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" WHAT 1S TT0 BE AWAKE 70 THE SOUL?

8Y REV. DR. DEWEY.

) .- Yot us sée what it is to be awake in worldly
i ‘things. How clear is the vision of men when
"’ “directed 1o their oulward interesis! How
- keedly do they discriminate, how accurately
.do they judge, how eagerly do they pursue!

‘Tt needs no Sabbaths, no set times, to medi-
tate on stocks, and bargains, and speculations.

things. Every sense, and member, and fa-

" life. Here gre no faint impressions, no dim
g . f)drécptians,_ no doubts, no objections, no eva-
:- gions.
those of the worldly who now hear me, I
may. say—you are all inquiring how you

" yourselyes, and putting off business, as you
put off duty, upon your neighbour; and say-

* jng-it may be proper for this, and that, and
“ the other man, ta go forward, and do business,

:
k
k)

and ‘get gain. No, you grasp at the bare

chance of worldly profit.  You step manfully

eyes, lo-detect, -on every side; shapes of evil
~.and danger, as men who are half: asleep.

No3; you are not irresolute, nor doubiful;:nor
You have no
fear of pledges and promises, and forms of

- cowardly about these things..

promise in- business; no fear of bonds, and

‘‘notes, and covenants, in trapsactions where

the whole heart is interested. Many have not

- halfenough fear of these things. :
But, alas! how different from all this
-~wakeful zeal and activity, and readiness, and
- forwardness, and courage; and manly decisi-
- on,"is the ordinary pursuit of religious things !
..Here, alas!.men have doubts. They do not
-gee things clearly., They are afraid of some
-evil lying in-wait. They are afraid of forms
. and covenants, and sacramental vows. They
i’ doubt about prayer. They doubtabout pub-~
- lic worship.- They question whether they
“-shall not get just as much goed at home.
-+ Above-all, they doubt about- religious under-
takings, and efforts, and charities. It is quite

a matter of speculation, lh&y ‘think, whether
I

=+ any'good ‘will be dove. he: case is: coni-

= ‘plétely ‘reversed; from whalt it is in worldly.
“+1hings. A speculatibn there is a grand chance
B But inreligious
“thiings, the noblest chance for infinite good 10
“‘ourselves and others, is but a'doubtful specu-

for 'the acquisition of goods.

lation. - If there is adventure, or experiment,

nd ‘ris

‘off, and ‘the people:are a strange people,
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. Tt needs oo serimons to remind men of these

" ~¢ulty is awake, and alive, and intensely em-
ployed, in the earnrst toil and competition of

To the worldly, it may be said—to

. shall do mare, and gain more ; not excusing
* yourselves, and striving to do the least that
will satisfy your owh minds; not excusing

forward, not waitisg for others, not walking
* tiraidly ‘and doubtfully, and " straining” your

or;speculation heré, a thousand _vqiceg' are
I raised against it; while the whole busivess
-.-of life is more or less a business of adventure
iind Fisks - If itis'proposed to send tlie Gospel
or’ Hindodstan ;- why it is a great

‘ﬁ;%l’,lh‘e_'_‘s'pct:éss s doubtful’z"but there is no

dins |

temptation, and warning, and enecouragement,
that areall around them. They mark every
thing in the paths of life but those dircctions,
and commands, and exhortations, that con-
stantly address themselves to the spiritual
nature. They see not, at every step, duties,
mercies, privileges, means of virtnous im-
provement, opportunitics of usefiillness, cares
of the soul to be taken, cares of other men’s
good and true welfare, dangers admonishing
them, blessed hopes beckontng them onward,
heaven opening to them. They do not walk
in the gbiding and the living sense of these
things.

This it would be, in some measure, to be
awake to the soul. But what it would be
altogether, our perceptions of the soul and its
interests, are. perhaps, too dull for us to tell,
or to comprehend. Well may we suspect
that our standard of religious wakelulness and
diligence is far too low. Well may we sus-
pect that we do not yet know what it is to be
awake to all the glorious and aflecting con-
cerns of our moral and immortal welfare
and that if we were thus once awalkened,
every thing in this world would appear in
a new light; we should see with new eyes,
we should apprehend with new senscs, we
should be aroused to an impression miore pro-
found and overwhelming than ever this out-
ward world has made upon us. TIf, indeed,
we can so strongly grasp this world; if we
can so strongly apprchend, and so cagerly
pursue the mere forms of things, the vanities
that perish in the using, the tnfles of a day;
with what ardour and intensity would the

Liold on realities! .. If the charms of pleasure
can so facinate men, how would the beuuties
of.virtue enrapture them ! If glittering gold
can so dazzle them; how. would they gaze, if
they saw them, upon the riches of holy truth,
and life, and immortality! If the most ordi-
nary good news can so delight them, what
would the Gospel do! Ifecarth can win and
bind all their warm affections and sympa-
thies, how would heaven bear away their
thoughts to more delightful meditations, to
more holy friendships, 10 more blessed hopes,
to more ineffable visions of beauty and bea-
titude, than all that this world ever unfolded,
or offercd, to its most ardent votaries! Then
would worldly desire, and love, and zeal be
more than transformed ; they would be re-
generated to new life and power.  He, upon
whom "this happy reuewal of the soul should
pass, would find that nobler energies had
slept within him than he had before imagin-
ed to be a part of himself. e would come
to fecl that he had undervalued the gift of
being. -He would thank Gad as he never be-
fore thanked him, for the blessing of existence,
‘and the promise of immortality.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.

: Rélfgiousideas, bclief’s, impréésiohs, should
be -diligently : transmitted. .. Whatever of
Chrigtian - faithh or fecling the parent has
shioiild bé communicated to the child. . Some
pefsbns, seem to have. scfup_l_ds on this, poiknt.
They say that all persons ought to form théir
awi zeligiots views in the exercise of their,
dyvn ‘mélture Teason; and that tb teach them!
onr views in their childhood is to <pfc'.6ccu Dy

their ‘minds," and - hinder. the frde -exercise

|1af ihe gieat vight o Ginbiased judemi
‘Thiere are many disputed . points in religior,
, d tiis faimst:qnd best to }Gav:e‘

tip
hla

) siida ity
:{independ

gtfines that b
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ently,’ 1¢ beconies capable. of
his 1s wretchedly, false reasoning,

] o You! certainly - cannots. impart . (o
.y‘o}utlchil\d .any religious viéws different froin
your awn, i’ You/icannot. iin good: faitli- or,
coimimon lionesty,  commiunicate to ‘hiin:.as

truth what iyoy do not regard as teutlt, - You

soul put forth its powers,. when it once laid |
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must teach him your own views, if any—
yours or.none. And not to teach him any is
to neglect the period when the human mind
is most susceptible of religious impressions,
the period which is to after-life what the
spring-time is to the harvest. There isanop-
portunity then, for which the child is not
responsible, but for which you are re-
sponsible ; which he cannot improve, and-
which, if you neglect it, is lost forever,—a
loss which no future exercise of his recason
can supply or compensate.

There 1s a tendency in ourtime to carry the
idea of liberty to a most extravagant extent.
The idea of authority is getting obsolete in
tany quarters—as if auothority were always
a usurpation : whercas, in many cases, it 13
a duty and the non-exereisc of it is _guilt.—
The real rights of human beings are, in truth,
so very sacred, that we arc apt to think we
cannot overstate them, cannot too jealously
abstain from interference with them, cannot
give anybody lLis own way to much.  This
morbid feeling. about liberty and indepen-
dence, which has various insane manifasta-
tions in our day, is coming toaflectinjur. sus-
ly the relation between parents and children,
Children must not be interfered with! must
tiot be governed! Human nature is so di-
vine, that it must not be tampered with, but
lefi to the developement of its own heavenly
ihstincts, which are most heavenly——in faet,
are divine inspirations—in their earliest days.
% Heaven lies around us in our infancy,”
says a great poet, and. many ‘have adopted
his poctry as their phylosophy. — Leave
{ 1 ree, ~we-arc-told—free as the
" Shacklethenvuot-with your.
old.world notions. " TFetler. them hot with’
your beliefs'and “habits." - Liet” them alone,
and heaven'will guide them, - and the- God
within will fashion them by a better model.
You infringe their rights, you violate their
sacred frccﬁom, and stifle the celestial melo-
dy that runs through the strings of a free soul,
when you undertake to curb and direct them,
and overlay the divinity within them by your
laws and regulations, and your world-worn
ideas of things. Let them alone ; leave them
free. Suchis the purport of some of the
phylosophy of the day, and the idea reacl.lcs
and influcnees multitudes who know nothing
about the philosophy of it, or whence it comes
or whither it tends. I think -we may see
some of the fruits of this amazing defercnce
to children in the absence of humility, of re-
speet for elders, for religion, for anything hu-
man or divite, in which many of them are
trained and are growing up. -Young men and
maidens, of quite tender years, have grown
competent, and are taught thatit is a free and
véry noble thing, to pass their flippant judg-
ments oo all time-hallowed truth, and sneer
in tranquil superiority at all the gray-haired
wisdom of the world as error and dotage.—
Frecdor and independence are, indeed, the

| choice and ‘immeasurable blessings of our

time;—liberty; both civil apd religious, phy-
sical and mental, national and -individual;
but if the ‘idca i5 to be pushed-io the wild
ekireme which some.tendencies indicate, it
will render inevitable, by reaction, a sterner,
‘darker despotism over soul and body, than
the world ever saw before, ST
 But the rights of children! They have
théir Tights, sacred ones, ‘many of which the
‘wisdom;  consciencé ‘and *affection - of the
Christian parent distinedy point: out. * And
(heir foremost right is a tight to:that -which
they | 1most negd, namely, anefficient -and
! itaiive geverance and: guidance on the
part-of those whom God ‘and nature bave set.
over thert fof their good. ~ Theyhave a right
10 a sttong and Wholesoiné authority exercised
over them, mildly, wiibout -ste
ity, yet firm and, decisive,

‘Utider that rational and g enerous * bondage of

I ¢isdormn and love whicli niay'save them from

[ lie bad' and debasing’ bondage  of -« their'own

reckless caprices. - They havé # rightto the

friiits of your expericnee and wisdom, tohave
thém put into their. minds, wrought into their

can best-havé done, -in; numerous inslances,
not by your reasonings, s nor.by being. left o
to théir own'instincts, but by; your authority,’
théi-weight . which your charagter has with
the'm—;b\y your giving them. positive instruc-

convictions and ways “of 1if¢';; and: ihis they|

tion, and laws not to be questioned.  If the
parent has any definite religious beliefs, im-
pressions, and principles, the child has a
right to have them instilled from the ecarliest.

right to claim daily bread at your hands.—-
He has a right which hc cannot enforce or
understand, but which the God of nature-
inakes obvious and will vindicate,—a right'to’
claim of those in whose hands he is placed
in his helplessness that they avail themselves
of that suseeptible period to give him the
gronndwork and materials for a religious faith
and fecling. Give him, transfer to him your
opinions and impressions. Some of them
may be erroncous : ofthat point he will have -
a right to judge, and will juge, hereafier.—-
He may miodily those views very much, .
when he comes to revise them, in the legiti--
wate excreise of his freedom in after years.
Beitso. Nomatter for that.  Though he-
should greatly change every opinion and im-
pression, you will still have done a work oft’
unspeakable value for him. Ifyou arefaith-
ful and rcasonably fortunate, you will have -
given him, along with your opinions and im- -
pressions, a religious bras, aspiritof laith, an:
carly, strong, unyuestioning scose of the re--
ality of spiritual things and relations. The:
particular opinions & ideas may be modified,
and you need not care lor that. . The bias,
feeling spirit of faith, which underlies all ve-
ligious opinions and ideas, and which is the
main thing is likely to remain, And inasmuch
as that feeling and spirit of faith must be for
the time embodied in some opinions and ideas
—-let them be our yown, and do not scruple to
commuuicateyourownnoreservedly.: There.
15 0o iniftingement of rightsi-cit 24
ate'or prospeciive; in doing g0 It is: using
your uightul authority, being simply faithful
to your position, and performing for, your:.
children, in the only way practicable for you,.
the very sucred and momentous duty of pro-
viding for them at the most favorable time a
religious faith, which is likely to cling 10
themn and bless them, through - every period.
of life and through all changes of opinion,—
George Putnam. '

MANLY CHRISTIAN CHARACTER.

‘What " constitutes the manly Christian
character?. 'The foremost traitis decision of
mind, supported by strength of heart, “Re-
ligion is an active duty ; itis not so contem-
plative as many suppose ; it never, retires ta
meditate, leaving any active duty undone,
True, oiir Saviour Tetired to meditate and,
pray; but it was when the nighit had come,
and no man could work,—when the streets of-
Jerusalem were still; when _(]ee-p slecp Wﬂb
on every eye, when the mouging for a time,
forgot their sorrows, and the sick were re-
lieved: from their . pain; then it was; that
baving worked the works of Him--tllétiscnt‘
him all the day, he felt. at liberty to spend*

1 have given time to sacred thought, so long *
as any. thing remained to 'do;’and'we.fear-
that the reason why 1eén are'so partial to the
contemplative duties of religion, 4, thatit is "
pleasant 10, have ilie. héart engaged'in' medi-"
tation, whild it is hard'io keep the hands busy*

theless, that . all 'depends, mot or."cantempla-
tons, feelings, and. Tesolutions, but deeds.
-Active duly being thus iinporidnt, it follows
that the manly traif, decision of mind; is ong;
of thic greatest excollencics man' ¢4’ possess.”
Qur 'Sayibu’t'hi’ll'n‘s'élf ‘possesséd - it ‘,'in'; ‘perfecs
G & 1 wais Kbver 656 smpphent i 1 log
ili@gél;"s"u'r‘rdq‘_:déd_flg '._.thi_sé';\y‘l‘id vere, pro-
posing q

ciful qidétion, 4nd writis dowi his

replies. - /Though’ spures; were, every.-where:
spréead for hin, hé'wallied throus ,tffé"wo 1d-
‘with cénﬁd ce z,mq “[‘]”‘yl)e[c‘
never was a mament Y: o

any,_faltering G,
vantage to -hig foes

period into his mind, as much as hehasa.”

thie night in prayer'io God, * Hé ueverseetns'’

in the serviee of God., BUtit is {rue never-. -

immedizibai

loss, . '




: however, is not so.

THE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN.

determined to accomplish; and that was, to

finish the work which was given him to do.
The other thing essential to the manly

Christian character, is, that this decision of

~ mind shall he accompanied with energy of
Our Saviour exhibited this in every,

"action.
moment of life; not only did he resolve
- withoot . hiesitation, but he -accomplished his
purposes as soon as it was forwed. Very
different this from the usual ways of men.
Thay make up their minds that they will do
a duty, and then delighted with this victory
over themselves,—they sit down as sel-satis-
fied as if it were actually done, and take the
care to forget that resolving is one thing, and
performance quite avother. If their con-
cience Gpbraids them, they put it off’ by
saying that they will do the duty to-morrow ;
and this is precisely the same as saying that
they will 2t do it now.- They have no rea-
son to think that a day will bring forth any
better disposition, any holier energy ; they
know that time sweeps away the resolution

v as well as the works of man; it always de-
stroys, and never rebutlds, nor repairs. The
word to-morrow should be bLlotted from the
ealendar of life; it is a mirage, which gives
eocouragement ending in despair.

‘ [W. B. O. Peabody.

DIALOGUE ON UNITARIANISH.

[The following dialogue appeared in the pages
of the Unitarian Miscellany, published in Balti-
more, Md., some five and twenty ycars ago. —

- Such conversations sometimes take place still,

_and we think it will bear reading in Montreal at

the present day. —D»n.B.C.] ,

The conversation was commenced by an
elderly gentleman, who had been engaged in
reading a tract entitled, * Whatis Religion 7"
Having Snished it, he laid it down, and tarn-
ing to the person who bad handed 10 him,
addressed him in the following words:

Eld. Gént. 1 sce that this tract was pub-
lished by a society in New York. 1 hear
there is a Socinian church bailt there lately,
but that they are all young men who are
conpected withit. 'This Socinianism isquite
a new doctrine—some new fancy for young

‘mainds.

Unit. -The society to which you allude,
Sir, disavow_the name of Socinians. Mhis
is a term which implies that they believe as

“ Socinus believed ;. that they take Socinus. a
" faltible man as a goide, in_matters of faith.
‘“But, on the contrary, they profess to have no

‘ guide or master but Christ, and no ereed but
the Bible. Tt is not generous or chatitable to
fasten on any society ‘a pame which they
deny. . -
- Eld. Gent. "If not Socinian, then, pray,

" what are they 7

Unit. They call themselves Unitarian
Christians, as they believe in one Gobp in
one person, and worship one Being, “and are
thus distinguished from other Christians,
who believe in what they themscives de-
nominate a * trivne God," or a God in three

. persons, each. of whom, under different

names, they waorship as God.  As to this so-
ciety’s consisting exelusively of young per-
sons, though frequently said with a view to

“its diseredit, T presume you do not imagine

that.1ruth resides only with age. The fact,
But whether young or
old, it is much more to the purpose, that you
will never bear any one call in question their
serinusness, or their Christian dcportment,

_as compared’ with otlier societies, who are

exhorted by .their pastors 10 have no inter-

_ course with them, and even to shut their

doors against them, ™ -
©Bld. Gent: " Butyou admit that this Uni-

“tarianism:is a very new doctring.

.. Unit. - Sofar from it, they hold its distin-
. guishing tenel to be as old as the first revela-
tion ‘God'made of himself toman; that it was
taught explicitly by God' himself 1¢ the peo-

- ple of Israel, when he'said, * Hear, Q Israel!
- the:Lord .your. God .iIs oxg Lorp;" or, as

.the passage is translated by many ecritics,
“ the Lord is your God,—the Lord is O~E.”
 See now that I, even 1, am Ilg, and there
-is'n6 Gad with me." "They bold also, that
it‘was’ taught! by our’Saviour, in language
“whicl could hardly be misunderstood, when
“he declares; ¢ T'his'is life ‘eternal, that they
“might : kilow " T%hee, Tni oxny TrUE Gop,

“and ‘Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”"
e UElds Gent. . Well well, all this may be

‘trug, but T am -content to be as wise as'my
fathers were in these 'matters,‘and I shall
“.eave these points to be'settlet by the prigsts,
lor it is'their study and iheir concern. ..
" [The Unitarian turned from this disciple
‘of the'doetrine of his fathers, with' a lack, of
" which the prevailipg expression” was that of
it A younger gepileran, with the 1han-
ners of a’'man’of the World, dud tlie ¢onfidence

- 'of apracticed disputant, n6w took:up ihe

“word Wwith a good-huimigured, self-complacent

Tor my part, T am_a Trivitarian, because
T amy an Episcopalian.. T feel perfectly safe
under ithe guidance of the churel, and shall
believe as the church believes, Aprogos, I
Tell the other day into the King's Chapel,
in Boston, where they have strangely de-
serted ‘their former belief, though they have,
preserved some of the church forms.  They
use a form of prayer, principally taken from
our excellent liturgy, but so garbled, that I
bardly knew it again. I observed, though,
o my surprise, that they address their prayers
to the Father, through Jesus Christ.. I'won-
der what they believe Jesus Christ to be?

Unit. 1 presume they believe him to be
what he declared himseif to be—the Son of
God. )

Episcopalian. They believe, then, that
Jesus s the Son of God. I did not know
they believed so mueh. But what signifies
ity if they do not also believe in his divinity.

Unit.” They do believe in the divinity of'
his mission, and of his doctrines. They be-
keve that he was sent from God, diviuely in-
structed, for purposes the most inportant to
mankind; that he taught with the authority
of God, and spake as he was commanded of
God. And Unitariaus honour him cven as
they honour the Father; for he was the am-
bassador of God, the sent of God, ecommis-
sioned to make known his will. In him
dwelt the fulness of the Godhead bodily, for
he did what no man could do, unless God
were with him ; and in him were manifested
the power and grace of the beneficent Father
of all.

Epis. Still, they do not believe that he
was equal with the Father.

Unit. Noj; and for this plain reason, that
he himself'declares his own inferiority. ** My
Father is greater than I.” ¢ Of that hour
knoweth no man, no, not the angels which
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Fa-
ther.” And there are nuniorous passages ‘to
the same cfiect.

Epis. But these he said in_his Auman
nature. .

Unit. Where do you learn that? He
himself makes no mention of bis being pos-
sessed of two natures, and how else could
we have derived the knowledge of a combi-
nation so wonderful; a combination of the In-
finite with a feeble man, of Omniscience with
ignorance, of Almighty power with that de-
pendent frailty, which eannot provide for its
own support a single moment. .
Fpis. Henowhere says, however, that he
was not.possessed of two natures, the human
and divine, ‘and upon no othér supposition
can we reconcile Scripture with Scripturé.’
Unit. - Upon no other supposition can you
reconcile Secripture with the Athanasian
Creed. But how can you set aside the posi-
tive testimony of our Lord himself upon the
subjeet?  You will admit that of Jesvs it is
truly said, ** no guile was found in his mouth.”
Now, suppose I were to shut one of my eyes,
and protest, while I was looking at you with
the other, that I did not see you. "I might
excuse myself for this falsehood, b?r saying, 1
did not see you with the eye which was clos-
ed; but would you think me guiltless in at-
tempting to: deceive you by such a quibble;
will you impute such conduct, as would be
basein another, to him who was without guile,
and whose example we are commanded in
all things 1o follow 7+

Epis. Without answering -what, [ am
willing to confess, . find at present rather
difficult 10 answer, I will bring the plain
worils of Christ against you, to prove that he
was God. He says. * I and my Father are
one? . E i .
Unit.. True ;. bot does he not sufficiently
determine the meaning of this expression, by
what is recorded a few chapters afterwards ?
In praying for his disciples, he says, * Holy
Tather,, keep through thine own name those
whom thou bast ziven me, that {hey may be
one as we are.”. ‘And. further on -he makes
the signification of these words still more ge-
neral, by saying, ¢ Neither pray I for.these
alone, but for; them-also which shall believe
on me through their word, that they all may
be.one ; as thou Father art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us."” - Does
Jesus Christ-mean {0 say, that he and bis
I"ather are one, in-any other sénse than thay
in which, not only his immediate followers,
but his disciples through all dges, might be-.
come one 7. You surely. cannot. help seeing,
that the passage you haveé quoted is not dnly
of no assistance, but that it is of decided’ dis<
advantage to your argument. ' And even if
it proved all that you thought it did, it Wwould
not prove the doctrine of the trinity. Tt would
prove. that;three were two_persons only, and
not three, in one, T
+ - [Here the first Speaker, who had been for
some time silent, again rallied to the attack,
with'd look of expected trinmph.} S
*Bld. Gent. The tribity inay tot be prov-
-ed’in’ that text, but'it certainly is in this—]
$ There are three that bear record in heaven,
thie ' Father, ' the Word, and.the Holy Ghost ;
‘and these:three are one? - » v w0 -

{7nit. 1 have vothing to do with what is,
ur is not proved by words which were never
penned by vne of the sacred writers, The
verse which you have cited from the first
Epistle of John, is contained in not a single
Greek manuscript. of the Scripturcs, of any
antiquity ot authority. The most learned
among the orthodox themselves have altoge-
ther rejected it, as not genuive; and it is a
shame’ that it should still be printed in our
Bibles, as a part of the oracles of truth.

Eld. Gem. Well, well, I know very lit-
tle about those matters. But did not Jesus
command -his disciples to go and teach all
nations, * baptising them in the name of' the
[Pather,and of the Son,and of the Holy Ghost?’
Thatisin the manuseripts, that is genuine,
is it not ?

Unit. Tt is. I cannot see, however, that
it proves the doctrine of 1he trinity. It docs
not go on to say that the Father, the Son, und
the Holy Ghest are one God. The converts
to Christianity, by their baptism, acknow-
ledged their belief in, and subjection to, the
one God as their Father, to Jesus Christ as
his authorized and inspired Messenger, and
1o the Holy Spirit of God, by whose influen-
ces, and not by those of any other power, the
new religion had been revealed, its Messen-~
ger had been directed, and its apostles endu-
ed with supernatural gifts.  You cannot think
that the mere circumstance of these names
being placed together in the same sentence,
is of any weight. Inl Chron. xxix. 20,11 is
said, ** All the congregation blessed the Lord
God of their fathers, and bowed down their
heads, and worshipped the T.ord, and the
king.” Now, you would not contend, from
these words, citherthat Jehovah and the king
were the same being, or that the people, in
worshipping them, as our translators have
rendered 1ty paid them equal homage;
would you ? :
[How much longer thisconversation would
have continued, ot what impression was pro-
duced by it on the advocates for tle Trinity,
I know not ; for, just at this time, the sicam-
boat touched the wharf at New York. lna
moment, all was confusion. The porters
swarmed into the boat; each man husried to
look afier his own baggage, and then took his
own way into the city.} .

CHRISTIANITY IN RELATION TO CIVILIZA-
TION.

[From' the Quurter!y Reviewer.}
‘“From this brief and hasty survey of* the
doings of Christiauity in the past, and the re-
lation which it bears at present to the civili-
zation and progress of the entire human
family, it is abundamly manifest thatit alone
commands the power that can renovate man-
kind. Christianity has ever proved, through
all its checkered history, and all the perver-
sions it has suffered, the great patron and
promoter of human progress, yet having a
special source and foundation of its own, ex-
ecuting @ mission peculiar and sublime.
It arises with eivilization,” and it rises above
it. Tt crowns that civilization when itis
highest, stimulates it when it is lowest, and
originates it where it is not. The mental
vigor which Christianity calls forth, is the
very elementoutat which civilization springs,
and in which it produces its most healthy
enduring roots.  Yet Christianity is neither
the effcct nor the offshoot of eivilization. It
asserts A sublime independence of it, as of
everything else thatis purely human. Conf-
ding in its own resources,evineing its own di-
vine and independent life, originating its own
impulse, and providing for its own defence,
it has slowly but surcly advanced in the ex-
ecution of its high behest, in defiance of
all antagonisms with which it has had to con-
tend, the greatestof which it has. already
overcome, and the whole of which it will ul-
timately exhaust. =~ "T'he’ great seeret of its
power over human nature lies in the fact that.
it fills all the desires,-and gives . scope 1o all
the capabilities of man.. Tt fully compre-
hends his nature, recognises and satisfies all
his objective tendencies; ‘while it “ennobles
and purifies -all the subjective.” ‘It does so
perpetually and pexfectly, and it does so by
placing the origin of man’s nature upon the
only foundation worthy of him, and directing.
it back again to the only issue “that comports
with so honorable a Ueginning,  and answérs
to such noble power.”: - Biit ithis’ origin -and
this consummation are both found in the in-
finite,. the cternal, the perfect and blessed—
short of this, man never rests, and can never
be’ satisfied. ' In" this-perfect ‘adaptation of
Christianity-to his nuture, are to be found the
sure auguries that the systém is designed by.
the author of nature for perpetuity -and uni-
versality. "It meets no rival, dnd it fears no

‘|opposition.: - There is nothing upon eartii, nor

among the possibilitiés of the future, that can
endanger its existence or prevent its triunph.
Who can entertain 2 doubt of .its ultimate
universality,. while we witness in.its doings

Dwhether - of ancient ot inodern times, an om:

nipotence that coverts enemies into friends,
and obstacles into fucilities.”
* » * .

“ But it ought still further 10 be noticed,
that Christianity seeures and promotes hu-
man civilization in a way altogether its own,
and carries it to the highest point, by a prin-
ciple dircetly opposed to pagavism and Ma-
homedanism, and yet a principle which in-
stantly approves itself to human conscious-
ness, and universally secures its concurrence;
it makes every man profoundly conscious, in
the first instance, of his own individuality.
It brings to light his true and proper dignity,
and places-him upon a natural and moral
equality with all his fellow beings. “There
is the secret of its mighty power.  There it
first proves its life, and shows its deep wis-
dom. In this consists its fundamental dis-
tinction from heathenism. This demonstrates
and explains its infinite superiority.  Pagan-
ism, under all its forms, destroys the sense
of its individuality, by perverting it 1o some-
thing extrancous. Christianity recognizes,
authorizes, and sanctifies it : undertakes to
sustain and guide it to its only adequate and
satisfactory issue. OChristianity alone har-
meonizes all the sacred rights of individuality
with the social tendency, with thesupremacy
of law, the claims of goverament, the spirit of
pationality and of patriotism. Hence, it most
ellectually works for civilization, and carries
it, upon sure principles, to the highest point.
It founds all rights upon the rights of con-
science, which precede all others in order, and
ought never 10 be superseded or counteracted
Ly any that follow them.

But the civilization and religion of all pa-
gan nations have been based upon the denial
of these rights.  The state was supposed in
theory to create or confer all the rights that
the individual man possessed.  He was the
creature of the state, not the creature of God.
Hence the individval conseience was praeri-
cally annulled. It was recognized only in
the public conscience, it worked only asit
was influenced by the national authority,—
Man was nothing by bimself. He became
a contribution .t a vast aggregate, but he
never rose to the sublimity of his own indi-
vidual being. The state was his command-
ing idea. Around that centre all his powers
and atlections moved ; towards it all were
attracted, into itall were absorbed.  Between
the citizen and the -worshiper their “ was ne
distinetion..  T'he rights aud the duties of the
latter were identical with those of the former,
and founded upon’them. * Civil-and religious

from oné fountain. " Neither the-statenor the’
individual recougunized, excepti in the lowest
deparuncut, and very occasionally the rights
of personal counscience 3 mever when they
came into collision with those of the siate.~~
Henee personal laith, domestic education, iu-
dependent goverment of families, and the su-
premacy of moral right over.civil, were all
denied and superseded by that principle of
legislation which made the people the pro-.
perty of the state, and immolated the man to
the aggrandisement of his country. The do-
mestic hearths had no sacredness; the {ami-
ly no independence.  They were not circles
complete of themselves, and overflowing with
spontaneous joy. - They were but scgments
and fractions of that large circle which hud
its centre in the public place, where the bu-
man materials wet to be appropriated by the
organs of the state. The niachinery was ad-
mirably coutrived, and worked well for state
purposes, and for those only..  But it was
felt all ihe time to be jarring and crushing to
human ewmotions. It started on a wrong
principle, and it aimed at a false end.  States
should be for men, and not men f6r states.”

EXTRAVAGANT LANGUAGE.

Nearly akin to these oflences against good
grammar is another. untasteful  practice, into
which you are probably more in danger of
falling, and. which is a erying sin among
young ladies, I mean the use of éxaggerated
extravagant forms of spéech,—saying splen-
«lid for. pretty, magnificent for handsome, hor-
7id for very, horrible for. unpleasant, immense
for large, thousands or myriads for any num-
ber more thano,lwoe. | Were [ to. write down,
for.one day, the conversation of some young
ladies of my, acquaintance, and then to in-
terpret it literally, it would imply that with-
in the compass-of twelve. or fourteen hours
they had met with more marvellous ‘adven-

through: more distressing cxpériences,’

more fright, and enjoyed more rapture,’

| would suffice for half a dozén common lives. . :

"This habit is attended with nany igcony
ences.; 1t deprives you of (he intelligible
of stroug. expressions when need the
If. you use them ail the time,
stands or "believes: you when ‘you’ use theém
in, earnest. * Youn are.-in the same. predica~
ment with.the boy. who: éried worLr,so often

when:therg was no wolf, that nobbdy “wolild

law fornted but.one - codezand sboth tlowed &

tures and hair-breadth, éscapes, had .passed

seen ‘more imposing 'spectacles, liad eaduied .

iise "
cd them. -
ody uinder--

ek
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go to his relief when the wolf came., This
habit has also a very bad moral bearing.
QOur words have a reflex influence upon our
characters. Exaggerated speech makes one
careless of the truth. The habit of using
words without regard to their rightful mean-
ing, often leads one to distort (acls. to mis-
report conVérsuuon and to m:lrvmfy state-
ments, in matters in which'the literal truth
is important to be told.  You can never trust
the testimony of one who in common con-
versation is indiflerent to the import, and re-
gardless of the power, of words. I am ae-
quainted with persons whose representations
of facts always need translation and correc-
tion, and who have utterly lost their reputa-
tion for veracity, solely through this habit of
overstrained and extravagant speech.  They
do not mean to lie; Lut lhcy have a dialect
of their own, in wlnch words bear an enmely
different sense from that given them in the
daily intercourse of discrect aud sober peo-
ple.—.d. P. Peabody.

OHANNING’S CHILDHOOD.

1 can remember,” says Chanmna “an
incident in my childhood, which las given a
turn to my whole life and character. [ found
a nest of birds in my father’s field, which leld
four young ones. 'They had no "down when
I fiest discovered them. They opened their
little mouths as if they were hungry, and 1
gave them some crumbs which were in my
pocket.  Tveryday I returned to feed them.

. As soon as school was done. I would run

. with mournful reproaches.

home for some bread, and sit by the nest o
see them eat, lor an hour at a time. ‘They
were now feathered, and almost ready to fly.
When I came one morning, 1 found them all
cut up into quarters. The grass round the
nest was red with blood. Their lide limbs
were raw and bloody. The mother was on
a tree, and the father on the wall, mouraing
for their young. 1 cried, myself. for I wasa
child. T 1hou"ht, too, that lhcpalems looked
on me as the Sauthor of their miseries, and
this made me still inore unhappy. I wanted
o undeceive them. I wantéd to symathize

with and comiort them. When I left the
field, they followed me with their eyes, and
I wastoo young,

‘and too sincere in my grief, to make any
apublmphcs. But T cau never forget my feel-
ings.” 'The impression will never be worn
uway, Tor can' I ever cease 10 abhor every
spectes of inhumanity 1wward manor anm-

.-mals.”

T'o educate a child is an office of which no
one, taking the Christian view, can think
Nightly, To administer perceptions, and un-

~ fold the faculties in their season and propor-

tions to give power to the afieciions, without
impairing their symmetry; to dovelope, in
their right order, and 1o their full intensity,
the greatideas of duty and of Gad ; to exhibit
huirian virtues and relations in so beautiful
an aspeet, that the soul may pass from them
with case to the venerating love of the Infi-
nite Mind, is a task oﬁcsponslbllny sosolemn,
as to invest every parenl’s life with the sanc-

"ty of a divine mission.

If the philosophier's doctrine had been the
true one, and the soul had been like a bird
fallen (rom the skies,—its p]umd«m soiled in
the dust, and its forces drooping in our heavier
‘air,—it \vould seem a cruel office to stimulate
it to ascend again, by convulsive efforts to an
clement pative, but natoral no more.. But
as the truth really stands, we rave not 10 pro-
voke a strength jaded and expiring, but to aid
and developc one that is half formed; our-
sclves to bear it awhile into the hemhls *as
upon eagle s wings,” and then launch it from
the precipice alone, to sweep down the gule,
and soar, mlo thelight it lovcs.-—.llflartmcau.

B iore peistion,

'MONTREAL;.'O'(‘:TOBER, 1848,

PROT STANTISM.

LLundudcd from our lnstj

To :111 ho feel any mterest in pmtectmﬂ
the r:ghts of the human mind from the usur-

p'mons alike of Churcli and State—to all who

. feelan’ interest in the progress of- piire | Chris-

" witness the advancement of, the human race.

: ~tmn truth.and enhﬂhtened Clmstmn virtue—=

" tc all who fel any ‘inlerest in seeiiig Chris-
unmty freed from” lhg mulnphed nbuses and
anthunted,errors which have' bccome Jincor-,
10 n\l who, dcsne o

_in the appreciation.. of the  exalted spiritual

- traths .of Christ’s most -holy. . Gospel ;

to 'l"

- suchy it ‘will dpp(—"l'l’ a matter ‘of the first. jm-

pormncc U\:xt 1he fund'\mcmal punclplc otho

Reformation—the full right of private judg-
ment—be kept distinctly in view. We con-
tend for this,as the one thing needful—as the
pear] of great price—as the corner stone of
our Christian liberty—as that, without which,
the Reformation was but a moekery, and
Protestantism but 2 name. As an authorita-
tive guide in moral truths and Christian veri-
ties, we have no more confidence in an Lin-
glish Monarch than in a Roman Pontiff. We
see not how infallibility can reside in the at-
chiepiscopal palace of Canterbury any more
than in the chambers of the Vatican at Rome
—in a convoeation at Lambeth, any more
than in a Council at Trent. It is to be la-
mented that any attempts should be made in
these days to obscure the first principles of the
Reformation, or explain away all proper
meaning out of it.  On what grounds can
any man, or body of men claim to direet au-
‘thoritatively in matters of faith? TIs it in
virtue of the unbroken historical antiquity of
their ccclesiastical organization! Then we
must yield to Rome. Is it in virtue of supe-
tior numbers? On this ground,also, we should
be compelled to yield 10 Rome. Is it in vir-
tue of their greater learning, wisdom, and pi-
ety? Then we are called upon to ascertain
the soundness of this prior claim, which rests
less upon indisputable facts, than upoen simple
opinion.  And this aet itsell invelves an
exercise of private judgment. We are sur-
prised that men of proper feeling and com-
mon sense should attempt to stilt themselves
above their fellow men. We are surprised
that Dr, Strachan should seek to stullify him-
self and others by proceeding on the presump-
tion that Ged had specially appointed him, and
his clergy, as the authoritative guides in the
solemn questions which bear upon man’s eter-
nalinterests. Can he or they * turn one hair
white or black 7" Can they produce any ev-
idence of special endowments? Il they can,
we will yield to them., DBut if they can not,
why do they persevere in making themselves
absurd in the eyes of reasonable men, by their
assertion of groundless and absurd claims —
We are willing to concede to the clergy of
the Episcopal Church (many of whom we
respect,) - cvery thing we would concede tu
others, or demand for ourselves. - But farther
thau this we will not go, cannot go, ought not
to go. Tt grieves us to see a disposition to
require more, for it discovers the existence
and operation of a spirit at direct variance
with one of the loveliest and most prominent
Christian graces.

T'wice, in the brief paragraph already cited,
does Dr. Swrachan inform his clergy that if
the Bible were frecly given to every man,
and the right of private judgmeni admitted,
there could be no such thing as heresy, error,
or dissent, One would alimost be tempted to
think that he regarded the possible absence
of these things as a calamity, We must
sow the seced, reasons the hushandman, clse
we shall have no corn in the harvest.  We
must have * gur Church to direct and eontrol
private judgment,” argues the bishop, else
we shall have “no such thing as religious
error, or heresy, or dissent.””  We searcely
believe that he means what he writes. We
scarcely believe that he means to assert that
it is by the guidance of his Church that here-
sy and errer are produced. We believe it
produces some error, but not all error, yet we
do not think the bishop intends to admit this.
What he means, we presume, is, that without
some living, speaking authority, there would
be no tribupal before which disputed doctrines
could be brought, and errors detected and
marked ; which is just the papal argument.
And this living, speaking authority. which is
to over-rule all men’s decisions he claims for

| his Chureh—*¢ our - Church,” as he styles it,

speaking to his little knot of clergy, ~ We
cannot forbear smiling at the assumption.~—

This is just the claim which the Romanist
makes for is Church, but he ean present
some larger show of reason. . The.principle
on which this Protestant bishop seeks to'stand,
is precisely identical with that which the Ro-
man Pontiff oceupies. The latter maintains

it with consistency, the former with singular

inconsistency ' and awkwardness. By the
Pope’s 1ule, Dr. Slnclnn is a héretic and an,
errorist. - By Dr.: Strachan s Tole, Dr. Chul-
mers would be placed in 2 similar : catagory.
By Dr. Chalmers”rule, Dr. ‘Chanuing would,
be regarded afier a like manner, And so the
Wreiched de]usmn proceeds. There is no man
who' dnmmuuul]y condémns another, thav is
not dogmatically condemned himself, © And

in cach case the uuthority, which pr qnouncc_s

the judgment is of equal weight, which is just
none whatever. It were better, we think—
ore seemly,and more Christian-like—if men
were 10 cease passing dogmatie judgments on
each other.  So thought the great apostle to
the Gentiles some eighteen hundred yearsago,
when he wrote “who art thou that judgest
another man’s servant? to his own master he
standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden
up ; for God is able to mako him stand.”—
Bishop Strachan says, that the perfect free-
dom of individual judgment was not the doc-
trine of the Church of Christ in any age.—
But St. Paul says, “ let every man be fully
persuaded in his own mind.” What does this
mean?  St. Paul says ¢ hast thon faith?
have it to thyself before God.” What does
thismean? It is strange how zeal for a par-
ty can blind men's eyes to the obvious mean-
ingr of the sacred Seriptures.

"The pretension of infullibility and the at-
tempt to exercise authority over conscience—
all this is essentially papistical. It belongs to
the system of Romanism, and not to Protest-
antism.  "Vhe lavter sprung from frecdom of
mind. and is based upon it; the former re-
jeets the idea of mental freedom at the outset,
and peremptorily demands submission and
obedicnce. To whatever extent any outward
Church does violence to mental freedom, to
thit extent it is false to the fundamental prin-
ciples of Protestantism. And when we look
over the various Protestant sccts, we are
painfully reminded of their unfuithfulness to
proper Protestant principles. ‘That the An-
glican Chuich is false to Protestant prinei-
ples, Dr. Strachan’s charge before us amply
testifies. It gives 2 unominal acknowledg-
ment of the right lo enquire, but withholds the
reality. ‘I'he system of that Church deludes
and mocks the enquirer. It * even encour-
agesa sober and searching enquiry,” says the
bishop, but it ¢ contends against rash inter-
pretations, and a too ready adherence to our
own fallible judgments.”” A « fgo ready ad-
herence ! How he wishes to gild the pill
for both elergy and people!  Does he not
know, and should he not say, that his Church

contends against any adherence whatever,
even the most deliberate, 1o individuul judg-

ment; if its opinion should come into " conflict
with certain ~ humanly - devised ‘standards 2—
The plain trath of the matter is, and it ought
to be expressed without circumlocution, that
the Anglican Church will permit a perusal of
the sacred Scriptures, but it compels the rea-
der to guage and square their contents intoa
conformity with the thirty-nine articles. In
such a case the articles become the actual
directory of faith, and the Bible is useful only
so far as it can be found, or forced, to give
support to the propositions coptained in them.
There can be no greater mockery thanto eall
such a perusal of the Secriptures an enguiry
after truth. An enguiry! Why the whole
matter lizs been setiled as to what the so-
called enquirer roust believe, before he com-
mences toread at all. It is all eut and dry—
it is all ready prepared in thirty-nine articles,
and he knows that if his enquiry should ter-
minate otherwise than in a conclusion already
preseribed, he will be stigmatised as a here-
tic. Here is 2 mournful tampering with the
dignity of truth, and with the sacred rights of
the human mind. The Roman Catholic
Church will permit private judgment on the
same terms. - You may read the Secriptures
if you will, but you must not venture to call
in question the settled standards of the church.
These are © most certainly to- be believed,”
no matter what the Seriptures disclose to
your enquiring mind. With respect to ‘pri-
vate judgment, then, the two Churches stand
on the same footing.. But the Roman Church
is consistent with its fundamental principles,
while the Anglican is inconsistent. i

But the Anglican, is not the only Church
which is untrue to the fundamental princi-
ples of Protestantism. In its’ imposition of,

the Westminster Confession, the Church of A.

Scotland evinces its.want of fidelity to these
principles. . The Scottish Church:hands the
enguirer iho Bible and the Westminster Con-:
fession. ~The latter contains a:formal and
pchxsc statement of whal must be believed,
Ncw:in'such 2 case what is the 'use of “reiid-
ing the. Scnptures, only 10 find prnof' for the
pr(.con(.owed settled crccd" And” what is
this but degrading the sacred. Scupturcs, ind |,
making: mockery of the. anuum" mind 1=

Every anthotitative creed is an u\sult to the

individual ‘mind; ‘and -an injury to the’ cause
of truth,’ Bvery nuthoritative ereed | js-a bar

to I'ree and candid cnqmry And where, thu

o

is arrested, error and superstition will as sur~
ly spring up, as weeds and thistles on the
field of the sluggard. Other Churches, like-
wise, are in the habit of imposing authorita-
tive ereeds.  But in every such case the es-
sential principles of Protestantism are violat-
cd. The absolute " supremacy of the Serip-
tures as a rule of faith, and the freedom of
the human miad, both thess principles are
invaded.

There are, in truth, only two cousistent po-
sitions to be occupied by theologians and re-
ligionists—the fixed Romanist ground, and
the proper Protestant ground. The former
is that of absolute authority. The latter that
of perfect individual freedom. The bond of
the one party would be identity of opinion.
The bond of the other party, unity of spirit.
Iivery attempt at compromise is jnconsistent
in itself, embarrassing in practice, and un-
sound in principle. With What consistency
can those who reject the ancient and impos-
ing authority of Rome, call upon other men to
sulmit to their authority 7 If the Pope and
thy Couneil of Treat are fullible, so likewise
is an English Convoeation, or a Scottish As-
sembly.  We must make up our minds to
submit unconditionally, or weo must resolve
not to submit at all,  If the former, then let
us become Romanists, and be consistent. It
the lauter, then we become Protestants in the
true and proper sense of the word, and assert
our individual {reedom; full and unlimited.

But there are consequences to be dreaded
from such Protestant freedom. And they are
prominently noticed by Dr. Strachan, The
Bible given to men generally, with liberty to
exercise their private judgment upon jt, would
lead themn, e suys, 10 “ become Arians, So-
cinians, &e¢,” And this is only saying, in
other wrods, what the Bishop of St. Davids
said some time since to his clergy. “The
areat sotree of the Unitarian heresy,” said he,
“ is their favorite maxim that the interpreta-
tion of Seripture is to be governed by reason
and not by authority.” -We thank you, Bis-
hops, both of ye, for these words. We could
ask no better testimony to the truthfulness of
ouz views. Bishops, both trans-Atlantic and
cia-Adlantic, pluinly. enough perceive:that a
rational- mterprcmuon of the saered Scrip-

tures—that is {0 say; an interpretation unsha~

ckled by the creeds and compilations of dark
and semi-barbarous ages—would conduct to-
Unitariznism. Again we say, wecould ask
no better testimony to the truthfulness of our
views, and their final prevalence. Men will
not always patiently submit to be Chureh-
bound and Creed-bound. Already have they
risen numerously against ecclesiastical and
priestly pretensions. And they are still ris-
ing—aye, ricing by thousands. In every
commcnity are bands of Christian freemen to
be found, who are loyal to their Liord and
true to their mental convictions—men, who.
reject all human authority over conscience.
They hold and *“have their faith {9 them-
selves before God.” In every country are to.
be found some ¢ seven thousand men,” true,
faithful, free, and honest, who have not bow-
ed the knee to the Baal of popular Churches
and popular Creeds.
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'SPEAK GENTLY.

N -

Speak gently ! nye speak gently all,
Nor eause o sigh or tear,

Or painful feeling in the breast,
‘I'hroughout our journey here.

Spenk gently ! time is never long,
Anud short may be our stay ;

Then let us strew with gentle words
Love's flow’rs upon out way. -

Speak gently to cach child you see,
And kindly do them greet

And if instruction you *d impart,
Do it with accents sweet ;

Speak gently!  Elen if they should live
To sce n futurs day,

There's trouble yet for them to meet;
Then eheer them on their way,

Speak gently to the young ia life,
Nor grieve the buoyant mind:
Thete's nothing chills the heart sa much
As words that are unkind.
Speak gently ! it will plensure give,
Tho’ bright their hopes *mongst men,
But should their path be overcast,
Oh! pray spesk gently then,

Spenk gently to the old in years—
Their rnce is nearly run;
Then try with kind words if you can
I'o gild their setting sun.
Spenk gently ! tho’ their ways and whims
Are often strange to see,
Rememb’ring that in future years
Your ways as strange may be.

Speak gently to the wand’ring ones ;
Pe kind in word and deed;

Quench not the flax by tones unkind,
Nor brenk the bruised reed.

Speuk gently ! and perchancg yoor word
May bring to mind their youth;

*f*hen tey with kindness and with love
T'o lead their thoughts to truth.

Speak gently to the poor on cazth:
How few and far the flow'rs
T'hat bloom upon their path in life,
Comper’d with those on ours!
Speak geatly to the toiling man;
Let no harsh sounds be heard ;
Surely he has enough to bear,
‘Without an unkind word.

- Sorrows upon our path; .
Without o peevick word or look,
“Eneh life its troubles hath. ="
Speak ‘gently ! Oh that all would guard
The words their lips let fall !
We know not what our influence is
Oh, then speak gently all !

Speak gently ! - Why with snger spread

LEITERS FROM THE HON. JOHN QUINCY
ADAMS TO HIS SON, ON THE BIBLE
AND ITS TEACHINGS.

LETTER IX AND LAST.

The fourth and last point of view to which
I'proposed to offer you soime general observa-
“tions upon the Seriptures, was with reference
to literature ; ‘and the first remark that pre-
sents itsell is, that the five books of DMoses
are the .most aucient monuments of writien
language now extant in the world;; the book of
.Job is nearly of the same date, and by many
of the Jewish and Christian commentators is
thought to have been written by Moses.

" The employment of alphabetical - charac-
‘ters to represent all .the articulations of the
.human voice, is the greatest invention that
ever was .compassed. . by  human genius.
Plato says *that it' was the discovery of

either of. a god or a man divinely inspired.”
‘The Egyptians ascribed it to Thot, whom
the Greeks afterward worshiped ‘under the
-pamie of Herimes, ' This is, however, a fa-
bulous origin. That it was an Egyptian in-
-vention there is litlle doubt, and it was a par

of . that learning of the Egyptians in al] of
which we are told * Moses was versed.”, Tt
is probable that when Moses'wrote, this act
‘ jvas, if ‘ot absolutely recent, of no Very re-
‘miote invention.  There was but one copy of
the law written in 2 book, -it was deposited

-.ip the :ark. of : the.covepant, and was read.
. aloud once in seven years,. to all the people

at their general assembly, -in the. [cast of the
1abernacles. There was one other copy of
.the law, written vpon stone,erected 'on Mount
_Ebal.”"It'does not appear that there existed
any other copies. In pracess of tiine the
-usage of reading it ithus must have been drop-

- .ped,- and the monument upon, Mount..Ebal

must . haye -.perished ;- for, in-the reign of

. Josiah, ‘about 800, years afieiward, ‘lie book

of -the law _ Wwas found in the 'temiple. How

" lonig it had beéen’lost is ‘not” expressly told

“but from the astopishment and consternation

of Josiah upon hearing the book read, its con-
tents must long have been forgotten, so thut
scarcely = tradition of them remained. We
are indeed told that when the ark of the
covenant was deposited in the temple of
Solomon, there was nothing in the ark save
the two tables which Moses put therein at
Horeb. '

The two tables contained not the whole
law, but the ten commandments : the book
of the law was therefore no longer in the ark,
at the dedication of Solomon’s temple ; that
is, about 500 years after the law was given,
and 300 before the book was found by leze-
kiah the bigh priest in the 18th year of Josiah.
From these circumstances, as well as from
the expedients used by Moses aud Joshua
for preserving the ceremonial law and the
repeated covenant between God and the peo-
ple, it is observed that the art and practice
of writing was extremely rare, and that very
few of the people were even taught to read;
that there were few books extant, and of those
foew only single copies; the arts of writing,
speaking and thinking, with their several
modifications of grammar, rhetoric and logic,
were never cultivated among the Hebrews,
as they were (though not till a thousand
years later than Moses) among the Greeks.

Philosophicai research and the spirit of
analysis appeared to have belonged among
the ancient nations excelusively to the Greeks.
They studied language as a science, and from

“Ithe discoveries they made in this pursuit, re-

sulted a system of literary compositions
founded upon logical deductions. The lan-
guage of the ancient writers was not con-
structed vpon the foundation of abstruse
seience; it partakes of the mature of all
vrimitivé languages, which is almost entirely
figurative, and in some degree of the charac-
ter of primitive writing and hieroglyphics.
We are not told from what materials Moses
compiled the book of Genesis, (which con-
tains the history of creation and of 300 years
succeeding it, which terminates three genera-
tions prior to the birth of Moses himself) ;
whether he had it altogether from tradition,
or whether he collected it from the more an-
cient written or printed memorials. The ac-
count of the creation, of the fall of man, and
all the antediluvian part of the history, carries
strong intérnal cvidence of having been
copied or (if I may express myself) translated
from hieroglyphic or symbolical record. The
story is of the most pertect simplicity, the
discourses of the persons introduced are given
as if taken down verbatim from their mouths,
and the narrative is scarcely ‘any thiog more
than the connecting link of the discourses;
the genealogies are given with great precision,
and this is one of the most remarkable pecu-
liarities of the Old Testament. The rest is
all figurative’; the rib, the garden, the trec of
life and the knowledge of good and evil, the
apple, the serpent, are all images which
scem to indicate a hieroglyphie origin.

All the historical books, both of the Old
and New Testaments, retain the peculiar
characteristics that I have noticed ; the sim-
plicity and brevity of the narrative—the
practice of repeating all discourses in the
1dentical words spoken, and the constant use
of figurative, symbolical and allegorical lan-
guage. But of the rules of' composition pre-
seribed by the Grecian schools, the unities of
Aristotle, or the congruities of figures taught
by the Greck philologists, not a feature is to
be seen. The Psalms are a collection of
songs; the Song of Solomon is a pastoral
poem ; the Proverbs are a collection of moral
sentences and maxims' apparenily addressed
by Solomon to his son, with the addition of
others of the same description ; the propheti-
cal books are partly historical and . panly
poetical~—they contain the narrative of visions
and revelations of the Deity to- the prophets
who.recorded them.

In the New Testament the four Gospels
and thé Acts of the Apostles are historical—
they eontain memories of the life ot Christ
and some of His apostles, and the proceed-
ings of some. of His principal -aposiles, for
some years altor His deccase. , The sim-
plicity of the narralive is the sanie as that of
the Old Testament ; the style in general in-
dicates an age when reading and writing had
become more common and books more muyl-
tiplied. "The epistles of Paul are the produc-
tions of a mind cducated in the learning of the
age, and well versed in the Grecian literature;
from~his history it appears: that he was not
only capable .of maintaining an. drgument
with the doctors of the Jewish law, but of
discussing principles with the Stoic and Epi-
curean philosophers; his speech at Athensis a
specimen of eloquence worthy of an audience
in'the native country. of Demostliencs, ~ The
Apocalypse of Jolin resembles -inmany re-
spects some of the phrophetical ‘buoksof the
Old ‘Testameut; the figurative, symbglical,
and allegorical language of thése books shew,
arange of imagination suitable only to be the
record of dreams and visions—their language
is-in many parls inexplicably:obscure. . Tt
has been, and is'to this day, among ilie follies

and yices of many Chrlstian sects to atiempt

explanations adapted to sectarian purposcs
and opinions. The style of none of the books,
either of the Old or New Testament, aflords
a general model for Dmitation to a writer of
the present age; the principle and rules for
composition derived for Greck and- Roman
schools, and the example of their principal
writers, have been so generally adopted in
modern literature, that the Seriptures— differ-
ing so essentially from them—could not be
imitated without great aflectation : but for pa-
thos of narrative ; for the selection of incidents
that go directly to ‘the heart; for the pictur-
esque of character and manner ; the selec-
tion of cireumstances that mark the individ-
uality of persons ; for copiousness, grandeur,
and sublimity of imagery ; for unanswerable
cogency and closeness of reasoning, and for
irresistable force of persuasion, no book in the
world deserves to be so unceasingly studied,
gnd so profoundly meditated upon as the Bi-
le.

1 shall conclude here the series of letters,
which I proposed about two years ago to
write you for the purpose of exhorting you to
search the Seriptures, and of pointing out to
your consideration the general points of ap-
plication 3 with a view to which, 1 thought
this study might be made profitable to the
improvement and usefulness of your future
life. There arc many other and particular
points to which I may hereafier occasionally
Invite your attention. I am sensible how
feeble and superficial what I have written
has been, and every letter has convinced me
oiore aud more of my own incompetency to
the adequate performance of the task I had
assumed ; but my great objeet was to show
you the importance of devoting your own fa-
culties to this pursuit ; to read the Bible is of
itself a Jaudable occupation, and can scarce-
ly fail of being a useful employment oftime;
but the habit of reflecting upon what you
have read is equally cssential as that of read-
ing itself, 10 give it all the efficacy of which
it is susceptible. T therefore recommend to
you to set apart a small portion of every day
to read onc or more chapters of the Bible,
and always read it with reference to some
particular train of observation or reflection.—
In these letters I have suggested to you four
gencral ones.  Considering the Scriptutes as

ivine revelations; as historical records ; as
a system of morals ; and as litterary compo-
sitions:- -~ There are many other points of
view in which they may be subjects of use-
ful investigation. L

As an'expedient for fixing your attention,
make it also a practice forsome tinic 1o min-
ute down in writing. your reflections upon
what you read from day to day; you may
at first find this irksome, and your reflections
scanty and unimportant, but they will soon
become both easy and copious.  Be careful
of all not to let your reading make you a
pedant or abigot; let it never pufl’ you up
with pride, or a conceited opinion of your own
knowledge, nor make you intolerant of the
opinions which others draw from the same
source, however diflerent from your own.—
And may the merciful Creator, who gave
the Scriptures for instruction, bless your stu-
dy of them and make them to you * fruiiful
of good works.”

From your aflectionate father,

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

WHENCE COMES THE CURSE!?

" But there is another complaint involved in
a'vague impression that God has cursed the
earth, your field of labour.  L.et us investi-
gate this charge a moment. My dear sir,
your Maker bids you put your finger upon
that curse, and establish its paternity. TFor
the long gloomy annals of humanity furnish-
ed a world of irresistable evidence, that man
possesses an infinite capacity to curse him-
self with every form of sin, misery, and de-

gradation. On the strength of this evidence,,

I dare arraign him before you and.the world,
for having cursed tie ‘earth, too, with all.thie
burning leprosy that has blotched its face
from creation down, and then charged that
curse upon his Maker. -And I trust a short
examination will make him plead guilty o

this agravated insolence,” " TFirst, let us hear
what e hds to say for himself.” The Cre-
ator asksyou, what more He could have done
for vour physical comfort than Ile has done,
is'doing and has promised to" do, for.that ob-
ject. He -invites: you to -analyse the solar
system and the human system;-and discovér
any defeet in. His physical laws; any in-
stanee where a new, principle might be intro-
duced, which would enhance. the perfection
of either of those systems.. Examine the
machinery of the globe. ~ See if; were it
centered at any other point, ‘more of its sur-
face would enjoy a more vertical sun. ; See if
you could suggest an amendment to the laws
of its motions, which would give a better va-

tiety of seasons to the whole. human family,

and vivify the earth with more_genial  dis-
pensations of light nnd sliadé, cold and heat.

Call in the anatomist, to help you; “exam- !’

ine your own physical system, and if you
can show, by demonstration, that a new sense
or a new disposition of your present organs
of sense, would render your physical enjoy-
ments more varied and exquisite, then the ab-
sence of that provision shall be admitted as
evidence to establish the charge. you “have
preferred agaigst your Maker. ~But you
shall not be confined to testimony so difficult
of acquisition.  1f you can show that a sin-
gle grain of swheat sown by man, ever brought
forth a thistle or a thorn, then I will give up
the argument. To be sure thej quantity of
grain sufficient to satisfy the ‘labourer for a
single meal, contains alcohol enough to make
him beastly drunk; but if ever a lgbourer
was infoxicated by that grain when made in-
to bread, then 1 will own that God has di-~
rectly and unconditionally cursed the carth.
But he said that it should bring forth thorns
and thistles to man. Glorious truth! In
that declaration were embraced the high re-
ward of industry and the Cain-mark curse
of indolence. It abno nced a provision
of infinite grace and wisdom, to make the
pleasures of sense and life the reward of ac-
tivity and labour. Thorns and thistles have-
ever grown in rank profusion, but always
upon the grave of Iabour, never, never be-
ncath her feet. They have been, and ever
will be, thespontancous harvest of indolence,
the evidence of inaction and the absence of
labour.  Two centuries ago, they spread in
bristling ranks and tangled thickets over the
whole wide wildernessof America; and now
this world of Eden fenility is a perennijal
trophy of labour, which has made, or will
make, that wilderness blossom as the vose.—~
"T'is true, thorns and thistles have not been
confined to the sombre solitudes of barbarism H
they have grown rankest over all the blood-
scethed fields of battle.  They are the only
crop which any soil cnriched by human
blood will yield. Theyspring up where the
soldier treads, and thrive beneath the sword
and bayounet; but they wither at the labour-
er’s breath, and die benecath the mattock and
the spade.  On every scene of desolation by
human violence, they have raised their rough
crests to testify that man has cursed the
ground as well as himself.  Select the
choicest gardeus of Europe that have been
reduced to haggand sterility, and hold an in-
quest over the incumbent curse.” See ifit is
because the heavens aver that . onece favored
region have beecome brass, “and withheld . the
light, heat, rain and .dew, that “thorns. sind
briars have supplanted the rosc. . See if you
can trace back this curse, or any othier tiat
rests upon humanity, to any: other source
than the heart of man. *“Whence come
wars and fglitings 7" was a question asked
and answered eighteen hundred years ago.
If that inspired answer is not smislhclo?y

whence come they ? let us ask nuain—Arc;
they the constitutienal instiucts 3{' human
nature, and rendered inevitable by the phy-
sical laws of humanity? " Were the hostile
hosts that met at Marathon and Waterloo
drawn into deadly collision by gravitation ?
Were the fourteen millions of human"beings
that have perished in war, jostled inlo that
bloody fate by the revolutions of the globe ?
No! the carth that drank their blood, appeals
to God that man has cursed every thing he
touched ; cursed the land and sea eubrscd
the iron, " gold and silver; cursed his own
labour, and all the productions of ‘the goj] 5
cursed his own heart, his affections and ap.
petites. - e was made upright, but he has
found out many -inventions indeed: Sin

misery, slavery, war, want, and indolence,'
arc all his inventions; and they have cosy
him labour t00. 'Watch him whilcihvc’ming'a
new corse. See how much ingenuity he dis-
plays in conver‘ling some nutritions prodiic-
tions into @ liquid poison for himself wnd hig
neighbor? For years he has been schemiy

to gratify the new passions that he has kindjed
in his bosom.. His plans have come to an
issue ; -and now his bark -is crossing: o' the
African shioré, Jaden' with articlés that il
pander to the appetites of the slave-lrﬁpperg
of that unhappy continent. ” He plies “the
sable aborigines with intoxicating liquors, tiil
their dark-natures burn with passions: foreign
to the. brutes. . -He exchanges the dead]

drug and varied instruments of death for tho
bone of their bone, and flesh of their flogh,—
He fills his empty manacles with human
limbs and souls. ~ Sé& hini lead out {hat
birokén-heartéd band to'the cang-field’ of St
Domingo. . 'What a wild, vacant-I6ok of de-
spair is fixed in’ their tedrless  eyes,:as the

bow to their :bondage 1. Watch their strokes

while the iron is corroding in. their hearts;—~ ~

No hope of reward sirings a nerve ;. the blis-
tering drops that fall from their sable cheeks,

1. Pkl
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are like drops of blood; they earn’no bread; -

they purchase 0o prospeet of :

dériplion—

See how that proud “man’ has ‘curded labor... -

—B. Burritt, -+
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