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“ THAT THE SOUL BE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, IT I8 NOT GooD."—Prov. xix. 2.
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LOCALITIES IN PALESTINE.
NO. V.

THE SEA OF GALILEE WITH THE SURROUNDING SCENERY.

Ir some have represented the scenery around the sea or lake of Galilee as
tame and void of beauty, all have readily and devoutly acknowledged the
hallowed associations with which it is invested. It was on the shores of this
lake that the adorable Saviour had his home, or more permanent abode,
during the period of his public ministry. It was from Capernaum, “his own
eity,” that the lines of his various circnits proceed, and it is to the same spot
where all, except the last, eventually return, Tt was in this region chiefly
where the Saviour chose his disciples to the work of the ministry and to the
exalted office of the apostleship,—men so visibly identified with the charac-
ter of this sequestered spot, that they were known by their speech as rustic
Galileans, and by their vocation as untutored fishermen, though their high
fame has long sinee filled the world. It was here where the Saviour's true
character, which had slumbered so long at Nazareth, began clearly to unfold
itself, and where so many of his mighty works were donc. It was here
where the people from all quarters, far and near, attracted by the fume of
his mirvacles and the lustre of his name, gathered arvound him in far greater
numbers than in any other place. Often was the Saviour borne on the bo-
som of that peaceful and beautiful lake to address the teeming multitudes on
its shores, and to convey to them the words of eternal life,—~sometimes seat-
ed in a ship while the people stood on the shore, at other times wafted from
shore to shore, to relieve the afflicted and to proclaim the glad tidings of sal?™
vation to all around.

The great distinguishing pecnliavity of this lake is its immensely deep de-
pression.  Its surface lies three hundred and twenty-nine feet below the le-
vel-of the Mediterrancan sea. . This fact has never been sufficiently noticed
by travellers. This singular basid is surrounded on all sides by 2 high moun-
tain wall, or rather what appeatsto be a mountain when viewed from the
Inke below, but what in reality is.only a break down in the uniform surface
& of the table land by the extraordinary depression of the lake. On the south-
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ern part of the lake and along the whole eastern coast the height of this
mountain-wall is not less than eight or nine hundred feet, generally rounded
off towards the summit and not very precipitous: But on thegvest the sum-
mit of the cliffs is fully one thousand feet above the surface of the lake.—
The ground rises with a very gentle clevation from the Great Plain, but
when the traveller arrives within two miles of the lake he finds the ground
breaking down more than one hundred feet, indicating its near approach,
and inducing a belief that he will find its waters, like most other lakes, near
the surface of the ground. But, to his great surprise, when he reaches the
brow of the cliff and obtains a full view of the object of his eager desire, he
sees it lying a thousand feet below him, like a great vault; and, instead of
his journey being ended, he finds in that long and rugged descent—as much
as a mile and a half—the most difficult, tedious and irksome part of his
course.

Along the north-west shore of the lake the cliffs recede, or fall back in a
triangular form to a considerable distance, and leave on the shore a large
fertile plain of rich black lohm. This plain is the celebrated “land of Gen-
nesaret,” so often traversed by the feet of the Saviour, the grand centre of
his public ministrations, and the quarter where most of the lake-cities stood.
This plain is highly extolled by Josephus, and represented as almost a para-
dise in point of beanty and fertility. It is three and a half miles long and
two broad at the widest part ; and it is the only tract of level land of any ac-
count on the shores of the Jake. Tor a considerable distance along the lake,
on the north side of Tiberius, the cliff comes quite down to the shore, and
the road, cut out of the rock, passes along its steep side at sore distance
above the water. Beyond this, for a distance of nearly five miles, that i,
along the shore of Gennesaret, there is a beautiful shelving beach. It was
here where most of the business was carried on. Beyond this the elevated
ground and high cliffs again approach the lake; and, although there isakind
of a road running along the shore, all the way to the waters of the Upper
Jordan, yet it is very rough and difficult, being chiefly hewn out of the rock.

Of all the towns which formerly stood on the shores of this lake Tiberius
is the only one that now remains. Their very names bave perished from
the knowledge of the present inhabitants, and scarcely the slightest trace re-
mains to indicate the spot on which they stood. Tiberius at present is buta
little, dirty place, awfully wasted by the desolating effects of earthquakes.—
About a mile farther west along shore is a bathing establishment, on a re-
spectable footing, v-here there are hot springs sending forth copious streams
of water at a high temperature, much more than the hand can bear. El-
Mejdel, “ a miserable, little Muslim village, looking muchlike a ruin, though

R

exhibiting no marks of antiquity,” is allowed to be the site of Magdala, chiefly '

known as the native town of Mary Magdalene. It stands on the shore of the
lake, four miles north from Tiberivs, and at the south-west angle of Genne- i
saret. At the other extremity of the plain it is now generally believed that '
-Capernaum stood. Dr Robinson was the first, after patient research and -
careful observation, that pointed out this as the most probable site of Caper- :
naum, and subsequent travellers have generally assented to his opinion. It!
is true Van Develde continues to give the preference to Tell-Hum, a place | |
about three miles farther along shore, and upon the high ground among the |°
rocks. But the Dutchman’s opinion is of no weight here, fu. he visited nei-}
ther of the places. The ruins of Tell-Hum are indeed very remarkable;
but they are far too recent and far too distant from the land of Gennesare: .
to justify the supposition that it was the side of Capernaum. :
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It is impossible’to sscertain the site of Bethsaida of Galilee, the city of
Andrew and Peter and Philip, much less of Chorazin ; although it is reason-
able to suppose that they were both situated on the shore of the lake, in the
land of Genncsaret. They were fishing towns, and that precise part of the
shore was the most accessible ard the most convenient for that employment.
“The word Bethsaida—of Syriac origin—signifies the house or home of the
fisherman, and the two component parts of the word are invariably written
separately in the Syriac Testament. A recent writer, who is wont to surprise
aus with the lofty creations of his genius, called it « the robbers’ den.”

There were some places occasionally visited by our Lord on the eastern
side of the lake, where the cities were few and far between, and the face of
the country lying in a wilderness condition ; that is, uncultivated. There
was one city of some celebrity on the extreme south, and another on the ex-
¢reme north. The former was Gadara, a city of Decapolis, and lying about
five miles south-east from. the lake. It was in this secluded place where out
Lord met with the poor mania¢, who dwelt in solitude, shunning the abodes
of living men, and whom he mercifully delivered from his dire affliction.—
This was one of the most terrible instances of demoniacal possessions of
which the Scriptures give any record. The man was frantic and desperate,
and withal endowed with supernatural strength, for a whole legion of devils
had taken possession of him. No sooner were the evil spirits expelled, by
the divine power which our Lord exercised over the dominion of Satan, than
they rushed, by his permission, into a herd of swine feeding in the place;
and the mighty power which the Devil had been permitted to obtain over
poor human nature was immediately and strikingly displayed: the swine, to
the number of two thousand, ran violently down over the steep eastern cliff
of the sea, several hundred feet high, and perished in the flood beneath.—
The poor man was instantly restored to the right exercise of all his powers,

and filled with adoring gratitude to his illustrious benefactor : ¢ he was found
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind.”

Matthew has Gergesenes. Manuscript authority is greatly scattered.—
“Tischendorf and others expunge Gergesenes and write Gadarenes. There
is no need.  Both cities lay in the same direction, though Gergesa was more
remote.

The other city on the east side of the lake occasionally visited by our Lord
was Bethsaida Julias, so called to distinguish it from the other city of the
same name in Galilee. Jesus was frequently here. It was here where he
opened a blind man’s eyes, as recorded by Mark. This miracle was wrought,
like many others, most unostentatiously, but with all the Saviour’s kindness
and compassion for the afilicted. He took the blind man by the hand, led
him out of the town, cured bis blindness, and strictly charged him to go to
his own house and not to publish it in the town.

It was near this city where Jesus fed the 5,000 with five loaves and two
fishes. With the compassionate design of affording his wearied disciples
some repose he proposed to withdraw from the incessant throng in the land
of Gennesaret, and to retire by ship across the north end of the lake, to the
remote and secluded region lying in the vicinity of Bethsaida Julias. But
the peeple perceived the movement, and from their strong attachment to the
Saviour and their eager desire to hear his discourses they followed him on

. footFlong shore, and joined the little band on the east side of the lake. It

is the mors'necessary to define with precision the scene of this remarkable
mniracle, because it has been assigned to different places. A writer, above
aliuded to, supposes that it took place at Bethsaida of Galilee, and supports
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his theory by gratuitously assuming that the Saviour and his disciples started
in a ship from Tiberius, and that they sailed across an imaginary bay of the
Inke to Bethsaida of Galilee, while the people went by land on foot between
these two cities. Thus he earries the Saviour and the people to the land of
Gennesaret, from which it was his desire for a time to escape, and where
there was no desert plare, but, on the contrary, a region unexampled for for-
tility. The article in which this theory was first exhibited to the world ul-
timately appeared in Kitto’s Journal of Sacred Literature, and there it re-
ceived its quietus, while the temerity of the author was justly and severely
rebuked.

The other miracle of this kind, where 4,000 were fed, took place also on
the east side of the Jake, in Decapolis. In more populous places such mira-
cles were uncalled for. Our Lord never wrought an unnecesssry miracle.

- It was on returning to the land of Gennesaret, after the 5,000 were mira-
culously fed, that Jesus walked on the sea. John says that the ¢ disciples
went down unto the sea and entered into a ship, and went over the sea to-
ward Capernaum” (chap. vi. 17). Mark says that “ Jesus constrained his
disciples to get into the ship and go before him to Bethsaida” (chap. vi. 45).
And both Matthew and Mark say, in getting over, they “ came into the land
of Gennesaret.” Now, when Jesus had thus despatched his disciples, he re-
mained alone some time to pray, and then followed them, walking on the
deep. 'The disciples were seized with tervor when they saw him, and cried
out for fear, supposing him to be an apparition ; but the friencly voice of Je-
sus instantly calmed their fears: “ He said unto them, it is I, be not afraid.”
In the characteristic rashness of Peter, in coming down from the unstable
waters, we have a fine representation of the way in which good men some-
times put themselves in jeopardy, and in which the Saviour, by stretehing
out the arm of his power to help them, strengthens weak and feeble faith,
and affords scasonable and effectual support to the fainting believer.  «“ When
Peter saw the wind boisterous he was afraid, and, beginning to sink, he cried,
Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand and caught
him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt”
(Matt. xiv. 30).

The boundless fame of Jesus drew to the land of Gennesaret a vast multi-
tude from all Galilee, and from more distant regions. e frequently had to
address the people out doors; no house could contain the multitudes that
gathered around him in that quarter. Ile seems to have been in danger
sometimes of being crowded by the press into the sea. It was on such occa-
sions he was in the practice of going into a ship, and, pushing off a little way
into the lake, addressing the people standing vn the shore : Matt. xiii. 2, Mar.
iii. 9, and iv. 1, Luke viii. 4. It was on one of these occasions that the beau-
tiful parable of the sower was delivered, recorded by all the first three evan-
gelists. And on another occasion he procured a ship belonging to Simon
Teter and, “ taught the people out of the ship” (Luke v.3).  For this favour
lie rewarded Simon, immediately after, with the miraculous draught of fishes.
« Launch out into the deep,” he said, “and let down your net for a draught.”
Simon naturally supposed it would be in vain. “Master,” he said, “we have
toiled all night and have taken nothing, nevertheless at thy word I will let
down the net.” This is a fine represcutation of true faith. It is in thi. way
the believer confides in the Saviour’s word.  Simon obeyed, and inclosed 11t
the pet a great multitude of fishes, which filled both ships! This miracle
produccd an overpowering conviction in their minds that Jesus was the Mes-
gial.  “ They drew their ship to land, forsook all and followed him.”

/
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It was at Magdala where our Lord, in answer to the annoying and hypo-
critical questions of the Pharisees, repeated his famous prediction respecting
the sign of the prophet Jonas. But Capernaum was the grand scene of his
labours in that quarter. It was in the synagogue of Capernaum, or around
that highly favoured city, where the heart of many weary and heavy ladened
sinners was refreshed with the words of life and gladdened with the joys of
God’s salvation. 'The poor invalid, borne down with sore bodily afllictions,
came to meet the Great Physician, and none ever came in vain. “The
blind received their sight, the lJame were made to walk, the lepers were
cleansed, the deaf were made to hear, the dead were raised up, and the poor
had the gospel preached unto them.”

That was a happy time for these highly favoured cities; and no doubt
there was abundant spiritual fruit resulting from the Saviour’s protracted la-
bours among them. The great body of his spiritual followers was in Gali-
lee : hence his appearing among them there, to the number of five hundred,
after his resurrection. But what were all these to the many thousands whose
bodies he miraculously fed in the desert, or whose spivits he stirred with his
precious and awakening words? How strictly verified the prediction, “who
hath believed our report and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed 7’—
Accordingly, just before our Lord took his final leave of those celebrated ci-
ties, but a little before he climbed the western cliff and on its lofty summit
took his last look of them, and just six months before his decease at Jernsa-
lem, he uttered the following solemn appeal : * Woe unto thee Chorazin!
woe unto thee Bethsaida? for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre
and Sidon, which bave been done in you, they had a great while ago re-
pented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it shall be more tolerable for
Tyre and Sidon at the judgment thar for you.” Then turning to Capernaum
he said: *“And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven, shalt be thrust
down to hell " (Luke x. 13.)

UNION OF PRESBYTERIANS IN NOVA SCOTIA.
NO. IL

FORMATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHCRCH OF NOVA SCOTIA.

IN our last article we gave a sketeh of the origin of the first Presbyterian
settlers in this Province—their early ecclesiastical relations—and their first
aftempts at union. We have seen that, when the Presbyterian ministers
in this Province were few and widely sepavated, divisions unfortunately arose
among them, which greatly hindered the progress of their common cause.—
“ Compared with our divisions,” says the Rev Hugh Graham, © that between
Paul and Barnabas was a harmless one ; yea, I may say, a blessed one, for
it tended to the furtherance of the gospel, and it was but temporary ; whereas
ours tend to the hindrance of the gospel, and threaten to be perpetual. O,
to love and live together as brethren! NMay grace and peace be multiplied
to the Churches, so that they may become many in number and one in faith
and love

The circumstances in which these ministers were placed—the fewness of
their number—the felt need of counsel and co-operation—their distance from
the exciting causes of division in Scotland and other causes—tended to draw
them more closely together; and, though they did not for a length of ‘time
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unite, nor even commune, in consequence of the strict views held on the sub-
Jject of communion, yet they lived for many years on the most friendly terms,
and co-operated in measures of common interest. At length negotiations
were entered into with the view to union, and all the preliminaries were ar-
ranged for that purpose in the year 1815, when the arrival of two brethren
from Scotland, with their minds still heated by the controversies there, frus-
trated for the time the whole scheme. "We cannot help remarking here, how
every attempt at union has been defeated by the arrival of brethren from
Scotland. This, as we have secn, was the ease in 1786 and 1815, and, if
we mistake not, on a more recent occasion. In the year 1848 the Commit-
tees on Union between. our Church and the Free Church had agreed upon
every question pending between us, except the name of the united body, but
in the following year the Free Church Synod abruptly broke off all negotia~
tions, and, it is generally believed, from the same cause that defeated previ-
ous attempts at union,

The failure in 1815 discouraged for the moment the friends of union ; but
negotiations were soon resumed. We have no account of the preliminary
negotiations, but we have been informed by Dr Keir that their success was
principally owing to the zcal, as well as chvistian meekness, of Dr McGre-
gor and the Rev Hugh Graham, both men of singularly apostolic charvacter.
The scruples of the brethren referred to were at length removed, and & union
was formed in 1817, embracing all the Presbyterian clergy of the Province,
with but one exception. In the absence of any account of the preliminary
negotiations, we shall give extracts from ducuments published shortly after,
descriptive of the circumstances in which the union was formed, and the ba-
sig upon which it was constituted. The following is from the Memorial of
the Committee of Missions of our Synod to the Glasgow Colonial Society :—

« For a considerable periad the poverty which unavoidably attends the settle-
ment of a new country, prevented the Presbyterian population from obtaining the
ordinances of religion. At last, however, their urgent applications to Scottand in-
duced a few clergymen to visit them; and subsequently accidental circumstances
increased their number.  Of these some had previously belonged to the Church of
Scotland, and others to different branches of the Secession. But though they were
men of evangelical sentiments, and zealously engaged in the same work, they were
not altogether divested of the spirit of party ; and on this accouut they remained
long without connexion and co-operation. At the same time it ought to be stated
that none of them in their public ministrations, attempted to introduce into the co-
lonies those religious distinctions which exist in Scotland ; and accordingly, though
without communion themselves, they sanctioned and cherished it among the people
under their inspection. Those who occasionally removed from one cengregation
to another were uniformly received into the Church without reference or allusion
to any section of Presbyterians in Scotland. In course of time, however, various
causes operated to proaduce a more catholic spirit; and from a general conviction
both ministers and people, that connexion would contribute alike to the religion
of the Chureh, and to the diffusion of the gospel, a union was formed whick, with
one exception, included the whole Presbyterian clergy of the above mentioned provinces.
As the belief of all was the same, their union required no sacrifice of sentiment
aang without regard to religious parties in Scotland, it was founded upon the broad

- :Izaszs of evangelical doctrine and Presbyterian principles.”

“In the first report of the Glasgow Society for promoting the interests of

* religion and liberal education among the settlers in the North American Pro-

vinces the following is given :—

]t is now sixty yearssince the first Presbyterian minister appeared as a mis-
sionary in Nova Scotia. He was soon after, however, joined by others, and from
that period, at least thirty have been sent from this country or have gone out of
their own accord. A few of these belonged to the Church of Scotland, but the
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greater proportion by far were from the two bodies of the Secession Church now
united. The privations to which the early laborers in this field were siubjected—
the complicated and formidable difficulties with which they had long to struggle—
the faith and patience, the self-denial, intrepidity and ardent benevolence, whick
under the supporting sfluence of divine grace sustained their spirits, and inspired
their labours in that remote wilderness, are greatly unknown in this country; but
they are well known to many still surviving in Nova Scotia, and have earned for
them the gratitude not of these settlers only, but of their fricnds in this country by
whom they were missioned. By the exertions of these devoted men, congregations
were gradually formed on the Presbyterian model ; Presbyteries were established ;
and at length in the year 1817, after much prayer and consultation, a measnre was
adopted, which their circumstances strongly dictated, and which we trust will prove
a lasting KHussing to the colony ; we refer to the union of the three Presbyterian de-
nominativas in Nova Scotia. The local causes of separation betwixt the two bodies
of the Secession in this country, which has of late been so happily removed, never
existed there ;—no Presbyterian Church was established by law in the Colonies;
there were no patrons invested by property or civil office with the right of present-
ing ministers to vacant churches ; there were no known differences of sentiment
among the ministers or the membersof the Shurches in regard to evangelical truth ;
in a word none of the causes of the Secession, which exist in this country were
found there. The whole Presbyterian body, therefore agreeing in doctrine, worship;
government and discipline, coalesced into one church; with the single exception of
one Preshyterian minister and congregation, the terms of the constitution of that con-
gregation forbidding its union with any other body of christians whatever. Its pastor,
however, expressed and retained good will to the united Presbyterian Church, and
continued in habits of ehristian intercourse and friendship with many of its minis-
ters and members.”

We have given these extracts at length, though they partially repeat the
same facts, as they clearly exhibit the principles on which our Synod was
originally founded. And we would now direct attention more particularly
to a few points connected with its formation. In the first place, to the com-
position of it. Tt was doubtlese composed principalty of the Presbyteries of
Truro and Pictou, or in other words, the Burghers and Antiburghers, but it
was also composed in part of ministers of the Church of Scotland. Of the
nineteen ministers belonging to the Synod, three were originally from that
body. These were the Rev James Munroe, of Antigonish, who was the fa-
ther of the Synod at its formation, the Rev John Cassilis, of Windsor, and
the Rev William Forsyth, of Cornwallis.* Doubtless the majority of its
members were from the Secession, but, if there were few ministers from the
Chureh of Scotland belonging to it, it arose from the simple fact that there
were so few of them in the Province. The union embraced all the Presby-
terian ministers and congregations of the Lower Provincss but one. This
was the Rev Dr Gray, of St Matthew’s Church, who ‘aised no difficulty
about the basis of union, but who was prevented from uniting with the Sy-
nod in consequence, as is said, “of the constitution of that congregation for-
bidding its union with any body of christinns whatever.” The particulars
are not given in any document in our possession, but, from a source which
we believe can be relied on, we have received the following statement of the
facts of this case. St Matthew’s Churchf was originally erected at the in-
stance of Congregationalists from New England. But the Congregationalists
were very weak and without a pastor. There was a Presbyterian congre-

* Mr Cassilis, we believe. was ordained in this country, and Mr Forsyth in thé Uni-
ted States; but both were originally from the Church of Scotland, and it was still the
Chureh of their affections.

t We are also informed that its original name was Mather Charch, after the cele-
brated Increase & Cotton Mather, )
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gation at the time in Halifax in similar circumstances. They agreed to unite
and take aminister that they might get to suit them from either body; on the
understanding that he should be conneeted with no ecclesiastical body, but
be simply their minister. The constitution of the congregation being thus
an independent one, its ministers were precluded from uniting with the Sy-
nod. Tor the same reason the congregation, though having a Church of
Scotland minister, retained that position ever after. A Synod in connexion
with the Church of Scotland was formed in this Province in the year 1833.
It was not till the year 1841 that it united with it. Though thus precluded
from union with our Synod, the early ministers maintained the most friendly
feelings with the members of the united body.

“You do not, I hope,” says Dr McCulloch in his letters to Dr Durns, “account
it a discredit to the Provincial Church that its ministers wished to harmonize and
unite Presbyterians within the bounds of their operations. They did most earnestly
wish it and they wished not in vain ; for when their union was formed, the con-
gregation of St. Matthew’s alone remained unconnected with them. But though
circumstances might induce its munisters, the Rev Dr Gray and the Rev Robert
Xnox, tostand by themselves, it hever occurred to them to thwart the measures of
tbeir brethren and impede their success. Theyknew the importance of cordiality ;
and their enlightened liberality accorded with the high station which they occu-
pied. Both have now ceased from their labors; and it is due to their memory to
state, that with the clergy of the Provincial Church,* they cultivated the habit of
friendship; and wherever the general interests of Presbyterians were concerned,
at no time withheld their cordial co-operation.”

We would next advert to the principles upon which the union was formed.
This will best be seen by reference to the Basis of Union. It contains three
articles, as follow :—

I. The following formulary shall be put to, and satisfactorily answered by,
all who are ordained to the office of the ministry in the United Church—
[We omit those questions which are common in all Presbyterian Churches
in order to give those which are any way peculiar.]

2. Do you believe that the whole doctrine contained in the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith and Catechisws, as received by this Church, isa Scriptural exhibition
of divine truth; and do you engage, according to your station, to profess and main-
tain it in the Church 2%

* In the discussions which arose shortly after the union our Church is commonly
known by this title. In some parts of the province we are known as “ Nova Scotia
Presbyterians.”” This is most descriptive of onr position.

1 (1) This Church receives the whole doctrine contnined in the Westminster Con-
fession of Faith and Catechisms, except that part of it which respects the magis'rate’s
power in mastters of religion. They pive no decision as to the doctrine taught inthese
words {Coniussion. chap. xxiii. sec. 3): *“ Yet he hath authority and it is his duty to
take order that unity and pesce be preserved in the Church—that the truth of God be
kept pure and entire—that a1l blasphemies and hefesies be suppressed—all corruptions
and abuses in worship or discipline prevented or reformed, and all the ordinances of
God duly sertled. administered and observed ; for the better effecting whercof he hath
power to call Synods, to be present at them”  And they deny the doctrine 1aught in
‘these words, 2bidem, * And to provide that whatsoever is transacted be according to the
mind of God.” And they hold that Church rulers have aurhority. ex efficio. to meet for
government and discipline whensoever the circumstances of the Church require it, any
thing in the Confession, chap. xxxi. sec. 2, notwiths:anding.

It is no new thing for Presbyterian Churches 1o receive the doctrines of the West-
minster Assembly of Divines with certain explanations and restrictions. ¥ide act of
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland approving the Conjession of Faith usually

prefized to the Confession.

{2) This Charch holds that the substance of Presbyterial government consists in the
equality of Church ralers aud subordination of Church Courts.




. .

1857. Union of Presdyterians in Nova Scotia. 249

8. Do yo» believe that the Presbyterial form of government, as maintained .in
this Church, is agreeable to the Word of God ; and do you promise to maintain it
doctrinally, and practically to adhere to its discipline, both as a member of the
Church and as a minister of Christ.

II. Public covenanting with God is explicitly recognized as a Scriptural
means for the renovation and advancement of christian purity, not to be ne-
glected when edification requires it.

III. The observance of public fasts, appointed by civil authority, shall be
left a.matter of forbearance.

The first point to which we would direct attention here is the fact that,
though the majority of the ministers of the united body were originally from
the Secession, yet the basis does not require assent to a single one of the
grounds on which the Secession based their separation from the Established
Church ; and indeed contains no reference whatever to the questions which
separated them in the Mother country. No opinion was asked from any mi-
nister or member as to the right or wrong of the course pursued by their fa-
thers and brethren in Scotland in seceding. It will thus be seen that it was
not a Secession Church that they were endeavouring to found, but a Presby-
terian one—that, while each might retain his views and feelings regarding
the points of difference in Scotland, nor:¢ desired to impose upon their breth-
ren the peculiarities of their respective bodies—but that their determination
was to unite on the basis of their common Presbyterianism. These circum-
stances will explain how our Church has the name of the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia. :

Tt will be farther observed that the union is based upon the plan of making
the points of difference matters of mutual forbearance. It was acknowledged
that such differences existed in regard to the power of the civil magistrate in
religion. These differences were not overlooked, they were freely and fully
discassed, but, “after much consultation and prayer,” it was believed that
these differences were not such as to hinder their union, more particularly
as in this country they neither had, nor were likely to have, any practical
importance. It may be objected that one clause of section 8 of the 23rd
chapter of the Westminster Confession of Faith is denied. TUpon this we
would say to our Free Church brethren, that this was adopted in their zeal
against Erastianism, of the opposition to which they seem disposed to claim
a monopoly. But we may add that this formed no objection to the basis in
the minds of those ministers of the Church of Scotland who joined the Synod.

But an important point to which we wish to advert here is, that this basis
was approved by some of the best men in the Church of Scotland in the Mo-
ther country who were consulted on the subject. It is true that the matter
was not brought before any of the Church Courts of the Establishment—
But there were good reasons for this. That body had taken no interest in
the spiritual welfare of the colony. When the settlers of Nova Scotia were
few and feeble applications were made to her Church Courts to send outmi-
nisters, but these applications were always without success, and the few mi-

nisters of the Church of Seotland who arrived in the Province came without
the concurrence of any Court of that body. Under these circumstances it is
not wonderful that they did not feel called on to consult any of these Courts.
Besides, most of the ministers of the united body, being ministers of the Se-
cesssion, were excluded from all communion with the Church of Scotland:—
But a stronger reason still remains. It is well known that Moderatism at
that time ruled in the Church of Scotland, and, while the ministers of our
Church could with freedom hold intercourse with members of the Evangeli-
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cal party, they could not in conscience hold any intercourse with the ruling
party. And we think that our Free Church brethren at least ought to give
them credit for so doing.

But there were many men in the Church of Scotland with whom they
would have counted it a privilege to hold intercourse. About the time of
the union Dr McGregor was in friendly correspondence with some of the
most eminent ministers in the Novth of Scotland, particularly such men as
Dr MeDonald of Ferintosh, A. McIntosh of Tain, John Kennedy of Killea-
man, and Mr Stewart of Dingwall. We need scarcely remark that these
men were the bulwarks of Evangelical truth in the North of Scotland, and
the leaders in that part of Scotland of that party which finally became the
Free Church. Dr MeGregor being in correspondence with these men, the
Church here directed him to apply to them to endeavour to obtain ministers
from the Establishment to come to this Province to unite with our Church.
‘We shall refer to this correspondence again, but advert to it now for the pur-
pose of giving a quotation, showing the light in which such men held our ba-
sis of union. In the course of correspondence Dr MeG. had laid before them
in full the basis of union and the plans of the Church here. In a letter in

. reply Mr McIntosh says :—

. “ The details relative to the state of religion and irreligion in your part of the
world are troly affecting.  You have much need of daily supplies of spiritual wis-
dom and understanding, and I doubt not but your God in covenant gives you grace
corresponding to your need. Opposition in the path of duty you may expect to
meet with, but you will overcome through him that loveth you. #* * * Tt re-
joiced my heart to learn that you have some worthy brethren in that country who
unite with you in forwarding the best of causes. Their counsel and co-operation
will refresh and invigorate your soul. O may you all be of one heart and one way !
You have many adversaries; but that will be expected by all who know the his-
tory of the Church of God in past ages. I have had some very intemperale letters
Jrom men who do not approve of your plans and principles. You may believe that 1
made no reply to such communications. The writers do not seem to be candid and
open to conviction—and I had not leisure, healih or inclination to engage in con-
troversy. Your statement of facts has fully satisfied my mind respecting the real
cause of all the opposition which you and your serious friends have met with. I
am grieved to learn that your plan of union has failed.* _dccounts of the dispules
among you subsequent (o the date of your letter were truly vexatious to me. I ad-
mired the catholic and ckristian spirit displayed in the attempt to unite Evangelical
minislers.and serious christians, of different denominations, without making any cacri-
Jice of principle. The plan promised to be productive of the happiest effcts ; and 1
hope it will be adopted at some future period.t There is only one thing in your
formulary that X do not relish, though a Presbyterian ex animo. Instead of saying
that the Presbytenan form of Church government is ¢the only form,” I would ra-
ther say that this form ¢is founded on the Word of God and agrecable thereto’—
Such an expression I think would suit your views, and be much more agreeable to
preachers from this country, and to some in your own part of the world.”

Every reader will observe the Catholic and Christiun spirit which this
letter bears throughout. But we point attention to the fact that Mr M., (and
in this he expresses the mind of his brethren to whom we have alluded) en-
tirely and cordially apjproved of the basis of union, with the exception of one
expression which by reference to the formula already qyoted it will be seen
was accordingly modified to suit his views. It will also be seen that he
strongly disapproved of the proceedings of that party which had already begun
their efforts to produce division within the sphere of Dr McGregor's labors,

% This ailudes to the failure in 1515, already referred to. ’
{ Before this letter was written the union had actually taken place.
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and who at length succecded in pivduciag that schism by which a separate
body in this province in connection witk the Church of Scotland, originated.

‘We have to add that these ministers entered cordially into the viéws of
Dr MeGregor and his associates to obtain ministers from the Church of
Scotland to unite with our Church, and used their best exertions for that
purpose. DMMore than once they had their attention directed to individuals pre-
paving for the ministry whom they thought suitable, but before they were
ready to be sent out, circumstances occurred either to prevent their coming
or to prevent those ministers from recommending them. And at length they
were reluctantly obliged to acknowledge themselves unable to meet the wishes
of their brethren in this country. This will be seen by an extract from the
same letter of Mr McIntosh from which we have already quoted :—

“But it i3 time for me to tell you that Mr Stewart and I have not succeeded in
obtaining a preacher whom we could recommend to yon. Far from being indiffer-
ent to the great objects of your letters, or insensible of our own obligations to
do everything in our power for accomplishing that object, we bad serious consulta-
tions among ourselves, and with several of our brethren—and wrote to the South.
of Scotland enquiring if a person possessed of the qualifications you described could
be found, who would accept of your offer—but I am sorry to tell you that none has
oceurred as yet, that we could send to that part of the Lord’s vineyard. Those

that we would think best qualified would not leave theirsituations in this country. .

But I do not wish to expose the nakedness of the Jand. Mr Stewart and 1 have
advised with the most intelligent and zealous ministers in the Noxth of Scotland—
but did not hear of any that would suit your purpose, and was willing to go to
America. There isa Mr , a student of divinity who offered himself and ex~
pected to be licensed with a view of going to that country, but we declined to re-
commend him until we were better satisfied as to his standing and views of Church
Government. He is recommended to us as a serious young man possessed of Te-
spectable talents, and we hope that heisso; but we know that he has been reeling
some years ago, and we would think bim very ill-suited to your part of the coun-
try, unless %e be steel tothe back.” 1 sincerely hope that your intended Academy
may prosper.”

‘We may add that when the schismatical party referred to sent a man to
the North of Scotland to obtain a minister of the Established Church to form
& body 22 opposition to Dr McGregor and his associates, these ministers not
only refused to give any countenance to the miovement, but met it with all
the discouragement in their power.

Having thus shown that the basis of union on which our church was found-
ed was of that character, that it might be freely adopted by ministers of the
Church of Scotland as well as the Secession, we shall in the last place ad-
vert to the spirit of the united body, and the facts we shall adduce will we
think be sufficient to show that it was one of friendship to evangelical Pres-
‘byterian ministers, from whatever body they might come. It is not denied
that the majority of its ministers having been from the Secession Church,
had strong personal feelings of attachment toward that body. “We also
candidly acknowledge” say the Committee of Missions in the Memorial alrea-
dy quoted ¢ that though faithful ministers of all partiesin Scotland share our
esteem and affection, from feelings of gratitude our leanings of love are to
the Secession. The venerable father of our Church was a clergyman of the
Church of Scotland; but the greater part of us have proceeded from the
Secession, and our hearts still cling to those early friends with whom we
once went into the house of the Lord. Besides when no other Chureh ecared
for the “long desolations” of these Provinces, the Secession sympathized with
them and relieved them. The men.bers of that Church also have uniformly
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treated us with such christian kindness that did we cease to say: «If I for-
get thee O Jerusalem,” we would bear the foul stamp of ingratitude.”

Baut surely this feeling was natural and pardonable and they respected a
similar spirit of affection in. ministers of the Established Church toward their
parent Church. And they were ready to welcome such as fellow-laborers.
“To show you” said Dr McCulloch in his observations appended to the me-
morial already quoted, “ what feelings they (the ministers and members of
our Church) cherish for every section of Seottish Presbyterians. I may ob-
serve that they are at present maintaining asociety of which the following
is the primary rule :—The society shall be denominated the Domestic Mis-
sionary Society, for the diffusion of Evangelical doctrine and Presbyterian
principles in Nova Scotia and the adjacent countries ; and its design shallbe
to provide instruction for those who are destitute of the ordinances of religion,
to organize them and to assist them in obtaining ministers either from the
Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia or from any deromination of Presby-
tercans tn Scotland.” .

The general spirit too of their proceedure may be understood by the fol-
lowing extract from the same memorial :—

 We do not conceive you tr be actuated by the spirit-of party. Wetelieve that
attacliment to the gospel, and feeling for the spiritual necessities of Scotchmen, in-
duce you to provide for them the means of instruction. Theseare the feelings and
this the very work of the clergy of our Church. 7%ey ask not the inhabitants of
these Provinces to become Seceders, but to believe the gospel and be religious wen.
They are forming no party but a party for Christ; and did you know with what
privation and toils many are bearing forth the precious seed and sowirg it in the
wilderness you would not say, Ler their congregations be broken up. You would
cheer them with the preofs of your affection and sympathy.”

The same appears also in the correspondence of Dr MeGregor with mi-
nisters of the XEstablished Church in the North of Scotland, already referred
to for a different purpose. This continued several years. The most of the
letters have perished, but those familiar with them describe the whole corres-
pondence as having been of the most interesting and christian character.—
They freely unfolded their plans for advancing the common cause, they de-
seribed their trials and sympathized with each other under them ; but parti-
cularly xejoiced to tell of what God had done and was still doing in their re-
spective spheres.  In the course of correspondence they resolved to agree
upon an hour when both he and they should engage in prayer for the suc-
cess of the gospel.  Eight o’clock on Saturday evening was fixed on for the
purpose. 'Thé good men forgoet to make allowance for the difference of time.
But no matter. Could there have been a more delightful exhibition of the
spirit of union than this one proceeding, or a more impressive evidence of
the rewl union subsisting between the genuine followers of the Lamb, though
separated by broad oceans, or what seems far morve difficult to pass, the earth-.
built walls of sectarian separation. At that time Pictou was rapidly filling
up, principally with Highland immigrants. These after their arrival were
under the ministry of Dr McGregor and his associates, but the sphere of
their labors had become 50 extensive that additional ministerial labor was
found to be necessary, and as the new settlers generally preferred ministers
of the Church of Scotland it was resolved to make an effort to obtain such
for them. Beside more distant settlements requiring ministers, one was
needed between the sphere of 3r Ross’ labors on the West River and Dr
McGregor’s on the East. Accordingly a congregation was set off here, and,
thongh the old settlers and their descendanis preferred the Secession, yet as
the majority, embracing most of the back settlements, preferred the Church
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of Scotland, Dr McGregor was appointed to correspond with ministers of
the Established Church in the North of Scotland to secure if possible such
an individual for them. IIence the application referred to in Mr McIntosh’s
letter. The result appears in the same letter already quoted.

Even when the Colonial Society began to send out ministers of the Church
of Scotland ina position of antagonism to our Church our Committee of Mis-
sions in their memorial still say, “ Should you still judge missionaries from
you to be requisite we beg leave to assurc you that both cur brethren and e
will receive them with kindness, and as far as their labors, without interfering
with our congregations, arc subservient to the increase of religious knowledge
and godliness we will bid them God-speed.”

There arc some other facts to which we might advert in cennexion with
this subject, and we would also wish to make a few remarks on what we have
already adduced. But these must be reserved for another article.

LETTERS TO AN AFFLICTED FRIEND.
BY THE LATE REV. ROBERT DOUGLAS,
St. Peter's, Prince Edward’s Island.

NO. 1.

21st June, 1839.
My Dear M 3

It is now nearly twenty-three years since [ first saw you, and since that time we
bave seen many changes.  You were then a cheerful light-hearted girl,—a stranger
to care and disappointment. You no doubt, as other people are accustomed to do,
dreamed of long years to b2 spent in the enjoyment of every thing that can ren-
der lite happy. At an early period you were reminded that our dreams of worldly
felicity are seldom realized. YWhen but a girl, yon were deprived of a fond and
tender-hearted mother; and since vou became a wife and a mother, your path has
rot been without its thorns. But the truth 15, none of God’s people have ever
found this world a paradise, nor the path which led them to the better country
strewed with flowers.  Our Bible, the only storchouse of all true and solid consola-

. tion, tells us that *man that is born of a woman is of a few days and full of trou-

ble,” and that ¢ through much tribulation we must enter the kingdom.” We must
not look upon those who have the fewest trials, and the smaltest share of suffering
as the most happy persons. Theungodly can never be happy ; vet the ungodly
frequently prosper n the world. They increase in riches ; their undertakings sues
ceed ; and they are nat in trouble as other men ave; yet at the same time they are
fretful and discontented, and the merest trifle will render them miserable, We
count them happy that submit cheerfully-to the will of the almighty, who maintain
the post assigned them by that Being who chooses out the lot of our inheritance,
who with diligence and fidelity discharge their duty, and whose sole dependence is
on the living God. : .

It was but very lately that T heard that yon had been a long time labouring un-
der a wasting disease which will, in all probability, remove you out of this world.
You are buta young woman, and you have a young and helpless family who much
need a mother’s care.  There.are many things caleulated to attach you to lifes
and whas would be your feelings and your prospects were it not for the Bible, and.
the; prpioustnd glorious truths which it reveals?  One who knows nothing of the
coitents of that blessed book, on a death-bed might say, 1 must submit to the
cominon’lot. I sce that all die; but beyond death is all uncertainty.  What shall
become of me after death I know not.” The Bible does not tell us how we may
escape death, ¢ for it isappointed to men once to dic ;' butit tells us how death may
be deprived of all power to do usany injury, how it may prove great and eternal

- .k‘

=
},,,, o A g R R RN B A e

G s &



254 Letters to an Afflicted Friend. June.

gain. Jesus Christ the only begotton Son of G :d, became the Surety of cur peor
guilty family, and, to deliver us from the consequences of our own folly and wick-
edness, he took upon him our nature and died an atoning sacrifice on the cross.
*Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that thoush he wasrich, yet for'vour
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be made rich’ Yes,
M———, Jesus became man that you might be a daughter of God. Jesus shed his
precious hlood that your sins might be pardoned, and that your moral defilement
might be washed awi._. ¢ We have redemption through his blood. the forgiveness
of sin, according to the riches of his grace.” Ile wasin the grave, but did not lie
long there ; ¢ he rose again, and is become the first-fruits of them that slept.” He
returned to his Father, and sat down with his Father on his throne, after he had
finished the work which the Father had given him to do. Do not listen to the ene-
my of your soul, should be presume to whisper in your ear that the Redeemer, who
is now in glory surrounded by millions of holy beings, will not think of you a poor
feeble creature lying on a sick bed. It was to ransom such poor feeble creatures
as we are from sin and death and heil, that he came into our world in the formof a
servant. It is to plead for usthat he appears in the presence of God in the cha-
racter of our great High Priest.  And his all-prevalent intercession in behalfof his
people is, ¢ Father, T will that those whom thou hast given me be with me where I
am.” Christ Jesus cannot forget thuse whom he loved before the foundation of
the world, whom he ransomed with his own blood, and whom he bas called by his
grace. e cannot forget those who have accepted of him as he 1s freely offered in
the everlasting gospel, and who, though they have done many things that are dis-
pleasing in his sight, yet can appcal to him and say, ¢ Lord, thou knowest all things,
thou knowest that I love thee.

In all your afflictions your Saviour is afilicted. Can a woman forget her suck-
ing child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb ? she may
forget, yet will I not forget thee’ Youare a mother, and know something of a
mother's feclings; you know that there is not any thing that will cause you to for-
get your own children that you nursed at your breast and dandled on your knee,
and you cannot for a single moment suppose that the father of mercy iz more for-
getful of his children than you are of yours. Your trouble does not come by chance;
and if you should be cut off in the prime of life, it is not a chance stroke. Your
trouble comes by the appointment of your compassionate and tender-hearted Re-
deemer, and is neither heavier nor of longer continuance than is really for your
good ; and it is no evidence of his hatred, it is the manner in which he deals with
his people. * Whomn the Lord loveth he correcteth.” ¢ If ye be without chastise-
ment, whereof all are partakery, then are ye bastards and not sons.”  Your afflicti-
ons are designed and fitted to wean your affections from the world, to mort:fy the
old mar which is yet in your members, to prepare for you pure and exalted enjoy-
ment in & world into which nothing that is unclean can ever find admission, and
to reconcile your mind to part with those who are dear to you.

Amidst all your troubles and cares, place your confidence on the God of your
father, and he will not leave you nor forsake you. Cast your husband and your
little ones on that glorivus Being who has fed you and led you all your life long, ar 3
he will sustain them. David, the man after God’s own heart, tells us that foralo g
course of years he had been a careful observer of the operations of providence, an
the result of his observations was, that it went well with the offspring of pious pa-
rents: * I have been young,and now I am old, yet have I not seen the righteons
forsaken, nor his seed begging breal.’ Jehevah watches over, and provides fof, the
beasts of the field and the fowls of the air; and will he neglect the offspring oizthe
godly, the children of many prayers? Impossible! Fear not, M , your
children are of more value than many sparrows. Only believe, and you shall sce
the glory of God. Commit yourself to Jesus Christ, who bas condutgedsmillions
home to glory. He will be with you while you lie on asick bed, and he $illunake
all your bed 1n your sickness.  The light of his countenance will impart t¢' yotwgolid
joy. e will bring you to the brink of that deep river which divides the wil@gi
ness from the promised land ; but there he will not leave you. Ile will offer you
a safe passageto the Leavenly Canaan. You may say, ¢ Though I pass through the
valley and shadow of death I will fear none ill, for thou art with me; thy rod and
thy staif they comfort me; and you have the best reason to say 30 cven in the
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swellings of Jordon. The Redeemer’s own words_are—* Let not your heart -be
troubled, ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many
mansions ; if it were not so, ] would have told you. I go to preparea place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am ye may be also.” The Lord grant that you and I and all
our friends, may meet together at the right hand of the Judge.
Believe me, dear M. , that I am yours truly,
ROBERT DOUGLAS.

NO. IX

St Peter’s, P. E. Island. Sept. 80th, 1839, o
My Drar M ,

I promised myself the pleasure when I should go to Nova Scotia to Synod, of
visiting your aged and debilitated father, one of my oldest and most steady friends;
and I need not say that had I been able to accomplish my anticipated visit, I should
bave seen you frequently. When providentially prevented from extending my
Jjourneyings so far, it was gratifying to me to learn from your brother, that it af-
forded you some comfort in the day of your afliiction to hear from an old friend,
and that a second letter would be agreeable to you. Suchbeing the case, I con-
sider it a pleasure to endeavor to cheer up the spirits of an heavenward pilgrim.
who is approaching that country where none of the bitter fruits of sin shall everbe
tasted. Though seas and mountains intervene between us, I am privileged to tell
you by letter, that it is my earnest prayer that your afiliction may be productive ot
the peaceable fruits of righteousness, that it may be well with you in life and death,
and that it would afford me the highest gratification to be instrumental in convey-
ing to you any consolation. The comfort which absent friends derive from epistol-
ary correspondence, though often considerable, is only a small rill flowing from the
fountain of mercy. Gf what real service could our letters be to each other injthe
season of trouble, had not Jehovah, our heavenly Father, written to us the great
things of his law? What solid and lasting satisfaction could we derive when ap-

roaching the confines of the eternal world, from the most kind and affectionate
etters, which the most tender-hearted and loving friends could write, had not Je-
sus, the friend of sinners, abolished death, and brought life and immorality to light
by the gospel ?

Time was, my dear M , when you set as high a value upon the comforts
and enjoyments of life as any of your neighbours, and thuse things are as valuable
now as ever they were, nor are they to be despised for they are God’s good things
tous but you now know and. feel that they are not such ascan satisfy the desires
_of the immortal spirit, or impart consolation in the near prospect of death. You
know that without a better portion, you would be a poor hopeless and forlorn crea-
ture. You have many kind and tender-bearted friends who would readily de for
you all that the most ardent affection can suggest, but you have learned from ex-
perience, that in order to-be bappy, you need many things which human friendship,
however ardent and: dfsinteresteg, cannot possibly effect. Though our friends were
willing to make eyery sacrifice for cur sake, even to the laying down of their lives,
what influence copld this have in niaking atonement for our sins, or in removing
our moral defilement ? But Jesus “Clirist is the Lamb of God, who was slain to
take away the sins of the world. He has redeemed us from the curse of the law,
“eing made a curse for us. The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth us
trom all sin. You are the daughter of godly parents; 2frd.a child of many prayers.
1t has been your privilege from yourin?a.ncy to hear ,taﬁe @sgel preached. Ever
since you were able to go up to the house of God, you have heard there of the joy
and peace which are in believing,—of the composure of mind which the people of
Gud enjoy in the season of affliction, and in the near prospect of death, and of their
willingness to leave all behind to go to be with Christ whenever he scesmeet to
call them hence. But you have learned from experience that it isnot because you
are the offspring of the godly, that you are a daughter of the living God, but be-
cause you have been born again. It is not because many petitions have been pre-
sented at the throne of grace on your behalf, that you are in possession of that faith
which overcomes the world, but because Jesus, our glorious High Priest, who gave
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himself an offering and a sacrifice to God, and who now appear~ in his TFather’s
presence for you, has conferred upon you this conquering grace. Itis not because
you have sat under the droppings of the gospel, and heard of the happiness of be-
lievers in life and in death, and of their willingness to leave all that was dear to
them in this world, that you enjoy a holy tranquility of mind, and can think of
death without dismay, and cast the burden of your earthly cares upon the bosom
of your heavenly Father, but because Christ, the head of the new covenant, has
put you in possession of a legacy far more valuable than any which mortals can
confer. ¢Peace Ileave with you, my peace I give unto you; not as the world
giveth, give I unto you. It is because Jesus has said, ¢ I will redeem thee from
ﬁeath, T will ransom thee from the power of the grave. O death, I will be thy

Oplagues ; O grave, I will be thy destruction.” ¢ Fear not, I am he that livethand .
was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore: Amen” ¢ And because I live, ye
shall live also’” It is because your gracious Saviour has said, ¢ I will be a God to
you, and to yourseed after you,” and has encouraged you to commit your children
to his care and to bid your husband to trust in him.

It was distressing to me to learn from your fond brother, that you at one time
were oppressed with doubts and fears, and looked with alarm at the approach of
death ; but it was in a corresponding ‘degree delightful to find from the same source
that your fears were now removed, and that you could with calmness and compos-

“ure contemplate a passage across the Jordan of death. In these circumstances I
hesitate not to pronounce you happy,—your state is an enviable one,—it is the do-
ing of the Lovd,~—I could wish to join with you in giving him thanks and praise. A
fellow mortal may at one time appear friendly and kind, and yet soon become in-
different and regardless of our interests ; but my dear M , this is not the way
‘in which our heavenly Father conducts himself towards his childvren. He rests in
hig love, and he changeth not. Ido notsay that you shall enjoy perpetual sun-
shine in the progress of your journey. For a small moment be may forsake thee,
but with freat mercies will he gather thee. His gracious declaration is, *1 will
never leave thee nor forsake thee” None of his gracious designs towards his peo-
ple are abandoned or left unfinished. I would have you to be confident of this one
thing, that he who has begun a good work in you, will perform it unto the day of
the Lord. You know the charaeter of that Being to whom you bave committed
the disposal of yourself and.all your concerns. Heis able to be in you and for
you above all that you can ask or think. What do you need that he has not to be-
stow? Do you need pardon? *In him we have redemption through his bloed,
the forgivencss of sins acce. ling to the riches of his grace” Do you need support
in the scason of affiiction 2 ¢ The Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of lan-
guishing  Thou wilt make all his bed in Dis sickness” Do you need daily sup-
plies for your journey to your Father’s house ? Let us come boldly to the throne
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in timg of need.” <He
will guide me by bis coupsel, and afterwards receive me to glory” ‘I will come
again and receive you to myself, that where I am there ye may bealso.” In your-
gelf, my dear M —, what are you? A poor, sinful, weak, and dying woman.
W hat are you in Christ Jesus your glorious Redeermer? A dauvghter of the Lord
Almighty,—a washed and justified, a sanctified one,—strong in tbe Lord and in the

pwer of his might,—an heir of that inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled,
and that fadeth not away,—~a living member of Jesus the living one,—an he heir
of God, a joint licir with Jesus Christ. .

A few more restless days and wearisome nightt,—a few more struggles with in-
dwelling corruption, and a few more conflicts’ with those spiritual foes that seek
your ruin ; and-you shall, enter those glorious realms where there is no night and
no weariness,—where you shall be holy-as God is holy, and be placed far “beyond
the reach of all who seck your hurt. A few more prayers from the footstool of Je-
hovah; and then praise in the new Jerusalem shall be yonr constant employment,
A few more tears, and a few more drops of comfort in this vale of suffering; and
then shall tears be for ever wiped from your eyes,—you shall be satisfied with
God’s likeness, and drink to your complete satisfaction of those rivers of pleasure
which flow for evermore at his right hand

*XNow the God of peace that-brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,
that great Shepherd of the sheep, throngh the blood of the everlasting covenant,
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wmake you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you what is wéll
pleasing in RKis sight, throug?x Jesus Christ, to vhom be glory for -ever and ever.

Amen,’

1 am;.my, dear M

, yours very faithfully,
ROBERT DOUGLAS.

« WHERE IS THY BROTHER 7

Tellow-Christian, where’s thy brother,
e for whom thy Lord has died ?
He, with whom in living union,

Thou for ever art allied ?

L.ook around thee, mark his features,
Recognise the brotherhood 3

Trouble and exertion spare not,

if thou can'st but do him good.

Is he in affliction ? cheer him
Thou hast known afliction too;
Sympathise in all his sorrows,
Flowers in all his pathway strew
Tell him of the bright te-morrow
That awaiteth him and thee;
Point him to the source of comfors,
Christ’s exhaustless treasury.

15 he tried and sere perplexed,
Doubting what his path may be ?
‘Tell bim of the gracious guidance
That the Lord has shown to thees
Chide him not fur indecision—
Better wait than madly run;

But to earnest prayer and watching,
Urge the tried, perplexed one.

Has he under strong temptation
Yielded to his treacherous will ?
Treat him not as it an outcast—
Stumbling, yet thy brother still ;
Bear his state before the Saviour
And confess your common sin,
Then in true affection scek him,
That thou may’st thy brother win.

Is he simple, poor. unlettered ?

Bear with his simplicity ;

Not too poor for Christ to notice,
Shall he be too poor for thee ?

No! the love which binds to Jesus.
Binds to all who love Him toos
Raig'd above the world’s distinctions,
Prove what keavenly love can de.

Look, O Christian, look around thee!
Soon thy day of rest will come;

Labor for the sheep of Jesus—

Do them good while journeying home ;
True to Christ your Lord and Master,
True to all wholove His name ;

One in Him, and one for ever, -
Fellow-followers of the Lamb !
—DBritisk Messenger

Beligions Miscellany.

SCRIPTURE QUADRUPEDS.
Tur Suegep—roe Rayv—rRE Laus.

The sheep is found in almost every
country. Its flesh is one of the chief
articles of our food, and from its wool
auch of our clothing is made. The
yearly value of the wool shorn in Eng-
land is more than two millions of pounds
sterling, and when made into cloth it
equals six millions.

The kind most common in Syria dif-
fers in its having a broad and large tail,
which chiefly consists of marrow and fat,
and is esteemed as a rich dainty. This
tail sometimes weighs more than twenty
pounds; and the “Kastern shepherds,
place under it a small board on wheels,
to which it is secured: this is done to
keep it from injury when the sheep is
grazing in the fields.

The care of sheep was one of the ear-
liest employments of mankind. In some
countries whole tribes are thus engaged;
which is also the case in our days.
Abel was a keeper of sheep. The
twelve sons of Jacob, Moses, and others,
were shepherds. David had charge ~¢
his father’s flock; and probably he sat
on the side of some green hill, with the
sheep spread before him in the valley,
when he wrote the beautiful Twenty-
Third Psalm. Females were also engag~
ed in feeding sheep, as was Rachel. " In
early times, the riches of the great did
not consist in gold and silver, but chiefs
ly in their flocks. Job, before his afflic-
tions, bad seven thousand sheep: these
wero taken from him, but afterwards
God gave him twice as many as before.
When the beautiful templeatJernsalem
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was set apart for the service of God, So--

lomon offered asacrifice of 120,000 sheep.

The allusions in the Bibie to the duty
of a shepherd are not so striking to our
minds as they were to those to whom the
Scriptures were first written. InLastern
lands, the shepherd is always with his
flock. He watches over his sheep; he
leads them to the spots where the grass
is plentiful and green, and to brooks
where the water is clear and flowing ; he
marks them with a rod, that he may
know his own. Instead of driving them,
he goes before them; and as they know
his voice they follow bim. The weakly
and sick of the flock he carried in Ius
arms. He gives to them names, and
they obey his eall. A knowledge of
these customs will enable us to under-
stand several passages in the Tenth
Chapter of John, and other texts of
Seripture.

The Rev J. Hartley, when in Greece,
passed a flock of sheep in his morning
walk. He asked the shepherd if it were
usaal in his country togive namesto his
sheep ; and he was told that it was, and
that they readily obeyed the shepherd’s
voice when he called their names. Mr
Hartley then asked the man to call one
of his sheep, which he did, and in a mo-
ment iteft off feeding, and ran up to the
shepherd with signs of pleasure, and with
such ready obedience as he had never
before seen in any animal. It is also
true of these sheep that ¢ a stranger they
will not follow, but will flee from him:
for they know not the voice of strangers.”
The shepherd said that many of his flock
were still wild, for they had not yet
learned their names, but that by teach-
ing they would soon attend to his call.

What a picture of the human race
‘does this account of the Eastern sheep
present to us ! Sheep require to be con-
stantly taken care of, for they are liable
to wander. So David says, “ I have
gone astray like a lost shee; ” They are
weak and timid, and apt to run into dan-
ger, and liable to be lost in the mount-
ains. Hence it is said, * My people hath
beenlostsheep; . .. they have gone from
mountain to hill; they have forgotten
their resting place.” Jer. 1. 6. When
a sheep strays and is lost, a good shep-
herd will take great trouble to find it;
this will remind us of our Lord’s parable
of the lost sheep, Luke xv. To prevent

_ this he will keep watch over his flock

by day and night. The shepherds of
Bethelehem were watching their flocks
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by night when the angel came to make
known the glad tidings that a Saviour
was born. They were the first to hear
that sweet song in the stillness of the
night, when all around were aslecp.

Sheep are harmless, meek, patient,
and useful creatures, and are fit emblems
of the righteous. And they have a
* good Shepherd,” who feeds, guides,
and comforts them. Isaiah, when he
foretold the coming of Churist said, * He
shall feed his flock like a shepherd,” Isa
xi. 11, He calls them, and they hear
his voice.

The ram isa male sheep. It is strong
and fierce, and will resist the attack of
a dog or fox. With its bard forehead,
and its horns, it rushes forward, and
drives off its foe. In the book of Daniel
a ram pushing with its horns isan em-
blem of the kings of Media and Persia,
and of their conquests,

Lawbs are often mentioned in Serip-
ture. Two lambs were offered in the
temple every day—one as the morning
sacrifice, and one as the evening sacri-
fice, Exod. xxix. 88, 89. Tt was on the
solemn night when * the first born of
Egypt” were slain, that each family of
Jews, according to the command of Ged
took a lamb, killed it, and sprinkled the
blood on the door posts of their house:
and the angel of the Lord passed over
every house on which the blood was
seen.

The sacrifices of lambs among the
Jews had “a grand meaning” They
were taught thereby that those who of-
fered them deserved to die themselves;
and they were a type, or sign, of the
death of Christ. He is ¢ the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sins of the
world.” In this character the prophet
Isaiah spoke of him : ¢« He is brought as
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
betore her shearers is dumb, so he open-
eth not bis mouth,” Tsa. hii. As the
lambs were laid on the Jewish altar, so
Christ was laid on the crossa vietimand
for us he died. Nor let us forget that
the sacrifice of lambs was only valuable
as it pointed to him. Heb.ix. 11, 12; x
4—10.

GLIMPSES OF GLORY.

Canaan was a divinely chosen type of
heaven; and as thercinto of old went the
spies, so have some—Christ, Paul,

ohn—in very deed or in ecstatic
vision, explored that supersal clime, and
have told us of it. The Saviour, in
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words that thrill us with their simplicity
of grandeur and beautiful truth, named
it to usas % My Father's House.” Paul
declares that to understand its mysteries
is impossible for the mortal mind, that
its glories transcend human intelligence,
that its secrets may not be whispered in
the ear of man. And John, in words
which are full of consolation, tells us that
there former things have passed away.

Full of consolation. Indeed, yest
Heaven shall not be another earth. The
cheeriest Christian, and he whose faith
is strongest under trial, feels life to be
too full of sorrows, and pains, and glooms,
to wish it again repeated. The former
things shall pass away. Below the sun
there is nothing new; above the sun,
thank God! there is! .

And there shall not be a mixed life—
some of the trials of earth together with
greater happiness. No, the gold shall be
without alloy. Evil memories shall be
drowned in present joys. The former
things are passed away.

They who dwellin thisland of Beulah
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any
more. They have hungered and thirst-
ed after righteousness, and now are
blessed, for they ave filled. No longer
ave they like harts panting after the
waterbrooks. The river of life flows
near. They have passed, and have en-
tered Canaan—a Canaan where flows
sweets sweeter than milk and honey.—
Hungering and thirsting no more, they
are tree from those fleshly appetites for
the possession of which shame almost
mantled their cheeks in their lifetime.
Mind is no longer a slave to body, the
exercises of the intellect need no more
be stayed to attend tothe claims of the
corporeal self. © Former things are pass-
ed away.”

Neither shall the sun light upon them,
nor any heat. The air is ofien close
here, and the sun hot as we go on with
our life labour; butit shall be otherwise
there. Our toil shall never fatigue, nor
shall come near us anything oppressive
or harmful. There shall be ne sudden
changes of fortune—glowing seasons of
unmeasured prosperity when we deny
God. Notsuddenly shall golden winged
Fawme embrace us, causing forgetfulness
of the higher and better.” Not burning-
1y shall the sun avise, causing the seed

just received to wither away. ¢ For-
mer things are passed away.”

Nor shall the fiames of persecution

scorch us, nor we be saved as by fire
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and baptized in flame. The burning
mount 18 left behind ; we bave gaine
Canaan’s pleasent meads. No longer
annoy us tEe sneers of blasphemers, the
taunts of the world. We have passed
through the fires; the dross has been
purged. Pure gold needs no assaying.

And there wasno more sea. No treach-
erous sea of starm. No longer while all
seems fair, shall deadly elements be at
work, and storms and tempests suddeniy
arise. No longer shall we be tossed
about by winds which are contrary,and
carried far from our desived haven into
other coasts. No longer beaten about
and driven over every sea. No whirl-
pool of passion shall engulph, no becalm-
ing drive us to despair. “ Former things
have passed away.”

No sea of division. Now, long weary
leagues divide those who love the Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity, and those who
should be bound together in bonds of
closest sympathy are sundered by the
dissociating ocean, National differences
and customs, and modes of thought, pre-
vent brotherly communion and concord
and help to stay some of the noblest en-
terprises of the Gospel.

No sea of change. The bark of exis-
tence will not be now gliding on with
prosperous gale, and then overtaken by
storway destruction. The fleet amid which
we sail will be no more scattered ; some
compunions lost, some urged far away.
No; for the ¢ former things are passed
away.” The sea, never still, always jin
motion, now in shadow, ever changing,
is the aptest similitude of our life. Exist-
ence there is like an unruffied lake—
deep but still.

And John saw notemple therein. Not
there, as here, will the Christian have
to wait for the time of holy sacrifice, for
the period of ordinances,for the troubling
of the waters. Ieaven is one universal
temple, and the life of those therein is
an uninterrupted worship. No longer
are there special holy days, for it is ever
day, and all that day is holy. No bap-
tistn is needed as a pledge of Christ’s love,
for all therein are assured of that; nor
need we symbols in remembrance of
him, for he is ever present. “ Former
things are passed away.”

There shalt be no night there. Nonight
of pain. No tossings to and fro, longing
for the morning of relief, and the rising
of the healthful sun. No disease or
weakness to stay us from the Lords
work. And no night of sorrow. No
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weeks of darkness. Noicy feelingscom-  hi§ strength is struck down, and the
ing tothe heart that the lightof lifeis maiden in her gay beauty fades, and
gone, and the remainder of the pilgrim- the bride takes death for her hus-
age must be pursued in gloom. Nogu- band, the strong man is. bowed down,
ger shall the lamp of hope, with which and the queen falls low as she mounts
we were wont to illuminate our former thethrone, and the duthor dies just as
path, be extinguished by an adverse the world discovers the kingly soul in
wind, “ ‘'lhe Former things are passed its midst. To the senate and the cot-
awlz:,y." . tage, to the haunts of fashion and the
0 night of intellect. No more mys- love-holied home, death comes alike;
teries. No more barriers to knowledge. and with his plague breath he depopu-
No returning sorrowtul at inability to lates a city, hundreds he engulphs in the
learn further. No longer shall the ar- waves, and thousands in their pride he
dent soul be confined by the body. In cuts down in the battle field. But not
a spiritual body, fit for its residenge, soin heaven. * Former thingsare pass-
shall it expatiate through the universe, ed away.” Nonight of death. No gra-
and gaze into the deepnesses of things. dual, unhelpful sinking, tillthe power to
Streaming shall the light of knowledge move, to speak, to think, is gone. No
flow into the mind. Communion with long vague waiting for release. No
the Highest shall vpraise the intellect thronging of dim shapes and formless
and universal purity shall place no bar shadows. No dreaniy passing away.
to mental progress, and we shall betaught No agonising partings. No arrows fired
by the companionship of angels,advanced by the enemy even as we hurry through
in knowledge above a Bacon ora New- the wicket gate. “Former things are
ton as much as these above the untutor- passed away.”
ed boor. God shall wipe away all tears from
No night of doubt. No veiling of their eyes. All tears of repentance. -
God’s countenance, no becloudings of The history of the believer’s existence
the sun, no mist to hide the pathand con- will be no longer contained in two words,
ceal its dangers; when there come dis- ¢ Sinning, repenting! sinning, repent-
trusts of the All-merciful, and fears of ing!’ There is no fear of falling; and
the future, and the mind’s eye is bedim- the remembrance of life-sin is hallowed.
med, and the heart frozen, and the soul, All tears; tears for-the loss of our dear-
enthralled, losesits confidence, like the est; when hopes are dashed to the
imprisoned John ground ; when unjust reproack falls up-
o night of terptation. No-times on the ear; for the love lost, the friend
when all hope seems cut off, when the turned false, the wounded affection, the
rayer is cold, the world veiled, the heart given to auother, the world scorn-
ﬁeart hard, when Satan comes as an an- ful; for the pinch of poverty, and the
gel of light, and is welcomed as afriend. cold neighbours, and the heartless cre-
Nonight of couflict. No wrestling till ditor. There are none of these in hea-
the break of day, even though it be with ven. Where every tear was dropped,
an angel. No more shall we there ;hall slprlilnlg) upa ﬁox\{er. H for{every
« : . woe there shall be a consolation ; for ev-
feel an inward fighting, ery sob there shall be a shout; for every

Teel the fierceness of the strife,
: P wound there shall be a balm, and a re-
Heart and m,md and soul aﬁ'ngl.:tx’?g, warding jewel to brizhten the heavenly
Of the powers of death and life. crown. = &

No more shall duty find afoe in passion, And there shall in no wise enler into it
aor the heart-throne of Christ be con- anything that defileth. A comfort here
‘tested with Diabolus. Ia the calm se- to the Christian. Here he must meet
renity of settled peacy, our powers shall and mingle with the corruptand the un-
be free to the service that they love. clean; and with sorrow he finds it so,
"The fighting was before the home was for his heart is saddened. and the tone
<won, but once so won, it is secure for of his piety lowered. But into heaven
ever. No more attacks to be parried, these enter not. *“Former thingsare
nor dangerous enterprises to undertake. passed away.”
«The former thingsare passed away.” A monition here to the undecided.
‘No night of death. Here the babe'is Whilst they are not decided forr Christ,
snatched from the mother'sarm,and the they belong to Satan, and would by
child from its tiny bed. The youtl in their entrance bring defilement to heav~
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en. Heaven cannot be their home till
heaven’s Lord is their Father, nor can
he be so till his image is on their heavts,
and his command regulating their lives,
and his purity their standard. Here
they have the share of the good. Un-
just, the rain falls on them alike with the
Just. But it shall be otherwise in the
future. ¢ Former things are passed
away.”

A warning to the wicked. Heaven
is not for them, and if not for them, they
must inhabit hell. They can no longer
divide fortune, honour, happiness, with
the holy. * Former things are passed
away.”

Happy will it be for those if they can
say the same in their hearts—that once
they loved sin, now righteousness; that
onee they served Satan, now Christ; that
“former things are passed away.)—
Christiuns Penny Muagazine.

«ILOVE MY BIBLE.”

A little Sunday School girl wassitting
one day at her mother’s cottage door,
reading her Bible. A gentleman who
had allighted from a coach came up to
her, and asked for some water. The
child 1ras so busy that she did not notice
him, but went on reading. Her mother
fetched the stranger a cup of milk,which
he thankfully received. ~Having quen-
ched his thirst, he said to the little girl
t X suppose you have a pretty beok there
my child.”

« It is the Bible, sir,” she answered,
and continued reading.

“ The Bible " said the gentleman;
“ Then Isuppose you are getting your
task for Sunday ?”

« Task, sir, no,” said the girk

“Then whatare you reading your Bi-
ble for ?” he asked.

She replied, “ BECAUSE, Sir,I LOVE
MY BisLe I”

This answer of the child so forcibly
struck the gentleman, that on leaving
the cottage he could think of nothing
else. The arrow of conviction was fix-
ed in his heart. * The child (he
thought) reads her Bible, because she

loves it. Why I never opened that
book in my life with such a feeling.—
Yet she says, *1 love my Bible I'”

These few words, under God’s bless-
ing, were the means of the gentleman’s
conversion ; though before he was an
infidel, and oposed the truth as it is in
Jesus—Sunday School Teachers’ Maga~

| zine,

Wouldn't contend.
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THE DEATH OF INFANTS.

Those who never lost a child are un-
able to understand how great a void the
death of one little one can make,
There is, we think, nothing on earth that
can cast solong and wide and black a
shadow as a small coffin, It is emphati-
cally the shadow of death which freezes
the parent’s heart. Small as is an in-
fant’s tomb, it sometiines is capacious
enough to hold the brightest hopes and
dearest joys ofa whole family circle.
The little child isoften a bright focus
where all the rays of gladness enter, and
from which they are reflected again over
happy hearts; and when this central
light is eclipsed, great darkness fulls up-
on all. How many there must be n
heaven, gathered up from all climes,
even from heathen shores, who have
died so young as to retain no memory of
earth, and to whom that world of glory
secms as their native land—whose souls
were washed and regencrated so early
that no stain of this world was ever vi-
sible upon them! Whatever wound of
sin there may have been has healed
without a scar; their very thought has
been moulded by the society and scene-
ry of heaven, and they stand continually
before the face of the Father. In how
large a sense may we say, © Of such is
the kingdom of heaven.”—ZLutheran Obs.

WOUDN'T CONTEND.

A cross-grained, surly man, too crook-
ed by nature to keep still, went over to
his neighbour, Mr. F., a remarkable
¢0ol, ealm, non-resistant, and addressed
him thus :—

 That piece of fence over there is
mine, and you shan’t have it.”

“ Why.” replied Mr. F., « you must
be mistaken, I think.”

“ No, it’s mine, and I shall keep it.”

“ Well,” said Mr. ., suppose we leave
it to any lawyer you shall choose.”

“ 1 won't leave it to any lawyer,” said
the other.

« Well, continued Mr. F., “shall we
leave it toany four men in the village,
that you shall select 2”

¢ No, I shall have the fence,”

Not at all discomposed, Mr. F., said,
# Well, neighbour, then I shall leave it
to yourself to say to whom it does be-
long, whether to you or me.”

Struck dumb by the appeal, the
wrathy man turned away saying,—

“ I won't have anything to do with 2
man thatwon’t contend for his own rights.”’
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ERNCOURAGING BIBLE ANEC-.
DOTE.

A Bible agent called at a house in
Buffalo, which he found supplied. On
turning to leave, a lady followed him to
the gate of the yard, and thus addressed
him:—«“ IThavea word tosay to you.
You sometimes meet abuse in the course
of your work; be not discouraged
by such cases. When the agent was
around some years ago I abused him to
the best of my ability, yet he left me a
Bible. Yam now ashamed of myselffor
my treatment of him. The Bible which
he left me has taught me to lament this
and all other sin. Iam thankful, that
in spite of all my opposition, one was left
me. Bat for this, I should now be, in all
probability,on the road to death and hell.”

« AND THEN ?”

A young man, whom I had known as
a boy, came to an aged professor of a
distinguished continental university,with
a face beaming with delight, and inform-
ed him that the long and fondly cherish-
ed desire of his heart was at length ful
filled, his parents having given their con-
sent to his studying the profession of the
law. As the university presided over
by his friend was a distinguished one,
he 'had repaired to its law school, and
was resolved to spare no labor or ex-
pense in getting through his studies as
quickly and ably as possible. In this
strain he continued for some time and
when he paused, the old man, who had
been listening to him with great patience

June.

and kindness, gently said, * Well! and
when you have finished your career of
study, what do you mean to do then ?”
4 Then I shall take my degree,” answer-
ed the young man. * And then ?” ask-
ed his venerable friend. “ And then,”
continued the youth, “I shall have a
number of difficult and knotty cases to
manage ; shall attract notice by my elo-
quence, and wit, and acuteness, and
win a great reputation.” ¢ And then ?”
repeated the holy man. ¢¢ And then ?”
replied the youth, ¢ why then there can-
not be a question I shall be promoted to
some high office in the state, and I shall
become rich” “And then?’ ¢ Aund
then,” pursued the young lawyer, ¢ then
I shall live comfortably and honourably
in wealth and respect, and look forward

toa %uiet and happy old age.” ¢ And

then ?” repeated the old man. * And
then,” said the youth, *and then—and
then—I shall die.” Here his venerable
listener lifted up his voice and again ask-
ed with solemnity and emphasis, * And
then 27 Whereupon the aspiring stu-
dent made no answer, but cast down his
head, and in silence and thoughtfulness
retired. This last “and then?” had
pierced his heart like a sword, had darted
like a flash of lightning into his soul, and
hecould not dislodge the impression. The
result was the entire change of his mind
and the course of his life.  Abandoning
the study of the law, he entered upon
that of divinity, and expended the re-
mainder of his days in the labours of a
minister of Christ.—Zrom ** No Condem-
nation,” by Dr Winslow.

Religious Intelligence.

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN
SYNOD.

This reverend court met on Monday
the 4th of May,in Queen-street Hall. Dr
McKelvie the retiring Moderator preach-
ed. Dr Eapig of Glasgow was unani-
mously chosen Moderator for this year.

The following is a brief abstract of
proceedings,

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION, HALL, AND
LIBRARY.

Dr JouNsTox, read the report of the
Committee on Theological Education,
Hall, and Library, with repert on Con-
gregational Minister's Libraries. The
committec considered the superinten-

dence of the students at the different
Universities most satisfactory, and stated
that if corresponding fidelity was shown
in the different examinations, they would
stand comparison with the students of
any denowination in the world. The
number of students attending the Theo-
logical Hall Jast year was 202, of whom
118 belonged to the senior, and §4 to
the junior classes. The sum at present
at the disposal of the committee for the
purckase of books for the library and
other purposes, was £196. Eight addi-
tional minister’s libraries had been insti-
tuted during the past year, and several
other congregations had the scheme at
present under their attention. The to-
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tal number now instituted through this
fund was 125.

The report was adopted.

PETITION FOR RE-ADMISSION TO THE
CHURCH.

The Crrrk read a petition by the
Rev. Thomas Adam, late of Peebles, to
be re-admitted to the membership and
ministry of the United Presbyterian
Church. The document stated that My
Adam had, on account of inadequate
support, in 1846, accepted the charge of
a quoad sucra congregation at Elderslie
in connection with the Church of Scot-
land. But notwithstanding that circum-
stance, he had not changed his creed.
Two or three months after taking the
step referred to, he wasinformed that he
could nat be allowed to occupy this pas-
torate without being regularly admitted
into the Church of Scotland by the As-
sembly. In endeavouring to cffect this
object he had met with much dishearten-
ing and trouble, and in every step he
took he seemed to hear an advica to re-
irace his steps, and a cry of ¢ Peccavi”
He was willing to submit to any line of
conduct which might be indicated by the
Synod.

It was agreed on the motion of Dr
JoHNSTON, to remit the petition to a
committee.

REPOXTS.

Mr MiLLax read a report on the bet-
ter support of the ministry. It was sta-
ted that the efforts made in this direction
had been very su:cessful. Supplements
had been granted during the past year
to ten additional congregations, and
twenty-four congregations bad, without
aid, increased their stipends, showing an
agaregate advance of stipends upon last
year of £600. In all, 240 congregations
now pay stipends under £150, and 88 of
these were stated to be under £120.

Professor M’Michael read the report
on the Aged and Infirm Ministers’
Scheme. The amount subscribed from
all sources was £17,044 8s. 2d., of which
£2057 11s. had been contributed by
ministers. In addition to this £126 5s.
had been subscribed in the form of small
donations.  Not more than 257 congre-
gations had contributed in their collect-
ave capacity, showing that 2 majority of
the congregations bad made no combined
effort.

In the course of a discussion which en-
sued, the report underwent some alter-
ations in respect of the regulations laid
down for the working of the scheme—

the principal amendment being a reso-
lution to insert a statement in the min-
utes fixing the minimum stipend of min-
isters at £120 a-year, exclusive of a
manse. A portion of the report in ques-
tion referred to Dr Brown’s Jubilee Tes-
timonial Fund, which baving been dou-
bled by 2 donation from the family of
the late Dr Heugh, now amounted to
£1500.

UNION WITH THE ASTOCIATE PRESBY-

TERY OF IRELAND.

Dr. Ronsox read a report {rom the
Glasgow Presbytery on the subject of a
contemplated union of the United Pres-
byterian Church with the Associate
Presbytery of Ireland. 10 Presbyteries
expressed themselves decidedly favour-
able toan incorporate union, and 11
were of opinion that an incorporate uni-
on was inexpedient in the meantime.
The number of sessions which had re-
ported was 85 ; of these 70 were favour-
able, and 15 deemed the union inexpe-
dient in the meantime.

Dr M’INTYRE and Dr BrYCE, repre-
seutatives of the Associate Presbytery,
then addressed the Synod. .

After considerable discussion, it was
ultimately agreed to send the matter
down to Presbyteries and sessions.

ANNUAL MISSIONARY MEETING.

The ananual missionary meeting of the
Synod was held in the evening in the
Music Hall.

Dr SomEerVILE, Mission Secretary,
read an outline of the annual report of
the home and foreign missionary opera-
tions of the Church. He gave the detailg
connected with 134 congregations re-
ceiving stipead aid, having a member-
ship of about 18,000, and contributing
above £15,000 to the fundsofthe Church.
With regard to foreign and colonial op-~
eraiions, he stated that in Canada they
had 60 ordained ministers, nearly 100
organised congregations, and a member-
ship of about 7000. Six missionaries
bad been sent out there during the year,
bat there were still 27 vacancies, and the
local Synod had asked them for at least
12 additional preachers. In Jamaiea
they had 24 congregations, and a wem-~
bership of 3978, as also 41 day schools,
20 of the teachers of which were colour-
ed persons. Last year five additional mis-
sionaries bad been sent to thiscolony. In
Trinidad, the two congregations were in
a comparatively prosperous state. In
Old Calabar they had five ordained mis-
sionaries, a medical missionary, two male
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and six female teacliers, a carpenter,and
a printing press. In that country, 11
years ago, heathenism prevailed an-
broken, now nearly 1000 persons.every
Sabbath were listening to the proclama-
tion of divine truth. In Cafiraria, Sand-
illi and other Ghika chiefs had expressed
a wish to have their mission again plant-
ed amongst them, to the re-opening of
which the British Government had alseo
given its consent. It was a matter of
spetial thanksgiving that this Church
had been honoured tosend forth the first
ordained native of Caffraria to preach
the gospel, namely, the Rev Tiyo Soga.
In Melbourne the Church was, oewing to
various circumstances, in a divided,
weakened, and unsatisfactory state, and
in other parts of Australia,there was little
to remark. In South India this Church
supported the labours of Mr J. Murdoch
in printing and circulating many thous-
and copies of gospel tracts and of vari-
ous religious works in the native lan-
guages. During last yeaf the Synod
bad expended a sum of abour £2256 in
the promotion of the gospel in Holland,
Belgium, France, and Piedmont. Dr
Somervile summed up by saying that, in
the strictly foreign field (excluding the
colonies and the Continent of Europe),
they had 90 agents including 80 ordain-
ed missionaries, and about 60 catechists
and teachers. Last year they had sent
out 13 missionaries, of which 7bad gone
out to the foreign field. The rev Doc-
tor concluded by stating that the eight
mission churches in Glasgow had made
cousiderable progress since the scheme
was commenced four years ago, and
were now operating on a population of
about 3500 persons.

Mr PepbIE, W. S., then made his re-
ort as to the income and expenditure
or the year, Tom which it appeared

that the Home Bission income bad bren
£5875 10s. 11d., and the Foreign Missi-
on income, £14,181 16s. 4d.— together
£20,007 11s. 3d. ; and that the expendi-
ture had een on the home fund, £5852
6s. 7d., and on the foreign fund £14,240
—together, £20,093 4s. 3  The income
showed an intrease on to the year of
nearly £1800, but the expenditure has
alsoincreased by £1884. He concluded
by remarking that when he first was ap-
pointed treasurer to the missionary
schemes of the Synod, the income did
not exceed £1500, whereas now he stood
there reporting an income of £20,000.
Mr Peppie W. S., reported that the
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Synods’ accounts bad been examined by
the auditors. The debt on the general
fund had been reduced from £879 to
£289.

An applicatien from Dr Phillips, Jew-
ish missionary at Alexandria, sohciting
aid in the establishment of an educati-
onaliustitute, under the superintendence
of the missionaries there, was remitted
for the decision of the Mission Board,
who had previously reported that the
Synod should have nothing to do with
an educational institate under the super-
intendence of agents net belonging to
the Church.

With reference to an application from
the missionaries of Calabar, requesting

ermission to form themselves into a

resbytery, some discussion took place,
several of the members of Synod not be-
ing satisfied that a Presbytery could be
institated witheut elders.

The petition was ordered to be laid
on the table.

The Synod next took up an applica-
tion from the Rev. ¥r Xinninmont, and
others, Victoria, Australia, to be recog-
nised as a Presbytery in connection
with the Synod, in consequence of cer-
tain disputes with the United Presbyte-
rian Synod of Australia, from whom the
applicants had withdrawn themselves.
In connection with this application, there
was a recommendation from the Mission
Board, to the eflect, that the divided
ministers in Australia, should be urged
to overlook and forget all past differ-
ences, and to form themselve .intoa Sy-
nod, taking for its basis the c.pstitution
of the home Synod.

The Synod agreed to adopt the re-
commendation of the Mission Board as
their deliverance on the subject.

SLAVE-HOLDING IN CALABAR.

The Rev. Mr Hurrox, of Paisley,
brought this subject under the notice of
the Synod, and at some length referre
to the necessity of getting some definite
knowledge of the working of the slave-
holding system in Calabar. He conclu-
ded by moving * that the Mission board
be instructed to request the missionaries
at Calabar to present to the Synod a
statement regarding the relations of any
members of the Church there to the na-
tive system of slavery, that they may
more definitely apprehend the nature
of those reiations, and be the better able
to determine how far the testimony and
influence of our Church is effective in
restraining that acfarious aud anti-Chris-
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tian, system, and in impressing the na-
tive mind with a sense of its antagonism
to the principles of our Church.”

Mr Trodas deprecated the asking of
the missionarics such a question as that
proposed in the motion, and moved as
an amendment that the * Synod in-
struct the missionaries to report from
time to time the operation of the Synod’s
resolution in the admission of native mem-
bers to the fellowship of the Church
there.”

After a brief discussion, the amend-
ment of Mr Thomas was carried by a
considerable majority.

ANNUAL STATISTICS.

Mr Peppig, W. 8., read a report,
from which it appeared that the mem-
bership of the whole Chureh amounted,
as nearly as could be calculated, to 153.-
144 individuals, and the average attend-
ance to 178,959. TFor congregational
purposes there had been raised during
the year £124, 565, inciuding £68,000
for stipends ; and for benesolent objects
there had been contributed £34,269,
making a total of £159,834 18s 9d, be-
ing at the rate of £309 15s. 1d. for each
church, or £1 0s. 10. for each member.
With respect to the instruction of the
young, it was reported that there were
in connection with the Synod 813 Sab-
bath Schools, taught by 7487 teachers,
with an average attendance of 62,697
scholars,—besides which there were 600
advanced classes, tanght by the minis-
ters and elders, and 90 day schools. Of
libraries there were 360, containing 160-
000 volumes.

Mr D. AxpERsOYN, Glasgow, read a
report from the Liquidation of Debt
Committee, which gave a comprehen-
sive view of the varions means that were
adopted by the Synod to obtain the ob-
Ject of wiping off debt burdens from all
the Churches. It appeared that the
present amount of debt on 234 congre-
gations who had reported was£7,119,626
and it was recommended that £3000
should be raised to assist in liquidating
this amonnt, by means of a general col-
lection throughout the Church.

ENGLAND.

The Dean of Arches gave his decision
on Thursday, the 23d ult, in reference
to Archdeacon Denisow’s case. The
learned judge said he must rule that the
1ssue of the citation was to be taken as
the commencement of the proceedings
according to the Church Discipline Act,

and that, more than two years having
clapsed between 'the commission of the
offence and the commencement of legal
proceedings, his opinion was, that who-
ever might be to blame, this suit had not
been prosecuted with sufficient activity,
and that the Archdeacon must not sufler.
Having cited many cases decided in that
court, and having, he stated, found no
adverse decision in any of the superior
courts, the learned Judge said he must
pronounce for the appeal, thus revers-
ing the decision which dismissed the
Archdeacon from his preferments in the
Church. Notice was given ofan appeal
to the Judicial Committee of Privy Coun-
cil against this decision. All the other
points connected with the appeal fall to
the ground ; and as far as the Court of
Arches is concerned, the case is atan
end.—Ibid.

Another important ecclesiastical ap-
pointment has been made by Lord Pal-
merston ; Dr Hinds, Bishop of Norwich,
having resigned, the Hon and Rev John
T. Petbam has been nominated his suc-
cessor. Mr Pelhamn bas for some time
past been rector of Marylebone; and it
is said, that though a zealous opponent
of Sir Benjamin Hall in his Sabbath
measures, he so secured the admiration
of that gentleman, (who is member of
Parliament for Marylebone,) as to be re-
commended by him to Lord Palmerston
for promotion, Mr Pelbam 1s a man of
high Christian tone, and the measures
adopted by him for the spiritual improve-
ment of the great parish of Marylebonz,
during bis incumbency, have evinced a
very great measure of Christian energy
and devotedness. His successor in the
rectory of Marylebone is a man of like
spirit,—the Rev Charles Phipps Eyre,
incumbent of St. Mary’s, Bury St. Ed-
mund’s, Suffolk.— News of the Churches.

SCOTLAND.

A number of gentlemen connected
with the Free Church are exerting them-
selves to endow the Chair of Natural
Science, which has been established since
the foundation of the New College, Edin-
burgh, in connexion with the Theologi-
cal Hall in thatcity. The object of this
movement is to render the existence of
such a Chair perpetual, in accordance
with the idea of Dr Chalmers, Dr Welsh,
and other distinguished founders of the
Church, who felt that, in the present ad-
vanced state of natural science, the
theological students should all be made
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acquainted with those subjects which
have been largely used for attacks, as
well as defences, of the Christian revela-
tion. Dr Duff kas addressed a letter to
the Witness, impressing the importance
of this movement, and recommending
that the Chair should receive its desig-
nation from Hugh Miller, on account of
the distinguished services which he ren-
dered to the cause of truth in connexion
with the physical sciences. Itisintend-
ed to seeure, if' possible, the geological
collection of Mr Miller for the benefit
of the students atténding this class.

IRELAND.

The April meetings have, as usual,
taken place in Dublin.  The thirty-ninth
annual meeting of the Irish Society was
held on the 15th ult. The report is full
of encouragement, as it exhibits both ad
extended field of usefulness and enlara-
ed means. The following abstract of it
we obtain from the Dublin Warder :—
¢ The progress of the Socity’s mission~
ary work during the past year has been
steady and encouraging. From one of
the Society’s districts the missionary re-
ports its present pasition thus :—* Twen-
ty-two vears of fierce and formidable
persecution have, through the mercy of
God, utterly failed to extinguish the
work in this interesting distr'et. With-
in the last year it happened that amongst
our visitors were missionaries who had’
been engaged in foreign missions, and
all of them bore testimony to the genu-
ineness and soundness of the work. The
Bishop of Melbourne said, he was cheer-
ed by witnessing the pumbers, intelli-
gence, and earnestness of the converts;
and the Rev Mr Keane, late missionary
in India, having visited all our mission-
ary stations, said they might be num-
bered amongst the most prosperousin the
world. The number brought out of Ro-
manism in this locality, by the instru-
mentality of the mission, has been more
than 2000 ; of this number several have

. been ordained for the ministry of our

Church; 27 are labouring as Scripture-
readers in various parts of England and
Ireland; and 12 are schoolmasters” The
new church at Doon has been completed
for its convert congregation; a new
chureh at Dunohill has been opened for
divine service ; also one at Ballygzar, in
the county Roscommon ; the foundation-
stone of a new church at Cappamore has
been latd, and two other churches—one
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at Brosna in the county Kerry, and the
other at Tullylease, in the county Cork
are neavly finished, all required by the
extending work of the Society. The mis-
sionary field occupied is considerably
larger than when last report was present-
ed. The Society hasagain taken charge
of the important missions of Skibbereen,
in the county of Cork, and Ballinlough
and Buckhill, in the county of Roscom-
mon, and re-established the system of
Trish schools in the extensive district of
Bundoran, in the county of Donegal.
The present agency consists of 16 missi-
onaries, 4 lay agents, 92 Scripture-read-
ers, 14 scholmasters, 7 schoolmistresses,
and 280 Irish teachers. The principal
point of difference between this list and
that of last year, is in the number of
Seripture-readers, which has been re-
duced by 25, while, on the other hand,
the number of Irish teachers has been
more than doubled. The number of
Irish schools now in connexion with the
Society is 280, in which upwards of
6500 pupils are under instruction. The
Society has received from its ordinary
sources of income in Ireland during the
past year, £5359,9s. 8d,, which is an
increase upon the pevious year of £620,
8s. 6d.; and when to thisisadded £164,
8s. 5d., amount of a special fund raised
for English deputation expenses,it makes
a total of £5523, 4s. 1d., the largest sum
the Society bas ever received in any year
from Ireland. The English receipts
have been £1782,6s. 'The total amount
of funds at the disposal of the committee
is £9072, 8s. 11d. The total expendi-
ture has been £7644, 2s. 6d., whichleaves
a balance to the Society’s credit this day
£1498, 6s. 54.”

The late elections have proved the
fact of a great decline of priestly influ-
ence, especially in some of the darkest
parts of Ireland. The number of the
so-called ¢ Independent Opposition”
candidates bas been diminished rather
than increased, notwithstanding the most
strenuoustfforts of the Romish hierarchy.
The most remarkable instances of de-
feat were in the counties of Sligo and
Galway. Inthe former, Mr Swift, the
late member, though supported by the
recommendatory letters of Dr M'Hale,
and two other bishops, and treated by
the party as very model of parliamentary
independence, could obtain no more than
five votes. In the latter, though Dr
M’Hale was present at the hustings,and
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had his clerpy distributed at all the poll-
ing-booths, the Ultramontane candidate
was left in a miscrable minority. The
Tablet, cuviously enough, attributes the
defeat to the violent opposition of the
mob. This statement has probably no
foundation, but strong evidences have
certainly been given that the massof the
Roman Catholics in  Connaught are no
longer prepared to follow blindly the
guidance of the priests:

NEW ZEALAND.

On the 14th of October last, the min-
isters and elders of the Free Presbyteri-
an Charch met in Auckland, and formed
themselves into a Presbytery. The roll
having been made up. including four
ministers and two ruling elders, the
Presbytery resolved to invite all those
who held office in the Church, or who
had held office in any of the Presbyteri-

an Churches, and were now members of

the Church, to sit along with them during
this meeting of the Presbytery, to advise
with them on all the important matters
that should come before them. Several

gentlemen accordingly toole their seats
along with the miembers of the Presby-
tery. The draft ofan interim actanent
the constitution of the Chureh, the object
of which was to embrace in one commu-
nion all the Presbyterians in the pro-
vince, without interfering with the con-
scientious seruples of any who might be
called to oflice, on points of minor im-
ortance, was read by Mr Bruce, and
aid on the table to be considered at a
future sederunt. Addresses were pre-
pared to be forwarded to the Free
Church of Scotlgnd and the Presbyteri-
an Church in Ireland.” A report was
read on the secular affairs of the Churceh,
in which it was recommended, among
otkerproposals, that,on all cases, it should
be carefully seen to, both by the congre-
gations and by the Presbytery, that the
ministry is adequately supported, and
that the Home Mission Fund should be
adopted and vigorously prosecuted as
the means by which a supplement
might be made to the stipend, in the case
of congregations that could not raise an
amount sufficient for that purpose.—
News of the Clurches.

Editorial.

A STEP TOWARD UNION BETWEEN THE FREE AND UNI-
TED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES IN SCOTLAND.

THE tendencies of the age are evidently toward union among christians,
The friends of evangelical trath and living piety may long continue without
incorporation, but they realize the sublime truth that they constitute portions
of one great family. The harmonious meetings, publications and enterprises
of the Evangelical Alliance afford a happy manifestation of this increasing
unity and affection.

Among no class of chiistians are the indications of a brighter day more vi-
sible and cheering thau among Presbyterians. They have bad their differ-
ences and separations, but, alike in the Mother country and in British Co-
lonies far remote from each other, the attraction of the same Almighty agent,
the Spirit of Love, is expericnced.

The growth of this spirit in the Mother country is peeculiarly gratifying,
as the effect will be speedily felt over a large part of the woxld. The last
United Presbyterian Magazine has, under the head of Monthly Retrospeet,
an article on “ Rev John Cairns and the Free Chureh,” from which it ap-
pears that a considerable number of ministers and people of the Free Church
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were willing that a minister of the United Presbyterian Church should be:
invited to fill the chair of Exegetic Theology in their College.

The last mail brings farther intelligence of a very decided and interesting
step in the same divection taken by the people of both Churches. The
Edinburgh Witness contains a series of eight resolutions expressive of a deep
sense of the importance. the desirableness and the duty of unity among all
the friends of the Lord Jesus and of union between the Free and United
Presbyterian Churches, signed by a large number of the influential Jaymen
of both denominations.

‘We republish below the whole of these Resolutions, and would ecall parti-
cular attention to the 3rd, 4th and &th. If these be true we are not to wait
in inactive expectation of a union being brought about without our owan ex-
ertions ; but we are “to avail ourselves of the earliest auspicious opening for
breaking down the wall of partition, so as to constitute one united and trater-
nal communion.”

How numerous'and precious are'the existing elements of union between
us already. We are united in all religious rites and observances. We are
one as regards the important and practical matter of Church government.—
We have the same creed. The membership of each Church displays 4fe,
spirituality, freedom, progress. In these circumstances union must ulti-
mately take place. The question is one simply of time.

At such a juncture how important in all its bearings is this movement
among the people. We have often heard it hinted that the chief barrier to
the desired consummation consists of clerical influence. The ministers are
the hindrance it is said. If the subject were left to the people they would
effect a union in a single year. 'We doubt the truth of this. There are as
warm friends of union among the ministers as among the laity. At the
same time it must be conceded that the clergy move slowly in such matters,
and a gentle stimulus from the people of their charge will be most valuable.
It will show that the people are prepared for and wish it. We therefore re-
joice greatly in this clear and strong expression of conviction and feeling.

Many cirewmstances contribute to give power to the movement. It dis-
plays. prudence and caution, and guarus against all rash and precipitate ac-
tion, by which the desired end might be defeated. It is conceived ina spiret
of candour and good will. Here we find a just and brotherly recognition of
each other’s principles and excellences, without any attempt at exaggeration
or depreciation. )

It is 2 movement of great and good men. We mean great in the true
sense of the word. Many of them are known as men of rank, but a still
larger number belong to the nobility of heaven, and are known in the Church
for their piety and benefactions. They are among the excellent of the earth,
and when they work together for an object so Scriptural, so well ealculated
to promote the glory of God, success cannot be far off. May the Head of
the Church guide the movement and bring it to a happy issue !

But why should Presbyterians in this Province wait till they are as it
were necessitated, by the action of their friends in Britain, to come together ?
Here the real difficulties are less formidable, and by earnest efforts might
be speedily overcome. There are three denominations which might become
one threefold cord, not easily broken.

Meanwhile the advice of the United Presbyterian Magazine is wholesome
and worthy of careful attention. There should be a sedulous avoidance of
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all denominational, and especially of all local squabbles, for previous experi-
ence has taught us that the main difficulties of effecting a union do not arise
so much from difference of principle as from personal and congregational
misunderstandings and heart-burnings.

Resolution I.—That charty, unity, and mutual confidence are inculeated with
s0 much earnestness and solemnity throughout the New Testament Seriptures, that
all the followers of our Lord Jesus Christ are imperatively called upon, not onl
to follow, as faras possible, after the things which make for peace, but diligently
and affectionately to co-operate in healing all such divisions as may unbappily have
sprung up amongst them; and that the recognition and enforcement of these great
principles, which are applicable to all times and circumstances, are rendered
peculiarly important by the exigencies of the present erisis.

Reselution 11.—That as honest and conscientious differences (in no wise affect-
ing the fundamental truths, which they bold in equal reverence,) prevail amongst
the professing followers of Jesus Christ, in regard to ecclesiastical government and
discipline, the Evangelical Alliance is an institution admirably adapted to serve as a
common platform, on which all who are sound in the faith may cordially assemble
for the salutary and important purposes of cementing love, softening asperities, ob-
viating misunderstandings, and devising such plansas, under the Divine blessing
may serve to promote the spread of the everlasting gospel.

Resolution III.—That where no diversities, in reference to ecclesiastical order,
subsist between two or more Churches co-existing within the limits of the same
country, it is both their duty and their interest (when convinced that they are of
one mind and of one judgment as tv the things which accompany salvation), to
avail themselves of the carliest auspicious opening for breaking down the wail of
partition, so as to constitute one umted and traternal communion.

Resolution IV.—That this, is happily, the relative position of the Free and
Uhnited Presbyterian Churches, inasmuch as both are equally attached to the Pres-
byterian form of Charch government, adhere to the same standards of doctrine and
discipline, and have forsome time manifested their reciprocal feelings of confidence
and affection, by admitting each other to their respective pulpits, and inviting them
to assist at the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and that the happy consumma-
tion is all the easier of attainment, that no legislative sanction is required for its
accomplishment.

Resolution V.—That both Churches maintain, with equal steadfastness and sin-
cerity, the great principle of non-intrasion and spiritual independence, on behalf of
which their fathers contended with unflinching and self-sacrificing devotedness.

Resolution VI.—That, in the judgment of both communions it isa duty in-
cambent upon all men, and especially npon those in authority (from whom He
who has given them much is entitled to expect the more) torecognize the para-
mount supremacy of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom all power is given in heaven
and in carth, as being the Governoramonyg the nations, as well as the Supreme
Head of his Church, and consequently to regulate their conduct, in whatsoever
capacity, by his Jaws. But as those who concur in all other ecclesiastical matters
may and do entertain difie ent viewsas to the course which the State is bound to
pursue in reference to- the interests of the Church, and more especially on the
question of endowment (some holding that one denomination should be supported
at the public cost, others that different sects should be so simultaneously and pro-
portionaily, and others, that the pastors should be maintained by the members of
their own communion,) this point oughtto be leftasa question of forbearance, on
which ministers and members may be allowed to entertan such a view as they deem
most consonant with Scripture, and most conducive to the welfare of the Church,
—more especially as any formal deliverance on_this subject is of no practical con-
sequence in the case of self-supporting communions.

Resolution VIL—That both communions attach equal and paramouut impor-
tance to the predominance of the religious, and rore especially of the Scriptural
element in all the schools and seminaries, which are subject to their own influence
and control., But thatas, not only amongst themselves, but in all denominations,
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considerable difference of opinion, prevails as to the power and province of the
State in reference to education, it is not necessary that any fixed principle on this
subject should be laid down, in the eventofan union being happily effected.

Resolution VIIL—That both Churches reverently acknowledge the Divine
nuthority and perpetual obligation, as well as the inestimable blessedness, of the
Lord's day, asa hallowed season mercifully ordained for religivus improvement,
and repose from worldly toils,—and they concur in regarding it as the duty and
province of a Christian legislature, to enact such laws as are_necessary, not for
enforcing attendance on Divine worship, but for protecting against encroachment
the privilege, which ought, as far as possible, to be secured for all, of resting from
their week-day occupations, and devoting the Lord’s day to his service.

THE CHURCH IN CHARLOTTETOWN.

From late Nos. of The Missionary Record we learn with sincere regret
that the attempt of our Church toterect a congregation in Charlottetown has
-excited the jealousy of our brethren of the Xstablished Kirk of Scotland.
Rev Mr McKay of P. E. Island breadly affirms that advantage has beerr ta-
ken of the removal of Mr Snodgrass to commence this movement. The Ca-
nadian Correspondent of the LRecord (very probably Mr Snodgrass himself)
prefers substantially the same charge with the additional aggravation that
the procedure objected against was begun or contemplated in the midst of
much profession upon our part of friendship and brotherly regard for the Es-
tablishment. The inference by no means obscurely hinted, is that all this
‘profession was mere pretence—worthless—or something worse than worth-
less. Now this surely savours very scantily of that charity which thinketh
no evil. That effort is being made to form a congregation in Charlottetown
in connection with the Presbyterian Church of Nova Seotia is true—that this
effort began to be most vigorously prosccuted about the time of My Snod-
grass’ removal is we believe also true. But does this coincidence necessitate
the conclusion that unworthy advantage was sought to be taken of his remo-
val. We think not. We will even allow ourselves to hope that the breth-
ren who have made this charge will themselves yet see that they have been
a little too hasty. It may not perhaps be known to them, although it has
never been made a secret, that the erection of a congregation in Charlotte-
town, has been in contemplation by our Church for many years. The de-
sign was long held in abeyance from various causes—chiefly from the scarci-
ty of preachers, but it was never abandoned, and at length when the Semi-
nary and Theological Hall had sent out 2 considerable number of young men,
and many of our most pressing vacancies had been supplied, it was thought
that Charlottetown might be provided for. Of all this Mr McKay and the
Canadian correspondent of the Record may be very pardonably ignorant.
They are not so easily excusable for failing to cousider that when our Sy-
nod at its last ‘meeting resolved upon the measure which is so offinsive, it
was irpossible for us to know that Mr Snodgrass was about toleave. Could
not our brethren have thought of this before rushing upon uncharitable con-
clusions. But supposing that we did know—supposing too that there really

" exists some necessity for putting the most unfavorable construction upon our

conduct—supposing (as these brethren kawe sapposed, we think a Ztile gra-
tuitously) that our motives were the very worst possible, does Mr McKay
think us short-sighted enough to have expected that a Kirk congregation in
so prominent a place as Charlottetown would remain unsupplicd long enough
for us to derive any considerable advantage froma its destitution. We assure




e

1857, Obituary Notices. 271

our brethren of the Establishment, however, (and we think they ought to be-
lieve us) that the action of our Synod on this matter was determined altoge-
ther itrespectively of My Snodgrass’ departure for Canada.

Notwithstanding all that we have said, it is still possible, although we sin-
cerely hope for better things, that our friends of the Kirk may continue to
regard these cvents as forming “ a very remarkadle cotncidence!” Ifso we
must call attention to another # coincidence” that appears to us at least equally
striking. In the same No. of the Record in which we are condemned for our
action in reference to P. E. Island, we find a Report from Rev Mr Harper
showing that there is abundant room for a missionary or two in connection
with the Church of Scotland, in Musquodoboit. We do not refer to this by
way either of recrimination or complaint. The “fu guogue” argument we
utterly repudiate. But we do think it & little singular that men whom we
take to be honest and sensible men, aye and for all that has come to pass
God-fearing and righteous men should see the way so clear—should see such
plenty of room for the Kirl: beside the Secession in arural district Uike Mus-
quodoboit, but can find no roam for the Secession beside the Kirk in so popu-
lous a place as Charlottetown, the Capital of a flourishing colony.

We shall revert to this matter again, having a word or two to say regard-
ing it, irrespective of the special charge of our seeking to take the Kirk ata
disadvantage.

Obitaary Notices.

[WE are willing to afford a portion of our space to notices of the members of
our Church recently deceased, whose usefulness in their respective spheres may
render them worthy of more than the usual newspaper notice. If the ministers or
others will furnish such with incidents of their lives or of their deaths, fitted o edify
the Church and provoke to love and good works, we shall be happy to give them
insertion.—EDb. Ixs.]

Tue LATE Apaxs Arcmizarp.—Our obituary of this day records the
death of Adams Archibald, Ezq., of Musquodoboit, 2 man who taking him all
in all we may not sec his like again, for a long time to come. Few men
were better known or more generally respected in the Provinee, particularly
in the Counties of Halifax and Colchester, and few men leave a greater blank
by their death in the community with which he was more immediately con-
nected than the subject of this notice. TFor more than fifty years Mr Archi-
bald occupied a prominent place in Society. During the greater part of'this
period he was in the Commission of the Peace, and even as his oldest survi-
ving brother is known as the Deacon, he, was universally known as the Squire.
ITe was necarly as long connected with the Session of the Presbyterian con-
gregation of Blusquodoboit, and was & member of the Board of Commission-
ers of Sehools for the Eastern District of this County ever since that Body
was organized. It will generally be admitted now that the duties of these
various and important offices were discharged with a promptitude, punctuali-
ty and effect which had their origin in the uncommon force of character for
which he was distinguished, and which marked him out as no common man,
In private life and in matters of ordinary business the same peculiarity was

manifested, and whether at his own hospitable table, or in the social gather-
ing of neighbors and friends, or concluding a birgain in the course of hisbu-
siness, it was imposible not to feel that he was one of the true aristocracy,
and that he gave thie world assurance of a man.  Of his piety, as of the pie-
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ty of any man, it becomes us to. speak with caution and humility. When
alive he abhorred pretence and vain boasting, and it would be seemly to in-
sult his memory with any enlogy of his goodness however just. Ilis breth-
ren and friends know well that he demonstaated his faith by his works, and
that he was behind noune of them in those marks and proofs of genuine reli-
gion which only the grace of God can account for. Of his politics it is suf-
ficient to say that patriotism not partizanship was their distinguished feature,
though he was proud of being known as one of the staunchest friends of Re-
sponsible Government. He died old and full of days, having entered on his
Eightieth year, and good men carried him to his burial “Requiescatin pace.”
Com. to Chronicle, May Oth.”

Diep, at Pictou, on the —th ult., Mr James Patterson, in the 98th year
of his age. Deceased was a native of Maryland, U. S., whence he emi-
grated with his father and four other families to Pictou in the year 1767.—
They were the first band of settlers in Pictou. They spent their fivst night
ashore under a tree, without even g camp to shelter them. There was ¢
that time not a single settler from Canso to Tatamagouche. During hislov ',
life he had seen the country pass through all the changes, from the primeval
forest, ranged by the red man, to its present state of advancement. e filled
for many years the office of an elder in Prince Street congregation. Ie
possessed naturally a strong constitution and enjoyed many years of heaith,
but at length, under increasing years and the decay of nature, he approached
that state known as second childhood, and as a child fell asleep in the arms
of the Saviour.

Drep, at West River, on Monday, 25th ult,, Mr William McGill, in the
64th year of his age. On the previous day he had attended public worship
at Green Hill, engaged in the exercises of the sanctuary with his usual de-
votion, and listened to the word with his usual attention. On his way home
he was thrown from his carriage, and was so severely injured that he died
early on the following morning. After the injury he was able to speak but
little, but what he did say were words of hope and peace. In the communi-
ty in which he lived Mr McGill was much respected, especially for his un-
affected kindness of heart. By his removal the congregation of Salem’
Church has lost one of its most active and useful members—once who was
exceeded by few in the interest which he took in every thing connected with
the prosperity of the congregation or the advancement of religion abroad.—
He loved the habitation of God’s house, and often has his earnest, listening
gaze, under the preaching of the word, caught the cye of his pastor. Ile
was a man ready for every good work, and his contributions were never
wanting for any purpose, either congregational or benevolent, for which an
appeal might be made. His pastor and brethren were often cheered by his
forwardness in promoting every scheme of usefulness. The circumstances
of his death exhjbit an impressive memorial of the Scripture declaration, that
man’s “days are determined, the number of his months are with God, he
has appointed bounds which Le cannot pass,” and anew reiterate the inspired
warning, “ Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not of, the Son
of man cometh.” But, while we speak of the circumstances as melancholy,
we may consider, on the other hand, it as a pleasing circumstance that his
last earthly employment was in the services of the sanctuary. How other-
wise would the christian wish to be employed, when the Master comes, than
in praying and praising in his courts below. And, now that he has finished
his earthly course, our prayer is that the Great Head of the Church may
raise up many such in that and in all our congregations.
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LATER INTELLIGENCE FROM
ANEITEUM.

Since our last, a letter has been re-
ceived from Mr Geddie, dated Nov. 10th,
1856, nearly a month later than was pre-
viously received. We give it entire in
the present No. Our readers, we are
syre, will be gratified at the continued
‘ayor vouchsafed to the Mission, and the
eficouraging prospects on neighboring
islands. = We also give the conclusion of
Mr Geddie’s letter of August 22nd, and
his letter of September 22nd, 1856. We
were in error in stating in our No. for
April, that extracts from Mr Geddie’s
Jjournal bad been received. These let-
ters were all that came to kand, and we
have thought it advisable to include the
whole of them in our present No., though
we have found it necessary, for that pur-

ose, to exclude almost every thing else,
ecause our next No. will be occupied
with the Synod, and we think it desir-
able that the whole should be before our
readers previous to the meeting of Synod.

LETTER OF 22ND AUGUST.
( Continued.)

STATE OF WORK ON MARE,
Our brethren on Mare appear to be
laboring with much devotedness, and
with some degree of success. I could
observe a great change in the appear-
ante-of the natives since my last visit to

Mare, before their arrival. The gospel
by Mark is now printed in the language
of the island, and many are able to read
the word of God in their own tongue.
Churches bave been formed at each of
the two stations, and the conduct of the
members is very satisfactory. Messrs.
Creagh and Jones are of opinion that not
more than one-third of the population
have embraced Christianity, and that the
remainder are still living in all the dark-
ness of heathenism. The Christian par
ty make many efforts to spread the gos-
pel among their benighted countrymen,

but they will not listen to the word of
God. Many declare their determination

to live and die in their present darkness.

But the opposition to Christianity is con-

fined, in a great measure, to the chiefs

rather than the people, as many of the

latter are tired of heathenism and long

for something better, but dare not avow

their convictions. The days of heathen-

ism are, however, numbered on Mare,

and the word of God will, at no distan$

period, triumph.

BURNING OF MR.CREAGH'S HOUSE.

During our stay at Mare the dwelling
house of Mr Creagh was burnt down.
He was at Mr Jones's station when the
event took place. As soonas word was
sent to him he left for his station and I
accompanied him. The distance isabout
12 miles, and the road lay over a level
bu barren country, without hill or valley
to break the monotory. How unlike the
New Hebrides where the islands appear
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to be formed of mountains thrown toge-’
ther in the most romantic confusion. The
day was fine and at one part of the road
we bada view of New Caledonia in the
distance and several of the Loyalty Is-
lands. 'We were glad to find on reach-
ing our destination that Mr Creagh’s loss
was not so great as he expected. The
natives by great exertion saved the most
of hig clothes and books, &c. The cause
of the fire is involved in mystery. It
could scarcely have been the result of ac-
cident, as the house was shut up at the
time, and there was no fire on the pre-
mises. The general opinion appeared to
be that it was the work of an incendiary.
The heathen were not suspected, as none
live near the place,and could scarcely
have come on such an errand without be-
ing seen. Itis more than probable that
the deed was done by some person living
in the neighbourhood impatient of the
restraints of Christianity. I embraced
the opportunity while at Mr Creagh’s
station of visiting the graves of Mrs
Creaghi and Mr Nihil, both of whom bave
died at the very commencement of their
missionary career and both of whom gave
promise of becoming useful labourers in
the cause of God in these dark islands.
RETURN TO ANEITEUM.

After spending ten days on Jdlare,
Captain Abbey who had gone to the Isle
of Pines called for usand brought us back
to Aneiteum. Mrs Geddie’s health has
been much improved by the change of
air, and at this date is quite restored. Mr
Creagh, at our request, accompanied us
to. Aneiteum. We were of opinion that
a visit to this island would be beneficial
to-him. Xe has been here about four
weeks and expects to return to his own
island when an opportanity occurs. We
have had much agreeable intercourse
with him and esteem him rauch.

DESCRIPTION OF MARE.

The island of Mare lies to the S. W.
of Aneiteum, distance about 120 miles.
The formation of the island is singular,
being coraline with a thin sprinkling of
earth, It islaw, level, and thinly wood-
cd. In-several places there is a lower
ridge of Jand by the sea-shore,and this
narrow ridge which is in general cover-
ed with cocoa-nut trees isthe place where
the natives live. The ascent fiom this
Jower ground to the table land above is
perpendicular and can only be ascended
at-certain places, The island abounds
with caves:of all sizes and every fona.

June-

The desd'are deposited in these caves, as
there is no depth of seil in which.to bury
them. I visited several of these natural
sepulchres in the immediate rear of Mr
Jones’ premises and saw in them buman
bones innumerable. The only soil fit
for cultivation is in the interior of the is-
land, and many of the natives walk ten
or twelve miles to their plantations.
They usually spend two or three days
in the week at their working ground,
and the remainder of their time at home.
The distance of their plantations ren-
ders their attendance at school very ir-
reaular, of which the missionaries com-

lain, but which they cannot prevent.
The ground near the shore is rough and:
full of pits and rents which makes walk-
ing unpleasant and in many places un-
sate. There are no springs of water on
the island, nor any rurning stream, but
there are_many natural pits in which
water collects at certain states of the
tide, which is blackish and unpleasant.
As water is scarce the juice of the young
cocoa-nut is used for drink and also the
rain which collects in the hollows of
rocks. The chiefs of the island possess
great power. They are the proprietors
of the soii and the natives work for them
and give them food as tribute. Their
word is law,and the power of life and
death is in their hands. The people at
large are in a very abject condition,and
among the heathen both sexes go naked.
But now that the work of evangelization
has been successfully begun, we may an-
ticipate with confidence the day when
the natives of Mare shall sit at the feet
of Jesus “clothed and in their right
mind.”

FRENCI. AGGRESSION.

Mare and the other islands of Loyalty
group are now French territory. They
have not indeed been visited by any
French ship of war, but foreigners have
been prohibited by the French authori-
ties from selling ardent spirits and fire-
arms to the natives, from which it ap-
pears that they claim a jurisdiction over
them. They regard them probably as
dependencies of New Caledonia, which,
however, is not the case, for there is no
political connexion between them, and
the languages of the people are entirely
distinet.  French aggressionin the Pa-
cific islands has hitherto been unfavora-
ble to protestant missionary dperations.

VESSELS VISITING ANEITEUHM.
Our littleisland this year has been vi-
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sited by more vessels than usual For
the last four years we have had few ar-
rivals, for which we cannot be too thank-
ful, as we have been unmolested in our
work. The subsiding of the gold ex-
citement in the Australian Colonies,and
an increased demand for sandal-wood in
China, has again brought a number of
vessels to these islands in search of the
latter article. The most of the wood is
now collected at Espirito Santo the
largest and most northerly island of the
group and brought to Anciteum, where
1t is deposited until it can be shipped to
China. The island of Espirito Santo
seems to present an inviting field for
missionary operations. I have conversed
with captains trading there and their ac-
count is very favourable. The natives
are docile and fighting is unfrequent
amoug them. They are more diminu-
tive than the natives in the more south-
ren islands of the group, and are in a
low state of degradation. They practise
cannabalism,but whether they eat friends
as wells as enemies is not known. They
manufacture a kind of pottery which, I
understand, is also made on the Feejees
and New Caledonia. White men land
on the island without fear and in no in-
stance has injury been done to them.
These remarks apply to the west side of
the island as little is yet known
about the east. The climate is said to
be very unhealthy, and there has been
much mortality among the vessels’ crews
trading at the island.  How desirable to
commence the work of evangelization on
such an island whken the natives are so
friendly to white men ; but alas! where
are the men to be found ?

VISIT OF BISHOP OF NEW ZEALAND.

The Bishop of NewZealand visited this
island during my absence at Mare. He
was on his way to the Solomon and other
islands and was accompanied by the
Rev Mr Patterson a clergyman who bas
come to assist him in his missionary ope-
rations. Mr Inglis came to my station
when the Bishop was here and had agree-',
able and friendly intercourse with him.”
He intends to call at this island on bis
voyage homewards and we look daily for
his arrival. Ile has made arrangements
to take from Auneiteum a quantity of
cocoa-nuts, bread fruit plants, bananas,
&e., to plant in Norfolk island. This
island was uatil recently a convict set-
tlement, but it has now been given up
by the British Government to the Pit-
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cairn islanders who have been removed
to it from their own island which is now
too small to support its increasing popu-
lation. The inhabitants of Pitcairn’sisl-
and, as you are aware, are the descend-
ents of the mutineers of the * Bounty.”
The Bishop intends to form a Missionary
school on Norfolk Isiand for the natives
whom he may take from the islands visi-
ted by him. The climate of New Zea-
land has been found too cold for the na-
tives of these islands and many have
died there. The Bishop’s plan of evan-
gelization, which has bitherto been to
take natives from heathen islands and
endeavor to impart religious instruction
through the English language has not
been attended with much success; and
the plan of sending native teachers alone
to evangelize heathen islands seems
nearly as objectionable. Both plansare
useful as auxiliaries to something more
perfect. Butif ever these islands are
evangelized, missionaries must lead in
the work and bear the burden of it. This
subject cannot be too much impressed on
those who have the direction ot missions,
as the work of evangelization has not 1
fear advanced on these islands, by too
much dependence on means unfitted for
theend. In making this statement I
express the opinion of all missionary
brethren with whom I have conversed on
the subject. Qur Lord’s commission to
his servants is, “ Go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture,” and no scheme should be allowed
to supersede this.

PROPNSAL TO SEND MECHANICS.

From a number of the Aissionary Re-
gister which reached me a few months
ago, I am led to infer that you intend to
send pious mechanics to aid in the mis-
sionary work, if suitable men can be
found. None, I think, should be sent to
these islands, at the present time, but or-
dained missionaries. This is also the
opinion of my esteemed fellow-laborer,
Mr Inglis. and of other missionary breth-
ren with whom I have conversed on the
subject of lay agency. For some rea-
son or other, lay agency on these islands
has not realized the expectations of the
friends of missions, though the experi-
ment has been fairly made. The Lon-
don Missionary Society, as far as Iam
aware, has not any lay agents on the
islands which it occupics, though: these
were at one time numerous. Itisa mis~
taken idea which many persons & home
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entertain, that a man who can plane a
board or gorge an axe is likely to find 2
readier access to the heart of a savage
than the christian minister who makes
known to him the “ unsearchable riches
of Christ.” Send the best men that the
Church can spare, and if they are pos-
sessed of attaimments which cause them
to excel at home, they are almost sure to
be eminently and extensively useful here.
But while I write thus, I beg to assure
you that if any mechanics or teachers
have been appointed by you to aid in the
missionary work, we shall welcome them
as brethren, and do what we can to pro-
mote their comfort and usefulness.

DESIRE FOR MORE MISSIONARIES,

I regret to learn that your long-con-
tinued appeal for help for these islands
has not been more successful. How sad
to think that Mr Gordon comes alone,
when the Church is prepared to support
at least one more laborer in the mission
field. This matter is very serious, and
may well cause us to tremble for the per-
manency of the work to which we have
solemnly pledged ourselves. Does our
Church furnish no young man who, when
God says: ¢ Whom shall T send, and
who will go for us,” is ready to answer:
“ Here am I, send me ?”  The responsi-
bility of becoming a missionary to the
heathen seems, to many persons, so great,
that they dare not undertake it,and this
perhaps is the reason why some who
might be expecied to engage in it de-
ciine. But it ought not to be forgotten
that the responsibility of declining, when
the heathen loudly call for help, is equal-
ly great. Have my younger brethren in
the ministry such reasons for remaining
at home, as will exempt them from the
cuilt of being accessory to the ruin of the
heathen in these islands who are going
down to perdition because noman cared
for their souls ?

CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS.

You will learn from this letter that we
kave much cause for thankfulness to
God. He has given us strength for His
service, and inclined the bearts of many
of these islanders to receive His Word.
His past goodness ought to encourage us
to more devoted exertion for the further-
ance of His cause. Let all our efforts in
the cause of God be conducted in hum-
ble dependence on Him. To lean on
our own wisdom and strength is to dis-
horor Him and forfeit every claim to His
Vessing. It is only when we feel *hat
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we are dependent creatures that He will
owr our labors and bless them.

I must now close thislong letter. Let
me solicit your prayers in behalf of all
engaged in the mission. May yonr in-
terest in the extension of the gospel ne-
ver decline until the earth shall be * full
of the knowledge of the Lord as the wa-
ters cover the sea.”

I remain yours, very sincerely,
JOHN GEDDIE.
To the Board of Foreign
Missions of P. C. of N.S.

ANEITEUM, NEW HEBRIDES,
Sept. 22nd, 1856.
My Dear BROTHER,—

I beg to inform you that the missing
cases sent by the “Sydney” to Melbourne
have at last come to hand. They reach-
ed this island in the month of April last.
The cause of their detention is fully ex-

lained in the inclosed letter from the
ev R. Hamilton of Melbourne to the
Rev Dr Ross of Sydney.  Isincerely re-
gret that so much expense has been in-
curred on them.
DETENTION OF MISSION GOO.)S.

I have also received a letter from the
Rev Dr Ross, from which I make the
following extract, which may be useful
for your future guidance: “ 1 have re-
ceived from Melbourne fourteen cases
addressed to you, which have been ly-
ing undiscovered for upwards of fwelve
months. 1 enclose for you a letter from
the Rev R. Hamilton, of that city, ex-
plaining the whole matter, as also the
charges which he has had to pay, amount-
ing to £25 7s. 6d., which, with 10s. pre-
mium paid to the Bank, I bave remitted
to him. Your Society will of course pay
this amount. The whole matter is very
scandalous, and which I hope you will
write to Nova Scotia about, and request
vour friends to mention in their Bill of
Lading the vessel they have sent by, and
the port to which she goes, as well as in-
form the gentlemen to whose care they
are sent directly of these particulars. 1
sent these cascs to Messrs. Towns & Co.,
who kindly said they would take charge
of them. I send them now by one of
their vessels, which will touch either at
the Isle of Pines or Aneiteum, and trust
you will get them safely.” The follow-
ing is the amount of expense incurred
on the boxes which Dr Ross has charged
in my account :—Paid Rev. R. Hamil-
ton, £25 7s. 6d.; paid premium to the
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Bank on the above sum, 10s.; Freight
from Melbourne to Sydney, &c., £10 1s.
6d.; whole amount, £35 19s.

DISTRIBUTION OF SUPPLIES.

The supplies so kindly furnished by
the friends of the cause we have endea-
voured to appropriate to the best advan-
tage. After repaying Mr Inglis for
clothing for teachers borrowed from him
last year, I have given our teachers on
this and the neighbowing islands a libe-
ral supply for the present year. I have
likewise purchased a piece of ground in
the vicinity of the Mission premises,
which now contain about four acres of
land in the most eligible part of our
beautiful harbour. I have also bought
about two hundred cocoa nut and bread
fruit trees at our out-stations, which will
add to the comfort of the teachers re-
siding at them. In addition to this, the
natives living on our premises, who now
exceed twenty in number, have been
comfortably and decently clothed. Pre-
sents have also been given to some of
the chiefs on this and the neighbouring
islands, and to other deserving natives.
To accomplish these objects a considera-
ble quantity of clothing has been given
away, but there is still a good supply on
hand to meet future demands.

It will be pleasing to the friends of the
cause at home to know that their con-
tributions of clothing, &c., has enabled
us to enlarge our operations to an ex-
tent that we could not have done with-
out them. There are on this island at
present twenty-two married and four
unmarried teachers supported entirely
by the contributions sent from home,
and also four families engaged in the
missionary work on the islands of Tana
and Fotuna. Mr Inglis supports about
the same number by contributions sent
to him from Scotland and New Zcaland.
I trust that this kind of aid to the Mis-
sion will be continued as long as it is
wanted. Ifa portion of the home made
cioth which you receive could be ex-
changed for shirts for teachers aad cot-
ton for women’s dresses the arrangement
would be advantageous.

COMMUXNION SERVICE

I beg to thank your Session, in the
name of our infant Church, for the Com-
munion Service. Iam sorry to say that
the cups were injured by some great
pressure on the cover of the box in which
they came. This donation to our Mis-
sion is truly acceptable. There are as-
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sociations connected with it which will
ever causc e to regard it as a precious
memorial. When used at our last Com-
munion I could not but think of the
Charch in which I was nurtured, the
Yastor whom 1 loved, and the time when

first partook of the symbols of our Sa-
viour’s dying love from this very Service.
I little thought at that time that it wonld
be my privilege to use it in administer-
ing the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper
to a Church formed from among the hea-
then.

PRINTING MATERIALS.

In your last letter you mention that a
sum of money has been collected for a
Printing Press and transmitted to the
London Missionary Society. Though a
good press has been furnished to the
Mission by friends in Scotlaad, our print-
ing department is still incomplete.  You
will best know our wants when I tell you
what we have received. Lastyear, along
with the press which came from Scot-
land, was sent a mould for making ink-
ing rollers and an ink table, and also a
donation of small but good type from Mr
Nelson of Edinburgh. An application
was made by Mr Inglis for a type of
large size, to print the New Testament,
and a font containing 250 1b. came to
hand this year, which I understand to
be also a donation from Mr Nelson of
Edinburgh. I enclose a specimen, from
which you will see that it isa very beau-
tiful and legible type, and the patives
are much delighted with it. But weare
still unfurnished with the articles con-
tained in the list which Isentyou. We
also require a font of smaller type for
generai purposes. And as our stock of
printing paper is expended we need an
additional supply for school books; the
paper we receive from the British and
Foreign Bible Society can only be used
for printing the Scriptures. Mr Inglis
end I have just sentan order to the Rev
Dr Goold, of Edinburgh, for the font of
type and other printing materials re-

uired, which we estimate will cost about
224 sterling, and hence I have drawn
an order in his favour on the Treasurer
of the London Missionary Society for
this amount. I have also sent an order
to Pr Tidman for ten reams of printing
paper.
SAMOAN TEACHERS.

You are aware that we have some
Samoan teacherson thisistand. At pre-
sent there are four, two of whom reside,
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in Mr Inglis’ district, and two in my
own. It is the intention of two of them
to return to Samoa by the « John Wil-
liams.” With the exceptior of the Sa-
moans on this island, and o1e in Erro-
manga, there are no teacher from East-
ern Polynesia on the New tlebrides is-
lands. At one time they were numer-

-ous, but they have eitker died or becn

killed, or haveleft on account of sickness.
Their sufferings on these islands, of va-
rious kinds, bave been very great. Mr
Inglis and 1 wrote to our brethren on
Samoa Jast year and requested them,
from motives of humanity, to send no
more teachers to these islands unless
they come accompanied by missionaries
to watch them in their sickness and ldad
them in their work.

PRESENTS TO THE CHIEFS.

During a recent visit to Mr Inglis, I
had the honor, in conjunction with him,
of presenting to each of the chiefs of this
island a beautiful red shirt, the gift of
ladies ip Scotland. The present was
given as an expression of the satisfaction
of the danor for a law passed by our
chiefs to prevent the sale of native women
for licentious purposes. 1 enclose a copy
of the Jaw, which may interest you. The
presentation was a scene worthy of the
artist’s pencil. We met in the Church,
as being the most convenient place for
ourpurpose. Mr Creagh from Mare was
with us on the occasion. DMMr Inglis and
I bad previously written the names of the
chiefs in our respective destricts. We
read a name alternately from our lists,
and as each man’s name was announced,
he came forward to the platform where
we stood and Mr Creagh banded him a
shirt. About 50 shirts were distributed
in this way. Our chiefs were much
pleased wita the present,but more pleased
that their conduct in passing so salutary
a law was noticed by fricads so distant.
T feel glad at what the ladies in Scotland
have done, a< ] am sure the moral effect
on this istand will be good. Whatever
becomes of other laws, the act which has
elicited such satisfaction in Beretania will
never become a dead letter in Anciteum
while the present chiefs rule in the land.
As far as I am aware, only one instance
has occurred in which the act, by a large
interpretation of it, has been violated.
The guilty party, a woman, as a punish-
ment, was banished to another part of the
island, with aninjunction from the chiefs
never more to show her face at the har-
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bor. We have recently felt the benefi-
cial effects of the law in the case of a
Sydney whaler, now lying at anchor in
the harbor. The crow have been ranging
the island for miles around in search of
women, but have met with repulse eve-
rywhere. The property offered by them
as an inducement to sin has been thrown
at them by the indignant females. Such
a state of things is the result of civil le-
gislation, as well as of christian instruc-
tion. It would be unreasonable to ex-
pect, as a general rule, high moral feel-
ing among a people where, a few years
ago, virtue was unknown. The mission-
aries are of course blamed for the pre-
sent state of things, and the poor sailors
go about uttering against us tbe most
awful curses.  We disregard, but lamenr,
this impotent rage. Bad as missionaries
are in the estimation of these reckless
men, they are the first to whom they re-
pair in their troubles. On board of this
vessel therc are three invalids, whom, by
request, I have visited, for which they
seen to be grateful. 1 have also succeed-
ed in distri:l’)uting five English and one
Chinese New Testament among the crew
—a most ruffian-looking set of men.

ANTI-TOBACCO MOVEMENT.

There is at present an anti-tobacco
movement on this island. The practice
of smoking is universal on the islands of
the Pacific which European vessels visit.
Awmong natives, especially, who in most
cases indulge in the practice without re-
straint, itisagreatevil. When the hab-
it is once formed, they seem to care httla
about instruction, clothing, or any thing
that is good and useful to them. Some
of our best natives, a considerable time
ago, convinced of the evil, gave up the
use of tobacco themselves, and persuaded
several of their conntrymen to do so also.
Mr Inglis and I approved of their con
duct, but left the matter, in agreat mea
sure, with the natives themselves.
bave witnessed, of late, so much of ths
evils of smoking in my own district,which
being at the harbor, 1s most exposed, tha
I bave felt it my duty toabandon a nen
tral position. Y began the work of refor
mation among the young men on my owt

remises, none of whom are now smokers

next spoke to my teachers on the sub
jeet, and was glad to find that, withous
exception, they were anti-tobacconists,
I afterwards brought the subject before
the Church members, and gave them dis-
tinctly to understand that their usirg
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tobacco would not subject them to any
-ecclesiastical discipline, yet strongly
arged them for their own sakes, and as
an example to others, to give itup; and
I am happy to add that they have com-
phed with the advice given without a
-dissenting voice. I last .of all sent the
Lhurch members to visit every village
in my district, and advise their country-
men to abandon a habit which experi-
-ence has shown to be a great barrier to
their religious and moral imprevement;
and the result has been, that the visiting
party have come home loaded with pipes
and tobacce. I design to visit Mr Inglis
in a few days, and will take along #ith
e the pipes and tobacco collected in
any district. And when the natives on
his side of the island see avhat has been
.done here, the habit of smoking, I doubt
wot, will be almast entirely abolished on
Aneiteum in a few weeks. QOur natives
will do any thing that we tell them, pro-
vided we give them good reason for our
.advice, and in the present instance we
have only to point to the persons who
aeglect our schools, disregard the ardi-
nances of religion, go about with little
<clothing or perhaps none at all, and leave
their families to.embark in vessels to go
they know met where; and tell them
these are the tobacco-smokers, and this
is enough. It is more than probable that
many will again smoke, especially if ex-
posed to temptation; but in the mean
time the evil bas received a salatary
check. I may add that some of our
brethren on the Eastern Islands will not
admit persons to Church membership
avho use tobacco.

NEW PRIXTING OFFICE.

“The nativesare busy at present making
amnew printing office. It is a building
forty feet long %y fourteen wide and con-
tains three rooms. It is 2 framed house
and stands some distance from the ground
on a wall of stone. It is floored 2nd well
ventilated below. The building now
used as a printing office has a plastered
floor, which makes it damp and un-
healthy for the natives. I have hitherto
<mployed four matives in the printing
de{;artment. who work for three and a
half hours daily for five days in the weck.
-Besides this, they attend scheol twice
every day and also prepare their lessons
at home. I fear, however, that they
have too much todo. Natives who have
Jbeen unaccustomed to restraint and con-
$Snement, can bear but little of either. I
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have lately appointed my best printer to
the charge of a school on account of fail-
ing health, #nd since he left the employ-
ment he has hecome guite robust again.
The second best band is now an invalid,
but he is not seriously ill. The work at
present is carried on by two young boys.
The natives seem very fond of the busi-
ness, and would gladly work more hours
than Iallow. They will, I hope, enjoy
their health better in the ncew building.
Iintend to limit their labour to 8 hours
a day and cmpley more hands.  The na-
tivesnow do all the printing themselves
with the exception of correcting the
press.
CTONCLUSION.

1 am glad to inform you of our con-
tinued welfare. By the goodness of God
we have health and abundauce of work.
Every day increases our interest in the
natives, and they seem to appreciate the
efforts made for their good. Many a
heart on Aneiteum feels grateful to you
for sending the Word of Life to this
dark and degraded island.

Inow conclude my letter, soliciting for
myself, and all engaged in the work, an
interest in your prayers.

I remain, very sincerely,
Yours, &e.,
JOHN GEDBDIE.
Rev J. Bayne, Sec. to Board
of F. Miss. of P. C.of N.S. }

INTAS ALEP
O ILPU ATIMI ALUPAS ANEITEUM.
Intas alep vai ipu takata.
1.
Intas alep ineigki is asaig a Nohoat, im
Karahed, im Nemet, im Viali, im Paulo,
im Topoe, im Abraham, im Nimtiwan,
im Napolos, im Neijiv, im Luka, im
Yamtia, im Tavita, im lep hal ra ilpu
atimi alupas Aneciteum, anli neom alai-

galeni  Aneclicauhat, an aadiat 10, an

mohec Julai, irai yier 1854: nikavaig,
Et itaup par altai ilpn takata imi nup
irai tak apece im leh nimtan: El etago
nedo hasineigki tah ratimi etpa atiganréi
nimtan ehelen a natimi alupas esjilid an
nuarin pece 6 un, um atnamud an nubup
6 atimi asega.
(Erglisk translation. )

This law was enacted by Nokoat, Eara-
bed, Nemet, Viali, Paulo, Topoe, Abra-
ham, Nimtiwan, Napolos, Neijiv, Luka,
Yamtiu Tavita and other chiefs of Anei-
teum, in the church.at Aneligaubat, en
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the tenth day of July 1854: namely:
It is unlawful to sell women to men of
other lands: and if any person is guilty
of this crime, the chief of his district
_shall seize the payment and burn it pub-
licly.

Axerczci, NEw HEBRIDES,
Nov. 10th, 1856.
Rev. anp DeAR Sir,—

1 have no letters from you of later
date than November 29th, 1854, Isent
a large package of letters to you by way
of China lagt month, which I hope you
will receive. I was sorry to learn from
the Rev Dr Ross that a number of let-
ters which I seat te Sydney in January
last lay. undiscovere. in a store there un-
til September: they are now on their
way to America, and will I hepe reach
you in safety. As I have so recently
and fully written to you about the mis-
sionary work on this island my allusion
toit at present will be brief.

PROGRESS OF THE WORK.

The cause of God advances as en-
couragingly as we could expect. The
measure of attention paid by the natives
to the means employed for their religi-
ous and moral improvement is cheering
{o us, and a matter of thankfulness to
God. On the approaching Sabbath the
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper will be
dispensed at my station. I hope this
day to administer the erdinance of bap-
tism to eighteen adulis and a number of
children.

PRINTING.

The last sheet of the Gospel by Mat-
thew was printed 2 few days ago. This
is the first entire portion of Scripture
which has issued from the Aneiteum
press. The'large and elegant type with
which it is printed gives the Aneiteum
version & pre-eminence over any other
version that has yet been printed in the
Pacificislands. The patives rejoice that
they now possess a portion of God’s holy
word in a form so clear and legible, and
that may be read with such comfort. I
send you a copy, which, to save postage,

oes unbound, but which you had better

ind for preservation. I intend to print
the Gospel by John as soon as we finish
a school book, the Book of Jonah and a
small Calander for 1857, now ready for
the press.

2IR. GORDOXN’S COMING.

‘We have learnt that the « John Wil-

liams” was to leave England in July for

-nary Register.
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these islands. She will no doubt be near
Sydney by this time. We entertained
‘a hope that Mr Gordon would have
reached Sydney in time to take a pas-
sage direct to Aneiteum before the hur-
ricane months, but the season is so far
advanced now that we have abandoned
that hope. A residence of a few months
on the island would have been advan-
tageous to Mr Gordon and extremely
gratifying toall the members of this Mis-
sion, but we must acquiesce in the ar-
rangements of God, over which we have
no control. Mr Gordon will now remain
in the “ Jobn Williams,” make the cir-
cuit of Eastern Polynesia, and reach
these islands mest probably about the
month of A ri} or May next year. In
tha mean time we are doing what we
can to prepare the way for the settle-
ment of M» Gordor on Tana. He will
1 think find many heartsopen to receive
him. He is about to enter on a field of
great importance and much promise. ¥
have in my possession a vocabulary and
grammar of the language of Tana pre-
pared by Rev Messrs. urser and Nis~
bet, who formerly resided there, which
will be of great service to him. I 100k
forward with gre * interest to the occa-
pation of Tana. kv sontains a popula-
tion of 10,000 souls. It is the most fer-
tile of the New Hebrides islands, the
largest yams perhaps in the world are
grown there. ~ The natives, thongh great
savages, are a fine race, and should the
cause of evangelization advance, by the
blessing of God, on that island, ¥ know
of no island in this greup mere likely to
send out neble bands of teachers to dif-
fuse the light of the gospel to the dark
regions beyond.
MISSION SCHOONER.

‘We have recently heard that the Mis-
sion Schooner “John Knox™ was being
built in Glasgow in May last. We pre-
sume that she is now on her way toSyd-
ney, and will long to hear of her safe ar-
rival there. We are now writing to Dr
Ross about ber, and giving him such in-
siructions as we are able about her safe
transmissjon o thisisland. We have re~
quested him to send her, ifpossible, about
the month of April, after the hurricane
season Is over. Ve are anxious to have
her here before the “John Williams™
arrives, as her presence would facilitate
our movements in the settfement of Mr
Gordon, &e. " I trust that the same gra-
cious Providence, which bhas thus far
prospered our-efforts-to obtain a vessel,.
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may open up the way for her safe trans-

mission to her destination.

We were surprised to learn that our
friends in Scotland had ordered the Mis-
sion Schooner to be built in Glasgow.—
Their activity and zeal in the mattor
has certainly relieved us of much anxie-
ty and trouble, and it is highly probable
that the vessel is much superior and more
complete than any that could have been
built in this part of the world. From
the dimensions given she appears to be
smaller thar we desired, but I have no
doubt but she will answer our purpose
well for years to come. We feel truly
grateful to our friends who have so libe-
rally responded to our appeal for a Mis-
sion Schooner. Itrust that her presence
in these dslands will facilitate and hasten
on their evangelization. Our little ves-
sel will require to be always well manned

-and navigated with caution among the
islands. She would form a noble prize
to the natives of some of the dark islands
of the group. On some of the islands
the natives have large canoes, which will
carry from thirty to forty warriors. But
I do not anticipate much danger with or-
dinary prudence.

Our natives rejoice at the prospect of
having a small nelgow alairgakent (veli-
gion §1ip). Many are now making great
efforts to learn the word of God them-
selves that they may become eligible
candidates for foreign service. We bave
not the same difficuity herein procuring
men to Jabour among the heathen that
you have. We have seldom to ask the
question * who will go for us,” but rather
“whom shall we send.” Our difficulty
lies not in finding, but in choosing, men,
~illing to labour in the dark islands
around us. The natives, since they have
received the gospel themselves, seem to
feel that they lie under solemn and sa-
cred obligations to extend it to others.

FOTUNA.

Our latest accounts from the neigh-
bouring islands are favourable. The
MMission boat visited Fotuna two weeks
ago. She bad a short but boisterous pas-
sage to thatisland. Qur object in send-
ing her was to carry two teachers there,
and bring home information about the
work on that island. The teachers on
Fotuna are well and the natives treat
them with kindness. The feeling in fa-
vour of christianity becomes more gene-
ral and many listen to the teachers with
attention. The chief Navaika, who vi-
sited this istand some months ago, is very
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strong, as the nalives say, for the word
of God. He goes about and talks to his
countrymen, and urges them to imitate
the Aneiteumese and abandon heathen-
ism. The teachers whom .we sent re-
cently are stationed at the place where
the Samoan teachers were killed some
years ago. The people are all heathen,
but they consented to receive them, tho”
they do not pledge themselves to receive
the word of God. Thisis quite as much
as we can reasonably expect. Oh fora
missionary for Fotuna.

TANA.

A vessel bas just come in from Tana
and brings good tidings of the teachers
there. The natives treat them with kind-~
ness. The teachers itinerate on the Sab-
bath day, and the people wherever they
go listen with attention to them. The
Tanese wish more teachers from this is-
land, but we have declined sending any
more until the * Jobn Williams” arrives,
and then we hope to send a good band
of them along with Mr Gordon. The
visit of the Tanese to this island a few
months ago, of which I have given anac-
countin a former letter, appears to have
been productive of great good. They
have seen with their own eyes that the
goslael brings temporal as well as_spiri-
tual advantages to those who receive it,

and that the Aneiteumese, instead of dy-
ing on account of the word of God, are
more vigorous, comfortable and bappy,
than they were in the days of heathen-
ism. There are at present seven Anei-
teum teachers on Tana, six of whomare
married men. The principal chief of
Port Resolution is still a heathen, but his
conduct is good to the teachers and he
respects the institutions of religion. The
Sabbath is observed by the natives,and,
though they do not spend it in seeking
the word of God, yet they abstain from
work and will not barter with ships on
that day. When a neighbouring tribe
wished to fight with the people at Port
Resolution Miaki, the chief, declined,
because fighting was opposed to the aew
religion.

ERROMANGA.

On the island of Erromanga there is
one Samoan teacher and one native of
Erromanga who spent some years at Sa-
moa. The natives appear to wish for
missionaries and the word of God. The
Erromangans though they bear a bad
name, are perhaps the miidest and most
docile natives in this part of the world.
If they have been guilty of some atroci~
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ties, the while savages who provoked
them are to blame. "The teacher writes
that a great work might be done on Er-
Tomanga were missionaries present to
carry it on. He mentions as induce-
ments to settle on that istand. 1st. The
natives do not steal the property of the
teacher however much exposed. 2nd.
The Erromangans do not entertain the
idea that christianity brings disease and
death, like most the islanders. 3rdly.
The natives have a great desire for mis-
sionaries. We sincerely .hope that mis-
sionaries for Erramanga may soon be
found as it presents an inviting field for
usefulness at the present time.
FATE.

We have not heard anything from'the
dark island of Fate for a long time. It
isonly 120 miles from Aneiteum, but
there is not any direct intercourse be-
tween the islands. Nearly all our infor-
mation about Fate since the ** John Wil-
liams” was here, is from the printed ac-
count of her voyage. We were grieved
to learn from it of the massacre of Pikik
and Kavarin two Raratongan teachers
and their wives and one child. Tkey
spent some time on this island, and we
were acquainted with them,and feel their
death the more. I was present at their
settlement on Fate,and along with Messrs
Murray and Sunderland accompanied
them on shore. The joy of the people
when the teachers were given to them
exceeded any thing that T had witnessed
on similar occasions. It appears, how-
ever, that only nineteen days after we
left them they were murdered and eaten
by the cruel savages! The heart of the
heathen is truly as treacherous as it is
dark.

OTHER ISLANDS.

The slands to the north of Fate which
comprise the principal part of this group
are numerous and some of them very
large. They have not yet been explored
by missionaries, but the sandal-woced tra-
ders give a good account of the natives.
According to them the inhabitants, or
most of them aremore genuine negroes
than those who occupy the southern isl-
ands of the group, where there has been
intermixture to some extent with the
Malayan race. They are diminutive
in size, and mild, timid and honest. On
the parts of Espirito Santo where san-
dal-wood is found, white men land and
trade with the natives, without appre-
hension or danger. Theclimate is how-
ever unhealthy.

The New Hebrides presents an invit-
ing field for the missionary operations of
any Church. There is an ample field
for usefulness here, and if darkness, de-
gradation and misery eatitle our: fellow-
creatures to sympathy, then no part of
the heathen world can present stronger
claims to christian benevolence than
these islanders. May God increase the
piety, generosity and devotedness of the
Churches engaged in their evangelizati-
on.

COLLECTIONS FOR SCHOONER.

In reference to the money collected
for the “ John Knox” Mr Inglishasbeen
informed that more than £370 sterling
has been collected in Scotland for this
object. A considerable sum has also
been made up in New Zealand with the
Eromise of doing more. It ishighly pro-

able that Mr Inglis will not have less
than £500 sterling for his share. As I
have not received any letter from Nova
Scotia since my appeal for aid to pur-
¢hase the mission schooner, I do not of
course know what has been done, but I
was glad to learn from a private letter
recetved by Mr Inalis, that you had sent
£150 to the Treasurer of the Lomdon
Missionary Society for the mission ves-
sel. The surplus of the mission schoo-
ner fund should be preserved to meet
the current expenses of the vessel, and
Mr Inglisand I are of opinion that a
portion of it might be wisely appropria-
ted to meet the expense of opening up
new islands for missionary operations.
We require for this object, as presents
to the chiefs, &e., a quantity of red shirts,
hatchets, fish-hooks, knives, looking-glass-
es, beads, &c. The articles usuaﬁy sent
to the mission would not be valued on
heathen islands, and therefore unsuita-
ble. Mr Inglisis about to send home
an order for the above mentioned arti-
cles to the value of about £80 sterling,
would you please transmit to Dr Bates
half thisamount as our share.

The mission families are all well at
thisdate. Our estcemed friends Mrand
Mrs Inglis are with us at present and
return to their own station to-morrow.
Let me solici? on bebalf of the mission
and all connected with it an interest in
your prayers.

1 remain,
Yours, very sincerely,
JOHN GEDDIE.

Rev J. Bayne, Sec. to Board
of F. Miss. of P. C.of N. 8.
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LETTER FROM REV. G. N. GOR-
DON.

SypxEY, NEW Sourit WALES,
January 26th, 1856.

We arrived at Melbourne on the 12th
of Decembier. 'We entered between the
heads of the harbor in the morning, and
gailed up Hobson's Bay about 30 miles,
where in the evening we anchored near
to the Yara, on the banks of which the
city of Melbourneis built.

Soon after we anchored in Hobson’s
Bay, the Rev Messrs. Howe and Sund-
erland came off to welcome us to Mel-
bourne, and made us acquainted with
the arrangements which they had made
for missionary services for the Sabbath
near at hand, and were consequently
very anxiously looking for the arrival of
the John Williams. We landed on the
following day, and remained two weeks
and three days between Melbourne and
Geelong—preaching and holding missi-
onary meetings in the Presbyterian and
Independent congregations, who have
resolved to hold a Union Prayer Meet-
ing quarterly on behalf of Polynesian
Missions, and to unite in the Foreign
Mission work—as far as practicable in
the present state of these Churches.
More than 2000 children, with their
teachers, from various Sabbath Schools
visited the John Williams before we left,
and received some good impressions,
which, no doubt, will last with good re-
sults when the ship isamong the things
that were. Lemonade, soda water, and
buns were provided for them. They
conducted themselves with much pro-
priety, and it was gratifying to hear
their infant voices rawsed zloft in cheer-
ing accents, when they got the first sight
of the ship for Jesus Christ.

A breakfast was provided for us on
the 31st, at which the Missionaries and
several Ministers present gave short ad-
dresses,—some of which were well suited
to teach the heart. Afterwardsasteamer
waited on us, and took us to our ship,
where we had to bid our friends at
Melbourne an affectionate ferewell.
Among our best friends were the Rev
Messrs Ballantyne and Miller.  Mr Mil-
ler was in times past a member of Pro-
fessor King’s congregation in Glasgow.
He was greatly pleased with what I re-
lated 1o him about your efforts for union
in Nova Scotia on those practical sub-
Jjects on whick they feel nere that all
should be united. Isethim to work, be-
fore we parted, in soliciting the ladies
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for their help in providing a box of cloth-
ing for us before the return of the Jokn
Williams, in which he engaged most
heartily.

We arrived safely at Sydney, in the
good Providence of God, after a passage
of six days from Hobson’s Bay, and were
quite charmed with the delightful scen-
ery on both sides of Port Jackson as we
sailed up to Sydney, which is sexen
miles from the entrance of the harbour.
The city is built on a delightful situati-
on, and has a very fine appearance from
the harbour and the elevated grounds
round about. Many of the houses in
the chief business streets are notmuch
inferior in appearance to those of the
West of London.

Since we came to Sydney we have
been engaged preaching and holding
meetings, as at Melbourne and Hobart
Town. Mr Howe isan important ad-
dition to the little missionary band. He
aud I have been to Maitland and New-
castle preaching and holding meetings
on behalf of Missions, and I enjoyed hi$
company very much. I trust we have
been the means of doing some -good in
the great cause of our Lord and Master
Jesus Christ in all these places.—We
bave all been engaged for two Sabbath
daysin and about Sydney preaching mis-
sionary sermons and addressing juvenile
meetings, besides attending to meetings
in different parts of the city during the
other days of the week,

The French are carrying on the work
of extirpation among the natives of New
Caledonia. They have more than 300
soldiers stationed, according to report,
and have asserted that they will take
possession of the Loyalty Islands. Al-
as! for the poor natives, where the
French obtain the rule over them des-
truction and misery follow in the train
ot their conquering car. And we need
not wonder at these things happening un-
der the French Government while the
natives of these Colonies bave been
slaughtered like wild beasts under the
Briuish rule, while inquisition for blood
has not been made. Suck crueltieshave
been perpetrated in Australia chiefly by

the convictsettlers. Some noble efforts,

however, bave been put forth by religious
Societies, aud latterly by the Government,
to better the condition of the ill-used ab-
orgines of these Colonies, but for the most
part they have been too spasmodie to se-
cure much success, Intemperance is
one of the greatest obstacles in the way
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of missionary success among them. Eu-
ropeans, in many settlements, have left
them in a much worse state than that in
which they found them. Inall the prin-
cipal settlements of Australia and Tas-
mania they are fast fading away before
the inifluence of the vices introduced
among them by nominal christians, “who
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ, for whom there remaineth noth-
ing in their present state but a certain
fearful looking for of judgment and fiery
indignation.”

Tt is impossible to form a just estimate
of the intellectual capacities of many of
the tribes of Australia by the tew degrad-
ed remnantsof some tribes which wan-
der about the principal seaport towns.—
T have been led to believe, on the best
of authority, that many of them are very
improveable, which isnot the popular
opmion.

The latest news from Western Pol{'-
nesia are very encouraging, especially
from the Loyalty Isiands.—Lifu, with a
population of 10,000, is already white
{o the harvest, and their Macedonian
cry for help is becoming intense. The
agents of tf;e London Missionary Socie-
ty have opened up a way of access to
100,000 heathen in Western Polynesia,
and the Churches here especially are
called in God's providence to arise and
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take possession in the name of the Lord.
Severa! influential friends of the Missi-
on cause are sanguine in relation to im-
Jportant results following our visit to the
Colonies at this time. I do not however
believe, from all I have learnt on the
subject of the union contemplated for
this work, that the Churches here are
yet prepared toenter into union, with
all t{:eir hearts, to promote this good
work. I would not be surprised to find
that the Presbyterian Churches will soon
form an organization of their own for
missionary work in Polynesia, till which
time they will contribute to the funds of
the London Missionary Society, as the
most efficient way in which they can for
the present help on the good work.

Igave preached to nearly as many
congregations in these Colonies since we
came to Australia as I did when visiting
congregations in Nova Scotia, besides
addressing numerous juvenile and adult
meetings on missionary subjects—a work
which I little contemplated when I left
my beloved friends in Halifax. I gave
a speech a few days ago, ata breakfast
meeting, in which I spoke of the condi-
tion of the aborginies of this country—
referring therh to your example in No-
va Scotia.

I remain dear sir,
Your’s truly,

G. N. GORDON.

United Presbyferian Missions.

JAMAICA.
GRAND CAYMANAS,
THE POWER OF DIVINE GRACE.

The following extractsare taken from
a letter of the Rev James Elmslie, dated
26th September 1836, addressed tothe
Rev. Henry Renton :—

Remarkable Scene at the Communion in
Bodden Town.—On the Sabbath we had
avery singular manifestation of thedi-
vine presence inthe midst of us. No-
thing remarkable took Place till we began
to commemorate the ueath of Christ.-—
After giving of thanks, I in general make
a few remarks before distributing the
elements of bread and wine. Isaid the
only subject which Iwould wishyouto
look to, upon the present occasion is
Jesus Christ,  Jesus says, Look unto me,
behold me, behold me. Think ir what

attitude he is placed before you. He s
standing with his arms widely extended
ready to receive you; not armsof pow-
erto dash you down to the place of woe,
butarms of mercy to save you. 1 said
again, Look to Jesuson the Crossjthere
you will sce him nailed to the accursed
tree, bleeding and dying for you. When
I had thus spoken, there came such a
a power along with the words, which was
like a shock of electricity, affecting the
whole body of the people. Indeed Imay
say 1 never saw such a movement in any
congregation,for both godly and ungodly
sighed arnd wept bitterly. Iheard some
sayingafter the service was over,thathard
must that heart be that was not melted by
the word to-day. One of the elders said
1o me what he felt tha: dayhe will not for-
get while in this world. D6 you not think
that this was the power of God making
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his own word to be like a fire, and
a hammer to break the flinty heart in
Fieces? T hope this sensation will not be
ike the morning cloud and the early dew
that passeth away.

Happy Death of a Negro Mother~—
JaneGordon,one of the members of Pros-
pect congregation, died on the 14th of
August last. Iam happy to inform you
thatshe gave satisfactory evidence that
she was united to Christ by a trueand
living faith ; in consequence of this, her
“latter end was peace.” She died in
consequence of u swellingin her right
side. The disease spread rapidly, till
both her breasts were affected ; and after
suffering for the space of five weeks,
mortification took place, which termin-
ated in death. 1 visited her several
times during her affliction, but was un-
able to be present during her last ill-
ness, on account of fever and a bad
cold that we all had at that time. When
she saw that death wasatnogreat distance,
she sent for me to come and sce her.
When she heard tbat I was unable to
come and see her she appeared disa-
pointed, and said, * X wished to see my
dear pastor, who was the means of lead-
ing me to the light, but I must be con-
tent” As I had notthe pleasure of
hearing her dying words, I requested
the elders of Prospect to give me an
accountof some of them. The day before
her death Wm. T—— inquired howshe
was. She said, * Iam fast going to my
long home.” He said to ber again,
“What is your hope for eternity ?” ~ She
said, “ My hope is not of the false kind;
all my hope is placed upon Jesus Christ,
the sure foundation laid in Zioo.” He
said,* What is the only thing you would
wish to obtain ; i it to be free from pain?”
She said, “ I wish to sleep in Jesus; I
am longing to de?art and be with
Christ.” Hesaid, “ Whatare you thinking
about your children whom you are going
toleave behind you?” Shesaid," I have
committed them all into the hand of God,
who isable to take care of them. Ifany of
the Memberssee any of my motherless
children going out of the way, speak to
them. Iam nothingnow inthisworld;fain
would I now leave this vain and weary
world to sleep in deathand restin God;”
She requested some of the bystanders
to call her son Thomas to come and
speak to ker. He came to her, and she
said “ My dear son, your mother is not
to remain in this world with you an
more ; I must now go to the world of spi-
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rits. T know you are & boy of a very
stout heart. You must pray tothe Lord
that he may break in upon your wicked
beart,and you must study to be faithful
to your heavenly Fatherand also to your
earthly father. Love toread your Bible,
and live a holy life, for without holiness
no man shall see the Lord. She said to
her two eldest daughters, ¢ Tam going to
leave you, and you must take my place
in this house; pray that the Lord may
bless you and direct you in the right
way.” She had a daughter before she was
married, who wasvery ill-bebaved, and
on that acconnt she put her away from
her house. When her mother was near
death, she came to see her. Hermother
said to her, « You are a bad girl ; but if
you repent of your sins, and turn to the
Lord with your whole heart,I will for-
giveyou.” She was compelled to bow
beiore ber, and craved her forgiveness
and promised amendment of life for the
time to come. Whenshesaw so many
of her friends and relations standing a-
round her dying couch, she said to them,
¢ Whatgood can you do for mne now? you
cannot hold me back nor deliver me. But
1 knowin whom I have belived,and whom
Ilean upon in thisdreadful hour.” She
said, “I'think I see angels waiting to car-
ry me away to the world above.” A it~
t\}; before herdeath she called all her chil-
dren to her bedside, and entreated them
to be obedient and kind to their father,to
keep up the worship of God in the family,
to love the Sabbath and keep it holy, to
love the Bibleand read it.to attend to the
Sabbath school, to hear the gospel, and
attend to the good advices of every relati-
on and friend. This advice was given
with so much affection as would have
melted the hardest heart. Even harden-
ed sinners were made tofeclas well as
the godly. She said all the traths of the
gospel that were hard and dark to her
mind were now plain and clear to heras
the pure light. One asked her,  What
is the grund of your hope for pardon and
acceptance in the sight of God ¥ She said,
#The blood of Jesus washes away my
sins, Jususisall my hope for entering
heaven.” Sheexpressed sucha sincere
and longing desire to depart and sieep
with Jesus as deeply affected all present.
But she said, “ T am willing to stay or go,
as my Master pleases ; but when I do go,
1 hope to give in my account with joy and
not with grief.” She said before her
death, ¢ Jesus is alimy hope ; I am'wait-
ing patiently the hour of departure.”
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Saon after this she fell asleep in Jesus.
“ Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth ; yea saith the Spi-
rit, that they may rest from their labours,
and their works do follow them.” Dear
brother, Thope you willjoin with mein
saying that there is nothing but the grace
of God that can qualify a poor black illi-
terate person to give utterance to such
sublime sentiments in the very prospect
of immediately appearing before the aw-
fal teibunal of God ! Such an instance

June.

of the power of divine grace has a ton-
dency to cheer and support us under the
various trials and discouragements which
we are meeting with in this cloudy and
dark day. O for more grace to enable
me to be more faithful in the discharge
of those important duties which devolve
upon me ! How encouraging the promise,
« As thy day, so shall thy strength be;
« My grace is sufficient, for thee, my
strength is made perfect in weakness.”

Rews of, the Church.

PrisBYTERY OF P1cTou.—ThePres-
bytery of Pictou,met in PrinceSt.Church,
Pictou, on Tuesday 12th May, when Mr
George Ruddick, student of divinity, de-
livered a lecture on Psalm 110th,a ser-
monon Rev. xxii. 17,and an exercise with
additions on Mat. xviii. 20. He was
also examined in Hebrew, Greek, Church
History and Theology. with entire satis-
faction of the Presbytery, when the
question was put, proceed to license or
not, when it carried unanimously pro-
ceed. The questionsof the formula hav-
ing been put and duly answered, the
Moderator after prayer, as the mouth of
the Presbytery and in the name of the
Great Head of the Church solemnly li-
censed kim to preach the Nverlasting
Gospel, and then tendered him suitable
exhortations regarding the work upon
which he is entering.

PrESBYTERY OF TRURO.—This Pres-
bytery, as had been appointed, met at
the Folly, Upper Londonderry, on Tues-
day, the 12th inst., at 11 o'clock, fore-
noon. Mor. John Currie, who had been
appointed to preach, being unable to at-
tend, owing to the state of his health,
the Rev. Daniel M’Curdy delivered an
appropriate and impressive sermon from
Num. x. 29. There was Ilaid on the
table a call from the corgregation of
Middle Stewiacke and Brookfield ad-
dressed to Mr Curric. This call was
laid aside, Mr -Currie having expressed
his-intention to accept one from Mait-
land. Mr Jobn Putnam, from Middle
Stewiacke, coming forward, stated that
the congregation, anticipating the action
of the Presbytery, had appointed him
commissioner to appear at that meeting
and lay onthe table a petition, praying

the Reverend Court to appoint one of
their number again to moderate ina call
for one to become their pastor, This
was readily granted, and the Rev Pro-
fessor Smith appointed so to moderate
on Tuesday the 26th inst.,at 11 o’clock,
forenoon, This isa new congregation,
organized about eight months ago, Mid-
dle Stewiacke having been disjoined
from Mr Smith’s congregation andBrook-
field from Mr Baxter’s. In their former
connection the two sections paid only
£70 for the support of ordinances.
When formed into a new congregation
the Presbytery urged upon them, if
possible to raise £140 as salary for a
mmister. They appeared by commiss-
ionersat a subsequent meeting of Pres-
bytery,and stated that at a meeting of the
congregation, it had been resoived that
£140 could not maintain a minister,
that they could not offer less than £150,
and that, altho’ a small struggling con-
gregation, they bad made promise’ to
raise such a sum. They bave, notwith-
standing,been already twice disappointed
in the object of their choice; but it is
earnestly hoped they will not be so a
third time. The Presbytery also heard
with much sorrow and sympathy that the
congregation of Economy and Five Ts-
lands had likewise been disappointed a
second time. This congregation has,
during the last five years, been passing
through one continued series of trials.
After being vacant about a year their
hopes were raised by baving the Rev -
James Thompson scitled among them.
It however pleased the Master tolay his
hand upon his young servant, who, after
strugaling under ill health about eight-
een months, was obliged to demit the
charge. Ile was for sometime unable
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to perform all the labours devolving on
him, yet the congregation paid him in
full before leaving, with some additional
substantial tokens of respect. They had
not been long vacant when they were
visited by the agents of such as every-
where display a greater desire to steal
out of the folds of others, than te go
out into the wilderness after the lost
sheep and reclaim such as are in their
wild condition. These,not satisfied with
labouring publicly in the place, went
from house to house among the people,
who had been deprived of their pastor,
striving to lead them away from the
stmplicity of faith, but werein all cases
received kindly, heard patiently, and
allowed to depart in peace. In course
of time, applying for a moderation,
they intimated that, although they had
formerly paid only £100 salary, that had
now arranged topay £150. We were
not a little surprised at this, having
heard congregations twice as large com-
plain of not being able to raise that
amount ; but on seeing their subserip-
tion paper we found or it sums from
£3 to £5, when persons in like circum-
stances in these other congregations rec-
koned they were doing well when pay-
™ 1hg%s many doilars.  They have never-
theless been twice disappointed. May
the Head of the Church keep them
from despairing and in his own good
time give a pastor according to his awn
heart to this congregation, which has
thus io various ways shown an amount
of christain principle surpassing that of
of many that are less tried and more
favoured. Nexs meeting of Presbytery
is appointed to be held at Masstown on
Tuesday, June 2nd, at 11 o’clock, fore-
noon.—Com.

Pressyrery or Harnmrax.—The
Presbytery of Halifax met at Newport
on Tuesday the 16th ult., to consider and
decide on an application from the con-
gregation of that place for a disjunction
trom the congregation of Windsor, with
the intention of calling and supporting a
Pastor for themselves. TheRev J. Me-
Lean preached a suitable discourse to the
large audience which wasin attendance.
On'inguiry it was found that nearly all
| the preliminary arrangements has been
B attended to. The congrezation of Wind-
§ sor, inclnding St'Croix were ofopinion
# that they could support.a Minister, and
g expressed. their desire to retain theservi-

%
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congregation had also made similar ar-
rangements. No objection was offered
by Pastor or Session, provided the sepa-
ration was regularly and barmoniously
effected, and proper regard shown to ex-
isting financial arrangements with the
Pastor. The separation was then grant-
ed, to take cffect at the close of the con-
aregational year, which will be the month
of October, by which time it is expected
that pecuniary matters will be satisfacto-
rily arranged.

An interesting report of missionary
services by Mr A. Cameron, Preacher, in
Annapolis, Bridgetown, and Cape Sable
Island, was read and approved.

Mr R. Grant was appointed for one
Sabbath to Rawdon, and for six Sabbaths
to Cape Sable Island.

Rev. P. G. McGregor was appointed to
supply the Annapolis congregation, and
to preach at Bridgetown, in answer to an
application, which was laid before the
Presbytery, respectably signed, to be ab-
sent three Sabbaths, and his pulpit to be
supplied for two Sobbaths, by Rev J. Mc-
lean and Rev. J. Cameron.

The Presbytery adjourned to meet in
Trure on the .Fourth Tuesday of June

Rotices, Acknowledgmenis,&e

To AGERTS AxD. SUBSCRIBERS.—We
would carnestly ‘i'equest that our Agents
and Subscribers would be prepared at the
meeting of Synod to pay into the hand of
the Agent or to the Synod’s Treasurer the
amouut of subseriptions due for the In-
structor and Register. They will have a
favorable opportunity of forwarding the
amount by their ininisters or elders coming
to Synod. Ministers are requested 10 use
their exertions that the amount due in their
respective congregations be forthcoming,
By the account published last month, it will
be seen that there is a considerable amount
due for last year. Itis to the discredit of
the parties that this should be so. We
hope therefore that they will not allow it
to continue.

The Synod of the Presbyterian Church
of Nova ‘Scotia will meet (12.V.) in Trure
oun Tuesday, 23rd June, at 11 o’clock, A.
M. Sermon by Rev George Walker, re-
tiring Moderator.

The Treasurer of the Mission Education
Tunt scknowledges the receipt of the tol-
lowing-sums :—

Alex Frazer. Esq. N Glasgow £0 10 5

Mrs James Redpath, Curribioo 3 1%

Prince-st Sabbath School, Picton 2 10‘“0- N

B ces of their present Pastor. The Newpord " . Xhe Committee of Bills and Overtyres. 3
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will meet at James’ Place, New Glasgow,
on Tuesday, 16th instant, at 11 A.M. All
papers intended to bo laid before the en-
suing meeting of Synnd mast be vorwarded
before this date, unless special reasons can
be assigned to the satisfaction of the com-
mitiee. '
Jaues Barxe, Convener.

Please report in Register as below :—
Towards the eduacation of Miss

Lucy Geddie, per Rev John

McCurdy, from four Sabbath

Schools in his congregation £3 14 9
Per do for do from A. Rainey’s

children, Bathurst 2 9

317 6

The Rev Samuel Johnson gratefully
acknowledges the receipt, per the Rev
John McCurdy, of £3 0s 6dJ towards li-
quidating debt on the new Church at Har-
vey.

Erratuir.—In notice of contributions
from Prince Street Sabbath School, con-
tained in last No., read, proeceds of mis-
sionary meeting, &c, for missionary schr
“John Knox,” £18 153

Account of monies received by Treasurer
from 20th April to 20th May, 1857 :—
Foreign Mission.
BMay 1. Evangelical Sociot Fish
Pools £33 0 0
5, Bequest of the late Mrs
Archibald Fraser, Fish-
er's Graot 1
* Juvenile Miss'y Society,
Jarmes’ Church, N. Glas. 7
¢ Miss Mary Begg, M. Riv. 2
18. Mrs R. McNaughton
% Joseph McNaughton
“ Isaac McNaughton
“ Samuel McNaughton
4 James McCallum Esq,
Covehead, P. E. Island 17 12
Collect’n taken in Prince
Street Church, Pictou 17 9
Seminary.
William Mathescn, Esq 10 0
Home Mission.
Primitive Church, N. G. 18 2

[ - RS N~ ) [~

20.

0
5
0
6
6
6
6
6
38
18. 0
9

Robert Smith, Truro, acknowledges the
receipt of the following :—
Foreign Mission.
Rev Mr Wylie's congregation,
Lower Londonderry £12 17 10
Miss Sophia Davison, 2 yards

cloth, value 3 0
Widow James Hill, Economy,
4 yards cloth 8 o
MrsgJohn J. Davison and Miss
Rebecca M. Davison, 4 yds
i cloth R
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June
A Fricend, Great Village, 8 yds
cloth 4+ 6
Upper & tlement, Bass River,
20 varus cloth 110 0
Mrs James Fulton, Bass River,
8 yards print 4 0

The above from Mr Wylic's congregation,
Mrs Jas. McCabe, senr, Green-

field, a dress 3 9
Mrs John Dickson, Mountain,
a gingham dress 70
Mrs Thomas Johnson, Lower
Village, 43 yards flannel 6 0
ome Mission.
Rev Mr Wylie's congregation,
Lower Londonderry 11 6 5%
Seminary.
Rev Mr Wylie’s congregation,
Lower Londonderry 10 18 8

The Agent acknowledges receipt of the
following sums for Christian Instructor and
Missionary Register for the current year i~

Hon. 8. Creelman £0 5 0
Miss Ryan 6
Students’ Missionary Society 1 6
James Fraser 5 0
Hon. Joseph Howe 10 0
D. Fraser 5 0
John Adamson 10 0
Robert Stewart 315 0
S. A. Creelman 15 o
Mrs Smith 1 6
Mrs E. McNab, 1856 5 0
J. Crane 2 6
Rev John Campbell 10 0 0

Boards, Standing Commit-
tees, &c.

Bourd of Home Missions.~Rev Professor
Ross, Rev Messrs Patterson, Watson and
Walker, together with the Presbytery El-
ders of Green Hill, West River, and Prim-
itive Church. Rev George Patterson, Se-
cretary

Terms of the Imstructor and
Register.

InsTrucTor and REGISTER, single co-
pies, 5s each. Any person ordering six
copies, and becoming responsible for six
copies, will receive one free. For Reaister,
single copies, 18 6d each. six copies o one
ddress at 1s 3d each. Oneadditional seat
for every twelve copies ordered. Where
parties wish them addressed singly, 1s 6d
will be charged.

Communications to be addressed 10 the
Rev George Patterson, Alma Way Office,
West River, and must be forwarded before
the 16th of the month preceding publica-
tion.  Small notices may be sent to him or
the Rev P, G. McGregor, Halifax, up till
the 22nd.

‘Orders and remittances to be forwarded
to Mr James Barnes. Remittances may
also be sent to;the Synod Treasurer.



