)HHU[)]Ls of law and finance.

The sccond Session of the fourth Provincial Parliament l)t‘mn 20th
February, and ended 19th April, 1806 5 and it acquired distinction
from the opportunity which the I'rench Canadian Mujority seized,
during this weak administration, to render the constructive privileges
of" the 1ouse of Assembly nppus\nu to that liberty of speech and
writing which, though not a I'rench, is at least an E nwll\h birthright.
The maleyolent passions gave animation to this Session; and 1luy
were chiefly excited by the well founded complaints of the then pow-
erful body of merchants, against the systemof taxing merchandise for
all purposes, adopted by the House oi” Assembly, from reasons alvea-
dy mentioned, connceted  with the pquhus and numediate
interests of the majority of the members, and of their I'rench
Canadian constituents.

The merchants, and others, friendly to British principles, contended
that local establishments, such as court-houses, vu/v and houses of cir-

rection, should be (/t//(l//( d by assessments or di /u’ taxes upon the dis-
tricts, counties and cities for whose be ‘nefit I//('y might be re \/m//u/z, re-
quired. The toasts* at a public dinner, given in honor of the mem-
bers, who had supported those British principles of taxation, having
been published in the Montreal Gazette, were voted “a libel on the
House of Assembly .md on the other branches of His M: jesty’s Gov-
ermment; and Isaac 1odd, Esquire, the President of the dinner
party, and Mr. Edwards, the Printer of the Montreal Gazette, were

ordered to be taken into custody of the Scrjeant at Arms.

But those two individuals were not the only objects of persccution.

* The toasts alluded to are given verbatim in the cighth Chapter ; and it must
be a memorial of the madness of party spirit, that they should bave been made the
grounds of prosecution by a House of Assembly, pretending to be the most zealous

and disinterested friends of political and personal rights ; it is abundantly evident

idea of liberty and right
with mere power, which, hike the other good m...m, of this life, they wish to mono-

polise, if that were possible, for themselves and their duuud.mb, to the exclusion
of all others,

that the French Canadians and their Leadeors confound the
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Mr. Thomas Cary, the intelligent proprietor and editor of the Que-
bee Morcury, having accompanied his usual report of the proceedings
of the House with some remarks, reprobating the rigorous course in-
tended against the Editor of the Montreal Gazette, incurred the high
displeasure of the Majority, who, retrograding half a century in search
of British precedents, declared it a high breach of their privileges, for
any individval to presumeto give to the public an account of the pro-
cecdings of the House of Assembly.  Mr. Cary wasordered into the
custedy of the Serjeant at Arms ; but having, by humble petition, ex-
Jresse d his sorrow for having given unintentional offence, the Touse,
thizking probably that they were advancing too fast to the reign of
terror, erdered his discharge.

Nothing is more pitiable than such attempts to obtain respect for
persons and principles which do not deserve it ; and those violent and
injudicious proceedings of the popular branch against the Press, had a
very difierent effect from what it vainly expected.

Several well written communications, calling in question the right
of the House of Assembly to arrest a Subject of His Majesty by its
Speaker's \\:Yrr:mt, appearcd in the Quebec Mercury ; and this con-
structive right was considered so worthy of regulation, that aclause in
the Union Bill of 1822, prohibited its exercise before it should have
been enacted by the proposed new Legislature, and declared neces-
sary for the support of its dignity.

On the 4th March, Mr. Bedard, secanded by Mr. Berthelot, ob-
tained a Resolve for the appointment of a Committee of nine Mcm-
bers, to prepare an Address and Memorial to His Majesty, beseech-
irg His Majesty not to exercise his right of disallowing the late Act
of the Legislature, providing means for building Gaols for the Dis-
tricts of Quebee and Montreal.

This Address and Memorial, as finally voted 18th March, is re-
viewed in the same Chapter : its misrepresentations of facts, alledging
what was false, and suppressing what was true, in the state of the
country, and in the'science of political economny, were mixed up with
the usual portion of sentiments of loyalty and attachment to His Ma-
jesty’s person and government, and with such occasional touches of
flattery to the Constituent body, that it may be cousidered a fair
sample of that coquetting behaviour which distinguished the Majori-
ty, who were too ambitious to serve either His Majesty or the Na-
tion Canadienne, thinking only of serving the intcrest of them-
sclves and of their immediate adherents.

The commercial minority was partially conciliated this Session by
some regulations of trade, and by a vote of one thousand pounds for
the improvement of the Lachine Rapids ; but, towards the end of the
Session, the Majority lost their temporary good humour, by the rcfu-
sal of the President to make an advance of seven hundred and fitty
pounds, to defray the cxpense of translating into French, and prmr‘-
g for the use of the Members of the Asscmbly, Hattscll's Frece-
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dents of Procecdings in the House of Commons. Such an apnlieation
of money for the mere purpose of /)Im/ //u rin Frewch what Y e Mem-
bers should have endcavoured to sindy in the Lnoxlish tonyue, was thousht
to be deserving of the previous consideration of the other branches of
the Lerislature.

The President does nbt appear this Session to have been treated with
the respect (Lw to his station by the Assembly ; and, rhmr'h in hrunble
imitation of his predecessor, he l""l some comnliiments to both
Houses in his closing Speech, it is probable that he was far from be-
ing satisfied ; and though he suppressed all expression of per:anal
feeling on the subject of a want of ctiquette in the intercourse of the
Members with him, he could not avoid lamenting the non-attendance
of half the constitutional number, and the frequent adjournments for
want of a quorum.  All the Acts passed this Session were temporary,
according to the systematic policy which endeavours to make the
House n{ \“eml)l\ the reculator and controller of the march of the
Administration, and to enable that body to connect its power with the
continually recurring legislative wants of a progressive Colony.

O:ur ninth Chapter begins with stating  the progress of Commerce
and Industry in Lower Canada, which is ascribed to the demand for
the productions of the Canadas, and of the neighbouring States, in
the British Markets, in consequence of the war in LEurope, and the
Decrees of the French Emperor, which interrupted the intercoarse
of England, with the Continent of Europe, and more particularly
with the Northern Powers; making the great channel of the Saint
Lawrence impurl int, in facilitating supplies of Naval Stores.

After stating the extraordinary encouragement given by the P
liament of (xr( at Britain, to the (-'np!()\lmnt ot Capital in the Colo-
nial Lumber Trade, and showing the advantages which Upper Cana-
da, and those American States which l)nnlu on the River St. Law-
rence, derived from it, allusion is made to those peculiar characteris.
tics of the French Canadians, and of their incompetent House of
Assembly, which”prevented them from heving the principal share of
the benefits derived from the resort of hundreds of Vessels to Que-
bec, making two voyages annually, and carrying to British Ports,
TL.umber, Pot and l’v.nl Ashes, Wheat, Flour, and Provisions. The
indirect benefits to the native population, wére indeed great; but we
venture to assert that, until the Leaders of the French Canadians can
be induced to second the policy of British Colonisation, by facilitating
the combinction of their Constituents with the Upper Canadians, and
with Emigrants from Great Britain and from the United States, they
will have little share in clearing the Waste Lands, and establishing
new Settlements in this Province. ‘Till this desirable combination
take place, we shall continue to sec them and their Representatives
envious of the prosperity, though not emulous of the industry, of
their neighbours.
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The third Session of the fourth l‘rminri»ul Parliament, was opened
by President Dunn, on the 21st of Janu iy, and closed on the 160h
{ ‘\lwil, 1807. It was not remarkable I\u many il'l})l)l'?‘l'l' Meis
sures brought to moaturity 5 but a variety of projects are mentioncd,
imdicating that the Commercial and other interests were urgent for
Legislative guidance and  encouragement.  The House of Assembly
was, however, chicfly anxious to extend and secure the powers la-
vished upon it by the Constitution: and the »\(‘t 7, Geo. I11.. Cap.
16, containing regulations for the conduct of Returning Oiiicers,
contributed to discourage Candidates of” British ().lf_‘lll‘ from op-

vosing those of I'rench origin, at future Llections.

On the 2tth of Fepruary, the attempt to obtain a pecuniary al-
lowance for the Spe: aker and Members of the Assen ubly, was rencew-
ed; but it so completely failed, that since that period, an allowance
for Legislative services has been  considered  disreputable, except in
the case of the Speaker, who, as a se»vant of the IHonouralble Iouse,
lhas been deemed a fit object of hire; and since the year 1817, by a
compromise with the Legislative Council, stipulating an equal allow-
ance, to the Speaker of th.lt body, those Officers ]1 we each received
a salary of one thousand pounds, for the service of three months, the
usual duration of a Session of the Legislature.

Though no Acts of importance were passed this Session, several
connected with local convenience and police, occupicd muc h of the
time of the IHouse ; and the President, in his closing Speech, had
fair opportunity of imitating his predecessor in praising the Asscm-
bly, which would, however, have been more gratified with his assent-
ing to pecuniary reward.

Next follows an account of some important cvents in Europe and
in America, which had a powerful influence on (\m'u]: in - affairs.—
The British Ministry, familiarly called ¢ all the Talents,” which I‘“"
mised so much, and pulurnml so little, was finally wrecked on the
rock of Catholic Emancipation; and, in the months of March ard
Apri]. 1807, a 'l'm‘_y and Anti-gallican Administration was establish-
ed, which, possessing the unbounded confidence of His Majesty, ral-
lied around it the great body of the Dritish Nation, and eventually
obtained what \Ir. Pitt desired in vain—the deliverance (1/ LEurope
from the yoke of France, and the <p4(w(//,nr of \I//I/.NJ, i addition
to Maritime Power and reputation. for their Country.

We also show the progress of the hostile (llk])()\lll()ll of the Gov-
ernment of the United States towards Great Britain, accelerated by
the unauthorised, though cxcusable zeal of Admiral Berkely ; whose
orders to take, by force of arms, if necessary, certain Deserters from
His Majesty's Navy y, forming part of the Crew of the American Iri-
gate Chesapeake, were stn(tl\ executed b) Captain Humphries.

Those events are partic ul.n]_) detailed in the same Chapter, as in-
fluencing Canadian affairs, causing the appointment of Sir James

.
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Henry Craig, as Governor General, and leading to the unprecedent-
ed mode of hostility adopted by the American Government, under
President Jeflerson, which, by the prolonged Embargo on American
Vessels, produced a contraband Trade from the Frontiers of the Uni-
ted States, through Lower Canada, pouring Wealth, Capital and
Commercial Enterprise, into that Province, for two shipping seasons,
and affording a stimulus to improvement, which a competent and im-
partial House of Assembly, would have made a lasting benefit to the
Country and to their Constituents, as well as to the Subjects of Bri-
tish origin.

The fourth Session of the fourth Provincial Parliament, was open-
ed by Sir James Henry Craig, Governor General, on the 29th of
January, and ended on the 4th of April 1808 ; and, as the inefficient
Administration of President Dunn, had left much business in arrear,
the urgency for despatch was proportionably increased. Owing to
the American Embargo, and the influx of Commerce, the establish-
ment of a Bank was a favourite project, as the means of obviating
the inconvenience of a continual drain of specie in payment of Amer-
ican Produce: the regulation of the increasing Lumber Trade, was
also an important object ; but, as the primary design of our essay Is
the developement of the ambition of the Leaders of the House of
Assembly, we chiefly recapitulate what has a bearing on that subject.

Our political hypothesis, resting chiefly upon the effects of an in-
judicious Constitution, which has tempted the French Canadian Ma-
jority to aspire to exclusive domination, will receive much support
and illustration from the conduct of the House of Assembly, this
Session. At an early period, a resolve was carried by a Majority of
21 to 5, ““that Ezekiel Hart, Esquire, professing the Jewish Religion,
cannot vote nor take a seat in this House.” This expulsion was equal-
ly contrary to the Constitution, and to an Act of the British Parlia-
ment, which, in the Reign of Geo. I1., had conferred all the rights
of British Subjects upen all Jews, who might have resided seven
years in any Colony belonging to Great Britain.

The next unconstitutional Measure, was the Bill introduced by
Myr. Bourdages, for disabling Judges from sitting and voting in the
House of Assembly ; which Bill was passed on the 4th of March, by
a Majority of 17 to 8; and, as an inducement to the Legislative
Council to concur in the Measure, its wily partizans alleged that
the Judges would be more useful to the Country and to His Majesty’s
Service, by being called to sit and vote in the Upper House ; from
which, succeeding Assemblies have, during many Sessions, endeavoured
to expel them likewise. 'The Legislative Council, however, perceiving
nothing in the Constitution to warrant this Bill, rejected it, leaving
to the judgment of the Electors, to choose Representatives possess-
ing their confidence, from all classes not proscribed by the Letter of
the Constitution, which could only be altered by the Imperial Parlia-
ment, or by the joint concurrence of the three branches of the Provin-
cial Legislature.

X
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Having shown a desire to introduce a Religious Test, as a qualifi-
cation for a seat in the House of Assembly, and also to prevent the
choice of their Constituents from falling upon the most respectable
class of His Majesty’s Servants, the Majority next procecded to in-
terfere with the  Prerogative of the Sovereign, and to obstruct the
progress of the English Tenure of Lands ; which Free Tenure was
well known to be the principal remaining attraction to Settlers of Dri-
tish origin, upon the Waste Lands of the Crown, that is to say, four
fifths of Lower Canada, which they preferred to sce inhabited by wild
beasts, rather than by Settlers of DBritish origin.

On Thursday the 24th of March, on Motion of Mr. Bedard, it was

esolved, ¢ That this House will, on Monday neuxt, take inlo consi-
*“ deration the alterations which it may be capedient to establish, touch-
“ ing the nature and consequences of Grants in Free and Common
“ Soccage, and the precautions nccessary to be adopted to prevent the
“ Crown Lands from being settled by Strargers, professing principles
“ nimical to those necessary for preserving this Country to Ilis Ma-
« Jesty's Empire.”

‘This new project, though cloaked in the mantle of devotion to
His Majesty’s Empire, was scen through by the Governor General ;
and the Majority of this Assembly, more prudent than their succes-
sors, restricted their warfare to less noble game than the high Prero-
gative of the Crown, which secures to His Majesty, in hig/Colonics
and Conquests, the choice of’ Purchasers and Secttlers of fhe Waste
Lands. The French Canadians must indeed make out a very strong
case, and prove that they have been disturbed in the enjoyment of thewr
actual possessions, before they have the shadow of an cquitable right
to complain against the policy pursued by His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, in replacing the ravenous ln-;xs:sﬁqf' the Canadian forests, by
human beings of any nation, not even €xe€pting the dispersed chil-
dren of Isracl.

In the same Chapter, we criticise a varicty of Laws and Projects,
showing that the urgent circumstances of a Commercial Colony, will
induce interested Persons to petition for regulations, which, from the
want of a congenial spirit in the Fundamental Laws, must be inefi-
cient, and a mere lure to the hazard and destruction of the property
of the Subjects.  This remark particularly refer to the Incorporation
of Banking Establishments in Lower Canada, before oblatning the ne-
cessary pml(’c‘lion of property, and the publicity of its mutations and
encumbrances, by Register Offices.

From the want of the spirit of” British Legislation in the T'unda-
mental Laws of Lower Canada, every attempt to introduce British
Commercial Institutions and great undertakings, has been attended
with much danger and inadequate success ; and political jealousics
continually interfere to embarrass and weaken associations among
persons belonging to the learned professions ; Commultces of Trade,
Steam-Boat Companies, Banks, Insurance Officcs, and Theatres, ¢x-
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tending cven their disorganising  effects to ‘\"w('icti(‘s for promoting
Religion and Liducation, .md for charitable J)1 HOSes.

We next remark upon the important Act l w tlur T'iial of Contro-
verted Lilections.  This Act, 48, Geo. I11., Cap. 21, has been recent-
ly repealed by the Act 5, Geo. 1V., Cap. 5, which, extending and
modifying the previous enactments, ‘Z\‘.\'r.\‘(‘()llll)lt‘l(‘ scope to that prin-
ciple of universal suffrage, which, under the present Constitution,
will sccure to the French Canadians, an overwhelming Majority in
the House of Assembly.

In closing #iis busy Session, the Governor General, aware of the
approaching General Election, did not express that disapprobation of
I"“' of the Proceedings of the Assembly, which he must have dcep-
Iy felt; and he pnm lpl”\ called the attention of both Houses, to
the uncertain relations existing between Great Britain and the Uni-
ted States, and their duty to fortify the minds of the people with
courage and loyalty, for the purpose of defending their Country, and
sccuring the blessings conterred upon them l)) His Majesty's Go-
vernment.

Our tenth Chapter commences with describing the Oligarchical
Association, called the Quebec Junta, which the Government had
gradually permitted to be formed, as a kind of defence against the
increasing ambition of the House of Assembly. This Junta, closely
connected with the Executive, comprised several French Canadian
Placemen, and still continues to be a specimen of those anomalous

associations, which a defective political Constitution inevitably intro-
daces into any Cduntry ; and, in Lower Canada, though many of
the Members have been merely actuated by private views, it has ne-
ver entirely forfeited the confidence of the British Settlers, who have
been justly impressed with the opinion, that its influence, on the
march of the Administration, was more favourable to them, than the
Measures originating in the House of Assembly.

This ()lnnudn, consisting of the Executive, the Majority of the
Legislative C ouncil, Judges, ervn Lawyers and Placemen, still af-
hn(.vd some protection to Brmsh prmcnplc and improvement ; and it
was therefore the constant object of the jealousy of the Majority of
the House of Assembly, which jealousy was considerably increased
by the countenance which had been given to a Newspaper called the

Quesec MERCURY, wholly printed in the English Language, and oc-
cupied with extracts and discussions calculated to show the want of
British Laws and improvements. 'To counteract the influence of this
English Press, the Irench Canadian Leaders, during the Administra-
tion of President Dunn, established a Newspaper called the Cay4-
prey, printed wholly in French, and entirely devoted to the am-
bitious views of the Majority of the House of Assembly, whick could
chiefly be promoted by keeping the whole Province attached to the L aws,
Language and Manners which existed at the Conquest, concentraung
their Constituents as a separate people, predominating eventually in
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every department of the Government, over the Subjects of British
origin, who, except in Quebec and Montreal, and in the Townships,
might be said to be scattered in weak unconnected parties through-
out the Seigniorial Grants of the King of France, and the Roman
Catholic Parishes.

Among the characteristics of the Canadien Newspaper, should be
particularly mentioned the mixture of abuse of the local Govern-
ment, and of the British Settlers, with exaggerated expressions of
loyalty to the King, and devotion to the Imperial Government, who
were always represented as friendly to the ascendancy of the French
Canadians, and to the full developement ot a Constitution, which fa-
cilitated to the latter, an exclusive domination in Legislation and
Finance, while it impeded the Anglification of the Colony, and the
resort of all Settlers of British origin.

During the General Election of Members for the fifth House of
Assembly, in June 1808, the disappointment of Mr. J. A. Panet, in
his expectation of being re-elected for the City of Quebec, ascribed
to Executive intrigue, produced.such opprobrious violence in the
pages of the Canadien, as drew the attention of the Governor; and
Myr. Panet being one of its Patrons, he was dismissed from his Lieu-
tenant Colonelcy of the Militia, and received a private intimation
from the Provincial Secretary, Mr. Ryland, that this disgrace was
owing to the seditious tendency of his Speeches and Writings insert-
ed in the Canadien Newspaper. .

The same Chapter next describes the firmness, And consis-
tency, with which Sir James Craig defended the posirm“? which his
own principles and the conduct of the Majority at the Election, had
dctcnpﬂncd him to take in favour of the Subjects of British birth and
origints From this new and commanding position, he reviewed the
state of the Country, unipfluenced, Jor a time, by the temporising
views of the Quebec Junta, and perceived with sorrow, the multipli-
ed grievances of the British population, and resolved to éxert him-
self for their redress. These grievances are detailed, and can bg
readily ascribed, by our intelligent readers, to the virtual exclusfon
of that population from influence in the House of Assembly, and
the inimical effects of French Laws upon British Colonisation, Com-
merce, and general improvement. ‘

The Provincial Parliament was summoned to meet, for the des-
patch of business, on the 10th of April, 1809 ; and Mr. Panet hav-
ing peen chosen Speaker, and contrary to expectation, approved by
His Excellency, the Session was opened with a long Speech, in which
the warlike exploits of Great Britain, and her unsatisfactory regocia-
tions with the United States, were reviewed, and Measures of do-
mestic Legislation were recommended for the permanent encourage-
ment of that industry, which the temporary stimulus of the Ameri-
can Embargo, and the influence of external Commerce, had called
forth. An interesting extract from His Excellency’s Speech, given
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in the same Chapter, excited much discussion in the House of As-
sembly ; but, except that he described the internal jealousies, against
which he cautioned the Members, as being without cause or !uunda-
tion, we conceive that His Excellency’s remarks were scasonable and
just.  The Majority well knew that jealousies of the most prejudici-
al nature, must always exist under the present Constitution, paralys-
ing the efforts of the Executive for every purpose of public improve-
ment, and impeding every Measure recommended to the House of
Assembly, by the other branches, for the promotion of British Colo-
nisation and Commerce.

This short Session, being the first and last of the fifth Provincial
P‘lrlmnwnt, is distinguished by that intemperate heat in the proceed-
ings of the Majority ()f thc House of A\wmhl), which 1s rc])r()l)ated
in {he Governor's clo Speech.  All objects of internal improve-
ment, for which the P##ions of enterprising Individuals covered the
Speaker’s Table, were postponed till the favourite questions of ex-
pelling a Jew and disabling Judges, could be disposed of.

The Bill passed by lhc pwudmg Assembly, for disabling the
Judges, having been rejected by the Legislative Council, the Ma-
jority of the present, containing several Members of a more revolu-
tionary character, now attempted to violate the Constitutional Act of
the Imperial Parliament, by excluding that respectable class of His
Majesty's Servants, by a simple Resolve ; which, if permitted, would,
in fact, have nullified the power of the other branches in all ques-
tions connected with the composition of the popular branch; but,
with respect to the Judges, this alarming course was suxpcndul for
the moment, to be afterwards renewed umuums/u//z/, however, in the
sixth Parliament. 'Fhe /re-expulsion of Ezekiel Hart, Esquire, the
Jew, who had been re-elected for the Borough of Three Rivers, took
place by a simple Resolve ; and the public sympathy and that res-
pect for principles of Religious Toleration, which befits British Sub-
jects, have never been displayed by again returning a Jew to serve as
a Member of the House of Assembly.

The accounts of the Revenue and Expenditure having shown the
prosperous state of the Finances, the Majority of the House of As-
sembly were encouraged to contemplate the assumption of the Civil
List, as will hereafter appear. We describe the motives of this en-
terprise, originating in the ambition of the popular branch to obtain
a complete controul over the expenditure of the produce of the taxes,
levied upon imparted goods, including British manufactures; this
subject, being connected with those differences on Finances, which
eventually brought the House of Assembly into direct collision
with His Majesty's Government, and produced that display of the
power of the French Canadian Leaders over their ignorant and preju-

diced countrymen, which now alarms all the other Subjects, is particu-
Igrly recommended to the attention of our intelligent and unprejudh
ced readers.
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From the revolutionary temper now openly displaved, it is needless
to state that Bills and other communications sent down from the Le-
pislative Council, were neglected by the House of Assembly, and
that the proceedings of this body soon exhausted the patience of the
(rovernor.

Accordingly, on the 15th May, Iis Excellency closed this short
Session; and intimared  his intention of dissolving the House of As-
sembly, and, in His Majesty’s name, appealing to the sense of the
peole. ”ia,.‘:]'c(‘(‘h, on this important occasion, exhibited that mix-
ture of military frankness, with disdain of compromise, which suited
his character, an:l formed an extraordin try contrast toall //1:'&/%'.’( hes of
his predecessors in the Administration of Lower Canade, under the
DBritish Crown.

Our eleventh Chapter contrasts the uniform result of an appeal, by
His Majesty, to the sense of his people in the United Kingdom, with the
result of appeals, made in his behalf by the Governors of Lower Ca-
nada, to the sense « fthe French Canadians. In the former case, the
reasons for dissolving the Parliament are approved by the election of
a majority of members of the House of Commons favourable to the
Ministry, and to the course of measures approved by His Majesty :
in the latter, the people have uniformly re-elected a majority of mem-
bers opposed to the Provincial Administration. To the permanent
causes of this contrast we bricfly allude, expressing our astonishment
that, witnessing, during twenty years a radical opposition in the po-
pular branch to the Local Administration, His Majesty's Ministers
have not persevered in appealing to the wisdom of the Imperial Par-
liament, to devise or approve a remedy for a disorder which already
exhibits Lower Canada in a state approaching to anarchy. That
anarchy, in the complete sense of the term, does not yet exist, is owing
partly to the powerful influence of the Imperial Government, partly to
the military force under the command of the Gowernor, but chiefly to
the want offenergy and orginisation in the adherents of the opposi-
tion, who, in time of peace, are called upon to contribute no money,
or labour, or service in a direct or burthensome manner; by the Local
Government. The opposition, therefore, at present, mere paralyses
the Government, in every cffort to_advance the improvgment of the
country and promote British Colonisation ; but the spirit of contempt
for authority is nevertheless fostered by the opposition ; and the ris-
ing generation of French Canadians, receiving a French education, may
in a few years exhibit that degree of boldness which their fathers have
not attained, and reduce into practice the political principles too long
tolerated in their Leaders. The Imperial Government will then find,
that, by neglecting the policy appr ved by the experience of other
nations, of assimilating the popular Y)ranch in Lower Canada to that
which produces attachment to the religion, language and glory of the
King in the United Kingdom, they have merely preserved military
possession of this Province, without that support of public opinion
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-
wtinguishes a free from a despotic Government, and a dutiful
co-operaion in the execution of laws, from mere submission to supe-

ror Jor

TheAlajority of the members of the dissolved Iouse of Assembly
made great exertions to be re-elected : and they sueceeded dnLﬂ) by
addressing the \'ilnit_v and prejudices of their ignorant constituents,
who were called upon to vindicate the rights which the Constitutional
Act was asserted to have couferred upon them, of" choosing represen-
tatives obnoxiousto the Government. Every consideration of prudence,
or apprehension of consequences, was treated with contempt in the
(anadien newspaper, which was circulated and read gratuitously
throughout the Roman Catholic Parishes.  Sir James Henry Craig's
person, and the supporters of his Government, were continual objects
of obloquy and ridicule; and reports of the disapprobation of his con-
duct, and of his al)ccdv recal dlld disgrace, by His Majesty, were fa-
Dricated as a mcans of enlisting the respect of the French Canadians
tor the Monarch, in the service ot those who had determined systema-
tically to oppose his Colonial Representative, whenever hie would not
submit to become the tool of their ambition. Those misrepresentacions
and intrigues are described at large in the eleventhChaprer, and prepare
the mind of the reader for the result.  The old members opposed to
(zovernment in the fifth Parliament were re-elected for the sixth; and
Sir James Henry Craig's well intended experiment to produce har-
mony had a contrary effect.

l)unwr the recess, His Excellency made a progress through the
new and old Settlements of the Province; and, while his l»\r.wn.xl obser-
vations confirmed the preceding reports of the grievances of the British
Settlers, p;lrticul' rly in the Townships, be experienced much satisfac-
tion from the progress which, under every disadvantage of French Laws,
Feudal Tenures, and an ill (()l)s[lll(tt‘(l House of \xwml)h, the Pro-
vince had made since he first visited it, during the American Revolu-
tionary war.

The Governor General, on his return to Quebec, learnt that the
unauthorised arrangement, by Mr. Erskine, of the differences with
the United States, had been disapproved by His Majesty's Ministers ;
and this event, diminishing the hope of a long continuance of peace
with that Country, is said to have disturbed his project of re-
pairingsthe defects of the Constitution of Lower Canada. On this
subject we beg leave to refer our readers to the same Chapter ; while
we hasten to recapitulate the procecdings of the first and only Session
of the sixth Provincial Parliament. It was open¢d on the 29th of
January, and closed on the 26th of Fcbruary, (1810.  Mr. Fanet
was re-elected Speaker ; and the Governor madéa Speech to both
Houses, calculated to impress upon their minds, the duty of giving
undivided attention to the means of preparing the Province to resist
the probable hostility of the Government of the United States, who,
by their dismissal of Mr. Jackson, His Majesty's new Plenipotentiary,
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had manifested no desire to preserve friendly relations.  His Excel-
lency ended his Speech, by announcing his having consulted His
Majesty’s Ministers on the subject of disqualifying the Judges, and
stating that he was authorised to give the Royal Assent to a Bill for
that purpose, in which both Houses of the Provincial Legislature
should have concurred.

Before replying to His Excellency’s Speech, the Speaker of the
Assembly, and the Majority, determined on recording, in the Journ-
als of the House, a protest against the reprimand which the Govern-
or had given them in his Speech at the Prorogation of the fifth Par-
liament. On the 3d of February, a resolve was accordingly passed,
characterising, as a breach of the privileges of the House of Assem-
bly, any attempt on the part of the other branches to dictate or cen-
sure its proceedings. Having thus, at the same time, cautioned His
Excellency, and all others, including virtually the Editors of News-
papers, to beware of censuring their proceedings, the Majority re-
turned to the newly discovered road of ambition, namely, that of ob-
taining a complete controul over the expenditure and application of
the Provincial Revenue, including the Territorial Revenue which had
accrued to His Majesty as the Suzerain or Superior of the Feudal
Seigneurs, and the produce of Duties levied by Acts of the British
Parliament, before the existence of the House of Assembly, as well as
the produce of Duties levied by Acts of the Provincial Legislature.
With this controul, the wily demagogues perceived that they might
eventually dictate to the Executive, the Salaries, and even the Ap-
pointments of every Officer in the Civil Department, and turn to the
advantage of themselves and their adherents, the whole expenditure
of the Revenue of the Colony.

With such views, as evidenced by the conduct of future Majori-
ties, comprising several Members of “the present, the House of As-
sembly intimated, by an Address to His Excellency, as well as by
Addresses to His Majesty, the Lords and Commons, which latter,
the Governor was requested to transmit, its determination to assume
the payment of all the necessary expenses of the Civil Government.
These Addresses, however, as our intelligent readers may suppose,
were couched in general terms, and did not insinuate that, in return
for this assumption, the British Government was expected to transfer
to the House of Assembly, the appropriation of Revenues rapidly in-
creasing, which had been established before the existence of that bo-
dy, nor that a change was contemplated, which would infallibly tempt
the Creature of the British Parliament to dicfate to its Creator. Sir
James Henry Craig,and his Counsellors, perceived the object of this
offer, though it was accompanied and cloked with all those expres-
sions of Duty, with which the machinations of an ambitious inferior,
are always presented to his superiors.

The answer of His Excellency, therefore, was extremely guarded ;
and he particularly insisted on the propriety and Constitutional right
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of the Legislative C Unllh'l to a concurrence in the Addresses of the

Assembly, not only as being a co- -ordinate branch of the L egislature,

but as being composed of Individuals having a large al.xkv in the

Country. This answer was not satisfactory to the Assembly; and,

with the view of censuring it l)) Resolve, it was referred to a Commit-

tee, principally (mnphsul of those Members who had planned the
new system of dictating not only to the Governor and the Legisla-
tive Council, but to the Imperial Parliament.

The Bill introduced for immediately disabling the Judges, having
been speedily passed, was returned by the Council, with an amend-
ment, postponing their ll)(.]l).l\ll\ till the end of the present Parlia-
ment. The Majority of the House of Assembly were anxious to
obtain the passage of this Act, but still more cager to relieve them-
selves from the presence of Junce DeponNE; and they therefore re
turned to a vote of expulsion ; and by a Majority of 19 to 10, they
declared his seat vacant ; they also rejected that part of the amend-
ment of the Legislative Council, which would have admitted of this
individual being re-elected or replaced by another Judge; and thus
brought themselves into collision, not only with the Legislative Coun-
cil and with the Governor’s instructions, but also with the Constitu-
tional rights of the Elective Body.

T'hese proceedings, leading to an application through the Speaker
of the House of Assembly, to His Excellency, to issue a Writ, in
His Majesty's name, for the Election of’ a Member for the County of
Qucbec, in the place and stead of the expelled Judge, placed the
Governor General in an unprecedented dilemma, from which he deem-
ed it necessary to extricate himself by a new Dissolution of the Pro-
vincial Parliament.

We refer our readers to the extracts from His Excellency’s Speech,
contained in the eleventh Chapter, which will shew the correct view
which he took of the proceedings of a House of Assembly, which
rather desired to provoke, than to deprecate the exercise of His
Majesty’s  Prerogative.  This ambitious, but shortsighted body
knew, like the fabulous Anteus, that in falling to the ground, it
would acquire fresh strength ; but it did not knu\\ that the Britsh
Hercules, according to our estimation of his genius, must eventu-
ally find means of destroying cvery_ particle of its offensive hos-
tility to DBritish Colonisation, rendering it totally inefficient in its
cfforts to give permanency to French Laws, Language and Charac-
teristics in any concentrated Association on the Continent of North
America, which every political and  philanthropic motive should induce

to be completely ENGLIsH.

Our twelfth Chapter gives a view of the temporary causes which
rendered the Governor's new appeal to the sense of the people to-
tally inefficient, for any purpose of ()hmmmg a House of Assembly
more favourablo to the views of the Executive, or to the interest of
British Laws, Language and Colonisation.

v
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The persons in authority, who had stigmatised the old Members ps
unworthy, of being re-elected, were chicfly Protestants of British birth
or descent, and naturally supposed to be partial to the Rcligzion, Laws,
Language and Manners of the great majorily of the [ "mited Kinodon
of Great Britain and Ireland. The event confirmed the previous -
ference which many disinterested reasoners had drawn, that the re-
pmlmtmn of Candidates for seats in the House of Asse mbly,by Gover-
nors and Councillors appointed by a Protestant and British King, would
berather a strong re ‘co'n;:)(‘m" ition to the favor of a people, whose religi-
ous and Anti-British prejudices had been so preposterously fostered by
the Legislative Actsof lhv' British P: m.mxcnr ln( great ‘x..xj(ml\ of the
Members of the sixth House of Assem! ly were persons who projes ed,
al least the Romish Religion, and the most persevering disposition to
oppose whatever could tend to inpovate upon the old French Laws,
or to disturb the hereditary routine of mml labour and amusement,
which distinguished their Constituents.

The old Members were so confident of the cfiects of the predilec-
tions of the constituent bod 'y that they at first derided (\U\ doubt
of success; but, puun.n'r the un [‘n cedented energy with which the
Fxccutive, its immediate adherents, and the Subjects of B ritish origin
prepared to oppose them, they re wlnl(ll the arms of ridicule and mis-
represe ntation. which Lad done them such good service at the previ-
ous clection. For this purpose, the newspaper f.e Canadien, w :1\..<h)p-
ted to furnish suitable texts for the oral comments of the Candidates
and their agents; and it was circulated at such  an extraordinary ex-
pense, as gave currency to an idle report, thigdt was partly supported
by the P Imnm tentidry of Napoleon Buonaparte, ncar the Goveru-
ment of the United States.

The Canadien, thus connected in the minds of the credulous, with
the intrigues and ambition of the 7% ant of" Europe, beeane the ob-
ject of additional dctestation and alarm to many persons well affeeted
to the Government.  Urged by them, and probably still farther stim-
ulated by the writings which it contained, the Governor General, by
the advice of the Lxecutive Council, ordered the ceizure of the
Canadicn Press, which, with all the ~>;|]m.~' found in thie Printing Of-
fice, was conveyed, under a military escort, to Quebecss This act was
followed up by such a display of lmh‘;;',' precautions, as induced
the well dis pm(‘d part of the community to believe, that an exte nsive

conspiracy against the Government b ad been discovercd.  They were
however, hi)(t(.l'\ umluu\ul, and led to suppose, that vicws of pre-
scrving the minds of the people from the contamination of the sedi-
tious sentiments, which flowed like a deluge from the Canadien Press,
were the |)l'ill(‘ill;l| motives of its scizure ; and, that the di=" y ot mi-

litary prepar ation was made as a_check upon the more vivicnt agita-
tors, who chiefly resided in thencichbourhood of the cities mnHm\n«
Afier an examination of the Papers found in the P rinting Office of
the Canadien, six persons only, three of them Members of the late
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Parliament, were taken into custody, by Warrants signed by the Ex-
cceutive Councillors, in virtue ut'thw power invested by the Act for the
better preservation of His Majesty's Government.
The same Chapter describes the lingering affection of many of ithe
Subjects of Brit n‘h origin, to the Constitution with all its defects,
e only mdl( ations of a wish to .lpnv.ﬂ to the Imperial
Government, for its suspension, with lhc view of its future modifica-
tion, which have come to the knowledge of the Writer.  This appeal

Y

was nol male insuch a form as would /(1 e encouraged the \Iiuis"r‘/ to

N
§]
and notices th

take the hish responsibility of ordering the temporary suspension of the
Constitution, or moving the Parliament on the s«bject, at a /)(’an/u/uu
thre was no cerlaiaty of an accommodation of differences with the Uni-
ted S'at
I
.

T
1(

e seventh Provincial Parliament met on the 12th of December,
1810, and was pror gued on the 21st of March, 1811 ; and the first
Session was disting 'mJlt d by greater industry and moderation on the
part of the House of Asse nhl\. than could have been expected.
I'he variety of reasons dllul"( d at the time to account for this
change, i3 mentioned, but not deemed  sullicient, more particularly
that which ascribed to the Majority, a settled determination to make
a moderate use of their triumph over the influence of the Executive
at the recent (e neral Election.

Mr. Panel was re-clected  Speaker, and approved by Mis Excel-
lency 5 who opened  the Stssion with a Specch confined to the rela-
tions between Great Britain and  the United States, and to local af-
fairs.  IHis Lixcellency recommended the continuation of the Acts
for the better preservation of His Majesty's Government, and the re-
culation ot Aliens ; and he ended His .\pu(h by promising to con-
cur in any Measures for'the public welfare, which both Houses might
]a(n:IA\ propose.

The Address of the Legislative Council, was an ccho to the
Speech; but the Majority of the House of Assembly, introduced
into the Address of that body, a marked disapprobation of the
use made by the Executive, of the powers conferred by the Act
for the better preservation of His. M ijesty’s Government Cand  this
paragray h was remarked upon in the Governor's reply.

‘This same Ch: ipter contams a lon'r detail of questions (v)nln cted
with local affuirs and proceedings on various Pctitions, which the
short Sessions and existences of lllc fifth and sixth Parliaments had
kept in arrear.

On the 20th of March, this busy Session was closed with the in-
teresting and impressive farewell Speech ot Sir James Henry Craio,
which is the more worthy of being referred to ; because we may con-
jecture from it, that the R teport of his Administration to the Prince
Regent, his present Mo 1)(‘\(\, would not have concealed the jealousics
existing be l\\u n different portions of the Provinee, and among its
mixed P ninlh.mn, nor neglected to recommend some remes l\ for the

sanit®
e /‘*""
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yearly accumulating evils arising from a defective Constitution. At a
future day, when the interest of the stat¢ may permit the publication
of the correspondence and reports of the Governors of Canada, we
doubt not but Sir James Henry Craig will appear to great advantage,
as the constant and uncompromising advocate of every measure whicl
could conciliate the honour of His Majesty, and the interests of the
Empire at large, with the union and welfare of the mixed population
of Lower Canada. His known independence of mind and fortune—
the extensive knowledge of mankind®hich he had acquired in military
and civil stations in every quarter of the world ;—his advanced age,
leaving him no strong passion to gratify bul the love of honest fame—
all these circumstances combined, induce us to belicve that his Report of
his Administration as Governor of Lower Canada, must have conveyed
important ruths, in plain language, to the Imperial Government ; and
that it formed,in many important points, as complete a contrast to thosc
of his predecessors, as his Speeches to both Houses of the Parliament of
Lower Canada, do to those of Lorp DorcHesTER AND SiR RoBeRT
Snore MiLNes.
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