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HALIFAX AHSITING DISPENSARY.

Praters’ Report,
For the Tear Ending Bovember, 1872.

The Directors of the Halifax Visiting Dispensary have 
the pleasure of presenting to the Public their Annual Report 
for the year 1872. In doing so, it cannot be expected that 
they can have anything of very startling interest to commu
nicate. But yet, all who feel a desire to relieve the sufferings 
of their fellow-creatures, especially of the poorer classes, 
must be gratified to know, that there is an Institution in their
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midst, which, without making any noise or parade about it, 
has been busy, all the year round, in ministering to the relief 
of those varied ills which poor human flesh is heir to, by the 
instrumentality of careful and excellent physicians, who 
to be found ever} day at the Dispensary to receive all who 
are able to come out for advice and medicine, and to visit at 
their hovels those who arc not. That the poorest in the city, 
though they may not be able to get a loaf of bread without 
the cents in their hands, can here be supplied with doses of 
all kinds and flavor, to their hearts’ content without fee or 
reward. That though they may have no fire to warm them 
at home, they have here an ante-room and a good stove to 
cheer them at least once in the day, and kind words to com
fort them. It may well be asked where would the poor get 
all this if there were no Dispensary open to receive them, 
and no humane physicians to be found at stated place and 
time, to attend to them without extorting a fee.

When we look at the fearful catalogue of diseases, (200 in 
number) appended to this Report, which have been here treat-
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6
\ ed, and successfully treated (as appears by comparison of the 

rate of mortality with the number of patients) we may esti
mate the lamentable consequences which would ensue if this 
Dispensary wrere suffered to go down for want of means ; 
but this the Directors feel it would be an insult to the reli
gion and humanity of the citizens of Halifax, for a moment 
to suppose. It is no sectarian establishment—no poor crea
ture is asked to what Church he belongs, or whether he be
longs to any denomination but that universal one of human 
wretchedness. And so, every poor ragged visitor can open 
the door without knocking, and tell his tale of woe, sure of 
such help as his case will allow. Even if he goes in for a 
little dentistry, which is rather an expensive luxury outside 
the Dispensary, Mr. Putncr can gratify him after the most 
approved fashion, without at the same time extracting any
thing from his pocket.

In last year’s Report the inconvenience of the premises 
then occupied was a prominent feature. A removal to Grafton 
street was effected in May, and enlarged and more conveni
ent accommodation has been secured for the present. But 
the Directors cordially endorse the recommendation of the 
Medical Board, that the erection of a suitable Building, for 
the special purposes of this Institution should be undertaken 
as soon as means can be provided. It will be seen however 
by the Treasurer’s account, that our present funds are by no 
means adequate to such a work, and in fact are barely suffi
cient to keep the Institution in operation. It is hoped that 
some of our wealthy citizens will take hold of the matter, and 
thus put their money to good interest.

The excellent Report of the Medical Board will be found 
in the appendix, and the Directors hope it will receive me
rited attention from the public, instead of being as is often
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7
the case, thrown into the waste basket, or put away so com
pletely as not to be found until perhaps the time of house
cleaning arrives, which brings to light so many secret things.

The Directors congratulate their fellow-citizens on the 
testimony of the Medical men as to the improvement in the 
general health of the poor, which they justly attribute to their 
improved circumstances, and to this no doubt may be added 
a sanitary influence from the mere visits of the Medical men, 
and their hints as to cleanliness and ventilation.

The Directors respectfully call the attention of the Civic 
authorities to the remark of the Medical Board, as “to a more 
thorough inspection and purification of the dwellings and 
yards of the poor, in the more crowded portions of the city. 
That is a weighty saying in that Beport that some of the 
houses are in a most wretched condition and totally unfit for 
human habitations.”

The framers of the Beport strike at the root of the 
wretchedness as well as the crime of the community when 
they hold forth the constant use of spirituous liquors as the 
accursed parent of both. None have a better opportunity 
of seeing the murderous ravages of the monster Intemper
ance upon the health of body and soul than these same Doc
tors who are brought into immediate contact with its victims, 
and if, in the treatment of their patients, they would per
emptorily require them all to become total abstainers, and 
avoid strong drink as they would poison, no doubt they would 
do a vast amount of good to the poor and their families.

In conclusion the Directors most earnestly commend this 
Institution to the continued and increased patronage and 
support of the community, and especially of those whom the 
Lord has endowed with ample means to sustain it.
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REPOET OF THE MEDICAL BOARD OF THE HALIFAX
DISPENSARY.

To the Directors of the Halifax Dispensarti :
Gentlemen,—The Medical Board of the Halifax Dispen

sary herewith submit for your information the following 
Report of their labors for the year ending Nov. 30th, 1872 :

The number of patients who have been treated by the 
Dispensary Physicians during the year is two thousand 
four hundred and twenty-seven. The number of applica
tions has been five thousand one hundred and fifty-three. 
One thousand three hundred and tw enty-eight have been 
treated at the Dispensary by the Attending Physicians, and 
six hundred and seven have been visited at their homes by 
the Visiting Physicians. The dental cases lumber four hun
dred and ninety-two. The number of prescriptions dispensed 
was five thousand five hundred and eighty-three, besides one 
hundred and thirty-one for other charitable institutions. 
Twenty-six deaths have occurred during the year. It will 
thus be seen that each patient treated at the Dispensary has 
made an average of two applications, while those attended at 
their homes have received an average of four visits each.

In comparison with the statement of previous years it 
will be seen that there is a falling oft in the number of ap
plications at the dispensary. This may be accounted for, in 
a great measure, by the change of quarters during the year, 
which, while it has added to the comfort and convenience of 
both doctor a 
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tions of the Board of Directors to increase the usefulness of 
this valuable charity, and to make it an institution worthy 
alike of its promoters and supporters and of the city of 
Halifax, it is to be hoped that they will not lose sight oi" the 
necessity which still exists for a proper building, with 
increased accomi iodation.

To prove the increasing usefulness of the institution it 
will only be necessary to point to the gradual diminution in

*

i

8

the i 
show 
ameli 
be ev 
and s 
blyd 
good 
ber o 
for a 
and i 
the ; 
amon 
the l 
occur 
port! 
siden 
to th 
of coi 
tion ( 
of th 
total!

Th
'

and t 
strcei 
wrork

M
atten

A
of de 
The e«

<•
it

a
4.

a

O
h O

té
-iè

- én
 it T

+
m

&
tsÈ

*



9

the number of applications at the Dispensary for relief, 
showing a more healthy condition of the city, and a general 
amelioration of the condition of the poor. From this it must 
be evident that a good work is being done by the institution 
and an additional incentive is here presented to the charita
bly disposed to aid, still further, the good cause by their 
good will in a tangible form. The diminution in the num
ber of applications woidd be still more apparent were it not 
for an epidemic of summer cholera, measles, scarlet fever 
and whooping cough, which prevailed so extensively during 
the year. Beyond these diseases, prevailing principally 
among children, nothing of a contagi 
the usual health of the city. *>1 
occurred among the poor and ill-fed in the more crowded 
portions of the city, where cleanliness is a secondary con
sideration, and the constant use of spirituous liquors adds 
to the miserable condition of the parents, and, as a matter 
of course, to their poor children. A more thorough inspec
tion of the dwellings of the pool is really necessary,—some 
of the houses being in the most wretched condition and 
totally unfit for human habitations.

The vacancies in the Medical Board having been filled, 
and the removal of the premises from Argyle to Grafton 
street having been effected, the institution is now in good 
working order.

Mr. Putner has performed the duties of Apothecary and 
attended to the Dental department in a satisfactory manner.

A tabular statement of the diseases and accidents, causes 
of death, &c., is subjoined :
The entire number of Patients treated.........................

“ Applications..............................
Patients treated at Dispensary.... 1328 

“ “ visited at their houses,.... C07
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diseases and accidents.
Abscess................. 46 Dyspepsia ..

................... 2 Dysuria.......
Abortion ..............  2 Ecthyma « • •
Adenitis............. 13 Eczema.......
A bummurii........ 6 Emphysema
Alcoholism....... 7 Enteritis. •..
Amenorrhcea........43 Entero Colitis
Anaemia................  43 Endo Cervitis.
Anthrax...............  7 Epilepsy........
Arthritis............... 3 Erysipelas....
Asthma................. 18 Erythema....
Balanitis.............. 4 Febricula..............
Blindness (snow). 1 Fever (Intermit.).
Bronchitis...........134 « . (Puerperal)
Burn..................... 3 “ (Scarlet)
Carcihoma............ 3 “ (Typhoid).. 11
Cardiac disease. .. 32 Fistula in Ano
Catarrh................... 62 Flatus...........
Caries.................... 2 Fractures.....
Cerebral disease.. 1 Frost-bite.....

1 Furunculus....
11 Gastritis..........

1 Gastrodynia...
1 Gelationes .....
1 Gonorrhoea....
1 Haemorrhoids...
9 Haemoptysis....

41 Hemiplegia....
Congests of lungs 3 Hepatitis..........
Constipation........60 Hernia................
Colic................... 3 Herpes..............
Contusions............38 Hysteria..............
Convulsions.......... 3 Inanition..........
Corns.................. . 4 Indigestion ....
Croup................... 1 Icterns...............
Cystitis................. 2 Influenza..........
Debauch............... 2 Injury..............
Debility..................37 Insane...............
Delirium Tremens. 2 Impetigo
Dentition............ . o Intertrigo
Diarrhoea......... ,.. 86 Iritis....
Dislocations.......... 6 Keratitis............... 8 Pleuritis....
5roP8y..................  10 Lachrymal duct, ) 9 Pleurodynia-
Dysentery............. 8 obstruct of ( 2Pityr3
Dysmenorrhoea... 11 Lactation............ s'Pneumonia..

; 62 Laryngitis ....
1 Lead poisoning 
3 Lencorrhœa....

27 Lichen............
19 Locomotor Ataxia
2 Lumbago..............
5 Lupus....................
1 Meloena.................
1 Meningitis(cereb.)

13 “ (Spinal) 1
3 Menorrhagia.

11 Marasmus ...
8 Metritis........

• 1 Midwifery ...
27 Miscarriage ..

Morbus Coxæ.
1 Necrosis.........
2 Neuralgia....
6 Nephritis.....
1 Neuroses........
2 Naevus.............

, 4 Nipple, Fissure of. 2
* 7 Old Age.................  2

3 Opthalmia (Pur- £ ^
6 “ eD (Tarsi).. 8

10 Optic Nerve, ) „ 
1 atrophy of ( ^ 
6 Orchitis 
8 Otitis

1
1
I

37
1
1
1phalalgia

Chlorosis...........
Chalazion..........
Cholemia..........
Cholera Morbus 
Climacteric... 
Conjunctivitis

Ce

3
... 4 

10Ovaries," dis. of.. 1 
9 Paralysis...
6 Paronychia 

30 Parotitis...
1 Pediculi...
1 Pericarditis 

29 Periostitis.
2 Peritonitis
7 Pertussis..
2 Pharyngitis 
2 Phthisis ..

6
12

1 .
3

. 3
3. 2

31
16
40

10

II i

ll

I

Polypui
Pregna

ore
Prolapf

•i

Psorias 
Prurigc 
Purpur 
Rheum 
Roseola 
Rubeoli 
Scald . 
Scabies 
Scorbul 
Scroful 
Sciaticj

Ascites
Cholem
Cardiac
Congest
Diarrho

All oi
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11

Polypus Nasi 
Pregnancy, dis- > 

orders of... J 
Prolapsus, Uteri 

•* Vagince
Psoriasis............
Prurigo..............
Purpura............
Rheumatism....
Roseola..............
Rubeola..............
Scald .................
Scabies..............
Scorbutus.......... .
Scrofula...............
Sciatica...............

1 Spermatorrhoea.
Sprain................

M Stomatitis........
3 Stricture............
1 Synovitis..........
3 Syphilis.......... .
1 Tabes Mesenterica* 1 
1 Tongue-tie.

46 Tonsilitis..
1 Torticollis.

20 Tumor........
6 Tympanitis
7 Ulcer..........
1 Urine, retention of 2

11 Urticaria 
2Ustrio...

21 Uterine hoemorr 
30 Uterus, retroflex

ion of
Varicella..........
Varicose Veins

48 Vermes.............
Vertigo.............

4 Vomiting........
21 Vulvitis............

1 Wounds........ . •
20 No diagnosis ..

1 Wrong address 
38 Able to pay (opera

tives).
7 Able to come to 

Dispensary

18
7
2

35

} 44
?

f7S
CAUSES OF DEATH.

1 Emphysema, Pul... 1 Nephritis, (Acute)
1 Fever, Scarlet........ 4 Pertussis...................

2 Phthisis..................
1 Pneumonia............
1 Not given..............

Ascites ............
Cholemia..........
Cardiac Disease

1
5

2 “ Typhoid 
Congestion of lungs 1 Hemoptysis .. 
Diarrhea.................. 2Inanition .....

2
1
1

Total 26
All of which is respectfully submitted.

By order of the Medical Board,
JAMES VENABLES, M. D., 

Secrttary.
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$1782 00 
250 00For New Building Fund,

$2032 00
Cr.

RECEIPTS.
Donation of Sir Hastings Doyle....................... ....

“ C. I. Society........................................
Jas. Thomson, Esq., Gustos...................
Mr. & Mrs. C. Murdoch........................

Bequest late Robt. Noble...........................................
Special collection St. Matthew’s Church.............
Collected by Messrs. D. Henry Starr and Secretary ,
Provincial Grant.......................................................J ;
City Grant,—1871 
For half year 1872

Balance from 1871

«

486 66 
250 00

736 66 
45 60

$2073 51

Balance at credit of Dispensary in Treasurer’s hands........
Thomas E. Kenny,

Hon. Treasurer.

$41 51
Halifax, January 1, 1873.
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TEEASTTREE’S ACCOUNT
From January 1,1872, to January 1,1873. 

EXPENDITURE.U
Salary of Resident Apothecary

•* Secretary...................
“ Physicians.................

$366 64 
75 00 

477 00 
225 76 
458 62 

23 75 
64 57 
90 66

V Rent........
' Medicines

Printing.
Coal, Wood, Gas, &c., &c.................................

X Cost of moving and fitting up new Premises

His Ho

Avery, D 
Albro, Ed 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Almon, M 
Atherton, 
A poor m 
Bishop of 
Bauld Gil 
Black Bn 
Bums, At 
Binney, I 
Butler, J. 
Boak, jr., 
Burton, H 
Black, S. 
Barron, 
Brown, T. 
Bremner, 
Bliss, Jud] 
Burton, J. 
Bliss, A. A 
Bligh, & ( 
Bayne, Jol 
Bauld, W. 
Buckley, 1 
Blackwooi 
Brennan, i 
Connolly,. 
Cochran, b 
Cunard, W 
Collins, B. 
Cronan, Dt 
Coleman A 
Clemen, Cl 
Cronan, Jo 
Chisholm, ' 
Creighton,

i

88
88

88
88



736 66 
45 60

2073 51

.841 51

irer.

.8366 64 
75 00 

477 00 
225 76 
458 62 

23 75 
64 57 
90 66

$1782 00 
250 00

12032 00

13

SUBSCRIPTIONS, 1872.
His Honor, Lieut. Genl. Sir C. H. Doyle, subscription for 1873.

810 00. ’ 
Collected by D. Henry Starr and Secretary.

85 00Avery, Dr. J. F 
Albro, Edward •
Anderson, Billing 
Anderson, C. & W 
Anderson, T. A 
Almon, M. B 
Atherton, W. T...
A poor man.........
Bishop of Nova Scotia......12 00
Bauld Gibson & Co.. •
Black Brothers & Co. •
Bums, Adam..............
Binney, Edward........
Butler, J.....................
Boak, jr., Robert ,
Burton, H. P.
Black, S. H.
Barron, Wm 
Brown, T. A.
Bremner, J. J 
Bliss, Judge.
Burton, J. W.
Bliss, A. A.
Bligh, & Co, A. B
Bayne, John........
Bauld, W. H.......
Buckley, M. A...
Blackwood, D.
Brennan, A. N 
Connolly, Archbishop.
Cochran, Hon. J.........
Cunard, W...
Collins, B. H
Cronan, Daniel...........
Coleman A Sons, W. J
Clemen, Chas. Th.......
Cronan, John..............
Chisholm, Wm............
Creighton & Son, J, G. A.. 2 00

Crosskill, Geo. H..........
Chipman, J. E.............
Cunningham, R..........
Connolly & Kelly..........
Chipman, E. W............
Cornelius, J.................
Cook, Henry.................
Doull & Miller.............
Dwyer, Michael............
Duff us & Co................. .
Donaldson, James........
DeWolf & Son, T. A. S.
Dunbar, W.................
Daley, M. B...............
Donahoe Redmond.. 
DeWolf & Co., T. & E 
Dupe, Geo. W... 
Donahoe, James..
Esson & Co..........
Elliott, F. C........
Everett Bros....
Elliot & Co., J. B
Ead, John..........
Fraser, Robt. W. 
Farquhar & Forrest.. 
Fairbanks, W. B.. 
Fraser, W. J.
Frecker, J. P 
Fuller & Co., H. H 
Fraser, John T...,
Fordham A...........
Fraser & Sons, W.
Forristall, P.......
Grant, Rev. G. M.
Grant, Peter.... 
Graham, Charles.
Gordon & Keith.
Friend.................
Hill, Rev. Geo. W

82 005 00 2 00& Co.... 4 00 2 002 00 1 00. 2 00
. 1 00

1 00• e e e • e e e e e

1 00• • e e e e #•••••

1 00 1 00 
.15 000 25

5 00
8 00 5 00
5 00 5 00
5 00 4 00
5 00 4 00
5 00 4 00
5 00 4 00
4 00 2 50•e«*eeeeeeee

4 00 2 00••••••eeeeeeeI
4 00 2 004 00 6 004 00 4 004 00 2 00
2 50 2 00••••••eeeeee

2 00 2 00
2 00 6 00
2 00 6 001 50 5 001 50 4 001 00 2 50•••••• eeeeee
1 00 2 00•••••eeeeee

10 00 
10 00 
10 00

2 00
2 00
2 00

5 00 0 50•eeeeeeeeee

5 00 4 00
4 00 4 004 00 2 002 50 2 00
2 00 1 00

5 00

88888888
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Mowbray & Reeves 
Munnis, J. K. • • • • •
Martin, G. D...........
Mulroney, J...........
Meagher, John........
McLeod, Alex........
McLean, John S.. 
McNutt, W. B. • • •. 
McLeod, A. & Co..
McDonald, J............
McCarthy, Charles..
McKay, J................
Noble, Robert........
Neal, White & Co.. 
Northup, Hon. J... •
Northup, Jos. J........
Nèwman, W. II....
O’Neill, B................
O’Donnell, E...........
Paint, H. N...........
Power, Patrick 
Phelan, J. P.
Paulin, H. B.
Parker & Grant....
Pallister, W. H...........
Pugh, John..............
Pitts, Daniel H..........
Payzant, Lewis S....
Peakes, J. D................
Ritchie, Judge ......
Ritchie, Thomas A.. 
Russell, Cochran & Co
Robson & Co., C........
Robertson, W
Richey, M. II................
Romans, Charles.. 
Rickards, J. S. ...
Ritchie, J. N..........
Stairs, John 
Stairs, W. J 
Scott, James 
Starr & Sons, David 
Starr, George II... 
Sinclair, John A.. 
Sircom & Marshall. 
Silver & Co., J.... 
Smith Brothers....

•••••• ••••••

• ••••• ••••••

Sutherl
Stirling
Seeton,
Smith,
Stephei
Silver, '
Smith,
Symont
Stayner
Sawyer
Symons
A Frier
Thomso
Taylor <
Taylor
Tobin,
The Fr
Tully, 1
Vaux, C

, !

0

88888888888888888888888888888888S8888888888888©
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• •82 00 Sutherland, J H 

Stirling, W. S...
Seeton, R. B.
Smith, Edward 
Stephen & Son, A 
Silver, W. G.
Smith, B. A.
Symonds, W. S...., 
Stayner & to., E. G 
Sawyer, J. J.
Symons, John H.
A Friend..................
Thomson, Abbott & Co
Taylor & Co., John.......
Taylor Robert...............
Tobin, Stephen..............
The French House....
Tully, W. H................... .
Vaux, C. C................

84 00 Walsh, Patrick...
4 00 White, S. A.........

Wood, J. Taylor.
4 00 West, W. P...........
4 00 West, N. L...........
2 00 Woodgate, A.........
2 00 Wilkins, Judge.....
2 00 Webb, W. H...........
2 00 Watt, John W.......
1 00 Whytal, John L.....
1 00 Whitman, John... 
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