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PREFACE.

i\ PUBLICATION on the Politics of Lower Cana
da, at the present crisis of affairs, requires little apology 
to those who feel an interest in the peace and welfare 
of that extensive Colony. Nothing, in fact, of a con
nected description, has hitherto appeared on the sub
ject ; and it therefore seems only incumbent upon the 
Writer to state, with candour, the circumstances and 
motives which have led him to the present undertak
ing, and to lay before his intelligent readers his humble 
opinion, as to the means of redressing those grievances 
of I lis Majesty’s Subjects of British descent, which his 
experience of them, during a residence of twenty-five 
years, has brought home to his business and bosom.

When the increasing differences between the 
branches of the Legislature of Lower Canada, on va
rious subjects, and between that Province and Upper 
Canada, on the division of the produce of the Custom 
Duties levied at Quebec, induced 1 Iis Mi s Min
isters, in the year 1822, to attempt a Union of both 
Provinces under one Legislature, the Bill which they 
introduced for that purpose, into the Imperial Parlia
ment, became an object of curiosity with speculative 
politicians in Great Britain, and a subject of warm dis
cussion among the interested, in the Canadas. The 
principal modifications of the Constitutional Act, 81, 
Geo. III., Cap. 81, which the Bill contained, had re
ference to the political situation of Lower Canada ; 
and their salutary object was not well understood, by per- 
sons who had not long resided in that Province.

The Writer of the following sheets, being a warm par
tisan of the Union, had occasion to explain to distant 
correspondents, the expediency of the proposed modifi-
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cations, which he found a task, not only laborious to hini- 
s 'If, but unsat isfactory to those whom lie addressed, who, 
in reading the Constitution, had been fascinated with it, 
as containing an increase of freedom and frequency in 
the choice of Representatives, and affording an interest
ing experiment of the effects of, what they called, an im
provement of the British Constitution, applied to a peo
ple of foreign origin. While those correspondents ac
knowledged the existing evils and embarrassments al
leged by the Writer, fhey were more disposed to as
cribe them to mismanagement in the Executive Gov
ernment, than to defects in the Constitution, or 
misconduct in the House of Assembly. This disposi
tion convinced him, that a more comprehensive review 
of the political experiment, than his avocations then 
permitted, would be requisite to satisfy bis friends, as 
to the expediency of the changes contemplated by the 
Union'Bill, which, in the meantime, had been unfor
tunately postponed, by the opposition, on general prin
ciples, of Sir James Macintosh, who docs not appear 
to have had the necessary information, nor the practi
cal knowledge, which would have.enabled bim to pass 
a correct judgment, upon a measure calculated for the 
redress of grievances, in a Province so peculiarly cir
cumstanced as Lower Canada.

The Writer long reflected upon this subject, and 
sedulously watched the progress and developement of 
the Constitution, in the popular branch, before the pre
sent crisis of affairs. The exclusive domination of the 
French Canadian Leaders in the House of Assembly, 
and the unlimited and fanatical support which they 
Obtained last year from their Electors, enjoying univei'- 
sal suffrage, wrere grave topics of conversation and just 
cause of alarm among the friends of the Government, 
and of the Colonial connection with Great Britain ; 
but many of them ascribed those results to the perso
nal characters of the Leaders, and erroneously assert
ed, that their removal wrould speedily restore harmony,
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and produce a House of Assembly competent and dispo
sed to secure the peace, tceljdre and happiness of all classes 
of the mixed population oj French and English origin, in 
the Province. This opinion appeared to the Writer 
particularly dangerous, as tending to prevent the ag
grieved portion of 11 is Majesty’s Subjects from recog
nising the only proper remedies for the disorders which 
they all acknowledged to exist ; and which appeared to 
himtoderive its virulence from the natural consequences 
of the Constitutional Act, 31, Gep.I II, Cap.31, operating 
upon the old laws, so impolitically re-established by the 
Act I t, Geo. Ill, Cap.83, under the Administration of 
Lord North, of unfortunate memory. Those Acts, 
therefore, and their combined effects, during a long 
series of years, in Lower Canada, he has now reviewed, 
for the purpose, not only of justifying opinions long 
since expressed to his correspondents, but also 
to enable many well meaning Subjects of British 
origin, to ascertain the real causes of their complicated 
grievances, and to recognize the only powerful remedy, 
which, devised by the wisdom of the Imperial Parlia
ment, and administered by His Majesty’s Government, 
will infallibly extirpate the disorders of a Colony, which, 
from its intrinsic resources and its geographical posi
tion, with reference to Upper Canada, New Brunswick 
and Nova-Scotia, has been emphatically denominated 
the backbone of British North America.

In reviewing the progress of the present Consti
tution of Lower Canada, our intelligent readers will 
clearly perceive, that the natural consequences of the 
Acts 14 and 31, Geo. III., have been the increasing 
concentration of the French Canadians, as a separate 
people, distinguished by an established Religion and 
Laws, and by Language, Manners and Habits, from 
the Subjects of British origin in the same Province, in
ducing the former to consider the latter as intruders, 
and legitimate ofyccts of jealousy to the “ Nation Ca-

(
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x.inmxxi:” The strong temptation thus afforded to 
the project of exclusive domination, on the pint of 
thc'T’rench Canadian Leaden in the House of Assemg 
blv, and of complete contronl in Legislation and Fin
ance over those branches of the Provincial Govern
ment, (the King’s Representative and the Legislative 
Council,) which are constitutionally created by the 
exercise of His Majesty’s Prerogative, is the prolific 
source of the present grievances of the Subjects of 
British origin, and suggests the only remedies compa
tible with the interests of British Colonisation. The 
Constitutional Powers of the House of Assembly must 
cither be greatly diminished, and strictly confined to le
gislating for the Inhabitants of the^ÊÈôgniorics, and 
those of the other branches increased, jor the protection 
of the Inhabitants of British origin in the Townships ; — 
or the composition of the House of Assembly must be 
modified, to suit the purposes of British Colonisation. 
The Subjects of British origin, in the Townships, have 
at present no voice in the popular branch ; and the in
fluence of the same description of persons, in the 
Elections for the Towns and Counties of the Scignio- 
ties, is insufficient to return a single uncompromising As
sert or of their rights. Indeed, if it were possible for 
them to separate, for a moment, their feelings and sense 
of duty from the support of His Majesty’s Govern
ment, they would unanimously withhold their votes at 
Elections, allowing the natural consequences of the pre
sent Constitution to take place, in producing an As
sembly wholly French in name, as it already is Anti- 
British and French, in fact.

If we could really suppose it possible that Ills 
\ Majesty’s Ministers would longer defer moving the 

■ Imperial Parliament, to devise, in its wisdom, some re
medy for the increasing disorder, we must apprehend 
that, obedient to the primary laws of human society, 
and to the instinct of self-preservation, the population 
of British origin would, in such case, form itself into
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ajlihated Associations throughout the Prox ince, for the 
protection of person and property, leaving the Execu
tive to fight its own battles with the French Canadians 
and their Leaders, for a morsel of bread.

The other remedy, more congenial to the feelings 
ol the writer, and which, in his humble opinion, is 
both practicable and safe, is a broad and decisive mea
sure, calculated to alter the composition of the House 
of Assembly ; and this remedy can be best applied, 
by a Lkgisi.ativi; Union ok LTim'.k and Loxviat Ca
nada, on the principles of the Union lîill of 1 Sdd.

If the alteration, from viexvs of local convenience 
and temporising policy, be confined to the Lower Pro
vince, in its present separate political state, religious 
distinctions uii^C be adopted as the grounds of a di
vision of poweHuetween Protestant and Roman Ca
tholic Electors, which would be more injurious to 
peace and happiness, than any sectional jealousies ; but 
the extensive measure of a Legislative Union of Low
er with Upper Canada, would place a skilful Execu
tive in a favourable position for holding the balance, 
•and compromising the disputes between the txvo par
ties of French and English origin, in the new House of 
Assembly. The political characteristics and preten
sions of the French Canadians, now" so offensive to 
their fellow subjects, and so hostile to useful ameliora
tions, might gradually disappear ; their jealousy might 
change to emulation ; and their ambition be restrained 
by that just distribution of power, which, under the 
guidance of a wise Executive Government, would im
partially promote the peace, welfare and happiness of all 
rlis Majesty’s Subjects in Canada, rendering it the 
most useful, as it is the most extensive and most eligi
ble for Emigration, of all the British Dominions on the 
American Continent. t

Having thus at the outset, explained his motives for 
Wie present undertaking, and given his opinion as to 
$he only proper remedy, for the alarming disorder which

s
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afflicts the Country, the Writer respectfully takes .his 

leave of the general reader ; but he presumes farther 
to. address the Imperial Parliament, in the language of 
a'great historian, appropriate to the present crisis of 

Autjtn tpedcri poles ; aut omittenda est cu-a Hairs
“ ra omnibusynéfue qu(s<]iiam te ad crudeles po'cnas, 
“ aut acerba judicia invocal■,

S.iLi.usftus, dc Rep. ordinanda.
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INTRODUCTION,

“ lia imperium temper ad uptumum qucmque ab minus lutin trartiferlur.”

Tfie imp >rl ntt ce of Canada, arisingfrom a variety of causes. —Its great extent.— 
T/ie bril/in nt events connected u'UhitsC tuquet by (treat Britain.— The asylum 
which it furnished to the imerican Loyalists.—Its Commercial resources. —
its Geographical position, extent, iMkes. Hirers and boundaries__Dispute
with the United Stales respect ing the Northeastern Boundary now referred to 
the Emperor of Russia—Government and political Constitution, with re
marks.—Division intoCounties,and apportionment oJÊf présentât ires.—Enu
meration of Cities, Towns, <£c., Improvements. — TWunrepresented Town
ships wherethe English Tenure exists—-Upper Canada,its progressive Settle
ment, with an Enumeration of its Cities and Towns. — The characteristics of 
it s population, Contrasted with those of the Lower Canadians—The Canada 
Company incorporated in 13:26—Population of Lower Canada compared 
with that of Upper Canada, and the relative proportions slated of Subjects 
of French origin and those of British origin in both the Canadas.—Origin 
of the name o f Canada,—Account o f the discovery of the Country.—First 
discovered by Cabot, under a Commission from Henry the I'll, of England, 
in the year 1498.— This part of Cabot's discoveries neglected by England.— 
Francis the Is/ of France sends Verrazani to make discoveries in the same 
direction. —Verrazani enters the Gu/ph, afterwards called St. Lawrence, 
and takes forritnl .possession^ of the coasts for the French Crown, calling the 
Country Nch^Ej-Qjiee.—Progress o/ discovery checked by Verrazani's death, 
and the war inF.urope.—Pursuit of Verrazani'sdiscovery by JacquesCartier, 
in the year 1534.—In his second voyage he discovers the places now called 
Quebec and Montreal.—Carlier ret urns to France in the year 1536, and re
mains neglected 'till the year 1540, when he is sent out under De Boberval. 
— The latter in 1541 discovers Cape Breton, whèq-e building a fort, and 
tearing Cartier, he returns to France.—Next year he discovers the coast of 
Labrador—Death of Jacques Cartier, and of Boberval, and interruption of 
the progress oj Discovery.—In the year 1598, the Marquis De La Boche is 
appanted by Henry the Fourth, Lieutenant General in Canada, fac.—He 
hinds his Settlers on Sable Island, visits Acadia, now Nova-Scotia, returns to 
France and dies—Chauvin obtains the government and exclusive trade of 
Canada.—lie is succeeded by the Sieur De Monts, and Samuel De Champlain, 
the founder of Quebec.—Champlain's intercourse with the natives—he inter
feres in their tvars against the Iroquois, and makes the latter a perpetual 
enemy of the Colony. —Progress of settlement by Champlain, under the 
Prince de Conde. —The Recol/et Ecclesiastics arrive in Canada to convert

13
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the native*. First arrival of the Jesuit*, who quirk \y obtain the exclusion 
of lit' Caen ami other Protestants from the traite aril settlement, (.'corral 
conspiracy of the natives against the French, discovered anil defeated. 1 he 
possession and trade of Canada granted as a Seigniory to the Compan y of 
one hundred partners, under the patronage o f Cantina! l e Uirhe/ieu. - ( hii- 
raeter of this Association, partly established from religious motives. — II nr 
between England and France. The English under Kertk take Quebec. In
judicious and irritating conduct of Kcrtk towards (hamplain and the Ec
clesiastics. liestoration of Quebec to the Crown o f France at the Treaty of 
St. derma in en I.aye. Ilemarks on the situation of Canada at this period. 
He view of the progress of the power and wealth of the Fee les in t ics, and more 
part icularlp of the Jesuits. — This ambit ions Order monopolise* the instruc
tion of the people, giving a peculiar character to the French Canadians. 
Character and conduct of the Sew England and New York Colonists, con
trasted with those of the Jesuits and their disciples, particularly in refer
ence to intercourse with the Indians — The Indians asserted to be deter
iorated bp the attempts of the Jesuits in Canada. —Foundation of the Jesu
it's College at Quebec, bp lienc Huhau/t.— Death and character of Samuel 
De Champlain. -Mr. Montmagny succeeds him in the Government. -Mr. 
Maisonneuve obtains the Island of Montreal, a fterwards transferred to the 
Order of St. Su/picians—Had conduct of the Companp.— An Hospital esta
blished in Montreal, by Madame lie liouiUon. -Moutmagrp succeeded by 
Governor Daillebout.— Hostility of the Company to Colonisulion. -Faille- 
bout replaced by He Lawton.— Last effort of the Company, who obtain the 
Government for the Huron I)' A rang our. —lteview of He/1 g to us Establish
ments, including Nunneries and Convents.—Canada established as a Hoyul 
Government —Legend of an Earthquake in Canada, considered as a pious 
fraud of the Jesuits.— Influence of the great Minister of l'i nance, Colbert. — 
Administration of lie Mesy the first liuyal Governor.—Institution ofthe lie t 
India Companp extended to Canada, with great privileges.—Administration 
of Monsieur de Courcel/cs. — Improvements projected and executed bp Mr. De 
Talon the Intendant.—Increase of population.—Means employed to attach 
the rising general ion to France.—Administration of Count He Frontenac. 
The Mississippi explored. — The /I est India Companp's privileges abolished 
bp the King. —Establishment of the Sovereign Council.—Appointment of a 
Hishup.—Ambitious projects of the liopal Governors.—lteview of the advan
tages peculiar to each partp, in the long rivalship between the French 
Canadian Government and the English Colonies__Administrât ion of Mon
sieur De I-a Harre.—llis cruel attack on the English, produces an invasion 
of Canada. —Causes oj the failure of this invasion__l.escripiiun of the Ca
nadian Fur Trade.—Frontenac, bp orders from France, prepares to invade 
the English Colotip of New York—The execution of this project prevented 
bp the peace of lipswie.—Flan of perpetual neutrulitp on the part of the 
French and English Colonists defeated, bp the ambition of the Canadian 
Government—Administration of De Callieres, and his intrigues with the 
Indian Allies of the English Colonies—Administration of De Taudreui/.— 
Improvements in the Laws and Commerce of Canada.—F ar between Great
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ar between Great

Fritain anil France in Furope, accompanied by an attack on Quebec. - 
Causes of the failure of this invasion. Peace of Utrecht, establishing Bri- 
I,./, dun in ion in Xu va-Scot in. — Attempt i of lie laitdreuil to strengthen Ca
nada during the peace. -Discovery of the Plant (.in sen g in Canada. Pro
gress of Commerce. -Administration of the Marquis He Ueauharnois.
J lis effort 111 strengthen Canada by fortifications. —Jealousy of Hamel Die 
Governor of Sew York, and establishment of English forts contiguous to 
those of the Frenchon the frontiers. - Improvements in the taws and domestic 
treonomy of Canada during the peace. —Project of the French Government to 
rneroitch on Nova-Scot ta. amt withdraw the Acadian* from their allegiance 
11 the British Crown.— The French attempt to keep the English settlements 
within the line of the Allegany Mountains, and establish Pods on the Ohio, 
to order to impede the progress of Eng/i h settlements. -Administration 
of De l.a Gtassonmere. -Progress of encroachment on the side of Nora-Sco- 
ha. Proceedings to establish a line of demarcation after the Treaty of Aix- 

< Jsi-Chape/le.—Jobs and speculations in Canada, during the intendancy of 
Hcgon. —Administration of He Jonquiers.—llis avarice and ambition. — Ad- 

I ministration of Du Quesne. —Affair at the Forks of the Ohio, in which the 
celebrated George Washington was concerned.—Intrigues of Hegon the In
tendant, connected with the waste of Canadian resources.—The hostilities 
commence which ended in the destruction of french dominion in America. 
— The French arc successful on the Oh in, and at Ticondero'ga__Those suc
cesses only increase the determination of the English Colonists to drive 
french dominion from America.—Energetic Councils of Pitt’s Administra
tion in England. —Heview of Die resources of both parlies in the final con
test.—Plan of the campaign against Canada. — De Montcalm's plan of de
fence and enumeration of his regular and militia force.—Arrival of a tin- 
tish Jlect and army near Quebec.-Defeat of General Wolfe at Mon t more nvi. 
—His glorious victory and death on the plains of Abraham before Quebec. 
Surrender of Quebec. —Operations of the other divisions of the Itritish forces. 
—Capitulation of Quebec.—Cession of Canada to Great Britain by France, at 
the Treaty of Paris, 1763.- He flections. — Deplorable stale of the inhabitants 
of Canada, at the Conquest, and efforts of the British Government for their 
relief—Paper Currency of Canada under the Ft each Government. —Abuse 
of the confidence of the Colonists in this currency by the Intendant Hegon, 
and its utter depreciation, by the sudden dishonour of his Hills on the Trea
sury of France. —The British Government obtain the redemption of the 
Canada Paper Currency, by France, after the Cession, at the rale of about 

, four per cent.—Canada established as a separate Government under the
name of Quebec, and General Murray appointed Governor__llis Britannic
Majesty's Proclamation of the year 1763, encouraging British Settlers by

Î
the promise of the immediate introduction of the Jmws of England, and the 
establishment of a House of Assembly, so soon as circumstances might permit. 
Wisdom and policy of this Proclamation, showing the intention of His 
Majesty to render Quebec a British Province in Jact as well as in name. —Ha- 
pid progress of British Settlement.—Establishment of a I'ress at Quebec, 
and diffusion of British principles.-Introduction of the Laws of England
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and erect un of Court* of Criminal and Civil Juri dictiin.- I'.rectinn of a 
Court of Chancery.— Natural dissatisfaction of the new Subjects at the e 
changes in the Laws, which it was proposed to remove by le. .p mu y modi
fications of the practice of the Courts, and by giving an English eduvu- 
tion to the rising generation.—Proceedings of the Crown Lawyers tu pre
pare a modification of the Laws of England for Canada Intrigues of the 
French Canadian leaders to obtain the restoration of the t rench municipal 
Imws, rendered successful by the Rebellion of the old Colonies. Progress of 
the Disputes between the British Government and those Colonies till 
measures of coercion were resolved upon. —Preparatory to hostilities, Gover
nor Carleton advises the restoration of the French Laws in Quebec, and the 
establishment of the Romish Religion.—This deplorable policy adopted in the 
year 1771. — The Act 14, Geo. 111. Cap. 83, discourages British Settlers 
■without obtaining the expected zealoiu, co-operat ion of the French Canadi
ans against the old Colonies, which derive from this Act new motives and 
reasons for continuing the Bebe/lion.— 'The Province of Quebec overrun by 
the rebels.—The fort of Quebec besieged by Arnold and Montgomery.—(.al
lant defence, by the military and Rritish Settlers.—Apathy of the French 
Canadians, with the exception of a few individuals belonging to the So
b/esse or Gentry of the Province. —The remainder generally neutral, but the 
American expedition failed more from want of monei/ than of men. —The 
British Government provide Settlements for the American loyalists, in the 
H aste Lands of Canada.—In the progress o f those Settlements, the loyalists 
prefer the Upper Part of the Province of Quebec. —Petition in the year 
1784, subscribed by French Canadians and English Colonists, for the esta
blishment of a House of Assembly, and the introduction of part of the Lain 
of England.—Extraordinary delay of six years in proceeding on this 
Petition. —During this delay, the intrigues of influential individuals 
prevail on His Majesty's Government to divide the Province of Quebec into 
Upper and Lower Canada.—Consequences of this impolitic measure referred 
to as the subject of the succeeding Chapters of the H oi k.

Canada, originally called New France, afterwards the Province 
of Quebec, and, since its division into two Provinces by the Act of 
the British Parliament, 31, Geo. Ill, Cap. 31, sometimes cal]pd"the 
two Canadas, is the principal British possession in North America.

This immense tract of Country, lying in the temperate zone, and 
chiefly in a line running from North East to South West, was Anally 
ceded, by France to Great Britain, by the peace of Paris, in February, 
17G3. The glorious battle, on the plains of Abraham, before Que
bec, where the brave and enterprising General Wolfe, died in the arms 
of victory, 12th September, 1759, produced the immediate surrender 
of that strong fortress, and led to the speedy subjugation of the w hole 
Country. This Conquest, achieved in a brilliant manner, and putting 
an end to French dominion, in North America, with all its vexatious 
consequences to the old British Colonies, excited the admiration oi the
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Brilisli nation for some time ; but, owing to various causes, which 
shall be hereafter mentioned, it was very much neglected, except as a 
military position, for thirty years ; when the asylum which it was 
calculated to afford to part of the Royalists who, after thevsucceS'-lul 
Rebellion of the old Colonies, had retreated with the Royal army, 
excited the attention of the British Ciovernmcnt. Its relative posi
tion to the United States ; i's growing commercial importance; its 
ability to supply the West India Islands with Lumbcrand Provisions ; 
its late defence against the American forces, and the unlimited ac
commodation which it is calculated to afford to the surplus popula
tion of Greut Britain and Ireland, have now made it an object 
of great importance to the United Kingdom, and to the interests of 
the Empire at large. Its position also, with respect to the British 
Colonics of New Brunswick and Nova-Scotia, w ith which it commu
nicates by land and by water ; its inland Lakes, the sources of great 
rivers, which at different points, on the South and on the North, pay 
tribute to the majestic St. Lawrence, raising it to the first rank among 
the great rivers on the globe;—all these circumstances destine Cana
da to he the seat of a great Empire, containing probably fifty mil
lions of souls, characterised by British Laws, Language and Institu
tions, and affording an unbounded theatre for human civilisation and 
improvement. The Canadas, including the coast of Labrador and the 
Island of Anticosti, lie between the (jOth and 90th degrees of West 
Longitude, and between the 43d and 49th degrees of North Latitude, 
forming rather an irregular figure upon the Map, which some fanciful 
persons, taking in view Nova-Scotia and New Brunsw ick, have com
pared to a Camel kneeling to receive its load. The whole area of the 
Canadas may he reckoned two hundred and fifty thousand square 
miles : they arc hounded, on the East, by the Strait s of Bel lisle 
and the Gulph of the St. Lawrence ; on the North by the 
Territories of the Hudson's Bay Company ; on the West and South
west, by the United States and the Indian Tribes ; and on the 
South and South East by the American States of New York, 
\ ermont, Newhampshirc and Maine, and by the British Colonics of 
New Brunswick and Nova-Scotia. Their boundaries oil the side of 
the United States, have been lately settled by Commissioners, with 
the exception of the line between Lower Canada and the new State 
ot Maine, now the subject of reference to the decision of a Sovereign 
friendly to Great Britain and to the United States, the Autocrat of all 
the Russias, Aicho/as the First.

C anada, previously called the Province of Quebec, in the year 1791, 
-1 w;ls divided by Ilis Majesty into two Provinces, under the name of 

Lower and l pper Canada ; and ibis exercise of the Royal Prerogative 
was accompanied by an Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, 31 
Geo. III. Cap. 31, giving to each Province a Political Constitution, 
which may he said, like other paper Constitutions, to contain the forms 
and theory without the -substance and practice of that of England-
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Tlir jHi'viT of m:iUng laws, for tlio peace, wvllarv anil good govern- 
innii ol oaili I'nivlnvv, tmilvr cvrlaln roslrivlIons, anil, saving tliv in- 
Inn nl lights of the Imperial Parliament, was by this Avt conferred 
upon a lloiisvol" Assvnihly, dcctiil hy, and inlvndvd to represent the 
people, as in tin- British House of Commons ; a Legislative I'ounvil, 
w nil alti ilmlvs similar to those of the I louse of Lords (the Members in 
the uiv.m time being appointed for life by I lis Majesty), and a Gover
nor, I.ivnlennnt (iovernor, or presiding Administrator, representing the 
King, assisted by an Lxeeutive Couneil, like the l’rivy Couneil, 
appointed during pleasure. The operation nl this Act, partieularly in 
the Lower Province, being the prineipal subjeet of the following Chap
ters, «e refer our readers to them; and we shall proeeed briefly 
to state the political Divisions, principal Towns and Settlements of 
Lower Canada. This Province is situated on both banks of the St. 
Lawrence, and the river Ottawa, and is at present chiefly inhabited liy 
a population of Wench origin, professing the Romish Religion, holding 
their Lands from Seigneurs under a Feudal Tenure, regulated in all 
controversies respecting property and civil rights by the old French 
laws; and, by means, of an almost universal suffrage, possessed of the 
complete controul of *Jie popular branch of the Legislature, in mat
ters of Legislation and Finance, The population of British descent, 
cipially subjected to the French laws, and to the new regulations ori
ginating in the popular brunch, is about a sixth of the w hole, and is 
located in the proportion of about one half in the Tow ns and Roman 
Catholic Parishes, and the rest in Townships beyond the Seigniories, 
and chiefly on the South Fast of the St. Lawrence. As mentioned 
in the Preface, the inhabitants of these Townships, holding their 
Lands under the English Tenure of F’ree and Common Soeeagc, arc 
not represented in the Provincial Legislature; while the influence of 
the other inhabitants of British descent, in the general elections 
throughout the Seigniories, is not sufficient to return a single Member 
devoted to their interests.

This Lower Province, agreeably to Lieutenant Governor Clarke’s 
Proclamation, dated 7th May, 171)2,still continues divided into twen- * 
ty one Counties : (laspc, Cornwall is, Devon, Hertford, Dorchester, 
iiuckinshamshirc, Richelieu, Bedford, Surrey, Kent, Huntingdon, 
York, Montreal, B/finghain, Leinster, Harwich, St, Maurice, Hamp

shire, Quebec, Northumberland and Orleans : Eighteen of w hich send 
tw o Members each, while (laspc, Bedford and Orleans send one Mem
ber each to the Provincial House of Assembly.*

Lower Canada contains the following Cities and Boroughs, besides

• The House of Assembly, owing to its French propensities, has quar
relled much with the F.nglish names given to those Counties ; and, in the Bill lately 
introduced for a new Divi-ion, French names were substituted, thus affording one 
of the many specimens which that incompetent body has given of its hostility to 
•henative language ul llis Majesty.
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many Villages in the Seigniories and Townships:* Qi inre, the 
present Capital, situated chiefly on a lofty point, of land, on the 
Northwest side of the St. Lawrence, nearly four hundred miles from 
its mouth, very strong by nature, and completely fortilied by art, con
tains within and without the fortifications, about twenty thousand 
souls; and sends four representatives to the Assembly. Monthrai,, 
One hundred and eighty miles above Quebec, built on the Fast side 
of an Island, formed by the junction of the St. Lawrence with the 
Ottawa, the water boundary between both Provinces, contains about 
twenty-live thousand inhabitants, and also returns four Members ol"

• Noto. — The following is the remit of n Census of the l'lqiulalion of Lower 
Canada, taken in the year 182.7.

The Counties are placed in the same order as in Lieutenant Governor Clarke’s 
lY-ehimulion, already referred to;—

1 Gnspc (a Maritime District and County, which ought to he joined hy Law, »%
it is hy nature, to the Province of New- Brunswick ) contains., 
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Buckinghamshire, including several Townships, whose
Lands are held in f ree and Common Soccage,- 

Uichclieu, do. do. do. do.
Bedford, do. do. do. do.
Surrey,.
Kent,.
Huntingdon, including several Townships,.
York, including several Townships on the Ottawa,.
Montreal, an Island, including the City of that name,.
Klli ogham,..
Leinster,.
Warwick,
St. Mauriccuinduding the Borough of Three Hivers,„
I lampshirc,.
Quebec, including the City of the same name,. 
Northumberland,
Orleans, an Island near Quebec,,
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Of this population, one sixth is of British descent, which being deducted
421,010 
70, AOb

Leaves this number of French origin,- .'1.7.1,12.7

And as Upper Canada, by a late Census, has been found to
contain_______________________________________ 17.7.000

To which, adding the English in the Lower Province,.™..__ _ 70,0.10

flaking a total of._______ ___~._______________ 24.7 010
It may therefore he concluded, that of the whole population of Upper and Lower 
Canada, more than two fifths are Subjects of British descent, distinguished from 
the population of French origin, by their attachment to English Laws, Language 
Snd other characteristics : indeed, the continuation on the same scale of emigration 
which has existed during the last twelve years, must make the llihish iqual to tire 
French population before the year 1840.
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Assembly. Thrff-R rvi-ns, a Royal Borough, situated on (be North
west side of the river St. Maurice at its emitluenee with the Si. Law
rence, nearly midway between Quebec and Montreal, contains about 
three thousand inhabitants, and sends two representatives. Wii.uam 
Henry, also a tiloyal Borough, situated at the junction of the river 
Sorel or ('handily with the St. Lawrence, in 11 is Majesty's Seigniory 
of Sorel, contains about twelve hundred inhabitants, and sends one 
Member to the House of Assembly, thus completing the fifty Mem
bers allowed for the popular branch by the Act of the British Parlia
ment, til, Geo. 111. Cap. .‘11.

Among the unrepresented Towns and Villages, we may mention in 
the Seigniories, beginning with the North, Kamouhaska, a place fre
quented for the benefit of sea bathing ; Bf.auport, near Quebec, and 
Berth ier, places of some Trade ; L’Assomption, rather declining; 
Terrebonne, having some Manufactures ; Dorchester or St. Johns, 
near the fort of ('handily, the scat of a Custom House for importations 
by the route of Lake Champlain from the United States ; Isle-Aux- 
Noix, a strong fort, containing, besides its military garrison, a few 
traders and mechanics ; Lafrairie, opposite Montreal, a sort ofrest
ing place for travellers and traders from the United States, waiting a 
passage across the St. Lawrence ; LaCiiixe, connected with Mon
treal by a beautiful Canal for boats, saving the risk of navigating the 
rapids of the St. Lawrence, containing Stores for Ills Majesty’s ser
vice and for the merchandise of individuals : Point Claire, and the 
Cedars, small villages at present, but so favourably situated as to 
promise improvement ; and lastly, on the line of the St. Lawrence, 
Coteau-du-Lac, containing a Custom-House to superintend the inter
course of the United States and Upper Canada with the Lower Pro
vince. Inland, we have the village of St. Eustache, on the route 
from Montreal to the Settlements on the Ottawa ; and, in the same 
direction, the Lake of the two Mountains, which, with the vil
lage of Lorette, near Quebec, and that of Sault St. Louis or 
Coghnayvaga, opposite LaChinc, and Becancour, near Three-Ri
vers, forms the principal residence of the Roman Catholic native In
dians, under the special protection of the King. The Village of St. 
Andrews, as containing an Episcopal and a Presbyterian Church, a 
Paper Mill, and other incipient establishments, should lie mentioned, 
in connection with the rising Settlements which gradually spread be
tween the St. Lawrence and the Ottawa. On this river, the Gren
ville and Rideau Canals now carrying on at the expense of the 
Imperial Government, with views of Military defence and interior 
communication, arc promising great encouragement to Settlements ; 
and it is probable that a writer, undertaking a slight view of Lower 
Canada, in the year 1850, will find it his duty to notice fifty Villages 
between Montreal and the Lake Chaudière on the Ottawa ; on the 
Upper Canada side of which, in 1827, was founded Bytown, the 
commencement of the Rideau Canal, connecting the waters of Lake 
Ontario with those of the river Ottawa.
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In the Townships, on the South Last of Montreal, which are inha
bited by about forty thousand souls of British descent, and chiefly en
gaged in Agriculture, there are several flourishing Villages, including 
Sherbrooke, where the District Court and Gaul-of St. Francis were 

j^ccnily established ; but the present state of those Townships affords 
*o satisfactory criterion lo judge of their capabilities, when they shrill 

hare obtained English laws, a due share in the Provincial Representa
tion, and Public Offices for the Registration of all mutations of Real 
Estate ami encumbrances thereon.

Though the state and politics of the Lower Province are the prin
cipal objects of the following sheets, wc shall slightly allude to those 
‘of Upper Canada.

The Upper Province, having rapidly extended its settlements, has 
Undergone a variety of divisions into Counties, and the number of 
Members of the House of Assembly, has gradually extended to 
forty-four, in this present Parliament, elected in the year 1824.

The principal Towns are York, the scat of Government, situated 
bear the head of Lake Ontario, and about 450 miles above Quebec. 
Besides Barracks for Troops, and various Government buildings, it 
contains a handsome Church, and several neat private Houses : its 
population has been reckoned 2000 souls ; but it is neither consider
ed well adapted for a Capital, nor for a Commercial Emporium : this 
City returns one Member to the Assembly. Niagara, at the West 
end of Lake Ontario, and about 525 miles above Quebec, notwith
standing its entire destruction by the American General Maclurc, 
during last war, has been rebuilt, and is a well situated and thriving 
place of trade. Queenstown is a place of great importance, at the 
foot of the Falls of Niagara, which, interrupting the navigation, re
quire the landing of all Merchandise and Stores, and their transpor
tation by land, about ten miles to Chippewa, on the River Welland, 
leading through the Grand River into Lake Erie : this portage w ill, 
however, be rendered unnecessary, by the Welland Canal, a great 
work now rapidly advancing to completion under the joint auspices 
of the Provincial Government, and of a private Company. Return
ing towards Lower Canada, wc find the large Tow n of Kingston 
885 miles above Quebec, near the egress of the River St. Lawrence 
Ironi Lake Ontario; this Town was.commenced by the American 
Loyalists in 17H4-, and has rapidly increased in Population and Com
merce, and in Military and Naval importance ; it was the great Na
val Depot during the late war, when Naval predominancy was 
contended for by thp late Sir James Lucas Yen, against the Ameri- 
‘ an Commodore Chauncey, and when Ships of the Line first sailed 

nd fought upon the inland Seas of Canada. Kingston is commanded 
y a strong fort on Point Frederick, which protects its Naval Docks, 
ml the vessels of war now laid up in ordinary, in charge of Cfltnmo- 
oi u Barrie, the Naval Commissioner.

C
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Above nnd lu-low Kingston, many places in Upper <'annda are 
rising (o Vmimu rcial im|>ort iime, hnlli on I lu* I! iwr Si. I,mu i< m <• 
and in inland situations; ( V/mrg, Hath, I’resenH, Ih vt Ivdle, It dii- 
ainsi,mm, l.ancaster and Path, arc thriving Settlements, having 
('IniivlW's, Schools, Conrt houses, and Post Olliccs; Bruvkv die lias a 
weekly Newspaper, the Hrnekville ltd order J

Indcthl, the Population ol' Upper Canada forms a contrast to that 
of the Lower Province, in gc mail I education and avidity of in- 
formation, more particularly with ryspcct to parsing events and I’m- 
vineial I’olities. rivaling, in these respiVts, their American mighlmm<, 
The Upper Canadians are nho amlntions ol Olliee, either in the Mi
litia, or in the Civil and Legislative Departments; in this last, the 
daily allowance to the Members of the Assembly, appears a hurt till 
stimulus, Inconsistent with the analogies of the British Constitution, 
and which has brought into the popular branch, many poor Members 
incompetent to legislate on the property of the Electors. An argu
ment on this point, may be raised from the general poverty of new 
Settlements; hut it still remains to be shown, whether an unpaid 
House of Assembly, in Upper Canada, would not be more useful, as 
well as more respectable, lban one receiving pay, and in this respect, 
diwstod of that Lcgis" * _ cadence which seems must congenial
to the British Constitution.

The derivation and meaning of the word Canada, the name 
of this Country, are equally subjects of conjecture. On the arri
val of Jacques Cottier, at the Hay de Chaleurs, the Indiana, in 
answering the signs by which he intimated his desire to know the 
name of the Country, frequently repeated an articulated sound wlw li 
this fanciful Frenchman compared to the Spanish words “ ac t nadii," 
“nothing here.” Having been disappointed in his expectation of 
finding gold and silver in the Country, he was tempted to suppose 
that the Spaniards had formerly visited it; and, life precious metals 
hefng-Nlic objects of their search, they might have frequently repeat
ed '/tica uada," which the Indians recollecting, would naturally re
peat to adventurers of similar appearance. Less fanciful cnquireis 
have derived the name Canada, from the Indian word Kanata, .sig
nify ing “ a collection oj huts."

• The Canada Company, incorporated in the year 18?f>, having purchased from 
the Imperial Government, the Crown Reserves and other waste lands in Upper 
Canada, is now, under the superintendence of Mr. (i lit, increasing the settlement 
ol manv neglected paitsof that Province. Much good indeed may he expected 
from a Corporation, which can only reap a compensation for the employment of ca
pital hum an increase of population and industry in the Province, to promote anil 
facilitate which, good communications by land and by water are necessary, as well 
as encouragement to concentration, by founding Towns ami Villages, in favourahlt 
and healthful situations. This Company having identified its prosperity w ith that 
of Upper Canada, connected with the Lower Province, by Geogiaphivtil position 
and commmmalion with the sea, should feel an intense interest in the concerns ot 
those Provinces.
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This romilrViiM hiding the whole Toast of the Cnlph, appears 
to have hum tirs I disuivered hy the eelehrated Italian adventurers 
John and Sehas/ian Cahot„• and some writers have endeavoured 
111 giim it aeuirdinglv the name ol Cahotia. I hey sailed un
der a Commission from IIi'niiy tiie seven hi oe Knoi.ano; and 
their principal object was, hy a North-west course, to reach the 
East In,hr* or China, the latter Country In ing then called ( A- 
fUa v ; and Srhastian Cabal, about the year one thousand Jiair 
htnnhed anil marttf-endit, is supposed to have explored both the 
(Jidph of the St. /,amener, and the Atlantic Coast, without, howe- 
ffcr, taking formal possession of the Country, or attempting any set- 
tii’incnt. Meantime, I'a a m e, rich in internal resources, with a po
pulation peculiarly attached to their fine ( oinitry, fell little ambit am 
for such researches ; and it was chiefly the personal jealousy of I a a n- 
CIs in e ft a st, roused hy the pretensions of Spain and 1'ortugal to 
Monopolist’ the new world, which produced the first French voyage 
Of'discovery. Italy, which produced flic splendid discovery of ap
plying the polarity of the magnet, under the mechanism and name of 
the Ala) inn's Compass, to purposes of navigation, also supplied the 
best navigators; and John Verhazani was the Italian chosen by Fean- 
oil, to open this new career of ambition, who after various attempts, 
in which, according to Charlevoix, he discovered Florida, and thence 
•ailing hack, around the American Const, to the fifteenth degree of 
latitude, there took formal possession of the Country, calling it “ La 
NbuvEt.t.E France," “ New France.” Returning to France in the 
year 1.721, with no specimens of the precious metals nor of valuable 
merchandise, nor even enabled to present at Court strange men or 
Other objects of interest or curiosity, Vcrrnzani was coldly received ; 
and, with more particular instructions, lie resumed his voyage of disco
very ; hut he had no sooner reached the Continent of America,and at
tempted to correspond with the Natives, than hp excited their jealou- 
■y$ and lost his life in an affray. This unfortunate result, and the 
arduous concerns of Francis in Europe, who was taken prisoner in 
the year 1.52.5, at the battle of /’avia, prevented further attempts till 
the year 1.534; when the experience gradually obtained in fishing 
voyages from St. Malocs to Newfoundland, had prepared native 
Frenchmen to undertake discoveries on the American Coast. From 
this period, therefore, we have distinct accounts of the progress made 
IB the discovery and settlement of Canada.

< This year, Jacques Cartier, an experienced Navigator, was Com
missioned by Francis the First, King of France, to continue the dis
coveries of Verrasofn, and endeavour to render them advantageous 
to the Kingdom Leaving St. Mnloes, on the 20th of April, h » 
dk-xtid great part of the Gulph, which he afterwards named St. 
Uav-rrnce, taking formal possession of the Country, and returning to 
Bmnce with two of the Natives, but without any specimens of tlie 
precious metals, which were the primary objects of European cupi-

A 1).
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Innllicn, called I Im ( iViii'i/i /l> • n i nr i mvl li« ''ni in 11 mi 11 in it 11 • I «'li 
tins \oyagv. hi Billin' Vnijing gentlemen. ns v11111111tvis, mill by llii* tim 
Naiixcs, ii< inh 11*ivh i«. Ilaxing ivin lii’il tin- Dnlph, mi iliv fcslixnl 
of SI. I a\i" rm r, liv li M l in 'il it iivvi rdinglv : Mini, limn tin* «iiiiiv inin 
viili nvc el Imiv, Itv vnllvil lliv Island, mm laimwn by tin- mimv/ul 
Xnlivtisii, /’ f- ifiiHi'Z fini. (nntimiing liis progress, liv remind I liv 

m<'ii«ti vl n large Itiivi limning Northwards iilln lliv Si. / auarim. 
I'm m liii li liv inli’l'lvil tin Indian mime Saruraai/, nliiili it «till iv 
lain*. I cax ing liis \asscl (here, liv proceeded in liis bonis, xxilli Ins 
I vlimli vi i. in finii vli vl it ml vi ijinn 1i i s ; mill, mi I liv Kill nl Nvpli ni- 
I’i i, vvitvlivil lliv «vite i'l ()i i m e. winch iiiiinv Inii livvn linn il'nllv ns 
iiit'a'il li> lliv v'vliiimilion " <)i i i lLv," nltercd 1 *v imv nl liim Sai
lors, nl sight vl lliv linlil point nl linnl, xvliivli there advances mnl 
contracts lliv broad vmmil nl lliv Hiver. 11vit In* futinil nn inlin- 
hilaal Village, which lliv liittinus called Ntanaconi. ; mnl, near the 
Village. nl ilia1 nivulli a’l lliv ’llixvv, now vnllvil .SV, t'/mr/m, liv liiiil 
n|’ Ixxi* a’l liis Inigai vessels, lliv (iriiffi/r <vnl I'rlilr lhn(nnr.i, mnl 
sAila'al in tin' I'ain illon, ns I'm n« ilnil expanse nl lliv llixvv, ivhii li is 
nnxx called / iilr SI. I'rln. Thcncc pursuing liis voyage in I mills, 
lia: ITHvllVal II X illllgV, called by till' liulilllls I lot'll KI All A, silllllllil 
v|Xa'ii mi Man,l nl lliv fool a>l' n Mountain. xxliivli Inst liv vnllvil Mont 
/a'm/m’, lliv origin of lliv |>vvsvnl name of Montiif.ai .

Having found lliv lmlinns vxvvy xxhvvv IVivnilly, mnl invlinvil In 
consider himself nvul Ins civw superior In linnimi livings, liv Ivll Mini 
Itvnl ; mul. vvl iiniing to the wintering gvmunl nllliv mmilli nl lliv 
St. Chariot. on lliv anniversary festival of lliv Holy Vrnss, liv vnllvil 
it .Sr. ( You Harbour; xx licit', on lliv I ,r>lli ol' NovviiiIut, ( ulil ih/Ir,) 
lus x css vl' xxaiv froy.cn in. .

Tlmngh lliv llixvv became navignlilv for Cannes o|i|iosilc In Si. 
i.'.'v. Croix ll.ivl’oiii, on lliv ?'2d of February, lliv ivv rvnminvil linn linn 

nil lliv vital of Mmx'li : anil il wa* only on lliv liflli of April, llml lliv 
xvssvls xxvvv I'vvfvvllx ilisvngngvil. During lliv \v inter, liv Imil lost 
Ixvvnlv-1ixv men, I'v lliv scurvy, xxliivli induced him In ilisnumlli* miv 
a'f liis xvssvls; mul. Iinxing decoyed on hoard lliv (’hid of lliv Indi
an Village, hv sided for Franco on lliv (ith nf May; mid, |irnvvvding 
sL'xxlx. wish the xia'xv ol observing lliv ('oasis and Islands of lliv Hi
ver and liulph, hv lvl) Cay* Harr, Nni'fbutitl/nml, on the llllhul 
.limv. and. rvavhing Si. Malovs on lliv Kith of July, hv prepared Im 
lxv|xa>vt lo the King of Vranvv.

Alter this year, Carlirr was lvl) long lo expatiate in vain, upon 
the advantages lo he derived from establishing a Colony in Ills new 

» disooverier ; for the French Court participated in the incorrect opini
on then prevalent, that such distant Countries only as contained 

1 ,S*0. mines of (ia’ld and Silver were worth possessing. In lliv year l.VtO, 
however, having succeeded iu recommending his projects to certain
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lln/n i vnl wax detained, liy nnvspvvlvil ilillivnllivs, (luring lliis year ;
IlUt liv ili spnli In <1 ('min t, «lm, ailvr it shinny voyage...... i( bed S».
ÇjNiis 1 lm limn, on lliv 'JUli nl August, inni, pruvvmling upwanls 
fOUl IviigiliK, I iv In l ill li lull ill lliv mnl l ill nl a small 11 ivi l, « Ii if Ii lm 
0*11,,I ( 'Innh shimi ii i win rv liv It li a gnrrismi, mill rvlurm d In I ram v.
/Sin lliv \ mil I,Ml. Ilnlim ill lilt ham v, « illi live vessels «ill 
MUmril imil vipiippvil, having Cniliri no i lui I I’ilnf nr ( malm lm.
Mm Ii contradiction exists in the historical m vminls nl this vnyagv ; 
but il appears ilia), either mi lliv Islaml nl ( a vu ISnKTON, originally 
tali' 11 /sir llni/nlr, nr on lliv iiiljiiining Coast of lliv ( mlpli Si, Law- 
Mu v, llohrivnl mnl his associates Imill a lor I ; «livre Cut Un was 
Mt ( iimiimmlvr, with n nmnvroim gunison, wi ll provisiooril, ami 
Mil one of llm vessels hvhmging lo dm Lxpeilition. Ifnlirnul, 
BMyi'vvr, hnslvnvd Inn k In I’rimee, lor llm pm pose ol obtaining wl- 
QHiomil ( nviiiinigvinynl mal Solders.

In llm year 1M2, lie hail prm veiled as Paras Newfoundland, 
having llirvv Ships mill two hundred persons, hvsiilos supplies 
Or provisions on hoard, liir die new Svtllvmvot; when ho was dis- 
■ghrviddy surprised id mooting Curlier returning with llm remain
der nl' lliv Colonists, whom llm inhospihiTde milnro of the Coun
try, and llm rising jealousy of I lie Indians, had i ml need lo aban
don llm lorl, audio embark for I'ranee. An ur din v In tinr ///>- 
ton h a ('hut/rvui.r, llohcrval living a man of lirmness and address, 
prevailed upon dm fugitives lo change their course, nod second him 
111 fulfilling llm instructions of die King. Having restored order m 
the garrison, which lie again left under CarliqM command, he dos- 
pstclmd one of his Ollivt rs, named Alphonse, lo Antoine the Const 
0§ La mi a non, in the vain hope of finding a passage to the Last In
dien. lie himself is stated to have ascended the Hiver Kt. Lawn nee, 
and hi have entered the River Saguenay ; Imt r|oth!ng salisfaetory 
has reaehed us, on the subject, of his progress, or of his various voy
ages In Canada, from this year till the year l.r>V) ; during which in
terval, Jaccpics Cartier, ruined in health and in fortune, returned to 
France, and died neglected by his thoughtless Countrymen.

lloberval’s pursuit of discovery and settlement, had been long in- 1 V) 
tOf "pled, by the duty ol' serving bis King in the famous struggle for 
power and glory, between Francis the 1st of France, and CharhXtbe 
5Ui ol Spain ; but Francis being now dead, and the troubles of 

.Mraiiee puvilied, our noble Adventurer resumed lus former career ;
#d, associating witli himself Ills brother, of erpial celebrity, he em
barked lor Canada, with a numerous tram of enterprising young 
men ; but they were never heard of afterwards, flic whole being sup
posed to have perished at sea. lliis misfortune destroyed, for a time,
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all hopes of supporting nn establishment in Canada : and, during 
A. 1). fifty years, no measures were taken for succouring tljc dcscendaiii- 

of the few French Settlers who had remained in that Country.
l’lte Marquis de la Kot he was appointed, by Henry the Foment, 

his Lieutenant (jetterai in Canada. 1 loehelaga, Ac. Ilis Commission 
is the first, which makes provision for partitioning the discovered land, 
into Seigniories and Fief's, to be held under the Feudal Tenure, and 
as a compensation for military service in the field, when required.

Having resolved to examine the Country, before carrying out 
many Settlers, he embarked, along with about sixty persons <j 
ruinai fortunes; forty of whom lie landed on Sable Island, 
a place totally unfit for cultivation, lie next reconnoitcrcd tlie 
neighbouring coast of Acadia, now called Nova Scotia ; and, hav
ing collected the information deemed necessary, he returned to 
France, being prevented, by tempestuous weather, from executing 
his design of withdrawing the forty persons left on Sable Island ; and 
twelve miserable survivors of those unfortunate people, were only 
rescued from their hopeless situation in the year 1(305. But the 
Marquis dc hi Iloclic was not destined to resume his career ; for his 
private misfortunes retained hitn in France ; where he is said to have 
fallen a victim to disappointment and chagrin, soop after his return.

M. Chauvin, a Naval Officer, this year, obtained from Henry the 
Fourth, a Commission granting to him an exclusive trade with Cana
da, and other rights and powers similar to those conferred on the 
Marquis dc la Iloche ; and he associated with himself l’ontgravc, a 
skilful Navigator and ' Merchant at St. Maloes. They made two 
gainful voyages to Tadoussac, near the mouth of the Sagüenay Hi
ver, carrying on an extensive trade in Furs, with the Indians ; who, 
for mere trifles, exchanged valuable Skins.

While preparing for his third voyage, Chauvin died ; and Pierre 
Dugast, Sieur de Monts, a Calvinist, received from Henry the F'ourth, 
a patent, conferring on him the exclusive trade and government of 
the territory, situated between the 40th and the 46th degrees of lati
tude : though himself of the reformed Religion, he was enjoined by 
his patent of appointment, to convert the native Indians to the Ro
man Catholic Tenets. To this gentleman, and to M. de Chatte, the 
Governor of Dieppe, in Normandy, belong the credit of associating, 
in their schemes of Trade, Discovery and Colonisation, the celebra
ted Samvel de Champlain, who founded Quebec, and, by bis per-• 
sonal character and exertions, contributed greatly to render Canada

1600.

1603.

1607
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an object of lasting interest to France and to European Christendom. 
After a variety of fortune in establishing trading posts, which liei~r. :__i___  e i ■ • • - - - •••---------— ----------------j — - .V. tu.lV all VOlUUIIOIIIIIg HUUIII^ |SV/dlO} »» 1IIVII *1 v

left in charge of his associates, in L’Acadie, now called Nova Scotia, 
the Sieur de Monts lost his privilege ; and only obtained a renewal of 
it, by agreeing to form a new establishment on the River St.Lawrencc. 
After this engagement, two vessels were equipped, and placed under 
the command ot Champlain and l’ontgravc ; but the whole year vus
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■Es<rd hi carrvin;.
Ban Colony " ns 
La" mue, was delayed.

At Ivngili, Samuel do Champlain, whose laudable ambition was 
not confined to Commercial pursuits, resolved to effect the establish
ment contemplated by the French Court; and, sailing from France 
with three Shins containing Immigrants, he entered the St. Lawrence ; 
and, at the snot where that River is joined by the St. Charles, and 
becomes contracted in ils Channel, he landed, erected huts for his 
Sfttlers, cleared some Land, sowed Wheat and Rye, and Tail! the 
foundation of the City of Quebec, the Capital of New France, on 
.Bp :ld of July, 1 G08.*#

..Champlain's infant establishment soon excited the curiosity of va- 
■ tiaus tribes of Indians; and the Mountaineers, who inhabited the 
lover part of the St. Lawrence, the Algonquins, who occupied its 
shores from Quebec to Montreal, the Ilurons, whose principal resi
dence was on Lake Huron, and other less considerable tribes, all en
gaged in war witl*//«t Iroquois, solicited and obtained the assistance 
of the French. Without foreseeing the consequences, Champlain 
taught tjicni the use of fire arms ; and even joined them in offensive 
operations against the powerful Iroquois, or live Mations. In tin's 
thoughtless manner, began the ruinous contests between his Settlers 
and,the Iroquois, who afterwards obtained the support of the English 
and Dutch Colonies, and continued their predatory and cruel war
fare with little intermission, notwithstanding tlie conciliatory efforts 
and intrigues of the Jesuits, ttill the final subjugation of Canada by 
Great Britain, in the year 17/>9\

Leaving the Colony under the (Nunmand of Pierre Chauvin, Cham
plain returned to France, in the year l^GO!).

Champlain is stated by Charlevoix, this year, to have reached .Ta- 1G10. 
dpuss u from the French Coast, in the remarkably short passa* of 
eigktcm tlai/s. Elated with the admiration of the Indians, an (leav
ing made an easy campaign last year, against the Iroquois, Cltam- 
plain joined his allies ; and, afteh a fatiguing march, and sump/des- 
peratv fighting in the neighbourhood-of the Lake, afterwards Jailed 
by bis name, Lake Cham claim, he again obtained the villa 
chiefly by the effects of his fire arms. / "A

Having returned safely from this sécond expedition, ChamAlain 
w*i preparing to form an establishment at Montreal ; when accounts 
of the assassination ol Henry the fourth, obliged him to revisit 

nee ; and that melancholy event having deprived Mr. l)c Monts 
fche support and patronage requisite for the pryinmtjpn of his (%m- 
jx’ial views, and for tpe protecUoti of the infant Colony, lie uxhor-

i Charlevoix s*ys that Quibeio, in the Algonquin and Quelibec, in the Al)an»qui 
hies signify a contraction ; and he thus accounts for the name of Quebec gi- 

llo the new City, in a less fanciful manner than has been done elsewhere.
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r-^ ted Champlain to seek a powerful patron at the Court of the Quoe 
A.l). Regent, Mary dr Medkcis.
IbTl. ( Charles tie Bourbon, Comte do Soissons, had hardly been salute* 

Father of New France, appointing Champlain his Lieutenant, wlu 
he died ; but he was immediately replaced by De Condé, a Prince t 
the Blood Iloyal, who confirmed Champlain’s appointment.

1612. I bis whole year was spent by Champlain in France, owing to t! 
intrigues of certain Merchants of St. Maloes, who obliged himsi 
and his associates to give them a share of the exaggerated advantage 
of the exclusive Trade, conferred by the Royal Patent.

'Champlain sailed "from St. Maloes, on the 6th of March, with or- 
one Ship, commanded by his friend Pontgravé, lately returned fret 
L’Acadie; and they reached Quebec on the 7th of May, which plat 
being found in good condition, they ascended to the Indian Village i 
Ilochelaga, near the present scitc of Montreal; where they amuse 
and astonished the natives, with warlike shows and exercise 
Thence, quitting Pontgravé, Champlain explored a part of the grt 
River Ottawa, whence, hastening to Quebec, he arrived with L 
friend at St. Maloes, in the end of August.

This year was passed in forming a new and more extensive Con 
mercial association with Merchants at St. Maloes, Rouen and If 
chellc, which being approved by the Prince de Condé, Viceroy 
New France, he obtained the Royal Letters Patent for the estabW 
melit of that Company, which, to promote the important object 
spreading Religion, agreed to defray the expenses of four Priests 
the Order of Recollets, who undertook the dangerous voyage; 
New France, for the purpose of administering spiritual consolation 
the Colonists, and founding Missions for the propagation of the Go 
pel among the Indians. The apparent subserviency of Colonial 1' 
iicy and Commerce to the Religion of the State, in the progress 
events, w ill form an interesting contrast between the French and ti 
English Colonies, in North America.

The Indians began to practise upon Champlain’s easy temper an 
romttntic disposition, being desirous of using his troops chiefly to » 
cure the victory, without giving them a due share of the glory or 
the spoil. This year, the Murons went on an expedition, carryii 
along with them, Father Joseph Caron, a Rccollct, leaving Char 
plain behind, who afterwards followed ; and his force and fire-arc 
were found necessary to dislodge the enemy from a kind of fort wliii

1614.
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•hies intended to drag him into another expedition, he engaged some i 
■dians to seize the opportunity of the first opening of the naviga- A. I). 
W>n, to convey Father Caron and himself to Quebec ; where they ar- 
rffed the 11th of July, 1616, to the great surprise and joy of the 
Colonists, who thought them both dead.

Father Joseph Caron, no less zealous in his vocation, had gained 
some knowledge of the language of the Hurons, observed their 
haunts, and fixed, in his own mind, the proper stations for Evangeli
cal Missions among them.

After remaining a month at Quebec, Champlain and Father Jo
seph Caron, returned to France, accompanied by the Superintendant 
oT the Evangelical Mission.

This year is memorable, on account of the combination of the 1G17. 
late allies of Champlain, for the extermination of the French ; their 
machinations having been fortunately discovered, by one of them- 
selves, to a Recollet Friar, named Pacifique Duplessis, he pre
vented the calamity, by exciting jealousies and divisions, and bring
ing over some influential individuals among the conspirators to his 
views of peace. Their cruel resolution has been ascribed to their 
fears of being severely punished, on the return of Champlain, for the 
murder of two Frenchmen ; but the good Friar acted as a mediator ; 
and Champlain, choosing a middle course between European and In
dian ideas of justice, accepted the offer of the Savage to^place one 
of the murderers at his mercy; to present a large quantity of Furs 
to the relations of the deceased, and to deliver two of their Chiefs as 
hostages into his hands.

During three years, the troubles of the Regency inFrance.de- 1620. 
Meed the Prince de Condé of his liberty, and of the due exercise of 
his Viceroyalty; and combined with the avidity and jealousy of the 
Traders, under the Patent, to paralyse the efforts of Champlain for «' 
thesecurity and advancement of the Colony. But this year, Mar
shal Montmorenci having purchased the Prince’s Viceroyalty for 
eleven thousand Crowns, lie confirmed Champlain’s Commission, 
and appointed Monsieur I)olu, a highly respected Officer of 
Justice, as Colonial Agent in France. Canadian prospects hav
ing thus brightened, Champlain ventured to convey his family to New 
France. He arrived at Tadoussac, in time to stop the intrusion of 
some Rochelle Adventurers, whom lie surprised not only violating 
the rights of his associated to the exclusive Trade of the Country, 
but likewise selling fire-arms to the Indians, which dangerous prac- 

had been hitherto wisely avoided.
Tiis year, the Iroquois or Five Nations, seem to have extended their 1621. 
rs from merely predatory warfare against the Colony, to a settled 

i of extermination ; for they now perceived the new bond of Re- 
hi uniting the French with the Durons', and with the other ob

jects of their inveterate hostility. Dividing their forces, they attack
ed the Colonists and their allies, at three different points ; and, though

J»
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repulsed at the principal posts, they ravaged the surrounding Conn. JUVl| ,jlc |jun,\ ,,f ) 
try, and excited such alarm in Champlain, that he called a Coum js s|l|| ivllowI1 |,
of the Priests, Oflieers, and chief Colonists, which advised the im. collt t lta|)iil. This cv 
mediate despatch of a Deputy to Prance, to lay before I lis Majcsit desi n, on the part ot 
and the Duke of Montmorcnci, the deplorable situation of the Coin ogjiing with their live» 
ny, and the culpable neglect of the Association to provide for mrt. 
its support, and to fulfil the general condition of their Patent. This year three m< 
Father George Bail/;//', personally known to the young Kim; under the superintend 
being chosen Deputy on this occasion, succeeded in his importun' gail (0 improve, and t 
Mission. The Company was suppressed ; and the rights of the do ESsy against the Jesu 
limpient Association were transferred to WHhum and F.meric de ('an Qiniula, and producer 
two Protestants, admissible, under the wise and humane policy of tlie df|M. de Caen, who, 
edict of Nantz, to places of trust, power and profit, under the Prend nunded by the Vicen 
f rown. titres of revenge. ^

Pourteen years had now elapsed since the foundation of Quchrr Champlain, h^Pfig l 
hpt its population did not exceed fifty souls ; its Commerce was in- the lamentable effect! 
Significant, and the principal station for the Pur Trade continued l. only encouraged the ii 
be Tadoussac, though al«tkrr l’»1* hecn lately established at Thru wist interrupted the b 
Rivers, 25 leagues abov^juebec. surrounding Country.

Mr. Pontgravc, one of the greatest benefactors of New Prnnn Fur Trade only ; wliil 
was this year obliged to return to Europe, on account of bad health culpable neglect of Cl 
and William de Caen himself visited Quebec ; where, though a Cal Colony. As a reined) 
vinist, he was well received, and continued popular for some time had to the strong mi 
among Roman Catholics. France to a powerful A

Champlain, whose department was not Commerce, but Militar Partners, consisting of 
and Civil Superintendance, was at this period alarmed by a repor special patronage and i 
that the Durons intended to enter into alliance with the Iroquois Richelieu, Grand Ma 
and he hastened to send back to the former l ather Joseph Caron, at tion and Commerce of 
companicd by a Rccollct Priest and a Friar, just arrived from France' This Association, as 
in the hope of preventing a coalition so dangerous to the infant Co April, 1(527, was cstab 
lony. the native Indians to tl

Champlain built this year, at Quebec, a Fort of stone, and lie ai Clvgy, and by the exa 
forwards returned to France with his Family, and there found Mai andiwith the secondary 
shal Montmorcnci, in treaty with his Nephew, Henry de Levi, Dul new-Commcrcial ad van 
of Vcntadour, who finally acquired the Viceroyalty of New Franci thwFur Trade, or from 
This nobleman purchased the charge from religious motives, heir cific Ocean, and to Cliii 
zealous for the propagation of the Catholic Faith, among the Indians France, 
and, under his auspipes, with the King’s permission, three Priests» nFrom such extensive 
the order of Jesuits,Were appointed to found a Mission at Qucbct nature, the powers and 

The names of the Priests devoted to this Mission, were Chah great and unprecedcnti 
I.allemant, F.ncmondc Masse, and Jean dc Brchcruf ; but it requin were so much evaded in 
all the characteristic address and management of the Jesuits to ovu lions of worldly advanti 
come the prejudices against their Order, which were deeply felt .vhc Company held Î 
France, and industriously circulated in Canada. Fptfal Seigniory undci

This year, Nicholas Vicl, a Rccollct Priest, and a young Imill homage, and the preser 
Proselyte, returning to Quebec from Lake Huron, were drowned,b ceWlon to the Throne, 
the oversetting of their Canoe, in a rapid of the Channel which d wan granted. The Kinj
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Wiles the Island of Montreal from the Island of Jesus. Thu fatal r-A-n 
place is still known by the name of the Smi/t de Itecollct, or the He- A. I). 
collet Rapid. This event was suspected by some, to have arisen fiom 
design, on the part of the Indian Conductors of the Canoe, who, es
caping with their lives, carried oil' the baggage of their late passen
gers.

This year, three more Jesuits arrived, with some Mechanics ; and, I G2(>. 
under the supcrintcndance of Father Encmondc Massé, Quebec be
gan to improve, and to assume the appearance ol a City. I hat jet - 
lousy against tile Jesuits, experienced elsewhere, pursued them into . 
Canada, and produced a series of vexatious proceedings, on the purl 
of M. de Caen, who, being at their instance, as he supjrosed, repri
manded by the Viceroy, became still more troublesome from mu- 
tifes of revenge. ^

Champlain, hijtimg this year returned to Quebec, readily perceived IG27. 
the lamentable effects of those jealousies and disputes, which not 
only encouraged the insults and atrocities of the Indians, hut like- 

interrupted the building of houses and clearing of Land in the 
tiunding Country. De Caen and his associates, attended to the 

Fur Trade only ; while Religious dissensions, combined with their 
culpable neglect, of Civil duty, to increase the disorders of the little 
Colony. As a remedy to this desperate state of affairs, recourse was 
had to the strong measure of transferring the Commerce of New 
France to u powerful Association, called the Comparu) of a Hundred 
Partners, consisting of Clergy and Laity, and established under the 
special patronage and management of the celebrated Cardinal dk 
ttlCHKLiKU, Grand Master, Chief and Superintendant of the Naviga
tion and Commerce of France.

This Association, as declared by the Royal Edict of the 19th of 
April, ifi‘27, was established, for the primary purpose of converting 
the native Indians to the Catholic Faith, by the precepts of a zealous 
Clergy, and by the example of a respectable body of devout Settlers, 
andiwith the secondary view of obtaining for his Majesty’s Subjects, 
netrCommercial advantages, derivable from a better management of 
the:Fur Trade, or from the desirable discovery of a route to the Pa
cific Ocean, and to China, through the great Rivers and Lakes of New 
France.

i Rom such extensive views a «Motives of a spiritual and temporal 
nature, the powers and privileges conferred on the Association, were 

It and unprecedented; but the duties imposed upon that body, 
so much evaded in the sequel, that none of the brilliant anticipa- 
of worldly advantages to the French Nation, were ever realised, 

he Company held New France, with the extensive privileges of a 
"al Seigniory under the King ; to whom was owing fealty and 
gc, and the presentation of a Crown of Gold at every new ac- 
>n to the Throne. With the right of soil, a monopoly of Trade 

wee granted. The King only reserved, for the benefit of all his Sub-
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r*-'—* jects, tliv Cod mid Whale Fisheries in tin* (iulpli and Const* vf iti, 
A. 1). St. I nw relive ; nml. to such Colonists ns might not In* servant-, 

the Company, wns sevttrril the light ol' trailing » ith tin* native I ml, 
mis tor peltries, it bring nmlrrstooil that, on pain ol ronlisi'nlion. tin, 
should living nil their nripiisitions of Beaver -Skins to the I'm ten 
the Company, who were hound to pun hast* them at foi l y Son», 
pieee.

I(«'27. The religious features of the plan, characteristic of the great (V 
tlinal de IIn helien, were strongly marked, and had a lasting iidlueiii 
on posterity, anil on the future destiny ol the Country. The nr» 
system entirely excluded I’iiotkstantm and other I Irar ries, as wi 
as .lew s ; the Jesuits wore to he supported by the Company ; and 
large held was opened for the exercise and display of the tali ills, 
that mnhitious Older, so eminently rulvulali il lor the instruetion an 
subjugation of unvivilised Nations.

lo facilitate the duty imposed on the Company of settling iln 
Country, all the rights of Subjects, in Old France, were extendi <11 

F.migrants and to their posterity ; so that their departure should in, 
derogate in the least, front their Civil Fights, and, even such liulim 
Natives ns might become Homan Catholics, were deviated to lie n, 
titled to all the privileges of Frenchmen. Besides 
the Colonists were to receive, with their portion of the soil, right*i 
limiting and Fishing, from which the l'casantry of the J'amit Him 
were entirety debarred.

1 (iJ8. Bm before the elici ts of all those encouragements, intendedt
counteract the disadvantages of climate, could he ascertained, an 
dental causes interfered; and hostilities, on the part of the Fngli»! 
combined w ith the incursions ot the Iroipiois, to disturb the cxi id 
lion of the great Cardinal’s gigantic plans for the conversion of t! 
Indians, mid the establishment of Colonies in New France.

The siege ol' the important port of I .a Hoehel/r, the strong Inn 
of the French Protestants, undertaken by the King and Cardinal Ik 
Richelieu, in person, had produced hostilities between Kngland « 
France ; and the very first vessels which the new* Company despatch 
ed for Quebec, had been captured by the English. This year, tin rr 
fore, in consequence of a Commission from Charles the First, ot' to 
gland, to David Kertl, a French refugee,' authorising and commune 
ing him to conquer Canada, the latter arrived at Tudoussac with 
squadron, and destroyed the Houses and Cattle about Cape Tain 
mente ; w hence lie sent a summons of surrender to Champlain, the: 
in Quebec, with his friend l’ontgravf*.

Relying on the ignorance of tlye enemy, with respect to his re 
sources, and upon the bravery uChis little garrison and inhabitant 
Champlain gave such a spirited answer to the summons, as induce 
kvrtk to give up the expectation of immediate success. But onec 
the numerous nets of individual indiscretion, so fatal to French 0 
Ionisation, soon deprived France of Quebec, and clouded, for a timt
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those brilliant prospects wliieli bail arisen upon the establishment of 
the new ( 'ompanv.
4 ,M. /), one of die Partners, rommnnding a si|iiadron
of vessels, freighted with eniigrmit families, and with nil kinds of pro
visions, had arrived in (Jaspé Ibiv, whence lie des ' ‘ a small irait
to convey In Champlain, it Hoyal Commission, continuing him us ( Jo- 
vernor, mid lo eoiinniuiicnte his own arrival with extensive supplies. 
It Inis been suspected by some, dint De Hoi|uemont's departure from 
Fhume, was discovered to Kertk, by William De Caen, wlm felt in- 
4hnuut at die loss of bis Patent of exclusive Trade. At all events, 
Kertk provoked De lloipienumt to an engagement; and the latter, 
commuting to tlie risk of battle, the principal resources of the Colo
ny, ruddy advanced with his laden and encumbered vessels, to tlm 
ueeipial combat, which ended in bis complete overthrow, and in dm 
CBplurv of his whole fleet. The short-lived joy diffused in Quebec 
by the arrival of the Craft, was soon changed In sorrow ; ami her 
Offcw being added to the little garrison, still further reduced their 
aCBnty rations, which previously sulliecd for a daily allowance of only 

jMv ounces of bread and a handful of prase.
Deprived of ils principal resources, the lust hope of the Colony 

was speedily blasted by the shipwreck of Father Philibert Notent 
Bhd Father Charles I.aHemnnt, both Jesuits, on the Const, of A cud in ^ 
where they had arrived on their way from France, in a small vessel, 
with a cargo of provisions, which their friends had generously suppli. 
ed. 'ID those adverse circumstances, were added great fears of Indian 
hostility, and a sense of internal weakness, arising from religious jea
lousies among the Settlers. An expedition against the hostile Iro
quois, had occurred to the mind of the gallant Champlain, as the only 
means ol procuring subsistence for about one hundred persons under 
hllcommand ; hut no gunpowder could he found ; and lie was finally 
ltdiiced to lead his unfortunate companions into the woods, to feed up
on roots like the beasts of the field. In this extremity, the return of 
the English was prayed for as a relief; and, towards the end of July, 
the half famished inhabitants were rejoiced to hear that Louis and 
wÊhmas, brothers of David Kertk, had arrived with a squadron at 
Point Levi. An honourable capitulation was obtained from the ene
my, and a conveyance to France secured gratuitously to all who 
might desire to leave the Colony ; and, on the ‘20th of July, I.ou it 
Kertk landed at Quebec, and took possession of the fort, assigning 

stipulated military protection to the two Convents and to the 
Qhapcl ol the Mission. Both the Commander and the Lnglish troops 
■Med honourably ; but some French heretical refugees, headed by 

trre Raye, attempted to enjoy a vulgar triumph over their Coun- 
uicn. Louis Kertk, by his friendly deportment and good manage- 
kt, prevailed upon almost every Frenchman, who had cleared a 
V ol ground, to remain in the Colony. The Priests, however, re- 
id ; and Champlain, before his departure, (ailed not to address lus
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—i pious exhortations to the Settlers, impressing strongly upon tlnir 
A-D. minds, that if their King should not be enabled, under Providence, 

to re-concpier Quebec the following year, sending hack the Priests to 
administer the consolations of their Holy Religion, they ought tu 
take advantage of the conditions of the capitulation, and return to 
Old France, preferring to all worldly convenience and advantage, the 
salvation of their immortal souls.

The Conquest ot Quebec, so quickly achieved, was attended with 
some peculiar circumstances; and it is worthy of remark, that David 
Kertk had only left England on his successful enterprise, a few days 
previously to the ratification of the treaty of peace between France 
and England, which event prevented the despatch of intended rein
forcements and supplies, sufficient to save the Colony, and that an 
extraordinary delay of several months took place before the French 
Court were made acquainted with the loss of their only possession in 
the new world. -

l(iSO. Before departing for England with his prisoners, David Kertk, the 
Admiral in Chief, visited Quebec, where he had an interview with his 
brother. He greatly admired the situation of the place, boasting of 
many great things that the English would do, by availing themselves 
of advantages neglected by the Drench. Intoxicated with success, and 
instigated by Michel, a heretical refugee, the Admiral, unmindful of 
his duty, behaved ungenerously to Champlain, and more particularly 
to the Jesuits, whom he was persuaded to consider as possessed of 
wealth ; but being happily undeceived, he quickly joined with his En
glish people, in violent reproaches against the Traitor, whose chagrin 
and disappointed malignity produced insanity ; and, after being tor
mented in his lucid intervals with the stings of remorse, this unwor
thy Frenchman died in despair. I lis funeral rites, administered ac
cording to the Protestant Church, were followed with scenes of 
drunkenness and noisy mirth, that shocked the feelings of Champlain 
and his pious companions.

Kertk, having arrived at Plymouth, pretended the utmost surprise, 
on learning that peace between France and England had been re-es
tablished; but there is reason to suspect that he was informed of 
the fact before the reduction of Quebec, which perfidious achieve
ment, the occasion of heavy expense to himself, was not destined to 
give him the expected return of private wealth, or public reputation.

This aggression, forming so extraordinary a sequel to a treaty of 
peace, excited the indignation of the French Court, and more'par
ticularly shocked Cardinal de Richelieu. But the loss of Quebec 
gave occasion to certain Courtiers, little scrupulous on points of ho
nour and good faith, to depreciate Canada, in the public mind, as im- 

] G30 worthy of an effort for its restoration. Availing themselves of past 
and misfortunes, and of the various objections to Colonisation, then in 

16:31 vogue, though happily exploded in the present day, those selfish and 
narrow-minded individuals had almost prevailed against Champlain,
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and some other enterprising characters, who anticipated important ad
vantages from an improved pursuit of the Fur "I rade and Fisheries. 
But here Religious motives interfered ; and the King, sensible of his 
duty to support the cause of Religion, as well as the dignity of the 
French Crown, opened a negotiation with England, rendered more 
energetic bv the equipment of six vessels of war, under the com
mand of M. de Razilly ; and his Majesty quickly obtained, not only 
the restoration of Quebec, but also the cession of Acadia and Isle 
Royale, otherwise called by the English, Nova Scotia and Cape Bre
ton. This Treaty, which soothed the national ambition, and opened 
a wide field to the zeal of the Jesuits, for the propagation of the 
Faith on exclusive principles, was signed at St. Germain-en-Eaye, 
On the 29th of March, 16Ü2, âifj from this time till the final reduc
tion of Canada, by Great Britain, in the year 1760, a rival ship and 
grow ing hostility, partly Commercial and partly Religious, took place 
between the French and English Settlers in North America, as y ten 
evinced by mutual aggression, when profound peace existed between the 
respective Mations in Europe. At this important epoch, the estab
lishments possessed by France, on the Gulph and River St. Law
rence, consisted of the Fort of Quebec, surrounded by a few paltry 
houses and huts ; two or three hovels on the Island of Montreal, a 
small number at Tadoussac and other posts, established for the con
venience of the Fishery and the F'ur Trade : the foundation of a 
poet at Three Rivers, and the ruins of the old F'ort of Port Royal, in 
Acadia.

Such, says the judicious Charlevoix, was the humble situation of 
New France at this late period, exhibiting a mortifying picture to hu
man vanity of the only fruits of the discoveries of Verrazani, Cartier 
and Robcrval, the great disbursements of the Marquis do la Roche 
and M. de Monts, and the ill-directed industry and efforts of many 
private individuals ud' the French Nation. The learned Jesuit, with 
characteristic dexterity, thus prepares the minds of his readers, to 
appreciate the merits of his powerful Society in the future manage
ment of Canadian affairs, both temporal and spiritual, in which they 
were destined to act so splendid a part.

/The Province of New France, at this period, is perhaps more wor
thy of philosophic consideration, as a theatre displaying the zeal and 
ambition of the Jesuit Missionaries, than as a Colony established for 
Commercial or Military purposes. ÎK general enthusiasm for the 
■Breading of the Tenets of the Church of Rome, among Pagan and 
yvage nations, distinguished the seventeenth century ; but that 
ynderful Ecclesiastical Association, called the Jesuits, nearly mono- 
pblised, in every part of the world, the propagation of the Romish 
^Buh, and conciliated with it, in some degree, the political power of 
the temporal Sovereign. In Canada, though other Orders of Eccle- 
^stics began and continued Missions, they were stars of inferior 
magnitude to the bright luminary of the Society of Jesus ; whose
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here recommended t—i influence upon the moral and political economy of Canada, has et 
A. 1). tended beyond the Compicst of the Country by Great Urbain. 1 

this Society, the bulk of the population is still taught to look bar 
as the original promoter of instruction, and as having formed the con, 
niunity into that distinctive character, which marks a separate pe- 
pie. This celebrated Society is indeed now extinguished in fanai 
but the maxims of its Imperium in Imperio, arc in no small degn- 
practised by the remaining Priests, who can still, covertly at lent 
controul the British Government, in every effort to Anglify the Coin- 
try, or to render its resources subservient to the interest of the En 
pire at large. Even, during the despotism of Lewis the 14-tii 
was found dilllcult to 
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„ „ ’, 1 - n , . .i • tor file pi omise ot luutans, as well as Frenchmen, were occasionally exposed to ,llvlr Ci
artions.* Quickly monopolising the instruction ot the people, tlir ( ( ’ an t,xc;lal|^ 
iRtilled ittto them such ideas of concentration and local attachmeirintroduced the

dthat spirit of extensive settlement, which, ai J'jT-' ' L
nod, began to distinguish the British ( olonib*^ ^ ^ s.ivy f|j.

for the formation of new Settlements. Indeed, according to tki brought little or muchprinciples of concentration, a Territory two hundred miles in lcnF$BO|^cljve ail(| SUC(.e,
the St. Lawrence and the mouii

have remained the abode of li while the idle and unsi
HlJOllU U1 l i r. net, the principles or i of settlenm •. r 1 • 1 ,U«%,Opcrating upon th

and twenty in breadth, embracing 
of its tributaries, would for ages 1
whole agricultural population. These restricted views _____
interfering with the objects of Colonisation, were among the can ^ t^a]0llSy an(j wa..fan 
of the continual contentions between the Jesuits and the Govern' had esta
who found that no enterprise could succeed, unless it accorded " comeletely restrained i 
the peculiar views of those Ecclesiastics, ambitious of condensing^jjjjtnj()yCCj t]le 
increasing population around the spots which had been selected cQ^K^ratej Tribes 
the seites of Churches and Convents. The selfish principles of ^
Society, however, did not prevent the display^ of much zeal, perAgainst those i
verance and fortitude in the conduct of their Missionaries among tu they baptised tin 

of the Church a 
monies, the mei 

prayers, I

Indian tribes ; of whose jealousies, caprice and mutual warfare 
were the frequent victims. But it was proved by experience, tliaLl^f 
labours of the Jesuit Missionaries in Canada, never civilised the Su vioi |
ges, nor produced, for that purpose, the necessary confederation of Object which they eoulc 
veral tribes. On the contrary, they themselves retrograded in civil an(] to jns,)jre t]
tion, assumed the dress and occupations of savages, and were ifjjC IronuoU and 
longer considered superior to the Pagan Jongleurs. These resu. 
would not have taken place, if more generous sentiments and a deep 
acquaintance kith the means of civilising Savages had existed in t1 
celebrated Society : had this been the case, the Missionaries wui

nbout one mill»» The Jesuits, at the Conquest,' possessed in .mortmain, .....jf
of Acres of Land ; the other Clerical Commiinities, had an aggregate - 
equal extent ; while the share of the Lay-Subjects was about six militions, an» 
the total of Lands granted by the King of France, eight millions of Acres.
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lie interest ot the Eir 
f Lewis the 1 4th,.

bflve reeommoruled the espeiiment of mixing a part of thejJAciich 
pof>ul.itioii with the native liuliai.s, instead of employing their whole 
power to keep them separate, except as Military Allies of the French 
(ifvernment. The propensities and gay disposition of the French 
nation were particularly favourable to this amalgamation ; and no- 
tlliftg less than the rooted prejudices of their rulers and spiritual con
ductors, could have prevented the eventual absorption of tluy whole 
Indian population among the Colonists. Thq English Colonists were 
fur less suited for such an experiment ; hut they happily found the 
HHpns of conciliating a part of their Indian neighbours, by the prin
ciples of Commerce : they always, at least <sleiisibly, proposed an cx- 
ck||ige of equivalents. They never, like the French and Jesuits,
asked possession of lands or goods for the benefit of protection, or 
for the promise of future salvation ; hut, whether really useful to the

er pretext of being 
e best lands; and “ ,)niniw.
Ily exposed to t h in jJaLp ail adequate comjtensafion for moveable and fixed
ion ot the pcop c, t iin vxchange of worldly goods always took place, and gra-
r and loca attae nu. introduced the primary ideas which promote civilisation and
settlement, w ic t, a 'j’lms alone, in fact, could the necessary stimulus be fur-
i the nritisi 0 om' uishcu to the Savage: the English Colonists only rewarded hint in

fruits of his industry ; the Frenchmen and Jesuits,

mv

c
■f «■by experience, thaL^f ■^monje6> the meaning of which, and the language of the ac

hever civilised t c ■ ■ joinpenying prayers, they did not understand ; while the principal 
iary confederation <' >hjeet which they could ever attain, was to excite a certain spiritual 
i retrograded in cml- wideband to inspire those nominal converts with a bigotted hatred 
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Iroquois, and other Pagan Indians. These converts, indeed, 
progress, lost, in a great degree, the useful qualities of the 

;e, without acquiring the virtues of the Christian ; relaxed their 
d courage and vigilance, and trusted to the Saints for defence 

their enemies ; depended upon the French, in many instances, 
ection and provisions; and, as will hereafter appear, became 

y burthen, instead of proving a useful harrier to the Colony. 
| course of time, some progress was made by the English, in
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and the natural consequence was, that the 
Active and successful Indians carried their Furs to the English ; 
ithc idle and unsuccessful adhered to the French. In this man-

d the aboi e o ^|*ie principle» of the French, and the ministrations of the Jcs- 
cd views ot sett eim njt^fcpCruti„g U|)01, the native Indians, produced permanent causes 
were among t ie (‘lll'0f jealousy and warfare. The Indian tribes, among w hich the Jesuit 
nits and the Govmn J4jj,^>na!.ics had established their Clerical influence, could not he 
unless it accor e « completely restrained from a contraband Trade with the English, who 
itious of com cosing ha^Jong enjoyed the intercourse and alliance of the Iroquois or Five 
i had been se ect<j, ,caaljwleiated Tribes, inhabiting the Coasts of Lake Ontario, the 
selfish principles o 'qjj||3Seni Bank of the St. Lawrence, and the Coasts of Lake Cliam- 
y of much zca , |ul Against those difficulties, the Jesuit Missionaries long strug-
Missionaries am°ng ‘jjled; they baptised the young Indians, thus admitting them into the 
d mutual warfare,1 tu^&of the Church of Koine ; they habituated them to the routine
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1635.

tlie conversion of tlie Iroquois or Five Nations to Christianity, mid- 
the forms of the Protestant Church;* hut it nitty ho safely assorte 
that the hatred inspired by the Jesuits, between their savage proselyte 
and all others ; and the practice adopted by the French Canadian (iw 
eminent, of treating all those Indian Tribes ns enemies, who canin 
their commodities to Albany, or who received Protestant Mission, 
ries, kept the Province of Canada in a state of perpetual jealousy c 
contest, with the English, till the Conquest, in the year 1760.

F'rom this view of the character and lasting effects of the design 
and operations of the Jesuits, we return to the brief history of ih 
Colony which our limits permit. After the peace, C _ ’ «s 
reappointed Governor, by the Company ; and he brought to tjuek 
a number of respectable Colonists of the Romish Religion, rejects 
all Protestants as being likely to interfere with the religious trar 
quillity of the Country, and the propagation of the Faith. In tk 
year 1635, Rene’ Rouault, son of the Marquis dr Gamachr, 
Jesuit, gave a donation of six thousand crowns towards the found; 
tion of a College for the education of young men, and for the suj 
port of Missions for the conversion of the Indians : this project sut 
ceeded ; but the general joy of the Colony at the prqspect of tk 
establishment, was interrupted by the death of Champlain, the four 
der of the French Empire in America. Respecting the character 
this extraordinary man, it is necessary to say a few words. Fie is1 
be ranked among those useful men, who only appear at intervals 
history, calculated to seize every circumstance of human society ft 
the promotion of a favourite enterprise. At the commencement 
his career, Champlain w as a Protestant ; but no sooner did heNnc 
ceive that this profession would diminish the necessary confidence 
the men in power, after the death of Henri/ the Fourth, than lie It 
tened to the persuasions of the Romish Missionaries, and became 
Convert :—his natural credulity evinced by the absurd stories cot 
tained in Ins historical Memoirs, conciliated this change with l 
worldly projects ; and his apostacy, like that of his Master, lient 
the Fourth, was not accompanied by the usual spirit of persecutio 
which distinguishes the vulgar mass of renegades. As he advatio 
in years and experience, he became prudent ; but his youth display! 
the valour find precipitation of the soldier, rather than the foresigl 
of a statesman ; and his wanton interference in the quarrels betwef 
the Iroquois and the other Indians, by offensive warfare ; while it pn 
duced a useless display of the resources of his genius, laid the foi»
dation on which the religious ambition of the Jesuits, built a lastin
hostility between the French and English Colonists, leading, by ce 
tain, though slow steps, to the destruction of the French Empire; 
America. It is indeed strange and almost unaccountable, at th 
day, that Champlain should not have foreseen, that his display of Ei

* Note.—In the year 1664. the Rev. John Eiliott completed hi* trm.station of# 
Bible, into the Mow hawk language.
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tuition of the Spaniards in South America, who knew well that their 
native adversaries could receive no aid in arts or arms from European 
rivals. Champlain was, however, undeceived by events; and, before 
hit death, he made many sacrifices to defend a continually harrassed 
Colonv, instead of carrying the war beyond its narrow bounds. For 

defence, he was eventually obliged to depend chiefly upon the 
est of the Ecclesiastics ;J|nd he became so zealous in the pro- 
tion of the Faith, that, qP-'ording to Charlevoix, he adopted the 
im that the salvation of one soul was of murtt importance than 
conquest of an Umpire. Among the most estimable traits of 

Chimplain’s character, was his disinterestedness, which prevented his 
sectoring for his descendants, that ample share of lands and worldly 
goods, which would have been primary objects with common adven- 
turers. When, afterwards, the moderate possessions of his posterity 
were compared with his services, and with the acquisitions of the fa
vourites of future .Governors and Intendants, it became common, 
among the British Officers, to remark when they recognised some mem
ber of Ins family : “ that he had the glory and the misfortune of being 
deteênded from Samuel de Champlain, the first, the bravest, and the 
mod disinterested French Governor of Canada.'’

On the death of Champlain, Monsieur Moutmagny, became Go
vernor ; and without any of the heroic qualities of" his predecessor, 
he Was not deficient in zeal and integrity : the machine of Colonisa
tion which Champlain had organised, his successor was calculated to 
regulate and keep in motion ; but lie depended more, for this pur
pose, upon the Company, than upon the resources of his own mind.
He duly represented the wants of the Colony, and endeavoured to 
shew the connection between its progress, and the interest, present 
and future, of the Association of One Hundred Partners before men- 
tioned ; but lie found them careless of every thing except the prose
cution of the Fur Trade, the nature of which, is necessarily unfavour
able|o persevering industry in Agriculture and in the otliet,arts of ci
vilised life. As a sort of compromise, however, between ^be inter
ested views of a mere Mercantile Company, which had entirely ne
glected the obligations of Colonisation contained in its charter, the 
Association could not rïùse to graqt lands to persons duly qualified ' 
to fcrm permanent Settlements, not less necessary for defenc«4gainst 
the Iroquois, than for the purposes of cultivating the soil, and con-

ng the friendly Indians. The first important concession on this 1640. 
iple,_vvas the fertile and well situated Island of Montreal, to 
leur Maisonneuve, and thirty-four associates, on the 17th of 

ber, 1640 ; and which, after its importance was ascertained in 
:e, both as a Mission and as a Commercial station, became the 

___ ft y of the Religious Order of Sulpicians of Paris, by confirma-" 
tiorl of the King, on the 15th of Lebruary, 1641. This compromise
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,—-—, between the interests of the Fur Traders, Colonisation and propega- 
A. I). tion of the Faith, was (juiekly followed by important cstabli-hmcnt* 

and changes in the domestic economy of the Country, during ill 
minority of Louts the Fouhteentii of France. The new channels 
of information opened to the Regency, displayed, in glaring colours, 
the mismanagement of the Company, and of its Servants ; and the ii - 
compatibility of a complete monopoly of Trade, with the purposes of 
Colonisation ; and gradually led to the establishment of Canada, ns 
a Royal Government, in the year 1GG3. The steps, however, to this 
important measure, worthy of the age of I.vv if, the Fourtecti'h, will 
he briefly noticed. vWlicn the establishment of a Settlemei t and 
Mission, at Montreal, had been decided, the information which jus i- 
fied its expediency likewise evinced the demoralising effects and 
other disadvantages of the monopoly of the Fur Trade ; and, while 
the Hospital established in Montreal, bv Madame de Bouillon, 
provided for the care of its victims, it was also the means of ascer
taining the grievances inflicted by the servants of the Company, not 
only upon the native Indians, but also upon Fm:chrtcn. whose la
bour had been laid under contribution, for the selfish purposes of 
persons, whose superiors, three thousand miles distant, could not ef
fectually confront them. The first step in favour of Colonisation, in 
conscqugicc of this information, was the relinquishment of the mo
nopoly of the Fur Trade, which, by an Arrêt of His Most Christian 
Majesty, was confirmed. The Company still remained Lord of the 
,Soii ; hut the Trade of the Country was laid open to all its Inhabi
tants. Monsieur tie Montmagui/, who was favourable to those 
changes, was recalled by the Company, and was succeeded, in the

1G4-T. )y cay 14*1-7, by Monsieur Dciilk'bout. The new Governor endeavoured ■ 
to connect the interests of the Company with those of Colonisation; 
but all pis projects appear to have been neglected, owing to that 
want of capital and enterprise which has always formed a contrast

I Gif between Frenchmen and Englishmen, in Colonial afuiirs. Monsieur

16ÔC

Daillebout, failing in every effort to strengthen the Country by Co
lonisation, next endeavoured, in. the year 1G4-8, to form a perpetual 
alliance with the New England Colonies, under the condition of res- 
training the Iroquois from making war against the French and their 
Indian Allies; hut those Colonies, though willing to remain at peace, 
could perceive no l'feçjjrocity of interest in the proposal, which virtu
ally required them to make enemies of the Iroquois, or Five Confe
derated Tribes ; whose intercourse and trade had been advantageous 
to them.

In the year IGnO, the Company resolved to separate its interest 
from the expense and risk of Colonisation, sent out as Governor, one 
of the Associates, Monsieur tic J.uuzon, who quickly perceived tlx 
inadequacy of the resources olytlie Company, to defend the Countn 
against the Iroquois, and preserve the respect of the Natives, and tin 
facilities of Trade. The majority, however, of the Company, woulJ
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ion ■ and propnga- Hot listen to his desponding Reports ; and they replaced him by a 
nt establishment* Hum of military courage and reputation, the Man/uis d' Argruson ; A. D. 
mtry, during ill !®ut lie found his instructions equally impracticable, and that mi
l'll e new channels Hiing less than a great display of military force, would be required to 
in glaring colours, Sroteet the Colony and the friendly Indians, for the purposes of Trade, 
vants ; and the ii - «eantime, the usual struggle between pride and poverty, took place <s 
th the purposes of :Si tlic minds of the Majority of the Associates. The splendid rights 
cut of Canada, as lid titles wifh which they were invented, had a great effect upon the 
s, however, to this jHnity of Frenchmen ; and the Company made another effort to re- 
l/f Ihnn henJi, will tain their power, by sending out in 1658, the Baton d'Avaugour, with 1658. 
a Settlcmn t and ■ small reinforcement of troops, wliieh opportunely arrived to repel 
nation which josh- mu invasion of the Iroquois.
ilising effects and m But, as the propagation of the Tenets of the Church of Rome had 
1’rnde ; and, while Hiore effect in keeping up an interest in favour of the Colony On the 
.me he Bom.eon, part of influential persons at the Court of France, it will be proper 
e means of a seer- Hi allude to the different establishments not already mentioned, which 
the Company, not Hiok place with this view, from the death of Champlain, till the ini- 
nchmrn. whose la- Hortant Appointment of a Bishop in Canada. The Jesuits had a great 
selfish purposes of iHuife in all those establishments ; and, under their protection, the 
Rant, could not tl- , first Convent of Nuns was erected at Quebec, in the year 1639, by 
of Colonisation, in Madame ok la Peltrie, who arrived with three Ursuliues, accorn-
sliment of the mo- ennied by Father Le Jeune, a Jesuit. The hospital of Quebec, call- 
His Most Christian fid the Hotel Dieu, was founded the preceding year, at Sillcry, un- 
lained Lord of the 'Her the patronage Of Madame la Duchesse d'Aiguillon. The year 
m to all its Inhabi- HS59, was distinguished by the foundation of the Sisters of the 1659. 
vourable to those Congregation, by Marguerite Bourgeois, for the education of 

i succeeded, in the ' female children, at Montreal, under the patronage of Monsieur tie 
rernor endeavoured '^mlaisonneuvc; and this Institution, with the Seminary of the Sulpici- 
se of Colonisation;tHus of Paris, founded by the Abbé Quelus, in 1Q57, formed the 
ted, owing to that ■rincipal sources of the limited education intended for the Colonists, 
formed a contrast She Clergy was chiefly proposed to consist of persons from France, 
affairs. Monsieur who would form a confidential link of the Colonial connection ; and

lie Country by Co- this policy prevailed during the whole period of the dominion of
!n form a perpetual Hfance. Meantime, the Jesuits, not finding such encouragement 
lie condition of res- fifom the Company as they expected, in gratuitous Grants of Land, 
e French and their obtained from the King, in tl£ first instance, a Patent, enabling them 
to remain at peace, *o purchase lands, which they, however, used to a very limited ex- 

oposai, which virtu- ■cut, looking forward to the approaching period of a resumption of 
mis, or Five Confc- ^^Eic rights of the Crown, and the establishment of a Royal Govcrn- 
been advantageous H»ent, instead bf that of a Commercial Company. From the nature 

■f their Institute, this Society was gradually Requiting a complete 
eparate its interest ^ftnitroul in the clerical affairs and instruction dT the people of Cana- 
it as Governor, out Hp ; and, in the year 1670, they were not afraid to recommend the 
jickly perceived tbt Wqioiirtincut of a Bishop, expecting, rather, that he would he an in- 
tlcfend the Countij JHrument or cloak to their ambition, than a cheek upon it. They al- 
the Natives, and flu ^■ril.Ysi in fact, formed a clerical Aristocracy, similar to the Aristocracy 
lie Company, woulti Venice, admitting only such a ruler oi' Lay-Clergy, as the Doge
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<>( Venire, « hone every action was secret I v dictated to him, by a »r 
leet Council. In the year 1662, the plan of gratuitous Missions wa, 
modified ; and in the parts of the Colony which were cultivated In 
Vrenehmen, it was proposed to provide for a Parochial Clergy, In 
tyllies, as in France. This provision was not, however, efficiently 
executed, till the circumstances of the Inhabitants were more cor 
rcctly ascertained under the Royal Government ; when the tytho way 
reduced in Canada to one twenty-sixth part of the crop of Grain 
raised for the food of man; this moderate provision was first estab 
lisbed by the Sovereign Council of Quebec, in the year 1667, anil 
continued, after a period of trial, by a Royal Order in the year 1(179.

From this anticipation on the important subject of a Colonial o 
tablislunent and support of the Clergy, we return to the course of 
events which immediately preceded the abandonment of the territo
rial rights of the Company. This Association, then reduced to 45 
Members, appears, by choosing the Baron d’Avangour, to have rather 
provoked an interference on the part of the King, than deprecated it. 
He was a man more calculated to cut than untie the gordian knot 
of difficulties ; and he no sooner, by personal inspection, bad ascer
tained the deplorable state of the Colony, than he directed the Co
lonists to appeal to the King, who sent out a Commissioner to en
quire into the facts alledgcd ; and his report having confirmed them, 
His Majesty decided upon the immediate resumption of his rights, 
and erecting Canada into a Royal Government.

At this critical period, the Jesuits, in their Journals, reported a 
physical event, which, not being confirmed by the history or tradi 
tion of the English Colonies, and their Indian Allies, is considered as 
a mere fabrication, calculated, like other pious frauds, to conned 
disorders of Government w ith the alarming phenomena of nature. 
The knowledge of the Country possessed by the Jesuits, emboldened 
them, as is supposed, to insert the event in their secret Journals ; and 
they securely calculated upon peculiar formations of hills and ra
vines, indicating the effects of an earthquake In the Country below 
Quebec, as supporting their assertion of the event at the time speci
fied in those Journals. This Legend we merely allude to, as having 
Imposed upon some enquirers into Canadian History, who, in the 
midst of uninteresting events, appear to have seized upon this with 
avidity, in order to enchain the momentary attention of their rea- 
ders :—it is stated to have taken place on the 5th of February, old 
style, 166.1, a day dedicated to the worship of the Holy Virgin.

While this alleged earthquake was troubling the Territory and In
habitants of Canada, the Company w ere deliberating upon the Royal 
Orders of Reference, by which Louis the Fourteenth directed 
them to consider the expediency of abandoning to the Crown, their 
Charter; the obligations of which, they were conscious that they had 
not fulfilled ; and it is w orthy of remark, that their real interest as 
mere Fur Traders, essentially prescribed hostility to French Colour
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Ition, and to every measure which could interfere with any other 
ropensity of the native Indian, except his love of war. The mild 
reeepts of the Christian Religion, which the Company had long v\- 
L-ted to check this propensity, had, on the contrary, been so much 
Igtorted in practice, by the fanatical zeal with which the Jesuits in- 
Ljrcd tliir converts against all Fagan Indians ; and the incursions of 
Ip ' » were so frequent, that the Fur Trade, on the side of Ca
rlin, was very much reduced ; and the means of destruction in that 
juntrv, were turned chiefly against the human race, instead of the 
iir hearing Animals. Under such circumstances and prospects, the 
Dinpuny, on the ‘24th of February, I tlfid/abandoned their rights to 

L> King, who accepted the same, by a Royal Fillet.
Monsieur tic Mcsy, appointed Gdvernor, Monsieur de Prtrée, 

jbqstolicul Vicar, and Monsieur (laudnhs, King's Commissioner, nr- 
pecl in Quebec, this year, accompanied by four hundred regular 
lops, one hundred families as Settlers, with Cattle, Horses, and 
nplcmenls of Agriculture.

I Monsieur tie (lautlnis, having administered the Oath of Allegiance 
the Inhabitants, and made some temporary regulations, the Gn- 

rnor published Ills Commission and put in execution the Royal 
jhet for the establishment of a Sovereign Council, to consist of 
«self, Monsieur de Petr re, Monsieur llohert, the Intendant, and 

iir other Counsellors, to be chosen by them. The powers confer- 
on this Sovereign Council, extended to the cognisance of all 

jscs civil and criminal ; to judge, in the last resort, according to 
Igiws and Ordinances of France, and the practice of the Failia

nt of Paris, reserving the general legislative power of the Crown 
he applied according to circumstances. This Council was farther 
ested with the regulation of Commerce, the expenditure of the 
bile Monies, the establishment of Inferior Courts at. Three-Hivers 

lil Montreal:—indeed, the delegation of power was so extensive, 
to form a new era in the Colonial Government of an absolute 
narcli.

This change was partly owing to the imperious necessities of the 
ilony, and partly to the enlightened views of Colbert, the great 
anciyl Minister of Louis the Fourteenth, who, in a period of go
al peace, was animated by the example of (lient Jlritain, to the 

provement of the Navigation and Commerce of France, by Colo- 
1 establishments. Canada, therefore, which had languished for 
re than a century, as an Ecclesiastical Mission, was henceforth 
wed in a temporal light also ; and began to improve in Population 

Agriculture. To the benefit of a regulated Civil Government, 
added increased military protection against the Iroquois. The 

ilony was also gradually strengthened by the arrival, at intervals, 
Settlers from Normandy, Picardy, the Isle of France, and other 
vinces, all Homan Catholics, distinguished not less by simplicity 
manners, than by attachment to ancient customs and peculiar

A. 1 ).
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modes of ( ’idlivnllon. These Si'lllerr, directed by the Jesuits ;vJ 
A. 1). oilier F.cclcxiaslics, gave a stable clmraclcr to tin- population ol ( I 

nada; though a military spirit was eventually milled, by locating i;, < 
disbanded Soldiers ol the Vaiikin.vn and ulJivr Regiments; 
Oliivers been me the principal Seigneurs ol ibe Colony, on coniliii, 
nl making Concessions of Land under the Feudal Tenure, as il >: 
exists, to the Soldiers and other Inhabitants. In ibis manner, w 
gradually formed and concentrated, under the powerful protect inn .1 
Louis the Fourteenth, an agricultural and military people, ilisitj 
guished by l^hits of implicit submission to their spiritual and te,I 
poral Leaders.

To promote the views ascribed to Colbert, it was deemed exi>h| 
cut, in the year ltilil, to remodel and extend the West India (' 
patty, adding Canada to their possessions, subordinate to the ( nut 
of France, with powers controled by Ills Majesty’s Governors nj 
Intendants, in the different Colonies. Thu Kdict, establishing J 
new Company, is an important historical Document, displaying 1/ 
extensive views of the French Cabinet, both with respect to Coin;, 
and Political aggrandisement, forming, likewise, one of the linL 
that chain of evidence, w hich convinces the unprejudiced reader, a. 
the ambition of Louis thr Fourteenth, was not eonlincd to Luin(«| 
but embraced every ipiartcr of the Globe. It is not foreign ton} 
subject to allude to those views; because they will enable us to Ira 
that ambitious course of policy in Canada, which, after exciting ill 
jealousy of the neighbouring British Colonies, finally led, under til 
circumstances, to the expulsion of French dominion from NVrJ 
America. This Kdict, which confers civil and military powersJ 
the West India Company of France, similar to those aftcrwaij 
granted by Great Britain to the East India Company of England,' 
distinguished from the latter, by naturalising Foreign Stockholilul 
But we shall translate a |>art of the General Enactment, and hii.tr 
allude to the details. Alter stating the motives, the Royal Will |n| 
ceeds as follows :—“ li e hereby establish it West India Company,Û 
“ be composed of persons already interested in the Continent 0/ /bar* 
“ tea, and others of our Subjects who map wish to become Stoclcim 
“ ers, for the purpose of carrying on the Commerce of that Couutnl 
“ from the Hirer Amazon, to the Oronoco, likewise the Islands Aril,I 
“ les, possessed bp Frenchmen, Canada, L'Acadie, both Continent nl 
“ Islands, from the A’uith of Canada, to Virginia and Lluridil 
“also the Coast of Africa, from Cape Vcrd, to the Cape of hr 
“ Hope, so tar as the said Company may be able to penetrate, whet*
“ the said Countries may now appertain to us, as being, or liarn 
“ been occupied by Frenchmen, or in so far as the said Company .'iJ 
“ establish itself by exterminating or conquering the Natives or Cut-’ 
“ sisrs of such EvnorKAS Nations as arc pot our Allies.”

Among the details, we find the following“remarkable particulars:- 
. The Company is hound to carry out and establish a sufficient uut j
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of Priests, and to build Churches and Mouses for their accom
odation, and for the performance of their Holy Functions. (I. An 
crest in the Company should not derogate from the privileges of 

nobility of the Kingdom. 3. The Stock or Shares were made

I
nsferablc, and the revenue or profits of them alone, could be al
lied for Debts owing by the Holders, even to the King himself. 
The Company was to enjoy a monopoly of the Territories and the 
jde of the Colonies thus conceded, for forty years: it was not only 
enjoy the exclusive Navigation, but His Majesty conferred a botin- 

I of thirty Livres on every ton of Goods exported to France ; 
such imported Colonial Merchandise as had paid the Cus- 
and other duties on consumption, could be re-exported by 

Company, without any charge of export duty, 5. The Company 
not only endowed as Seigneur with all the Rincon ceded lands, 
invested with the right of extinguishing the titles of Seigniories 

|htcd or sold by previous Companies, on condition of reimbursing 
Grantees and Purchasers for their costs and improvements. f>. 
King assumed all claims of previous Companies established in 

Colonies by himself or his predecessors; and the new Company 
i invested with all the Seigniorial rights and dues already borne 
|he Inhabitants, as Seigniorial Vassals, with power to commute or 
fify them, as well as to make new Grants or Sales. 7. The Com- 

was to have a right to all Mines and Minerals, the power of 
!ng and recruiting Soldiers within the Kingdom, manufacturing 

P& and ammunition for the defence of their possessions, building 
and even declaring and carrying on war by Sea and Land 

Inst the native Indians or neighbouring foreign Colonies, in case 
nsult. H. To add to the splendour of the Company, a Coat of 
as was also granted, as stated in the language of heraldry below 
note ; * but it was ordered that when those Arms should be af- 
to warlike instruments and equipments, they should be sur- 

bnted by the Royal Arms of France. 9. The administration of 
pee was to be according to the Laws and Ordinances of the 
gdom, and the custom of Paris, and no other custom was to be 
luced into the Colonics. 10. To encourage emigration, as well 
gratify the present Inhabitants, all Colonists and Converts pro- 

|fog the Romish Faith, were declared capable of enjoying the 
rights in France and in the Colonies, as if they had been bom 

resident within the Kingdom. II. Lastly, in this munificent 
fct, His Majesty agrees to advance one tenth of the whole stock, 
lout interest, for four years, subject to a proportion of all losses 
fch might be incurred during that period, by the Company.
Then this new monopoly was reduced to practice in Canada, the 
kbitants made several complaints, which were listened to by the 
ppany ; and at length their grievances were decisively redressed by

Cn Ecu non, en champ d'Azur, semé de Jleurs dc Zyi if or tans nombre, deux 
•get pour support, et une Couronne trejtée.

F

A. D.
i
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1665.

1666.

t—v-*n * lie compromising Hoynl Arrêt of (lit* (Council of Suite, (luted tin- 
A. D. 0f April, 1666, wliicli grunted to the Inhabitants ofCanada the TnuM 

in hors, subject to un allowance of one fourth of all Beaver Skins, m J 
one tenth of all Buffalo Skins, and the total reservation to the ( 'un, ' 
puny of the Trade of Tudoussae, situated about seventy live miles I» 
low Quebec, at the mouth of the Saguenay River. This benefit!,, 
a rangement, calculated to diminish the temptation to smuggling 
which a close monopoly would hale produced, could not prevent 11 . 
and we are accordingly presented in the Records of the Colony, wlnjj 
the usual stratagems of Smugglers to evade every regulation for il» 
preservation of rights and collection of dues, which appear only tola 
a reasonable compensation for those expenses of the Administraliiill 
of Justice, to which the Company was subjected, and which 1 lis. Mr 
jesty's Commissioner, Monsieur lie Guatluis, had estimated at forte 
Eight Thousand Nine Hundred and fifty Livres, being the aggrij| 
gate of the Salaries of the ordinary Judges, exclusive of the otlir 
Civil Officers, payable by the King.

In the year 1665, Monsieur De Mczy was succeeded as Govertwtl 
by Monsieur De Courcellcs ; and Monsieur De Talon was appoints! 
Intendant, whose Commission besides the usual duties of Su périt 
tending financial and Land Affairs, gave him jurisdiction in vuriuii 
criminal and civil matters under the Governor.

In the year 1666, the Governor General, the Marquis De True 
who had first attended to his duties in the West India Islands, visite 
Canada; where he ordered the building of three forts as a part of tl,1 
military defence of the Colony against the Iroquois : the first 
was constructed by Monsieur So tel, at the mouth of the river „SV| 
or C/ianibly, and called by Ills name ; the second by Monsieur 
('limnbly ; and the third by Monsieur Dc Snllietes, Colonel of 
Ciyignan Regiment, all on the same River ; the last fort was nanit j 
St. I lcrese ; where the Colonel established his I lead Quarters.

This year, the Marquis Dc Tracy made an incursion into ill 
Country of the Iroquois, or Mohawks, usually called so by lid 
the English on account of their chiefly frequenting the banks of iff 
Mohawk River ;—the Indians saved themselves by flight, with the i 
ception of a few old men and women ; whose slaughter was celebrs 
ed, by singing Te Dcunt in the Cathedral of Quebec, by order oft!; 
Governor General.

Before this period, the successful incursions of the Iroquois h j 
suggested the expediency of concentrating the Settlements ; and J 
Royal Edict, dated the 21st of March, 1663, directed that no more lari 
should be cleared and inhabited, except in spots contiguous to eat 
other ; this Edict, though not strictly obeyed, has given a deed 
characteristic to the French Canadian Scttlements>which no model 
observer can account for, except on the principle of military defenen 
and this concentration, continued by various circumstances sir.cr til 
Conquest, is one of the causes which have left the North Lastcj 
frontier of Lower Canada nearly a desert, and exposed to the Tor
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an d pretensions of the United States ; for if, under the French and , 
inghsli Government, the Ecclesiastical and Military Superiors of the A. 1). 
Canadians had encouraged back Settlements, we should never have 

ard of the present pretensions of the new State of Maine upon 
aids within twelve miles of Quebec: : the fact of long occupancy 

fcould have been decisive, preventing not only the possible loss of 
territory, but also the expenses of negotiation or warfare to obtain and 

■serve an adequate land communication between Lower Canada 
id New Brunswick.
This year, the Governor General, notwithstanding the remonstrance 10f>7. 
MonsieurDeTalon the Intendant, confirmed to theVVest India Com- 

iny, within Canada, the same rights, privileges and authority which 
id been enjoyed by the Company of One Hundred Associates ulrea- 

nientioned ; and being now more than seventy years of age, he re- 
rned to France.
Monsieur De Talon, a man of science and extensive views, had 

It been long in Canada, before he perceived the nuturid interest of 
Company to be adverse to Colonisation ; and the whole scope of 
measures in the Colony, And of his correspondence with the great 

linister CollierI, tended to hasten that resumption of the rights of the 
iwii, which his persevering remonstrances, combined with the 
liplaiats of the Colonists, at length obtained, at a great pecuniary 
trifice on the part of the King, in the year 167‘L 

[With these views, the Intendant endeavoured to direct the indus- 
of the Inhabitants to other objects than the Fur Trade ; he drew 
attention of Colbert to the means of obtaining warlike instruments 

Id naval stores within the Colony ; he pointed x*ut the Iron Mines 
ISt* Maurice ; the Pine Masts and Oak for Shipbuilding, on the bor
ers of the St. Lawrence; the capability of the sod to produce 
imp; and the worthy correspondent of a great Minister, appears to 

pe bud the most correct and extensive views, as to the resources of 
Colony and the means of rendering them available, not only for 

: interests of the Colonists, but for the Empire at large. 
rhis year, Monsieur De Talon visited France ; and, by his energetic 
resentations, obtained the transmission of instructions to the Gov- 

lor, and a variety of measures calculated to favor Colonisation. An 
irval of peace with the Iroquois, favored the views of the Intendant, 
permitted the location of part of the disbanded officers and soldiers 

the regiment Cariguan, upon lands granted under the Seigniorial or 
|udal Tenure. The statement of the population given to Colbert, 
iwing a great excess of males, the King used means to encourage the 
iker sex to brave the dangers of a long voyage ; and several hun
ts of young women were induced, by temporal and spiritual mo- 
i, to go to Quebec ; where, under the patronage of" the Govern- 
it, they speedily obtained husbands; and, under the direction of 
Friests, contributed much to improve thé peace aud domestic 

Inomy of the Country. This encouragement to legitimate popu- 1670. 
ion, was followed by a UoyalEdict, dated the 12th of April, 1670, by
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which his Majesty granted a pension of three hundred livres to parent th| newCountry, all thosi
A. D. who had ten children, and of four hundred livres to those w ho h;,i. a*g) other circumstances ’

twelve, born in lawful wedlock, and alive and well at the period «>> put, owing partly to tl
applying for the Royal Bounty. On each marriage of a male of twenty |j*acteristics, the Frern
with a female of sixteen years of age, and under, a gratuity of twentvtefilcts of the jealousy oft
five livres was ordered; and the Sovereign Council was instructed t creasing naval and militar
impose penalties on all such Parents as should not join their children itjMexpulsion of James th
marriage before they attained the ages before mentioned. These rt jjAvery part of the world
gelations, favored in their execution by a variety of circumstances, had id*hougli Louis the Fou
a lasting effect upon the French population of Canada ; and, at the |ic |^B iu negotiations and i
riod w hen we write, though it contains a moderate proportion of widiivijDvrcn, his Minister Colbt
and orphans, it exhibits fewer of the anomalies of old bachelors and to the Representatior
maids, than any other population of European origin. ^Braging Colonisation in

About this time, the experimental religious communities alreadijluBS, 1672, reduced the e?
mentioned, established in Quebec, Thiee hirers and Montreal, for thi^H reason for this act of |
limited education of the people, which suited the ideas of the age ai .(^Boriginal concessions w
views of temporal and spiritual domination, were confirmed l»|Med by the holders ; am
Royal Edicts ; and large tracts of land were granted in mortmain fmUBed on the banks of ri\
their support. Under such circumstances, a population was gradualir**>uiaging Emigrants fro
moulded into a shape suited to the views of the Government of Imay serve to readers

t Mother Country, by the effect of French Institutions, and fitted to pi -Mvc authority exercised
a conspicuous part, in advancing the Colonial ambition of Franct,°*8Sub.jects, acting to th
which, soon after this period, explored the course of the great Rivir4^F°*emn treaties with fi
Mississippi, by the enterprise of the unfortunate Monsieur De LaSaHt^^ks jocularly remarked,

At this point of our historical summary, it may be proper to anti *1*® always been precede!
pate a few of the advantages which the increasing population of gradual approaches
nada offered to the ambitious views of I.ouis the 14th. The wonder.^*’ were marked by ycai
ful zeal and perseverance of the Jesuit Missionaries were more instru-^^| this year authoriis^d to
mental in obtaining allies to the French, than converts to the tenets (called by the E
the Church of Rome ; "and, by their negotiations and intrigues, th( uPjFy Great Britain, to Fri
frequently paralysed the hostility of the Iroquois ; while the able Edict, to establis
activeAdministration of Talon, promoting Industry and Commerce, led^Veantlme> *he French 1
to that concentration of power in Canada, upon which basis, the ,*n n,ore strict
arch founded his future encroachments on the English Colonies ; 81^c °1 St. I
established, at last, a chain of military posts from Quebec, on the St-Lav^U^'l011,’ nitulc a treaty
rencc, to New Orleans, on the Mississippi. Among those advantages,^* $t. Mary; where .
none arc more worthy of the attention of the reader of Canadian His!f** M} “P *n token °t th<
tory, than the attachment to the glory of the Mother Country, whicn^BP* ^erritory by His M
the established Seminaries, superintended by natives of France, forthc^T*6 "Oquois, Mohawks
education of the higher classes, and the instruction chiefly religious on^BC| ‘E *iac* pretenaior
the people, tended to produce. The result of the measures of thffSj;nt 1 coasts. of the 1
Civil, Military and Ecclesiastical Superiors of the Colonists, combined^*!?11!1* intrigue, t<
in forming their character. From the earliest dawn of intellect, the^V^ thojje means was n
ideas of the young Canadian were systematically connected with . Commercial purp<
greatness of his King, and the glory of France. The Religious UiU’s£^K*8lon t0 80 at li,c
and Ceremonies, the Government, the Laws, the names of Civil, Milita-^*!^61116^ ^‘8 Succe
rv and Religious Institutions, Edifices, Streets and Public Roads; thej^F]6,11 *ort consider!
Language,Literature and Amusements werecalculated tore-nroducci3ik!*d<î !uirI,ase o1 driving

i tne .Lakes and River.
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|other circumstances would permit.
Jut, owing partly to the national ambition connected with these 
racteristics, the French could not long preserve Canada from the 
ds of the jealousy of the English Colonies, supported by the in
sing naval and military forces of Great Britain, which power, after

I expulsion o î James the Skcond, became the lasting rival of France, 
very part of the world.
'hough Louis the Fourteenth, in the year 1671, was chiefly occti- 

in negotiations and intrigues, preparatory to his war against the 
pen, his Minister Colbert, nevertheless, appears to have paid atten
te the Representations of Monsieur Talon. on the means of en

gaging Colonisation in Canada ; for a Royal Edict, dated the 4th of 
i, 1672, reduced the extent ofconcessions of land, one half, alleging,

J reason for this act of power, that an investigation had proved that 
[original concessions were larger than the means of cultivation pos
ed by the holders ; and that those concessions, being conveniently 
ed on the banks of rivers, prevented His Majesty from adequately 

[imaging Emigrants from France, except by this retrenchment. This 
, may serve to readers of the present day, as a specimen of the ab- 

authority exercised by the King over the property of his Colo- 
Subjccts, acting to them much in the same manner as he did, lin
oleum treaties w ith foreign powers ; in his ratification of which,

^s jocularly remarked, by a Dutch Merchant, that his name should 
always been preceded by the salvo, “ Sauf erreurs et omissions." 

gradual approaches to the dissolution of the rights of the Com
it, were marked by yearly accessions of power to the Intendant, who 

I this year authorised to frame Regulations of Police, for Canada and 
radie, (called by the English,Nova Scotia,) which had been given 

[>y Great Britain, to France. Monsieur Talon was empowered by 
imc Edict, to establish the ordinary Judges in the latter Colony, 

leantime, the French had profited by the peace with the Iroquois, 
ftobine in more strict alliance, the whole of the Indians on the 
pdian side of the St. Lawrence, and its parent Lakes. Monsieur 
fisson, made a treaty with the North Western Tribes, at the 
of St. Mary; where a Cross, inscribed with the Arms of France,

[set up in token of the possession and protection of the whole 
of 1 erritory by Ilis Majesty.
te Iroquois, Mohawks or Five Mations, as they are indiscrimin- 
1 called, had pretensions on both banks of the St. Lawrence, and 
Doth coasts of the Lakes ; but the French now employed
gleans of intrigue, to drive them from the Canadian side ;__
[>f thojje means was negotiating for leave to establish Posts for 
feed Commercial purposes ; and Monsieur de Courcelles obtained 
Rasion to do so at the mouth of Lake Ontario, which, under the 
Igement of his Successor in the Government, Count Frontenac 
Die a Fort of considerable strength, and eventually served the 
ded purpose of driving the Five Mations to the English side of 
-akes and River.
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i After the accession of Count Fronlenhc, who was of a violent and 
A. D. arbitrary disposition, Monsieur Talon was prevailed on to remain,I 

partly by the express command of the King, and partly by his eager I 
desire to extend the dominion of France, in the interior. The great I 
River Mississippi, which the Indians of the Falls of St. Mary had 
vaguely described as running neither to the East nor to the Aorth,] 
was now the great object to be explored ; and after a preliminary ex
pedition, by Marquet, a Jesuit, and Joliet, a Geographer, who de
scended the Mississippi as far as to its confluence with the Arcanau| 
River, the famous, though unfortunate l a Salle, undertook to trace 
it to the Gulph ol Mexico. This great enterprise, patronised In I 
Frontenac, involved great difficulties ; La Salle could not, like the 
Jesuit and his disguised Geographer, pass through the Indian Tribes, I 
without exciting their jealousy ; for he took with him a considerable I 
force, in order to establish a chain of Posts on his route from the 
Falls of St Ma^y, to the Mississippi. Those establishments occupied 
him more l^iah three years ; and, having descended the River in the 
summer of 1682, so far as to ascertain its discharge into the Gulph 
of Mexico, he returned to Quebec in the following spring ; and was 
encouraged by the Governor and the Intendant, to go to France, 
with the view of ascertaining his discovery, by sailing from the Gulph 
of Mexico, and then establishing a Colony on the banks of the Mis
sissippi.

But we have anticipated on the course of events, and must now j 
return to the year 1674; when the King of France, by an Edict dat
ed in December, resumed his rights to all the Territories conceded I 
to the West India Company. This resumption, ascribed to the joint 
representations of the Intendant and the Colonists, has a greater ap
pearance of equity, than most of the Royal Mandates of absolute I 
Monarchs ; the King assumes all the Debts of the Company and the 
current value of the Stock, and takes upon him that expense of the i 
administration of justice, to which the Corporation was subjected.

A Royal Edict dated the 5th of June, J675, confirmed the es tab-1 
lishment of the Sovereign Council, which was ordered to be compos
ed of the Governor, François de Laval, lately appointed Bishop, I 
by the Pope, or in his absence, the Grand Vicar, with seven other 
Counsellors. In this Council, the Governor was first, the Bishop, or I 
his Representative, before mentioned, second, and the Intendant, 
third in rank : it was also the duty of the Intendant, to take the 
Votes, and pronounce the Decrêts of the Sovereign Council, and he I 
had the general superintendence of the King’s Courts.

Monsieur de Talon, having succeeded in destroying a Company 
which he considered hostile to Colonisation, retired to F'rance ; anil 
Monsieur de Chesnau was appointed in his place, with increased pow
er. He was directed to superintend and support the Inferior Judges 
and Officers ; to see that the Sovereign Council conformed in all 
cases, Civil and Criminal, to the Ordinances of the Kingdom, and

1674.

1675-
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the custom of Paris ; to make Police Regulations, in concurrence r-A-n 
with the Council, to be executed by the Interior Judges, and even to A.D. 
make them at his discretion, in case of delay on the part of the 
Council. The Intendant appears, in his Civil, as well as his Finan
cial Department, responsible to the King only ; and from an investi
gation of the Colonial Records, it would seem that no Colonial Tii- 
bunal could punish malversation in any Officer of the Civil Depart
ment : but, by an act of power, on the personal responsibility of the 
Governor, he might be suspended from his functions, dismissed, or 
even imprisoned ; but his cause was always cognisable by Ilis Majes
ty only.*

The Count de Froniennc was of a violent and arbitrary disposition ; 
and, after quarrelling with the Priests, and also with various Civil 
Officers, his disputes with the Intendant, who represented His Ma
jesty in Financial matters, brought on a crisis producing the recall of 
both. During the Administration of Monsieur de Frontenac, his own 
arbitrary disposition extended to his Delegates, in the inferior and 
sectional Governments ; and an Edict was issued by His Majesty, 
dated the 7th of May, 1679, prohibiting the imprisonment of any 
French Subject or Colonist, except by order of the Governor Gene
ral, or by Decree of the Sovereign Council : these authorities were 
justly considered by his Majesty, as more amenable to his tribunals 
within the Kingdom, and more influenced by the salutary restriction 
of responsibility, than the obscure Delegates of executive power in 
the interior of the Colony.

In the year 1679, an attempt was made to establish the Parochial 
Clergy, and to fix the right of patronage in the Seigneurs ; but the 
conditions imposed upon them, of building Churches of stone, and 
providing suitable accommodation for the Priest, were found too 
burthensome ; and what is called the Parochial Clergy of Romish 
persuasion in Canada, is merely a number of Missionaries, removable 
at the discretion of the Bishop. Under these circumstances, an ex
traordinary anomaly arose, and still exists: namely, that there is no 
patronage of Churches in Canada ; but that the Vassals of the 
Seigneurs, merely provide a place of worship, and then apply to the 
Bishop for a Missionary, on condition of paying to him the modified 
tythe of the twenty-sixth part of Wheat and other Grain.

* In the year 1676, two restrictive regulations were made hy the Kin", which, 
however well intended, could never be executed : the first forbade, under heavy 
penalties, the sale of Brandy to the Indians ; the second, prohibited all persons from 
leaving the Settlements, Towns or Hosts, to trade or barter with the Indians in the 
forests. It was certainly good policy to accustom the Indians to visit the Settle
ments for the purpose of trading, rather than to suffer the Coureurs des fiais, or 
half Savage Pedlars, to collect the Furs in the Hunting Grounds, and follow 
their inclination of reselling them to the English Colonists. Both Regulations 
were, however, evaded : the Indians were treated with Brandy gratis; and the 
Coureurs des Bois preferred banishment, to the abandonment of a contraband trade, 
which yearly increased till the period of the Conquest. A Census taken this year, 
shows the number of French Settlers and converted Indians in their vicinity, to be 
only tiff.it thousand four hundred and fifteen souls.

K
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i About this time, began a series of enterprises and expeditions <m.n,ll|vsve„di J to profil 
A. 1). the part of the French Governors, which combined #he extension iln®'l)|un!sts in American 

security of the Fur Trade, with views of territorial dominion on th*,)e wj10]e 0f ,|)c 
wliole line of the St. I.awrence, the Lakes, the River Mississippi, British arms obtain
its tributaries; the partial success of which, excited first the hostility® From-this digression, 
of the English Colonies, and eventually led to war between the Gom,|,jc|i sujls the narrow 
vernments of France and Great Britain, ending; after a great varie* jn ,})t, year (
of fortune, in the Conquest of Canada, by the latter power, in tli®^# /(l «as appoin
year 1760. ■Commercial intercourse

Before more particularly alluding to the progress of these cventiB\yest India Islands, tl 
we shall take the liberty of making a general remark upon the clial;l)Vvrn()r General of a 
ratter and genius of the French and English Governments resptcB|)e new world, 
lively ; in so far as they influenced the final result of their long r,J Notwithstanding th< 
valship in North America. fcland, to the King of

An impulse, favourable to the Colonisation of Ngw France, "a^f|,cjr Commercial prop< 
first given during the vigorous Administration of the great CardinME-om the French to th< 
tic Richelieu, which was no longer felt under the following female Hel^overnor of New Yor 
gency. The energetic reign of Louis the Fourteenth, again supplitiKoureJ this project, by 
the necessary stimulus to improvement, which gradually declined alKgainst the French. T 
ter his death ; and, notw ithstanding the military habits of a growin*n(i [fis successor, the 
Colonial Population, and the national interests and glory involved iKues and warfare for it 
the fate of Canada, it was destined to fall during the licentious reigAj rs attempted to pent 
of Louis the Fifteenth, when vice, irréligion, and female ascenriancBablishment of a Frenc 
had debased the Court of France. ■’osts were gradually ei

v On the other hand, while the English Colonists had been gradual®^, Michnimackinac, 
ly extending their Settlements, they also acquired strength from t* The interference of 
improvement of the Constitution of Great Britain, after the expull687, had controuled 
sion of JameJthe Second, from the United Kingdom. At first, tlieWations against Canad 
were frequently driven back towards the Atlantic Coast, by the i*he intrigues of the cel 
cursions of the French and their Indian Allies ; but, in the reign *i alliance with the Fr 
King IVilliam tty Third, they co-opcrated with his vigorous Admilhe pacific intentions o 
nlstration, in an invasion of Canada, renewing the war in AmerioMndian Chief, apparentl 
whenever it existed between the rival Nations in Europe ; and seemKommander, to negotia 
ing to acquire fresh spirit at each defeat, they at length, during t* an Allies, gratified hi 
brilliant Administration of the elder Pitt, contributed largely, Sack the French Settlei 
blood, treasure and talent, to the final expulsion of French dominiol'hich they did on the 1 
from North America. Inhabitants, and destr

During thieilong contest, each party had advantages peculiar *ess, and the conseque 
itself. CanadL comparatively weak in population, had the advanta$®olony ip a state of di 
of being unde? one head, whose sole will called forth and reguBours fr$m France, und 
lated the energies of the Colonists combined with the regular troop*ointed with the inten 
and aided by the terrific warfare of their Savage Allies. The BriWew York, but found 
tisli Colonies, divided by different commands, unable to controul <*ances of Canada, to i 
conciliate local interests, and deficient in that address which attaclieBe sent a party of Fret 
the Savage race of mankind, suffered repeated and humiliating deButcecded in surprising 
feats. It was only after they had studied the French system, anBabitants of Skenectad 
adopted its better parts ; when British Commanders of regular troop^fic massacre so much
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Governments resptxl t|,e new world

nmleseendt d to profit hj the painful experience acquired by the 
Colonists in American warfare, and when also adversity had driven 
fhe whole of the Colonies'to unite in making one great effort, that 
[lie British arms obtained decisive success in Canada.

From-this digression, we return to that brief summary of events', 
which suits the narrow limits of this Introduction.

In the year 1682, Count Frontenac was recalled ; and Monsieur 
tit ta Barre was appointed Governor, with instructions to cultivate a 
Commercial intercourse between Quebec and the Ports of the French 
West India Islands, then presided over by the Count dr Bienne, the 
[governor General of all the possessions of Louis the Fourteenth, in

suit of their long
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Notwithstanding the subserviency of Charles the Second, of En- ( 
[land, to the King of France, the British Colonists, obeying only 

llieir Commercial propensities, were gradually attracting the Indians, 
from the French to the English Trading Posts ; and Dongan, the 
Governor of New York, regardless of the orders of his Court, fa
voured this project, by cherishing the hostility of the Five Nations, 
kgainst the French. This conduct induced Monsieur de la Barre, 
knd his successor, the Marquis de Nonville, to employ both intri
rues and warfare for its counteraction ; and, wherever English Tra
cers attempted to penetrate, they were speedily checked, by the es- 
ablishment of a French Fort or Military Post. With this view,
Posts were gradually established at Cataraqui, now Kingston, Nia- 
pirn, Michilimackinac, Detroit, #c.

The interference pf James the Second, of England, in the year 1687. 
|687, had controuled this rivalship ; and the hostility of the Five 
Nations against Canada, would, for a time, have been checked, if 

Ihe intrigues of the celebrated Le Rat, a Chief of the Huron Tribe,
Vi alliance with the French, had not destroyed their confidence in 
lie pacific intentions of the Governor of Canada. This ambitious 
Indian Chief, apparently mortified by the pretension of the French 
commander, to negotiate without previous consultation with his In- 
lian Allies, gratified his revenge by exciting the Five Nations to al
ack the French Settlement on the Island of Montreal, by surprise, 
ihich they did on the 26th of July, 1688, killing a thousand of the JC88. 
Inhabitants, and destroying Houses, Crops and Cattle. This suc
cess, and the consequent defection of the French Indians, kept the 
polony in a state of disquiet for some time, till the arrival of suc- 
ours frifm France, under the Sieur de Frontenac, who had been ap- 1689. 

lointed with the intention of carrying the war into the Province of 
lew York, but found himself reduced by the unexpected circum- 
kances of Canada, to act on the defensive, till the year 1690 ; when 
le sent a party of French and Indians against that Province, who 
ucceeded in surprising and massacring the greater part of the In

habitants of Skenectaday, on the 8th of February, 1690. This ter- 1690. 
^fic massacre so much alarmed the British Settlers at Albany, that

G
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mows, nml solieitmg natal nml unlit in y in-oppinlioii in iillnvliii 
Quebec. wnx unsuccessful, owing lo llip exigencies ol lliv win in hi 
ropo ; nml iliis defs'ct of reinforcements, vinisoil llir Ihiluro ol lliv rn 
terprise. which ilio Volonislx perscveicd in,‘tinder every tliscnurag 
wnl. This ntlnvk is remarkable, ns resembling, in its plan, tin* ln<| 
god successful viiMtpnign of llip your I7ô!k nml will imliivv 
mipnvlinl historian lo give gronl vvoilil lo lliv British Colonial l.ni 
vis, for llivir direction of lliv regular lorops, lo tlio proper points 
invasion.

Tliv attack, liy land and inland Navigation, from lliv Snullin 
Frontier. lirst failed ; and tlio Hop I sentr round frlmt llostmi, with 
small army, vonnnandrd by .Sir II illiam Fhippe, having only rvnilij 
vd Quebec oii tlio .'ill of Ovlolivr, FrojOenac Imd snlliciptil limrli 
prepare for defence. Nothing proves more lliv determination of i" 
British Colonists lo perswerv, in lliv most desperate virtminslam 
in lliv policy of destroying French dominion ip America, than ll 
conduct of (tovernor IMiipps : his army was not composed of reguj 
lar (mops, hot of men excited lo revenge ^.injuries, inflicted by l 
French and their Indian Allies, upon their tajgtivrs and fellow sol 
Sects on dip frontiers; and this spirit impelled him to hazards whid 
astonished, though they did not intimidate Frontenac. On the fil 
of Octoberw l’liimis sent a Summons to surrender Quebec, which In 
more the form of a Manifesto, than that which is usually employ 
by regular Commanders, who are generally brief in their Mandai 
The Messenger found Frontenac in the Chateau St.I.nuis, surround! 
by all whé could give dignity to the Representative oft/.mm li 
Fourteenth, of France. With that vanity which distinguishes l 
French Nation, he had prepared to dazzle the Messenger, by a d 
play of Courtlike splendour, and he received him in the midst of 
Council, and answered the Summons verbally in the negative 
British Commander then resolved. upon an attack, influenced, prol 
bly, by the spirit of his forces; but the French soon convinced In 
of the impossibility of success, and sufficiently cooled the courage 
his men, to induce them to acquiesce in the decision of a Council
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ar, to return to Muslim.* Thi* prudent ref real, however, was not 
H'crtnl without eonsiderahle loss in Ships and Men, limn acfidentul A.
IHIISIS.

Ttonlfnnr douhlless deserves credit for his vigorous preparations ; 
al die defence of (jucher, against undisciplined forces, was impro- 

n»i*1 y niiseil in 1‘ranee In an exaggerated degree of splendour. A 
Inliil was struck on I he occasion, and profusely distributed ; and 
reiiehmeii, as usual, laid the loimdnfion of future misfortune, by 
iespixing an enemy, who only retreated with the determination of re 
lulling in sullieient strength, a I a distant, day, to seek indemnity for 
ip past, and security for I he future, hy the utter annihilation of 
iciii li dominion in A no rim.
Aller (Jucher had been freed from the presence of no enemy, a 
all fleet from France, uliiili fear ol that of the British Colonists,

Kill kepi enneealed in the Maguenay Hiver, made ils appearance, with 
maps and Provisions. These supplies, particularly the Provisions, 
ire essentially necessary, owing to flic destructive incursions of the 
Illinois or l ive Nations, which had, in a great measure, destroyed 

lie fruits of agricultural industry.
As the Fur Trade, which always constituted the chief value of 

maila to France, had about this period, assumed that regulated form 
licli existed with little variation till the Compicsl, we shall hriifly 
scribe its interior routine. It consisted of two parts : 1st, The 
•«tie
Montreal

mikct. ’Tliis local Trade was open to all tlie Colonists, subject to 
contribution of one fourth ni I lie Beaver, and one tenth of the 
iHalae Skins, to the King, which right, Ills Majesty farmed out to 
rtnin Patentees, or T'nrmrrs (Icnerul. These Farmers General, hy 
abuse common in French Finances, contrived to purchase most of 

c Furs, hut more particularly the Beaver and Buffuloc, from the 
erclmnls, blending together into one transaction, the receipt of the 
ntrilmtion, and the purchase of the remainder ; and this worst «pc-~ 
s of Monopoly, continued till the year 1701 ; when the Merchants 
lamed a Royal Fillet, for the establishment of a Company, to eon- 
t of all persons willing to become Associates, for Shares of Fifty 
vrus each. Holders of Twenty Shares, were entitled to deliberate 
all Meetings, and might In: chosen T/irectors of the Company. 
ic whole of the Beaver Trade, and the claims of the Crown upon 
were granted for the consideration of an annual contribution to 

jc Colonial Treasury, of sixty thousand Livres. With the combined 
ws of checking the contraband trade to New York, arid eneourag- 
thc exertions of the Inland Traders, a liberal çninirnum price in

I)

Ic carried on at the great Annual l airs In the Cities, particularly . 
un I real ; where the Indians themselves brought, their Fur* to '

See a curious account of the proceedings of the British Provincial Sea and 
^nd Forces before Quebec, hy the second in Command, Colonel P. John Wally, 
ntained in a note to Smith’s History of Canada, vol. 1, p. 93, printed at Quebec, 

|the year 1915, but not published till the year 1820.
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ï money, was fixed by this Edict, for Beaver Skins, distinguished intol 
A. D. three qualities, averaging two livres thirteen sous, or about two shil 

lings and three pence sterling, per pound. 2d. The second part of 
this Trade, extended to the distant Posts and Places, whence the In
dians could not be expected to bring their Furs to the Montreal Fair. 
Licenses were granted to carry on this trade, as a royal bounty to 
old Officers, or to the poor gentry of the Colony, which they sold to 
the inland Traders. The extent of trade allowed to each License, 
was Merchandise to the amount of One Thousand Crowns, to carry 
which, and to convey the returns, the purchaser of the License was 
bound to employ two Canoes, with crews of six men in each. The I 
Seller of the License had also the right of furnishing Merchandise 
suitable for this Trade, to the amount before mentioned, at an ad
vance of 15 per Cent, upon the market price, making, w ith the an
nual price of the Licence, namely, Six Hundred Crowns, a hand
some income, in those times of comparative economy. A success
ful adventure, under such a License, generally gave to the Merchant 
a profit of four hundred per cent, on the Merchandise, and six hun
dred Crowns to each of the Canoe-men. But an essential part of 
this regulated trade, should be more particularly alluded to : the 
Canoe-men were not only entitled to provisions and clothing, but in
terested in the result of the adventure, by having a legal right to di
vide the surplus of the returns, after the cost of License, Merchan
dise, and Four Hundred per cent, profit to the Merchant, had been 
reimbursed. Those privileges excited a spirit of enterprise among 
the young Colonists ; and almost every father of a family looked to 
the inland Fur Trade as a means of regular employment to part of his 
children. This employment had also peculiar attractions ; and the 
Canoe-man, though originally intending merely to obtain a little mo
ney to be employed in clearing and stocking a Farm, frequently dis
sipated his share of the returns, and undertook another voyage. la 
this manner, the avails of the Fur Trade were not so subservient to 
Colonisation, as the King expected ; but they must have contributed 
something towards the improvement of the Country ; and, in a poli
tical point of view, the effects of this Trade upon the Colonial popu
lation were important, in breeding up a class of men familiarised 
with the dangers and privations of a long inland navigation, and 
fitting them to co-operate with the Indian Allies of Fiance, in har
assing the British Colonies. The brilliant accounts given by the 
Canoe-men, of the scenes which they had visited, combined with the 
military spirit diffused among the Settlers, by disbanded Soldiers, 
rendered the Canadian Militia ambitious to accompany the regular 
forces in desultory warfare ; and, for many years before the Conquest, 
it was the common boast of a Canadian, that he had been employed 
in an expedition against the English on the Belle Rivière or Ohio.

Having thus alluded to the Fur Trade, in its Commercial and Po
litical effects, and connected the latter with those causes of alarm on
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lie part of the British Colonies, which combined them in an unalter- 
ible determination to destroy French dominion in America, we re
urn to the course of events.

The vigorous Administration of Frontenac first accustomed the 
olonists to co-operate with regular troops, in distant expeditions, 
gainst the English and their Indian Allies; and, though he was 
ounteracted by the intrigues of the Seigneurs, and of the Parochial 
'lergy, interested in keeping the population concentrated, he 
icrsevered, and exhibited to the English and the Five Indian Na
ums, their Allies, a formidable force, always ready to take advan
tage of their apathy, in order to take possession of every point cal
culated to extend the dominion of France, cut off the British from 
the Fur Trade, and hem them in between the highlands of Nova 
Scotia and the Allegany Mountains.

In the year 1693,* Frontenac began by chastising the Iroquois, 
nd, in the course of a few years, he weakened them by warfare, 
nd checked their incursions so much, by his judicious* location of 
lilitary Posts, that, except as auxiliaries to a British Force, they ne- 

rer afterwards were capable of making an impression upon Canada.
In the year 1697, before the Treaty of Peace between Great Bri

tain and France, concluded at Ryswick the 11th of September, or
ders were received by Frontenac to prepare to co-operate with large 
reinforcements from France, in the Conquest of New York ; and he 
made extraordinary exertions for that purpose. The news of the 
Treaty, and the consequent orders to cease offensive hostilities 
against the Provincials and the Iroquois, displeased the Governor, 
and rendered him entirely hostile to an unambitious course of policy, 
with respect to Indian trade and alliance, which was then contem
plated by the aged Monarch of France. This change, as it would 
lave afforded a chance of the protraction of French dominion in 
America, deserves particular notice. The granting of Licenses for 
trading with the far distant Indians, was forbidden ; and it was in
tended in future, to imitate the English, in merely attracting them to 
the public Fairs and Markets, in the settled parts of the Colony. It 
was justly argued by the authors of this policy, that the Fur 
Trade might be divided between the French and the English Colo
nists, without the necessity of either party taking an active part in 
the wars of the native Indians, who would be left to choose the best 
Market for the produce of their chase. The old system, however, 
of identifying Indian trade with Indian alliance, was so deeply rooted

This year, the Court, called Justice Royale, was established at Montreal. It 
was a Court Civil and Criminal, administered by a Lieutenant General, a Lieuten
ant Partieular, a King's Attorney, Ac. See His Majesty's Edict, dated the 5th 
of October, 1693. The rights of the Seigneurs extended to having establishments 
of Courts of Justice, Civil arid Criminal, upon their Estates ; but the expenses 
attending this Jurisdiction prevented its general execution, long before the Con
quest introduced the Criminal Law of England, and its attribution of the powers 
of life and death, to the Sovereign alone, and to his Delegates.

A. D

1693.

1697.
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A. It.

Is: <fa

in Cai-mla, (Iinl (lie Ordinance of l .oui* (hr Fourteenth, fur (lie «up. ineulral |)ow«r Inr lli 
pression of I nevuses, remained n dead letter ; mill the Irmlt- runt inn, §>" °‘ the English j»e« 
cl. iv before, in hr earned oil under llir patronage of Military men 1“' vl?w" ul V'! . nl,,n 
who found their ncrminl, in presenting In the F.nglish, on every poini^ IMore liostilmcs cm 
of tin- frontier, impediments to the imturnl vmirsv of liulimi Tniilv,E»11011 I’1 •lllillvc* 1111,1 
necessitating, on their nidi*, n constant preparation for defence ngaiiutPH>cr '■lv |»H*r«mn^e of 
the predatory incursions of the Savages. This nlatc of affairs, mal 
ing « hr existence of French dominion in Canada n continual olijnij 
of alarm mid (mur lo lhe English Colonists. in the course of time 
combined them tor its destruction ; which they attempted on ever* 
occasion, when war existed in Europe, hvtwren the Governments nl|
(in'iii Britain and France.

\\ lulv Monsieur dr Frontenac, and the Jesuit* were continuind 
their intrigue* among the Indian Tiihes, in order to detach tlicna 
fmm F.nglish intercourse, he died ill Quebec, on the ‘28th of NovemJ 
her. |(>«»8, in the 7Sth year of his age, and wns succeeded by tin 
('lin nlirr de Calliïrct, who was sucvcssfol in making pence with thi 
Five Nations, a* a power independent of Great Britain. L .

This peace, however, did not lost ; and the rising hope* of ihtfr for nearly a centur 
Jesuit* to convert the Five Nation* to the rite* of the Romish "I the Intendant», tl
t'lmreh. were soon prostrated ; and the F.nglish speedily recover^ vx|)cdieni y or state
that influence over them, which was so necessary for the prrsrrrulini 
of their frontier Settlements against the restless ambition ol tin 
French Ottievrs, on the line of Military l’osls.

The renewal of war between (irvnt Britain and France, in Mm 
170‘2, was no sooner known in Canada, than Monsieur dr VaUihn 
aware of the jealousy cxrited in the kn ( olonists, by his in. 
trigues mth their Indian Allies, represented to the Court of France, 
the necessity of reinforcements : and he made the best preparations
1.: ............... ............- à'.’— .I„r......... ni' «lin Pnlnnv Wliili< nmnloved ill till
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In the year 170(J, tli

his power tor the defence of the Colony. While employed in they 
measure*, he dic'd on the ytith ot May, 1i03, and was succeeded hi 
the Mmtfuis dr I'lntd-rmlic Marquis tie i ana~rnn. i , . ■ .

Neutrality in America seemed at first the desire of the Frenrl P* ?* nuv.gatm, 
*-• * •— — climate ;—disadvunCourt ; hut this avowed attempt to preserve peace in America, w 

accompanied with secret intrigues to weaken the influence ol thaccompanied won secret miriguc* to «vusvo mv mnmmi, ~
English over their Indian Allies, which, when discovered, led to tin * ry imd enterprise o 

................. . ri«» i______  111 tin; viNir 17(W. tlimost rancorous hostilities on both sides. The intolerance ol tl* 
French King, in his old age, and his cruel persecution of his Protêt 
tant Subjects in France, likewise tended, at this peculiar crisis, ti 
favour the solicitations of the English Colonists for a powerful o'-1 
operation with them, in the reduction of Canada. A circumstoiv 
which showed the religious feelings of England towards France, pi 
ceded the approaching display of force in America. The Bishop 
Quebec, returning from a visit to France, in the year 1704-, was tuk 
by the English on board of the La Seine, a French Frigate ; and 
was kept prisoner in England, with the hope of obtaining in c* 
change for his freedom, the release ot many French Protestants, thp 
confined by their King as Gulley Slaves. The negotiation, throng-
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neutral power for this purpose, was unsuccessful; and the indigna- e-'—■> 
dm of the Faiglish people at this result, was extremely favourable to A. I) 
H! views of the Colonies of New Fngland.
Before hostilities commenced/ some improvements in the adminis- 1705 

gtion of Justice, and in the Commerce of Canada, were attempted, 
tiller the patronage of Monsieur llnwlol, appointed Intendant, with 
ivrensed powers, on the 1st of January, 170/5. The number of 
■enclimcn and their descendants, now in the Colony, had increased 

k (illecu thousand ; and lie found them influenced by such a spirit 
| litigation, as disturbed the industry of Canada, in peace nearly 

much as the incursions of the Iroquois did in war. To allay ibis 
lirit, a system of more summary and arbitrary proceedings in law- 
tils, was introduced, which, along with its benefits,nirouglit the evil 
’ interference with the due course of law by an F.xecutive Officer, 
islmying all certainty and satisfaction in the enjoyment of Civil 
lights. Tlir. Custom ok Paris, the Laws and Ordinances of 
pince, and the mode of procedure in the Parliament of Paris, in- 
mhiced into Canada, bad given the semblance of a Oovernment of 
w for nearly a century ; but, in practice, under the increasing pnw- 
of the Intendants, they were virtually set aside, whenever a plea 

1 expediency or state necessity could be invented ; and the will of 
c King, expressed through the medium of the Intendant, particu- 
rly during war, superseded every law, for the protection of private 
(crests, w hich could interfere with contributions of labour or mo- 
ly, to His Majesty's service. The accumulation of the fruits of 
jilonial industry, during peuCc, was therefore chiefly encouraged.
Ith the view of having a fund on which to levy arbitrary contrilm- 
ins during w ar.
In the year 1700, the Government directed the attention of the 

creasing population, to the Fisheries,' and to other means of snp- 
ying the French YVcijt India Islands ; but these undertakings appear 
have been premature, grid farther obstructed by the periodical 

isc of the navigation of the St. Lawrenee, owing to the rigour of 
! climate ;—disadvantages which, even under the Free Government
Fngland after the Conquest, long repressed the Commercial in- 

litry and enterprise of Canada.
la the year 1708, the Romish Clergy were foiled in an attempt to 
crease the tythe from one twenty-sixth, to one thirteenth pnrt of 
•ain, the latter being the allowance in France, which the King 
My deemed too Imrthcnsome for a Colony, whose resources he 
(glit have occasion to appropriate for warlike purposes.
I The hostile designs of the English Colonies being ascertained, the 
ivemor of Canada resolved to anticipate them, by carrying the 
ir into their frontier Settlements, after negotiating for the ncutrali- 
of the Iroquois or Five Nations, who were flattered with the de
lation of a power equally independent of the Fnglish or the 
ench. These measures and intrigues were, however, counteracted

1706.

1708.
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hy till' English Colonists ; and the Marquis de Vawlrcuil liaxiij 
A. I). merely incensed them, hy the destruction of" the Village of Have 
1709. hill, and the masacre of some of its Inhabitants, was reduced tor 

main on the defensive. For, in the year 1709, he was informed tlJ 
extensive preparations were intended, hy the Government of fj 
gland, for the reduction of Canada, by attacking Quebec from $ej 
through the St. Lawrence, and by land, on the New England fra 
tier. Such was the zeal of the New Englanders, that they had d 
tided on their march, by Lake Champlain, to the attack of Montn 
al, when their progress, this year, was interrupted by the intelligenj 
that the naval and military forces intended to co-operate in Canaoj 
had been required for the assistance of Portugal.

This gave time to the Marquis de Vaudreuil, to prepare for i 
fence ; and, as another year was spent by England in reducing At 
dia, now Nova Scotia, supplies of men and money from France, wt 
superadded.*

in the year 1711, instead of sufficiently combining operations,! 
the side of Lake Champlain, against Montreal, with an attack 
Quebec, by Sea, the principal force was imprudently directed again 
Quebec, subjecting the fate of the expedition to the chances of an t 
tricate, and almost unknown navigation. The naval and militi 
forces, which left Boston in the beginning of July, were perfectly ad 
quate ; and proper means had been employed to recommend the into 
est of the invaders to the Canadians ;f but the Fleet was so much à 
maged by tempestuous weather, and accidents arising from ig 
ranee of the Coast, that the expedition was abandoned ; and the 
toration of peace between Great Britain and France, by the defii 
five Treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, left the French in possession of (j 
nada, and of extensive means of annoyance to the peace and cent
merce of the New England Colonies.

Meantime, a new stimulus to the extension and concatenation 
French Settlements in North America, arose from the establishmei 
of a French Colony on the Mississippi, which, under the patronal 
of the Government of France, and, by the successive efforts of Mi

1711.

• These delays, so favourable to the protraction of French dominion, were 
companied by a formidable domestic affliction : in the year 1710, a contagious 
ver raged in Quebec, which cut off a large proportion of the Garrison and iu ! 
habitants:—it was called the Purple Fever ; and may be conjectured to have I 
introduced by the Troops from France, landed at Quebec, after a long vo
calculated to produce a contagious fever.

f A long Manifesto, translated into French, was issued by Admiral Walker 
General. Hill, asserting the pretensions of Great Britain to the whole of H 
America, in virtue of original discovery ; describing the possession of Canada. 
France, as an usurpation : it contained a variety of complaints against the Canai 
Government, and, among others, its barbarous practice of rewarding its Ii 
Allies for killing Her Majesty’s Subjects, by giving forty Livres for every hu 
scalp delivered to the Canadian War Department. The usual promises of an 
vader to the invaded, were liberally made, similar, in many respect*, to the term 
the capitulation, in tlie year 1760.
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Mrur Iberville, a native of Canada, and Monsieur Crozat, a rich ,—*—, 
lerchunt, had acquired some celebrity, in the year 1714. Its trade A. D.

Furs was considerably extended by a new Company, established 
iis year, under the name of the West India Company ; the average 
imount of whose exports, in Furs, exceeded one hundred thousand 
minds sterling.
During the peace, the Governor of Canada, the Marquis dc Vau- 

\reuil, made great exertions to increase the population and strength- 
the Colony, by soliciting encouragement to Emigration, from 

[ranee ; he also recommended, that one hundred and fifty of the 
french Criminals, condemned to the slavery of the Gallics, should be 
mually selected and transported to Canada. In his communica- 
ons with the French Ministry, on those matters, the Marquis reck- 
is the Militja of Canada, as amounting to four thousand four hun- 
red and eighty, giving reason to infer that the whole population of 
en eh descent, was then about twenty-five thousand soujf.
In the year 1717, began the improved regulation of Notaries, fol- 1717. 
red up by farther royal declarations, in 1724' and 1733 ; by which 
»se Officers, and all their proceedings, were placed under the su- 
intendance of the King's Attorney General. Those regulations, 
long called for by the complaints of the Colonists against the No
ies, who had frequently been employed by designing men to de- 

id and oppress the peasantry, have been rendered less efficient 
:e the Conquest, which substituted the English, instead of the 

inch Criminal Law, and restricted the power of interference on the 
t of the Executive.
The year 1718, is chiefly remarkable, by the discovery, in the fo- 1718. 
:s of Canada, of the plant Ginseng by the Jesuit Lajitau. At in- 
als, Ginseng has formed a valuable article of export from Cana- 
but, being only consumed by the Chinese, their distant market 

not afforded that constant encouragement, which is requisite to 
;e its collection and preparation profitable to the Colonists, 

in the year 1720, improvements of the fortifications of Quebec and 1723. 
fntreal, were commenced, under the superintendance of Monsieur 
\pard C/iaussegros de Léry ; and to defray the expense of those 
fks, as well as of Barracks for the Troops, an Assessment or di- 
Tax, was imposed upon the Inhabitants of those Cities, and 
inued during the French dominion.*
the year 1722, a definitive regulation of the distribution and 1722 

:s of Parishes, took place: the draft prepared in Canada, by the

I In the year 1720, the number of Inhabitants of Quebec, was reckoned seven 
and ; that of Montreal, three thousand :—the superiority of Montreal to Que- 
>ith respect to population, in the present century, arises from a combination of 
aland political circumstances, worthy of the attention of our readers: they 

i be looked for in advantages of soil, climate and situation, which under the 
land Commercial Institutions of Great Britain, gradually superseding those of 
■France, wiH eventually render Montreal oue of the greatest Commercial Em- 
T<ni of the American Continent.

H
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Governor, the Intendant and (lie Bishop, was adopted, and, in due 
form promulgated us an Ordinniicc, by the Duke of Oilcans, tlien | 
Urgent c1’ France.

In ll , year 17xilb tlie Commerce of the Colony «as found to have 
made vuiisidi rablv progress, during ten years of foreign and internal | 
tramjuiilitv* Nineteen vessels cleared from Quebec, loaded wiili 
i't/h ies. I uin'er, Slave,', Tar, Tnhareo, Ilnur, Venue, Pork, Sr ; six j 
Merchant Ships, and two Ships of War, were also built this year : it 
is also remarkable, by the Vallet establishing the dower or entrance! 
monev ef Nuns, into the Convents" of Canada, at Jive thousand I • 

vie', reduced afterwards, by the Edict of 17T2, to the existing rolej 
of three thousand Livres, or about one hundred and twelve pounds 
sterling,*

The long and successful Administration of the Marquis dr Cm/-.: 
dreuil, ended by lus death, on the 10th of October, 17‘J.r>: a know- 
ledge of his character, and confidence in his good intentions, com 
bined with his general success in his undertakings, had made the ( o- 
lonists extremely attached to bis Administration ; and they not only 
exhibited the greatest sorrow for his death, as a public loss, but tiled 
extended their confidence to his descendants.

The death of the Marquis dr Vaudreuil, w as followed by the <le 
part me of the able Intendant, Monsieur Bigon, to France, who wai 
replaced by Monsieur du Vu y.

In the year 172(>, the Marquis dr Brauharnois, a natural son o 
Louis the Vi urtrenth, succeeded to the Government of Canada ; am 
his Administration contributed much to increase the military powcjj 
within the Colony, and to excite the jealousy and alarm of the Uni 
tisli Colonies of New York and New England. The Colonial pnlin| 
of France was, at this time, more particularly directed to the inercas 
of Territory, and to the monopoly of the Fur Trade, making bull 
mutually subservient to the most ambitious designs against the Li 
glish, whom it was proposed to encircle, ns with a belt, between I 
Allegany Mountains and the Atlantic Coast, depriving them of tl 
Navigation of the Lakes, and bridling their advancing Common 
by building forts along the heights of lands, and at the heads ol 
vers. This ambitious course was much facilitated, by the intrigua 
of the Jesuits among the Indian Tribes, confederated under tl 
name of the live Nations. The curious reader may here be reft 
red to the Maps published about the year 1754 ; where he will 
astonished to find that the French line of encroachment Jrom Ga\

• In order to complete this dower, » subscription for • voluntary contribute 
sometimes lakes place, which is well calculated to excite the young men to enijui 
into the character of the fair Novice, and to induce some one to solicit her toij 
turn to the road qf nature, and to prefer matrimony, as more patriotic than relig 
celibacy, in a Colony, where the divine recommendation to increase and multiply.! 
facilitated in execution, by the extent of unoccupied lands : the History of lem 
Canada, might couiptise many pleasing anecdotes on the impediments to taka 
the Veil.
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to the. Mis.\issi/)pi%l00!\m bended about one third of the Territory, i
mm occupied Ify more than three millions of the Citizens of the A.D 
l'oiled Slates of North America. Every advance into the Interior, 
winch the increasing population and commercial enterprise of the 
British Colonies made, was nut by the erection of new forts, and by 
the display of military force, on the part of the Canadian Govern
ment. This year, liunirlt, Governor of New York, in consequence 
of the urgent representations of the British Fur Traders, who stated 
lli.1t the Canadians prevented the Indians from bringing the produce 
of their cl lace to the best market, erected a trading bouse, protected 
by a fort, at the mouth of the Hiver Oswego, which falls into 
Luke Ontario. Beaiiharnois, jealous of this measure, Immediately 
began lo rebuild and strengthen Fort Niagara ; and, finding the En
glish Governor resolved to support the new establishment at Oswe
go, lie'made urgent representations to the Court of France, on the 
subject of taking military possession of such a line, as alone could 
prevent the English Fur Traders from enjoying the greater share of 
this trade. 1 lis despatches were accompanied w ith a Map of the 
debatcablo ground, carried to France, by Engineers capable of ex
plaining the advantages of particular suites for forts and military 
posts, on the proposed line. Those representations were successful ; 
and, besides minor establishments, an important and well situated 
fort was, in the year 1731, erected on Lake Champlain, near the 1731. 
Hudson and Connecticut Hivers. The spot chosen for this fort, 
was afterwards called Crown Point, and has become famous, in mili
tary history, from the sanguinary contests which its possession excited.

In the year 1733, the Nuns of the General Hospital of Quebec, 1733. 
were restricted by the King, from visiting persons of the Laity, how
ever nearly related to them ; and they were strictly confined within 
the walls of their conventual bouse and garden.

During the long peace between Great Britain and France, many 
[other regulations were made, affecting the domestic economy of the 
Colony, which our limits prevent us from mentioning ; but the Royal 
Edict of the year 1743, checking effectually the propensity of the 
[Jesuits, and other Ecclesiastics, to acquire lands, should not be pass- 
id over. All the previous precautions and formalities of obtaining 
written permissions from Governors and Intendants, had been frus- 
rated by the intrigues of the Jesuits ; and it was deemed necessary 
o apply the remedy of an absolute prohibition of all acquisitions in 
ortmain, as the only means of preventing the Clergy from mono- 
olising the superiority or possession of the greater proportion of the 
ultivated lands in the Colony.

In the year 1744, an important change was made in the Law of 
anada ; by which only such of the law s of France as should be en- 
gistered in the Books of the Superior Council, by His Majesty’s 

ipecial direction, should have force in the Colony. Owing to this 
ircumstance, the French Code Marchand or Law of Commerce,
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and many regulations connected with the Trade of" France, in its m 
A. If. vancement. during the reign of Louis the Fifteenth, were not found m 

titmada at the Conquest. This deficiency of’ Commercial Law 
* - '--------------. •!..

1745.

VHiHivu til me. ----- ------
never been repaired ; though the Government of Great Britain wm 
repeatedly solicited to do so, more particularly by the Subjects c,i 
British and French descent, who joined in petitioning for a Brovin, 
cial House of Assembly, in the year 1784. In this same year 1714, 
the Bishop of Quebec, Monsieur De l’ont Briand, by order of die 
French King, suppressed many of the Holidays, us being prejudicial 
to the Sobriety and Industry of the Colonists.

In the year 1745, instead of introducing the law of primogeniture, 
which is the most direct means of preventing an endless subdivision of 
lands, and its consequence of keeping the Colonists confined and 
thickly settled, endeavoured vainly to countciact this old custom of 
subdivision, particularly affecting the peasantiy, by a very arbitrary 
measure, which could not long be executed, Ilis Majesty direct.d 
that, except within the precincts of the towns, no buildings should be 
erected but on tracts or farms containing one acre and a half in frW, 
by forty acres in depth, under a penalty of fifty livres. The paillai 
enforcement of this imprudent law, instead of having the desired effect 
of stimulating the Colonists to make new clearances, induced several I 
kindred families to live in the same house, exposed to many disagree-' 
ments and family quarrels ; from which the most restless individual! 
escaped, by becoming day-labourers, canoe-men and soldiers. Tliiil 
unforeseen result of the new law, however destructive to the interesli! 
of Agriculture and Colonisation, was w inked at by the military Go
vernors and Fur Traders, as producing that proportion of vice ai dl 
misery, which, in fully peopled countries, renders labour cheap. No 
Colony indeed has ever evinced such a mismanagement of the ener
gies of a growing population as Canada ; and the effects of this early 
mismanagement are still visible, under the British Government, which, 
by its own Acts of Parliament, has fortified the prejudices of the 
French Canadians in favor of concentration, instead of encouragino 
them to spread out, amalgamated with the Subjects of British des Ip|ay of military'“owT 
cent, into new Settlements. A different course of policy would have»a(jers w|([1 ^ldea^t 

made it an object of ambition, in the French Canadians, to mix, in™ 
the clearance of the forest, with enterprising British Emigrants ; and 
Lower Canada, at the present day, would exhibit the natural ap
pearance which suits a Country nearly as large as Russia in Europe 
and, instead of nearly half a million of souls being located on fivi 
millions of acres, we should see them spread out upon four times that 
number. This consequence of the preposterous policy of tin 
British as well as of the French Government is evinced by the con
trast between Lower Canada and Upper Canada, and even betweei
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the neglected Settlements of the Townships, inhabited by the Su 
jects of British descent and the rest of Lower Canada ; where, wit
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of France, m ils »
|i, were nut found in

inmg 1er 
his same

n any tract of land, except in the precincts of towns and villages, con- 
1,,jning less than sixty French acres.

Front this digression, we return to the course of events :—in the 
1745, the war between Great Britain and France, had produced 
plendid success of the latter power at Fontenoy, which victory 
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the Cathedral of Quebec. This excitement of warlike spirit, pre
wired the Colonists lor the movement required to check the progress 
f the English in America, who this year, conquered Cape Breton, 
ith a British naval and military force, combined with the Provincial 
oops of the New England Colonies.
In the years 1746 and 1747, the French were prevented by acci- 

(ental causes from making any impression upon Nova Scotia, and no- 
ing material happened till the negotiation for a line of denial cation 

etween the British and French territories in America took place, in 
nsequence of a clause of the Treaty of peace of Aix-La-Chapelle,

1746.

the year 1748.
The plan of the French, already alluded to, was to keep the F.ng- 

ih within their actual Settlements. The Count De Gn/lissonnière, 
io had succeeded Monsieur De Beauharnois in the Government, 
id transmitted to France an able statement of the national advan- 
ges which might be derived from Canada, urging the expediency of 
lengthening the Colony, by sending out at the expense of Govern- 
ent, Ten Thousand Settlers, with the celebrated Engineer Du 
itesne, to mark out and settle the proposed line of demarcation, in-

17 P

by the military Go- lHle(j to restrict the English within the Allegany Mountains, and
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prevent their approach to the Lakes, the St. Lawrence, the Missis- 
pi or their tributary streams. His zeal was praised by his effemi- 
te and licentious Monarch ; but his recommendations, so necessary 
preserving the French power in America, were neglected. Left 

his own resources, he employed Monsieur Bienville to run the He
el line, and to sink, at proper distances, leaden plates, bearing the 
yal Arms of France. This proceeding was accompanied wrth a 
play of military power, calculated to impress the Indians and Fur 
tiders with the idea, that an exclusive right would be enforced by 
nee to the vast territory which the Engineer had surveyed, excit- 
in their minds unprecedented jealousy and alarm, and tending to 

duce that formidable union between the British Colonists and the 
ians of the Five Nations, which at length co-operated with the 

wisures of the British Government, in driving French dominion from 
rth America.

ut Galisonnière was not satisfied with merely assuming a line of 
arcation on the limits already mentioned : he at the same time em- 

yed the intrigues of Le Loutre and other Priests, who succeeded 
educing many of the French inhabitants to quit L’Acadie, now 
ia Scotia, and resort to a military Post established beyond its lim- 

His first success in this intrigue was so agreeable to the Court of
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»A-—i France, that liis project of establishing a new Colony, to he rompu, 
cl), of Ac.tdiuns ami Canadians, received the Royal sanction willi am

'719.

p’opriution of F'.ight Hundred Thousand Livres per annum. \\ 
busily engaged in tin’s plan, which he was certainly the best fitted 
execute, he was superseded in his Government by Monsieur De,l 
quières, who showed such reluctance to proceed, that he was only slii 
ulated to action by fresh instructions from the King, in the ydar 1" 

Alter some discussions between the Chcvnher l)e L a (hrnr\ 
military commander, and Father l.e I.outre, the scite of a fort
chosen, between the Bay of Fund y and I,a Baye Verte ; and,
subsidiary measure, a post w as established near the mouth of the m 
St. John; where a detachment of troops was stationed under the ce 
ntand of Monsieur Dc Boisheherd, counselled by Father St. Germa 
a Jesuit of great influence among the A radians and Indians.

Those posts, established under the pretext of merely support 
the French Commissioner in bis line of demarcation, excited the jtj 
lousy of Cornwallis, the Governor of Nova Scotia, who well knew 1 

the Indians would flock to that spot, where a display of military lb 
should be made, and bad already seen the alacrity of the Acadiam 
quit their allegiance : he resolved therefore to make every oppositi 
in bis limited power ; and he very soon convinced the French that 1 
scope of their plan of encroachment was perfectly known to him, a 
that he was ready even to take the high responsibility of offers] 
hostilities to counteract it. A French vessel, with supplies fori] 
post at the mouth of the St. John river, was captured by his ordci 
and a fort was erected opposite to that of the French, near the Bay 
F'undy ; where Major Lawrence, on the one side of the river Beauham 
and the Chevalier De La Corne on the other, continued long 
strengthen their respective Posts, without mutual hostilities.

This year is remarkable for one of those Jobs which disgri 
ed the Colonial Government, during the decline of French 
minion in Canada. After a series of preliminary enquiries, an assoa 
tion, consisting of the Governor, the Intendant and other officers ofil 
Colony, despatched an expedition, at the expense of theCrown, withtf 
avowed purpose of exploring a route to the Pacific Ocean, through il 
Lakes, the Mississippi and the Missouri rivers, as well as by a lai 
route, beyond Lake Superior. This Royal Expedition, which, condu 
ed with zeal, loyalty and perseverance, might have anticipated the di 
coveries of Sir Alexander McKenzie, a British Fur Trader, ended 01 
in obtaining the real objects of its Colonial Projectors, namely ni 
returns of Furs ; of which the Governor’s share was worth abo| 
Twelve Thousand Pounds Sterling. As the Intendant, and otlu 
interested, had a due share in the returns, the failure of the ex pi 
tion in its public purposes, was accounted for, in despatches to 
French Court, by asserting that insuperable difficulties existed in tl 
prosecution ; and “ the Queen’s Post,” established by Monsieur 
la Verandrie, was the ne plus ultra of the French progress towards 
Itockÿ Mountains and the Pacific Ocean.
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Colony, to he rompcwHjn the year 1750, Chaussegros De Lcr y, the son of the Engineer 
lyal sanction with am |l|;irv mentioned, superintended tlie erection of the fort at Iîeausé- A. 1). 
res per annum. WliH,r) rouimI which, Father Leloutrc collected the infatuated Acadiatis, 1750. 
rtainly the best fitted®,,m lie subjected to every labour and privation which religious fa
ut by Monsieur Dc•/'■ticismi alone can endure.
;d. that he was only sl!®'j’|ijs year, the pretensions of the French, as to the line of de- 
King, in the ydar lTlBpcation, towards the Ohio, and other tributaries of the Mississippi, 

liter De La Unmet N®re enforced; and three individuals, who had licenses from the Go- 
the scitc of & fort «■i-nors of the English Colonies, to trade with the Indians on the 

Paye Verte ; and, iis®i<), were seized with their Merchandise, and brought prisoners to 
rr the mouth of the n<Boii treat : they were, however, liberated as a matter of expediency ; 
Rationed under the coAcr they had been strictly examined respecting the Commercial and 
by Father St. Derm ftrritnrial views of the Colonial Authorities of New England and 

ns and Indians. K,w York.
sxt of merely supporti®Y[eantime, though the boundary Commissioners had met with all 
rcation, excited the ji®, appearances of amicable negotiation, the Governor of Canada, 
otia, who well knew tl®esccing wrar as the inevitable result of the pretensions of Great 
i display of military foSjtain au*l France in America, took early precautions. He renewed 
lerity of the Acadian-® intrigues with the Iroquois or Five Nations, which, supported as 
) make every opposii®^, weje by Picquet, one of the Priests of St. Sulpice, would have 
iced the French that ■c"c£eded, if they had not been counteracted by the wonderful in- 
ectly known to him, a^B^ice acquired over that Confederation, by Sir William Johnson ; 
sponsibility of offensi®^ose warlike undertakings and adventures, among the Indians, are 
1, with supplies fori®subjects for history and romance. The French, however, were 
captured by his ordc®fferetl by those Indians, to erect the fort La Presentation, near 
French, near the Bay®,],- borders, and thus, to add another proof of their perfect know- 

e of the river 2i«w/;a«®|ge) arising from long study, of the proper points from which the 
1er, continued long ■iglish Colonies, afid their Indian Allies, could be assailed, on the 
tual hostilities. of Canada.
se Jobs which disgraB'fhe approach of destruction to French dominion in America was, 
decline of French 4®Wever, signalised, not less by measures calculated to alarm and 
ry enquiries, an assoc®,;^e English Colonies, than by corruption in the French Officers 
it and other officers oft® jcb weakened the energies of Canada. The inadequate salaries 
ise of theCrown, with®tDe £jv;i an(} Military Officers ofthis Colony, had long tempted them 
cific Ocean, through® cornbine in peculation and commercial adventures. These prac- 
rs, as well as by a la®es were, however, aggravated, when the licentious state of the 
icdition, which, condu®)Urt 0f Enmce, produced the appointment of analogous characters 
have anticipated the d® tbe Government of the Colony. This year, Monsieur Bigot, the 
i Fur Trader, ended ««tendant of Canada, exhibited much of the license and prodigality 
Projectors, namely r® tbe Court of France, and resorted to the most profligate means 
share was worth ahc®r t]ie SUpp0rt of his expenses ; the greater part of which were in- 
; Intendant, and oth®,^ t0 SUpp0rt the extravagance of a Mistress, whom he tiad se- 
he failure of the expe®lce(j) or rather purchased, by protection and presents, from her 
-, in despatches to i®sband. In this affair, indeed, the conduct of Louis the Fifteenth, 
ifficulties existed in th®^ exactly followed : the Lady was endowed with a rich cstablish- 
lished by Monsieur ®entv an(i ber complaisant husband was first made Town-Major of 
ich progress towards tfl
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In this manner, corrupt monopolies had interfered wiili the into] 
est ot the Company, established for the general benefit in the prosJ 
cut ion of the Fur Trade ; and an alarming division betwei n the id 
tcrests of the rulers and the ruled, had been already nccomplisliui] 
before offensive operations against Canada took place, in the ytaij 
1 ïôâ.

Hut wc return to the course of events, by stating that in the midi 
of his plans of avarice and ambition, Monsieur de Jotiquilres died c;|
Quebec, on the 17th of May, 1752,j- regretted by no class of til 
community, whom lie had always endeavoured to render subservit i 
to the interests of himself and a few sharers, in the public spoil. TiS 
the arrival of a new Governor, the Administration of the Colony dv 
vnlvcd upon Charles Le Moine, Huron de Lon gu nul, Governor « Bnlrcady mentioned. 
Montreal. Itliis Association, ns^

The reiterated complaints of the Clergy, and other influential po Inrc too tedious and™ 
sons in the Colony, which no intrigues could stifle, lmd induced A/m 
sieur de la Jon qui ère, a few months before his death, to tender his re. 
signntion, having amassed a large fortune, which he desired to enjw 
in France ; and I lis Majesty, having decided on liis recall, appointe 
the Marquis du Quesne dc Slennn'illc Governor of Canada, Louisian 
Cape Breton, St. Johns, and their Dependencies, lie arrived a|
Quebec in the month of August ; and showed, by his active prepan 
niions for hostilities, that lie foresaw an approaching crisis, which hi 
disposition and character were calculated to hasten.

Besides organising, and periodically/Training the Militia, for in 
tmial defence, the new Governor sent detachments of Regular 
Militia and Indians, to the Ohio ; where lie ordered the immediaii 
construction of fort l)n Quesne. and other posts, with tlie view 
keeping tfie English within the Apalachian or Allegany Mounluimlity, he purchased, or

The English, on their part, still professing to act on the defensive, Jhc Colony, and after 
built a fort, in the vicinity of Du (ficsnc, which they quaintly callei 
Necessity, destined to have a garrison of'CoIonial Troops from Vir- 
ginlo, co umanded by the afterwards celebrated George Wash in 
ton, then holding the Commission of Lieutenant Colonel. Durini 
Colonel Washington’s march towards fort Necessity, he met a ri 
connoitring party from fort Du Quesne, under Monsieur de Jumoi 
ville, who, in a haughty manner, having warned the English agaim 
proceeding farther, caused a general hurst of indignation throughout!
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• Tills title, to the great annoyance of the true Chevalier de la Corne, was, ht| 
some wags, similarly designated ; and the liushand of the Intendants Mislros^ 
was familiarly called •* l.e nouveau Chevalier de la Corne."

f This year, two cargoes of Canadian Wheat were shipped from Quebec id 
Marseilles, and gave satisfaction in that eitensive market. A seventy-four Guel 
Ship was also built for I he Government ; but, owing to some mismanagement] 
she broke her back in launching, near Cape Diamond.
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While this new check was contributing to alarm and rouse the En
glish, uniting them as one man, against the French, the conduct of 
the Intendant, and other Canadian Officers, was calculated to des
troy the resources of the ( iovernment, and to alienate the affections of 
the- people, reducing the King, for the defence of Canada, to a de
pendence upon that love of glory, which still animated some 
Military Commanders, and to the Influence of the Bishop and other 
Ecclesiastics, over a superstitious Community.

The Intendant, by degrees, had combined in his interested views, 
the degenerated Company of Canada, whose establishment we have 
already mentioned. The details of his conduct, in connection with 
this Association, ns^fcpvards proved before the Tribunals of France, 
lire loo tedious andw^justing; but we may he permitted to glance 
at them, for the information of our readers. This connection is pro
perly characterised as an extensive conspiracy to defraud the French 
Government, in the expenditure of public monies, for every depart- 
nent ; and it contributed much to hasten a state of war, as brst cal- 
ulaled to favour and conceal its nefarious purposes. The principal 

feature of tliu plan was, that the French Government and the Colo- 
lists should be obliged to purchase the principal part of the ncccs- 
ry supplies from the creatures of the Intendant, and from the Com

pany. For instance, the Intendant, while lie purposely ordered 
rom France inadequate supplies for the troops, directed the Coinpa- 
y to import thq deficiency, which he afterwards, on the plea of ne- 
icssity oi' state,I purchased from that Association, at an enormous 
Avance. On tljje oljffer hand, under the same pretext of state ncces- 
;ity, lie purchaseîî, or rather seized, at a low price, all the grain of 
lie Colony, and afterwards resold it to the Colonists, more particu
larly to the Inhabitants of Quebec, Montreal and Three-Rivers, at a 
rofit of four hundred per cent. By means of bis underlings, lie al

io contrived to embezzle great part of His Majesty’s Merchandise, 
intended as presents to the Indians ; and, at his Stores, popularly dg-

ccessity, lie met a re- militated Les F ni posses, or the Fraudulest, all persons purchased 
vhat teas intended by the munificent Monarch, to be distributed 

lo his Troops, and to his Indian Allies.
To cloak and support this conspiracy, various intrigues were car- 

red on at the profligate Court of France ; and Bigot himself, hav
ing first placed his creatures in the management of the Colonial De
partments, visited France in order to secure co-operation, by bribery 
knd corruption, which circumstances enabled him to accomplish, in 
such an ingenious manner, that nothing but the necessary investign-j 
lions which always follow an unsuccessful war, could have caused 
l>is ruin.

1
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We have particularly alluded to this conspiracy, became the Kn- I 
A. D. glisli writers on the Conquest of Canada, have been more aulicllmu I 

to ascribe it entirely to the force and valour of the Invaders, than to 
state any causes of internal weakness and disunion.

After the reduction of Voi t Necessity, the Biitish (iovermnent pre
pared for open war with France, which the state of Europe, and the I 
ambition of Fkkdkrick of Prussia soon rendered general. France I 
despatched a strong. Fleet, w ith Troops and warlike Stores, to Que- I 
bee ; and England sent out a Fleet in pursuit, which only succeeded 
in capturing two Frigates, with the Engineers and Troops on boaid, 
on the banks of Newfoundland.

Meantime, the only offensive operations, by land, which the exi- I 
gencies of Europe would permit, on the part of England, wc*e an 
expedition of British Regulars, and Colonial Militia, under General I 
firaddock, in the year 1755; the object of which appeals to have I 
been confined to giving a decisive check to the encroachments of tin. I 
Canadian Government on the Ohio.

1755. Tliis year, the Marquis du Quesne having resigned, was succeeded, I 
in July, by the Marquis dc Yaudreuil de Cavagnal, the last Govern- I 
or of Canada, under the French dominion ; and the first great event, I 
during his Administration, was the defeat of General Brad dock, on I 
the 9th of July, in one of the defiles of the Apulachian, or Allegany 
Mountains, owing, in a great measure, to his disregard of all the 
precautions against surprise and consequent confusion, which arc re
quisite in the woods, defiles, and morasses of North America. In 
this conflict, Braddock was mortally wounded ; and much credit is 
given to Colonel Washington, for bringing off the remains of the 
British army, which afterwards joined about six thousand Provincial 
Troops, under the command of Governor Shirley and Genera! John
son. The latter, with the view of attacking Crown Point, joined Ge
neral Lyman, near Lake George; where, strongly posted, he was, 
on the 8th of September, attacked by three thousand Men, Regu
lars, Marines atiu Militia, commanded by Baron Dciskau ; when, 
after a warm contest of four hours, the French were forced to re
treat to Crown Point, with the loss of 4 thousand men. Baron Deis- 
kau, severely wounded, was also taken prisoner on this occasion ; and 
th)^ success obtained restored the spirit of the British army, while 
the conduct of the Provincials, acquired the respect and confidence 
of the Regular Troops, with whom they had been brigaded. Much 
credit was also given to General Johnson ; whom Ilis Britannic Ma
jesty rewarded with the dignity of Baronet, arid a present of five 
thousand pounds sterling.

This success was however not followed up, ow ing chiefly to the 
inefficiency of a diversion in favour of Johnson’s enterprise against 
Crown Point, intended by Governor Shirley, who merely reinforced 
the Garrison of Oswego ; and lie closed the campaign bv retiiing to 
Albany, in October, 1755.
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In the year. lT.’t), while the Marquis dr Van dread was occupied 
in negotiating with the IndiayrCund while Bigot, the Intendant, and 
hi % creatures, were destroying the internal resources of the Colony, 
byXhc nefarious practices already mentioned, a large body of"” » 
anm-il front France, under the command of Major General the 
ftpirrju’s de Moxtcai.m, w hose bravery was destined to throw a lustie 
oh the decline and fall of" French dominion in America. Ilis first 
success was against Fort Oswego ; the garrison of which was reduced 
to capitulate, in the month of August; and the military propensities 
of the Colonists, were gratified by the triumphant display of English 
prisoners, regimental colours, and other warlike trophies, conveyed to 
Montreal. The following winter was not entirely passed in dissipa
tion ; for the active mind of Montcalm planned an expedition, which, 
though it failed in the primary object of destroying fort George, suc
ceeded in destroying the out-works, the adjoining store houses, anil 
about thirty batteaus and sloops, prepared for the intended attack on 
Crown Point.

The preparations of De Montcalm, for the Campaign of 17.57, re
quiring much labour, on the part of the Colonists, in the conveyance 
of Troops and Stores, were signalised by the most flagrant abuses, 
on the part of the Intendant and the Commissariat Department, 
with which latter he connived, in oppressing the Inhabitants, and in 
defrauding the Government, which was charged, by the Contractors, 
at the rate of five Livres per quintal, for the conveyance of Stores 
from Montreal to Lake Champlain, while the Intendant contrived to 
have the labour done by the Colonists and Troops, bribing the Mili
tary Officers, to prevent an immediate exposure of bis nefarious con
duct, and extending the system of paper currency in the Colony, in 
order to lessen those demands on the Treasury of France, whieh 
might otherwise have alarmed the Colonial Department, and excited 
an inquiry into the enormous expenditure of Canada.

Amidst this waste and plunder of the resources of the nation and 
of the Colony, Montcalm was entirely occupied with the plans of 
warfare; and he signalised the campaign, by the capture of Fort 
George, which was followed by a lamentable inability or neglect, on 
Ins part, to protect the English prisoners, in their march to Fort Ed
ward ; during which they were surprised, and nearly all murdered by 
Ids Indian Allies. This deplorable event, proving that the French 
were either unable or unw illing to restrain the barbarities of the Indi
ans, hiad a decisive influence on the future conduct of the war ; and 
thenceforth the determination of the English Colonists to destroy 
French dominion in America, was supported by the indignation 
of the British Ministry, at this massacre of two thousand of Ilis Ma
jesty's regular Troops. The elder Fill, afterwards l'.arl Chatham, 
was now Prime Minister of England ; and the energy w hich he infused 
into His Majesty’s home and Colonial Governments, Was soon felt in 
Europe and in America.

A. D. 
I7ôb.

1
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The* change of the English Ministry rnforml attention on tin* I 
|>nrt of llio Marini- and Colonial Department of France. In llic rcqiu. 
silinns of Do Monli-nlin for troop* anil vnpplii-s ; Iml tin- gii-nt Knghdi 
Minislvr may In- salil lo have fought llip halllvs of America, in l-'.n-1 
rone, hy occupviug ihv force of l-’ranev. The effect, however, of llm
diversion of force « as not quickly ascertained; and flip |iromises of
aid, with occasional hhl|imcnts of nmmnnllion and provisions from

1 759.

Wolfe, at llic same 
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France during llic year 175*1, stimulated the native courage of DoMvcr, was chiefly owing
m _____ i... '.I.........."...1 i; i ....i;........... -................. ..............................................r,.I.■ . , , • , ,Monlcnlm ; whose s|ilcnd!d niilltarv rcputnlion inspired confidence in
the I\donisls, and in their Indian Allies, nolw ilhslnnding flic inalvcr-.ii.
lions ami notorious pcculalions of flic Intendant. Mi-anllme the Hi simp 
and his l-’cclvsiastics, separating their cause from that of the proflignlr 
Court of France, perceived that (lie Conquest of Canada, hy the I'm. 
testant Government of Foglaud, might diminish their power; ami 
they unceasingly employed I heir great influence lo cloak the crime* 
of the Colonial (internment, and to animate the iiihnhitonls to defend 
the Country against the enemies of France and of the Homisli Ifi-.
Iigion. The defensite resources ofCannila were therefore still greatrr 
in a religion* or moral, than in a physical point of view ; religion, or ra
ther fanaticism, was employed to excite resistance to the Fnglish, ,it 
appears from the Mandement or charge of the Bishop, dated 18th 
April, 1759.

Our limits forbid a detail of the niilltarv operations of the eventful 
campaign of the year 1759 ; hut wc shall briefly allude to the plan 
ol invasion, and that of the defence, hastening forward to the results

The British (internment, having resolved that a measure, under 
taken at the urgent entreaty of the Colonists of New England and 
New York, should lie so conducted as to give them an opportunity c
complete co-operation between the regular land and sea forces findHtuI character will soldi 
the Provincial troops, directed the invasion of Canada to three prin-e In the month of May, 
cipal points, under three- (Icnerals of talent and reputation ; and
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ease of success, it was understood that the three divisions should meed 
at Montreal, to concert the means of preserving their Conquests. Tlicl 
forces directed against Quebec should be first mentioned, ns their sac 
cess decided the fate of Canada. They were commanded by the ho| 
roie Gfnrral Woi.fr, who fell in the arms of victory on tiic height! 
of Abraham, before Quebec. The troops, amounting to about Eightl 
Thousand men, were chiefly drawn from the army which, under thij
same commander, the preceding year, had taken Fort Louisôourg iÆTie centre, to be comn

tx 1 1. 1 . J .L _ a t I____1 ..... 1 . .lM . . . '
Cape Breton, anil subdued that Island ; they w ere conveyed to t

• ' •. r /x i i__  <1 . /• _____ .1. .. r _________ ________i *_______ ... ___vicinity of Quebec, by a fleet of vessels of war and transports, com-eTic Montreal Militia, c
manded hy Admiral Saundersy and they landed, in two divisions, oj 
the Island of Orleans, the ‘27th of June, and received orders to pre" 
pare for a vigorous campaign; while their hopes of success wei 
augmented hy an intimation of the co-operation of the armiel 
directed against other points of Canada, intended to divide th<
forces and distract the attention of the French Commanders. Genel
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_ | Wolfe, nt the same time, published and distributed a Manifesto, 

liieh is remarkable ns not promining more favorable terms to (lie A. 1). 
‘ri-neli Canadians, for ipiiet submission, tlian were afterwords accoril- 
il bv the Capitulations of Quebec and Montreal, when they bad pnr- 

ipiued in tile most ferocious resistance to tile invaders, joining the 
ilping parties of Indians, and mingling in every species of cruelty,
| they were finally overpowered and disarmed. This conduct, lirnv- 

ivrr, was chiefly owing to the influence of the Clergy ; whose exhor
tions bad infused religious fanaticism into the minds of the Colo- 

,j<ls, who were led to believe that the means were justified by the 
roposed object, of securing their temporal and eternal salvation, by 
ic extermination of the English heretics. So general indeed was 

liis feeling, that the Compiest of Canada is not more to lie ascribed 
i the talent of General Wolfe, than to the neglect of the French 
)ourt to provide for the defence of that Colony, in a manner suitable 
i it-, national importance, and in compliance with tile requisitions of 
he brave (lencal De Montcalm, who must have considered himself 
ivl Canada, as destined sacrifices to the vices and exigencies of 

i licentious Monarch, and profligate Court.
Under the complicated evils of national neglect and Colonial ahu

ll -, l)e Montcalm's dispositions for defence were admirable ; and lie 
lone is (lie prominent figure in this last and desperate struggle, on 
le part of France, for dominion in America. The Governor Gent
il, the Marifiiis De Vaudreud, was too much implicated in the Cnlo- 
jal Jobs and abuses of Bigot, the Intendant, to deserve the praise 
fan impartial historian ; and, except as the signer of the Capitulation 

.. f Montreal, and the tool of Priests and military men, intriguing with 
ic victors to obtain unreasonable conditions of surrender, his name 
ml character will seldom he mentioned.

In the month of May, a Council of War decided on defending Qnc- 
ee, in a manner which showed the lingering hopes of De Montcalm, 
îat powerful succours would still arrive from France, enabling him 

in provide against attacks on other parts of the Colony. The force* 
ml their commanders are described as follows :—
"lie Quebec Brigade, commanded by Colonel De St.

Ours, on the right,----------------------------------------- 3500 men.
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Total, 9,800 men.
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These were the disposable forces : and the reserve was 
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Oil I in scout-
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I
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M

I
2JC0 nmi.

In all 2200 mrn, rommandril by .Vr. /?<),.<//</,#;/.
The arlillrry* stores and |imvisions. under I lie direr! ion of 

ftfncicr, were, with'the reserve, to he stationed at such point»i 
circumstances might require ; hi it the disposable forces were to I 
ranged in the order of battle before mentioned, from the river S 
Charles to the l’alls ol Moiitmorenei, with the view of opposing tit 
landing of the llritish forces : while the garrison of Quebec, was i 
consist chiefly of the City Militia, under the command of the Vhevalli
De Ramsay. ■To this small force and a few vessels of war, incluifing fire shipij
the defence of Canada may be said to have been abandoned, by !.<> 
the Fifteenth of France ; for the event proved, that a signal defeat 
this force would ensure the ultimate Conquest of that extensive Conn 
try. and the extinction of French dominion in North America.

The bravery of those forces, and the skill of their Commanders! 
were first evinced by the failure of General Wolfe in In* 
attack on the intrem hments at Moiitmorenei ; and it appear-, 
from the official despatches of that great warrior, that he had 
great doubts of succeeding in the primary object of rrduriii(|
Quebec, during the year 1759. This object, indeed, was chiefly obtained 
by one of the chances of war, which arc tempted by enterprisird 
Commanders, under n great responsibility to their Sovereign, and ne
ver contemplated in the official plan of a Campaign. Meantime the 
fire of the ships of war upon the Fort luid done little damage to tlw 
Citadel, though the Lower Town of Quebec had been overly destroy 
i it ; and the hopes of success were at last solely founded upon the
practicability of gaining a position on the heights of Abraham, behind L. „ia„IIV8(atl0llg 0J n 
the City ; where the utmost vigilance was exercised by De Montcalm,K|,anci> t^e |m,l()rtanc( 
to prevent an attack on what lie considered the weakest point of t! . w|)vrt, jf js HjM
fortification. At this juncture, the genius and enterprise of General*.in... ,.i----- <■ __
Wolfe were displayed ; and his proposal, having been approved by *
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Council of War, composed of the principal military and naval com- ^k>rtally wounded- 
mandera, was executed on the morning ol (lie memorable 12/A Sep jn hew ailinc th " 
/ember, 17.r>9, the movement being favoured by such a combination 1'| |IP precipitation of 
of secrecy, silence and address, in the officers and troops, as has ncVl1 ■//<;><»«vi//r’j corns wh 
been exceeded. The utmost vigilance of the French Commander • • - *
having been unavailing to guard this important pass, he seems to hint 
lost all forbearance ; and, finding that his antagonist had gained «! 
much by hnzarding'all, he desperately resolved to follow his example, 
and meet him in battle array, on the plains of Abraham. This ini 
prudent conduct lias never been satisfactorily accounted for ; and it

o v.wi|»r»j v> i

had been obtained ;
; Montcalm, leaving (, 
t death of De Monica
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t interested h> prolong the struggle, hurry ing on the crisis desired liy A. D.

uppniivnl. T his battle displayed as much foulness and courage, 
n, the part ol the linglidi, as it did heat anil precipitation, on tin; 
i.irt ofthe I ix neh: the latter sallied forth from a strong fortress, 
iiilnnil held artillery, and without even waiting the return of tin; 

rge force, detached as a corps of observation, under Dr Ilonvnin- 
II.- : the former, who knew that retreat from their peculiar position 

luulil he as dangerous as a temporary conflict, waited the onset of 
)v MontCiilm, using every precaution to cover their Hanks and pre- 
trvv their eoimiiunieation w ith the shore. This buttle, indeed, was 

] it,ne remarkable for displays of courage, than for any scientific ma
nures, and was chiefly devilled hy the use of the bayonet and broail- 

tv,ml, hy the Itrilisli, the agile Highlanders serving, in a great,mea- 
| ure, to supply the want of cavalry ; while the steadiness of :.ic l.ng- 

isli fnsilevrs rendered the want of artillery less felt than it 
is by the French, whose ranks once broken, could never 

reformed, on the field. General Wolfe, after the first disposition 
tin troops, appears to have lient his whole attention to encourage
steady advance of his right division, exposing himself in the front 

f the line, in a manner more heroic than judicious, considering his 
liiif command. Thus courting danger, lie was repeatedly wounded, 

i! at last mortally, at the decisive moment, when the French gave 
ly and were pursued, with great slaughter, by the lliglilauili is, 
lord in band. His last words prove that lie expected a more stout 
^stance on the part of the French. Faint w ith the loss of blood, 
id leaning on the shoulder of an officer, he was roused hy the cry, 
\lhry run ! they run !”—“tvho runs?” exclaimed the dying warrior :
I ike French ” said his attendant. “ IVhut ! da the cowards run al- 
\ady i then 1 dichappy.” Thus died Gen Kit At. Wolfe in the arms 

victory, at the very time when bis Despatches to London arrived, 
id had prepared the Government and tlie British nation for the fai
lle of Ins enterprise. The reaction produced in the public mind, hy 
c account of his victory and death, exceeded all precedent, and 
c manifestations of national gratitude to his memory have tended to 
lltancc the importance of the (Tmijucst of Canada in the page of 
story ; where it is always associated with the heroic character and 
alike glory of Wolfe. The fate of the French Commander in 
fiicf gives additional interest to this decisive battle : lie also was 
«•tally wounded ; and both the conquerors and the conquered, 
ined in bewailing their death as national losses, 
i’lhe precipitation of De Montcalm prevented the junction of De 
t/ugai nul les corps, which only approached the field when the vivto- 
liail been obtained ; he retreated with the remains of the army of 

k Montcalm, leaving Quebec to its fate. The garrison dispirited by 
death of Dc Montcalm and the retreat of the army to the interior,
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surrendered, without a struggle, by Capitulation, dated 13th Si» 
tember, 1759.*

Quebec having Capitulated, the entire Conquest of Canada becar 
comparatively easy to the co-operating armies ; and we chiefly fin 
in the following campaign, some drawn battles and indecisive actio 
between the French and English.-}- The only military event of imp 
tance as respects the Conquest of Canada, besides the surrender 
Quebec, in the year 1759, was the reduction of Fort Niagara,I 
Sir William Johnson, and the fortification of Crown Point, and Tiro 
deroga, by General Amherst. Passing over a variety of accidents, ii 
peding the execution of the plan of the campaign of 1759, we sIl 
merely state that th^tcontemplated junction of the different divisic 
of the invading forces took place on the Island of Montra 
in September 1760. This event, combined with the miscond 
of the Intendant Bigot, produced the Capitulation of Montri 
dated the 8th of September, 1760, and the complete subjection 
Canada to Great Britain.

The nefarious conduct of Bigot and his Dependants had previa 
ly alienated the a flections of the Colonists ; but, when at length tl 
Court of France, aware of the enormous waste and peculation whi 
had been practised, refused payment of his Bills of Exchange,
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thus tlcpriveti him of the usual means of redeeming the paper currJ 
cy of the Colony, universal distrust and alarm took place.

Tiif. Card Money, or Paper Currency of Canada, was found! 
upon the reponsibility of the King of France, for the general expa 
ses of the Civil and Military establishments of the Colony ; nndl 
had been so faithfully redeemed, at the stipulated periods, duri{ 
thirty years, that it enjoyed unlimited credit. The portion annual 
tendered for Bills of Exchange, was but a small part of the circulate 
being only what was required to purchase merchandise in France, f 
the Company and for the private Traders. 'I his credit enabled I 
Intendant, for a long time, to conceal his waste and peculations ; a

itvineii.
flic Capitulation gra 
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Note. TSjg Population of Quebec, in the year 1759, was G700 souls.
_______ _______ __ Tlirce Hivers,____ _ —-.....- 1500 “
__________________ Montreal,___________________4000 •'

Alter the Conqiupt n 
|,;irt of the mjFsov

The whole of the Militia amounted to about Twenty Thousand men, from| 
age of 16 to GO years.

j- The principal action in the vicinity of Quebec after its surrender, 1 
that of the 28th April, 1760 ; when General Murray, who had been left with «lj 
risen of live thousand men, rashly decided on quitting his fortifications, and rid 
a battle with the Chevalier Uc Levi, who, by unprecedented exertions, had eollt 
an anny of regulars and militia, amounting to twelve thousand men. The nun4 
of the British engaged in this a flair were three thousand : they fought bravely 
ing about two hours; hut, overpowered by numbers, they were at length lot 
to retire to Quebec, with a loss of a thousand tt en and that of all their field artilll 
Following up his success, De I.evi immediately besieged Quebec ; hut his barra 
had made hut little impression before the arrival of a small squadron, under 11 
madore Swaulon, with a reinforcement of troops from England, was aiuion 
causing the precipitate retreat of the French towards Montreal.
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ht'ii (hey hid extended beyond all prprrdeul in the almtcs incident 
In absolute Governments, the Court of France, with characteristic le- 
rity, suddenly ilishonoured the Mills of Exchange, which Bigot had 
Irnwn on the Treasury, amounting to twelve millions of I.ivres, or 
five huujlred thousand Pounds sterling. Thus, while the British were 
iccessimly attacking the Tcrritttry, the King of France, by one 
low, destroyed its financial resources, and facilitated the ruin of his 
impirc in America.*

No Colony had ever such rational causes for satisfaction, at the 
Change of dominion, titan Canada ; and previous history affords no 
Example of such forbearance and generosity, on the part of the con- 
Inerors, towards the con<|uered. Our limits forbid our detailing the 
jcrifices made by the British Commanders and Troops, to repair the 
»ssos, and relieve the necessities of the Cplonists ; but we can safv- 

ussiirc our readers that tliis conduct formed a new era in civilised 
Warfare, and that tin admiring world admitted the claim of Great 
Britain to the glory of conquering a people, less from views of am- 
ition and the security of her other Colonies, than from the hope of 
^proving their situation, and endowing them with the privileges of
WHICH.

The Capitulation granted by General Amherst, bring particularly 
►firred to in the body of this work, may be lure slightly alluded to, 
according every security to life and property, religious and civil li- 
which could reasonably he requested, and by remarking that its 

tecution, on his part, was so faithful and energetic, that the snbse- 
lient negotiations with France, for the final cession of Canada, by 
>e Treaty of Paris, affords not a single instance of com ‘ atl- 
vssed by the French Canadians to the King of France, except 
[ainsi the misconduct and bad faith of his Financial Officers in the 
>lnny. i
Alter the ('onqiupt and Cession, the first important measure, on 

part of the iitidPSnvcreign, was the Proclamation, dated the 7th 
October, I7(f.‘l; which clearly states the benevolent and political 

tentions of the Conqueror, with respect to his new and old Stib- 
rts, which intentions were unfortunately interfered with, by the sub- 
quent measures adopted by the British Ministry to coerce the old 
domes, now the United States of North America.
The population of Canada, at the Conquest, was about sixty-five

The l*«pcr Currency, unredeemed at the Conquest, exc eeded Pons Mimions 
yxuwa ; and the only compensation obtained for the holders, by the interference

I
tlie British Government, was about four per cent upon llic original value ihi, 
ling dividend, however, was chiefly benelici.il to Speculators, who purchased the 
rd Money from die great maj.nity of the Colonials, at on average of one |icr 
d. It wav a slight consolation to the French Canadians, to learn that Wi"ot, and 
vrai of Ills Creatures, who had heen the means of depriving them of the fruits 
many years of industry and economy, had heen severely punished in prance.

1 **’’ subject, wv must refer enquiring readers lu the Records of tin Punch 
'L’unals,

D7D
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thousand souls, chit-fly employed in agriculture, inhabiting a narro* 
strip of territory, on the banks of the St. Lawrence, and its tributa 
ry streams. An increase of population, and an extension of Settle 
mcnts, were thus rendered expedient, by views of national intere«,| 
and by the facilities afforded by a state of peace, to reward the 
bouts of the conquering army, by grants of the Waste Lands of il* 
immense acquisitions of territory, which its bravery had procured ti 
the British Empire. ,

The Proclamation contained a general invitation to British Settler! 
to resort to Canada, promising the enjoyment of the Laws of Et 
gland, with the future benefit of a House of Assembly, or Represu 
ta live Government. '1 lie Proclamation farther contained a promt 
of Grants of Land to the Officers and Privates of the disbanded UtJ 
gimcnts which had served during the war; all those encouragement! 
not less benevolent than wise, produced, in a few years, a great r< 
sort of British Settlers, both commercial and agricultural. Wit 
those Settlers, were introduced the ideas of British privileges, 
moted by the establishment of a Press at Quebec ; where, for tl 
first time in Canada, a Newspaper, called the Quebec Gazetti 
was published in the year 1764.

This same year, Courts of Criminal and Civil Jurisdiction were 
tablished by the Provisional Government, instructed to adminii 
justice in the Colony, agreeably to the laws and practice of the 
glish Courts. This regulation was promulgated by Governor Mui 
in the form of an Ordinance of the Governor in Council, dated 
17th of September : it contained an equitable proviso, that the Frei 
laws and customs should be allowed and admitted in all causes, 
the Courts of Civil Jurisdiction, between the natives of Canada, 
the controversies originating before the 1st of October, 1764.

Thus were the Laws of England introduced in perfect accordai 
with the spirit of the Capitulation, and with the promise contaii 
in the Proclamation already referred to, and agreeably also to tl 
published instructions of the British Government to General M 
ray, who had been appointed Governor by Commission, dated 
21st of November, 1763.

In the month of November, 1764, the Governor and Council, 
fluenced by the remonstrances of the Leaders of the new Subji 
passed an Ordinance, enacting that, in actions relative to the tei 
of lands and rights of inheritance, the French laws and usages 
Canada, should be observed as the rule of decision ; and a Court 
Equity was also established by another (Ordinance, in which the 
ernor was to precide as Chancellor, with two Masters, two Exai 
ers, and one Register, which Court continued to exist till the 
change in the year 1774, when it merged into the Courts erected 
virtue of the Act 14, Geo. III., Cap. 83.
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population; this measur«was a matter of state policy, calculated to A.D. 

luttract Ertiigrants from Great Britain, and from the adjoining British 
Colonies in North America, with the vino of Anglifying the Country, 
and making it British in f act, ns well as in name. As a temporary 
expedient, the Ordinances and Acts of the Government continued to 
be published in French, as well as in English ; but it appears to have 
been fully intended to prepare the rising generation of French Cana
dians, by an English education, to understand the laws and cotn- 

^inands of the Sovereign, in his native language, and thus, agreeably 
;o the most approved policy of all conquerors, ancient and modern,
:o amalgamate the French with the English Subjects. This course, 
lowever, was followed in a conciliatory manner; the Crown Lawyers 
ere employed to devise a plan of a Code of Laws for Canada, suit- 

el to its present circumstances, and with a view to its ultimate des- 
iny, as an extensive British Colony ; and, among the elaborate re- 

rts on this important proposal, that of Sir James Marriott, is par- 
icularly worthy of being referred to. To assist the Officers of the 
>own in conciliating the English Laws with those which had previ- 
usly prevailed, a compilation of the laws existing before the Con
gest, was framed so skilfully by Monsieur Cugnet, as to present the 
ippearance of a connected Code ; and it is worthy of temark that 

is compilation was eventually employed to mislead thof British Par- 
ïament in the year 1774, and to give that body an ideaf that Canada 
njoyed a Constitution and a connected frame of municipal, laws he
re the Conquest.
The plan of Sir James Mnrriot, if accidental causes had not unfortu- 

lately intervened, would certainly have gone into effect ; and, with the 
xception of the application of a part of the French Laws to the tenure 
nd inheritance of Lands granted by the King of France, English Civil, 
ommercial and Criminal Law, administered according to English 
dice, would have been definitively established in Canada. This 
urse, however, was regarded with great jealousy by the Leaders of 

ihe French Canadians, who foresaw that it would diminish their pre
ssions ; and they took every opportunity of insinuating to Governor 
urray, and to his successor Governor Carleton, afterwards Lord Dor- 
ester, that the contemplated changes, however beneficial in a Com- 
ercial point of view, would prevent the attachment of the old Sub
is to His Majesty’s Government, and gradually revive their parti- 

ities to that of France. Thus, unfortunately, they produced hesitation 
nd delay in His Majesty's Ministry, and prepared the mind of Governor 
Carleton, to propose, at a future crisis, the restoration of those French 

ws, which have for more than half a century discouraged the Set- 
lement of Subjects of British descent in Canada. The crisis was now 1765. 
ipproaching when this measure could be represented as a necessity of 
tate. The unfortunate attempt, to raise a revenue for general pur- 
oscs, by imposing the Stamp Tax on the old Colonics, was made iu
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the year 17(i5.w itlioul ilui- attention l<> the Imper ami i Irenglh nl’iln,^ 
V- 1-L extensive Svltlcmcnts ; tin* inliabilanls of which ilirvv million» in mini. | 

her possessed the most exalted ideas of British privileges, and als<i I liny 
physical aiul moral habits which disdained subjection to all* laws w Inch I 
they hud no share in framing, or which they hail not spontaneously adnp. 
lcd, Iront a sense of their utility. They hud submitted to the power of tin I 
British Parliament, so far as regarded I be regulation of trade, and the [ 
monopoly existing under the navigation laws : they knew the ad van 
tnges derived to them from the Markets of Great Britain, and were| 
willing to preserve ’ ' _ submitting to various restrictions, sum.
tinned by time. But the pretension of the British I’ailiament to raise 
a revenue for general purposes, excited a jealousy, which «as In11lier 
onereased by the writings of speculative politicians, who asserted that, 
according to the principles of the British Constitution, there could k| 
no taxation without representation.

Though, oil the principle of ex " y, the obnoxious Stamp l ax 
wi'S repealed, this repeal was followed by an Act declaring the legis
lative power of the British Parliament, lo bin.!the ('ohmic* in all er/rn 
whatsoever ; and, in the meantime, exportation duties were imposed in 
Great Britain upon articles shipped lo the Colonies, which the latter 
construed as merely a pi act u ni modification w ithout an aban
donment of the obnoxious piinciple. Those measures of the Britisf 
Parliament are. however, less censurable in the abstract, thon lhey are 
on the principal of expediency : all laws, and more particularly I bust 
of revenue, arc to he framed with due regard to the power of executing 
them , and. in the present case, formidable obstacles existed. Tin 
old Colonies, connected together by similarity of origin, and by tin- 
physical bond of a long I me of coast, facilitating commercial inte-i-f 
course ; having also ascertained their military and naval strength, lui 
co-operating in the Conquest of Canada ; possessing likewise local la-f 
gislaturcs. pretending to powers analogous to those of the Brill»' 
Parliament, were not likely to submit to tiny new exercise of prcilv| 
itiinancv, which accordingly produced determined resistance, |irst in 
the New England Coi.ontes, and afterwards in the ollieis, wlwl 
sympathised and made common cause with them, ibis resistance! 
proceeded by degrees, calculated to admonish a prudent administra i 
tion : riots and nocturnal depredations, remonstrances, by the Local 
Legislatures ; Associations to prevent the importation and coiieuhi|i- 
tion of British Manufactures, gradually took place, previously to dial 
open defiance, which distinguished Lexington and Bunker's Hill.

The British Parliament, meantime, influenced not less by the na 
tural love of power, than by the arguments of the Ministry, proceed
ed to coercive measures. The destruction of the cargoes of lea, 

the East India Company, which hud paid the export dun,I 
produced the Act shutting the Port of Boston ; and a variety ui 
measures were devised to divide and weaken the Colonies, previously 
to any display of militai) coercion, on the part of the Imperial Go
vernment.
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The mcllicnt y ol those preliminary measures, prepared the Minis* 
t,y liir something more decisive ; and, eontemplating a demonstra- A.J>. 
Inin of force on the side ol Canada, against the old Colonies, they 

I ciHundted (inwrunr Cur/eton, as to the means ol exciting the zealous 
Iiii-opcration ol" the Leaders of the French Canadians; when lie 

masted the restoration of French Laws, and, ns far as possible, the 
accordance of the original demands in the Capitulation of Montreal,
W the Cmi(|uest. J'lius originated the celebrated Qukiikc Act, I f,

I (,>o. ///., Crt/>. 83, described in (lie body of ibis work, which was 
I ruleulatcil to restore Canada to a situation entirely different from 

that .if the other British Colonies, distinguishing it by French laws, I7.VJ 
religion, milliners, and language. The results of thra measure are 
described-in the following chapters ; and it is shown that, instead of 
vrwarding the views of the Ministry, it merely added religious to po

litical motives, for the resistance of the old Colonies, which might,
1 owvver,i have been rendered inefleetual, by a prompt application of 
n e militai y force.

louring the succeeding long and expensive war, which, by the in 
iituatcd interference of France, ended in the iciidence of the 

Colonies, no adequate benefit resulted from the sacrifices of the 
merests of British Colonisation, made to the Leaders of the French 
Canadians. The Country was invaded, and overrun by the rebels,* 
fini more particularly when Quebec was besieged by Arnold and 

re particularly iliuscBlmitgomcry, it was defended chiefly by the regular troops and Bri •
> power of executing^di Inhabitants. The attack upon the rebellious Colonies on the 

idc of Canada, was unsuccessful ; and (iron Britain, at the close of 
ic war, remained merely in military possession of Canada’, which 
lie had rendered as much French, as it was at the period of the 
'oiiqucst, by her impolitic restoration of French Laws, before mcn- 
ioned. But the impolicy of the Quebec Act, began to be more par- 
icularly felt, when accidental causes forced the introduction, at once, 
f a large body of Settlers of British descent.

During the contest with the old Colonick many thousands of res- 
viable Individuals preserved their Allegiance to the British Crown, 
Ivaneing, co-operating, and retreating with the British Troops ; and 
iider the name of Loyalists, they were chiefly located in the year 1781, 
ii Nova Scotia, New-Brunswick, and the Province of Quebec, fo the 
ipper part of which latter Province, these Settler» chiefly proceeded.
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• ft lias been asserted by tin* writer of the life of General Washington, thy/the 
nncipal cause of I lie failure of llie invasion of Camilla, in the year 177 j, *..» ilia 
hill of money, rendering lhe revolutionary Generals unable to |iay fin the sub 
Ulenci of llie army, in spaeie. We find, also, by the Despatches of (iriurul Jlur- 
.'7 'ir, tlial (Jnlh’rnor CarU'lon's expec’latioii of obtaining lhe co-opération of a res - 
Suable force of Canadian Mflilia, in llie invasion ol the old Colonies, was entire- 

’ disappeinteil, and that only a few Companies of Volunteers, and some hundreds 
if Indians could lie induced to join in the unfoilunate expedition ul the year 17 77, 
I hid. ended in the humiliating convention of Saiatega.
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LXXVlll INTRODUCTION.

r*-*—i This led to a new era in Canadian affaire; for the Quebec Act not 
A. D. having established a representative Government, agreeably to th? 

promise of the Proclamation of 1763, the new Colonists used every 
means to obtain this boon : hence originated the celebrated Petition 
of 1784; in which many French Canadians joined, soliciting the en
tire repeal of the Quebec Act, and the establishment of a represm. 
tutive Constitution, with such n mixture of French and F.nglish Law*, 
and such a distribution of elective suffrage between the old and the 
new Subjects, as in the wisdom of the British Parliament, might be 
deemed expedient. •

Owing to a variety of causes, this Petition was neglected till the 
vear 1790; when, unfortunately, the British Ministry divided the 
Province of Quebec into two Provinces, under the names of Upper 
and Lower Canada, giving to each division, a Legislature, consisting 
of a House of Assembly, representing the people, and a Legislative 
Council, intended to exhibit the aristocratic branch of the British 
Constitution.

This arrangement, being the subject of criticism in the body of thu 
work, requires no remark in this introductory Chapter.*

• This Introduction, like the body of the Work, written on the spur of the or. 
easion, tnsy Ik- extruded, iu case that encouragement to publish » second edition, bj 
oblainrd. In such a c*sc, the account of Canada will properly comprehend a «in 
of its Agriculture and Commerce, wiili n variety of detail», which the writer, ho«J 
ever anxious to enter into at present, is prevented by his private evocations free 
giving to the publie.
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POLITICAL ANNALS

OK

LOWER CANADA.

CHAP. r.

A. D. 1759-1791.

I* of the Work. -OiiO of Political \ffairt in / sneer CO facia. Preteniioni 
| •/the Houit of Aitemb/y more alarming taken ill compaction U contidered. 

J - Tkoie pretention» partly owing to Ike tlefecti in Ike (bnililutional Arte 
if the Imperial Parliament. -In mitigation propoeed theoretical and prat- 
tnal. -The preteniioni not founded on ike Arlie/ei Capitulation, nor on 
the Treaty o f l ection, -kitnation of the French Canadian! under Ike Ca
non.-Hi view of Document!. - Reference to the (anil t tut ion a I Acti of 1774 

I serf 1791, atlke foundation of Ike power and preteniioni of the rrenck Cana- 
[ diam.— He dew of the Act 14 Geo. III. cap. Hi - Conteguencet of ill eitab/iik- 
I pent of the old French lone, and other injudicitui enactmentt, the non-ex- 
mdion of lection 91k producing a divition of Ike Province q/ Quebec. —Thie 
Act,‘intended chiefly to coerce Ike old Colon iei, had a contrary effect.—He - 

I vwwof the Act 31, Geo. III. cap. 81, commonly called the COnititutional 
*<t - Important omnifont in thii Act.—It containi no provieion for re- 

Ipreienting new Settlement!.—It violate! the pledge of giving F.ngluk lawt 
l/e Prititk Emigrant!, under the Proclamation of the year 1768. -Stricture* 
|m the divition of the Province into Cbuntici, by Lieutenant Governor 
I Clarice, y.rroneout principle of repretentation adopted, to far at regard• a 
|t«il Country r, fairing exlentive Sett/ementi. -Omiuion to enact a fualift- 

lion of property for a teat tn Ike 1 toute of Awembly.—Approved Courte of 
licy for amalgamating the new with the oldtubjech neglected by the Con

queror of Canada.— The legitimate otyccti of Cblonitalion counteracted by 
|the defect! and errors of the Conetitulionat Act. -Anticipating review of Ik* 

•ogrett of the ambition of Ik* lxaderi of Ike French Canadian! under Ike 
MM elimination. -Conttfuencc* of longer neglecting to check thi* ambition 
tan interference on the part of the Imperial Parliament.

«



2 1*01.mCAL ANNALS [CIIAP.I
I*]

W E propose to invcRtignte the various causas which have comlw 
to produce the present extraordinary crisis of Political A (Fairs in Low]
cr Canada. The French Canadian Leaders in the Provincial Housei 
Assembly, professing to act constitutionally, have brought thcnnckti 
and their adherents into direct collision, on matters of finance, wiilj 
his Majesty's Executive, acting under instructions, advisedly given 
his Majesty's Imperial Government.

| The Imperial Parliament is the legitinflatc interpreter of the G 
1 stitutional Acts, which established a civil government in this Provit 
—but until this interpretation be definitively announced, individuals! 
lefi, uncontroulcd by thistiigh authority, to speculate upon the tlu 
and draw their own conclusions from the practice of the Constitutio 

If we have formed a correct idea of the scope of the pretension» 
the House of Assembly, they extend to a virtual monopoly of '
[towers of the civil government, by such a complete controul in " 
ution and finance, ns would render his Majesty’s Representative 

the Legislative Council subservient to the interests, prejudices, 
passions of the French Canadian majority. These pretensions, her 
ter to be historically reviewed, are the more alarming to Britons, wh 
considered as emanating from Members enabled to form the politic 
opinions of their uneducated Electors, professing the Romish religia 
and further distinguished from the rest of his Majesty’s subjects, 1 
an indiscriminnting attachment to the laws, language, manners and I 
bits of their French ancestors. Believing, as we sincerely do, th 
those pretensions have, in a great degree, ariserf from the cncour 
ment afforded to the exclusive ambition of the French Canadian Le 
ers, by the Constitutional Acts 14 Geo. III. cap. 83, and 31 Geo. 
cap. 31, we shall first review their theoretical defects, and next, i 
the principle of judging of a tree by its fruit, we shall examine ii 
practical effects, from the period of their going into joint operation! 
the year 1792, till the lute prorogation of the Provincial Legislatif 
in the end of the year 1827.

We shall, however, previously remark, that several pretension»I 
the French Canadians arc erroneously founded upon the Article» 
the Capitulation and Cession of the Country. It will appear by l 
following account of those Documents, that General Amherst, in I 
first instance, tendered, and the King of France confirmed the 
quered inhabitants of Canada to hie Britannic Majesty, ns deservii 
objects of his benevolence, devoid of any pretensions which could P 
terfere with the approved policy of assimilating them to that accès 
of population from the United Kingdom, which it was the interest i 
intention of Great Britain to encourage, as expressed in his Majc 
Proclamation, dated the 7th October, 1703. The new Subjects] 
fact, might, by good management, have been speedily rendered
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bilious of Anglification, if the sacrifice of their predilections and preju
dices had been made the unavoidable condition of their being admit* 
ed to a participation in the extensive privileges, which are the birth- 

light of Britons.
I In referring to those Capitulations, it is our duty, at the outset, to 
leclare them to be only temporary arrangements, and that they 

»uld merely be consulted as containing the desires of the conquer* 
j, and the momentary decisions of the military men, who command- 
I the victorious armies that achieved the conquest. These temporary 

nmpromises are well understood to be submitted to the definitive régu
lions of the contending Sovereigns ; so that the first and only legiti

me Act of Diplomacy on which the conquered Colony can support its 
ghts, is such Articles of the Treaty of Cession, as may be found insert- 
in the general and definitive treaty of peace between Great Britain and 

France after the conquest of Canada. The obligations of his Britannic 
lajesty which have reference to our subject, are briefly expressed in 
(paragraph of the fourth article of the definitive treaty, concluded at 

iris, on the 10th February, 1763, as follows :—“ His Britannic 
iajesty, on his side, agrees to grant the liberty of the Catholic religion 
i the inhabitants of Canada : he will consequently give the most effec- 
Is/ orders that his new Homan Catholic subjects may profess the wor- 
L of their religion, according to the rites of the Romish Church, as 
|r as the laws of Great Britain permit."

But, as the injudicious Act 14 Geo. III. cap. 83, was less founded 
i this discreet stipulation, than upon a general indulgence of the de- 

of the conquered, expressed in the articles of capitulation de
luded, we shall briefly review those of them which relate to civil 

I religious rights, with the answers of the commanders of the victo- 
out forces.”
As the Capitulation of Quebec contains nothing on this subject 

hich is not repeated in that of Montreal, concluded between Ma- 
General Amherst and the Marquis de Vaudreuil, on the 8th 

member, 1760, we shall attend to the contents of this document 
ily, referring our enquiring readers to the Capitulation of Quebec.
We cannot, however, avoid remarking that, on a general review of 

military, civil, and religious demands of the Marquis, we 
only account for them from the overweening vanity, which 
always characterised Frenchmen and their descendants, in war 

Id in peace. Would Buonaparte, whose name is still the rallying 
of the majority of Frenchmen, have given the mild answer to con- 

kered Britons, which General Amherst gave to the following extra- 
iinary demand, contained in the 41st article ?

| “ The French, Canadians and Acadians, of what state or condition 
r, who shall remain in the Colony, shall not be forced to tale arms 

|tMJ< his Most Christian Majesty, or his Allies, directlu or indirectly,
I any occasion whatever ; the British (lowrnment shall only require 
[/Ana an exact neutrality.” To this demand, the British General 
jldly answers :—“ Tusy bkome Subjects or the Kino."
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After remarking that, on the principle of •• Chanty begin* at Aowr.'l 
the French officers, civil anil military, till the greater part of the dol 
cument with demand* for their own dignity, interest, and sale ro*.| 
voyance, we turn to what more particularly regards the religious j 
civil department*.

Article l27th demand* the free exercise of the Romish religion, m 
that the British (tovernnient shall oblige the people “In p"ylk 
Print* their tythrs, and alt they were used to pay under the hrewt 
Government of hi* Most Christian MajestyThe answer to this ».| 
tide is “ Granted, a* to their free exercise iff their religion ; Tint o*u< 
NATION or TURIN PAYINO lilt TVTIIRS TO TIIR PlIlESTS, WILL l)|| 

1'END ON 1118 MAJR8TY'N PLEASURE."

Articles ‘28th and ‘2!Hit demand, that the Chapter, IViests, and (’«, 
rates, and Missionaries shall continue, with an entire liberty, theirrv 
ercise and functions of Curés in the parishes of the towns and vuun, 
tries ; that the tirnnd Vicars shall have the same liberty, exert ing 
all the jurisdiction they exercised under the French dominion, sit 
the right of administering the Fpiscnpul Diocese during any vncaixi| 
The answer to these articles is, urantkii, except what nkoasw 
the FOLLOWING ARTICLE.

Article SOlli. “ //, by the Treaty erf Peace, Canada should re 
in the potver of his Uritannic Majesty, his Most Christian Mfijet 
shall continue to name the liishop of the Colony, who shall ahn/ 
be of the Homan communion, and under whose authority the people lAtl 
exercise the Homan religion'' The answer to this article is “llt| 
fused. *

Article .81st. “ The Dishop shall, in rase of need, establish nrtr P«| 
rishes, and provide far the rebuilding ofhts Cathedral and his Fpii 
pal Palace ; and in the mean-time, he shall have liberty to dwell in til 
towns or parishes as hr shall judge proper, lie shall be at liberty | 
visit his Diocese with the ordinary ceremonies, and exercise all the 
Usdiction which his predecessor exercised under the French dominie 
save that an oath of fidelity or promise to do nothing contrary ta k 
Uritannic Majesty's service, may be required of him." The answer i| 
this article is “comprised under tiie foregoing." This amwj 
means that the nomination of a Bishop, by the King of France, Iks 
refused, the jurisdiction of such a Bishop and the exercise of his fun 
lions must also lie refused.

Article 32d demands that the communities of the Nuns shall I 
preserved in their constitutions and privileges; which was granted.

Article 93d makes the same demand for the communities of Jc« 
and Recollets, and of the house of the Priests of St. Sulpice at M» 
treat; and that these last shall preserve their right to nominale « 
certain curacies and missions as heretofore. The answer to this I 
“ Refused, till the King's pleasure be known."
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ami the same estate* shall be prrterved in their privileges, rights, honors 
f exemptions." The answer to this article is, “Granted.” This 

has never hern confirmed by his Majesty nor by the Britiili 
Parliament, as will appear by the exception.in the Kill section, of the 
Act l<4 Geo. III. cap. 83, which itnnds unrepenled. Besides reasons 
rstatA rendering it inexpedient, this want of confirmation is nalii- 
Jly asqribcd to the banishment of the order of Jesuits from all the 

jimmied] dominions of France, on the (>th August, ITC'i; whereas, 
\Canada* was only reded to (treat Hiilain as already mentioned by the 

lilive Treaty of Pence, signed at Paris, Kith February, I7(i1. 
Article 41st, demanding neutrality for the Canadians and A ca

ll unis, has liven previously recited, and the answer given, namely, 
They become Sviukcts ok tiik Kino.”
Article 4'Jil. “ 'The French and Canadians shall continue to be gov- 

' according to the Custom of Paris, and the laws and usages es
tablished for this country i and they shall not he subject to any id her 

than those which were established under the Fienrh dominion." 
The answer to this Article is “answered hy the preceding Articles, 

partieulaily my tiik last that is to say, they become subjects 
fthe King, and consequently, in the mean-time, to British laws.

• demand, so far niCregnrds French Laws, contained in this Article, 
with others, was injudiciously granted by the British Act 

If Geo. III. cap. 83, section 8, after llritish laws with their pmuer/ul 
It Unctions to llritish settlers had prevailed in the Province Fourteen 
Hears. This may be well called generosity to foreigners and injustice 

Britons ; nnd some persons have sarcastically remarked that, after 
■nctioning this Act of Parliament, his late Majesty ought to have 

given further notice, that his Royal Proclamation of the 7th October, 
176.1, encouraging Britons to settle in the Province of Quebec, hy 
^he promise of the enjoyment there of the benefit of the laws of En
gland, civil as well as crrifunal, could not he performed ; hut that, from 
i sense of justice, and to atone for this violation of his royal word, he 
»ouId facilitate the return of disappointed and dissatisfied settlers to 

■ir native country, and compensate their lusse is. This sarcasm on 
■he part of certain American Colonists, however dutrcspoctful to the 

emory of a benevolent King, naturally cornea into the remembrance 
pf every writer who reflects upon the multiplied injuries inflicted hy 
the British Act.14 (leo. III. cap. 83, upon all settlers of British ori
gin thus subjected to the Custom of Puns, and rendered //«//‘French- 

by the necessity of studying French laws, in the French lull-

Ve have now extracted and reviewed the articles of the Capitula- 
i of Montreal connected with our subject ; and we find that, though 

khe heroic conqueror of Quebec was dead, General Amherst srou/d 
lot give up by the pen what was gloriously scon by the swonl : this in- 
llorious course was left for Lora North's administration.

Tlit injudicious liberality of the British Government, first to the 
Clergy and higher classes in the year 1774, and next to the mass of the
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population in 1791, lias plac ed the power of the French Canadian» o» 
midi a foundation, as encourage» and enables amhitiou» leaden openly 
or secretly to oppose the views of belli the Imperial and Provincial Ad. 
ministrations, for promoting the permanent security and welfare of tfo, 
Province, as a British Colony, subservient to the interests of the Em. 
pire at large.

The deliberate conviction of our minds is, that if the intention of hi» 
Majesty's Ministers in the year 1791, had preposterously been 1» 
render as speedily ns possible Lower Canada a hot-bed and nursery 
ofdemocruticnl principles; or, in other words, if the question Imj 
been proposed, in w hat manner the neighbourhood of that Province it 
the United States could be best improved as the means of ripening in 
inhabitants for independence, ami alienating them from the Brititi 
nation, the answer must have embraced the principal enactments uf 
tin* present Constitution, strengthened as it is by the richly endowed 
religion and peculiar code of French Laws, established by the ActJ 
177*. This will more readily ap|»eur from a brief review of the
tents of those Statutes.

I. The Act I t Geo. III. cm». 85, in its long and delusive prean. 
hie, declares to the follow ing effect ; that the English civil laws wliid 
had prevailed in the Province of Quebec for ten years, udministem' 
and regulated under commissions to Governors, hud been found inap 
plicable to the state and circumstances of the said Province, the ir 
habitants w hereof amounted at the conquest to about sixty-five then 
sand persons professing the religion of the Church of Home, and r»J 
joying an established form of constitution and system of taws, by whiÀ 
their person» and pro/rerty had been protected, governed and orderr 
for a long series of years, from the first establishment of Canada 
"it therefore enacts that the said English laws and practice of Cour 
shall be annulled from and alter the 1st May, 177.4.—The professé 
of the religion of the Church of Home is next secured ; and its Clcr 
authorised to receive and enjoy their accustomed dues and rights, wit 
respect, however, to such persoijs only as shall profess the said rek 
gion. The oath of allegiance Jvscribed iu the first year of the reigi 
of Elizabeth, is modified, to suit the consciences of the new subject»] 
and the property of all Canadians professing the Homish religion (tie 
religious orders and communities excepted) is confirmed, together will 
all customs and usages relative thereto, and all other their civil right 
in so far as may consist with their allegiance to his Majesty and sub 
jection to the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain ; and it is fa 
I her enacted, that in all matters of ^kroversy, relative to pi open 
and civil rights, resort shall be had ne laws of Canada, as the rul 
for the decision of the same ; subject, however, to be varied or alien 
by any ordinance of the Governor and Legislative Council, appointe

• In an Act of Ike collective wisdom, this assertion is highly reprehensible ; 
we lioltily refer to the published sentiments of the present Canadian Loaders to n 
this unworthy idea of an established form of Constitution, having existed in Csi 

da before (be Conquest.
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«succeeding section of the said Act. Then follows n remarkable 
lion, the execution of which was prevented by some legal tcchni- 

«lities and anti-British policy, for more than half a century, namely, 
t, <)th, “ Provided always that nothing in this Act contained shall ex- 
d or be construed to extend to any lands that haw been granted by 

is Majesty, or shall hereafter be granted by his Majesty, his heirs ami 
ccessors, to be hidden in free and common soccage."
This Statute which w as ‘ passed at the instance of Lord North, 

if unfortunate memory, with the fallacious hope of thus obtaining 
roni Canadian Priests and Seigniors the means of coercing the old 
Colonies,* has never been essentially modified, but remains the prin- 
jpal basis of the existing pretension on the part of the French ('ana- 
linns to he a separate people, or as they shortly express it, “ la Nation 

nadienne.”
We may here remark in passing, that this Act, calculated to secure 

o the settled part of the Province of Quebec a decidedly foreign ns- 
ct, disgusted the British, w ho hud been encouraged to emigrate, by 

|hc> Proclamation of 17()S, which promised English laws, and also the 
i, who had adhered to the British Government in the American 

evolution, and it was the great cause of the next measure prolific of 
ils, namely, that of dividing the Province, in the year 17b I, when 
House of Assembly, with extensive privileges, was granted to each 

livision. . These Loyalists having previously tied from French Law* to 
Upper Districts of the Province of Quebec, were not unwilling to 

ve a separate Civil Government, leaving the Subjects of British des- 
nt in the Lower Districts to he domineered over by a faction, arm*

I by the British Parliament, with an authority which has gradually 
cn turned against the \ iews and interests of tUe Umpire.
Meai -time, the Increasing importunity of the English part of the 

inunity, which hud settled under the faith of the Proclamation of 
khc year 176!$, had prevailed upon the British Cabinet to take the 
pVtitioii'-ofthe year 1781 into serious consideration, and frame a free 

! Destitution, including a Legislative Council in a permanent form, 
nul a House of Assembly renewable quurtennially, for this extensive 
nd peculiarly circumstanced part of the Continent of North America, 

ined by nature, in spite of legislative blunders, to he a powerful 
pire, fit to contain a hardy population of many millions of souls. 

We now come to review the Act .‘$1 Geo. III. cap. 31.
In examining this Act—commonly culled the Constitutional Act__

fche consideration of what has been omitted may prove still more im
itant than of what has been enacted ; and we shall, therefore, begin 
' stating some imprudent omissions which are almost unaccountable, 
nsidcring the ample information respecting the state of the Pro-

• It Is worthy of remark that, imtead of serving the intended purpose, this ettra- 
dinnry measure forced upon the conscience of his late Majesty, George III. of 
•Wishing Popery in a British dependency, furnished fresh means of strengthening 
i revolutionary leaders, and added religious to political fanaticism in the minds of 

American people.—This result is particularly worthy of the attention of lAe phi. 
Ideal historian.

34
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vinrv, winch Ministers asserted to have been collected tor their u«v, 
during Mr. I‘in'* administration, which hud already lasted seven yean. 
Those Ministers hud reason to know that the 14-th Geo. III. cap. K:t, 
commonly called the Quebec Act, organized and concentrated tl* 
power hi d population of the French Canadians under the feudal te
nure ; and that, unless some decisive enactment for the encourage- 
ment of settlers on the lands granted in free and common soccnge, or 
English tenure, were introduced into this Constitutional Act, the ba»ii 
of a monopoly of power running counter to English laws, language and 
characteristics, would lie laid in the proposed House of Assembly fur 
Lower Canada, w hich, if not a complete Oligarchy, must merely re 
present the sixty-live thousand persons and their descendants, pro. 
fessing the religion of the Church of Home, os described in the pro. 
amble to the former Act. The Ministers of the day ought also to 
have known, that the ninth section of the Act 14- Geo. III. cap. 83, 
intended, apparently, to protect the Settlers on the English tenure- 
grants from French laws, had been su Acred to remain a dead letter; 
and they were thus surely bound in honor to make at least some pro
vision in the new Act for facilitating the participation of such Set
tlers in Lower Canada, in the exercise of the powers conferred on the 
popular brunch of the new Legislature, lint a silence, savouring a« 
much of intrigue as of mere official negligence, was preserved on this 
topic in the Ministerial speeches, which slurred and hurried over the 
whole matter. Whether the offspring of Provincial intrigue or of cul
pable neglect and ignorance, the defect is not less glaring of any de
claration of the principle so necessary in colonization, that the repre
sentation of the peojyle should be regulated by the joint consideration of 
numbers and territorial extent, thus providing for the progress of ntw 
settlements, and encouraging those swarms, which good policy might 
have conducted from the hive of native population, to be amalgnmat-f 
ed with the enterprising loyalists and British emigrants, and rendered! 
capable of exercising, with moderation and intelligence, the privileges! 
of a free constitution. Nor was this defect in the enactment for a di-l 
vision into counties repaired in practice by the arrangements of Lieu
tenant Governor Clarke and his Council, who seem to have been sa
tisfied with dividing on the sole principle of actual population, and 
doing nothing for Englishmen or the English language, except giving 
F.nglish names to Counties wholly inhabited by a people sneaking 
French. It was owing partly to this mismanagement that the late 
House of Assembly neither represented the property, the territorial 
extent, the varied population, nor the commercial interests of the<Co- 
lony. The representation has, in fact, been hitherto confined to the 
French Seigniories, or lands, held under the feudal tenure, forming a 
narrow strip of land along the banks of the St. Lawrence ; while the 
Townships, granted under the English tenure of free and common 
soccagc, exceeding the seigniories in extent, and containing one eighth 
of the whole population of the Province, have not a single voice in tht 
House oj Assembly. And among those extraordinary omissions in the

|t’onst!tutional Act which 
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[constitutional Art whic h have rendered the popular branch incont- 
•tent, may he mentioned the silence»preserved respecting a qualifi* 

cation of property, in the persons eligible to serve as Member* in the 
House of Assembly. Owing to this unrepaired defect, we have 

en many poor Knights and Burgesses sent to Parliament, who 1 
have repeatedly attempted to introduce the republican practice of 
riving daily pay to Legislators. This omission was considered by 
the Legislature of Upper Cunadu, so contrary to the analogies of 
plie British Constitution, that one of the early Acts of that body esta
blished a qualification, w hich, however, was so low ns to admit Mem
bers inclined to support the practice before mentioned, of awarding 
iccuniary compensation for Legislative service.

We might extend this subject of omissions very far, judging from 
mis, but we desire to deni fairly with the memory of the great men 

dm were concerned in the passage of the Constitutional Act, which 
wholly silent as to the means of securing a permanent revenue for f 

he support of his Majesty's Government, and the administration of 
ustice within the Province,—the employment of the English language 

the text of the laws, and other matters essentially requisite to 
omette British Colonisation, and preserve this country to the British 

Crown.
We, therefore, proceed to the enactments, leaving for the present 

trims of omission, with the view of describing such sins of commis- 
on as they may be found to contain. By the second section, the 
mince of Quebec is divided, and a Legislative Council and House 
Assembly for each division respectively is enacted, forming, with 
King's Representative, a semblance of the British Constitution, 

marked change of the policy and language of the Proclamation of 
1*63 is here observable : speaking of the House of Assembly intend- 

for the Province of Quebec, East Florida, West Florida, and the

S
iland of Grenada, the Proclamation says, that such Assemblies shall 
lake laws, as near as may be agreeable to the laws of England ; while 
ie Act 31 (ieo. III. cap. SI, proceeding on the principle of the 
reach law being restored, enacts that the Provincial laws shall be 
erely not repugnant to the said Constitutional Act ; thus, it must he 
llowcd, consistently enough, discarding all analogy with English civil 

from the Legislative system of Lower Canada. The third section 
«tes the lowest numbers which shall compose the Legislative Conn- 
I and Assembly of both Provinces, leaving us to infer a power in the 
tovincial Parliament to increase the number of Members of the 
Inure of Assembly, in accordance with the increase of settlements and 
>pulation, besides the undoubted exercise of the King’s prerogative 

summoning additional Legislative Councillors; the Members of 
f which latter body are appointed for life. Here also we find a basis

i
un aristocracy, with titles of honour, attempted to be provided, 
t which the division of property, under the French law, will render 
gatory in Lower Canada ; where the rights of primogeniture, so ne- 
isary fur the establishment of a permanent landed aristocracy, do

B
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not exist. This ennctinent, indeed, is n glaring proof of tin- ignorance 
of its supporters, anil forum a » * in a Constitution
which is, in other respects, so defective in prospective policy, neglat. 
Mg to provide for the immediate want» of a new Country, and malay 
provision for the characteristic vanities of an old Society.

Section 14 contains the authority to he delegated to the Governor, 
for the purpose, of dividing the said Province into Districts, Countin, 
Circles, Towns and Townships, and declaring and appointing th( 
number of Members of Assembly to he chosen hy each respectively; 
but this was executed without any of those extensive and statesmen, 
like views, which ought to have distin,. " * " the personage entrusted 
with setting in motion the new machine of Government. Wlteiu 
compiest, such as a little Island or Province, is fully peopled, or mere
ly held as a military post, it is of less consequence that its population! 
should be assimilated to that of the conquering power; hut, aim 
the extent of the country, and the natural course of human attain, 
destine a conquest, such ns Canada, to support an immense popul*. 
lion, whose prejudices or opinions must eventually controul the (in. 
vermnent, it becomes the duty of self preiervation that the conquer
ing power should take early and decisive ' measures for impressing in 
national characteristics upon the new conquest ;—by publishing Iasi, 
and diffusing education and knowledge in the language of the con. 
queror. introducing and encouraging the settlement of old Subjevti 
uniting the new, and employing every means of enlightened and M 
nevolent policy to produce a mutual sympathy, by softening or obliJ 
tcrating every remembrance of hostility, and creating common objvciil 
of ambition and noble emulation, consistent with the permanent in| 
tcrcsts and welfare of the Umpire at large. Having thus advertu 
to a principle which, in an evil hour, was lost sight of, in the prclimi 
nary arrangements for the introduction of a Representative Govern 
ment into Lower Canada, we proceed in our review of the Constilu 
lional Act, and observe, that through twenty sections, regulating th 
mode of election, and describing the Voters and Candidates, no enuvtj 
ment is found calculated to prevent the entire ascendancy of thj 
Trench Canadian Inhabitants of the Seigniories over the rest of lit 
Majesty’s Subjects, or to ensure to the Executive Government of 
Majesty, a single adherent in the House of Assembly. This want cl 
precaution would hardly be pardonable in giving a Constitution to i 
homogeneous population of British origin ; but its consequences, s 

- the present case of legislating for a people chiefly composed of pcs 
sons differing in manners, habits, customs, religion, and language, 
from the British nation, threaten to destroy every rational and login 
mate object of colonisation ; one of w hich is to raise up a worthy lit 
présentâti\v of the Mother Country, willing to receive her iinhuctou 
and to ajford every assistance for the accommodation of her surplus pt 
pulation, in the extensive forests and unlocaled lands of this Contint* 
Considering those enactments w ith more immediate reference to lb 
previously concentrated power conferred on the Trench Canadians,i

•] or
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llie establishment of Irench laws nnd the Honiish religion hy the 
juebvv Act, we perceive that the almost universal suffrage extended 

by the Constitutional Act to this part of the population, must tend to 
irrprtuatc their inclination to he a separate people, and to direct 
hem in choosing Representatives, pledged to maintain this favorite 
pbjrct; and a scrupulous attention to the redemotion of this pledge 
juii never failed to insure the re-election of the old Members ; many 
Sf whom already consider their political power and functions in the 
government as thus secured during their natural lives. On this point, 
mired, we chiefly rest our hypothesis of the monopolising ambition of 
the French Canadian Leaders in the House of Assembly. In these 
Lnsctmrnts, and in the peculiar characteristics, and insulating preju- 
liccs of the Electors, we find the text, while the measures of the 
Circled facilitate the comment of our doctrine on this important sub- 
Irrt, fraught with danger to British Colonisation and Ascendancy in 
1ms Country. But, before descending to the particular acts, indicating 
>purposes of the elected, we shall describe, in general terms, the ef- 
cts of the present Constitution upon the spirit and disposition of the 

at majority of the Electors. J’urtly from incapacity to appreciate 
I exercise the political power w ith which they hail been invested,
I partly from some remaining deference for their English Fellow 

lubjcctH, they used their ascendancy at first with moderation ; but 
lit disposition was not of long continuance ; and, so early as the so- 
land election, in the year I7ÎHÎ, it yielded to the inveterate unti-Bri- 
|*h and anlitf ommercial prejudices, hy which, under the increasing 
Kcitcmcnt or their Leaders, they have not «used to he actuated, 
baring some years, while many sanguine and active British Capital- 
It» heartily combined in exercising that influence which their fortunes 
^«l their means of giving favors and employment, produced upon n 
visanirv generally poor, a few Members friendly to the British and 
lercuntile interests were chosen ; hut when the native Leaders, 
Lawyers and Sotnries,) by looking on, had obtained some know- 
dge of the game, those interests were quickly undermined ; and it is 
humiliating fact that, notwithstanding vigorous efforts renewed at in- 
mis, the British and Mercantile Minority has dwindled to insignifi- 
mey, exhibiting in various Sessions of recent Parliaments, the alarm- 
g case of the Provincial Administration being supported, in rights 
id measures absolutely necessary for its beneficial existence, by on- 
three Members, out of the fifty which compose the popular branch 
the Legislature. This point gained in the steady march towards 

impiété ascendancy, under the banners of a vicious Constitution,
M now apparently enabled the French Canadian Leaders to dictate 
ms to his Majesty’s Representative and to the Colonial Départ

ent of the Im|«erial Government ; and if we could suppose the ac- 
ptance of these terms, we could have no doubt but the triumphant 
•jority would speedily contrive the means of making the whole Pro
fite contribute to the wealth and jicrmanent power of themselves 
id their friends. That the Leaders in question flatter themsclve#
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with having a nearer prospect than ever of this consummation we can
not doubt, and that they will not be scrupulous as to the means of 
obtaining their ends we feel convinced, not only by the history of 
parties in other countries, but likewise by that review which we have 
recently taken of the most remarkable steps evincing ambition in th? 
House of Assembly, and which we shall now proceed to bring before 
our readers, with all due deference to their judgment.

»

.f
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The first House of Assembly—Its composition and the consequences of being 
formed entirely on the principle of actual population, insuring French 
Canadian Ascendancy.—Practical inconveniencies of the Act 31 Geo. III. 
Cap. 31.—The important omission of not prescribing that the Minutes of 
Proceedings should be in the F.nglish language only.—Provident conduct of 
the Congress of the United Stales contrasted with this omission.—First Ses
sion opened by Li. Gov. Clarke.— The choice of Mr. Panel as Speaker, 
though unfit to express himself in the native language of the Sovereign.— 
Debate upon this choice of a Speaker, with the names of the Members in fa
vor of a Speaker acquainted with both languages.—First Proceedings to re
cover the Jesuits' FMates, reserved by thef'rown.—Decorum preserved in the 
House and the cause of its moderation.—Refections arising from the imme
diate operation of the new Constitution in perpetuating the ascendancy of 
French laws, language, and characteristics. —The Members chiefiy occupied 
with framing Rules and Regulations for the proceedings of the house. -One 
Money Bill only passed, to provide for the payment of the Salaries of the 
Officers of both branches of the legislature. —Abortive attempt by the Majo
rity to record prefatory Speeches on Motions in the Journals of the House. 
—Delusion of the Minority as to the effects of the new Constitution.—Second 
Session opened by Lord Dorchester, the Governor General.—His Speech to 
both Houses, flattering the popular branch. — The Judicature Rill.— The Mi
litia Bill.—The Bill for regulating Aliens. —The manœuvre of the Majori
ty to delay or defeat the measures proposed by the Executive or Legislative 
Council, by causing adjournments from want of the ordinary Quorum, bck. 
trig 17 Members.—Reflection on this manœuvre, indicating a gentleness of 

.manner, which was afterwards abandoned. >

Our review of the most remarkable steps evincing ambition in 
[the Leaders of the House of Assembly, may conveniently contain 
Brief notices of the most important measures of the Legislature and 
Government, chronologically arranged; but this will be considered 

condary to the main object of enquiry;—for the attainment of which, 
It will be proper to decide on particular epochs, not entirely confin
ing them to the duration of one Assembly, j

The first epoch, however, we wish to comprehend the first House 
t>f Assembly, during which the natural operation of the Constitution 
find the first dawnings of that ambition, which has only recently reach
ed its noontide altitude, are discernable.

The first House of Assembly, summoned by Lieutenant "Gov*

I
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crnor Clarke, met on the 17th December, 1792, and was prorogm-dI 
by him on the 9th May, 1793.

The Representation, as already mentioned, having been entirely re-1 
gulatcd on the principle of actual population, the French Canadians,! 
notwithstanding their comparative ignorance of the management of a I 
free government, returned thirty-five Members from among them-1 
selves, out of the fifty which composed the whole popular branch,I 
leaving for the English an influential Minority of fifteen, consisting! 
chitfiy of respectable merchants and traders, deeply interested in tliel 
advancement of the country, and in the developement of its commet-1 
cial resources.

The inconvenience of the Act 31 Geo. III. cap. 81, containing the! 
same Constitution for two Provinces, w idely differing in the origin and! 
disposition of theiy respective population, was experienced by the Mi
nority before mentioned, at the commencement of this Session.| 
However politic and desirable, the Act in question had not enacted I 
that the minutes of proceedings in the Assembly should be recorded I 
in the native language of the Sovereign ;* and, by this negligence,[ 
the Members were left without any Effectual stimulus to acquire the! 
English language, or to study Precedents of Legislative proceed-[ 
ings, agreeably to the practice of the British Constitution, iif their! 
original dress, being tempted on the contrary to trust to translations,! 
on subjects requiring the greatest nicety of discrimination. We do! 
not here allude to translations used merely as a means of acquiring a! 
language, but to that characteristic propensity of establishing French I 
as the text and standard of Canadian Legislation and Legislative pro- i 
ceedings. The Majority, in obedience to this propensity and to the! 
narrow view of personal convenience, obtained the expensive record ofl 
the proceedings of the Assembly in the French language ; and the I 
uniform tendency of its measures has been to turn English law and! 
politics into French, instead of accommodating the rest of his Majes-I 
ty’s Subjects with translations of F/ench law into English. The Par-1 
liament of Great Britain neglected the policy of stimulating the new! 
Subjects to the study of constitutional law in its original sources, while! 
the whole tendency of the Canadian legislation and practice is to! 
force Englishmen to study French, and in no small degree to become! 
Frenchmen, and coalesce with the Nation Canadienne. The next cir-l 
cumstance worthy of remark is, that though the Majority of this first! 
and best House of Assembly professed great eagerness to draw con-[ 
stitutional information from English sources, they, nevertheless, did! 
not elect as their Speaker or oracle of constitutional law, an English-]

man, as they mig 
^bose a French 
[lion into office, < 
fimscl/ in the pri 
Jof choosing a Frt 
||uired ; and the 
with an English ( 
kccent.*

* It is not unworthy of remark here, that an important arrangement of this na-l 
litre was duly provided for by the Congress of the United Slates, when, in com.I 
pliante with their Treaty wilh France, they admitted the Territory of Louisiam,| 
chiefly inhabited by a French population, into their Confederation. The Act i 
Congress on the occasion, enacted that all minutes of proceedings in the Senate,] 
Courts and Legislature should be exclusively recorded in the language of the Con-1 
stitution of the United States, that is to say, in the English language.
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Inian, as they might have done, well versed in both languages, hut they 
chose a French Canadian, who, in the usual ceremonial of induc
tion into office, declared to the Governor that he could only express 
Ilmself in the 'primitive language of his unlive country. This practice 
pf choosing a French Canadian as a Speaker, has been uniformly fol- 
Ijuvved; and the verbal communications of the House of Assembly 
n-itli an English Governor, have always grated his ear with a foreign 
icccnt.*

* This affair of the choice of a Speaker of the first House of Assembly is so im- 
orMnt, that we shall here give a particular account of its management.
The minorily appear to have desired time for deliberation, but the majority had 

made up their minds on the subject, and with difficulty allowed a delay from the 
prening of Monday till Tuesday, at 10 o'clock, A M.

Mr. Dunicre proposed J. A. Panel, Esq., as Speaker, and was seconded by Mr. 
Debonne, who staled that Mr. Panel possessed a fundamental knowledge of the 
Municipal law of the country, which rendered him peculiarly qualified for the office.

Mr. M'Gill proposed William Grant, Esq., as Speaker;—he said that an essen
tial qualification in the Speaker was a perfect knowledge of the English and French 
Wuages, without which in that House, where some Members understood no En- 
klish, and others spoke no French, the business without the ready instruction of tire 
Speaker, would he continually retarded ;—that Mr. Panel’s deficiency and Mr. 
grant's qualification in this particular wen-equally well known; that the latter had 
[knowledge equal to that of any other person in the laws of the country—and 
lum long residence, was well acquainted with its local interests; that his former si- 

ttion in the service of Government, gave him the knowledge of forms and the ha- 
litsrequired for conducting public business; and in fine, taking all Mr. Grant’s 
jualiScatioos together, he considered him the fittest person to be Speaker of the 
[jouse.

Mr. Dambourges seconded the motion. Mr. Bedard said that Mr. Panel knew 
Hough of the English language to conduct the public business.

Mr, Richardson observed that it was not a smattering knowledge of either lan- 
uage that could enable the Speaker to do justice to the House in mutual explana

tion between Members, in translating motions and other papers, and in commit- 
tenions with Ills Majesty’s Representative—that the transactions between the 
peaker and the King’s Representative, should be in the language of the Empire, to 

Illich we had the happiness to belong, whatever might be the language of debate in 
at House.
Mr. P. Louis Panet.said, “ To solve the question, I will ask whether this Colo- 

Iny is, or is not, an English Colony ? w hat is the language of the Sovereign, and 
of the Legislature from whom we hold the Constitution which assembles us this 

I day? what is the general language of the Empire ? what is that of one part of our 
I fellow subjects ? what will that of the other and of the whole Province be at a 
[certain epoch? It is my opinion that there is an absolute necessity that the Cana- 
Idiins in course of time adopt the English language, as the only means of tlissi- 
I pating the repugnance and suspicions which the difference of language would 
I keep up between people united by circumstances and necessitated to live toge- 
Itber; but in expectation of the accomplishment of this happy change, l think it 
Its but decent that the Speaker, on whom we may fix our choice, he one who can 
letpress himself in English when he addresses himself to the Representative of 
lour Sovereign."
I In the course of the debate, Mr. Papineau having "said that he understood 
at some objection lav against Mr. Grant’s election, and Mr. Debonne adding that 

IPetition was actually signed by a number of the Electors of the Upper Town of 
lutbcc against his return, Mr. Grant said he had heard of no such Petition—nor

*
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This first Session wits further remarkable by n Petition from the
County of Quebec, praying the Assembly to use means for placing I 
the property of the late Order of Jesuits at the disposal of the Pro-1 
vinciul Legislature, and applying it to its original destination, which I 
was alleged to be the support of Colleges and seminaries for the du.I 
cation of the natives of Canada. On this subject, an Address to his I 
Majesty was voted on the 11th of April, 17U3, tluuvsultW which will I 
be hvrcaOer mentioned. The remains of the olU I'rencn^ptUiteiicm,| 
and a laudable deference to their fellow subjects kept up decorum in 
the proceedings of the Majority during this Session ; but the natural I 
operation of the new Constitution must already have struck every muni 
of observation, and induced him to anticipate its tendency to g/vrgl 
complete ascendancy to the French Canadians, their lares, language,I 
and characteristics in the papular branch of the Legislature, and to ni.[ 
courage in their lenders at a future day, that exclusive ambition which! 
now distinguishes them, and which, if not speedily and effectually! 
checked, will make the whole country tributary to their aggrandi«.| 
ment, and to the support of their families and dependents.

The time of the Members during the first Session had been so mtichl 
occupied w ith the preliminaries of legislation, including the adoption ull 
Rules and Regulations for proceedings, that only eight Acts were pat»I 
cd, consisting chicHy of temporary prolongations of previous ordinunccil

was lie «ware of any ground of complaint against hi* election i but if the present *1.1 
legations should have any weight with the Member*, he would, in inch case, rvcomT 
mend the attention of the House to Mr. M * Gill, who was master of the languagn,| 
and in every respect better qualified than he, or perhap* than any other Member, til 
fill the office of Speaker.

Mr. l.ees then, alluding to a precedent in the House of Common* of Great Dri.| 
tain, moved that Mr. MKiill be elected Speaker of the House, which being secondd 
by Mr. Grant, Mr. Walker anticipating an objection to Mr. M'Gill from hi* beiiql 
an Executive Councillor, moved that Mr. Jordan be elected Speaker of the House-1 
which motion was carrier!.

After a long debate and much desultory conversation, the original question *e| 
finally put, ‘‘That Mr. J. A. Panel be elected Speaker of this House,” when tliri 
appeared for the qtiextion„~~88 

A gain it, .......... .IS

.Majority for Mr. Panel ..10
Mr. Panel was then conducted to the Chair by several Members.
Tire following are the names of Members who voted against Mr. Panel, and wlwl 

may be considered to have been in favor of having a Speaker perfectly acquainted! 
with both languages •

Messrs. Salsberry, Messrs. O' If am.
“ Dambourges, •• Walker,
“ P. Louis l’anet, “ Coffin,
“ James M'Gill, “ Richardson,
“ Grant, “ Jordan,
• • Frobisher, “ Todd,
“ Lester, “ Lynd,
“ Young, “ Lees,
“ Macniikr, “ Barnes.
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of the Governor and Legislative Council, under the Act 14 Geo. III. 
cap. fW. Une Money Mill, however, ww passed, .1.1 Geo. HI., cup 8, 
entitled, “ an Act to establish a Fund for defraying the Salarie* of the 

\ “ Officers of the Legislative Council and Assembly/, together with the 
» contingent expense* thereof,” which is the more worthy of being mcn- 

I tioned, because the revenue derived therefrom, has been lavishly up- 
propriut^T" to tho expenses of the House of Assembly ; tliu alarming 

I encreuse of which will hereafter he noticed.
It has been plausibly asserted, that if the habits of business pos

sessed by some of the English Members had not interfered, the ab-
■ surdity of the experiment of conferring power on the French Canadian 
I Majority would have been shown in a convincing light this first JScs- 
Ision ; and one little fact tends strongly to support this assertion, 
Inamcly, that some of tho Leaders insisted upon having a long speech, 
junder the disguise of a preface to a motion, recorded in the Journals

' the Assembly. This was checked by the minority ; and tho Gov- 
nment was thus deprived of the means of contemplating a full 

length picture of the sentiments and designs of the Majority. The 
ry of the Minority was—“ Let us all pul our shoulders to the wheel, and 

! the English Constitution have a fair trial among Frenchmen." Re
dolence or vanity in some, expectation of office in others, all the 

nions combined at the moment to cover the defects of the Coniti- 
ition ; and the Lieutenant Governor in his Speech at the close of the 
Vision, assisted in concealing from the public, the waste of time which 

had taken place. A reference to our preceding remarks will convince 
every unprejudiced mind that the Acts 14 Geo. III. cap. 83, and 31, 
jeo. III. cap. 31, both combining to form the Constitution, are a mere 
jmtward semblance of the British Constitution, and that the circurn- 

ance of their being founded upon the re-establishment of French 
aws, and the endowment of the Romish religion, renders the pre
ended resemblance and analogy to the British Constitution a com
plete delusion, so Jar as Englishmen and their descendants are con

ned.
The first Session of the Assembly had only proceeded on Finance 
far as the feeling of self-preservation suggested, by providing a fund 

br the contingent expenses of the new Legislature ; hut a new scene 
Iras presented to the Members next Session, which was opened by 
lis Excellency the Governor in Chief, Guy Lord Dorchester, with a 
post gracious speech, peculiarly flattering to the popular branch, in 
fliich lie intimated that detailed accounts of the Provincial Revenue 

f the Crown would be laid before them, hut that no subsidy would 
le required, till deliberation during the present Session had enabled 
pem to mature their plans for a financial system, suited to the cir- 
amstances of the Province. The establishment of Courts of Jus- 

Ice and of a Militia Law was particularly pressed upon the attention
■ both branches of the Legislature ; and the Addresses in reply were 

Mete with loyalty to the King, and compliment to his Representative.



IS I’UI.ITH'AI, ANN At S (’ll At’, III. J

Title Session w a* remarkable fbr Industry, owl hr, in some measure, 
to iliv prospect of plucea ami salaries, which lliv Judicature mttl Mill- 

tin Hill* Mil forth i and tliv passage of the Alien Hill, or Act for tin» 
better préservai iotV of In* Majesty's Uoverinnpnt, conferred powm 
on the Executive which evinced conlldence in ith moderntitm.

We ehnll mention one incident of this Seeeion, rnther on accmint 
of it* giving rise to it favorite manœuvre of the Majority, thnn on nr. 
count of it* intrinsic importance. A Member, belonging to the Mi- 
nority, having obtained leave of absence, and being about to quit the 
Province, wit* arrested on an action of debt, which alleged breach of 
I’arliatttentary privilege gave rise to warm and long debates, con. 
ducted with much ability. The Speaker lumsclf, in hie capacity of | 
Advocate, had nurd out the writ, and was naturally unwilling to ac
knowledge any offence by having time acted'; w hile, on the other 
hand, several of hie usual supporters so highly valued the privilege 
claimed, of freedom from arrest, that he was finally obliged to sue- 
cumlt and make an apology to the House. This aliair had been lie» 
hire the House from the ViVth November till the tid January ; and it» 
decision had been protracted by the manœuvre of Members absenting 
themselves without leave, and obliging the House to adjourn for want 
of n quorum. A call of the House for the ‘20llt January at length 
brought the Imslnes to issue, and a Hesolve was passed making re-[ 
t'vrrnce to the practice of the Commons of (Îrent lhituin, and deelar-l 
ing the persons of Members free from arrest, by civil process. The 
individuals concerned in the arrest were voted guilty of a breach of

Itrivilegv, and forced to make submission and apology at the bar of the 
House. This occasion gave rise to another Hesolve, namely, “ Thai 
" in all unprovided cases, resort shall he had to the rules, usages, anJ 
*’ forms of the Parliament of Great Hritain, which shall he follomi 
“ until the House shall think Jit to make a rule or rules applicable 
** such unprovided cases."

From me means before mentioned employed to defeat, or at least 
delay, the question of privileges, we perceive that the French Canadi
ans were as yet only prepared to assert their supremacy, suaviter in mo
do, and this manœuvre of producing an adjournment for want of a 
quorum, was the favorite defensive measure till the majority com
pletely threw off the mask during the administration of Sir James 
Craig; when the proposal of paying the Civil List was urged upon f 
Majesty’s Government, and the prospect of binding and controlingj 
the Provincial Executive in all cases whatsoever dazzled the views 
the lawyers and notaries, and other native leaders of the “ A'ofioij 
Canadienne."

This second Session of the first House of Assembly was closed with a tern 
complimentary speech by Lord Dot Chester, on the 31st May, 1794; and six Hill] 
were passed, of which one, the Judicature Bill, was reserved for the significant 
of his Majesty's pleasure, and only became a law Uie 11th of Ikeember, 1791.
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A. I). 1795 A 1790.

Third Sei in opened by Font Dorchester, whu in bit Sjieeth to both Ifousei rath 
Ihe Provincial Ixgit/alure by the new name uf I'Homm*i. I’sm.itMiorr.— 
Ilii, Mnsaget, recommending Ihe well order inn tij the Finances. Abortive at
tempt to modi/,t/ the Feudal Ten are of lamb' Hotlihily of the Majority loturh 
modification accounted for, and the futaie plant for the extent ion of that 
tenure involving an extension of Trench I,a let to Ihe new Nettlernentt. Una
nimity of Ih It limite in a permanent Act of Supply. The hoittlily of later At-
ttmbliet to permanent Aclt atcribed to ambition, -lnjluence oj theMinortly__
Arrangement with Upper Canada, fur the divitlon uf the product of Cuttom 
Duties.—Pdice Regulations connected with the powert conferred upon the 
Executive by Aclt imposing I Juliet on lAccntet, -Act fir the Inspection of 
Pot and Pearl Ashes.—Art for the Hegistration of Marriages, far. Quaran
tine Act.—Clint rail between the general conduct of this first House of Assem
bly, and its more recent Successors.—Closing Speech of l/ird Dorchester, 
with reflections upon his vain and sanguine expectations of the benefits uf 
the new Constitution. Primary and permanent causes, frustrating those 
expectations with respect to Ihe subjects of British origin.—Fourth Session, 
rendered important by events during the recess, producing a more extensive 
exercise of the legislative and controling powers of the popular branch.— 
ttyened by iMrd Dorchester, who applies to Ihe Provincial Parliament for 
as Act of Indemnity on account of the Embargo. This Act passed with mo. 
difications, showing lhe influence of the Minority. Some good ejects of the 
scarcity which rendered the Embargo necessary. The Hoad Hill, and the 
difficulties with which it had to struggle in the House of Assembly.—This 
military measure becomes a law by the united influence of the Executive amt 
legislative Council.—Hesistanee to the principle of this tuw ascribed to the 
habits of the great majority of the elective body, and existing in nearly 
equal force al the present day.—The bad winter roads, caused by the form and 
tackling of the Canadian train.—Abortive attempts on the part of the Legis
lative Council, and the Minority of the House of Assembly lo obtain a Bank
rupt Imw.—The desire oj the French Canadian Majority to introduce the 
Code Marchand of France. — The Consolidation Act, its ejects and consequen
ces.—The wise policy of his Majesty's Imperial Government in leaving it dor
mant__The temper oj the legislature in making this Act permanent, con
trasted with that of future Assemblies—Some other Acts of this Session, and 
the projects of a Canal and Tprnpike Road from Montreal to La Chine.— 
F.nd of the first Provincial Parliament of Isjwcr Canada, and of Isord Dor
chester's Administration.
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In proceeding to Irnce the progrès* of the nmbition ni' llie Lemlrn 
of the lute House* of Assembly, we slmll Imve oeension to notice tht 
abortive effort* of the British and commercial minorit y to obtain some 
modifications of the old l u nch law, so far as regarded the feudal if. 
nitre of lands and its pec uliar burthens, hy which the nnlural-offevli ! 
of trade in tlie cncrease of buildings and improvement of the soil, 
were materially checked. The tenacity evinced by the French Can#, 
dian Leader* on this point during the Session,*of which we are about to 
treat, proves that they considoed it a most important means of se
curing the monopoly of power to themselves, and to the " Nation Vim, 
adienne —it was reserved, however, for their more hold succeasori I 
to attempt, at a future day, in the administration of Lord Dulliousii-,* 
to overturn the La,,' ‘ . and extend the feudal tenure, with its anti, 
commercial burthens and old French laws, to every part of Lower C’a* 
nndn, in defiance of the letter and spirit of British Legislation.

The third Session of what, tor tne first time, was this year called, 
by Lord Dorchester, the IVovincial Parliament, was opened hy lm 
Lordship with a most gracious Speech, frth January, 17BA, followed 
up by a variety of Messages recommending the well ordering of the
Kinnnecs and Police of the Country.The extensive influence of the French revolutionary principles dur. 
mg the previous year, had alarmed all w ho had a large stake in the 
Country—and an Association entered into for the support of |ii* Majes
ty's Government had, for the moment, united all men of property and 
mitigated jvarty spirit. This Session, therefore, was considered a pro- 
pilions season by the English Seigneurs and other Proprietors, for ob
taining some modifications of the feudal tenure ; and they were 
so sanguine of eventual success, that they had made private agree
ments with new Settler» from the United Statw^for the commutation 
of all the burthens except cens et rentes, resolving the whole into i 
moderate and immutable ground rent. The efforts of an influential 
Minority, alter much debate and delay, at length prevailed on the 
House of Assembly to go into committee, 2d March, “ to consider 
the laws, customs, and usages in force in this Province, relative to tht 
tenure of lands, and the rights derived therefrom." On this occasion, 
the Chairman, as a matter of form, reported progress, and obtained 
leave to sit again ; but it soon appeared that the Majority would not 
consent to make the slightest sacrifices to what they called the cupi- 

1 dity of English Landholders, and the prejudices of American Settler»; 
\ by a sort of compromise, the affair w as allowed to pass into oblivion, 

and no report on the subject was ever made. The proposed enquiry 
into the feudal tenure was perfectly consistent w ith the views of the

• The frequent change of Governors in this Province, has afforded opportunity 
to the French Canadian Majority to revive amt itious projects repeatedly defeated; 
and it it worthy of remark, that in the second year of every new administration, if- 
ter a careful study of the Governor’s character, a suitable selection of claims incom
patible with the prerogatives of the Crown and with the existence of British ascend»»-

cy are brought forward.
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Uriltsh Government, and with those of Lord Dorchester, who had, 
,many years before this Session of the new Legislature, recommended 
Rio subject ; ,80 that the present failure was considered decisive ; and 
tiikHouse of Assembly was not troubled with any farther measures 
of innovation, during his Lotdslnp’s administration.

Ihit'a difference of opinion on one or more points was not yet. 
considered sufficient to prevent the most decisive measures for the pe
cuniary support of the Civil Government within the Province. The 
vote lor a Supply to his Majesty was unanimous, and the appropri- 
ntion was made permanent, as were the Duties of Customs imposed 
this Session. This Supply amounting to Live Thousand Pounds Ster
ling, milled to the produce of the duties imposed by the Imperial 
Parliament, previously to the Act of IH Geo. III. cap. I'd, and the 
casual and territorial revenue of the Crown, granted by his Majesty 
for the use of the Province, have recently been the only means of 

i preventing the dissolution of the Government, In consequence of the 
unconstitutional conditions of the Bills of Appropriation passed by 
the House of Assembly, and generally rejected by the Legislative 

[Council ; whose conduct Ims been uniformly approved of by every 
Uiovernur and Administrator since the beginning of the financial dis

putes.
The influence of the commercial minority was displayed this Fes- 

Lion, in obtaining the approval of the House of Assembly to an im
portant arrangement, made by Commissioners appointed the previous 
Session by the respective Legislatures, for partitioning the new Cus- 
Itom Duties levied at the port of Quebec, between the Provinces of 
Cower and Upper Canada. At that period of comparatively good 

jfeeling, it required no high handed interference on the part of the 
[British Parliament, to obtain for Upper Canada a just compensation 
for depriving itself of the natural right of imposing duties on goods le- 
ally imported into Lower Canada, and passing into Upper Canada. 

By this first agreement, the Upper Province was allowed one eighth 
art of the net produce of the Custom Duties already imposed, or to 

pc imposed, by the Legislature of Lower Canada, on imported goods.
The expectations entertained by the country at large, of deriving 

lilvanUge from the labours of the Legislature, were evinced this 
(Session, by the confidence with which all classes applied for the re
press of grievances, and for the enactment of laws for the benefit of 
trade. The purpose of combining revenue with the salutary regula

tion of certain occupations, was effected by an Act granting additional 
suties on Licenses, by which the conduct of the persons licensed was 
[objected to the controul of the proper authorities ; and many abuses 
fliich had become prevalent in houses of public entertainment, 
08t houses, and liquor shops, were thus checked for some years, till 
>rty spirit increased and interfered with the impartial execution of

I
e law.
The improvement of the manufacture of Pot and Pearl Ashes, was 
uch advanced by the Act of this Session, appointing Inspectors of

X
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llint important article of Canadian report, and making varions rnart 
monts lor the onlnmi omvnt of its < Imractcr in l lip British market. J|j 
anot Iter Act this same Session, Put and I’ear I Ashes were allowed to 
he imported, free of dut y, from the Veiled States ; and a Imfndiition 
was thus laid for the extonsivprtmd henelieial intereonrue, wliieli al'.
I or wards took place ii/uUr/Hie eonnneiC'ial treaty between tirent llri. 
tain and the Veiled Xtatrs of Aineriea, wliieli was ratified and In.1 
vainc a law to Uolli powers and to their dependencies, in the course |
of the year 1795. \

Dining this Session, the importai)! Act for the regulation of Regie, 
tors of baptisms. Marriages and Bimuls wipi passed ; and this law, to. 
gather with the establishment of a Quarantine, for the preservation uf 
the country tVoin the introduction of pestilential diseases,* evinced the 
solicitude of the Legislature lor the domestic peace, morale and health 

of the people.
It is worthy of remark,* ns fiintiing a complete contract with rrrmt 

com/arf, that, of the eleven Acts sanctioned at the end of this So 
•ion, all w ere permanent Acts except the one tor the regulation al 
Aliens. The behaviour of the Majority was. in genentli decorous, 
and particularly respectful to his Majesty's Representative, whoa 
messages were received with tnu>ks, and promptly taken into eomi. 
deration) No visible interference took place w ith the King's prrro. 
gative elf appointing his ollieers, and paying them according to hii 
judgment of their services; and if any one, pretending to the spirit r1 
prophecy, had said that the French Canadian Leaders of the rising gi 
neration would bring their constituents into direct collision with 
the Imperial Parliament, on pecuniary affairs, his prophecy wouli 
have been treated with scorn, and his person spurned from all dui'enl

society. F
This Session was closed on the 7th of May, afler a Speech frnJ 

Lord Dorchester, replete w ith approbation of the measures and cop 
duct of both Houses. It is, indeed, too probable that his Lordship 
prepossessed in favour of the French Canadians, participating all 
in the delusion common to F.nglislmicn, ns to the magical effects 
the British Constitution in surmounting nil dillicidties—entertain# 
tjhe fallacious hope, that the semblance of that Consrmition, underth 
uncontrolled and ainfster influence of French law s and insulating | 
judiees, might, nevertheless, secure the w elfare of his Majesty’s Sub 
jeets of English origin, and upjiold the ascendancy of British princi 
pies and power througlmut the extensive Province of Lower Canadi

Hie jH'riod of the third recess of this first Provincial Parliament! 
had been unusually eventful, rendering the measures of this last See 
sion extremely interesting to the student of the Constitutional Histoi 
ry of Lower Canada. New opportunities were afforded for developl 
ing the disposition of the Majority, and show ing the control which thr 
popular branch endeavoured to establish over every department oftl 

civil service.
The Majorityçontinued their ambitious career,but acted with;

lipness and dece 
ling adjournment 
laying measures 
||liy of the great 

This Session, 
her, 1795» is dis 
(’(institution, of i 
pxereise of powr 

fcml obtained, in 
pistry in similar i 

In consetpienc 
pi I Kingdom, in t 
Indu, in (lint of 
hmlmrgo 1 Mt li M 
nccpLto Great I 
If September, wl 
port of w heat and 
puerai embargo 

pis acknowledge» 
tosed with a pr 
louse of AssemL 
irfrial minority, 
itb the proviso, 

kila, the trading 
kons on the front 
ortntion of the fli 

the way of La 
ut it was not det 

1 monies to rt li 
Ity, which was le 
plencc, and by tl 
k subsistence of 
I The niensurd* li 
on, and which is 
[>ntunf, and the 
ans under some 
»» the Rond Act

El(l huliits of the j 
land communier 
P time or money 

trty> was, n evert 
as a pr^ccdcn 

tang, short of opi 
I connected in pr 
I defeat, or at lea 
duced to seven tc 

fssion of this Bill 
v*cc, had not de

!



9
| niAr.Bjii.] OF I.OWI.It CANADA. a i<-• >

/

l vnrious mn 
iwh market. |i( 
were allowed |0 
ml a loiftiilitlim 
mwe, which af. 
vccn (Iront Ilii. 
ratified mill lie. 
i, in the courue |

\
ilntion of Hcgik. 
mil this liiw, to.
> preservation uf 
svs," cvificcil die 
loruls and health

Iront with rrml 
ml of this So| 
he regulation 
month (lccorou«,| 
tentative, whin 
liken Into cnnii^ 
lie King’s prn„, 
according to hii 
ig to the spirit 
i of the rising 
t collision will 
propheev would 
.1 from all demi)

:r « Speech frm 
ensures and coi 
uit his Lordshi 
niticipnting all 
magical effect 
ties—entertain 
fut ion, under tl 
id insulating 
is Majesty’s Su! 
of British prim 

if Lower Canai 
facial Parliament 
s of this last Si 
stitutional Histi 
rded for devel 
control which tl 
department of

it acted withj

Ilptiess and decency, using the expedient before mentioned, of prolific- - 
jug adjournments lur w ant of n ipuirimi, imd thus succeeding in dr/ 
hiving measures of improvement, obnoxious to the prvjwtllccs and npa- 
\|iy of the great hotly of their constituents.

-H,is Session, which was opened by Lord Dorchester, 2<)tb Nnvcm- 
irr, 1795. is distinguished ns furnishing the first iiistance, under the 
’(institution, of an Art of Indemnity reijitired by iln* Executive for nit 
•xercisv of power during the recess ; mid this sanction wits sued for, 
mil obtained, in strict accordance with the practice ol tliu British Mi- 
liitry in similar cases.

In consequence of the failure of the crops of grain, first in the Unit* 
id Kingdom, in the mitumn of the year I79I, mid next in Lower (’«• 
jailu, in that of 1795, the (iovvrnor in Council, proclaimed an 
(mhargo 18th May, prohibiting the export of wheat, flour anil pease, 
ixccpLto Great Britain and her dependences ; and again, on the I Dili 
^f September, wholly prohibiting, till the 10th of December, the ex
port of w heat mid other grain, w beaten Hour and biscuit^ For this Inst 
enrrul embargo only, the necessity of obtaining an Awrof Indemnity 
unacknowledged ; mid the Bill for that purpose was introduced, and 
wed with ft promptitude mid unanimity which did honour to the 
louse of Assembly. This Art, modified at the instance of the cotn- 
ictcial minority, continued the embargo till 1st September, 1790,
(ith the proviso, that those articles might he exported to Upper Cu- 
Ws, the trailing posts in the Indian country, and his Majesty’s gar
ions on the frontiers. The third section of this Act allowed the im- 
irtntion of the flour of wheat and other grain from the United States, 
t the way of Lake Champlain, and the Hiver Richelieu, or Sorcl ; 
it it was not deemed expedient to appropriate any part of the pub- 
: monies to relieve the distresses occasioned by tfie existing scar

ify, which was left to he mitigated by the exertions of private benc- 
slenee, and by the adoption of potatoes, as an important auxiliary to 
ic subsistence of the peasantry.
The measure however, which excited the most discussion this Ses- 

on, and which is rendered memorable by the opclt^xpression of tlis> > 
intent, and the manifestation of a disposition, in the French Cnna- 
lans under some native Leaders, to resist the execution of the law s,
V the Rond Act, which, in n variety of ways, disturbed the routine 
bd habits of the peasantry. This law, so interesting to the trade and 
[land communication of the country, laying a moderate contribution 
f time or money upon the people, for the improvement of their pro- 
Tty, was, nevertheless, deprecated by some in the House of Asscm- 

as u precedent for direct taxes of dangerous tendency. Every 
cans, short of open violence, >vere used by the Members, most dose- 
connected in prejudice and interest with the ignorant Cultivators, 
defeat, or at least, delay the measure. The established quorum, 

duced to seventeen Members, could seldom he obtained for the dis
union of this Bill ; and, if the Executive, from view s of the public 
"’vice, had not decidedly patronised the measure, it must have fallen

;

!
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to the ground.* The principal opponents, apparently intimidated, 
were absent on the final decision : they were those who now, with 
their descendants, are the most distinguished in resisting every inno. 
vntion in the peculiarities of their countrymen, and to whom we owe 
all the incalculable inconveniences of bad winter roads, caused by the 
vicious construction of the common train or cariole. The opponents of 
the Road Act, in short, were the men whose spirit induces the pre
sent Majority to fortify their constituents in prejudices, which oh- 
struct the improvement of the country, consoling themselves appa. 
rently for their own share of privations, with the contemplation of the 
sufferings of intruders, as they now denominate the inhabitanti 
of British origin, who have chiefly drawn forth, under every di 
courngement, the resources of the country.

Leaving these peculiarities of the “ Nation Canadienne" to be col 
lected at a future day, to excite the scepticism of the Antiquarians 
the twentieth century, we proceed to notice the progress of other mei 
sures, preferring, however, such as display, in striking colours, tl 
disposition of the Majority of the first and least formidable House 
Assembly. The seul and influence of the British and commerce 
minority, were signalised in both Houses, but many of their project 
laws miscarried, through the jealousy of the Majority. An essay, fo 
instance, towards a Bankrupt Law, was made in the Legislative Couiv 
which body passed, and sent down for concurrence, 4th March, a Bill/ 
entitled, “ An Act for more effectually securing, and for equally du 
tributing among creditors, the estate and effects of persons Jailing 
trade."

This Bill, being much required by the state and trade of the coui 
try, was verj politely received by the Majority ; but, in the course 
the month, while going through the usual stages, some of the Mei 
hers, learned in the French law, represented that the law of the coui 
try formerly comprised certain parts of the Code Marchand of Loii 
XIV., which, if properly revived, would prevent the necessity of ir1 
troducing the technicalities of the Bankrupt Law of England ; that ti 
cessions de biens, eessio bonvrum, which compelled the debtor to gi' 
up all his effects fur the benefit of his creditors, stipulating for peri 
al freedom only without a discharge, would suit every purpose ofji 
tice or mercy, and that it was preposterous to throw behind th< 
backs the natural law of the country, as restored in the year 1771 
for the mere gratification of the partialities of a few individuals.

• As much party spirit was celled forth in the House end in the Country by I 
Bill, effecting, in no small degree, the election of Members for the next Assembly! 
—we shall subjoin the Yeas and Nays;—on the 31st of March, Mr. TascheW™ 
seconded by Mr. Frobisher, moved that the Bill do pass ; whereupon, the Housed 
sided upon the question, and the names were taken down as follows:—Yn 
Messrs. Marcoux, O’Hara, Todd, Frobisher, Lynd, Duchesnay, Taschereau, Gn 
Young, Barnes, Lester, Lees and Richardson.

Nays, Messrs. J. A. Panel, (formerly Speaker,) De Rocheblave, Boudreau,» 
Bertbelot.
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lill struggled tlirough this opposition till it was actually committed on 
ie 7th April; but no progress wuh made, and Mr. Young, seconded by 
>. Richardson, having moved a recommitment for the 11th April, Mr.
A. Paiiet, seconded by Mr. Grant, moved in amendment, that the 

commitment should be postponed to 5th September next; this 
«miment was carried, and the Bill consequently lost, by the cast- 

ig vote of the Speaker.* This rRmlt created great disappointment 
the part of the framers of the Bill, who had formed the most san- 

ine expectations of its success.
Among the measures, supported by both sides of the House, was 
Bill (introduced in the spirit of the Governor's recommendation to 
mplify the Finances of the Province) for the purpose of consolidating 
to one Act, and appropriating to the support of the Administration 
' Justice and of Ins Majesty’s Civil Government, the Duties levied 
ider the British Act of Parliament, 14 Geo. III. cap. 88, and the 
vincial Acts, 33 Geo. III. cap. 8, and the 35th Geo. III. cap. 9. 

ie course of events, and the rising ambition of the House of Assem- 
have proved that this arrangement, obliterating every trace of 

power of taxation on the part of the British Parliament, for the 
■poses of internal revenue, would have been more convenient than 
litic ; and we hove, therefore, reason to congratulate the friends of 

British connection, that this measure, repeatedly carried to the 
of the throne, has not yet become a law ; and that his Majesty's 
liters have been too well advised of the tendencies of provincial 

igue and ambition, to suffer the support of his Majesty's civil cs- 
liihment in Lower Canada, to depend entirely upon the will of the 

" Legislature. The British Act, 18 Geo. III. cap. 12, is merely 
spective, restricting the Imperial Parliament from imposing new 
;es on the Colonies^for the purpose of revenue ; and by no subtle- 
f construction can if be made to interfere with the product and 
ropriation of the lofig previous Act, 14 Geo. III. cap. 88. The 

Ith is, that the essence of every Colonial Government and connect 
is subordination to the Government of the Empire ; and that 

y cavil against this impost and its accustomed application, is 
ely symptomatic of the natural desire of all Colonies and Conquests 
pproximate to independence, and which in North America has, in 
ery important instance, been prematurely obtained. It is, how- 
i just to remark, that the substitute offered to his Majesty's Gov- 
icnt, by this first House of Assembly, for the Act before mention- 

was a permanent law, and that the French Canadian Majority had 
yet dared to propose that the support of the Provincial Government 
Id depend, like the Mutiny Bill of England, upon an annual vote 
appropriation.

I This contest on the subject of English and French Commercial Law, is so in- 
ting, that we shall give the names of the voters on the question. For the amend- 
t. and consequently against the Bill : the Speaker, (Lanaudière,) J. A. Pa- 
Grant, De Rocheblave, Boudreau, Bedard, Berthelot, Dunière and De Sala- 

A gainst the imendment, and for the Bill ; Meesrs. Lynd, Lees, Lester, 
”6' Richardson, O’Hara, Todd and Macnider.

E
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The present was such n busy Session, for those Members who had 
not absented themselves for electioneering and other purposes, that we 
mus^ pass lightly over the great variety of projects and proceeding!, 
which was brought forward by their zeal for the public service. 
Among the Bills which became laws, and of great benefit to the coun. 
try, beside those already mentioned, were—

1. An Act for the greater security of this Province, by the betterl 
regulation of the Militia thereof, passed in consequence ot the spec«l| 
recommendation of the Governor in Chief.

2. An Act for the safe Custody and Registration of all Letters P|.| 
tent, whereby any grant of the waste or other Lands of the CrownJ 
lying within this Province, shall hereafter be made.

S. An Act for better regulating the weights and rates at whicèl 
certain Coins shall pass current in this Province, and for preventing! 
the falsifying, impairing, or counterfeiting the some.

Among the projects, showing a laudable desire to promote in 
provement, and which, though at the time pronounced pre 
ture, were eventually admitted, with suitable modifications, mte 
the Statutes of the Province, we ought to mention a Bill for en
couraging the cutting of a Canal from Montreal/ to Lachine, an 
a Bill for making a Turnpike Road on a different route from Mo 
treal to Lachine ; both which were introduced l?y the same patrij 
otic and indefatigable individual, who, in the administration of Loi 
Dalhousie, has had the satisfaction of seeing the Canal completei 
and becoming annually more useful to the trade of both Provino 
under his superintendance as first commissioner.

This eventful Session, being the fourth and last of the fin 
Provincial Parliament, was closed on the 4th May, 1796, withj 
Speech from Lord Dorchester, in which his Lordship held forth 
example of the present Parliament as worthy of the imitation ofi 
future Legislatures of Lower Canada. An extraordinary extent i 
unfinished business, chiefly connected with the police of the county 
was left; for the next Parliament ; the formation of which, appears l 
an early part of the Session to have occupied the thoughts of t 
French Canadian Majority, to the exclusion of the regular perfon 
ance of their legislative duties.
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CHAP. IV.

A. D. 1797-1798.

\Stand Provincial Parliament.—The second House of Assembly more démocratie 
and hostile to improvement than the first.—Mr. Panel re-elected Speaker.— 
General Prescott's Administration energetic and favorable to British Cblo“ 
nisalion.—New arrangement for the division of Revenue with Upper Cana
da. Defects of this arrangement.—Attempt of the Majority to alter the 
Road Act.—This attempt defeated by the energy of the Government, and by 
the support of men of property, alarmed at the riotous proceedings of the 
Peasantry.—French Emissaries fomenting discontent in the Province.— 
The Governor's Proclamation denouncing them—Temporary Act for the 
better preservation of his Majesty's Government. —End of the first Session.— 
Sate on the Commercial Treaty betueen Great Britain and the United States, 
as <\ffeeting the Trade of Loiper Canada.- Second Session.—Preliminary
User vat ions on the bad conduct of the Land Granting Department__Mea-
isres of the Governor to obtain redress for th ^injured Settlers.—Royal In
structions for the equitable arrangement of their claims and pretensions.— 
Intrigues of the Members of the Ixsnd Board, who obtain the support of 
Chief Justice Osgoode.—Consequent resistance of the Executive Council to the 
publication of the Royal Instructions,—These disputes weaken the Government 
and encourage the ambition of the French Canadian Majority in the House 
cf Assembly, — Digression on the pernicious effects of lavish grants of Lands 
in Free and Common Saccage, causing a reaction in favor of the Feudal Te
nure. —Governor’s Speech at theopening of the second Session, and his warm 
recommendation of the interests of Upper Canada.—Improving conduct of 
the Minority—Rising jealousy between the House of Assembly and the Le
gislative Council.—The Majority of the House of Assembly begins to show the 
characteristic hostility of its successors to permanent Acts.—Much debating 
and to<s of time in the House of Assembly.—Reciprocal communication of 
statutes between the popular branches of the Legislatures of Lowr and Up
per Canada.—End of the second Session.

The election of Members for the second House of Assembly was 
fluenced by the discontents of the Peasantry on account of the Road 

let, by the alarms of the Notaries and Lawyers, arising from the at- 
Impt to introduce the English Commercial Law, in the Bankrupt Bill, 
pd the vaulting ambition of several young men, who, in studying 
[>e Constitution, had perceived the extent of power conferred on the 
eat mass of the population, and expected to profit by flattering their 
ijudices. Some of the successful Candidates indeed were political 
natics, fired by the perusal of the doctrines of the French Repub* 
ans, and of their supporters in the United States, being affected by

\
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such muling In (lit Mint tnnnnpr as the famoui Dun Quixote, wlm, 
by muling romançai of chivalry, wai led to devote hi* lift» hi the ri>. I 
dree* of all Imaginable grievance*. The Majority of tliii House nf| 
Assembly, though it contained only right Mendier* of the llrit I loim, 
preserved and extended in it* practice the principle of guarding, wiih 
lenlmtsy, that monopoly of power conferred by the Ar t», li (iPOi| 
111. cap. 8H, and Ml Urn. III. cap. Ml, on French Canadian* of ih, 
ltomi*h it" , who alone might hr *ai«l to he represented in the |HI.I 
polar branch of the Legislature of Lower Canada. It i* true that lour. I 
teen Member* of British origin were returned, and that the Kxmiiivil 
had the Crown Lawyers and a few other ollleer* he" jig to the civil I 
department in this House $ hut it wo* soon evident that the Influence of I 
this Minority was much inferior to that of the first I louse of Assembly, [ 
and that the commercial interest hat1 been materially weakened by tin 
retirement of some «onions and imlrlUtignhlc Members. Meantime,
1 ord Dorchester, the Governor in Chief, had left the Province i and hit 
absence was soon particularly felt, in the want of that deference, to the I 
views of the Executive, which a long and succes*l\d military and chill 
career had inspired in the minds of the elders of the community.

The second House of Assembly having been organised by there, 
election of Mr. J. A. Panel as Speaker, the first Session of this ‘ ri).|
vincial Parliament was opened by the Lieutenant Governor, Gearroll 
Hubert Presentt, ttfith January, I7l>7, in a speech addressed ns inuill 
to both Houses, replete with business, but devoid of complimentary! 
matter, conformably to the flank and military ohnitictcr of his Excel.I 
lency. The Addresses of both Houses on this occasion wefo nearly I 
echoes to tho Speech; and the House of Assembly having expressed! 
gratitude to his Majesty for the appointment of such a distinguished I 
officer to the government of the Province in tho nhscnco of Lord I 
Dorchester, the compliment was acknowledged in the a hewer of liitl 
Excellency.

Hie topics of the Lieutenant Governor’s Speech were deliberated! 
upon, and committees appointed for their examination, and the fiotl 
being the Order of the Governor in Council, for the regulation of Trade! 
between Lower Canada and the United States, under the late Coin.I 
nicrvi.il Treaty,* a Bill was speedily passed, continuing the Act wliidtl

• The third srticlt of this Treaty stipulated In one pert to the following elftct i-l 
That sll merchundisc that could be lawfully Imported into Ids Majesty’» territorial 
in North America, might, for the purposes of commerce, be carried into the same by I 
land end inland navigation, by the ciliienaofthe United States, slid that such merrhssJ 
dise should he subject to no higher or other duties than would be psyshle by Ids My*I 
ty’s subject* on the importation of the asms from Europe into the said territories ; and! 
that, in like manner, all merchandiae that could be lawfully imported into the United! 
States, might freely lie carried into the same as aforesaid, by hie Majesty’s suhjrcfil 
and such merchandise should be subject to no higher duties than would be psysbkl 
by the citiseni of the United State» on the importation of the same in Amrrinil 
vessels into the Atlantic ports of the United States, and the same principle wairal 
ciprocally applied to exports on either side. When this principle of apparent red.I 
procity came into practice, it was found to operate almost exclusively in favor of ih* |
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I hail authorised the framing anil promulgation of that Order n* the law 
of the land, till the let January, 171»H. and from theme to the end of 
the then next Mcminn of the Provincial Parliament. Tide Hill which 
displayed much confidence In the administration of Lord Dorchester, 
wns In some measure connected with a Hill for ratifying a oroviehmnl 
egrrrmriit for ascertaining the nllottnnee of drawbacks IcLtlie govern
ment nf Upper Canada, for the amount of all dut ies levlcil on Import
ed »<mtl* at the port of Quebec, which should afrerwards he exported 
go that Province by the route of Coteau-du-Lac, from which draw- 
bucks were to hr deducted, the duties payable in Lower Canada, on 
kll siirh goods from the United Ntatrs as might be Imported !» the 
Rrst Instance Into Upper Canada, and t hr nee re-exported to Lower 
f’snsihi by the route before mentioned. For this purpose, an Inspec
tor was appointed by the concurrence of both (lovernmenta, and res
ponsible to each, with extensive powers for the execution of Ids office, 

its arrangement substituted for the previous agreement of allowing 
Upper C inada one eighth of the net produce of all duties of Cus

tom», levied under Acts of thp Provincial Parliament of Lower Cana- 
ili('t t|ic port of Quebec, did not afford correct Information, nor oh- 
,in h Just division for either party. It originated in Jealousy, and the 
lirtgrcemcnta to which It led, were so much aggravant! by the perti- 
Mcion» conduct and insulating prejudices of the Majority of the 
•ouse of Assembly of this Province, that during the administration 
Lord Dalhouslv, the Imperial Parliament Interfered, as will in due 
sion ho described, re-establishing the principle of awarding u mioin 
Upper Canada by a mode of examination and arbitration* which, 

nder many disadvantages to Lower-Canada, will probably continue 
i long as party prejudice and ambition shall he permitted to prevent 
ie Just and necessary measure of re-uniting those Provinces under 
e Legislature.
Returning to tlib proceeding* of the first Session of the second 
ouie of Assembly, wo find a part of the Majority elaanorpus for al
lons in the Ilond Act, having pledged themselves to their consti- 
enti, to use every effort for its modification, to suit the stagnant 
ibits of the peasantry, whoso ideas on such subjects, had been long 
hsolctc in all commercial and civilised countries, and were more par- 
ularly contrary to those of the Settlers in Upper Canada, and in the

I
eighbouring States of America. The Executive and Commercial 
linority, however, had sufficient influence to delay this retrograde 
lovement, having derived much strength for this purpose, from the 
iolent and seditious resistance to the law exhibited by some ignorant 
ultivators, who were so far misled by demagogues, as to endeavour 
i prevent the supply of the public markets with the necessaries of

nmirc# of the United Steles, whose enterprising inland traders brought into com. 
Hi lion with the goods Imported into Quebec by the British merchants, east 
^tntitles of East India cottons, teas, silks, and in abort the merchandise of the whole 

Wide
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lifv thna more particularly alarming the cltlaena of Montreal mid 
Quebec,and strengthening the hands of an intelligent nml MtterpHe 
Ing Governor.*

The conn* of previous events hml also so murh nhmnetl nil men of 
capital and tarte landholdera within the Province, tlmt additional pr*. 
era were aceottlpd to the Executive thr the support of III* Mninetyt 
Wovcroment nml the preservation of mielnl order. The extension nf 
the revolutionary prtnelples of Krone», by menu* of the me»*, bring 
found tilth volt mo,mg the unletteml peasantry of (.'annua, Kmim*. 
He* wore employed to *|tn’ml the contagion by ornl communication! 
fenctade adventurers In the pay of the Kronen Mlnleter Atlet, m-y 
the liovernment nt^the Vnltetl States, were ninth* known to the I'm. 
vlneinl Executive t nml n Proclamation, tinted the 30th October, hml 
been published hv order of l.fentennnt Governor Prescott, <lt*nt»timing 
the practice* of tlmse KmissaHesi nntl in the tnoel energetic inmmer, 
vnlliog 0|mn nil Magistrates, Vn|ttnio* of Milltln, nntl other*. Ill* Ms- 
Jesty * good ewhlecr*, to apprehend nil mtch disturber* of tho peace 
•ml tranquility of the country, Title subject hml been nl*o pre*eiit«| 
to the deliberation of the Legislature at the commencement of the! 
Session { nod envh nlnrming informnlion wo* afterwards vommunlcnteJ 
to the litm*e of Assembly, by the Crown Lawyers, that the attention 
of the new Majmity on* tnrnetl, In n great degree, from petty nml 
Imaginary grievances, to the mi no* of displaying tlmt loyalty to tin 
King, which was *n oeeesenrv to promote their ulterior views nlnni- 
hit ion. This Newton, theivloie, i* distinguished by the extension of| 
the Alien Act, to the end of the war, men exiting between (Iml 
Ihitnio and VVonec, ami hy a *till more fttrmidable law, extending to 
the 1st May, ITtW, and entitled, “An Act for the better preaorvatioi 
"of hi* MajeatyV Government, n* hy law happily e*lnhli»hetl In tlis| 
" lYovtoeo," lly thi* Act, which wn* renewed Ihim year to yrw, 
till the war I8IÏ, the IVovinrinl law of llnlieas Corpu* couWl 
tv- suspended at the diavretion of the Executive i nml waving ihs 
privilege* of tin* Provincial Parliament, all |K*r*ons imprietmvtl bj 
warrant. xigned hy three Executive Councillors, for treason, tmuon-1 
aide practices, or suspicion of the same, might lie detained during tht 
mxxI Iw'hmMoeotionetl, without Anil or aomipme.

Having thus provided, effectually, tor the public pence, the remain- 
dec of the Session was occupied with the discussion of various plant 
connected with the local establishment* for the administration ni Jus* 
«jets tin* amelioration of' the INilice, and the introduction of Education

• TV* pt*a of xornnt th* cities hul kew s,lopt«t with more lucre** «orne y ml 
Mwi, «h» the (wwTO» ,m<t ilie Legiilstive Council hiring mute in orHiniMtl 
pWSSrtVsg wwàee a Night pews tty, a *m*ll alteration In the Ana of the CimKiisI 
Dm, m ewiote, the Mipply of prvtiiion* we* elivmptett to tie rut cIT. Till* riotcmil 
w*g etmre* StSWlhh procentiag, hwWKt ef wetting the energy required to «fl 
|wWt the digwity nT the Owrnwwrei, hed the humilieting ettèet of intimidating it tel 
e U»e>*ty eeyeel <*f e newt eetuehie weeeure ; end thii imWwue of eubwikiion h*J,l 
wo doubt, ten sucomtutty quoted l>y the egiutonof the Hebitens in the yeer 17911
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Ithroughout the Province t but nothing beyond resolve* and addressee 
tank place on those subjects till tbo following Session. The dos
ing speech of (feneral Prescott, who had recently been appointed Go- 

Junior General, was prononneed, on th« till of May, conveying hi* f«- 
grntirahle opinion nf the measures and disposition of both Houses, 
[sail stating such Infhrnmtlon of the late naval successes of Great Hri- 
: min, a* showed that lie, for the moment, supposed that the Members 
jltlvalWrtl their Interests with those of the United Kingdom, and would 
[readily participate In the good or had fortune Which might attend her 
|enterprise* against her formidable foes.

In tracing the progress of the ambition of the French (Canadian 
iLeader* nf tlie late Houses of Assembly, we now approach a period 
[when their views were In no small degree promoted by the had con- 
lihirt of a part of his Majesty’s Council, called the Land Hoard. Tide 
|wss a Committee of that body, specially charged with the manage
ment of those portions of the Waste Lands of the Crown, which, ny 
instructions fVom his M ajesty’sl lovrrnment, dated the Iflfh Kept ember, 

l)79l, were to he granted with the combined views of more speedily 
settling the country, providing for the maintenance of a Protestent 
[Clergy, and restoring to his Majesty's allegiance, many individuals, 
whose Intentions of quitting the old Colonies after the Revolution, had 

tit hitherto prevented, by a variety of discouragements, from tak- 
litf effect. To promote these combined views of the Government, it 
wild, to a disinterested person, have seemed expedient and neces* 
y— 1st, to choose a tenure of lands suited to the character and ha

bits of the expected Nettlers. 2d. If, as forcibly suggested by such 
rhirseter and habits, the tenure chosen should he the English tenure 
(Free and Common Noccage, then the emancipation of those Settlers, 

i st the least, their lands, from the rules of the French law, and 
blueing them under Fmglish law, would alone be consistent and bene- 

iial. fid. F.very means should have been devised, Including publici- 
nrocccdlngs, to prevent large ipiantitlr* of lands from being mo- 

fiopolised by a few individuals ) and, for this purpose, the exaction, 
nth vigilance, If not with rigour, of the performance of settlement 

Millies was essentially necessary. 4th. To have appointed, as Mem
bers of this Hoard, persons adequately compensated by salaries, and 

Free from suspicion of land-jobbing propensities, and to nave subjected 
jlbeir conduct to frcuuent examination, fith. To have placed at the 
disposal of this Land Hoard, under proper regulation, the pecuniary 
‘■""ins of opening roads of communication from the proposed settle- 

to the great river St. Lawrence, in the direction of Montreal, 
•Rivers, ami Quebec, fith. To have made an experiment on a 

derate scale, and on a spot advantageously situated, whence, as 
a centre, new lines of settlement might have been extended. 

7tb. To have scrupulously avoided any such mode of locating reserves 
jju behalf of the Clergy or of the Crown, as could interfere with the ef
forts of the Settlers to improve their properties and keep up an easy 

imunics^ion. 8th. Above all, to have supported the reputation of
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the British Government for good faith and wisdom, by the strictest 
performance of all promises of encouragement and protection to Set- 
tiers leaving their native country, and resorting with their families to 
his Majesty's allegiance.

Suffice it at present to say, that the Land Board utterly failed in 
most of those particulars, disgracing the local administration, and pre
venting, for interested purposes, the fulfilment of the gracious inten
tions of his Majesty to encourage the settlement of the Waste Lends 
of the Crown, with a well selected and educated population of British 
origin. It \is not too much to say that the Eastern Township^/" 
Lower Canady, so early as the year 1798, by this nefarious cpnotnfy 
were deprived of the accession of thousands of Emigrants from the * 
United States, skilled in Agriculture, and in all the arts connected 
with clearing and improving a new country. Those of thé Emigrants 
who, relying on the terms of the invitation, had laid out all that they . 
possessed or could borrow in making clearances and settlements, re-, I 
mained in penury ; and about this period, had succeeded fn exciting 
the benevolence of Governor Prescott, who was seconded in his inves- 
tigation of the conduct of the Land Board, by a patriotic and faithful 
Secretary ; and in the first year of his administration, he convinced hie 
Majesty’s Government that the system hitherto pursued in the Land 

C Granting Department, was equally derogatory to the honour and to 
the interest of the Empire, and producing neither respectability, 
strength, nor revenue to the Province. But it is in the nature of 

\f every system, good or bad, of some standing, to accumulate the 
means of at least temporary support ; and it cannot be speedily and 
effectually overthrown, without powerful and judicious efforts. In 
the present instance, it fatally occurred that the remedy could, in the 
first instance, only be applied by a compromising choice of the evils , 
introduced into the settlements, by the vicious system and conduct of | 
the Land Board. Their bad faith had driven away most of the res
pectable Settlers ; and their culpable neglect had admitted many in
truders, whose only right was possession, and a kind of equitable claim , 
of compensation for their labour and cultivation. The difficulty of 
devising an alleviation of these evils, was fully appreciated by his Ex
cellency, who, actuated by the most benevolent and extensive views, 
transmitted a full and fair representation of the cases of all the class
es of claimants to his Majesty’s Government ; and in the year 1798, 
ample and liberal instructions to meet the emergency arrived. These 
instructions partly untied, and partly cut the gordian knot of difficul
ties; and were most remarkable in evincing the greatest anxiety, not 
only to redeem the pledged faith of Government, but even to enter into 
amicable arrangements for those pretensions of rights, which the culpa
ble neglect or connivance of the Land Board had given rise to. The re
presentations of the conduct of the Land Board producing those instruc
tions, do not appear to have been known, and the persons implicated, 
were almost taken by surprise; but they had time to make some prepar
ations for defence, which accidental circumstances rendered more effec-
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itual than could have been expected. The matter of the Instructions 
forded less hope of resistance, than the manner in which they had 
en obtained. The whole Executive Council had not been apprised 

of the nature of his Excellency’s communications with his Majes
ty's Government on the Land Granting System ; and so late as the 
)7th of April, 1797, nothing further had been intimated, than that 
jovernment contemplated to raise, by the disposal of the Waste Lands 

nn future, a fund, to be applied towards defraying the expenses of 
Ihe Provincial Government. The judicious silence of the Governor, 

i necessary at that peculiar crisis to prevent the influence of Provin
cial intrigue upon the Colonial Department, was industriously repre- 
ented by those Members who were implicated in the malversations 

i question, as evincing a want of respect towards the Executive 
Council ; and the pride of Chief Justice Osgoode, the Chairman, at 
Cnee, and his prejudices aftewards, were enlisted against his Excel- 
ency. Under such pernicious influence, the Council declared against 
lie publication of the Instructions $ and on this point, to the great in
ky of British interests and principles in Lower Canada, an open 
preach took place between Governor Prescott and the Chief Justice, 
fusing the return of both to England, leaving the claims of the most 

ving Settlers at the mercy of a Junta, who had conspired their

I It is not well ascertained whether the Majority of the House of As- 
lembly took an active part in these secret intrigues ; but it is certain 
hat some years afterwards when thè monopolising land jobbers had 
en countenanced by the Provincial Government, in driving out great 

umbers of Settlers whose pretensions of right were equitably consider- 
lin the Instructions referred to, the House of Assembly gave way to 

(ieir rooted hostility and prejudice against those unfortunate intrud- 
and congratulated the Executive and the Country on the exter

mination of men who had been goaded into resistance by the most un
cling conduct of those, who, without the intention or even the means 
f performing the settlement duties, had prevailed on successive Ad- 
histrations to give them grants exceeding a million of acres.* That

• The settlement duties now very generally enforced by the Government of 
ppper Canada, and a failure in the execution of which leada to forfeiture are, to clear 
nd fence five acres on every hundred ncrea granted, to build a house not less than 
i feet by 20 ; and to clear one half of the road in front of each lot ; an allowance 

pr road, independent of the full quota granted, being left by the Surveyor, in every 
Mance, so that no lot is without a public highway. These settlement duties may 
e valued at six pounds per bundled acres ; and if they had been rigidly enforced in 
ower Canada, we should never have heard of the crying abuses above mentioned ; 

lor would the majority of the. Executive Council of that time, who approved of the 
Induct of their colleagues of-the Land Board, have received six Townships. On 
lis important subject, it may he permitted to anticipate a little, and here give our 

iders the information presented .to the House of Assembly in the year 1824, by 
! Surveyor General, who thus stated the division of the spoil.
>6 Executive Councillors, 5 Legislative Councillors, 1 Law Office for 

| the Crown, and 7 Civil Officers of the Crown, one hundred and niqety-five 
4 Aj}
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the Majority of the House of Assembly, representing in fact the oceu. 
piers ot land under the feudal tenure, should look on with complacen.1 
ey while the ruin of the Settlements under the English tenure wy I 
perpetrating, was natural ; and we have presumptive proof of this diU 
position in the recent attempts during the Administration of Lord Dal.I 
housie to extend the feudal tenure, and consequently the French lus,I 
in every direction, by recommending to an English Monarch to abuse I 
his prerogative, by erecting Seigniories, and thus prostrating everjl 
hope of the Anglification of this Province.

The fatal events connected with the Land Granting abuses, have I 
been dwelt upon, because they have a hearing on the ambitiotts caretrl 
of the Majority of the late Houses of Assembly. The unfortunate! 
men, injured by the monopolising Junta before mentioned, unaware! 
of the inveterate prejudices and anti-British feelings of the Leaden ofl 
the French Canadians, attempted to obtain their interference, andf 
though this was withheld under plausible pretences, the discontent, 
against the Executive were secretly fostered, and the Governmtni

iv.]

malous alliance, the Majority of the House of Assembly will assura 
a higher tone, appointing their grand committees of grievances, assurai 
ing the language of protectors, and uniformly exerting their infiu. 
ence and their hired presses in excusing insubordinate conduct, exce] 
in such cases as interfere with that peculiar ambition which weJ 
ascribed to them, of keeping their countrymen a separate people, diij 
tinguished by French laws, a feudal tenure of lands, and a religioi 
and language different from that of the Sovereign and of three fourtl 
of the British nation.

But from th«f anticipation of our history, we return to review 
events of the Second Session of the second Provincial Parliament i 
Low er Canacui, which was opened by‘Governor General Prescott! 
Speech to botn Houses, 20th February, 1798; in which we find I,is 
addressing the local Legislature, as if that body took a sincere intern 
in the fortunes of the British nation, and in the general measures of ill 
Government; a mode of address, be it observed here, which was event! 
ually abandoned when the real disposition of the popular brand 
could no longer be disguised. The remainder of the Speech regarded 

. the quota cf the produce of Custom Duties to be allowed to Upptj 
Canada, with a recommendation of the interest of that Province,! 
being intimately blended with that of Lower Canada, and stating 1 
Excellency’s opinion that the most liberal intercourse would be mol

thousand acres, as Leaders of Townships, exclusive of their associates, 190,# 
To 6 Merchants, as leaders of Townships, exclusive of their associates,— 112,# 
To a variety of persons from the United Sûtes, being almost the only Leaders 

possessing the will and the means of settling,----- ------- ...------- -------376,3
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j conducive to their mutual advantage ; a renewal likewise of the Act 
i for the preservation of his Majesty’s Government was recommended, 
together with a perseverance in the harmony which his Excellency 
was pleased to say had hitherto influenced their deliberations.

| The English Minority in this Purliuhicnt abandoned almost every 
pretension to introduce innovations on French laws, coalescing with 
the French Canadian placemen, who happened to be Members of the 
Assembly ; and tins Session is more distinguished by differences of 
opinion evinced in the details of measures than by any collision of 

[principles in the popular branch of the Legislature. On the other 
[hand, several Bills, including that for amending the Road Bill, were 
llost by the tenacity evinced by the House of Assembly and the Le- 
fcislative Council, respectively, on some points ; and the influence of 
|tlie Executive appeared to be exerted against that encrease of the 

number of parishes, and alteration of their boundaries, which were so
licited by a part of the Roman Catholic Clergy and Laity. Some un

quiet spirits having obtained scats in the Assembly, both sides of 
Whe House occasionally agreed in repressing their attempts at Legis
lation ; of these, Messrs. Black and Bouc were particularly viewed 
Uith jealousy ; and a proposal by the former, for the regulation of 

Notaries was chiefly neglected from want of respect for his personal 
jmduct and private character.

The Majority of the Assembly now l>egan to shew their jealousy of 
ermanent Acts, or of those of indefinite duration ; and in this res- 

J»cct their jealousy of the Executive was evinced by rejecting a clause 
Introduced into the Bill for the better preservation of his Majesty’s 
jovernment, which extended its duration till the end of the war, by 
i majority of 17 to 5. But great decorum continued to prevail ; and 

In address of thanks was voted to his Excellency for his Message, 
ti lled 16th March, accompanying various Documents on the Finan- 
lial relations of this Province with Upper Canada. Those Documents, 
hewing that the provisions of an Act of the last Session had not been 
atisfactory to the Legislature of Upper Canady, two Bills which af- 

jerwards became kws, were introduced, allowing, for the previous 
sear, a just proportion of the produce of Custom Duties to Upper Ca
nada, to be calculated agreeably to the certified Report of the Col
ector established at Coteau-dp-Lac ; and appointing Commissioners 
p meet those of Upper Canada, for the ptrfjiose of coming to a bet- 
er understanding with that Province on the subject of Custom Da
les, and *• on the proportion to be received or to be paid of any Duties 
1 already imposed or herca/ler to be imposed.’’

Much time appears to have been lost this Session ; for though the 
load Act Amendment Bill and the Judicature Act Amendment Bill 

been long deliberated upon, they were finally postponed.
Towards the close of the Session, the Speaker communicated to the 

louse a letter from the Speaker of the House of Assembly of Upper 
janada, dated September, 1797, which accompanied three setts of the 
lets of the Legislature of that Province, and suggested the propriety of
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o reciprocal communication of laws pruned in each of the two IVovincn, 
eo intimately connected in political and commercial relation». Thi,'lliii Ip
suggestion had been promptly acted upon, the Speaker having inmiedi. 
ately sent in return three setts of the Ordinances of the Council and tin 
Parliamentary Statutes passed in Quebec from the year 1771.

This Session, leaving much unfinished business, was closed 17th 
May, 1798, by a Speech from the Governed General to both Houm-i, 
in which his Excellency congratulated them upon the internal peace 
and tranquility of the Country, which he ascribed to the well-founded 
conviction in the minds of the great majority of his Majesty’s Subject!

id propthat they enjoyed the fullest protection of person and property, with! 
that security against foreign aggression, which the powerful arm ofl 
Great Britain alone could have afforded, amidst the collisions of the F 
most warlike nations of the world. His Excellency further rcconv.| 
mended to the Members the expediency of cherishing, among their I 
constituents, those sentiments of loyal satisfaction which would render! 
them worthy of the continued regard of the Sovereign, and of a par.I 
tieipation in all the benefits which their connection with the British! 
Empire was calculated to obtain.
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CHAP. V.

A. 1). 1799 & 1800.
*

f Third Senior» of the fecund Provincial Parliament.—A buoy Session, prolific in 
new I .a ici. — Governor't Speech.— Flattering Address of the House of Assembly, 
intended to mortify the lejis/alive Council. —Reading of a Pill before reading 
hit Excellency’s Speech. -Symptoms of Improvement in conducting the bu
siness of the House. -Modifications of the Hoad Act, as far as regarded the 
Cities of Quebec and Montreal.—These Modifications described, and recom
mended as analogous to Hritish and Colonial practice. —Permanent hostility 
to the principles of those modifications in the Majority of the Assembly and of 
the electi vebidy. —Hilt for the establishment of Houses of Correction.—Defects 
of such establishments un the present systein.frBill for the better régulât isn of 
Weights and Measures. —Hitt to pro vide a Fund to defray the expense of bu tid
ing Court-Houses.—Us principles deviated froth afterward*.—Bi/l for re
enacting the Consolidation Act. Ht ficelions on thihfict.—Modification of the 
agreement with Upper Canada on the division of Hevenue.—Uill for the re- 
gn!at ion of Mailres de Poste.—Attempt to encourage the Cultivation of the 
Sugar Maple Tree. -Petitions for the establishment of new Parishes. -Gov
ernor's Speech at the end of the Session, mentioned in connection with his 
intended departure to 1/omlon.— Fourth Session.—Preliminary remarks on 
the feelings of the French Canadians, as evinced by the failure in obtaining 
voluntary contributions.—Addresses to Governor Prescott on his departure 
from the Province. —Accession of Sir Robert Shore Milites as Lieutenant 
Governor.—His long Administration, and its peniicious effects on Hritish 
Colonisation.—His first Speech described, with a remark upon the Address of 
the House of Assembly.—Attempt to obtain encouragement for the Cultiva
tion of Hemp.—Henewal of the Claim on the part of the Province to the Je
suits' Estates.—Address to the Lieutenant Governor on this subject.—His 
Excellency's Reply.—Bridge over the Hiver Jacques Cartier.—Unsuccessful 
attempt on the part of the Minority to establish a qualification of Property 
for a seat in the House of Assembly.—Expulsion of a Member without a call 
of the House.—Encreased jealousy between the House of Assembly and thç 
legislative Council.—End of the second House of Assembly, and its charac
ter. -Enumeration of new Acts. - ,

The third Session of the second Provincial ‘Parliament of Lower 
Canada, pregnant with the deliberations of previous Sessions, was un
usually prolific in laws, principally, however, of a local description. 
Jt was opened on the 28th of March, 1799, with a Speech from the 
governor General, which alluded to the late important exploits of his 
Majesty’s Navy, under the command of the heroic Nelson ; recommend
ed the re-enactment of the Consolidation Act, and the continuation



\
38 POLITICAL ANNALS [ciiap.Bv.]

of the Act for the better preservation of his Majesty’s Government, tt I 
the support of which in clue vigour, was justly ascribed the peace,I 
prosperity, and extending commerce of the Country. <

The Addresses of both Houses in reply, were nearly echoes of the I 
Speech ; and, owing probably to the knowledge possessed by the Mi." 
jority of the House of Assembly of the differences between the Gov. I 

and several Members of the Executive and the Legislative Iernor
Councils on the Land-business, the language of the Commons was flat
tering to his Excellency, whose Administration was characterised ai I 
benevolent.

The vigilant ambition of the Majority appeared, in adopting u i 
analogous practice of the House of Commons of Great Britain, bj 
postponing the reading of his Excellency's Speech till after their privi. 
lege of originating laws should, as matter of form, be exercised. Ac
cordingly, when the House had returned from the Legislative Coun
cil Chamber, where the Provincial Parliament had been opened, » 
Bill continuing a previous Act for the appointment of Returning Offi- 
ccrs was read for the first time ; after which the Spëaker reported the 
Speech of the Governor ; and a Committee of five Members was ap
pointed to frame an Address.

Some improvement in conducting the routine of public business I 
was evident this Session ; for we find that the renewal of Expiring I 
laws occupied the first attention of the Legislators ; and the Bilk I 
were promptly brought in and considered.

The violent aggressions on the public authorities by the opponents 
of the Road Act, having been properly resisted by the Governor, I 
those who had any just grievances resorted to Constitutional mea-1 
sures, praying for a modification of some of the enactments ; and a I 
Bill was introduced which became a law this Session, modifying and 
improving the previous Act, with reference chiefly to the cities and 
vicinities of Quebec and 'Montreal. This Act, imposing an Assess
ment on Ren^, and enacting a composition for public labour, is analo
gous to what, in Great Britain and Upper Canada, is termed Coun
ty Rates, a species of local and direct taxes, which forms the legiti
mate fund for the expenses of local establishments and improvements. I 
It will hereafter appear that the Majority of the House of Assembly} 
influenced both by interest and anti-commercial prejudices, were re
solved to raise by taxes on Commerce, instead of County, or rather 
District Rates, the means of building and repairing Court-Houses I 
and Gaols, thus deviating, in an important point, from the practice of I 
other Countries, and leading to a lavish expenditure of the public mo- [ 
nies.

The increasing population of the Province, attended by a large I 
augmentation of inhabitants in Quebec and Montreal, exposed to the 
usual temptations, prescribed the necessity of a Legislative Provision 
for the correction of various minor offenders ; but the views of the 
Legislature at that time extended no farther than to make distinctions 
between the prisoners in the District Gaols, confined as culprits, and

others confined I 
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pthers confined for punishments awarded. The first essay towards a 
louse of Correction merely declared the Common Gaol to be a re- 
eptacle for various minor offenders, who should be employed at hard 
abour, under the superintendance of Commissioners, interfering in no 

email degree with the responsibilities of the Sheriff, and leading to in- 
iconveniencies which can only be removed by establishments fur the 
.Correctional Police of Quebec and Montreal, entirely separated from 
Itlie Common Prisons of the Districts. The Act for the restricted pur- 

ose aforesaid, however, gave rise to various temporary expedients, 
ending to show the necessity of establishing, as soon as possible, a 

House of Correction, worthy of the name ; and of which the Institu
tions of the United Kingdom and of the United States afford so many 
nodels.

The Bill for the better regulation of Weights and Measures through
out the Province, which became a law this Session, was of great uti
lity ; but in the course of its discussion, the tenacity of the Majority 

old denominations, was particularly evinced in retaining the Cana- 
jlian Minot, which is about eight per cent larger than the Winchester 
bushel, and five per cent larger than the bushel comprised in the Im- 

lial Quarter of eight bushels, established in England in the year 
1825.

The House of Assembly was employed in deliberating on the con
tinuation of various temporary Acts, and on the Bills before men
tioned, till the 23d April, when a Message was received from his Ex
cellency signifying his Majesty’s gracious intention to advance a suffi- 
fcient sum of Money for the erection of Court Houses in the Districts 
pfQuebec and Montreal. An address of thanks was voted for this 
lessage ; and a Bill was soon after in troduced for the purpose of ap

plying this Money by Commissioners, and devising means of repav- 
nent. The expenses were limited to Five Thousand Pounds for 
iuebec and Montreal respectively; and the means of repayment 

pere established by taxes on various Writs, issuing in due course 
law in his Majesty’s Provincial Courts. This Bill having be- 

pome a law, had a considerable influence on the future conduct of the 
lajorities of the House of Assembly, who, being partly composed of 
awyers, were led by professional interest to deprecate such restric

tions upon the litigious spirit of their clients. Taxes on Merchandise 
rere more agreeable to that influential profession ; and were success

fully recommended as the wtys and means for providing, at a future 
pay, new Gaols for the Districts of Quebec, Montreal, and Three 
fivers.

The re-enactment of the Consolidation Act, which had not been 
ented to by his Majesty in the time limited by the Constitution, 

iras carried through with the utmost unanimity ; and as this law has a 
earing upon the Financial disputes, which have long agitated the 

branches of the Provincial Legislature, it may be proper here to state 
Its object and consequences. The object of this Act, 39 Geo. III. 
pp- 9, was to obtain the repeal of the British Act I t Geo. III. cap 83,
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and ‘28 Geo. III. cap. 39—and by offering a permanent Act, with |*r. 
inanent appropriations amounting to Twelve Thousand Pounds Ster- 
ling, to obliterate all traces of Taxation by the Imperial Government 
foribe purposes of internal R evenue. The con sequences of a compliance, 
on the part of the British Parliament with the object of this Colonial 
Act w ould have been, theoretically at least, to make the existence of hi» 
Majesty’s Civil Government depend on the will of the Canadian Legig- 
lature. The British Ministry, however, have never moved Parliament 
to comply with the conditions of this Act, which remains a dead let. 
ter upon the Statute Book of Lower Canada. This hesitation waj | 
the most decisive proof then afforded by his Majesty’s Government, 
that the operation of the Constitutional Act had not answered the ex
pectation of its framers ; and, aware of the composition of our local 
Legislature, no person, acquainted with the tendencies of Colonial af
fairs, and sincerely attached to the British connection, can avoid ac
knowledging the judicious conduct of the Colonial Department, 
which seems perfectly to have understood that there are occasionally 
repeated and urgent calls to action, which true policy suggests the 
expediency of answering, by doing nothing at all.

But, returning to the proceedings of the House of Assembly, we 
have to remark, that the négociations between the Commissioners of 
Lower Canada, respecting the division of Revenue, was successful ; and 
that additional articles of agreement, one of which suspended the ex
ecution of the 6th article of the previous agreement, which stipulated 
the imposition by Upper Canada of the same duties on imports from 
the United States into that Province, as existed on imports from those 
States into the Lower Province, were sanctioned. This part of the 
arrangement was extremely favourable to Upper Canada, and was 
permitted to exist so long as the Government of the United States 
abstained from imposing duties on imports from Upper Canada.*

As connected with the Road Act, we should mention that the case 
of Mail res de Poste, or persons keeping horses and carriages for the 
accommodation of travellers, was taken into consideration this Session/ 
and that a law was passed regulating the duty and compensation of|

• To persons desirous of taking a retrospect of the intercourse between this Pm.I 
since and Upper Caeada, it m»y not lie uninteresting to state the dutiable Aititle!| 
reported as having passed upwards by Coteau du Lac, namely 

58,989j gallons of Jamaica Spirits, or Rum,
2,625 do. foreign Brandy, or Spirits,

638 do, Molasses,
5000J do. Madeira Wine,

13,80-1 do. Port and all other Wines except Madeira, 
lbs. of Loaf or Lump Sugar, 
do. Muscovado Sugar, 
do. Coffee, 
do. Leaf Tobacco, 
packs Playing Cards,

___ minois Sell.
The 2J per cent, duty on dry goods did not exist at this time; consequently, th*I 

amount of them and of many other articles cannot be found in the Report.

28,801
11,520
8,445

2
1,182
2,914
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which encouraged the intercourse by land 
etween the principal Cities on the line of the St. Lawrence, varying 
he rates of milage according to the state of the roads in the Spring and 
lutumn, and admitting of an extra charge for relays of horses requir- 
d by persons travelling in their own carriages.
Several abortive projects for the encouragement of articles of Ca- 

stdian produce were brought forward, and among others, a Gill for the 
reservation of the Sugar Maple and Plane Trees, with a view to the 
(tension of the manufacture of Sugar. In a Commercial Colony, in
vested in keeping up an intercourse with the.British Sugar Colonies, 
iis proceeding was of doubtful expediency, and was opposed by the 
[ercantile interest, with the same views as any direct encouragement 
ir the manufacture of Whiskey would now be opposed.
Applications for the establishment of new Parishes were again 

lade this Session, but without effect ; and the remote concessions, 
(habited by persons of the ltomish Religion, were accommodated 
hth Missionaries, it being considered that the establishment of new 
Parishes was a matter of State policy, worthy of the deliberation of 
le Imperial Parliament, and which long afterwards was attempted to 
e provided for in the postponed Bill for uniting the Legislatures of 
Lrerand Upper Canada, in the year 1822.
I At the end of this Session of the Provincial Parliament, 3d June, 
ESA the Royal Assent was given to ten Bills; and, in his closing 
leech to both Houses, the Governor in Chief bestowed ample praise 
I the Members of the House of Assembly, appearing to solicit from 
lem a testimony to their Constituents in favour of his public con- 
ict; and it is probable, from the unusual warmth of his expressions, 
ht his Excellency was desirous of obtaining farther proofs of attach
ent to his Administration before visiting London, where his presence 
id unfortunately been rendered necessary, in consequence of his dif- 
rences with Chief Justice Osgoode and the Executive Council, on 
e subject of publishing his Majesty’s gracious Instructions, to faci
lite a just and liberal arrangement of the Claims of numerous de
ping Individuals, who had been invited to lay out their money and 
lour upon the Waste Lands of the Crown.
Before treating of the Fourth and last Session of the Second House 
[Assembly, it will be proper to allude to some events which throw 
lit upon the spirit and ambition of the Majority of that Body, and 
fon tile general disposition of their Constituents, to whose sense so 
M'y and fatiguing appeals, by repeated dissolutions and re-elections,
Ve been made, in his Majesty's name, since the year 1809.
Ihe extraordinary efforts required to carry on the War between 
(eat Britain and the Revolutionary Government of France, having 
My exhausted the ingenious devices ofTaxation, the Prime Minis- 
l the illustrious Mr. Pitt, was induced to feel the Pulse of the Na- 
h, by calling for voluntary contributions for the support of the 
I and necessary War, in which, for the preservation of the Thrones,

G

persons
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the Altars and the Independence of European States, I tin Majy 
and his Allies were engaged. The result proved that the Pulse j 
the British people beat high with loyalty and patriotism. The I 
tributions, in which the widow's mite was not despised, prodiici 
millions of money in the United Kingdom ; and the occasion 
seized with avidity by Britons throughout the world, to manifest t 
zeal for the National Cause, and for^the support of the Imperial Goi 
ernment. Persons of this description, and the more immediate 
herentsof the Administration of Lower Canada, in Quebec, Monti 
Three Rivers and William-Henry, attempted to second the gene 
movement, and, by their example, to draw from the pockets of t 
French Canadians and their Representatives, a few thousands f 
pounds, but without effect. The French Canadians and their infli 
ential Representatives, from the causes already mentioned, had inq 
manner sympathised with the British Nation, nor identified themself 
with its fortunes or its glory. On the contrary, the disposition ofti 
" Nation Canadienne" and the ambition of its Representatives,! 
tered by the preposterous policy of the Conquering Power, werejj 
remain a separate people, distinguished from Englishmen by Last 
Language, Manners and Customs of their own. Under such circuj 
stances, it was unnecessary for the Majority of the House of As 
bly to take open measures against the Subscription, to alarm 
Peasantry by the spectre of Taxation and bad precedents; 
merely acquiesced in the national feeling expressed in the prova 
“ Charity begins at home" adding significantly, on the present i 
sion, that it ought also to end there. The result may be easily gua 
ed by our readers : instead of obtaining fifty thousand pounds, | 
some sanguine calculators expected, from a Province containing 
number of Householders, the Subscription was chiefly confined | 
persons of British origin in the Cities »rd Boroughs, and did note 
cced one tenth of that sum, th.oughout the Canadas.

A contemporaneous event, however, showed that a little man 
ment could obtain compliments and professions, costing little, 
pledging less of money or service. The intention of Governor ~ 
cott to visit London produced Addresses warmly expressed and i 
merously subscribed ; and the few who sincerely esteemed that exa 
lent man were joined by the many who considered his vigorous ! 
ministration as unfavourable to their views, combining expression^ 
sorrow for his departure with their secret hopes that he would nei 
return.

The Administration now, with diminished lustre, was to be < 
ducted by a Civil Governor ; and the long continuation of Sir Robd 
Shore Milnes, tn the capacity of Lieutenant Governor, had a la-‘J 
effect on the Affairs of the Province, by producing those compn 
ing measures which entirely lost sight of the means of rendering tl 
Canadas subservient to the interest of the Empire at large. This < 
ministration, indeed, was chiefly occupied in dividing among!
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edy adherents the wrecks of the New Settlements on the Free and 
_mmon Soccage Lunds ; and, in the absence of a Military Governor, 
gwyers and Priests encreased their influence and intrigues, while 
pitting but the tenacity or vm inertia of Government and Party was 
«played. If our readers, however, were satisfied with appearance*
I paper, they would admire the interested jugglery now displayed 
i the Executive, in numerous grants of Townships, under pretext of 
ittling the Waste Lands of the Crown. To a judicious observer, 
iiwever, the List of Grants, during this long Administration, conveys 
L revolting idea of vast tracts of fertile Land being conveyed to 
ersone devoid alike of the talent and capital requisite to form bene- 
pal Settlements ; while the conduct of those monopolists, in eject- 

r many deserving occupants of those Lands, forcibly reminds us of 
> bitter sarcasm of Galgaeus against the Romans, "when they have 

ode a desert they call it peace.”
[This Session was opened by the Lieutenant Governor, 5th March, 

9, with n Speech to b<^h Houses ; in which he alluded to the tran- 
Lillity insured to Canada, and to the other Dependencies of the Brit- 

i Empire in North America, by the protection of his Majesty’s 
ms; but, considering the unabated spirit of intrigue which charac- 

ksed the French Government, then administered by Napoleon Buo- 
irte, as First Consul, he recommended the continuance of these 

inporary Laws, for the support of his Majesty’s Government and the 
Lition of Aliens, which hud already produced the most salutary 
pets. Adverting to a contagious disease which had prevailed 
tong the Troops landed from a Transport towards the close of the 
to year, he recommended a révisai of the Quarantine Act, and the 
jrestment of the Executive, with additional powers for the preven- 
ln of the introduction and spreading of such diseases. His Excel- 
pey, addressing the House of Assembly, next promised a state- 
ent of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown, and allu^gd to thei 
Icerful and successful manner in which the British Nation support- 
1 the unexampled burthens of the War. Addressing both Houses, 

injudiciously boasted of an alledged success in obtaining voluntary 
ntributions, within the Province, for the support of the War in 

and, after a transition to the friendly relations then existing 
Ith the United States, his Excellency ended with stating that lie 

tied it unnecessary to recommend to both Branches of the Legis- 
ure, a continuation of that zealous attention to the public welfare, 

lich, he was pleased to say, had hitherto so highly distinguished 
W proceedings.

ne Addresses of both Houses were nearly echoes to his Excellen
ts Speech; hut the Majority of the House of Assembly, very judi- 

usly prevented any allusion to the paragraph which boasted of vo- 
htary Contributions, well knowing how little share themselves or their 
Instituents had in such tokens of loyalty ; but this Body coincided 
111 tile Legislative Council in complimentary expressions to his Ex- 
llency on his accession to the Government of the Province.

yo

9
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1 he House of Assembly began the public business, by advertirj 

to the expiring Laws; and it was resolved to take the Speech of h# 
Excellency into consideration, the 12th March. On the. lOthtf 
March, an attempt was made by the Commercial Minority, to obta» 
some direct encouragement by bounty, for the culture of Hemp, m 
article to which the soil of some parts of the Province was said to be 
well adapted, and which the wants of the British Navy would render 
saleable at a fair remunerating price in the British Market. Hut, 
when a motion was make to refer the subject to a Committee of fir< 
Members, the Majority, remarking that the demand for the article 
would chiefly depend upon the contingency of a long duration of the 
present War, negatived the question ; and they have generally refused 
to vote the money of their Constituents for similar purposes, leaving 
such objects to the influence of external Commerce, and to the pa. 
tronage of the Imperial Government.

After the House had expeditiously passed the Bills for continuitij 
the Act for the better preservation of his Majesty’s Government, am 
for the regulation of Commerce between this Province and the LJnitei 
States, the Majority resumed the subject of the Estates of the latel* 
proscribed and extinct Order of Jesuits, which they had learned I 
recently been taken possession of by the Executive under the pr 
gative of Conquest, and the reservation of Rights mentioned in thi 
capitulation of Montreal, and again adverted to in the unrepealei 
clauses of the Act 14, Geo. III. cap. S3. Jealous of this légitima^ 
appropriation ofEstatcs, the Revenue of which if afterwards applied b 
the Crown to purposes of Education might not be so applied as 
suit the views of keeping the Nation Canadienne a separate people] 
the Majority voted an Address to his Excellency, praying for certaii 
documents to facilitate the investigation of the Claims and Pretension^ 
of the Province on the Jesuits’ College, converted into Barracks, i 
to the Estates of that Order originally granted by the King of I'rana 
for the purpose of educating the Natives of the Country. The repl 
of his Excellency stated, that in consequence of the Address of l 
First House of Assembly, on the 11th April, 1793, the Claims ofthi 
Province bad been considered by his Majesty in Council, and thal 
the result of this consideration had been an Order to take possessia 
for the Crown ; that if, after this explanation, the House should dee 
it advisable to investigate, they should have access to the Document^ 
required ; but his Excellency having insinuated that farther applia 
tion on the subject might be inconsistent with their accustomed 
spect for the decisions of his Majesty on matters connected with I 
Prerogatives, the House passed to the order of the day ; and tin 
Jesuits’ Estates and the Commissioners for their management hau 
ever since been merely topics of occasional declamation in the Gn 
Committee of Grievances.

Among Local Matters should be mentioned a Bill which becameij 
Law for the erection of a Bridge over the River Jacques Cartier, thel 
rapidity of whose current had recently been fatal to passengers intlxl
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[ferry-boats. The Expenditure on this object was to be fifteen hun
dred pounds, which, as usual, the Majority would not suffer to depend 
[upon a County Hate, but ordered to be taken from the General Fund 
|of Taxation on Commerce.

This Session is rendered remarkable by an abortive attempt to es
tablish a qualification to entitle persons to be elected Members of 

[the House of Assembly, a subject which long afterwards was intro
duced into the Union Bill of the year 1822. It will hereafter appear 
[that the Majority were more inclined (as in the instance of refusing 
[admission to a Jew) to establish a Religious Test than a pecuniary 
Qualification.

The expected General Election and other circumstances produced 
Jfrcquent instances of adjournment of the House, and of Committees 
[for want of a quorum ; but an attempt, towards the end of the Ses
sion, to reduce the Quorum from 17 to 10, was resisted as tending to 

acrifice the interest of the Ruling Party to the Business of the Coun
try, which appears to have been readily postponed for Electioneering 
purposes ; and this Session passed without a call of the House, not
withstanding the following important affair. After some preliminary 
proceedings, including a hearing of Counsel, the House, on the 2d 
April, resolved, by a Majority of 21 to 8, that C. B. Bouc, Esq., having 
‘ietn convicted in the Court of King's Bench, Montreal, of a conspira- 
y, with sundry other persons, to defraud Etienne Drouin of divers 

ge sums of money, be expelled the House of Assembly.
The Majority show ed great jealousy of all measures originating in 

[he Legislative Council ; and on this account, some necessary amend- 
nents of the Judicature Act had been long retarded. On the 8th 
April, a Bill for this purpose, sent down by the Council for concur

rence, was taken into consideration ; but little progress was made in 
It during the remainder of the Session.

The want of a Quorum, before mentioned, was the principal cause 
kf much unfinished Business being left for the consideration of a New 
Parliament ; and having prolonged the Session with little effect, dur
ing April and May, it was closed on the 20th of the latter month, 
kith a Speech from his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, of the 
nost conciliatory description. This course, on the^eve of a General 
Election, may have suited the purpose of the Executive ; but we think 

that the praise that could at any time be justly bestowed on this Par
liament, is rather of a negative description. This Second House of 
Assembly displayed no extensive views for the improvement of the 
pountry, either in Agriculture or in Commerce ; and it is worthy of 
emark, that though their Financial Concerns were so nearly connect

ed with the Trade of the Country, no General Statement of the Im- 
orts and Exports is to be found in their Journals.

Besides continuations of previous Acts, the follow ing Laws were 
nade this Session :—An Act to give further powers to the Executive
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Government to prevent the introduction or spreading of Infectious 
or Contagious Dimitc* in this Province ; An Act for the Erection of 
n Bridge on tlto Hiver Jactptes Cartier'; A Declaratory Act respect- 
ing Suits for Criminal Conversation ; an Act to prevent tho harbour
ing of Runaway Seamen.

Norn.—Jean Joseph Ceeot, the last of the Canadien Jesuits, died on the Iflih 
Msrcli, 1800, and the especial ion of this event gave occasion to the present renew,| 
ot the lluvutioti which had not been agitated in the Assembly since the yesr 171)3.

X
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General Election for the Third Home of Attembly.—The Executive prevent! 
the return nf any Member inimical to the 1.and Hoard. -Composition of the 
Home described. — Party Spirit nut yet an impediment to Public llminett. 
—The Imperial (Government apparently unaware of the obitac/eu to Annu
lation earned by the Otnetilulional Acte - l int Session. —Mr. Panel in re
elected Speaker.—Lieutenant (Governor' » Speech. -The Add re ot of the Home 
of Aixmb/y, in alluding to Free Schoolt, i/iowi ite r.relative attachment to 
the French language. -He-e/cction of G H. Hour, the expelled Member.— 
Hit cate compand with that of John Wilke*. -Thi< Settion remarkable fir 
the number of Acte patted.— Judge* and Lawyers combine with the Country 
Member» in taxing (bmmerce. -- Tbit system of Taxation, and a temporary 
pro perity, produce a lavith ditpotilion of Publie Moniei.—Act emp rwerxng 
the Judget of the Oiurt of King’s Peach to make Hulet and Ordert of Prac
tice.—Important contequeneet of the tx.-rciteof th te poutert at a future day. - 
V.ebateton the Act respecting Wilhand Tetlamentt. — The introduction of the 
Decitory Oath censured.—Abortive attempt to modify the Feudal law atre- 
ipecte hit Majcety'n Tenanlten Hoture. Supply to hit Majesty by two perma
nent Ach.—Act for the Advancement of l.earning.—Obttaclei to the execution 
of t hit Act.—Act fbr removing the old Fortification! of Montreal.—End of the 
nation.—Second See-ion.—Preliminary Hemarke. —The Executive elude< the 
dangerout contequeneet of the powers of the Popular Eranch, by temp sit
ing expedient!. —Allusion to the Civil l.int. -Lieutenant Governor'! Speech. 
— The Addrett of the Attembly re-echoe< hit abuse of the American Settlert 
ejected by the Patenteeu—Abortive attempt to improve the Hoad Act, by Mr. 
Tatchaeau—Deipatch of Butinett.—Utility of Executive Covncillort in the 
Home of Attembly—Inconvenienciet earned by their future e.ret ution.—Act 
to encourage the culture of Hemp. -Attempt to obtain a pecuniary allow
ance for the ter vice of Membert of the Attembly, defeated by the temporary
combination of English Membert and Canadian Placemen__Thit Section
doted with a Speech tuiled to the temporising views of Sir Hubert Shore 
Milnet' Administration.

The Elections of the Members for the Third House of Assembly of 
Lower Canada, were distinguished by considerable warmth ; and some 
important local interests, combined with personal and professional am- 

| bition, to render a seat in the House of Assembly an object of competi
tion. The Executive, anxious to prevent the arrangements of the Land 
Business from being disturbed, took great pains to keep out any one 
likely to représent the persons aggrieved by those arrangements ; and
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they succeeded so well in this object, that the disappointed Settlers 
could not second their views of obtaining relief through a mission to 
London, by exciting^some interest in their favour in the House of As
sembly. ,

The Executive were then able to return whom they pleased for the 
’ Borough of William-Henry ; and they, therefore, instructed the At

torney-General, Mr. Sewell, to try his fortune as a Candidate for the 
County of Quebec ; for which purpose, Mr. Black retired in his fa- 
vour ; but the French Canadian interest was too strong, and that Of. I 
ficer owed his scat m the House to bis Majesty's Borough, aforesaid, 
In the Borough of Three-Rivers, also, the Executive prevailed ; while 
in the Cities of Quebec and Montreal, the Mercantile interest com
bined with the Executive, in returning a favourable majority ; and on 
a review of the whole composition of this Third House of Assembly, 
it might have been predicted that the immediate interests of the Gov. | 
ernment, apart from any views of the anglification of the Country, 
and of making beneficial Settlements of the Crown Lands, would be 
upheld ; and that phe influence of men in office would be so much in- 
creased as to produce a considerable jealousy and reaction on the part of 
the French Canadians at a future day.* This House consisted of 
thirty-six French Canadian and fourteen English Members ; and i 
among those fifty were four Members of the Executive Cbuncil, three | 
Judges of the Court of King’s Bench, four Seigneurs, Proprietors un- 
der the Feudal Tenure, some Notaries and Lawyers, including the At. 
torney-General and Solicitor General, three Merchants engaged in 
extensive Foreign Trade, three holders of minor Offices under Gov
ernment, thirteen- Habitants or Peasants, some of whom were unakie 
to write their names, the remainder consisting of Inland Traders, Auc
tioneers, Shopkeepers, &c. This Assembly, indeed, was as well com- 

- posed as the circumstances of the Country and its vicious Constitu
tion, giving almost univer al suffrage to the French Canadians, would 
permit ;—and the business done, in its contracted sphere, will prove 
the activity of various interests, influencing the march of the Adnii- 
nistration. It will also be observed, that party spirit and competi
tion between the Branches of the Legislature could still be soothed 
into compromise, and that measures rather than the men or the depart
ments in which they originated, were taken into consideration. Mean-

• The following Members generally voted with the Government:—(Executlre 
Councillors and Officers under Government) : Messrs. Young, M'Gill, Lett, Di 
Sonne, P. L. Panel, Sewell, Foucker, Craigie, Caldwell, CaJJin, Planté, /taiy: —(Law
yers and Merchants) ; Walker, Lester, Bett, Badgley:—(Seigneurs) j James Cutkberl, 
Sou Cuthbert.

There was no formidable opposition to the restricted and temporising views of | 
this Administration ; but the following names were generally adverse to Govern
ment measures during the present Session : Messrs. Bedard, Poulin, Srckambault, I 
and Tellier. Both sides of the House, however, were unanimous in granting Sup-1 
plies to his Majesty in aid of the permanent Revenue, which already exceeded twen
ty thousand pounds sterling.
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I time, the j^titisu Government, Infing sight of the consequences of the 
Constitutional Acts, 1 F and 111, Geo. Ill, appear, by the Instructions 
oftlie Colonial Department, to have adverted to the anglilication ol 
the Country as a mere matter of.routine ; and the very terms of that 
part of his Excellency’s Speech which alluded to the establishment 
yf Free-Schools, hereafter mentioned, proved that they had no idea of 
the obstacles to their wishes of spreading the English Language, which 
their own dels, as aforesaid, had created.

This Third Provincial Parliament was begun on the 1st January, 
1801, by the preliminary arriuàrcmcnt of choosing a Speaker, when 
wine feeble attempts were tuple by the Minority—first, to choose a 
French Canadian Placeman, in the person of Judge Debonnc—and 
next to elect a British-horn Subject, and Executive Councillor, Mr. 
Young ; but Mr. J. A. Panel, the former Speaker, being the choice of 
the Majority, was approved by Lieutenant Governor Milncs, in terms 
pfeulogium exceeding the accustomed forms of etiquette and reserve, 
hractiied by his predecessors.

On the 10th January, the House being returned from the Legisla
tive Council Chamber, and the salvo of privilege having taken place, 
ly giving leave to introduce and read a Bill, the Speaker reported bis 
Wllency’s Speech, embracing a variety of topics, chiefly connected 

litli the immediate wants and the Police oftlie Province. After al- 
ro/ingto the uncertain results of négociations for Peace in Europe, 
iis Excellency recommended a continuance oftlie Acts for the better 
reservation of his Majesty’s Government and the regulation of Aliens ; 
nd, adverting to the recent distressing Fires which afflicted Quebec/ 
ie recommended that some regulations should be made, to*render the 
issistance of the Public more immediate and effectual on such occa-

i
ions. Having next recommended a provision for the sujiport oftlie 
nsane and Foundlings, and promised to submit a Statement of the 
'rovincial Revenue of the Crown and of the Expenditure, remarking, 
t the same time, the enerease of Trade, his Excellency communicat- 

I the intentions of his Majesty to set apart a suitable portion of the 
amis of the Crown, and appropriate their Revenue for the purpose of 

Importing a competent number of Free-Schools for the instruction of 
: rising generation, in the first rudiments of useful Learning, and in 
English tongue, and also, as occasion might require,Vor founda- 

ons of a more large and comprehensive nature. *
By command of his Majesty, the Lieutenant Governor acknowledged

* The Act which was passed this Session, in consequence of the communication

E
oresaid, and entitled “ An Act for the establishment of Free-Schools and for the 
advancement of Learning in this Province,” contemplated two objects—the csta- 
islnnent of Colleges by a Corporation called the Hu;/al Institution, which, during 
tarly thirty years, has remained inefficient, and the erection of Free-Schools, which 
iriy and sectarian obstacles made difficult of execution. The natural jealousy of 
|e French Canadians was roused by the power which this Act gave to the Govern- 
tnt, in appointing Teachers and in diminishing the accustomed contiuul of the 
Ornish Cleigy in the education of the people. A different plan originaby biought
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tlic loyalty of Ills Cumuliall^ihjvcts, ns evinced by the voluntary 

Contributions adverted to in our last Chapter; and he concluded hit 
Speech by anticipating unanimity and dispatch in Public Busing 
from Members whom he personally recognised as acquainted yiili 
the necessary routine, and animated with correct views of the pnblic 
welfare.

The Addresses of both Houses were filled with compliments to hi, 
Excellency, and expressions of loyalty to his Majesty ; but it is w»r. 
thy of remark, that the Assembly, in nearly echoing the clause of the 
Speech respecting Frce-Schools, omitted the words “ English loueur 
—showing that this part of the proposed instruction xrus uncongenial 
to the feelings of the Majority; and it will hereafter appear that tin 
preservation of the French tongue. and its employaient in the com mum. 
cation of English Constitutional Laves and Precedents were parnmmnt 
objects in their minds. The Coin of the Realm excepted, they Wert 
disposed to quarrel with every thing that w as not presented in a French 
dress ; and this propensity was very much indulged in their social and 
political intercourse w ith the King’s Representative, who carried I 
complacency to an unprecedented extent, in the annals of temporising 
Policy.

Before adverting to the Legislative conduct of the Assembly in thi. 
Session, we must remark a curious instance of the tenacity of the 
Constituents of the Majority, who then, as more recently, evinced 
their obstinacy in returning old Members, however obnoxious to Law, 
and lost in character and reputation. The proposed subject is i 
interesting as having some distant analogy to the famous case of thel 
Middlesex Elections in England; when tire pseudo [xitriot, John Wilkes, I 
after having been expelled, was re-elected a Member of the House| 
of Commons.*

As fdrmerly mentioned, Chaules Baptiste Bouc, one of till 
Members for the County of Effingham, had been expelled from 
House of Assembly, during the last Session of the Second Parliament, 
in consequence of a previous conviction of conspiracy, w ith others, to 
defraud one Etienne Drffbin of divers sums of money. But when the 
Electrons for the Third Parliament approached, the partiality of the 
Electors to this man, and their contradictory spirit; were evinced in

forward, this very Session by Mr. Perrault, and laid aside by the influence of it* 
Executive, was recently-: modified, and has gone into effect in a manner con
sistent with the intenlioM of the Majority, to distinguish the French Canadian Ns 
tion from the rest of his Majesty’s Subjects, in their Language and other charade, 
istica.

* The principal difference between the two popular favourites was, that Wiun 
was a man of talents and education, while tiouc was deficient in both :—these in 
worthies, however, resembled each other in that species of low cunning, which, sidtf 
by impudence, always finds dupes in the-multitpde ; and the cry of persecution lif 
the Government was raised with similar effect in both cases. At a recent date, thi 
clemency of his Majesty's Representative was exerted in paidoning Mr. Iiouc ; but 
we have not heard that, like Mr. Wilkes, he has obtained any office of honour ornf 
profit, from a public body.
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I mi extraordinary manner. Tlic* cry in favour of the rejected Mcmlmr 
IfcHOiiiiileil through I lie whole County of F.fliiiglmin. The opportunity 
Inf asserting what they called their Wights was seized with avidity hy 
Itlie Klectors, who triumphantly returned the same Charles .«Baptiste 
I Done, as « Member of the Honourable House, lie was again ex
pelled with less ceremony,than before—but w as re-elected on the 301 h 

[April, after the Prorogation of the House ; and bis annual annoyance 
could only be prevented by the unprecedented measure of passing an 
Act in the Second Session "for disqualifying and restraining Chari.ex 
n Hirr/sTE HoVc from /icing elected, and sitting and voting as a 
n Member of the House of Assembly.”

This Session is remarkable by the number of Acts passed, and the 
[variety of subjects brought into discussion. The Crown Lawyers and 

ml Judges of the Court of King's Bench of Quebec and Montreal, 
cing Members of the House, important Amendments of the Laws 

»ere suggested by their experience, while deference to their authori- 
facilitated their obtaining the concurrence of the other Branches of 

lie Legislature. This professional influence was likewise exhibited 
In ample appropriations to finish the Court Houses of Quebec and 
Irlontreuf ; the expenditure for which was now calculated to be nearly 

mille the sums first contemplated. The prosperity of the Country, 
wing to an abundant Crop, and to the temporary demand for Grain 
1 the British Market, bad for the present produced a lavish disposi- 
on, evinced at once by cncrenscd appropriations for the expenccs of 

jne House of Assembly, in Salaries of Officers, and for the purchase 
f Furniture and French Books, and preparing for the following Ses- 

a project of granting pecuniary compensation, not only to the 
Ipeaker but also to the Members of the House.

The general importance of this Session, and our principal object of 
dinting to the ambition of the Majority, will rentier it necessary to 

Inter into some details ; and wc, therefore, proceed in order of time, 
i notice the progress of Business in the Popular Branch.
In Amendments of the Laws, the late Mr. Justice Panel distinguish- 

1 himself this Session ; and we find him, at its very commencement, 
conding the motion of Mr. Bcrlhelot, for leave to bring in an im- 

nrtant Bill, which, after much discussion and modification, became 
lLaw, entitled “ An met to ahnend certain form» of proceeding, Itn 
Ir Courts of Civil Jurisdiction in this Province, and to facilitate the 
idministration of Justice.” This Act, however, is not so celebrated 
br its admitted benefits in its original enactments, as for the consc
iences of the employment, hy the Judges, at a future day, of the 
jwers conferred by Sections 16th and 17th, which we shall here 
'inscribe : Section 16, enacts that the différent Courts of Civil Judi- 
|iure in this Province shall have power and authority to make and es- 
Wish such Orders and Rules of Practice in the said Courts, in all Ci- 

matters, touching all services of Process, executions and returns of 
Writs, proceedings for bringing Causes to issue as well in Term as 

! °f Term, and other matters of Regulation within the said Courts.
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Section 17, enacts that the Contis of Criminal and Civil Juris dir tun
within this Province shall have power and authority within their respect.
ivc Jurisdictions to make a Table oj l et s for the Officers of the m\i 
C arts, which- Table the said Courts tff Justice may alter and cmm 
from time to time, as they may sec necessary. And the Officers of tit 
said Courts respectively are directed to conform to the same. It would 
be premature here to describe the manner ia, which those extensive 
powers, capable by construction of innovating on the Laws and de
grading the profession of Barristers were exercised. Suffice it at pre
sent to say that, owing to the mode of executing the first, mentioned 
Section, the Chief Justice of the Province, Mr. Sewell, and the late 
Chief Justice of the Court of King’s Bench for the District of Mon
treal, Mr. Monk, were severally impeached by the House of Assem
bly in the year 1814-, and that the alleged abuse of powers conferred I 
by the 17th Section, produced a temporary secession of all the Car-j 
listers practising in the Court of King's Bench of Montreal.

Those results, with their injurious influence on Provincial Polities, 
will in due time be presented to our readers ; and yve now return to 
the Session. Mr. Justice Panel brought in a Bill which excited the 
discussion of an important question of Public Morals. The Bill even
tually became a Law, entitled “ An Act to explain and amend the hit 
respecting Wills and Testaments." I lis principal object was to pre
vent the technicalities of the French Law from interfering with the 
true intent and meaning of a provision in the Act 14, Geo. III. cap. 
83, considered favourable to the interests of the Settlers of British 
origin, which enacted that every owner of Lands, Goods or Creditsj« 
the said Province, having a right to alienate the same in his or herliji 
time, by Deed of Sale, Gift or otherwise, may devise or bequeath tL 
same, at bis or her death, by his or her last Will and Testament. 
the Bill of Amendment, the Third and Fourth Provisoes, which reJ 
stricted the married Testator to the rule of the French Law with re
spect to Bequests in favour of Illegitimate Children, were struck out, 
by Majorities of 13 to 5, after some interesting Debates ; in which i 
recurrence to the old Law of Bastardy was viewed as calculated t« 
introduce into the Province, under the Feudal designation of Chiblrtf 
of the State, a degraded race, burthensome to the Government ; ill 
ing justly remarked that if the natural affection of the Parent wereri 
stricted in providing for the Child, the grievance of abandonment i 
Illegitimate Children would be augmented, and the Public Expenst 
for the support of Foundlings, proportionally encreased.

Another attempt in favour of the French Law was more suce 
fui ; but in our humble opinion it had not even the pretext of moral 
ty in its favour : we allude to the admission of the Serment Déchoitq 
or Oath by which, under certain circumstances, a Debtor may 
viittcd to clear himself of a Commercial Debt by simply .mxtamglj 
its having been paid and satisfied, without even stating the time or fits 
of payment. We arc bold to assert that this retrograde movement w 
French Law has been mere prolific of perjury than all the temptifl

I fions to that crime which 
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I dons to that crime which the practice of the English Criminal Law 
I and Rules of Evidence has introduced into the Province ; and it is 

one of the deplorable instances, in which the Sovereign may be su id 
1 to tempt the people to commit sin, and become obnoxious to the ru- 
| tributions of a future state of existence.

And from success in reviving hurtful laws, we have little consolation 
in adverting to the failure of an attempt to give limited relief to the 
ladders of lands under the Feudal Tenure. In the progress of the 
Hill for the relief of Persons holding Lands or Immoveable Property 

I of His Majesty at Roture, upon which Leafs cl levies, or Mil tat inn 
.J'wes are due, Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Cuthbcrt, proposed a 
j clause, enabling Ilis Majesty to conform to the practice of the old 
[Colonics, and the spirit of the Proclamation of 1703 already men- 
[tinned, by establishing, instead of those Feudal Burthens, an Annual 
jRbit. This, however, was of course resisted, as an important inno- 
[vation on the French and Feudal Law ; and no effectual relief of this 
[description was afforded, till the Imperial Parliament interfered, as 
I will be hereafter mentioned, in the years 1822 and 1825.

The limits which we have prescribed to ourselves, prevent our co
hering into the merits of various Acts of a local description passed 

during this Session ; but we ought to mention the more important 
Imtter of the supplies voted to His Majesty, which consisted of the 
Mowing permanent Acts, 41 Geo. III., Cap. 1granting lo Ilis 
IMajesty certain new Duties on the Importation into this Praviner, 
|r/ tfl manufactured Tobacco and Snuff', and/or disallowing the draco - 
Jack on Tobacco manufactured within this Province: 41 Geo. Ilf., 
ICnp. 13, granting to Ilis Majesty a duty on licensing Billiard Tulles 
for hire, and regulating the same. The most important Acts passed 
[this Session, besides those already alluded to in this Chapter, were an 

I Act to amend an article of the Code Civil, with its derogations as it 
■hath been usually received in this Province, which directs and fixes 
[the degree of affinity and consanguinity of witnesses in civil suits.

The following Bills, though reserved for Ilis Majesty’s assent, be- 
hmc Laws eventually, and were introduced into the Statute Book 
Viext Session :—a Bill for the establishment of Free Schools, and the 
cJvanccmcnt of learning in this Province ; and a Bill for removing 
the old IValls and Fort iff cations that surround the City of Mont retd, 
tint otherwise provide J'or the salubrity, convenience and embellishment 

wf the said City.
This busy Session of the Provincial Parliament, was closed on the 

Bth of April, 1801, with a speech expressive of the utmost confidence 
In the good intentions and approbation of the measures of both 
Houses; and, in the accustomed mode of giving them credit for to ling 

• deep interest in the fortunes of the British Empire, Ilis Excel It n- 
tv, in the course of his speech, announced the completion of the Le
gislative Union between the Kingdoms of Great Britain and In land; 
Ind he was pleased to say that this important event so effectually 
lonsuiidating the strength, security and prosperity of the Empire,
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would no (lotdit be sensibly felt in ibis Province, which, pnrtnkina 
the general benefit, would not /ail to partake also in the satisfaction 
which it conveyed to the paternal bosom of our most gracious Sovereign.

From the facts detailed in our previous Chapters, it will bave up. 
peart (1 to our readers that the present Administration was distinguish, 
ed bv a prudence approaching pusillanimity, in never risking a recom
mendation originating in itself, to the Iluusc of Assembly, calcula
ted to excite the prejudices and strenuous opposition of the major;, 
ty. The Constitution, in its devclopemcnt, blending itself with ih \ 
French Laws andf Feudal Tenure, could not fail to alarm such an 
administration, and every occasion of enabling tbe French Canadian 
Majority to display their power, was sedulously avoided. This system 
is connected with the refusal of His Majesty’s Ministers to move the 
Imperial Parliament to give effect to tbe Consolidation Act before 
mentioned, which might have procured a repeal of the few British 
Acts, including 14 Geo. III., Cap. 88, and made tbe support of the 
Civil Government, and tbe regulation and application of the whole 
Provincial Revenue of the Crown, depend upon, and be controuleil by 
the Provincial Legislature. This system of eluding the general con- 
troul of the Revenue, will be more clearly perceived, when we come 
to state tbe hesitation evinced by Sir James Craig, in the year 1810, , 
to applaud the otter of the House of Assembly to vote the necessary 
sums. for defraying the civil expenses of the Government of the Pro
vince ; tbe consequences of an acceptance of which, and the ambi
tion in which it originated, were well understood by that intelligent 
Officer, and by His Majesty’s Executive and Legislative Councillors,

Having thus pointed at the interest and disposition of the Govern-1 
ment, preferring the, course of obstructing the career, instead of re-1 

forming the abuses of a vicious Constitution, we proceed to review the I 
events of the second Session of the third Provincial Parliament of| 
Lower Canada.

This Session was opened by the Lieutenant Governor, recently|
raised to the dignity of a Baronet of the United Kingdom, withal
most gracious speech, beginning with delusive expectations of settled 
peace in Europe, and alluding to the late successes of His Majestyi 
arms in Egypt. After remarking the tranquillity and prosperity of the 
Province, blessed w ith abundant crops of Grain, His Excellency con
gratulated both Houses on the entire suppression of the troubles 
caused by discontented occupiers of the Crown Lands, many ol 
whom having been ejected by the Patentees, had broken out into ri
otous proceedings, before quitting the Province, subjecting themselves 
to being stigmatized by his Excellency, as a band oj lawless adieu- 
hirers, to exterminate whom, it had been necessary to appeal to the 
loyalty of the great majority of His Majesty’s Subjects. The late 
coalition of the Northern Powers of Europe, had induced His Majes
ty’s Ministers to look to the Colonies for supplying some portion of 
Naval Stores, in case of future emergency ; and His Excellency stated 
the commands of His Majesty to take into consideration the means
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of introducing and encouraging the culture of hemp in this Province, 
which subject, was therefore recommended to the Legislature ; and 
expectations, equally sanguine and dclusix^of success were express
ed,* The continuation of the Act for esttrolishing Houses of Cor
rection, was recommended ; with reference to which establishment, 
His Excellency made some pertinent remarks as to the means of pro
ducing habits of industry in convicts, particularly those who might 
be still young and guilty of minor offences. After announcing his 
intention of laying the accounts of the Provincial Revenue of the 
Crown before the House of Assembly, His Excellency ended his 
speech, by stating to both Houses, his confidence in their zeal and 
prudence in pursuit of the prosperity of the Province, and his anxi
ous wish that no Session of the present Parlian^nt should puss by, 
without being distinguished by some plans conspicuously productive 
of public advantage.

The addresses of both Houses were confined to the topics of the 
speech, dwelling emphatically on the extermination of the lawless ad
venturers ; and it is worthy of remark that the Legislative Council 
introduced the same topic, in an extraordinary address presented at 
jtksame period to congratulate His Excellency on the hereditary 

Riikof Baronet, conferred upon him by His Majesty.
On the 12th of January, Mr. Taschereau, Grand Voyer, or Super

intendant of Roads and Bridges, brought in a Bill “ to explain,
! and reduce into one Act of Parliament, the laws for making, 

repairing and altering the Highways and Bridges in the country parts 
)f this Provincè.” This measure was proposed, after due deliberation, 
ly the Officer who bad experienced the deficiencies of the laws ; and, 

i the course of the discussion of merits, many suggestions of im- 
brovement were made, calculated to combine local with general ad
vantages ; but;the old opposition to the Road Act, reappeared, with 

I their prejudices and jealousies ; and employing the manœuvre of 
bsenting themselves, a quorum could seldom be obtained ; and this

tomising Bill, languishing through several stages, died a natural 
ath before the end of the Session.
It should be mentioned that the presence of men, w ith habits of 

usiness, gave great activity during the Session ; and we occasionally 
Ind at once a reference to a Committee of the whole House, of 
Measures recommended by the Executive, particularly when the con- 
nuance and amendment only of previous Acts were in question ;

* It requires extraordinary encouragement to induce a people to cultivate any 
(tide with no other and mote immediate view than Commerce ; Out when their 
pn wants oblige them to attempt the production of what is connected with their 
fbsistence or luxurious indulgence, in eating, or drinking and clothing, they are 
July stimulated to action by Government. On this principle, the cultivation of 
llracco, the breeding of Cattle and Hogs, the raising of a surplus of Grain, the
filiation of Spirituous Liquors, could easily he promoted in the Canadas ;_in
> same manner, also, we have seen the cultivation of Cotton and Uice and the 
ensive breeding of Sheep for the sake ol their fleeces, almost spontaneously in
ducing themselves into the United States.
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llii' (U sjxilrli «il’ business wiih also facilitated liy lliv clrcumstniuv 0( 
h vvral 1 Atvnlivv Councillors, in lliv I louse, living vnalilvil to h|jiie 
U'/h l!i, r llis Majesty s fiierngatix'e would m/iiiil of the progress uf iht 
tnoisuir\ piopasetl, II « ill hereafter appear that, wlivn the jt*nloirsi«( 
ami int ligues ni the Majority had proveut eel the election of Meiulm, 
belonging to the Executive, several nu asures were introduml tin«| 
passe*! by the Assembly, which w« re necessarily rejeeled in I lie |,t. 
gislalive Council, on account of tin ir interlerenve, tvhclher casualor 
designed, with the prerogative of the Crown.

When it was found that the English practice, of making Counties 
or Cities pay for local improvements, would not be enforced in L»». 
cr Canada, hut that improvenientH would be paid out of taxes un 
Commerce, the peasantry readily combined in petitioning for Hoad, 
and I bulges at the public expense ; and various applications this 
si,m were made, which might have induced an intelligent man to an
ticipate the extraordinary vote of lilly-livc Thousand Hounds for the 
improvement of internal communient urns in the near 1H17*# When 
persons interested applied for a Hoad or a Bridge at the public ex
pense, tiding the opportunity o/ some Jntul accident arising /roe 
their negligence to fier/or m rond labour, they ulletlged that the salit» 
of 11 is Majesty's Subjects, Travellers, and the interest of Commerce,! 
required such an expenditure ; and the petitions, signed by the Cu
rates, Captains of Militia, ami Scigntttis, were generally urged ii|i,m| 
the Members of the Assembly, who, if not otherwise interested, 
w i re given to understand that their re-election would depend on (licit 
success in obtaining the prayers of such petitions. Instead, then- 
fore, of County or District Hoads, Bridges, or .Court-Houses, umi 
Cools, us customary in Britain, in Upper Canada, and in the Uiiitd 
Stiilep being thi ir oxen expenditure, ur have such works at the gciioi\ 
charge of' the I'rox'ince.

flie encouragement of the culture ol Hemp was taken into consi
deration at an early period of this Session, and the Committee np-j 
pointed, reported favourably on the subject.

On the 10th of February, Mr. M‘(iill presented a Petition, prar-J 
ing for an Act to regulate Apprentices, Journeymen, and Domestics, 
who were represented as violating their engagements with impunity.
A Bill was introduced for the redress of those grievances, empower-

• \Yv have heard of the British and other liberal Governments voting mont; 
for the cutting of Canals, reserving, however, to themselves, the produce of ik 
Tolls; we have heard, likew ise,that the Government of Great Britain have occasion»!J 
contrit tiled half the expense of the County ltoads ; but we could never have inn 
gii.vd that any Government should have acted as that of Lower Canada, in t»kn( 
a sum tijual to a whole year's revenue of the Country, for thejnirpose ot npplviij 
it through interested Commissioners, to merely local improvements. T/n’ H ui 
of Assembly which arifiuUcit, ihc Legislative Council mal the Governor who sands* 
nl sucli a measure, must be charged by posterity with their just shares of blame a1 
jù-^rmit <i ih ri.ai.m from their resfo’ciire duties ; let us, at least, hope that such* 
application of publie muuies, for private purposes, us proved by fuels, will nor 
rieur.
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The A et nf thi* Session, continuing an Act for establishing 

llmmei* •*! Correction, autlinriscd the application of one hundred 
,muds for renting a house, paying a keeper, and providing the slock

t
f materials requisite lor setting convicts to work. This essay to- 
■aril*un establishment, separate from the District Gaol, lias, of late 
i-ars, been very ' ahandoned ; and the lower part of the
niil Gaol, appropriated ns a House of Correction, from views of cco- 

mu, lias only tended In the increase of crimes,.by the communica- 
j,in, which this location facilitates, between the objects nf the corrcc- 

,,nul Police, and the more hardened inmates nf the Prison.
On the ldtli of February, Mr. Bcrthciot, seconded by Mr. Plnntf, 

Lved to resolve that, on the 15th of February, the House would go 
pto Compiittce to consider the expediency of establishing a pccunia- 
iallowance to be made to the Speaker and Members of the As- 
glibly. This motion was strenuously opposed, as contemplating a 
loasure contrary to the practice and spirit of the British Constitu- 
jon; but the united elforts of the English Members and the Cana- 
ian Placemen, could not at once defeat the motion. By obtaining, 
jpwever, a call ol (lie House for the 8th of March, they were able 
^rally their whole force and influence, and on that day, they suc- 
wdeu in throwing out the motion, by the usual vote of a postponc- 

lent till the 1st of August ftext.
|On the ‘Jlst of March, an important Bill, which afterwards became 

v, was passed for the regulation of the Police, within the Cities 
f Quebec and Montreal, and the Town of Three-Rivçrtb This Act

1
 remarkable as containing the first symptom of prospective policy in 
e Majority of the House of Assembly ; for it has a proviso, that, 
icnever the Inhabitants of any Village, consisting of not less than

I
irty inhabited houses within a space of fifteen acres square, shall 
tition the Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace for the 
istrict in which it may he situated, for the establishment of rcgula- 

i of Police, the Justices arc authorised and required to grant the 
jaycr of such Petition, by framing Rules and Orders, with proper 
its and penalties, and submitting the same for approval to the 
isticcs of the Court of King’s Bench, as provided in the same Act, 
ih respect to the Cities of Quebec and Montreal, and the Town of 
iree-Rivers.
The accounts of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown showed an 
irease of seven thousand pounds ; but the only appropriation* 
quired and sanctioned by Government, were four thousand pounds 
I replace the like sum advanced by Ilis Majesty for the erection of 
purt Houses, and two hundred pounds sterling, likewise advanced, 
rsuant to an Address of the House of Assembly, for the purchase 
Books, J chiejly French.

The Library of the House of Assembly, was this Session under consideration 
[Mr. Justice Panel, and other Members of a Special Committee, who classed the

C1-.B
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The Animal Vote liir printing the Journals of tliv Ilouse, win i,,,,. 
Session accompanied with an order to frmnv Indexes, to faiilitmtl 
reference to thv content* of the whole aeries, which luul now vxicn 
viI to tvn volumes.

Sonic differences of opinion ornirml hvtwvrn liolli 1 louse*, tliu| 
Session, vamiing thv loss ol a Hill introduce <1 liv Mr. Justice I ‘amt, 
to regulate the mode of granting the remedy under the Vreneli Ini 
called Il/nrficc d'Inventaire, which interested tlu- imtn(1|
of the Vountry.

On the .'Sill of April, the Lieutenant Governor gave the Royal U 
sent to eleven Acts, live of which were for the purpose ol contain, 
ing previous Acts, and all were for definite times, except that lorda. 
(nullifying Charles lia/tlisl? Hone, which was to continue in forcens 
til it should please Ilis Majesty to grant him his gracious pardon,and 
release him from the legal consequences of his conviction of eon»|*| 
racy to defraud Etienne Drouin.

It does not appear, from inspecting the Journals, that the brilliant! 
expectations of Ilia Excellency, from the labours of the AssemblJ 
were realized ; but it seems to Ituve been resolved by the Exécutât™ 
to pursue the laudatory strain. The closing Speech of the Eieuto 
ant Governor, avoiding all invidious distinctions between the confiai 
of the two Houses, ascribes to both an active and steady zeal /nj 
the general interests of the Province. Ilis Excellency expresses,it 
the warmest manner, his reliance on the beneficial influence of I 
Members in their several Counties during the recess, and points | 
the foundation of the prosperity and happiness of the Country, i 
ing upon Agriculture and Commerce, and secured by a correct i 
ministration of justice, under the free and protecting Institutions! 
the Mother Country, the benefit of which would be fully appréciai 
by the increasing intelligence of a loyal people.

Book*, soil ordered them to be preserved in portable cases, hnving the contras j 
eevh case marked on the outside : tho House passed Resolves, allowing the t 
the Library to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, the Executive and Lignin 
Councillors, Ac. ; which Resolve* were communicated to the Legislative Coi 
by Message, and thankfully received by that body.
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/
Jrt'iminary Iteinnrks on the temporising conduct nf the Administration, and 

the probtb’e ca me* u /' t h is conduct. lie un nf influential iml i vidua n< 1, 
Pie ednbtith ment uf a I.anded Aristocracy unit hereditary Tille* nf Honour 
in l/iwee ('limi ta- The (’terni/ Reserves. A/wculalion» in long Ixuirs oj 
l/intli unit Right », he ht in mortmain Hy Vannerie*. —Third Session. lieu - 
tenant Hovcrnor's Speech. Effect» n f liar in Europe on the Trade oj Cana- 
ila, Presentment* nf the (it and ,furie» of the District» of Quebec and Mon
trent, un the tut/ject of new Haut» and House i i^f Correction. Improvement 
uf the Militia l/iuii recommended by hi» Excellency. —Detpatch of lluii- 
ii eu recommended. -Tendency of the ContlUuliun to the formation of an 
Oligarchy, connected with the Executive. —The Home of Anembly report» 
in favour of new Haiti, fac.-State of the Provincial lie venue. Some 
french Canadian Placemen in favour of innovation».—Mr. Juitice Pa* 
eri’i project of abotiihing Interment in the Churchei of the Province. 
(bnvcyuurc of ’Traveller» by the Ma it re* de Po de at Ihit time controlled 
mlhthc ficililiei tyfforded by Steamboat i. — The Militia Law» amended. 
Scut nude of intercouru between the lxgi dative Council and the ltoute of 
Jiieinb/y. —Call of the Member» uf the Home of Attembly. - Agitation of the 
q nett ion of aboliihing the Slavery of Negrnet within the Province. -Tin* 
pintim superseded by the opinion of Chief Juitice Monk, in fuvour of the 
abnlulc freedom of all Verrue», while raiding in the Province. —Precau
tion* of the llouae of Anembly on the tubjcct of Hr anti of Toll». -Hill of 
Supply to Hit Mujculy. —Abortive attempt, on the part of Mr. Young, to es
tablish a Register Office.—HeJlecUom. —Propensity of the Majority to ex- 

| pentl the Public Money in translating English Precedenti into French. -End 
1 f the Session.—Fourth, or extraordinary Session of the Provincial Parha- 
I ment, held in consequence of the renewal of IVar in Europe.—Prompt attend
ance of the great Majority of the Members of the House of Assembly. - The 
Lieutenant Hovernor'i Speech to both Houses, read in the absence oj Mr. Papi
neau, without the usual salvo of previously ranting a Kill. Addret.e, in 
reply to the Lieutenant Hovernor'i Speech. -■ Unanimity and ilcipatch of the 
llouic of Asicmbly in passing the Hills for the renewal of the Acts for the 

i bitter preservation of His Majesty' sHovernmeut and the Régulation of Aliens. 
—Differences on the Hill from the legislative Council, making it the duty 

| of Romish and other Parish Priest» to read Acts of Parliament, Proclama- 
| (mill, &c. —Hill for the Regulation of Volunteers, introduced by Mr. Papi- 
| neau, rejected by the Legislative Council.—End of the Seision. —The effect* 
of the renewal of the IVar in Europe up in the Commerce of the Canada*.— 

j Progress of Industry and Internal Trade ascribed chiefly to external and

n
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fortuitous causes—Anti commercial System of the Assemb’y in trxhii* I 
chandise forait purposes. -This System deters the Executive from pr p A 
ing Internal Improvements— 1 ifth Session of the Third Provincial I'm kT 
ment—His Excellency' < Speech ; its, recmime/dati >rs. and Cummoiip ;MI 
eulogiums on the Legislative Bodies. — The Address of the Legislative Oiin.1 
ci! not the usual echo to h is Excellency's Speech, and differing in thii r(.l 
sped from that of the House of Assemb'y. — The Hou e chief y occupai J 
the question of building new Cauls, and on the means of preen ting ,,co.| 
dents by Fite in Quebec and Montreal.—Abortive attempt to establish onnj.1 
ditional Judge and Court Term for the District of Three- Hi vers. —Stall /I 
the Provincial He venue and Expenditure. —Progress of Population and f»*l 
mcrce in Upper Canada.—Important Presentment of the Grand Jury fliA 
District of Montreal, recommending an Assessment to defray the experut;:l 
building a Gaol f,r that Distric'. — Characteristic Treatment of that jV:.l 
senlmenl by the French Canadian Majority of the House of AssemVyA 
Tlif'Quhrum of the House reduced for the remainder of the Session to Tntk\ 
Members.—Pill for amending the Ordinance for the prevention of tmJ
dents by Fire__Causes of its rejection in the Legislative Council.—Rcj.ttl
lions on the well founded jealousy of the other Branches of the Legiilatu 
with respect to the Systematic Policy of the Assemb'y in replacing pen 
nent by temporary Arts. —The Legislative Council objects to the appoiiAmvl 
of Commissi osiers by Bill to treat on Financial matters with Upper Canai 
—Conduct of the Majority of the House of Assembly on the subject all 
Grant solicited from the Crown for the scite of the District Gaol in M,i 
treat.—Important question as to the Peligious Rights of Presbyterians i 

* loower Canada, excited by the opinion expressed by the Chief Justices/ll 
Province in the Court of Appeals.—Claims of Presbyterian Congrcgati.i 
in connection with the National Church of Scotland.—Supply to his ilcjt 
ty this Session.—Act for the Inspection of Beef and Pork.— Number of .is 
passed.—F.nd of this Session, and of the Third Provincial l'arliama.lX 
Reflection on Grievances, real and imaginary.

In our last Chapter, we touched upon the temporising Policy of i! 
present Administration. The Members of the Executive were gent 
rally advanced in years ; and the few English comprised in it, bavin] 
been foiled in every effort to introduce the spirit of British Legitli 
tion into the practice of the Constitution, now appear to have turn! 
their attention to the improvement or repair of their private fo 
leaving the Country to vegetate like an unweeded ga)den. That 1 
tion of the Constitutional Act, which authorised His Majesty to ad| 
hereditary titles of honour to the office of Legislative Councillor,! 
long fixed the attention of some individuals ambitious of founding 1 
milies ; and the French Law of Substitution or Entail, restricted i 
the third generation, was chosen as the first means of securing lij 
fortunes of descendants, till the course of events should facilitate l 
introduction of the English Law of Primogeniture, so well calculate! 
for establishing a landed aristocracy on a stable foundation. Ana
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portant instance of the employment of the Wench Law of Substitution, 
with the view of founding a family, is that of the late Honourable 
Henry Caldwell, who entailed one of his Seigniories upon his grand
son. On the other hand, those w ho had obtained large Grants of the 
Waste Lands of the Crown under the English Tenure, looked forward 
to the period when, agreeably to the spirit of the ninth Section of the 
Act IL Geo. III. cap. 83, the English Laws of Descent, and conse
quently the right of Primogeniture, should he introduced into the Town- 
ibipi of Lower Canada. Not only, therefore, were the applicants for 
Township Lands animated with views of immediate interest, but like
wise with the hope of establishing an Aristocracy at a future day ; 
and, as many of them entered into the composition of the Govern
ment, they naturally expected to render the duties and expenses of 
Settlement almost nominal, or at all events capable of being trans
ferred as a burthen upon those who might purchase a portion of their 
Lands. The Clergy, secured in one seventh of the Township Lands, 
equally looked forward to the performance of Settlement Duties by 
means of their Lessees ; and as the Lots were scattered systematic
ally, no improvement in Roads throughout those Lands could take 
place, without encreasing the value of the Clergy Reserves. The en
virons of the Cities and Boroughs likewise, under the present Laws 
and Establishments of the Country, afforded opportunities for specu
lation to persons possessing some influence in the Executive and Le
gislative Departments. The Lands and Rights, and even Servitudes, 
of the Religious Communities of Nuns, permitted to exist in Quebec, 
Montreal and Three-Rivers, were obtained on long Leases of ninety- 
nine years, and turned to account by ingenious Speculators; in whose 
hands a mere right to establish a Fishery was converted to that of erect
ing Wharves and Buildings, fus^ for the use of the Lessee, and after 
the end of the long Lease, to revert to the Lessor ; and thus to perpe
tuate the wealth and importance cf those anomalous Institutions.

After those preliminary notices, calculated to account for the apa
thy with which influential individuals looked upon the defects and vi
ces of the Constitution, we proceed to review the events of the Third 

J Session of the Third Provincial Parliament. It was opened on the 
Sth February, 1803, by the Lieutenant Governor, with a gracious 
Speech from the Throne, addressed to both Houses, which began 
with congratulations upon the ratification of the Definitive Treaty of 
Peace between his Britannic Majesty, the French Republic and other 
Powers. This event, contrary to all theory and past experience, was 
asserted to be fraught with Commercial benefits to Canada.* His

* It is chiefly when Britain is engaged in War that the Commercial resources 
of the Canadas are drawn forth and encouraged, by the wants of the Mother Coun- 

j try. To War alone, or to the prospective Policy of preparing for its exigencies, 
lisve the Canadas been indebted for the extent of their Trade, more particularly in 

1 brain, Lumber and Provisions. To the same event and policy they owe the bene
fits arising from the great expenditure of British Revenue in Public Works ; and,
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Excellency next alluded to Presentments from the Grand Juries o[ 
Quebec and Montreal respectively, demonstrating tilt- insufficiency uf 
their Gaols, and the urgent necessity of establishing Houses of Cor. 
rection in those Cities, for the use of their extensive Districts. A 
provision for those important objects was urged upon their immediate 
attention ;and His Excellency enlarged upon the duty of the Legisla
ture to use means for the effectual application of the l aws to the cor
rection of minor offences, as being eventually not less important to 
public morals and the peace of society, than the punishment of flagrant 
crimes. The continuation and improvement of the Militia Acts were 
next recommended. After promising to order Statements of the Ci. 
viTExpenditure of the past year, and of the Provincial Revenue of 
the Crown, to be laid before the Assembly, his Excellency, address, 
ing both Houses, recommended a continuance of the zeal wljjch, he 
was pleased to say, had been manifested by them in the previous Ses
sion for the public welfare, ending his Speech by recommending des
patch of Business, as the obvious means of enabling them speedily to 
return to the occupations and comforts of their respective private sta
tions. The Addresses of both Houses w ere echoes to the Speech, 
promising attention to the objects recommended, with compliments to 
Ill's Excellency in return for his expressions of unqualified approba
tion of their previous conduct.

It is, however, remarkable, and in apparent contradiction to this 
last recommendation, that Mr. Justice Debonnc proposed, instead of 
meeting daily as previously practised, that the House of Assembly 
should meCCon Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays; and that, though 
this proposal was not formally sanctioned, ttys House, during this 
Session, did notf actually, on the average, meet oftener than three 
times a wrcek. *

On the 11th of February, the House proceeded to take into consi
deration, the Speech of His Excellency ; Mr. McGill and Mr. Jut- 
lice Debonnc taking the lead in proposing Committees on different 
subjects; and on the 16th of February, the House in Committee, re

in this respect, the Colonies of Great Britain, on this Continent, have advantage 
(luring War exceeding those of neutral Countries, which are subjected to the plun
der and vexations of all the Belligerents, on various pretences.

• This may be ascribed to the wish of the Judges and other Placemen, that 
their legislative diides should not interfere with their judicial avocations ; thi y na
turally considered fjwir presence in the House, essentially calculated to promote the 
jviews of the Admimytration, and correctness in legislative proceedings, which the 
less informed character of many of the Members was inadequate to supply. This 
proposal likewise proves the tendencyctif the Government towards an Oligarchy, 
being the only form under the present Constitution, which could prevent the comjitlt 
ascendancy of the French Canadians,"as alteady mentioned in our first Chapter; and 
we may here remark, that the frequent çhanges of Governors, and the vicissitudes 
of peace and war, together with other circumstances, render an Oligarchy imprar- 
ticable in the subordinate Government of Lower Canada, without the expenditure 
of money for conciliating the Members of the popular Blanch, which would render 
it burthensome to the supreme Government.
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ported in favour.of new Gaols and Houses of Correction, for tlie 
Districts of Quebec and Montreal, and a Special Committee was ap
pointed to enquire into the fittest places for their erection within 
those Cities, and into the expenses likely to attend the building of 
the same. j

On the 18th of February, a Message xvas received from Ilis Ex
cellency, accompanying Statements of the Provincial Revenue and 
Expenditure. The former, having been increased by the amount of 
arrears of Territorial Revenue, exceeding six thousand pounds, was 
this year above thirty-two thousand pounds currency, or nearly thirty 
thousand pounds sterling, while the abstract of warrants granted for 
the public service, including the quota of duties payable to the Pro
vince of Upper Canada, amounting to eleven hundred and seventy- 
two pounds currency, was thirty-seven thousand and eight pounds 
seventeen shillings and six pence sterling. The expenses of the Le
gislative Council, for the past year, were eight hundred and forty- 
seven pounds nineteen shillings and two pence, and for the House of 
Assembly, twelve hundred and fifty-one pounds four shillings and 
four pence, together, two thousand and ninety-nine pounds threfr" 
shillings and six pence currency. Of the whole expenditure, about 
twenty thousand pounds sterling were for salaries and other expenses 
of the Civil Government ; three thousand, pounds for Pensions and 
Allowances ; and the rest for advances towards the building of Court
houses and Bridges, and the support of other local Establishments.

We find the late Mr. Justice Panel, this Session, zealous to intro
duce improvements, bearing upon the health and morals of the com
munity, and suggested to his intelligent mind by the progress of sci
ence. On the tilst of February, lie brought in a Bill “ for prevent
ing the burial of the Dead in the Churches of this Province, and in the 
Church-yards and Burying-places within the walls of the Towns of 
Quebec and MontrealThis measure excited much clamour among 
those adverse to every innovation, however judicious; but though not 
passed into a law, its spirit now prevails, and burials in Churches are 
chiefly confined to the interment of Romish Priests and Nuns, who 
are to be considered, in some degree, as separated in life and death 
from the rest of the community.

In consequence of Petitions from persons employed under license 
for the conveyance of Travellers by land, a Bill was introduced, giv
ing a more ample allowance to Maitrcs de Poste, by which, at some 
seasons of the year, five pounds would have been the total fare from 
Quebec to Montreal, and vice versa ; that is to say. about seven pence 
per mile, exclusive of subsistence; but the Legislature very properly 
confined itself to a continuance of previous Acts on this subject ; and 
when afterwards the Maitrcs de Poste became restive, several enter
prising individuals, of English origin, established covered carriages, 

[running weekly between Quebec and Montreal, furnishing such spee
dy conveyance and good entertainment to Travellers, at reasonable

V



rates, as greatly increased the intercourse, by land, between Quebec 
and Montreal, and the intermediate places. Hereafter, we shall have 
occasion to notice the introduction of Steam-navigation, by Mr. Mol. 
soy, which has now reduced the expense of conveyance by water on 
the communication between Quebec and Montreal, to the lowest 
charges, on which a person undertaking the journey by land, on foot, 
would inevitably be subjected. *

The principal subject of discussion this Session, was the improve- 
ment of the Militia Laws; and an Act was passed, which, if duly 
executed, would have tendered tnat species of force much better nre- 
pared for the defence of the Province, titan it was found to he at the 
commencement of the late year between Great Britain and the United 
States.

This Session is remarkable for a chtfnge in the previous mode of | 
intercourse between both Houses, evincing no small jealousy between 
the Legislative Council and the House of Assembly, and a stricter 
connection between the former Branch and the Executive, than had 
previously existed. Till this period, Messages from the House of As
sembly to the Legislative Council, had been carried by two Member! 
of the former body ; and, from the latter to the former, by one Mem
ber ; hut this Session, Committees of Conference agreed, and it wai 
afterwards resolved by each Branch, that Messages from the Legisla
tive Council should be sent by an Officer of the Crown, of the rank 
of Master in Chancery, and that Messages from the Assembly, should 
be sent to the Legislative Council^ by one Member of thq Assembly.

The House and its-.Committees haying been repeatedly adjourned | 
for waqt of the ordinary quorums for the transaction of business, be
ing seventeen for the House, and three for Committees, a call of.tliel 
House was ordered in the most peremptory form, for the 4 th of March; 
when several Members returned to their legislative duty, arid ten 
were absent. While Great Britain enjoyed peace, the French Cana
dian I.capers, at this time, did not expect to increase the importance ai 
the Nation Canadienne, by their presence in the House of Assembly, 
and when, in consequence of the order of the Speaker, Mr. Joseph 
Papineau, Member for the County of Montreal, was brought to Que
bec in custody of the Serjeant at Arms, we find him petitioning for 
a release from his legislative duties, which, after much discussion, was 
granted for ^he present Session.

During every Session of the Legislature, the House of Assembly 
had been agitated on the question of the existence of Slavery of Ne
groes within the Province; and this Session, on the 1st of Mardi), 
Mr. James Cuthbert, seconded by Mr. Justice I’anet, brought in a 

> * '
* Raftsmen anti common Labourers, as well as Emigrants, can now bwgOniejfl 

from Quebec to. Montreal, for two dollars each, or I jii. per mile, ajyKometimn 
from the spirit of competition in the owners of Steam-boats, at.ttffee farthin't*p 
mile, as deck passengers: this afl'ords such a striking contrast, that our readers 
doubtless excuse us for antîCfpàtihg the regular progress of events.
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Iiill to remove all doubts respecting Slavery within this Province, anil 
for other purposes. This measure was not persevered in, being con- 

| Videred unnecessary, from the decided manner in which the Chief 
Justice of Montreal had declared that the Criminal Law of England, 
established in the l’rovince by the Quebec Act, and the Habeas Cor
pus Act of Canada, might be so construed as to destroy all rights 
of property in Slaves in Lower Canada. There was, besides, no cir
cumstance of climate or species of cultivation in the Province, which 
justified the continuation of Slavery ; and it was very proper that, as 
in England, every human being who may touch the soil of the Colo
nies of Great Britain, on the Continent of North America, should be 
forthwith recognised as free, without prejudice to private contracts of 
service.

We find, this Session, the first application for authority to-erect a 
I Bridge over the Montmorcnci, and exact a Toll ; and a Bill for this 
purpose was introduced by Mr. James Cuthbert ; but little progress 

I was made; and we shall hereafter find that the House became 
I cautious, and ordered several preliminary enquiries to be made, and 
[public notices to be given of the objects of such applications, before 
1 taking them into consideration.

On the 9th and 11 th of March, several Members obtained leave of 
[absence ; and occasional adjournments, for want of a quorum, took 
■place during the remainder of this Session. \

On the 14th of- March, a Bill for a Supply to His Majesty, was 
[introduced, amending the Act 35, Geo. III., and increasing the dû
mes on Licenses which it imposed ; but this measure was not perse
vered in ; and the House merely passed another Bill to replace ad
vances made by His Majesty for the building of Court-houses, 

mounting to six thousand pounds, to be taken from the unappropri
ated produce of the duties levied by the permanent Acts 35, Geo. 
[II., Caps. 8 and 9, and 41, Geo. III., Cap 14.

On the 1st of April, Mr. Young introduced a Bill for EnVegistcr—
; certain Deeds, and Certificates of Deeds affecting Real Property, 

[ranted by His Majesty in Free and Common Soccage ;—but this at- 
lenipt to obtain a Register Act, completely tailed ; and, aftcj^repeat
ed endeavours in the House of Assembly, and the actual passage of 

j similar Bill in the Legislative Council in‘the year 18‘25, this Pro
vince remains unprotected from the accumulating evils of mortgage 
pw/.t, and secret transfers of property.

On the same day, an Address was voted to His Excellency, to be 
jccompanied with plans and estimates for the erection-of Gaols and 
[ouses of Correction for the Cities and Districts of Quebec and 
lontreal, praying that Ilis Excellency would, in behalf of His Ma- 
[sty, grant the necessary lots of ground for the suites of those 
wildings; to which Address, a favorable answer was received from 
[is Excellency, who was pleased to say, that he would take every,

K
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measure which depended upon him to advance the objects proposed.
On the 9th of April, the propensity of the Majority to accumulate 

expenses, by translating English Laws into French, was evinced hy 
a resolve to apply the sum of two hundred pounds to the translation 
of the Lex Parliamentaria. The Lieutenant Governor was induced 
to acquiesce in this measure ; but, tvhen the House of Assembly, al a 
future time, voted a much larger sum for the translation into French 0/ 
the voluminous work of HatselUs Precedents, His Honour, President 
Dunn, deemed it expedient to check this propensity, by re,'using to make 
the advances before provision should be made for the expense, by an 
Act of the Legislature.

The business of this Session was much interrupted by the absence 
of Members ; hut the French Canadians took care to be sufficiently 
strong in the House, to defeat all attempts at innovation cm the Laws 
and Customs of the Province, being equally regardless of the examples 
of improvement held forth by the course of Legislation in France, 
England, the United States of America, and Upper Canada.

After having voted considerable sums for the yearly increasing ex
penses of the Assembly, the House, on the 14th of April, was com
manded to attend His Excellency in the Legislative Council Chamber, 
where the Speaker appeared, accompanied with only seventeen Mem
bers. The Royal Assent was given to six Acts, already alluded to 
in the course of our preceding remarks ; and His Excellency closed 
the Session with a Speech containing the usual topics of praise for 
past conduct, and pleasing anticipations for the future.

The treaty of Amiens, on the conclusion of which, Lieutenant 
Governor Milites had so recently congratulated the Parliament of 
Lower Canada, was soon found to be only a hollow truce between 
France and England, during which, Napoleon Bonaparte was un
ceasingly occupied with schemes of unprincipled ambition, more con
nected with the Aggrandizement of himself and his relations, tlun 
with the happiness of the thoughtless and infatuated Frenchmen, who 
had suffered themselves to be harnessed to the triumphal car of this 
Corsican adventurer. The rapid extension of the effects of his am
bition, in Italy and Switzerland, was accompanied by such taunts and 
insults to England, that a rupture became inevitable ; and, in the 
month of May, His Majesty recommenced war, with a more general 
support from the British Parliament and Nation, than had been expe
rienced since the period of the conquest of Canada, in the Adminis
tration of the elder Pitt.

Official intelligence of the war between Great Britain and tbt| 
French, and the Batavian Republics, having reached Quebec in July, 
1803, the same was communicated by Proclamation ; and in virtut| 
of a section of the Militia Act, the Provincial Parliament, whi 
stood prorogued till the 24th of Au^üst, was summoned to meet,Jt 
the despatch of business, on the 2d of the same month.

This extraordinary Session was opened by Lieutenant Govern1

I VI.-]
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VII.] of lower canada. f>7
Sir Robert Shore Milites, with aihort Speech, announcing the com
mencement of hostilities, and recommending the renewal of the ex
pired Acts for the regulation of Aliens, and for the better preserva
tion of His Majesty’s Government.

The promptitude with which the great Majority of the Members 
of the Mouse of Assembly repaired to Quebec for the public service, 
was a topic of eulogium in the Official Gazette ; and the Addresses of 
both Houses to His Excellency, were replete with sentiments of loy
alty and patriotism.

The zeal of the Majority was so great, that the accustomed salvo 
of privilege was omitted ; and, without waiting for the introduction 
and reading of any Bill, the Speaker was requested, immediately af
ter the return of the House, to report Ilis Excellency’s Speech, which 
being done, a Committee of five Members was appointed to frame the 
Address in reply.*

The utmost unanimity prevailed in passing the temporary Acts al
luded to in His Excellency’s Speech; but even this short Session of 
ten days affords some specimens of opposition to the Executive, and 
differences between the Legislative Council and the House of As
sembly. The increase of new Laws bearing upon the public duties 
0! an uneducated Population, whose plea of ignorance could not al
ways be cqui‘ably rejected, induced.the Government to devise more 

I suitable means than the press, for the communication of Laws to the 
! unlettered Peasantry ; and, at the suggestion of the Executive, the 
Legislative Council passed a Bill, entitled “ A n Act for the more am
ple publication of certain Acts of the Provincial Parliament,” by which 
it was enacted, that all Rectors, Curates, or other Priests nr Ministers 
of the several Parishes or Churches of this Province, shall publicly 
read after Divine Service in the morning, at the Presbytère or other 
usual places, where the legal assemblies of each I arish are held, all 
Jets and Proclamations, or any part thereof, when and so often as they 
or eithrr of them shall be thereunto required by the Governor, Lieute
nant Governor, Sfc. ; and, for this purpose, it was further enacted, that 
all such persons should be f urnished, by the Clerk of the Legislative 
Council, with copies of the Laws passed at each Session of the I fo- 
uncial Parliament.

When this Bill on the 8th August was moved to a second reading 
[in the House of Assembly, Mr. Papineau, who abhorred the measure, 
os being calculated to facilitate the extension of the influence of the Ex
ecutive over the Romish Priests, and, through them, over the Constita-

* Mr, Joseph Papineau, who had absented himself during the previous Sessions, 
00k the oaths and his seat on the 3d of August ; and his name appears on the same 
lay as one of the Messengers sent to His Excellency to learn when he would he 
ileased to receive the House with its Address. We may here remark, that the at- 
endance of Members was considered of such consequence, that the names of those 
rAo had performed their public duties were ordered to be recorded in the Journals of 
ytt House, being in all thirty-seven.
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bill, ns in tin* vvlvbrntvil case of lliv llniul Art in lliv yrnr 17li.ri, i!iv 
friends of the Ailministrntinn rnlliril tbrii Forces, restored the Prient», 
mill tin- Hill was finally passed on the l()tb of August, wit bout imivml. 
nirnf.

Another measure, recommended by Ilis 1 Acrllvncy, wns lhr rn. 
courngcment nml discipline ol .stu b Corps of Men ns should voluntn- 
rily offer their services for the defence of their Towns mid Const», or 
for the gcncrnl defence of this Province during the present Wnr. A 
Hill for this purpose wns introduced by Mr. Pnpincnn, interfering with 
tlint complete eontroul of Militia nrrnngements wltieli the Liw 
hnd invested in the (îovernor ; nml ns the meiimre did not iipprnr 
enleulnted to extend the powers of the Executive, the Hill pnssril by 
the Assembly, niter some unsuccessful efforts to render it iiceeptiiltlr, 
wns not proceeded upon in the Legislative Council before the Proro
gation, which took place on the I lib of August, I,S().‘t.

The closing Speech of His Excellency to both I louses n< knowhdgvil 
the alacrity with which they hnd provided for the primary object* ol 
his recommendation ; alluded to the Into successes of His Majesty's 
Arms in the West Indies, ns being events connected with the se
curity of the Province; nml finally intimated to the Members the im
portance of their unremrtted exertions, in such times, to disseminate 
throughout the Colony those principles of loyalty by which tiny 
appeared to have been actuated.

During the recess, the effects of the Wnr, carried on with vigour, 
wns extensively felt, in the cncrcnscd demand for Urn in, Flour, Pro
visions, Lumber, nml other articles of Canadian Produce in the llri- 
fish Markets ; nil which were admitted for Home Consumption, Duly 
free, with the exception of Grain, Flour, Furs and Peltries, which paid 
moderate Duties. Shipbuilding, which hnd been gradually augment
ing at Quebec, was soon destined to be commenced at Montreal; 
and, being a branch of Industry which can be exercised during the 
long Canadian Winter, it wns ns much recommended by this circum
stance of continual employment, ns by the scope which it afforded to 
the clearance of Lands, by the internal demand lor Timber thus crat
ed. As being connected also with the encouragement to clear Lands, 
we should mention the enereasing manufacture of Pot and Pearl Ashes, 
of which articles above a thousand tons were this year exported from 
Quebec to the Ports of Great Britain. The Trade of the Country, 
Inland and Foreign, augmented bv the demand caused by flic Warm 
Europe, had obtained no direct cncourage.mcnt from the Local (ior- 
ernment and Legislature ; on tbv contrary, it will appear that the Mf 
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LwtiHcrcinl system of taxing Merchandize fiir every sprues - / I'nhliib 
Kxitendititrc, stigmatising Commerce as the cause of the enc uase of 
L rn,I,-, mill necessitating the erect ion of Court houses, Cauls, Houses of 
('metimu Hospitals, .Sc. Such conduct and misrepresentation, 
III,ailed « . ’ cuts to (lie simple and negative virtues of the
)|,,,|iling Peasantry, could not fail to please the great body of lilec- 
lois, and to insure the re-election of the same Members, giving a com- 
flexion ilreiilcil/i) French, Feudal anil Anti-commercial to the Legist a - 
inn of Lower Canada, and finally deterring liis Ma jest if s flepre- 
rillative mid the Inhahitants <f llriltsh origin from agitating am/ 
censure* of improvement in the Lower House, cr^ept when forced to 
iso In/ the wants of an increasing Fopulalion, and the importunities 
f the Inhahitants of Upper Canada and the adjoining States ; whose 
i’liniiuirciid relations with Lower Cumula rei/uircd the facilities of 
W Roads, Hridges, Canals, the improvement of Rivers, anil the 

tuns nf Conveyance hy Land and by Water,
The Fifth and last. Session of the Third Provincial Parliament was 

ipcnctl on the 10th February, 1804, by the Lieutenant Governor, 
phase Speech, us usual, begun with business and ended with compli
ant, breathing acknowledgments for past and expectation of future 
ptaticcs of duty and loyalty. 1 lis Excellency ascribed to both 
liiiitc* uncommon anxiety to continue the Acts revived last Session, 
grille regulation of Aliens anil the better preservation of His Majcs- 
]t> Government : and lie reminded them of the expiring Act for the 
llicl" of Insane Persons and the support of Foundlings, referring to 
fcc beneficial effects of that Immune Law during an experience of 
pur years. Alluding to the repeated occurrence of Accidents by 
Ire, liis Excellency expressed a hope thnt this Session would not pass 
k without some provision for their prevention or for restraining their 
Isustrous effects, stating farther that, in consequence of the ilcstruc- 
jpn of the Gaol of Montreal hy one of those accidents, he had been 
Tbliged to give directions lor such reparation of the ruins as might 
trve as a temporary Prison, the expense of w hich would he laid be- 

tliem. Addressing the House of Assembly, his Excellency next 
^tiiised Statements of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown, and 

the Civil Expenditure of the past year ; after which, address- 
; both Houses, lie attempted to excite their emulation, by referring 

i the important advantages of unanimity and energy, exhibited in 
! public alfalrs of the Parent State. Pledging himself to perform 

> part, His Excellency ended liis Speech with the most earnest rc- 
bmmcnilation of unanimity and vigour in the despatch of the public 
pines*.
I Hie Address of the Legislative Council, though expressed in re- 
ft'tlul language, was nut that echo to the Speech which was usually 
P" ; it was brief, and alluded, in general terms only, to the rccom- 
tndations contained in the Spcceh , and the spirit of this composi-

56570^
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lion seemed calculated to deprecate the style in which llis Excel In} 
mingled eulogium of the past with brilliant anticipations of the 
on every occasion of meeting the Legislature.

The Address of the House of Assembly was a perfect echo tn ||J 
Speech, containing promises of unanimity, zeal, and despatch, 
were very imperfectly performed.

-Before the Speaker was permitted, however, to report the SpeedJ 
the Majority took care to resume the salvo of privilege omitted iiiilJ 
Fourth Session ; and leave was accordingly granted to Mr. BertheloJ 
to bring in a Bill to continue “ an Act for es'ablishing Regulation 
respecting Aliens and certain Subjects of His Majesty who have rmJ 
ed in France, coming into this Province, or residing therein'—whid| 
became a Law without any material debate or discussion. The <
temporary Acts recommended to be continued by His Excellency, J 
matter of course, and other expiring Laws were duly renewed.

1

The means to be devised for the prevention of Accidents by Fid 
and the discussions on the mode in which the expense of erecting j 
Gaol in Montreal, together with the choice of a fit spot for its 
tion, were the subjects that chiefly produced debates, and called 
the peculiarities of the ambition of the Majority. This Session isil 
so remarkable for the first attempt to establish the Corporation, 
ed afterwards the Trinity House of Quebec, for the better régulât» 
of Pilots and Shipping, and for the improvement of the Navigation 
the St. Lawrence; but this measure was postponed, as being less 
gent than others, which came home to the business and bosoms of 
Majority. An attempt was also made this Session, by the llepi 
sentatives of the Borough of Three-Rivers, to have its Courts of 
tice on a more extensive scale, with two Sedentary Judges, insti 
of one, and four Court Terms, instead of two ; and very plausible 
guments for this extension were found in the encreasing Populati 
and Commerce of that Borough and District, and in the expected 
gress of the new Townships. This measure was, however, oppi 
with success, by the Attorney-General, Mr. Sewell, who appeau 
have doubted thf progress of the settlement of the Townships underl 
influence of French Law and of the late arrangements oj the Le 
Board. Leave of absence having been granted to William Sm, 
Esq., Master in Chancery, a second Officer of that rank was appoii 
ed by tl}e Lieutenant Governor, in the person of Charles Deltry, 
and this new appointment of an Officer, to whose other duties was 
inched that of carrying Messages from the Legislative Council to 
Assembly, was communicated to the latter Body by one of its Mi 
hers, the Honourable dames M'Gill, an Executive Councillor, and 
objection to this new appointment was made by the Majority.

On the 9th of March, the Honourable Mr. M'Gill present 
Message from His Excellency, accompanying Statements of the 
vincial Revenue of the Crown, and the Expenditure for the yearei
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k] OF LOWER CANADA.

1 the 5th of January, 180J, which Message was read, all the Mem- 
its standing uncovered, agreeably to the etiquette of the British 
louse of Commons on similar occasions. The amount of the He- 
enue was thirty-two thousand two hundred and seventy six pounds, 
urrency, and that of the expenditure, thirty-six thousand eight hun- 
Ired and seventy-one pounds sterling, or about forty-one thousand 
ounds currency ; and we may here remark, that the excess ot the ex- 
bndilare over the Revenue, had always hern defrayed by the British 
Government, without, in a single instance, urging the House of As- 
totality to male good the deficit. The amount of Drawbacks of Duties 

i which Upper Canada was this year entitled, was one thousand 
jirce hundred and forty pounds sterling, showing a decided increase 

i the consumption of dutiable articles in that Province, whose popu- 
jlfbn was now augmenting by emigration from Scotland, under the 

ispices of the enterprising, though singularly unfortunate, Earl of 
Jclkirk ; whose eventful undertakings must hereafter be frequently 
Mentioned, as having been the means of enforcing the attention of 
le British Government to the state of the Canadas.
[On,the 10th of March, the Lieutenant Governor communicated to 

: Assembly, by a written Message, a statement of the expenditure 
r a temporary Prison in Montreal, amounting to six hundred and 
(ton pounds currency, accompanied by a Presentment of the Grand 
pry of that City and District, addressed to the Justices of His Ma
ny's Court of King’s Bench. This latter Document is of such im- 

brtance, with respect to the financial principle which it supports, 
kat we deem it expedient to make a few extracts from it, and to give 
Ie names of the subscribing Jurors, the MajoHty of whom were un- 
uestionably the richest, best informed, and most respectable persons 
[longing to the City and District of Montreal. The Grand Jurors, 
kving stated in their Presentment the absolute necessity of a speedy 
ovision for a permanent Gaol and House of Correction, suitable to 
! growing wants of the increasing population of that large District, 
ceed as follows:—

1“ No question can therefore arise upon the subject, but as to the 
lmode of making Provision for the expense to bé incurred ; aryd on 
J dus head, they conceive there is no impropriety in the Grand Jury 
expressing their sentiments.

1 “ They hold it as a general principle, to be economical and wise, 
[that the expense of local objects should be defrayed by local means. 
1“ An Assessment upon the District of Montreal, for a Gaol ar.d 
[ House of Correction, cannot possibly be burthensome to the Inhabi
tants thereof, and is, in our opinion, the proper means to be re
ported to, on the occasion.
1“ The uniform practice of the Mother Country, in this respect, 
jtuAerc the subject of Finance, both general and local, is thoroughly 
Junderstood, not only sanctions, but strongly recommends this mea-
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“ sure ; and it will he wise to he guided hi/ her experience of the 
“ lari/ effects whiih have resulted Ji <m sueh a system!'

The virmul Jurors, after alluding to the alarming increase of enmd 
within their large and central District, and to the late destructif 
fires which had taken place, finish their 1’resentment, by stating tij 
necessity of an Act, fur the purpose of strengthening the hands 
the Magistrates of Montreal, for the prevention of accidents hi/ ft

The names of the subscribers to this important Document, dattji 
Montreal, the 10th of September, 1 SOS, are / s. Gu/j, James Z)toi/o,| 
J. Bout hilt icr, J. G. Delisle, J. M. Mondelct, Ls. Chaboillez, Ja\ 
Ogilvie, M. Kay,J. Ilervieux, John Blackwood, Junr., Joseph />J 
bisher, John AlcKindlay, Mee. Blondeau, John Lilly, Gab. InA 
chère, II. Cruikshank, St. Geo. Dupre, John Richardson, Fran-gA 
Dcsrivicres, James Caldxvcll, J. P. Lcprohon.

The Financial doctrine contained in this Presentment, was so cm-l 
trary to the views of the Majority of the House of Assembly, thattl 
was not treated with the regard which it deserved ; and, though i 
contained important matter on the subject of accidents by fire, i 
was not ordered to be referred to the Committee appointed, alxurj 
this time, to bring in a Bill for the prevention of such accidents,- 
This Presentment, however, was employed to influence the appruachut 
Election, as containing a Doctrine revolting to the penurious habits j 
the Peasantry, who found in it an extension of the principles of mJ 
Road Act, which frst laid a contribution on their labour for /cal 
improvement.

We return to the events of the Session, by stating that the abscratl 
of Members, for Electioneering and other purposes, had, on the It’ll 
of March, so much reduced the number of those present, that irJ 
quorum for the remainder of the Session was, by the casting vote A 
the Speaker, ordered to he Twelve Members.

The same day, the Bill for amending the Ordinance and Act forprel 
venting Accidents by Fire, was committed ; and some progress liavim 

*been reported, leave was obtained for the Committee to sit ngai 
This very important Bill, having been much modified in its pass 
through the House, by the Majority, who were not inclined to g 
any encouragement to proprietors covering their buildings with Tin ami 
Iron, instead of Shingles, was amended in the Legislative Council 
for the purpose of such encouragement ; and, after a conference btl 
tween the Houses on the disputed points, the measure was laid aside j 
nor has the yearly increasing importunity of the Cities of Quebecrf 
Montreal yet succeeded in obtaining any amendment of the OrdirunA 
and Act for preventing Accidents by Fire. The endeavours ol ihf 
Citizens for this purpose have been the more weakly seconded t 
the Executive; because the ambition of the Alajority of the Housed 
Assembly, had now declared war against all permanent Acts; and, i 
the question whether a temporary Act could suspend a permao
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Act beyond -me period of the existence of such temporary Act, had 
I not been settled (as it may now be considered from the revival of the 

old Militia Laws in this present year 1827) the Government, as will 
I hereafter appear, was extremely cautious in calling for the exercise 
of the Powers of the House of Assembly, which were generally ein- 

\ ployed by the Majority to encroach upon I Its Majesty's Prerogatives, 
and cramp the operations of the Executive.

The conduct of the Majority now began to interfere with that spirit 
I of compromise which had previously existed ; and the Legislative 
Council, in self-defence, began to scrutinise the pretentions of the 
Assembly, with that legal acuteness which the composition of the 
Council enabled it to bring to such questions. This present Session, 
when the Assembly had sent up for concurrence, a Hill appointing 

I Commissioners to meet Commissioners to be appointed by Upper Ca
nada, on the division of Revenue, which Bill contained the names of 

[the proposed Commissioners, the Council amended it by investing the 
| nomination and appointment of the Commissioners in the Governor, 
\c inside ring them as a kind of diplomatic mission to be regulated agree- 
lady to the analogies of the treaty making power, inherent in the Crown. 
IA long and interesting conference took place between both Houses 
[on this subject ; when the Managers for the Assembly attempted to 

establish a distinction between Missions on questions of Revenue, and 
Initiions for General and International purposes. The influence of 
■the mercantile interest, the practice hitherto followed, and the ur- 
jgency of the measure, prevailed on the Council to withdraw its 
■amendment, not, however, without protesting against this concession 
ueing drawn into precedent ; and the Bill received the Royal Assent 
I at the end of the Session.

With a view to call in question the Territorial Prerogative of the 
jCrown in virtue of the Conquest, the Majority of the Assembly re- 
Bused to proceed in voting a Supply for the building of a Gaol in 
(Montreal, before appointing Commissioners to inquire whether no 

private individuals had claims on the lot of ground proposed to be 
(ranted by His Majesty for its scitc ; but the Bill passed for this pur- 
Kbc, was rejected by the Legislative Council ; and the next Assem

bly, importuned by the Citizens of Montreal to make provision for 
to urgent an object, accepted the proposed lot of ground with that 
hullen discontent, which characterises disappointed ambition.

A late opinion of the Chief Justice, expressed in the Court of Ap
peals, having called in question the legality of numerous Marriages, 
lulemnized by Ministers not belonging to the Protestant Episcopal 
knd Romish Church, the greatest alarm and anxiety took place in the 
ninds of Presbyterians and other Protestants, ce ising some to apply 

the Lord Bishop of Quebec, for a Ratification of Marriages of long 
landing, by a new Celebration of the Rite, agreeably to the forms of 
|he Church of England. But this being no remedy to the civil effects 
t>f illegal Marriage, an Act was passed this Session, to quiet the

L
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minds of the interested, by confirming all Marriages which had been 
solemnized since the Conquest, by Ministers and Justices of the 
Peace, enacting that all such Marriages, from the day of their cele- i 
bration, shall be held good and valid in law, to all civil effects, in. | 
tents and purposes.

The opinion expressed in the Court of Appeals, having placed the ! 
Presbyterians in connection with the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland on the footing of Dissenters within the Province, a ] 
was introduced into the Assembly for their relief ; but this measure 
was not persevered in, owing to the repugnance of this alltdged 
branch of the established Church of Scotland to be publicly désigna- 
ted as Dissenters ; and they have never ceased to urge their clams to 
participate in the confidence, support and patronage of the Government, 
as a Church co-ordinate in civil and religious rights, with the Protêt• | 
taut Episcopal Church.

The Supplies voted this Session, were three thousand three hundred 
and ninety-one pounds seven shillings and ten pence currency, to 
make good the deficiency in the Funds for paying the salariés of the 
Officers of the Legislative Council and Assembly, and the contingent 
expenses thereof, and one thousand six hundred and ninety-one 
pounds four shillings, to replace advances by His Majesty, towardi 
the completion of the Court-houses of Quebec and Montreal ;—for 
the translation of the Lex Parliamentary, two hundred pounds, and, 
to balance an account of Books purchased, seventy-five pounds.

The only new Act, affecting Commerce, passed this Session, was 
one for the inspection of Beef and Pork, containing regulations for 
the curing and packing of Provisions, and the conduct of Inspectors 
appointed for the purpose. This Act contains a judicious clause res
tricting all such Inspectors from dealing in provisions ; and, though 
the exigencies of an extending commerce required its amendment, 
some of the recent modifications have not been approved of by prac
tical men. It is worthy of remark, that in the year 1824, in the first 
Session of the last Parliament, a Bill for the amendment of the laws 
for curing and inspecting Provisions, was drafted by the Montreal 
Committee of Trade, and transmitted with accompanying minutes of 
evidence, to certain Members of the honourable House ; but that 
such was the neglect exhibited of the mercantile interest of Montre
al, that the Dill and Papers were mislaid, to the great disappointment 
and disgust of the framers, who have never returned to the task oj re 
pairing this loss.

Thirteen Acts, of which eight were temporary, weye passed this 
Session, which was closed on the 2d of May, 1804, with a Speech by 
the Lieutenant Governor, who added to his accustomed portion of 
praise, the most earnest solicitations that the Members, returning» 
their respective residences, would exert themselves to strengthen and 
extend the spirit of loyalty and gratitude to His Majesty, whose Gvi- 
ernment had conferred so many benefits upon the Province, protect
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ed, as it was, from the evils of the war afflicting many Countries, by 
the powerful arms of Great Britain. Such benefits, long familiarised 
to the minds of the great Majority of the Population, were, however, 
falling into contempt and oblivion ; and, it being the lot of humanity, 
that the absence of real grievanceo should be replaced by imaginary 
ones, there was nut wanting a variety of such topics for the exercise of 
eloquence and declamation on the part of the Majority of the French 
Canadian Candidates at the approaching General Election}

\
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chav. vin.

A. D. 180.5 & 180G.

Fourth Haute of Assembly.—Account of the conduct and Speeches of the Canrit. 
dates at the General Election.— The topics of dcclamnt ion, property am- 
lysed, are all referable to the natural discontents of a Human Catholic n't 
French People, subjected to a Protestant and British King.— The 1 eir.r. 
gogues begin to draw false analogies between the Grievances o f Ireland oH 
those of Lower Canada. Their continual boasts of L/oyaHy to the King em
ployed to cloak their hatred of Hritons, and their opposition to theism. I 
Government.—Composition of the Fourth House of Assembly, viewed with 
reference to the Temporising Disposition of the Executive.—First Sessir 
—Mr. Panet re-elected Speaker.—Lieutenant Governor's Speech to b,lh I 
Houses, characterised by moderated expectations of benefit from the l\p. 
!ar Branch —Addresses in Reply. —Henewal of Temporary Acts.—Mr. Kid. 
ardson’s Rill for the Destruction of Thistles, passed by the House of Asst». I 
bty, but rejected by the Legislative Council.—Proceedings on Covtnverhi I 
Ejections, defeated by the want of a Provincial Law on the subject-thu I 
Defect afterwards supplied by the Act 48. Geo. III., Cap. 21.—Influence i/I 
the Commercial Minority in obtaining the improvement of the Rapids, titti I 
the establishment of a Turnpike Road between Montreal and I.achine.-lll 
lusion to the Corporation of the Trinity House, as being connected with fill 
vicious, Anti-commercial and Anti-colonial Sy item of concentrating u/il 
power in Quebec.—Abortive attempts of the English Seigneurs and Merchant I 
in the Assembly to obtain modifications of the Feudal Tenure of loandb-1 
Description of the Retrait I.ignager. — This right defended by the Majority 
as preserving Heritable Property in 1'amilies—Account of the Debate nI 
Mr. Caldwell's Rill for enabling the Seigneurs to compound for their Tn-1 
dal Rights.—The arguments of the opponents of this measure combatted t}| 
reference to the effects of a Free Tenure of lxsnds in Kew Hampshire.-1A\ 
to encourage Credit Sales of Seed Wheat, by giving a privilege to Sellers >I 
the Crop, besides a general Mortgage.—Reflections on Legislative RelieJtil 
cases of l/ocal Scarcity.—Act to provide for the erection of District Cash til 
Quebec and Montreal.—The Commercial Minority make an ineffectual 
position to the system of expending the Funds raised by Taxes on Mentis-1 
dise, for I/oca l Establishments.—Mr. Richardson's Rill for the celebrabsi 
of Matrimony, passed in the House of Assembly, is rejected by the L#gii*l 
live Council.—Amount of the Provincial Revenue and Expenditure.—Til 
House of Assembly orders the translation of Hatsell's Precedents.—Acntsu 
of some private Acts passed this Session—Sir Hobart Shore Milne's Speech «I 
the end of the Session.—End of his Administration, and conjecture os à I 
ndturenf his Report to the Colonial Department on the state of the I'rouK1
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—Administration of Mr Justice l)unn. limit r the title of I resident—- His 
advanced age anil tempin'si ig disposition encourage the Demagogues to 
make new attempts to overawe and silence their opponents. — Second Session. 
—Account of the President's Speech, which recommends no measures except 
thcreneuril of the tetnpirury Acts.—Addresses of bith Houses in reply.— 
About one half of the Members of the House of Assembly do not attend this 
Scnion, and the rest are chief y occupied in violent and vindictive measurei 
against the Merchants and other opponents of their Financial System.— 
Financial principles of the Merchants and Itritish Settlers described. 
Means employed to recommend them to the Jiritish part of the Population 
and to Hit Majesty's Covernment. — The Majority of the House of Assembly 
vies its constructive privileges ir.temperately against the Press__Votes cer
tain Toasts at a public Dinner at Montreal libellous : and orders Mr. Todd, 
the President of the Dinner Party, and Mr. Kiwardi, the Publisher of The 
Toasts, to be taken into custody by the Serjeant at Arms.—The obnoxious 
Toasts slated verbatim, shotting that an intolerant and overbearing spirit 
alone could have reprobated their freedom.—Mr. Cary, the Edit or of the 
Quebec Mercury, ordered into custody for giving an account of the Debates 
in the House of Assembly ; but is released on making an apology for his 
conduct. —The Majority, meeting with delays and difficulties, give up the 
pro edition of Mr. Todd and Mr. Edwards. —Memorial of the Assembly to Ilis 
Haje ty in support of the Financial Syitein of taxing imported Merchan
dise exclusively to defray Public Expenses, local as well as general. —This
production criticised, and its false and factious principles exposed_Its
misrepresentation of facts referred to, as characteristic of the past and pre
sent condUct of the Popular Branch ; which sacrifices the Commercial and 
Colonial interests to those of an ignorant Peasantry.—P.ill to consolidate 
the Imw3 giving a regulated monopoly for the conveyance of Travellers, 
pasted in the Assembly, but rejecttil in the Legislative Council. — Efforts of 
the Commercial Minority in the House.—Ad for the Inspection of Flour, 
ipc.—ltejledions.—Amount af the Provincial He venue and Expenditure.— 
The President refuses to advance money on the Address of the House, for 
the translation of HatscU's Precedents.—Tteientment of the Assembly delay
ed by the Prorogation.—End of this short and unproductive Session. — The 
President, in his dosing Speech, laments the absence of many of the Mem
bers from the House of Assembly during the whole Seision.

Is our last Chapter, we alluded to the topics of declamation em
ployed by the Candidates for seats in the Fourth House of Assem
bly, at the General Election, which took place in July, 180k Those 
kopics were partly retrospective and existing, hut chiefly prospective 
lor imaginary. The retrospective, properly analysed, merely bewailed 
Nlic natural consequences of the conquest of the Country, which had 
Invested the conquering Sovereign, n Protestant King of a Commer
cial and Protestant Nation, with power over a people of the Romish 
teligion, and habituated to the French and Feudal Laws, and oilier 
Institutions, embarrassing to Commerce and to Agricultural Improic*
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incut. The accommodating Act of 1774 had not Vcmoved all tho« 
circumstances of the Conquest, which disturbed the routine and |la. 
bits of the Peasantry, and still left causes of jealousy between the 
new and old subjects, which were deeply felt, though not openly ex. 
pressed, by the French Canadians and by their Representatives, 
The King of England had taken possession of the Property of the late 1 
Order of Jesuits, originally granted for the education of persons pro. 
leasing the Romish Religion ; and would naturally employ the reve-1 
nue of that Property in such a manner as might insure a share of its 
benefits to his Protestant Subjects, voho were likewise free from ikt 
obligation of paying tythes to the Romish Priests. Under the French | 
dominion, all the Lands of New France would have been granted, un
der the Feudal Tenure, to provide for the encreasing population of I 
French Canadians of the Romish Religion ; while the King of En
gland, a Sovereign of a Nation chiefly Protestant, would naturally 
employ his Prerogative with the view of giving an ample share of the 
unlocated and ungranted Lands to Protestants. These consequences 
were already felt by the French Canadians ; and mingled in their 
minds with other alledged grievances actually existing ;—they repined 
at the number of ofiiecs of profit and honour held by Protestants, and 
at that compromise which, under the new Constitution, had taken 
place between a majority of Protestant Officers and a minority of Ro
man Catholic Officers of the Civil Establishment, forming a species 
of Oligarchy. The Constitution, indeed, had a decided tendency to 
render the Popular Branch of the Provincial Legislature Roman Ca
tholic and French ; but the importance of that Branch was lessened, I 
and its ambition of exclusive dominion impeded, by the existence oi l 
the Legislative Council as a co-ordinate Branch originating in, and I 
influenced by, the prerogatives and characteristics of a Protestant | 
Crown. Among the alledged existing grievances was farther men
tioned the reluctance of the Executive to the establishment of new I 
Parishes, to facilitate the extension of a Roman Catholic Population, 
whose encreasing numbers were said to* be wasted, and reduced to 
hewers of wood and drawers of water for Commercial Adventurers. | 
The prospective evils held forth were the tendency to heavy Taxa
tion, which a connection with the British Government was calculated I 
to introduce ; and the marked disposition of Commercial men to throw 
the expenses of Government upon the occupiers of Land, in the shape 
of Assessments and other direct Taxes. Though as yet only attempt
ed for Local purposes, it was boldly asserted, by some of the Candi-1 
dates, that the Lands would eventually be taxed for general puqwt [ 
including that of supporting a Protestant standing Army, as in Ire-1 
land. All these delusive topics were, however, strangely and hypo-1 
critically mingled with displays of loyalty to the King ; and jealousy 
of Englishmen was successfully engrafted upon the hereditary dévolu» I 
of the French Canadians to Monarchical power.
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Notwithstanding the effects of such topics upon the great body 
of the Electors who, in fact, felt no pressure of immediate evils, the 
Fourth House of Assembly presented no very formidable opponents 
to the temporising views of the Executive, which merely assumed a 
defensive position to guard that distribution of power and profit, 
which the individuals comprising it had long enjoyed. The Govern
ment of Sir Robert Shore Milnes had nothing of enterprise in its 
character, and was influenced in its measures by the pressure of cir
cumstances only.

The Fourth House of Assembly was composed of thirty-five Ca-

I
nadian, and fifteen English Members ; among the whole fifty, were 

Proprietors of Seigniories, Jive Members of the Executive Coun
cil, two Judges, eight Lawyers, including the Attorney General, 
four Notaries, tem^ihitants, or Farmers, and the remainder Traders, 
Shopkeepers, t^c.^Vicluding Executive Councillors, we find in this 
[House, ten Individuals extensively engaged in Foreign ami Inland 
Trade, to whom may be entirely ascribed the measures of .the pre
lent Session, connected with the improvement of the communications 

[by Land and by Water, and the extension of the Financial Arrange
ment with Upper Canada, for four years, enacted during the first Nes- 
^ which was distinguished by a great variety of interesting dis- 
[ussions.

After an unsuccessful attempt on the part of the Minority, on the 
p of January, to nominate a French Canadian Placeman as Speak

er, Mr. J. A. Panct, was elected by a great majority of the Members, 
Ind approved of by the Crown ; and on the 11th of January, 1805, 
Vis Excellency opened the Session with a gracious Speech, in which, 
however, we perceive a subdued tone and less of brilliant anficipa- 
ion, than distinguished that of the first Session of the third Parlia

ment. Ilis Excellency first recommended the continuance of the 
nporary Acts connected with the security of Ilijf Majesty's Gov- 
nment, açd. next urged the necessity of providing for a Gaol at 

Montreal. Addressing himself to the House of Assembly, he pro- 
I Statements of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown, and of 

eCivil Expenditure during the last twelve months. The Speech 
ided by assuring both Houses, that Ilis Excellency felt much inter- 
t in the welfare and happiness of the Country, and called upon 

lem for unanimity and despatch, as the best means of evincing their 
totitude to His Majesty, for having conferred upon them what he 
is pleased, as usual, to characterise as an excellent Constitution.

I The Addresses of both Houses, in reply, were nearly echoes to the 
“’“ch; but the Legislative Council said nothing in reference to the 

cter of the Constitution ; while the House of Assembly repre- 
hted it in the brightest colours ; and, without the slightest allusion 
Itlie Foreign Laws and Institutions on which it had been engrafted,/ 
h to its inefticacy in producing fruits agreeable to a British taste/ 
►as declared to be an inestimable blessing.
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Before t!io Speaker reported the Speceh, the accustomed salvo ul 
privilege took place, by introducing and reading, for the first tiaie^ 
“ An Ad to continue an Act for the better preset vat ton of HU \luj 

jest y s (l nvc ruinent.''
On the 15th of January, Mr. Richardson presented a Bill for the 

destruction of Thistles and other Weeds noxious to Agriculture, 
which eventually passed the House, but was lost in the Legislative 
Council, to the great disappointment of all who could appreciate the 
damage done by the spreading nature of the Canada .Thistle," whose 
seeds, carried by the wind throughout the Province anu neighbouring 
States, contaminate every field, and give a slovenly appearance to eve
ry farm.

This Session, proceedings took place on controverted Elections ; 
but, though great irregularities were proved, no Election was annulled, 
the matter being the more easily laid aside, because Members of the 
Majority, 0‘s well as of the Minority, were implicated, lire ostensi
ble reason given for this compromise, however, was that there was no 
Act providing for the trial of controverted Elections, which defect 
was afterwards supplied in the fourth Session of this Parliament, by 
the Act 48, Geo. III. Cap. 21.

In consequence of a Petition from the Merchants of Montreal, 
praying for the means of removing obstructions in the Rapids of the 
jit. Lawrence, between Lachinc and Montreal, and for a Law to re
gulate all Persons undertaking to act as Guides or Pilots of Scows and 
Rafts, two Bills were passed in both Houses, and sanctioned at the 
end-of this Session ; the one for applying the sum of one thousand 
pounds towards the improvement of the Inland Navigation of this 
Province, and the other for the appointment of an Inspector and Mea
surer of Scows and Rafts, and for regulating the Pilots and Conduc
tors thereof, between Chateauguay and the City of Montreal. Those 
Measures, and the Act fog establishing a Turnpike Road between 
Montreal and the Village of Lachinc, showed considerable attention 
to the interests and growing commence of that City ; but the Act 
passed this Session, establishing the Corporation of the Trinity House, 
for the better regulation of Pilots ànd Shipping in the Port of Que
bec, and in the Harbours of Quebec and Montreal, exhibited that 
disposition to concentrate all power in Quebec,' which has long exist
ed likfewisc in the matter of Appeals, causing great abuses and ugpe- 
celsary expenses to the City and District of Montreal, which can on
ly be remedied and prevented by separate establishments. This 
Trinity House, during more than twenty years, has effected none of 
the contemplated improvements in the Harbour of Montreal, nor in 
the Navigation between that City and Quebec ; and so great appears 
to be the wish o^ the Executive to extend the Controul of the me
tropolis over all other places, that it remains till now the only Port of 
Entry for Vessels from Sea in the Canadas ; it contains the only Court 
of Appeals, the only Court of Admiralty ; and its Trinity House, not
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withstanding eveeffort on the part of the Merchants and other Ci
tizens of Montreal ; is invested w ith the regulation of a Beach and 
Harbour situated at the distance of one hundred and eighty miles. 
Oa the whole, we may boldly assert that Quebec affords an example 
of centralization of Military, Civil, Financial, Clerical, Commercial 
and Marine Power worthy of the policy of the late Napoleon Bo
naparte, and totally hostile to the general improvement of the Coun
try, and to the convenience of Trade.

This Session is remarkable for some unsuccessful attacks upon the 
Feudal Tenure of l ands, by a few English Seigneurs and Merchants 
in the Minority. The first motion was on the part of Mr. Cuthbert, 
who accompanied his Bill to aboL.h the Retrait Lignager, or Right 
of Redemption by near and distant Relations of any Seller of Seig- 
norial Lands, by remarks to the following effect. Any relation of 
the Seller, if of the same line or stock from whence the property 
descended, may, within a year and a day, by this Feudal Law-, take 
from the Purchaser the Property bought, on condition of returning 
the price and necessary expenses. A person, therefore, buying a lot 
of ground for a hundred pounds, and expending five thousand upon 
it, in buildings, within the year, may be deprived of the whole by a 
relation of the Seller, on condition of reimbursing the hundred pounds, 
the buildings here contemplated, not being considered, in the eye of 
the law, as necessary expenses. A motion having been made by Mr. 
Cuthbert, seconded by Mr. Young, on the 4th of February, that the 
Bill be engrossed, the supporters of the measure were astonished to 
find a strong opposition to it, headed by an English Seigneur of old 
standing, who stated that the Retrait Lignager was a part of the 
law of the land, respectable from its antiquity, and that it formed 
part of that general system which preserved in families the property 
which they had long possessed.* This Bill was finally laid aside ; 
but the young innovators were not yet discouraged ; for, on the 13th 
of February, Mr. John Caldwell brought in a Bill to enable the Seign
eurs of this Province to compound for their Feudal Rights and Dues, 
with their Vassals and Censitaires. The Majority, as may be suppos
ed, prevented this Bill from advancing beyond a second reading ; but, 
when the motion was made to go into Committee, an interesting de
bate took place, the substance of which we shall give in a note, with 
the names of the Members who voted for and against the postpone-

* It w»s only after the death of this Veteran Legislator, that the public could 
conjecture his reasons for luring opposed all rtiodiHcations of the Feudal Law, and 
more particularly exciting himself to prevent the establishment of Offices for the 
public Registration of all Deeds of Sale an if Encumbrances : this Gentleman died 
with the reputation, not only of a useful public servant, but of being extremely 
rich; but, when his affairs were examined, it Was found that his extensive landed 
property was burthened to such an extent with privileged claims, that it required 
the long and indefatigable exertions of bis Executors, to pay the debts of his Es
tate, leaving a mere trifle to the Legatees.

M
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nient of this important anti salutary measure ; which, after a lapse of 
twenty ÿears, was I lie subject of an Act of the Imperial Parliament, 
the ciily Legislative body which seems disposed to listen to the 
prayers of the increasing population of Lnglisli origin in Lower 
Canada, for any improvement of a code of laws so hostile to the 
ideas of this enlightened age, to the best interests of commerce, and 
to the industry and freedom of the human race.*

* Whin this Bill, on the 18th of March, was moved to he committed on the 
2(M> of the same month ; an amendait nt postponing ti e Committee till the I >t of 
Augit-t next, was moved hy the Majority, who aigutd to the following edictt.— 
Thai time was necessary to consider a question of the importance of the one before 
the House. That it w as an edifice not to he touched lint w ith great caution:—That 
the Censitaires were too ignorant to make a proper estimation of die rights to he 
puichased Iroro the S igneur, and would constquently l-.e liable to imposition : — That 
many of them weie nut in circumstances to pay the amount of the commutation :— 
That in case they made such commutation, their lands would lie in dangi r of falling 
into ll e hands of the Seigneur, for non-performance of their agreement :—That the 
Seigneur might engage them in a commutation, without hi* having previously com. 
muted with the Seigneur Suzerain, the King ; without which previous commutation, 
the Seigneur would lie incompetent to give a clear title to the Centitaire :—That the 
piesent -ystem served to keep property in families :—'J hat the llenlei were known, 
tiled and moderate :—That a citante of system would enal.lv proprietots to insist up. 
on any rent they might think proper, Irom the tenant, and lands might thus he raised 
to any value : —That when property did not go out of families, the ."icrgrtcur received 
no 1 udi rt Venire, the burthen so much complained of. Mr. Planté admitted 
that such a commutation might lie bviisficial n the neighbourhood of new estab
lishments, such as St. Gervais. Mr. De Sa la berry, in an animated speech of 
some length, besides entering into the general arguments against the commutation, 
combated some facts and dates laid down by Mr. Caldwell, respecting the first set
tling of the Country, in respect to its causes and views ; ami the application of the 
Feudal Tenure thereto.

The Spenkeis for the amendment, were Messrs. Grant, De Saluberry, Huurdnges, 
Bedard and Planté.

Against the amendment, it was urged that, though there was no wish to press the 
business for the purpose of bringing it to a conclusion this Session, yet, hy going 
into a Committee, though it should not be at so early a day as the one fixed on by 
the original motion, it would open a field for information and discussion, and ena
ble the Members to come belter prepared to meet the question, on its renewal, the 
next Session :—That the present Feudal System of '1 enures, however proper for 
military views, on the first settlement of the Colony, was incompatible with the pre
sent stale of the Province :—That every facility should he given to the mutation of 
property, as well real as personal :—That frequent mutations were sure signs of the 
prosperity of the Country :—That, under the piesent Feudal Tenures, a transfer of 
property was loo much clogged :—That t!ie*J.ods el Ventes, particularly, were high
ly discouraging to enterprise ; as nothing could be mme revolting to a jierson dispos
ed to build on a lot of gi ound, in I lief of little value, than the réfection that a twelfth 
part (f Ins expense and labour, houever considerable, is for the Seigneur :—'Dial if 
the proposed commutation would raise the value of land, it was a strong argument 
in favour of the measure : - That if the tenant of land, in free and common soccage, 
pays a higher rent, he is fully compensated hy having no feudal buithens :—That 
there was no danger of exorbitant exactions in a Country where thvre was such an 
extent ofunacllUd land :...TItat the purchasers, under such a tenure, would hold land 
free of all charge and servitude whatever :. .That, should the Bill for the commutation 
past into a law, it would he compulsory on no one ....That it would do no mot*
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The inadequate crop of Wheat in the Autumn of 1801, arising 
partly from an unpropitious season, and partly from the unproductive 
system of Agriculture, obstinately adhered to by an ignorant peasan
try, had reduced many Farmers, more particularly in the District of 
Quebec, to great privations ; and it was thought expedient to facili
tate their purchases of Wheat for Seed, by a law, making the amount 
of such purchases, a privileged debt, bearing a general mortgage, 
preferable to all others, and extending to the Crop of Grain. This 
measure, so interesting to the Electors of the Majority, is the more 
worthy of being mentioned here, because it afterwards led to the dan
gerous measure of granting forty-five thousand pounds to be distributed 
in Loans, under similar circumstances, for the purchase of Seed Wheat 
lor poor Farmers in the District of Quebec, which Loans will, in all 
probability, never be repaid to the public.

On the 6th of February, the Committee appointed on the subject 
of District Gaols for Quebec and Montreal, reported Resolutions; of 
which, t:ie fourth intimated that the sum of nine thousand pounds 
for those objects, should be taken from the general funds of the Pro
vince, and the fifth recommended a variety of duties on imported 
Merchandise, as the ways and means of reimbursement. The Mem
bers of the City of Montreal, in compliance with the opinion express
ed by the Grand Jury in the Presentment mentioned in our last Chap
ter, opposed those Resolutions, in so far as they made the Province, 
iustead of the Districts respectively, bear the expense ; but the

then give a freedom of choice to the parties, of remaining under their present tenure, 
or changing it for a free one That the Censitaires are not so ignorant of their in
terest as had been asserted, and could easily inform themselves of the value of the 
rights or dues they might be disposed to commute for, as well as of the qualification 
of the Seigneur to commute :...That the question was simply this :...Was it better 
to remain bound to one tenure, or to have the choice of two? Mr. Richardson, in 
urging these points, was close and pointed in his arguments. He further said, that 
the House ought to have less repugnance to commit the Bill thia Session, from » 
question of a like nature, having been fully discussed under the Government of 
Lord Dorchester ; when he, Mr. R., laid a number of Resolves on the subject, on 
the table of the House. Mr. Young, in the course of the debate, after having strong
ly urged the benefit that would arise to the Country from a facility of a transfer of 
property, very ably replied to Mr. Dr. Salaberry, on his statement of dates and 
facts respecting the colonisation of this Province, compared with the first English 
Settlements in America. He said that this Province was a century behind New 
Hampshire in Improvement, notwithstanding the superiority of the climate of this 
Province over that of New Hampshire. The latter being unhealthy from the hu
midity of the air.

The Member* who voted for the amendment were :—De/anaudiere, Archambault, 
F. Roy, Brodeur, Boutin, Taschereau, Raymond, Boy Portelance, Monde'ct, Caron, 
Bedard, Bourdages. De Salaberry, Grant, Berlhelot, Planté, Viger, Legendre, ll'eii- 
brtnner, Cartier, Chaboillex, Rocheblave, Turgeon.

'Die Speakers against the amendment were : —Meurs. Richardson, M'Giil, Young, 
and Caldwell.

Die Members who voted against the amendment were : — The Attorney General, 
Messrs. M'Giil, Richardson, Young, Caldwell, Frobisher, Monro, Tyke, Porte out, 
Mure, Perrault, Dumont and Bernier.
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House, having concurred with the Committee, the Act was speedily 
passed, and became a law at the end of the Session.

The Presbyterian Congregations of the Province, ! ...ing petition
ed for a Law to remove all doubts as to the light of their Pastors to 
solemnize Marriages, a Bill was introduced by Mr. Richardson, which 
passed the 8th of March, entitled “ An Act to make Provision Jor 
the celebration of Matrimony within this Province, and to confirm cer
tain Marriages therein mentionedbut this Bill was rejected in the 
Legislative Council, which body appears to have been influenced by 
certain opinions expressed in the Court of Appeals already alluded to 
in our last Chapter.

On the 1st of March, Statements o the Provincial Revenue of the 
Crown, and of the Expenditure for the year ending the titli of Janua
ry, 180.5, were laid before the House. The Revenue amounted to 
about thirty thousand pounds sterling, and the Expenditure to thirty- 
three thousand pounds sterling.

Towards the end of the Session, the propensity of the Majority to 
the French tongue, was again displayed, by ordering the Translation 
of the four Volumes of Hatsell’s Precedents of Proceedings in the 
House of Commons of Great Britain, restricting the expense of 
Translating and Printing the same for the use of the House, to se
ven hundred and fifty pounds; and they addressed the Lieuten
ant Governor on the subject of issuing his warrant for the pay
ment of the contingent expenses of the House, including a sum of 
twenty-five pounds for Indexes to two hundred copies of the Lex 
Parliamentana, a work tronslaied into French as already mentioned ; 
recommending, also, to His Excellency, the consideration of recom-

Knsing the services of Mr. Desharats, French Translator for the 
Duse. The answer of His Excellency was unfavourable to the ex

pense of the Indexes to the Lex Parliamentaria, and to any recom
pense to Mr. Desharats, beyond his ordinary salary, expressing his 
opinion that the expenditures prayed for, were not in accordance with 
the spirit of the Act 33, Geo III. ; but extraordinary charges, which 
the Legislature had not contemplated.

The principal Bills, in which private Individuals were interested 
this Session, which have not been already mentioned, were as fol
lows :—

1. An Act for the preservation of Apple trees, in the Parish of | 
Montreal, which enjoined, under a penalty, the application of Tar, 
as the means of destroying a Caterpillar, called the Arpentheusc. 
This Act, and the Bill for the destruction of Thistles, are the first 
instances of the Majority being induced to enjoin any course of im
provement in agricultural pursuits.

2. An Act to authorise Thomas Porteous, Esquire, to build one 
Bridge over a Branch of the River Ottawa, otherwise Desprairies, 
from Lachenaye, to the Isle Bourdon, and another Bridge from that 
Island, to the Island of Montreal ; to establish the rate of Toll paya-
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ble thereon, and for regulating the said Bridge. These great under
takings, which promised much good to the enterprising projector, as 
well as to the Country, were successfully executed ; but soon aller 
their benefits had been ascertained, the Bridges were carried away by 
the breaking up of the Ice.

3. An Act for erecting an Hotel, Coffee-house and Assembly-room 
in the City of Quebec. Numerous Individuals, living together on 
friendly terms, bad associated together, with the view of combining 
accommodation to Travellers, with a convenient place of resort for 
themselves and Families, for business and amusement ; and, having 
obtained this Act, they built and fitted up, at a great expense, the 
Union Hotel, which, like several other premature establishments in 
Quebec and Montreal, caused great loss and disappointment to the 
Proprietors.

This Session was closed on the 25th of March, when the Royal 
Assent was given to Sixteen Bills, chiefly temporary ; among which, 
was one imposing a variety of Duties on Imported Goods, and on 
Goods to be sold at Auction.

The Presentation of this Bill of Supply, by the Speaker, was ac
companied by a few observations, explanatory of the views of the 
House, in the choice which had been made of the particular objects 
taxed in preference to others, asserting that the new Duties, affect
ing, as they would, articles of luxury only, were most congenial to 
the situation of the Country, and to the temper of the Inhabitants.

The closing Speech of His Excellency found topics of approba
tion in the great assiduity in public business, displayed by the Mem
bers of both Houses, and entirely omitted any allusion to differences 
on Financial Principles and on other matters, which unfortunately ex
isted between Members in the House of Assembly, and between that 
House and the Executive Council. If we may judge from the 
Speeches of Sir It. S. Milnes to the Legislature, his previous Des
patches, and the Report which he made of his long Administra
tion to the Colonial Department, on his return to England this year, 
could not have given a true picture of the embarrassing effects of the 
new Constitution, nor have forewarned His Majesty’s Government of 
the expediency of applying a speedy and effectual remedy to a dis
order which was yearly advancing, slowly, but certainly, to attack 
the vitals of the Administration, which, like a consumptive patient, 
had hitherto flattered itself, from time to time, with a restoration of 
strength.

Sir Robert Shore Milnes, alledging the necessity of a visit to En
gland for the improvement of his health, impaired by the labours and 
anxieties attending his high station, obtained leave of absence in 1805 ; 
and the Government was allowed to sink still further into lethargy 
and decrepitude for two years, under the Presidency of the Honoura
ble Thomas Dunn, a Puisne Judge of the Court of King’s Bench, for 
the District of Quebec.
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This Gentleman, who succeeded to the Administration as the old
est Protestant Member of the Executive Council, w as ill fitted for the 
arduous situation of defending His Majesty’s Prerogative and the 
principles of British Legislation, against the systematic encroach
ments of the French Canadian Majority in the House of Assembly. 
The whose of his official experience had tended to impress him with 
despainof obtaining the smallest alterations in the French and Feu
dal Laws under the present Constitution ; and his only object appears 
to have been to imitate the temporising and sycophantic Policy of his 
predecessor. Equally despiseuby his colleagues in office, and by the 
Popular Leaders, his Administration afforded an opportunity to the 
Majority of the House of Assembly, to attempt to render the con
structive privileges of that Body oppressive to the liberty of Ilis Ma
jesty’s Subjects, particularly to the Merchants, who vented their dis
approbation of the lute taxes on Commerce, through the medium of 
the Press.

The Second Session of the Fourth Provincial Parliament was open
ed, by the superannuated and temporising President, on the ‘20th Fe
bruary, 1806, with a Speech from the Throne addressed to both 
Houses, which contains the recommendation of not one Act of Legis
lation or provision for the Public Service, except the renewal of those 
temporary Acts for the preservation of His Majesty’s Government, 
which had been considered part of the routine business of the pre
vious Sessions of the Provincial Parliaments, without a single expres
sion on the part of his Honour intimating his wish to distinguish his 
Administration, by any measure for the improvement of the Country 
in Agriculture, Commerce, Revenue, or the Arts of Life.

The Addresses of both Houses were echoes to the Speech, accom
panied with a compliment to the President ; to whom they ascribed 
a warm attachment to the interest and prosperity of the Province, in 
w hich he had go long resided.

This Session is dis^J»guished by the continued absence of one half 
of the Members of the Assembly, and the irregular attendance of the 
rest ; and, though it lasted only two months, the quorums requisite 
for the transaction of business could not be obtained during half that 
period. The only indications of life in the Legislature, may be said 
to have arisen from the stimulus applied to the ambitious Majority 
of the House of Assembly, by the disapprobation of their previous 
conduct, expressed, through the medium of the Press, by the Mer
cantile interest, particularly that of Montreal ; in which City resided 
the influential Merchants engaged in the Fur Trade, under the cele
brated Firm of the Aort/t West Company, and other large Capitalists, 
who gave an ephemeral existence to a monied Aristocracy in the Pro
vince, now extinct; and which the establishment of Banks and their 
fictitious Capital have endeavoured in vain to replace, giving, as it 
were, the shadow for the substance;.
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The gradual retreat of the Local Government, and llie Commer
cial Body, before the ambitious progress of the French Canadian Ma
jority, appears, at the distant period when we write, to have produced 
an oblivion of the struggles which took place in the year lh05 and 
1806, both on the principles and on the details of Provincial Taxation; 
but they are not the less worthy of the attention, both of the pub
lic and of that Executive authority, which has been lately driven lo 
the tvail by the usurping agitators of the French Canadian Majority.

The Financial principles, avowed by the Merchants and other Sub
jects of British origin, were congenial to the practice of England and 
of her most successful Colonies. They were recommended likewise 
by simplicity, and by their capability of being ieduced to a stable 
system of Political Economy, distinguishing the Public Expenditure 
into three great branches, namelÿ the necessary Expenses of Civil 
Government ; those of Local Establishments ; and those for the Ge
neral Improvements of the Country. The Merchants and others, 
friendly to British principles and piacticc, contended, that, if the sup
port of the Civil Government were not to rest on direct Taxes, it shouhl 
at least be secured by permanent Acts of indirect 'Taxation, as already 
introduced by the British Act 14, Geo. III., Cap. 83 ; and the Pro
vincial Acts 33, 35 and 41, Geo. III. 'That Local Establishments, 
such as Court Houses, Gaols and Houses of Correction, should be de

frayed by ylssessments or direct Taxes upon the Districts, Counties 
and Cities for xvhose benefit they might respectively be required. And 
that, for the general improvement of the Country alone, its Agriculture, 
Commerce, and Communication by Land and IVater with the adjoin
ing Colonies and Foreign States, recourse should be had to indirict 
Taxes, of temporary duration.

The support of those principles and practices, through the medium 
of the Press, and an appeal in their favor to the Colonial Depai t- 
ment of His Majesty’s Government on the part of the Montreal Mer
chants, cxcitpdethe jealousy of the Anti-British and Anti-Commercial 
French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly, whose object 
was now to obliterate all traces of British Parliamentary, and perma
nent Taxation, and to reduce His Majesty’s Civil Government, in
cluding the Judges and Officers of the Crown, to a dépendance upon 
the annual Grants of a Body elected by the almost Universal Suf
frage of a Population, insulated from Englishmen, by Lows, Language., 
prejudices and habits, peculiar to t/n mselvcs.

This being notoriously the case, it should not surprise our readers 
to find the Majority of the House of Assembly this Session, exercising 
their constructive privileges to counteract the public expression of 
any sentiments hostile to those objects of their ambition. Accord
ingly, when the toasts at a public dinner in Montreal, given in ho
nor of the Members ^for that City, who had supported British prin
ciples of Taxation, were published in the Montreal Gazette, the Pre
sident of the Dinner Party, Isaac Todd, Est], and the Printer, Mr. 
Edwards, were marked out as objects of Pailiamcntary persecution.
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On the 7th Mardi, 1806, Mr. Bedard and Mr. Bourdages moved 
the reading of the alledged Libel, on the House of Assembly and the 
oilier Brandies of Government, contained in Number 50.8 of the Mon
treal Gazette, dated first April, 1805; which having been done, the 
same Members moved the House to resolve, that “ the said paper 
contains a false, scandalous and seditious Libel, highly reflecting on 
His Majesty's Representative in this Province, and on both Houses of / 
the Provincial Parliament, and tending to lessen the affections of His 
Majesty's Subjects towards his Government in this Province."* Which 
resolve, after an attempt on the part of the Minority to show that the 
subject was unworthy of serious consideration, was passed by a Ma
jority of 17 to 7.

But those two individuals were not the only objects of persecution. 
Mr. Thomas Cary, the intelligent Proprietor and Editor of the En
glish Paper, called the Quebec Mercury, having accompanied his 
usual Report of Proceedings of the House with some remarks upon 
the rigorous course intended against the Editor of the Montreal Ga
zette, incurred the high displeasure of the Majority, who retrograding 
half a century in search of British precedents, declared it a high 
breach of their privileges, for any individual to presume to give to the 
Public an account of the Proceedings of the House of Assembly.

After much debate and overruling of the Speaker on a question af
fecting a standing regulation of the House, the Majority, on the 11th 
of March, obtained a resolve “ that Thomas Cary, Editor of the 
Newspaper entitled “ the Quebec Mercury,” f r undertaking in his Pa
per of yesterday, to give an account oj the Proceedings of this House, 
be taken into custody of the Serjeant at Arms attending this House." 
The Minority in vain attempted to delay this injudicious, precipitate 
and intemperate measure ; first, by moving, in amendment, that Tho
mas Cary has violated no rule or privilege of this House ; and next,

* The following were the obnoxious Toast. : —
The Honourable Members of the Legislative Council, who were friendly to Con

stitutional Taxation, as proposed by our worthy Members, in the House of As
sembly.

Our Representatives, in Provincial Parliament, who proposed a Constitutional 
and proper mode of Taxation, for building Gaols ; and who opposed a Tax on Com
merce, for that purpose, as contrary to the sound practice of the Parent State.

May our Representatives be actuated by a patriotic spirit, for the good of the 
Province, as dependant on the British Kmpirr, and divested of I-ocal prejudices.

Prosperity to the Agriculture and Commerce of Canada; and may they aid each 
oilier, as their true interest dictates, by sharing a due proportion of advantages and 
burthens.

The City and County of Montreal and the Grand Jurlea of the District, wbo re
commended Local Assessments for local purposes.

May tlie City of Montreal be enabled to support a Newspaper, though deprived 
of its natural and useful advantages ; apparently for the benefit of an inttividual.

May the Commercial Interest of this Province have its due influence iiAhe ad
ministration of its Government.
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that there was no proof before the House that he was the Author, 
Printer or Publisher of the Paper or Paragraphs in question. No
thing could stop the headlong violence of the French Canadian Ma
jority, whose passion was found deaf alike to common decorum and 
to common sense. Their victim having surrendered himself to the 
Serjeant at Arms, prevailed upon Mr. Bourdages to present his hum
ble Petition to the House on the 12th of March, expressing sorrow 
for having unintentionally given offence, and praying that he might 
be released ; whereupon the Majority, become more cool, agreed to 
his discharge, without even bringing him to the Bar of the House for the 
purpose of being reprimanded, ltesumipg their persecution of Mr. 
Todd and Mr. Edwards, the Majority, on the 15th of March, carried 
resolves against these individuals, who were voted guilty of a high 
breach of the privileges of the House, and ordered to be taken into 
custody of the Serjeant at Arms. On the 19th of March, the Speak
er submitted to the consideration of the House, “ a draft of a War
rant to taie Edward. Edwards, Printer at Montreal, into the custody 
of the Serjeant at Anns ; and prayed the advice and instructions of 
the House thereupon." But Mr. Todd, against whom the vengeance 
of the Majority was chiefly pointed, having retired- jnto the United 
States, farther proceedings in this case of alleqged libel, were laid 
aside. Meantime, several well written commaujcations, calling in 
question the right of the House of Assembly to arrest a Subject" of 
His Majesty by its Speaker's Warrant, appeared in the Quebec Mer
cury ; and this constructive right was considered so worthy of regu
lation, that a clause in the Union Bill of 1822, prohibited its exercise 
before it should have been enacted by the proposed new Legislature, 
and declared necessary for the support of its dignity.

This Session is less remarkable for any new Laws, than for in
stances of the pertinacity of the French Canadian Majority, in their 
endeavours to justify their system of taxing Merchandise as their 
only ways and means for defraying general and local Expenses. On 
the 4th of March, Mr. Bedard, seconded by Mr. Berthelot, obtained 
a resolve for the appointment of a Committee of Nine Members to 
prepare an Address and Memorial to His Majesty, beseeching His 
Majesty not to exercise his right of disallowing the late Act of the 
Legislature, providing means for building Gaols at Quebec and Mon
treal, with a Memorial containing the reasons of the House for avoid
ing an Assessment on Lands for such purposes. This Measure hav
ing been carried, copies of these Documents are to be found in the 
Journals of the House, and are particularly worthy of the attention 
of the Student in the Constitutional History of Lower Canada. 
They are too long for insertion here, but we shall make a few remarks 
upon their contents. y

The Address, which passed the House on the 18th of March, ex-\ 
presses repeatedly the loyalty, attachment and heartfelt gratitude of 
the Representatives of Lower Canada, to His Majesty’s Sacred Per-

N
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son, Family and Government. In its progress towards the object of 
reconciling His Majesty to the Anti-British and Anti-Commercial 
system of taxing Commerce, it purposely confounds the Commerce 
arising from the products of Provincial Agriculture, that is to say, 
Exports, with Imports, consisting, as they principally did, of British 
Manufactures. Be it observed here, that the Majority took cure not 
to tax Exports for any General or Local purpose, well knowing that 
this principle might be felt by their Constituents, whose Grain might 
already be considered as sufficiently Taxed by the rent to the Seign
eur, and the tythe to the Priest. The Tax which they, in the pleni
tude of their loyalty and attachment to the King of Great Britain, 
prayed him to approve, was not a Tax on Colonial Produce, as exists 
in other Colonies, but a Tax on the Manufactures of the British Na
tion, already taxed to a great amount, for the Military and Naval 
defence of Canada. The Address and Memorial are, in fact, a spe
cimen of that continued misrepresentation which has distinguished the 
chicaning and special pleading Leaders of the Nation Canadienne, 
in Provincial Parliament assembled, and arc suitable forerunners to 
the Non-parity Resolutions respecting the Royal Commands to vote 
a Civil List, permanent for the King’s life. The asserted difficulties 
attending the imposition and collection of a Land Tax, under any 
form, are, in a great degree, imaginary, and are partly contradicted 
by the very facts which the Memorial admits to exist in the domestic 
economy Of Lower Canada. The Habitant or Farmer contributes, in 
almost every instance, several bushels of Wheat and other Grain to 
the Seigneur and to the Priest -to the latter, he gives a stated pro
portion of his Crop ; what difficulty, then, would be found in his be
ing rated for a moderate quota of his Crop, or its equivalent in mo
ney, towards the building of a District Coürt-house, a District Gaol, 
or other local establishment ? This difficulty is mere pretence ; and 
the truth is, that the Habitants consider themselves sufficiently taxed 
by the French law of the land, in being obliged to pay rents and 
other feudal burthens to the Seigneur, and tythes to the Priest ; and 
if you were to ask anu one of them to contribute two bushels of Wheat, 
or two Dollars, for the support of Government, he would give you the 
equivocal French sign qf inability or unwillingness, by shrugging up 
his shoulders. The Address and Memorial do not candidly state 
such facts; but they cannot help insinuating that the attachment of 
the French Canadians mainly depends upon their being always ena
bled to consider themselves as less taxed than their neighbours, mean
ing, we suppose, the Citizens of the United States, and the Inhabi
tants of Upper Canada, who are subjected to District Assessments for 
local purposes. If the Memorialists had foreseen that their taxes on 
British Manufactures imported into Canada, would, at a future day, 
have been referred to in the Imperial Parliament as a justification for 
imposing Duties on Canadian Grain, Flour, Potashes and Lumber, 
imported into Great Britain, they might, nevertheless, have persisted

4
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in their System, because the Merchants would be the apparent suffer
ers, as they are in the cape of British Manufactures imported into 
Canada. We shall only further remark, that the Address and Memo
rial were rather suited to court popularity among the great body of 
the Electors, than to convince His Majesty's Ministers of the cor
rectness of the principles, or of the information which they contain
ed ; and we again request our enquiring readers to study these so
phistical Documents, as a key to some subsequent Financial Pro- ' 
fceedings of the Leaders of the Nation Canadienne.

We have filled so much space with thd1 more characteristic pro
ceedings of the Honourable House, that we must be brief upon the 
other occurrences of the Session. Several Bills were introduced, 
which, though they did not become Laws, show the disposition of the 
Members of the House. The Bill for consolidating previous Acts, 
and giving the exclusive right of conveyance of Travellers by Land 
to the Mai très de Poste, passed the House* but was amended in such 
a manner in the Council, as to require a conference between both 
Houses, the preliminaries of which spent the remainder of the 
Session, thus happily leaving the conveyance of Travellers opdn to 
the competition of the enterprising Proprietors of Stage Coaches.

This Session is also remarkable for an attempt, on the part of the 
Majority, to grant a Patent for the exclusive building of Bridges, on 
a particular plan, in the Province, to J. B. Bedard, for twenty-five 
years ; but this job was so much deprecated by the public voice, that 
the Bill, after having been once read, was suffefed to lie dormant 
during the rest of the Session.

The increasing applications for privileges to build Toll Bridges, 
having alarmed the cautious disposition of the President, he reserved 
the Bill passed in favour of Jacquet La Combe, Esquire, for building 
a Toll Bridge at L'Assomption, for the signification of Hie Majesty’s 
pleasure thereon ; and it never'became a law.

The Commercial Minority madt^trenuous exertions to obtain some 
beneficial Regulations ; and they procured the passage of an Act 
this Session, 46, Geo. III.. Cap. 4, to regulate the Packing and In
spection of Flour and Indian Meal, and to provide for ascertaining 
the quality of Biscuit.9

A Bill for the regulation of the Fisheries in the District of Gaspé, 
on the Gulph of the St. Lawrence, made some progress, but was not 
passed till the following Session.

The Petition from the Borough and District of Three-Rivers, for 
two Judges instead of one, and four Court Terms instead of two, al-

• This Act, being • temporary one, has been repeatedly amended ; and, as the 
latest Act on this subject, 5, Geo VI., Cap. 17, will eipir* on the 1st of March 
neat ; and as the circumstances of the recent prorogation of the Provincial Parlia
ment give no hope of an early Session, the regulation of the Flour Trade will de. 
pend upon the old Ordinance of the Governor and Legislative Council, 85, Gee. 
JIL, Cap. 6.
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ready mentioned, was again presented this Session, but without ef- 
feet; and the consequent discontent of the Electors, produced a 
change in their Representatives on the first opportunity.

On the 21st of March, the President communicated, by Special 
Message, Statements of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown, and 
of the Expenditure for the year ending the 5th of January, 1806. 
The former, ow ing to the productiveness of the Gaol Duties, amount
ed to about forty-two thousand pounds sterling ; and the latter, in
cluding twelve hundred pounds sterling, (the claim of Upper Canada 
on the Provincial Duties,) amounted to thirty-five thousand four hun
dred and sixty-nine pounds eighteen shillings and ten pence sterling.

The only appropriations this Session, besides the annual votes for 
the contingent expenses of the Legislature, were one thousand pounds 
to complete the improvement of the Lachine Rapids, and ninety-six 
pounds as a compensation to Charles Simon Delorme, the Contractor, 
for damage done to his Machinery employed on that Work, by tim
ber rafts.

The Majority having persisted in their design of having the four 
Volumes of Hatsell’s Precedents translated into French, addressed 
the President, praying that his Honour would be pleased to advance 
to the Speaker, out of the funds established to defray the contin
gent expenses of the Legislature, seven hundred and fifty pounds 
currency, for that purpose. His Honour excused himself from grant
ing the prayer of this Address, referring to the previous refusal of 
the Lieutenant Governor to advance a sum of twenty-five pounds for 
Indexes to the Lex Parliamentaria.

This check to the Majority, together with a complaint on the part 
of the President, that the House had failed in a point of etiquette, 
(having addressed his Honour to transmit their Address and Memorial 
to His Majesty, without having previously communicated their con
tents,) produced symptoms of reciprocal discontent. But the pro
rogation of the Parliament soon interrupted the course of resentment.

On the 19th of April, this short and unproductive Session came to 
a close. The President gave the Royal Assent to Seven Acts, all 
temporary, and chiefly to continue previous Acts : after which, his 
Honour made a short ,Speq:h to both Houses, giving due praise to 
the Members of the Assembly, who had attended, and ascribing the 
unfinished state of the public business to the lamentable neglect of 
their public duties, on the part of the absent Members. His Ho
nour closed his Speech, in imitation of his Predecessor, with express
ing his conviction, that the Members highly esteemed the Constitu
tion conferred upon the Province, and that they would feel it incum
bent upon them to impress their fellow subjects with sentiments of 
the most grateful attachment to Hie Majesty’s Person and Govern
ment.
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CHAP. IX.

A. D. 1807 & 1808.
»

Preliminary remarks on the progress of Canadian Commerce produced by the 
combined hostility of the Emperor Napoleon, and President Jejjersun to 
British Maritime rights. — The Decrees of Berlin and Milan, intended to 
destroy the intercourse of the Neutral Powers of Europe and America with 
(treat Britain.—Measures of the British Ministry to encourage the employ- 
ment of Capital and Shipping, in procuring Timber and other articles from 
Canada.—Incapacity of the Legislature and French population of Lower 
Canada, to improve this opportunity of Clearing and Settling the Waste 
1 sands of the Province.—Superior qualifications of the Americans for the 
Clearance of Lands and the formation of new Settlements, contrasted usiih
the apathy and Local attachment of the French Canadians__The Upper
Ca nadians and the Citizens of the United Slates on the St. Lawrence profit 
most by the increasing Export Trade of Quebec.—Impotent jealousy of the 
FrenchCanadian Majority of the House of Assembly and of their Electors,who 
repine at the rewards of British £ foreign Industry. —Third Session of the 
fourth Provincial Parliament.—Account of President Dunn’s Speech to both 
Houses.—Addresses from them—Temporising and trifling conduct and occu
pation of the friends of the Executive in the House of Assembly.—Renewal of 
the Act for appointing Returning Officers, and extension of its provisions for 
securing the ascendancy of French Canadian Members.—Act for making per
manent the powers of the Justices in Quarter Sessions to regulate Apprentices 
and Servants.—Failure of an impolitic attempt to introduce a Poor’s Rate.— 
Fruitless endea vugs of Government to promote the culture of Hemp.—Causes of 
the failure of this costly experiment.—Act for the regulation of Maîtres de 
Poste.—Renewed attempt to amend the law for preventing the breaking out and 
spreading of fires. —Petition for Drawbacks of Duties paid on imported 
Goods, to encourage re-exportation.—Allusion to the Bonding System which 
teas tong afterwards introduced into Canada, by the Imperial Parliament. 
Failure of the MujoHly in the renewed attempt to obtain pecuniary com
pensation for the services of Members of the Assembly.—General character of 
this tranquil Session—Dislike of the Executive tp temporary Acts contras
ted with the partiality of the House of Assembly to that mode of legislation. 
— Unpopular Act 4n favor of J. B. Bedard. —Number of Acts pasted— Close of 
the Session.—Events in Europe and America during the recess.—Account of 
the short Administration of the late Mr. Fbx, and of the succeeding coalition 
Ministry.—Domestic, Colonial and Foreign Policy of those Administrations. 
—A Tory Ministry appointed, eager to recover the foreign Alliances and Is 
carry on the war against Napoleon with rigor.—Secret Articles of the T rooty of
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Embargo on all American vc<*el*, dad prohibit* inteirourse by land and 
inland navigation with Hritish Xotih America — Ffeclt of Ihl* embargo 
and non-intercour*e on the trade of Canada, ta flat of American produce 
and capital. -The American* retorting to lamer Canada, expose Ihe deferI* 
yf it* lam and in*lnation*, in glaring color», elimutating Ihe t'teeuliid 
to attempt improvement. IVutlh Sr mi on of the I'rovincla! Parliament. 
Account of Ihe Speech of Ihe Cover nor Ceneral. - Add refer of both Honte*. • 
Tirol direct deviation from the ■Condltation, by Ihe Honte of Anembty,6 t,n 
refuting to admit a re.pedable Jem, Toekifl Hart, elected a Member fir Ihe 
Borough of Three Hirer*. - defection*. Second deviation, lee* repiehen tlb/e, 
of excluding by an Act of Ihe legislature, HI* Majedy'* Judice* yf Ihe 
King'* Peach, from Seal* in Ihe Haute yf Anembty. - The Hill patted for 
thi* purpote, rejected by the legislative Council. — Tint direct attempt of 
Ihe Haute of Assembly on Hi* Majesty's Prerogative, a* lo granting*- tell
ing the Hade hand* of Ihe (Vvww—Trrrgular Proceeding* of In Ma
jority lo attain Iheir purpose. —The Quorum reduced from IT lo 11 Member*. 
— Urgency yf Petitioner* fodSrpriou* Enactment*, Chief y connected milh 
Commerce. Herirm of variant-Act*, pasted fhi* Session. - defection* on the 
admission of foreign coin*, at * part of Ihe eireulaliag medium, and a 
tender yf payment w a Hi i/ith Colony. -Opinion on Ihe bed mode of esta
blishing Ihe inspection yf Staple Article* of Colonial Exportation.- The 
Commercial project• introduced Ihl* Seuion criticised ; milh an account of 
their conm-yuener*, under Ihe infinance yfthe old French Ijius, nhtn after
ward* adopted. - lalereourte bttsrceh Quebec and the Hritiih Hed India 
Island».—The Local legislature having refuted co-operation, the Merchant*, 
by mean* yf an Agent, obtain from Ihe Imperial Parliament tome benefeial 
regulation* yf Trente, in the in/ercouru between Quebec, Permuda, and for- 
eign European Pori*.—The Governor ' General'* Speech al the end of Ihe 

, firme».—The fate of Ike fourth Provincial Parliament, contrasted milh that 
of tome succeeding Parliaments, ' '

f
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Hkkorr describing the progress of tlio ambitious Majority of tlio 
House of Assembly in the third Session of the fourth Provincial Pur- 
liamvnt, it will he expedient to resume those remarks on the state 
noil Trade of the Province affected by the war in Europe, and the po
licy of the United States, which Country was then under the Presidency 
of the temporising and speculative Republican, Thoma* Jeffcnon.

In our seventh Chapter, we remarked that external circumstances 
mal nations had chiefly augmented the Agriculture and Commerce 
of Lo^ct Canada, and that the Local (iovernment, and more particu
larly the House of Assembly, was little calculated to take advantage 
of such circumstances, ami to promote those objects, even by re
moving obstructions to the march of Commerce and the progrès! of 
Settlements, in this Province. Lower Canada, chiefly waste and un
productive, owes its partial advancement, under every disadvantage, 
to the effort* of men, whom the French Canadian Leader*, with unprin
cipled audacity, have branded a* étranger* and intruder*.

In the course of the year IHOfi, the events and policy of the war in 
Europe hud an extraordinary effect upon the 'Prude of this Province ; 
whost; exportable produce was yearly augmented by the influx of the 
Vlour, Provisions and L tint her of the rapidly improving American 
Settlements on Luke Chumplain and on the River St. Lawrence, as 
well as hy the surplus produce of Upper Canada.

S'apoleon llonaparte, who had lately assumed the imposing titles 
of Fm/ieror of France, Kin% of Italy, Sçc., signalised every step in 
his progress towards universal Empire, by new Decrees against the 
Trade of (ireat Britain, endeavouring, at last, to destroy her Com
mercial Intercourse with the Continent of Europe, even through the 
medium of the Ships of the United States, and of other neutral 
powers, thus involving the destruction of all Maritime Commerce 

> with that of Great Britain. At this period, his increasing influence 
over the other Potentates of Europe, begun to alarm the Govern
ment and Capitalists of the United Kingdom. The Ministry, dread
ing the hostility of the Northern Powers of Europe, determined 
on giving the most decisive encouragement to the employment of 

\ capital, in furnishing Masts and Timber for naval purjioses from the 
Cumulus, and the other Provinces of British North America, which ar
ticles were enacted to be admitted duty free, while the permanent and 
war duties on Foreign Timber, were greatly increased. The Capi
talists eagerly seized this opening for the employment of money ; 
and facilitated the erection of Saw-mills, and other establishments 
connected with the Lumber Trade in the Canadas, Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick. -Quebec, henceforth, became the resort of many 
hundreds of Vessels making regularly two voyages outwards and 
homewards, creating such a demand for Lumber, Labour and Pro
visions, as completely changed the monotonous routine of previous 
trade, both inland and foreign. If the Provincial Legislature hod 
been so composed as to have seconded this general movement, the
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facilities of clearance and roulement would have given a new face to 
the whole Country :—if the influence of French and Feudal Laws 
had been mitigated at this peculiar crisis, the surplus population of 
the Scigncui ies would have imitated the enterprising Settlers of New 
Hampshire and New York, establishing their home in the woods, and 
reaping those benefits which an anti-commercial policy still chiefly 
confines to the enterprising population of British origin, settled in 
Upper Canada, and on the frontiers of the neighbouring States. 
Meantime, however, the indirectbenefits derived by the French Can
adians from the effects of the war, and this ne% branch of commer
cial policy, were as great as they were unexpected. Even the pro
duce of their unscientific agricultural industry and manual labour, if 
husbanded with intelligent econbmy, would have accumulated a last
ing fund of capital and comfort ; but, as will hereafter more clearly 
ap|>ear, the great majority of this vain and thoughtless people, be
came wasteful, dissipated and indolent, in proportion to the tempora
ry increase of compensation for their labour, caused by the exten
sion of Commerce.

When an American Labourer has an opportunity of saving, out of 
the wages of his labour, even less than the moderate sum of one 
hundred dollars, he will alone, and unaided by associates, venture in
to the forest and make a home there, contending against all the dif
ficulties of incipient settlement. He looks always forward, calcula
ting and contriving his means of conquering the wilds and extending 
the circle of cultivation. His enjoyment is chiefly in antici|aiting 
the consequences of his industry; and he perseveres from youth to 
old age, in reflecting on the past, and speculating on the future, ra
ther than enjoying the present hour. These habits, which partly be
long also to other branches of the great British Family, form an in
teresting contrast to those of the French Canadians, who present the 
characteristics of an old and corrupted society, in a new Country, 
requiring the vigilance of Priests, and the power of Feudal Superi
ors to keep them in order, and prevent them from becoming wild as 
the aborigines of the Country. We forbear, however, to extend the 
comparison ;• and we shall only venture to assert that, this Province 
will never be extensively settled by French Canadians, unless their 
Leaders can be induced to consent to facilitate their combination 
with Emigrants and others of British origin, possessed of that pecu
liar energy and courage which can alone brave the difficulties of 
clearing lands at a distance from the Banks of large Rivers commu
nicating with Sea Ports and Commercial Towns, and remote from 
the aids and comforts of civilised Society. Till this desirable com
bination take place, we shall invariably find the capital occasionally

• On the subject of the contrast between Frenchmen and Americans, we beg 
leave to refer our enquiring readers to the philosophic French Traveller Volnejr, 
ulu>, In his Views of America, has presented an interesting picture of the progress 
of Settlements in the Forests of the United Sûtes.
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spread among the French Canadians, either dissipated in luxurious 
indulgence, or left unemployed, or at best, applied to enhance the 
value of the lands about their primeval Forte, Churches and Con
vents, round which they continue to rally in war and in peace.

While the extending Commerce already mentioned, was furnishing 
a Market for Agricultural and other Produce, the efforts of the 
American Settlers beyond the Seigniories, and the American Citizens 
on the Frontiers, to forward supplies of Cattle, Hogs, Provisions and 
Lumber, were extraordinary, and completely astonished the French 
Canadians, who could not, without the powerful influence of a com
petent, intelligent and harmonious Legislature, change their heredi
tary routine of labour and amusement. They were not, however, inat
tentive to the scenes passing around them ; they saw the benefits derived 
by Foreigners, and were envious of their prosperity, though not emulous 
of their industry. This spirit naturally extended from the great bo
dy of the Electors to their Representatives ; the Majority of the 
Ilousc of Assembly will soon appear, therefore, extremely jealous of 
every Legislative Measure, calculated to facilitate the competition of 
the produce of the Countries beyond the Seigniories, with that of 
their own Constituents ; and this jealousy, of what they will call the 
Agriculture of Foreigners, will be accompanied with an increased 
hostility to the Merchants who pursue this transit Trade, so interest
ing to British Shipping, and to the general Commerce of the Em
pire. Tin's narrow jealousy was likewise afterwards displayed by cer
tain speculative Seigneurs, who had established Mills on an extensive 
scale, for the manufacture of Flour, and with whose profits, the sup
plies of that article from Upper Canada and the United States in
terfered.

These sketches of the circumstances and prospects of the Province, 
will prepare our readers for the appearance of energy in- the Admin
istration of President Dunn, whose Executive Council could not help 
feeling the influence of the general spirit, which British Merchants 
and British Capital diffused throughout the Country.

The third Session of the fourth Provincial Parliament, was opened 
by the President, on the 21st of January, 1807, with a Speech to 
both Houses, which began by referring to the Act of the Imperial 
Parliament, which, in conferring on the Province, what he was pleas
ed to call an invaluable Constitution, haffcnjoined t),e Annual Meet
ing of the Legislature ; and His Honour also referred to the absence 
of the Lieutenant Governor as again imposing upon him the duty of 
calling the Members from their private occupations, ascribing to 
them the greatest seal for promoting to the utmost, the welfare of 
the Country. After intimating to the House of Assembly his inten
tion of laying before them Statements of the Provincial Revenue of 
the Crown, and of the Expenditure, during the last twelve months, 
llis Honour, addressing both Houses, endeavoured to interest them 
in the success of His Majesty's Arms, as conuccted with the safety

l
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and tranquility of the Province ; hut he did not rccommcnfl a single , 
Measure of Improvement or Defence, except the renewal of the 
temporary Acts for the regulation of Aliens, and the preservation of 
llis Majesty’s Government, which was considered inert* matter of 
routine in every Session during the war.

The. Addresses of both Houses, particularly that of the Legisla
tive Council, enlarged on the topics of the Speech ; and the House 
of Assembly congratulated the President on the prolongation of his 
Administration during the absence of the Lieutenant Governor, a» 
a Hording him an opportunity of ensuring a tribute ot gratitude for 
his public conduct.

A Committee having been appointed on the expiring Laws, llills 
for their continuance were introduced, and passed with little discus
sion, the Executive having abandoned their usual endeavour to ob
tain permanent enactments from a House of Assembly, which was 
ambitions of rctiderinf; the very existence of llis Majesty's Govern
ment dependent unon its annual enactments.

This Session, the renewal of the Act for appointing Returning Of
ficers, afforded a lit opportunity for remedying many alledged grivy 
ances connected with the Election of Members of the House of As
sembly, the qualifications of Returning Officers and Voters, and the 
places of Election, all of which were provided for by the Act passed 
this Session, after much discussion, 47, Geo. III., Cup. Hi.

While the Majority of the House of Assembly, during this and fu
ture Sessions, were intent on extending and securing their general 
ascendancy, we find the Members connected with the Executive, con
fining their view s to matters of local convenience or individual profit ; 
and the establishment of new Market-houses in Quebec and Montre
al, appears to have chiefly monopolised their attention during this 
Session of the Provincial Parliament. Acts were passed for those 
purposes, without exciting much discussion ; but, in their execution, 
they occasioned much obloquy against their Promoters, who were 
asserted to have been actuated by motives of individual interest and 
electioneering purposes.

This Session, a Law was passed consolidating the Regulations, 
which, under n temporary Act, the Justices of Quebec and Montreal 
had made respecting the reciprocal duties of Musters, Apprentices 
and Servants, w Inch, if fa^tated in its execution by that compéti
tion for employment, which is found in old Countries, would have 
done much for the comfort of families, and the advancement of the 
Inhabitants of the Province in the useful arts.

This Session was distinguished by an attempt to introduce Assess
ments for the support of the Infirm Poor, and, at the same time, to 
suppress Public Beggars and punish Idle Vagabonds. 'Plus Mea
sure, which looks well in theory, would require, however, such excel
lent management, that it is probably fortunate that the Majority of 
the House were found inimical to it ; as indeed they have ever been
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to nny tlfing in the shape of direct or pcriftnncnt taxation. A Poor'»- 
rate, in ft Country where every Individual tilling to work, may find 
employment, would be n publie encouragement to idleness.

Pur *ome year*, an experiment bad been patronized by the Impe
rial and Provincial Government, for promoting tbe culture of Hemp; 
and this year, we find public example* added to precept*and reward*. 
Government secured to the Cultivator, a fair remunerating price in 
the Provincial Market, and tbe British .Society for tbe encourage
ment of tbe Art*, bad established Premiums, both honorary and pe
cuniary, in favour of an improved culture and preparation of this Ar
ticle. Persons duly qualified, were sent to the Province by the Co
lonial Department ; and experimental Farms for this new brunch of 
industry, were ordered to be established in each District. Tbe sys
tem of Culture prescribed, was, however, *o repugnant to the care
less and slovenly habits of the peasantry, that this costly >nd trou
blesome experiment was found incflicient to introduce a ufcw staple 
production, which, at one time, promised to furnish, in th& various 
Mages oC-çultivetion, cleaning and preparation, for a Foreign Market, 
extensive employment to Men, Women and Children. Under every 
discouragement, tbe Government persevered in ibis desperate expe
riment ; and the late Commissary Clarke, so zealous for all kinds of 
improvement, continued to be authorised for several year* to offer 
Forty-three Pounds Sterling per Ton, for any quantity* delivered in a 
clean and marketable state, into His Majesty's Stores, at Montreal 
and Quebec.

Tbe Maitre* do Poste, this Session, renewed their application for 
Legislative protection, against those private Individual* who interfered 
with them in that regulated monopoly of the conveyance of Travel- ( 
1er* by lnnd.Tvhich they bad long enjoyed. This new Act, however,
*7, Geo. 111., Cup. 5, took particular care to prevent tbe conveyance 
of tbe public Mails, or tbe « exigencies of His Majesty’s Service from 
suffering by this monopoly, which was farther restricted by authoris
ing the Justices to License other persons than the Maîtres de Poste, 
who should stipulate to convey Travellers at a reduced rate, thus 
leaving an o|tcning for employment to Stage Coaches.

Notwithstanding the frequent Fires which had afflicted Quebec 
and Montreal, and the spreading of which had notoriously been fa
cilitated by tbe lately proscribed praoAp of covering the Hoofs of 
Houses, in those Cities, with Shingles tnere were found interested 
persons to petition for permission to use Shingles, pretending that, 
when washed with Lime, they would be found less liable to commu
nicate Fire, than Boards. This Petition was not favourably received, 
owing to the strenuous opposition to its principles, which was known 
to exist among the principal Proprietors^!' Ileuses in Quebec and 
Montreal.

The first attempt to obtain a drawback of Provincial Duties on 
the re-exportation of an Article which had paid the Duty, was modo
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by Irvine, Macnaught «$• Co., this Session, in which that respectable 
Firm appeared to lie seconded by the .whole Mercantile IntercHt; 
but the Majority of the House of Assembly would not listen to 
nny Prayers for such a decided facility to Commerce, ns the Pe
tition contemplated ; but with respect to Duties imposed by late 
British Acts, the Bonding System affords a partial relief' to the .Mer
chant '.vho had /seen systematically oppressed by the Financial Bttnci- 
ples and Bract ices of the Majority of the House of Assembly.

On the 24-th of February, the attempt to give pecuniary compen
sation to tbe Members, was renewed, and on tbc following day, the 
House went into Committee on the subject ; when, after a long de
bate, tbe adherents of tbe Executive, and others who considered such 
compensation as disreputable, and as calculated to lower the charac
ter of the Members, obtained a postponement till the 1st of July 
next.

Much public business was transacted this Session, which was com
paratively a tranquil one, distinguished for several arrangements for 
the advancement of the Police, and the improvement of the Domes
tic Economy of the Province.—Barty Spirit had not yet extended it» 
effects to destroy social intercourse and good neighbourhood.

A certain degree of protection was given to the Naval Service 
and the Shipping Interest, by the Act of this Session, 47, Geo. III., 
Cap. 9, to prevent the desertion of Seamen ; and this being a per
manent Act, the Executive has not pressed any amendment, fearing 
that the increasing jealousy of the French Canadian Majority would 
replace it by a temporary Act.

J. B. Bedard obtained an Act this Session, granting him an exclu
sive privilege to build Bridges on a certain construction, during four
teen years, instead of twenty-five years, ns he first prayed for. This 
exclusive right was very unpopular ; and excited a very general re
luctance to approve of any such nydes of encouraging the Arts 
within the Province. r

The Bills to facilitate the erection of a Market-house in Quebec, 
and an additional Market in Montreal, employed much of the time 
of the House, which prolonged its Session, by attending to matters 
of local interest, including the Incorporation of numerous Citizens, 
under the name of the Quebec Benevolent Society, till the 16th of 
April, when the President%nvc the Royal Assent to Sixteen Acts, 
chiefly temporary, reserving for His Majesty’s pleasure, the Bill for 
Incorporating the Quebec Benevolent Socij#

His Honour, in his closing Speech, praisla the disposition of both 
Houses for the promotion of the public welfare, and strongly recom
mended te the Members to carry the spirit of loyalty and attachment 
to His Majesty, displayed during the Session, into their respective 
Counties, inculcating among all ranks of people, obedience to the 
Laws, and respect for His Majesty’s Person and Government.

♦
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Soon nftcr the Prorogation, intelligence arrived nt Quebec of a 
general change in the Administration of the Imperial Government. 
The Ministry which was ironically called " nil the Talents," in their 
efforts to please all parties, hud attempted various innovations in Laws, 
Politics and Finances, which excited the jealousy of many powerful 
interests both in the United Kingdom and in the Colonies. To di
minish the accumulation of the National Debt, heavy war taxes, in
cluding an increase of the Income Tax to ten per cent, had been im
posed ; the Navigation Laws had been relaxed in favour of Foreign 
Vessels, and the Planters in the Sugar Colonies, in addition to the 
pressure of the new War Duties, had been debarred from the supply 
of Negroes, by the abolition of the Slave Trade. The whole course 
of the Opposition, headed by the late Mr. Fox, having pledged him 
and his associates to economy, this Administration gradually withheld 
those supplies of British Treasure, which, during the brilliant Minis
try of Pitt, had encouraged Austria and Russia to oppose the ambi
tion of France ; and, in a great measure, they had lost the alliance 
and co-operation of those Powers, in the prosecution of a just and 
necessary war against Napoleon Bonaparte. This Administration 
might, however, have struggled through the difficulties of domestic 
and foreign discontents, if they had not incurred the deep displea
sure of their King, who was personally beloved and respected by his 
people. An attempt to diminish the securities, devised by the wis
dom of our ancestors, for the protection of our Protestant Govern
ment, alienated from this Ministry, the affections and confidence of 
the Monarch, who could not be reconciled to them by any pleas of 
expediency, or ostensible abandonment of their formidable projects.

In the months of March and April, a Tory and Anti-gnèlican Ad
ministration was formed, containing many Disciples of the Pitt School, 
eager to recover the Foreign Alliances, and to carry on an intermina
ble war against the boundless ambition of the Ruler of France ; 
whose measures of commercial and warlike hostility were opposed 
and counteracted by all those means which wealth, energy and inge
nuity could devise and execute. During the late Administration, 
however, Alexander, the Emperor of Huma, disgusted with England, 
and ambitious of adding to his Empire the Turkish Provinces on the 
Danube, was lured into an alliance with Bonaparte, and into a co
operation with him in his continental cxcKtsion of the Commerce of 
England. The famous Treaty of Tilsit, in its secret articles, com
prehended a general system of European hostility against England ; 
in which it was agreed to force the minor powers to co-operate ; and 
the fortunate disclosure of those articles, hy the secret agency of an 
individual, to the British Ministry, induced them to take strong mea
sures, disarming Denmark, threatening Russia, and exhibiting the 
strongest jealousy of the conduct of all Commercial Governments, 
including that of the United States, which continued to preserve the 
appearance of neutrality.
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The' general measure* of Napoleon, nn«l more particularly III* Bcr- 
1 in nn<l oilier Dvvrvcs, by which lie luul ileelnrecl all neutral Vc**cl* 
good prizes, wliieh might have touched at any Fort of England, or ta
ken English property on hoard, forced the British Government, in 
*elf defence, to restrict and regulate the intercourse between France 
ami all the neutral Powers engaged in the carrying trade.—These 
necessary measures, interfered with the freedom of Commerce claim
ed hy the United States, and the dogmas of their President, 7 humus 
Jefferson, who found it convenient to proclaim the principles that 
“ Free Shin* should make Fret Uaodis," Need* of hostility were thus 
sown, which, fostered hy permanent and accidental causes, ripened 
eventually into a war, involving the maritime rights of Great Britain, 
ami the existence of her dominion in North America.

Muring the year iSIXi, and part of 1807, the hostility of the Uni
ted States to Great Britain had been displayed, by prohibiting the 
importation of certain articles of her manufacture, ami hy throwing 
a variety of impediment* in the way to prevent the exercise of her 
right* to the service of her natural born Subjects. The Government 
of the United States, professing to In* neutral, was bound to permit 
Vessels of War, belonging to Great Britain, to frerpient the Coasts 
and Harbour* of that Country; and it was also its duty to afford that 
hospitality which the practice of civilised nations has sanctioned It 
was likewise an established duty of a neutral towards a belligerent 
power, to facilitate the mean* used by the latter, to retake Deserters 
front its Naval and Military Service. The conduct of the Government 
of the United States, in this respect, was extremely defective; and 
desertion from the British Vessel* of War, on the American Coast, 
was not only connived at, hut the Dextrtrrs were occasionally/ enlisted 
among the Crnvs of American Vex tels of War. An extraordinary 
and flagrant instance of this conduct occurred, and was mnile known 
to Admiral llerhleu, the British Naval Commander in Chief on the 
Atlantic Coast, who, acting on his own responsibility, resolved to 
give a decisive cheek to n practice, which encouraged and counte
nanced desertion from His Majesty's Service. Having received un
doubted information, the correctness of which was afterwards proved 
in open Court, that four natural bom British Subjects, who hud de
serted from the Halifax, a British Sloop of War, and who had bcei£ 
identified and claimed in fhc most distinct and formal manner, were 
nevertheless on board of the American Frigate Chesapeake, he took 
measures to compel their delivery. Captain Humphries, command
ing the Leopard, a Ship of fifty guns, accordingly meeting the Chesa
peake, commanded by Commodore James llarrou, on the ‘jfld of June, 
1807, who had proceeded to sea on the morning of that day, de
manded the Deserters; but the Commodore denied that he had them 
on board, and refused to allow a search for them, alledging the orders 
of his Government to the contrary. On receiving this answer, Cap
tain Humphries, who luid given to the CommodQrc a copy of the
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Admiral's orders, resorted I» force ; and, after firing several broad
sides, mill killing mul wmimling nineteen of the Chesapeake's Crvw, 
obliged livr to Htrike her colours. A party from the Leopard then 
come on hoard of the Chesapeake, mustered the remnining Crew, 
foiniil anil identified the four Deserters, anil took them away. As may 
he supposed, ('upturn Humphries ileelineil taking possession of the 
Chesapeake, which Vessel was permitted to return to Port. This ac
tion, combined with previous causes of excitement, produced feelings 
of shame and indignation in the breasts of the great body of the 
American Citizens, who were deal" to all the reasons which might 
have palliated the insult. The popular voice demanded innnediute 
vengeance; hut the President was neither willing nor prepared to go * 
to extremities. He, however, by Proclamation, interdicted British 
armed Vessels from entering the waters of the United States, and 
obtained, from llis Britannic Majesty, a prompt disavowal of the act 
of Admiral Berkley, with a Special Mission for the purpose of agree
ing upon a suitable reparation for the insult and injury which hud 
been inflicted, including a provision fur the supjmrt of the families of 

Hthusc men who had been killed and disabled in the unfortunate ren
counter.

We have stated these particulars, ns bearing upon the affairs of ‘ 
this Province, and producing the appointment of an enterprising (inv
entor in Chief, a short |>criod of extraordinary prosperity in the Ca
nadas, and a remarkable epoch in the ambition of the Majority of 
the House of Assembly.

The uncertain relations between the British and American Gov
ernments, and the vicinity of the British North American Provinces 
to the United States, induced the new Ministry to send to Quebec a 
Governor General of military reputation ; and Lieutenant Henna/ Sir 
Jamc* Henry Craig, who had begun his career in the American Re
volutionary War, and distinguished himself in every quarter of the 
world, arrived on the Hist of October, 1807, and opened his Com
mission and took the oaths of Office on the Sltli of the same month, 
lie found the Military Affairs of the Province well administered by 
Major <1 encrai Brock, Commander of the Forces, during the Presi
dency of Mr. Dunn ; but Civil and Legislative Business was much in 
arrear. The Militia hud been regularly reviewed, and the drafts, au
thorised hy Law, on extraordinary occasions, hud taken place ; but 
the Legislature, during two years, hud done little more than debate 
and resolve on a variety of subjects, unthout providing for Ike ex
igencies of a Commercial Colony, so peculiarly situated with référença 
to Upper Canada and the United Slates,

In the latter country, the temporising character of IVcsidcnt Jeffer
son meditated a most extraordinary display of what his fellow-citizens 
culled “restrictive energies" against Great Britain und France ; whose 
mutual hostilities, as already mentioned, interrupted that complete 
freedom of American Commerce, which liis ideas of nutivnal indepen-
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dunce required. Instead of either choosing his party and declaring 
war, or permitting the enterprising commercial citizens to arm their 
vessels and have a chance of still enjoying much foreign trade, this 
philosophic ruler prescribed a temporary retirement from all maritime 
intercourse ; and accordingly, at his suggestion, and to the utter 
amazement of the civilised world, the Congress of the United States, 
at the commencement of the Session in December, 1807, laid an Em
bargo upon all American vessels, and soon after prohibited all inter
course by land and inland navigation with the Canadas and other British 
American Provinces. At first it was supposed by the Merchants re
siding in this Province, that this dignified retirement, as it was ironi
cally termed, could not last many weeks ; but when these practical 
men found that the Philosopher was obstinate in support of his new 
theory of coercing the belligerents by restrictive energy, they began a 
variety of speculations on an extensive scaled in which they were se
conded by an active contraband trade, carried on between the frontier 
settlements of both countries. American produce and capital, from 
New York and the Northern States, were poured into this Province 
for many months; and the Exports from Quebec to Great Britain and 
to the West Indies in the year 1808 were double the accustomed value. 
But cnasmjucnces of greater importance than the extension of Com
merce arose from this activity of intercourse. The keen and discrimi
nating eyes of the Americans, resorting for Commercial purposes to 
this Province, discovered and exposed the vices of its political Con
stitution, and the effects of its domestic economy. The public prints 
were filled with remarks upon the bad roads, the t vant of accommodation 
for travellers and speedy transport by land and water for merchandize 
in Canada. The inconveniences, of French Laws, Language, and a 
tenure of lands, forming such a contrast to the situation, improvements 
and anticipations of the United States, were ever recurring themes for 
writing and conversation. The new Governor General and his Executive 
Council could not help feeling the influence of these discussions ; and, 
notwithstanding previous failures, Sir James Craig’s Administration 
renewed the attempt of Legislative and general improvement, attended 
however, with much trouble and little success.
'•The fourth Session of the fourth Provincial Parliament was open

ed dn the 29th January 1808, by the Governor General, with a long 
Speech, which chiefly dwelt upon the warlike exploits and energies 
of Great Britain and the benefits which had accrued to the Province 
from its connection with that powerful Empire. The recent arrival of 
His Excellency at Quebec, his infirm health, preventing his personal 
examination of the Country, and its inhabitants, induced him to speak 
in rather general terms of its situation and circumstances ; but the tone 
of His Speech gave reason to expect that, both in his Civil and Mili
tary capacities, he would act with vigor and decision. He alluded to 
the unpleasant discussions and fruitless negotiations which had taken 
place between His Majesty’s Government and that of the United

States, express 
tween two nati 
rupted. In the 
pressed his sati 
cd in the Provii 
lie looked forwa 
jesty’s Govern n 
arrive. His E 
Laws, with the 
circumstances t 
of Assembly, H 
Statements of tl 
penditure for th 
Excellency stati 
the Districts of 
some remarks 
f or r free peopli 

The Addressc 
blended with re| 
ment to the Got 
Command of Hi 
this flattery, on 
will appear how* 
during this Sess 
ways, proving th, 
barriers to their e 

Passing by sor 
shall afterwards i 
questions, which 
a degree of cgotii 
judiced and disin 
mg chiefly upon 
jority, ofexclusivi 
and illustration fr 
•fhe first measure 
a Majority of 21 
Jewish Religion, c 
pulsion was equal! 
the British Parliuti 
Subjects upon all 
British Colony. J 
a person of unblen 
of Assembly to c> 
ents and by the E: 
of the House was j 
who deprecated th 
for a seat in the



OF LOWER CANADA. 10JIX.]

States, expressing a hope, however, that the beneficial intercourse be
tween two nations of the same race and origin could not be long inter
rupted. In the present uncertainty of the result of négociation, he ex
pressed his satisfaction at the tokens of loyalty which had been display
ed in the Province, by the Militia, and the mass of the population ; and 
he looked forward w ith confidence to proofs of attachment to Ilia Ma
jesty’s Government in the day of trial, how soon or whenever it might 
arrive. His Excellency next recommended a revision of the Militia ' 
Laws, with the view of rendering them more suitable to the present 
circumstances and prospects of the Province. Addressing the House 
of Assembly, His Excellency said that he would lay before that body 
Statements of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown and of the Ex
penditure for the last twelve months. Addressing both Houses, His 
Excellency stated his intention of hastening the erection of Gaols for 
the Districts of Quebec and Montreal ; and he ended his Speech with 
some remarks upon the duties of those who are called to legislate 
for a free people. /

The Addresses of both Houses were perfect echoes to'Hje Speech, 
blended with repeated compliments to His Excellency on his appoint
ment to the Government of this Province, and tô the extensive Military 
Command of His Majesty’s Forces, in BritisIvNorth America. All 
this flattery, on the part of the Majority of the House of Assembly, 
will appear however only a cloak to their encreasing ambition, which 
during this Session could not help discovering itself in a variety of 
ways, proving that the Constitutional Arts would in practice be /rail 
barriers to their encroachments

Passing by some matters of routine and local concern, to which we 
shall afterwards return, we now hasten to review some Constitutional 
questions, which the House of Assembly took upon itself to settle with 
a degree of egotism and presumption which astonished every unpre
judiced and disinterested sjw'ctator. Our political Hypothesis, rest
ing chiefly upon an ascribes ambition in the French Canadian Ma
jority, of exclusive domination, will, in our opinion, receive much proof 
and illustration from their conduct in some particulars this Session. 
The first measure against the Constitution was a Resolve, carried by 
a Majority of 21 to 5, “that Ezekiel JIart, Esquire, professing the 
Jewish Religion, cannot take a seat nor vote in this House," This ex
pulsion was equally contrary to the Constitution, and to other Acts of 
the British Parliament, which had conferred all the rights of British 
Subjects upon all Jews who might have resided seven years in any 
British Colony. Mr. Hart was not only a native of Canada, but also 
a person of unblemished character ; and the pretension of the House 
of Assembly to exclude him was necessarily viewed by his Constitu
ents and by the Executive as highly unconstitutional. This Resolve 
of the tlouse was also calculated to alarm all those Colonial Subjects 
who deprecated the introduction of a religious test or qualification 
for a seat in the Assembly ; and we can only account for the
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success of this encroachment, by supposing that the importance of 
a principle was not sufficiently appreciated by the great body of Sub
jects of British origin, whose dearest interests were opposed to the pre
tensions of the French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly.

The next unconstitutional measure was the Bill introduced by Mr. 
Bourdages for disabling Judges from sitting and voting in the House 
of Assembly, which Bill was pased on the 4th March, by a Majority 
of 17 to 8, and sent for concurrence to the Legislative Council ; 
where it was unanimously rejected, as unconstitutional ; after a long 
discussion of its character and consequences, in which the late M r. 
De Lothbinit re bore a conspicuous part.

Having shown a desire to introduce a religious test as a quali
fication for a seat in the House of Assembly, the Majority next 
proceeded to interfere with His Majesty’s Prerogative, and to dic
tate to the Sovereign by what means and by what description of per
sons the Waste Lands of the Crown should be settled. On Thursday 
the 24th March, it was resolved, on motion of Mr. Bedard, seconded 
by Mr. Taschereau, “ That this Home will, on Monday next, resolve 
“ itself into a Committee of the whole House to take into consideration 
uthe alterations it may be expedient to establish, touching the nature 
“ and consequences of Grants in Free and Common Soccage, and the 
“ precautions necessary to be adopted to prevent the Crown Lands 
“ being settled by strangers professing principles inimical to those ne- 
“ cessary for preserving this Country to His Majesty's Empire."

To facilitate further proceedings in this proposed regulation of His 
Majesty’s Prerogative, it was resolved on the 28th March, by a 
Majority of 11 to 5, “ That for the remainder of this Session, Ei.e-
“ vey Members, Mr. Speaker included, shall be a competent quorum 
“ to proceed in the despatch of public business."

On the 1st April, the House in Committee renewed the considera
tion of the subject of the Waste Lands of the Crown ; but no Bill 
founded upon the Resolves was introduced this Session.

We now return to the ordinary and less characteristic proceedings 
of the Members, during a Session when the accumulation of public 
business, and the urgency of Petitioners for new laws, produced no less 
than thirty four Acts on the Statute Book of Lower Canada. Several 
of those Bills were of great commercial utility ; as 1st, The Bill intro
duced 8th February, for the better regulation of the weights and rates 
at which certain Coins shall pass current in this Province, and for 
preventing the falsifying, impairing or counterfeiting the same. This 
measure was calculated to meet the consequences of some alterations 
in the regulations respecting the Currency of the United States, which 
Country, having gradually increased its national coinage, begpn to 
reject all cut and light foreign coins, which were pourgd into Can
ada by speculators.»

• It it worthy of remark that no subject at present is more deserving of the con
sideration of the Legislature than the means of replacing the defaced and impaired
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2nd. A Bill to regulate the Lumber Trade was also a very necessa
ry measuro^whicli had for several Sessions been petitioned for by the 
Merchants of Upper Canada as well as by those of the Lower Pro
vince. The Act, as finally passed, was considered objectionable, in 
allowing Commissions to be granted to persons in the employ of the 
great Lumber Merchants in Quebec. Various amendments have 
since taken place ; but we think that the experience of the intelligent 
citizens of New York, should long ago have suggested to our Legisla
ture the expediency of establishing one Inspector, authorised to appoint 
Deputies, and made responsible for their conduct. This principle might 
be usefully applied in regulating the Inspection of Potashes, Flour and 
Provisions, and would prevent tliat hurtful competition among our In
spectors, which has long tended to lower the standard of qualities, and 
depreciate the comparative value of Canadian Produce in the Markets 
of the United Kingdom, the West Indies, &c.

Among the Commercial projects and enquiries of the Session which 
were postponed, we shall mention the Bill, introduced by Mr. Rich
ardson, for the establishment of a Bank in Montreal. The House pro
ceeded no farther in this measure than to go into Committee ; and 
notwithstanding the indefatigable efforts of its friends, renewed in the 
the next Parliament, the Bill was finally postponed.*

This Session furnishes the first instance of an enquiry into the 
state and relations of the intercourse between Quebec and the West 
India Islands. The regulation of trade depending chiefly on the Im
perial Parliament, the House did not appear disposed to interfere 
even by Address to His Majesty ; and the Merchants, forming them
selves into Committees in Quebec and in Montreal, made applica
tion through a private Agent in London, and obtained from the Im
perial Parliament decisive encouragement to the intercourse between

Silver Coins which circulate among our ignorant peasantry, by British Coins of pro
per weight and standard. The longer this measure may be delayed, the greater will 
be the loss to the Province ; for we cannot suppose that individuals, or even the 
Banking Institutions, should be saddled with the expense of the proposed reform in 
the Colonial circulating medium. S

* Ten years afterwards, when a private association, consisting almost entirely 
of Merchants of British origin, had made a successful experiment in Banking bu- 
siness, the Legislature was induced to grant Acts of Incorporation, with the usual 
privileges, to one Bank in Quebec and two Banks in Montreal. Much opposition 
was made to these measures, not merely by persons hostile to Corporations of Colo
nial origin, but also by those who de/trecated the establishment of Banks before that 
of Register Offices, considering, with much appearance of reason, that the security 
and other objects of the former institutions could not be attained w ithout the latter. 
Events have rather approved this opposition ; and, partly from the want of Register 
O dices, partly from the ignorance of the great Majority of the French Canadians, limit
ing the circulation, besides other defects pecufler to this community, the Stockholders, 
more particularly of the Bank of Montreal, heir an ample share of the general losses 
which occur by Bankruptcies, Mortgage frauds, and other evils which yearly increase, 
and threaten to destroy that confidence between man and man, which is the basis of 
public and commercial credit, ,
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Quebec and the Island of Bermuda, by the Act 49, Geo. III. Cap. 
16, besides the redress of many minor grievances, and the removal of 
inconveniencies attending the intercourse between Quebec and foreign 
Ports to the South of Cape Finisterre, in bmrope.

The Act for the. Trial of Controverted Elections, was passed this 
Session, being 48, Geo. III. Cap. 21, already alluded to. This Act 
was afterwards repealed by the Act 5, Geo. IV. Cap. 5, which, con
solidating and modifying previous enactments, gave full scope to that 
principle of universal suifrage, which, under the present Constitution, 
w ill always secure to the French Canadians an overwhelming Majority 
in the popular branch of the Legislature of Lower Canada.

The limits which we have prescribed to ourselves prevent our de
tailing the variety of Acts passed during this busy Session, which was 
closed on the 14th April ; when the Governor General spoke, in high 
terms, of the zeal, moderation and dispatch displayed by the Members 
of both Houses. His Excellency, alluding to the encreasing number 
of the foes of Great Britain, and to the uncertain relations existing with 
the United States, strongly enjoined upon the Representatives re- » 
turning to their residences, the duty of correctly informing their Con
stituents of the difficulties existing and in prospect ; fortifying their 
minds with that courage and loyalty which should distinguish those to 
whom was entrusted the preservation of the many blessings enjoyed 
under the plrtotection of His’ Majesty’s Government.

Thus ended the fourth Parliament, dying a natural death, a peace
able fate denied to several of its successors. Besides the general prin
ciple that excessive ambition leads individuals and public bodies to 
final destruction, we shall be able to alledge particular causes for the 
short existence of various Houses of Assembly of Lower Canada, 
without being able to assert that the punishment inflicted produced re
formation or even repentance in the Constituents and Representatives.
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CHAP. X.

A. D. 1803.

Fifth Provincial Parliament. —Preliminary remarks upon that rising Oligar
chy, which the vicious principles of the Constitution rendered a necessary 
evil, for the support of British Ascendancy__Composition of this Oligar
chy, and of the Quebec Junta, more strictly connected with the Fxecut ive. 
—Beviewof the symptoms of the increasing hostility of the French Ca
nadian Majority to this Junta. — The Majority establish the Canadien, 
a French Newspaper, to counteract the Quebec Mercury, an English News
paper, devoted to British principles and improvements. —Conduct of the
Canadien and of its Patrons and Contributors__Both the Mercury and the
Canadien recommended to Writers on the Administration of Sir James 
Craig. —Violence of the Canadiert, when Mr. Panel lost his election as one 
of the Members of the Assembly for Quebec. —The Governor General dismisses 
Mr. Panel from his command in the Militia, on account of his support of 
the Canadian Newspaper, and his general hostility to the Local Govern
ment.— The Governor General now openly opposes the Leaders of the French 
Canadians, and, in this situation, necessarily becomes the head of the Bri
tish party, and prepares to redress the grievances of Lis Majesty's Subjects 
of British origin.—Beview of those grievances in the Townships under the 
English Tenure, and in the Roman Catholic Parishes, under the Feudal 
Tenure.—First Sessionof the fifth Provincial Parliament-—Mr. Panel 
re-elected Speaker—Speech of the Governor, General to both Houses, describ
ing the uncertain relations between Great Britain and the United —
Lis Excellency alludes to the favorable stimulus given to the industry of the 
Province by the American Embargo.—He recommends that some laws should 
be devised for the permanent encouragement of the industry thus excited.—He 
gives his opinion that,notwithstanding the prosperous state of the Province, 
internal jealousies existed, requiring a harmonious co-operation between 
the different branches of the Legislature—-/Adresses of both Houses.—Abir- 
tive attempt of the Majority, in the Address of the House of Assembly, to dis
prove theexistence of internal jealousies.—Refections on this attempt ; and 
on the supposed neglect of previous Administrations to state those jealousies 
and their permanent causes to His Majesty's Imperial Government. —Party 
spirit interferes with the routine business of the House of Assembly ; the Ma
jority of which bend their whole force todestroy the Oligarchy.— They renew 
the attack on the right of the Judges of the Court of King's Bench to be 
Elected Members oj the House of Assembly.— The proceedings on this sub
ject assume a Revolutionary character, by the attempt of the Majority to 
expel the Judges at once, instead of renewing the Rill for their exclusion — 
This attempt defeated ; and the Majority revert to the Constitutional pro-
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Jgeding by Vi//. Eiekiel Hail, the Jew, re-expelled —Stale of the Provin
cial Revenue and Expenditure, referred f/r the first time to a Special Com
mittee of the House of Assembly. - Causes of this reference, and of the subse
quent attempt t iobtain the contenu/ of the whole revenue, including the. 
produce of taxes existing befire the Constitution. — First Statement of tin- 
p il ls and Exports.—Dissatisfaction of the C.overnor General wùh the cha
racter and conduct of the Majority.—llis Speech Proroguing /rir Legisla
tive, anil intimating his intention to dissoh'e the House of xlfseypily.— 
Reflections upon the inutility of repeated Dissolutions, instead of an exer
cise of the right of the Imperial Parliament to amend the Constitutional Act.

Iii our preceding Chapters, we have had frequent occasion to allude 
to the commencement or nucleus of an Oligarchy in the Government 
of Lower Canada, which, if firmly established, would have enabled the 
Country to vegetate in tranquillity, but would never have been essen
tially useful in Anglifying the Province, and in rendering it a British 
Colony in fad, as it had been for half a century in name. This Oli
garchy, besides the Executive, consisted of the Majority of the Le
gislative Council, the Members of which body were appointed for 
life by His Majesty, with the same unrestricted Prerogative as is ex
ercised, in the United Kingdom, in the creation of Peers of the 
Realm. Another part of the rising Oligarchy, consisted of the few 
Executive Councillors, Judges, Crown Lawyers, and other Officers of 
the Government, who had obtained seats in the House of Assembly. 
The third and most efficient part, might be denominated the Compo
site, consisting of Members of the other parts, forming a private 
Committee or Junta, having an extensive correspondence throughout 
the Country, and exercising no small influence oven the Clergy and 
other important classes of the Community. This Junta, from the 
nature of its composition, its location in Quebec, ancjl its strict con
nection with the Executive, had considerable sway ii< the Courts of 
Justice ; and, being the only Association which wou^d tolerate the 
smallest innovation upon the French and Feudal Eawsj its power was 
generally supported, or at least not reprobated, by yhe Merchants 
and Inhabitants of British origin. This anomalous body, which, how
ever modified by circumstances, must always exist under the pre
sent vicious Constitution, so long as British ascendancy or influence 
shall not entirely depend upon Military Force, had been a^constant 
object of jealousy to the French Canadian Majority of the House 
of Assembly. This jealousy was at first evinced by preventing 
any person, suspected of attachment to the Junta, from becoming 
the Speaker of the Assembly ; next, by severely scrutinising all 
Measures proposed by the Legislative Council, and by persons of 
British origin, declaiming against them at public meetings for elec
tioneering or other purposes ; and lastly, in the year 1806, by esta
blishing a French Newspaper, called the Canadien, with the combined 
views of calumniating the Executive, the mediatorial Junta, with its
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British Adherents; and holding up the House of Assembly as the 
only body worthy of the confidence of the “ Nation Canadienne.'’ 
This Newspaper, marking a new epoch in Canadian politics, collected 
facts and documents, old and new, for the express purpose of distort
ing them, and, by false analogies, misleading the ignorant peasantry, 
whose ears were regaled, in tivery.corner of the Country, by appoint
ed readers of the Canadien, or, as it was sometimes called, the Na
tional Monitor. Among the Documents published and commented 
upon, in this vehicle of misrepresentation and abuse, was a letter 
written by the late General Murray, soon after the Conquest, in con
sequence of a quarrel between that imprudent Governor and the Bri
tish Settlers, filled with the most passionate complaints àgainst them. 
This letter was not only adopted by the Canadien, as containing a 
true statement of facts, but also as exhibiting a correct view of the 
character of the Merchants and other Settlers of British origin, in 
the year 1807 ; when, instead of a few army followers and transient 
adventurers, the Province, and more particularly its Cities, contained 
thousands of Britons of unsullied reputation, who had been the principal 
improvers of the Government, Agriculture and Commerce of the Colo 
ny. Distortion of facts and calumny against the local Authorities 
were, however, blended with hypocritical professions of loyalty to 
the King, and confidence in the Imperial Government, who were al
ways represented as friendly to the ascendancy of the French Cana
dians, and to the full development of a Constitution, which insured 
to the latter exclusive domination in Legislation and Finance. Mean
time, the Quebec Mercury, a Newspaper begun in the year 1805, de
voted to British interests, and employed in exposing the intolerable 
grievances inflicted by French Laws, Feudal Burthens, and a House 
of Assembly, which had founded its encroaching power upon the 
prejudices of an ignorant population, watched and harassed the march 
of the Canadien with a zeal and persevering spirit which render its 
pages, and those of its rival, interesting studies to all writers on the 
Administration of Sir James Craig. During the election of Mem
bers for the fifth House of Assembly, ij June, 1808, the disappoint
ment of Mr. Panet, in his expectation olf being reflected a Member 
for the City of Quebec, ascribed to Executive intrigue, produced 
such opprobrious violence, in the pages of the Canadien, as drew the 
attention of the Governor to the conduct of that Paper and its ac
knowledged Patrons ; Mr. Panet being one of those, and, from his 
long occupation of the office of Speaker, considered a person of in
fluence in the Assembly and among the Constituents, was deemed a 
fit object of Executive disapprobation ; and it was naturally suppos
ed that his disgrace would be a warning to the more obscure oppo
nents of the Government. He was accordingly dismissed from the 
office of Lieutenant Colonel of Militia, accompanied by a few of his 
known adherents ; and the Governor condescended to order this 
Measure to be privately explained, as being the consequence of the
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seditious tendency of his speeches and writings, in the Canadien 
Newspaper. Sir James Craig, with characteristic firmness, now took 
his stand against the Leaders of the French Canadians ; and, hav
ing had time to ascertain that, under the present Constitution and 
circumstances of Lower Canada, no Governor, in his civil capacity, 
is able to balance contending parties, he drew to his "standard the 
Merchants and other Inhabitants of British origin as the principal 
means of preserving British ascendancy. From his new and com
manding position, he now reviewed the state of the Country, and 
perceived, with sorrow, the multiplied grievances of the British po
pulation, particularly in the Townships under the English Tenure. 
The Oligarchy, not only from the private interests of part of its 
Members, but also from the less exceptionable motive of keeping up 
ike appearance of internal concord and tranquillity, had uniformly 
discouraged the open expression of discontent on the part of the In
habitants of British origin in the Seigniorial Parishes, and in the 
English Townships of Lower Canada ; and it is still a matter of 
doubt, whether the Imperial Government had previously been inform
ed of the innumerable evils inflicted by the Constitution, in connec
tion with French Laws, upon a part of the population, which peculi- 
arh/ merited its protection and fostering care. The Settlers in the 
Townships, hampered in their efforts for improvement, by the absurd 
and hurtful location of two sevenths of the lands us Crown and Cler
gy Reserves, in scattered lots, languished upon partial unconnected 
clearances, throughout the forests, without a single voice, in the House 
of Assembly, to proclaim their rights, represent their grievances, or 
suggest means of rendering them reciprocally useful, by roads of com- 
muuication. At this period, indeed, their communications with Que
bec, Three Rivers and Montreal, were hardly practicable ; and they 
were, in a great measure, debarred from the benefits of Civil Gov
ernment and the administration of justice: hence, the public duties 
of the Subjects of free Governments being strictly connected with 
the enjoyment of rights, these unfortunate Settlers were gradually 
sinking into a state of lawless and reckless alienation from the rest 
of the Province. The situation of the Protestants in the Seigniorial 
Parishes and Villages, though not intolerable, was attended by nu
merous inconveniencies, calculated to discourage the resort of British 
Emigrants to Lower Canada. Incontrovertible facts, and the ac
knowledged tendencies of human nature, gjve reason to believe that 
Protestants were never cordially welcomed by the Majority of the 
Romish Clergy ; their freedom from flip obligation to pay tytlies, af
forded no desirable example to the Roman Catholic Parishioners, 
while their disregard of holidays, processions, and other customary 
observances encroaching on time, could not fail to excite the jea
lousy and envy of all who perceived the fruits of uninterrupted in
dustry. Their education and prepossessions, equally hostile to feu
dal burthens and French laws, rendered them troublesome vassals to
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the Seigneurs, particularly to those of French origin ; whose banal 
l ights, imitation tines, and privileged claims, wore frequent causes of 
expensive and ruinous litigation. The disagreements thus excited 
from previously existing causes,"were aggravated by some recent re
gulations of the Provincial Legislature. The Protestant, for in
stance, might desire to obtain a license for keeping a Tavern or House 
of Entertainment. For this purpose, it was required by Law that lie 
should present a certificate of good conduct arid character, signed 
by the Hector ami Wardens of that Church, which he neither rever
enced nor supported ; but the notorious fact, may be readily believed, 
that such a certificate was often refused under various pretexts and 
pleas, which the Courts of Quarter Sessions, and the Protestant 
claimant could not speedily obviate and dismiss ; difficulties and jea
lousies also arose from the circumstance of there being established 
by law, a distinction between British and Canadian Militia. But we 
pass from these to a more serious inconvenience, and cause of dete
rioration, in the religion and morals of the small parties of Protes
tants scattered through the Seigniories. Their distance from Pro
testant Churches, rendered the celebration of Matrimony, the bap
tism of Children, and the interment of the Dead, with due solemni
ty, expensive and difficult ; it being often necessary to take a journey 
of fifty miles, going and returning, for those purposes. A compe
tent and impartial Legislature would have obviated these inconveni- 
cncies, cither by empowering Magistrates to celebrate matrimony and 
establish burial places, or by the less exceptionable measure of faci
litating the license and compensation of Missionaries to baptise 
Children, solemnise Marriages, and administer periodically religi
ous consolation and instruction at different stations. These priva
tions continue to be notorious at the present day ; and it is needless 
to add that the House of Assembly has done nothing to relieve this 
interesting portion of Ilis Majesty’s Subjects, who, nevertheless, under 
evert/ disadvantage, persist in furnishing occasional examples of suc
cessful industry to the French Canadians.

Those remarks on the Minority of the population of the Country, 
will best serve to account for some unwelcome allusions to internal 
jealousies, made in the Governor’s Speech to both Houses of the new 
Provincial Parliament ; which, after an unusual delay, was summon
ed to meet for the despatch of business, on the 10th of April, 1809.

The House of Assembly, which contained several new Members, 
including Mr. D. B. Figer, and Air. Louis Joseph Papineau, proceed
ed, by command of the Governor, to elect a Speaker. Mr. J. A. 
Panet having been proposed, some conversation took place as to thq 
probability of his being rejected by the same personage who had re
cently dismissed him from his high rank in the Militia ; and, with the 
alledged view of avoiding so painful an exercise of the Prerogative, 
Mr. Justice Dehonne proposed Mr. D. B. Viger as Speaker, eulogis
ing his knowledge of the laws, his independence, and industrious ha-

1 Q



111- l'i.MTK’AL ANNALS f( ir vr.
i L
t

hits of business, flu Majoiity Imwrvt r re-elected Mr. Panel, whom 
tlio Governor, though in mvasurbd terms and in a cc.lil manner, ap
proved. The Session was tiny opened by 11 is Excellency, with a 
Speech to both Houses, which enlarged upon the foreign and domes
tic a flairs of the Province, and his favorite theme of the warlike ex
ploits of Great Britain. He stated the protracted negotiations between 
l lis Majesty and the Government of the United States, and gave his 
opinion, that the course of discussion and proposed measures of the 
latter indicated no speedy adjustment. The Erhbargo, so injurious to 
the citizens of that Country, had been removed ; but Congress had 
substituted for it an act of non-intercourse against both Great Britain 
and France, to take place on the 29th May, and continue in force 
until the obnoxious decrees of Napoleon and the Orders in Council of 
His Majesty should be annulled, in so far as they affected the United 
States ; the intercourse to be restored with each power immediately 
after the promulgation of such annulments. With this uncertain pros
pect before them, Ilis Excellency recommended the renewal of the 
temporary Acts, for the regulation of juliens and the preservation of 
1 lis Majesty’s Government. Alluding to the Spanish Revolution, the 
Emigration of the Royal Family of Portugal to the Brazils, and the 
share which His Majesty’s Army and Navy had in those important 
events, His Excellency congratulated both Houses on the brilliant 
victory of Vimeira, and the subsequent retreat of the Forces of the 
Tyrant of France from Portugal. Addressing the House of Assem
bly, he promised to lay before it Statements of the Provincial Re
venue of the Crown and of the Expenditure during the last twelve 
months ; and he next called the attention of both Houses to the rec
tification of an accidental error in an Act of the preceding Parliament, 
for the relief of the insane and the support of foundlings; the conse
quences of which error he had obviated on his ow n responsibility. Ilis 
Excellency then adverted to the prosperity of the Province ; and re
commended that the stimulus to improvement givcji by the Ameri
can Embargo should be followed up by measures of domestic legisla
tion, for the permanent encouragement of that industry, which had 
been called forth, by external and fortuitous Circumstances. After 
this important recommendation/ His Excellency proceeded as fol
lows :—“ You, Gentlemen, xchn arc collectedfrom all parts of the Pro~ 
“ vincc must be sensible of its flourishing situation, and of the liappi- 
“ ness enjoyed by a people unrestrained by any control but that of the 
“ luxvs, which, enacted by their oxen Representatives, can solely be direct- 
“ ed to their benefit and to the advancement of their prosperity. These 
“ blessings xeill be unalterably insured by the. diffusion of a spirit ofhar- 
“ many and concord, the cultivation of which is more especially called 
“for, from those xvho have the happiness of the people at heart,from the 

i f‘ peculiar circumstances of the different parts of xehich they arc compo- 
Y“ sed. If any thing can intervene to blast the prospect before us, it can 

be only the admission of causeless jealousies, and suspicions still more 
unfounded, and assuredly most unmerited, towards that Government
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“ iwchr whose protecting and fostering can y m have attained to your 
"■ jwsent state of /elicity."

'IT»e Speech ended by explaining the cause of the unusually short 
notice given for the meeting of the Parliament.

The Addresses of both Houses were confined to the topics of the 
Speech ; but a portion of the usual Majority of the House of Assem
bly, named below in a note,* attempted to contradict the paragraph 
quoted from His Excellency’s Speech, which alluded to causeless 
jealousies, denying the existence of such jealousies, and ascribing the as
sertion of them to the insinuations of persons not sufficiently known to- 
/ fis Excellency, which persons were alledgcd to have neither the wel
fare of the Government of this Province nor that of the people, whose 
happiness is entrusted to its care, at heart.

This observation was levelled at some Members of the Oligarchy, 
and more particularly at Judge Debonnc, who had become an object 
of continual hostility on the part of the Speaker and some other Lead
ers of the Nqÿon Canadienne, on account of his interference with 
their pretensions to exclusive domination in matters of Legislation 
and Finance. Its insertion, however, in the Address was overruled; a 
part of the Majority were satisfied with the near prospect of a more 
signal vengeance, not only upon the Judge in question, but involving 
the perpetual proscription of all Judges as Members of tlu> House of 
Assembly. The Majority well knew that jealousies existed; and His 
Excellency might have known that they must always exist, under the 
present Constitution, to such an extent as to paralyze the energies of 
the Government ; and it is a subject of regret that we have no decis
ive proofs that those causes were candidly and forcibly stated and re
commended to the consideration of the Imperial Government even pre
vious to the Administration of Sir James Craig. It is in our humble 
opinion totally inconsistent with the wisdom ascribed to the British 
Government, to suppose that, if Sir Robert Shore Milncs had present
ed a true state of the Province to the Colonial Department of His Ma
jesty’s Government, and solicited tlmir attention to the theory of the 
Constitution and its practical effects, they should not have immediate
ly applied themselves to devise a remedy for the yearly accumulating ^ 
evils affecting the Subjects of British origin, and sapping the founda- ,
lion of British Ascendancy in the Canadas. A neglect of such infor
mation would lie tantamount to treason to the Colonial policy and in
terest of the Empire.

But it is time to return to the events of this short Parliament.— 
The excitement of party spirit rendered some laws relating to local im
provement objects of much debate in the House ot Assembly ; the 
conflicting claims of new and old market-houses occupied much of the 
attention of the Majority ; but nothing was done to compromise them.

* Messrs. Hebert, Chasnon, Delorme, Bourdons, Ifiot, Berlin, Balard, Lcui: 
lin, Du rocher, Robiluitte, and Trestler.
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These deludes, however, proved to the saUsfiiction of all imprejudieed 
persons that jhe Governor hnd good reason to assert the existence 'of 
jealousies, A) far as regarded local matters.

The Journals of this Session contain, lhe substance of many Poli» 
lions for objects of internal improvement and milice ; hut, ns any pro* 
vmlinge on them were intcrrmuritny the agnation of more important 
questions, we shall pass them ny, and attend exclusively to the pro
gress of the disorder which produced the first dissolution of n Provin
cial Parliament of Lower Canada. ♦

The Majority of the House of Assembly) showed considerable pow
ers of discrimination in choosing the part'in the Oligarchy, which they 
meant first to attack ; hut being influenced by "personal feeling, they 
did not conduct their operations with the coolness which suits I ho 
Legislative character. ’1 litre was, indeed, no part more open to at
tack through the analogies of jhe British Constitution, nor through 
the more open and direct road of practical inconvenience, arising 
from the increase of party spirit. No long ns (he, Judges could bo 
elected, ns at the first election, with little contest^the incohvertieiicy 
was small ; and their knowledge of the French Lnwjg was rather llie 
means of facilitating legislation, ancLehecking innovntioiMipon them ; 
hut when, so early as the second election, the contests became worm,, 
the Judges wok*, in some ( measure, degraded by the intrigues of 
their partisans,*w ho were not scrupulous in using the judicial power 
to work upon the hopes and fears of tlie Electors. The Majority 
had collected a variety of facts on this subject ; and, if they had been 
satisfied with combining them in a printed Report, it is probable that 
the Executive and the Electors would have, in due time, admitted 
an innovation upon the Constitution, arid that a Bill for their exclu
sion, at a stated period, would have received the sanction of Ills 
Majesty’s Representative. This feeling seems to have extended to 
the Judges themselves ; for, in the year 1808, Mr. Justice PAnct, 
whose services in the House had been duly appreciated during sever
al Parliaments having ascertained that his future election yvould be 
contested, refused to presept himself on the Hustings, giving such 
an example as would eventually have been followed by filers of his 
class. ^•ihcJVlajorjtyy Trow ever., not considering that, by sum warily 
attacking a Constitution so favourable, in general, to the power of the 
French Canadians, they were putting arms against it into the hands of 
the Subjects of British origin, to whose interests and inclinations it 
was so radically hostile; did not renew the Bill for disabling the 
Judges, which had been rejected in the Legislative Council during

1 Ofcthe last Session otj the previous Parliament ; but the precipitation 
w ith which they acted, shewed rather a desire to l<e a Constituent 
Assembly, than the mere concurrent Executors of Hie Act of the 
British Parliament, 31, Geo. III., Cap. 31, which alone created and 
prescribed their functions. Having made up their minds in secret 
conclave to treat both Judge and Jew in tfie same manner, they pro-
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posed to exclude both by single Resolves, or, if we may be permit
ted to use a revolutionary expression, Ay Deems pasted with accla
mation.

On tbe 1 Hili of April, almost immcdintêlÿ after having, in their 
Address, eulogised the Constitution, they made the experiment on 
its pliability to purposes of ambition; and Mr. liourdages, seconded 
by Mr. Louis Uni, moved to resolve, that the Judges of this Province, 
agreeably to the laws and customs of Parliament, cannot take a sent, 
nor voir nor sit in this /louse. On the 22d of April, the I louse be
ing in Committee on this violent Measure, its warmest partisans were 
diseovered ; and Mr. ,/. A. Panel, the Speaker, gave his casting vote 
against a postponement to the 9th of May ; and when, ns a compro
mise, Mr. Cuthhert moved that the Resolve should, instead of being 
discharged, be taken into consideration on the 30th of July next, 
there was a Majority of two in favour of the amendment, and the 
question being taken on the original motion thus amended, was car
ried by a Majority of 23 to 17. #

Not discouraged, but a little cooled by tbS^lefent, it was resolv
ed on the 23th of April, to appoint a Committee of five Members, 
namely, Messrs, liourdages, liedard, Iiorgia, Louis Roi, Meunier, to 
inquire if any and what inconvcnicncies have arisen at elections 
wlierq the Judges of this Province have been Citqdidates, with pow
er to send for persons and papers, and to report thereon with all con
venient s|H’ed.

The Report of this Committee, being in favour of a Bill, for disa
bling the Judges immediately, it was accordingly introduced, and 
jmssing through tbe usual stages, was ordered to be engrossed, on 
die 12th of May. Its further progress was prevented by the Proro
gation hereafter mentioned. V J

The proceedings in the base of the Jew, were more summary ; and 
Mr. Ezekiel Hart, whose case we alluded to in our last Chapter, was 
again repelled by a single Resolve of the House.

The Governor General having laid before the House of Assembly 
the accounts of tbe Provincial Revenue of the Crown and of the 
Expenditure, they were, for the first time, formally referred to a 
Committee ; the cause of this reference was well understood, by 

" those in the secret ; for they had made up their minds to propose tbe 
payment of the necessary sums for defraying the civil expenses of 
the Government of the Province. Having, as mentioned in our pre
vious Chapters, proscribed all Assessments and direct Taxation, and' 
bcing^animuted by tbe prosperous stale of the Revenue, in conse-

* Those who voted against this amended Motion, arc to be considered as fa
vourable to the course that every constitutional question rejected by the legislative 
Council, should be reintroduced and, settled by ltcsolves : we give their names 
as follows :—Messrs. Hebert, llobi^aillx^ F. Hoi, Meunier, Duclos, Delorme, 
Poyineau, Figer, M. Caron, Chagndn, liourdages, Bedard, Borgia, Trcstler, Du- 
rocher, Langlais, L. Itoy.
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quoncc of the American Embargo, the Majority naturally conceived 
that now was the time to olKr, as a proof of loyalty, the pledge of 
assuming the Civil Expenditure, and thus have a plausible pretext, 
to regulate Salaries, and limit the number of. all public Officers, ac
cording to their ideas and national partialities. So long us the ne
cessary expenses greatly exceeded the Revenue arising from their fa
vourite system of taxes on Commerce, and the excess teas voted by 
the British House f Commons, they had remained silent ; but, no 
sooner did the prosperous circumstances of the Province open a new 
path of ambition, than it was seized with that enthusiasm, which.the 
prospect of securing an unlimitJd controul over the Executive, could 
not fail to inspire.

The amount of the whole Revenue this year, was forty thousand 
six hundred and eight pounds fifteen shillings and six pence currency, 
or about thirty-seven thousand pounds sterling ; and the amount of 
the Expenditure, including the expenses of collecting the Revenue, 
and two thousand four hundred pounds, the quota of drawbacks pay
able to Upper Canada, was forty-one thousand pounds sterling.

Among the Accounts ordered by His Excellency to be laid before 
the Legislature, we find Statements of the Imports into, and Exports 
from, the Port of Quebec, showing an extraordinary increase of Com
merce.

Having already mentioned the revolutionary temper, so openly 
displayed, and indicated the projects of ambition preparing in the 
House of Assembly, our readers may not be surprised to learn, that 
Bills and other communications from the Legislative Council, were 
treated with opprobrium and contempt, and that finally, the patience 
of His Excellency was exhausted.

, On the 15th of May, the Governor General closed the Session, 
and intimated his intention of dissolving the House of Assembly, 
in a Speech which exhibited that mixture of military frankness 
and disdain of compromise which suited his character, and formed 
an extraordinary contrast to the Sjiceches of all his predecessors.

Ilis Excellency began by stating the apparent arrangement of all 
differences w ith the United States, by ‘fytr. Erskine ; which, like the 
arrangement of Legislative differences in1 the year 18‘25, by Sir Bran
ds Burton, was doomed to be disapproved by His Majesty’s Minis
ters. This unexpected arrangement with the United States, not hav
ing taken place till the middle of the Session, Ilis Excellency ex
pressed his displeasure that, in the critical circumstances of the 
Country, the House of Assembly hud not attended exclusively to the 
means of preparing the Province for defence, and with this view, cul
tivated a spirit of harmony among themselves and the other branches 
of the Legislature. After stating that he had failed in every expec
tation, His Excellency proceeded as follows:—

“ //' any further proof if the misuse of your time were necessary. 
I have just presented it in being called upon, after a Session of five
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scarcrhj In hr looked for without a new Assi mbh/,"

“ I shall not partie it l^plii advert to other proceedings which appear to 
be unconstitutional infringements upon the right» of the Subject, repug
nant In the very letter of that Statute of the I nperjal Parliament, under 
V'lrch you hold \,nnr seals, and to have bien matured by proceedings 
which amount to the. dereliction of the first principles of natural jus
tice ; and I shall abstain from any farther enumeration of the causes 
Inj which I have been induced to udopt the dele imination which I hare 
taken ; because the pin t of your conduct to which I have already refu
nd is obviously, and in a high degree, detrimental to the best interests of 
the Country, such us my duly to the Crown forbids me to countenance, 
and compels me to hai'e recourse to a dissolution as the only constitution
al meins bn which its recurrence can lie prevented."

Thus ended the fifth House of Assembly of Lower Canada ; and 
His Excellency resolved, by a new Election, to. appeal to the sense 
of His Majesty’s French Canadian Sujects, without apparently con
sidering that the Prerogative exerted, could have no more influence 
in producing harmony, than the mechanical process of blowing the 
bellows, in the music of the organ : he could renew tlic power to 
legislate ; but he could not, in the circumstances of the Country, 
under the present Constitution, select or influence the Legislators; 
and the obnoxious Assembly fell, like the fabulous Antons, to the 
ground, with the effect only of rising up with fresh strength to com
bat the British Hercules, who, in Lower Canada, has been destined 
to perform all his labours before making it a British Colony in fuel, 
as well as in name.
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VIÎAV. XI.

A. 1). IH10.
\i v/A l'rovsneinl Parliament. Oins, fuenrr» nf a l'i*s dation nf Ihr llnuie nf 

('ommons o f the Unilert Kingdom, rinlnnln/ it*tHt Ihnte tf n I issalution «/ 
V»< Home nf Assembly of I surer Omîifci. Ihermanent cause* of th i» r i>< 
least. which should Amr Ai «g *i>tr Aiym bioiught bcf'mr ths Intfievial Par- 
lia ment. Management of the o/d Menthe ci, to ternie t/u'ic et-elect ion, — 
TA< OimmiMVm N>tr/hi;*i( /lir iinrZ comment pmertents of npp mil ion
in (.'1111/ Britain to the (lovtrnment of the Home of Stuart, the ignorant 
Fdeciort aie /wrinaiM that Hit Majesty* Ministers trill disapprove of the 
candmrt of Kir James Craig. F.rroie of the I'.ttenlice, anting rhic/ty fmm . 
IA# irviMt 1*/ attention to the persona ffMiagt nntl grievance* of a frit intli- 
virtual*, who ate it riven to join the adhèrent» of the Mtyottty of the I Ionic >f 
Jsvrmbly.—The (lovernor t,entrât (taring the inrn visihjlhe oht and new 
Settlement». —Allusion to hi* K«))fwml intention to recommend an altérai ion 
gfthe ibnstitution.—Nefretion* on a legislative Union oïl rower and Up per 
OinrhKi. t'ir.t X-miim of the Sixth Provincial l'art lament.-Mr. I'anet re' 
elccteii Sfieaker of the I tonne of Assembly. — .V/tm-A of the (Governor (,'eneral to 
both HonteHe allude* to the disapproval by lli» Majedy's (lovernment 
of Mr. Fxskine's arrangement with the Vailed St at et, and to the qum ret 
with Mr. .laeksan, the new Plenipotentiary, lie exhort* the legislature 
to prepare for the contingency of war with the United State*.—Heæ inti
mates haring rseeiieit inutrnrtions to giie the lioyal .1 tient to a proper I'.i/I 
fmser* i by both House*, for the ext/ntion of Judge* gf Hi* Majenty'* (bur/ 
of King's Bench from the House of Assembly—Addresses of both House» ill 
answer to His F.vcellency's S/reeeh. -H hi/e that of the House gf Attembly 
it pieparing, the Majority fmst a llewlie censuring his S/ieeeh at the Pro- 
rogation of the fi fth Provincial Parliament. —Address gf congratulation to 
Hit Majesty. —Hcjtections. —Salutary Resolves, mover! hy Mr. Taschcreatu/ 
respecting applications for turnpike Roiul. and Hridges, sutycct to Tptfs.
—Proceedings of the Majority of the Haute of Assembly, to obtain the con- 
tioul o f the Civil l.ist. — Their ambitious moiements masked by professions 
of loyalty, but discovered by IhcGoiernor (lateral and his Councillors. — 
His guanied answer to their Address on this Financial Affair, con 
feasted with the conduct of a future Goternor, Sir John Sherbrooke, -lie 
refuses to transmit the Address of the House of Assembly to the I arris and 
(Viwwomi of (heat Britain on the subject of the Civil l.ist, but promises 
to IransmM the Address on that subject to His Majesty. —Resentment of the 
House of Assembly, which renews the a/tempi to appoint an Agent at I he 
seat oj the Imperial Government.—Refections upon the controul of the

0

to

x,.1

I bill re if 11 
of which Ini 
litre* 0/ Up 
oilier llrile 
by lull red gj 
cation of Ji. 
application 
upon I he (V 
dividual. ’ 
the Oinstitu 
House of ,l«i 
of the loigii 
tuns, involn 
des 11 ht a dii

l$v dissulvin 
Majesty’* nnm 
Hllill to put the 
tativee speak yo 
than rts mai/ b 
others.” Wild 

of I lie I-’,lector» 
uml 11 Mnjnrity 
liy lliii Majestj 
in Canada ; wli
pml'vHxing the 
their British an 
we kIiuII only ai 
bill'd to His At 
twenty years, sh 
slate iff Lower 
appeal <» tbc 1 
qualified to brin 
Constitutional 1 
have been snhjc 
bunul, we shall 
1 hat harmony b 
can enable it to 
and prosperity t 
by diff erences of 

The dissoluti* 
in discouraging 
which their C01 
His Majesty's V 
insulating prejui 
service, and thal 
their fears of Bi



OI I .O NV £11 CANADA.NI.1 VU

IhtlHC uf t<<riiihfi/, hi/ the Isçhlalive t'vUnrif / Hie Cbnti ilut in nut rights 
a/ whirl» hull/ le lr.ii/, all iimihr/i/ between Iht /irvceeitings 'if the Leg i tin- 
lure» a/ l’/nier uml In we/ m muta, anil Hunt uf l hr i.e/h/iitin ei nj the 
oilier II» ill i/i ( blonir». The Mai trill/ of Iht House uf Asssmb/y, influenceil 
Oy httlrnl n[ Juilj e lie/lion nr, Inline a Hi>1 IrraJtsjLintnethiils ih.q unhfi ■ 

nil ion of JiiiI/en, anil /inn a llcvlre for hi» exclusion.--fhis lead» tv an 
n/i/i>imliii n li the (Jovernor t.rntral to mine n IVrilnf Elect ion, railing 
ii/nin the tbiinli/ of Unebcr to elect u Member In re/i/iur thi» obnoxious in- 
diciilmil. 'the (lonernor (leurrai imeith thi» contint ni interfering with 
the diminution, mill mil It In» itmlrucUum, uml tool vc.» to il issu Ire the 
Home of Asie mb'»/ Ext met» from hit Speech, previous to the I'roro/tation 
of the l-egi tint me. liheolution 0/ the eixth Home of Assembly. ~IteJIec- 
tnnt, involving n confect are that the Mtijurily of the llouie 11 f Assembly 
detirtil a ilinolutiin, from nmbiti ins amt interested motive».

llv dissolving the .House of Assembly, ami issuing Writ» in Mi» 
Majesty’* mime for u new Election, tile Governor General might be 
said to put the question to the Bluctors; “ Did your lute flrpresen- 
tuiivti apeak your trine or not / If they did, you will re-elect such of 
than us mo if be willing to serve ; if not, you will 0/ course choose 
others," When thus interrogated in Great Britain, the greater part 
of the Electors, during more than a century, have answered, No t 
and a Majority of Members friendly to the Administration, appointed 
by Mis Majesty, have been uniformly returned. It has not been no 
in Canada ; where n great Majority of Electors of French origin, 
professing the Romish Religion, have uniformly answered Yet, to 
their Britisli and Protestant King, and to his Vicegerent. At present, 
we shall only ask our intelligent reader.) whether this coiitrnst exhi
bited to His Majesty's Ministers, at four different periods during 
twenty years, should not have enforced their attention to the political 
slate of Lower Canada, and produced an energetic and persevering 
appeal I» the Importai Parliament, which body alone was properly 
qualified to bring about the just and necessary change y Until the 
Constitutional and other Britisli Acts respecting Lower Canada shall 
have been subjected to n complete investigation by that August Tri
bunal, we shall have neither force to resist a formidable invusioh, nor 
that harmony between the brunches of the Legislature, which alone 
can enable it to make laws calculated to promote the peace, welfare 
and prosperity of a Province, which contains a population, variegated 
by differences of origin, language, religion, laws, manners and habits.

The dissolution of the House of Assembly hud a momentary effect 
in discouraging the Members, who well knew the hereditary respect 
which their Constituents possessed for Monarchical Power and for 
Mis Majesty’s Vicegerents. But they also.kaep.jhat the vanity and 
insulating prejudices of their Constituents might be enlisted in their 
service, and that the medium of ridicule was an easy road to calm 
their fears of British resentment. The unlimited powers conferred
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upon the Electors, were displayed in the pages of the Canadien 
newspaper, industriously and gratuitously circulated and read through
out the Parishes ; whose ignorant inhabitants were treated with far
cical misrepresentations of the Governor's Speech, and speedily lt d 
to despise his Person and Government. At the same time, the His
tory and Parliamentary proceedings of Great Britain, from the period 
of the decline and fall of the Stuarts, were ransacked lor instances 
of resistance to the Executive power ; and a reader of the Canadien, 
unacquainted with the gullibility of the hearers, would feel occasion
al surprise, to find in its pages, destined for the ears of a Romish 
Community, the remonstrances of a Protestant Nation against the 
measures of Popish and Priest-ridden Rulers. But, in the hands 
and mouths of the juggling Demagogues, these Documents took a 
peculiar form, and excited resistance to the Government. It was in
geniously stated that there had only been a change of places. In 
Great Britain, the great majority of the population being Protestants, 
had used certain means and arguments to resist and banish Popish 
Rulers; and consequently the great majority of the population of 
Lower Canada, being Papists, should make a selection from them, in 
order to resist Protestant Rulers. While this course, however, was 
hardily proposed by the Demagogues, they craftily veiled from their 
dupes the important consideration, that the Ft each Canadians, though 
impolitically concentrated by the conquering power into a separate people, 
were nevertheless, in law and in Jact, a weak dependency of a power
ful Empire, whose Government was essentially Protestant.

This oral sophistry of the demagogues was farther assiduously em
ployed, in persuading the ignorant Electors, not only that His Ma
jesty's Ministers would disapprove of the Dissolution, but that the 
Governor himself had been misled by his advisers ; and, on this topic, 
they quoted and eulogised the opinions of numerous individuals who, 
having been personally injured by the Oligarchy and its adherents, 
took the present opportunity of revenge. And here we have the un
grateful task of stating our humble opinion, that the military habits of 
the Governor General exposed him occasionally to a want of discri
mination between military and civil subordination. In the former, strict 
and implicit obedience, without remonstrance, is absolutely necessary ; 
in the latter, under free Governments, Duties and Rights, have more 
defined relations, and are co-existent. Carrying the military idea of 
uncompromising command into every branch of the Civil Service, in 
a Government which had for ten years been administcrerT'hy such 
men as Sir Robert Shore Milnes and President Dunn, could not fail 
to disgust some of the high minded civilians in the service of Gov
ernment, leading to their dismissal and consequent temptation to join 
the ranks of the opposition. This, in fact, took place in an impor
tant instance ; and we shall accordingly, for several years, have the 
mortification to present to our readers, a British and uncompromising 
Leader of the Majority of the House of Assembly, who appears to
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have viewed that body and its Constituents in the light of clients, 
whose rights and pretentions he was bound to enforce to the utmost 
limits. We have only to suppose the Constitutional Acts, 11* and 31, 
Geo. III., Cap. 3, to be placed in the hands of Counsel, for his opin
ion on the powers which they impolitically confer upon the French 
Canadians, in order to infer that his opinion would be favourable to 
their exclusive domination in the House of Assembly of this Pro
vince.—This opinion might be accompanied with an explanation of 
the dependency of Lower Canada upor> the British Government, and 
the expediency of a discreet use of the powers conferred ; but this 
is a gratuitous, not a necessary exercise of the duty of Counsel, who, 
in common courtesy to his Client, gives him credit for common sense 
and discretion, and ascribes to him a knowledge of his power and 
means of enforcing his rights, and promoting his suit to the desired 
issue. If this Counsel, however, should assume the additional res
ponsibility of conducting the suit, we should then find him engaged 
to make a display of all his powers, deliberative and active, for the 
success of the cause. The real case is so recent, and the fact so no
torious, that the advocate was abandoned by the leading clients in 
the most dishonourable manner, that we need not at present pursue 
our hypothetical representation, which is also a needless anticipation 
of the course of our history.

The persons chosen to replace the officers dismissed by Sir James 
Henry Craig, were inferior in natural genius, in acquired talents, and 
in habits of business, and recommended by nothingbut a blind and 
passive obedience to every mandate which might be issued in the 
name of the King, by the Governor and the Quebec Junta.

Having explained the errors of the Executive, and described the 
intrigues of the demagogues, we may suppose our readers prepared to 
learn that the old Members of the Majority, or others of similar 
principles, were re-elected.

But, before reviewing the occurrences of this short Session and 
Parliament, it may be permitted to allude to a brilliant progress 
through the old and new Settlements, which His Excellency'sisense 
of duty, and his improved health, induced him to make in the sum
mer of 1809. In the middle of June, he left Quebec, attended by a 
numerous suite ; and, travelling in a style of magnificence, suited to 
his high station and large fortune, he excited the admiration of the 
people, who would have viewed him, as the Representative of their 
Monarch, with unmixed satisfaction, if the demagogues had not art
fully prepossessed their minds with the idea that the expenses would 
be levied in direct taxes, and that this joyeuse entrée would one day 
extract from their pockets a large sum of money. Besides hospi
table entertainment from men of rank and fortune, the Govern
or General received Addresses from the Magistrates and other inha
bitants of the Towns and Villages through which he passed. The
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Boroughs of Three Kiim imil H'itlinm Henry, ibv ( 'ily of Montre
al, llu‘ Town of Dorchester, < r Si, Johns, mul-llii’ Village of 'terre- 
bonne, particularly distinguished themselves, ns emilnliiing n etmsi. 
deiable prupmlion of British population nml «vil nllvvivd I'rcmli 
Canadians, «Ini viewed tin* pretensions of the I loose of Assembly, 
ns calculated, sooner or Inter, to involve in «nine f’ punishment, 
the innocent with the guilty, depriving them of those inputimidtlo be- 
m tits, «hivh their ndoption into the greiit British Family would Imve 
otherwise insured to themselves nml in their deseendnnts. tf

During this tour, Ilis Excellency visited the I,astern Townships, 
nt the only season of the year when it was then prnetienhle to do so 
with eonvenienve. lie verified the reports, which he had received at 
Quebec of the distressing privations which the inhabitants suffered j 
be benevolently listened to their complaints, and so strongly impress
ed them with an idea of his being the means of their future relief, 
that they prepared Petitions for Legislative assistance in opening 
roads, and otherwise improving n Country, hitherto utterly neglect
ed by the Government which had invited Settlers, and by ilia 
House of Assembly, whose duty it was to co-operate for their wel
fare. His Excellency not having visited the United States since the 
revolutionary war, was unduly impressed with the progress of im
provement made in Lower Canada, during the intervening period t 
and it is matter of regret that be bad not been enabled to view the 
frontier of that Country, thru rapidly settling nml improving, ns well 
as Vp|>er Canada, which Province, tintitr British Laws anti the En
glish Tenttrc of' Lands, was already advancing in every thing worthy 
of a British Colony, extending its cultivation, and furnishing the prin
cipal part of the Exports of Flour and Lumber from Quebec.*

The Governor General returned to Quebec in the month of Au
gust ; when he learned that the unauthorised arrangement made by 
His Majesty’s Plenipotentiary, Mr, /). M, Ersltine, with the Gov
ernment of the Uniter! States was disapproved, and that the relations 
between the British Provinces of North America, and that Country, 
were returned to the same suspense and uncertainty which existed 
in the early jiart of the year, when he opened the Provincial Par
liament-

Tins state of affairs appears to have disturbed some of His Excel
lency's plans for improving the Country ami its Constitution, it living 
considered that a confirmed peace with the United States, would 
alone justify such undertakings, and recommend them to His Ma
jesty’s Government.

* We shell hen- rem» Hi, th*t rosnr persons in Greet firilsin, at this period, gare un
due importa nee to the productive powers of lower Canada, by supposing that » treat pro
portion of the Rtports from Quebec was the fntits of the industry of that Province; 
the truth sx that the surplu- product of French Canadian industry, has never 
loaded one tenth of the tonnage employed : the Cities and Carr iso ns in peace 
and in war, are chiefly supplied with Flour and l'revistoni from Vpper Cana
da and the United State*.

76
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ll i* n matter of ilouhl, however, whether flir improvement* cori- 
Irinpluted, would hnve timweted the expectations of flic projector*; 
I hoy wore confined to the Constitution of Lowrr Canada, nn<l did 
not. contemplate the re-union of lliti Upper Province, which, io our 
humlile opinion, hath an a correction of a previous political error, ami 
an the on 11/ mean* (ff giving strength and confident y to Itritish amen
da an/ in the Canada«, is a measure rif transcendant importance. Any 
nllmilimi in favour of British ascendancy in Lower ‘ Cnnadn, consi
dered it* separate from tho Upper I’rovince, would iiece**iirily con
sist in un abridgment of the political power* of the Electors, mid of 
the popular hritnch of the Legislature. Ite*i*limcc to the view* of 
live Executive, and of Hi* Majesty's Government for the good of the 
Empire, might thu* he wenkened ; nnd the hurtful prejudice* of the 
French ('nimdians might, he confined with their French Law* to the 
Seigniorial (Irnnti of the King of France. But, a*wc are convinced 
llint the*e pri ‘ “ r* nn<l law* mu*t he destroyed before the 
end of this century by foreign conquest or British legislation, we 
cannot help thinking tiiut the only chance of retaining the Country 
and making it useful a* a British Dependency, will be found in a 
Legislative Union with Upper Canada. Supposing a union ho strong
ly recommended by Geographical portion, without a single altera
tion of the Constitution, though pad experience ha» suggested ma
in/, we should thu* insure, under live freest form* of Govern ment, a 
representation "r composed of Members of French and English 
origin ; and can any man suppose that, such a Legislature would not 
agree to n compromise from feelings of mutual interest ? But, sup
posing it difference to exist, between parties of equal strength, would 
not the Governor General nnd hi* Executive Council have a fair op
portunity, directed, if need be, by His Majesty's Ministers, to act the 
part of Mediators ? And, what reason have we to suppose, or to in
fer from analogous emergencies, that such a powerful mediation would 
not preserve the public peace? But, in a Union Bill, modified ac
cording to the spirit of the Petitions transmitted in its favour in the 
year 1 H'jM, and, making due allowance for the exceptions taken by its 
opponents, we cannot doubt but an alterative and mild remedy could 
be found to the yearly accumulating evils, which the present dissen
sions between the inhabitants of French and those of English origin 
in this Province, and between both Provinces produce. British le
gislation in the interval, since 1823, has cut the gordian knot of one 
difficulty in the Lower Province, by the Bill to facilitate a change of 
the Feudal Tenure, regulating by English Law the deseftt of all 
Lands in the Townships, granted under the Tenure of Free and Com
mon Soccage, and authorising the conversion of the Feudal Seignio
ries into a similar Tenure. To persons like ourselves, not in the se
cret, it may be permitted to conjecture, that these important changes
are only preliminaries to the union of the Provinces.

¥
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Having lints rmlenvoiirctl to console our readers for ihp failure of 
one of the u I lodged designs of a indy independent and enterprising 
(iovornor, we proceed to tlie first and only Session of the sixth Pro
vincial Parliament of Lower (\mnda<

It was opened on the ‘29th of .liinunty, 1N10, w ith the usual pre
liminaries of administering the oaths, and ordering I lie elmiee of a 
Speakeivof the House of Assembly. Wearied with useless opposi
tion, the -Minority did not propose a rival Candidate to Mr. ./. A. 
I’ain't, who was unanimously re-elected as Speaker of the House of 
Assembly, and approved by the Governor General.

On the return from the Legislative Council, the salvo of privilege 
was exercised, in a manner characteristic of the feelings of the House, 
by ordering that Mr. Taschereau have leave to bring in a Hill Jar 
disabling judges from being elected, or Jroiu silling mid voting in the 
llan. f of AsSr igiVy.

Aller which, the Speaker reported the Governor General's Speech 
to both Houses, in which His Excellency still persevered in attract
ing their attention to the warlike exploits and foreign relations of 
Great Britain, describing her as standing almost alone against the 
rest of the world, which then seemed to he the destined prey of An- 
Wma ItanajHiitr. His Excellency next alluded to the disapproval 
by 1 lis Majesty's Ministers, of the arrangement made by Mr.i.rskine, 
with the Government of the United States, and the still less expect
ed event of a quarrel on the part of that Government with his succes
sor, Mr. Jackson, indicating u more hold and hostile spirit in President 
Madison's Administration, than existed in that of his predecessor. 
With such prospects of probable warfare, His Excellency stated bis 
reliance upon the loyal co-operation of the Militia with His Majes
ty’s regular forces, to resist any attack which might he made upon the 
Province, and that the Legislature would not hesitate to renew those 
temporary Acts by which the Executive was enabled to guard the 
Province against Aliens and disaffected persons. Addressing the 
House of Assembly, His Excellency said that lie would lay before it 
the Annual Statement of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown 
and of the Expenditure. Addressing both Houses, lie alluded to 
an Act of the Imperial Parliament, which had affected the anci
ent boundaries of the Province, by annexing to the Government 
of Newfoundland, a part of the Coast of Labrador.* llis Exccllen-

• Thin annexation was afterwards repealed at tho instance of the Legislature of 
Lower Canada ; and we think that this was judicious ; but if, at the same time, 
the Imperial Parliament, in its Sovereign Wisdom, hod annexed the Canadian Dis
trict of Gasp£ to the contiguous Province of New Brunswick, it would have done 
good service to the Empire. Labrador, divided from Newfoundland by the dan
gerous strait of Belleisie, could receive but little attention from that Government ; 
while Gaspc, a slightly connected excrescence from Canada, might be removed 
without inconvenience, and, engrafted on New Brunswick, would produce the usual 
advantages which attend every arrangement which follows nature in the settlement 
of boundaries.
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« y next described the incrcming practice of forging American 11,ink 
Note* within the l’rovincc, and recommended it law for it* punishment, 
a* bring e«|im)ly necessary to preserve the moral* of Hi* Ma je* • 
ty's Subject*, mid to evince a desire in this Government to prevent 
injury to the neighbouring State*. Hi* Excellency ended Hi* .Speech 
bv announcing hi* having consulted Hi* Majesty’* Ministers on the 
subject of disqualifying the Judge*, and he stated that he was author
ised to give the Royal A ssent to any proper liill tor rendering I Us 
Miifedy's Judges of the Cum I of King s Ilench, in future, ineligible 
to seals in the House iff Assembly, in ui/tic/i the hen Houses should 
touevr.

At the same time that a Committee was appointed to prepare an 
Addles* in answer to Hi* Excellency's Speech, another was appoint
ed to prepare an Address to His Majesty, with the view of joining in 
the congratulations of all parts of the Empire upon the rare histori
cal instance of I lis Majesty’s eventful reign having extended to half 
a century. Ruth Addresses were voted in terms which would have 
induced u person, unacquainted with the prejudices of the Majority, 
to suppose that they were ready to sacrifice their lives and fortunes 
in the service of the Empire at large ; hut it soon appeared that am
bition and the gratification of resentment against an individual, would 
characterise their measures.

The Speaker and his adherents had not so far lost sight of all ideas 
of decorum as to join in any public declaration against the Coventors 
reprimand of the conduct of the Jijlh House of Assembly, during the 
Prorogation ; but, on the ‘21st of February, after an attempt on the 
part of the now enfeebled Minority, to concentrate the energies of 
the House into an undivided attention to the paramount object "of 
evincing harmony between the Executive and Legislative powers, for 
the defence of the Province, the following resolve was passed by a 
Majority of ‘2 f to 11. *

“ Hesolvrdsthut evert/ attempt of the Executive Government, and of 
“ the other branches of the Legislature against this House, whether in 
“ dictating or censuring its proceedings, or in approving the conduct of 
“ some of its Members, and disapproving llic conduct of the others, is 
“ a violation of the. Statute In/ which this House is constituted ; a breach 
“ of the privileges of this House, against which it cannot forbear oh- 
“ jecting, and a dangerous attack upon the rights unci liberties of His 
“ Majesties Subjects in this Province

The same day the attention of" the House was drawn from matters 
' of privilege, by Mr. Taschereau, the Grand Voyer or Superintendant

* We give the names of the Majority and the Minority, on the question, as fol
lows : — Yeas, Messrs. Debartzch, L J. Fajrineau, Lee ; Beauchamp, Hebert, Huut, 
Caron, Laugloie, F. lloi, Fortin, St. Julien, Figer, L. Roi, B. Panel, Durocher, 
Blackwood, Bedard, Drapeau, Borgia, Meunier, Robitaille, and Bernier. Nut/s, 
Messrs. B. Cuthbert, Duchesnay. M‘Cord, Bell, Mure, Dénédiau, Jones, Gray, 
Jones of Bedford, Bowen, and Gugy.

C/B
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of Road* nml Hriilge* ; mill lwo Resolve* were passed fur the pur- 
Honi' of enforcing dm* publicity, ns to nil hit urn projects for obtaining 
vueom ngvmrnt from I lu* Legislature to individual*, for I lu* making of 
Turnpike lloads and the erection of Toll Hridgcs. Notin'* of cvv- 
iv i in va IV Hill, proposed to lie introduced in all futur** Sussions on 
Kuril subjects, wore onlurvd to In* inserted in tIn* (jnehvv (iarvttv and 
in mu* ot tin* Newspapers of the District in wliivli every riic.Ii road or 
bridge might he intended to UjNmulc. These useful lteiolves were 
some years afterward* modified to meet the encrensing stratugema of 
projectors, who ore now obliged to ileseribe, in oublie advertisement* 
the nature and extent of the improvements and legislative encourage
ment for which they petition. - x

On the At It February, Mr, Waehvwd seconded by Mr, CarodovU- 
Idined leave to biiug in a Hill to continue the temporary^Aet for the 
Imiter preservation of Hi* Majesty’s Government, winch )wa* llnnlljr 
passed with an amendment, showing the extreme jeiihiuwj/bf the Ma
jority, and that they supposed that their ambitious projects might 
lie disturbed by the powers which this Act conferred upon the 
F.xeeutivc. c.

When the subject of voting the Accessary sums for1 defraying all the 
expenses of the Civil CiovernmentVof the lVovinee was agitated 7th 
February, the anxiety of the Majority to avoid a devdopement of their 
ulterior views w as evinced by refusing to appoint a Select Committee 
to eiupiirc into the present state of the Revenue and Expenditure, and 
the nature of the Acts now in force, on those subjects. The llouso H 
immediately went into Committee, and on the 10th February, alter 
declaring the ability of the Province, the House by a great Majority, 
including Messrs, îles laid, Papineau, lilnnchet, I’lgcr and Dehartzch, 
resolved as follows : That this House Krill vote in this Session the ne
cessary sums /or defraying the Civil Expences of the (iovernment of 
this Province.

The eommereiul Minority, who had no idea that this<pledgc would 
he construed otherwise than as a simple undertaking to cover the de
ficiency of the permanent Revenue, without interfering with the 
appropriation of the latter, were astonished at the eagerness and 
precipitation of the Majority, and merely deprecated fresh taxes on 
Commerce ; but the Governor and his Executive Council appear to 
have penetrated the views of the Assembly, and to have foreseen that 
the conditions attached to the proposed vote, might, it submitted to, 
bring the appropriation of the w hole Revenue of the Province under 
the controul of the French Canadians, who might thus make every 
officer, including the Coventor and the Judges, their humble servants, 
instead of heins. the servants of a generous Monarch.

Startled at this prospect, which came home to their business and 
bosoms, it was agreed to give such an answer to the Address of the 
House, accompanying Addresses to the three brandies of the Impe
rial Parliament as should, as far as possible, prevent future cavils. }f
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Sir .John Shi’i hr mike I mi I been as attentive to prudent Councillors in 
thin respect, when the Mouse was called upon to redeem the pledge 
ol' its predecessor, as Sir .hi men I hurt/ Craig was, when it was first 
oll'ored, much trouble would Imve been prevented ; and the new Trojan 
Horse would forever have hern denied admittance.,—The answer of 
Mis Kxeelleney therefore was extremely guarded ; and he particularly 
insisted upon the Coiixtitufion/t right of the Legislative Council to u 
previous investigation and concurrence in the expediency of the Re
solves and Addresses of the 1 louse of Assembly upon a subject, in 
which, nut »trrch/\tis a co-ordinate branch of the Legislature, hut ax 
composed a/iia/ivithan/s having a large stake in the countri/, it mas in
terested. RefusingV) transmit the Addresses of the Mouse to the 
Lords and Commons, both of which he deemed unprecedented, he 
promised to transmit, the Address to Ilis Majesty, in order that, by 
I heir own act, I lis Majesty might be formally apprised of the ability 
and of the voluntary pledge, which the people of this Province had 
thus given, to pay tiie entire Civil Expenditure of the Province, when 
required so to do.

It is evident that this answer not only guarded the rights of Mis Ma
jesty and of the Imperial Parliament, but also those of the Legislative 
Council, and more particularly excluded all hope of admitting the 
controul of the Assembly over the present and future territorial Re
venue of the Crown ; and we can therefore easily account for the 
symptoms of mortified ambition "exhibited by the Majority, on receiv
ing this reply, which they immediately subjected to the investigation 
of u Committed, composed of Messrs. liunrdages, Bedard, Taschereau, 
Borgia, Blanch el and J‘a pineau. *

In every proceeding of the Mouse of Assembly, the French Cana
dian Majority showed a desire to destroy the rights of the Legisla
tive Council as u^o-ordinate and important branch of the Provincial 
Legislature. The Constitutional rights of this body interfered with 
every step in the ambitious career of the former, and destroyed all 
analogy with the proceedings of the old Colonics as to the appoint
ment of Agents, and, strict1/ speaking, even of Commissioners, on 
Financial intercourse with Great Britain or the sister Provinces of 
British America. Whenever) therefore, the question of appointing! 
Colonial Atocnt, as discusaetr this Session, has come before the House 
of Assembly, the Majority has always resisted any interference on the 
part of the Legislative Council, without, however, receiving any support 
from persons acquainted with the Constitution of Upper and Lower 
Canada, and willing, as becomes loyal subjects, to submit to it as an 
Act of the Imperial Parliament.

The Majority of the House of Assembly this Session attempted to 
appoint and support a Colonial Agent at the seat of Mis Majesty’s 
Government, in the silme manner as was practised by the old Colo
nies ; and a Bill for this purpose was introduced, but, like other am
bitious projects, was prevented from progress by the approaching 
Prorogation and Dissolution. s
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The Bill for immediately disabling the Judges having been speedily 
passed, was returned by the Legislative Council, with an amendment, 
which, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Royal As
sent proposed to be given by His Majesty'» Representative, postpon
ed, to the end of the present Parliament, thé incapacity of Judges of 
His Majesty's Court of King's Bench to sit and vote in the House of 
Assembly. The Majority, anxious to obtain the passage of the Act, 
but still more eager to be relieved from the presence of Judge De- 
bonne, now returned to a vote of expulsion, and by a Majority of 19 
to 10, they declared his seat vacant : they also rejected that part of the 
amendment of the Council, which would have admitted of this individual 
being re-elected or replaced by another Judge, and thus brought 
themselves into direct collision, not only with the Legislative Council 
and with the Governor’s instructions, but also with the Constitutional 
rights of the elective body, to whom an immediate appeal by Writ of 
Election to fill the seat thus declared vacant, would have taken plat‘e.

These proceedings, leading to a resort, through the Speaker of the 
House, to His Excellency to issue a WVit in His Majesty’s name for 
the Election of a Member for the County of Quebec, in the place and 
stead of the expelled Judge, placed the Governor General in an un
precedented dilemma, from which he deemed it necessary to extricate 
himself, by a new Dissolution of the Provincial Parliament.

Accordingly, on the 26th February, His Excellcncj\ having com
manded the attendance of the House in the Legislative Council 
Chamber, and having there given the Royal Assent to the Bills for re
newing two temporary Acts, intimated his intentions in a Speech to 
both Houses, from which we give the following extracts ;

Whatever might be my personal wishes, or how.ver strong might, be 
my desire, that the public business should suffer no interruption, If ear 
that, on this occasion, nothing is left to my discretion : it lias been ren
dered impossible for me to act otherwise than in the way in which 1 um 
proposing

" The House of Assembly has taken upon itself, without the participa
tion of the other branches of the Legislature, to pass a vote that a Judge 
of His Majesty’s Court of King s Hench cannot sit nor vote in that 
House. However I might set aside the personal feelings which would 
not be unnatural in me, as to the mode in which this transaction has been 
conducted towards myself, there is another and infinitely higher consider
ation arises out of it, which I must not overlook.

“ It is impossible for me to consider what has been done in any other 
light than as a direct violation of an Act of the Imperial Parliament— 
of that Parliament which confei red on yon the Constitution, to which you 
profess to owe your present prosperity ; nor can I do otherwise than 
consider the House of Assembly us having unconstitutionally disfran
chised a large portion of His Majesty’s Subjects, and rendered ineli
gible, by un authority which they do not possess, another not inconsider
able class of the community

“Such an assumption l should, at any rale, feel myself bound, by
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even/ tie of duty, to oppose : but, in consequence of the expulsion oj the 
Member fur the County of Quebec, u vacancy in the representation for 
that County has been declared ; and it would be necessary that a new
Writ should issue for the election of another member. That writ would 
beta be signed by me : Gentlemen—1 cannot—dure not render myself 
a partaker in a violation of an Act of the Imperial Put Hument ; and 
I know no other way by which I can avoid becoming so, but that 
which I am pursuing.” „

Ills Excellency ended Ills Speech as he had begun it, by stating 
his sincere regret at this new resort to His Majesty's Prerôgative, re
lying upon the good sense of the Electors fur his acquittance from all 
blame, in the course Avhich had been rendered necessary, by circum
stances beyond his controul.

Thus ended the sixth Parliament, after a Session of four weeks. 
Instead of feeling great alarm from this new Dissolution, the Mem
bers of the Assembly concerned in the obnoxious measures, knowing 
the gullibility of the great Majority of the Electors, confidently ex
pected to be returned triumphantly, and to be enabled to continue 
their plans of exclusive dominatioiHor themselves and for the “ Na
tion Canadienne." One might even l)e permitted to conjecture that 

$ they courted this new exercise of the Prerogative, in order io have an 
opportunity of appealing, as patriotic and persecuted men, to the 
Electors, and to conciliate them in favor of the frequently proposed 
measure of granting pecuniary compensation for legislative services, 
which the penurious spirit of the Habitants, not less than the opposi
tion of the Exe 'iad hitherto impeded.

S
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CHAP. XII.

A. D. 1811.
A

Seventh Provincial Parliament.—Vanity of the expectations entertained by 
some persons ttfal the Dissolution of the sixth Parliament would cause Mem ■ 
hers favorable to the Government to be returned. -This disappointment as
cribed to the characteristic prepossessions and peculiarities of Mv Electors.

- —lletrospective allusion to the formation of the character and political 
opinions of the FJectors.— The new Constitution has the effect of distracting' 
their minds, by introducing collisions between the ruling authorities. - The 
vanity and the religiousprejudiees of Romish Electors. incline them always 
to support the elected, against the authorities created by the Prerogative of a 
Protestant King.—Confidence at first displayed by the old Members, as to the 
event of being re-elected.—They are however alarmed at the preparations 
of the Government and of the subjects of British descent to influence the 
FJectors. — The Canadien newspaper becomes more and more violent against 
the Executive.—Humour of its being partly supported by the Plenipoten
tiary of Napoleon Buonaparte. —The Governor General suppresses the 
Canadien, seizing the Printing Press and all the papers found in the 
Printing Office.—lie imprisons lree Members of the sixth Parliament, 
as suspected of seditious practices.—Conjectures on the subject of those 
measures, which were not followed up by any public trials.—They arc sup
posed to ha ve been merely intended to excite the attention of the Electors a t 
this crisis of taking the sense of the people.—Reluctance of the Sub
jects of British origin to acquiesce in the intention, ascribed to the 
Governor, of suspending the Constitution.—Jealousy existing in the Dis
trict of Montreal against the Quebec Junta. — The Addresses of British 
Candidates rejerred to, as proofs of their inexperience and delusion.—A 
variety of Candidates at the general election.—The old Members prevail.— 
Immediate consequences of the disappointment of the British Candidates.— 
A feeble effort made in favor of a suspension of the Constitution.—Causes 
of the failure of this half measure, and allusion to the preferable course 
of uniting Upper to Lower Canada, and at the same time improving the 
Constitutional Act, 31, Geo. III. Cap. 31.—Review of arguments in favor 
of this course, and reference to the postponed Union Bill of the year 1822, 
as containing the true remedy for the grievances of the Subjects of British 
descent in Ixtwer Canada.—First Session of the seventh Provincial Parlia
ment.—Feeble Minority in the House of Assembly, in favor of the Execu
tive.—Mr. Panel re-elected Speaker. —The Governor General's Speech.—He 
suppresses all his favorite topics, and confines himself to local affairs, and 
to the state of the negotiations between Great Britain and the United States'. 
—Address of the House of Assembly, containing a remarkable admission that
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jca/ousics exist, between the French Canadians and the Subject* of British 
docent.— The cane of Fierce Fa lard, a Member of the sixth Furl lament, re
elected fur the seventh, while he was imprisoned under the accusation 
seditious practices. — Temporising conduct of the Majority, with conjec
tures on its Unascertained causes. - Industry of the House of Assembly. — 
lteview of various proceedings. -Petition of the Debtori confined in the 
Caul of Montreal. —F.vpedicncy of a Bankrupt I.aw.—Hill from the Le
gislative Council, making it felony to counterfeit foreign coins and foreign 
promissory notes- — The ci ime reduced to a misdemeanor by the Assembly ; 

and an Act pasted accordingly. —Inflections on the execution of this Act.— 
Hill for the continuation oj the Gaol Duties Act■ promoted by the urgency of 
the inhabitants of Three Hivers to have a new Gaol, at the general expense. 
— Bill Jor applying the bequest of John Conrad Marstel/er to the Establish
ment of a House of Industry for the poor, at Montreal. —Fate of this esta
blishment.—Abortive attempt by the Maj ority, to restore the proscribed mode 
of covering the roofs of houses with shingles in Montreal. —Account of th e 
Provincial Revenue, and the effects of its prosperous state, on the disposi
tion of the House of Assembly to lavish the produce of taxes on Merchan
dise for Local purposes.—Hill to give an exclusive right to John Molson to 
Steumb'oat Navigation on the St. Lawrence, passed in the House of Assemb’y, 
but rejected in the Legislative Council.—Reflections upon this and futurc 
failures, t o obtain encouragement from the Government of I/owcr Canada ti 
great undertakings. -Number of Acts passed during this busy Session.— 
Account of Sir James Henry Craig’s farewell Speech, and extoacts from 
the same.

After the Dissolution of the sixth House of Assembly, under cir
cumstances, which, to disinterested spectators, seemed to justify this 
exercise of the Prerogative, it was expected that a reaction would take 
place : and that the great body of the Constituents would, from pru
dential motives, if not from higher principles, have disapproved of the 
revolutionary conduct of their Representatives. This expectation* 
however, was contradicted by the event, which is to be explained by 
the peculiar habits of thought and character, which distinguish the 
French Canadians. These habits and character, originally formed by 
the despotic government, civil, military, and ecclesiastical, of Louis 
the XIVth of France, induced the French Canadian population chiefly 
to regard the immediate agents of authority, who came in daily or fre
quent contact with them, by oral Command or communication. Thus, 
long after the Conquest, the lowest agent of authority bad only to pre
sent himself, in the nam^of the King, to be instantly obeyed. It was 
not a King, a Governor, a General, a Judge, or a Bishop, with whom 
they had personal communication : these awful authorities they sur
veyed at a distance, with due reverence ; but their immediate obedi
ence was considered as due to a Seigneur, a Justice of Peace, an Offi
cer of Militia, a Bailiff, and a Curé, or Priest. When the British 
Parliament, therefore, established anjlouse of Assembly, the Mcm-

i
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hers of tlmfNpvwly constitute*»! authority, though chosen by them
selves, were admitted to a great share of the habitual submission, 
which their" Constituents were accustomed to pay to every agent of 
authority, who came into immediate contact with them. By the new 
Constitution, the Habitants, in fact, supposed that they were com
manded by the Governor, at every election, to choose rulers over 
themselves ; and, having once chosen them, they readily admitted 
them to great authority and influence over their opinions and con
duct. Believing this to be the disposition of the ignorant peasantry 
of Lower Canada, we can have no difficulty in supposing that what, in u 
free and intelligent community, is properly called Public Opinion, is 
in this Province nirre/i/ the effectif the opinions yffhc immediate agents of 
authority, including the Members oft he Assembly, operating upon the na
tural desires, of a people attached to the laws, language, habits, manners 
and prejudices of their French ancestors. The immediate agents of autho
rity, therefore, who interfere the least with those characteristics, will 
be the most favored by them. We flatter ourselves that these expla
nations have enabled our readers to recognise the influence w hich 
predominated at the new election, in April, 1810. The Sovereign 
was a Protestant King of a Protestant nation; the Governor was a 
Protestant, as was the Majority of his Executive Council ; the Ma
jority of the Legislative Council was also Protestant, and partly com
posed of persons in office, who received salaries. On the other hand, 
the Members of the dissolved Assembly were persons w ho professed 
the Romish Religion, who held no lucrative office under the Govern
ment, and who had been chosen as friendly to their civil and religious 
rights, and opposed to every measure which could disturb the rou
tine of their hereditary labours and enjoyments. Indolent, particu
larly in mind, they could not analyse the conduct of their Represen
tatives, and discriminate the parts which belonged to inordinate and 
selfish ambition, from those which might be ascribed to zeal for their 
service.*

The old Members were so confident of the effects of those cha
racteristics of their Constituents, that they derided every doubt of rc- 
eleetion.f Perceiving, however, the exertions of the Executive and 
of the Subjects of British origin against them, they resumed the arms

• With respect to acknowledgment and feelings of service, there is little differ- 
ence between the conductof a Sovereign and that of aConstitutional body of the peo
ple : When the tyrannical conduct of the Earl of Lauderdale in Scotland was prov
ed before Charles the Second and his Council, that Monarch, while he reprobated 
it, could not help expressing his feeling that the Noble Earl had been actuated with 
views to promote the interest of hit Prince.

f One of the old members, being accosted by an acquaintance in Montreal, who, in 
atone of regret, remarked that the Assembly had been dissolved or broken, replied— 
that it is true, but the fragments are good. We see that this anecdote will look bet
ter in French, as follows—“ Un ami, rencontrant sur le marché Monsr. D ■ r, 
“lui dit, en haussant les é/iaulet—ah, Monsieur, notre Parlement est encore cassé ;
“ oui, rejnndù fièrement Mr. D———r, le Parlement est cassé, mais les morceaux 
“en sont bons."
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of ridicule and misrepresentation, which had done them such good 
service at the previous election. For this purpose, the newspaper l.r. 
Canadien, was adopted to furnish the text for general comment, and 
was circulated at such expense, as gave occasion to suppose that fo
reign contributions for its support might have been furnished. Believ
ing, as we do, that The Cnunilirn was merely supported by the 
French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly and their ad
herents, with the view of promoting the exclusive domination of the 
popular branch of the Legislature, we cannot however, as historians, 
help mentioning, that the anti-British sentiments which that paper 
contained, gave currency to an idle report, that it was partly support
ed by the French Plenipotentiary at Washington, the Metropolis of 
the United States. The Canadien thus connected, in the minds of 
the credulous, with the intrigues and ambition of Napoleon Buonaparte, 
became an object of additional alarm and detestation to many per
sons well affected.to Government. Urged by them, and further sti
mulated by the seditious writings which it contained, the Governor 
General, whose native courage and military habits might have made 
him despise paper bullets, was induced to take summary measures 
against the French Canadian Press. On the 17th March, under the 
authority of the Exécutive, the'printing office of the Canadien was 
forcibly entered, and all the papers, with the press nnd prhuing ap
paratus found therein, were seized and conveyed to the Court House 
of Quebec. As might be expected, the Printer also, after examina
tion before the Council, w as committed to prison ; but, on what 
grounds the ulterior measures of the Executive were taken, is a ques
tion of mystery which future writers will have to investigate. Though 
the mass of the population, unable to read or write, unprovided w ith 
arms and the habit of using them, could not be supposed to sympathise 
with the fate of the national press, or be able to revenge its destruction, 
the Executive followed up this measure of force with others, indicating 
a fear of insurrection. The different guards were reinforced ; and mili
tary patroles paraded through the city and suburbs of Quebec. The 
mad, containing letters for Montreal, was detained; and various other 
precautions in the power of Government were taken, as if to prevent the 
objects of prosecution from escape. Meantime, the well disposed part 
of the community trembled at this crisis, believing that an extensive 
conspiracy for their destruction, had been made known to the Govern
ment ; but it turned out a false alarm ; and, after due enquiry through
out the country, and a strict examination of the papers found in the 
office of the Canadian press, six individuals only were taken into cus
tody ; and none were driven into concealment or exile by conscious
ness of guilt. The truth is, that the tendency of the Constitutional 
Act w as a permanent cause of disturbing the peace on the eve of an 
election, by open and universal suffrage ; and, reduced as we are to 
mere conjecture, we might suppose that the Governor General, at this 
moment, intended to suspend thcConstitution,on the joint responsibility 
of himself and the Executive Council, if we had not the recent proof of

ri
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liis different sentiments in his Speech to both Houses, 2Gth February ; 
in which he said, speaking of the Constitution—“ I cannot, dare not, 
render my sell a partaker in the violation of an Act of the Imperial 
parliament." Whatever might have been the intentions of the Exe
cutive, it is certain that even the Subjects of British origin had not yet 
sufficiently tasted the bitter fruits of the Constitution to approve of 
its suspension. To many of them it was still pleasant to the eue and 
sweet in the month ; while its bitterness in the belli) had been felt only 
by a few old residents, and persons capable of investigating the first 
principles of Government, and their application to the character and 
circumstances of the governed. The existence of these feelings in fa
vour of the Constitution, with all its admitted faults, was more par
ticularly ascertained in the City and District of Montreal, containing 
many new Settlers, who also had not sufficient confidence in the Que
bec Junta, alluded to in our previous Chapters, to strengthen its au
thority. Strange as it may now appear to our reflecting readers, it is 
a fact that many well intentioned individuals of British origin persisted 
in expecting benefits from a Constitution connected with French and 
Feudal Laws, and partly ad mini stated by a House of Assembly, elected 
by the universal suffrage of the French Canadians ; whose political 
opinions had been entirely formed by the intrigues and speeches of 
the candidates for their votes. They even entertained sanguine 'ex
pectations of the result of the new elections : they seemed to think 
that the forms of the British Constitution, transplanted into Canada, 
would operate as the substance does in the United Kingdom ; and 
that the electors, who neither by education or property, are qualified 
to judge or control the measures of the elected, would nevertheless 
come forward and disapprove of their proceedings. It is painful, 
though necessary, to allude to those delusions ; but we must refer 
our intelligent readers to the Addresses of the various Candidates of 
British origin, to convince them of the vanity of their expectations 
from the sense and prudence of the elective body. The general 
election of 1810, brought forward Candidates of every class and pro
fession, except Judges : The doctors and surgeons, w ho perceived the 
body politic diseased, offered their services ; the lawyers, always ex
pecting to profit by difference of opinion ; the merchants, fearing 
new taxes on imported goods ; the auctioneers, anxious to abolish the 
auction duly ; the seigneurs, wishing to conciliate their feudal rights 
with the pretensions of their vassals ;—all came forw ard on this occa
sion. But, seizing the vantage ground of previous confidence, the 
great majority of the old members carried the day ; and the Governor 
General was destined to meet, in the Legislative Council Chamber, 
and even to admit to his social board the same men, whom he had 
justly stigmatised as unworthy of the countenance or choice'of loyal 
subjects of liis Majesty. Meantime the influence of external com
merce on the progress of the country demanded acts of legislation, 
which two successive dissolutions hail impeded. The Majority of
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the House of Assembly, aware that temporary Acts would best sen 
cure their power, had rendered the regulation of Trade and Police, 
and even a part of the pecuniary support of the local administration f 
of Justice temporary; and they could, at any time, alarm the Mer- ' 
chants and Citizens of the Towns with the view of expiring Civil 
Laws, and the fear of their being replaced by Martial Law, or re
vived Ordinances of the old Government. A number, however, of 
the eminent Merchants of Quebec and Montreal, aware of the im
mense power of the Imperial Government, could not conceive the 
possibility of its long permitting a faction, under colour of an Act of 
the British Parliament, to disturb the Colony, and paralyse every ef
fort towards improvement. These practical men, who had not only 
long resided in Lower Canadju. but were also acquainted with the 
circumstances and situation of 4§ireat Britain and the United States, 
could not be deluded by the pretensions of what is familiarly called 
a paper Constitution. I They were convinced that the new Constitu
tional Act, 31, Geo. III. Cap. 31, by the introduction of the forms of 
a free Government prematurely into Lower Canada, had, in fact, 
placed a Colony of immense extent, capable of augmenting the com- 
ilffrce, and settling the surplus population of Great Britain, into the 
power of an Anti-British and Anti-commercial faction, elected by the 
almost universal suffrage of a gullible population of French origin, 
whose restricted notions extended to none of the improvements necessary 
to render the Country useful to Great Britain, or to the Sister Pro
vinces of British North America. When the result of the General 
Election of the year 1810, had discouraged the British admirers of 
the Constitution, it was generally believed that they would have sup-70 
ported a Petition to the Imperial Government, to the following ef
fect :—that His Majesty’s Ministers would be pleased to take the 
state of Lower Canada, under the present Constitution, into their 
consideration, and investigate the numerous grievances of the Sub
jects of British origin, and, supposing them duly impressed with the 
sinister proceedings of the Majority of the House of Assembly, 
praying them to recommend to the Imperial Parliament, the suspen
sion of the new Constitution, and the revival of the entire Act of the 
14th, Geo. III., Cap. 89; with some modifications of the old Legis
lative Council, suited to the commercial and financial exigencies of 
the Province. This Measure, however, was only recommended on 
the principle of state necessity, and in order to restore the temporary 
tranquillity of the Province, and to give the necessary leisure for ma
turing a new Constitutional Act, conferring a free Government, care
fully adapted to a Commercial Colony, and conciliating the rights of 
the Subjects of British origin, with those of French origin, instead 
of establishing the French Canadians, with all their prejudices, as the 
masters of the Country. This proposal appears to have been that 
choice of evils, which men of property generally make, in preference 
to hazarding the experiment of a general and extensive measure,

T
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calculated to expose the origin, and effectually redress the grievan
ces of a Country ; and, being what is called a half measure, it could 
not excite the energy and spirit which the prospect of" an effectual 
remedy is calculated to produce. The complaints against the old 
Constitution of 1774, were still present to the minds of many influ
ential individuals both in Great Britain and in Canada ; and the idea 
of retrograding in the forms of free Government, was extremely re
volting to the minds of many Subjects of British origin. The pro
posal, therefore, though probably made to His Majesty’s Ministers, 
was not acted upon ; and no effort was made for the relief of the 
Subjects of British origin, till the introduction of the Bill for the Le
gislative Union of Lower and Upper Canada, in the year 182*2, which, 
with all its acknowledged faults, would nevertheless have had the de
sired effect, of teaching the plainest understanding the true line of 
political duty. At present, it is impossible for any man, wishing to 
exercise political rights, and at the same time to pursue In tranquilli
ty his private interests, to act with independence and consistency. 
If we instance a Briton, desirous of legislative encouragement for 
any improvement, he must first conciliate the French Canadian Ma
jority of the House of Assembly, and thus indispose the other 
branches of the Government. If he, on the other hand, begin with 
engaging the patronage of the Governor and Legislative Council, his 
project, approved by them, will be sure to fail in the House of As
sembly. In this manner, we shall see the most indefatigable projec
tors, esteeming highly the encouragement of the Legislature of Low
er Canada, driven from pillar to post, and obliged, at last, to rely on 
their own resources. At this day, therefore, no individual has to 
thank the Legislature of Lower Canada, for direct encouragement to 
great undertakings ; and every improvement in the inland Naviga
tion of the Province and of its Harbours, has been rather impeded, 
than advanced by the tenacious pretensions of the different branches 
of the Legislature, except in the instance of the Lachine Canal.

But we return from this digression, to review’ the proceeding^ of 
the first Session of the seventh Provincial Parliament of Lower Ca
nada. The Executive had very few adherents in the House of As
sembly; but we mention their names below, in a note, for the pur
pose of showing that, under the present Constitution, every Govern
or pursuing British interests, will find his legislative adherents in the 
popular branch, decrease in numbers, respectability and talent.*

• The Members who generally supported Government, were first :—(Officers or 
Placemen,)—Mr. Bowen, Attorney General, Mr. Sewell, Solicitor General, Mr. Cof

fin, Mr. Caldwell, son of the Receiver General. Second:—(Merchants)—lolin 
Mure, James Irvine. G At. St. Dizier, A. N. Me Lewi, Matthew Bell■—The Gov
ernment of Great Britain has generally a Majority in the Iluuse of Commons in 
the proportion of two to one, and in the Colonies of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 
and Upper Canada, three to two;—In Lower Canada, it lias, on the average, since 
the new Constitution, been in the Minority, whenever British law or ascendancy 
was in question. This was never tire case, even in Ireland, when she had a House 
of Commons.
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After the usual preliminaries of administering the oaths and ap
proving a Speaker, which, in the year 1827, have been called by the 
Assembly mere matters of courtesy and form, the customary salvo of 
privilege took place, by introducing and reading, for the first time, 
the continuation of the Act for the regulation of Trade between this 
Province and the United States, by land and inland Navigation. 
After which, Mr. J. A. Panel, who might be called the Speaker for 
life, reported the Speech of the Governor General, on the 12th of 
December, 1810, confined chiefly to local topics, and to the relations 
existing between Ilis Majesty’s Government and the United States, 
which vitally interested the Province. His Excellency, feeling that 
there existed no sympathy between the Majority of the House of 
Assembly and himself, on his favorite topic of the warlike exploits 
and glory of Great Britain, then contending almost alone against 
Napoleon Buonaparte and his Allies, for her independent existence, 
passed over European affairs, with a slight remark on a want of offi
cial accounts to ground any information to be given to them. With 
respect to the negotiations between Great Britain and the United 
States, His Excellency represented them to be in a very unsatisfacto
ry state; and that new claims, connected with pretensions of neutral 
rights, hud been brought forward, calculated to embarrass and delay 
an amicable adjustment. As to local affairs, His Excellency earn
estly recommended the continuation of the temporary Acts for the 
preservation of His Majesty’s Government, and for the regulation of 
Aliens, together with the Act for the regulation of Trade between 
this Province and the United States. Confining his particular re
commendations to those Measures to which their Predecessors had 
pledged themselves, His Excellency, taught by experience that the 
projects of the Executive would be viewed with jealousy, had now 
reverted to the reserved demeanor, which suited the defensive posi
tion, into which the result of the recent Election had forced his Ad
ministration. Addressing the House of Assembly, His Excellency 
said that he would direct to be laid before it, Statements of the Pro
vincial Revenue of the Crown, and of the Expenditure for the last 
twelve months. He ended his Speech by promising to both Houses 
to concur with them, most readily and cheerfully, in every Measure 
which they might propose, in mutual harmony, as conducive to the 
prosperity and happiness of the Colony. “ The rule of my conduct,” 
said His Excellency, “ is to discharge my duty to His Majesty, by a 
constant attention to the interests of his Government, and to the 
welfare of his Subjects which he has committed to my charge ; and 
these objects I feel to be best promoted by a strict adherence to the laws 
and to the principles of the Constitution, and by maintaining in their 
just balance, the rights and privileges of every branch of the Legis
lature."

This guarded, firm and temperate Speech, in which every personal 
feeling was subdued, disappointed the expectations of the Majority
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of the House of Assembly, who found it difficult to quarrel at the 
commencement. The Committee appointed to prepare an Address, 
were at issue on some points, as appeared when the Report was sub
mitted for the concurrence of the House, after t\n unusual delay of 
seven days. Mr. Mure and the Solicitor General, having strenuously 
opposed, in the select Committee, a paragraph of the Address which 
stated the manner of the execution of the law for the preservation 
of His Majesty's Government, as not having been calculated to ren
der its unaltered renewal, a Measure that would insure confidence 
between His Majesty’s Government and his Canadian Subjects, an 
attempt to expunge it in the Committee of the whole House, was 
made by the feeble Minority which now supported the Executive ; 
but, with other offensive insinuations, it was passed by the Majority. 
It is, however, worthy of remark, that the same men who had, in 
previous Parliaments, reprobated an allusion by His Excellency to 
the difficulty of preserving the necessary harmony, in a Province 
whose population w as composed of marts differing in opinions, cus
toms and prejudices, nr,tv adopted his very tcords on the subject, and 
admitted the existence of this disparity between Lower Canada and the 
other Colonies of His Majesty. Of the six individuals taken into 
custody for alledged treasonable practices, three were Members of 
the preceding House of Assembly ; and one of them, Mr. Pierre 
Bedard, who had, under every condition, except an aquittal by a Ju
ry, refused to leave prison, was re-elected. The Governor, who de
clined bringing him to trial, took the sense of the House as to his 
eligibility, and the Majority passed resolves disapproving of his im
prisonment, and declaring him duly qualified to take his seat and 
vote therein. These resolves were ordered to be communicated to 
His Excellency, with an Address expressing the desire of the House 
for the liberation of Mr. Pierre Bedard ; and Messengers were ap
pointed for that purpose, who declined acting, on account of a defect 
in the formality of their appointment, and the want of directions for 
their conduct on such a delicate mission.* .

It is difficult to account for the comparative quiet which prevailed 
during this Session ; and, though it has been ascribed to various 
causes, some more efficient will doubtless be discovered in the writ
ings of the adherents of the different branches of the Legislature. 
It has on this subject been asserted, that the imprisonn^rnt of the 
most violent of the Members of the late House of Assembly, and 
the destruction of the press, which spread seditious writings, had 
quelled the turbulent spirit, which the firmness and military attitude 
of the Governor and an efficient defensive Staff prevented from'ris
ing again during his Administration. It has also been asserted that

• The Messengers who had been named for this purpose, were MeisHf. It our- 
dages, Debarttch, Bruneau, Lee, Belief, rapineau, junior, and Viger ;à>ut the 
House, at the moment of their appointment, having adjourned for want of a quo
rum, the preparation of an Address was neglected.
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the urgency for new laws on the part of influential men in the Pro
vince, effected a truce between the branches of the Legislature ; and, 
combined with the hopes that the declining health of the Governor 
would induce him speedily to leave the Province, this circumstance 
may have induced the Majority to temporise. The House of Assem
bly and its adherents, however, would admit no farther reason fojj 
tranquillity, than that they were making a magnanimous use of their 
victory over Judges, Jews, and arbitrary Dissolutions, and that they 
perfectly despised the Minority which supported the Executive.

Leaving to future writers to collect the various reasons which com
bined to form a sufficient cause, the House certainly showed consi
derable industry in public business, and matured a variety of plea
sures in such a manner as induced the other branches of the legis
lature to concur in them, and, by the Royal Assent, make thetfi'Laws 
of the land. The subjects which the Assembly postponed, were Ta
ken up by the Legislative Council, in which branch originated the 
continuation of the Acts for the preservation of His Majesty’s Gov
ernment, and for the regulation of Aliens ; and various instances of 
compromise, after explanation, took place. 1

In the Commerce of the Province, subsequent to the gleam of 
prosperity caused by the American Embargo, a re-action had taken 
place ; and many persons were at this time confined in prison for 
debts. A well written Petition from them, was presented to the 
House of Assembly on the 29th of December, the details of which 
forcibly impress the mind with the expediency of a Bankrupt Law in 
this Commercial Country ; but, at the same time, we are led to per
ceive the necessity of the previous Measure of Register Offices, to 
check the propensity of Bankrupts to make secret transfers or invest
ments of property justly belonging to their Creditors. Some of the 
Subscribers to the Petition, which more particularly prayed for a 
larger contribution of subsistence money, than five shillings per week, 
by the Creditors, were well known to have conveyed their property, 
in a manner which the French Laws of the Province could not trace 
and make known to the Courts of Justice. The House of Assembly, 
blinking the question of the dejects which it knew could only be repair
ed by admitting more English Commercial Law, occupied itself mere
ly with the prayer of the Petition for an additional allowance ; but 
even this part of the subject was not prosecuted when the Commit
tee, to which it was referred, ascertained the character and origin of 
the great Majority of the Petitioners.

The Legislative Council having passed a Bill to punish, as a Fe
lony, the forging and counterfeiting of Foreign Bills of Exchange, 
and Promissory Notes, and Orders for the payment of Money, the 
House of Assembly reduced the crime to a misdemeanor ; and an 
Act to this effect, was finally sanctioned. This law, as may indeed 
be said of all other laws in the Province, is not executed with due en
ergy, owing chiefly to the want of the netessary funds for defraying 
the expenses attending the bringing of offenders to justice.



POLITICAL ANNALS [chap

1

During this Session, the claims of the Contraçtors for building the 
Gaol of Quebec, were taken into consideration ; but their «Hedged 
losses were not compensated : the expenditure for Gaols and Court
houses, bad already been double what was intended : and the result 
should have rendered the House of Assembly favourable to District 
Assessments for such purposes, which mode of taxation would have 
insured more tare and economy in the application of the produce.

The system of taxation of Commerce having, however, been adopt
ed, lavish expenditures for public offices, were now contemplated ; 
and the establishments were calculated to cost fifty thousand pounds. 
A continuation of the Gaol Duties’ Act, 45, Geo. Ill, Cap. I.‘I, was 
therefore decided upon, notwithstanding the strenuous opposition of 
some Merchants and Auctioneers. The want of a District Gaol for 
Three Rix'crs, facilitated the passage of this Bill; but the appropria
tion of funds for this purpose, was reserved for His Majesty’s plea
sure ; and the contemplated public offices have to this day been ne
glected.

In consequence of the bequest of property by a German of the 
name of John Conrad Marsteller, an Act was passed this Session for 
the establishment: of a House of Industry ; but this well intended 
Institution, after several abortive attempts, has ended in leaving some ' 
fixed property for sale on account of the public.

Some Members of the Majority, possessed of vacant ground near 
Montreal, renewed their efforts in favour of the proscribed mode of 
covering the roofs of Houses with Shingles ; but the well founded 
alarms of the Proprietors of IlOuseS on account of the danger of the 
spreading of Fires by means of inflamed Shingles, prevented lilt; 
passage of the Bill into a Law, which, on motion of Mr. Viger, se
conded by Mr. Papineau, Junior, passed the Assembly, but was re
jected by the Legislative Council. On the 15th of February, the 
Accounts of the Revenue were presented, and added to the compla
cency of the Assembly, by the flourishing state of the Provincial 
Finances which they exhibited. The amount of the Revenue was 
about sixty-threc thousand pounds' sterling, and of the Expenditure, 
including the expenses of the Legislature, and the drawbacks to Up
per Canaxla, forty-three thousand pounds sterling. This Statement 
will account for the appropriations, after some difficulty, of the addi
tional sums required to cover the great excesses of the estimated ex
penses of finishing the Gaol of Montreal, and the repairs of the resi
dence of the Governor in Quebec ; both of which doubled the ori
ginal estimates, and produced subjects of enquiry to Committees of 
the House ; and led to some salutary restrictions in future grants, 
without, however, altering the favourite principle of taxing Commerce, 
for all public purposes.

An attempt was, this Session, renewed by the Maitres de Poste, to 
recover their old monopoly of the conveyance’of Travellers by Land ; 
but there was a sufficient sense of justice and commercial utility in
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In consequence of a Petition from ,\lr. John Molson, an opulent 
brewer, who, having capital to spare, had made an experiment with 
it, in imitating the beneficial application of the power of Steam in 
propelling vessels, lately introduced into the State of New York, un
der the encouragement of an exclusive Patent, a Bill was, on the 
11th of February, introduced by A/f. Viger, to grant"to John Mol
son the exclusive right and privilege of navigating one or more Steam
boats between Quebec and Montreal, on the River St. Lawrence. 
This Bill, after undergoing some ameAments, was passed on the 25th 
of February, by a Majority of 15 4. This Measure, however,
was not concurred in by the Legislative Council ; and, when next 
Session the Petitioner had succeeded in conciliating that body, the 
House of Assembly was unfavourable; and, like almost every pro
jector of beneficial enterprises in this Province, lie was left to depend 
upon his own resources ; these were ample, not only in capital, but 
in that persevering spirit which distinguishes most Englishmen who 
have had success in their original pursuits, and turn their attention 
to higher objects of industry calculated to gratify their national am
bition for improvement. This gentleman's success was soon after in
sured by the exigencies of the war; when his Boats were chiefly em
ployed in conveying Troops, StorCs and Provisions, for Government ; 
and he is a prominent exception to the common prepossessions of 
mankind, which, as matter of course, consign to ruin and disappoint
ment the first projectors of great undertakings.

The limits which we have prescribed to ourselves, and the desire 
which we feel to give some extracts from Sir James Henry Craig's 
farewell Speech, to both Houses, prevents our giving some farther 
details of the proceedings of this busy Session ; in which the Parlia
ment seemed to feel that the eyes of the intelligent part of the peo
ple were scrutinising the conduct of the different branches.

On the 21st of March, His Excellency having commanded the at
tendance of the Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly 
in the Legislative Council Chamber, gave the Royal Assent to Inf- 
teen Acts, reserving for His Majesty’s pleasure the Bill for creating 
a District Gaol in the Borough of Three Rivers.

Ilis Excellency then closed the Session with a long Speech, which 
began by giving due praise for the assiduity iri public business which 
both Houses had displayed. He next alluded to the alarming ill
ness of Ilis Majesty, vyhich was destined to cause the establishment 
of a Regency in a period of vital interest to the Nation. Alluding 
to the Government of the United States, His Excellency characteris
ed their new Act of non importation, directed against Great Britain, 
as a branch of partial and irritating policy ; the operation of which, 
even their own Lawyers and Mercantile Citizens could not under
stand. After having expressed 1ns thanks fur the provision made to
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cover the deficiency in the funds origu6^|' voted for repairing the 
Castle of St. Louis, the Governor’s residence, he congratulated them 
upon the constitutional manner in which the Act for disqualifying the 
Judges, had been passed.

His Excellency’s Speech, assuming the style of advice, in the 
most earnest manner, called their attention to those circumstances of 
an augmenting Population and Commerce, which would demand an 
increase and energetic execution of the Laws. In this part of his 
Speech, we find a recommendation to the Legislature, in favour of 
the Inhabitants of the Townships, between whose Lands and the City 
of Quebec, he had caused a spacious Road to be opened. He charac
terised them as cultivating their lands in a manner well calculated to 
serve as an example to other parts of the Country ; and he express
ed his hope that emulation, not jealousy, would be felt towards them. 
The following paragraph, closing his Speech, we give verbatim, ex
pressing, at the same time, our regret that the opinions and advice 
which it contains, have been little attended to by the Leaders of the 
Nation Canadienne.

“ And now, Gentlemen, I have only further to recommend, that as, 
in an early part of the Session, you yourselves took occasion to observe 
on the difficulty of the task, you will proportionally exert your best en
deavours to do away with all distrust and animosity from among your
selves : while these are suffered to remain, all exertion for the public 
good must be palsied. No bar can exist to a cordial union :—religi
ous differences present, none—intolerance is not the disposition of the 
present times—and, living under one Government, enjoying equally its 
protection and fostering care, in the mutual intercourse of kindness and 
benevolence, all others will be found ideal. I am earnest in this advice, 
gentlemen. It is probably the last legacy of a sincere well-wisher, who, 
if he lives to reach the presence of his Sovereign, would indeed present 
himself with the proud certainty of obtaining his approbation, if he 
could conclude his report of his administration with saying :—I found, 
Sire, the portion of your Subjects that*you committed to my charge, di
vided among themselves, viewing each other with mistrust and jealousy, 
and animated, as they supposed, by separate interests. I lefi them, 
Sire, cordially united in the bonds of reciprocal esteem and confidence, 
and rivalling eaoh other only in affectionate attachment to your Ma
jesty’s Government, and in genei\uf exertions for the public good."
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9 CHAR XIII.

RECAPITULATION,
INTERSPERSED WITH GENERAL REMARKS.

A. I). 1759—1811.

We think that the present Chapter may be made useful to our 
readers, by taking a retrospect of our previous career, and recapitu
lating the material points of the political progress of the Majority of 
the Provincial House of Assembly. The recess of Parliament, in the 
year 1811, see As particularly convenient for this temporary pause : the 
firm and uncompromising conduct of Sir Janie's Henry Craig, support
ed by an accomplished Military Staff, headed by the brave General 
Brock, gives assurance of internal tranquillity. The question of peace 
or war with the United States was still doubtful, more particularly as 
His Majesty’s Government seemed resolved that it should not be the 
first aggressor, but that the high responsibility of declaring war should 
be left to the American Government, whose unprepared situation for 
active hostilities, both as to^ moral and physical force, is notorious. > 

Our first Chapter states the design of the work, being an historical 
enquiry into the combiqled causes which have produced the pre
sent extraordinary crisis of political affairs in Lower Canada. The 
French Canadian Leaders in the Provincial tiouse of Assembly, * 
professing to act constitutionally, have brought themselves and 
their adherents into direct collision, on matters of Finance, with 
His Majesty’s Executive, acting under instructions advisedly and 
repeatedly given by His Majesty’s Imperial Government. We 
then give our opinion that the pretensions of the House of As
sembly extend to a virtual monopoly of the powers of the Civil Gov
ernment, by such a complete control in Legislation and Finance as 
would render His Majesty’s Representative, and the Legislative 
Council, though co-ordinate branches of the Legislature, subservient 
to the interests, prejudices and passions of the French Canadian Ma
jority. These pretensions are considered the more dangerous, be
cause they emanate from Members of the popular branch, who pro
fess the Ilomish Religion, and whose superior education and talent 
enable them to form the political opinions of the yncducated Elec
tors, who are distinguished from the rest of His Majesty’s Subjects, 
by an indiscriminating attachment to the laws, language, manners and 
habits of their French ancestors. We next state our belief that these 
pretensions have, in a great degree, arisen from the encouragement 
afforded to the exclusive ambition of the French Canadian Leaders,

U
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by the Constitutional Acts, I t. Goo. III. Cap. S3, and .31, (ivo. III. 
Cap. 31, and we propose to examine their theoretical defects and 
their practical consequences, with reference to the interests of the 
British Empire at large, and to the justice due by Ilis Ma
jesty’s Imperial Government to the claims of the inhabitants of 
British descent. We assert that the pretensions of the House 
of Assembly cannot he founded upon any of thestipulations in the Ar
ticles of Capitulation or in the Treaty of Cession ; and we support 
this assertion by the result of a review of those Documents. The si
tuation in which the French Canadians were left by file Capitulation, 
and by the Treaty of Paris, offered no obstacle to the true policy of 
assimilating them to that accession of British population intended by 
His Majesty, on which point we refer to the Proclamation, dated the 
7th October, 1763.

After reviewing the Capitulation, and the Treaty of Cession, which 
chiefly secure to the French Canadians, life, property and religions 
toleration, we remark that the whole of their pretensions now become 
so formidable to the Subjects of British descent, and to the Imperial 
Government, arise from the injudicious liberality of the British Par
liament, which, by the Acts 14-, Geo. 111. Cap. S3, and 31, Geo.III. 
Cap. 31, indulged every wish of the conquered ; and by the esta
blishment of the old French Laws and Romish Religion, with the 
ascendancy in the popular branch, secured by universal suffrage 
in the Election of Members, have given a monopoly of power to the 
French Canadians, and left the Subjects of British descent w About any 
beneficial influence in the Legislature.

We therefore reviewed the Act 14, Geo. III. Cap. S3, which re
established French Laws in the Province of Quebec, tending to con
centrate the Fteiich Canadians as a sepmnte people, with a Clergy sup
posed by y'y/Znr.qsremarking in passing that the natural disgust at 
these Establishments drove British Emigrants and Loyab Americans 
to the Upper Districts, and led to the next measure, prolific of evil, 
namely, that of dividing the Province of Quebec in the year 175)1, 
and granting, without the least regard to difference of circumstances, a 
House of Assembly with the same extensive privileges to each division.

We next reviewed the Constitutional Act, 31, Geo. III. Cap 31 : 
and, with particular reference to Lower Canada, we found it calculated 
to place the French Canadians in rivalship with the other Subjects of 
His Majesty, and to facilitate the attempts of their Leaders in the House 
of Assembly to monopolise the powers of the Civil Government, and 
make His Majesty a mere military protector, lavishing the blood and 
treasure of the British Nation in de'ence of a separate people, repre
senting old France, rather than assuming the characteristics of a Colo
ny of Great Britain.

Pursuing the subject, we alluded to the legitimate, and approved 
process of amalgamating the conquered with the conquering nation : 
a proper distinction was also alledgcd between a conquest that is
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/ found fully settled, (lor instance the Islands of Guernsey and Jersey, 
! and tin’ Em par of Chinn) and one like Lower Canada, which don not 
l at present contain oar hundredth prirt of the population which it will 

be aide to support, when properly settled and cultivated.
Considering the enactments of the Constitutional Act, with more 

immediate reference to the Act M-, Geo. III., Cap. 83, which had 
concentrated the power of the French Canadians, by the establish
ment of the French Laws and the Romish Religion, the effect of the 
almost universal suffrage in electing Members of the Provincial As
sembly conferred by the Act 31, (ico. III., Cap. 31, on this part 
of the population, must tend to perpetuate their inclination to be a 
separate people» and to direct them in choosing Representatives 
pledgcdxto maintain this flattering distinction. The thcoicticnl infer
ences from those enactments, were next supported by a brief recital 
o'f the progress of the Constitution, till the period of the financial 
disputes between the House of Assembly and His Majesty's Govern- 
ment : when it was found that the Provincial Administration was 
supported, in rights and measures absolutely necessary for its benefi
cial existence, by only three Members, out of the fifty which com
pose the popular branch of the Legislature. This progress, agreea
bly our hypothesis already mentioned, wc suppose to have en
couraged the Leaders of the House of Assembly to dictate such 
terms and financial conditions to 1 lis Majesty’s Government, as if 
submitted, to, avould make the whole Province and the British Nation 
contribute to the wealth and permanent power of those leaders and 
their adherents. Wc then state our opinion that they have a nearer 
prospect than ever of this consummation ; and that a review of the 
most remarkable steps evincing the ambition and objects of the 
House of Assembly, will prove that they have neither been negli
gent nor scrupulous, in pursuing the object of obtaining a complete 
controul over the purse and person of every Subject of British ori
gin in the Province.

Our second Chapter commences the promised review of the most 
remarkable steps evincing ambition in the Leaders of the late Houses 
of Assembly ; and we assert at the outset, that in the first and least 
exceptionable, and least formidable House of Assembly, the natural 
operation of the Constitution, and the dawnings of that ambition 
which, while wc write, has reached its noontide altitude, ere discerni
ble to every intelligent reader of the proceedings.

The fatal omission in the Constitution to enact that the minutes of 
proceedings should be recorded in the English language only, as be
ing that of the Sovereign, is stated to have produced many obstacles 
to the Anglification of the Country ; and we contrast this omission 
with the provident conduct of the Congress of the United States, 
which body, while admitting the Territory of Louisiana, inhabited by 
Frenchmen, as one of the States of their Confederation, enacted, that 
all Minutes of Proceedings, in the Courts and Legislature of their

I, ii
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Sister Stale, should be exclusively recorded in (he language of the Con
stitution of the United States that is to say, in the English lan
guage ; which enactment lias naturally made the study of the En
glish tongue a primary object w ith the French Louisianians ; and, 
though in numbers, at the time of their admission, they were about 
half the amount of the French Canadians in 1791, the former now 
generally speak, or understand English, and have changed their 
French Laws for a new Code, while the Legislature and people of 
Canada remain averse from the nijpst salutary changes approved by 
France herself, and necessary for the beneficial and lastingly friendly 
intercourse between this Province, and the English speaking popula
tion and States, by which she is partly surrounded.

In the first Session of the first Parliament, the ambition of the 
Majority is chiefly discernible in 1 -.fusing, on futile pretences, to 
choose for their Speaker, a Member fully acquainted with both lan
guages, showing, at the very commencement of their career, that 
the very head and front presented to His Majesty’s Representative, 
should be always l rench, and that their wish was for ever to wake 
Lower Canada, to the back bone, French. The claim set up to the 
Jesuits’ Estates, is next brought forward ; and this early motion 
in the House of Assembly, shows that the constant object of 
that body, has been to diminish the legitimate rights of the con
quering power, and to prevent a participation by the old sub
jects in the benefits of the Conquest. France always conquered for 
the benifit of the French Nation ; but cur French House of Assembly 
have used, f rom the beginning, the powers conferred by Great Britain, 
to make the Conquest of Canada beneficial to the conquered only, and 
a continual subject of annoyance to the conquerors.

We then allude to the effect of the remains of the old French po
liteness, which frequently gained its ambitious end, by manoeuvring, 
rather than by a direct opposition to His Majesty’s Government. So 
long as the English Minority amounted to about a fourth part of the 
Assembly, it frequently happened that the absence of some French 
Canadian Members, for business or for electioneering purposes, re
duced their numbers to an equality with the usual Minority, and the 
House to the lowest quorum. Whenever, in such circumstances, the 
French found that the English were likely to carry a question, one or 
more French Canadians would withdraw ; and immediately the Speak
er, always obsequious to the Faction who elected him, would adjourn 
the House for want of a quorum.* The question was thus delayed 
until the personal convenience of the absent Members would admit 
of giving a decided negative. This manoeuvre, however, was destin-

'j

• It is curious to remark, however, that this manoeuvre, which Mr. Speaker 
Panel afterwards so often encouraged, was, in the first instance, employed against 
himself, as will appear by an account of the first debate on the personal privileges 
of the Members of the House of Assembly, contained in the second Chapter be
fore mentioned.
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ed to become obsolete in the Parliamentary tactics of Lover Cana
da, after the end of Sir Robert Shore Milites’ Administration ; when 
the Minority, comprising some Canadian Placemen and Members of 
British origin, had diminished to about ten members, or one fifth of 
the House of Assembly. We also allude to thclft^Iusion as to the 
almost magical effects ascribed to the forms of thcVritish Constitu
tion, in turning Frenchmen into Englishmen, the rallying cry "of the 
Minority being, “ let us all put our shoulders to the wheel, and let the 
“ English Constitution have a fair trial among Frenchmen.” Mean
time, the new Judicature Bill, affording the prospect of lucrative si
tuations to Judges, Crown Lawyers, and Prothonotaries, conciliated 
many individuals to things as they were. The Executive, had then 
something to give ; the resources of Lord Dorchester s Adminis
tration, had not been dried up by a declared bankruptcy of the Re
ceiver General, nor by the ldvish votes of the House of Assembly 
for internal communications, which have reduced the present Admin
istration to a morsel of bread.

Our third Chapter describes the pertinacity with which the French 
Canadian Majority resisted every modification of the Feudal Tenure 
of Lands, which Tenure they considered as best calculated to dis
courage Settlers of British origin, or, as they afterwards had the 
hardihood to call them, intruders, from settling in the French Seignio
ries. Fear, which is the original source of French politeness, still pre
served decorum in the. House of Assembly towards the Legislative 
Council, and His Majesty's Representative. This characteristic of 
the first House of Assembly, was the means of encouraging the Ex
ecutive to recommend several useful Measures. The Acts passed 
were chiefly permanent ; and the Messages of the Governor were re
ceived with thanks, and promptly taken into consideration. A sup
ply of five thousand pounds was unanimously voted ; and,, at this 
period of comparatively good feeling, if any shrewd observer of the 
tendency of the Constitution, the nature of the Canadian Leaders, 
and the gullibility of their Adherents, had predicted that they would 
eventually come into direct collision with the Imperial Government 
on pecuniary affairs, and set the local Government at defiance, his 
prophecy would have been treated with scorn, and his person spurned 
from all decent society.

Next comes an account of important Measures and Projects con
nected with Provincial Finances and Improvements. With respect 
to the former, the Consolidating Act, patronised by Lord Dorchester, 
is not approved, for reasons hereafter to be mentioned ; while the 
Road Act is referred to as giving rise to an avowed and lasting op
position, on the part of the Majority of the House of Assembly and 
their Constituents, to every improvement calculated to disturb their 
peculiar habits. This Law was passed under circumstances which 
prove that the House of Assembly hes seldom been the instrument of 
good, except by chance, or by a fotality beyond the momentary conlroul
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of the ordinary Maturity of the Members. 
esting to the trade aim inland cominunieatic

The Road Act, so inter
esting to the trade and inland communication of the Country, laying 
a moderate contribution of labour or money upon the French Canadi
ans and otiier Subjects, for the improvement of their property, was ne
vertheless opposed by some Members of the House of Assembly, as 
leading to direct taxation. This, however, being the last Session of 
the first Parliament, life principal part of the French Majority, were 
absent on private affairs, or for electioneering purposes ; and this im
portant Bill, patronised by Lord Dorchester, was thus, by chance, 
carried through, and became the Law of the Land

Next follows an account of the failure of an attempt on the part 
of the Legislative Council and the Minority of the House of As
sembly, to obtain a Bankrupt Law, under the designation of “ an 
“ Act for more effectually securing, and for equally distributing among 
“ Creditors, the Estate and Effects of persons lading in trade." In 
opposing this very seasonable and salutary Bill, the Majority were 
eager, as usual, to extend French Laws, rather than to adopt or im
itate what was English, and therefore recommended the introduction 
of the Code Marchand of France, which, from the restricted nature 
of Canadian Trade, had not been made the Law of the Land, by cn- 
registration in the Books of the Supreme Council of (Quebec, before 
the Conquest. The tacit compromise which prevailed till the Majo
rity became stronger was, that the English should make no attempt 
to introduce English Law ; and that the French Canadians should be 
satisfied with the Custom of Paris, and the Ordinances enregistered 
as aforesaid, thus leaving the Country and its extending Commerce, 
to suffer for want of regulations which the Colonial connection with 
Great Britain, render peculiarly expedient to be framed on the prin
ciples of the Commercial Law of England, the introduction of w hich 
was specifically prayed for by the French Canadians and Subjects of 
British origin, who jointly petitioned for a House of Assembly in the 
year 1781. The Speaker, and even the most loyal French Canadians 
who obtained places, never would support Government in the smallest 
innovation upon the French Laws, which, with the Feudal Tenure of 
Lands, were cherished as the means of deterring Emigrants from seek
ing an Asylum in a Province, thus rendered French in fact, though 
British in name. With this Session ended the first Provincial Parlia
ment of Lower Canada, and the Administration of Lord Dorches
ter, who, as having been instrumental in recommending the Act 14, 
Geo. III., Cap. 83, is to be considered as inimical to British Coloni
zation, and possessing those narrow views, which contemplated Low
er Canada as a sort of military post, chiefly important cgi account of 
the strong fortifications of Quebec. *

The fourth Chapter brings us to the second Parliament, and to the 
Administration of General Prescott, who was sincerely disposed to 
introduce British principles and improvements, and who conducted 
the Government with safety through a crisis produced by internal dis-
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content, influenced by tlie revolutionary doctrines of the French He-
ixulilir* Xîîiinritv nf flip Hnnep nf Asspinhlv. nnrtlv roninnsotl
of democratic enthusiasts, partly oi Members pledged to their Con- 
stituents, to obtain the repeal of the Road Act, gave much trouble to 
the Executive; but certain riotous proceedings, including attempts to 
starve the Citizens of Montreal, by withholding supplies of provi-

; Canadi

mbly, as

stituents, to obtain the repeal of the Hoad Act, gave much trouble to 
the Executive; but certain riotous proceedings, including attempts to 
starve the Citizens of Montreal, by withholding supplies of provi
sions, combined with the intrigues of Revolutionists to strengthen the 
hands of Government, producing the celebrated Acts of the first 
Session for the regulation of Aliens, and the belter preservation of 
His Majesty’s Government. Meantime, the neighbourhood of the 
rapidly settling British Colony of Upper Canada, and the Commer
cial Treaty ot Great Britain with the United States, stimulated the 
House of Assembly to pass several regulations, which enabled the 
Colony to make some advances, in spite of the impediments of French 
Laws, and a Feudal Tenure of Lands, inimical to human industry 
and enterprise, particularly in the Cities and Towns.

Next comes an epoch when accidental causes begin to favour the 
French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly ; and we des
cribe the destructive conduct of the Land Board, a part of the Exe
cutive Government, entrusted with the superintendance of the settle
ment of the Waste Lands of the Crown, under the English Tenure 
of Free and Common Soccage. The ruinous effects of the location 
of Crown and Clergy Reserves, in scattered his, and the benevolent 
efforts of General Prescott to redress the grievances of the Loyalists 
and other Inhabitants of the Townships, agreeably to the instruc
tions of His Majesty’s Government, are described in this Chanter, 
as well as his failure in his laudable intentions, owing chiefly.ro the 
influence of the interested Members of the Land BoardF’ovcr Mr. 
Osgoode, the Chief Justiçeof the Province. The fatal abuses in the 
Land Granting Department, not only deprived the Province of the
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subjects of I accession of thousands of Emigrants from the United Status, skilled 
nblv in the I *n Agriculture and in all the Arts connected with clearing land im-

. I nrnvtn cr (lto Woefo T an/lc nf f !m P vn ivn In 11 nl ltn/1 tlwi f , ■ », /I n F , n> »proving the Waste Lands of the Crown, but also laid the foundation 
of mucli discontent against the Provincial Government, ornthe part 
of the Subjects of British origin, and gave an accession of morel 
force to the French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly ; 
which body, however, did not interfere to obtain justice for the Set
tlers, but rather secretly rejoiced in their ruin.

This Session of Parliament which began 20th February, and ended 
17th May, 1798, is an epoch in the constitutional history of the coun
try. '1 he Executive now assumed merely a defensive position against the

! Tenure of 
from seck- 

"act, though 
cial Parlia- 
d Dorches- 
he Act 14, 
tish Coloni-

encrease of French Canadian influence, and formed a close connection
account of I w't*1 l*lc Legislative Council as the only branch friendly to the Prero-
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bly meantime abandoned almost every pretension to introduce innovn-
, conducted I tionson French Laws, coalescing with the French Canadian placemen 
Internal dis- I
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who happened to he Members of that House, and who were as much at 
tached to French law' though not so prejudiced against improvement as 
the Majority. Tlius commenced a kind ofOligarchy in the Government 
of Lower Canada, which must always exist under the present vicious 
Constitution ’till the House of Assembly shall be permitted to be the 
sole fountain of legislative authority-, and obtain a complete con
trol over the Executive, in financial affairs, and in the execution 
of the laws.*

The Majority of the House of Assembly now began to avoid all 
permanent Acts : they perceived that their pretensions to make the 
Colony and its resources beneficial to themselves and to the French 
Canadians only, must be contrary to the intentions of the British 
Government ; and they, therefore, could only hope for a prolongation 
of their existence by making the march of the administration liable to 
interruption, whenever their own convenience or views of ulterior 
ambition should permit measures of such avowed hostility to Gov
ernment.

Chapter fifth reviews the proceedings of the third Sesssion of the 
second Provincial Parliament, which was remarkable by the despatch 
of public business, owing partly to the suspension of all attempts to

• We seize every opportunity of recalling the attention of our readers to this as- 
rsrrti' n. and tw impress upon their minds that no alteration of constitutional av. 
rangements which shall not insure to this Province, siparately, or united with Up
per Canada, “a House of Assembly representing the feelings and it terests of the 
“ llrui-h as well as of the French Canadian population, can prevent the existence 
“ of an Oligarchy, or monopoly of power in a lew persons, to be employed for the 
“ aggrandisement of themselves and their dependents." That every Briton would 
prefer an Oligarchy, influenced by British principles, to the complete control of a 
House of Assembly elected by an overwhelming Majority of French Canadian 
votes cannot Ire doubtful ; hut it lias been proved by experience, that such an Oli
garchy is rendered powerless by the House of Assembly, as now composed, in every 
attempt to encouragé British Emigration, or beneficial Settlement of the Waste 
Lands of the Crown ; or, in short, in making this a British Province in fact, as it 
has been for half arentury in name. Under the present Constitution, the Subjects of 
British origin, for the twenty years last past, have never had six Heprescntatives in 
the House of Assembly, truly exhibiting their sentiments ; and even this small pro
portion has been continually misled into compromises, and occupied more with 
the means of preventing an absolute dissolution of Civil Government, than with the 
interest of their Constituents. 'This is |i state of affairs w hich our fellow subjects in 
Great Britain, and even in the other BriujRi Colonies on this Continent, do not un
derstand ; hut which their national sympathies should prompt them to inquire into. 
A British Emigrant corning to Lower Canada, naturally thinks that thepopu ■ 
far brunch should be his protector and patron ; but when he finds that this 
branch is French Canadian, and inimical to British Colonization, he adds esses 
himself to the Executive i but the inclinations of this branch in his favor- he 
find., paralysed by the encroachments and partial disposition of the House of As- 
.emb'y. Thus not only the old residents of British origin hr ce no part or fnation 
tr: the popular branch ; but the Emigrant, deluded by the name of a British Pro- 
nhce.fi} ds himse'f in a foreign country, and that he might as well have etui- 
gratel to the Uepublics of South America, or to the Brazils, or much better to the 
united States than to 1 sower Canada, as respect- political rights, and the benefit 
oj laws similar in principle to those of his native land.
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introduce the spirit of English Commercial Law, and partly to the en- 
creasing urgency of the country for various local establishments and 
regulations suited to the/progress of the Colony. This Session was 
opened 28th March, and ended 3d June, 1799. The vigilant ambi
tion of the Majority was evinced by the adoption of the analogous 
practice of the British House of Commons, postponing the reading 
of His Excellency’s Speech ^till their privilege of originating laws / 
should have been asserted, by giving leave to introduce and read a 
Bill. This Chapter contains so ne remarks upon the only assessments or 
direct taxes for local purposes which the House of Assembly has ever 
passed ; though petitioned and urged repeatedly to-adopt the system 
approved by the practice of Great Britain, the neighbouring Colonies 
and States. The Act in question imposing an assessment on rent, and 
enacting a composition for public labor, for the purpose of making and 
repairing streets and roads in the cities and vicinities of Quebec and 
Montreal, if extended to the country Parishes and Settlements under 
necessary modifications, would be a great means of effecting improve
ments in an (economical manner, it being notorious that the produce of 
assessments is applied under the vigilant inspection of the payers of it, 
and cannot be employed to the exclusive benejit of a few individuals, 
without subjecting them to speedy reprobation and punishment.

In alluding to the discussions in the House of Assembly upon the 
regulation of weights and measures, we show the pertinacity with 
which the Majority retained the Minot ; which is eight per cent 
larger than the Winchester Busliel and five per cent, larger than the 
Bushel comprehended in the Imperial Quarter of Eight Bushels esta
blished in the United Kingdom ir. the year 1825,

The Act for levying a tax upon Writs issuing in due course of 
law in His Majesty’s Courts, for the purpose of defraying the expen
ses of erecting Court Houses in Qyebec and Montreal, is mentioned 
in this Chapter as having a considerable influence in making thevLaw- 
yers in the Assembly second the members, closely connected with 
the country electors, in their views of taxing imported merchandise, 
including British manufactures, for all purposes. In this manner, 
the commerce of Lower Canada is made the common bearer of all those 
burthens, which in other countries are equally divided among agricultu
rists, merchants, professional men and local associations.

The Consolidated Act, of this Session, is next described ; and, as 
it is connected with those financial disputes which have lately been 
the means of developing the ambition of the French Canadian Ma
jority, we shall here repeat what is said of its object and consequen
ces. The object of this Act, 39, Geo. ill. Cap. 9, was to obtain the 
repeal of the British Act 14, Geo. III. Cap. 88, and 28 Geo. 111. Cap.
39, and offering a permanent Act with permanent appropriations for 
the purposes contemplated in these Acts, amounting to twelve thou
sand pounds sterling, thus obliterating all traces of the power of the 
Imperial Parliament formerly exerted in taxing the Colonies for the
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purpose of revenue; The consequence of a compliance, on the part 
of the Imperial Parliament, with the object of litis Colonial Act, 
would have been to make the support of 11 is Majesty’s Civil Govern
ment, both in Upper and 1.otver Canada, depend upon the w ill of the 
Legislature of this Province. Such an experiment has hitherto ap
peared unnecessary and dangerous, with respect to a Colony inhabit, d 
chiefly by persons of Ficnch origin ; and 1 lis Majesty’s Ministers have, 
in our humble opinion, wisely declined moving the British Parliament 
to comply w ith the conditions of the Act in question.

The demands of the conquered, mentioned in our review of the 
Capitulation of Montreal, were the favorite text book of the House of 
Assembly ; and this body endeavoured to exercise, by means of Colo
nial Laws, the power of establishing new Parishes, which exclusively 
belongs to the Sovereign or his Delegates. This power was particu
larly embraced in the postponed Union LUtl oj 182‘2 ; but, as one of the 
highest Prerogatives ofthe Crown, it appears expedient that its regu
lation and the generalstwftjjf the Roman Catholic Clergy in Lower Ca
nada should be the subject of a separate Act ofthe Imperial Parliament.

Then follows an allusion to the Governor's Speech, showing that 
his unfortunate differences with Chief Justice Osgoode on the Land 
Granting abuses, had forced him to conciliate the popular branch of 
the Legislature, and give them an expectation that by skilfully avail
ing themselves of the differences between "the other branches of the 
Government, the French Canadian Majority might eventually turn the 
whole resources of the Province to the benefit of themselves and their 
Constituents. Indeed, no legislative body has profited more by acci
dental causes in peace and in war, than the French Canadian House 
of Assembly of Lower Canada, notwithstanding the humiliating 
check to unprincipled ambition, which it lately received from the Impe
rial Parliament by the Canada Trade Act, and the Act still more re
cent which regulates Free and Common Saccage Lauds in the 'Town
ships by English laws.

This Chapter touches upon the absurdity of expecting that irt 
Lower Canada, any appeals to the sense of the people, by Dissolu
tions of the Assembly, should have the smallest effect in producing a 
House differently composed as to views and principles, or more fa
vorable to the Local Government and to the interests of the British 
Empire at large, under the present Constitution. As an illustration 
of this peculiarity in the political stale of this Province, we mention 
the general appeal, made by Mr. Pitt’s Administration to His Majes
ty’s Subjects throughout the world, calling for voluntary contribu
tions, for the support of the just and necessary war ; in which, for the 
preservation of the tlwones, the altars, and the independence of Eu
ropean States, His Majesty, and his Allies were engaged__Those
contributions produced millions of money in the United Kingdom; and 
the occasion was seized by Britons, in every quarter of the globe, 
to manifest their zeal for the national cause,and lor the support of the
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Imperial Government. The result of this appeal, however, to the in
habitants of Lower Canada, was very different from what some san
guine calculators expected. The French Canadians and influential 
Il présentâtives, from the causes already mentioned, had in no manner 
sympathised with the British A at ion, nor identified themselves with its 
fortune and ghry. On the contrary the disposition of the “Nation 
Canadienne,” and the ambition of its Leaders fostered by the prepos
terous and absurd policy of the conquering power, were to remain a 
separate people, distinguished from Englishmen, by laws, language, 
manners, habits and pursuits, of their own. Under such circumstances, 
the result may he readily conjectured by our intelligent readers ; 
instead of obtaining fifty thousand pounds, from a province con
taining that number of householders, boasting of their loyalty, the 
contributions were chiefly, confined to the French Canadian Volun
teers, a military corps iff British pay, and to persons of British origin 
in the Cities and Boroughs, producing not one tenth of that sum.

A contemporaneous event is however mentioned to show that from 
the same French Canadians, at that period of comparative good feel
ing, a little management could always obtain compliments and pro
fessions, costing ljttle and pledging less of money or service. The in
tention of Governor Prescott to leave the Province on a visit to 
London produced Addresses, in which they joined with the other 
Subjects, in the warmest expressions of gratitude and attachment to 
Ilis Excellency, and to His Majesty’s person and Government.

The succeeding Administration of Lieutenant Governor Milnes, 
is severely characterised as being of a weak, temporising, selfish and 
short sighted description. Abandoning the objects of beneficial 
Colonisation, this Administration was chiefly occupied in dividing 
among its greedy adherents, the wrecks of the new settlements in 
the Townships, conveying large tracts of fertile land to persons, de
void alike of the talent and the capital requisite to form beneficial 
Settlements, and extend British Colonisation. We request the par
ticular attention of our readers to the systematic flattery with which 
Sir Robert Shore Milnes plied the House of Assembly, for the tem
porising purposes of his Administration, showing his readiness to sell 
the Birthright of Britons for a mess of pottage. Intelligent readers 
of the proceedings of the House of Assembly, during his long Ad
ministration, must be confounded with the eulogiums on the past, and 
brilliant anticipations, of the future, which prevail in his Speeches.* 
Right or wrong, the two Houses must be gorged with flattery, till at

* Some of those friends of Sir Robert Shore Milnrs, whom his general ameni
ty of manners conciliated, pretend that lie imitated the style and spirit of His Ma
jesty’s Speeches to the Lords and Commons; but they cannot deny that, in such 
imitation, he should have been restrained by the disparity ofltcircumstances. His 
M ijesty, in the homogeneous nature and disposition of the Inhabitants, with the 
power of balancing the great interests of the United Kingdom, finds ample means 
of preventing that constant and radical contradiction of the Measures of the Min-
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length, the Legislative Council, completely surfeited, exhibit a loath- f 
ing of the annual banquet, while the appetite of the Assembly con
tinues keen till the last, misleading some more recent Governors in 
planning their ways and means of influencing the latter body.

The events of the Session beginning on the 5th of March, and 
prolonged with little benefit till the ‘29th of May, 1800, arc chiefly 
remarkable as showing that the House of Assembly disregarded the 
interests of Commerce, however much recommended by that of the 
Colony, and the Empire at large, and was eager to restore every ad- x 
vantage, for the exclusive benefit of their Constituents, which had 
accrued legitimately to Ilis Majesty from the Conquest, and which 
hr was disposed to apply to the benefit of his old and neiv Subjects itt- 
discriminately, particularly by promoting Education in the English
iUTIgUCa

An attempt, on the part of the Commercial Interest, to obtain some 
direct encouragement, by bounty, for the culture of Hemp, failed this 
Session ; but, when it was afterwards supported by a strong recom
mendation from that Government, which covered all deficits in the 
Provincial Revenue by a portion of the produce of British taxation, 
it succeeded: and an experiment in the culture of Hemp was made, 
which failed, partly from the slovenly and monotonous habits of the 
peasantry, and partly from the circumstance that the French Canadi
an Clergy have no right of ti/the, even from Roman Catholic Parish
ioners, on any Grain, except what is fit for the food of Man.

This Chapter also contains an account of the renewal of the claim 
of the French Canadians upon the Estates of the Order of Jesuits, 
already mentioned. Jean Joseph Casot, the last of the Canadian 
Jesuits, died the 10th of March, 1800 ; and the House, hearing that 
the Executive, in expectation of that event, extinguishing the 

pretensions of any individual, had finally taken possession for the 
Crown, addressed the Governor, praying for certain Documents to 
facilitate an investigation of the claims of the Province on the Es
tates, which that body alledged to have been given to the Jesuits, by 
the King of France, for the specific purpose of affording the means 
of instruction to the people. His Excellency, however, having stat
ed that the Address of the first House of Assembly had been con
sidered by His Majesty in Cotmcil, and that an order, nevertheless, 
had been received from the Cwnial Department, to take possession 
for the Crown ; the House of Assembly, influenced by the deference 
to Royal Authority which still restrained that body, was satisfied with 
consigning the appropriation of the Jesuits’ Estates to the mass of 
grievances, which His Majesty’s Nation Canadienne is now pre
paring to exposg by a Special Delegation .of Representatives at the 
foot of the Throne. k

istry, appointed by him, which are totally wanting in Lower Canada ; where the 
boast of being barn a Briton, is no recommendation to the popular branch of the 
Legislature, but the contrary.
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This Chapter, completing the history of the last Session of the 
second Itouse of Assembly, alludes to an abortive attempt on the 
part of the Minority, to introduce into the Constitution, the British 
principle of a qualification of properly in ell Candidates for a seat 
in the House of Assembly ; that body, however, as will soon appear 
by the refusal to admit a Jew of reputable character, was more in
clined to establish a Religious Test, than a pecuniary qualification.

Our sixth Chapter opens with stating the result of the General 
Election for the third House of Assembly, which was warmly con
tested, quid returned eighteen Members, including five French Cana
dian Placemen, friendly to the Executive, though, of this number, all 
were not favourable to the smallest modification of French Laws, or 
of the Feudal Tenure of Lands. At this period, the British interest 
was sufficiently strong in the Cities and Boroughs of Quebec, Mon
treal, Three Rivers and William-Henry, to return a Majority of the 
nine Members, allotted to those places.* This House of Assembly 
ifideed, was as well composed to forward British Interests and sup
port the local Government, as the circumstances of the Country, with 
its vicious Constitution, giving universal suffrage to the French Ca
nadians, would permit. It will also be observed, that party spirit and 
competition between the Legislative Council and the Assembly, could 
be soothed into compromise, and that the success of Measures did 
not always depend upon the Department in which they originated. 
Meantime, the British Ministry appear to have entirely lost sight of 
the consequences of the injudicious Constitutional Acts, adverting 
always to the Anglification of the Colony, as a mere matter of rou
tine, and having apparently no idea of the obstacles to their wishes 
of spreading the English Language, which the Acts 14 and 31, Geo. 
111., had made. If they, however, received a correct report of 
the proceedings of this Session, they must have been undeceived ; 
for the House of Assembly, in nearly re-echoing that clause of the 
opening Speech, in which His Excellency intimated the intentions of 
His Majesty to establish a competent number of Free Schools, for 
the instruction of the rising generation, in the first rudiments of use
ful learning, and in the English Tongue, took great care to show that 
Instruction in the native language of the Sovereign, was uncongenial 
to the feelings of the Majority, as being, in truth, incompatible with 
their ambitious views of keeping their Constituents a separate and con
centrated body, obedient to the political doctrines which they could con
vey in the French language, either openly or in a covert manner, 
through the medium of Notaries and Priests.

* The British Settlers, persisting always in the support of the local Govern
ment, were at length completely worsted in 1827 ; and from all those places, only 
two Members were returned, who were uncompromising Supporters of the Execu
tive : the late Election, in fact, exhibited rather a triumphant progress of the Ru
lers of the Country, than the solicitation of votes and interest which, in other 
Countries, humbles, for a time, the Candidates before the Electors.
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This Session, which began on the 8tli of January anti ended on 
the Stli of" April, 1801, is remarkable as nfl'onliny a curious instance 
of" the uncompromising tenacity of the Constituents of the Assembly, 
who then, as io the year I <8‘27. persisted in re-electing the old Mem
bers, however obnoxious to Government : hid cry, for the twenty years 
last /last, they have sent into the II Hour able Utilise, ten Members nut 
of the fifty, who would never be admitted inti/any respectable enmpa- 
nif. Cliailes Baptiste Butte had been expelled from the last House 
of Assembly, in consequence of a previous conviction of conspiracy, 
with others, to defraud Etienne Drouin of divers sums of Money ; ne
vertheless, this obnoxious character was triumphantly re-elected as a 
Member of the I louse of Assembly, for this third Parliament, from 
which he was again speedily expelled. The enlightened Electors of 
the County of Effingham, resolved to overact the part of those « ho 
reelected John Wilkesi of infamous memory, elected, for the third 
time, the same CharleirBaptiste Bone, whose annual annoyance could 
only he prevented by an Act of the Legislature, necessary in Lower 
Canada, and unprecedented elsewhere, “ for disqualifying and res
training Chartes Baptiste Bouc from being elected, and sitting and 
voting as a Member of the House of Assembly.’’

This Session is remarkable, by the number of Acts passed, and 
the variety of subjects brought into discussion. The Crown Law
yers and two Judges of the Court of King’s Bench, being Members 
of the House, important explanations and amendments of the Laws, 
were suggested by their experience; while deference to them facili
tated the concurrence of the Legislative Council in those amend
ments. Be it always, however, remarked, that nothing of the princi
ples or practice of English Law was introduced : French Laws were 
explained and eulogised, in French ; and, His Majesty’s coin ex
cepted, the House of Assembly was always disposed to quarrel with 
every thing not presented in a French style.

Then follow some explanatory characteristics of the Executive, 
showing that the local Government limited its endeavours to obstruct 
the developement of a x'icious Constitution, instead of taking decisive 
measures jar its reformation, by appealing to lfis Majesty’s Ministers, 
and exhibiting, in true colours, its destructive effects upon British 
Colonization and Commerce, and upon the interests of the Empire at 
large. The Annual Session of the Provincial Parliament, was opened 
on the 11th of January, and ended on the 5th of April, 1802 ; and 
is remarkable, by the deference shown to the Commands of His Ma
jesty, with respect to the encouragement of the Culture of Hemp, 
for which an Act was passed this Session, producing a costly experi
ment, which nothing but the ignorance of the British Government, 
as to tlte political and moral stats of the Colony, could have recom
mended. Besides the principal clauses of failure already alluded to, 
and which were neither unfavourable soil nor climate, we may mention, 
that among an uneducated and unenterprising peasantry, it requires
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eut to induce the ivation of any article, 
without it more immediate view than Foreign Commerce. The Agri
cultural Societies after wards established in Lower Canada, better un
derstood the preferable objects of encouragement. The improve
ment of the breed of Cattle and Hogs, and the increased cul
ture of h/tfi cable Grain, have been their principal objects ; and 
considering the influx of British Emigrants, under every disadvan
tage, we may even suppose that the culture of Ilemp, and its pre
paration for a Foreign Market, may be reintroduced in Lower Cana
da, and more particularly into the Townships where the interest of 
the Clergy to prevent the cultivation of any article not subject to 
ty the, does not exist : the experiment seems desperate in Seigniorial 
Lands ; but the impediments to success there, form only additional 
motives to give it a fair trial elsewhere.

This Session, in the despatch and extent of Public Business, shows 
the importance of the interests which occasionally united in influenc
ing the march of the Administration, and likewise the facilities given 
by the Executive Councillors, Members of the House, who were en
abled to state whether Measures originated by the Assembly, would 
in no wise interfere with His Majesty’s Prerogatives. It will hereaf
ter appear, that when the jealousies and intrigues of the Majority had 
prejudiced the Electors against voting for Executive Councillors, and 
prevented almost any person connected with the Executive, from having 
a scat, Measures were passed by the Assembly repeatedly, in such e 
shape, as necessitated their rejection in the Legislative Council.

Another attempt was made by the Majority, this Session, to es
tablish a pecuniary allowance for the Legislative services of the 
Speaker and Members of the Assembly ; and the Constitution not 
having restrained individuals devoid of property, from being elected, 
this Measure was of vital importance to many poor Members, and 
was with the utmost difficulty defeated, by the influence of the Ex
ecutive, and of those who considered it calculated still farther to de
press the character and qualifications of future Candidates.

The seventh Chapter begins by stating the effects of the jealou
sies pet ween the House of Assembly, and the other branches of the 
Government, in preventing every species of improvement which 
could not be compassed by individuals and private associations, and 
alludes to the effects of Foreign Commerce, and the enterprise of 
Mercantile Men, in promoting the industry of the Country, under all 
the disadvantages which arise from an incompetent Legislature, 
equally ignorant of the principles of political economy, and of the re
sources of the Canadas.

Among the British and Commercial Members of the Assembly, 
there were some indefatigable individuals, who took every opportuni
ty of the absence of a Majority of French Canadian Members, to 
have tlwe freedom of discussing their projects of improvement, and 
appealing to the enlightened part of the public on their merits. This
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Session was opened on the 8th of February, and ended on the 1 Ith 
of April. On the 1st of April, when the absence of many French 
Canadian Members, and the well ascertained disposition of the Le
gislative Council gave hopes of success, Mr. Young introduced a 
Bill for enregistering Deeds affecting Heal Property, granted by Ilis 
Majesty under the English Tenure of Free and Common Soccagc : 
this Measure would have produced good titles, and facilitated the 
sale of the Township Lands by those who had obtained extensive 
grants ; but such was the hostility of the French Canadians to Bri
tish Colonization, that the present and all future attempts to obtain 
Register Offices, have been defeated in such a manner, as to stigma
tise the House of Assembly as the patron of Mortgage Frauds, and to 
throw a general odium over the Constituents of that body. The Legis
lative Council, unwilling to participate in this odium, was, at different 
times, induced to manifest its desire to facilitate the publicity of all 
encumbrances on property ; and, in order to deprive the Assembly 
of any pretext rtf interference with the French Laws which regulate 
the Feudal Tenure of the Seigniories, that body in the year 1825, sent 
down for concurrence, a Dill entirely confined to the Registration of 
Sales and Encumbrances of Township Lands, and studiously avoiding 
whatever could in anywise disturb the routine of the French Canadians 
and their Feudal Lords ; but this Measure met with the customary 
reception which the House of Assembly has always given to every 
encouragement to Colonisation on British Principles, and to evcryYe- 
gulation which would afford a fair experiment of the effects of Bri
tish Laws, in the most distant corner of Lower Canada. Indeed, no
thing short of the interference of the Imperial Parliament, will be 
necessary to enact Laws for the beneft of the Townships, which are ex
clusively settled by Subjects e>f British origin, eager to obtain the ad
vantages of British Legislation.

This Chapter contains several characteristic features of the truly 
Feudal and French picture of the Assembly, and deserves the par
ticular attention of all those who doubt the difficulty, or rather the 
impossibility, of rendering Lower Canada, under the present Con
stitution, a British Colony in fact, as : : as been in name, for more 
than half a century. The business of this Session was much inter
rupted by the absence of Members ; but the French Canadians took 
care to be sufficiently strong in the House, to defeat1 all attempts at 
innovation upon the old Laws and Customs of the Province, being 
equally regardless of the numerous examples of improvement held 
forth by the course of Legislation in France, England, the United 
States of America and Upper Canada, and proving that Mr. Pitt’s 
expectation that emulation, instead of jealousy, would characterise 
the French Canadians, when insulated by his impolitic division of the 
Province of Quebec, has entirely failed ; and its failure has in no 
small degree derogated from the correctness of his other Measures
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respecting Foreign Nations:—on this subject, hmvcvch, we must re
fer our readers to the account given in Dodsley’s Annual Register, of 
tlie debate in Parliament upon the Constitutional Act, 31, Geo. III., 
Cap. 31.

We next give an account of the extraordinary Session, called by the 
Lieutenant Governor, in virtue of express authority given to him by a 
cl ittse of tlie new Militia Act. Official intelligence of the renewalof 
the war between Great Britain and the French and the Batavian Re
publics arrived at Quebec in duly : in consequence of which the Le
gislature of Lower Canada was summoned to meet on the 21st 
August, 1803. The promptitude with which the great Majority of 
the Members took their scats, and renewed the temporary Acts for 
the better preservation of Ilis Majesty’s Government and the regu
lation of Aliens, were subjects of eulogium in the Speech of I lis Ex
cellency. But even this short Session of ten days affords some sam
ples of opposition to the Executive, and differences between the Le
gislative Council and House of Assembly, worthy of being referred 
to by our readers.

The Act, originating in the former body, entitled “ an Act for the 
more ample publication of certain Acts of the Provincial Parliament,” 
was carried through the Assembly with twitch difficulty; because the 
authority given to the Executive to order the reading of laws and 
proclamations by the parish Priests was supposed to expose them to 
lie influenced by the Government. Mr. Joseph Papineau strongly 
opposed the measure ; and an attempt was made to Substitute the 
Captains of Militia in the room of the Priests, which however failed, 
from the notorious circumstance that many of those officers were 
unable to read correctly, and very much required the assistance of 
the Priests, in order to understand their military as well as their other 
duties.

During the recess, the effects of the war, vigorously carried on by 
Great Britain, almost single-handed, against Napoleon Buonaparte, 
the Ruler of France, produced an extraordinary demand for Canadian 
Produce in the British markets ; and the progress of the old, and the 
introduction of new branches of industry, particularly ship-building 
and the manufacture of lumber and potashes, are mentioned.

The fifth and last Session of the third Parliament was opened 10th 
February, and ended 2d May, 180L It was a busy Session, in which 
the financial system of taxing imported goods caused much debate 
between the Majority and feeble Minority in the House of Assemble. 
When the proposed ways and means of defraying the expense of 
erecting Gaols and finishing Court Houses were debated, the Major
ity, whose influential members were lawyers, notaries and habitants, 
were assailed by a strong opposition out of doors on the part of the 
Mercantile Interest ; and this Chapter contains an extract from a Pre
sentment of the Grand Jury of the District of Montreal, in favor 
of the British principle of defraying the expense of local establish-

W
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merits by local assessments ; to which we request the particular atten
tion of our readers. It is needless to repeat that this opposition was 
fruitless, and merely tended to show, that, under the prêtent Constitu
tion, the merchants will always have to complain that their interests 
and those of commerce are constantly sacrificed to the immediate in
terests of those who completely lead the peasantry, by flattering 
their prejudices. But, to understand the scope of the general mea
sures of finance proposed by the Majority, it is particularly necessary 
to recollect that under the present Constitution, men 0/ targe property 
have no direct influence in the Legislature, or at elections, and are en
tirely at the mercy of the forty shilling vassal of a feudal Seigneur, who 
sits in the House cf Assembly, well tutored by the lawyers and notaries to 
harass the commercial and other capitalists, and to make all their under
takings tributary to feudal burthens, and taxation for local and general 
purposes. Capital in Lowèr Canada is thus deprived of its legitimate 
infuence, and driven to seek security under governments more wisely 
tonst it uled.

Besides differences with the Legislative Council, the Majority of 
the House of Assembly distinguished this Session, by calling in 
question the Prerogative of the Crown respecting His Majesty’s rights 
to certain lots of ground in the City of Montreal, intended to he 
granted as the scite of a new District Gaol. This, being only the 
forerunner of other attempts to interfere with Ilis Majesty’s ter
ritorial rights, is worthy of the attention of our readers, and w ill pre
pare their minds for the consideration of the various grievances al
leged by the candidates for votes at the approaching general election, 
which are briefly noticed in our succeeding Chapter. Meantime, the 
quorum of the Assembly having been reduced to twelve members by 
the casting vote of the Speaker, the Parliament was at length proro
gued, with Sir Robert Shore Milnes’ usual tribute of applause.
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CHAR XIV.

RECAPITULATION
CONCLUDED.

Ouv retrospect and recapitulation have ombracedHnore topics than
wt at fu st intended ; hut we shall endeavour to be as brief and rapid 
as our anxiety to fix the attention of our readers upon some salient 
points of the ambitious progress of the Majority of the House of As
sembly. may permit.

Our eighth Chapter opens with an analysis of the grievances declaim
ed upon at the general election; by which it appears that nothing less 
than the regulation of all theaffairsof the Constituents on the old French 
and feudal system would have been satisfactory. The predominancy 
in population was boldly stated, us if the country hail been free and 
independent, to entitle the French Canadians to a predominancy in all
the civil offices of honor and profit, leaving to the conquering power
the empty name of a mere military protector. Meantime, the imagi
nation of the orators ran wild as to the happiness which would arise 
to the “ Nation Canadienne," if, as in the House of Assembly, a 
Majority of French Canadian Roman Catholics existed in the Exe
cutive and Legislative Councils, extending the national influence 
through every civil and religious départaient. The Oligarchy, formed 
by the temporary coalition of a minority of French Canadian Roman 
Catholic Placemen with Protestant intruders, was the particular ob
ject of obloquy ; and at this time all the civil officers of the Govern
ment were indiscriminately stigmatised asbeingengaged in a conspiracy 
to monopolise all the benefits of office for themselves and their children. 
The principal topics of declamation were, however, of a prospective 
nature : few, indeed, and frivolous, were the grievances which could be 
alleged as actually existing ; but many were stated to be in prospect» 
Because Lower Canada was a Dependency of Great Britain, it was al
leged that continual attempts would be made to introduce heavy taxa
tion ; and the Presentment of the Grand Jury of Montreal, in favor 
of an Assessment for building a District Gaol, was given as a pre
sumptive proof that direct taxes would be the order of the day, if ex
traordinary efforts were not made to return all those of the old mem
bers, who pledged themselves to oppose such burthens.

The fourth House of Assembly contained an unusual number of 
small proprietors holding their lands under Seigneurs, subject 
to annual rents, mutation fines, and other feudal burthens, who con
ceived themselves already sufficiently taxed by the immemorial custom 
of the country. Their habits of thought were almost hereditary from



POLITICAL ANNALSlGl> [(.TLM*.

father to son ; and, while they were alarmed by the spectre of direct 
taxation, they could not conceive how the produce of direct taxes 
could be applied to enhance the value of their lands, nor connect 
their interest with the general improvement of the country. In their 
restricted view, the operations, of the Merchant were jor his sole interest ; 
u h ilc those of the Lawyer, Notary and Priest were chiefly beneficial to 
their employers. The new' members were entirely under the controul 
of the Lawyers and Notaries, and increased the strength of the Ma
jority against all Assessments and direct taxes, and in favor of taxes 
on Merchandise.

Sir Robert Shore Milncs, and the Majority of the Executive Coun
cillors, having no other object than to obtain the means of carrying 
on the Government, took no decided part in the financial question us 
to the objects of taxation ; and the commercial interest was in the 
minority in the Legislative Council as well as in the House of As
sembly.

The repeated defeats of all attempts to modify the Feudal Tenure 
could not however deter some young members of the Assembly from 
agitating the question, and detailing the numerous impediments to the 
progress of the Colony in industry, both agricultural and commercial, 
which that tenure entailed. The eighth Chapter accordingly gives 
an interesting discussion upon the Bill introduced by Mr. .John Cald
well, “ to enable the Seigneurs of this Province to compound, for their 
feudal rights and dues, with their vassals and censitaires.” The House 
of Assembly would not even go into Committee upon this Bill, which 
was considered as calculated to encourage Protestants to intrude 
themselves into the parishes and towns, diminishing not only the tythe 
to the Priests, but also the number of votes at elections in favor of 
French Canadian predominancy.

The influence of foreign commerce, and the indefatigable persever
ance of interested individuals, produced several Acts connected with * 
the local improvement of the country this Session; and it is a painful 
subject of reflection, that all the attempts of well interttioned indivi
duals to coalesce the inhabitants of British origin with French Cana
dians, in Libraries, Banks, Insurance Companies, Hotels, Assembly 
Rooms, and even Concerts of Music, have ended in discord and com
plete division. This incompatibility of temper is entirely owing to the 
ambition of predominancy engendered by a Constitution, which in its 
progress exasperated those feelings of hostility, which during thirty 
years after the Conquest&'were gradually softened dow n, permitting the 
closest ties which bind families together to take place frequently ; 
and French Canadians and Britons, were described by travellers as 
amalgamating into one people, in the year 1784.

The same Chapter states the conclusion of Sir Robert Shore 
Milnes Administration, and gives grounds of suspicion, that his Re- A 
port to His Majesty’s Ministers would have avoided any distinct view s ' 
of the defects of the Constitution, and of tho permanent causes which
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would prevent' tlic Colony from being Anglified, and rendered useful, 
instead of being embarrassing, to the Imperial Government.

After Sir Hubert Shore Milites bad obtained leave of absence 
on account of bis declining health, the Honorable Thomas Dunn, 
a l’uisne Judge of Ilis Majesty's Court of King's Bench for the 
District of Quebec, succeeded to the temporary Administra
tion of the Government, under the title of President, and in 
virtue of his being the oldest Protestant member of the Executive 
Council.

The administration of this old gentleman was still less fit, than that 
of his predecessor, to hold the balance between the French and Eng
lish parties, or to shield the minority of English inhabitants from the 
effects of the systematic encroachments of the House of Assembly 
upon His Majesty's Prerogative, and the detestation evinced by that 
body against British principles of law and finance. ^

The second Session of the fourth Provincial Parliament began 20th 
February, and ended 19th April, 1808; and it acquired distinction 
from the opportunity which the French Canadian Majority seized, 
during this weak administration, to render the constructive privileges 
of the House of Assembly oppressive to that liberty of speech and 
writing which, though nota French, is at least an English birthright. 
The malevolent passions gave animation to this Session ; and they 
were chiefly excited by the well founded complaints of the then pow
erful body of merchants, against the system of taxing merchandise for 
all purposes, adopted by the House of Assembly, from reasons alrea
dy mentioned, connected with t^e prejudices, and immediate 
interests of the majority of the mèmbers, and of their French 
Canadian constituents.

The merchants, and others, friendly to British principles, contended 
that local establishments, such as court-houses, gols and houses of cor
rection, should be defrayed by assessments or direct taxes upon the dis
tricts, counties and cities for whose benefit they might be respectively re
quired. The toasts* at a public dinner, given in honor of the mem
bers, who had supported those British principles of taxation, having 
been published in the Montreal Gazette, were voted libel on the 
House of Assembly and on the other branches of His Majesty’s Gov
ernment; and Isaac Todd, Esquire, the President of the dinner 
party, and Mr. Edwards, the Printer of the Montreal Gazette, were 
ordered to be taken into custody of the Serjeant at Arms.

But those two individuals were not the only objects of persecution.

• The toasts alludvil lo are given verbatim in the eighth Chapter ; and it must 
be a memorial of the madness of party spirit, that they should have been made the 
grounds of prosecution by a House of Assembly, pretending to be the most zealous 
and disinterested friends of political and personal rights : it is abundantly evident 
that the French Canadians and their Lenders confound the idea of liberty and viola 
wall mere /muter, which, like the other good things of this life, they w ish to mono
polise, it that were possible, fur themselves and their descendants, lo the exclusion 
of all others.
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Mr. Thomas Cart/, the intelligent proprietor and editor of the Que
bec Mercury, having accompanied his usual report oi' the proceedings 
of the House with some remarks, reprobating the rigorous course in
tended against the Editor of the Montreal (iazette, incurred the high 
displeasure of the Majority, who, retrograding half a century in search 
of British precedents, declared it a high breach of their privileges, for 
any individual to presumëlo give to the _ " ' c an account of the pro
ceedings of the House of Assembly. Mr. Cart/ was ordered into the 
custody of the Serjeant at Arms ; but having, by humble petition, ex
pressed his sorrow' lor having given unintentional offence, the House, 
thinking probably that they were advancing too fast to the reign of 
terror, ordered his discharge.

Nothing is more pitiable than such attempts to obtain respect for 
persons and principles which dt> not deserve it ; and those violent and 
injudicious proceedings of the popular branch against the Press, bad a 
very different effect from w hat it vainly expected.

Several well written communications, calling in question the right 
of the House of Assembly to arrest a Subject of His Majesty by its 
Speaker’s warrant, appeared in the Quebec Mercury; and this con
structive right was considered so worthy of regulation, that a clause in 
the Union Bill of 18112, prohibited its exercise before it should have 
been enacted by the proposed new Legislature, and declared neces
sary for the support of its dignity.

On tile 4th March, Mr. Bedard, seconded by Mr. Bert It clot, ob
tained a Resolve for the appointment of a Committee of nine Mem
bers. to prepare an Address and Memorial to His Majesty, beseech
ing His Majesty not to exercise his right of disallowing the late Act 
of the Legislature, providing means for building Gaols for the Dis
tricts of Quebec and Montreal.

This Address and Memorial, as finally' voted 18th March, is re
viewed in the same Chapter: its misrepresentations of facts, alledging 
what was false, and suppressing what was true, in the state of the 
country, and in the Science of political economy, were mixed up with 
the usual portion of sentiments of loyalty and attachment to His Ma
jesty’s person and government, and with such occasional touches of 
flattery to the Constituent body, that it may be considered a fair 
sample of that coquetting behaviour which distinguished the Majori
ty, who were too ambitious to serve either Ilis Majesty or the Na
tion Canadienne, thinking only of serving the interest of them
selves and of their immediate adherents.

The commercial minority was partially conciliated this Session by 
some regulations of trade, and by a vote of one thousand pounds for 
the improvement of the I.achtne Rapids ; but, towards the end of the 
Session, the Majority lost their temporary good humour, by the refu
sal of the President to make an advance of seven hundred and fifty 
pounds, to defray the expense of translating into Frenc h, and print
ing tor the use of the Members of the Assembly, Ilattstll’s Price-
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dents of Proceedings In the House of Commons. Such an application 
of money for the mere purpose of providing in French what the Mem
bers should have endeavoured to study in I hr English tongue, iras thou^kt 
to be deserving of the previous consideration of the other brunches of 
the Legislature.

The President does nbt appear this Session to have been treated with 
the respect due to his station by the Assembly ; and, though in humble 
imitation of his predecessor, he paid some compliments to both 
Houses in his closing Speech, it is probable that he was far front be
ing satisfied ; and though he suppressed all expression of personal 
feeling on the subject of a want of etiquette in the intercourse of the 
Members with him, he could not avoid lamenting the non-attendance 
of half the constitutional number, and the frequent adjournments for 
want of a quorum. All the Acts passed this Session were temporary, 
according to the systematic policy which endeavours to make the 
House of Assembly the regulator and controller of the march of the 
Administration, and to enable that body to connect its power with the 
continually recurring legislative wants of a progressive Colony.

Our ninth Chapter begins with stating the progress of Commerce 
and Industry in Lower Canada, which is ascribed to the demand for 
the productions of the Canadas, and of the neighbouring States, in 
the British Markets, in consequence of the war in Europe, and the 
Decrees of the French Emperor, which interrupted the intercourse 
of England, with the Continent of Europe, and more particularly 
w ith the Northern Powers ; making the great channel of the Saint 
Lawrence important, in facilitating supplies of Naval Stores.

After stating the extraordinary encouragement given by the Par
liament of Great Britain, to the employment of Capital in the Colo
nial Lumber Trade, and showing the advantages which Upper Cana
da, and those American States which border on the River St. Law
rence, derived from it, allusion is made to those peculiar characteris
tics of the French Canadians, and of their incompetent House of 
Assembly, whicR'prevented them from having the principal share of 
the benefits derived from the resort of hundreds of Vessels to Que
bec, making two voyages annually, and carrying to British Ports, 
Lumber, Pot and Pearl Ashes, Wheat, Flour, and Provisions. The 
indirect benefits to the native population, wère indeed great ; but we 
venture to assert that, until the Leaders of the French Canadians can 
be induced to second the policy of British Colonisation, by facilitating 

\ the combination of their Constituents with the Upper Canadians, and 
with Emigrants from Great Britain and from the United States, they 
will have little share in clearing the Waste Lands, and establishing 
new Settlements in this Province. Till this desirable combination 
take place, we shall continue to sec them and their Representatives 
envious of the prosperity, though not emulous of the industry, of 
their neighbours. z

x
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The lliinl Session of tin* fourth Provincial Parliament, was opened 
by Présidâ t Dunn, on the ‘21st of January, and closed on the I bill 
of April, 1807. It was not remarkable for many important Men» 
sures brought to maturity ; but a variety of projects are mentioned, 
indicating that the Commercial and other interests were urgent for 
Legislative guidance and encouragement. The House of Assembly 
was, however, chiefly anxious to extend and secure the powers la
vished upon it by the Constitution; and the Act 47, (ieo. III.. Cap. 
Hi, containing regulations for the conduct of Returning Officers, 
contributed to discourage Candidates of British origin, from op
posing those of French origin, at future Elections.

On the 21th of February, the attempt to obtain a pecuniary al
lowance for the Speaker and Members of the Assembly, was renew
ed ; but it so completely failed, that since that period, an allowance 
for Legislative services has been considered disreputable, except in 
the case of the Speaker, who, ax a servant of the Honourable House, 
has been deemed a fit object of hire; and since the year 1817, by a 
compromise with the Legislative Council, stipulating an ecpial allow
ance, to the Speaker of that body, those Officers have each received 
a salary of one thousand pounds, for the service of three months, the 
usual duration of a Session of the Legislature.

Though no Acts of importance were passed this Session, several 
connected with local convenience and police, occupied much of the 
time of the House; and the President, in his closing Speech, had a 
fair opportunity of imitating his predecessor in praising the Assem
bly, which would, however, have been more gratified with his assent
ing to pecuniary reward.

Next follows an account of some important events in Europe and 
in America, which had a powerful influence on Canadian affairs.— 
The British Ministry, familiarly called “ all the Talents," which pro
mised so much, and performed so little, was finally wrecked on the 
rock of Catholic Emancipation ; and, in the months of March and 
April, 1807, a Tory and Anti-gallican Administration was establish
ed, which, possessing the unbounded confidence of His Majesty, ral
lied around it the great body of the British Nation, and eventually 
obtained what Mr. Pitt desired in vain—the deliveramc of Europe 
from the yoke of France, and the splendour of Military, in addition 
to Maritime Power and reputation, for their Country.

We also show the progress of the hostile disposition of the Gov
ernment of the United States towards Great Britain, accelerated by 
the unauthorised, though excusable zeal of Admiral Berkcly ; whose 
orders to take, by force of arms, if necessary, certain Deserters from 
His Majesty’s Navy, forming part of the Crew pf the American Fri
gate Chesapeake, were strictly executed by Captain Humphries.

Those events are particularly detailed in the same Chapter, as in
fluencing Canadian affairs, causing the appointment of Sir James
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Henry Craig, as Governor General, and leading to the unprecedent
ed mode of hostility adopted by the American Government, under 
President Jefferson, which, by the prolonged Embargo on American 
Vessels, produced a contraband Trade from the Frontiers of the Uni
ted States, through Lower Canada, pouring Wealth, Capital and 
Commercial Enterprise, into that Province, for two shipping seasons, 
and affording a stimulus to improvement, which a competent and im
partial House of Assembly, would bave made a lasting benefit to the 
Country and to their Constituents, as well as to the Subjects of Bri
tish origin.

The fourth Session of the fourth Provincial Parliament, was open
ed by Sir James Henry Craig, Governor General, on the 29th of 
January, and ended on the 4-th of April 1808 ; and, as the inefficient 
Administration of President Dunn, had left much business in arrear, 
the urgency for despatch was proportionably increased. Owing to 

N^the American Embargo, and the influx of Commerce, the establish
ment of a Bank was a favourite project, as the means of obviating 
the inconvenience of a continual drain of specie in payment of Amer
ican Produce : the regulation of the increasing Lumber Trade, was 
also an important object ; but, as the primary design of our essay is 
the developement of the ambition of the Leaders of the House of 
Assembly, we chiefly recapitulate what has a bearing on that subject.

Our political hypothesis, resting chiefly upon the effects of an in
judicious Constitution, which has tempted the French Canadian Ma
jority to aspire to exclusive domination, will receive much support 
and illustration from the conduct of the House of Assembly, this 
Session. At an early period, a resolve was carried by a Majority of 
21 to 5, “ that Ezekiel Hart, Esquire, professing the Jewish Religion, 
cannot vote nor take a seat in this House.” This expulsion was equal
ly contrary to the Constitution, and to an Act of the British Parlia
ment, which, in the Reign of Geo. II., had conferred all the rights 
of British Subjects upon all Jews, who might have resided seven 
years in any Colony belonging to Great Britain.

The next unconstitutional Measure, was the Bill introduced by 
Mr. Bourdages, for disabling Judges from sitting and voting in the 
House of Assembly ; which Bill was passed on the 4th of March, by 
a Majority of 17 to 8; and, as an inducement to the Legislative 
Council to concur in the Measure, its wily partizans alleged that 
the Judges would be more useful to the Country and to His Majesty’s 
Service, by being called to sit and vote in the Upper House ; Jrom 
which, succeeding Assemblies have, during many Sessions, endeavoured 
to expel them likewise. The Legislative Council, however, perceiving 
nothing in the Constitution to warrant this Bill, rejected it, leaving 
to the judgment of the Electors, to choose Representatives possess
ing their confidence, from all classes not proscribed by the Letter of 
the Constitution, which could only be altered by the Imperial Parlia
ment, or by the joint concurrence of the three branches of the Provin
cial Legislature.

X
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Having shown a desire to introduce a Religious Test, as a qualifi
cation for a seat in the House of Assembly, and also to prevent the 
choice of their Constituents from falling upon the most respectable 
class of His Majesty’s Servants, the Majority next proceeded to in
terfere with the Prerogative of the Sovereign, and to obstruct the 
progress of the English Tenure of Lands ; which Free Tenure was 
well known to be the principal remaining attraction to Settlers of Bri
tish origin, upon the Waste Lands of the Crown, that is to say, four 
fifths of Lower Canada, which they preferred to see inhabited by wild 
beasts, rather than by Settlers of British origin.

On Thursday the 24th of March, on Motion of Mr. Bedard, it was 
Resolved, “ That this House will, on Monday next, take into consi- 
“ deration the alterations which it may be expedient to establish, touih- 
“ in g the nature and consequences oj Grants in Free and Common 
*• Soccage, and the precautions necessary to be adopted to prevent the 
“ Crown Lands from being settled by Strangers, professing principles 
“ inimical to those necessary f or preserving this Count ry to His Mu- 
“ jesty's Empire.”

This new project, though cloaked in the mantle of devotion to 
His Majesty’s Empire, was seen through by the Governor General ; 
and the Majority of this Assembly, more prudent than their succes
sors, restricted their warfare to less noble game than the high Prero
gative of the Crown, which secures to His Majesty, in his/Colonics 
and Conquests, the choice of Purchasers and Settlers of me Waste 
Lands. The French Canadians must indeed make out a very strong 
case, and prove that they have been disturbed in the enjoyment of their 
actual possessions, before they have the shadow of an equitable right 
to complain against the policy pursued by His Majesty's Govern
ment, in replacing the ravenous bcastsAf the Canadian forests, by 
human beings of any nation, not cvcivcxctfjlking the dispersed chil
dren of Israel. /

In the same Chapter, we criticise a variety of Laws and Projects, 
showing that the urgent circumstances of a Commercial Colony, will 
induce interested Persons to petition for regulations, which, from the 
want of a congenial spirit in the Fundamental Laws, must be ineffi
cient, and a mere lure to the hazard and destruction of the property 
of the Subjects. This remark particularly refer to the Incorporation 
of Banking Establishments in Lower Canada, bejore obtaining the ne
cessary protection of property, and the publicity of its mutations and 
encumbrances, by Register Offices.

From the want of the spirit of British Legislation in the Funda
mental Low's of Lower Canada, every attempt to introduce British 
Commercial Institutions and great undertakings, has been attended 
with much danger and inadequate success ; and political jealousies 
continually interfere to embarrass and weaken associations among 
persons belonging to the learned professions ; Committees of Trade, 
,Steam-Boat Companies, Banks, Insurance Offices, and Theatres, cx-
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tending even their disorganising effects to Societies for promoting 
Religion and Education, and for charitable pui poses.

We next remark upon the important Act for the Trial of Contro
verted Elections. This Act, 48, Geo. III., Cap. 21, lias been recent
ly repealed by the Act 5, Geo. lYr., Cap. 5, which, extending and 
modifying the previous enactments, gives complete scope to that prin
ciple of universal suffrage, which, under the present Constitution, 
will secure to the French Canadians, an overwhelming Majority in 
the H t'y sc of Assembly.

In closiug>ms busy Session, the Governor General, aware of the 
approaching General Election, did not express that disapprobation of 
part of the Proceedings of the Assembly, which he must have deep
ly felt ; and be principally called the attention of both Houses, to 
the uncertain relations existing between Great Britain and the Uni
ted States, and their duty to fortify the minds of the people with 
courage and loyalty, for the purpose of defending their Country, and 
securing the blessings conferred upon them by His Majesty's Go
vernment.

Our tenth Chapter commences with describing the Oligarchical 
Association, called the Quebec Junta, which the Government had 
gradually permitted to be formed, as a kind of defence against the 
increasing ambition of the House of Assembly. This Junta, closely 
connected with the Executive, comprised several French Canadian 
Placemen, and still continues to be a specimen of those anomalous 
associations, which a defective political Constitution inevitably intro
duces into any C(funtry ; and, in Lower Canada, though many of 
the Members have been merely actuated by private views, it has ne
ver entirely forfeited the confidence of the British Settlers, who have 
been justly impressed with the opinion, that its influence, on the 
march of the Administration, was more favourable to them, than the 
Measures originating in the House of Assembly.

This Oligarchy, consisting of the Executive, the Majority of the 
Legislative Council, Judges, Crown Lawyers and Placemen, still af
forded some protection to British principles and improvement ; and it 
was therefore the constant object of the jealousy of the Majority of 
the House of Assembly, which jealousy was considerably increased 
by the countenance which had been given to a Newspaper called the 
Quebec Mercury, wholly printed in the English Language, and oc
cupied with extracts and discussions calculated to show the want of 
British Laws and improvements. To counteract the influence of this 
English Press, the French Canadian Leaders, during the Administra
tion of President Dunn, established a Newspaper called the Caha- 
n/£.v, printed wholly in French, and entirely devoted to the am
bitious views of the Majority of the House of Assembly, which could 
chiefly be promoted by keeping the whole Province attached to the Laws, 
Language and Manners which existed at the Conquest, concentrating 
their Constituents as a separate people, predominating eventually in
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every department of the Government, over the Subjects of British 
origin, who, except in Quebec and Montreal, and in the Townships, 
might be said to be scattered in weak unconnected parties through
out the Seigniorial Grants of the King of France, and the Roman 
Catholic Parishes.

Among the characteristics of the Canadien Newspaper, should be 
particularly mentioned the mixture of abuse of the local Govern
ment, and of the British Settlers, with exaggerated expressions of 
loyalty to the King, and devotion to the Imperial Government, who 
were always represented as friendly to the ascendancy of the French 
Canadians, and to the full developetnent of a Constitution, which fa
cilitated to the latter, an exclusive domination in Legislation and 
Finance, while it impeded the Anglification of the Colony, and the 
resort of all Settlers of British origin.

During the General Election of Members for the fifth House of 
Assembly, in June 1808, the disappointment of Mr. J. A. Panel, in 
his expectation of being re-elected for the City of Quebec, ascribed 
to Executive intrigue, produced « such opprobrious violence in the 
pages of the Canadien, as drew the attention of the Governor ; and 
Mr. Panet being one of its Patrons, he was dismissed from his Lieu
tenant Colonelcy of the Militia, and received a private intimation 
from the Provincial Secretary, Mr. Poland, that this disgrace was 
owing to the seditious tendency of his Speeches and Writings insert
ed in the Canadien Newspa'per.

The same Chapter next describes the firmness, find consis
tency, with which Sir James Craig defended the position which his 
own principles and the conduct of the Majority at the Election, had 
detenjj^ned him to take in favourof the Subjects of British birth and 
originT; From this new and commending position, he reviewed the 
state of the Country, uninfluenced, Jar a time, by the temporising 
views of the Quebec Junta, and perceived with sorrow, the multipli
ed grievances of the British population, and resolved to èxert him
self for their redress. These grievances are detailed, and can bjK 
readily ascribed, by our intelligent readers, to the virtual exclusion 
of that population from influence in the jliouse of Assembly, andvo 
the inimical effects of French Laws upon British Colonisation, Com
merce, and general improvement.

The Provincial Parliament was summoned to meet, for the des
patch of business, on the 10th of April, 1809; and Mr. Panet hav
ing Jjieen chosen Speaker, and contrary to expectation, approved by 
His Excellency, the Session was opened with a long Speech, in which 
the warlike exploits of Great Britain, and her unsatisfactory négocia
tions with the United States, were reviewed, and Measures of do
mestic Legislation were recommended for the permanent encourage
ment of that industry, which the temporary stimulus of the Ameri
can Embargo, and the influence of external, Commerce, had called 
forth. An interesting extract from His Excellency’s Speech, given
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in the same Chapter, excited much discussion in the House of As
sembly ; but, except that he described the internal jealousies, against 
which he cautioned the Members, as being without cause or founda
tion, we conceive that His Excellency’s remarks were seasonable and 
just. The Majority well knew that jealousies of the most prejudici
al nature, must always exist under the present Constitution, paralys
ing the efforts of the Executive for every purpose of public improve
ment, and impeding every Measure recommended to the House of 
Assembly, by the other branches, for the promotion of British Colo
nisation and Commerce.

This short Session, being the first and last of the fifth Provincial 
Parliament, is distinguished by that intemperate heat in the proceed
ings of the Majority of the House of Assembly, which is reprobated 
in the Governor’s clodÈÉteSpeech. All objects of internal improve
ment, for which the rewons of enterprising Individuals covered the 
Speaker’s Table, were postponed till the favourite questions of ex
pelling a Jew and disabling Judges, could be disposed of.

The Bill passed by the preceding Assembly, for disabling the 
Judges, having been rejected by the Legislative Council, the Ma
jority of the present, containing several Members of a more revolu
tionary character, now attempted to violate the Constitutional Act of 
the Imperial Parliament, by excluding that respectable class of His 
Majesty's Servants, by a simple Resolve; which, if permitted, would, 
in fact, have nullified the power of the other branches in all ques
tions connected with the composition of the popular branch ; but, 
with respect to the Judges, this alarming course was suspended for 
the moment, to be afaetv^trds renewed unsuccessfully, however, in the 
sixth Parliament. The fre-expulsion of Ezekiel Ilart, Esquire, the 
Jew, who had been re-elected for the Borough of Three Rivers, took 
place by a simple Resolve ; and the public sympathy and that res
pect for principles of Religious Toleration, which befits British Sub
jects, have never been displayed by again returning a Jew to serve as 
a Member of the House of Assembly.

The accounts of the Revenue and Expenditure having shown the 
prosperous state of the Finances, the Majority of the House of As
sembly were encouraged to contemplate the assumption of the Civil 
List, as will hereafter appear. We describe the motives of this en
terprise, originating in the ambition of the popular branch to obtain 
a complete controul over the expenditure of the produce of the taxes, 
levied upon imported goods, including British manufactures ; this 
subject, being connected with those differences on Finances, which 
eventually brought the House of Assembly into direct collision 
with His Majesty’s Government, and produced that display of the 
power of the French Canadian Leaders over their ignorant and preju
diced countrymen, which now alarms all the other Subjects, is particu
larly recommended to the attention of our intelligent and unprejudi- / 
ced readers. * (
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From 1 ho revolutionary temper now openly displayed, it is needless 
to state that Bills and other communications sent down from the Le
gislative Council, were neglected by the House of Assembly, and 
that the proceedings of this body soon exhausted the patience of the 
Governor.

Accordingly, on the lôth May, Ilis Excellency closed this short 
Session ; and intimated his intention of dissolving the House of As
sembly, and, in Ilis Majesty's name, appealing to the sense of the 
j:i0‘ le. IIis.Speech, on this important occasion, exhibited that mix
ture of military frankness, with disdain of compromise, which suited 
his character, utul formed nn extraordinary contrast to all the speeches of 
his predecessors in the Administration of Lower Canada, under the 
lirilish Crown.

Our eleventh Chapter contrasts the uniform result of an appeal, by 
Ilis Majesty, to the sense of his people in the United Kingdom, with the 
result of appeals, made in his behalf by the Governors of Lower Ca
nada,7o the sense < f the French Canadians. In the former case, the 
reasons for dissolving the Parliament are approved by the election of 
a majority of members of the House of Commons favourable to the 
Ministry, and to the course of measures approved by His Majesty : 
in the latter, the people have uniformly rc-clccted a majority of mem
bers opposed to the Provincial Administration. To the permanent 
causes of this contrast we briefly allude, expressing our astonishment 
that, witnessing, during twenty years a radical opposition in the po
pular branch to the Local Administration, His Majesty's Ministers 
have not persevered in appealing to the wisdom of the Imperial Par
liament, to devise or approve a remedy for a disorder which already 
exhibits Lower Canada in a state approaching to anarchy. That 
anarchy, in the com fete sense of the term, does not yet exist, is owing 
partly to the powerful influence of the Imperial Government, partly to 
the military force under the command of the Governor, but chiefly to 
the want onenergy and organisation in the adherents of the opposi
tion, who, in time of peace, are called upon to contribute no money, 
or labour, or service in a direct or burthensome manner; by the Local 
Government. The opposition, therefore, at present, mere paralyses 
the Government, in every effort tot advance the improvement of the 
country and promote lirilish Colonisation ; but the spirit of contempt 
for authority is nevertheless fostered by the opposition ; and the ris
ing generation of French Canadians, receiving a Fiench education, may 
in a few years exhibit that degree of boldness which their fathers have 
not attained, and reduce into practice the political principles too long 
tolerated in their Leaders. The Imperial Government will then find, 
that, by neglecting the policy approved by the experience of other 
nations, of assimilating the popular Branch in Lower Canada to that 
which produces attachment to the religion, language and glory of the 
King in the United Kingdom, they have merely preserved military 
possession of this Province, without that support of public opinion
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which distinguishes a free from a despotic Government, and a dutiful 
co-operation in the execution of laws, from mere submission to supe
rior loro

Thtr^Iajority of the members of the dissolved House of Assembly 
made great exertions to be re-elected : and they succeeded chiefly by 
addressing the vtmity and prejudices of their ignorant constituents, 
who were called upon to vindicate the rights which the Constitutional 
Act was asserted to have conferred upon them, of choosing represen
tatives obnoxious to the Government. Every consideration ol prudence, 
or apprehension of consequences, was treated with contempt in the 
Canadien newspaper, which was circulated and read gratuitously 
throughout the Homan Catholic Parishes. Sir James Henri/ Craig’s 
person, and the supporters of his Government, were continual objects 
of obloquy and ridicule; and reports of the disapprobation of his con
duct, and of his speedy rccal and disgrace, by His Majesty, were fa
bricated as a means of enlisting the respect of the French Canadians 
for the Monarch, in the service of those who had determined systema
tically to oppose his Colonial Representative, whenever he would not 
submit to become the tool of their ambition. Those misrepresentations 
and intrigues arc described at large in the elevcnthChaptcr, and prepare 
the mind of the reader for the result. The old members opposed to 
Government in the fifth Parliament were re-elected for the sixth ; and 
Sir James Henry Craig & well intended experiment to produce har
mony had a contrary effect.

During the recess, His Excellency made a progress through the 
new and old Settlements of the Province; and, while his personal obser
vations confirmed the preceding reports of the grievances of the llritish 
Settlers, particularly in the Townships, he experienced much satisfac
tion from the progress which, under every disadvantage of French Law s, 
Feudal Tenures, and an ill constructed House of Assembly, the Pro
vince had made since he first visited it, during the American Revolu
tionary war.

The Governor General, on his return to Quebec, learnt that the 
unauthorised arrangement, by Mr. lirskine, of the differences with 
the United States, had been disapproved by His Majesty’s Ministers ; 
and this event, diminishing the hope of a long continuance of peace 
with that Country, is said to have disturbed his project of re- 
pairingAhe defects of the Constitution of Lower Canada. On this 
subject we beg leave to refer our readers to the same Chapter ; w hile 
we hasten to recapitulate the proceedings of the first and only Session 
of the sixth Provincial Parliament. It was opened on the 29th of 
January, and closed on the 26th of February, . 1810. Mr. J-'anet 
w as re-elected Speaker ; and the Governor madiha Speech to both 
Houses, calculated to impress upon their minds, the duty of giving 
undivided attention to the means of preparing the Province to resist 
the probable hostility of the Government of the United States, who, 
by their dismissal of Mr. Jackson, Ilis Majesty's new Plenipotentiary,

11
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had manifested no desire to preserve friendly relations. His Excel
lency ended his Speech, by announcing his having consulted His 
Majesty’s Ministers on the subject of disqualifying the Judges, and 
stating that he was authorised to give the Royal Assent to a Bill for 
that purpose, in which both Houses of the Provincial Legislature 
should have concurred.

Before replying to His Excellency’s Speech, the Speaker of the 
Assembly, and the Majority, determined on recording, in the Journ
als of the House, a protest against the reprimand which the Govern
or had given them in his Speech at the Prorogation of the fifth Par
liament. On the 3d of February, a resolve was accordingly passed, 
characterising, as a breach of the privileges of çhe House of Assem
bly, any attempt on the part of the other branches to dictate or cen
sure its proceedings. Having thus, at the same time, cautioned His 
Excellency, and all others, including virtually the Editors of News
papers, to beware of censuring their proceedings, the Majority re
turned to the newly discovered road of ambition, namely, that of ob
taining a complete controul over the expenditure and application of 
the Provincial Revenue, including the Territorial Revenue which had 
accrued to His Majesty as the Suzerain or Superior of the Feudal 
Seigneurs, and the produce of Duties levied by Acts of the British 
Parliament, before the existence of the House of Assembly, as well as 
the produce of Duties levied by Acts of the Provincial Legislature. 
With this controul, the wily demagogues perceived that they might 
eventually dictate to the Executive, the Salaries, and even the Ap
pointments of every Officer in the Civil Department, and turn to the 
advantage of themselves and their adherents, the whole expenditure 
of the Revenue of the Colony.

With such views, as evidenced by the conduct of future Majori
ties, comprising several Members of'tlie present, the House of As
sembly intimated, by an Address to His Excellency, as well as by 
Addresses to His Majesty, the Lords and Commons, which latter, 
the Governor was requested to transmit, its determination to assume 
the payment of all the necessary expenses of the Civil Government. 
These Addresses, however, as our intelligent readers may suppose, 
were couched in general terms, and did not insinuate that, in return 
for this assumption, the British Government was expected to transfer 
to the House of Assembly, the appropriation of Revenues rapidly in
creasing, which had been established before the existence of that bo
dy, nor that a change was contemplated, which would infallibly tempt 
thç Creature of the British Parliament to dictate to its Creator. Sir 
James Henry Craig, and his Counsellors, perceived the object of this 
offer, though it w’as accompanied and cloked with all those expres
sions of Duty, with which the machinations of an ambitious inferior, 
are always presented to his superiors.

The answer of His Excellency, therefore, was extremely guarded ; 
and he particularly insisted on the propriety and Constitutional right
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of the Legislative Council to a concurrence in the Addresses of the 
Assembly, not only as being a co-ordinate branch of the Legislature, 
but as being composed of Individuals having a large stake in the 
Country. This answer was not satisfactory to the Assembly; and, 
with the view of censuring it by Resolve, it was referred to a Commit
tee, principally composed of those Members who had planned the 
new system of dictating not only to the Governor and the Legisla
tive Council, but to the Imperial Parliament.

The Bill introduced for immediately disabling the Judges, having 
been speedily passed, was returned by the Council, with an amend
ment, postponing their incapacity till the end of the present Parlia
ment. The Majority of the House of Assembly were anxious to 
obtain the passage of this Act, but still more eager to relieve them
selves from the presence of Judge Debonne ; and they therefore re
turned to a vote of expulsion ; and by a Majority of 19 to 10, they 
declared his scat vacant ; they also rejected that part of the amend
ment of the Legislative Council, which would have admitted of this 
individual being re-elected or replaced by another Judge ; and thus 
brought themselves into collision, not only with the Legislative Coun
cil and with the Governor's instructions, but also with the Constitu
tional rights of the Elective Body.

These proceedings, leading to an application through the Speaker 
of the House of Assembly, to His Excellency, to issue a Writ, in 
His Majesty’s name, for the Election of a Member for the County of 
Quebec, in the place and stead of the expelled Judge, placed the 
Governor General in an unprecedented dilemma, from which he deem
ed it necessary to extricate himself by a new Dissolution of the Pro
vincial Parliament.

We refer our readers to the extracts from His Excellency’s Speech, 
contained in the eleventh Chapter, which will shew the correct view 
which he took of the proceedings of a House of Assembly, which 
rather desired to provoke, than to deprecate the exercise of His 
Majesty’s Prerogative. This ambitious, but shortsighted body 
knew, like the fabulous A ulcus, that in falling to the ground, it 
would acquire fresh strength ; but it did not know that the British 
Hercules, according to our estimation of his genius, must eventu
ally find means of destroying every., particle of its offensive hos
tility to British Colonisation, rendering it totally inefficient in its 
efforts to give permanency to French Laws, Language and Charac
teristics in any concentrated Association on thp Continent of North 
America, which every political and philanthropic motive should induce 
to be completely Esolish.

Our twelfth Chapter gives a view of the temporary causes which 
rendered the Governor’s new appeal to the sense of the people to
tally inefficient, for any purpose of obtaining a House of Assembly 
more favourable to the views of the Executive, or to the interest of 
British Laws, Language and Colonisation.

Y
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The persons in authority, who had stigmatised the old Members ^is 
unworthy, of being re-elected, were chiefly Protestants of British birth 
or descent, and naturally supposed to he partial to the Religion. Laws, 
Language and Manners of the great majority of the United Kiirgdo n 
r/Ureat Britain and Ireland. The event confirmed the previous in
ference which many disinterested reasoners had drawn, that the re
probation of Candidates for seats in the House of Assembly, by Gover
nors and Councillors appointed by a Protestant and British King, would 
be rather a strong recommendation to the favor of a people, whose religi
ous and Anti-British prejudices had been so preposterously fostered by 
the Legislative Acts of the British Parliament. The great Majority oft he 
Members of the sixth House of Assembly were persons who pro jessed, 
at least the Romish Religion, and the most persevering disposition to 
oppose whatever could tend to innovate upon the old French Laws, 
or to disturb the hereditary routine of rural labour and amusement, 
which distinguished their Constituents.

The old Members were so confident of the effects of the predilec 
tions of the constituent body, that they at first derided every doubt 
of success ; but, perceiving the unprecedented energy with which the 
Executive, its immediate adherents, and the Subjects of British origin 
prepared to oppose them, they resumed the arms of ridicule and mis
representation. which had done them such good service at the previ
ous election. For this purpose, the new spaper Le Canadien, was adop
ted to furnish suitable texts for the oral comments of the Candidates 
and their agents ; and it was circulated at such an extraordinary ex
pense, as gave currency to an idle report, thrift was partly supported 
by the Plenipotentiary of Napoleon Buonaparte, near the Govern
ment of the United States.

The Canadien, thus connected in the minds of the credulous, w ith 
the intrigues and ambition of the 7'y ant rtf' Europe, became the ob
ject of additional detestation and alarm to many persons w ell affected 
to the Government. Urged by them, and probably still farther stim
ulated by the writings which it contained, the Governor General, by 
the advice of the Executive Council, ordered the seizure of the 
Canadien Press, which, with all the papers found in the Printing Of
fice, was conveyed, under a military escort, to Quebec*» This act was 
followed up by such a display of military precautions, as induced 
the well disposed part of the community to believe, that an extensive 
conspiracy against the Government had been discovered. Tin y were 
however, speedily undeceived, and led to suppose, that views of pro- 
serving the minds of the people from the contamination of the sedi
tious sentiments, w hich flowed like a deluge from the Canadien Press, 
w ere the principal motives of its seizure ; and, that the dim' y of mi
litary preparation was made as achcek upon the more violent agita
tors, who chiefly resided in tbCncighbouihooel of the cities and tow ns. 
After an examination of the Papers found in the Printing Office of 
the Canadien, six persons onlv, three of them Members of the; late
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Parliament, were taken into custody, by Warrants signed by tbc Ex
ecutive Councillors, in virtue of the power invested by the Act for the 
better preservation of His Majesty’s Government.

The same Chapter describes the lingering affection of many of the 
Subjects of British origin, to the Constitution with all its defects, 
and notices the only indications of a wish to appeal to the Imperial 
Government, for its suspension, with the view of its future modifica
tion, which have conic to the knowledge of the Writer. This appeal 
Ivor not made in such a form as would have encouraged the Ministry to 
take the high responsibility of ordering the temporary suspension of the 
Constitution, or moving the Parliament on the s abject, at a period when 
th or was no certainty of an accommodation of differences with the Uni
ted States.

The seventh Provincial Parliament met on the 12th of December, 
1810, and was prorogued on the 21st of March, 1811 ; and the first 
Session was distinguished by greater industry and moderation on the 
part of the House of Assembly, than could have been expected. 
The variety of reasons all edged at the time to account for this 
change, is mentioned, but not deemed sufficient, more particularly 
tiiat which ascribed to the Majority, a settled determination to make 
a moderate use of their triumph over the influence of the Executive 
at the recent General Election.

Mr. Panel was re-elected Speaker, and approved by Ilis Excel
lency ; who opened the SilXsion with a Speech confined to the rela
tions between Great Britain and the United States, and to local af
fairs. Ilis Excellency recommended the continuation of the Acts 
for the better preservation of His Majesty's Government, and the re
gulation of Aliens ; and be ended Ilia Speech, by promising to con
cur in any Measures f or the public welfare, which both Houses might 
jointly propose.

The Address of the Legislative Council, was an echo to the 
Speech ; but the Majority of the House of Assembly, introduced 
into the Address of that body, a marked disapprobation of the 
use made by the Executive, of the powers conferred by the Act 
for the better preservation of His Majesty's Government ; and this 
paragraph was remarked upon in the Governor's reply.

This same Chapter contains a long detail of questions connected 
with local affairs and proceedings on various Petitions, which tin- 
short Sessions and existences of the fifth and sixth Parliaments had 
kept in arrcar.

On the 20th of March, this busy Session was closed with the in
teresting and impressive farewell Speech of Sir James llcnri/ Craig, 
which is the more worthy of being referred to; because we may con
jecture from it. that the Report of bis Administration to the Prince 
Regent, bis present Majesty, would not have concealed the jealousies 
existing between different portions of the Province, and among its 
mixed population, nor neglected to recommend some remedy for the
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yearly accumulating evils arising from a defective Constitution. At a 
future day, when the interest of the stale may permit the publication 
of the correspondence and reports of tin* Governors of Canada, we 
doubt not but Sir James Ilenry Craig w ill appear to great advantage, 
as the constant and uncompromising advocate of every measure which 
could conciliate the honour of Ills Majesty, and the interests of the 
Empire at large, with the union and welfare of the mixed population 
of Lower Canada. His known independence of mind and fortune— 
the extensive knowledge of mankind^bhich fie had acquired in military 
and civil stations in every qua) ter of the world ;—his advanced age, 
leaving him no strong passion to gratify hut the love of honest fame— 
all these circumstances combined, induce us to believe that his Iteport of 
his Administration as Governor of I.ower Canada, must have conveyed 
important truths, in plain language, to the Imperial Government ; and 
that it formed, in many important points, as complete a contrast to those 
of his predecessors, as his Speeches to both Houses of the Parliament of 
Lower Canada, do to those of Lord Dorchester and Sir Robert 
Shore Milnes.

END OF THE FIRST PART
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