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No, 60/9 Ai'terinath off World Rei'ugee Year

Text of-the Prime Minister's letter of' Jru.y 12< 1960, to the Canadian Weli'are Counoil, tabled lai
the House aif Comn.s on Friday, 1uly'15 iu reply
ta a briei' an the subJeot of' the extension ai' the
programmes ai' World Rei'ugee Year.

My calleagues and I have had an opporttLnity ta complete
OU-r cansideration off the briei' on the su.bjeotai' rei'ugees which
Your Caunoil submitted ta u.s on March 17 last«

The resu.1ts aof ur study and the deoisions which have been
"Oached with respect to the i'ive recaDalfendations cantained i.
YOU.r*,resentation.are enumerated belowb

10Your Cau.ncil recomlmellded, that the Governinent should extend
beyond th e end ai' WorJ.d Rei'igee Year the programme alwing f'or

PX'ivatespa'nsorship ai' reffugee famiilies. Yati will recail that I
8flfounced ln the HouSe ai' Gommons on Maroh 17 last that the
8POnasorship arrangements relating to're'ugee familles would be
eztended, beyond the en.d ai June 1960, the 'month i. which 'World
R1ei'ugee. year cames ta an off±'icial end.

20 your Cou.ncil recommefded thatthe Government, In1 consulta-
ýIOZt with the provlies shouJ-d inci'Oase the number aof rei'ugeeý

i'8lilies adznitted ta Canada with ane or more znenbers suffiering

r3rOixi tuberculosis, and that the progrewme connected with TB>

fam1illes shouJ-d be exteILded beyond the end cof World Rei'ugee.Year,
If Iecessary, in order ta carry ouit siach arrangements. At the
tuime your recommendation was presented ta the Goverament, it had

a]aeBady been anriOulced that Canada was ready ta admit 100 TB cases

?i'elu the roi'ugo8 camps, togethol' with any dependents they niight

have. ArinoufcOment has sino been made ai' the decisian ta admit

e i'urther 100 TB cases witb. dopendents, Including in this 
second

Eopsome f'amilles which may have mare than one mexnber sui'iering

rrO3I the disease. Ar~rangements have now been oompleted whioh will

D6rnit the i'irst graup ai' famies tnder this extended arrangement

t02110 iforward ta Canada on or about July 18, with a second group
80hedttîe& ta came iorward on Ji11y 25, and the remaining group i.
tii. tirst tew days Of August.

34 your Cominittee suggested that the special programme developed

lia conetion with World Rei'ugee Year shoLlld bo enlarged ta incizide
not eiily rivate spnosi Of rotug8e f'amiflles ini camps ln Europe,
bilt alse private sponsorshiP of European refugea familles not in

11li eas welJ. as roi'uqeO f'amfilles in othol' parts off the world.
utipPean roi'ugee fam1lG8s not ln retugee camps are alz'eady coverod
Linder ex±sting provisions5 for private sponsorshlp.

FinanciaJ. assistanlce is already boing given tlmrough a speoîa].
c0 nXtributien to the -United Nations Higli ComisiBier for Refugees
to assist rei'ugee famIilles in othO3? parts of the wvend but, s ic.

th6 mkir objective of the. High 003D1±BiO,'e during World Refgle
he~a een t oI*S thO s ta Europe i-t £8 ooiiaidered that,

11 ar rmt»seoa iaca ontribut a already rot srred to,thp Caadin oferto SSit te a ghComssinershould be directe&
Piacipft11y to theii. ry objecti'Ve which ho has set for hi-s
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4* 1 should ilcke to commient now on the suggestion contained,
in yoiir briel' that the Federa]. Governinent shou.ld permit the
admission to Canada ini connection with Worid Rel'ugee Year of
nwnbers of' retiigee cb.iidren, regardiess of' thejir origin u.nder
a pl.an whioh wouid oonteniplate their legal adoption by ïazulies
la Canada. This iss as you~ wiii readily appreciate,, a complioated
probiem primarily becaiuse the excl.uive juriadiction with respect
to legal adoption resta with the provincial goveraments, The
child-wej.Xere departments of the provinces and the chIid-welfare,
agenoies througholit Canada have at the present time large numbers
of' chi3.dren in their care and, whle not ail of' them by any means
can be oonsidered eligible f'or adoption under the standards set
by the provincial atthorities and adoption agenoies in Canada,
there ar, none the ess, substantial numbers of Canadian-born
ohildren who might be considered lfor adoption In Canadiau homes
if' standards comparable te those whioh would have to be, considered
f'or refug se chiidren were te, b. applied la ceuneotion with Our
own Canadian childr su,

The department ooncerned has been ini touioh with the variou.0
provincial ohid-well'are aiithorities in this matter and has sought
their reaotion te your proposai, Whule yet to hear trom a nwiiber
of' the provincial goveraments as te their views, the conclusionj
has beexi arrived at that, in individuai cases, prespective ad.optive
parents in Canada may appiy for the admission of an individuel
orphan refoge obild, te b. brouaght to Canada f'or purposes et
legal adoption subje ct t e twe provises, namelY: (a) in siioh cases
the provincial ciild-weitare autiierity oonoêrued shall have apprevB4

the application and ceul'irmed that suitabie Canadian chiidren are
not availabie, and (b) shah], have undertacen to give coutirnuing
supervision to the proposed adoption diiring the probationary perle4
requi.red by provinc i ai 3aws -- when these provisôs have been
complied wlth, arrangements will be made by the. tederal aQthoritie 0
which wiii permit the. admission et siioh a child te Canada,

5. 1 corne tinaliy to your recommndation that the Bedera].
Goverxnment, ln consultation with the provinces, siiould accept res-
ponibility l'or previding establib.ed public-haiti and weltare
services l'or privateiy-spensored refuge. familles adaitted te Canad8
under the. speol programme which has bean u tafeet durine Wrld
Retuge. Yea.r. You wiil have neted iu this eonnection the resuits
ol' receut negotiations with the Province ef Ontario, whicii have
res<ilted in an announoement by the goernment et that province thatt
whule they are not ln a position te e.ssiut lu the. provision ef
transportation ozts or the maintenance and oare ef privateiy-
sponsored rel'ugee l'amulies during the. firat six moutha et their 5ta1
in Ontario the Ontario gevernuent at tii. expiration of' sixiaoutbP,
viii proviA. uecessary welfare assistance to tiiese privateiy-
sponsored retuge. l'amulies, il' tiiey should l'iud tiiemseives in ne.d,
et it,

The assistance beiug provided b~y the. Ontario governm.nt lu
aooordanoe with this anou-noemet wilJ. be that nomally provided to
pers onu lu ne.d throughout the. province wider the. provincial geuer8l
well'are assistance act, or ether apropriate legislativ'e enaotmeirt$
In meut et thes e arrangements thie Yederal Governaient, under existilB
legisiation, shares the cost et assistance provided.

I ami sure you wili agree that the. announcemeut made by the.
Ontario government in this niatter will de much to tacilitate the
werking eut of' arrangements l'or the. private sponsorship of' rot ugDO
tamilies and il' other provincial governiiints agre to aimilar T
ments, it viii do mucii te meet thae objectives 'Whioh yetir Couiicilb»
In mind in presenting the. reozmeudatiou conerning the aoeeptano*0
public responsibiiity ln this mAÀtter,



In most provinces it wou.ld-appea r that, even without
auY special arrangements stioh as those WhIch have flot been
deveîoped in Ontario, the extent of the responsibility 0f' the
Prtivate sponsors of' ref'u.gee famili1es, once they have been landed
lu Canad~a, does not norinalj.y go beyond a year or two at the niost.
T2he Federal Governnient will continue to work with the provincial
gOvernments to the end that ref'ugee fa.milles enterinig Canada will
be enabled to corne under the protection of' existing health and
Weltare legisiation as soofl. as theer are eligible to benef'it
theref'rom, and In-this way, with the active interest and suapport
Or' voluxitary organizatiola, together with the Joint, ef'forts of'
governinents at ail levels, my colleagues and I are satis'ied that
We shall continue even al'ter the end of' World Ref'ugee Year, to
Con1trIbute iii an~ lmportant masure to the solution of' this
cOiUPehhing human problen.




