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NI’ more accuracy to obscrve, ¢ Who secs not that|longafter, the conscicnee of Paul the Apostle dis-
— -’_)._I_YI NITY. conscience 13:1)' be conl’o’nnul»lc or repugnant to app.;ovcd’and denounced that hostility as cruel

.
ESSAY ON CONSCIENCE.
¢ And why cven of yoursclves judge se not what is
rightM=Luke xit. 57.

I may occur 1o some of the readers of this pe-
riodical, that amonz the many ahle treatises and
discourses which have bern published on the sub-
ject of conscirnce, by different antho-s, there are
two adinirable sermonsby Mr, Waosley, oae desi -
nated <€ On Canseienea® the other & ‘e Witness
of our awn Spirit ;> and an exeellent article by
Mr. Watcon, in his ¢ Biblical and Thenlo rical
Dictiorary 37 with other pirees an the srme sub-
et in the writings of Dr. Adam Clarke, and in
othor publications connectad with Methodism g
and that, thewefore. the present asticle is unne-
cossary.  The wwriter, however, would su=sest,
that as the subject on which he now ventures 2
f~w observations is one of great practical import-
ance, and concerning which, there is reason to be-
lisve, some serions mistakes stifl cxist, fiom the
manner in which seene persons pread the approha-
tion of conscirnce, in justincatinn of proceedins,
the recfitude of which, on the gromnd of Cluistian
principle and morality, is often very ¢ stionahle 5
and asitis a faculty or exercise of the mind, which,
in its decisions of self-zpprohation or self-rondem-
nation, hecomes a source of pleasuie or pain in this
world, as it will become one of happiness or mise-
5 in the world to come ; it is i'nportant that we
should understand its nnture and otlice, and it may
not therefore be suparfluous or useless azain 1o in-
stitute the inquiry, What is Conscienee 2—and
when and how far may we dep~nd upon the rec-
titude of its decisiaus, in its verdict of approval or
disapproval of onr moral conduct ?

Itiswell known that suncidesic (v Yond conseicn- \

tia, from which, in French and En dich, 1s derived
the word ¢ consvience,” are cach compourded of
two words, and litesally imply, the knowledge of
two or more thinzs tozether; that is, the know-
{rdge, or inward prreeption and consviousness,
which a man has of things both present and past,
zelating to humself, his inwaid tempers and ont-
ward actions 5 and the judzment which he forms
comcerning the morul character of those tempers
and actions, as being right or wrong, good or evil:
or it 1s ‘¢ the testimony and secret judzment of the
soul, which auves its approbation to actions that it
thinks good, or reproaches itself with those which
it belisves to be evil?®  In stating fuither the na-
ture, design and functions of conscience, (though
without prefending to any superior acquantance
with the plulosophy of the Inunan mind,) there
are two or three very common enors, which it s
important bricfly to notice :—

1. There are some persens who, supposing con-
science to be “an antemnal monstor, implanted i
us by the Supreme Being, and ¢ictating to us on
all occasions what 1s sizht or wronz,*? conclude,
that they are nght i all they do, 1t they can ho-
nestly plead the authonty and approvation of their
conscience 3 and this is wath them asuthaient jus-
tiication for the omission of what 1s by athers” af-
firmed to be thesr duty, and for the commission of
acts mconsistent wath the spirit and cxercise of
Christian love.  And it 1s true, that a justly cele-
drated.writer® has olscrved, < What 151t to which
& wise man will pay more attentien than to lus
1cason and conscience, those divine momtors by
which heis to judge even of relimon ttself, and
which he is not'at qibcﬂy to disobey, thonzh an
angel from heaven shonld command um 7" But
another wiitenyt equally celebrated, scems wath

® Beattic on truth.

t Bishop Watson,

the law of patura 7—may be certain or doubtful ?
Itis a maxum of every law, human and divine,
that a man ought never to act in opposition to his
cousuence 3 but 1t will not from thence follow,
that he will, in obeywg the dictates of his con-
scitnce, on all occasions act 1ight.  An-Inquisitor,
who bums Jews and hescties; a Robespierre, who
massacres innocent and hanmuless womea ; a 1ob-
ber, who thinks that all thingsought to be m com-
mon, and that astate of property 1s an unjust in-
fungement of natural biberty ,—these, and a thou-
sand perpetratos of ditlerent crimes, may all fol-
fow llae dictates of conscience.”  Paine, the nfa-
mous author of the * Age of Reason,” declared
that a fever, which he and these about ham ex-
pected would prove mortal, made hum remember
with renewed satisfaction that he had wntten the
former part of that wicked woth ; and he hnew,
therefore, he said, by experience, the consuen-
tious trial of hus own principles.  And let it ve re-
membered, too, that Szul of Tarsus, while he shut
up many of the saints in puson, and gave his voice
agamst them when they were put to death,
and punished them oft in cvery synagozue, and
compelled them to blaspheme, and, bring exceed-
ingly tad agamnst themy, persecuted them cven
unto sttange citics,—wle thus engaged, he could
plead the authoiity and appiobation of Lis con-
science, and & verily lhoug‘n with himself that
he ought to do many things against the name of
Jesus ot Nazareth.”  And yet such was hissense
of guilt afterwards, that he coufesses hunself to
have been a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and in-
Junious, and a2 murderer, and, ma word, the great-
cst of sunners 3 and, as Doddndge observes, para-
phrasing the confesston of St. Faul, * thouzsh he
adled i avery rash, sasage, and criminal menacr,
yet he did not theresn contradict the sentiments of
us conscience ; and thereby shows, by the way,
how much guslt a men may contract without act-
mg airectly contrary to the convictions of his
mind, if he has neglected an impartial care in
forming his principles of action.” ~ And all this is
in acccrdance with the prediction and declaration
of our Lord to his disciples, that their persccutors
and murderers would think that they did God ac-
ceptable service an destroying them. So that men
may be acling morally wrong, and wickedly in
the extreme, while following what they profess
to believe and declare to be the dictates of nature
or consrience ; and be guilty and condemned he-
fore God in those very acts on account of which
they may indulge in self-epprobation, and in the
confidence of being approved by their Maker.

2, ‘This faculty ar excrcise of the mind has been
considered and describied as the moral sense, or as
an instinctive perception or intuitive knowledge
of nght and wrong, morally considered,—a testi-
mony as certain and mfallible, as the testimony of
otr eyes to the caistence, colvur and figure of the
hiodics about us. Bul tlus is surcly a mistake.
Instinct operates unafurmly ; it is the samein all
individuals of the same specics, andif conscience
were the moral sense, or a moral instinct, then
would its decusions be always and uniformly the
samne on the same moral facts, in the case of cvery
individu.d, and of all individuals of the same spe-
cies.  The contrary, howeveryisthe fact.  “There
is great diversily and change ia the moral judg-
ments of men, for not ¢nly does conscience, in
dilferent persons, give a diffurent verdict in the
same moral casc, but conscicnce, in the same per-
sons, will at one time approve of that which at
another time is the ohject of its disapprobation.
Thus we have scen that the coascience of Saul
the persecutor allowed and approved at one time
of bis hostiiity to the church of Chust ; while, not

and wicked, for which, however, he says, he ob- |
tained mercy, because he did it ¢ ignorantly in

unbelief.”> A member of the Romish church may

plead the dictates of his conscicnce for refusing to

1ead the bible, professing to believe that for him

to read it would be wrong. The same individual

becoming a member of the Protestant church, and

being better iustructed, would as conscientiously

engage in the reading and study of the Holy

Suiptures, beliesing it to be his duty and privi-

lege so to do.  The Jéw, in ignorance and unbe-

lief, may still reject the Lord Jesus as the Mes-

stalt, and declare that he does so with the appro-

bation of his conscience ; while the Christian as

consvicntiously Lelieves that it is his duty and

happiness to receive himn and trust in him as the

Son otGod. ¢ In one person,” says Mr. Fletch-

er, 1t is easy under mountains of guilt; and in

another, it is unreasonably scrupulous about mere

trifles ; 1t either strains 2t a gnat, or swallows a

cemel ; when itss alarmed, in some it shows itself

ready to be made casy by every wrong method 3

in others, it obstinately 1efuses to be pacified by

the right.”  Thus we see that moral instinct, or

moral sense, is no infallible guide or criterion of
right and wrong. ¢ For if,"> says Locke, ¢ con-

science be a proof of innate principles, contraries

may be innate princples, since some men will,

with the same consticnce, prosccute what others

woid”  And hence the diversity and mutability

of the decisions of conscience arise altogether out

of the rule of judgment by which those decisions

have Leen formcs, and the influence of circum-

stances, cducation, example, society, and the pre-

dominant habits and passions of the mind. ¢ {Ip-
on the whole, it scems to me,™ says Paley, ¢ ei-
ther that there caist no such instincts as compose
what is culled the moral sense, or that they are not
now to be distingusshed fiom prejudices and ba-
bits 5 on which account they canpot be depended
upon in moral reasoning.”?

These conclusions are not invalidated by any
reference to the condition of manhind, as left 2lene
to the dictates of what is called natural religion,
or the light of naturs, shed foith upon the human
mind by Him % who coming into the world en-
hghteneth every man,” and who are therefore
supposed to have a natural sense of motal good and
evily and whose case and responsibilities are thus
stated by the Apostle to the Romans, (ii. 14, 15,)
« When the Gentiles, which have not the law, do
by nature the things contained in the law, thesc,
has ing not the law, are a law unto themselves :
which show the work of the law written in their
hearts ; their conscience also bearing wilness, znd
their thoughts the mean while accusing or clse
eacusing one another.” It is not denied, that
men, stranzets to revealed relizion, possess an in-
ternzl and natural power of distinguishing the mo-
ral qualitics of actions, as, between justice and
injustice, humanity and cruelty, gratitude and in-
gratitude, the acknowledgment and worship of
the Creator, and an utter distegard to his cxist-
ence and authority ; and that when this light and
power ara permitted to o;lwralc with a legitimate
«flucnce on their minds, their consciences, or mo-
ral judyments, on these subjects, will be according
fo truth and the will of God; and acting agree-
ably to their convictions of trith and duty, they
will be accepted with God : this, indeed, seems to
be the doctrine of the Apostle in the passage above
cited.  But is it not a fact, that such is the jg-
norance and unbelicf,> the blindness and perversi-
ty, of the human inind, that men, even those pos~
sessing a divine revelation, and pleading the deci-
sions of conscicnce, % call evil good, and good

cvil; pat darkaess for light, and light for darkness ;
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put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter 22 and
thus they ¢err in vision, and stumble in judg-
ment.??

But to return to the inguiry, ¢ What may we
understand by conscience 22 I addition to what

has already been stated in answer to this inquiry,!
it may be observed, with Locke, that ¢ canscience!

is nothing clse but our own opinion or judgment of!
the moral rectitude or pravity of our own uctions,” |
It is not a faculty or principle distinct from the un-!
derstanding and judgment, as is sometimes 1epre-
sented, cxcq;t as it relates to man’s moral nature s
but it is the decision of a man’s own mind in the
exercise of his understanding and judgment, con-
ceming the morality of his own actions, with re-
ference to some rule, attended with corresponding
emotions of pleasure or pain.  The Hebrew lan-
gnage furnishes no name for conscience 3 the wri-
ters, therefore, of the Old Testament sometuncs
term it % the mind,” and the <« heart.”  We are
told that ¢ David’s heart smote him after he had
numbered the people.’’  St. John, also, speaking
of conscience, says, “If our heart condemn us,
God is greater than our heart, and knoweth atl
things, Ifour heart condemn’us not, then have
we confidence towards God.” When we decide
concerning the right or wrong, the metit or deme-
rit, of the moral actions of others, it is simply call-
ed the decision of our judgment in the case, and is
attended with pleasing or painful emotions propor-!
tioned to the knowledge by which onr Ju&gmcut
has heen influenced, the rectitude of our own‘
nunds, and the interest we feel in the parties con. i
cemed.  The same act of the mind, when it has
respect to ourselves, is properly designated con-
science ; and ¢ pleasure or pain is excited with a,
tegree of intensity, proportioned to the importance |
which we always assizn to our own interests and
feclings.? It follows, therefore, that those deci-
s10n3 concerning ourselves aud others will he uni-
form, according as the same rule of judzment js
applied, and correct 2ccording 1o the just perceps,
tion of the mind concerning the truth and will ot
God as that rule.  And hence arise all the errors
of conscience. in not muking the will of God, so,
far as it is made known to us hy the light of nature|
of revelation, or botlty the rule of judzment aud,’
ahove all, the necessity of the enlightening influ-|
cnces of the Holy Ghost. that that divine rule may
mevery case be recoguned, undentood, and faith-
fully applied.

Let us naw apply these principles to several
vicws of censcience, as furnished 1o us in the Ho-
Iy Scriptures,

In L Corinthians, viis. 7, 10, 12, we read of a
weak and defiled conzcivnce = weak, or erroncous.
from want of more light, instruction and expe-
rience 3 ard defiled, or polinted and guilty, through
those sins which orizinate in it< ignorance or pet-
versity.  This was the case with some of the Co-
rinthians to whom the Apostie wrote, whv were
not yet fully convinced that ¢an ol is nothing
in the worlly*? and therefore are thinxs saciificed
so-iilols with some consciousness of religious regard
10 them, as eal thoush inferior deities, and there-
by defited their consciences with the sin of idola-
try. ¢ Howbeit there i3 not in cvery man that
knowledge: for some with conscience of the ilol
unto this hour cat it as 2 thing offered unto an idol;
and thesr conscience being weak, is defiled.”?  In
L Timothy, iv. 2, we read of 2 cautericed enn-
science: or of a ¢ conscience seared with a hot
iron.”  This is spoken of hypoctites, whose con-
sciencesare dranded in the sight of God with their
impostures and Jics: € they bear the marks of
their hiypocrisy as evident’y and indelibly in thei
conscience in the sizht of (i, as those who have
been cautarised for their ctimes do in their Lodies
m the sight of men.”  The hypocrite is conscious
t0 himself before God that he is a deceiver @ that
the chaiacter he has assumed does nat belong to
him; yet. though scif-condemned, ke continues
to practice the dwposiure, urged on by pride or co-
vrlousness, or some other evil disposition.  The
Apostie, in Romans i, 98, speaks of a «reprobate
mind,™ or a dead, unfeeling conscience, which al-
fnws men ¢ Lo do those thines which are not con-
venient;”? asalsu. to the Ephesians, iv. 18, 19,
¢ Having theunderstanding darkened, being alien-
ated from the Jife of God throuzh the ignnrance
that is in_them, because of the blindness of their
heart : who being {wt feeling, have given them-
selves over unio lasciviousness, 1 work all ua-
sleanness with greediness.”  Ard why are we
axhoted not 1o grieve o quench the Spinit, but
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because of the awful possibility and certainty of
being involved in Jhis hardened state, shoutd His
sacred light and influence be withdrawn? He-
brews X, 22, the Apostle speaks of an ¢ evil con-
science,” by which we may understaud a guilty,
accusing, condemnning couscience—tlie conscious-
nesg which the awakened sinner hias of guiltess
before God—a painful and alarming conviction ol
having sinned and exposed himself to the wrath of
Gody and which fills and burdens the mind with
sorrow, shame, and fear.  But we also and fre-
quently read of a ¢« good conscience ;» the con-
science of a good man, which is neither weak nor
defiledy nor seared, nor dead, nor guilty, but en-
lightened and guided in 1= decisions by the Spirit
and word of God j for no conscience can be good
but in connexion and agrecement with that law
which is holy, and just, and good—s¢ a heart
spunkled from an evil conscience,’—¢a con-
science purged from dead works,?*—¢¢ a conscience
that beareth witness in the Holy Ghost,?? and to
which the ¢ .\:j;irit itself beareth wilness,’-—$63
conscience void of ctfence toward God and toward
men,?—a conscience which becomes a source of
peace and joy to the Christian believer: & For
our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our con-
science, thatin simplicity and godly sincerity, not
with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we
have had our conversation in the world.”?  This
is a good conscierice 3 of which we inay say, as
Solomnn did of wisdom, of which indeed it forms
a part, ¢ She is more precious than rubijes, and
all the things thou canst desire are not to be com-
pared unto her,”? :

Lety then, these scriptural views of conscience
be considered in connevion with these principles
which we have shown to be involved in the na-
ture and functions of this inward onitor, and e
~hall arrive at the following conclusions :—That
conscience is an essential part of the ol con-
stitution of man? that, divinely ivstricted, it is
é the candle of the Lord® in maw, desizacd to be
the gteat principle of moral actions, and guide in
matters of sin and duty :—thot, however, through
the blindness of the human mind, the alienation
of the hieart from God, and the perverting influ-
ence of sinful passions and worldly interests, the
verdict of conscience, an many moral questions,
is aften very entoncons: and that, therefore, the
rectitade of aur moral judzinents concerning orre
selves may be relivd upon only so far as we are
conscious of having carcfully and impastially ex-
amined the whole case § so far only as our minds
are enlishtened by the Sprit of Gody and can-
science is guided and influenced in its” sanctions
by a solema recognition of the anthority of the
will and law of God, as the supreme rule of hu-
man conduct,  1f in these conctusions we are jus-
tificd by the views of conscience which are un-
folded su those passages of Scripture to which we
heve reterred, the following practical reflections
seem naturally to arise out of the whole sub-
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1. That, cavare of the darkness of the human
mind through sin, and its liability and proneness
to err on matters of personal interest and ejemal
moment to man, we should eamestly implore the

illumination of the Holy Spirity and .li!j?cntly and

prayerfully read and study the oracles of God, that
they may become ¢ a lamp unts our feet, and a
fight unto our path,™ and that we may he enabled,
inonr own case and in the case of others, at all
times, 1o “ judge righteous judgment.??

2. We should leamn to velue a good conscience
as a source of inward confort and support, which
may 1emain when all earthly and outward com-
forts are withdrawn. What was it that supported
Job amidat his complicated trials, and personal
and domestic afflictions, and that enabled him pa-
tiently (o bear the cruel and groundless suspicions,
censmes and charges of his professed friends? It
was a govtl conscience s the testimony of ¢ a con-
science veid of offence, =4« the answer of a goul
conscience toward God.? It was this that ena-
bled him, amidst the darkness of the divine dis-
pensations, to say of his Maker, who alone could
read his hearty ¢ fle knoweth the way that
take: when he hath tred me, 1 shall come forth
as gold 3 and to resolve, «“Till I die § will not
TeIove mine integrity fram me 3 my rightconsness
T hold fast, and will not let it go; my heart shall
not reproach me so long as Llive??  Great, indecd,
amd unparalieled wese Job's losses, aflictions and
suflerings; but grealer than tham ail would have
been the forfeiture of a gaod canscience. 1t vas

the conscious approval of his Maker alone that
sustained and comforted him while sitting among
the ashes, and while scraping his diseased and en-
crusted body with a potsherd,

3. We should take care never ta rely upon or
plead the decisions of conscience in self-approda-
tion, or self-justification, but aswe arc at the same
time conscions that we ixa\'c decidedy nat 2ccord
ng to prejudice, passion, or worldly intercst, but
according to reason and those principles of action
which revealed religion authoritatively asserts.
For a man, for instance, who, in the management
of his temporal concerns, is influented by the exe
ample and rxocccdiugs of the world around him,
may say that he feels himself justified in the
manner in which he conducts his husiness ; while
his speculations and transactions are jsuch, that if
the rule of Christian morality bo-appited to them,
they will be found to involve principles ad pro-
cedure of very questionable rectitude, honour and
honesty. Or, a man may say, that his conscience
bears him witness that he gives as much as he
ought to do for the relief of the poor, or for the
supiport of the cause of God ; while his judgment,
in this case, is influenced by the penutious exam-
ple of others, or by his own covetousness and love
of inoney 3 aud thus he ¢ withholdeth mate than
is meet,” and gives a penny when he ought to
give a pound. Other persons there are, and some
of them, pethaps, professors of religion, who err
in judgment and conscience in other respects;
for, nstead of + comparing spiritual things with
spiritual,® they are like those Corinthians spoken
of by the Apostle, who ¢ commend themselves
but they, measuwiing themsclves by themselves,
and companng themsclves among themselves, are
not wise.”  Such persons may say that they can,
with a gcad canscience, indulge in fashionable ar
expensive dress, worldly amusements, splendid
equipages, &c. DBut whence do they get those
wood consciences that wiall authorise such indul-
gences? Is 1t not rather from ¢the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, aud the pride of
life,” and the example of others, than from the
sanctions of religion and the rule of God’s word 2
¢ Love not the world, ncither the things that are
in the world ;77— L3¢ not conformed 10 this world,.
but be ye transformed ;°%—¢ Whether, therefore,.
ye cat or drak, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God.? Mow important, then, that we
should closely and senously examine our con-
sciences in the light of God’sword, and in the ex-
ercise of prayer, in order that we may be ditected
to a right judgment! ¢ For if 2 man think him-
sclf to he something when he is nothing, he de-
ceiveth himself. But let every man prove his
own work; and then shall he have rejoicing in
himself alone, and not ix another.?

4. Let us remember that t?’crc e.\'isls an awlul

ossibility of ¢ putting away?” a good conscience,
gs of mgking ap“ shzlgpwreck ofg‘;gilh 3? that a
peaceful and approving conscience may, by disre-
garding ot violating its dictates, become a guilty
am} an accusing conscience ; or, what is worse,
the Jight of truth and life that is in it may be ob-
scured and extinguished.  And, O, the blindaess,
darkness, and confusion, which follow upon the
extinction of such a light! ¢ If the light that iy.
in thee be darkness, how great is that datkness 12
And, O, the insensibility and stupidity of 2 con~
science Julled to sicep; or dumb, that speaks aot,
warns not, condemns not, that will allow the sin-
ner to ¢ hide wickedness under his tongue os a
sweet morsel,? that will allow him to go on in his
hackslidings unchecked and unalarmed! Or, at
best, a constience still awake, butup in arms, filled
with upbraidings and remorse, tossing him with
tempest by day, and scaring him with drecame
of terror by night; his light, and peace, and lope,
all fled, and a dark and stormy region of mind all
around! Think of a guilty censcience, too, in tha
dying hour and in the judgment-day : the blinding
and stupifying influence of captivating lusts and
catthly passions no longer operating, her indignznt
Teproaches and 1ebukes are then felt with accuinu~
lated and agonizing foree, while she—

*¢ Shews with a pointing finger, but no-noise,

A pale procession of past sinful joys,

All witncsscs of bitssings foully scom’d,

And life abused, and not 10 be suborn’d ;

¢ Mark these,” she says ; ¢ these, summon’d from afar,
Begin their march 1o meet thee at the bar ;

T incre find o Judge inegoraby juet,

And perish there, as all presumplion must? @
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And, tlien,y a conscience in hell! It sleeps not
there, it bears no fulse witness there ; there, with
a varce of thunder, it will be the accuser, and,
with its scorpion-lash, the relentless tormentor, of
the guilty for ever. ¢ Their worm dieth not, and
the fire is not gquenclied.”  In conclusion, « take
heed, rethren, lest there be in any of you on evil
heart ot unbeuet, in departing 1}om the living
God. But eshort one another daily, while it is
catled to-day, lest iy of you be hardened througl
tké deceitfulness of sin.*? L.

e

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS,

«¢ His head was brought in a charger, and given to
the damsel.>—Matthew xiv. 11,

Similar jnstauces of unfeeling barhzrity are to
be met Mn in Tistory. Mark Anthony caused
the hcatls of those he had {:roscribed to be brought
to him while he was at table, and entertained his
eyes along time with that sad spectacle. Cicero’s
head, being one of those that were brought to him,
he ordered it to be put on the very pu%pit where
Cicero made speeches against him.  Jerome in-
forms us, that when the head of the Baptist was

resented to Herodias, she indulged herself in the
»arparous (\ivcrs'wn_oi2 'l[:r'nck'mg iis tongue with a
needle, as Fulvia did Tully’s.—Burder.

Hixvoo Wepning—Mr. Ward has given the
Tollowing description of a Hindoo wedding, which
furnishes a striking parallel to the parable of the
wedding feast in the Gospel :—¢¢ At a marriage,
the procession of which I saw some years ago, the
bridegroom came from a distance, and the bride
lived at Serampore, to which place the bride-
groom was to come hy water. After waiting two
or three hours, at length, near midnight, it was
announced, as if in the very words of Scripture,
behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet
him. All the persons employed, now lighted theis
lamps, and ran with them in their hangs to fill up
their stations in the procession ; some of them had
lost their lights, and were unprepared, but it was
then too late to seek them, and the cavalcade
noved forward to the house of the bride, at which

ace the company entered a large and splendidi
mlluminated area, before the house, covered wit
an awning, where a great multitude of friends,
dressed in their hest apparel, were seated upon
mats. The bridegroom was carried in the arms
of a friend, and placed on a superb seat in the
midst of the company, where he sat a short time,
and then went into the house, the door of which
was immediately shut, and guarded by Sepoys.
Iand others expostulated with the door-keepers,
but in vain.” Never was I so struck with our
Lond’s beautiful parable, as at this moment :—
¢ And the door was shut 1

Jxricuo, a celebrated city in the tribe of Ben-
;:.min, of which frequent mention is made in the

ew Testament. 1t was the first city taken from
the Canaanites by Joshua, who rased it to the
ground, and denounced a severe curse on the per-
son who should rebuild it. (Josh. vi. 20. 26.
Heb. xi. 30.) ‘This curse was literaily fulfilled,
in the days of Ahab, upon Hicl the Bethelite, by
whom the city was rcbuilt. (1 Kings xvi. 31.)
After this event it was ennobled by the schools of
the prophets, which were established there (2
Kings ii, 5.) : and near it was a large but unwhole-
some spring, the waters of which rendered the
s0il unfruitful, until they wese cured by the pro-
phet Elisha (2 Kings ii. 221.) 3 and from that time
they have become excecdingly wholesome and
fentilising. In the time of our Saviour, Jeticho
yielded oaly to Jerusalem, for its size and the
magmilicence of its buildings : itis situated in a
botlom, in that vast plain which was named the
gree! plain (which marks the propriety of the ox-
expression gozgg down from Jerusalem, Luke x.
30.);5 aud is 150 furlongs, about nineteen miles,
-distant trom the capital of Judza. Jericho was
one of the cities appropriated for the residence of
the priests and Levitcs, 12,000 of whom dwelt
theie ; and as the way thither from Jerusalom
was rocky and desert, it was, as it still is, greatly
infested with thieves. A conntry more favourable
for the attacks of banditti, and caves hetter adapt-
ed for concealment, than those presented on this
road, can scarccly be imagined. This circum-
sance marks the admirable prupriety with which
out Leid made it the scene of ‘:‘xs heautiful para-
We of the good Samarilan, (Luke x. 30, 37.) Je-

3icho is, at present, a wretched mud-built village. {1

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION.

Avrtioven the Jewish Temple-service and sa-
crificial institution, were not finally abolished un-
til the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans;
and thongh the synagogue worship has, from that
time to the present, been kept up by the Jews, in
their state of dJispersion throughout the world :
the Mosaic dispensation and the Jewish church-
state, may be considered as having terminated
with the expiration of the seventy wecks of Da-
unicl’s prophecy, when ¢ Messiah should be cut
offy but not for himself,” (Dan. ix.) and when the
Lord Jesus Christ, in fulfilment of that prophecy
actually became the sacrifice for our sins, and
made reconciliation for iniquity,” by dying on
the cross, ¢ the just for the unjust.? = Then was
laid the foundation of the sublime structure of
Christianity~—then had the church and kingdom
of Christ, cs a new dispensation, its beginning,
1t is worihy of remark, too, that the manifesta-
tion of the Son of God, and the advent of his
kingdom, touk place at a period of the world,
when the Gentile nations, if they had reached
the highest pitch of intellectual refinement, they
were also as deeply sunk in corruption, crimes
and idolatries 5 and when the Jewis‘n nation and
church gencrally, had fallen into a state of igno-
tance, luxuty and profaneness, which, while it
exposed them to the displeasuse of the Almighty,
rendeted his merciful interposition necessary, by
sending forth a divine Teacher and Deliverer, in
the person of the promised Messiah, Tiien,
¢ when the fulness of the time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under
the law, to redeem them that were under the
law, ’;md that we might receive the adoption of
sons. )

The following beautiful and comprehensive
historical sketch of the life and actions of the
adorable Saviour, the Great Architect of, and
¢ Head over all things to his Church,” is from
Mosheim, and is deserving of a place in this de-
partment of our work :—

Towaids the conclusion of the reign of Herod
the Great, the Son of God descended upon carth,
and taking upon him the human nature, appeared
to men under the sublime characters of an infalli-
ble teacher, an all-sufficient mediutor, and a spi-
ritual and immortal king. The place of his birth
was Bethlehem, in the land of Palestine. The
year in which it happened has not hitherto been
fixed with certainty, notwithstanding the decp
and Jaborious 1escarches of the leamed on that
matter. There is nothing surprising in this, when
we consider that the first Christians Jaboured un-
der the same difficulties, and were divided in
their opinions concerning the time of Christ’s
birth, “That which appearsmost probable is, that
it happencd about & year and six months before
the death of Herod, in the year of Rome 748 or
719. The uncertainty, however, of this point is
of no sort of consequence. We know that the
Sun of Righteousness has shone upon the world.
And though we cannot fix the precise period in
which he arosc, this will not hinder us from en-
joying the direction and influence of his vital and
salutary beams,

2. Four inspired writers, who have transmitted
to us an account of the life and actions of Jesus
Christ, mention particularly his birth, his lineage,
his family, and his parents; but they say very
little conceming hisinfancy and his earlier youth.
Not long after his birth, he was conducted by his
parents into Egypt, that he might be there out of
the reach of Herod’s cruelty. "When he was but
twelve years old, he disputed, in the temple,
with the most leamed of the Jewish doctors, con-
ceining the sublime truths of religion. And the
rest of his life, until the thirticth year of his age,
was spent in the obscurity of a pnivate condition,
and consccrated to the duties of filial obedience.
This is all that the wisdom of God hath Kctmitted
us to know, with certainty, of Christ, before he
entered upon his public ministry ; nor it the sto
of his haviug followed the trade of his adopted
father, Joseph, built upon any sure foundation.
‘There have been, indeed, several writers, who,
2ither through the levity of a wanten imagination,
or with a desizn to attract the admiration of the
mullitude, have invented a scries of the most ex-
travagant and ridiculous fables, in order to give

a;; account of this obscute pait of the Saviour’s
ife. . ’

1y | willing fo insinuate by this

3. Jesus began his public ministry in the thir-
ticth yeat of his age ; and to render it more so-
lemn and affecting to the Jews, a man, whose
name wes John, the son of a Jewish priest, a per-
son of great gravity also, and much respected on
account of the austere dignity of his life and man-
ners, was commanded by God to proclaim to the
people the coming of the Messiab, that had been
promised to their fathers.  Thisextraordinary man
called himself the forerunner of the Messiah.
Filled with a holy zeal and a divine fervour, he
cricd 2loud to the Jewish nation, to depart from
their transgressions, and to ﬁurify their hearts,
that they might thus partake of the blessings
which the Son of God was now come to offer to
the world. The exhortations of this respectable
messenger werc not without effect; and those
who, moved by his solemn admonitions, bad form-
ed the resolution of correcting their evil disposi-
tions and amending their lives, were initiated in-
to the kingdom of the Redeemer by the ceremony
of immersion, or baptism.  Christ himself, before
he began his ministry, desired to be solemnly bap-
lized%y John in the weters of Jordan, that he
might not, in any point, neglect to answer the
demands of the Jewish law.

4. 1t is not necessary to enter here into 2 par-
ticular detail of the life end actions of Jesus
Christ.  All Christians must be perfectly well ac-
3uainted with them. They must know, that,

uting the space of three years, and amidst the
dcepest tiials of affliction and disiress, he instruct-
ed the Jewish nation in the will and counsels of
the Most High, and omitted nothing, in the course
of his ministry, that could contribute either to
gain the muititude, or to charm the wise. Every
one knows, that his Jife was u continued scene of
the most perfect sanctity, and the purest and most
active virtue ; not only without spot, but also be-
rond the rcach of suspicion. And it isalso well
xnown, that by miracles of the most stupendous
kind, and not more stupendous than salutary and
beneficent, he disglaﬁed to the universe the truth
of that religion which he brought with him from
above, and demonstrated the reality of his divine
comtnission in the most illustrious manner,

£. As this divine religion was to be propagated
to the utmost ends of the earth, it was necessary
that Christ should choose a certain nuinber of per-
sons to accompany him constantly through the
whole couise of his ministry 3 that thus they might
be faithful and respectable witnesses of the sanc-
tity of his life, and the grandeur of his miracles,
to the remotest nations ; and also transmit to the
latest posterity a genuine account of his sublime
doctrines, and of the nature and end of the Gospel
dispensation. Therefore, Jesus chose, out of the
multitudes that attended his discourses, twelve
persons, whom he scparated from the rest by the
name of Apostles. These men were iiliterate,
poor, and of mean extraction, and such alone were
truly proper to answerthe views of the divine Sa-
viour, He avoided making use of the ministry
of gemons endowed with the advantages of fortunc
and hirth, or enriched with the treasures of elo-
quence and learning, lest the fruits of this embas-
8y, and the progress of the Gospel, should be at-
tributed to ?mman and natural causes. These
apostles were sent but ence to preach to the
Jews during the life of Christ. He chose to keep
them about his own person, that they might be
thoroughly instructed in the affairs of his king-
dom. That the multitude, however, might not

Ty be destitute of teachers to enlighten them withi

the knowledge of the truth, Christ appointed se-
venty disciples, fo preach the glad tidings cf life
eternal throughout the whole province of Judea.
6. The rescarchesof the leamed have been em-
ployed to find out the rcason of Christ’s fixing the
number of the apostles to twelve, and that of the
disciples to seventy, and various conjectures have
been applied to the solution of thisquestion. But
since it is manifest, from the words of our Saviour
himself, that he intended the numter of the
twelve apostles as an allusion to that of the tribes
of Istacl ; it can scarcely be doubted, that he was
:\‘ppoinlment, that he
was the snpreme lord and hizh priest of these
twelve tribes, into which the Jewish nation was
divided. And as the number of disciples answers
cvidently to that of the senators, ¢f whom the
council of the people, or the sanhedrim, was com-
posed, there is 2 high degree of probability in
the conjecture of those, who think that Christ, b

the choice of the scventy, dc:ifned to admoni
the Jews, that the authority of their sanhedrim
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was now at an endy and that all power, with re-
spect to religious matters, was vested in hun alone.

7. The ministry of the divine Saviour was con-
fined to the Jews; notr wiile he remained upon
carthy’did he permit his apostles or disciples to
extend their tabours beyond this ditinguished na-
tion, At the sume time, if we consider the illus-
ttious acts of mercy and omnipotence, that were
performed by Christ, it will be natural to conclude,
that his fame wust have been very soon spread
abroad in olher countries, We lear from writers
of no small note, that Abgarus, king of Eilessa,
being scized with a sevete and dangerous illuess,
wrote to .urblessed Lord to implore his assistance 5
and that Jesus not only sent him a gracious an-
swer, but also accompanied it with his picture, as
amatk of his esteem for that pious prince. ‘These
lettersare still extant.  But they are justly looked
upon as tictitious by most writers, who also go yct
farther, and treat the whole story of Ahgarus as
entirely fabulous, and unworthy of credit. I will
ot pretend to assrt the genuineness of these let-
tets, but I see no reason of sufficicnt weight to de-
stroy the credibility of the whole story, which is
supposed to grve occasion to them.

8. A great number of the Jews, struck with
those illustrious marks of a divine authority and
power, that shone forth in the ministry and actions
of Christ, regarded him as the Son of God, the
true Dlessiab. The rulers of the people, and
moere especially the chief priests and Pharisees,
whose licentiousness and hypocrisy he censured
with a noble and generous freedom, laboured with
success, by the help of their passions, to extinguish
in their breasts the conviction of his celestial inis-
§I0n ; or, at lcast, to suppress the effects it was
adapted to produce upon their conduct. Fearing
also lest the ministry of Christ should tend to di-
minish their credity, and to deptive them of the
advantages they desived from the impious abuse
of their authotity in religious matters; they laid
snares for his life, which, for a considerable time,
were without effect.  They succeeded, at length,
by the infernal treason of an apostate disciple, by
the treachery of Judas, who discovered the re-
treat which his divine Master hiad chosen for the
purposas of mieditation and repose, and thus deliv-
:_red lim into the merciless hands of a brutal sol-

Lery.

9.y In consequence of this, Jesus was first brought
before the Jewish high priest and sanhedrim, be-
fore whiom he was accuszd of having violated the
law, and blasplicmed the majesty of God. Dragged
from thence to the trihunal of Pilate the Roman
yrtor, he was there chargad with seditious enter-
prises, and with treason against Cesar. Both these
accusations were so evidently false, and destitute
even of every appearance of truth, that they must
have been rejected by any judge, who acted upon
‘the principles of common equity. But the cla-
nouts of an entaged populace, seton by the im-
ious instizations of their priests and rulers, inti-
midated Pilate, and engaged bhim, though with the
utmost reluctance, and in opposition to the dictates
of his conscience, to pronounce a capital sentence
against Cluist. The divine Saviour behaved with
inexpressible_dignity under this beavy trial,  As
the end of his mission was to make expiation for
the sins of men, so when all things were ready,
aad when he bhad finished the work of his glorious
ministry, he placidiy submitted to the death of
the cross, and with a serene and voluntary resiz-
nation, committed his spitit into the hands of the
Father.

10, After Jesus had remained three days in the
scpulchre, he resumed that life which he had vo-
funtarily 1aid down; and, tising from the dead,
declared ta the univers?, by that tnuinphant act,
that the divine justice was satisfied, and the paths
of salvation and imnottality rendered accessibie
to the human race. lic conversed with his disci-
ples during forty days after his resurrectior, and
empleyed that time in instructing them more fully
counccining the nature of Lis kingdom. Many
wisc and impottant reasons prévented his showing
himself publicly at Jerusalem, to confound the
mialignity and unbclicf of his cnemies. e con-
teuted himself with manifesting the cestzinty of
his glotious resurrection to a swllicient number of|
faithful and credible witnemes; foresecing, per-
baps, that if he appeared in public, those malicious
unbelievers, who had formerly attributed his mira-
cles 1o the power of magic, would now represent
Ais resusrection, 23 a phantom or vision, produced
by the influence o finfernal powers. After having
temsined upon esth, dwiing the space of time

before mentioned, and given to his disciples a di-
vine commission 1o preach the glad tidingsof sulva-
tion and immoitality to the hunan xacc,?ne aacende
ed intp heaven, in their presence, and resumcd the
enjoy ment of that glory which he was possessed
of before the worlds were created.

e ——

BIOGRAPHY.

THE LIFE OF THE REV. JOHN WESLEY, A.M.

o —

{conTiNTED.]

The extraordinary manner in which some per-
sons were frequently affected under Mr. Wesley’s
preaching, as well os that of his coadjutas, now
created much discussiony and to many zave greet
offence. Sume were seized with trembling, under
a painful conviction of sin j others sunk down and
uttered loud and piercing cries; and others fell
into a kitd of agony. In some instances, while
prayer was offered for them, they ruse up with a
sudden change of fecling, and testitied that they
bad * redemption through the blood of Christ, even
the forgiveness of sins, according to the 1iches of
his grace.® Mr. Samuel Wesley, who denied
the possibility of atteining to a knowledge of the
forgiveness of sins, treated these things, in a cor-
respondence with his brother, alternately with
sarcesm and serious severity, and particularly at-
tacked the dactiine of assurance. ~In this contro-
versy, Mr. John Wesley attaches no weight what-
ever to these outward agitations; but contenils
that he is bound to belicve the profession of an in-
ward change made by many, who had been so af-
fected, because that had been confinmed by their
subsequent conduct and spirit.  On the subject of
assurance, both the disputants put forth their lozi-
cal acuteness 3 but the result appears to have been,
upon the whole, instructive to the elder brother,
whose letters soften considerably towards the close
of the correspondence. Mr. Samuel Wesley died
in the following November.

About this time a disagteement of opinion tock
lace between Mr. Wesley and Mr. Whiteficld.
{r. Wesley, being impressed with the strong ten-

dency of the Calvinistic doctrines to preduce An-
tinomianism, published a sermon agzainst absolute
predestination, at which Mr. Whitetield, who had
some time previously embraced that notion, took
offence. A controvelsy between them, embracing
some other points, cnsued, which issued in a tem-
porary estrangement, and they laboured from this
time independently of each dther; their societies
in London, Kingswood, und other places, tcing
kept quite separate. . A reconciliation, however,
took place between Mr. Wesley and Mc. White-
field soine years afterwards, so that they preached
in each other chapels, and Mr. Wesley preached
tne funeral sermon on Mr. Whitefield's death, at
the chapel in Tottenham-court-road, and also at
the ‘Labemacle in Moorfields.

Sevcral preachers, not cpiscopally ordained,
were now employed by Mr. Wesley to assist in
the growing work, which already had swelled be-
yond cven his and his brother’s active powers
suitably to supp‘l{ with the ministration of the
word of God. ~ Mr. Charles Wesley had discour-
aged this from the beginning, and even he himself
hesitated ; but, with John, the promotion of reli-
gion was the first concen, church-order the
second, although inferior in consideration to that

only. With Charles these views were often re-
versad,  Mr. Wesley, in the year 1741, had to

caution his brother against joining the Moravians,
after the example of Mr, Gambold, to which he
was 2t that time inclined 5 and ad(is, ¢ 1 am not
clear, that btother Maxfield should not expound at
Greyhound-lane; nor can I as yet do without
him. Our clerzymen have increzsed full as much
asthe picachers??  Mr. Maxfield’s proaching had
the stronx sanction of the Countess of Huntinzdon ;
but so little of design, with reference to the form-
ing of as2ct, had Mr. Wesley, in the employ-
ment of Mr. Max(ield, that, in his own ahsence
from London, he had only authorized him to pray
with the society, and to advise chem, as might be
needful ; and upon his heginning to Ereach, he
hustened back to silence him. On this his mother
addressed him : ¢ John, you know whet my sen-
timents have been. You cannot suspect me of
frvouring readily any thing of this kind. But
take care what you do with respect to that young
man ; for he is as surely called-of God to preach,
a8 you are. Examine what have been the fruits

of his preaching, end hear him zlso yowsclt”
lll_e took advicey and could not venture tu 1o:bid
\im,

Hlis defence of himself on this point may be
pronounced 1rzefutable, and turns upon the disap-
pointment of the hope which he had ever cherish-
cd that the parochial clergy would take the charge
of those who in different places had been turned
to God by his ministry, and that of his fellow-la-
bouress.

o It pleased Gad,* says My, Wesley, ¢ by tw'o
or three ministers of the Church of i-lnglam!, to
call many sinners to repentance, who, in several
parts, wete undeniably turned from a course of sin
to a course of holiness.

¢ The ministers of the places where this was
done ought to have received those ministers with
open arms ; and to have taken those persons who
had just hegun to serve God into their particular
cate; watching over them in tender ove, lest
they should fa11 back into the snare of the devil.

¢ Instead vs this, the sreater part spoke of these
wninisters, as if the devil, nat God, had sent them,
Some repelled them from the Lords table ; others
stirred up the people against them, representing
them, even in their public discouises, as fellows
not fit to live ; papists, heretica, traitors ; conspi-
1ators against their King and country.

s« And how did they wetch over the sinners
lately reformed? Even as a leopard watcheth
over his prey. They drove some of them from
the Lord’s table 3 to which, till now, they had no
desire to approach. They preached all manner of
evil concerning them, openly cutsing them in the
name of the Lord. They tumed many out of their
work, persuaded others to do so too, and harassed
them in all wanner of ways.

¢ The event was, that some were wearicd out,
and so turned back to the vomit again; and thea
these good pastors gloried over them, and endea-
voured to shake others by their example.

¢ When the ministers, by whoin God had helped
them before, came again to those p]aces, great part
of their wotk was to begin agam, if it coulx be
begun again ; but the relapsers were often so hard-
c}x;ed in sin, that no impression could be made upon
them.

¢ \Vhat could they do in a case of so extreme
necessity, where so many souls lay at stake ?

4 No clerzymen would assist at 2ll.  The ex-
pedient rematned Was, to find some one a2mon
themselves who was upright of heart, aud of wuns
judgment in the things of Gud ; 2nd to desire him
to meet the rest as often as he could, in onder to
confirm them, as he was alle, in the ways of
God, either by reading to them, or by prayer, cx
by eahortation.®?

This statefient may indeed be considered as af-
fording the key to all that, with tespect to church-
order, may be called irregulatity in Mr. Wealey’s
Mture proceedings. God had given him Jatge fruits
of his ministry in various places ; when he was ab-
sent from them, the people were ¢ as sheep hav-
g uo shephend,” or were rather peisecuted b
their natural pastors, the clergy ; he wes reduced,
thercfore, to the nccessity of leaving them with-
out religious cave, or of providing it forthem. He
wisely chose the latter ; but, true to his own prin-
ciples, and even prejudices, he carried this no far-
ther than the necessity of the case : the hours of
scrvice were in no instance to interfere with those
of the Establishment, and at the parish church the
members were exhorted to communicate.  Thus
a religious society was reised op within the na-
tional Church, and with this anomaly, thit 28 ta
all its interior arrangements, a3 a socicty, it was
independent of its ccclesiastical 2uthority. The
iregulatity was, in principle, as great when the
first step was taken as at zny future time. 1t was
a form of practical and partial sepatation, tho"gh
not of theoretical dissent; but it arese ont of a
moral necessity, and existed for some years in
such 2 state, that, had the clergy been disposed to
co-operate in thix evident revival and spread of
true relision, and had the heads of the Chureh
been willing to sanction itinerant labours among
its ministers, and private religious meetings among
the serious part of the Fﬂne for mutaal edifica~
tion, the great hody of Methodists might have
been retained in stiict commu: ° 1 with the Church
of England, . .

We have now to follow thesc apostolic men into
still more extended fields of labour, and to contests
more formidable. They had sustained many at-
tacks from the press; and some frowns from the
authorities of the Church. By mobs they had
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occasionally been insulted both in Enzland and
Wales.  Butin London, soine riotous proccedings,
of a somewhat violent character, now accurred at
their places of worship. With “respect to these,
the fo lowing anecdole is curious, as it shows that
Mr. Wesley’s zeal was regarded with favour in a
bigh quaiter :—<¢ On the last day of 1742, Sir
John (‘.lanson called upon Mr, Wesley, and gaid
¢ Sir, you have no nced to suffer these tistous
mobs to molest you, as they have done long, 1
und all the other Milddlesex Mayistrates have or-
Jers from above to do you justice whenever you
apply to us.? ‘T'wo or three weeks after they did
apply & justice was done, though not with tigour;
and from that time the Methodists had peace in
Loundon.”?

In the discipline of M-thodism, the division of
the society into classes is an important branch.
Lvery class is pluaced under 2 person of expericnce
anl piety, who meets the others once u wecek, for
jrrayer, and inquiry into the religious state of each,
i order to administer cxhortation and counsel.
The origin of these clisses was, huwever, purcly
accidental. The chapel at Bristol was in debt;
aad it was agreed that each member of the society
should contrilitte vne penny a week to reduce the
burden. The Bristol society was therefore divided
into classes 5 and, for convenience, one person was
appointed to collect the weekly subscriptions from
each class, and to t‘p:\‘y the amount to the Stewards.
‘Fhe advantage of this system, when turned to a
higher purpose, at once struck the methodical and
practical mind of Mr. Wesley : hetherefore invit-
ed saveral « camest and sensible men* to meet
himn; and the society in London was divided into
classes like that of Bristol, and placed under the
spititual care of these tried and experienced per-
sons. At first they visited each person at his own
residence once a week ; but the prefecable mode
of bringing every cluss together weekly was at
length adopted. These meetings are not, assome
have supposed, inquisitorial 3 but their business is
confined to statements of relizious experience, anil
the admiinistration of friendly and pious counsel.
Mutual acquaintance with each other is thus form-
od; the leader is the friend and adviser of all ; and
among the members, hy their praying so often with
and for each other, the true « fclfowship of saints”
is pramoted. Opportunitics are also thus afforded
for ascertaining the wants of the J)oorcr members,
and obtaining relicf for them, and for visiting the
sick; the duty of a leader Leing to see the mein-
bets once in the weck, either at the meeting, or
if absent from thet, at home, In regard of this
institution Mr. Wesley remarks, < Upon reflection
1 could not but obscrve, this is the very thing
which was from the begianing of Christianity. In
the earliest times, those whom God had sent forth
s preached the Gospel to every creature® The
body of hearers were mostly either Jews or Heath-
ens, But 33 soon as any of these were so convin-
ecd of the truth as to forsake sin, and seek the
Gospel of salvation, they immediztely joined them
together, took an account of their names, advised
them to watch over cach other, 2nd met these ca-
techumens, as they were then called, apart from
the ireat congregation, thut they might instruct,
rebuke, exhort, and pray with them, and for them,
according to their several necessities.”

Mr. Wesley now extended his labours north-
watd, He first accepted an invitation into Leices-
t:rshicefand thence prozecded to Bistal in York-
shire, where John Nelson, who had been brought
to the knowled&e of God in London by the minis-
try of the Mothodists, had been instrumental on
bis return of doing great . After preaching
to & large congregation on Birstal-hill, and on the
side of Dewsburymoor, and encouraging Mr. Nel-
son in hif endeavours 10 be uscfu), Mr. Wesley
ﬁmecded to Newcastle-upon-Tyne, hoping {o

\ave the same fruit of his labours emong the col-
liers of that neighbourhood as he had seen among
those of Kingawood. In returning southward, he

reached in various of Yorkshire ; and visit-
ing Epworth, where a small socicty of Methodists
had been collocted, and finding the use of the
Church denied him, he stood upon his father’s
tomb, and preached to a numerous conzregation,
who, as well as himself, appear 1o have been
deeply impressed with the circumstance of the
son speaking to them, as from the ashes of his
father, on those solemn subjectson which that ve-
nerable parish Priest had feithfully addressed
the:s for s0 many years. This was on Sunday,
June 6, 1742, ¢ following Sunday he Freac -
ed cq the same spot 10 a vast multitude from all

parts, and with great visible eflect, He left Ep-
worth the following morning, and, after visiting
Bristol, was recalled to London, to attend the last
moments of his mother ; who died a decided wit-
ness of the as:urance of faithy—a doctrine which
in the latter ycars of her life, she lcarned from
her sons more_fully to understand.  She wasin-
teried in the Buabill-field burying-ground.
The lahours of Mr, Chailes Wesley had been
very extended and successful duing the carly
art of the year 1743.  From the west of England
Ke moceeded to Statfordshire, Birmingham, Not-
tingham and Sheleld. At Shefficld, especially,

he ‘was exposed to great danger from the fury of

the mob, " In his Journal he observes : ¢ Those at
Mootficids, Cardiff, and Walsal, were lambs to
these®  On leaving Sheflield, a number of per-
sons wavlaid him, and pelted him with eggs and
stones, David l'aylor, who was with him. was
much hurt in the head by a stone; and as to him-
self, he says, « My clothes indeed abhoired me,
and my atin pained me a little from a blow I re-
ceived at Shetfield.”? Havingreached Leeds, he
preached to thousands before Mr. Shent’s door,
and found the people prepared for the Lord,  The
clergy of Leeds treated him with respect and de-
ference, and constrained him to assist them at the
sacrament. He then went to Newcastle ; and he
remarks in his Journal, that never since he had
preached the Gospel hal he had greater success
than at this time at Newcastle. Soon after this,
his brother laid the foundation of a place for the
public worship of the society, the size of which
startled many ; but he received such assistance,
sometimes froin very uneapected quarters, that he
was enabled to complete it. During this year
new societies were formed in the western, mid-
land, and northern counties, while those before
collected continued greatly to increase. In the
latter end of the same year (1743) Mr. Weslsy
appointed in London visiters of the sick as a dis-
tinct office in his society. .
The same 'y

Mr. Wesley for his cscape from one of the most
dangerons of his encounters with deluded and in-
furiated mobs, ‘The persecution was first excited
by a sermon preached in Wednesbuti Clurch by
tg'e clergyman. [ never,”? says Mr. Wesley,
¢ heard so wicked a sermon, and delivered with
such bitterness of voice and manner.” The effect
was soon visible, and was increased by the conduct

of many of the neighbouting magistrates, full of

what they called churchmanship and loyalty. At
Wednesbury, Datlaseon, and West-Bromwich, the
mobs weie stimulated to abuse the Methodists in
the most outrageous manner; even women and
children were beaten, stoned, and covered with
mud ; their houses were broken open, and their
goods spoiled and carricd away. As soon as the
intelligence reached him, Mr. Wesley hastened
from Bristol, whither he had gone, to comfort and
advise this harassed people. ~ On his arrival, he
preached at Wednesbury without molestation ; but
the 1nob soon after surtounded the housa; and he
was exposed to their fury for a considerable time.
Mr. Chasles, who met him at Nottingham, hasin-
serted in his Jounal a notice of their mecting,
highly characteristic of the spirit of martyrdom in
which both of them lived :—5¢ My brother came,
delivered out of the mouth of the lions ? his clothes

were torn to tatters; he looked like a soldier of

Christ. The mob of Wednesbury, Datlaston, and
Walsal, were permitted to take and carry him about
for several houts, with a full intent to murder him;
but his work is not yet finished, or he bad been
now Wwith the souls underthe altar.” Undaunted
by the usage of his brother, Charles immediately
set out for Wednesbury to encourage the socic-
ties,

In this year, Mr, Wesley made his fitst journey
into Cornwall, whither his brother Chailes liad pre-
ceded him, and had preeched to mobe <t as despe-
vate as that at Shefield.? Mr, Wesley followed
in August, and came to St. Ives, where he found
a society formed on Dr. Woodward’s plan. They
»ladly received him, and became the nucleus of
the Methodist societies in Corawall, which from
this time rapidly increased. In no part of Eng-
Tand has Mecthodism obtained more influence than
in the west of Comnwall. It has become, in fact,

the lealing profession of the e; and its mo-
ral effects upon society may be viewed with the
Highest satisfaction and gratitude, A serious per-

secution way, however, experienced in Comwall,
at the commencement; the riots in S ire
and els=where continued ; and cruel was the treat-

ear was rematkable in the life of

ment which the Mecthodists and several of the
preachers experienced.

‘The first conference was held in June, 1744,
The socictics had spread through various parts of
the kingdom, and & number of preachers, under
the name of assistants and helpers, the former
being superintendents of the latter, had been cn-
gaged by Mr. Wesley in the work, Some clet-
gymen, also, moie or less co-operated to promote
these attempts to spread the flame of true religion,
and were not yet afraid of the cross, These cit~
cumstances led to the distribution of different parts
of the kingdom into circuits, to which certain
preachers were for a time appointed, and wete
then reinoved to others.  The superintendence of
the whole was with the two brothers, but partica-
larly with Mr. John Wesley. The annual con-
ferences afforded an admirahle opportunity of con-
versing on important points and distinctions of
doctrine, that all might ¢ speak the same thing?
in their public ministrations ; and of agrecing upon
such a discipline as the new circumnstances in
which the societies were placed might require.
The labours of the preachers for the ensuing 1yen
were also arranged ; and consultation was held on
all matters connected with the promotion of the
work of God in which they were engaged. Every
thing went on, however, not on preconccived
plan, but ¢ step by step,’ as circumstances sug-
gested and ted the way. To the great Krinciple
of doing good to the souls of men, every thing was
subordinated ; not excepting even theit prejudices
and fears, as will appear from the minutes of the
first conference, which was held in London, us
just stated, in 1744. ‘The ultimate separation of
the socicties from the Church, after the death of
the first agents in the work, was at that early pe-
riod contemplated as a possibility, and made a sub-
ject of conversation § and the resolution was, ¢ We
do and will do all we can to prevent those conse-
quences which are supposed to be likely to hap-
pen after our death : but’we cannot, in good con-
science, neglect the present opportunity of saviag
souls while we live, for fear of consequences
which may possibly, or probably, happen aftcr
weare dead.” ‘I'o this principle Mr, Wesley was
*¢ faithful unto death,” and it is the true key to
his public conduct. His brother, after some ycars,
less stealily adhered toit ; and most of the clergy-
men who attached themselves to Mr. Wesley in
the earlier periods of Mcthodism, found it too bold
a position, and one which exposed them {3 too e~
vere a fire, o be maintained by them. It requir-
ed a firmer courage than theirs to hold out at such
a post ; but the founder of Methodism never be-
trayed the trust which pravidential circumstances
had laid upon him.

In August following, Mr. Wesley preached for
the last time before the University of Oxford. His
sermon evidenlly“produced effect, and the Vice-
Chancellor seut after him, and desised Lis notes,
which he sealed up and sent immediately.

The year 1745 was chiefly spent by Mr. Charles
Wesley tn London, Bristol, and Wales, 1In the
early patt of the next ycar he visited Cornwall,
where he preached with great success, though in
some places he suffered persecution, On his re-
turn to London he visited the Rev. Vinceat Per-
ronet, the venerable Vicar of Shoreham, in Kent,
of whose wise counsels the Wesleys afterwards
frequently availed themselves in malters of diffi-
culty., He then set off on a tour into the north,
and in Staffordshire was exposed o the violence
of ungodly men. l}aving visited Dewsbury,
Newcastle, Hexham, and other places, he return~
ed, through Lincolashire, preaching in sever:l

laces, He did not remain lonz in London before

e setoff for Bristol, and at Devizes had as harrow
an escape for his life, froe n lawless mod, as his
brother liad expericaced at Wednesbury, Amidse
suchstorms were the foundations of that work laid,
the happy tesults of which tens of thousands now
enjoy in peace. Duting the same petiod of two
years the labours of Mr. John Wesley had beenas
unintermittinz. He visited many parts of Eog~
land ; and on his return to London he revived with
vigour the plan which he hiad occasionally acted
on, of writinz and causing to be distributed small
religious tracts, by which the cause of religion
was greatly promoted,

®At this time the attention of Mr, Wesley was
considerably directcd to ¢ the case between the
clergy and the Methodists,” and to the discipline
of the societies, and the means of making provi-
sion for their future welfare. He felt that a case
ofnecessity had arisen, calling upon hir to provide
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a ministry and & government for the people who
had been raised up,—a necessity which rested
upon the obvious alternative that they must cither
be furnished with pastors of their own, or be left
«ithout sutlicient aid in the affairs of their souls,
hisled him closely to examine the whole matter;
wd the subject of church discipline was seriously
discuyssed at several conferences.
(1o be continued.)

The Weslenan.

MONTREAL, THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 1810.

Tue civilized nations of maukind, in the successive
ages of the world, contemplating with complacen-
cy theit own imaginary intellectual superiority—
their genius, discoveries and improvements—their
advancement in ais and sciences, and general
knowledge—have been tempted to adopt the an-
cient seatiment ¢ ¢ No doubt we are the people,
and wisdom will die with us,”?—asentiment which
has petheps never been more proudly indulged
than by the present genetation. The /Eronaut,
descending from his lofty flight—the Miner, cmer-
ging from the bowels of the earth—~the Navigator,
tetuming from his long and perilous voyage ot
discovery—the Astronomer, who has brought his
anowledge from worlds remote, the distances,
magnitudes and laws of whici he has ascertained
—the Contriver and conductor of stupendous ma-
chines, propelled, on land and water, by steam—
the originator and inventer of those thousand other
useful or curious arts and machines, which, in ra-
pid succession, have called forth general admira-
tion ;—may be tempted to imagine that, in their
diflerent discoveries and labours, they have excel-
led the genius and acluevements of all that have
ever lived and laboured before thein.  Let them,
however, look to the history of the past, and con-
template the labours and 1iins of former ages.
Let them look at the pyramids of Egypt, and the
splendid ruins of its stupendons architecture—
matk the sculpture of Greece and the antiquities
of Rome—let the astionomy of the Chaldeans,
the machines of Archimedes, the mathematics of
Euclid, the poetry of Homer, the eloguence of
Demosthenes, the logic of Aristotle, and the phi-
Yosophy of Plato, be remembered ; and it must be
acknowledged, that the human mind was as pow-
erful and fruitful in inventions three thousend
yeais ago, as at the present period.

If, however, it be a fact that the results and
monuments of human ingenuity and power which
distinguish the present age are not so demonstra-
tive of the intellectual superiority of the present
generation over former ages, as may be fondly
imagined by some; they doubtless pussess a mo-
ral character, and a character of excellence and
usefulness, unknown in the inventions and works
of the ancients,  The pyramids of Egypt aze, in-
decd, stupendeus masses, which for thousonds of
years liave astonished the traveller; but what are
they but stapendous monuments of the tyranny of
Taarach, and the slavery of his peopley by whom
they were crected.  The temples end palaces of
the Gentiles wete splendid specimens of architec-
tural skill, znd models for after ages; but they
were the shrines of cruelty, pollution and idola-
try : whereas the efforts of the human mind now,
in the cultivation of the arts and scicnces, and in
those gigantic labours in which so many thou-
sands are now engaged, are promjted by enlight-
cned philanthropy, and are directed to the civily
social and intcllectnal improvement of mankind,
and are caleulated so to aid scientific research
and commercial enterprise, 2nd 4o bring the re-
motest nations apd countrics juto correspondence
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and intercourse with each other, as to establish a
bond of national amity and union among them,
and mutually to advance each others general in-
terests. .

On this subject we extract the following clos-
ing remarks in Mr. Grattan's speech, at the late
celebration of the ¢¢Cunard Festival®? at Boston :—

¢ The million of dollats to be now annual}y ap-
propriated by the Government of England, for fa-
cilitating her intercourse with the variousand re-
wotest portions of the Ametican continent and js-
lands, forms so much tribute money paid to the
great principle of general civilization, whose
whole spitit i3 embodicd in the sentiment that
brought us here today, Ob,sir, if it depended on
me—and, thank Heaven, it requires no man’s ex-
ertions to impress it on this assembly—this seati-
ment should sink deep into the hearts of both
countries, like some cherished precept of their
common religion of Christianity, in all its length
and breadth—Dbinding them together in one hond
of family regard and generous rivalry, elevating
the views and purifying the objects which should
be mutual between them—the improvement of
the American and Eunglish nations, two popula-
tions forming one great people—and through them
advancing the civilization, the freedom and the
hajpiness of the whole human race.  Suchis the
carecr which these two mighty nations are now
tunning—such is the goal which their glorious
spirit of enterprise must eventually reach--such
is the ttiumph, one great step in which we are at
this moment celebrating.”

But that which more silustriously distinguishes
the present period from all former ages, is, the be-
nevolert, and especiaily the religious institutions
and exertions to which it has given birth.  And
as & Christian nation, we are not ashamed to de-
clare hefore the world, that we regard our Bible
and Missionary Societics, our Sunday School and
Tract institutions, and other kindred schemes of
Christian philanthropy, as the chief glory of the
age; becausc we regard’ them as the ¢ light of
the world,’ and the ¢ salt of the eaith,** and be-
cause we believe them to be the means by which
the blessings of Christianity and civilization will
be universally diffused ameng the nations of the
world, and the temporal and eternal interests of
the human race sccured. We shall, therefore,
cver consider our journz] as legitimately and use-
fully cmployed, in fumishing our readers, from
time to time, with information concerning the
operations and successes of these great, because
Chiristian and divinely honoured institutions.

Crrraty as is the final and universal tsiumph
of Christianity, and glorious as that triwmph will
be: the agents and friends of the Missionary
cause ate sometimes called to pursue their way
amidst durk and painfully mysterivns dispensa-
tions of divine providence. The Wesleyan Mis-
sionary Sotiety, a few yeass since, sustained a se-
vere loss in the death of one of their most devoted
Missionaries, the Rev. Mr. Threlfall, who was
massacred in an Afiican kraal, by the people to
whom he was sent to preach the gospel of peace ;
and receatly, as is generally known, the London
Mussionary Society has been deeply afflicted by
the tiings of the tragical death of the Iev. J.
Wilhuns, who was slaughtered by the savages of
Erromanga. while on a visit of Christian mercy
to their shores. At the late meeting of the last
meationed Society, the Rev. Dr. Morrison, in
moving a resolution relative to this melancholy
event, made the following just and affecting re-
matks =—

¢ 1fe said, he must have heen something more
ot lcss than kuman who could ook with calmness
o composure of spitit at that affecting providence
which this resolution rccords, and which, as by
some mighty up-heavings of the natural elements,
has spread desolation and horror through the
whole range of the christian community of this

country. For a season after the first intelligence
of our sad loss reached out shores, we venture.l to
hope against hope, and heguiled our fears and o °r
suspici~ps by an unwilling belief.  But now th.
sad rewity has burst upon our bleeding and alinost
broken hearts, It has burst in all its bitterncss
and all its woe, and we must say, and I feel my
Bible demands ] should say—for these events are
not 1o be passed stightly over—with the pattiarch
of old, ¢ The hand of GGod hath tonched us, How
is the mighty fallen in the inidst of the battle. Ob,
Williams ! thou wastslain in thy high places; our
hearts are distressed for thee, our brother Wil
liams ; very pleasant hast thon been unto us; Oh,
how are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of
war perished I~ But while we venture thus to
feel, and thus to express our feelings, we dare not
forget that it is yet well, supremefy well, with
the inartyr of Jesus. His ctoss has been exchange
ed for a crown that shall never fade, and from the
blood-stained shores of Ertomanga his happy spi-
rit has ascended to his Saviour and his God.
There ate some dispensations, however, of Divine
Providence, and thisappears to be one of them, so
profoundly mysterious, that we can find no relief
under their pressure, save in the settled convic-
tion of the infinite wisdom and benignity of the
Divine government, We hear a voice this day
accosting our cars from the excellent glory, and
saying, ¢ My thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are my ways yout, ways, saith the Lord.”?
f.et us, therefore, bow—humbly bow—heneath
this stroke of an inscrutable Sovercignty. Oh,let
us remember that though clouds and darkness are
round about Jehovah, yet that righteousness and
judgment are the habitation of his throne, and that
mercy and truth shall go before his face. We
may assure oursclves of this, that it is our ignor-
ance alone that invesis the affecting providence
which has overtaken us with such a character of
mystery. (Hcar hear.) Could wa see the end
fiom the begisning, could we look at events with
the eye of Omniscience, could we fully compre-
hend the whole series of the Divine operations,
the connexion of one event with anotlier, and of
all events with one grand and perfect whole, we
should feel. we should see, as we cannot feel or
sce this day, that the providence which has over-
taken us is in perfect consistency with the infinite
kindness as well as yectitude of God’s moaral go-
vernment, and that al! God’s ways to this great
Institution have been in the strictest harmony
with his own spotless purity, benevolence, and
goodness. (Hear.) It is not our province, and
never can be, to attempt 1o expound the bidden
purposes and designs of the Divine mind, for God
giveth no account of his matters to any.  Yet let
us not forget, but cherish the thought, that our
martyred brother has assuredly been taken from
the cvil to come ; that the heart-rending death
which has befallen him has thrown around him,
and th * work in which he died, a halo of imperish-
able gloty ; that he has fallen at a time, and in
circunstances, in which the bright inheritance of
a sputless reputation has been bequeathed by him
to the cause of christian missions ; (cheers ;) that
the very maaner in which he has fallen is such
as, by the grace of God, to operate in the most
powerful, and, I trust, abiding manner, upon the
zeal and devolion of the christian church in that
great cause to which he devoted himself?

Wg feel obliged by the kind notice which hze
been taken of the Wesleyon by the conductors of
the press, here and at Quebec; and are glad that
the design and general arrangement of the publi-
cation appear to meet general approbation. We
can assure our friends that it will be our steady
and conscientious endeavour, by the avoidance of
all party questions and exciling topics, not only
as connected with general politics, but matters of
secular, local interest; to render the journal a
useful and acceptable vehicle of religions instruc-
tion and information to the community in general,
leaving the discussion of the great questions aris-
ing out of political events, whether here or else-
where, 10 the abler pens of those who conduct
the secular journals of the province.

Coxsipeaixc the name and design of this pube

ication, our readers will not be surprised by our
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having occupied the biographical depariment of
the first and second numbers with a memoir of
that great and good man, the founder of the reli-
gious denomination which bears his name—the
fler. John Wesley, A.M. It is expected the me-
moit will extend through two numbers more, and
will then be followed by biographical sketches of;
other emincnt individuals, who, in their dey and
generations, were ¢ burning and shining lights.”

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

. everal valuable communications have just
come to hand, which shall reccive due attention.
Orders for the Wesleyan from ditferent parts of the
country have also been received and forwarded.
Our.thanks are due to several friends for the sup-
yort they have kindly piomised and already afford-
ed us in recommending the publication and pro-
curing subscribers.
T ———

WESLEYAN INTELLIGENCE.

ANNIVERSARY OF THE WESLEYAN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY, HELD IN LONDON, NAY 4, 1840.
(Continued from page 7.)

As a summary of the Repott, it was stated, that
the principal or Central Mission Stations occupied
by tge Socicty, in the various parts of the world
now enumerated, are about 210. The missiona-
ries are 462, beside catechists, local-preachers,
assistants, superintendeuts of schiools, schoolmas-
ters and mistresses, artizans, &c., of whom up-
wards of 300 are employed at a modcrate salary,
and 3,350 atford their services gratuitously.—
The number of communicants on the Mission Sta-
tions, according to the latest return, is 78,228,
being an increase of 5,578 on the number reported
last year. This total does not include the nuinber
under the care of the missionaries in Ircland.—
The numberof the scholars in the Mission Schools
is 53,103,

After an admirable speech from the Rev, J.
Dixon, for which we have not room,

The Rev. EpMunp Cunasp, from India, and be-
Jongiug to the London Missionary Socicty, said—
Hc was extremely happy to hiave the opportunity
of attending that mecting, that he might give a
};crsonal illustration of the principle that had been

rought forward more than once in the speeches
that had been delivered, that, in our great mis-
sionary cnterprise, we were all one. (Hear,
biear.) It was his happiness to be associated in
missionary labour, in India, with onc of the meet-
ing’s own Secretaries, (Mr. Hoole,) and it was in
deference 1o his call that he had cn aged to come
forward this morning, in order, as that gentleman
himself had stated, to express a fratemnal fecling
towards tho great body which that mesting was
supposed to represent. Heartily thank{ud he was,
at having been able thus to meet the members of
the Wesleyan Society. (lHear, hear.)  He had
found no difficulty in co-operating with Wesleyan
Missionaries in Indix, nor did he take any credit
to himself, because he had been able to go on
hand in hand and heart in heart with them iu this
vast entcrprise. (Hear, hear.) They had but
one spiritual object to promote ; they had been
enabled to keepthat distinctly and stegdily before
them ; and this being the case, little matters had
been lost sight of. He should have been happy
to say more upon this subject,
was wished that he should state something on the
topic which this resolution distinetly bronght be-
fore the meeting. It was always very painful to
hiave to say anything against those from wlom we
had experienced kindness, and it was with un-
dissembled sorrow he had fo raise any objection tu
any of the proccedings of the East India Company,
from whom the greatest kindncss had been re-
ceived. There was a time, however, when they
frowned upon missionarics, and when the mission-
aiies experienced no protection from them ; but
now all'the freedom they as men experienced, they
had from the local govemnment of India, and, by
the distinguished individuals there, they were
treated with unmingied kindness and courtesy.
(Cheers.) Fourteen years-of the best of his life
had been spent there, and he should be happy to
return, which he was upon the point of doing, to
that distant land, there to end his days. Me had
hoped-that the abomination of idolatry would have
been entirely removed, before hie again quitted

but lie understood it.}

the shores of his native country, but it was not so,
A short tie since, he had received a letter from
a gentleman in Madras, which stated, that, not-
withstauding the pledge that had been glven in
Patliament, and notwithstanding the express or-
ders, and the distinct promises, of the Court of
Directors, nothing had been done in Madras with
a view to remedy the evil which had been solong
complained of; and it was a moustrous evil,
Would the mecting believe, that the Great Feast
in the Island of Seringapatam, about three miles
from "Lrichinopoly, when the idol was brought out
with great pomp, and lifted up into the car, amid
the rending shouts of inultitudes, and when those
shouts had been hushed into silence, before any
native was allowed to approach, and make an ot-
fering to the ido), all eyes were directed to a
tent, from which one advanced, and ottered a
gilt to be presented to the idol, in the name, and
on the behalfy of the British Last lndia Company.
(Mear, hear) Would the meeting belicve, that
a golden clothy as it was called—a cloth into
which nuch gold was interwoven—was handed
up into the car, to be placed upon the idol; and
thus Lionoar was done to their wood and to their
stone, (Hear, hear.) This was a scene, which
was occursing at that moment ; even in this very
wonth of May; and the letter which he had al-
luded to, went on to describe other offerings to
idols, on account of the Honourable East lndia
Company. Forinstance, the emblem of marriage
was presented to, and tied round the neck of, an
idol, by some officers of the government, as if to
intiinate how their secular and idolatrous pursuits
harmonised. 1t was these things the missionaries
complained of, and 1t was these things that must
be abolished. 1t was coustantly cast into the
teeth of the missionaries, that the government
could not interfere with the religion ot the coun-
try; all they wished was, that the government
would do just noth’ng at all thear, hear;] that
they would let the system of thé couutry stand
upon its own strength, because then, from its own
weakness, it would soon fall. They distinctly
disclaimed any wish that the governimnent should
interfere, by any statute, for the purpose of forci-
bly putting down idolatry. f.et the system be
adhered to by the natives, till they become more
enlightencd, but let there be no participation in
that system by our local government, (Hear,
hear.) Had time permitted, he should have liked
to have shown Low thuse practices operated on
the young European. It was not unusual to en-
trust to the young civilian the pagoda affuirs as
they were called ; and the young civilian, having
his religion hanging but loosely about him, was
liable to have his horror of idolatry semoved; and
mauy of those young men, in this way,.had be~
come the actual defenders of idolatry in India.
(Hear, hear) Under such circunstances, it ill
hecame men of station to taunt the missionary
system with waut of success, when they them-
selves were labouring, with both hands, to uphold
that which it was the object of missionaries to
overthrow. So long as he could, during his sta
it England, he had never hesitated (o raise his
voice against those practices in India, and to
bring the details vefore the British community: ;
and he hoped the matter would be steadily and
strongly pressed and persevered in at home, be-
cause nothing could be done yonder, until such
unhallowed practices were eantirely swept away.
He most cordially seconded the Resolution.

Sir Perer Laurtk, on recciving a vote of
thanks, said,—Instead of thanking me, I ought to
thank you, for you have afforded me a treat this
day that 1 shalinever forget, (Cheers.) lalways
loved the Wesleyans, Many a time 1 have slip-
g:d into Hinde Street Chapel, unknown to any-

dy,and 1 was always enamoured of your creed.
(Hear, hear.) Mr. Dixon has stated that you
could give a code of laws for New Zealaud.
Why, the code of laws L have read of the Wes-
leyan Connexion would atlord Jaws for the govern-
ment of Europe. If ever L saw perfection ia
laws,—if ever [ saw human wisdom in laws,—it
is, in my humble opinion, in the laws by which
you ate (govemed. 1am glad to have the oppor—
tunity of” adding this-to the former expression of.
my sentiments; and I am very glad now {o.have
the opportunity. of saying that although Iloved
the Wesleyans before, I now loved them more
and more,  (Heary hear.) I will go farther than
that, because [ wih declate, that that member of
the Church of. England-who does not love the

Wesleyans, and who does not frel gratitude to
them for their suppoit of that Establishment does
not deserve to belong to the Church of England.
Cheers.) You have been the best friends of the
“hurch of England. You have shown them a
zeal and an example which they have endeavored
to follow 3 and you are now supporting them in
the position they hold ; and therefore, every mem=
ber of the Chu ch of i'}ngland, if he is true to his
own creed, must love, as [ do most cordially and
most sincerely, the Wesleyans as a body, and

every one of you as individuals. (Much cheering.)
WrsLEYAN MisSION-HOUSE,
Hatton Garden, London, Junc 18, 1810,

¢ We have much pleasure in stating, that the
Rev, T. B. Freceman, Wesleyan Missionary on the
Gold-Coast in Western Africa, whose Journal of
his recent tour to Ashantee has just excited so
deep and universal an interest, anived in London
on ‘Thursday last. M. F. isaccompaniced by Mr,
V. De Graft, a native Local Preacher, and a va-
luable assistant in the African Mission. Their
stay is expected to be verv'short: when Mr. F,
hopes to return to the scen of his evangelical la-
bours, accompanied by six ocher Missionaries ; four
of these are intended to be his companions in the
glorious enterprise of attempting to est blish a
mission among the 4,000,000 of men whe consti-
tute the population of Ashantee and its dependens
cies 3 and thus to introduce Christianity, educas
tion and civilization into one important portion of
that great continent, to which Britain owes so
vast a debt of reparation for the wrongs and mise-
ries of the accuraed slave-trade.”?
]

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

SWWISS MISSION AT GRANDE LIGNE..

The mission-house which.has been building for
some time, through the Divine blessing, is now
completed. It was opened lust Sabbath, the 9th
instant, with services of a very interesting charac-
ter, in the French language,. conducted by the
Rev. E. N. Kitk, of New York, and the Rev. L.-
Roussy, labouring at this station. The morning
service was attended by 150- persons, several of
whom came fiom New York, and others from
Montreal, About two-fifths were French-Cana-
dians, including the members of the Congregation.
In the afternoon, the attendcnce was less—many
having left after the English service, in which the
Rev. Mesers, Chickering, of Maine, and Dr, Da-
vies and Mr. Strong, of Montreal, tovk a paste
In the momning, after a solemn dedicatory prayer
by "Mr. Roussy,. a very impressive discourse was
delivered by the Rev. Mr. Kirk, on Matt, iv. 13}
16. &« The land of Zebulon, and the land of
Nephthalim, by the way of the sca, beyond Jor-
dan, Gelilee of the Gentiles, The people which
sat in darkness saw great light ; and to them which
satin the region and shadow of death, light is
sprung up.”?

The sermon in the afternoon wae preached frone
the words, % What think ye of Christ?? and
seemed to make a considerable impression on tho
audience, mostly Canadians,

Thisinteresting occasion degserves furthernotice,
which we expect to give in our next paper. It
may be safely said shat the influences of the gos-
Eel were largely felt by all present. May the

lessing of the Most High be vouchsafed to our
brethren and sisters labouting in this important
tield! It is gratifying to know that £:20 was col-
lected to assist in rebuilding a barn belonging to
one of the members of the church, which had been
lately buint down, there is little doubt, by an ene~
my to the oepel.. We are informend thatthe Reve

7. Kitk preached on Monday evening, on which
occasion the attendance of French-Canadians was
much greater.—Occasional Paper, issued by the
French Canalian Society.

ASHANTEE MISSION,

MARRIED,

At Quebee, on Saturday the 8th instant, By the Rev.
W. M. Harvard, Mr. Matthew Scott, of Norwich, Up-
per Canada, to Miss Baicd, lately from Balline, Ircland.

In this city, on Saturday the 15th instant, by the
Reve R. L. Lusher, Mr. John Evans Lovell Miller,

rinter of the IVesleyan, 10sMiss. Margaret Esther Gt
, of this city.

DIED,,
At Quedbee, an Friday the 7th.instant; after a2 short.
illness. the infant daughier of the Rev, John Borland,,
Lof.‘\lelboume, aged sixteen mouths.. ;




MISCELLANEOUS.

THE DESTRUCTIVE TORNADO AT NATCHEZ,

Tur follywing letter, (which we have permis-
sion to publish,) addressed by the Rev. 8. G.
Winchesier to his friend, the Reve W Blood, A,
M., whois nt present officiating, with great ac-
ceplance and vsefulness, amon? ditfcrent congre-
gations in this city 5 furnishes a melancholy corro-
toration of the accounts which have appeared in
the public prints relative to the recent tremendous
catastrophe ot Nalchez and its aciehbourhood;
and while it excites oursympathy for the bereaved
aad sutlering families which have survived, should
also fill our hearts with gratitude to Almighty God,
that in this northetn clime we are happily free
from those visitations of storm and tempest, by
which the regions of the south are so frequently
savaged i —

Natcuee, May 11, 1810,

Bear Pragsp,—1 have just reeerved yours of
tue <d May. 1 Lasten toanswerits As a city,
we ore fo ruins,  You will doubtless have heard
betore this reaches you, that an awful tornado has
swept over our cily, and leid us to the dust.
There is scarcely an entire house standing in the
city, 1t occurred on Thursday last, between one
and two o’clock, My chimnies wete blown down
—the two gable ends of my house blown out—the
Lack gatlery blown away--my trees and tenceson
the gtounds  More than three handred lives were
losty, and more than five nullions of property,
Three steamboats and shout ninety flat boafs,
with all their crews and cargoes, enfirely lost.
‘The Methodist church is in ruius; the stecple of
mine thiown down ; and part of the roof of the
Epinm{ul is sone. The wholescene is one of La-
exampled distress.  Every holcl is demolished ;
anc end of the City Hotel and one end of the Man-
sion-kouse remain.  The tavern under the hill 1s
even with the ground, and eleven dead bodies
have been dug from the ruing, The theatreis in
perfect ruins. Mr. Wilson’s store, where your
coats were, is uttetly destroycd, and partly blown
into the river ; il your coats were ot sent, they
are now forever lost. 1 arrived in the night atout
onz oclock, and found my fomily atlwell; they
kave been mercifully spated fivm the desolating
hurricane.

We are all in coafusion. I have boarded up
my house, aad retumed to it today. [ wrnite now
in hestey but will wiite sca again s soon as 1
hear from you, and know when you sail for Ena-
land, and where I am to dircct ‘my letter. My
wife juins me in kind regards to you,

2xcusz hestey and belicve me cyver your sincere
f:i:n&.‘.

8. G. Wisnenasten.

Varve or one Biste.~Were it possible to re-
aiize the idea that only a single copy of the bible
was vpen eauth; and that alt mankina knew where
it was deposited ; with what delizht would myriads
press fo the favoured spot l—what pilanimages
would be undertaken to catch cven a glimpse of
the inestimable treasuie ! Kings would lay down
their crowss before ity and sages press from the
shades of retiremént, and the schools of science,
to partake of wislon at the fountain which mercy
had unlocked. And is the value of thistreasure he-
coine impaired because means are devised o ren-
der it accessible to all?  Is the lizht of revelation
less valuable because it no longer admits a ¢ strug-
sling ray’? through the jealows door-wiys and
narrow windosws of the temple, but bursts forth in
all the Lrightacss of its mujesty, to console and
cheer 2ad anireate the universal family of man 24—
Dudley,

Angevote oF Quiny Buizarnetin—Bacon, in
his Apophthegms, relstes the following 2necdote :
—~—Queen Elizabeth, secing Sir Edward ——ew. in
her garden, Jooked ont 2t her window, and asked
kim, in Italian, ¢ What does a man think of when
ke thinks of nothing?®?  Sir Edwird, who had
not had the eflects of some of the Queen’s grants
30 500D as he had hoped, made answwer s ¢ Madam,
he thinks of a woman’s promise.”” The Queen
shrunk in her head, but was heard to say, & Well,
Yir Edward, I must not confute you: an;zer mokes
dull men witty, but it keeps them poor,”

THHE WESLEYAN.

Bxtnacr srom Rusi’s Mesoraxna or A Re-
stpENc aT s Count or Loxvox.—¢ When the
Prince came fiom his apattinent, cilled in the lan-
guage of palaces his closety into the entré roo:ine,
I prosented to him Mr. John Adams Swith, as
public secretary of the legation, and Mr. Ogle
Taylan, as attached to it pelson:\{ly. Other spe-
ciul presentations took plece 3 amongst then, that
of the Prince of Messe Hemberg, by Lord Stew-
arty Loth distinguished in the then recent battles
of the continente  The Prince Regent oved
about these rooms, until he had addressed evesy
body ; all waating lus salutation.  Domis hitherto
shut, now opcnca, when a new scene appeared.
You heheldy in a gorgecous mass, the company
that had twned oft to the rights  The opening of
the dvors was the signal for the commencement of
the general levee. 1 remained with others to
sce it,  All passed, one by one, before the Prince,
each receiving a momentary salutation, To a
few he addiessed conversation, hut briefly 5 as it
stopped the lines All were in rich costumes Men
ol genius and science were there ; the nollity
weie numerousy, so were the military.  There
werc fiom forty to fifty generals; perhaps as ma-
ny adnnrals 3 with thionzs of officers of rank in-
ferior, [ remaiked upon the number of the
wounded. ¢ Who is that,® I asked, ¢ pallul, but
with a countenance so animated 2* ¢ Thal’s Ge-
neral Wallier,? | was tol}, ¢ who was pierced with
bayouctsy whilst leading on the assault at Radc-
jos.* ¢ And he, close by, tall but limping ¢
¢ Colondd Ponsonby ¢ he was left for dead at Wa-
terloo; the cavalry, it toas thought, had trampled
upon him.? Then came one of like port, but de-
praved of a leg, and as he moved slowly onward,
the whisper went, ¢ That's Lord Anglesea? A
fontth hidbeen wounded at Seringapatam ; 1 fifth
at ‘Talavera; sume had suffered in Egypt, some
in Ancrica,” ‘There were those who had reccived
scafs on the deck with Nelson j others who car-
iivdd thean lioin the days of Howe, One,yes one,
had fought at Saratoga, It wos so that my en-
quiries were answered.  All had ¢ done their du-
ty.? this was the favourite praise bestowed. They
had earned a title to come before their sovereign,
and read in his recoguition their country’s appio-
bution.?

Anil does the hero of a hundred battles consides
himself as amply 1ewaided for the perils, toils and
wounds of his militury career, by the approving
tecoguition of his priuce, and the grateful plou-
dits of his country ?  Let the Christian warnor
continue courageously to fight the ¢ good fixht of
faith,” and resist the spititval enemies ol hissoul
and of his God!y and he will be s snore than con-
qucioy?’ and finally realize the fulfilment of that
grest promisz, ¢ 1 will give him the momung
star®—yca, ¢ To him that cvercometh will I
gant to sit with me in my throne, even as 1 also
overcame, and am set down with my Fother in
his throne.”~—Rev. iii. 21.

About thisty streets of the city of Pompeii, after
having been covered with the lava and ashes fiom
Vesuvius, for nearly 1800 years, are now restored
to light, forming a thiré part of the town: the
walls which formed its ancient enclosure have
been recognized s & magniticent amphitheatre, 2
theatre, a forum, the temple of Isis, that of Venus,
and a number of other buildings, have been clear-
ed ; the secret stairs by wi. 1 the priests ol those
times slily crept to prompt the o .cles have been
detected 5 hut the works are progressing very
slowly, owing to the want of funds,

Tuosas a Keaurss.— This Thomas was called
a Kempis from a little village of that name in the
diocese of Cologne, where he wasborn in the year
of our Lord 1373. His parentage and fortune were
mean: at 13 ycars old he bezan his studies, and
about 19 betvok himself to a Monastery of Augus-
tin’s Monks. About five and twenty he took the
habit of that house and order ; there he continued
for the space of scventy years, particulatly emi-
nent for his piety, humility, diligent study of the
Holy Scriptutes, anxicty of life, moving eloquence
of discourse, and extraordinary zeal in prayer. In
his person, hie was of middle stature, of 8 strong
hrown -complexion, a lively pietcing eye, and a
sight s0 good that though he Jaboured much under
infirmitics of old age, yet he was never reduced
to the use of spectacles. Me dicd July 25th,

1471, in the ninety-second year of his age.~—Co-
lonial Churchmen, .

There is at present in the grapery of Col. Co-
nally, at Castictown, a vine measuring the extra-
ordinary length of 100 feet 3 and, in order to thin
the ciop, the gardencr cut away 2,000 bunches
of grapes, leaving to ripen the prodigioua quantity
of 3,600 bunches.  This is the largest and most
productive vine in this country.—Dublia paper.

Last year, in a feld ot Three Rivers, two seeds
were sown, which produced the saine scason, two
cat loads of vegetable melons,

2/
POETRY.

THE TRIUMPY OF TRUTH.

*Tis bi.ilt on a rock, ard the tecmpest may ravey
1ts solid foundation repels the proud wave;
Though Satan himsclf should appear in the van,
Truth similes at the rage of the anbdcd clan.

“ Like the sun going furth® in his mighty career,
‘I'o gludden the carth and illumine cach sphere ;
‘The chariot of Trath shall in majesty roll

O'cr climalc, isle, ocean, to each distant poles

A glorificd course it shall nobly puesue,
Eucircling with radiance both Gentile and Jew:
And millions of heathens, theie idols despising,
Shall bask in the lizht, arnd exult in its rising!

The shadows that cover the regions of Han

Shall vanish, or Bame with the Yight of the Lans:
Each lovely green islang, that gcms the salt wave,
His teuth will convert, his philantbropy save !

Already a gloty has flamed in the West;
Poor Negrocs with spiritual frcedom are blest §

The palms of the South show its beautiful blaze ;
And the Boreal pines have been tipt with its rays

A voice in the descr!, a vojce in the nood !

A voice o%cr the twountain and bitlowy flood ¢
““Thy glory is come ;" abject heathen, “ arise,
And shine,” like & new-riscn star in the skics ¢

4 A Star in the Edst” is to millions display’d,
Whosc lustre has sunk the proud Crescent in shads
O'cr the datkness of nations, for ages forlorn,
Bright Truth is diffusing ruillennial 1o ¢

O'er pagod and altar the Cospel has blazed;

The Brahmin has wonder'd, the Moslem has gaz'd 3
‘The vision dclightful shall Salem behold ;

Aud, under one Shepherd, the world be one fuldt

The sign of the Cross has appear’d— the blest sign;
And faith has decypher'd e molto diviue,

¢ He 1nust reign” till the nations in homagebow dowa ;
The wicked his footstool— hclicvers his crown.

Life’s river of crystal shall every where flow,

Till flowerless desects & paradise grow ;

And wilds Uleak and barren burst out in the glory,
Predicted by Secrs in prophetical story.

The record denounces that Babel shall fali;
Priest, pagod, fane, idol, mosque, minarct—~all
The strong holds of Satan 10 ruins be hurl'd ;
And glory shall cover our desolate world ¢

The mighty may fight with JEHOVAR'S decree
And the sceptic may write that it never shall be ;
But the finger of time on its dial shall stop,
Ere one promisc prove false, or one prophecy drop ¢
Go, stop it, proud scorners § alas, it is vain !
Ye may as well e up the winds with a ehaln
Or the stars, or the tides of the ocean control ;
Or fusc the vast ices that rivet the pole.
MARSDRN.
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