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Fodder Corn in Manitoba
(Jii many of tlic lariii- in tlic nldcr lucalitius of .\Iaiiiti>l)a tlu-re is ;,

gradual clianj^a- takiiij; place in tlic system uf cnippiiii,'. .Mmc liw stml,

is hciiii,^ kept, and (.-unsecpi .Mitly a lar^HT aereai;e is sdwn to Indder crup-

Tliese i)laiits imt (miy itinii-li n)ii;,diai,a' for tlie farm stock, hut at tlu

same time i ey leave tlie soil in first-elass condition for sulj-ei|uent ulien;

cro])s. Anion}4^ tliese fora.i^e plants, Indian Corn occnjjies a wry importani

l)lace. It i,nves a larj^a- yield (ten to twenty tons per acre) of sncculem
fodder. Tliere are two methods of preservin,!,' the crop. The corn mav In

cut and stored in a silo or, if this is not feasihie, the croj) may he enrol

and fed from the stook. The fodder may he used as rornlKii^r^. f,,r dair\

cows, and it serves the same purjxise for fattenin; steers and idle horsiv

PLACE IN ROTATION
Indian Corn produces an ext(?nsive mass of roots in the surface soil.

and it is prejiared to make the hest possihle use of tiie availahle i)lant foiij.

It will, therefore, j^ive .nood results on land which contains a large amoiiiii

of vej.^etahle matter. It can thus he expected to .^row well on sod lanii,

or soil containinj; unrotted farmyard manure. Hi'in^r a cultivated or hoeij

crop, it is used for cleaning;- tlie land of weeds, and the summer cultivation

forms a nndch on tiie surface, conservin;; the m<)isture for the succeediin;

crop. Those who are j^rowinj;- corn maintain they .i;ct hettcr results from

wheat on corn stul)l)le than on -unniier fallow.

SOIL PREPARATION
Where corn is sown on sod land, the field siiould he "hmken" ami

"back-set" the previous year, and worked down firm and level with ilii

stand of Fodder Com in Bed Biver Valley



Cutun. ,U.a o, No-H-W..t,r„^p„, con, „„ u.. ManitoU A^.euU„,.,

METHODS OF PLANTING
Xo new machinery need l.e puivhased l,.,- plantin- onrn • th r

srain drill is well suited fnr ,l,is purpose S ? ,, '
"" ""^'"^">

'losed up. allowing one to run everv inrU-.K "
. ^''-'V

"''"' ''^

Ti-is can l,e done by nailin. a shin.le or i-arv ,::,;.;::: ^ J"^'"'

i-all hand planter after n.a/h ^
'

-n' u "Z i:"""""
'" "^^ *"^'

."a4cer drawn hy a hor.c. This me.ho.Ms s
'

, V it

"" ,:"" "
t" I'c. For fodder purposes the .Irillin,. is n,o e hn le ,

"'7

;- do no. ,row so coarse, and a somewhat ^.^'^ll^d ';:rr';:

EARLY CULTIVATION WITH HARROW

i i

SUMMER CULTIVATION

"an'^:!;:;::" ;:rt^'
^or the harro. it s.,ou,d he intertilled. If aease ,s ^roun th>. can be done readily with the potato sa.ffl er,



oarc being lakiii tint to mn it (U'CfcT than tan iiu-lu-s. as the r..
'

t'u

corn arc close to tlie siiii.ue aiul will he cut off, tluis rediieiiij; t.

s|)ace of the i)Iaiit. Wliere a larger acreage is sown the tvo-horse cum
vator will he f.inml ninre satisfaetiry as it is larger and .^mrc ea^n

operated. The ciiltivaliou should coiitinre until the weeds are aM killr

.

and tlic corn is high enough to shade the ground.

HARVESTING
Tlie corn should he allowed to fnrni ears hefore heing cut, hut can

niust he taken to have it harvested hefore it is frozen, as frozen corn :

almost useless fur fodder. Where a small amount is hi-jng grown it nii'

he harvested with an ordinary rrain hinder. There i- always difficnitv \

getting the reel high enough to th >w the corn hack on the tahlc; hut tln^

may he .overcome to some extent 1>\ remf>ving every .Hhcr bar on the n 1

The grain binder, however, is not a really satisfactory implement for liu

purpose and where a nunibe. of adjacctn farmers are each grovvini; ,i

small area it would be a good plan to purchase a corn harvester joint 1\.

or else arrange to pay one man to cut all the i irn. With the larger tiilcN

it will be found profitable to [)urchase a corn harvester as the wear and

tear on the grain binder is conside.-able.

STOCKING AND STORING
Where the corn is not going to be p-'t in a silo, stooking is a von

important operation, as it is ..ften kit in the field until fed. It contains -

a large amount of moisture that if put in a stack or mow it will heat an
1

1

spoil. Each stook should contain at least twenty sheaves. When the stMni

is completed it should be bound at Ihe top with binder twine. This can I

be done more easily if a stooking-jack is used. The method of leavin.^ tlu

stooks out in tlic field during tlic winter has, however, serious di-.ul

vantages in that the drifting snow makes it difficult to lift the .stooks wlier

required. In order to overcome tliis tlie corn may be hauled in w her

cured, and stored by standing the sheaves up along eacl: side of a p"\(\

placed horizontally at a suitable distance from the ground. Stackin- hyf

placing a layer of sheavtji between biyers of about two feet of straw ha

also proven quite satisfactory.

THE SILO

It is safe to state that the silo in Manitoba has passed the experimentail

stage. The value of silage in the production of mi'.k and beef has bcerj

amply demonstrated on the Manitoba Agricultural Coilege Farm. LeadinjI

dairy and live stock farmers aiso recommend this method of handlin^Mhej

corn crop. The building of the silo will depend largely on the amoint cl

capital the farmer has at his disposal. If he has the ready money h willj



'','" ;'"'' '^'-'^ ''"•"« in the fall an.l o.ri,,., [f ,,„, , , , ,
.

I liiTo i- 1)11 i-i,,|, that wi.'I

I ilik-r rorii. .\ |;i

MANURING
"';i:< iH-tcr .,>c ..f farm-yar,I inannro tl.a,.

'"^' "c.K-ht ni a,!,!i,i,.„a| mni>tnre <,„,.. ,h.. ,-

'

' "" """"

'-• ti.c i..i.ii„, „f ,„e sn„w uiii :;, t ;i : :, ;,;'Vi;i.'
:;"^"' "'"'^'^

VARIETIES
I' npcn ill Wcstfii, Ontario

I'

t hi
i

1

TIME OF PLANTING
Jlie tiiiio of nlanfin.r ;^ „

QUANTITY OF SEED PER ACRE

-»|I;t .,na,„uv „-i„ „, rc<,„i.od. :,„i' ,,:,", ", "" "' ,"'""' »
"f ^lH.iv wit:, a clcsiiv l„ cover i, „„„.I, i ,

""- """' =" •• Mil.sliiulc

^' ^'™'<' i" -- c „. f,,;,;:.::;;;;;;';.':';;.',;;:
"-''•• ^'- «-' -a. II



i 1

s >•

t'mil ilii-* adflitiiiii to lii^ i-'Hiipnuiit a prutiialilc itiM'>^tini-iit, a-- lluic is ii..

ilnilit lliat c'lisilinj; i-. tlu- l)i">-t nictlmd ,.f pri^crviiij,' tlic lorn, and (

HCttitij;' the licst rc-iills ft-unt tlic fiMldor. If the I'irn is ni>t matiirt!-

hcforc I'ltttinj;, the slicaves shmdd he left "H tlie n;r"""<l I" dn a day m
twii hefiTc putting; in tlie silo. A iiittin^^ hox is a necessary pieie • f

niadiinery in tillin),'. since the stalks niiist he cut into pieces alioiit one-li.il'

inch in len^'tli. It will tiien pack in closer and keij) much lietter. 'lln^

()ackinjf or tratnpin^j i^ important, especially around the walls, .\fter tht

silo hns heeii filled it should he allowed to settle for a few days and filhd

i;*> anaiii. When it stnps sellliii},' it will keep hetter if the surface is Ie\<l.

or jnst slightly higher in the centre. It will then require no furtlic

attention until ii is read) for feedinj^.
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