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WILL 80D DWELL WITH MEV? scribes this longing for Ood, ns like thv

By Bishop Matthew Simpson, in Madi- tl,irst exPeriencei1 in " l,r>- lftUl1' wherB 
son A vente M. E. Chihch, New York. 1,0 water >"•th« unsatisüed, the constant,

................... parching feeling of thirst; so the soul
But will (Jod m very deed dwell with men . . c „ ,,, . * cries out for God, even for the living

on the earth ?—2 Chron. vi: 18. ,, ,God.
The human soul in its better moments I do not suppose that, in this ques-

longs for the knowledge and friendship tion asked by Solomon, he had any 
of God; and to many a heart the ques- ' doubt. It is put in a form to impress
tion comes as it did to Solomon: “ Will itself; 44 Will God in very deed " dwell
God in very deed dwell with men on the with men on the earth; will He so
earth?” Will He come to my heart; shall dwell that we shall know of Hispres- 
/-know Him in His presence and in the ence? The question appears to have 
fullness of His power ? There are times been answered by his own soul, for im- 
of prosperity, of health, with friends mediately he asks that God will look 
aro.rnd us, with our usual wants sup- with favor on the enterprise of opening
plied, when we thinly little of God, and that temple, and be with the people,
the soul does not feel so much that and with confidence he asks for the ubid-
there is need of Him. But to every one ing presence of God with them. So that
of us there has come, or will come, mo- I understand the question to have its
ments of anxiety, moments of sorrow, own answer, and that answer to be: 
moments when we shall feel that there “God will indeed, most assuredly, dwell 
is no human friend that can supply for with men on the earth.” 
us that which we need. There will come The circumstances under which the 
a time when the soul is about to quit its words were spoken are full of interest, 
abode in this earthly tabernacle and to The temple had been built—a temple 
go out alone into eternity; and then, which had occupied more than seven 
when all human help is felt to fad ’ years in building, on which had been
soul cries out for God. Will He come expended millions of money, which was
near; will He befriend and be with us one of the finest edifices ever reared on 
in those moments? The Psalmist de- earth. In the quaint language of the 

[The flint several sermons arc reported in full ; the remainder are given in condensed form. Every 
care is taken to make these reports correct; yet our readers must not forget that it would lie unfair 
to hold a speaker responsible for what may appear in a condensation, made by another, of his 

1 discourse.)
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old translation, Solomon i t made to say 
that it was “exceedingly magnificent.” 
In all bis glory, in all his vast concep­
tions, the temple was one of the grand­
est and greatest; and around it gathered 
the joy, the faith and hope and love of 
the people. That temple had been 
finished; its appointments were all 
made; the Ark of the Covenant had been 
carried from Mount Zion across into the 
temple. And when finished, there came 
down on the temple a cloud of glory. 
We can scarcely fancy what that was: 
there was some darkness, some glory, 
something which indicated the divine 
presence, the divine acceptance of the 
offering. The priests could not minis­
ter in the temple because of that glory : 
and yet, with that glory abiding around 
it, on the platform made for the pur­
pose, Solomon led the devotions of the 
people, and kneeling down spread out 
his hands before God and made the 
wonderful prayer of which these words 
are a part. There were before him and 
about him indications of the divine 
presence. His own heart felt a wonder­
ful joy, and a spiritual influence. There 
was no question but that God was there. 
The people could behold a cloud of 
glory; and though there was no special 
form, yet there was an indication of 
God’s approval. And then the answer 
that followed was wonderful. The sac­
rifices had been placed on the altar, and 
when Solomon had finished his prayer, 
there came down from heaven, in the 
sight of the people, fire which con­
sumed the sacrifiées, and the whole vast 
assembly bowed themselves and cried 
out, “ The Lord is good ; his mercy en- 
dureth forever.” They joined in one of 
the great Psalms of jubilee which had 
been prepared to be sung ; they adored 
God as they recognized His presence, 
and the answer was given. God indeed 
dwelt in that temple and among men.

And see the effect on Solomon's own 
heart, and on that vast assembly. It is 
said that the king and all the people 
offered sacrifices before God. Think of 
the millions already spent in the erec­
tion of the temple! All is finished, but 
note they offered sacrifices. And think

of the extent of those sacrifices. Solo­
mon made his offering of ‘22.0(H) oxen 
and 120,000 sheep! Suppose each ox 
were estimated at $20, and you have 
$440,000. And 120,(MR) sheep: estimate 
each one at two dollars and you have 
$240,(MX). So that you have in Solomon's 
own offering, at a low estimate, nearly 
three-quarters of a million of dollars. 
And it was not for the house, for that 
was finished: nor for the appointments, 
for they were all made: but an expres­
sion of gratitude to God. And did the 
offering impair his resources ? Was he 
exhausted by such an offering? He be­
came the richest man, probably, on 
earth ; he made silver, it is said, to be 
like the stones of the ground in Jerusa­
lem. God poured in upon him riches, 
and after he had offered to God so 
abundantly out of what God gave him, 
God poured back into his treasure 
almost more than man could compute. 
It is thus that God deals with men on 
earth in His government, in His provi­
dences, in His gracious care over thos.- 
who put their trust in Him and do His 
will.

It is not only by. such an answer, 
which had something of the visible in 
it, and such immediate results, that we 
see the presence of God in His provi­
dence; but in the whole history of rev­
elation we have answers to this ques­
tion, “ Will God in very deed dwell 
with men on the earth ?” The Incarna­
tion of Christ, His coming to be with 
men, was the greatest answer. He came 
to dwell upon our earth, to be a man 
among men. He should be called *Eman- 
uel, it was said, which is, being inter­
preted, “God with us,” God about us, 
God around us. And how beautifully 
was God revealed in Christ! He came 
with all the attributes of divinity, came 
with all the powers of the Godhead, and 
yet identified Himself so with man as 
to be beside the lowliest, to throw no 
awe over the poorest! He came not 
vested as a monarch, though all things 
were made by Him and for Him, but 
He came as a babe in the manger, for 
whom there was no room in the inn; 
He came to be among the poorest of the
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poor, the lowliest of the lowly. “No 
room in the inn!” An exile into Egypt, 
the reputed son of n poor carpenter, 
working for His daily bread, He came 
to identify himself with humanity in 
all its forms of weak ess and sorrow, 
that He might take humanity and raise 
it up with Him to the very throne of 
God. He came to be with us, to be of 
us. We can never explain, with human 
reason simply, the Incarnation. It was 
a great fact; not a question of philos­
ophy, not a problem to be solved by 
human reason. It was “God made 
flesh.” He came and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father.” 
But how He addressed Himself to all 
our necessities; how He joined Himself 
to the whole human family; the little 
children He took in Ilis arms and bless­
ed. He started humanity on its course 
of love and joy. He was present at the 
marriage feast in Cana of Galilee to add 
His blessing to human hope. He was 
in the abodes of sickness and ofsorrrow 
everywhere. It was not for the one 
widow of Nana that He raised that son, 
but to show all widows, everywhere, 
the sympathizing heart of their Father 
and Savior. It was not for the sisters 
at Bethany alone that He raised up Laz­
arus, that He wept tears at the tomb, 
but for all sisters in sorrow, that they 
might feel He was a Brother, and that 
the sympathy of the great heart of the 
God-man was with the suffering and 
the sorrowful. And so everywhere He 
had a look of pity and love, touching 
those sick with all manner of dises- „-s, 
and healing them. He passed through 
all forms of suffering,—reproach, agony, 
torture, death,—that He might show us 
that He had sympathy with man in all 
his conditions. And then, when He 
had gotten to the bottom of the tomb 
where we shall be, after lying until the 
third morning, He gathered round Him­
self His own power as God, and He 
brake the bonds of the tomb, threw off 
the habiliments of death, rose and went 
forth, and sends back word to the sons 
of men everywhere: “lam He that was 
dead, and am alive again; and behold,

I live forevermore.” God did dwell 
with men on earth.

Solomon was overwhelmed with the 
thought: “ The heaven of heavens can­
not contain Thee; how much less this 
house which I have built !" Yet God 
somehow comes and dwells among men. 
We seem to know something more to­
day of the extent of the universe than 
was known in ancient times, but after 
all it is but “the heaven of heavens." 
The whole immensity of space cannot 
contain Jehovah; He is infinite, unlim­
ited. The whole domain of time cannot 
confine Him; He is eternal: “From ever­
lasting toeverlasting thou art God." And 
yet, with all His omnipotence and with 
all His omnipresence,and with all His in­
finite and eternal attributes, He comes 
and dwells among men; and not with 
men only, but with you and with me. 
We sometimes fail to see fully, fail to 
be benefited fully, by this declaration, 
because we talk of God with man as if 
in the vastness of the millions of men 
we lost sight of the individual. It is 
with us as individuals He comes, God 
with us, God with yon, with me, in our 
homes, in our families, by morning, 
noon and night. God in very deed 
comes and dwells with men on earth, 
just as Christ dwelt, and Christ loved, 
and Christ sympathized: He reveals to 
us the Father. And the answer seems 
to be when our hearts cry out like 
Philip’s, “Show us the Father and it 
sufticeth us,” we hear Jesus say: “Hast 
thou been so long time with me, Philip, 
and yet hast thou not known me? He 
that secth me seetli the Father also." 
The heart of God is seen in the heart of 
Christ; the affection of the great Father 
is manifested in the love of Christ.

But then again there is an answer that 
was given, not only on the manifesta­
tion of Christ, but on that great day of 
Pentecost, in the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
After Christ had gone from the earth, 
the disciples in their sorrow would have 
thought that their hope had all been 
gone had not Christ said, “ It is expe­
dient for you that I go away ; for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come. 
I go to prepare a place for you, and I

v
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will comp again and receive you unto 
myself." And so there came the prom­
ise of the Father. And it seems to me 
as though the Shekinah that dwelt in 
the temple, that had been under the 
wings of the cherubim, moved over that 
assembly of those disciples of Christ as 
they met, as I suppose, not very far 
from that holy place, and a spirit came 
as with the sound of a rushing wind, 
and as the Shekinah, the cloud of tire, 
it came over and then rested on the 
heads of the disciples and the company, 
and then it disappeared; I suppose, 
went from the heads down into the 
hearts, there to abide. God comes to 
dwell with men forever, and His dwel­
ling place is your heart and mine.

But the question arises, How can we 
know that God dwells with men? I an­
swer, we may have knowledge of various 
grades and in various ways. We may 
know, as a matter of reason, the divine 
presence: as for instance, the design 
that is in the world, what we can per­
ceive in wisdom and knowledge. We 
can know God by the material things 
which He has revealed, and we learn of 
His wisdom and Godhead through what 
we can see of the works of His hands. 
That is a matter of reason. Just as when 
I see a house I know there must have 
been a builder; when I examine the 
vast parts of this earth and what I know 
of these heavens, I know there must 
have been a maker. And as I see evi­
dences about and around me, as I look 
into a drop of water and find it is full of 
animate being, when I look into a leaf 
of the tiniest moss that just covers a rock 
and find it has branches, and in those 
branches there is an order of animate 
beings, I find that life is everywhere, 
and God, as the Author of life, is every­
where, and He is conducting all things. 
The very succession of life, coming 
every moment, and changing, brings to 
me the thought of the abiding presence 
of a divine power and worker all around 
me. If there were no changes, I might 
doubt; but the changes are perpetual. 
And yet law is eternal, and in the midst 
of the multifarious changes there is the 
mark of a designing mind, one who

[Feb.

cares for all; and I know and I reason 
there is a God around me and about me.

Then again, I know Him from what 1 
find in His Word of the fulfillment of 
prophecy. When I find that thousands 
of years ago certain things were fore­
told, and I find them coming to pass 
around me, then I have the assurance 
that He who foretold and holds all 
things in His hand, is br aging to pass 
His own Word ; and as 1 live to-day and 
look at the changes among the nations, 
the vast events through which we have 
passed in our own history as a people : 
when I look at other nations, especially 
in the East, and see the changes occur­
ring, and all opening up the fulfillment 
of God's Word, I feel, I know, that God 
is in the world, ruling and reigning, 
and that He is coming whose right it is 
to reign.

But after all this there is more. If I 
look in the material world about me ami 
find wisdom and design; if I look in 
the rise and fall of kings and find that 
a governor must evidently be present 
carrying out His own great plans, still it 
seems not tome as if that hand touched 
me ; and the question comes: “ Can God 
be with me ?” And this brings us to no. 
tice the spiritual presence of God. The 
time was when God manifested himself 
by the external, in the answer of fire, as 
when Elijah gathered the priests of Baal 
together, and in the dust they in vain 
called for their god, the sun, to consume 
the sacrifice, and after waiting until the 
evening hour of sacrifice, Elijah called 
and fire answered. There was a visible 
presence, just as in the temple there 
was a visible presence. But after Christ 
Himself came, that visible presence 
ceased as He left the earth. It was then 
a Comforter to come to the hearts of 
men, to be with and to dwell in them. 
To reason on the subject for a moment: 
Is it possible for God to make Himself 
known to men? May I know, inwardly, 
the presence of God ? He seems to an­
swer, as if to our thought: “He that 
formed the eye, can he not see ? " Did 
He not make all the laws of light, so 
that images might come? He that gave 
us the power to see, can He not see?



Can He that formed the ear, that gave 
the power of sound, of vibration, and of 
a sound wave answering back to this 
vibrât ion, can He not hear? If man is en­
dowed with power to see and hear, does 
not God understand all these things, 
and does He not make His impress on 
man ? And so the spiritual power that 
God give., us comes to us from the fact, 
that God is a spirit, and God, being a 
spirit, can touch our spirits. If we are 
fjo formed that we can understand the 
love of man, may we not understand 
the love of God ? If God so made us 
that we can appreciate that which is 
outside of and around us, may we not, 
if God so wills it, appreciate His pres­
ence?

Now the manifestation of God is some­
thing which is to be known to the indi­
vidual only. “ How is it,” said one of 
the disciples, “that thou wilt manifest 
thyself unto us and not unto the world?” 
If it were an external manifestation, 
all could see it and hear it; but when­
ever Christ manifests Himself, it is so 
that the person understands it, though 
the one nearest him may not; it is a 
spiritual manifestation. There is noth­
ing external, but He that formed the 
heart of man can make an impression 
on that heart of man. And so when the 
soul longs for God, when there is this 
thirst for God, when the very heart is 
burdened and the whole frame seems 
agonized for God, there comes into the 
human heart a sweet, satisfying calm. 
As the thirsty man is relieved of thirst 
when the precious water is given, so the 
soul of man, that .thirsts after God, is 
satisfied. When that peace comes, when 
that love of the heart springs up, the 
soul may know that God is there, and 
there comes a holy peace and love and 
joy, which we recognize as God’s own 
presence,unknown toothers, but known 
to us. Was there a burden ? It is gone. 
Was there a hope ? There is now a ful­
fillment. Was there an anxiety? There 
is now a calm. And the soul, without 
any external manifestation, cries out, 
" Abba, Father ! my Lord and my God!” 
It is a communion that nothing else can 
give, that no one else can understand;

but as there is in the heart of man that 
which answers to the heart of man, so 
there is in the heart of man that which 
responds to the love of God, and God 
touching that human heart by Ilis Holy 
Spirit gives a consciousness and an as­
surance of the adoption of sons, and we 
are the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. Thus he comes to the 
human soul, it may be on a bed of sick­
ness, it may be on the cross where the 
thief is executed, it may be in a dun­
geon, or it may be in the closet or in 
the church; external circumstances are 
nothing. God is everywhere; under all 
circumstances He can speak to the hu­
man soul, and there comes to the heart 
a sweet calm that seems to say, “Peace; 
be still.” The waves have been rolling; 
the ship has been tossing; the dangers 
have been imminent; but there comes 
tue voice that says to the consciousness, 
“It is I; be not afraid;” and leaning on 
Him we can walk on the waters and fear 
not the billows.

Now God is with us in this testimony 
within, but that is to be tried by some­
thing outward also. If man obeys every 
impulse, gives rein to every fancy, he 
may imagine, as some enthusiasts do, 
that God gives him specific directions 
witli regard to his duty, and specific 
revelations with regard to what shall be. 
Now we are taught to try every spirit, 
whether it is of God, and we have a sure 
Word given us; and if they speak not 
according to that Word there is no truth 
in them. We are not to claim as the 
voice of God anything that is not as­
sured to us in this blessed Word. But 
when God tells us our sin is forgiven, 
and grants us a sense of the adoption 
of sons, we turn to this blessed volume 
and find that this is just the charter of 
our religious inheritance. We are the 
sons of God by faith in Jesus Christ. 
What God assures us we are to accept ; 
beyond it, nothing more. Would that 
God would manifest Himself to every 
heart here to-day as He doth not to the 
world, and may you, each and every 
one, feel that God is your Father and 
that you are His children in Jesus 
Christ, and may you have the spirit.
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bearing witness to your spirit that you 
are born from above. So God will dwell 
in your hearts by faith, and you shall 
know and feel that you are His children.

God dwelling with us is marked in 
various ways. He who has God dwell­
ing with him and God's Spirit in Him, 
will manifest externally the Spirit of 
God. “He that dwelleth in luve dwell- 
eth in God and God in him.” There 
must be outwardly working the Spirit 
of God manifesting itself as dwelling in 
us. We never know what kind of a 
tree it is unless we see the external 
marks. There must be the peculiar 
leaf, or the flora, or the fruitage. We 
know the nature of the tree by these 
manifestations. So it is that a man may 
claim to be of God and yet bear no 
fruits. He has no right to that appella­
tion. If a man loves God he loves his 
brother: “If he love not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not seen ?” “ Here­
by know we that we have the spirit of 
truth.” He who is touched with that 
Holy Spirit will love all men. Hatred 
will be suppressed; he will have a heart 
to love even his enemies; he will pray, 
as Christ prayed: “Forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” And we 
arc brought to forgive all men as we 
expect to be forgiven, and to show our 
love by trying to do good in every pos­
sible way to all men. Then we become 
the children of God, who sends his rain 
upon the just and the unjust.

We recognize God oftimesin what we 
term special providences—the special 
care which He exercises over us. I know 
when I speak of a special providence 
there may be some who at once revert 
to the fact of universal and immutable 
law, and say: “How can there be any 
special providences? Will God check 
the mountain that is about to fall, be­
cause I pass by? Will He close the 
heavens when I ask Him, though there 
may be millions panting for rain ? May 
I expect the laws of nature to be changed 
for me ?” I do not so understand the 
special providence of God. There is in 
this immutability of natural law a spirit­
ual influence that is over and above and

beyond all that law. The mountain may 
tremble; its fall is not suspended be­
cause I go by: but just before I come 
and the mountain is about to fall, I may 
be led to think of gathering some beau­
tiful flower, or turning aside to see 
some peculiar formation of rock, and I 
stop to examine, and the mountain falls. 
No violation of law, and yet I am saved. 
I am saved because God touches my 
heart, because the Spirit of God com­
municates to the heart of man. There 
is no conflict here, there need be none 
thought of. God may touch me and 
give me thoughts that shall save me 
from danger, shall guide me in the 
midst of peril, and shall bring me out 
safely by His will, without any viola­
tion and without any change whatever 
of natural law; and in the midst ot these 
laws, working in the heavens above and 
in the earth beneath, God guides me 
just as a father might lead a little bov­
in the midst of all the intricacies of the 
machinery in a large factory, going 
around this machine and that, hurrying 
up a little, staying a little, guiding in 
the midst of the most devious way. 
God takes me by the hand and leads 
me in the midst of all, and though sur­
rounded and confronted with perils, 
God’s hand guides me safely through 
by an influence simply on this heart of 
mine. And yet I may not be conscious 
of this influence. He leads me simply 
because He has me in His heart; He is 
dwelling with me; who knows all things 
and governs all things, and He knows 
how to guide me safely. Let enemies 
rage, let persecutions come, let trials 
multiply about me; when I look at the 
providence of God I say, “ All things 
shall work together for good to those 
who love God.” Put them in prison, 
bind them with manacles; it will only 
be an opportunity for the angels of God 
to come at midnight and take the man­
acles off. Let the man that trusts in 
God feel that, though he shall be cast 
with the three Hebrew children into the 
fiery furnace, there shall be a fourth 
one seen with them in the likeness of 
the Son of man. What a thing it is to 
have God indissolubly joined to us:



Will G(xl Dwell with Men? 2551884]

"Lo, I am with you always,” in fire, in 
prosperity, and in adversity.

God in very deed dwells with man. 
Angels are waiting; said Jesus, “If I 
were to ask, I should have twelve legions 
of angels.” And it seems to me that 
just outside this something that sur­
rounds us and keeps us from seeing, the 
angels by legions are waiting. Is it 
visionary ? No, for this blessed volume 
tells me the angels of the Lord camp 
round about them that fear Him; not 
only come to visit, but come to camp 
around them. Invisible wings are hover­
ing near us, invisible intelligences are 
all around us; they bear us in their 
hands, lest we should dash our foot 
against a stone. So I say the providence 
of God is certain. But oh, how unwill­
ing we sometimes are to interpret those 
providences. We can interpret them 
very easily, if they are helping us on­
ward in our own selected course, but if 
they are on the other side, we do not 
estimate them so readily as providences. 
And yet what we call the affliction may 
be the greatest advantage; what we deem 
the misfortune may be the greatest ben­
efaction ; for God only can see the end 
lrom the beginning. The punishment 
which a mother may give to the child 
may be for its greatest benefit, and 
though for the moment it is distasteful, 
in after life it may be felt, that what the 
mother did was caused by her abound­
ing love and superior knowledge. God 
watches over us more than a mother. 
His dwelling place is around us and in 
us; and why should it be thought strange 
that God should touch our hearts? It 
seems to me as though in the progress 
of the world, as man is learning more 
and more, God gives him lessons on this 
very subject. Man is acted on in every 
part of his nature by the unseen. For 
instance, why is it, if he steps just oft 
the edge of a platform, he finds himself 
injured? He steps off the roof of a 
house, and he will be dashed to pieces. 
What is it? A strange something you 
call gravitation, that holds him to the 
earth. This earth, the moon, the plan­
ets, we know, are so held ; and yet no 
man ever saw the chain that binds the

earth to the sun. If God binds every 
particle of matter in my body to the 
sun, the great center a hundred millions 
of miles away, can He not bind my spirit 
to Himself? If the sun attracts every 
particle of matter in my frame, may not 
God attract me? If the very unthink­
ing, unfeeling matter a thousand miles 
down in the center of this earth is held 
and bound to the other great bodies of 
the universe, is it unlikely that the 
great Spirit might draw my spirit toward 
Him? Is there anything unreasonable?

Then again, I go to the sea. I put 
my family on board the vessel. I am 
not at all disturbed; I know there may 
be storms; but the ship is staunch,and 
then the pilot knows where he is going. 
He is not going on rocks; the ocean has 
been sounded. He is not going to the 
wrong port; there is a needle in the 
compass that guides him. And what is 
that needle? A little piece of steel, that 
has no thought and no power of any 
kind, but it has been touched with a 
magnet, and now it turns northward. 
And relying on that which no man has 
ever seen, it sends its company safely 
across the sea. What is that power ? It 
is invisible. We may not explain it, 
and yet it does bind and control mat­
ter. And if God can touch a piece of 
steel that can neither see nor feel nor 
think, and it responds to the influence, 
may He not touch my mind, my soul, 
my thought, by His Holy Spirit, and 
make it respond to His will? Is there 
anything unreasonable in it?

And then again, I cannot explain it, 
but yonder in the sun there seems to 
be an explosion of gas, or a strange 
combustion somehow. We have only 
noticed it, apparently, lately, but when 
one occurs every one acquainted with 
the telegraph knows that every one in 
the telegraph office feels it. Every mag­
netic needle feels the power of that 
combustion of gas yonder in the sun. 
Who can explain it ? We do not feel it 
nor see it. We learn afterward that 
there was one, but every one watching 
the needle finds it trembling and quiv­
ering under an influence yonder in the 
sun. Can a needle be made to feel a
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quivering yonder in the sun, though 
a hundred million miles away, and 
would it be strange for my soul to 
quiver under the influence of the soul 
of God, who holds and sustains all 
things, and who has promised to speak 
to me, and who loved me so much 
as to give Ilis own son to die for me? 
God verily is ready to dwell with men 
on earth. He loves them and guides 
them, and your heart and mine may 
quiver under divine influence. Has it 
not been so ? Do not you and I know 
that sometimes we have been strangely 
under the eye of the judgment seat and 
the throne of God ? Have we not been 
startled at the idea of being ushered 
into eternity ? Who can explain the 
strange feeling we have in our hearts, 
and the strange thoughts that come ? 
Who can explain the thoughts that come* 
to childhood, and the questions it asks, 
which we are incompetent often to an­
swer? Who suggested these thoughts? 
Who gave them this power to think and 
act, and what is it but the Eternal Mind 
acting on their mind? The great God 
teaches the little children to think and 
to feel; it is because He dwells with men 
and takes up His abode with them.

Again, what are the effects that are to 
follow from our recognizing God as 
dwelling with man ? You have erected 
this church; you have done it because 
you believe in God. The Christian 
creed says, “I believe in God, the Father 
Almighty,” and this church responds 
co and is an outgrowth of your creed. 
You believe in God, you show your faith 
by planting this church. You believe 
in Christ, the Eternal Son of the Father, 
who is to reign and govern all things, 
and you believe that He is to be here 
to touch the hearts of the sons of men. 
Now as one of the matters in connec­
tion with this, I believe that God as 
much sends people to hear me preach 
as He ever sent me to preach. I be­
lieve that the heart is touched at home 
before it starts, that God comes with 
the hearer here and prepares his heart 
for hearing, and the only hope I have of 
doing any good by preaching is, that 
God may give me some word to answer
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a query already started in the heart b* - 
fore it comes here. He puts the heart 
in a frame of mind to hear somethin.' 
which He gives me power to utter, 11 • 
gives it power to vibrate, He gives me 
power to hear it. There are corre­
spondences everywhere, and the God 
who ordained the pulpit, and calls the 
ministry, ordains the church and calls 
the workers. He gave you this bright 
and beautiful morning, He gave you a 
desire to come to this church to see ami 
to hear, and it was all that Ho might 
lead you to Himself. He is around u s 
and about us, nay more, within us; in 
Him we live and move and have our b. - 
ing. If our eyes could be opened, it 
we could just see what is around us, 
and how He is guarding us, and how 
He is on our pathways, it would seem 
as if we were very close to the throne 
of God.

It is not only an individual influence 
God is exercising, but He gives powei 
to His Church. God comes and dwells 
in His Church, and there is the hope of 
its success. It is a spiritual power, 
and yet it works in various ways, men­
tally, socially and spiritually, but it is 
God working and leading to the same 
grand results. God is working in llis 
Church for the salvation of the world, 
and you have erected this church, that 
you may reach some of the people in 
this part of the city, you are here to 
give more strength to the hope of God’s 
elect, and there may be hundreds who 
shall come bowing at this altar, finding 
that peace that passetli all knowledge, 
and shall go from this place to be the 
children of God, and to work for the 
advancement of His kingdom. Oh ! 
that this church may realize always the 
presence of God.

I believe God works externally to open 
up the way for the Church, socially and 
financially. When Christ sent out His 
disciples into the world to preach the 
Gospel to every creature, it would have 
been very natural to say, “That nation 
is opposed to Christianity; that island 
is not accessible to it.” But what did 
Jesus say? “All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth that power
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meaning rightful authority — I have 
power over all men. Europe is mine, 
Africa is mine, Asia and Australia are 
mine; I am King and Lawgiver of them 
all. Go; I own every foot of soil in all 
of them. All these are mine; go, preach 
the Gospel.

At first difficulty threatened. Have 
you noticed how, gradually, just as the 
church was able to send, God has opened 
doors ? Look over the earth to-day. 
There was no possibility, when we were 
young, of entering certain countries, 
but how God is unlocking them! How 
commerce and science and the arts are 
opening the way for Christianity, and 
the Christian people are spreading into 
all lauds. The very islands are now 
looking for the kingdom of God. God 
is working outside just as He is work­
ing inside of Ilis Church. Outside, He 
throws a door open in Corea; inside He 
touches a man who says, “Open that 
mission and I will give you a thousand 
dollars.” Another man says, “ Open 
that mission and I will give you two 
thousand dollars.” And so elsewhere, 
God is raising up men, and they come 
forward and give of their thousands or 
hundreds, as the case may be, and a 
church rises. It is God working in the 
Church. He has given them power to 
get wealth. There has not a dollar been 
made in all these cities that God did 
not give man power and wisdom to earn, 
that it might be in some way for the 
advancement of His Church. God is 
working in the minds of the people, and 
how strangely He is raising up men to 
accomplish great works, how He has 
endowed universities and colleges and 
hospitals, and laid schemes for the ad­
vancement of humanity. Man thinks 
he is doing it himself. It is God work­
ing in him both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure, and it is Gcd dwelling 
in the minds of men. So that we come 
back and say, God in very deed dwells 
with men on the earth. When I think 
of it I feel a little as Solomon did, when 
he said, “ The heaven of heavens can­
not contain thee; how much less this 
house which I have built!” Why, look 
at this earth; it is a little speck in the

universe. I do not suppose a human 
eye on yon distant planet could see it; 
and there are planets and families that 
we have not yet found, and we have a 
great many relations we do not know 
of. They are scattered all over the 
universe. Some day we shall know 
them, but not now. Take a map of the 
earth, say two or three feet in diameter, 
and the point of a pin upon it would 
about fix the place of New York. Only 
a pin-point and a little more represents 
the place of New Y’ork on that globe, 
and think of the millions of human 
souls there, and every one of them under 
the care of God! For every one of them 
Christ died. He gave His life a ransom 
for us, that He might take away the 
handwriting that was against us. There 
was a denunciation under the law, but 
Christ came under the law that He 
might take away that handwriting that 
was against us. And that same Jesus, 
who gave Himself to dwell among men, 
is here in spirit to-day. I do not know 
whose heart He is touching this morn­
ing. There are young men here whom 
He is calling in the voice of their con­
sciences to give themselves to Him. 
There are young women whom He is 
calling to give themselves to His ser­
vice. He is touching the hearts of all 
these people. Though 1 see no fire to 
consume the sacrifice, I know that He 
is here and that He is touching our 
hearts. Oh, that He may incline us 
more and more to do His holy will uni 
may this church thus opened this morn­
ing be a place of spiritual power! I 
long to see the conversion of souls. Oh, 
you whom God has endowed with more 
than usual influence and power among 
men, come and consecrate yourselves 
as examples of the highest type of piety 
among the sons of men!

-----------------
“Although a little wound upon the 

finger is very curable, yet the smallest 
prick upon the heart is mortal; so is a 
design and purpose of the smallest dis­
obedience, in its formality as malicious 
and destructive, as in its matter it was 
pardonable and excusable.’’ — Jeremy 
Taylor.
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CHRIST ALL IN ALL.
By Samvel P. Sprecher, D.D., of San

FRANCISCO, AT THE INSTALLATION OF
Hkv. J. ('. Eastman over the Larkin

Street Church, Declmuer 2, 1883.
Christ is till tnul in «//.—Col. iii: 11.
It would bo nil accurate definition of 

Christianity to say that it is simply 
Christ. The person of Jesus Christ com­
prehends all there is of it, and without 
this person, there is nothing left that is 
distinctively Christian. In this respect 
Christianity is distinguished from all 
other religions. Other religions may be 
entirely separated from the founder or 
teachers who originated or put them 
into shape, and yet lose nothing that 
is essential to them. We may under­
stand and practice Brahmanism with­
out knowledge of or reference to the 
person, life, or character of Mann. Wo 
may understand and practice Budd­
hism without any knowledge of the life 
or character of the Prince Siddhartha. 
Not so with Christianity. It is alto­
gether personal. It can in nowise be 
separated from the person of Jesus 
Christ. We may take any feature of 
Brahmanism and introduce it into the 
religious system of the Buddhist and 
it is the same thing still, conveys the 
same impression, acts with the same 
force. But when we take any feature 
of Christianity and separate it from the 
person of Christ we find that it does 
not act with the same force, it seems 
scarcely to be the same truth, it has 
lost its peculiar force and character. 
In short, we find that Christianity is 
not a system or philosophy at all, but 
simply a Person. To understand it that 
Person must be kept constantly before 
the mind, to have any experience of 
it that living Person must become an 
abiding presence from whom wo receive 
comfort and inspiration as from “a 
friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother.”

I. Christ is the all and in all of Chris­
tian moralitj/, Christianity has exhibited 
a wonderful reformatory power, elevat­
ing and purifying the character and 
conduct of men. Where all other rclig-
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ions have failed, this has succeed» .1. 
Skeptics even admit and admire tin- 
effect of Christianity in regenerating 
human society. It is conceded that it 
succeeds here as no other religion ever 
has. And this moral power is not 
owing to any new truth of morals 
which it has given to the world. Jesus 
Christ did not proclaim many new 
moral precepts. It is justly claime.l 
that His moral system is original, b«- 
cause originality may be displayed m 
the new form and power given to truth; 
as well as in its first announcement. 
It would be absurd to deny the claim 
of originality to an inventor who gives 
us a new machine. Simply because th<- 
materials of which it is constructed 
were knorn before. The materials are 
not the machine. So it is absurd to say 
that the moral system of Jesus is not 
original, simply because its several pre­
cepts may be fourni scattered among 
the nations up and down the ages.

But what we mean to say is, that the 
peculiar power which has made the 
Christian morality so effective—which 
makes every word of it like a coal of 
tire kindling new life in human hearts 
—is not even in any new statement of 
moral truth. That power is in Un­
living person of Jesus. It is His person 
that has made the truth so effective. 
Embodied in Him, the truth is seen 
and felt and loved as it never was before. 
In Christian morality, the order is that 
we first become acquainted with the 
living person of Jesus, and then “the 
truth as it is in Jesus” is understood 
as it never was in abstract precept. 
And we first come to love the living 
person of Jesus, and then we love- 
purity, and gentleness, and chastity, 
and humility, and sincerity, and every 
element of His character, who is to us 
“the chief among ten thousand and 
altogether lovely.” We see a beauty in 
these qualities which we never saw be­
fore, and love them with an enthusiasm 
we never felt before. Ou the same prin­
ciple we sometimes come to love even 
the faults of those who are peculiarly 
dear to us. The moral system of Jesus, 
even now, cannot be successfully taught
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apart from His person. His precepts 
seem to lose the peculiar effect which 
they have upon human hearts when 
presented in Him. They are no longer 
the same words of power. That living 
Person must be kept in the front of all 
Christian teaching, if it is to manifest 
even the peculiar moral force of Chris­
tianity. When the sun has set, the 
mountains and plains and rivers and 
lakes of the landscape may be before 
us still and visible, but the glory and 
inspiration of the scene are gone. So 
when the person of Jesus is removed 
from His moral system, its precepts and 
maxims are all there still; but the pecu­
liar charm and power which they had 
upon our hearts are gone.

II. Christ is the all in all of Christian 
philanthropy. Such self-sacrifice, such de­
votion, such activity in philanthropic 
enterprise, as has been developed in 
the history of Christianity, the world 
u« ver saw before, and sees not now, ex­
cept where Christianity prevails. Read 
the history of Christian missionary and 
charitable effort—how they have trav­
eled the deserts, and climbed the moun­
tains, and sailed the oceans; endured 
the heat of the tropics and the frosts 
of the poles; labored in hospitals and 
languished in prisons, counting not 
their lives dear unto them that they 
might succor and save men. Then 
'parch for the secret inspiration of this 
Christian activity, and you will find it 
in the confession of the apostle, “The 
love of Christ constraineth us.” It is 
the inspiration of love for Him and, on 
His account, for His continuing work 
on earth, which lifts the Christian into 
pre-eminence over all others in this re­
spect. Other motives there are to phil­
anthropie effort, and Christians feel 
them ns much as other people. They 
are sensible of the beauty of self-sacri­
fice for others—the fine sentiment of hu­
manity— the fellow-feeling for a brother 
-the grandeur of heroic effort t^> save 
men from sin and suffering, lltot the 
grand inspiration of Christian activity 
is enthusiastic attachment to that Ver­
onal Savior who is believed to be liv­
ing still and at the head of the sacra­

mental host, fighting the powers of 
darkness, bringing to pass llis king­
dom on earth; whose eye is upon us as 
we carry on the work He began; who 
points the way to every deed of mercy, 
and calls to every work of charity; who 
is working with us and in us. A child 
will work wonders under the approving 
eye of father or mother, whose love is 
the inspiration of his life. A sense of 
duty, even, will not so inspire him. 
The soldier will tight marvelously un­
der the eye of his beloved chieftain. 
A Highland chief fell on the battlefield 
pierced by a dozen balls. His clan, 
thinking he was slain, began to waver; 
raising himself upon his elbow ns he 
lay upon the brow of the hill, ho culled, 
“My children, I am not dead, I am 
looking upon you.” That cry turned 
defeat into victory. And the Chris­
tian's belief that the eye of his over­
living Savior is upon him is enough 
always to turn defeat into victory. 
Other motives fail, this never. At the 
bloody battle of Troy Henry IV. of 
France said to his troops, “My chil­
dren, when you lose sight of your col­
ors rally to my white plume. You will 
alway find it in the way to glory.” So 
when every other motive fails the Chris­
tian, when the Hag of sentiment has 
gone down, and the flag of duty, and 
the flag of humanity, still he rallies 
round that Savior, whom he follows “as 
seeing Him who is invisible.” The in­
spiration of Christian service is enthu­
siastic devotion to an invisible leader. 
In this belief rests the Christian’s else 
unheard-of energy and self-sacrifice for 
men. Shear away the locks of this 
faith and he would be as other men. 
In the strongholds of liberalism or het­
erodoxy, the complaint is now freely 
made that, in respect of practical Chris­
tian work, charities, missions, etc., tin- 
career of the “liberal” churches has 
been a failure, compared with that of 
the orthodox churches; that to do good 
to men one must work in the orthodox 
ranks. The explanation of this fact is 
found in the truth we have been pre­
senting. The esprit de corps of the 
Christian army is bound up in the faith
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that there is an ever-living ami present 
Captain at their head.

III. Christ is the all in all of Christian 
comfort and consolation. A great change 
has come over this “groaning and 
travailing creation” since Jesus Christ 
came into the world. A peace that passes 
all understanding keeps the minds and 
hearts of millions. “They are troubled 
on every side, yet not distressed; they 
are perplexed but not in despair; per­
secuted but not forsaken ; cast down 
but not destroyed.” Now if you will 
search for the secret of this immortal 
peace of the Christian life, you will lind 
it in the consciousness of the personal 
love and sympathy of Jesus Christ.

It is not in any new philosophy of 
suffering or philosophical way of look­
ing at suffering: it is not even in Paul's 
reflections about the discipline of suf­
fering: “These light afflictions, which 
are but for a moment, work out for us 
an exceeding, even an eternal weight 
of glory.” “ Though our outward man 
perish, yet our inward man is renewed 
day by day.” Go to a Christian in afflic­
tion, and talk even this excellent philos­
ophy to him, and no peculiar response 
answers your effort. You have not yet 
spoken the magic word, the

“ Name that calms bis fears.
And bids bis sorrows cease.”

But speak to him now of the personal 
love and sympathy of Jesus. Say, It 
is given to you, my brother, to drink 
of the cup of Christ, to suffer with Him, 
and in thy suffering He is with thee. 
“In all thy affliction he is afflicted, and 
the angel of his presence shall go with 
thee.” Show him, in the dark valley 
he is treading, the bloody footprints of 
his Redeemer, going on before. Tell 
him that “every thorn that tears our 
feet his temples pierced before.” Show 
him, that there is with him, in the fiery 
furnace, the form of one like unto the 
Son of God, and indeed the flames will 
not kindle upon him. Polycarp, amid 
the flames of the stake, exclaims, “I 
thank thee, O Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that thou hast thought me 
worthy this day to drink of the cup of 
my Redeemer.” Anything that brought
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him more consciously into communion 
and sympathy with his Savior Was wel­
come, though it were even the flames of 
the stake.

This is the peculiar secret of Chris­
tian consolation in trouble, this assur­
ance of the personal presence and sym­
pathy of Jesus —the consciousness that 
we are one with Him, encompassed in 
His almighty friendship, united to 
Him, partakers of His life, and having 
part in His work. “ I can do all things,’ 
says the apostle, “throughChrist,which 
strengtheneth me.” “Leaning upon the 
urn of his beloved, he walks through the 
wilderness of this world,” and even m 
the dark valley and shadow of death, 
his comfort is his faith in the personal 
presence of Christ. His faith in im­
mortality rests upon his belief that He 
liveth who was dead, and is alive for­
evermore, and hath the keys of death 
and of hell ; and that, “ because he 
lives we shall live also”; that “ togethi i 
with his dead body we shall arise", 
that “they that sleep in him will God 
bring with him.” The joy which he 
anticipates beyond, is the joy of meet­
ing Him. He is willing to be absent 
from the body to be more visibly “ pres- 
ent with the Lord.” His desire to de­
part is, that he may be “with Christ."
“ Whom have I in heaven but thee, and 

there is none that I desire on earth 
beside thee ?”

IV. Christ is all in all of the Christian 
vlan of sal ration. From the beginning 
men have been devising plans of salva­
tion. The fact of sin is too patent to 
be denied, and the sense of condemna­
tion therefore is practically universal. 
Many have been the answers returned 
to the question, “How shall a man be 
just with God ?” One proposes a course 
of conduct which he tells us will find 
favor with God. A corrupt church pro­
poses sacraments, and penances, etc. 
Christianity alone presents a personal 
Savior. It does not propose to save, 
through church or ritual or philosophy 
or good works, but through a Person. 
Paul says, “I know whom I have be­
lieved, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed
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to him against that day." “He is made 
unto us wisdom and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption.” The 
penitent thief prays, “Lord, remember 
mo when thou com est into thy king­
dom,” and instantly the personal Savior 
answers, “To-day thou shall be with 
me in Paradise.” “Him that cometli 
unto me, I will in nowise cast out.” “If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me 
and drink." “ Come unto me all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” “The Son of Man has 
come to seek and to save that which was 
lost.” “I, if I be lifted up. will draw 
all men unto me.” “ There is none 
other name given under heaven among 
men whereby we must be saved.”

When Prof. Hope of Princeton Col­
lege was dying, he began to repeat the 
lines of that familiar hymn :

"A woak, worthless, liolploss worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall."

There his breath failed him, and his 
wife, who stood at his bedside, finished 
the remaining lines as they are in most 
of our hymn books:

• ll<- Thou my strength, my righteousness,
My Savior, ami my all."

When with his latest breath he said,
• Don't say Savior, say Jesus.” Now 
Savior and Jesus mean the same, with 
this difference, that Jesus is the man's 
name, His personal name. So the Chris­
tian trusts to the person of Jesus for 
salvation—not to His'teachings, but to 
His person ; not to His precepts, but to 
Himself.

Let us learn from this subject the 
folly of that cant, so prevalent in com­
munity, about retaining for the benefit 
of mankind the practical influence of 
Christianity, when men shall have 
ceased their constant reference to the 
ever-living person and presence of 
Jesus, when they shall have lost the be­
lief that they hold personal communion 
with Him. What peculiar power of Chris­
tianity in any respect can be retained, 
when the person of Christ is lost sight 
of? Even the moral influence of Chris­
tianity, and its philanthropic spirit, 
and its comforting power, disappear just 
in proportion ns the person of Christ is

made to recede behind any teaching, 
however excellent, even His own, when 
they are held up in place of His person.

Let us learn, also, that to be a Chris­
tian is to be in relations of personal com­
munion with Jesus ('heist—that the object 
of all preaching is to bring men into 
such relations. That the Bible itself is 
to be held up to men only as a telescope 
through which they may see Christ; 
that all its precious truths are only as 
“lamps unto our feet” to light our way 
to Christ; that churches, or creeds, and 
preachers and teachers, are worse than 
nothing at all, unless they present to us
JESVH CHRIST AS ALL IN ALL.

THE DISCIPLINE OF THE SOUL.
By Rev. It. 1\ IIibrard, in New 

England Congregational Church, 
Brooklyn.

For our light affliction which is but for a mo­
ment, workethfor us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory.—2 Cor. iv: 17. 
Intro: Note the contrasts presented in 

the text. Affliction is offset by glory ; 
light affliction gives place to a weight of 
glory; that which is but for a moment, is 
contrasted with that which is eternal 
And even “eternal weight of glory ” is 
intensified by “ far moru exceeding,’ 
which Alford translates “ in a surpass­
ing, and still more surpassing manner." 
One might infer that Paul was a stranger 
to life’s afflictions, and trials, and dis­
appointments, when he speaks of them 
as “light," and “but for a moment.” 
And yet we know it was otherwise. The 
record of what he endured and suffered 
almost surpasses belief; but his faith in 
and devotion to Christ so lifted him up 
that they seemed as nothing; while 
his near and fixed view of the eternal 
glory made them appear but a moment 
in contrast. Let us look at the ground 
or reasons of the apostle's assertion.

1. It is only by comparison that we 
are able to get a just conception of our 
experience. Not by looking at the trial 
itself, but by comparing it with some­
thing to which it is related, shall we be 
able rightly to judge. And just here we 
often make great mistakes. Wo look at 
and dwell upon the trial, the sorrow, the
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loss, the suffering, till it shuts out all 
things else, and fills the soul with 
gloom, if not despair. Now to correct 
this we must bring in some other reality 
to offset these things. Contrast, for in­
stance, our trials with our blessings; 
our sorrows with our joys; our pains 
with our pleasures ; our disappoint­
ments with our eternal hopes, and how 
“light ” indeed do they appear !

2. Contrast the “affliction " suffered 
by the Christian here, with the inflic­
tions sure to be visited upon the im­
penitent hereafter. All through Christ’s 
teachings there is an undertone of ter­
rible truths. His anathemas upon those 
who persistently reject Him, though 
uttered with infinite compassion, make 
ns tremble at the depth of their mean­
ing. His tears over Jerusalem afford a 
vivid picture o.’ Christ’s conception of 
the misery of the finally impenitent. 
In the presence of the “indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish," 
that is sure to overtake the wicked, 
there is no earthly trial experienced by 
the believer worthy of consideration.

3. The element of duration should 
enter into our comparison. Even Paul 
felt the force of this consideration. “ If 
in this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all men most miserable.” 
Seventy years contrasted with eternity! 
It is less than a breath contrasted with 
the whole of life! Less than a drop of 
water compared with the waters of all 
earth’s oceans! Literally “affliction,” 
measured by time, is “not worthy to be 
compared with the glory ” which is to 
be everlasting.

4. Present “affliction " is directly re­
lated to the glory to follow. The one is 
in a measure the outcome of the other. 
Pain is hard to bear, but it brings relief. 
Sowing in tears causes reaping with re­
joicing. The damps and fogs of spring 
give bloom and freshness to summer. 
The trials of faith are the processes of 
spiritual growth and glory. On the 
contrary all the trials and losses, and 
chastisements of those who resist the 
grace of God, tend to confirm them in 
their ways, and thus enhance their final 
misery.

[Fei:.

Conclusion.--!. How perfectly adapted 
is the Gospel of Christ to comfort and 
cheer believers in any and every earthly 
trial and affliction. Nothing else will 
do it. Philosophy has been tried, but 
its utter impotence has been shown 
millions of times. The promises tli- 
world holds out to us in the day of sun­
shine and gladness, arc found to be but 
mockery in the day of gloom and dis­
appointment. “ Miserable comforters 
are ye all ! ” has been the bitter experi­
ence of man in every age and in every 
condition of life. But oh, “the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God,” how many 
hearts has it cheered in darkness! How- 
many lives has it comforted under be­
reavement and sorrow! How many souls 
has it lifted up and borne aloft as on 
angel wings! How many death-cham­
bers has it made a scene of supernal 
glory and triumphant rejoicing!

2. We see clearly the duty of con­
stantly “looking at eternal things.' 
The early disciples had the habit of 
looking straight on over death and the 
grave into eternity; heaven was kept 
in near and constant view; this world, 
this life, was not allowed for a moment 
to come in between the soul and its 
Savior—between the cross and the crown 
-—between the suffering and the glory 
to be revealed in them at Christ’s ap­
pearing. And so must we do, if we 
would share in Paul's experience. The 
steady contemplation of heaven as a 
divine and near and blessed reality,will 
abate our estimate of earth’s joys and 
sorrow's, make all present ills seem light 
and momentary, and assimilate our 
spirits to the grander scenes and reali­
ties which await us just over the river.

THE MIBACULOVS DBAFT OF FISHES.
By Canon Duckwokth, in Westminster 

Abbey, London.

And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; fro)» 
henceforth thou shalt catch mem—Luke 
v: 10.
What was the design of this miracle? 

It had a two-fold object. It was in­
tended to produce an immediate effect 
upon their minds, to deepen their faith
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in a Master who had called them, and 
to set forth His power, faithfulness and 
love. But still morn, it was intended 
to take effect in the future; it was em­
phatically a prophetic miracle; it was 
to yield inexhaustible comfort again 
and again amid the heavy cares and 
discouraging tasks of the years to come, 
when the Gospel net had been finally 
put into their hands and they had be­
come “fishers of men.” How many a 
time when the net has been cast and 
drawn to shore by weary arms and 
found empty—how many a time the 
memory of this scene has revived the 
sinking hearts of workers for Christ? 
Through what long nights the Church 
lias again and again toiled ! There 
have been periods in its history when 
its real work seemed not to be advanc­
ing, but going back, or when it has 
seemed just to hold its own by the 
patient labors of the faithful few. The 
great triumphs of the Gospel of Christ 
have often been like the miraculous 
draught—overpowering surprises after 
periods of stagnation. As we look back 
over the history of the Church we see 
how true to this homely type it has 
been from first to last. Age after age 
the net has been cast and drawn empty, 
or almost empty, to shore; one genera­
tion after another has passed without 
an event which could be called a Gos­
pel victory, and then, in the very crisis 
of despair, there has come an ingather­
ing so wonderful that the very nets have 
given way and the ships have threat­
ened to sink. The success has been 
perilous from its very magnitude and 
the suddenness of its demand upon the 
strength and skill of those w ho had to 
reap it. Many a time the lonely wit­
ness for Christ in the midst of heathen 
darkness, where the voice of human 
sympathy could rarely reach him, has 
quickened his flagging faith and cour­
age by the remembrance of the won­
drous draught, has girded himself anew 
to his exhausting task, and held on 
bravely through the night in sure and 
certain hope of a capture for Christ 
which others would live to see if he 
did not.

The history of missions is full of il­
lustration. In our own day it has been 
verified again and again in our Indian 
empire and in New Zealand, most no- 
tably by that wondrous ingathering in 
Southern India which succeeded the 
Madras famine.

The condition of success in spiritual 
things is steady patience and dauntless 
faith. It is to the toiler that Christ 
comes. Peter was to translate into spir­
itual language all that belonged to his 
old fisherman’s life. David was trained 
for his kingly rule by his simple shep­
herd life. Christ took the fishermen 
at the moment when their own sagacity 
and skill had failed them, and when 
they had abandoned their efforts for 
the time as useless. He did this delib­
erately to show them that the main­
spring of endeavor in their future work 
was to be, not confidence in their own 
foresight or machinery, but faith in 
Him. Peter spoke of the barren results 
of the night’s work: “Nevertheless at 
thy word I will put down the net." 
And so when our Lord said, “E nce- 
fortli thou shalt catch men,” Peter would 
understand the condition upon which 
the promise was made, viz., faith in 
Christ, a full persuasion that he could 
not catch men by any craft of his own. 
The lesson was again forcibly impressed 
upon him on the day of Pentecost. 
Peter was a fisherman then, and Christ 
was present in the power of the newly- 
descended Spirit, and three thousand 
souls were caught.

The promise of Christ belongs to all 
to whom, in whatever capacity or un­
der whatever circumstances, the charge 
comes to be “fishers of men.” Much 
of the work to be done for Christ is not 
official work; it is not committed to a 
profession or a class, but every man 
and woman whom Christ has redeemed 
is—must be—in virtue of his call, a 
“fisher of men”; for no sooner does 
any one resign himself to the will of 
Christ, and say, “At thy command I 
will do this or do that," than Christ says 
to him, “Fear not ; from henceforth 
thou shalt catch men." This is the 
prerogative of all honest obedience, of
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loyal devotion—that it has a capturing 
power. Thank God for the lessons of 
this most encouraging of miracles ! To 
all of us it seems to say, “ It is never 
too late; the night may pass away; the 
time of opportunity and promise; the 
stars of hope may fade one by one into 
the light of the coming day, and yet, 
even then, the long-delayed success may 
be at hand which overpays all labor and 
more than makes up for all defeat" 
In due time w hall reap, if we faint 
not. Christ stands, as He stood of old, 
upon the shore, and His loving eye is 
upon each one of us, aùd in the thought 
of that watchful presence there is 
strength and peace for the wearied 
toiler on life's sea.

MARTIN LUTHER.
By It. S. Storrk, D.D. [Congregation­

al], in the Church of the Pilgrims, 
Brooklyn.

A min shall he as a hiding place, etc.— 
Isa. xxxii: 2.

Nothing is more fascinating to us in 
the study of the past, nothing is more 
instructive to us who are seeking a high 
impulse for present duty, than to trace 
the work given individuals to do in the 
development of the kingdom of God 
on the earth. Not for their praise and 
renown do we recount their deeds; for 
they have passed to other spheres, 
where our opinion of them is of no in­
terest; but that we may recognize the 
grace and guidance of God in the way 
their minds were set, and their work 
was wrought.

We are briefly to consider Luther, 
what he was, or what God made him 
to be, and what he did, or what God did 
through him. He was born Nov. 10, 
1483, old style. His opportunity at that 
time was a vast and bright one, though 
in our cursory thought we may mis­
interpret this and not fully appreciate 
the elements that opposed him. For 
some time there had been a rising ten­
dency in Church and State toward a 
freer, purer government. It began to 
be felt in France, and in England as 
well. The roots were to be found in the
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past. John Tauler, the early “ friends 
of God,” as the)’ were called along the 
Rhine, and others, exemplified this 
tendency in their lives. The immoral- 
ities of the monastery, the folly and 
audacity of many of the priesthood, 
and the gross character of some who 
occupied the Papal chair, were indis­
putable. Alexander VI., Borgia, was a 
monster of sin; Julius II., ambitious, 
warlike, wholly secular in spirit; Lm. 
X., a careless, cultured man of the world, 
fond of art, society and epicurean de­
lights, and anxious to advance the in­
terests of his family, the Medicean. 
The nascent reformation he belittled 
as “some quarrel among the monks. ’ 
and patronizingly spoke of “Brother 
Luther, a man of parts." The com pie. 
tion of St. Peter’s needed large appro­
priations. Tetzel’s sale of indulgences 
was one form of revenue, and this abuse 
intensified the tendency alluded to, 
toward a purer religious life.

The art of printing, the discovery of 
America and other events, aided to ex­
alt and expand European thought. Yet 
Luther, with this open door set before 
him, had many adversaries. The Papal 
power had kings and armies, courts and 
universities, for its servants. It was a 
power as ubiquitous as the atmosphere. 
John Hubs had been burned. The 
council of Basel had been dissolved 
and lived only in ignominious remem­
brance. The old hierarchy was strong 
as ever. Charles V. ,of Germany, showed 
in himself the Spanish temper as re­
lated to the Romish See. To face Rome 
was like the attempt to face the ocean 
in its fury, or the tornado in its wrath. 
It demanded incredible daring to op­
pose a power so vast, so haughty, so 
cruel, and so universal. Still there ms 
an opportunity.

Now the man. Luther, the miner's 
son, showed no signal, conspicuous 
power as yet, but he had marked char­
acteristics. He possessed vast common 
sense, a çlear sagacity in the judgment 
of political events. When war looked 
imminent in Germany, he quietly said, 
“There is to be no war." In critical 
times he seemed to see, with almost
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prophetic ken, the way before him. He 
was also a man of poetic spirit, though, 
as Coleridge says, it wrought in ac­
tion rathtr than in words. “He acted 
poems.” He wrote hymns, however, 
that were sung before battles, as well 
as in the solemn service of the sanc­
tuary, songs that are heard to-day with 
most impressive effect. He was a man of 
rugged, stirring eloquence—that which 
belonged to great conviction. “The 
gravel, and the gold, ran together,” in 
the stream of his speech, and he was 
not anxious to hide the one, or to ex­
pose the other. He had an immense 
capacity for work. He knew the Hebrew 
and the Greek, and of course the Latin ; 
and his translation of the Scriptures, a 
gigantic toil, he accomplished without 
apparent weariness at the time. Inter­
esting and fruitful discoveries in natu­
ral science were made by him.

He was a typical German, fond of 
music, of entertainments, games, gar­
dening, flowers, and of children, genial 
and humorous. He was affectionate 
and thoughtful of those in youth and 
humble life. “When I preach I sink 
myself deep down. 1 regard neither 
doctors nor magistrates, of whom I have 
above forty in this church, but I have 
un eye to the multitude of young peo­
ple, children and servants, of whom 
there are more than two thousand. I 
preach to these. Will not the rest hear 
me? The door stands open to them. 
They may be gone !”

When his little Madeleine, aged four­
teen, was buried, he wept and sobbed 
most passionately and wished, himself, 
to die. The epitaph he prepared was 
most tenderly pathetic. Luther was 
devout in prayer and self-examination. 
His expressions of sinfulness seem ex­
aggerated to us. He was not surpassed 
in this by the mystics. His courage 
never failed. Compare him with the 
elegant Erasmus, a better classical 
scholar and keener wit; possessed of 
the same convictions, yet parting from 
Luther at a certain juncture. We see 
Lather’s courage when he nailed up 
his theses, when he burned the Pope's 

I bull, and when he was brought before
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the Diet of Worms. The family coat- 
of-arms—a hammer lying on a block of 
granite—was significant of his speech, 
a hammer, indeed,to break down abuses, 
and of bis spirit which had the strength 
of granite.

The intensity of his religious con­
victions was commanding. “ The just 
shall live by faith.” On this rock he 
stood. This was the test of the Church, 
whether it was to stand or fall. It 
vivified all his thought. Luther put 
all his personality into his work. His 
utter unreserve was the secret of his 
success. His tone was often defiant, 
and he said that he never spoke better 
than when angry ; but his voice was 
also heard in calming disputes, and in 
reconciling differences, as well. God 
allowed the defects in his character to 
remain, perhaps, that he might not be­
come the Pope of Protestantism. It 
requires no microscope to detect his 
blemishes. They are manifest. He 
was of the people. He shared their be­
lief in ghosts and witches. His temper 
was sturdy and plebian, and his lan­
guage unrefined, according to our 
tastes ; but his life-work has elicited 
the commendation alike of Protestant 
and intelligent Catholic. Michelet, a 
ltoman Catholic, introducing his “Life 
of Luther,” expresses his debt of grati­
tude to this “liberator of modern 
thought for the immense benefit of this 
intellectual enfranchisement.”

In view of this grand, imperial life, 
which the power of God set in motion, 
and the providence of God directed in 
the accomplishment of its unique mis­
sion, how great the responsibility rest­
ing upon us, to extend the blessings 
of that inheritance which we possess ! 
As you enter German churches you will 
sometimes see a bust of Luther at one 
end of the building, bearing the legend, 
“The word of God is not bound,” and 
that of Melancthon - whom Luther loved 
as he did no other man—at the other 
end, bearing the inscription, “ AH in 
love." It is for us to unite them both, 
light and love, in their fructifying and 
illuminating power. It is also our priv­
ilege to turn from human personages,
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however high, alert, athletic—from poet, 
scholar, philosopher or reformer—with 
adoring worship to Him of serene and 
godlike majesty — once a peasant at 
Nazareth, now exalted above every name, 
the “ Light of the World," the true 
“hiding place anil covert,” the “Great 
Rock " in a weary land !

A SPEECH AND A SONS.
By Charles F. Df.f.ms, D. D., in the

Church of the Strangers, New York. 
The fjord spake unto Moses and Aaron.— 

Exodus vi: 13.
The whole history of redemption is 

included between this passage in the 
text and “the song of Moses and the 
Lamb" (Rev. xii: 3). .God speaks to 
man. Man sings to God. In the be­
ginning Jehovah waited in patience and 
silence. There was a time when He 
did not speak. We are now familiar 
with the sublimest truths, and do not 
realize that there was a time when they 
were nnrevealed. The veriest child 
possesses truths to-day that would have 
kept Plato awake a week. When God's 
voice was heard breaking the silence of 
a past eternity He declares His god­
head, “1 aw,” and everything declared 
the truth of His revelation. Man can­
not find out God unless He speaks to 
him. He cannot evolve this knowledge 
out of social instinct. No ladder of 
ours can stretch over the chasm that 
angels cannot bridge. “Jehovah spake;” 
what grandeur of speech! Were we 
sure that at the stroke of twelve to­
night God would speak to Brooklyn 
and New York, how attent to that one 
sentence would we be! No one would 
sleep. God does speak.

One way by which He speaks is by 
typical men. Doers and talkers, like 
Moses and Aaron, are the choice ones 
of the race. They are indeed wretched, 
who never do anything w-orth mention­
ing, never say anything worth remem­
bering. It is worth a hundred years of 
pain and poverty to say a word that the 
world will not let die. I would even take 
a hundred and fifty years of rheumatism 
for the privilege of making such an
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immortal utterance. God is a talker 
“Nothing but a talker," we say, but 
intelligent speech is to be honored, 
though mere babbling is vain.

It is in the line of moral law, and 
human salvation, that this talk of God 
is found. He is holy and true, and so 
must show His holiness in His law. 
He shows law in Moses, and priestly 
relations in Aaron. These typical men 
arc like the lofty supports of tin 
Brooklyn bridge. The high piers <>i 
injunctive law are seen here. When 
Christ appears, then comes a son;* 
Men talk in prose, and praise in song 
Culture rounds life into rhythmic song 
the upshot of a manly development 
“The song of Moses and the Lam! 
of Moses, who slew the Egyptian, and 
bearded Pharaoh in his palace- tin 
hard, reserved, solitary man, whom 
Michael Angelo so fashioned in marble 
as to awe men who look at the august 
figure; Moses who stood on Sinai, mid 
thunder and earthquake. It is the 
song of Moses and of law, as well as ci 
grace, that they sing in heaven. Heaven 
is not given up to sensuous delights. 
Its joys are not those of a ballroom 
or revel, nor is life here a “go as you 
please" walk; but here and there a 
rythmic obedience to law is indispensa­
ble. Musical harmonies observe then 
law; otherwise all would be jargon 
So in all other relations.

“ The song of Moses and the Lamb. 
There is love as well as law. Love 
comes out of law. A true, round, rapid, 
regnant Christian character has its im­
pulse here in law and love—twin broth­
ers. Christ reigns by right of law, and 
by the power of love. We must learn 
this song now, or never sing it. Christ 
died for ns, and if we love Him we shall 
keep His commandments, and thus 
illustrate the love of law and the luwoi 
love.

“The preacher in the pulpit, and 
the pastor out of it, and the minister 
of Christ everywhere, should be the 
living personification of the whole 
contents of the inspired volume."- 
Dr. Samuel II. ('ox.
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MBACLB AT THE BEAUTIFUL GATE.
By Rev. Thomas Kelly, is the M. E. 

Church, Chester, Pa.

Now Peter and John went up together into 
the temple at the hour of ptayer, etc.— 
Acts iii: 1 11.
Pentecostal power among the people 

makes a full temple.
I. The Companions. — ‘‘Peter ami 

•John”—Zeal and devotion, very oppo­
sites in temperament and character.

1. Their destination, “the temple.” 
We should suspect any inspiration that 
would prompt us to slight the means of 
grace. Apostolic practice is safe.

2. Their harmony—“ went up to­
gether.” Nothing like Pentecostal power 
to unite and harmonize opposite tem­
peraments.

3. Their devotion —“at the hour of 
prayer.” Pentecostal fire of yesterday 
never does away with the necessity of 
“the hour of prayer” to-day. Times 
of revival must he followed by zeal and 
devotion,or the ingathering will amount 
to little. Full nets may cause a sink­
ing ship, if Jesus is not on board.

4. Their poverty “Silver and gold 
have I none.” Then a child of God 
may be poor—have no bank account. 
The power that lifts and heals a crippled 
world, is not to be found in men’s 
pocket-books.

Their power—Rise up and walk.” 
That is the power which the Church 
needs, and for which the world fastens 
its eyes upon her.

II. The Cripple—“ Lame from his 
mother’s womb.”

1. His location—“At the gate of the 
temple.” He appeared to know the 
philosophy of benevolence.

The kindest and most sympathetic 
people in the world are praying people. 
The great bulk of the money raised for 
benevolent purposes, and all our char­
itable institutions, <*ome from those who 
go “up to the temple at the hour of 
prayer.”

2. His attitude—“Laid at the gate.” 
One of the most helpless of men. He 
could use neither cane nor crutches.
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“ His feet and ankle-bones ” were ut­
terly unmanageable and weak.

3. His business—“To ask alms.” The 
persons who are obeying the first table 
of the law are the most likely to keep 
the second. We are told “ there were at 
Jerusalem Jews,devout men,from every 
nation under heaven,” and multitudes 
thronged the temple.

4. His cure—It was (a) instantaneous, 
—“immediately his feet,” (b)complete 
— “ walked and leaped.”

5. Hit gratitude,—“Praising God.” 
God’s cures inspire God’s praise.

III. The Crowd—“ All the people.”
1. Their evidence.—“Saw him.”
*2. Their recognition—“ Knew him.”
3. Their emotions. — “ Wonder and 

amazemement.” Lessons. (1) Let us 
imitate Peter and John in our apprecia­
tion of the means of grace. (2) Like 
them try to be punctual “at the hour.” 
(3) Pentecostal blessings of yesterday 
cannot supply our need of God’s bless­
ing to-day. (4) It is the duty of the 
unconverted to fasten h<s eyes upon spir­
itual matters—to yield to good in­
fluences - to allow himself to be “carried 
daily to the gate” of right feeling and 
conduct by tliç sympathy and example 
of others. (5) Though our eyes may be 
fastened on the servant, the Master only 
can heal.

THE FIRST MIRACLE: THE KEYNOTE 
OF THE GOSPEL DISPENSATION.

By P. 8. Henson, D. D. [Baptist], 
Chicago.

This beginning of miracles did Jesus in 
Canaan, of Galilee, and manifested forth 
his glory.—John ii: 11.
Jesus wrought miracles for two rea­

sons: To authenticate His divinity, 
and to show, by His treatment of ma­
terial maladies, his way of dealing with 
spiritual maladies. This miracle is 
first for a reason : It sounds the key­
note of Christ’s ministry.

I. It was wrought at a wedding.
This denotes the difference between 

John’s ministry and Christ’s ministry, 
between the Old Dispensation, of I*vJ, 
and the New, of Love. The former br-

Miraclt al the Beautiful date.
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gan w.th the terrors of Sinai; the latter 
with the star of liethlehvm, ami the 
song of the angels. Moses' first miracle 
was to change water into blood; Christ’s 
to change water into wine at a marriage- 
feast .

II. Xol wrought until all supplies wen- 
enfin listed.

So the Gospel did not come to the 
world until all human means, the re- 
sou ices of culture and of philosophy, 
were proven vain. So Christ does not 
come to the sinner until lie feels his su­
preme need of Him.

III. The employ nient oj Human Agencies.
What man can do, man must do.
IV. Giving the hcsl at the last.
The world gives its best first. God’s 

grace grows through all eternity. The 
man of the world looks longingly back­
ward to his boyhood. The Christian 
looks longingly forward. The death-bed 
of the righteous is the happiest spot on 
earth. Not that God removes sorrow 
from His children. Grief is not sin. 
But He sanctities the sorrow, and makes 
it a source of joy.

GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISES.
1$Y UeV. c. L. WltlOHT, in Ckntiial 

[Christian] Ciiubch, Philadelphia.

Excelling great anil previous promises.— 
2 Peter 1: 1.

Introduction. God has already be­
stowed exceeding great and precious 
gifts. He does more: He stipulates to do 
still greater things. He stipulates with 
worms of the dust.

I. The Promises. 1. For present and 
future. Pardon, help, guidance, com­

fort, bread, answer to prayer, resump ­
tion, heaven.

2. b'mi/, because of origin alone from 
God; because of relation—soul, eter­
nity, etc.

3. Precious, because of cost.
•I. Exceeding great and precious 

we’ll never know how precious and 
wonderful till all are fulfilled, and we 
see face to face.

II. The Promises.—1.1lis character 
Titus i: 2; Horn, ii: 2th 1 Pet. i; 23 2V 
Matt. xxiv:25; Hob. xiii: 8.

2. I Us sureties. Heb. vi : 11 ID; Eph 
i: 13, 14; 2 (tor. i: 21, 22; and the resur­
rection of Christ as the “ first fruits " 
and pledge of the harvest.

3. His reputation as a covenant keeper. 
— How has He kept His promises in th. 
past ? Adam, Noah, Abraham, etc. 0. 
that His enemy would “ write a book " 
and cite a single instance in which God 
has been slack concerning His promise!

III. The Parties to the Promises.
1. All yea and amen in Christ 2 Cor.
i : 20.

2. None come to the Father but by 
Him —Eph. ii: 12-18; Col. i: 13 23. Sc 
figures—vine, sheepfold, the way, the 
truth, and the life.

3. All promises volitional, as was the 
serpent in wilderness: must look in 
order to live. Jesus is the bread of life; 
but one must eat to live —must drink of 
the water of life or perish.

CONCLUSION.
No promise out of Christ. To despise 

or neglect Him is to despise the cove­
nant of grace and mercy. But enter 
into covenant relations with Him, and 
all things are yours, and ye are Christ's, 
and Christ is God’s.

THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL SERVICE.
Paul's Second Missionary Journey.

(Lcuson February it, 1884.)
By John Peddie, D.D., Fiktu Baptist 

Church, Philadelphia.
Come over into Macedonia and help us. 

-Acts xvi: D.
Four centuries before “the vision” 

of our text, Alexander the Great arose 
m Macedonia. The ambition of this

warrior was to weld by the sword all 
nations into one vast empire with com­
mon laws and language, issuing from a 
central throne. He built better than 
be knew. By diffusion of the language 
in which the Gospel of God’s grace was 
first given to man, he helped to fill the 
world faster with the knowledge of “ the 
wonderful words of life.”

But we have here a greater than Alev
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ander. Contrast their methods. By 
the side of the hero of battles we behold 
such legions gathered as no earthly 
power could resist; but by the daring 
herald of the cross, there are only two 
or three disciples, who have joined him 
on his mission to go over the Mediter­
ranean and capture the nations of Eu­
rope for their Lord. Paul might have 
rested on what he had done east of the 
sea. But the toils of all great souls are 
to foe measured, not by what they ac­
complish, but by that to which they as­
pire. Like Alexander,the apostle could 
not be satisfied while there was another 
world to be won. On the eve of our 
largest success, we should only pause 
to plan and pray for the widening work 
of the morrow.

The true vision of manhood beholds 
souls on every shore beckoning for the 
(lospel. Religion is closely related to 
the deepest wants of the race. It is not 
.in intrusion into human history. The 
Bible’s immortality is found in the fact 
that it is a responsive book.

•• Whon Tliou saidst, wt-k ye My face,
My heart said, Thy face. Lord, will I m*-k.” 

We listened one summer eve to the 
tiring of cannon by the side of a lovely 
lake. In a few seconds the loud reports 
were taken up and repeated by the 
mountain ranges on the opposite side. 
And the divine commands sounded forth 
from the eternal shores, are re-echoed by 
the everlasting hills of human thought 
and feeling. When Christ stands before 
an immortal spirit, He is only come to 
claim His own. And when God speaks 
to the soul and we hear from it no re­
sponsive sigh, it has become one dull, 
«lead, earthly level, with no elevation 
on it to catch and hold the quickening 
breath divine.

The message God bids us bear, man 
beseeches ns to bring. This higher 
vision of humanity brought Jesus from 
the skies. He ever looked on men in 
the light of spiritual need. The sight 
of crowds moved Him to compassion, 
and the view of cities filled His eyes 
with tears. Man has been seen from 
other standpoints. The oppressor re­
garda him as a minion to be slaughtered
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in battle, or taxed to the utmost to sup­
port his throne. Politicians view him 
only as a unit to be counted in the party 
vote upon election day. Before and 
since Paul’s time, men have stood on 
the borders of their own country, and 
through different eyes cast longing 
looks to lands beyond the sea. We are 
told that wise men once went westward, 
led on by thoughts of w orship. But it 
is another star than that which rules 
the empire of the spirit which through 
all the ages has been guiding humanity 
toward the setting sun. The apostle 
found that commerce had outrun Chris­
tianity, and gotten before him to the 
coasts of Europe. The great manufac­
tories of Asia were represented then in 
every mart of Greece and Rome. Even 
feeble women, following their fortunes, 
had braved the billows, and like Lydia 
of Thyatira, at Philippi, were carrying 
on a prosperous trade far away from 
home. What is all this but the history 
of to-day ? ’Tis the money-getting,and 
not the missionary-giving spirit, that 
underlies the great movements, immi­
gration and enterprises of the age. 
Christian merchants look on their cus­
tomers as beings to put money into 
their purse. How seldom do they think 
of them as immortal souls, facing the 
grave questions of sin, God, the grave 
and eternal destiny !

This higher vision of manhood, utter­
ing its cry for help, would lead the 
Church to larger and nobler efforts on 
places she is disposed to desert. Wher­
ever men are crowded together, there is 
a field for religion to play her divinest 
part. Where a corner store can flourish 
on the lower wants, near by a church or 
mission station should stand to meet 
man’s highest needs. Paul knew that, 
if in populous Philippi Lydia found a 
market for her purple and fine linen, 
there was large room to offer to naked 
souls the robes of Jesus' righteousness, 
every thread of which is dyed in the 
crimson of the cross. When foreigners 
flee from over the sea to this land of 
ours, wre must not fold up the banner 
of salvation and bear it away from a 
locality, because it has become a Ger-
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man, an Italian, or a Jewish colony. It 
was a man Paul beheld on the coast of 
Macedonia. Man is a larger and grander 
word than nation. Christianity knows 
no creed, class or country. Our mission 
is from the Son of Man to the sons of 
men, of every kindred, tribe and people.

Macedonia and all nations, seen and 
read in manhood's brighter light, stood 
then, as now, crying for the Gospel. 
The majestic sweep of Christianity over 
the Western world shows that the 
Apostle's vision was not the “baseless 
fabric of a dream," that vanishes away.

It is this higher vision of manhood 
which has written the best pages in the 
history of the Church,when it fired her 
heart to give the Gospel in largest meas­
ures to men. Look into the records of 
the Catholic church. Whose radiant 
tracks arc these that, like rainbows on 
the face of a beclouded sky, shine on 
the bosom of her dark ages of persecu­
tion ? Those of her matchless mission­
aries, like Xavier to the Indies, and 
others to Canada and the wild woods of 
the West, who subdued hearts more 
savage than the beasts with the sweet 
story of the cross. So have the Careys, 
the Judsons and the Duffs blessed the 
name of Protestantism, and saved it 
from running in the narrow ruts of 
bigotry, and sent it speeding in the 
grooves of love and consecration all 
around the globe. The hours of our 
lives that will set our names in the high­
est heavens will be they in which we 
plan and execute our noblest purposes 
to preach the Gospel in 11 the regions he- 
ynvd,” _____

The Conversion of Lydia.
(Lesson February 10, 1884.)

By John Potts, D.D., Montreal, Can.
Acts xvi: 11-24.

The study of these verses carries us 
back to two very important events— 
one being the introduction of Christian­
ity into Europe, and the other the 
founding of a Christian church in the 
city of Philippi. Lydia was the first 
Christian convert in Europe, and the 
first member of the church planted by 
Paul, at Philippi.

Very much of the character of a
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church depends upon the faith and 
conduct manifested by those who con­
stituted its earliest members. From 
the epistle subsequently sent to the 
Philippian church, we may safely gather 
that its members were worthy of the 
Christian name. With but one of that 
church have we to do at present.

I. The conversion of bjdia.
How much is involved in her conver­

sion is an interesting question. Think 
of what conversion is: what it intro­
duces to: what it qualities for. The 
influence of Lydia’s conversion is still 
alive and working for good. It is liv­
ing in heaven, in the glorified woman, 
whose heart the Lord opened; and 
doubtless in many others saved through 
this historic record. It is still living 
upon earth, in those who have beeu 
blessed as they read or heard the artless 
story of her conversion.

1. What Lydia was morally. It is said 
of her before her Christian conversion 
that she worshipped God, feared God, 
bowed before and prayed unto God, 
and not to idols. If not a Jewess by 
birth, she was a proselyte, and identi­
fied herself with the Jewish worshippers 
in Philippi. She somewhat resembled 
Cornelius, the centurion, who was a de­
vout and prayerful man before the visit 
of Peter to his house. Lydia is like 
many in our day who arc not converted, 
and yet fear and pray unto God. They 
attend the house of God. They arc not 
wicked in the grosser sense, not op­
posed to religion in the way of direct 
antagonism, and yet are destitute of its 
safety and blessedness.

2. Where this woman was converted. 
A quiet Sabbath morning scene opens 
before our vision. There is something 
beautiful in the sacred stillness of the 
Sabbath. On the bank of a river not 
far from Philippi, might have been seen 
a company of devout women gathered 
to worship the God of their fathers. 
That morning a few strangers fourni 
their way to the place where prayer was 
wont to be made. One of them was 
Paul, the apostle. He had a message 
from God for them. In the company 
was one who felt a strange interest in
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the simple service of that day. It was 
the birth-dav of her soul ; the beginning 
of her spiritual lift*. How suited is the 
Sabbath service to such glorious work, 
and how common it ought to be!

!l. How this woman was converted. 
Here is the description, and it is ex­
quisitely beautiful: “Whose heart the 
Lord opened, that she attended to the 
things which were spoken of Paul." 
There appear in this case of conversion 
the agency of the Holy Spirit, and the 
instrumentality of gospel truth, the 
Lord opening the heart, not by tho 
forces of Almighty Power, but by Un­
gentle pressure of heavenly influence, 
(rod still seeks to open hearts for the 
saving reception of the word of life. 
Lydia did not resist the gracious opera­
tions of the Lord. The preached work 
had a good deal to do in the work of 
introducing this woman into the king­
dom of God. It is not difficult to im­
agine the theme of Paul’s address upon 
that memorable occasion. Judging 
from his discourses, as preserved in 
this book, we are safe in concluding 
that Jesus the Christ, Jesus the long- 
promised Messiah, Jesus in His atoning 
work, Jesus as the great subject of the 
Old Testament, Jesus as the only and 
the all-sufficient Saviour, would be His 
message to the company met for prayer 
that Sabbath day. Such is the history 
of Lydia’s conversion, 41s preserved for 
our instruction and encouragement.

The lessons of her conversion, as com­
pared with that of the jailer, are profit­
able for us to learn. We learn that there 
is diversity of operation in tho work of 
the Spirit. To one the Spirit comes 
with the noiseless gentleness of the 
coming light of the morning. There is 
uo extraordinary excitement. There is 
no convulsive agony. There is no pallor 
of deep despair. The light of the Spirit 
shines, and it is received, and the soul 
inters into the bright sunshine of the 
livine favor. While, to another, the 
Spirit comes like a mighty rushing 
wind, in a very tornado of conviction. 
We see this diversity in this chapter.

We learn that conversions may differ 
ii form and surroundings, and yet be
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genuine. How different the conver­
sions of Lydia and the jailer, in their 
experience and attendant circumstan­
ces, while the one was just as genuine 
as the other! Should we not learn that 
in our Sabbath services we may expect 
conversions? There may be conversions 
elsewhere; there should be conversions 
in all our Sabbath services. In the two 
historic conversions of this chapter, 
we see the effect upon the families in 
leading those of each household to the 
knowledge of sadvation.

II. The incident of the damsel possessed 
with a spirit of divination. How the scene 
chuuges as we look upon the female 
slave, under the power of the avarice of 
her masters, aud controlled by the spirit 
of evil! Paul saw that she was under 
the diabolical tyranny of an evil spirit. 
He knew the superstitious influence 
exerted by this person, and that while 
her testimony was true, it was prompted 
by base motives. ' Paul, seeing the in­
jury that might accrue to the cause of 
God by the approval of such a person, 
demonstrated the supernatural power 
of Christianity, and the supremacy of 
the Lord Christ, by commanding the 
evil spirit in the name of Jesus to come 
out of the damsel.

Thu record is that he came out of her 
the same hour.

III. The arrest and imprisonment of 
Paul and Silas.

The attack upon Paul and Silas was 
under the leadership and at the insti­
gation of the masters, the joint owners 
of tho slave, who had been dispossessed 
of the evil spirit. What a picture is 
here presented of the fury of the multi­
tude, and the fiery opposition of the 
magistrates. The men, who sought to 
help and bless the people of Philipp , 
were publicly beaten and unmercifully 
imprisoned. The cause of God was not 
hindered, but rather helped by the fu­
rious persecution of the mob and the 
magistrates. The imprisonment re­
sulted in the noble testimony concern­
ing Paul and Silas, singing praises unto 
God at midnight, and in the hearing of 
the prisoners. It also resulted in the 
conversion of the governor of the pris-
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on, ami the introduction of his house­
hold into the church of Christ.

The Conversion of the Jailer.
(Lesson February 17, 1884.)

By B. M. Palmer, 1). I)., First Pres­
byterian Chfrch, New Orleans. 

And they said, believe on the Jsml Jeans 
Christ, and thou shall he saved, and thy 
house.—Acts xvi: 31.
Among the passages of Scripture which 

explicitly declare the necessity of faith 
in the sinners salvation, the text has 
the advantage of being a direct applica­
tion of the principle in a concrete case. 
Christianity then, both in doctrine and 
practice, has but one answer to those 
who ask the jailer’s question. Yet this 
is not the answer which human philos­
ophy would have returned. It would 
never have dreamed of proposing to re­
deem a soul from guilt through the 
obedience of another.

I. Why then in a scheme of grace is faith 
announced as the sole term of salvation .v 
The reply is that salvation includes de­
liverance from the punishment of sin, 
from its dominion, from its defilement, 
and finally from its being.

1. The first step therefore is pardon. 
But law can make no provision for this, 
without annulling its own authority. 
Even grace can only offer pardon to the 
sinner upon the full reparation to infin­
ite justice through the expiatory suffer­
ings and death of Christ, as his substi­
tute under the law. Thus, pardon has 
been already procured, and needs only 
to be accepted. Hence the necessity of 
faith, or trust, in Him who has lifted 
the sentence under which we were con­
demned.

But a criminal may be exempted from 
punishment, who is not restored to 
favor; and the sinner cannot be accept­
ed before God, unless invested with a 
righteousness that shall entitle him to 
this privilege. This too has been pro­
cured through the obedience of our 
Head. Nothing remains but to appro­
priate and make it our own, through the 
faith which becomes thus the sole and 
necessary term of salvation.

2. So far, the legal relations of the 
sinner only are changed : the next stej 
is the renovation of his nature. The 
principle of sin must be broken within 
him, so that he may be delivered from 
the dominion of sin no less than from it- 
guilt. This is accomplished in the New 
Birth, imparting spiritual life, and im­
planting the principle of holiness where- 
by the sinner becomes “ anew creature 
in Christ Jesus. From this flows our 
progressive sanctification, just as the 
line is generated from a moving point, 
in which the power of sin is daily weak­
ened in the soul. In all this however 
Christ only fulfils the office of a kinv. 
“subduing us te himself” by the re­
newing power of the Holy Spirit. Hence 
again the necessity of faith in Him by 
whom the salvation, within as well as 
without us, has been wrought.

3. The salvation is not complete 
whilst a trace of sin remains. Its last 
stain must be removed, and its very be- 
ing must be destroyed. This occurs at 
death, when we are perfectly transform­
ed into the image of our Lord and are 
translated into the presence of His glory 
forever. But only those share in this 
blessedness of the Redeemer who are 
united to Him by a faith which “re­
ceives and rests upon him alone for sal­
vation as he is offered in the gospel.

Faith, and faith alone, is thus the in­
dispensable condition of salvation from 
sin; whether this be viewed with refer­
ence to guilt, or its dominion, or its de­
filement, or its presence and being.

II. What now is this faith, which is the 
instrument of our salvation ?

1. It is a grace wrought within us by 
the Holy Ghost, a divine principle im­
planted in the new birth, the first sign 
of the spiritual life which has been in­
fused. The sinner's constant mistake 
consists in spinning this faith out of Ins 
own reason, instead of receiving it as a 
gift from God.

2. The exercise of this faith is our 
own act; and it draws upon the whole 
contents of our being, bringing every 
faculty of the soul into play -and is the 
precise point at which the entire agency 
and responsibility of the creature are
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recognized in the matter of salva­
tion.

3. Faith always includes repentance. 
They are the two poles of the same truth. 
Motion to a place always necessitates 
motion from a place. Faith is the move­
ment of the soul to Christ, under the 
drawing of the Spirit : repentance is the 
co-ordinate movement of the soul away 
from its own sins. The measure of the 
one is the measure of the other.

4. Faith is the conveyance of the sou' 
to Jesus Christ, and is the human men 
nre of His atonement. The divine meas 
nre is the law which it has “ magnified 
hut the human measure is the faith 
which embraces it.

5. Faith is the bond, on the part of 
the creature, by which he is united with 
Christ, and made “partaker of the 
divine nature." It is therefore the root 
of all true obedience and comfort in 
God's service. It can never lead to the 
“filthy antinomianism,” which says, 
“ Let us continue in sin that grace may 
abound."

i’(inclusion.—'The goodness of God in 
reducing the sinner’s salvation to a 
single issue. It has always been His 
way. Under the first covenant, whilst 
the law covered man’s entire nature, the 
temptation was restricted to one form, 
and Adam’s obedience was subjected to 
a single test. So the sinner is stmt up 
to a single issue. He has only to accept 
lie salvation freely offered in the Gos­

pel. Is it possible to conceive any offer 
more moderate, more simple, more 
reasonable, more easy than this? How 
much is the sin of rejecting this salva- 
:ion aggravated by this fact?

The Thessalonians and Bereans.
(Lesson February 24.)

By “Clerkth" [Presbyterian], Brook­
lyn. *

T!i<>ftp icere more noble thon those In Thes­
salonica, in that they received the irord 
inth all readiness of mind, and searched

’Dr. J. II. Vincent, who engaged to furnish 
the sermon on this lesson, found it impossible 

I t" do so and a clergyman who prefers to lie 
known as “Clorions," has consented to take his

the Scriptures daily, whether these things 
were so.—Acts xvii: 11.
Thessalonica was a maritime city ot 

Macedonia, situated on the Thermaic 
Gulf (now the Gulf of Salonica), and 
rose into importance with the decay of 
Greek nationality. It shared with Co­
rinth and Ephesus the commerce of the 
Levant. It was therefore an invaluable 
centre for the spread of Christianity: 
and the apostle to the Gentiles evinced 
great sagacity in seizing upon such 
strong and influential centres of trade 
and commerce to plant the Cross and in­
fuse the leaven of the New Faith. Paul, 
in company with Silas and Timothy, vis­
ited the city during his second mission­
ary tour. He found here many Jews— 
for, the world over and in all ages, they 
have been a trading race and a syna­
gogue, which was the first scene of his 
labors. He spent considerable time 
in this place making two, if not three 
visits,and gathering a large and flourish­
ing Christian church, to which two of 
his epistles were addressed. It is still a 
city of commercial importance, with a 
population of 80,000 souls. Its numer­
ous existing mosques, some of them 
very celebrated, were once Christian 
churches.

Berea was also a large city in Ma­
cedonia, thirty-five miles west of Thes­
salonica, on the slope of the Olympian 
mountain range, “beautiful for situa­
tion’’—commanding a fine view of the 
plain of the Axius and Haliacmon.* It 
was a fitting temporary retreat for Paul 
and his companions, after their narrow 
escape from the rage of the Jews of 
Thessalonica. But instead of rest and 
quiet, they went straightway into the 
synagogue of the Jews and boldly pro­
claimed the Word of God, and with 
marked success. “ But when the Jews 
of Thessalonica" heard of it, “they 
came thither likew se, stirring up and 
troubling the multitude." It was 
deemed prudent that Paul should re-

* The site of this ancient city is occupied by 
the modern town of He.ria, with a population of 
10,000 souls. An American missionary, Rev. E. 
M. Poo<l, of Bloomfield, N. J„ has spent a long 
life here in the service of the A. B. C\ F. M.
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tire to the sea, on bin way to Athens; 
but Silas and Timothy remained.

We are now prepared to consider the 
text intelligently —the contrast in the 
conduct of these early converts—and 
some of the lessons taught by it.

7 he Bereans were outre noble than the 
Thessalonians, for the reason that “ they 
received the Word with all readiness of 
mind, examining the Scriptures daily 
whether these things were so.” But 
justice requires that we discriminate 
here. For the Thessalonian Epistles 
clearly show that Paul did a glorious 
work in that wealthy maritime city; 
that his “manner of entering in,” and 
the bitter persecution which Jewish 
bigots stirred up against him, “moved 
by jealousy,” did not in the end hinder 
the good work ; that they “had received 
the word, in much affliction, with joy 
of the Holy Ghost; so that ye were en- 
samples to all that believe. * * * From 
you sounded out the word of the Lord, 
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but 
also in every place your faith to God- 
ward is spread abroad.” The fact is, 
the converts were chiefly Gentiles: “Ye 
turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God.” The opposition 
and persecution came from the Jewish 
element in the city, whose national 
prejudices and unbelief arrayed them 
against the Gospel and turned them 
into violent persecutors, even as Paul 
himself had once been. It was this 
class, represented by the emissaries sent 
to Berea, who “stirred up and troubled 
the multitudes ” pressing into the king­
dom there, that wrc are to contrast with 
the Bereau converts.

What were the attitude and traits

OF CHARACTER IN THE BEREANS, NOTED AND 
COMMENDED BY THE SPIRIT OF INSPIRA­
TION?

“They received the word with all 
readiness of mind." 1. They were not 
led away or prejudiced by the clamor 
of these Jews who came from Thessa- 
lonica to stir up opposition and seduce 
the people, in this inland, quiet city. 
Doubtless these agitators, and zealots 
of the Jewish faith and traditions, had 
marvellous stories to tell of Paul, and
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his work in and flight from their city, 
and hesitated not to use deception and 
lying to gain their end. But these fair- 
minded Bereans, even the Jewish ele­
ment which was attached to the syna­
gogue, nobly resolved to hear Paul ami 
jtubjeJiir themselves. Hence they flocked 
into the synagogue when he appeared, 
and gave respectful attention to hi* 
message. A noble trait, and one not 
always and everywhere exemplified in 
Christian communities!

2. They not only listened attentively to 
Paul’s preaching, but “they received 
the word with all readiness of mind. 
They put themselves in the attitude 
of recipients; they opened their hearts 
to its moral and spiritual influences, 
while the new revelation dawned on 
their minds, probably for the first time. 
For they had, for the most part, served 
“idols”; but the message which now 
came to them from “ the living and 
true God ”—a message of love, of mercy, 
of pardon for sin, and justification 
through the blood of the Christ, just 
shod on Calvary thrilled their hearts 
with the power of a new life, as well ns 
a new doctrine; and they heartily re­
ceived it, and joyfully yielded them­
selves to its control; in a word, were 
“ made willing in the day of God's pow­
er.” Blessed attitude for a hearer of the 
Gospel ! This “ preparation of the heart" 
to receive the Word, is an essential con­
dition of profitable hearing. Alas, how 
little is there of it on the part of the 
mass of our church-goers ! They rush 
into God's sanctuary, as they go to their 
daily business, or to a place of enter­
tainment, without forethought or spe­
cial meditation, or heart exercises, and 
so listen mechanically to the Word ; and 
then go away, it may be, wondering 
that they have not been interested in 
the preacher and that his message hah 
made so little impression upon them ! 
What a revolution in preaching and 
hearing would there be—what new and 
blessed power would the Word of God 
have on the Church itself, and on the 
multitudes of the unconverted who 
enter the gates of Zion —if the example 
of these early converts from idolatry
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were generally followed, “in that they 
received the word with all readiness of 
mind !”

:t. “ Kr mining the Scriptures daily, 
whether these things were so.” Not 
only did these “noble ” Christian men 
and women (“of men, not a few, and 
< * reek women of honorable estate,” who 
“ believed,”) hear Paul for themselves, 
and judge with all fairness of his preach­
ing; but they did more: they deemed 
the matter of such present and eternal 
.moment to them individually, as to lead 
them to look into it; to inquire and in­
vestigate and search after the truth, 
that they might ascertain “ whether 
these things were so.” (a) “To the law 
and the testimony.” They did not ac­
cept hearsay testimony, either from the 
lips of Paul or of his enemies and tra- 
ducers. They went to the original 
sources of light and authority, (b) They 
r* sorted to the Scriptures, and to them 
alone, to guide their minds on a subject 
so solemn and important as the soul's 
salvation. They did not dispute or 
reason, but simply sought to know the 
will of God as revealed in the Old Testa­
ment Scriptures; for they had not the 
Now. They tested even Paul's teaching 
by the true and sole authoritative stand­
ard, viz., God’s own inspired and writ­
ten word, (c) They did this “daily,”

not once for all, not occasionally. Their 
faith, their religion, entered into tlieir 
daily life, and they made the Scriptures 
their constant study and guide. Thus 
they were made intelligent Christians, 
and were able “to give a reason for the 
hope that was in them.” They became 
“rooted and grounded" in Christian 
doctrine, and so could not be easily 
“ shaken " or “moved." lienee, they 
became “ living epistles," shining “ en- 
samples " of the new faith which they 
had espoused. And this “ noble” type 
of early Christianity, formed in the 
midst of Jewish hostility, and idolatrous 
superstition and worship,lias come down 
through the ages as a memorial and tes­
timony, precious, inspiring, glorious.

Among the lessons taught us by this 
portion of Scripture we specify only 
three. 1. Much may be learned by the 
Church at large from the spirit and con­
duct of regenerated souls at the time of thnr 
“espousals.” ‘2. It is idl desirable to
bring the Church (and the world also) 
hack to this sensible and primitive mettent 
of testing the doctrines and claims of our 
religions teachers. ÎJ. The “ daily ” habit 
of reading and searching the Scriptures, for 
light and guidance from God in all life’s 
affairs, cannot be too frequently and 
earnestly urged, in the family, in the 
pulpit, and in the sanctuary.

PRAYER-MEETING SERVICE.
• By J. M. Sherwood, D.D.

February 6. — Missionarjf Service. 
Hindrances to the conversion of all 
nations. (Isa. lix: 1 2.)

What are the chief Hindrances? A 
clear and just conception of the facts of 
the case is essential to an intelligent 
prosecution of the missionary work of 
the Church. The Master who calls her 
11 this arduous service, does not dis­
guise in the least the tremendous ob­
stacles and difficulties which she must 
inevitably encounter. And He would 
have us •* sit down and count the cost ” 
-look the matter squarely in the face,

| as a business man would look at a busi­
ness enterprise—and adapt the means 
and agencies to the actual condition of

things. “The romance of missions,” 
has happily passed away, and the 
Church is settling down to earnest 
work, along various lines of action, and 
through agencies and channels shaped 
and adapted to the various fields and 
kinds of work embraced in the under­
taking; thoroughly convinced that the 
conversion of the world to Christ is not 
to be brought about by simple zeal or 
enthusiasm, or by miracle, but by hard, 
earnest, persistent work, wisely and sys­
tematically done, in faith and prayer.

Among the Hindrances which we 
regard as most serious and everywhere 
felt, arc these: 1. The lack of deep, earn­
est sympathy with Christ on the part of His
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people. Look at His mission, lift*, «loutli, 
and reign in heaven, and contrast the 
spirit and life and purpose of the great 
mass of His disciples ! Put His spirit 
into the millions on earth ' ss
His name, even as it possessed the early 
disciples, and a single generation would 
work out the millenium !

2. An evil heart of unbelief. In spite of 
the promises; in spite of the signal 
triumphs of Christianity in apostolic 
times; in spite of the wonderful suc­
cess of modern missions, the mass of 
disciples to-day have no faith in the mis­
sionary enter]>rise. The world regards it 
as visionary, fanatical—money, health, 
lives, sacrificed for naught; and mil­
lions to-day calling thems«-lves “ Chris­
tians,” have actually no truer concep­
tion. They look at it as a human enter­
prise. They fail to see that God, Christ, 
the Holy Spirit, prophecy, promise, 
and providence are all in it and behind 
it, and hence failure is impossible.

3. The vneo)iseerateil wealth of the 
( 'Imrch. It deadens piety, promotes a 
worldly spirit, eats out spiritual lif«-, 
hangs as a dead weight. It is a curse 
and not a blessing. It bids fair to 
“swamp” the Church. Look at the 
Moravian church !

These three hindrances are sufficient 
for our purpose. We <lo not take into 

\ account outward hindrances—the con­
dition of the heathen world, the vast 
extent of the work, almost exceeding 
the power to estimate it, the hostile 
forces arrayed against Christianity, or 
the untohl treasures, the army of mis­
sionaries, and the world of e locational 
and civilizing agencies demanded— 
because these are as nothimj in compari­
son. The power, the means, the re­
sources, the success, will not be wanting 
when God’s Church is ready for the irork .v

February 13. —The prayer of faith. 
(James v: lfi-lfi.)

February 20. — The Nature and 
Efficacy of true Prayer.
(Matt, vii: 7. Luke xi: 9. John xi; 22.)

This subject is too large a one to be 
profitably covered by a single service, 
and so we propose to devote two suc­
cessive weeks to it, securing thereby

both a fuller and a more connect* 1 
view of one of the most radical and im­
portant themes that can occupy tie 
thoughts and exercise the heart* of 
God’s people. The two branches of tie 
subject are also so intimately relut- 1 
that we «gain by considering them n 
connection.

1. I*rayer is simply a request prefer .,/ 
to Hod in the name of Christ. It may 1» 
put into formal language and audibly 
expressed; or it maybe the mute utter­
ance of the heart. The form, the cov 
«lition, the circumstances, are not mat- 
rial. God looks at the heart, and if tint 
go out in the request, it is prayer, an 1 
He will hear and answer it.

2. Fllith is an essential element of ' - 
prayer. “He that cometh to God mu-t 
believe that he is, and that he is a r* - 
warder of them that seek after him. ’ 
“ Without faith it is impossible to he 
well-pleasing unto him.” All God's 
“ promises are yen and amen in Christ 
Jesus,” His moral perfections, and Il s 
promises, are so many pledyes that II- 
will keep covenant with His people in 
this matter. “ An evil heart of unbe­
lief,” will shut His ears, and excite His 
anger. To pray as a matter of cere­
mony; to pray and not have faith that 
God will make good His own word, is 
dreadful business ! It is making “God 
a liar!”

3. . 1// true prayer is sure to he answered. 
It cannot be otherwise and God main­
tain Ilis veracity. He has unequivo­
cally and unalterably committed Him­
self to this course. A proper request, 
offered in faith, is as sure of an answer 
as the rising of to-morrow’s sun is sure. 
God will answer in His own way. in 
His own time, by His own chosen 
methods (and who would have it other­
wise?); but answer He will, at the mo­
ment, or in after life; in time or in 
eternity; directly in form or in spirit. 
Prayer once offered by a sanctified 
heart, in humble faith, and the answer 
is as certain to follow as if the event had 
already passed into history. “Seek 
and ye shall find ; knock and it shall be 
opened : ” “ the prayer of faith shall save 
him.”

8611



Pni\ i t -Mo ting Si rvift.1S84 I

1. God ousters prayer in the way of 
mams. The age of miracles is past, but 
“ supernatural answers to prayer ” is 
the glorious inheritance of the Church 
to the end of time. Dut an agency or 
event is not miraculous because " su­
pernatural.” God does not dispense 
with means in the kingdom of grace 
any more than in the kingdom of the 
physical. IIis interposition sometimes 
may seem to be so direct and signal 
that we fail to trace the connection be­
tween the physical and the spiritual 
—between the blessing and the instru­
mental agency or process. Dut it is 
there nevertheless. We are in danger 
just now of drifting into a false view 

>u this point. l)r. McCosh states the 
ease admirably: “God commonly an­
swers prayer by natural means appoint­
ed for this purpose from the very be­
ginning, when lie gave to mind and 
matter their laws, and arranged the 
objects with these laws for the accom­
plishment of His wise and beneficent 
ends, for the encouragement of virtue 
and the discouragement of vice, and, 
among others, to provide an answer to 
the acceptable petitions of His people. 
God, in answer to prayer, may restore 
the patient by an original strength of 
constitution, or by the well-timcif ap­
plication of a remedy. The believer is 
in need of a blessing, and he asks it; 
and he finds that the God who created 
the need and prompted the prayer has 
provided the means of granting what 
he needs.”

February 27. — God’s Method of 
Dealing with His People. (Zech. 
xiii: 9.)

The wisdom, sovereignty, and power 
of the Supreme Ituler are nowhere more 
clearly and impressively set forth and 
illustrated, than in the fundamental 
methods which mark His government 
of mankind. What these methods or 
principles are, it is not difficult to de­
termine from Scripture and Providence. 
And the choice of methods and the dis­
closure of them are made for the pur- 
poses of instruction and moral disci* 
ul ine.

277

Among these methods are the follow­
ing:

T. Agencies trholly inadequate, seeming­
ly, to accomplish purposes so yraml ami 
infinite.

*2. Instruments, “ weak" and “foolish" 
in themselves, chosen to “confound 
things that are mighty ” the wisdom, phi­
losophy, pride, ami wealth,of the world. 
The simple “story of the Cross,” from 
the lips of unlettered men, to revolu­
tionize and convert this sin-cursed race 
and restore it to the image of God !

il. God's method is one to compel 
faith — the whole structure of the Super­
natural rests on faith, (a) It is true in 
regard to the Scriptures. From Genesis 
to Revelation, we “see as through a 
glass, darkly.” God gives light enough 
to discern duty, but not to satisfy a 
thousand anxieties. We must believe, 
trust, patiently wait, or perish, (b) 
Providence is a book full of painful 
mysteries. We cannot break the seals 
and interpret. Darkness that may be 
felt encompasses our path here. We 
are shut up to faith.

4. The Divine method is the method 
of severe discipline. Dy the way of the 
Cross to the Crown Î Fellowship in suf­
fering the condition of joint heirship 
in glory. “ Whom he loves he rebukes 
and chastens.”

5. God’s method is one of slow growth 
and development. Light, grace, prosper­
ity, favor, discipline, as we can bear it. 
As in nature: “ first the blade, then lin­
ear, then the full corn in the ear.”

G. God’s method of dealing has re­
spect to that system of rewards and pun­
ishments which forms a part of His 
moral government. Sin and misery, 
virtue and happiness, obedience and 
reward, arc so conjoined in this life, 
that no man cun mistake the will of 
God, or reasonably doubt that the law 
of eternal rectitude is bound ultimately 
to prevail.

7. Occasionally by “ terrible acts of 
righteousness,” God reveals Himself to 
the nations, “ that all the earth may 
know there is a God in Israel”
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HOMILETIC STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF HEBREWS.
By Rev. D.

General Topic : Tiie Patriarchal 
Period.

Text : Hebrews xi: ‘21, ‘2*2.
Special Topic: Jacob and Joseph.
Introduction. Though the details of 

the life of each believer named in this 
chapter are rich with instructive les­
sons, our rapid view of the whole neces­
sitates the treatment of but a few' of 
the salient points in each case.

I. Jacob.
1. His two acts of faith. (V. 21.)
(1.) The bestowal of the patriarchal 

blessing upon both tin* sons of Joseph. 
Ties raised them to the dignity of an 
equal footing with the sons of Jacob 
himself, and hence entitled them to an 
equal share in the land of promise. A 
knowledge of the divine will, in respect 
to these two sons of Joseph, was neces­
sary in order to make this change - a 
knowledge which implied that the pa­
triarch was now under the divine guid­
ance, and that his faith in the fulfillment 
of the divine purposes was clear and 
strong.

The prophetic spirit which accom­
panied the bestowal of the patriarchal 
blessing was another marked evidence 
of Jacob’s faith.

At the advanced age of one hundred 
and forty-seven years, bowed and in­
firm, he is able to draw a graphie 
outline of the character and future 
destiny of his remote descendants. 
With a clear spiritual vision, he notes 
the impulsiveness of Reuben and of 
his tribe ; the cruelty of Simeon 
and Levi; the lion-like supremacy of 
Judah; the cunniny of l)an; the lorn- 
tion of Zebulun, “at the haven of the 
sea;” the strength of Issachar; (lad’s ex­
posure to the enemy’s invasion, having 
chosen his inheritance on the east of 
Jordan ; the fatness of Asher, thus re­
ferring to the productive districts by 
the Mediterranean, from Carmel to the 
Phoenician boundary; the ynzelle-like 
4eet ness of Naphtali, and the double in­
heritance given to Joseph in the two 
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh. These

C. Hvohen.
features are so clearly borne out by th 
history of those tribes, that Kuobel and 
other rationalistic interpreters huv 
sought to cast a doubt upon the g.-n. 
uineness of this narrative on tli 
very ground of its prophetic accuracy 1 

(*2.) Jacob’s second act of faith is lm 
“worshipping, leaning upon the top <v 
his staff.” Though mentioned by the 
apostle as subsequent to the blessing 
of the sons of Joseph, it would seem t<> 
have preceded it according to (Sen 
xlvii: 31. Here occurs an interesting 
question of biblical criticism. The N» j - 
tuagint version, followed by the aposth- 
renders the Hebrew by the word “staff, 
while in our version it is rendered “ bed 
It is simply a question of Hebrew 
vowel-pointing, which was not intro 
ductal until after the fifth century ut 
our era. Before the introduction of 
vowel-points, either rendering could 
have been made, according to the judg­
ment of the interpreter, inasmuch as 
both words were precisely alike with 
out the vowel-points. The Alexan­
drian scholars, who rendered the Old 
Testament Hebrew into Greek nearly 
three hundred years before Christ, 
read the Hebrew word mat-teh, rod 
or staff, with which agree the Syriac 
and the Italian. There is also a con 
fl’ct between the respective transla­
tions of this verso in the Douay and 
Protestant versions. The former ren­
ders it: “ By faith Jacob blessed each 
of the sons of Joseph, and adored tin- 
top of his rod;” the following note 
being appended: “The apostle here 
follows the ancient Greek Bible of the 
seventy interpreters (which translate-» 
in this manner: Gen. ch. xliv: 31, and 
alleges this fact of Jacob, in paying a 
relative honor and veneration to the top 
of the rod or sceptre of Joseph, as to a 
figure of Christ’s sceptre and kingdom, 
as an instance and argument of Ids 
faith. But some translators, who are 
no friends to this relative honor, have 
corrupted the text by translating it, 
he worshipped, leaniny a/xm the, top of hi3 
staff; as if this circumstance of leaning
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upon Lia stuff worn any argument of 
Jacob’s faith, or worthy being thus 
particularly taken notice of by the 
Holy Ghost.” “ Holy Bible : " Pub. 
with the approbation of the Most Rev­
erend John Hughes, D.D., Archbishop 
of New York: 1853. According to the 
Greek version published by Dr. Kcholz, 
a Roman Catholic Professor of Sacred 
Literature at Bonn, and also according 
to the text of the Septuagint version, an 
exact and literal rendering would be: 
"And (Jacob) worshipped upon the top 
of his staff.” To follow the Douay trans­
lation is to omit unwarrantably the im­
portant Greek preposition, and thus 
wilfully change the construction of the 
sentence, and impute to the aged 
patriarch an net unworthy of his faith, 
and to the passage, a signification which 
the apostle never intended.

After this digression, it is only neces­
sary further to remark that the spirit 
of worship to which the apostle here 
refers, as an evidence of the reality of 
the faith of the patriarch, touchingly 
suggests one of the most essential fea­
tures of genuine, Scriptural faith, 
namely: a devout reverence for the true 
God.

II. Joseph. (V. 22.)
1. His tico arts of faith.
(1.) Concerning the deliverance of 

his people from the land of Egypt. 
"By faith Joseph * - * • • made 
mention of the departure (lit. exodus) 
of the children of Israel.” The word 
rendered “made mention " literally 
means, “he reminded” them. This is 
the sense in which it should here bo 
taken; for he, doubtless, refers to the 
promise of God to Abraham (Gen, xv: 
13), that after his seed should be a 
stranger in a land not theirs, and should 
serve them, and should be afflicted for 
four hundred years, • * * “ and

afterwards they shall come out with 
great substance.” Believing with im­
plicit faith this divine promise made to 
his illustrious ancestor, Joseph, in his 
last days, gave evidence of his confi­
dence in God’s word ; which confidence 
had characterized him from his early 
youth,and which enabled him to main­

tain the integrity of his religious life in 
severe temptations and in all the stages 
of his eventful career.

(2.) Concerning the ultimate burial 
of his body in the land of Canaan. To 
use the pertinent words of quaint Mat­
thew Henry: “Now Joseph gave this 
order, not that he thought his being 
buried in Egypt would either prejudice 
his soul or prevent the resurrection of 
his body (as some of the Rabbis fan­
cied), but to testify (a) that though ho 
had lived and died in Egypt, yet he 
did not live and die an Egyptian, but 
an Israelite; (h) that he preferred asig- 
n iff cant burial in Canaan to n magnifi­
cent one in Egypt, * * * ; (c) to assure 
them that God would bo with them 
in Egypt, and deliver them out of it m 
his own time and way.” Henry, in <00.

By Talbot W. Chambers, I).I).
1. In Gen. xxxvii: 35 Jacob is reported 

assaying, “ I will go down into the grave 
unto my son mourning.” A more cor­
rect version is, “I will go down to my 
son mourning into Sheol.” This is the 
first of the sixty-five instances in which 
the proper name Sheol occurs in the Old 
Testament. It is a precise equivalent 
of the Greek Had>8, which is found ten 
times in the New Testament. The word 
never means grave, for which the He­
brew has a term uniformly used to de­
note the earthly receptacle of a dead 
body, but always the place of departed 
spirits, whether good or evil. It thus 
distinctly conveyed the idea of the soul's 
existence after death. The patriarch’s 
conceptions of this unseen world were 
doubtless dim and vague, but he ex­
pected to meet Joseph there, and his use 
of the word is quite inconsistent with 
the notion that death is the extinction 
of the whole man.

2. In the painful narrative given in 
the thirty-eighth chapter of Genesis, a 
certain locality is described as “an open 
place” (verse 14', and “openly” (verse 
21), but it is generally agreed that the 
original is more definite, and means in

MISQUOTED SCRIPTURES.
No. XV.
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the first instance “in the gate of Ena- 
yim," *and in the second “ at Etuiyitu." 
The term rendered “ harlot " in verses 
21 and 2*2, is not the same ns the one so 
rendered inverse 15, lmt very different. 
It means a woman dedicated to impure 
heathen worship. The custom indicat­
ed by this term was prevalent among 
many of the ancient heathen, and still 
survived in modern India, where it is 
not uncommon for parents to train a 
daughter in song and dance, and take 
her to a temple with the distinct under­
standing that while there her person 
shall be at the service of the priests. A 
distinguished missionary tells me that 
to have a daughter so employed is 
deemed • i. honor, and that a girl, after 
spending years in the temple, may re­
turn to her home and be reputably mar­
ried.
3. In Genesis xxxixdi we read of Joseph, 

that he “ was a goodly person and well- 
favored." The original is literally, “fair 
of form, and fair of appearance," mean­
ing doubtless that both in his figure and 
his countenance he was attractive. The 
mention of his personal charms is not 
idle, but helps to account for the keen 
and insidious temptation to which he 
was subjected, and which he overcame 
with such pious simplicity and heroic 
fortitude.

4. In Genesis xl : lit, 17, we read of 
“ white baskets," in one ol which “ was 
ail manner of bakemeats " for Pharaoh, 
a statement that is rather confusing. 
The first phrase, according to the ancient 
versions, should be “baskets of white 
(i. c. fine) bread," the color of the bas­
kets being of much less importance than 
that of their contents. The other phrase 
contains no reference to meat, in the 
modern sense of that word, but simply 
means, “ all manner of food for Pharaoh, 
the work of the baker.” The point of the 
statement is that the symbol of the chief 
of the bakers' doom was drawn from his 
occupation, just as the symbol of the 
chief butler’s restoration was from his.

5. In Jacob’s invocation upon Joseph's

*Ab it is given in the margin of the authorized 
version.

children (xlviii: 15), lie speaks of tin 
Most High, as “the God who fed me all 
my life long unto this day." The verb 
here is very inadequately rendered. The 
Lord had done a great deal more for tin 
patriarch than provide him with food 
The true sense is, “ who hath been iux 
shepherd," a vivid and suggestive image 
often found in the Scripture. See Ps. 
xxiii: 1, where the Hebrew is the salu­
as here, with the addition of the suffix 
of the tirst person. To act ns a shep­
herd to any one is to furnish him food, 
guide him in his way, defend him from 
all foes, in short do for him everything 
that he cannot do for himself. The 
change suggested here has been mad- 
with great propriety and beauty in tin 
Revised New Testament in lluv. vii: 17. 
where we read, “ The Lamb which is m 
the midst of the throne shall be their 
Shepherd."

AUTHORSHIP OF THE EPISTLE TO THE 
HEBREWS.

No. III.
By G. XV. Samson, D.D.

Dklitzbch, of the German speculative 
school, and Canon Farrar, of the Eng­
lish Broad church, are quoted, perhaps 
too confidently, as throwing just doubt 
on the authorship of the Epistle to the 
llcbrews. Half a century ago, Hug, the 
most masterly scholar of the German 
Catholic church, and Stuart, the equal­
ly masterly leader of the American 
School in biblical criticism, independ­
ently of each other, spent years of ex­
haustive research as to the Epistle to 
the Hebrews; and from common and 
convincing testimonies met every ob­
jection, and established by unquestion­
able historic testimony its authorship 
by Paul. In this day, when speculative 
doubt is so fostered, and when historic 
writers are treated as if they too were 
but speculators, a glance at the un­
broken and demonstrative chain of 
testimonies, as traced by logical minds 
in each important era of Christian his­
tory, claims impartial review.

It is found that in the Oriental 
church, including all Asia and Greece, 
the lands where the New Testament
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rf-cords were read in their original luu- 
imge, no suggestion of doubt as to the 

I1'pintle ever arose. In the Homan 
f hurch the strongest continuation was 
given in the first century: in the second 
century the ambition of rival leaders 
led to speculative objections; those have 
reappeared in different ages; they found 
chief voice in the Jesuit order after the 
t'«o|ineil of Trent; and have been most 
fully replied to by its now revered 
scholars. In the Alexandrine, the third 
Mid intermediate school, amid all the 
rivalries of tin* Eastern and Western 
htirv.hes, these objections were first 

met and were fully replied to by the 
men best qualified to be impartial.

The chief testimony as to the Epistle 
to the Hebrews is that of Peter (2d Pet. 
u 15. Id), in which three classes of 

testimonials are apparent. First, Peter 
addressed the “diaspora" the term 
used in the Greek translation of the 

Id Testament, by John (vii: 35), by 
James (i : 1), by Peter (1 Pet. i: 1), and 
by Josephus, to designate the Jems 
scattered among the Gentiles. Peter in­
dicates a special letter of Paul's ad­
dressed to them ; and that letter was 
distinct from his other Epistles, and 
ould have been only this to the He­

brews. Second, the subject of that letter 
was a. special one; showing that “the 
loug-sutteringof the Lord is salvation."

careful examination of the Greek or­
iginal will show that there are in verse 
If , seven special words, used by Peter 
il Paul's significations. Chief among 
these are “liegeomai,” account; “sote- 
na," salvation; and especially, “mak- 
rothumin," long-mindedness; used in 
the moral sense only by special writers 
•l the later ages; peculiar to Paul, and 
apparently borrowed from him by Peter. 
This subject is specially the theme of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews (ii: 1-4; iv: 
1. vi; 9-12; ix: 14, and xi: 3-38.) 

Third, this Epistle, with others, was 
copied,.distributed and “wrested,” ap­
parently in this age of the apostles 
themselves.

The apostle Peter makes it clear (2 
Pet. iii: 14, 15), that, during the life of 
Paul, his several epistles were copied

and distributed generally; so that they 
were in the hands of even the unlearned 
and unstable; while, too, they had au­
thority as inspired “Scriptures." ('leni­
ent, the third bishop of the Homan 
church, from A.l). 92 to 102, during 
John’s life, wrote his Epistle to the 
Corinthians, quoting Paul as his au­
thority. Eusebius alludes to his quo­
tations from the Epistle to the He­
brews, and Stuart has ranged, in parallel 
columns, the original Greek, showing 
in Clement's epistle seven direct and 
eleven indirect quotations from the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. In the year 
A.l). 140, there came to Home two 
marked young men. Oik* was the bril­
liant Marc ion, whose father, a disciple 
of Polycarp, a pupil of John, was 
obliged to exclude his son from his 
church, near Smyrna, because of youth­
ful improprieties; who, exiling himself, 
sought at Home admission to the Chris­
tian Church, but failing, resolved on 
opposition to its faith. The same year 
there came to Home from Alexandria, a 
speculative youth named Valentine; 
and the two found kindred congeniali­
ties of mind and heart. Marcion de­
clared that the gospels could not be 
harmonized; and that Luke’s, declared 
historic, must rule as authoritative. Of 
the fourteen epistles of Paul, found as 
authentic in the Greek original and in 
the Syriac translation, used in Chris­
tian churches at that era, he accepted 
only ten. The objections to the He­
brews, as Hug has shown, were from the 
first substantially the same : that Paul 
had not, as in other epistles, prefixed 
his name to it; that in ii: 1-5, the term 
“ us" is in conflict with his declaration 
that he personally did not receive his 
view of gospel truth from the apostles; 
that in xiii: 18, he seems to have an 
affiliation with the Palestine Jews; and 
that the style'of thought differs from 
Paul’s in his other epistles. To the first 
objection, Clement, of Alexandria, in 
the third, and Eusebius, in the fourth 
century, quote in reply the statement 
of Panticnus, the first head of the Alex­
andrine school ; who, at the very time 
Marcion was suggesting his speculative
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doubt at Konn\ made thin statement, 
as Clement writes : “As our worthy 
presbyter Las already said, ‘Since the 
Lord himself was sent as the apostle to 
the Hebrews, Paul, being nn apostle to 
the Gentiles, on account of modesty, 
does not subscribe himself as the apos­
tle to the Hebrews; both out of rever­
ence for his Lord, and because, being a 
preacher and an apostle to the Gentiles, 
by a kind of supererogation he wrote to 
the Hebrews." As to the other objec­
tions, they are purely speculative, and 
the suggestion of individual fancy; and» 
have been replied to fully, as Hug 
states, in every age when doubt has 
been revived. Paul was constantly vis­
iting Jerusalem, comparing views with 
his fellow apostles ; he declares that in 
common they were inspired for their 
respective work; but he always, as a 
preacher, sought out the Jews first ; 
and the reasoning of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews is just what might be expected 
from him, as men like Grotius and 
Webster, masters in address to differ­
ent classes and varied nationalities, 
have specially observed. The simple 
allusion to Timothy and to Italy in the 
close of the epistle (xiii: 23, *24) is a 
testimony, purely internal, as masters 
in reasoning have in different ages ob­
served, more than outweighing all the 
internal objections ever suggested.

It would be easy to trace the history 
of speculative doubt, confined, as Hug 
painfully notes, almost exclusively, to 
rivals for preferment in the ltomau 
church; how Jerome, taught by thirty 
years' residence among Greeks and 
Syrians in Palestine, was overruled in 
making up the Latin Vulgate from the 
imperfect versions made in different 
parts of the Roman Empire; how the 
Jesuits, securing, against the scholar­
ship of their own church, the decree of 
the Council of Trent, A.D. 1540, making 
the Latin Vulgate (imperfect, as all Ro­
man scholars from Jerome down to 
Ximunes had declared), to supersede the 
Greek originals; and how then, obliged 

0 to seek support for their position, they 
employed successively men like Simon, 
A.D. 1071 to 1625, and Astruc, A.D.

| I'M,

1763, to revive the early spéculait vt 
doubt, to which men like Dos»net, il 
the school of the Sorb tune, fully r - 
plied; how the German rationalist 
school from Rengt-1 took t.v the Jetai t 
attempt, as Milman has shown in h - 
Latin Christianity; how now the Km 
lisli Proud Church and a few leaders ir 
the Scotch and American churches, ai> 
repeating these speculations, while it 
the same time they are replied to hv 
men like Huber, Hefele and Doll in 
gcr, op|K»sers of the Jesuit triumph il 
the doctrine of Papal Infallibility, a.* 
also by men like Dean Hurgou, in tht 
historic Church of England.

Plato relates how Socrates declared 
that, when a youth, he had all the skep­
tical doubt as to God and His trutL 
taught in nature, which, in thoughtful 
minds, are the essential transition froi, 
traditional to individual faith ; but, h- 
said, he was thankful that he had kep 
in his own breast his doubts till the) 
were solved; for, to have proclaimed 
them would have committed him U 
them, and would have made him a fais* 
guide to his countrymen, who needed 
well-grounded faith, not demoralizing 
speculation.

A SYMPOSIUM ON EVOLUTION.
Is the Darwinian Theory of Evom 

tion Reconcilable with the Minus 
If so, with what Limitations?

No. II.
11Y JOSEPH T. DPR YEA, D.D. 

Expositors are often admonished out 
to modify their interpretations of scrip­
ture in order to adapt them to current 
theories in science, which are yet on I > 
hypotheses; but to wait until they an 
directly oriudircctly confirmed a-»truth- 
of science by observation and eiperi- 
ment. The advice is pointed by the 
homely proverb: “ Do not prepare to 
cross a stream until you get to it !" Th<- 
counsel is prudent, anil, in many case*, 
wise. And yet there may be some in­
stances in which it does not apply. 
There have been theories pro|H>uiide<i 
in the past, and for a long time entitled
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to rank only as hypotheses, not reached 
by induction, nor sustained by the 
agreement of deductions from them 
with facts and implications of facts, 
which, nevertheless, were made prob­
able by induction, and advanced more 
and more toward certainty by the steady 
increase of the agreement of deductions 
from them with known or newly-dis­
covered facts. These theories have in­
volved the negation of that which the 
Seripture had been understood to affirm, 
or the affirmation of that which the 
Scripture seemed to negative. And 
sines» the “trend” of investigation was 
constantly in the line of continuation, 
the result has been anticipated. The 
traveler has not come to the stream, but 
he has seen signs that there is a stream 
shortly to be crossed. In such cases, 
it has been thought well by expositors 
to re-examine the words of Scripture to 
find whether those who spoke or wrote 
them may not have had in their minds 
such conceptions and judgments as 
were in harmony with the coming truth, 
although they did not and could not 
anticipate and affirm it. If, by a fair 
interpretation under the laws of lan­
guage and thought, they could discern 
in the words fit forms of expression for 
ideas and predicates in accord with the 
recent truth, they have set down an 
alternate over against the received ex­
position.

And they have done this for two ends. 
First, that they might relieve their own 
winds from a growing apprehension 
that there must be an inevitable con­
flict between the accepted meaning of 
Scripture and scientific propositions 
more and more likely to be proved to 
be true. As soon as they have gained 
a point of view from which they could 
discern the ground of a reconciliation, 
their minds have come to rest. There 
van l>e no other rest for active minds 
than thç-, repose which comes through 
the congruity and consistency of the 
various affirmations they are rationally 
bound to make. Second, that they 
might relieve the minds of others from 
the necessity of doubt. The men of 
wienee have preliminary evidence on

•283

which they base hypotheses; and, hold 
ing them provisionally, they proceed 
to develop and verify them; meanwhile 
they perceive their disagreement with 
the apparent teaching of the Scripture, 
and hv as much as they affirm judg­
ment as to the probability of the truth 
of the theories, they, at least, suspend 
judgment as to the truth of the doctrim- 
of Scripture. And if it relate to essen­
tial and vital matters, the suspense of 
faith is serious, to say nothing of the 
effect on belief in the rest of Scripture 
of a doubt in respect of any part of it. 
For the use of faith is not merely to 
affirm truth for the satisfaction of the 
appetite for knowledge, but to work it 
into the practical convictions and mo­
tive forces which determine character 
and life. And all this is true of those 
who teach science, and of their pupils, 
and of the people in so far as interest 
leads them to listen or read, and learn 
what scientists know and believe..

It certainly has been good service to 
these, which the expositor has rendered 
who has been able to show that there 
is a possible rendering of Scripture, 
which is in harmony, on the one hand, 
with thought that can be consistently 
attributed to the speaker.or writer, and 
on the other hand, with the theories 
which have gained the ground of prob­
ability, and seem to he moving right 
on to the ground of certainty.

It is the opinion of very many that 
the theory of Darwin has been advanced 
to the stage of strong probability, and 
that the indications are that the prog­
ress of scientific observation and rea­
soning will confirm it. It is held by 
many scientific men confidently, by 
others provisionally, by others with 
several important modifications. And 
it is evident that it is received by mul­
titudes of people, who are not able to 
comprehend the force of the considera­
tions which favor it, any more than 
they are able to estimate the difficulties 
in the way of the establishment of it.

The question has been asked, How- 
far is the theory probable, and to what 
extent does it require us to modify our 
views of the teaching of the Scriptures,
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if we bave hitherto interpreted them 
under our ideas, formed from our ac­
quaintance with the method of nature, 
as we suppose it to be?

Darwin is a specialist, lie favors the 
comprehensive theory of evolution as 
expounded by Herbert Spencer, lint 
lie attempts to verify it only within his 
own field of “ observation and reflec­
tion." He, accordingly, does not try 
to account for the origin of life. He 
assumes the existence of a few simple 
forms. “ perhaps only one ” He main­
tains that from the one or the few, by 
a gradual process of development, all 
species of plants and animals have been 
derived, and that from some one of the 
latter the human race has descended. 
This process he has outlined. Every 
form of life tends to grow and produce 
new forms. The offspring tends to ad­
here to the type of the parent, and also 
t > vary slightly from it. The tendency 

* not, manifest in every individual, but 
m some one, or, possibly, in several 
at the same time. The increase of in­
dividuals of every kind is in excess of 
the provision for life. There ensues a 
competition for place and sustenance. 
In this “struggle for existence,” those 
forms which vary in such a manner as 
to gain advantages by closer adaptation 
to the conditions of life, survive, mul­
tiply, and impart to their offspring their 
traits ; and by the subsequent inter­
breeding of similar specimens these 
traits become more and more distinct, 
until they are sufficiently peculiar to 
be regarded as the marks of a class or 
spewles. The “ species,” however, is not 
• ' marked off" by diversity of origin, 
hut of traits. It is not a species, there­
fore, in the sense of the old naturalists. 
The interaction of the form in its varia­
tions and the conditions of life favor­
ing it and leading it on in the course 
of its development, is termed “ natural 
selection.” In the animal kingdom, 
natural selection is aided by sexual 
selection.” The forms which have ad­
vantages by variation pair, and perpet­
uate and intensify the variability, until 
the variety has advanced to the degree 
which is regarded as specific.

All along the course of development, 
it is further maintained, there hav 
been modifications of the conditions o' 
life by geological changes, and accom­
panying differences of climate, etc., 
and these have increased the tendency 
to variation and given new directions 
to natural selection. And by the move­
ment of the forces of life under tin 
guidance of these laws of nature, which 
in their combination have become very 
complex, there has been a steady ad­
vance, upon the whole, from lower to 
higher forms, until at length man has 
appeared, the last and the highest.

In his “Descent of Man” Darwin at­
tempts to trace the genesis of the men­
tal and moral faculties in man by tin 
method of development. He does not 
try to explain the beginnings of these 
as manifested in the lowest forms of 
animal life. He says : “In what man­
ner the mental powers were first devel­
oped in the lowest organisms, is as 
hopeless an inquiry as how life first 
originated. These are problems for tin 
distant future, if they are ever to be 
solved by man." He admits that “there 
can be no doubt that the difference be­
tween the mind of the lowest man and 
that of the highest animal is immense.' 
ltut he affirms, “The difference in mind 
between man and the higher animals, 
great as it is, is certainly one of degree 
and not of kind.” He has shown the 
analogy between the powers of animals 
and some of the powers of man. But 
he has given no satisfactory account ot 
the rise of the distinctive rational and 
moral powers in man. Neither has he 
given a convincing account of the origin 
of language.

The effort to fill the blank between 
the powers of the highest animal and 
the lowest man, is a pure speculation. 
There can be no observation of fact* 
as data for a delineation of the process 
of development from the one into tin 
other. Use may be made of the facts 
of mental action observed among tin 
lowest races of man. But Mivart and 
others have shown that these have not 
been properly observed. And it is not 
yet proved that the debased races are
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not degenerate specimens of mankind. 
The appeal to the fact that the mental 
powers come into exercise gradually in 
the individual is without force. As, e. tj., 
when Darwin says : “If it be main­
tained that certain powers, such as self- 
consciousness, abstraction, etc., are 
peculiar to man, it may well be that 
these are the incidental results of other 
highly-advanced intellectual faculties; 
and these, again, are mainly the result 
of the continued use of a highly-devel­
oped language. At what age does tin- 
new-born infant possess tin* power of 
abstraction, or become self-conscious 
and reflect on its own existence?"

No one denies the development of the 
mental powers of the infant. Hut de­
velopment in this case is simply the 
becoming explicit of that which is im­
plicit. The infant is a rational being, 
at the start. Does the fact that the body 
of the infant develops into the organism 
of a complete man, of itself prove the 
physical evolution of man? Neither 
does the growth of mind as existing, 
prove that mind came to exist by evo­
lution.

Such is the theory of Darwin. The 
ground en which he rests may be 
deemed to be suflicient to support be­
lief by some. Hut it cannot be said to 
be verified. It is true a very distin- 
tinguished visitor-to our country has 
affirmed that it is as surely demonstrat­
ed “as the Copernican theory of the 
solar system." Yet when Iluuckel wished 
to have it taught for scientific truth in 
the public schools of Prussia, Virchow 
withstood him, and declared it could 
not be honestly done. And as to the 
essential elements of the hypothesis, 
there is not now agreement among men 
equally capable and informed. Wallace 
differs with Darwin, Mivart with both, 
Gray with one or the other, and Dawson 
with all.

Indeed, the nature of the problem and 
the sources of proof are such as to cause 
the expectation that the theory will re­
main for a long period in a very crude 
state, and dependent on scanty evidence. 
The process by which nature has come 
to be what it is was concluded before
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observation was possible. And it can­
not be repeated by experiment. Tho 
nearest approach to a scientific test of 
any part of it, as set forth in the hy­
pothesis, is in tin1 treatment of ‘ Plants 
and Animals under Domestication." 
Hut artificial selection in order to pro­
duce varieties is not natural selection, 
nor sexual selection according to tho 
terms of the theory. And this has shown 
only that the limits to variation ir« not 
so narrow as had been supposed, and 
accordingly the concept of species has 
to be modified. A portion of the reason­
ing is from analogy, the most difficult 
of all arguments to manage correctly. 
Another portion i-. by inference from 
inferences depending on inferences; or, 
us the logicians say, by noting the marks 
of the marks of the marks. The data 
are the traces left by the process as it 
advanced. And by the confession of all, 
these have been under suvli conditions 
as necessitated the obliteration of many 
of them when or after they were mail*-. 
It will take time to decipher accurately 
those which have been found, and to 
search for those which remain undis­
covered.

Although, as we have said, the theory 
has been favored to a greater or less de­
gree by many scientific men, there is a 
very respectable number who favor it 
only in part. Some of them consent to 
the probability that the “method of 
nature has been continuous" from tlm 
lowest plant to the highest animal, but 
leave man out of the series as “a being 
apart." Others include man in so far 
as lie is animal, and suppose that intel­
lect, sensibility and will, and the moral 
elements in these, constituting together 
with self-consciousness liis personality, 
came to him by special endowment im­
mediately from the Creator.

It is noticeable that there is less dog­
matism on the part of the advocates of 
the theory than formerly. And it is 
evident that the temper with which it is 
considered is more critical. The first 
enthusiasm accompanying what seemed 
to be afresh and important discovery is 
cooled somewhat, and there is an oppor­
tunity for a calmer judgment. And to
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;t judicial mind, many of the weak places 
in the argument seem weaker than they 
once did. Variation in small degrees 
will not answer. Natural and sexual 
selection falls short. And the geologic­
al changes posited are in need of revi­
sion.

There will not be space to enumerate 
the difficulties which beset the theory. 
They have been presented ever since the 
announcement of it, and have recently 
been pressed by several able critics. 
Some of them seem to be insuperable. 
Let any one, for example, try to picture 
the successive changes by which an 
animal so different as to structure and 
mode of propagation was transformed 
into a mammal, and he will perceive 
how serious they are. The most im­
portant point, however, for our present 
purpose is this: The hypothesis is a 
theory of method, nnd not of causation. 
It is true, certain causal elements are in­
troduced into the account of the process 
of evolution, but these arc not primary 
but secondary. They may pertain to the 
"causa sine qua non,” but not to the 
efficient cause. It is true “laws” are 
affirmed. But we have long ceased to 
be imposed upon by the phrase “ laws 
of nature.'* A true cause is an agent. 
It. does something. It may be simple 
or complex, one force or many forces 
concurring. A law is an abstraction. 
It does nothing. It is an intellectual 
expression of the mode in which a 
cause operates.

Darwin has no exposition of the cause 
or causes of evolution. The questions 
are not answered : What makes life ? 
What makes heredity cleave to the type? 
What makes variation? What makes or­
ganisms plastic to environment? What 
co-ordinates the series of variations 
with the changing conditions of life so 
as to secure progress from lower to 
higher organisms?

Darwin has not attempted the task of 
Herbert Spencer, assuming that the 
worlds, all life, intelligence, sensibility, 
will, personality, were implicit in sim­
ple atoms of one kind, and one or two 
forces pulling and pushing, and at­
tempting to show how these, by involu-
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tion and evolution, became explicit in 
the existing universe. It is open to 
any one to entertain Darwin’s theory 
without assenting to Spencei's. With 
the latter, accordingly, we have no pre­
sent concern.

And this brings us to the question : 
If he shall accept the theory of Darwin, 
will he be able to reconcile it with the 
teachings of the Scriptures? Up to a 
certain point, we think he will ; but be­
yond that we think he will meet with 
difficulties which certainly seem at pre­
sent to be insuperable.

1. He will be able to reconcile the 
theory with all the postulates concern­
ing God assumed in the Scriptures and 
affirmed by consistent theists. Ho ac­
cepts the theory as an exposition of 
method. He is free to find in God the 
efficient cause, and to regard the method 
as the method of creation. To him the 
cnerg) at the center of all things from 
the beginning is not the “unknown 
and unknowable,” but that of a personal 
agent, whose will is the fountain of all 
forces, whose intelligence, wisdom and 
skill have been expressed in the method 
of the genesis and ongoing of the uni­
verse. He finds, too, the same grounds 
for inference to design, purposive adap­
tation of things to things, in the pro­
cess of evolution as the elder theists 
found in the order, arrangement, and 
fitness of things to things, under the old 
conception of the mode of creation.

Again, he is at liberty to conceive the 
agency of God as manifest in one way 
at the beginning, and in another «'ay 
subsequently ; or he may conceive it to 
be similar throughout. He can think 
of God as issuing and sustaining forces 
limited to definite modes of operation, 
and so combining them as that they 
would produce the actual universe; or 
he can think of God as immanent in the 
universe, energizing always and every­
where, according to fixed modes from 
which He will not ordinarily depart.

Or, once more, he may distinguish 
between the method of creation and the 
method of providence, and think of 
God as introducing forces and limiting 
their operation by modes, then using



A Symposium on Evolution. 287iMUl
tborn according to their modes up to a 
certain point, and at that adding new 
forces with their proper modes, and so 
on until the completion of the system 
of the universe: and then and there­
after working only in and through 
•second causes,” according to their 

laws. This view is not acceptable to 
some scientific men, who are jealous 
for the “simplicity and continuity " 
of nature; but it is for them to account 
for nature without it, and this, so far, 
they have failed to do. It seems to be 
the most consistent with our present 
knowledge. The method of the origin 
of the universe may be conceived as 
the evolution of whatever is involved 
:p to a point at which all is unfolded, 

and then the introduction from the 
creative energy of whatever may have 
been necessary to another movement ; 
and so on to the end. This theory does 
not compel us to get life out of matter 
and force, instinct out of life, and mind 
out of instinct, and free-will out of ne­
cessity.

2. One may accept the theory of the 
fvolution of species and find it to be 
in agreement with the teaching of 
Scripture in the introduction to the 
book of Genesis 1: 1; ii: 3. Of the 
origin of the universe the theory affirms 
not the cause, but the method. The 
fragment of Scripture affirms not the 
method but the cause. They may pass 
into each other without collision: they 
do not need to be “ reconciled.” Glance 
at the record: “In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth.
* * * And God said, let tho earth 
•bring forth grass, the herb yielding 
seed * * * and the tree yielding 
fruit. * * * And God said, let the 
waters bring forth abundantly the mov­
ing creature that hath life, and fowl.
* * * And God created great whales, 
and every living creature that movetli,
* * • and every winged fowl. * * * 
And God said, let the earth bring forth 
tbe living creature after bis kind, cattle 
and creeping thing, and beast of tbe 
ffirth. * * * And God said, let us 
make man. • • • So God created 
man.*' There is here a continual refer­

ence to causation; there is not a word 
in reference to the mode of creation, 
unless we seize upon a few forms of ex­
pression, such as this, “ Let the earth 
bring forth and these favor the idea 
of evolution.

3. In the first document, ii: 4; iv: 
26, there is an account of the origin of 
woman, which, if taken literally, can­
not, so far as we now see, bo set into 
agreement with the theory. In this it 
is implied that Adam was the first man. 
And there was not a woman. Accord­
ing to the theory, the human species 
came by numerous gradations from a 
lower species, and when it finally at­
tained its rank, it must have been in 
many individuals, and these of both 
sexes. If, as has been suggested, the 
theory be modified, and it be supposed 
that from the species of mankind, as 
yet only tho highest among animals 
and endowed with superior instincts, 
two individuals were taken, and by a 
fresh creative act supplied with the élé­
ments of a rational and moral nature, 
and in this manner the “ Adamic race " 
was constituted, this docs not remove 
the difficulty. For the Scripture ac­
count implies that the man was alone, 
and says, “There was not found an help 
suited to him.” It proceeds to refer 
in a veiled manner to the creation of 
woman. It may be said that this need 
not be taken literally. Yet, taken in 
any way, it certainly implies a special 
act of creation for woman. It may bo 
said that tbe whole passage is poetical, 
and not to be regarded as giving infor­
mation, but designed for moral effect. 
But this only shifts the difficulty, for 
it is taken as literal to some extent else­
where. In an epistle in the New Testa­
ment, there is an allusion to it, and it 
is made tbe basis of an exhortation. On 
the fact that the man was first formed, 
and afterward tbe woman, is laid down 
tbe precept, that woman is not to as­
sume “authority over man.” There 
must be discovered a principle of inter­
pretation different from that which has 
been hitherto adopted, before the diffi­
culty here presented can be removed.

4. The strict adherent to the theory
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of Darwin cannot reconcile it with the 
Scripture teaching concerning the 
primitive state of the first man. It is 
true, the Scripture docs not describe it 
as the theologians have done. Hut leav­
ing their extravagant views, aside, and 
keeping to the moderate and sober af­
firmations of the sacred writers, we can­
not bring these into accord with the 
implications of the theory. They plainly 
teach that man was created with a moral 
nature in its integrity; and their con­
ception of morality is not coincident 
with the idea of an egoistic eudivmon- 
ism balanced by an altruistic utilitar­
ianism. It may as well be said at once 
and for all, to end the matter, that the 
theory of evolution cannot furnish a 
principle of ethics which either Scrip­
ture or the moral judgment of man will 
approve. According to the New Testa­
ment, God is revealed in Jesus Christ, 
His life and teachings. And the record 
runs: “God made man in his own im­
age,” and “upright." The ethics of the 
life and teaching of Jesus Christ are 
not the ethics of evolution.

Those who modify the theory, and 
conceive the progenitor of the Adamic 
race as specially endowed with a true 
moral nature in its integrity, precisely 
as others have conceived the first man 
created by “ fiat ” to have been endowed, 
may evade the pressure of the difficulty.

5. It need hardly be said that the 
strict adherent of the theory of Darwin 
cannot reconcile it with the Scripture 
teaching concerning the fall of man. 
According to it, mankind came gradu­
ally into the possession of such moral 
attributes as they have, and attained by 
degrees their equipment for complete 
moral action. If, therefore, man over 
fell, lie “fell upward.” And if, as the 
theory implies, evolution is ever from 
the lower to the higher, it is not easy 
to see how it can provide for universal 
degeneracy. It cannot be by reversion 
to the type. For the type is not attained 
until the individuals rise to the distinc­
tion of a species, and then reversion is 
only that of a variety to the average 
form.

It may be said that the account of the

P'*.--

fall is allegorical. But this only shill 
the difficulty. For in the New Test.i 
ment some very dogmatic affirmation - 
are based on the narrative of the fa 11 
There is a basis of actual history umh 
the form of the narrative, even if 
be largely symbolical, according to tli 
view of the New Testament writers.

Those who modify the theory an < 
suppose the first man of the Adam 
race to have been taken up at the <*n 1 
of the process of evolution and endow 1 
and started on his moral career pi 
eisely as he would have been accord in 
to the common view of creation, m,u 
consistently accept all that the Scnj 
tore teaches concerning the fall and 
consequences.

ON THE STUDY OF LATIN HYMK0LM7
No. II.

By Rev. Samuel W. Duffield

The earliest Latin hymn, of which w- 
have knowledge, is the anonymous "i 
Drum Laudanum. It was supposed to 
be original with Ambrose or Augustin-. 
and has been sometimes assigned t, 
Hilary of Poitiers. The fact appears t 
be that it comes from an old Greek 
chant, and that, like the Magnificat, th- 
llenedinte, and other Latin expression' 
of praise and worship, it is far old r 
than its present shape.

Hilary (d. 368) was the earliest authen­
tic writer of whom we are aware. When 
exiled to Phrygia in 356, he compo ! 
and sent to his daughter Abra tw 1 

hymns, one for morning and one f r 
evening. That for the evening is lust, 
but that for the morning can be foun 1 
translated in Mrs. Charles’ book, m t 
in MacGill. The original is in Dam •!. 
Konigsfeld and March. These morning 
and evening hymns are very lovely, v 
we find them in the oldest of the Latin 
hymn-writers. Hilary, Ambrose, Pri- 
dentius, and the men of that age, de­
voted themselves almost exclusively to 
worship and praise.

The hymns of Ambrose (340 307) are 
distinguished for a rugged simplicity, 
and for a fitness to our modern services.
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which makes it all the more remarkable 
that so many of them are still untrans­
lated, and hence unused. Let me ad­
vise that the text which is chosen for 
such a purpose should be that of the 
olden times, rather than that of the 
Breviary, which was tinkered and 
changed in the interest of a so-called 
“ classic " revival. < >f these hymns, one 
of the grandest is the Deus Creator om­
nium, translated by MacGill and Morgan, 
and by few others, to my knowledge. 
And yet, this is the hymn which com­
forted Augustine at the death of his 
mother, lie was inconsolable, until 
these words arose in his mind. Ambrose 
wrote many hymns, but we feel couti- 
dent only of this, and of two others (the 
Æerne rerum and the .him surgit), 
which are attested by Augustine; and 
of the lent Itedemptor, attested by St. 
(’iciestin. A mass of fully one hundred 
more is called “ Ambrosian,” some of 
them with tolerably good reason, and 
others with very little ground tor their 
authenticity. To none of these does 
any story or legend attach itself. Yet to 
the Ambrosian hymns generally there 
belongs this very pretty incident: that 
when the Queen Justifia besieged the 
bishop and his people in the church at 
Milan, he declined to surrender the 
edifice to the Arians, and cheered his 
congregation by preparing these songs 
of praise. Probably many of them have 
come down from the earliest times of 
the church, and in this “ Ambrosian ” 
hymnody we have an almost un worked 
mine of lyrics for religious worship.

Pi'wJentius (.‘148 405), a man who did 
not begin to write before his fifty- 
seventh year, gave us his great funereal 
hymn “ ./«to mœsta quiesce querela.” its 
translation is in Christ in Song, and in 
MacGill's, and Mrs. Charles’ works. It 
has been always a favorite in Germany, 
where it was introduced about the time 
of the Reformation. The text is in 
Daniejl, March, Trench and Konigsfeld. 
This also is a hymn which should be 
better translated. The poetry of Prn- 
ilentins is associated with no incident 
or circumstance in his life, which was 
obscure and devoid of interest. In his

(\iltttr Dei memento, he advises that Chris­
tians should make the sign of the cru-..- 
on their foreheads, lie wrote a fine set 
of verses upon the children slain by 
Herod {Stdrete flores martipvm), and hi- 
morning hymns (Ales Dei nuutius, .V- . 
et leneUrtr, and Lux erre surgit a urea) ar 
among the best. These hymns, by th 
wav, are all of them extracts and frag­
ments from long collections of stanza-

Far tuna t ns (5111l (loth fitly closes th 
list of these earlier writers. He was * 
refugee from Italy; a friend ol Gregory 
of Tours; a troubadour and verse-make- 
about the courts of the kings in Uau! 
the friend of Radegunda, the saintly 
wife of Clotaire; finally the chaplain «•* 
her convent, and associated with bet 
and her abbess Agnes. He ended hi- 
pleasant career as bishop of Poitier- 
His great hymn,the Vexilln régis (Neale - 
“The royal standards forward go”) h -.- 
made his name immortal. It was com­
posed in honor of the reception of 
piece of the true cross from the En. 
peror Justin us. Fort mint us was really 
a poet, not especially spiritually mind­
ed, and one who loved good eating an 1 
drinking, but yet a man whose Pang' 
lingua, pralimu rertmninis, and Crux hen■ - 
dicta nitet, will live with the best. He i- 
notable as the first to hymn the worship 
of the Virgin Mary. His tjuem ten 
pant us a-tliera, and his (presumed) A 
Maris stella, are the earliest hymns in a 
iiue which afterward furnished so many.

HOW CLERGYMEN MAY SECURE 
HEALTH.

No. II.

liv Dio Lkwis, M I).
In questions of health, elergymer.. 

like women, seem to think themselves 
exceptional beings. Neither can quit 
realize that they are like other peopl- 
Ask a thoughtful woman what would b 
the consequence often inches' reduction 
in the size of the vital organs in a man'- 
bodv ; and what the effect of dressing u 
man’s body so that motion in the region 
of the great life-organs is reduced more 
than half ; and what the result of > 
dressing a man's body that free exerci-
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iK imposable, either in the upper or low­
er extremities. Her opinion would he 
expressed in the strongest of her charac­
teristic superlatives. At least she would 
say that such a man must be imperfect­
ly developed, and suffer from cold ex­
tremities, sh »rt breath, and weak mus­
ics. She would have no difficulty in 

applying t his reasoning to herself, only 
that she thinks woman is an exceptional 
being.

Ask a clergyman what he thinks 
would come to his neighbor, John 
Jones, the blacksmith, if he were to 
eat freely, participate as a guest in 
many rich dinners, spend much time 
n unventilated meeting-rooms, wear 

black clothes, and, for exercise, walk 
abolit a little, in a quiet, dignified way, 
and the clergyman would say that John 
.’ones would lose his robust vitality. 
And he would have no difficulty in ap­
plying it to himself, only that he thinks 
a clergyman is an exceptional man. In 
truth, John Jones could bear this sort 
of life better than lie; for John is sub­
jected to no special anxiety, while the 
clergyman is under an incessant strain 
to maintain his standing and hold his 
ongregation. The pulpit pressure in 

;he present competition, some clergy­
men have described to me as something 
fearful. Catholic priests, whose life, 
physiologically considered, is worse 
! ban that of Protestant clergymen, are 
not subjected to this sharp competition 
for place and preferment, and enjoy 
more robust health than their Protest­
ant brethren. The very life which tlm 
-lergyman would bo quick to tell you 
would spoil John Jones, is much more 
likely to spoil himself.

With this view of the case, what be­
comes of the statement in my first 
paper, that clergymen enjoy ideal op­
portunities for good physical health ? 
A clergymans high outlook gives him 
a nobler conception of the importance 
of physical vitality than other men arc 
likely to get; and he is so free as to the 
disposition of his time, that he can or­
ganize his life as to exercise, etc., as he 
pleases. If he thinks that two hours in 
the morning should be given to vigor-

| F Kit.

oils muscle-work, or three hours in tin 
afternoon to brisk walking, with mo 
mentary interruptions for cheery word- 
to members of liis congregation, he i- 
the only man in the community, with 
definite occupation, who is free to thus 
re-east his daily life. The merchant 
must be in his store, away from tin 
sun and air; and the lawyer in his of 
lice, or in the suffocating atmosphev. 
of the court room. Everybody except 
the clergyman is bound to some daiI \ 
routine; but he can regulate his life as 
seems to him best. Doctors, with all 
their anxiety and broken rest, find in 
the habit of cheerful, brave words. \ 

large source of vitality. The reflex in 
fluence of this temper has long been 
recognized by physiologists. The clergy­
man who starts out in the afternoon to 
make a dozen calls upon poor people 
in the outskirts, to whom his coming, 
with his earnest, loving “ God bless 
you,” is like an angel's visit, has even a 
wider opportunity for the exercise of 
the habit which does no much for doc­
tors.

The clergyman’s greatest temptation 
is the table. Among his people he re­
ceives the warmest welcome. The best, 
which means the richest food, is pre­
pared for him in great variety. He is 
helped first, and generously. Nothing 
but a stout “No" can quiet the importu­
nities of the admiring, loving hostess. 
In a somewhat broad country and city 
practice of my profession, and with 
open eyes as to people’s habits, I have 
learned that clergymen are famous est­
ers; a habit which grows upon every 
one with much experience as a petted 
table guest. A Universalist clergyman 
of Boston, a famous eater, while attend­
ing a convention of that church in a 
western city, dined with Father Bal­
lou, at a hospitable mansion. He was 
helped to turkey, and then to cliicken- 
pie. The pie, he pronounced snperh; 
and he would take a very little mort. 
Sister Underwood again loaded his 
plate. Soon, he would take just the 
least bit more of that pie. Then he fin 
ished a dish of pudding, a piece of 
mince pie, with cheese, and two cops
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*.if coffee. At this point in the least Sis­
ter Underwood asked if he wouldn’t 
take another piece of the mince pic? 
The cater looked at the good sister with 
an injured air, and sighed out: “Sister 
Underwood, I can’t cat everything.”

leather Ballou remarked, laughingly, 
“1 thought you could.”

The right table for a clergy ma •; with 
only a little walking for exercise, is 
exceedingly plain. If, instead of the 
three meals a day, already suggested, 
he take but two, he would often find 
bin digestion and brain-work greatly 
improved. The hours are not especial­
ly important. Meat should appear but 
once, and that at the second meal. The 
breakfast may be boiled rice or oatmeal, 
cooked very dry, and eaten with a little 
butter. You may add Graham-bread 
and butter, or baked potatoes, and a 
cup of weak coffee. The dinner may 
be lean meat, boiled, broiled, or roast­
ed with coarse bread, and either potato 
or some other vegetable. No dessert. 
Nothing should be eaten between meals.

The food should always be as dry as 
possible, and swallowed by the aid of 
the saliva. It should not be moistened 
with any other liquid while it is in the 
mouth. This is very important. If 
you are troubled with indigestion, it 
may be necessary, until these symptoms 
disappear, to introduce no liquid, either 
while eating, or for im hour or two after­
ward. Persons suffering from w eak di­
gestion will be surprised at the happy 
influence of dry food. It secures a 
moderation in quantity, for the eating 
must be slow ; but still better, every 
particle of the food is brought into con­
tact with the ptyaline of the saliva, and 
the starchy portions are thus prepared 
for digestion. This is very important. 
1 have known many instances of ob­
stinate indigestion cured by this sim­
ple change in table habits.

If yon have eaten twice as much food 
hr yon need (a very common habit), and 
yon reduce the quantity even ten per 
eont., you will suffer from hunger. But 
if you will be patient, and continue the 
reduction until you take but half the 
former quantity, all craving and gone­

ness will disappear. Only excessive 
eaters are annoyed with stomach troub­
les. Very temperate caters hardly know 
the feeling of hunger.

When you have learned, not how 
much you can consume, hut how much 
is necessary to run the machine, you 
have mastered one of the most impor­
tant lessons of life and one which few 
persons ever comprehend

LAY CRITICISM ON THE MINISTRY AND 
THE METHODS OF CHURCH WORK.

N<>. I *

Views of General Stewart L. Wood­
ford.

The Protestant churches in our great 
cities do not seem to me to reach the 
mass of our city population. The body 
of the working people scorn either to be 
steadily drawing away from the Pro­
testant churches, or the Protestant 
churches from them. While I cannot 
speak accurately as to the cause, the re­
sult is undeniable. The Christianity 
of to day is far more cultured, more 
educated, more wealthy, and more fash­
ionable, than the Christianity of the 
time of Christ; but it certainly does not 
reach the people as it did then. I mean, 
of course, in our great cities. As has 
been often suggested, our churches are 
getting, each year, to be more and more 
ethical clubs. Sermons arc essays, And 
our religion has all the surroundings of

*This article, by two well-known laymen of 
great practical sagacity, will be followed in sue- 
reeding numbers by the views of other gentle 
men, equally distinguished, on the same subject, 
among whom are the following: Francia B. 
Thurher, John Swinton, A.h. Hatch, John Wan- 
atnaker, and Dr. Draper.

These views are obtained by iiersonal inter­
views with the respective gentlemen, and the 
matter given is either written down by them, or 
the manuscript is revised by them. Repr sensi­
tive business and professional men, of such 
standing and character in the public estimation, 
have a right to lie heard, and to have their 
friendly criticisms and suggestions duly consul 
ered. We cannot doubt that the ministry w ill 
be both interested in and profited by what such 
sagacious and intelligent laymen think and ex­
press as to their preaching and leading modes 
of church work.—Ed Hom. Monthly.
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comfort anil art. But no man can walk 
of a Sunday through those parts of Now 
York where the working people live, 
without realizing that either they have 
no sympathy with thei Protestant 
churches,or that the Protestant churches 
have no practical sympathy with them.

As to whether the erection of tine 
churches has hail the effect to separate 
the rich from the poor, 1 would remark 
that architecture, music, and the splen­
did pomp of the Homan church, never 
separated that church from the masses. 
The elaborate mosque of the Moham­
medan has never separated that religion 
from its common people. The same is 
true of all heathen forms of worship. 1 
do not, therefore, believe that cathe­
drals, or great church buildings, have 
any logical part in this separation be­
tween the rich and the poor. In fact, 
the temple built to the Deity ought to 
be a natural and common meeting- 
ground for all classes.

1 do think that the large salaries paid 
to some Protestant clergymen have 
much to do with it. Of course, some of 
the best paid of the clergy are among 
the most efficient workers with the poor; 
but large salaries are paid for intellec­
tual ability, or oratorical excellence. 
They are not paid because the recipient 
is a simple preacher and hard worker 
among the poor. That kind of work 
which is most effective among the masses 
is done by the Bible reader, the colpor­
teur, and the city missionary, and these 
men certainly do not get extravagant 
salaries. The llomish church supports 
its clergy in Chapter houses, and at an 
average expense of less than $1,000 tier 
priest. So that, on the salary of one 
successful Protestant city clergyman, 
from four to ten llomish priests are sup­
ported and kept at work. Looking at 
the matter from a business stand-point, 
it would seem to me that the llomish 
system enables them to get at from four 
to ten times as many people as the Pro­
testant plan. Whatever may be said 
about the celibacy of the priesthood, it 
is very certain that a body of clergymen 
who are supported at small expense, 
who are mainly free from family ties, as

were Christ and llis first apostles, -a 
do a practical work among tlr»- poor m 
lowly such as cannot be done with 
expensive Protestant system. Pn-i.,, 
taut ism reaches the middling 
and the well-to-do very effectively 1 
is not doing its original work -uimr 
the poor in our cities.

I frankly confess myself utterly i 
able to suggest a remedy. 1 do not I • 
lieve in fine churches for the rich, u, 
mission chapels for the poor. 1 do th 
that in worship the millionnmr- . 
the beggar should kneel side by i 
That the beggar should feel that 1 
best church is freely opened to him, ,m 
the millionnaire that the mission < ■
is good enough for him. Wherever C 
is, there man ought to be reveren 
grateful to worship.

It does seem to me that we preach to 
much, and worship too little. Prea. i. 
mg was a necessity where an old 
ligion had to be combated and ov<•. 
thrown. It was necessary to chan, 
the Jew into a Christian. It would I» 
necessary to change a Mohammedan . n ■ 
to a Christian ; but the citizen of aChri > 
tian community is reached by exhort i- 
tion and, above all, by seeing practi.ii 
exf ions of religion 1 must
say 1 think we preach too much and 
worship too little under our Protestant 
system.

While admitting that I have no schec. 
to offer, I feel that I ought to be v.-iy 
hesitant in criticizing. And yet, pos­

sibly, one radical defect in our Prot. • 
taut dealing with the very poor i*. that 
we approach them with efforts of char­
ity, instead of getting down union.; 
them, being of them, and, in the spirit 
of a common humanity, working with 
them, and helping them, as well as ut.» - 
selves, to rise.

If all our charities could be based up­
on the idea that little should be given 
and much earned, I fancy it would be 
better. I do not know that I make wv 
self clear. What I mean is this: Whvu 
you give a man something for which he 
makes no return, you hurt his own sen.' 
of manhood and pride. If you couM 
help him earn something, when he .->

5268
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ri want, yon would educate his iiiim- 
h'*r>d. u( tin1 same time that, yon cared
I t his necessity : and so I hail every 

‘V»rt at self-sustaining charities. What
ilf poor want is, not to he educated in­
to poverty, hut educated out of poverty. 
Nik! so. every time that you spend a 
lollar upon any man, woman or child, 
w ho is aide to work, without giving the 
recipient a chance to work and pay you 
the dollar hack, 1 fancy that your char­
ily hurts more than it helps.

".Inder the complex conditions of mod-
- ru society, wo have got to feed men, 
iothe men, nurse them when they are

-u-.k, and bury them when they are dead,
( r else we shall not he doing the very
II ing. that Christ did, and by doing 
which He first, made our Christianity a
- 'Icocks among the common people. At 
the same time, we ought to try to do 
these things in such a way as that we 
•hull help these people to he self-sup- 
(icrting. Religion is for the needs of 

?jdividual men. Its forms, its methods,
nst change with changing conditions 

f society, so as continually to do the 
n«- thing of bringing (iod nearer to the 

.-e.opie, and lifting the people nearer to 
'Wl.

We can learn much from our Roman 
utholic brethren in their methods. We 
mild learn more if we went hack to the 
’"ginning and, with the teachers, who 
wore taken from the shop, the seaside, 
aid the custom house, were to get right 

? among the people themselves.
On the subject of young men taking 

part in church work, I would say, in 
nswer to your questions, that we arc a 
very busy people. We are getting to 
tie u very luxurious people, and our 
•f:tive and brainy young men work very 

I liard, part of the time, that they may 
■njoy themselves the balance. The 

I peculiar forms of culture to which our 
I 'lurches incline are not the forms to 
I which young men naturally incline; and 
I he kind of work that Christianity de- 
I luands among the laboring poor is, pos- 
I 'My, repulsive to young men of culture 
I nod æsthetic taste. In all communities, 
I *ith the growth of wealth, the rich and 
I the poor become more and more separa­

ted. This, in our material time, is 
intensified. If wise leaders in the 
eh tt relies can devise practical methods of 
dealing with the problems of labor and 
poverty in our cities, they will find that 
our young men and young women will 
respond. The mission churches and 
schools are to-day sustained by the 
young people. Among these are the 
sons and daughters of many of our 
wealthy families. Every opportunity 
of labor will, I am sure, be met by will­
ing, capable and young laborers. The 
natural unselfishness of youth, its in­
stinctive belief in high ideals, will call 
into fields of practical work n full sup­
ply of workers.

1 have suggested why our young peo­
ple are naturally drawn in other direc­
tions, but I have entire faith that, if you 
can give them opportunities where their 
work will offer fair promise of good re­
turn, you will find the young folk ready 
and eager to join with you. The spirit 
of Christianity is love for our neighbors. 
What we need is to find the practical 
way of giving this love practical expres­
sion in answering the needs of to-day.
1 am hopeful that the very need will 
bring its answer.

Vikwh ok Robert I Winner.
I think that the religious organiza­

tions of to-day are, in the main, based 
on the right principle; they are work­
ing in the proper direction, but there 
is more work to do. The elevated rail­
roads are sending our population in 
New York far up town, and, of course, 
the churches have to move along with 
them. Only a very few years ago Dr. 
Spring’s church was at one end of Beck­
man street, and Dr. Tyng’s at the 
other. Dr. Tyng’s moved to 16th 
street, and Dr. Spring's to 37th street 
and Fifth Avenue. Yesterday a cler­
gyman consulted me on the advisabil­
ity of moving his church from 11th 
street to either 124th or 126th street! 
How’ is it to-day ? Some of the mem­
bers of the largest church we have in the 
city (Dr. John Hall’s) objected, thirty 
years ago, to 19th street as a location, 
because it was so far up town. Now it
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is on the corner of 55th street and Fifth 
Avenue, and there are far more churches 
and church-going people above 19th 
street than there are below it. The 
churches will regulate themselves as to 
location, just as everything else adapts 
itself to circumstances. You cannot get 
people who reside above 42d street to 
attend churches away down town, any 
more than you could expect them to go 
to Brooklyn.

Then people ask, “Are the poor 
people down town to be left destitute ?” 
I say no. We have comparatively few 
churches that are kept up down town, 
but there are mission churches, and I 
do not see what else you can do. You 
cannot ask that a church like Dr. Hall's 
hhall be erected below Canal street. You 
must build churches where the people 
are. You would not put up a church 
in the woods, but would select a village 
for a site. In the mountains of Massa­
chusetts and Vermont 1 have seen splen­
did locations tor a printing office; but 
how would a man distribute his papers 
there ? And what is true of the print­
ing office is true also about churches: 
you must put them up where the peo­
ple are.

In answer to your question as to the 
preaching of the present day, it may be 
observed that “ what is one man’s meat 
is another man’s poison.” That is an­
other matter which,as everybody knows, 
regulates itself. We have good old ortho­
dox sermons from Dr. Hall and Dr. 
William M. Taylor. On the other hand, 
I may say that I have heard Dr. Paxton, 
of the 42d street Presbyterian church, 
advocate, from his pulpit, going to the 
theatre! He is a man of ability, of a 
great deal of force of character, attracts 
large audiences, and may be said to be 
a man who is ahead of the times. He 
would not suit Dr. Hall’s people, and 
Dr. Hall’s preaching would not suit all 
classes. It is just the same in Brooklyn : 
Mr. Beecher will please one class of the 
community, and Dr. Storrs will be most 
admired by another. But although 
there is this variety in sermonizing, I 
would say unquestionably that it does 
not hinder the progress of the Church.

As to week-day meetings, I do ooi. 
think we could have any more of them 
than we have at present; and I believ< 
that the meetings are, as a rule, con 
ducted with as much spirit now as ever 
they were. When I was a lad, from tin 
age of 15 to21,1 lived at Hartford, Con­
necticut, the very centre of New Eng- 
land Puritanism. I think the meetings 
in New Y’ork are as well attended a> 
they were in Hartford in those days. I 
think they are as well attended as they 
were thirty or forty years ago, and I 
have been a resident of New York foi 
nearly forty years. And, in reply to 
your inquiry, I would say that younp 
men are urged to take part in them now 
as much as in former times.

History is repeating itself all the time. 
Some say that young men do not now 
take any interest in the Church, But. 
when 1 was a young lad in Hartford 
many of the young men then preferred 
strolling in the woods, or rambling 
around the country, to going to church. 
Now-a-days they go to Central Park; but. 
such conduct is, I think, no more prev­
alent now- in New York, considering tin 
population, than it was in Hartford a 
generation ago. And, so far as I have 
observed, we have always had a very 
large number of our young men who 
went to church, and who took an inter­
est in religious matters.

As to your question with regard in 
elevating the tone of public morals, of 
course all clergymen should aim to do 
that—and, in fact, they do aim to do 
that—by preaching generally upon the 
subject of honesty in all things. I do 
not think they should ever “preach 
politics ” in a partisan way, for laymen 
are quite ils well able to judge what is 
for the best interests of the country as 
they are. All they should do is to ad­
vocate, in a general way, a higher stand­
ard of morals in public affairs.

There is a great deal of talk in some 
quarter^ about the rich and poor meeting 
together. When a man talks that way it 
is proper to ask him: “Do you believe in 
social equality ? ” Personally, I say 
that there ought to be social equality in 
the Church, but there is not. Take any
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prominent church—Dr. Hall's, for in­
stance. You pay $350,000 for a site, and 
you erect a building suitable to that 
location. Can you support that enter­
prise without assessing the pews ? I 
think not. Can you expect a mechanic, 
earning $15 a week, to pay for a $5,000 
pew ? We have low-priced pews in our 
church (Dr. Hall’s), for people of mod­
erate means; but I think myself that 
there ought to be more equality among 
the rich and the poor than there is. 
Yet, at the same time, I confess I can­
not see how you are going to get it. 
For instance, the late Robert L. Stuart 
gave away nearly $100,000 a year to 
Presbyterian institutions, but when he 
gave a reception at his house, attended 
by ministers, physicians, lawyers, gen­
erals and prominent men, would you 
say that, as a Christian, he ought to have

his Presbyterian coachman there t<*o ' 
The answer to that is: Would the 
coachman enjoy himself? Of course 
he would not. Those things have to 
regulate themselves. The rich and th- 
poor in our churches meet together, 
not, however, to the extent that I would 
like to see them. I am myself a natural 
born democrat, not in the partisan 
sense, and I think that we ought t« 
meet each other on the earth, just as 
we expect to meet each other in heaven 
hereafter, ltut I cannot see any bet­
ter way to regulate the matter than we 
have at the present time.

The only practical suggestion I can 
make is, that the Church shall multiply 
the means that it has at command. We 
are on the right track; only let ns do 
more work in the direction in which we 
are doing it.

WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY SERVICE.
A*b man eivr attain'd true greatness 

“ Mot wealth, not ancestry, but honorable conduct

A Greatness Greater than Mightiness.
lie that is slow to anger is better than the 

uwjhly ; and he that riileth his spirit than 
Ue that iaketh a city.—Prov. xvi: 32.
In all history there is not, aside from 

Jesus, a more striking illustration of 
the truth of the text than that furnished 
by the life of Gkorok Washington.

1. He “ ruled his spirit;” ruled it 
under circumstances of extraordinary 
provocation ; ruled it in times of ex­
treme darkness, under censures severe, 
and in the face of temptations such as 
assail few men. Rut he came forth 
from the fiery furnace without even 
"the smell of fire on his garments !"

I The student of history knows about 
I the “Newburgh ” intrigue to make him 

a king when the order came from Con- 
| grew to disband the army unpaid;
1 about the terrible winter which he 

'pent with his army at Valley Forge, 
bearing in silence a nation’s reproach 

I and complaint for seeming failure; his 
, incorruptibility in war and in peace;
I his virtues in private life, and bis dis­
tinguished career as the first President 
Mike United States, only too happy to 
IMire to the peaceful shades of Mt.

without divine inspiration."—C ice no, 
and a noble disposition make men great."-—Ov:r>. 

Vernon at its close. Ha»\ not God en. 
dowed Washington with this virtue in 
large measure, how different had been 
our career as a nation !

2. It was the habitual exercise of this 
high moral quality that constitute» 
Washington’s real greatness, and which 
enabled him to achieve what he did for 
his country and the world. He has had 
his equals as a military leader, as a 
statesman, as an executive; but there 
has been but one Washington ! This is 
the verdict of history ! He “ ruled his 
spirit he conquered himself ■ He 
was not elated by prosperity, nor de­
pressed by defeat. He “ possessed his 
soul in patience.”

3. It was more than a natural gift; the 
grace of God had much to do with it. 
That Washington was truly religious, is 
beyond a doubt. Rev. Albert Rarned 
relates the following touching incident 
which illustrates it :

" In the darkest season of the American devo­
lution, the commander-in-chief of our aroiisi 
was observed to retire each day to a grove in this 
vicinity of the camp. It was at the Valley 
Forge. A series of disasters had dishearten -f 
the army, and the sky was overcast with a dark 
cloud, and distress and anxiety pervaded the
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: ction. The army was in waul of the vomtorts, 
> :k1 almost of the iniiis]M-iisahlo lieveaearieK of 
. fc. and diftaffoction was spri-adiug in thv ramp, 
■'urioaity prompted an individual to follow flu* 

- ommainlrr-in-rliirf, ami to observe him. Tin* 
'atitcr of his country was seen oil his knees suppli- 
ahng tin iPul of hosts in secret prayer. With an 

i.nxious, lmrdvnvd mind, a mind conscious of its 
cod of heavenly support and devotion, he went 

; ud rolled these mighty burdens upon the arm 
of Jehovah. Who can tell how lunch the liberty 
'f this nation is owing to the answer to the 
mx* ret prayer of Washington at the Valley Forgo?"

tondasion.—The lesson is specially 
i ortitient to our times and nation. 
What a hallowed influence would flow 
down upon .'>0,000,000 of people from the 
high places of authority and position, 
l our public men would but follow the 

illustrions example of “the father of 
his country "! Alas, how few of this 
-lass rule their spirits ! The lust of the 
flesh, the lust of office, the lust of party, 
corrupts, sways, sacrifices, makes ship­
wreck of virtue, integrity, character and 
the public weal.

A Nation’s True Dependence-
And Elisha saw it, and hr cried, My 

father, my father, the chariot of Israel and 
the horsemen thereof.—2 Kings ii: 12.

Elislm gives vivid expression here to 
his sense of his own and liis nation’s 
loss at Elijah’s departure. His view of 
the situation was unselfish and patri­
otic; and yet it was the man who spoke 
rather than the Christian. Elijah had 
wrought wonders in Israel, and yet he 
was a man of like passions with others, 
as some acts of his life painfully show. 
Besides, he was simply God's instru­

ment, as Washington was. Israel's tru. 
reliance was Jehovah himself, and 
there was no occasion for the prophet's 
despair.

Nations are prone to make a similar 
mistake. 1. In the way of false reliant*, 
for deliverance and abiding prosperity.
2. In looking to the outward instrument 
rather than the unseen guiding Power.
3. In magnifying natural laws rather 
than looking to supernatural forces. 1. 
In deploring their dangers and losses 
instead of falling upon their knees b<*. 
fore God in prayer.

Suggestive Thoughts.
. . . The poet has sung:

“ As Christ died to make men holy
Let us die to make men free.”
. . . “ As on the Sea of Galilee,
The Christ is whispering peace.”

—Whittier.

. . . A broad-minded, Christian-heart­
ed statesman may, through his love for 
peace, enter upon war, knowing that 
there are times when the sword points 
the way to the only true peace.

. . . War is a terrible calamity, and 
nothing but the sternest necessity can 
ever justify it; but the triumph of error 
and anarchy and oppression, is a great­
er calamity still.

... As in the natural world, violent 
thunder storms are sometimes neces­
sary to relieve stagnation and clear the 
atmosphere; so nothing less than the 
strife of mortal combat,” the throes of 
a nation, as if in the agony of dissolu­
tion, will suffice, in certain conditions, 
to clear the mental vision, quicken and 
purify the moral sense, and lead a na­
tion forth from corruption and bondage 
to a new and higher career of integrity 
and prosperity.

LIVING ISSUES FOB PULPIT TREATMENT.
Thou const not say I did it : never shake
Thy gory locks at me.— Shakkki*eaiie in Macbeth.

Prohibitory Legislation.
If thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for 

he [the ruler] beareth not the sword in 
vain ; for he is a minister of God, an 
avenger for wrath to him that doeth evil. 
—Rom. xiii: 4.
1. Intemperance is a sin against God 

and a crime against society as well 
as manhood—the most gigantic evil, 
viewed from an economic, moral or 
social point of view, which curses the

world. The plain teachings of Scrip­
ture, the records of our courts, and the 
voluminous statistics bearing on the 
subject, establish this point beyond 
dispute.

2. Society has an inherent right to 
protect itself against an evil so injuri­
ous in its nature to the best interests of 
mankind, and so wide-sweeping in its 
dire effects. It claims and exercises 
this right in regard to other admitted
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evils—for instance, the suppression of 
lotteries, the sending of obscene litera­
ture through the mails, the existence 
of nuisances and things affecting the 
public health. Is not the; right in this 
case just as clear? Besides, our whole 
excise legislation is based on this as­
sumption. The right to legislate at all 
• 'ii the subject, to restrict and regulate 
the traffic in intoxicants, to license cer­
tain' persons to sell and protect them 
in so doing, while prohibiting all others 
from selling under penalty of the law, 
implies the right to suppress entirely the 
traffic; to protect society to the fullest 
xtent to which legislation and statute 

law can protect it, as in the other cases 
speciffed. No one can reasonably dis­
pute this position. And these two 
fundamental propositions cover the 
whole ground on which the prohibitory 
legislation movement rests. The cry 
we hear on every hand from those en­
gaged in the rum traffic, that we are 
taking away their “liberties,” is ab­
surd and futile. Just as much so as 
the cry raised by the friends of the 
lottery and the publishers of obscene 
prints and literature; just as ground- 

as would be the cry of men arrested 
;.nd punished for attempts to poison our 
wells and fountains, or to adulterate the 
food of the people.

It is clear as the sunlight to those who 
artfully note the signs of the times— 

the breadth and strength of the elements 
which enter into the present move­
ment—that a general prohibitory liquor 
aw is soon to be the leading question in 
the politics of the country. Senator 
Clair does not state the ease too strongly 
when lie says (in the Xorth American 
Review, Jan. 1884, p. 50):

"Alcohol is already in politics; I refer not to 
the sporadic efforts of detached sections of the

uutrv, such as havo been familiar to the 
I • untry for the last fifty years, but to a broad 

-ud general movement among the masses of 
the American people, which, in my belief, will 

I utreasetmtil the traffic in intoxicating liquors 
I 6prohibited by both State and National law. 
I Whatever the final issue of the struggle, the 
I ^mediate future will surely witness the Uot- 
I tot political battle that has ever been fought. 
I '-'hen we consider that the continued existosc 
I tfivaet industry involving at least one bil-
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lion dollars, or one-fiftieth part of the capital 
of the country depends upon the result.it is at 
once manifest that nothing in our peaceable 
history has paralleled the conflict which is now 
upon us.”

Some Practictl Features'of the Temper­
ance Question-

Wither he partaker of other mens sins.—
1 Tim. v: 22.

It is quite evident to close observers 
that the community at large is not yet 
ripe for a prohibitory law. Home locali­
ties may be ; but public sentiment in 
very few of the states is sufficiently 
strong to enforce such a law, if enacted. 
What linn is the present duty of the friends 

of Temperance? Much may be done to 
advance the cause and prepare the 
country for the enactment and enforce­
ment of a stringent, general law when 
the people are ripe for it.

1. No pains should be spared to en­
lighten the public mind in regard to 
the principles involved in a prohibitory 
law. They are Scriptural, just, neces­
sary, and are grounded in sound po­
litical economy.

2. Wherever practicable the “local 
option" question should be agitated and 
legislation secured in favor of that 
principle. This lias been done in vari­
ous communities with good results. 
Massachusetts has recently enacted 
such a law, and at the last election a 
large number of towns, and some of the 
cities, like Springfield, voted “no 
license.” This brings the question 
directly home to “the people.” They 
are the ones to pass on such a question, 
for they “foot the bills;” they suffer 
the evils of rum. And no course is 
likely sooner to lead to prohibition on 
a wider scale.

3. The friends of temperance are 
bound, in duty and interest, to see to it 
that the present excise laies are enforced. 
They are lame and weak, and often 
constructed in the interest of “saloon 
keepers;” and often the police authori­
ties and some of ou» courts are unwill­
ing to arrest or convict on any amount 
of evidence. Still, there is some virtue in 
these statutes, especially those relating 
to the Sabbath, and selling to minors,
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anil it is possible, by bold and persistent 
efforts, to enforce the law, in whole or 
in part. The city of Brooklyn is now 
trying the experiment,with the promise 
of victory, after a long, hard struggle. 
Two of the three Excise Commissioners 
have proved the chief obstacle thus far; 
but there is a probability that they will 
be removed or indicted for malfeasance. 
The best elements of society are rally­
ing to the effort to enforce to the letter 
the existing laws. And their enforce­
ment would go far to lessen the evil 
and stay the tide which now threatens 
to engulf the children and youth of our 
land. Let other cities and towns move 
in this matter.

4. The light of investigation and of 
facts already notorious, should be let in 
upon the “friendly relations" vow exist­
ing between “the saloon keepers” and the 
present Boards of Excise and Police C>om- 
missioners, with the forces that act under 
their direction. Facts of a startling
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character are every day coming to light 
bearing on this subject. The air is fill* d 
with rumors and charges and count* r 
charges,sufficient in number and grav11 \ 
to excite distrust and alarm, and t < 
arouse virtuousand law-abiding citizn- 
to inquiry. When rum-sellers constitute 
the Board of Excise in several of <* i 
chief cities, and police captains at 
charged from the judicial bench with 
being in collusion with rum shops and 
houses of infamy and the like ; and 
when it is known that the police fo ­
in such cities as New York. Brook! vn 
and Chicago, are demoralized to a ft u- 
ful extent by reason of intemper,.ti 
habits and personal relations with 
drinking saloons, is it not time for T< u - 
perance to rally its forces and make a 
vigorous and combined attempt to reach 
and rectify an evil that stultifies all 
attempts to purify and govern in the in­
terest of law and virtue our great 
cities?

HINTS AT THE MEANING OF TEXTS.
" I’rythee, take the cork out of thy mouth, that I may drink thy tidings."—SHAKESPEARE.

The growth of what is excellent—so hard
To reach perfection in this nether v'orld."—CowTKi:.

Funeral Service.
The Death of the Godly an incentive 

to Prayer.
Help, Lord; for the godly man ceaseth; 
for the faithful fail from among the 
children of men.—Fs. xii: 1. 
Introduction. — One event lmppenetli 

alike unto all. Providence makes no 
discrimination in the administration of 
natural laws. The godly are not ex­
empt from the ordinary and natural 
events of life.

Doctrine of the text : The death of a
HOOD MAN GROUND FOR EARNEST PRAYER

for Divine interposition. “ Help, Lord, 
for the,” etc.

I. Because there are so few “godly” 
and “faithful” men in the world.

The character portrayed by the Psalm­
ist in the text is a rare character, and as 
beautiful as rare. “Godly”—right to­
wards God, the central and core princi­
ple of all virtue and nobility of char­
acter. “Faithful’’—right in his rela­

tions anil duties towards his fellow men 
And these two embrace the whole law 
of attainment and duty. Such men an 
“the salt of the earth,” and their it- 
inoval is to be deprecated—is a public 
calamity- and the good may well lay it 
to heart, and offer fervent prayer for 
help to Him whose is the power ami the 
cause. Is it not proper to say, that tin* 
“godly"and “faithful the eminent­
ly good and useful, would often l»c 
spared to the Church longer than tie v 
are, if there were more wrestling prayer 
for such a blessing? God has to teach 
us the worth of such rare characters, 
and the world’s great need of them, by 
removing them out of it.

IT. Because their presence and serrict 
here seem essential to the cause of God.

1. On account of their example.
2. Because of their influence and use­

fulness. Their counsels and consecrated 
gifts are so much needed and relied 
upon. Their faith and help and prayers
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«seem often the very life of the Church. 
The presence of ten such men would 
have saved Sodom and Gomorrah.

III. Because it is so difficult to Jill the 
roitl which their death makes.

IV. The ({race and Providence of dod 
suggest the only hope, the only remedy, 
in the day of such a death. “Help 
Lord ! for the godly man ceaseth,” etc.

Christian Culture.
An Exemplary Prayer.

Urn away mine eyes from In holding vanity; 
and quicken thou me in thy way. Slab- 
lish thy word unto thy serrant, who is 
devoted to thy fear.—Psalm cxix : 37,38. 
This prayer includes three things
I. Diversion from the false. “Turn 

away mine eyes from beholding vanity.”
II. Devotion to the true. “Quicken 

thou me in thy way.”
III. Confirmation in the right. 

"Stablish thy word unto thy servant.” 
Which means, make me “ steadfast, im­
movable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord.”

Faith Through Trials.
Though he slay me yet will I trust in him. 

-Job xiii: 15.
Said a pastor the other day in our 

t aring—a man of eminent piety and 
deep religious experience—“ When I 
look about me and see here and there 

I ii every hand what I cannot but regard 
I answers to my prayers, it makes me 
I almost tremble to pray." Especially is 
I this true when we see that our deepest 
I -nvrows are prayer-answers.
I Said another servant of God: “ I used 
I often to sing that favorite hymn—
■ ' Nearer, my God, to Thee,
I Nearer to Thee,
■ F.’en though it be a cross
H That raiseth me ! *—
H ist as I sing other sweet hymns, until 
H ne day God took from me my child ! 
Hluat was a terrible test ! It gave new 

-leaning to the hymn To sing it now, 
■a the spirit of it, is a deeper exercise of 
^B'hristian faith."

Says Rowland Hill : “If you want 
see the height of the hill of God’s 

^Vernal love, you must go down into the 
ey of humility.” As the serene 
it of the stars is made visible to the

natural eye by the darkness which man­
tles the earth, so the deeper meanings 
of God’s Word are revealed to his child­
ren in the night of affliction; and often 
the deeper and more dreadful the dark­
ness, the fuller and more precious the 
divine revelation. Severe and trying 
as the discipline of the Cross me y be 
to flesh and blood, it is the shortest and 
surest way to spiritual victory and the 
crown everlasting.

Installation Service.
The Testing Fibe.

Hr D. W.
But hf himself shall he earn!, i/el sa as 

thrnwjh Jire.—l Cor. iii: Vi.
(Text to be taken in connection with whole 

chapter, beginning with verse 3.]
The sense is not, “saved with diffi­

culty, scarcely saved,” but saved as dif­
ferent parts of the building are saved by 
proving to be gold or silver under the 
test of tire. A minister is himself built 
into the building (the Church): he has 
built others into the building. These 
others are “his work.” They will be 
tried by tire, and may prove to be hay 
or stubble. He, too, will be tried, and 
if be be good metal he will be saved 
in the fire, though liis work may perish 
there. We may, therefore, paraphrase 
the text: “The minister, as well as the 
layman, must pass through the testing 
fire." There is no exemption.

Missionary Service.
The Food of the World.

[Brief of a sermon by Alexander McLaren.)
He * * * gave the loaves to the disciples, 

and the disciples to the multitude. And 
they did all eat, and were filled ; and they 
look up of the fragments that remained 
twelve baskets fuV.—Matt. xiv: 13, 20.
I. Christ feeds the fam ishing wori.d 

by means of His Church. “He gave 
the loaves to His disciples, and the dis­
ciples to the multitude.”

1. The food, although snpernatarally 
provided, is carried to the hungry by 
the ordinary means; the disciples gave it 
to the multitude.

2. The disciples were prepared for 
their work. The first lesson they had
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to learn was the almost ludicrous dis­
proportion between the means at their 
command and the necessities of the 
crowd. “IIow many loaves have ye? 
Go and see.”

Wo must carry our poor and in­
adequate resources to Christ. “ Bring 
them hither to Me.”

II. The bread is enough for all the 
world. *• They did all eat, and were 
filled.’*

III. The BREAD WHICH IS GIVEN TOTHI 
FAMISHING IS MULTIPLIED FOB THE FUTURE
of the distri. UToits. “They took of 
the fragments that remained twriv 
baskets full.”

SEBMONIC CRITICISM.
"// ».>• it poor sermon, however noisy or eloquent, Unit

Ih>■ heart."—How 
To h ll hum In iln a thimj ilm s

Pere Hyacinthe as a Preacher.
The far-famed orator of Notre Dame, 

Paris, a few years since, now a Reformed 
Catholic, unpopular in Catholic France, 
is on a preaching and lecturing tour in 
America.

Père Hyacinthe is a man above the 
ordinary stature, and is of large bulk, 
weighing nearly, it not quite, two hun­
dred pounds. He has the tempera­
ment of an orator -nervous, sanguine; 
possesses large lungs, full digestive or­
gans; is full-blooded, yet is quick of 
nerve, sympathetic in response, warm 
of heart. This is essential to the or­
ator. A man may be a great speaker; 
that is, be able standing to think and 
utter great thoughts and to clothe them 
in splendid diction, and yet be cold 
as if carved from a sliver of the No'th 
Pole.

Whitefield, Spurgeon, John Bright, 
Beecher, indicate the temperament of 
the orator. He who can speak to one 
man as to a multitude, or to one audi­
ence as to another, or equally well on 
different occasions, may be a profound 
scholar, a man of wondrous gifts of 
culture, of brilliancy of utterance, of 
self-poise — one who holds firmly the 
reins that lie on the neck of every fac­
ulty—yet he may lack fatally the gift 
without which, whatever else lie may 
have, he cannot be an orator. The or­
ator must have that peculiar nerve and 
heart-outreaching that places him en 
rapport with his audience. He must be 
able to compel the tlirobbings of the 
brains and hearts before him to accord 
with those of his own brain and heart.
He must be so bound sympathetically

•ty tickles the air. or pleases the fa my, irithoul hni'lin, 
land Hill.
not imply ability to ito it.

with liis hearers as to detect the least 
discord: be able to feel the whereabouts 
of his audience—his linger must be on 
their pulse. He must know instinct­
ively the proper focus at which to pine, 
his thoughts, to be apprehended in 
their true proportion by each mind. 
This peculiar and rare gift the gift that 
makes the orator, Hyacinthe possesses 
in no little degree.

He is ardent, warm ; but Matthew Ar­
nold would bo tempted, hardly, to call 
him as lie once called Mr. Beecher,a heat­
ed barbarian (for which, the reporters 
tell us, he graciously apologized a few 
weeks since, after hearing the Plymouth 
Pulpit orator). In the barbarian, strong 
passion and imagination get away with 
the uncultured head: Hyacinthe is high­
ly cultured, and yet lias a royal inherit­
ance of sentiment. He is not a man 
whose conclusions could be wrought 
out of bis head, while all the deepest 
longings of the heart are arrayed against 
them.

In the pulpit he awakens and sustains 
interest. He is animation itself; tlicit 
is no sluggishness of brain or body. 
His frequent gestures, his play of feat­
ures, the animation and yet deep sol­
emnity of his bearing, and the strong 
and large personality apparent hold at­
tention easily, even of those who do 
not understand his French. It is un­
fair to say, as is said by many critics, 
that dullness is a characteristic of the 
modern pulpit. It is too true of many 
pulpits. This of all faults is the hard­
est to overcome. The ancient* used to 
say It was a fault against which the 
very gods strove in vain. There is



i884.] Scrmoni, Cnlii ism.

sufficient reason why the clergyman 
finds it hard to be anything but dull: 
the subjects he treats appeal to a por­
tion of man’s nature that is partially, 
if not wholly asleep, while the awakened 
portion of his being has little inter­
est in such subjects. Even the preacher 
is apt to find himself lethargic on 
the “Enchanted ground ” that borders 
lîeulah Land. It is a strong spirit­
ual nature that can keep thoroughly 
aroused in dealing with spiritual 
truths. There are such natures. They 
do not simulate interest. They prac­
tice no clap-trap; they indulge in no 
masquerading as spiritual in grotesque 
worldly garb. There is no need of 
simulation in Hyacinthe. His is a 
strong nature, aglow with intellectual 
and spritual thought. The spirit domi­
nates the body.

Hyacinthe has, as every man must 
have, to influence deeply his age, a hope­
ful temperament. He has faith in the 
future. He believes that “time runs 
not back to find its age of gold,” but he 
is, nevertheless, cautious, altogether too 
cautious for a reformer. He has come 
out of the rain, but has stopped under 
the eaves.

He is a pains-taking, carefully inac­
curate observer of his age, has not 
the bravery, not the spiritual insight, 
the sublime recklessness of “ that soli­
tary monk” who four centuries ago 
“shook the world.” His work cannot 
but prove comparatively a failure. Had 
Luther stopped at the reformation of 
Romanism within the Church, he had 
died at the stake, and the world had 
been compelled to await the coming 
of a braver and a clearer-sighted man.

The Pulpit of a Past Generation.
One method of divine teaching is by 

comparison and contrast. Each age has 
its peculiarities, and so history becomes 
our teacher and monitor. This is true 

I of the pulpit, as well as of other forms 
I of life and thought. So much of the 
I Uman element enters into the ministra- 
I lion of truths, in themselves unchange- 
I able and eternal, as to give complexion 
I 01 peculiar type to each epoch of time.

:wi
The spirit of the times, and of the sur­
roundings, enters so largely into it as to 
affect sensibly the type of preaching and 
of the outward expression of piety. 
That the human element is allowed too 
much scope and power in the present 
generation, is true beyond all question.

Let us cast a glance at the American 
Pulpit as it exercised its functions four 
or five decades since. No Pulpit, of any 
land or age, had so large a number of 
able, faithful and effective preachers as 
then ministered to the churches of 
this favored land. We make not this 
assert ion at random,but from a thorough 
knowledge of the facts of the case. No 
one will dispute it who will read the 
thousand sermons in the “ National 
Preacher” (18*2(1 186(1), all by American 
preachers ; also Dr. Sprague's “Annals 
of the American Pulpit” (ix Hvo. vols.), 
and the scores of volumes of posthu­
mous sermons bv various authors. 
“ There were giants in those daysv in 
the pulpits of our land ; not a half dozen, 
but scores and hundreds ! They formed 
a splendid galaxy of renowned preach­
ers— preachers who gave world-wide 
fame to the American pulpit, and were 
instrumental in the memorable Reviv­
als which distinguished and blessed 
that age and ushered in the grand mis­
sionary movements of the modern 
Church.

Let us note a few of the chief elements 
of strength and power in the preachers of 
that period :

1. They preached; preached sermons, 
not essays, not lectures, not newspaper 
topics, but real, well-prepared, strong 
discourses, drawn from God’s Word 
and vital with its living truths.

2. They preached the Bible, pure and 
simple ; not philosophy, not science, 
not sociology, not belles-lettres, not hu­
man reason, not humunitarinnism, but 
God’s own revelation to lost man—in 
spirit, in form, and with unswerving 
integrity and fidelity.

3. They preached doctrine: the fall of 
man, total depravity, the atonement, re­
pentance, the necessity of the new birth, 
the Scripture doctrine of heaven and 
hell—the core truths of revelation, in
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didactic form—the “strong meat” of 
the Word ; not sentiment, not fine-spun 
theories, or an effeminate faith, or a gos­
pel of “ culture ” and resthetics. They 
were robust mer and the staple of their 
semions was “ bone and sinew,” as well 
as “flesh and blood.”

4. They preached a positive Christian­
ity; not “ apologetics,” not a faith of 
doubts and negatives. They did not 
“read between the lines” of the Bible, 
“another Gospel,” a “new theology,” 
as is now so often done. Their “ trum­
pets gave no uncertain sound." They 
did not “beat the air.” They struck 
heavy blows straight between the eyes 
of sin and the devil !

5. They were dogmatists in the pulpit, 
as all effective preachers must be. They 
stood there by Divine right, and spoke 
words of Divine authority, freighted 
with eternal weal or woe to all who 
heard ! The faith they preached was 
“the faith once delivered to the saints 
not man’s opinion, not speculation, not 
“the higher” or the “ lower criticism,” 
not Shakespeare, not nature, not “mod­
ern thought and progress.” They were 
simply Hod's mouthpiece to rebellious, 
dying men. Sin, guilt, perdition; par­
don, life, heaven, were all near and 
actual realities to them, and their hearts 
and sermons were burdened with them, 
and they were “straightened” till they 
had laid them off on the hearts and con­
sciences of those to whom they minis­
tered. They preached as men “anoint­
ed of God,” “in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power.”

ti. They were not afraid of written ser­
mons. Almost without exception they 
wrote in full and preached from manu­
script. This fact may well outweigh 
much that is now said against the MS. 
in the pulpit. The practice of careful, 
pains-taking preparation, did much to 
give condensation, strength, and logical 
form and pith to their sermons. They 
studied, wrote, revised, condensed, and 
loaded their heavy guns to the very 
muzzle, and rammed the contents down 
with a will ; and hence when they let 
off the well-aimed charge, it was no 
child’s play ! There is enough weighty,
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logical, compact, burning thought in 
one of the sermons of Griffin, Mason. 
Richards, Emmons, Mcllvaine, Lyman 
Beecher, Daniel A. Clark, Eliphalet Nott, 
Skinner, Hopkins, Bethune, Alexander, 
Wayland, Rice, Bemen, Woods, Finney. 
Barnes, and others like them, to stock 
the average modern pulpit for a year.

The Pulpit of to-day has gained in 
breadth of culture, in erudition, in 
many of the auxiliary helps to pulpit 
ministration. The curriculum of our 
theological seminaries has been greatly 
extended, and a multitude of new an.l 
excellent text-books have been added 
to the list. But it admits of grave doubt 
whether the Pulpit has really been 
strengthened and made more effective there­
by! Such eminent men as the late Drs. 
Gardner Spring, I. S. Spencer, and W. 
B. Sprague, and not a few living men, of 
broad observation and experience, more 
than question the wisdom of the change. 
Certain it is the American pulpit of the 
past generation, in all that pertains to 
power and success, the conversion of 
souls, and the progress of truth and 
righteousness in the world, will not 
suffer in comparison with the pulpit of 
this highly-cultured age. On the con- 
trary, making all due allowance for the 
changed circumstances and conditions, 
the preachers now tilling our pulpits 
may study these examples of the fathers, 
who have passed away, but the radiance 
of whose glorious ministry lingers still 
in the midst of us, with protit, and may 
even imitate many of their masterful 
gifts, and thereby add to the excellency 
and power of a ministry which is the 
bulwark of this great and rapidly-grow- 
ing nation. A Veteran Observeh.

Breaking Hearts.
There is a point worth considering in 

the homely advice which Rowland Hill 
once gave to his Welsh curate: “Never 
mind breaking grammar, if you can 
only break hearts." Delicacy of thought 
and expression, and a certain degree ot 
fastidiousness even, may be pardonable 
in a preacher: but nothing whatever- 
no consideration of a merely literary 
character — should be suffered to oh-
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sen re or weaken God's message, or im­
pair its spiritual effect on his hearers, 
of homely language, and quaint illus­
tration, and direct forcible thrusts are 
likely, in the circumstances of the case, 
to do most execution, then use Lhem by 
all means. Posing in the pulpit; play­
ing the part of a finical orator; afraid to 
rasp the sinner's conscience, or to thun­
der so loudly as to wake the sleepers in 
Zion or to strike a blow that will break 
a heart of adamant or at least rebound 
with a ringing sound, or to direct the 
arrow with such fixedness of purpose 
as to hit the mark —is poor business for 
the man who is charged with a message 
of life or death eternal to perishing 
sinners. If the heart be not broken all 
preaching is vain.

Things to Remember.
* * * First, sec to tin- poor in vour parish; 

then to the rich.
* * * “ Maintain your post ; that's all tin- 

fame you need."—Dkydkx.
* * * Do not despise a sudden impression to 

preach on a theme; it may 1m- a voice from

Take care of the bereaved and the sick, 
t so near the heart as in the hour ofYou uetepjget h< 

affliction./
* * •'* Manv e1 Many of the poorest sermons preached 

are sermons faultless in rhetoric, faultless in 
logic, faultless in théologie doctrine.

* * * Good preachers are more plentiful than 
good pastors, said bishop Warren: " a first- 
class pastor is the scarcest thing in the Church."

* * * Thought is the only really potent 
thing. “ Four hostile newspapers are more to 
be feared than a thousand bayonets," said Napo­
leon. The pulpit was not the power in France 
in Napoleon's age that it is to-day in America.

PREACHERS EXCHANGING VIEWS.
.L the anvil sharpeneth iron, so the contact of mind ivith mind beyetteth wisilom.

PUlpits Compared.
The English preachers, in some par­

ticulars, I tlfink superior to our own. 
We excel them in discussion; they us 
in preaching. Our best preachers are 
in the South. They are not more 
learned or talented, but they preach 
better. If we ever get the devil “on 
the hip " in these northern states we 
must discuss less and preach more. 
Hod has built the pulpit, and put men 
into it to preach His gospel faithfully; 
and when this is done He will take care 
of the consequences. This endless dis­
cussion and argument of questions 
and doctrines which God has settled 
once for all, is unwise and useless. If 
this question were treated in the 
Monthly in a brief and pungent way, 
it might raise a profitable discussion 
about “Discussion in the Pulpit.”

W, s. Clapp,
;Wc invite a brief exchange of views on this 

subject. Our own opinion is, that the average 
American pulpit, in point of learning, piety, 
fidelity to the truth, and effective preaching, is 
nut surpassed by the English, or any other. We 
must nut base comparison on a few specimens 
of exceptional excellence. The one element in 
which we are deficient and fall below the Eng- 
ish, is unquestionably in the matter ot strict 
Bd'U or expository preaching. Hero we may 
Jearn. And such illustrious examples as Dr.

John Hall, and Dr. W. M. Taylor, of New York, 
are not without effect on our preachers. Would 
we had a thousand like them ! As to the 
North and South, the only striking difference 
observable to us is, that the former is mon- 
philosophical, systematic and argumentative; 
the latter more expository, hortatory, and 
emotional. Bo*h have there advantages. The 
combination of the two kinds would be advan­
tageous to both sections.—Ed. |

Pastoral Visitation.
Says Dr. Chalmers. “A house-going 

minister makes a church-going people. ” 
Pastoral visitation, rightly done, is a 
powerful factor in a pastor's useful­
ness. Not only does it draw his people 
to the sanctuary by an almost irresisti­
ble influence, but it opens their hearts 
to receive the truth from his lips. He 
gains thereby a knowledge of their in­
dividual peculiarities and conditions 
that he can turn to good account. He 
does not have to draw his bow at a ven­
ture. The biographer of the late Dr. 
Spence v says of him:

“ Prouably no man in the same time ever per­
formed more pastoral labor than did Dr. Spen­
cer during his twenty-two years' pastorate in 
Brooklyn. The record of his visits fill a dozm 
dourly-written volumes, and form the most sur­
prising testimony ot pastoral fidelity and indus­
try that ever met our eye. His visits were not 
visits of ceremony—visits to keep his people
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from fault-flmlinn—but toe visits of a man of 
<*od watching for souls, of a kind shrphml 
looking after every member of his flock. Nor 
did ho confine bin visits to his own people. He 
«■xploml the lanes and alleys of the pity, literally 
]-reaching the gospel 1mm house to house, and 
often warning those whom he met in the streets. 
His conversations and prayers in the humble 
dwellings of tho poer, in the ehamls-r of sick­
ness, by the bedside of the dying, and in tho 
house of mourning, amidst such scenes of affect­
ing interest as his own pen so graphically des­
cribed in “A Pastor’s Sketches." will never lie 
forgotten by those who heard them. And here 
it was that ho gathered his rich and exhaustions 
material of illustration. No writer of fiction 
ever had a more extensive experience and ob­
servation of real life, in all its diversified phases, 
to draw upon. And this made him a master in 
the pulpit, as they were masters in fiction. And 
yet he found time for the thorough preparation of 
hi« fermons, preaching on the average over four 
each week, two of them written out in full. And 
wo never heard him preach a poor sermon. We 
have uniformly gone from his preaching won­
dering how he could get the time, amid his 
pressing calls, to make so careful and complete 
a preparation for his usual Sabbath labors."

Are not our pastors making a grave 
mistake in this matter? Many have 
come to excuse themselves from pastoral 
visitation altogether, except in special 
cases. And, as a rule, we suspect that 
far less effort is put forth in this direc­
tion than formerly. And we believe 
that this omission will account in part 
for the falling away of many from at­
tendance on preaching, and for the 
complaints now so common—of lack of 
interest, and ability to get at the hearts 
of the people, on the part of modern 
preachers. J. M. Sherwood.
— Brooklyn N. Y.

Muscle and Ministers.
Reading Dr. Dio Lewis’ article in 

the January Homiletic reminds me 
that many ministers and literary men 
have an exaggerated idbaof the relation 
between health and muscle. For per­
sons of sedentary habits (as a medical 
friend informs me), a large develop­
ment of muscle is not only needless, 
but injurious. Many, it is probable, 
often do themselves harm by “ work­
ing up muscle” in excess of that de­
manded by their calling. The surplus 
becomes a drain on the vitality, but 
gives nothing in return. How long

|H*.
would Sullivan, the prize-fighter's, con­
stitution last if he were cooped up 
three-quarters of each day in. a study or 
editorial sanctum ?

Apropos to this subject, Dr. Drw 
in his recent autobiography, tell- u> 
that after much exercise in vain to out> 
his dyspepsia, lie was tiuaHy eontirivd 
for three weeks by a scalded foot Hi- 
dyspepsia vanished. When asked a- to 
his diet, he said: “Why, I have eaten 
pies and pickles; and pot-hooks and 
trammels I might, for any harm in the 
matter.” His conclusions were: “That 
cheerfulness first, and next regularity, 
are the best guards against the monster 
dyspepsia:” and, “ Exercise can no more 
profitably be condensed than mod can. ’ 

R. T. R.

Attending Funerals of Non-Church-Ccer:.
I am called upon twice a week, on an 

average, the year round, to officiate at 
the funerals of persons who have no 
claim upon me, save that of common 
humanity. They were not members ot 
my church, and often of no church. 
Now, this is a severe tax upon my 
time. Now and then I am offered 
money in -payment, but I invariably 
refuse it, feeling a repugnance to tak­
ing money for such service. I would 
like to know how other clergymen 
avoid this tax upon their time, if they 
do avoid it. In the country, a funeral 
takes fully a half-day. Is it not an im­
pertinence to expect me to give so much 
time to strangers ? Many funerals 1 
have attended of persons who have spent 
their lives in opposing the Church, and 
have died impenitent. Despising the 
Church while they lived, why should I 
take precious time from other duties to 
bury them when dead ?

Somewhat Impatient.

Church Choirs.
Church choirs are often in trouble. 

Sometimes it arises from the pastor's 
interference, or is increased by his at­
tempt to remedy it. All pastors should 
let choirs manage their own affairs, it 
they would avoid distracting complica­
tions. They may make themselves felt 
in an indirect way to better effect.

C. H. Wetherbl.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS.
“C. X.”—What is the best work on 

“ Divorce ” ? A. : A little book by Presi­
dent Woolsey.

“J. E. S.”—Worcester, Webster, or 
the Imperial Dictionary, is the “best” 
authority on “the pronunciation ot 
modem proper names.’’

“ J. C.”- The Blessed Office ot 
Tears ” (National Preacher Vol. xxxii, 
Dec. No.), by Dr. William Adams, will 
prove to you an admirable sermon on 
the subject.

“N. L.”—A. : We know not how “to 
make the road upward easy.” Like 
many others, we fear you regret that 
the broad road does not lead to heaven. 
The way up from the flesh into the 
spirit is a long and weary climb. We 
know of no short cut, no royal road, and 
we feel quite sure nobody else does.

“S. E. W."—Occasionally, when a 
sermon appears in the Homiletic 
Monthly which I specially wish my 
people to hear, I read it to them instead 
of preaching a sermon of my own. 
What do you think of it? A: There 
can be no objection, provided you defi­
nitely state the fact, and your people 
acquiesce.

“ W. B.”—How can one get the com­
plete “Second Epistle of Clements,” 
spoken of by Dr. Hchatf, in the Novem­
ber number of the Homiletic Monthly, 
in such shape as „would make it avail­
able as addenda to the garbled edition 
published in the Anti-Nieene Christian 
Library ?—A. : The second epistle of 
Clement of Rome is published in full 
by the discoverer, Archbishop Brven- 
nois, Constant, 1875, and by Bishop 
Lightfoot in an appendix to his Clem­
ent, in 1879.

“J. L. W.”—(1.) Whose is the best 
book on the Eucharist ? (2) And whose 
on the Sufferings of Christ ?—A. : (1) 
Two very good books are “Eucharistic 
Year” and “Eucharistica,” New York. 
50 cents each. A vol. of “ Communion 
Sermons,” by Dr. Spencer, is an ex­
cellent work, $1.75. (2) The last named 
work will also give light on this subject. 
Many of the “ Lives ” of Christ dwell

on His sufferings ; Krummaclier’s 
“Suftering Saviour,” is a fervid and 
excellent work for spiritual use, and 
Dr. Stroud’s “ Physical Cause of Christ’s 
Death” is a masterly work viewed from 
a scientific point of view.

“J. S. C.”—In Homiletic Monthly 
(Jan., 2d. page of cover), I read, “An 
Abridgement of one of Sir Samuel Ba­
ker’s (Baker Pasha) greatest Works of 
Travel.” Is there not a mistake here? 
My impression is that Sir Samuel Baker, 
the African traveler, and “Baker 
Pasha,” are two different men. Col. 
Valentine Baker, an officer in the Brit­
ish army, was expelled and degraded, 
joined the Turkish army,- and was 
named “ Baker Pasha.” He is still 
serving under the Sultan.— A. : “In 18(19 
Sir Samuel Baker led an expedition of 
1500 picked troops, under the auspices 
of the Khedive, a ml with the title of Pasha, 
to put down the White Nile Slave 
Trade.” See Globe Encyclopaedia.

“C 8.”—Do “ Faith-Cure Believers” 
claim more than Scripture warrants in 
holding that the prayer of faith will save 
the sick?—A. : Unquestionably, faith 
cures are wrought. Hezekiah’s prayer 
of faith cured him of a deadly sickness 
and lengthened his life fifteen years. 
How many cures were accomplished 
(where is the full record ?) through 
prayer to Christ when on earth. God's 
hand is not shortened that He cannot do 
to-day what He did so abundantly 
twenty centuries ago. Luther never 
doubted that his prayer restored Me- 
lanchthon to health and to the Reforma­
tion. Why not? We see in the experi­
ence of the raesmerizer how faith in 
man often works wondrous cures ; how 
much more should faith in an omnipo­
tent God, infinite in wisdom and love, 
working even in natural, or ordinary 
ways, result in healing ? Yet we feel 
sure that nine out of ten, perhaps 
ninety-nine out of a hundred, of so- 
called faith-cures are wrought thro «gh 
the mesmeric or magnetic power of 
the man whose hands are laid on the 
sick.
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HELPFUL DATA IN CURRENT LITERATURE.
The Recent Supernatural Origin of Man 

Considered from a Purely Scientific Point of 
View. By W. D. Wilsou, D.D., LL.D., American 
Church Review (Din1.), 27 pp. A learned and can­
did discussiou of the antiquity and primitive 
condition of man. in the light of the latest dis­
coveries in science. The extreme antiquity 
claimed by Lyell and others, is now admitted to 
be unsupported by facts, even by such scientists 
as Herbert Spencer and Huxley. The latter says: 
••I don't know that there is any reason for 
doubting that the men who existed at that day 
{the drift period] were, in all essential respects, 
similar to the men who exist now.” His ad­
missions in regard to the Nile Valley (Eaton 
address) upset Lyell's speculations. Principal 
Dawson, as good authority as any in the world, 
after reviewing the whole ground in his recent 
work, "Fossil Men and their Modern Represent­
atives,” winds up with these words :

" What evidence the future may bring forth 1 
do not know; but that available at present points 
to the appearance of man, with all his powers 
and properties, in the Post-glacial age of geol­
ogy, and not more than from six to eight thou­
sand years ago. This abrupt appearance of man 
in his full proportions, his association with ani­
mals, the greater part of which still survive, 
and his introduction at the close of that great 
and as yet very mysterious revolution of tin- 
earth which we call the Glacial period, accords, 
as I have elsewhere endeavored to show, with 
the analogy of geological science, in the infor­
mation which it gives us of the first appearance 
of other types of original beings in the several 
stages of development of our earth.” (pp. 240-7.)

Prof. Max Müller on the Origin and 
-Growth of Religion. By H. S. Kellogg. D.D., 
bibliotheca Sacra (Jan.;, 22 pp. Few books treat­
ing on this subject have been honored with so 
appreciative a reception and wide-spread publi­
cation as these lectures of Midler. They have 
been reproduced in the vernacular languages of 
India. A book of such a, history must possess 
more than usual interest. This well-written 
paper gives the author credit for sincerity and 
belief in Christianity, and for his refutation of 
the anti-Christian theory, that all religion began 
in the worship of fetishes. But, while acknowl­
edging all this and more, it holds that his own 
theory of the origin of religion is intrinsically 
no better than the one he so ably refutes ; is 
“ opposed alike to a sound philosophy and to. 
the direct and implied teachings of the Script 
tires; and that the arguments, even of an histor­
ical sort, by which he would support it. are not 
valid for the conclusion which he professes to 
establish.”

The Churches of the Huguenots and the 
Religious Condition of France. By A. F. Beard. 
D.D., Andover Review (Jan.), 1.1 pp. The writer 
of this valuable pai>er is pastor of the American 
Chapel in Paris. He bus enjoyed special oppor­
tunities to inform himself, and well has he used 
them. The editorial note is not too strong: He 
** brings together a mass of facts never before 
collected and set in the same relationship. They

have l>een gleaned from many fields and much 
personal observation and inquiry in different 
parts of the country." He gives us trust worth- 
information respecting the various agencé - 
which are determining the religious and moral 
condition of France. He takes a hopeful view 
of the situation. "We may say, without fear 
of question, that France never had a like oppm 
tunity to receive the Gospel, and the Christian 
world never had a more inviting field. Tin r 
an- ViKi Protestant ministers, active and earnest, 
and many missionary agencies an* co-oin-ratinp. 
and no less than 73 Protestant religious paper» 
an- published in the French language."

Ecclesiastical control in Utah. By John 
Taylor, President of the Church of Latter-Da \ 
Saints; Eli H. Murray, Governor of the Territor 
of Utah. Xorth American Review (Jan.), 23 pp 
The coolness and the boldness with which tin 
head of the Mormon hierarchy defends the mon 
strous system of faith and social iniquity eut 
braced in Mormonism would surprise us, if 
anything could excite surprise in relation i ■ 
this deluded |ample. According to his testi­
mony, the Mormons are a highly virtuous, law 
abiding and greatly persecuted community ! 
Governor Murray’s rejoinder gives a clear view 
of the present status of things in Utah. "Tin 
country,” he lays, "has resolved to get at tin 
bottom facts in Utah affairs." He states mau\ 
things that may well excite criticism and imliy 
nation. " Utah Mormonism, with legislative 
power in its grasp, is a monster of no inconsiil 
erable proportions, and means mischief." •• Tin- 
day of settlement must come.. . . the quicker 
the better for the Mormons and for the coun­
try. . . . Either the Government must repeal it* 
laws, or the Mormons must obey them." U- 
affirms that they are living in open, daily viola 
tion of V. S. laws. The “ Edmund’s hill," In- 
claims, does not supply the remedy. His rein 
edy is, " Abolish the legislature, and substitut, 
in lieu of it a legislative Council, to la- ap­
proved by the President, and confirmed by tin-

Agnosticism in American Fiction. By Julian 
Hawthorne. Princeton Review (Jan.), 15 pp. Coin­
ing from a popular writer of fiction, the adm;- 
sions and characterizations of this article are 
noteworthy. Accepting his views, as in tin- 
main just, we are confronted with the fact that 
modern fiction is, for the most part, hostile t" 
Christianity, absolutely agnostic in sentiment:
“ The Bible is a human book: Christ was a gen 
tleman related to the Buddha and Plato familie*. 
Death ... is annihilation of personal existence 
. . . morality is the enlightened selfishness of tin- 
greatest number . . . the * Religion of Human 
ity ' is the only religion recognized." Thackera;-. 
Dickens, and other novelists of their day, "a 
eepted the religious and social canons " then 
current, and did not concern themselves* about 
a philosophy of life." But a " new order of
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things has come into vogue.. . . which marks 
a definite turning-point from what has been to 
what is to come." "It is a period of doubt; 
what it will result in remains to la- seen." The 
Christian ministry, and the friends of a super­
natural faith and a true morality, are bound to 
weigh such words coming from such a source, 
and to let their voice be heard. “ Fiction " is a 
tremendous factor in forming character, in dr- 
veh,ping society, in creating sentiment; and if 
it be given over to •• Agnosticism." a dark future 
is before us.

Thi: Pvlpit: 1rs Province and its Poweh. 
By •lohn M. Tit/el, I>.D. Reformed Quarterly Re­
new, (Jan.) 12 pp. What is the true province of 
the pulpit? Is it really the case that the power 
f the pulpit is waning ? are the points eonsid- 

ered in this paix-r. Passing in review Free* 
mantle's Essay prefatory to his volume "The 
Secular Gospel," he argues clearly and forcibly 
to show that the province of the pulpit is not 
to teach philosophy or science or art or politics 

stv-h, but to proclaim to men Christ as the 
mly Saviour, and to persuade them to accept 
Him as such by faithfully expounding God's

word as contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and the New Testaments, and by bearing 
personal testimony to His power to save. And 
in thus preaching Christ, consists the true power 
and glory of the pulpit. The most powerful and 
successful preachers in every period of Un­
church and in every land, have ever been those 
who confined themselves most closely in their 
pulpit ministrations to the exposition of the 
Scriptures as bearing witness of Christ as tie- 
only hope of a perishing world. To the second 
question the writer gives a negative answer. 
But the evidence lie gives in support of it is, li­
on r mind, far from lieing conclusive. The chief 
is the outward growth of the Church and In- 
extension of the kingdom of God. But this is 
a superficial view. Many factors besides the 
power of the pulpit enter into this. No candid 
mind who takes a broad observation of things, 
can come to any other rational conclusion than 
that the province of the actual Christian pulpit 
of our times is greatly restricted, and that it 
does not wield that majestic and commanding 
power over men and over society which it did 
in a former generation.

OEBMS OF ILLUSTRATION.
■''aknown things and words can be illustrated and explained only by known things and word*.—N. A.Calkins.

One «-an often help another «In
what one cannot do himself. The cobbler 
could not paint the picture, but he could tell 
\pellcs that the shoe-tie was not quite right.

\t the “driving of the last spike ” 
in the Northern Pacific Railroad, one of the 
most interesting and suggestive incidents was, 
that the telegraph wires were so connected 
with the spike and the hammer that every blow 
of the hammer was indicated both at St. Paul 
and at New York City.

Old Montana herdsmen tell us that
if the cattle on the plains and mountains are 
left to shift for themselves, however deep the 
,-iiow, they will generally find enough food to 
sustain, them. But if a ranchman once begins 
to feed them when the snow is deep, he must 
fe> d them till the snow is all gone. They will 
cease all effort to find food for themselves, and 
starve to death in their tracks 

The United States government is 
now constructing a canal around the Cascades 
of the Columbia River, something like the 
Welland Canal, around Niagara Falls, by which 
the navigation of that stream will be extended 
many hundred miles. The principles of lock- 
ige on canals are familiar to many of our read­
ers. but the lifting of a boat from a lower level 
or strait to a higher one is very interesting and 
suggestive. The boat is floated into a lock on 
the lower level, and the gates are closed be­
hind it. Then a sluice-way is opened in the 
upper gates, through which the water from the 
higher level passes into the lock, and lifts the 
boat to a level of the water above. When the

water in lock rises to a level with the water on 
the higher strait, the pressure now removed, 
the upper gates open easily, and the boat floats 
out into the water of the higher lev el. A novice 
standing by after the first gust of water at the 
opening of the sluice-way, would scarcely know 
what was going on. it proceeds so noiselessly. 
The boat in the lock continues to rise, and 
when it reaches the higher level, the upper 
gates open without difficulty, and the boat 
floats out so easily !

The last words of the late Dr. John
Howard Raymond, President of Vassar Col­
lege, spoken in broken uttertince, were; “How- 
easy —how easy—how easy to glide from work
here to the work--------” there he evidently
wished to add, but his voice failed him l

Why Governor Briggs, of Massa­
chusetts. never wore a collar.—Hon. Georg*- 
N. Briggs, so long Governor of Massachu 
setts, was a man of fine personal appearance, 
exceedingly neat in his apparel; but all who 
ever saw- him must have noticed that he 
never wore a shirt collar. The reason for this 
was, as he himself tells it, as follows : When 
a young man. he worked in a hat factory. Most 
of his associates were given to drink. There 
was one young man in whom he took great in­
terest, and to whom he had often spoken, try­
ing to dissuade him from his bad ways. This 
man one day turned upon him with great ve­
hemence and bitterness, saying: “ 1 don't want 
you to preach to me. B.'iggs; you have your 
faults as well as I. You don't drink, but you 
are as proud cs a peacock. When you have
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done work, you dress up in your trilled shirt 
and white collar, aud you strut around town 
to bo admired. If you will tear that ruffle 
from your bosom and that collar from your 
shirt, and never wear either again, I will sign 
the pledge and keep it as long as you keep 
your promise." Briggs took his hand out of 
the water, gave it to his friend as a pledge of 
the agreement. It was kept by both. The 
young man rose to be a member of Congress, 
aud Briggs was among the most worthy of the 
governors of Massachusetts—but he never 
wore a shirt collar!

Why a little booster hoy went to
Sunday-school without shoes all summer long. 
His father wanted him to go to Sunday school, 
and he was able to buy him shoes and stock­
ings, and willing to do so. and he wore shoes 
and stockings on w-ck days He told his own 
story, aud it was this: He asked another little 
boy to go to Sunday-school. He was poor, aud

he said “lie could not. because he had m 
shoes; and none of the boys went barefooted 
To which he replied, “ I'd just as soon go bare 
footed as not; come go with me.'* And so thex 
both went ban-foot to Sunduy-sclrool all sum 
mer long !

There 1* a universal law by which
the aerial portion of plant-growth seeks abnv- 
all to rise. Under it the higher or more ad­
vanced bud (or seed takes precedence. Al­
though last formed, it is first to unfold. \b 
see this in every shoot that opens buds in tie 
spring: in every graft cut from the end of u 
shoot, as compared with those cut from lower 
on the shoot; in every sprouting tuber, in 
woeat sprouting on the stalk, ora corn ear ..u 
the wet, warm grouml Of two ears on th- 
same stalk the upper will lie the larger; so will 
the upper or middle b-aves: the lower leav*** 
aud the buds lormed at their buses in wood- 
growth will be small, owing to growth rushing 
onward past them, unless man interferes, an'1, 
by stopping this upward rush by a tiiuelx 
pinch, as in grapevine and cordon culture, ar­
rests the flow and compels it to till out the 
tirst-formed leaves aud buds.

THEMES AMD TEXTS OF RECENT LEADING SERMONS.
. The Comprehensiveness of God's Care. "As an eagle stirreth up her nest,” etc— Dent, xxxii. | 

11, 1*2. Rev. Thomas Skelton. England.
, The Necessity for Meditation. “ 1 will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: * * * my uicdi- | 

tation of him shall be sweet.''- l's. civ; 33, «4. ltev. Robert Collyer.
Crying out in the Night Watches. -Arise, cry out in the night: in the beginning of the watch*-* 

pour out thine heart like water before the fueeot the Lord."—Lam. ii; IV. Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, 
in New 1‘ark Street chapel. London.

Not an Oriental Legend. "It is he that shall save his people from their sins.”—Matt, i '21. 
John Hall, D.D., New York.

, Motto for Young Men. Seek ye first his kingdom aud his righteousness.’’ etc.—Matt, xi:
A. (*. Hurst, D.D., Pittsburgh.

The Developing Power of the Gospel. ‘ The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven," el»-.— 
Matt, xiii: 33. H. M. Sembler, D.D., Chicago.

. Earnestness the Condition of (Joel's Mercy. “ Have mercy on mo. () Lord, thou son of David."— 
Matt xv: 22. James MeCosh, D.D., in Stroud Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh.

. Common Sense. •• The children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children 
of light.”—Luke xvi: 8. T. DeWittTalmage, 1) 1).. Brooklyn.

. The Attraction of the Cross. “And I, if 1 lie lifted up from the earth, will ilraxx all men unto 
myself."—John xii: 33. H. W. Thomas, I>.!>., Chicago.

. The Doubt of the Present Day. “ Believe oil the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shall lie saved."— 
Acts xvi: 31. Francis L. Patton, in First Presbyterian Church, New York.

. <toil's Farm. “ Ye are God's husbandry.’'—1 Cor. iii: V. ltev. Henry Ward Beecher, BrookIxn

. What is it to be Saved? “This is a faithful saying,"etc.—1 Tim. i: 16. A. J. F. Bchreiids.U.D. 
Brooklyn. ,

. Fathers in Christ. “ I write unto you. fathers, liecause ye have known him that is from the 
beginning.1 John ii: 13. C. 11. Spurgeon, in Metropolitan Tabernacle. London.

. True Prosperity. “Beloved. 1 pray that in all things thou luayest prosper.”—3 John verse 2. 
T. I). Witherspoon, D.D.. Louisville. Ky.

. The Fools of the Bibb'. A series of sermons classified as the Atheistic Fool, the Agnostic Fool, I 
eh-., by Rev. G. F. Pentecost. Brooklyn.

SUGGESTIVE THEMES.
. Prophetic Power in Spiritual Exaltation. 

(“And Jacob called unto his sous, and 
said. Gather yourselves together, that I 
may t«-ll you that xvhich shall liefall you 
in the last days."—Gen. xlix: 1.)

. ’1 In- Tragedy of the Soul. (The Bonk of Job.)

. The Unreasonableness of Despondency in a 
Christian. ("Why art thou cast down, O 
my soul," etc.—Ps. xlii: 11.)

. Soul Growth. (The path of the just is as the 
shining light, that shim-th mon- and more 
unto the perfect day.”—Prov. iv: IK.)

. Man's Capacity for Wrong-Doing. (‘Behold 
thou hast spoken and done evil things as 
thou couldest.”—Jer. iii: f».)

. The Spiritually Awakened. the only truly 
Wise. (“Who is the wise man?'"—Jer. 
ix: 12.1

. Faith Storm-tossed. (" And behold there

arose a gn at tempest in the sea."
Matt, xiii: 24.j 

8. Man Hindering Omnipotence. (“And In 
did not many mighty works there because 
of their unbelief."—Matt, xiii: 58.)

V. The Sanctity of Man. ("Destroy not with I 
thy meat him for whom Christ died.1'— I 
Rom.xiv: 13.) f

10, The Contrast : The Soul Asleep and the Soul I
Awake, (“lad us not sleep as do the I 
rest,” etc.—1 Tln-ss. \: 0-7.)

11. Paul's Sum in Addition. (“ Add to your fi
virtue, and to virtue knowledge." etc.- 
2 Peter i: 5-7.)*

12. Tin- Two Judges. (“ For if our heart «* 
denin us. God is greater than our la-art 
aud knuxvi-th all things."—1 John iii: 20.)'

* Authorized version.


