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Minister of Interior and
Superintendent General of Indian Affairs - } Hon. Troxas Witze*
Minister of Justice - - - . - - Hon. Joun Sparrow Davip THOMPSON,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries - - - Hon, Gronrar EuLas Fosrea.
Without Portfolio e - Hon.J.J.C. AsBoTT.
SeT———————————
Clerk of the Privy Council - - - - -  JomN J. MoGzs, Eaq.

OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Hon, Josprr ALDRIo OUIMET - - - . - Speaker.

JonN G. BouriNor, Esq. - - . . . Clerk of the House.
DonaLp W. MaopoNgLL, Hesq. - - - - - Sergeant-at-Arms.
Frangors FortunaT RoUuLEAD, Esq. - - - Clerk Assistant.

OFFICIAL REPORTERS.

GEORGE B, BRaprxy - - . . . - Chief Reporter,
StTEPHEN A, ABBOTT - - - - . -
E. JosxrpE DUuGaan - - - - - - -
Georee EyveL - - - - e -
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J. O. MaRCEAU - - - - . - -
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THO8. JNO. RICHARDEON - - - . -
Teos, P.Owexef - - - - - - -
Jno. CHAs, BoYoE - - - - .

Reporters.

Assistant to Chief Reporter.,

* Died 218t April, 1888, } Died 27th February, 1888, 1 Thos. P. Owens appointed 1st Mareh, 1888,
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On Mr. Mills’ (Bothwell) amendment (respecting Canada
Temperance Act) to motion to go into Committee of
Supply, 6th March :—

Ministerial. Opposition.
Mr. GRANDBOIS. Mr. FIBET.
Mr. LABELLE. Mr. LANGELIER (Quebec).
Mr. MONCRIEFF. Mr. McMULLEN.
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. CHARLTON.
Mr. TUPPER. Mr. MULOCK.
Mr. SPROULE. Mr. LISTER.

On Sir Richard Cartwright’s proposed resolution (Recipro-
city with the United States) and amendment of Mr,
Foster, and amendment to amendment of Mr, Jones
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Mr. AUDET. Mr. BOURASSA.

Mr. MASBON. Mr. MILLS (Bothwell).
Mr. WHITE (Renfrew). Mr. MULOOK.
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ating the South-Western Railway Company, 20th
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Mr. BURDETT. Mr. DALY.

On Sir Richard Cartwright's amendment (Public Debt) to
motion of Sir Charles Tupper for Committee of
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Ministerial. Opposition.
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On Sir Charlas Tupper’s motion for House in Committee to
consider proposed resolution respecting Canadian
Pacific Railway (re Monopoly) and Mr. Laurier’s
amendment to same, 11th May :—

Mr. DENISON. Mr. COOK.
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Thompson’s motion for third reading of Bill 89 te
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Mr. TISDALE. Mr. CHARLTON.

Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. COOK.

Mr. MOFFATT. Mr. GEQOFFRION,
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Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. LANGELIER (Montmorency).
Mr. AUDET. Mr. FISET.
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On Mr, Edgar's amendment to Mr. Thompson's motion for
third reading of Bill 24 to amend and consolidate
the Railway Act, 17th May:—

Mr. TISDALE. Mr. CHARLTON.
Mr. DESAULNIERS. Mr. LAVERGNE.

Mr. RYKERT. Mr. YEO.

Mr. McDOUGALL (O. Breton). Mr. McINTYRE.
Mr. McKEEN. Mr. ROBERTSON.
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On Sir Richard Cartwright’s amendment (Walter Jones re
Haldimand Election) to Sir Charles Tupper's motion
for Committee of Supply, 17th May :—

(Same List of Pairs ag the last.)

On Mr. Wilson’s (Elgin) amendment (Mr, Richard Pope's
appointment as Deputy Commissioner of Patents) to
Mr. Carling’s motion for third reading of Bill 38
to amend the Act respecting Patents of Inventions,

18th May :—
Mr. TISDALE. Mr. CHARLTON.
Mr. DESAULNIERS. Mr. LAVERGNE.
Mr. RYKERT. Mr. YEO.
Mr. McDOUGALL (C. Breton). Mr. McINTYRE.
Mr. McKEEN. Mr. ROBERTSON.
Mr. TUPPER (Pictou). Mr. FLYNN.
Mr. DALY. Mr. LANGELIER.
Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. EISENHAUER (Quebec).
Mr. WELDON (Albert). Mr. BORDEN.

On Mr. Watson’s amendment (Voting by Ballot) to Mr.
Thompson’s motion for third reading of Biil 125 to
amend the North-West Representation Act, 18th
May :—

(Same List of Pairs as the last.)

On Mr. Mitchell’'s amendment (Daties on Flour, Cornmeal,
&c.) to motion for Committee of Supply, 18th May :—

(Same List of Pairs as the last.)

On Mr. Laurier’s amendment (Revision of Voters’ Lists) to
Mr. Chaplean’s motion for third reading of Bill 117
to amend the Electoral Franchise Act, 19th May :—

Mr. TISDALE. Mr. OHARLTON.

Mr. DESAULNIERS. Mr. LAVERGNE.

Mr. RYKERT. Mr. YEO.

Mr. McDOUGALL (C. Breton), Mr. McINTYRE.

Mr. McKEEN. Mr. ROBERTSON.

Mr. FERGUSON (Welland). Mr. PERRY.

Mr. TOPPER (Pictou). Mr. FLYNN.

Mr. WELDON (Albert). Mr. BORDEN.
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Mr. DALY. Mr. LANGELIER (Quebec).
Mr. McMILLAN. Mr. LANGELIER (Montmorency).
Mr. KENNY. Mr. JONES.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. CASEY.

Mr. J. A. McDONALD. Mr. HALE.

Mr. JONCAS. Mr. GUAY.

Mr. GUILBAULT. Mr. FISET.

Mr. FREEMAN. Mr. DESSAINT.



House of Commons Debates

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH PARLIAMENT.-51 VIC.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
TraUBsDAY, 23rd February, 1868,

Tue PARLIAMENT, which had been grorogued from time to
time, was now commanded to assemble on the 23rd day of
February, 1888, for the Despatch of Business.

The SpEAKER took the Chair at fifteen minuntes before
Three o'clock.
PRAYERS,

A Message was delivered by Réné Edouard Kimber,
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod :

Mr. SPRARER,
His Excellency the Governor General desires the immediate attendance
of this Honorable House in the Senate Chamber,

Accordingly the House went up to the Senate Chamber.
And the House being returned,

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House, that he had received
from the Judges selected for the trial of Election petitions,
pursuant to the Dominion Controverted Eleotions Aot, cer-
tificates and reports relating to the Elections,—

For the Electoral District of Yarmouth ;

For the Electoral District of Colchester ;

For the Electoral District of Cumbsrliand ;

For the Blectoral District of the County of Haldimand ;

For the Electoral District of Victoria (N.S.) ;

For the Electoral District of Shelburne ;

For the Electoral District of the East Riding of the County of Nor-
thumberland, ©Ont. ;

For the Electoral District of the County of Kent, Ont. ;

For the Electoral District of the County of Halton ;

For the Electoral District of the Oounty of Prince Edward ;

For the Electoral District of the West Riding of the County of Mid-
dleeex ;

For the Electoral Distriet of Berthier ;

For the Electoral District of Richelieu ;

For the Electoral District of Champlain ;

For the Electoral District of Chambly ;

For the Electoral District of Chicoutimi ;

For the Electoral District of Yamaska ;

For the Electoral Distriot of Richmand and Wolfe ;

For the Electoral District of Queen’s, N. S. ;

For the Electoral District of the West Riding of the Oounty of
Darbam ;

For the Elegtoral District of the City of Kingston ;

For the Electoral District of the West Riding of the County of Huron ;

For the Electoral District of the County of Dundas ; and

For the Electoral District of Gaspé,

VACANCIES.
Mr. SPEAKER also informed the Hause, that during the

recess he had received communications from several mem-| G A .
i | District of the Oounty of Carleton, introduced by Bir John A. Msc-

bers, notifying him that the following vacancies had oc-
carred in the representation :—

Of Hesri Junes JucHereau Dvuomsssay, Eequire, Member for the

Electoral District of Dorchester, by decease ;

Of Simon Xavizr CimoN, Member for the Electoral Distriot of Oharle-
voix, by decease ; T

Of the Honorable Epwarp BLaxs, Member for the Blectoral District of
the West Riding of the Oounty of Bruce, by resignation ; ‘

Of Grorek F. Baep, Esquire, Member for the Electoral Distriot of
Queen’s, N.B, by resignation ;

Of Noau S=EAKESPRARE, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of
Vi(&toria, by the acceptance of an office of emolument under the Orown ;
an

Of the Right Honorable 8ir Joax A. MaopoNarLp, G.0.B., Member for
the Electoral District of the Oounty of Oarleton, by resignation.

He also informed the House that he had issued the gev-
eral Warrants to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery to
make out new writs of election for the said electoral dis-
tricts respectively.

NEW MEMBERS,

Mr. SPEAKER further informed the House, that during
the recess the Clerk of the House had received from the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery certificates of the election
and roturn of the following Members :— ‘

Of Hegserr Lapp JoxEs, Eequire, for the Electoral District of Dighy ;

Of Jonx Feravsos, Esquire, for the Electorsl District of the Bouth
Riding of the County of Kenfrew ; :

Of Jauzs Rowanp, Esquire, for the Electoral District of the West
Riding of the Oounty of Bruce;

Of Sixon Civo¥, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Charlevoix ;

Of the Honorable ArcuiBaLD Woopsvry MoLurax, for she Elegtorsl
District of Colchester ;

Of the Honorable Sir CrarLes Turcer, G.0.M.G., for the Electoral
District of Uumberland ;

Of Jons Lovirr, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Yarmouth ;

Of Jory ArcrzaLd McDonarp, Esquire, for the Eleetoral Distriot of
Victoria, N.3. ;

Of WaLTsr Hourarizs MoyTagus, Esquire, for the Electoral District
of Hsldimand ; ' B

Of Jory WiNBURNE Lavnin, Major-General, for the Electoral District
of Shelburne ;

Of Honorf J. J. B. CmovinaRp, Esquire, for the Electoral Distriot of
Dorchester ;

Of Epwarp Qoonraxa, Esquire, for the Electoral District of the East
Ridiog of the County of Northumberland ; )

Of Groree F, Basp, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Quegn’s,

.B.;

Of Epwaep GawLor Prior, Esquire, for the Electoral District of
Victoris, B.O.; ' i S

Of Georar Lemurr Dickmgox, Esquire, for the Electaral District of
the County of Oarleton ; and’ ’ ) ) T )

Of Davip Hexpzraox, Esquire, for the Electoral District of the Oouniy
of Halton. . L 4 ! | SO0 VONT

MEMBERS INTRODUCED,

The following Members, having previously taken the
Uath according to law, and subscribed the Roll qontainigg

the same, took their seats in the House : —
‘Hon. Apoamsatp Woopsosy McLeran, Member for the Electoral Dis-
'trrli!ct of Colchester, introduced by Bir John A. Macdonsld and -Hon. Mr.
ompson.

BixoN Cixox, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of Oharle-
voix, introduced by Sir John A. Macdonald and Sir Héctor Lisngevli.

GuoReE Lamuru DicxirgoN, Esquire, Member for the Electoral

donald and Mr. Shanly.

Joun Fgrauson, Esquire, Member for the Electoral Distrigt of %
Sogtg Bi%ing of the Connty of Renfrew, introduced by Hon, Mr. Bow
and Mr. Ourran.
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Warrsr Howemsies MonTAeUs, Esquire, Member for the Electoral
District of the County of Haldimand, introduced by Sir John A.Mac-
donald and Hon. Mr. White.

Epwarp Coomraxg, Esquire, Member for the Electoral Distriet of the
East Riding of the County of Northumberland, Ont., introduced by
Hon. Mr. Bowell and Mr. Guillet.

Hoxorf J. J. B. Onovinarp, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District
of Dorchester, introduced by Mr. Laurier an1 Mr. Amyot.

Davip HexpergoX, Esq., Member for the Electoral District of Halton,
introduced by Mr. White (Cardwell) and Mr. Brown.

-Jomxs Lovrrr, Esiuira, Member for the Rlectoral District of Yarmouth,
introduced by Mr. Laurier and Mr. Flyna.

James Rowanp, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of the West
Riding of Bruce, introduced by Sir Richard Oartwright and Mr. Arm-
strong.

Hareerr Lapp Joxes, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of
Digby, introduced by Mr. McLelan and Mr. Mills (Annapolis).

JouN ArcHiBaLD MoDonavLp, Esquire, Member for the Electoral Distriet
of Victoria, N. 8, introduced by Mr. Thompson and Mr. Uameron.

Epwarp GAWLOR Prior, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of
:‘he (l))nly of Victoria, B. C., introduced by Sir John A. Macdonald and
r. Daly.

FiIRST READING,

Bill (No. 1) respecting the Administration of Oaths of
Office,—(Sir John A, Macdonald.)

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE,

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the Lonor to inform the House
that when the House did attend His Excellency the Gover-
nor General this day in the Senate Chamber, His Excellency
was pleased to presont & Speech to the Membors of both
Houses of Parliament. To prevent mistakes, I have
obtained a copy of the Speech, which is as follows :—

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate ;
entlemen of the House of Commons:

It affords me much gratification to meet you once more at the ¢om-
mencement of the Parliamentary Session, and to congratulate you
upon the general prosperity of the country.

Although the labors of the huebandman have not been rewarded in
some portions of the Dominion by an adequate return, the harvest of
last year has on the whole been plenteous, while in Manitoba and the
North-Wegt Territories it was one of remarkable abund ince.

The negotiations between Her Majesty's Government and that of the
United Btates for the adjustment of what iz known as “ The PFishery
Question’’ have, Iam pleased to inform you, resulted in a Treaty which
will, I venture to hope, be considered by you as honorable and satise
factory to both nations.

" The Treaty, with the papers and correspondence relating thereto,
will be laid before you, and you will be invited to adopt a measure to
give effect to its provisions.

The extension and development of our system of railways have not
only rendered necessary additional safeguards for life and property, but
have given greater frequency to questions in which the interests of rival
companies are found to be in conflict, and to require authoritative
adjustment. As further legislation appears to be needed for these pur-
poses, s measure will be submitted to you for the consolidation and
improvement of ¢ The Railway Act.”

Experience having shown that amendments are required to make the
provieions of the Actrespecting Elections of the Members of the House
of Commons more effective and more convenient in their operation, you
will be asked to consider a measare for the amendment of that Statute.

' Th? Ac? respe.cting Controverted Elec'ions may likewise require
a'ttemon. with & view o the removal ot certain questions of interpre
tion which have arisen and which should be set at rest.

" My Government has availed itself of the opportunity afforded by the
.recess t'o consider the numerous suggestions which have been made for
improving the details of the Act respecting the Election Franchice, and

& measure will be eubmitted to you for the purpose of simplifying the
law and greatly lesgening the cost of its operation.

The growth of the North-West Territories renders expedient an im-
provement in the system of government and legislation affecting tbose
portions of the Dominion, and a Bill for that purpose will be laid before
you.

A Bill will be submitted to you to make a larger portion of the mod-
ern laws of England applicable to the Province of Manitoba and to the
North-West Territories in regard to matters which are within the con-
trol of the Parliament of Canada, but which have not as yet been made
the subject of Canadian legislation.

Among other measures, Bills will be presented to you relating to the
Judiciary, to the Civil Service Act, and to the audit of the Public Ac-
counts. '

Gentlemen of the House of Commons ;

The Accounts for the past year will be 1aid before you as well ag the
Estimates for the ensning year. They have been prepared with a due
regard to economy and the requirements of the public service.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons

I commend these important subjects and all matters affecting the
public interests which may be brought before you to your best considera-
tion, and I feel assured that you will address yourselves to them with
earnestness and assiduity.

Sir John A, Macdonald moved: .

That the Speech of Hiz Excellency the Governor General be taken into
consideration to-morrow.

Motion agreed to.
SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir John A, Macdonald moved :

That Select Btanding Oommittees of this Houss, for the present
Bession, be appointed tor the following purposes :—1. On Privileges
and Elections.—~2. On Expiring Laws.—3. On Railways, Canals and
Telegraph Lines.—4. On Miscellaneous Private Bills.—5. Oa Standing
Qrders.—6. On Printing.—7. Oa Public Accounts.—8. Oa Banking and
Commerce.—9. On Immigration and Colonieation j—~which said Com-
mittees shall severally be empowered to examine and enquire into all
such matters and things as may be referred to them by the House, and
to report from time to time their observations and opinions therecn;
with power to send for perzons, papers and records.

Motion agreed to.

REPORT.

Report of the Joint Librarians of Parliament on the
state of the Library.—(Mr. Speaker.)

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House.

Motion agreed-to; and House adjourned at 3:50 p.m,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Fripay, 24tb Fcbruary, 1838,
The SpeakER took the Chair at Three o’clock,
PrayERs,

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCELLENCY'S °
SPEECI. .

The House proceeded to the consideration of His Excel-
lency’s Speech &t the opening of the Session.

Mr. MONTAGUE. Mr. Speaker. , At the outset I must
express my regrel that from among the younger members
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of the House, there has not been selected some one better
able than myself to begin a discussion of the important
matters which are referred to in His Excellency’s Speech,
Iam not unmindful, however, that to hon. gentiemen who
have in the past performed the duty which to-day has fallen
to me, there has been extended an unusual degree of
kindness and consideration ; and, Sir, having sat for one
Session in this House, and having listened to so many hon.
gentlemen delivering able addresses from your right and
rom your left, I the more keenly appreciate the difficulty
of the task which I have undertaken, and the nced I have
to ask that the indulgence so often extended to now
members of this House may not be withheld on the present
occasion. Hon. gentlemen on both sides of the House will
remember that, at the opening of last Session, the hon,
member for West Durham (Mr. Blake)—whose absence to-
day 1 regret on account of its cause—-with that kindness
and coneideration which usually characterise him, was
good enough to connect my name with the duties then so
well performed by my hon. friend from West Haron (Mr.
Porter). I must beolieve that only the hon. gentleman’s
absence to-day prevents him expressing the pleasure, which
I am bound to suppose he would feel at my return to this
House, and at my engaging to.day in the duty for which
he selected me a yoar ago. Sir, I am well aware that to
the members of this House, as well as to the people of all
sections of this country, kas come, with no considerable
regret, the - announcement that the gentleman who has
administered the affairs of the country for the last four
years is about to remove from our midst. Speaking where
Ido, I need not say that daring bis incumbency of his
office, Itis Excellency has well performel the high duties
that have devolved upon him, and that, whether in public
or in private life, he has found a place warm and deep in
. the hearts of the Canadian people. Succeeding as he did a
long list of illustrious Governors, His Excellency leaves us,
having added one more brilliant name {o the number of
those eminent British statesmen who, throughout years,
have performed great services for the Empire in this its
westcrn portion. In the still more important office to
which the Imperial Government have, in their wisdom,
called him, we can judge, from his eminent abilities and his
lox_:g experience, that a noble career awaits him; and I
think I can assure His Excellency that nowhere in the
Empire will be found friends more anxious to applaud his
winniong of new honors and fresh laurels than among the
people with whom ho is s00n to sever his connection. It will
1o doubt be urged, Sir, by hon. gentlemen who sit upon your
left that the Speech from the Throne is barren in the mention
of great matters, and that the legislation promised by the
Government daring this Session is not of the usnal quantity
or the usual quality ; but, perhaps, the Government should
be congratulated on the fact that the affairs of our country
at the present time are 80 well ordered as to need very little
interference from this Parliament. Some of the paragraphs
of t;he Address, however, deal with matters with regard to
which our information is explicit enough only to warrant a
passing comment, while other paragraphs deal with subjects
which may be more fittingly discussed in this Chamber during
a later period of the Session. By reason of this, as well as by
reason of my unwillingness to provoke a long discussion of
these matters, Ishall only detain the House a short time in
dcaling with a few matters mentioned in His Excellency’s
gracious Speech from the Throne. Sir, to gentlemen who
have so recently been among their constituents will have
occurred the desirability of certain changes in the Election,
the Franchise, and the Controverted Klection Acts, and,
therefore, I need not anticipate what the proposed changes
will be. ) With regard to the promised measures relating
to the Civil Service Act, the application of English laws to
Manitoba, the changes in the g

udiciary Act, and the audit-:

ing of the Public Accounts, I can only say that I suppose
the necessity of those measures has been made manifest by
the experience of the various Departments, and that they
will be in the public interest, We are promised legislation
with regard to the government of the glorth- West TLerrito-
ries, It will be remembered by this House that some time
ago the Council of the North-West Territory was simply an -
advisory board appointed by the Government. At the present
time that Council is partly elestive aud partly appointed, and
I have nodoubt the legislation which is promised this Session
on that subject will be in the direction of extending to our fel-
low citizens in those Territories the rights of representative
local government which we in the older Provinces enjoy.
The fuct that the Government feels warranted in bringing
forward such legislation should be an evidence to us of the
growing importance of those Territories, and the proba-
bility of their soon taking their places among the great .
Provinces of this Confederation. Then we are promised
railway legislation, Hon. gentlemen will remember that
some time ago Commissioners were appointed to take evi-
dence with regard to the relations of the great railway cor-
porations of this country to one another and to the general
public. Those Commissioners have gleanod a large quan.
tity of information on this very important matter, and the .
legislation which is to be laid before us this Session is, no
doubt, the result of the representations made by that Com-
mission to the Government. We are well aware, Sir, that
evils have existed in connection with our railway system,
evils which have become more apparent with the great
extension of our railway interests, and which have injuri-
ously affected the public interest, and I think the Govern- .
ment are to be commended for so speedily acting in the
direction they have promised in the Speech from the.
Throne, At the opening of this House, last year, we were
free to admit that the Province of Manitoba had suffered
from a failure of its wheat crop, and that in consequence
the people of that Province were not enjoying that measure
of prosperity which we all wished they should enjoy. This
year it gives me very great pleasure to be able to turn to
my hon, friends representing Manitoba in this House, and
congratulate them on the fact that this year their Province,
though its soil is only as yet very partially tilled, is
sending to the markets of the world 12,000,000 or 13,000,
000 bushels of the best grain ever grown on American soil.
Notwithstanding the very large amount of information
which we have had from various sources with regard to our
North-West Provinces and Territories, I think it will be
admitted on every hand that we are only beginning
to realise their immense wealth and value to this country.
The enormous harvest which has been reaped in Manitoba
during the past year, must surely convince us that we caa
form no adequate idea of the future possibilities of that
Province—save this, Sir, that it gives us confidence that in
a very short time it must become one of the greatest, if not
the greatest, of our agricultural Provinces, And what shall
I say of that vast territory lying botween the Province of
Manitoba and the Rooky Mountains ? What oan I say, Sir,
except that we are only beginning to learn something of its
immense richness ? I understand that in the Upper House this
Session & committee will bs asked for to gather information
with regard to the great Territories lying beyond the well-
know fertile belt of the North-West—vast regions which are
said to be capable of growing grain and resring stock as
extensively as the settled portions of the older Provinces.
The only want I could find in that country, during a brief
visit to it, was a want of population, It is true, standing
here to-day we caunot eay that our schemes for attracting
immigration from older countries into this part of the
American continent have been as successful as we would
desire; we cannot say that we have secured as many of the
immigrants coming to thié continent as we could wish.
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Bat there is this fact to be taken in conjunction with the
one I have just mentioned. When we glance at the statis-
tios, we find that 85 per cent. of our present population are
pative born, and it is a matter for congratulation, as an evi-
dence of our self-reliance, that our great public works and
general development are due, in a large measure, solely to
our own native emergy. At the present time the pros:
pects, as regards immigration, are much more hopeful. Hon.
gentlemen on both sides must admit that the evidence to-
day shows, that very shortly, we shall have an immensely
inoreased immigration. It is not for me to discuss now the
reasons why we have not received what we consider would
have been our proper share of the immigration to this con-
tinent; but I may mention one reason, the force of which
hon, gentlemen opposite will appreciate. We know very well
that the agents of American land companies, and railway
companies, have been very energetic in the distribution of
libels on the climate of our North-West, and to a considerable
extent succeeded in indueing the people of other countries to

ut faith in the statements they so industriously circulated ;

ut I am confident hon. gentlemen wili agree with me
that the events of the past year must have dissipated those
false ideas and impressions, In all quarters sympathy has
been expressed, and tears have been sked, because of the
death and destruction that have followed in the wake of the
bliszards which, during the past year, visited those very
sections of the United States to which the tide of immigra-
tion was directed. But whilst death and destruction have
followed in the wake of the blizzards in the American North-
West, the people in our North-West have escaped these
calamities ; they have lived in comfort and safety, enjoying
the result of their toil, and their thousands of catile have
been graging in safety upon our plains, One of the import-

ant matters referred to in the Speech is the Fishery gques-

tion, a question of great interest to the Canadian people, Our
fishing industry is undoubtedly a very great industry, one
in whose operations no less a sum than $7,000,000 is invested
and 60,000 of our population employed, and which yields
an annual harvest to the Dominion reaching in the aggre-
gate a score of a million dollara, An industry of this im-
portance is one which commends itself to our protection on
all oocasions, and I think the action of the Government
throughont the whole dispute with the United States, in de-
fending what we regarded as our just rights, meets with tho
:;;proval of our people, irrespective of party, from one end

‘the country to the other. The positien of our Govern-
ment in this whole matter was & difficult one, They were
compelled by their duty, as the representatives of the Can-
sdian people, to defend our rights ; it was their duty as well
to see that, if possible, no rupture of the cordial relations
whtich hitherto existed between the two countries should be
occasioned. The dispute was an irritating one, one which
at'no time increased those friéndly relations, and at all
times was liable 1o lead to rupture of the same. Last year
we were pleased to learn that negotiations, with the view of
settling the difficulty, had beguv, and I am sure hon. gentle-
men on both sides will express their pleasure at the success-
ful termination of these negotiations. This is not just the
time to discuss the detzils of the treaty agreed upon by the
Commission. When the Bill for its ratification is brought
before the House, I understand it will be acccmpanied by
the correspondence and various papers bearing upon it,
8o that every facility will be given for a thorough dis-
cussion of its clauses and a thorough understanding of its
provisions. I believe the treaty to be a fair and equitable
settlement of a serious dispute between us and.the United
Swates. True, we may not have got all we wanted or de-
manded, but we could not expect to obtain everything. As
T understand the functions of a Commission of that kind, it
is organised for the purpose of arranging equivalents, We
have had, it is true, very serious attacks on the treaty, but
it is not the first treaty whioh has been attacked in this

Mr. Monragus,

country. In 1871, the right hon. gentieman who leads this
House, was most severely attacked with regard to the
treaty which resalted from the negotiations in which he, as
a British plenipotentiary, took part. A few years later on,
hon. gentlemen will remember, he was also vilified for not
having taken a humiliating position in order to secure
the extension of that same treaty, for having accepted
which ho had been previously so violently attacked. In
connection with the Fishery Treaty, it is, perhaps, satisfac-
tory to know that the American Administration are also
being attacked by the American fishermen for having
completely given ap the American contentions; the Gloa-
chester fishermen are, to-day, holding indignation meetings
and denouncing their Government for having, as they
claim, completely surrendered the American rights, by en-
dorsing this same treaty which our Government are con-
demned on this side for having endorsed. A treaty which
is thus condemned on both sides, by a certain section of each
people, we may conclude is a fair and equitable settlement of
& most serious dispute, one that places in a fair position of
rest the Treaty of 1818, concerning the interpretation of
which so much difficulty has arisen, At the same time, we
must express our belief and hope that, following in the
wake of the treaty, we will have enlarged commercial re-
lations with our neighbors. It is true that, in the search
for a natural market, we do not find a natural mar-
ket for all our products in the country further south ;
but, at the same time, we find there & natural
market for a limiled number of those products which it
would be conducive to the best interests of the people of
this country to cultivate. I trust, therefore, we will be suc-
cessful in arranging for au extension of trade in this respect
with our American friends, His Excellency has referred
to the prosperity of the country. That, I think, is a matter
upon which the Dominion, to-day, can be fairly congratulated.
There are evidences of our prosperity in our own country,
and there are evidences of that prosperity abroad. In visiting
the various classes of our people, we must become convinced
that we are enjoying a very widespread prosperity, If
we visit our capitalists and our monetary institu-
tions, we find that, with slight exceptions, they have
enjoyed & prosperous year; if we visit our business
men we find their credit unusually good and our
manufacturers increasing their already extensive oper-
ations, We also find our artisans and laborers em-
ployed at rates of wages very much in advance of what
was paid a few years ago. There is one fact to which I
cannot help pointing, and that is the absence during this
winter of the cries of want and misery we have so often
heard during othor winters from our cities. At the same
time, we must regret that from abroad, from the cities of
other countries, appeals for aid have come to our ears. At
the present time, while, I understand, a million people are
out of employment in Great Britain alone, hon. gentlemen
on both sides must admit that in this country not very
long willing hands wait for remunerative toil. The Toronto
Mail was, 1 believe, correct & fow months ago, when it said,
if Canadians would only devote a little attention to the
literature, so-called, of poverty in other countries, they
would have a higher opirion of the condition of their own,
It is true that since then the Mail has largely changed its
sympathies, so far as the two political parties are con-
cerned, but I would not snggest, for a moment, that the
Mail was less honest in the expression of its opinions then
than it claims to be at present, Whilst I am dealing
with this question, I might refer in words of com-
mendation to the efforts which are being made by
the Government for the extension of the trade of this
country with various countries throughout the worild. We
all remember that last year we were congratulated npon the
exhibit we made a8 a country at the Indian and Colonial
Exhibition in London, We are glad to learn from our busi-
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ness men in various sections of the country that the result
of that exhibit was to bring them trade which they did
not enjoy before. We have sent a Commissioner to the
Colonies in the Pacific Occan, and that Commissioner
reports that the chances are fair for a very large trade with
the Colonies in that part of the Empire. Hon. gentlemen
will remember that, a few years ago, there was an exhibi.
tion in Sydney, N.S.W., our exhibit at which was the
beginning of our trade with the Australasian continent.
We learn that there is to be shortly an exhibition at Mel-
bourne, and I have no doubt that our Government, always
seeking to oxtend our trade, will endeavor to obtain
an oxhibit there which will result in extending our
irade connections with Australia and bring abont
an interchange of trade between us and those our
sister Colonies. Then, we have taken sleps to seek out
a country in the South American continent, the Argen-
tine Republic, a great prosperous country with five mil-
lions of people, whose wealth lies in the 100,000,000
sheep and 50,000,000 cattle that feed upon its plains,
We find that their imports amount to some $90,000,000 of
goods, $50,000,000 worth of which could be supplied from
the workshops and factories of Canada, and I think that
the Government, in seeking to extend our trade with that
Republic, will meet with the approval of the various sec-
tions of this country. When I was in the Pacific Province,
I was glad to see, as one of the resalts of the completion
of our Canadian Pacific Railway, the shipping of China
and Japan resting in the beautiful harbor of the city
of Vanocouver, bringing the produsts of the Orient to this
continent, and carrying away the lumber and timber from
the worder!ul forests of the F'acific coast and the agricultursl
products of our Cunadian North-West. It is true that,
owing to the nature of these peoples, we may not be able to
cultivate that trade as rapidly as we would like, or as
rapidly as we might expect otherwise, but I think we are
none too hopeful when we say that only a few years must
elapse bofore we shall supply a great portion of what those
hundreds of millions of people consume in those two great
Eastern Empires, Even now, as I speak, are being built, in
the shipyards of the Clyde, steamers for the Pacific trade,
I remember that, a few years ago, we congratulated our-
solves upon having a line of steamships crossing the
Atlantic Ocean. But to.day, Sir, the traveller may,
from the ports of the old world, cross the Atlantic upon
elegant Canadian steamers. He may flit across the conti-
nent in palace cars, ever a railroad built by Canadian enter-
prise, and traversing from the Atlantic to the Pacific
nothing bat Canadian so0il ; and in the rear future, in a few
months, we hope that he will be able to continue his journey
across the Pacific Ocean to the ports of China and Japan
and the shores of the Island continent itself. A moment
ago [ incidentally montioned the city of Vancouver. I must
congratulate my hon, friend who comes from that district
upon representing a constituency which contains the best
evidence of Canadian energy and enterprise. A fow years
ago a groat forest covered its site. Now, anyono who enters
its limits will find a magnificent city with miles of well-
paved streets, dozens of magnificent business blocks and
muumerable well-built homes, having every evidence of
cultare and reficement. While I have been speaking of
this general prosperity of the country, hon. gentiemen may
say that I have not spoken of the prosperity of the farmers
of Canada, I admit very freely that an effort has been
made to discourage our agriculturists in this country, but
let me ask in what way are our agriculturists not prosper-
ous, and what agriculturists under the sun are more
prosperous than the Canadian farmers at the present time ?
Let me refer to the condition of the farmers in two great
oountries at the present hour. .The New York Times, which
has not very marked sympathy with Canada, tells us that:

8¢ The profit derived from American agriculture is now 80 small as to
be unworthy of the slightest consideration.”

And the position of farmers in the great mother country is
such as 1o call from Her Majesty in Her Speech to the Bri-
tish Parliament, the following words:—

**I deeply regret that there Lias been no corresponding improvement
observable in the coadition of agriculture. I commend the ianterests of
that great industry to your attentive care, hopicg that means may be
discovered to enable it to meet more effactively the difficulties under
which it labors.”

In view of the state of agriculture in England and in the
United States, it is pleasing 1o hear one of the professors in
the Agricultaral College ot the Province of Ontario stating
that our farmers as a class are prosperous and are making
money. But [ need not quote the testimony of any partic-
ular gentleman as to that tact, Hon. gentlemer who rep-
resent agricultural constituencies will bear me out in what
I ray. It has been stated that our farmers are for the most
part mortgage-burdened. I do not speak for the constitu-
encies of those mombers who assert that the farmers are
mortgage burdened, but, having the honor to represent
the county of Haldimand, an agricaltural county, I em-
phatically deny that the farmers there are a mortgage-
burdened community. Hon. gentlemen opposite who
have visited that community during the past year—and
I may say, by the way, that we have had a number
of those visitors—will, I am sure, agree with me that
they found there evidences of wealth and prosperity.
I believe that whatis true of Haldimand is also true of other
constituencies in this Province. It is trne that we have
some mortgages, but the latest returns show us that through-
out the Dominion we have mortgagos only to the amount
of $31,7938,28%, which, it they were placed wholly on the
farms of Ontario, would be ouly 9 per cent. of the value of
the same, Take for & moment the figures in regard to ten
States of the.American Union, which show the following as
the mortgages in those States :—

Ohi0 vvecreens covenenss tenesssnt vavraons 1rsses seorans .$ 761,000,000
Indiana . 398,000,000
1llinois. ... 620,000,080
Wisconsin... RN e 250,000,000
MichiZan. cecsiers corcersscesrnnnise siseenssase 360,000,000
Minnesota. . s cenretnansss sevanssasss sreseassnsns 175,000,000
JOWRt cereviess vanisreensesoses ssiss svres asesenennene 351,060,000
Nebraska,. «. 140,000,000
Kansas..,, v 200,000,000
MiBBOUTL L veirenes wveresss uarrs sonresanrons woeni sverns 237,000,000

-$3,422,000,000

That shows a total mortgage liability of $3,422,000,000 on
the whole valuo of the property of $13,931,000,000, or an
average of about 25 per cent. on the valne of the farm
properties in those ten States. The percentage in Obio is
2b, in Illinois it is 26 per cent., in Missouri it is 30 per cent.,
and 8o it ranges from 20 to 30 per cent. We have heard a
great deal about Dakota. Sometimes some Canadians jour-
nals have lauded the condition of the farmers of Dukota. In
that Territory they have a population of 600,000, and they
have $45,000,000 of mortgages, or $15 for each individual
and 8375 for each family, and that not on the rate of 6 or 7
per cent,, but at the rate of 10 per cent. in almost every case
almost every time, Then, take the State of Michigan, wilh
which the Province of Ontario can be very fairly compared,
and you find that they have farm property to the value of
$1,400,000,000, of which $700,000,000 is encumbered, with
mortgages to the amount of $350,000,000, or 25 per cent. of
the total value of the farm property in the State. Bat hon.
gentlemen will say, perhaps, that we should take the State
of New York, which may be more fairly compared with our
own Province of Ontario. I shall not trouble you with
the figures, but simply an expression contained in a report
of the New York Department of Agriculture with regard
to the Btate of New York, Let me read it all, becaunse it



6

COMMONS DEBATES.

FEBRUARY 24,

will have a favorable influence upon those gentlemen who
think that in the State of New York the farmers are more
prosperous thaun they are in our good Province of Ontario :

‘* On the whole, New York farmers are more in debt than they were
ten years ago. There are a large number of farms which were purchased
a few years ago and mortgaged, which now would not gell for more than
the face of the mortgages, owing to the depreciation of the farming lands,
which, on an average, is fully 83 per cent. in ten years. Probably one-
third of the farms 1 the State would not sell for more than the cost of
the buildings and other improvements, owing to the shrinkage.”
Now, then, Sir, hon, gentlemen may say that this large
sum of mortgages has been piaced on the farms of various
States of the Union for the purpose of making improve-
ments, or of purchasing new land., Well, I will not give
my own opinion upon that gquestion, but I will give the
opinion of the New York ZTimes, which deals with that
question, lately, in a long article. It says:

¢ The greater portion of the money represented by the faces of these
mortgages has not been expended in improving farms, because the
larger portion of the farms were equipped with buildings before the
mortgages were laid. The money has been spent to enable the farmers
to live. Ten States mortgaged for $3,422,000,000, and twenty-eight
States and eight Territories to hear from. We personally know that all
the agricultural Territories are heavily mortgaged. The total of the

farm mortgages of America undoubtedly closely approximates
$9,000,000,000.”

Now, Sir, it may be said that whilst our farms are not as
largely mortgaged as the farms of the United States, at the
same time our people seem less able to meet their cngage
ments, and the property taken by the morigage societies is
increasing. Woell, let me say that the Erie and Huron Loan
and Investment Society, whose headquarters aroc in London,
Ont., report that the arrearages are to-day only 4 per cent.
of the capital invested, and that they are 22 per cent. less
than they were on the 21st January, 1887 ; that only two-
thirds of the 1 per cent. on the capital employed comes
back in property to the company; and the farmers of the
vicinity have placed in their hands over one million of dol-
Iars for the purpose of investment. Then, Sir, taking the
report of the various loan societies in this Province I see
that, in 1880, the mortgages in default amounted to over 8
per cent, of thc whole. In 1886 only 3} per cent. of the
whole. The foreclosed mortgages in 1830 amounted to 4
per cent. of the whole, and in 1886 only 1% per cent. of the
whole. From these facts it may easily be scen thatthe ¢oa-
dition of our farmers, unlike their brethern of the Empire
State, is growing more prosperous as the years pass by,
Another fact, and I leave this matter, feeling certain, Sir,
that I have demonstrated to this House that our agricultur-
ists occupy & position which might well be envied by their
fellow farmers in whatever country. Ia Octario the value
of mortgaged property in 1886 increased, as compared with
1883, by $34,000,000, whilst the amount of mortgages only
increased by $12,000,000. Now, I have dealt with the evi-
dences of prosperity at home, let me deal for a momont with
the evidences abroad. Hon. gentlemen need not be told
that our Provincial securities are high in the foreign mar-
kets, nor need they be told that Dominion bonds, which a
few years ago were only worth 88, are to-day worth 103,
Let me, however, refer for a moment to the decrease in the
rate of interest which we are compelled to pay, and to com-
pare that with the decrease in the interest paid by other
colonies. Bince 1869 the iuterest upon British consols
£100, has decreased 6s., that upon India bonds ils. 3d.,
upon Cape Colony bonds £1 5s. 9d.,, New South Wales
£1 128. 94., Vietoria £1 10s. 9d., whilst the interest
upon Canadian bonds has decreased £1 19s, 94. This
state of facts calls forth from the Toronto (lobe, a paper
which is not in the habit of painting too bright & picture
with regard to Capada, the following expression :—

¢t Thus not only has the credit of Canada risen more than that of any
other colony, or than that even of England herself, but the credit of
Osanada actually stands to-day on the British market next to that of
Indis, which ig, to some extent, guarauteed by Britain."’

Mr. MoNTAGUE.

So, when we come to consider all these facts, we see that
His Excellency is abundantly justified in congratulatiog us
in this country upon the prosperity we enjoy.* But I may
be told that, notwitbstanding our seeming prosperity, we
have a great debt hanging over our heads whichb is bringing
to us impending ruin. I canonly say that, looking at the
figures, with regard to our credit in the money markets of
the world, the financial kings of those markets must have
adopted the idea of the hon. member for South Oxford (Sir
Richard Cartwright), when he presented to those people the

silver lining of the shield, and explained, quite groperly,
that our public debt stood for the large amount of develop-

ment that we have made and the large amomnnt of publie
works which we have constructed in this country. Now,

Sir, in face of all these facts, in face of the prosperity that
we are enjoying, in face of the development that we have

made in the few years since Confederation, we have no
reason to be discouraged in the work we have undertaken,

namely, to rear upon the foundations laid by the fatkers,

the framers of our Confederation, a great national super-

structure, and I trust that, in this House, and at this hour,

in view of our achievements in the past, are to be found

none who would discourage us in the work we have under-
taken. There was a time in this country when, under less
favorable circumstances, the pioneers might have become

discouraged in thie struggle in which they were engaged,

but they manfully continued the struggle, and the result of
their labors is seen in the great heritage which we enjoy at
the present time. I think, Sir, it ill becomes us, their sncces-
gors, to weary in the struggle we have taken up, where they
have dropped the implements of toil. It is, at the present

time, encouraging to sce that ihis feeling is widespread, and
that everywhere there is a feeling of hopefulness, a feeling
of confidence from end to end of the country, It is pleacant
to know that among the younger members of our popula-
tion is being developed a feeling of Canadian nationalism,

and it is that teeling only which can assist us in fulfilling the

great destiny which is reserved to us. This feeling should

pervade all classes of our population. No matter what blood

flows in our veins, we are Canadians; no matter to
what country wa look with pride as the home of
our fathers, it is to this coumntry that we owe first and
last our dovotion. No matter to what Province we may
turn with loving thoughts of home, true patriotism will
impel us to remember that we are citizens of a country

stretching from the shores of one ocean and reaching to
the shores of another. I say, Sir, if we are to fulfil our
destiny, it can only be by this feeling increasing, by the
fasion of the various parts into one great and harmonious
whole; it can only be by the Provinces uniting one with
the other, giving up the individual for the general weal ;

it can only be by section joining section, by sect vieing:
with sect in loyalty to the Constitution under which we all
enjoy the perfection of Christian liberty ; it can only be by
the representatives of the various nationalities which go to
form our five millions of people joining their hearts and
their hands in promoting the welfars of the land, upon
whose hospitable shores all find a welcome to full, free
citizenship, the enjoyment of political liberties and happy
homes. 8Sir, [ beg to thank hon. members on both sides of
this House for the kindness and consideration they have
extended to me, and to conclude by moving :

That a humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General to thank His Excellency for his gracious Speech at the
{:eo:‘xz?.encemant of the present Session, and further to assure His Excel-

1. That we receive with much pleasure His Excellency’'s expres-
sion of gratification at meeting us once more at the commencement of

the Parliamentary Session, and of congratulation upon the general
prosperity of the country.

2. That we are glad to learn that, although the labors of the hus-
bandman have not been rewarded in some portions of the Domiuion

by a0 adequate return, the harvest of last year has, on the whole, been
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plenteous, while in Manitoba and the North-West Territories it was one
of remarkable abundance.

8. That we are Plensed to be informed that the negotiations be-
tween Her Msjesty’'s Government and that of the United States for
the adjustment of what is known as ‘‘ The Fishery Question,” have
resulted in a Treaty which we ventnre to hope, with His Excellency,
may be considered by us as honorable and eatisfactory to both nations.

4. That we thank His Excellency for his assurance that the Treaty,
with the papers and correspondence relating thereto, will be laid be-
fore us, and that any measure to give effect to its provisions will receive
our careful consideration.

8. That we learn with interest that the extension and develop.
ment of our system of railways have not only rendered necessary
additional safeguards for life and property, but have given greater fre-
quency to questions in which the interests of »rival companies are found
to be in conflict, and to require authoritative adjustment; and that as
further Jegislation appears to be needed for these purposes, any measure
submitted to us for the consolidation and improvement of ** The Railway
Act” will be earefully considered by us.

6. That we thank His Excellency for informing us that experience has
shown that amendments are 1equired to make the provisions of the Act
respecting Elections of Members of the House of Commons more effective
and more convenient in their operation, and that wa will csrefully
consider any measure submitted to us for the amendment of that Statute.

7. That we will willingly consider any measure laid before us for the
amendment of the Act respecting Controverted Elections, with a view
to the removal of certain questions of interpretation which have arisen
and which should be set at rest.

8. That we are pleased to learn that His Excellency’s Government has
availed itself of the opportunity afforded by the recess to consider the
numerous suggestions which have been made for improving the details
of the Act respecting the Electoral Franchise, and that any measure
submitted to us for the purpose of simplifying the law and greatly less-
ening the cost of its operation, will receive our earnest attention.

9. That His Excellency having been pleaged toinform us that the growth
of the North-West Territories renders expsdient an improvement in the
gystem of government and legislation atfecting that portion of the Dom-
inior, any Bill for that purpo:e laid before us will be earnestly considered.

10. That we will carefully consider any Bill submitted to us to make
8 larger portion of the modern laws of England applicable to the
Province of Manitoba, and to the North-West Territories, in regard t)
matters which are within the control of the Parliament of Canada, but
which have not, as yet, been made the subject of Canadian legislation.

11. That His Excellency may rest assured that all measures laid
before us, especially Bills relating to the Judiciary, to the Civil Service
Act, and to the audit of the Public Accounts, will receive our earnest
attention.

12, That we thank His Excellency' for informing us that the Ac-
counts for the past year will be laid before us, and that we shall
respectfully consider the Estimates for the ensuing year; and that our
thanks are due to His Excellency for the information that they have
been prepared with a due regard to economy and the requirements of
the public service.

18. That His Excelleney may rest assured that these important sub-
jects, snd all matters affecting the public interests which may be
prought before us, will receive our best consileration, and that we
thank Hig Excellency for the expression of his confidence in our readi-
ness to address ourselves to them with earnestness and assiduity.

~ Mr. JONCAS. (Translation.) Mr. Speaker, on rising to
gecond the proposition of my hon. and eloquent friend,
the member for Haldimand (Mr. Montague), I cannot refrain
from a certain feeling of apprehension which one naturall y
experiences on being called for the first time to take part in
the debates of this House. Had I consulted only my incom-
petence to treat the important questions which will come
up for deliberation during the present Session, I should as-
suredly have held myself aloof, but, aware that the spirit of
indulgence animates all the members of this honorable
House, I take heart at this knowledge and feel reassured by
the kird welcome which you have just given me. 1 eagerly
join my hon, friend from Haldimand (Mr. Montague) in his
regret at the departure from among ns of His Kxcellency
the Governor General, and, in the name of the French Can-
adian population of the Dominion, I am certain that I echo
their sentiments whenI declare that this departure is viewed
by them with sorrow. Insummarising and d iscussing, with
his u-ual eloquence and skill, the several paragraphs of the
Speech from the Thione, the hon. member for Haldimand
(Mr. Montague) has singularly lightoned my task, and I
have comparatively litt'e to add to his remarks, It is Lhe
rule, Mr. Speaker, at the opening of a Session of this Parlia-
mwen', in good years as in ovil, in years of deurth as in the
years of plenty, to hear those who uro commissioned to pro
pose the adoption of an Address ia reply to the Speech of
His Excellenvy, declare that peace and prosperity prevail

in our country, but there perhaps never was a time when
such a declaration was better justified by facts than on this
occasion. OQur ugriculture has not, in a long time, been
more productive, our commerce more flourishing, and our
industrics more thrifty than they are at present. Thanks
to tho political system whose device is ‘‘ Cansda
for Canadians,” our manufacturers expand the range
of their operations, employ a larger number of hands,
enhance the ocase and contribute & more powerfnl
argument in favor of the wizcdom of that policy of protec-
tion which bas created the wealth and strength of many
other countries, and which assures the Canadian Confede-
ration & brilliant {uture, There is further ground for con-
gratulation, Mr. Speaker, in the iatelligence that the sole
cloud which darkened our political sky last year is on the
ove of disappearing, if it has not already vanished out of
sight. There is ground for trust, that the Imperial Par-
liament, the Congress of tho United Slates, and the Parlia.
ment of Canada, will ratify the clauses of the treaty which
has just been signed by tho gentlemen charged with the
duties of the Commission at Washington. The treaty
which will be laid upon the Table of this House, probably
to-day, for ratification, will furnish proof that the line of
conduet, wise, prudent and energetic, followed by the Goy-
ernment, in pursuit of a satisfactory settlement of this
kuootty fisheries question, deserves the general approval of
this House and of the conntry. The secrets of the future
are unknown to me, but the action of the Government
inspires me with confidence. I have reason torest satisfied
with the present condition of this question, and I have no
doubt that they who assumed the burdensomo mission of
going to defend our cause at the Washington conference,
msado sure that, while sturdily guarding ouar naval interests,
they screened us from conflicts detrimental to the general
economy of our Confederation. I speak of the energetio
defence of our paval interests, because, Mr, Speaker,
whether viewed from the national standpoint, the
standpoint of economy or the standpoint of business
relations, the fisheries of Canada are of the highest
importance, I do not hesitate to repeat beforo this
House what I have already stated soveral times before,
ard do not apprebend that I shall bo charged with
exaggeralion when I say that the Contederation of Ca.
vada is in possession of the richest and mo:t extensive
fishing fislds of the whole world. As national domain,
their valuc is priceless; as a ground of exploration thrown
open to commerce aud to the spirit of enterprise and ,indus-
try, they are well nigh exhaustless, and further, furnish our
people & plentiful and cheap food, easily accessible to all,
If we examine the pages of history, Mr. Speaker, we find
that, in all ages, the nations holding the sea coasts and the
people dwelling by the sea, have uuderstood the importance
of their fisheries, and those who have worked them have
become prosperous, aud successful in war and traffic,. We
see that the most famous and prosperous nations are
those who pursue navigation and the fisheries, and that
the most prosperous are they who trace their origin
from their fishermen. Tyre, Veaice, Byzantium, and
the Constantinople of to-day were celebrated among the
cities of ancient times, and they owed their fame, their
power, and their wealth, only to the fishermen who had
pitched their tents either on the shores of the Adriatic Sea
or on the Straits between the Bluck Sea and the Mediter-
rancan. Who does not kaow the important part played by
Holland, in Earope, during the rixieenth century? Who
does recall the high deeds of renowned Dutch admirals in
those days? Anito whom is Holland indebted for this
fame if not to her fi-hermen, who bzcume great sailors, and
to her fisheries which made her one of the richest nations
on the globe ? Mure rocently we behold the English, the
French, the Norwegians and the Spaniards take an
active part in fisheries, with an ardor of rivalry, not
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alone with the view of npourishment and trade, but
especially to preserve the mastery of the seas. And
this day, if Britain is the first naval nation in
the world, if her commerce is the most outspread,
ite colonal possossions the vastest and the most im-
portant, does she not owe this almost incalcnlable wealth,
according to the opinion of her most distinguished states-
men, to the importance of hor fisheries which are the found-
ation of her present prosperity? And where does the
Buoglish navy recrait its best sailors, if not among that
hardy pcople,among those bold fishermen who, brought up,
as it wore, in a fishing-boat are, from infancy,accustomed to
face with calm the perils of the ocean and to regard as
their territory and their own property the several seas that
are crossed by English men of war and merchantmen ? And,
Mr. Speaker, when we consider the thousands of miles of
marine coasts which offer inexhaustible riches to our toil,
the 100,000 seamen who, in our young country, are already
directly or indirectly employed in the fisheries; when we
witness the energy, hardihood and skill of our fishermen,
as many of us have had personal opportunity of doing, I
cannot help believing that the future, the future more speci-
ally of the Provinces of Nova Scotia, Quebac, New Brans-
wick and Prince Edward Island—perhaps, in their whole
extent, not as adapted to tilling as our western Provinces
—depends in & grest measure on the encouragoment and
protection which we will give our naval population, and
that one of the chief sonrces of our national prosperity is to
be found in the deptbs of the seas, whose value we may not
have sufficiently known and apprecisted. Weo are informed
by the distinguished writer, Liacépéle:

¢ The fisheries Jn‘eceded the tillage ot the field. Itis proper to civi-
lised peoples, and so fir from being opposed to the progress of farming,
to trade and manufactures, it increages the fruits of the latter.

$¢If in the beginning of societies, fishing afford smen, still half savage,
s sufficient and wholesome food, if it teaches them not to fear the
di.ngler of the deep, if it makes sailors of them, it gives to more advanced
people plentiful harvaests for the needs of the poor, varied tributes for
the luxuries of the rich, choice preparations for commerce abroad, fer-
tile composts for barren fislds. [t forces men to cross the seas, to brave
the ice of the poles, to staud the fires of the equator, to strnggie against
storms, and it breeds experienced seamen, bold tradesmen and doughty
warriors.”’
All nations that figuro to-day at the head of progress,
civilisation and commerce, and, in special, the British, the
French, the Datch, the Americans, the Norwegians and
others, attribute and atiuch as much importance to the pro-
ducts of the sea as they do to the producis of the land, and
this importance is due not only to the immense riches
which may be drawn from the depth of the sea, without
visibly draining its supply, but beocause the fisheries are &
school like to no other for a large number of solid men,
schoeled against danger, skilled in trade during times of
peace, and among whom their country will always find
valiant defenders in the day of mational peril. Bounded
on the merth by the Arotic Ocean, on the east by the At-
lamtic Qcean, and on the west by the Paeific Ocean,
Canada can bomst, Mr, Speaker, of at least 10,000 miles of
nayal coast, bordered by waters rich in marketable fish of
all'kinds. It js to these splendid fisheries that our nsigh-
bors of the American Union desired to have access. They
pretended to have, equally with ourselves, the right to draw
from this well of richuess, The fact that the Americans
have always held, with steadfastness, to a common right
sud privilege of working these fisheries, the eagerness
which they always manifested to obtain the enjoyments
of these oxtensive and luorative privileges, are so many
proofs of the importance of their posscssion, and their
manufacturing and commercial value. We owe a debt of
acknowledgment, Mr, Speaker, to the present Govern-
ment for having understood the importance and
walue of this national property, and having cmployed the
means of defending it against the encroachmeats of our

understanding which should never cease to exist between
two nations having identical interests to shield and shelter,
Although our fisheries are far from having acquired, as yet,
all the development which is within them, the yearly pro-
duct which, in 1870, was only $7,000,000, now rises almost
to the sum of $20,000,000. And yet, aithongh the exten-
sive organisation of our Department of Fisheries, and our
mode of collecting statistical information are cited as models,
oursystem, as indeed all those of the same sort elsewhere, is
deficient in several respects, and one can easily understand
that in a country vast and extensive as is Canada where
every dweller on the sea-shore, or the lake shore—these
lakes a real inland seas. Can, on stepping a fow feet away
from his door, draw food for his family, it is impossille for
our statistical writers to make reports with mathematieal
acouracy. Thus these $20,000,000, just mentioned, do not
represent, 80 to speak, the value of the fish prepared
for the market only, It would be mnecessary to add
to this amount the value of the fish taken for
local consamption, and even the fish taken in Canadian
waters by foreign fishermen, especially of the neigh-
boring republic. Thus, as was said by my hon. friend,
the member for Northumberland, (Mr. hgitchell), when
he presided, with equal talent and honor to himself and his
country, over the destinies of the Department of Marine and
Fisheries of Canada, whether we consider them from the
standpoint .of the extent, importance, and abundance of food
which they afford, as from the point of view of their still
greater valne as resources suzceptible of constantly increas-
ing development and unlimited production, the fisheries
of the Canadian cosasts are a national property at once pre-
cious and enduring, These fisheries annually employ a
ocapital of several millions of dollars, give occupation and
the means of livelihood to hundreds of thousands of persons,
favors the development of our commercial marine and our
foreign trade, keeps ever in activity and ready for uee a
plucky and stalwart race of sailors, and for these reasons,
they deserve our serious attention, an enlightened apprecia.
tion, and & protection commensurate with their value and
their importance. And still, Mr. Speaker, while acknow-
ledging their whole value and their importance, we should
claim f.om the Governmenst fuil protection for our fisheries,
But we have not the right, however, to ask that greater
iulerests should be sacrificed to this protection, Neither
must we overlook the fact—indeed wo should seriously con-
sider it—that it is altogether in our interests to maintain,
with the 60,000,000 inhabitants of the neighboring republie,
the most friendly relations possible in all manner of com-
mercial affairs, Neither must we forget that a continnation
of the strained relations existing last year between the
United States and Capada, might give rise to serious con-
flicts and work immense harm to the business of both
countries. This has been properly understood by the mem-
bers of the present Administration, who have surely aright,
not only to the greetings, but also to the gratitude of the
country. It is & clear case, Mr, Speaker, that to remove
the uneasy feeling arising out of the interpretation of the
Treaty of 1818, and reaching an understanding on a question
which placed so many interests at stake, mutual conces-
gions were imperative, but the dekate on the clauses of the
treaty which we shall be called upon to ratify, will show
that we have not conceded too much; thal we have yielded
nothing of major importance, and that the complaints
already put forth in certain quarters ave not well founded.
Representing in this House a county deeply interested in
the protection of the fisheries, I should bo the first to
withdraw my support from the Government if I thought
that they had sacrificed us in the Washington Commission ;
bat I am happy to be able to proclaim my satisfaction and
to state thut the interests of my oconstituents have been
guarded by -this treaty whioh is dispel to develop the

neighbors, without ceasing, however, to maintain the good ! relations.between the two countries and despite an element

M. Joncas.
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of serious and dangerous oconflict which might have
brought on grave complications, and compromise the
peace nevessary to the advancement of our young country
and the development of its immense resources. The re-
vision and amendment of the laws relating to our railways,
the Aot concerning the Election of Members to the House of
Commons, the Controverted Elections Aot, the Civil Service
Aoct, the Electoral Franchise Act, and the improvement in
the system of Government in the North-West, are all impor-
tant questions which will occupy our attention. The very
considerable increase in the population of the Canadian
North-West, and its rapid development will entail not only
important amendments, but even an almost radical change
in the existing laws in order to harmonise them with the
new conditions into which the country has entered in late
years. With respect to the laws affecting the election of
members of this House, if experience has proved the need
of modifying them, to render their administration more
effective and easy, we should not be blind to the circum-
stance, Mr. Speaker, that several of the trials for the
invalidation of elections, held during the recess, have brought
to light a lamentable state of things, and 1 feel convinced
that every member of the House will back the Government
in its attempts to stay this flood of corruption which
threatens to invade our electoral body and constitutes a
real danger for the future of our Parliamentary institutions,
In conclasion, Mr. Speaker, I beg to thank yoa and this
House for the kind attention and the tokens of sympathy
which you have been pleased to impart to me.

Mr. LAURIER. Mr. Speaker: I am entrusted by Her
Majesty’s Opposition in this House to present the views of
hon. gentlemen on this side of the House on the questions
suggested by the Speech from the Throne. Before I pro-
ceed I am sure the House will bear with me if I pause to
give expression to the inexpressible regret felt by the Op-

sition in this House, and largely shared, I am confident, by

on, gentlemen on the other side, that the seat of the hon.
member for West Durham (Mr. Blake) is still vacant by
reason of ill-health., I am sure that everyone will agree
with me that st any time Canada could ill afford to lose the
services of one of views s0 broad and of abilities pre-eminent,
and [ am sure also that on the present oceasion when 80
many important questions are looming up for discussion and
determination, the absence of the hon. gentleman from his
seat will be felt as a national calamity. It is & more
pleasant duty to me, Sir, to offer to the mover and seconder
of the Address my hearty congratulations, if they will ac-
cept them from me, on the very able manner in which
they have discharged what is always a very difficult task.
I am sorry to say, and perhaps I will not surprise them or
any hon, member in this House, if I state at once that I
cannot agree in everything they have said ; but there is one
thing upon which I can cordially agree with them, and it
is one on which everybody, not only in this House
but in the country at large, will agree with them,
in the gracious tribute which both of those hon,
gentlemen paid to His Exeelloncy the Governor General.
Lord Lansdowne came here with an illustrious name, made
illustrious, not only by his own career but by preceding
generations of statesmen, and if I were to characterise,
according to my own jadgment, what has been his career
in this country, I would say that it has been characterised
all through by eminent wisdom, and when he leaves us—I
am sure 1 am speaking the feelings of every Canadian when
I say this—wherever he goes and wherever he may be he
will carry with him our esteem and affection, and oar hope
of ever-inoreasing success for himself,

Now, Sir, the,

similar ocoasion, the right hon, gentleman at the head of the
Government stated that he did not share the opinion once
oxpressed by his former colleague, Sir George E. Cartier,
who on one occasion stated that he never would be satisfied
until the only measure brought down by the Government
of the day would be the Supply Bill. at, 8ir, while the
hon. gentleman protested against that course, in my humble
opinion he was doing indirectly the very thing against
which he was protesting. For instance, last year the Speech
from the Throne stated :

¢t Your attention will be invited to the expediency of establishing &

Department of Trade and Commerce under the supervision of a respon-
sible Minister.”
That statement was somewhat controverted by the bon.
member for West Durham (Mr. Blake), when reviewing the
StPeeeh—-that is to say, he doubted the utility or expediency
of establishing sach & department, and the right hon,
gentleman detended his measure, or rather his contemplated
measure, with some warmth and vigor, The right hon.
gentleman gave his reason for this new departure in the
following language :—

“I was not prepared for the sneer of the hon. gentleman as to one of

the modes which had been adopted by the Government for the develop-
ment of the trade and commerce of the country. The hon. gentleman
says he hopes there are gome other steps to be taken than that of taking
s new departure. The hon. gentleman must know that from year to
year the different Ohambers of Oommerce and Boards of Trade of
Canada have been representing to the different Governments of the
country, have been petitioning for the establishment of such a depart-
ment as is proposed, and for the appointment of a Minister specially
charged with the interests of trade and the development of the commerce
of the Dominion. I have evidence of this desire from every great city in
Canadas, and trom every great commercial body formed for the purpose
of aiding iz the development of trade, and in obedience to this universal
ory the Government have resolved to establish a department especially
devoted to those subjects.’’
That measure was brought down, it was carried and isnow
on the Statute-book. Bat, Sir, I vainly look over the
Treasury benches to see the Minister who is to take charge
of trade and look after the interests of commerce. It would
seem a8 if the Government, as soon a8 they had resolved to
carry out the wishes of the trado and establish a depart-
ment specially devoted to that purpose, had exhausted their
enorgies. I will not make any odious comparisons, but I
will say that in my opinion that the way of the Govern-
ment seems to be paved with good intentions, but is deficient
in good deeds. I ask, what can the matter be? Am I to
suppose, I think I am forced to suppose, that the Govern-
ment have come to the conclusiou expressed by Mr. Blake,
that the formation of the new department was inexpedient.
If I must not believe that, what am I to believe ? would
have to believe that this apparent desire to meet the wishes
of trade and commerce was nothing else than a blind for
the passing of & measure of patronage which might be kept
for an emergency; or, perhaps, I would have to balieve that
the representations of the commercial bodies having once
met with the consideration of the Government were retarn-
ed to the pigeon-holes and there forgotten, and treated with
no more respect than if they had come from Indians or
Half-breeds, Again, upon the same occasion we were told
in the Speech from the Throno:

‘‘You will also be asked to consider the propriety of making such
improvements in the organisation of the Departments of Justice, Ous-
toms and Inland Revenue as will provide greater facilities for the dis-
patch of the large and increasing volume of business with which those
departments are charged.’”’

But it turned out, when matters were developed, that the
improvement so far as regards the Departments of Customs
and Inland Revenue, was that the Minister of Customs ard
Minister of Inland Revenue were to be improved out of ex.

Speech promiees us several measures of legislation, some of | istence. I am glad to see, and I say it in all sincerity, that
which 1 am sure may prove ve:y useful; but I am rather | the Minister of Customs and the Minister of Inland Revenue
sceptical, judging of the futare by the past, that many of  have both their heads solid on their shoulders. But again
them will come to avything like practical legislation, or, if | I ask, what can the matter be ? —what is the reason Dgrat,
they éio, that they will be put into force. Last yesr, upon & when, last year, it was in the public interest, that those hon,
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gentlemen should be improved out of existence, they still
are in existence? Are we to suppose again that on this
occasion the public weal has been sacrificed for private con-
venience? There was another measure proposed: an im-
provement was t0 be made in the Department of Justice,
an improvement which turned out to be the appointment
of a Solicitor General. You are aware, Mr. Speaker, that
not the slightest word of objection was offered on this side
of the House to that measure; on the contrary, it
has been for a great mauny years the opinion on
this side of the House that the appointment of such
an officer was requisite in the public interest, and, indeed,
this was one of the measures brought down by the Mac-
kenzie Administration when they were in power. 1
am aware that the measure at that time, though it is now
acknowledged to be in the public interest, was bitterly
sssailed, combined though it was with another measure,
that is to say a measure for the suppression of the office of
Receiver General, which would have made the new office
cast no additional burdens on the revenue of the country.
That measure was bitterly assailed and finally it was de-
feated, if I remember rightly, in the other House. But
after ten years the Government took up those two measures,
and I am glad to say that the Administration of the hon,
member for East York (Mr. Mackenzie), who 1 am also
sorry to say is kept away from his seat by ill-health, has
received tho fullest vindication at the hands of its own ad-
versaries, those who opposed it with great vigor at that
time; and I ean add that this is not the ouly instance where
the course and policy of the hon. gentleman has been vindi-
cated, and the people are commencing to appreciate the
value of the ssrvices which he gave to the country, and to
realise that the most valuable public servant is not he who
panders to popular prejudices, but he who seeks to carry out
true principles, though they may fail to give him victory,
but lead him into defeat, It was in the public interest last
yesr that we should have a Solicitor Gevreral ; yet this year
we have no such officer. Again I ask, what can be the mat-
ter ? The ministerial press told us, if I recollect correctiy,
and prominent supporters of the Government told us, that
the right hon. gentleman was feeling the pulse of the con-
s'ituencies to sec wheiher the country was favorable to
such an office; whether the pulse w.s responsive or not we
do not know, But here is the fact, that three mocasures
which were brought down last year in the public interest,
and which were placed upon the S'atate-book, ave still in-
operative., Again] agk, what can the matter be? Ifthose
measures were brought down simply as adornments of the
Speech from the Throne, I prefer the frank statement of
Sir George Cartier, who said that he would not be satisfied
until the Speech from the Throne contained noth-
ing but the Supply Bill; if, on the other hand,
those measures were brought down in the pablic interest,
the Government is censarable for not having acted upon them.,
Several measures which are to be broughtdown this year
will certainly, if they are carried out, prove to be of
interest and value to the country. The eleciion law
is unsatisfactory as it is, and ought to be amended, and
I hope the first amendment which will be made to
that law will be one depriving the Government of
the power they have today of selecting the returning
officers, and embodying the principle that the man who is
to stand as umpire between contending parties should not be
selected at the bidding of the candidate, as ha+ often been the
case in the past, but should be & permareut offiver of the
law, a3 in every other country. With regari to the Cor-
troverted Eloctions Act, we have certaiuly seen enough dur-
ing the recess to convince us that it requites improvemeant,
for we have found judges ia Ontario, in Quebec and in New

Branswick differing from each other as 10 the proper inter- i
protation of the Act, and it is time for us to try to settie by |
legislation the questions which jurisprudence has not been -

Mr, LAURIER.

able to settle, with regard to the Franchise Act. That Act
has certainly a very checkered career. [t was passed in
1885, put in operation in 1886, suspended in 1&87, and is to
be amended in 1888; and I express the hope—1 do not
know whether it will be fulfilled or not—that it will be
repealed in 1889. Sir, the more that Act is discussed,
the more apparent I believe it will become that the
principle advocated by the Opposition is the true principle,
namely, that the franchise should be left to be fizxed by
the different Provinces, because the franchise is a com-
plex question, the application of which must vary according
to the education, the manners and the habits of the people
of the different Provinces, With regard to the Fisheries
Treaty, I think it is premature to discuss that question at
this moment, and I am not going to express any opinion upon
it just now. The Speech expresses the hope that tho treaty
will be found to be honorable and satisfactory to both
nations. Well, Sir;, I will only say that I hope it
may, but I would not be led to that conclusion by a
perusal of the blue-book which was issued by the
Government, and the most admirable Miputes of Council
which wero prepared aud sent to England in support of our
contention as to the interpretation of the Treaty ot 1818, The
Spsech affirmed the great prosperity of the country, and
both the mover and the seconder of the Address have devot-
od the greatest portion of their remarks to an emphatic de-
monstration of that assertion, Sir, I have slways marvel.
led at the resolute tenacity with which ministerial orators
continue to affirm, in spite of the facts, that the country is
prosperous, I make the completely contrary assertion—I
say that to-day the country, far from being prosperous, is
in the very reverse condition.

Some hon, MEMBERS: No, no.

Mr. LAURIER, Yes. I say there never has been &
time in the history of Canada when the agricultural classes,
who form the bulk of this nation, have been in so depressed
a condition as they are in to-day. The truth is, the:: is to-
day a general feeling of discontent, and a desire for so~e.
thing to turn up which will remove the agricultural de-
pression which exists. My hon. friend the member for
Haldimand (Mr. Muntague) quoted statistics to prove that
we are prospercus ; but if we are, why is it that hundreds
of Canadians are turning their backs on this prosperity ?
How is it that, day after day, hundreds and thousands ot our
people are leaving that prosperity to scek homes on the
other side of the line? The permanent excdus from which
this country is suffering is the best evidence that this
prosperity, of which ministerial orators so frequently talk,
exists only in their mouths; and against the boasting and
self-glorification which we constantly hear from them, the
1,000,000 Canadians who are today living on the soil of
the United States are a living protest. I can understand
emigration from distressed Ireland, from over-populated
England, from Secandinavia, and from Germany, where
the people are crushed by the iron heel of a military
despotism ; but why is it, I ask, that this free country can-
not keep its native population at home ? Tha reason is not
to be found in the country itself; it is a8 good & country as
can be found under the sun; bat the reason is in the vicious
economical system which exists, and it cannot be found in
anything else. It bas been our aim for mary years past to
open to settloment the vast and fertile fiells which we
possess, We have sent agents to Europe who have not
painted our country in the black colors in which the hos.
member for Halton said it was painted by American agents.
We have sent agents to Europe who have done their best to
bring immigrants to this country, and to a certain extent
they have succeeded, Immigrants have been brought hrre,
but where are the settlers ? Not only immigrants, but our
own people are deserting in scores, and hundreds and thou-
sands, and what can the cause be it it is not to be fouud
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in the vicious economical system which we have followed
for severul years ? By the fruits ye shall know the tree,
and what are the fruits of this tree? Rings, monopolies

and combinations, which increase the wealth ofindividvals

at the expense of the community—rings and combinations
by which greedy men secure by law trom foreign competi-
tion, are holding the people of this country in their claws,
and wringing from them—out of their bread, their fuel,
their very necessar.es of life—an unfair and illegitimate
gain. That is the position of affairs, and that position can-
not be long tolerated. I say it is the duty of the people of
this country and of Parliament to apply themselves at once
to the consideration of the condition of this country, and to
take steps to put an end to that condition., We must go
further—we must also do something to put an erd to the
emigration from the country; we must find the means of
keeping in our own country our own population with
which God has blessed us. It is not only general considera-
tions of policy, but even financial reasons that should make
us feel bound to take that course, becanse to-day we are
saddled with financial liabilities which we have incurred
under the expectation that we should have in the country not
only our own population but a large influx of foreign popula-
tion. It is a matter of history, which cannot be contradicted,
that the people of this country would never have consented
to the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway, had
they been led to understand the cost of it would have to be
defrayed by increased taxation. While they were willing
to build the road, they always insisted that its constraction,
whether rapid or slow, should not anticipate, but should go
on concomitant with our power of bearing taxation, They
always insisted that the construction of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, whether rapid or gradual, should keep
pace with the resources of the country. That condition
was expressed in Parliament again and again. We find it
expressed in the very first Act passed, the Act of 1872.
In that Aet it was provided:

* Whereas the House of Commons of Oanada resolved during the said
1ast Session that the said railway should be constructed and worked as
a private enterprise and not by the Dominion Government, and that the
Pnblic aid to be given to such undertaking should consist of such

iberal grants of lands, and sach subsidies, in money or otherwige, with-
out increasing the present rate of taxation, as the Parliament of Canada
should thereafter determine.”

Such was the very first, the initial step, taken in the
constraction of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Two ycars
later, after a change of Government and also after a change
of policy, when the Government uadertook to build the
railway themselves, they determined that it ehould be
built exactly upon the same lines—that is to say, without
jocreasing taxation. After reciting the history of the case,
the resolution goes on to say :

¢ And whereas it is proper to make provision for the construction of

the said work as rapidly as the same can be accomplished withous fur-
ther raising the rate of taxation.”
Two yesrs later this feeling was 80 much ingrained in the
minds of the people that it was thought proper, when a sum
of money was required, to go on with the construction of
the road, that is to say the preliminary work, to add the
following rider to the proposition :

‘‘While granting this sum, this House desires to record its view that
the arrangements for the construction of the Canadisa Pacific Railway
should be such as the resources of the country will permit without in-
creasing the existing rates of taxation.”

There cannot, therefore, be any doubt at all that the object
of the Canadian j.cople ever was to keep the cost of con-
struction of the rallway within the existing taxation of the
country, and to prevent its being made an additional bur-
den. T¢-day, however, despite this oft-reiterated des:re, the
people find themseives saddled with an enormous debt, and
that in the teeth of these resolations which still stand upon
our Statute-books as the law of the land. Though this law
bas never been superseded, the resistance of the people was

overcome. And how? It was overcome by the delusive
promises and by the fallacious statements that the rapid
construction of the railway would bring such an influx of
population into our territorIy that there would be no neces.
sity to increase tazation, beg the House to keep this
fact well in mind: that one of the conditions under which
the railway was built was the expectation of the people
that its constraction would bring so great an influx of pop-
ulation into our unsettled North-West, that the cost would
not bear upon the people. That was the statement made
by the right hon. gentleman himself. He stated, in 1880,
after he had come back to power, that, for that year, he cal-
culated the number of immigrants who would come in our
North-West, would be 25,000; he calculated upon an in-
crease of 25,000 for the following year, and 80 on until
1890. Here is the very language he made use of :

¢ Then we calculate that as 25,000 people will goin this year, we may
add, each year, an increase of 5,000, so that we may expect 30,000 to go
in next year. This is & very small percentags, if we look to the results
from railway enterprise in the United States. We assume, therefore, an
inerease of 5,000 & year till 1890, and expect in that year 75,000 settlers in
our North-West. I think that is a very moderate estimate. On those
figures the estimate of the total cash revenue to be received for the lands
by 1890, is $38,593,000.”

Then he went on to say what would be the revenue not col-
lected, and he estimated it for mortga%es on pre-emptions
$16,430,000, mortgages on railway lands, $16,272,000,
making a total of $71,395,000 upon which to put the cost of
the Canadian Pacific Railway. The calculation would
have been perfectly right and legitimate had the expecta-
tions of the right hon. gentleman proved true. If we had
received immigrants at the rate of 25,000 a year, if we had
received something like these figures, nothing could be said
against this policy now. If to-day, though we have not
reached 1890, we could depend on sumething approaching
those figures, the calculation of the hon. gentleman would
have proved true, and the people would have not more taxa-
tion to bear than they had formerly. True the hon: gentle-
man was good enough to deduct from his estimate $2,000,-
000 for expenses in collecting the $72,000,000, leaving at
least $69,000,000 available cash to meet the liabilities in-
curred by the country in the construetion of the road. Some
time later, the then Minister of Railways (Sir Charles Tup-
per) dilated upon the same idea. He did not altogether cor-
roborate the figures of the right hon. gentleman—I do not
mean to say that he at all controverted them—put he went
on to another side of the argument, and said that the in-
crease of population would, in all probability—not in all
probability, but certainly—bring into the Treasury
$60,000,000 Customs revenue received from those immi-
grants, He said:

‘ But supposing the land does not give us that, we have an authority

which hou. gentlemen will accept, that the Customs revenue from the
people who will go into the country during the next ten years will
furnish the interest on $69,000,000."”
Woll, the census of Manitoba, and the census of the North-
West Territories have dispelled all those great expecta.
tions ; and as to the sale of the lands, instead of receiving
$60,000,000 or $70,000,000, we have received, from 1880
to 1886, just $4,351,615.

Mr. MITCHELL. That is about as near as he generally
gets,

Mr. LAURIER, Thatis not yet all received, because
out of that we have to deduct $3,5600,000, for surveys and
expenses connected with the surveys, which leaves the
small amount of $700,000 or $800,000, and if from that
we deduct the othe: expenses, we will find that absolately
nothing isleft. So that of all the great expectations we were
deluded with as to the $70,000,0u0, which was to go into
the Treasury to defray the taxation of the people, we have
not yet received one cent nor can we depend upon receiv-
ing one cent. The result is that while it was contemplated
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that the construction of the road would not increase the
taxation of the country, while the wish of the people
was that their taxation should not be increased, they
have, to-.day, to meet that extra taxation without any
of the resources npon which they depended at that time to
meot the liabilities. Now, this is an important matter.
If we go on with our present population, if we keep on at
the same figure, if, instead of increasing, our population is
to continue leaving us by the scores and hundreds, the
result cannot fail to be very serious. Should a commercial
depression occur similar to that which took place some
years ago, we would have to face the most serious crisis in
our finances. The Speech goes on to deal with the good
orop of Manitoba, and my hon. friend from Haldimand also
dilated at some length on this subject. True, Manitobs,
this year, has been blessed by a superabundant crop.
Bat the blessing of God has been taken away by the hand
of man, In what has the position of the people of Manitoba,
to-day, with bountiful crops, been better than it was with
the scanty crops of years past ? Has it been better for their
wheat {0 stand around the stations of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, to be wasted by frost, by rain or by roving
animals ? The evils of monopoly, of which the people
of Manitoba have been complaining for so many
years, were never 80 apparent as they have been
this year. In former years the monopoly worked to
the injury of the people by the increase of prices, but
this year the monopoly is sending to waste what it
cannot carry. When the Canadian Pacific Railway con
tract was under discussion, it was felt that the monopoly
clause was an evil, but it was distinctly provided that the
monopoly was restricted to the Territories, and that it could
not affeot either the Province of Manitoba or the Province
of Ontario, which were exempted by name. In the lan-
guage of the First Minister, it was stated that they could not
check Manitoba, that the legislative power was supreme in
its sphere in each Province, and could not be interfered
with; but afterwards, in violation of the pledge given to
the country, Manitoba was checked and the monopoly was
extended over the whole Province. That was not only &
fault but & crime, and I say the conduct of the Government
is beyond the expression of any adequate condemnation at
this time. If we want to know how far the Govornment is
guilty towards Manitoba, let us compare their own railway

licy in other parts of the country with their policy in
ﬁanitoba. We have adopted a policy of subsidising rail-
ways, We have been subsidising all sorts of railways, We
bave made it part of our policy to subsidise all kinds of
railways, from interprovincial lines, or international lines,
down to small microscopical lines three miles lopg, and the
reason which has been given has been that these lines were
necessary for the development of the settlement of the cone-

. Let me quote here the reason given by the Minister

ot Railways in introducing one of the Bills with which we
have become so familiar. In 1886 he said :

¢ We find, particularly in the Province of Quebec, that this policy was
nege| to restrict the emigration of our own people to the United
States. It has been thrown to us acro:s the House by the Opposition
that we ought to do something to retain these people in this country,
that we ought to be doing something further than building great lines
of railway from one end to the other of the counntry.”
So he admits that something must be done to keep our own
people within our own limits. Then he says:

¢'The time is gone bi when the country could he opened up by means
of turnpike roads. What turnpike roads were to this country forty
years ago, railways are to-day, so that there is no poseibility of keeping
our own people at home except by opening up the eountry by railways,
80 a8 to give them facilities for inter-communication.”
Here the Government admit that railways are a neces-
sity for the development of the country. The people
of Manitoba are of the same mind with the hon. gentleman.
They aleo believe that railways are a neocessity to develop
the settlement of the country, But what is the Govern-

Mr, Laveizg.

ment doing? While at one end of the coantry they sub-
sidise railways with the idea that they will develop the
settlement of the country, in Manitoba they crush every
effort which is made by the people of that country to build
railways for that purpose, ?ﬁstanoes are not wanting in
history where a tyrannical Government has wrung from the
pecple the earnings obtained by their labor, but it was left
for the Government of Canada to do its best and exert its
power to crush and to stifle the energy and labor of the
people of a Province, I think this is one of the worst forms
of misgovernment which has ever been known in any
country. When we have come to this point, when rings
and combinations ocan take advantage of the law to
oppress the people, when monopolies are protected by the
direct interference of the Government, using and abusing
the constitutional power given to them, when individuals
are made wealthier at the expense of the community, when
taxation has been unduly increased, and when the resources
upen which we depended to meet the liability are dissipated,
when our country is unable to retain its own population, I
88y the time has come for gentlemen on the other side to
cease their boasting and self glorification, and for the people
of this country to open their eyes and say thata new de-
parture must be made from the policy which we have been
following for the last ten years. Farther than this to-day
I will not go. 1have said that a change has become
absolutely necessary to the well-being of this country. Far-
ther than that I will rot go. I will follow the almost
invariable practice of late years of not moving any amend-
ment to the Addrees, and will wait for a future day to
propose what, on this side of the House, we consider is
necessary in the present condition of the country,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. As the hon, gentleman
has announced that no amendment is to be moved, I may
congratulate him on following out what, I think, is a very
landable practice in that regard, and it will not be neces-
sary for me to occupy the time of the House very long in
respect to his remsarks. I congratulate him upon taking
the position he now ocoupies, and upon the ability which
he has displayed in his speech, which, instructive as it is
in some parts, shows that he is going to fill that position
worthily ; and I hope a1.d I believe that he and the leader
for the present of the miuisterial majority will preserve
such relations as to the public business of the country as is
usual in England and has been generally in Canada. While
offering my sincere congratulations to the hon. gentleman
on his appointment to the position he holds, I can agree
with him that it is to be regretted on many accounts that
the absence of Mr. Blake—we may use bis name in his ab-
sence—has caused the hon. gentleman opposite to be elevated
to his present position. Mr, Blake is a distingunished man,
he is & man who would be a credit to any country, from his
ability, from his eloquence and from his devotion to public
affairs, We have not had the good fortune to agree in our
political course from the time he entered Parliament, but I
have at all times beon ready to pay & just tribute to his
great abilities and to the earnestness with which he has
paid attention to public matters, I can also more than
agree with the hon. gentleman and with my hon. friends
behind me, in the regret which they have expressed
as to the approaching departure of the present repre-
sentative of the Sovereign in this country. He has
won the hearts of the people of Canada, he has acted
the part of a constitutional Governor; he has taken great
interest in the development of the country, in all its ma-
terial aspects and in the encouragement of the arts and
mechanical development of the country, but more especial.
ly in literature, and all that tends to elevate a nation more
than mere material fprosperity. I, as having been his adviser
during the whole of the period he has been in Canada, could
speak much more strongly ; I could attest to his devotion to
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his duties, to the earnestness with which he addressed himself
to every subject of public interest, and more thau all, to the
great ability with which that earnestness was directed. I
am greatly relieved from the necessity of answering my
hon, friend opposite by the speeches of the mover and sec-
onder to-day. They have discussed all these subjeots and
pressed them upon the consideration of the House ina
manner which must meet with the general approbation of
the majority of this House, and, I believe, with the approba-
tion of the people of this country. They have shown, in
contrast witﬁ the despondent wail of my hon. friend, despon-
dent for very many causes—a very natural despondency—
they have stated their opinion that this is a happy, that this
is a prosperous, country, and that this is a satisfied and con-
tented people. Mr, Speaker, at first, when the hon. gentle-
man began to speak, I thought the millennium had come,
since the measures that were to be submitted so completely
met his views, that as he had to make a speech, he addressed
himeelf to the Speech from the Throne of last year. He
told us that we were full of good intentions but thut we
did not curry those good intentions into execution, Well,
among the good intentions which he desired to be carried
into effect, is, in the first place, the establishment of the
Department of Trade and Commerce, I thought for a few
moments that he approved of that, because we were to ot
off the heads of the Minister of Inland Revenuo and the
Minister of Customs. We ought to have done that, and yet
the hon, gentleman said he did not want to have it done,
Therefore, instead of making it & matter of charge against
us, he ought to have said—1 did not observe that he did—
that we bad learned wisdom from the Opposition, that
slthough numerically small, they were intellectually great,
their judgments were great; and that, although armed
with a greater numerical strength in this House, we had
yielded to thearguments of the intellectual Opposition on
the other eide, and had reviewed our legislation. Well,
now, Mr, Speaker, that is not exactly the case. The
hon. gentleman will not dispute that, for many years,
the different Chambers of Commerce and Boards of Trade
have asked for & Department of Trade and Commerce ;
he will not dispute, I think, that the Government had a
right, and were fully justified, in asking Parliament, in
obediencs to this gencral desire, to establish such bureau,
to establish such department; ard, therefore, the only
charges he can bring against us is that we have not carried
it out this year. Well, if the hon. gentleman will look at the
Act he will see that the Government took, with the consent
of Parliament, the power of judging when that department
should be established. There is a little clause at the end of
that Act which provides that it shall be brought into effect
whenever His Excellercy the Governor General shall pro-
claim that it ought to be brought into effect. One reason,
rhaps—I merely suggest it to the hon. gentleman
g:canse I am not going to let him into the inner circle—I
will suggest that one reason why the Department of Trade
and Commerce has not yet been established, is that, though
we have not a Minister of Trade and Commerce, yet the
administration of the affairs was so good, the devotion to
the matters of trade and commerce was so complete, that
we have ceased to sece the necessity of filling the new
Department, and there has not been from one single
Chamber of Commerce, from one single Mechanics’ Institate,
from one single body of workingmen, a request that that
bureau should be brought into force at once. And so, Mr.
Speaker, we have got liberty from the Boards of Trade and
Commerce, the permission of the whole of the commercial
- and manufacturing bodies of Canada, to select our own time,
to select cur own opportunity for bringing that Act into force
The hon. gentleman would seem to be anxions—although he
rather objected to the use of that phrase as applied to my hon,

friends the Minister of Customs and the Minister of Inland | pa

Revenue—to have their heads out off, Well, if he will look

at the Act he will find a little clause declaring that the Aot
shall not be brought into force until the necessity for it is
proclaimed. by the Governor General, Now, we believe
ourselves to be 8 Government with considerable foresight,
we like to look ahead, we do not go on from day to day, but
we desire to forward the better organisation of the various
dopartments of the Government when the necessity exists,
Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not thivk that we could well
dispense with my hon. friend the Minister of Customs.
Although I say it in his presence, I believe that his
administration of that Department has been so able, so
earnest, and so zealous, that the whole body of the honest
traders of this country would regret if that hon. gentleman
gave up that position.

Mr. MITCHELL. Not much.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. He has proteoted the
honest trader, he has put down the dishonest trader, he has
not allowed the smuggler or the dishonest merchant—if he
can be digoified by the name of merchant—to continue
his praotices; he has not allowed false invoices, he has
not allowed false statements, he has followed with just
puvishment every effort to defraud the revenue; and the
National Policy which the hon. gentleman now decries,
although at one time he was a strong advoeate of it, and the
tariff regulations would have been of no value if it had not
been protected by the action of my hon. friend the Minister
of Customs. He has met, I say, with general acceptance from
the whole of the commerocial classes of Canada, and uatil
my hon, friend is disposed to apply otherwise his great
abilities, there is no hurry for bringing that Act I speak of
ioto operation. And so I say with respect to the Depart-
ment of Inland Revenue, the revenue has been protected
to the utmost extent, and the department most efficiently
administered. The hon. gentleman speaks of the Solicitor
Generalship that it was not brought into play. I dare say
my hon. friend and colleague, the Minister of Justice,
when the time comes, will be able to defend his ocourse
in refraining from filling that office. Bat the hon,
gentleman is mistaken in his statement that the
legislation is identical or eguivalent to the proposition
made years ago when Mr, Mackenzie was at the head of
the Government.  If the hon. gentleman will compare the
two propositions he will find that they are not identical,
and tho objections taken then against that Bill do not
;})ply to the Bill introduced by my hon. friend the

inister of Justice. On the whole, I cannot complain of
the remarks of the hon. gentleman with respect to the
Speech from the Throne. He says he thinks the election
law requires amendment. We agree, therefore, as to the
necessity of the action of the Government in that regard,
and when the Bill comes down I hope we may get the as-
sistance of the hon. gentleman in amending the Act, and
that he may forget for a moment that he is the leader of
the Opposition and play the role of a patriot.

Mr. LAURIER. If you will follow my suggestions.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Then the hon. gentle-
man objects to the manner of appointing revising officers
and wants them to be officers holding fixed positions,

Mr. LAURIER. Hear, hear.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Yes, and the revising
officers be selected from among those appointed by the pro-
vinoial authorities, men often bitterly hostile to the majority
of this House, bitterly hostile to the Conservative party,—
and the hon. gentleman is anxious for the appointment of
men who will at all events give but a scanty measure
of justice to Conservative candidates at the polls. The hon.
gentleman would have those officials appointed ; but the
rty to which he belongs in his own great Province of
Quebec someotimes takes & different course. Look -across
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the River Ottawa. There is a sheriff and a registrar,
and if I am not very much mistaken those cofficcrs are
the officers who ought to perform tho daties of returning
officers, and yet I believe that those iwo officers were
informed that they must decline to accept the office of
returning officer under pain of dismissal by the Government
of the day, so that the friends and supporters of the Gov-
ernment of the day might be appointed to fill them, and they
did so of course. I would sk if there is not a sufficient jus-
tification as to the manner in which the present
Government have exercised the power given to them
by statutes to appoint returning officers in the fact
that, although we have had an enormous crop of elec-
tion petitions, although corruption and bribery have been
charged against candidates on both sides, althongh
& good many, some of whom were from the other side and
of the party of purity, have been unseated, yet not one peti-
tion has alleged impropriety of conduct on the part of the
returning officers chosen aud selected by this Government.
The hon. gentleman spoke about the Franchise Act, and he
has said he boped it will be repealed in 1889. Woll,it may
be repealed if the hon. gentleman is in power; but I think,
to use Mr. Gladstone’s celebrated phrase, that does not come
within the limit of measurable possibilities. I am very glad
the hon. gentleman and those who suppori him are about
to adopt or have adopted, and will carry out, a judicious re-
ticence respecting the Fishery Treaty. Of course, it would
be premature to discuss it now, until the treaty itself and
the papers are laid before the House; and even then, for
reasons which will be obvious to leading members on the
other side, & very considerable degree of caution with
respeet to the manner in which the discussion is carried on
in the public interest should be observed. On that subject
I bope to have an unofficial discussion with the hon. gentle-
man opposite, The hon. gentleman has endeavored to cast
some degree of ridicule upon the prophecy which 1 ventured
to make some years ago respecting the settlement of the
North-West country, My estimates, although based on the
reports of our various officers, I must admit have not been
carried out, That they have not been carried out isin a
very great degree due to the great earnestness, the great
ability, and the great persistence with which hon. gentle-
men opposite have expresscd their vicws,

Some hon, MEMBERS. Oh! Oh!

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Hon. gentlemen may
langh, but it is & laugh of the lip and is outward only. The
hon, gentlemen know that to them is due the fact that
the settlement of this country has been so long retarded,

Mr. LANDERKIN. By bad government we know it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman
says he knowsit; it is well he knows something. The
-hon. gentleman (Mr. Laurier) has remarked the marvel.
lous tenacity with which we proclaim the prosperity of this
country. We proclaim it with considerakble tenacity because
we believe we are justified in doing so, But what is our
tenacity compared with that of hon. gentlemen opposite,
who from the time of Confederation down to this day,
except during the five years when we enjoyed so much
prosperity, when it was so much developed under the
auspices of hon. gentlemen opposite, have kept up a
constant wail about the miserable condition of this country,
as to the wretched condition of the people, as to the increas-
ing poverty and increasing dependenco of our people, That
doctrine has been proclaimed in this House, it has been
proclaimed on public platforms, it has been stated in the
Opposition press and on the hustings and everywhere, and
yet the pecple of Canada are so ulterly ignorant of their
misery, 8o utterly blinded to their misfortunes and the
wretchedness under which they suffer, that they discard all
the prophecies of hon. gentlemen opposite and they venture,

B1s Jox A, MacDONALD, , ;

also uncounscious of their doom as a victimized people—the
victims being the people of Canada—to act as they did on
the 22nd February last, as they did in 1882 and as they did
in 1878, to support this party which persistently is ruifing
the country, Well, Mr. Speaker, this is a free country,
The people have a right to ruin themselves if they
wish, and the people of Canada have, beyond a doubt,
declared that ruin at our hands is preferable to prosperity
at the hands of hon. gentlemen opposite. There is a
difference of opinion as to what prosperity is, and as to
what misfortune and calamity mean, and we happen to differ
in opinion ; the majority carries the day, and here we are
governing the country. By the same token, referring to
the elections on the 22nd of February last, there has been
some elections since then ; and, strange to say, such is. the
blindness of the people ot Canada, although they have the
advantage of common schools, of model schools, of high
schools and of universities, and in fact every mode of
instruction is afforded to the people, yet with all these
advantages of education to bring tbem up to the right
consideration of what the interests of Canada are, they
deliberately prefer all this ruin at our hands than fto
take blessings from the hands of the hon. gentlemen
and those who fight the battles behind them. Was
it not enough to camse the hon, gentleman, if he
felt called upon to use strong language, to nse that
language against the ignorance of the people who have
decided in favor of the National Policy, who preferred
a vicious economical system to a system of free trade,
by which our industries and our trade would be thrown
open to foreigners to compete against our own people ?
As T said a little while ago, the hon. gentleman wes
strongly in favor of the National Policy. The bor,
gentleman’s language is on record, and he spoke as
strongly as I ever did, and a great deal more strongly
in favor of it; and it has been cast up to me that
I desired not an increased protection but only a read-
justment. Well, I did say that we wanted a readjustment,
and the readjustment was simply this: to increase the duty
on articles we could manufacture ourselves, and take the
duties off articles we could not manufacture or produce in
this country. But the hon. gentleman was a protectionist
of pure blood, and now, perhaps through the in.vitable
pressure of his political position, he is obliged to give up
his old predilections and his own political opinions, and to
declare that what he once said was an absolute requisite to
the fisoal system of this country is a vicious economical
olicy, You know the story of the man in the
unatic asylum. I do not at all mean to say that
my hon. friend is not in possession of all those great abili-
ties and intellectual powers which have distinguished him
since he has been in this House; 1 merely mention this
story as an illustration. The man in the lunatic asylum
was asked why he was there: “ Well,” he said, * it all
arises from a difference of opinion ; the people think I am
mad, and I think all the people are mad, and the majority
have carried it, and I am here.” So my hon, friend thinks
we have a vicious economical policy, the majority is against
him, and he is there. The hon. gentleman also speaks
about our wasteful expenditure in the building of the Cana.
dian Pacific Railway, which he says was built far too fast
and cost far too much money and, perhaps, too much land,
Well, Sir, suppose the policy of the Government of which
the hon. gentleman was a member had been carried
out, what would have been the position of affairs to-day ?
How would a crop of the North-West be got down
to the seaboard ? There have been about 12,500,000
bushels of wheat, or 400,000 tons, to be brought out
of the North-West this year. Now, the water-stretches,
with railways here and there, were promised to be
capable of moving forty tons & day; so that to remove
the whole of this season’s crop would require 10,000,
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days, or, taking the season of navigation, 66§ years,
And, to-day, the people of the North-West are crying
out against the monopoly, and are saying that half-a-dozen
other railways should be built instead of one. Yet the hon.
gentleman, in the face of these facts, in the face of the enor-
mous agricultural development of the North-West, and in
the face of the magnificent crop which has over-taxed all
our means of transport, ventures to get up and impugn the
poliey of the Governmeut in bunilding so speedily the
Canadian Pacific Railway. The hon. gentleman is a French
Canadian and of French descent, and if it were not that he
is so solid a Liberal, 1 would almost call him a Bourbon who
remembers nothing and forgets nothing. Well, Mr,
Speaker, having made thece fow imperfect remarks in
answer to the hon. gentleman, I would simply say that, as
we are commending pleasantly, I hope we shall address
ourselves to the business of the country with the same dis-
position, I have no deubt with the energy, the zeal, and
the ability of the gentlemen on that side of the House, we
shall be criticised, and we invite criticism, and more than
that, we challenge eriticism, and our challenge I have no
doubt will be accepted by the hon. gentlemen. I have
only to say let us have a fair field, and let the best man
wln.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, if the
hon. gentleman had continued to confine himself to the tone
with which he commenced his remarks, I do not know that
a silﬁle word farther would have been said on this side of
the House ; but so far from doing that, the hon. gentleman
has, within the last few minutes, assumed to lay on tho
shoulders of the Opposition the charge that we, forsooth,
are responsible for the fact that, to-day, as my kon, friend
truly said, not by tens, nor by scores, nor by hundreds or
thousands, but by millions, the people of Canada, to whom
Canada belongs, have found it impossible to maintain a
home in Canada. Sir, we accept the challenge of the hon.
gentleman, The hon. gentleman, as we know, is much
more prone to make calculations, such as those my hon,
friend exposed a few miuutes ago, than he is to state the
real facts which he, as a prominent statesman of this coun-
try, ought to know, Batif be wants {0 know what was the
exact movement of population in the Provinee to which be
and I belong, during the period from 1874 to 1879, when my
hon, friend Mr. Mackenzie was responsible fur ihe admin-
istration of the business of this country, and its movement
during the last six or eight years, for which he and his policy
are answerable, Ican tell him in a few words. During the
four or five years when Mr. Mackenzie presided over the
destinies of this country, the agricaltural population of the
great Province of Ontario, of which alone we possess
accurate statistics, increased just six times as fast as the
returns show it has increased during the seven or eight
years the hon, member for Kingston has been responsible
for our affairs. Now, Sir, I do not want 4t present to inflict
on the House minute statistics showing the movement of
population, but I can tell this House that of some 440
rural municipalities in the Province of Ontario, scarcely
twenty can be found in which during the seven or eight years
that have elapsed since the hon. gentleman’s return to power
the total growth bas equalled the natural increase of the popu-
lation. Such a statement as that alone far more than bears
out the contention of my hon. friend that, from whatever
cause it may arise, whether partly from natural causes or
partly from misgovernment on the part of those entrusted
with the affairs of Canada, wo are in a sitnation which no
man who regurds the real welfare of Canada can consider to
be wholesome or healthy. During that interval, in spi‘e of
our remonstrances, in spite of the protest of those who knew
what was going on, the hon. zentleman has persisted in the
mischievous pol.cy of expending very large sums of public
money to bring into the country immigrants whom, when

they do come, he cannot keep here. Our census returns
show that of these immigrants who have been brought in
at an enormoas expense, three out of four have gone to the
United States, I say that these things were not caused,
and the proof I have given is ample to show that they were
in no respect caused, by the policy of my hon. friend, who,
I am sorry to eay, is unable to be present to-day. They have
resulted, to & very great extent, from the mischievous policy
which my hon. friend has rightly denounced, & policy
of enormously increasing the debt and taxes of the country,
at the very moment when the great country to the south of
us is enormously reducing both, Time and sgain I have
shown on the floor—and no man has yet been able truth.
fully to contradict my statements—that whereas the hon,
geuntleman entered office under oircumstances which gave
us an cnormous advantage over the United Btates, the
position of things to-day is that in Canada we have totally,
utterly, absolutely reversed those advantages; and we are
to-day, relatively to the United States, in just the same
disadvantageous position as that in which taey were rela-
tively to us some twenty years ago. That, 1 suppose, is to
be advanced as a proof of the marvellous foresight the hon,
gentleman has just claimed for himself. The hon, gentle-
man is good enough to tell us that this is a free country,
that we are free to ruin ourselves if we like. Well, that is
pretty nearly the only freedom of those we formerly
enjoyed which the hon. gentleman has left us, Oanada
is not & country today in which a man is free 1o
buy or sell where he pleases, or free io build a
railroad out of his own money. Capada is not &
country in which those constitutional rights for which our
forefathers fought and bled areany louger respected ; and I
say my hon, friend is strictly right when he says that such
a grosg and infamous tyranny as that which the hon, gentle-
man has been perpetrating on the people of Manitoba, has
never been and would not be tolerated in any other country
in the world possessing ropresentative institutions. I defy
the hon. gentleman and his friends to point out to me in
any country under heaven, having representative institu-
tions, another instance in which the Government have
given a monopoly extending over 2,000 miles to a private
cotporation, snd have impudently disallowed, contrary to
all cocstitutional usage aud precedent, contrary to the
spirit and essence of our constitution, the right of the
people of that Province, at their own cost and charge,
without appealing to us for one penny of subsidy,
to build a railroad in order to relieve themselves
from that intolerable oppression. I wonder that the
hon, gentleman, knowing, a3 he must have known, the
facts with respect to this harvest in Manitoba, has asked
to receive with pleasure His Excellency’s assurances
that the harvest of Manitoba and the North-West has
been one of remarkable aburdance. I advise the hon.
gentleman to read the report of the Board of Trade of the
city of Winnipeg on that subject. If he will read that
report, made by men of every conceivable shade of politics
in the Province, he will learn that while Providence has
blessed the country with & mo~t abundant harvest, the dog-
in-the-manger policy, ssnctioned and evforced by the hon.
gentleman, has had the result that at hundreds of stations
throughout the country, tens of thousands of bashels of the
fivest grain in the world are today lying rotting in the
streets, unable to find 2 market. That is the direct result
of the policy of the hon, gentleman. And if, as the temper
dirplayed in the recent elections. in Manitoba goes to show,
the people there have become convinced that their only
chance of redress l.es in asserlinzs their rights at any coat ;
the hon. gentleman has incuried a greal and grave respon-
sibility by persisting in the disallowance which we, on this
side, endeavored in vain to remove during the course of
last Session. I was amused to hear the hon. gentleman
enter into a computation, which I do not take the trouble to
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check, touching the amount of grain that can be transported
by the water stretches in 664 years. All T oan say is he
mnst have been thinking of the period which must elapse
be‘'ore the smallest fragment of his $71,000,000 would be
realised by the people of this country. I observe also that
the hon, gentleman, and perhaps with some reason, alluded,
not at very great length, but still rather pointedly, to the
result of certain bye-elections which. had taken place. 1
think that, considering the hon. gentleman has beside him
two colleagunes, at least, who have shared the fate of war,
he might have considered their feelings before calling their
attention to the results which sometimes flow from the
indiscreet actions of agents and others engaged in elections.
In tho hon. gentleman’s own case I observe that very

. recently—1I suppose I will be pardoned for referring to what
took place in the recess—he congratulates himself and his
hearers, with good cause, on the fact that this time, at any
rate, he was not found guilty of corrupt practices. Practice
makes perfect, The hon. geutleman was canght twice, but
I am bound to say that he was not caught for the third time.
No doubt the hon. gentleman on that occasion was pardon-
ably proud of the victory he had achieved. It was, no
doubt, a remarkabie one, Here is the hon. gentleman—
whose constituent, by the by, I am, and I hope he will
remember that fact if I have any application to make to
him—here is the hon. gentleman, the Premier of the Do-
minion, with the power, the prestige, the influence of the
position of Premier, returned to a seat which he had repre-
sented by great majorities for twenty-five or thirty years—
he will correct me if I am wrong.

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD, A good long time at any
rate,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. The hon. gentleman,
the Premier of Canada, succeeds in defeating an absent man
by a majority of 12 in that constituency, which, six weeks
before, had returned a friendly supporter of the hon. gentle-
man to the Local House by a majority of 180, It was a great
victory, and he has very good ground to be very proud of it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Iam.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. There is another rea-
son why he sbould be proud of it. [, as I say, am a
constituent of the Lon, genileman, 1 know something of
the position of parties in the city of Kingston, and I notice
a remarkable thing. Thero were about one hundred non-
residents in Kingston, These are generally preity well
divided betweon the two parties and there is not much diffi-
culty in knowing, as we are all aware, their opinion; and it
must have been a comfort to the hon. gentleman to know
that he owes his return to the fact that, while only ten of
those non residents voted for his opponent, fifty-one came
from the ends of the earth to vote for him.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Hear, hear.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Yes, the hon. gentle-
man is quite right. It is a feather in his cap here., We
had these men, we had these poor men, we had thesc men
to whom days’ wages were matters of great importance,
these men to whom the price of a railway ticket there and
back was of great importance; we had these men coming,
I am told, from Texas, from Port Arthur, from Watertown,
in the State of New York, from Rochester, from Chicago,
from east and from west, from north and from south, all
spurred by a noble ambition to sacrifice their time and

their money and to vote for the hon. gentleman. There |

are few of us who could attract s0o much enthusiasm, and

it was interesting to see how this hon. gentleman’s friends

acted in the role of good Samaritans, how they met these

poor strangers at the railway statiozs, drove them to the

polls, fed and lodged them, and, in accordance with scrip-

tural precedent, lent them twopence, which I see by the record
Sir RicrARp CARTWRIGHT.

mesans $15 of Canadian currency, to pay their way, So the
hon. gentleman is quite justified in demanding our congratu.
tions, which I freely tender to him, on the marvellous victory
he achieved on that occasion. Now, I have heard that the
hon. gentleman is a changed man, I sincerely trust that is
so, and I sincerely trust that, in regard to these several
measures for the improvement of our Election Act, and for
the improvement of the trial of controverted elections and
other things which are promised us here, we are going at
length and at last to have some subatantial tokens of the
right hon. gontleman’s penitence; I trast that he will at
once do away with the Gerrymander Act, even if he will
not abolish the Franchise Bill. I am very sorry-—I am
afraid it is an instance of back-sliding on the part of the
hon. gentleman—that he cannot see his way to deprive him-
self of the means which he has taken in certain counties,
and notably the County of Queen's, N. B., to promote perfect
impartiality in the returning officers by allowing the candi-
date supporting the Ministry of tho day to select his own
returning officer and his deputy returning officers too.
The hon. gentleman dwelt at length on the power which
was vested in those pernicious Local Governments, who do
not seem, by the way, to share that confidence in the
hon, gentleman which, he says, the people of Canada seem
to entertain, to select permanent officers to discharge these
duties. But my hon. friend beside me (Mr. Laurier) did not
say anything about officers in the employment of the Loocal
Governments. The right hon. gentleman chose, for his
own purposes, to add to what my hon. friend said on that
subject. What we ask is that we should have returning
officers, and deputy returning officers, in whose action both
sides could have some reasonable amount of confidence.
The right hon, gentleman says that no complaints have
been made as to the action of returning officers, but, while
that may be true, it has been in the power of the candidate
to nominate a score of deputy returning officers who are
not likely to be over-scrupulous, as has been shown on
several occasions, in the way in which they will promote the
return of their patron for the time being. I agree with the
right hon gentleman in part that this is not a fit time, in fact
that it is not possible for us now, to discuss the details of the
Fishery Treaty, but I do not think that the hon. gentlemsn is
entitled on that ground to expeat that no attention should be
called to the patent and apparent fact that, whatever may be
said as to the merits of that treaty in itself, that treaty is
hopelessly, utterly inconsistent with the position which was
taken one bare year ago by the hon., gentleman
himself, according to the Minutes brought down to
us in the blue book which I have here in my
desk ; nor is he entitled to say that we are going out of the
record when we call attention to the fact, whatever may be
the merits or demerits of the question, that this treaty, as
far as we are advised, has not settled anything. The hon,
gentleman and his friends contended, no doubt with great
force, for many things which they and we have always
agreed were the real and absolute property of the people of
Canada, and I oan see on the face of it no sort of recognition
of the things for which the hon, gentleman contended. I
say that either the hon. gentlemen were most grossly in the
wrong before, if this treaty be an honorable and satisfactory
settlement ; or, if they were right before, then I wonder
how they, after having His Excellency’s signature to these
several Minutes which I have alluded to, can come down to
us and venture to hope that the House will consider this an
honorable and satisfactory settlement. Let them take their
choice. One of two things has occurred: either they
have most needlessly ran frightful risks, have subjected
this country to needless humiliation, or, failing that, it
will be excessively difficult for them to explain why we
should acoept this us a just settlement of the claims which
Canada has preferred, Nevertheless, in answer to the hon.
gentleman’s appeal, 1 do not propose to go further on that
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subject at this moment, but I do h(ﬁ)e and I do expect that
the hon. gentleman will place the House at the earliest pos-
sible moment in full sion of all these facts and of all
these papers to which he has alluded, and will at an early
date give us an opportunity of having the fullest discussion
on this moust important question. I will say  this for
myself, that I am now, as I always have been, prepared to
80 as far as any man can possibly go in endeavoring to con-
ciliate the good-will of the great nation beside us. I regard
that as a matter of incalculable value to Canada, althongh I
may differ extremelz from the hon. gentleman in regard to
the mode in which he has been attempting to obtain it. I
am afraid that, when these matters come to be considered,
the best that we can say will be that possibly out of this
evil some good may come, and that possibly the people of
Cavada may at last find that it is necessary for them to
assert their right, in all matters relating to their trade and
commerce in North America, to manage their own affairs in
the fullest extent. I believe, and I have good reason for
believing, that, if that negotiation could have been entrusted
wholly and entirely to Canadian hands, very much greater
and better results would have accrued to us from such con-
duct than have resulted in the present instance. I fear that
our cause was prejudged by some, at all events, of those to
whom it was entrusted, long before they touched the shores
of this continent, and that they had then made up their
minds that no interests of ours should be allowed to inter-
fere with the supposed interests of the parent country.

Mr. MITCHELL. I believe an agreement has been
arrived at by the leaders of both sides to close this debate
at 6 o’clock, and, therefore, although I would like to say
something criticising some of the views of the right hon.
gentleman and criticising also and differing from the views
of the two gentlemen who have spokea on the Opposition
side, time will not allow of it, because I do not want to
g;olong the discussion, especially as it would not be fair to
discuss the terms of the treaty until we have some further
information before us. I must thank the hon. member for
Gaspé (Mr. Joncas) for the manner in which he referred to
me in this connection, and I must congratulate both the
hon. member for Haldimand (Mr. Montague) and the hon.
member for Gaspé (Mr, Joncas) for the able way in which
they performed the important duty of placing the views of
the Government of the day before this House. I do not
agre¢ with the statement contained in the Speech that
both nations will be satisfied with this treaty. I do not
agree with that. The treaty does mot strike me as being
in the interest of Canada; I do not see that conces.
sions are made to Canada. But as I said before, I would
merely wish to put my statements on record as dissenting
from the declaration of satisfaction which is affirmed in the
Address, and which is supposed to represent the opinion of
the whole House. I will make no further remarks on this
subject than to thank the House for giving me an opportun-
ity of setting myself right in reference to the discussion
which may come up after the papers are laid upon the
Table, There are a variety of other matters in this Speech
to which I also take objection. I think that the reference
to the increase of trade requires the most close examination
at our hands, and that some steps ought to be taken which
would lead to that result. Bat looking at the clock, it is
impossible that we can deal with these subjects now, and 1
merely make these statements in order that it might not be
said hereafter that I sat silent, and by my silence guve
assent to the statements contained in the Queen’s Speech
with reference to this particular subject. There is another
thing I want to say. Ido not like these arrangements
made by the leaders of the two great parties in this
House, and although I am generally in pretty good
accord in voling with the hon. gentlemen on this
side of the House, there were some statoments made

3

by the hon, gentleman in my eye in relation to
the railway policy of this Government, and also in
relation to the National Policy, whioch I do not entirely
agree with, Now, 8ir,I will say in relation to the National
Poliocy, that I was one who supported the right hon. gen-
tleman in 1878, and was defeated on it. I also supported
him in 1882, as an independent member, on his National
Policy. But, Sir, the National Policy of 1878 is not the
National Policy of to-day. When they put twenty-five per
cent, on goods consumed in this country, is that to be com-
pared with the duties which they impose to-day? Iam
credibly informed by some respectable merchants in Mon.
treal that the present tariff amounts to 145 per cent. upon
ocertain classes of goods. Is that the National Policy I sup-
ported in 1878 and 1882? No, 8ir, it is nuot. I wish toput
myself right upon that point. And then in relation to the
railway ﬁoliey, I differ somewhat from my hon. friend. I
believe the policy pursued by the Government of the right
hon, gentleman is correct in constructing a railway from
one side of this continent to the other, I have sapported
them in that policy all through, but I must say in relation
to some portions of their policy, it may be that we
shall have to explain why it is that we cannot go on

iving them complete support. Just one thing more.

he right hon, gentleman has pointed out what he thinks
has created the prosperity of this country. Hehas ventured
to say that the reason why the North-West country is not
as prosperous now as he claims it ought to be, lies atthe
door of hon, gentlemen on this side of the House, who, as he
says, have decried that country. Well, Sir, it may be that
there is some blame attaching to them in that respeot ; it
may be that hon. gentlemen on this side of the House have
too ofteén condemned the measures which were proposed by
the Government. Bat I tell the right hon. gentleman that the
cause of the retarded settlement in the 15 orth-West during
the pastfew years is the misgovernment and mismanage-
ment of his Government, which led to a rebellion in which
they spent $7,000,000. That is the real cause why the
country has been kept in a backward state for the past four
or five years; and if the hon, gentleman had paid more
attention to the administration and the conduct of the
public business of that country, he would have prevented
the rebellion, and we would not now have to deplore the
unfavorable accounts of that country which are now going
abroad and retarding immigration. But on all those sub-
jects I shall take another opportunity of saying something
during the progress of the Session.

Paragraphs 1 to 13, inclusive, agreed to.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That the said resolutions be referred to a Select Committee eomposed
of Sir John A. Macdonald, 8Sir Hector Langevin, and Messra. Montague
and Joncas, to prepare and report the draft of an Address inanswer to*
the Bpeech of His Excellency the Governor General to both Houses
of Parliament.

Motion agreed to,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, from the Committee,
reported the draft of an Address, which was read the first
and second time and ordered to be engrossed, and to be
presented to His Exocellency by such members of the House
a8 are of the honorable the Privy Council.

SUPPLY.

Mr. BOWELL moved :

That this House will, on Tussdsy next, resolve itself into & Oommittes
to consider of a Supply to be granted to Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to.
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. WAYS AND MEANS.
Mr. BOWELL moved :

That this House will, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into a Oommittee
to consider of the Ways and Means for raising a Supply to be granted
to Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to,
DEBATES COMMITTEE,

Mr, BOWELL moved :

That a Select Commitee be appointed to supervise the Official Report
of the Debates of this House during the present Bession, with power to
report from time to time; to be composed of Messrs Baker, Béchard,
Oharlton, Colby, Davin, Desjardins, Ellis, Innes, Royal, Scriver, Somer-
ville, Taylor, Tupper (Pictou), Weldon ( Albert).

REPORT.

Report, Returns and Statistics of the Inland Revenues of
the Dominion of Canads, for the fiscal year ended 30th
June; 1887.—(Mr, Costigan.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and House adjourned at 6:10 p. m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Monpay, 27th February, 1888,
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock,
Prarzzs,

MEMBERS INTRODUCED.

The following members, having dprevious]y taken the oath
acoording to law, and subscribed the roll containing the
same, took their seats in the House :—

Hon. "8ir Onastzs Turrer, G.C M.G., Member for the Electoral

District of Oumberland, introduced by Sir John A. Macdonald and Hon.
Mr. Thompaon.

Major General Jouy WinpurN Launie, Member for the Electoral
District of S8helburne, introduced by Sir John A.Macdonald and Sir
Obarles Tupper.

REPORTS.

Report of the Minister of Justice as to Penitentiaries in
Can) a, for the year ended 80th June, 1887.—(Mr, Thomp-
son.

Annual Report of the Minister of Publili Works, for the
fisoal year 188687, on the works under his control.—(Sir
Heotor Langevin.)

Annual Report of the Department of Militia and Defence
of the Dominion of Canada, 31st December, 1887.—(Sir
Adolphe Caron.)

The Public Accounts of Canada, for the fiscal year ended
30th June, 1887.— (Sir Charles Tupper )

Report of the Auditor General on Appropriation Accounts,
for the year ended 30th June, 1887.—(Sir Charles Tupper.)

Annusl Report of the Department of the Interior, for the
year 1887.—(Mr. White, Cardwell.)

Tables of the Trade and Navigation of the Dominion of
Canada, for the fiscal yesr endedg§0th June, 1887, compiled
from Official Returns.—(Mr, Bowell.)

Mr. MITOHELL.

CONTROVERTED ELECTION.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That the certificate of the Honorable Mr. Justice Osler, dated the 17th
day of November last, in the matter of the controverted election for the
Electoral District of the Oounty of Kent, in the Province of Ontario,
which was laid before the House on the 23rd instant, be referred to the
Select Standing Committee on Privileges and Elections.

He said.: This seat, as is known, was vacated on trial, and
the judge’s report is as follows: —

¢¢ That there is reason to believe that corrupt practices have prevailed
extensively at the said election. )

* I am not, however, of opinion (so far as I can form an opinion from
anything which came before me on the trial) that the enquiry into tke cir-
cumgtances of the election has been rendered imcomplete by the action
of any of the parties to the petition, or that further enquiry as to
whether corrupt practices have prevailed extenmsively is desirable, by
which term I understand likely to prove useful or effectual.”
If it had not been for the last portion of the certificate
which I have just read there would not have been any doubt
that & writ conld not issue except by the House. The 48th
clause of the Controverted Elections Act, Revised Statutes,
is as follows :—

¢¢ When tbe judge, in his report on the trial of an election petition
under this Act, states that corrupt practices have, or there is reason to
believe that corrupt practices have extensively prevailed at the election
to which the petition relates and that he is of the opinion that the en-
quiry into the circumstances of the election has been rendered incoms=
plete by the action of any of the parties to the petition, and that further
enquiry as to whether corrupt practices have extengively prevailed is
desirable, no new writ shall issue for a new election in such case except
by order of the House of Commons,’’
It would appear that in any of these cases the writ must be
hung up until the House orders its issue. IHowever, there
bas been a difference of opinion in the matter, and some
authorities, and important authorities, state that under the
construction of the whole of the clauss in Chapter 9, read
by the light of Chapter 10, which refers to the issue of
commissions whenever the judge reports that the evidence
has been incomplete, or that there is likely to have been
some connivance between the parties, & Royal Commission
can issue, and under that provision the Speaker cannot
issue his writ without the assent of the House. It is under
these circumstances that I make this motion,

Mr, LAURIER, I would ask the hon gentleman, under
the circumstarnces, that as this is a motion which is somewhat
obsolete, and that this is only the second instance I am aware
of when a similar motion has come before the House, to
let it stand until to-morrow.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Certainly.
Mr. LAURIER moved the adjournment of the debate,
Motion agreed to, and debate adjourned.

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS ACT AMENDMENT,

Mr. AMYOT moved first reading of Bill (No. 2) to
amend the Dominion Controverted Elections Act.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. Perhaps the hon. gentle-
man might give us some idea of the natare of the Bill.

Mr. AMYOT. This Bill is the same as the ons I present-
ed last year, but it was too late in the Session to pass it
through its various stages. Its object is to fix a uwniform
delay for the contestation of elections, and not to make the
date depend on the publication of the return in the official
Gazette,

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

SUPERVISION OF BANKS,

Mr. CASGRAIN asked, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to adopt during this Session some measure for the
better supervision of the Banks in the Dominion ?
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Sir CHARLES TUPPER. That subject is now ocsupy,
ing the attention of the Government.

Mr. INNES asked, Is it the intention of the Government,
io view of the recent bavk failures, to make any amend-
ments to the General Banking Act this Session, or other-
wise to have such legislation as will secure a more effective
system of supervision and imspection for the chartered
banks, more correct certified monthly returns, and generally
for the better security of those whose money is invested in
such institutions, as depositors or otherwise ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I must give the same answer
a8 1 did to the previous question,

VESSELS WRECKED ON THE GREAT LAKES,
Mr. DAWSON moved for:

Return showing the number of Oanadian vessels lost or wrecked on
the great lakes during the past season of navigation ; alse-the number
of lives lost in the case of each wreck; also a statement showing what,
if any, steps have been taken to ascertain the cause of loss in each case,

He said : In making this motion I do not wish to put the
Department to the trouble of giving any very lengthened re-
port. All I should like tosee would be a synopsis, something
short, which would not occasion a very great deal of work
in the Department, and still give the information reguired,
Some years ago I drew attention to the great number of
wrecks and losses that had occurred on the great lakes.
Within & short time there had been no less than twelve
large vessels lost, with & very large loss of life. In one case
1o less than 200 lives were lost, in another case 25 lives, in
another five lives, in another 30 or 40 lives, and .80 on. The
actual loss of life during that period could not be ascer-
tained, but I believe that no less than 300 lives were lost in
the waters of Algoma by the wreck of vessels. At.that
time I drew the attention of the Government to the neces-
sity that existed for some mode of inspection, and I am
happy to say that legislation took place which had a very
good effect. Inspectors were appointed to examine the
hulls. Before that there were only inspectors to examine
the machinery. Haull inspectors .were appointed, with
the result that a great many of the unseaworthy
vessels have been prevented fiom going out, But
another set of circumstances has grown up since.
The demand for vessels on the lakes for the last
few years has been very great, The shipping on the lakes
has largely increased, and the rates of freight have been so
good that transportation has become remanerative where it
scarcely paid at all befure. The consequence is that & great
many old hulks have been brought into use ; vessels that had
been for years under water have been raised and sent to the
“docks for repairs, While these vessels are being repaired,
I think it is highly mnecessary that the hull inspector
should examine them and see that they are well
repaired and put in proper order. Now, Sir, as I under.
stand, there are at this moment, in the docks and in the
shipyards throughout Ontario—of course, I only speak of
the lake marine, not of ocean vessels at ali—there are now
undergoing repairs in the various harbors and docks of
Ontario, vessels that have been under water tor years.
The:-hull inspector was asked to visit them and make a
report; he answered that he had no instructions to
do 8o, and that ro provision was made towards paying his
oxpoanses. © Now, if 1 may be permitted to suggest a
¥emedy, I think there should be some legislation which
would prevent vessels from being sent out which were
either overloaded or unseaworthy, Thesending out of over-
loaded vessels is a common thing in Ontario, Old schoon-
ers are converted into barges, and these are put in tow of
steamers, and the consequence is that when stormy wea-
ther comes on, they are cut loose from the steamers, and
very often go to the bottom. Now, there was a case in

Ontario this year. A vessel called the Oriental, that was
considered unseaworthy, was repaired to a certain extent
80 as just to be able tofloat, The register of this vessel was
375 tons. She wasto be sents ross the lake in tow of
another vessel, loaded with 700 tons of coal, and, as
the report is, she had only a few inches of what the sail-
ors call “free board,” thatis, the space between the deck
and the surface of the water. A storm oame on, the
steamer left her, and she cast anchor, as a matier of course,
and soon went down with all on board. That is nota
solitary case, There have been similar cases in Lake
Superior. A wvessel called the Jame Hurlburt, which was
unseaworthy and had been used for carrying firewood, was
sent out in tow of a steamer, in the fall of the year, to take a

number of men down the lake coast. Enconntering some-
what stormy weather, this vessel became unmanageable, as
she had neither sail nor oar, nor & man on board - who eould
manage her. When the storm ocame on, the captain of
the steamer, in order to save his own vessel, out the
rope by which this vessel was attached to the steamer,
and in & few minutes shé went down with thirty
people on board, all of them strangers in the country,
poor navvies who were seeking for work. Bir, I conld
repeat a great many similar instances. The cause leading
to all these accidents is the desire of making money by
carrying freight, and these rotten old hulks are patched
up and put in tow of old steamers. Now, a care
occurred in Lake Superior this year. A vessel, or rather
8 barge, as those vessels are ocalled, named the Bessie
Barwick, was put in tow of a steamer, and a storm coming
on, she was cut adrift in Lake Superior, but, fortunately,
she made the shore without loss of life. Again, we have
the loss of the California, a Canadian vessel, in the Straits
of Mackinaw. This vessel was evidently overloaded with

‘wheat, and, in addition, carried no less than %700 barrels

of York as.& deckload, Consequently, when she began to
roll in the sea, the barrels of pork rolled to one side, and
she reeled and sank, On that ocoasion I think some 13 or
14 lives were lost, and some were saved. I could repeat a
good many more instances of the same kind, but what I
wish to call attention to is that there should be some legisla-
tion which would enable the Government to appoint officials
who would prevent vessels from going out either over-
loaded or in an nnseaworthy condition. Now, I think that
this duty might be performed at the different ports by Cus.
tom house officers. Any man can tell when a vessel is
overloaded; and if the Custom house officer at any port saw
a barge overloaded in tow of a steamer, he should have
power to say. You shall not go out in that condition and in
this weather, becanse it is not safe, If there was some
power of that sort given to the collectors of the different
ports, I think the difficulty would be met; but at present
the demand for vessels is so great that I am afraid that,
during the coming season, unless something is done, the
losses will be repeated on a far larger scale than hitherto,
The Department of Marine has done a great deal for
the lake navigation, We have had a hydrographic survey
going on from year to year; rocks and shoals have been
discovered which were never dreamed of, some of which,
very ‘probably, led to losses on former occasions. Perhaps
the Wabuno struck on one of these rocks, and the 4sia may
have struck one of them., In the case of the Wabuno, not
asingle soul was saved ; in that of the Asta, two got ashore.
This hydrogeaphic survey is doing an immense deal of
good, I think, however, that the Department of Marine
should take this matter up and provide means of inspecting
vessels, as to how loaded, before they leave port, and
should also give authority to someone at each and all of the
different ports to prevent vessels from going out when in an
unseaworthy condition, or too heavily laden. I may men-
tion that in the United States they are no better off than
we are, On the other side of the iakes a great many losses
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have also occurred, and the matter has been brought before
Congress by some of the representatives of the lake
distriots. As representing a lake district myself, I considered
it my duty to bring this matter before Parliament. The
losses on the other side have been even greater than on
this side, and the representations I have referred to brought
the matter forward with a view to obtaining legislation on
the subject. It has been suggested that there should be
line marks on the vessels, one for summer and one for fall,
what is known as & Plimsoll line, that is, a line beyond
which the vessel should not be loaded, one for the stormy
weather in the fall and another for the summer season. I
think if some such sistem were adopted, it would be the
means of praventing the great loss of life that occurs; but,
above all, let something be done to prevent these unsea-
worthy barges being towed by steamers, for they are sure
to be ocut adrift any moment a storm arises. That is the
main thing to be provided against now, and if that were
done I have no doubt the wants of navigation would be
met,

Mr, FOSTER. The information for which the hon.
gentleman has asked is now being printed or has been
printed, in the report of the Department, which will be laid
on the Table in a day or two. I suggest that the hon.
gontleman allow his motion 10 stand until he sees that
report, and if it does not include all the information desired,
additional information will be brought down, I think, how-
ever, he will find everything required in the report.

~ Mr. DAWSON moved the adjournment of the debate.
Motion agreed to, and debate adjourned.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES,

Sir ;OHN A, MACDONALDP moved:

That a Special Committee of seven members be appointed to prepare
and report, with all convenient speed, lists of members to compose the
Belect Btlndms Oommittees, ordered by the House on Thursday, the
28rd inst., and that Sir John A. Maedonald, Sir Hector Langevin, 8ir
Richard dmwright and Messrs. MoLelan, Bowell, Laurier and Mills, do

' compose said Oommittee.

Motion agreed to.
ADJOURNMENT—THE FISHERIES TREATY.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House.

Mr. LAURIER. May I ask the right hon.gentleman
to explain why the Fisheries Treaty and papers have not
yet been brought down ; also when we may expeot them ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The papers are not yet
complete,

Mr. LAURIER. Can we have them to-morrow ?
Sir JOBRN A. MACDONALD. In afew days.
Mr, LAURIER. Nothing more precise than that ?

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD. No.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Imay be misinformed,
‘but I saw it stated in an American newspaper that the
had been presented to the Senate, protocols and all. Is
that statement correct ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I may say that that state.
ment i8 not correct. I had a telogram from Mr. Bergae
yesterday, eaying that he expected to be able to send the
final protocols to mein & day or iwo, that they would
leave Washington to-morrow.

Mr, MACKENZIE, It is to be hoped they will improve
by keeping.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. We shall see,

Mr. Dawson.

RETURN ORDERED.

Retura showing the several sums of money paid in costs, counsel fees
or otherwise, directly or indirectly, connected with the suit, *‘ The 8t.
Catharines ﬁilling and Lumbering Company ws. The Queen ; ' the party
or parties to whom paid, the date of payment, and the several accounts
m slllwwing the full amounts paid and the dates of payments.—(Mr.

ullen.)

Motion agreed to; and House adjourned at 3:50 p.m.

_HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Tuxspay, 28th February, 1888,

The SrasxER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PrAYERs.
STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD presented the:Report of the
Special Committee appointed to prepare and report lists of
the Select Standing Committees for the present Session.
He moved that the portion of the Report relating to the
Committee on Standing Orders be adopted.

Motion agreed to.
REPORTS.

Report of the Postmaster-General for the year 1887.—
(Mr. MoLelan.)

Report of the Becretary of State of Canadas, for the year
ended 31st December, 1887.—(Mr. Chapleau.)

DEBATES TRANSLATORS—QUESTION
- OF PRIVILEGE.

Mr. LAURIER, Before the Orders of the Day are
called, I beg to rise to a question of privilege. Iam in-
formed that you, Mr. Speaker, in the exercise of the power
which you have assumed as Speaker of this House, have
dismissed thrse of the translators of the Debates from the
Imsitions which they had received at the hands of the House, -

may say at once, Mr. Speaker, with all due respect to
your decision, and in my humble judgment, that I have not
the least doubt that you have exceeded your authority and
invaded the privilege of this House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman
puts it, as I understand it, upon the ground that the
Speaker has exceeded his authority ?

Mr. LAURIER. Yes.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. That will be a question
of privilege. I have no doubt the Speaker will be quite
ready to decide, :

Mr, SPEAKER. The papers will be brought down to-
morrow.

KENT (ONT.) CONTROVERTED ELECTION.

. House resumed the adjourned debate on the proposed
motion of Sir John A. Macdonsald : That the certificate of
the Honorable Mr. Justice Osler, dated the 17th day of
November instant, in the matter of the controverted elec-
tion for the Electoral District of the County of Kent in the
Province of Ontario, which was laid before the House on
the 23rd instant, be referred to the Select Standing Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections.

Mr. LAURIER. I would call the attention of the right
hon. gentleman to this matter again, and 1 believe that
if he will take it into consideration once more, he will
come to the conclusion that the writ ought to issue at once,
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The general rule which is followed, and which is a matter
of eqnity, is, that as soon as a vacancy occurs in the repre-
sentation of the House, Mr. Speaker is to issue his warrant
at once for & new election, The aim is to provide that no
interregnum shall occur in the representation of this
House. There is, however, an exception to this, and it is
the only exception, so far as I am aware, If the vacancy
occurs after the judgment of a court, and if the judge who
has tried the petition, reports to the House thai in his
opinion there is cause to believe that extensive bribery and
corrupt practices have {Jrevailed, or that the enquiry has
been rendered incomplete by the action of any of the
parties to the petition, or that a farther enquiry be desirable
as to whether corrupt practices have extensively prevailed,
then, in such a case, the Speaker has to withhold the issu-
ing of a writ, and to await the action of the House, and
under such circumstances the House alone is to order the
issue of & new writ. Now, what is the reason of this ex-
ception? It is to be found in the suabsequent Act, which is
the “ Act respecting enquiries into corrupt practices at Elec-
tions of Members of the House of Commons.” This Act
provides that whenever such & report as I have mentioned
18 made by a judge, that is to say, when a judge reports
that, in his opinion, there have been extensive cor-
rupt practices, or that the engquiry has been incom-
plete, and that it is desirable to have & further enquiry
into the matter, then, upon an address, 8 Commission may
issue further o investigate the matter, further to ascertain
how far corrupt practices may have prevailed, and how far
the electorate of the county has been affected by cor-
raption, in order that the House, with the evidence before
it, may judge whether extraordinary measures are necessi-
tated. Now, in this case, it seems to me that the report
made by the judge precludes the House from making any
further enquiry. Now, although this matter may be, to a
eertain extent, left to the discretion of the Houso, although
the statute does not say that, as soon as the judge has made
such a report, the Commission is to igsue, but the House it-
self is to say whether the Commission is to issue or not.
Under all these circumstances great weight is to be
attached to the opinion of the judge. So far as I have
observed, whenever a judge has made such a report, if he
made it simply in the language of the stalute, adding
pothing farther, I would be disposed, for my part, to take the
ruling of the judge and to say that under such circamstances
the law and justice would be met by issuing a Commission
just to ascertain how far corrupt practices have prevailed.
But in this case the judge seems to have made a special
report, He not only reported in the langnage of the statute,
but he went beyond the language of the statute. The
roport made by the judge says :

¢ There is reagon to believe that corrupt practices have prevailed ex-
tensively at the said election. [ am not, however, of opinion (8o far as
I can form an opinion from anything which came before me on the trial)
that the enquiry Into the eircumstances of the election has been rendered
incomplete by the action of any of the parties to the petition, or that
further enquiry as to whether corrupt practices have prevailed exten-
sively is desirable, by which term I understand, likely to prove useful
or effectual.”
Now, it seems to me that in adding these words the judge
has precluded that matter from going further, that is to
say, his opinion can be accepted by this House and ought
10 be accepted by this House. He went further than the
statute goes. I can understand that there might be some
difficulty in the construction of this statute. It is not
perbaps framed as happily as it might have been. These
words added : “ or that further enquiry as to whether cor
rupt practices have prevailed, is desirable,” whether those
terms apply only to & case when an enquiry has been
prevented by the action of the parties, or whetber
they will also apply to this statate, that might perhaps be
a sabject for a.gument and contention, But in this
caso, I think there is no ground for question. The

judge states that in this oase, according to his opinion, not
only further enquiry is not desirable, but he goes farther
and says that he does mnot believe that farther enquiry
would prove nseful or effectual. Well, if in the opinion of the
judge who tried the case, that there is no reason for further
enquiry, that it would prove useless or ineffectual, I do not
see that the House ought to go any farther and order & new
enquiry. The reference which was made by the right hon.
gentleman was to ascertain whether, according to the terms
of the statute, 8 Commission should issue. Now, if the writ
is not to issue at present, if it is to be suspended, what can
be the reason ? Why should we delay the issuing of & writ
and leave the county unrepresented, unless there is reason
to suppose that a farther enquiry may be necessary, in order
to ascertain whother any extraordinary measure should be
taken ¥ Bat since the judge says that in his opinion no
further enquiry is necessary, that it would prove useless
and ineffectual, I think that under such circumstances we
should accept his ruling and say that the writ shall issue, and
that the county shall not be left unrepresented. ~We must
remember that the judge said he had found certain parties

uilty and had pucished them, and that, after having ex-
gausted the matter, he advises the House that it would be
better to leave the matter where it is and to issne a new writ.
We must remember that the judge has had this matter in
hand, the trial seems to have been exhsausted, nothing
seems to have been left undone, all the eircumstances must
have been considered, the guilty parties seem to have been
brought before him, and having all the facts and parties
before him he says that, in his opinion, there is no occasion
to go any farther. I believe under such circumstances,
were it not for the rider whioch thg judge himself has placed
in his report, I would be disposed to agree with the right
hon. gentleman ; but as there is such a rider the law may
bo allowed to take its course and the Speaker order the
issue of the writ. If that ridor were not in the report I
would be glad to have agreed to the course snggested by
the hon. gentleman, but as it is inserted there by the judﬁo
himself, the matter seems to be determined and & writ might
issue at once without any farther enquiry.

Mr. THOMPSON. I thiok the hon, gentleman, in dis-
cussing this question has to some extent misapprehended
the reasons on which the motion has been founded. I
think the hon, gentleman bas been discussing it as if it
were founded on a view of the practice in this case—as if
it were proposed that the Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tions shonld be asked to consider the merits of this cise of
the riding of West Kent alone, and what should be done in
regard to it. I think the object of the propnsed reference to
theCommitteeon Privileges and Elections is somewhat wider
than that. If itis not the first time this question has arisen,
it i3 on very rare occasions that such a question does ariss,
and it is most important that Parliament should settle once
for all what should be done when judges make a report like
this in regard to the prevalence of corrapt praetices at
elections, and with this view the matter should be referred
to the Committee on Privileges and Klecotions. I take a
somewhat different view from the hon. gentleman, and
without at all prejudging the conclusion which may be
arrived at by the Committee on Privileges, I may put that
view forward for the present as indicating what may be
suggested in opposition to the hon. gentieman’s line of
argument, and it is this: The statute provides—and the
hon. gentleman will indulge me in quoting it, because I
am stating it from memory, and am only referring to
those parts of the stitute which may be pertinent to the
present discussion—that when & judge reports the seat
vacani, & writ may i-sue on the Speaker’s warrant,
except in two cases, One is the casc in which a judge
makes & report that corrupt practices have generally pre-
vailed, and the other is the cese in which he reports that
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enguiry has been frustrated ([ am paraphrasing the words

of the Act, but I think [ am not departing from the sense),

and that some further enquiry is therefore necessary, 1
take it that in either of those two cases Parliament con-
tcmplated, in passing tho Controverted Elections Act, that
the hands of the Speaker should be stayel until the action
of Parliament in regard to either of those questions was
determined. In the first place because, if it ba a case of
corrapt practices having extensively prevailed, it is for
Parliament to consider what remedy it will apply to that
state of affairs in that constituency. It may overlook the
fact that corrupt practices have exteunsively prevailed and
order the writ to issue, as the hon. gentleman suggests it
should do in this case. It may be, on the other hand, that
the House will stay its band. and not order the writ to
issue until a Bill has been introduced to disfranchise that
constituency for a limited time, as has been done some-
times in the Imperial Parliament; or until & Royal Com.
mission shall issue to ascertain to what extent corrupt
practices have generally prevailed, .in order that, if they
have prevailed to an alarming.extent, indicating a disposi-
tion in the county to frustrate the will of the counstituency,
a measure of disfranchisement may follow. So the
object of having the judge report that corrupt practices
have extensively prevailed may be, first, the introduction
of a Bill for the disfranchising of the constituency on the
judge’s report, or second, the issue of a Commission of En-
quiry to ascertain more fully than the judge has been able
to do, in disposing of the petition which he had in hand,
how far those corrupt practices have generally prevailed. In
considering the report which the learned juige has sent in
to this House we find, as the hoa., geutieman has stated,
that he has reported that corrupt practices have extensively
prevailed. He has added, as the hon. gentleman has said,
& rider stating that full enquiry bas been made and
no further enquiry is, in his opinion, necessary., I take
it, that the judge’s report in regard to further enquiry
relates entirely to the enquiry before himself. It disposes

of the second proposition put forward as an exception in the.

statute. The learned judge indicates that the trial of the
election petition has proceeded without interruption
before him, and he had all the evidence recessary to
come to a conclusion, not only that the seat ought to

be vacated, but to enable him to report that corrupt.

practices had generally prevaiicd at the election, Bat the

rider which the judge has added can have no relation whatever’

to the enquiry which it is the right of this Housc to make as
to how far corrupt practices have prevailed, and as to how
far remedial legislation should be passed in regard to the
constituency. It was entirely beyond the scope of the
judge’s enquiry to report in relation to any necessity for any
farther investigation, beyond those matters which were
brought before him under the petition, and he certainly did
not intend by that rider to intimate that there was no neces-
sity for Parliament making any further enquiry, butthat the
writ should forthwith issue. That was & matter in refer.

ence to which he has no jurisdiction whatever, and I am |

sure he did not intend to suggest that, As a further
illustration on the point, let me suggest to the House what
the result would be of adopting, as a matter of course, the
suggestion of the hon, gentleman that the writ should issue
immediately on & report like this. It would entirely frus.
trate the operation of that portion of the section which
makes exception of the case in which a judge reports that
corrupt practices have generally prevailed. It would lead
to this result: That when a judge reports that corrupt

ractices have generally prevailed, and that the enquiry

efore him has been conclusive as to the fact that corrupt
practices have gencrally prevailed, that that fact is no
longer in controversy, the provision of the statate that
the issue of the writ shall be stayed by the report that corrupt
practices have prevailed, is entirely frustrated. I donot mean

My, TaompsoN,

to say that the interpretation I have putforward is one that
the House will adopt or the committes will adopt; but
inasmuch as the statute is open to the construction and the
report of the judge is a special one, I think it is but reason-
able that the opinion of the Committee on Privileges and
Elections, which is in the habit of advising the House on
questions referred to them, should be ascertained, so that in
any such case the practice may be well understood. In
this instance no inconvenience has been felt. The report
of the judge was received but a short time before the open-
ing of Parliament ; but cases might assume much greater
importance, if, shortly after prorogation, such a report was
made and action was taken without the House having an
opportunity to make enquiry or apply the remedy that
Parliament, I think, intended should be in the hands of the
House, whenever & judge reports that corrapt practices
have extensively prevailed in a constituency.

Mr, DAVIES (P.EI1) I think the action of the House
is important in establishing a precedent which may pro-
bably be hereafter acted upqn. 1f I understand the hon.
gentleman correctly, he was of the opinion that the matter
should be sent to the Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tions, because there was some doubtful point of law arising
in regard to the statute. I understand that such is not now
his desire, and I have failed to ascertain from the speech of
the Minister of Justice exactly what were the reasons for

roposiong to refer it to the Committee on Privileges and

tections. If the position taken was that the law was
doubtfal and that the Houso had a right.to be advised by
the Committee on Privileges and Elections, composed, as it
is; almost entirely of lawyers, I think it was one that ought
to be approved and adopted. The practice has been laid
down lately by the British Parliament. I take it, that,
under our statute, if a judge reports simply vhat there have
been corrupt practices prevailing in the election, or that he
has reason to believe that there have been eorrupt practices
prevailing, then it is the duty of those in charge of the
proceedings of this House to propose, not that the House
shall act on that report, for there is no evidence before
it under which to act, but their duty is, and it is the
practice in tha British Parliament for the Attorney General
to move for & Royal Commission to take evidence on
the statoment of the judge and report to the House, on
which report a Bill is brought in to disfranchise the con.
stituency, or other action is taken by the House. Here, if
the learned judge had confinel himself to reporting in com-
pliance with the statute, that he had reason to believe that
corrupt practices prevailed extensively, I take it that the
hon, gentleman could not have referred it to the Elections
Committee. There would have been nothing torefer. His
coursge then would have been, in accordance with English pre-
cedents, to have moved for the issue of a Royal Commission,

The House might, or might not, have assented to his propo-

sition; that would have been a matter entirely in their discre-
tion. In some cases they did accept the notice of the law
officers of the Crown, and the Royal Commission issued. In
other cases they did not accept it. The Act is, no doubt, de-
fective in some respects, for the House had not the material to
enable it to form & proper judgment. In this case I asiume
that both sides of the House will agree that it is important
for the House to act promptly—that if an enquiry ought to
be made, it should be made at an early date; and if we have
anything on the record to lead us to the conclusion that an
enquiry is unnecessary, we ought to havo the writ issued
without delay. It seems to me we have something on the
record. After stating that there is reason to believe that
corrupt practices have prevailed, the judge expresses the
opinion that farther enquiry as to whether corrupt prac.

ticos have prevailed extensively is not mnecessary
in the public ioterest. Well, the judge is the
only person capable of forming an opinion on
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that subject, for he is the only ome who has the
evidence before him, and therefore at his suggestion it
would be proper for the Government to issue the writ,
That opinion of the judge appears to be strengthened by
statements in other parts of his report. It appears that
only two voters were proved to have been guilty of corrapt
practices, of whom one has been punished, and proceedings
against the other are now pending. In these circumstances,
in the face of the judge’s advice~to the House that, in his
opinion, any further enquiry would be useless; in the
absence of any statements from & responsible Minister that
he has information justifying any further enquiry, and
there being no legal question on which the Committee on
Privileges and Elections should be called to pronounce, it
seems to me that the more liberal and straightforward course
for the Houee to take would be to order that the writ do
issue at once, If the judge had not given us the informa-
tion he has, I for one would have been inclined to favor
the adoption of the English practice as the only proper
one, namely, that 8 Royal Commission should issue, so that
when we had the evidence before us we could form our own
opinion as to whether the constituency should be disfran-
chised or not. The judge’s opinion is not exactly limited
as the Minister of Justice stated, It is as follows:—

I am not, however, of opinion (so far as I can form an opinion from

anything which came before me on the trial) that the enquiry into the
circumstances of the election has been rendered incomplete by the
action of any of the parties to the petition, or that further enquiry as to
whether corrupt practices have prevailed extensively is desirable, by
which term I understand likely to prove useful or effectual.”
In the absence of other information, I think we ought
to accept the judge’s opinion, and if we do there is no other
course open to us but to issue the writ, It scems to me,
therefore, that the reference to the committee will only
cause delay, incur a precedent which may not be desirable,
and not be productive of any good.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I understand, from the
hon. gentleman’s speech, as well as from the speech of my
hon, friend from Quebec, that they agree that -the
matter is a matter for the House and not for the Speaker.

Mr. LAURIER, Yes.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. That is to say, the war-
rant could not issue from the Speaker on the report, but it
was an action for the Hoase, If that is the case, the House
has to deal with the matter. I contend, as I have always
contended, that the House ought not in any case to inter-
fere when a point of law is raised, without the advice of the
Committee on Privileges and Elections, which is a body
specially chosen from the legal experts on both sides of the
House to advise the House in all such cases. I think it is
of very great importance that the rule should be invariable,
that when any question of this kind comes before the House,
on which there can be any doubt whatever, the House
should get the assistance of the standing committee which
it has appointed for that purpose.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I do not understand, from the
cbservations which have been made on either side of the
House, that there is any matter in doubt. The judge has
reported that, in his opinion, corrupt practices have exten-
sively prevailed in the constitnency. That was sufficient

to prevent you issuing the writ immediately. But what is

the question at law? ~Upon what does the House seek ad-
vice? I fancy the hon. gentleman does not propose, under
any circumstances, to disfranchise the constituency. We
are not exactly in the position of England in that respect.
Each Province is entitled to a certain representation under
our constitution. This Parliament has no right to alter the
proportions of that representation, and if the hon. gentle-
man were to propose to disfranchise the constituency on
account of corrupt practices, he would have to find another
constituency in the Proviuce of Ontario, to which the right

of representation should be, for the time, given. Now, I
thivk that is a very grave question, and it is one which
ought not to be raised upon such a report as has been made
in this case. If the hon, gentleman thinks that corrupt
practices have prevailed extensively in a constituency, and
that an investigation should be had for the purpose of ascer-
taining the extent of those corrupt practices, and meting out
punishment, under the law, to those who do not appear o
have been adjudged at the trial, that is a matter which can
be attended to after the writ has issved quite as well as be-
fore. It is wholly independent of the issue of the writ, It
is not necessary that the issue of the writ should be delayed
for the purpose of pursming that investigation. The only
occasion for delaying the issue of the writ is where corrupt
practices have been carried on to such & serious extent as
to warrant the House in recommending the withdrawal of
the representation from the particular constituency. Now,
I have no doubt the Iirst Minister and the Minister of Jus-
tice have examined the evidence in this case. I apprehend
that they would not, upon the mere recommendation of the
judge, without looking at the evidence supporting that opin-
ion, have proposed 8o grave a course of procedure as that
recommended to the House. I venture to say that no elec-
tion trial has taken place in the Province of Ontario—I do
not know what has been the case olsewhere—not even that
in which the First Minister was held to have conducted his
election in Kingston fairly, in which fewer corrupt practices
have been disclosed than in the very election trial which
Judge Osler here reports. There may have been some-
thing in the conduct of the witnesses who came before the
judge, to give him the impression that corrapt practices
extensively prevailed; but I think that has not been dis-
closed in the evidence taken at the trial. The hon. gentle.
man does not for one moment seriously entertain the idea
of disfranchising the constituency. There is then no reason
whatever why the issuing of the writ should be further de-
layed, The writ may be issued at once, and if the hon.
gentleman thinks that it is necessary—if these parties that
the judge may have had in his mind have been guilty of
corrupt practices, and ought to have been punizhed-—then
he can proceed with that enquiry under the statute, without
referecce to any delay in issuing the writ.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I do not want to have
further enquiry, bocause the judge has stated it is not
advisable to have further enquiry. The hon. gentleman
volunteers the statement that this constituency has been
exceptionally pure, to use a phrase used elsewhere. Is he
not rather bringing a serious charge against Judge Osler,
who says it has not been exceptionally pure, but that
corrupt practices have prevailed there. The hon. gentle-
man says there is a diffcrence between our constitution and
the BEnglish constitution, in that every Province here has
the right to be represented by so many members. I thought
Scotland had a right to have so many members, and Ireland
and England ; and yet this statute has been passed giving
power to suspend an election in any one of tho three king-
doms, without the charge being brought tbat either Eng-
land, or Ireland, or Seotland, as the case may be, was dis-
franchised, or the proportion of representation altered.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I would like to ask the hon.
gentleman whether the Parliament of the United Kingdom
cannot change the proportion, whether the Parliament of
the United Kingdom is not supreme, and whether this
Parliament is supreme to change the constitntion and
determine that representation shall be other than by
population ?

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. That is not the question.
The question is this: Each of the three kingdoms has the
right to be represented, of course, in & certain proportion ;
and until our law is altered by the Imperial power, by the
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power that has the right to alter it, each Province has the
right to a certain number of representatives. While the
election law of England exists, providing for the number
of representatives in each of the kingdoms, that proportion
must be observed; yet in England, again and again, when
corrupt practices have been shown, as in Sudbury, St.
Albans, and very many other constituencies, the oonsti-
tuencies hava been hung up.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). That is & loval change.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Now there is no necessity
for a delay like this. The eommittee will be struck to-
morrow, they can meet in a day or two and decide this
important question. It is a very important question, look:
ing upon it as I do.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). What is the question ?

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The question is, what is
the consequence here of the report made by the judge ?

Motion agreed to, on a division.

CANADIAN FISHING VESSELS.

Mr. EDGAR asked, Whether Canadian fishing vessels
are required to report, enter or clear when putting into
Canadian ports or harbors for shelter or repairing dam
ages? 2. Whether Canadian fishing vessels, when in
any Canadian bay or harbor for the purposes of shelter or
repairing damages, of purchasing wood, or of obtaining
water, are liable for harbor dues, tonnage dues, buoy dues,
light dues or other similar dues?

Mr, FOSTER. Canadian fishing vessels are required to
report, enter or clear when they put into Canadian ports or
harbors for shelter or repairing damages, provided they
require to communicate with the shore or remain over
twenty-four hours, When they merely run in and remain at
anchor for a few hours, they are not required to report, All
fishing vessels are exempt from sick mariners dues, They
have, however, the option of paying them and securing the
benefits of the fund, Harbor masters’ dues are, by Chapter
86, Revised Statutes, exacted at ports proclaimed under the
Act, from all vessels entering and discharging or taking in
cargo, ballast, stores wood or water. These would not,
therefore, be legally required from Canadian fishing vessels
in for shelter and repairs, and in practice are seldom
exaoted from apy Canadian fishing vessels. In Halifax,
harbor masters’ dues are not paid by any vessels under
twenty tons, nor by coasting vessels, which include fishing
vessels, At Pictou and Sydney, harbor dues are, by Acts of
Parliament,exacted from all veseels over forty tons register ;
whether, in practice, fishing vessels are exempt when over
forty tons cannot be stated withount correspondence with the
barbor masters of these ports, All vessels under eighty tons
are exempted from compulsory pilotage dues by the general
Act. Pilotage authorities have, in addition, the power to
make other exemptions with consent of the Governor in
Council, and have generally exempted fishing vessels, No
tonnage, light or buoy dues are collected in Canada.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD presented a Message from
His Excellency the Governor General.

Mr. SPEAKER read the Message, as follows : —

Laxrspownn.

The Governor General transmits to the House of Oommons, a copy of
& despatch, dated 19th July, 1887, from the Right Honorable Sir Henry
Holland, Secretary of State for the Colonies, conveying the thauks of
Her Majesty for the joint Address of the Senate and House of Commons
of Canada, offering their sincere congratulations on the completion of
the fiftieth year of Her reign.

Goveruuznt Ho!
. Orrawa, zsmtbmry, 1888,

h
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ADJOURNMENT~—THE TARIFF—COMBINES,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Before the House
adjourns I would call the attention of the Finance Minister
and the First Minister to the fact that I observe in the
Montresl Gazette of Tuesday, February 28th, the statement
that they are authorised to announce to all and sundry
that no change whatever would be made in the tariff. It
may be very convenient indeed that such an announcement
should be made, but it strikes me as slightly contrary to
custom that any organ, however zealous a supporter of the
hon, gentleman, should be authorised to speak in aumthori-
tative terms as to such a very imyportant question. I think
it would have been better that snch a statement had been
made in answer to & question put by one of the hon. gen-
tleman’s supporters in this House; but are we to under-
stand that from this time forth the Montreal Gazette prac-
tically supplants the Canada Gazette for the purpose of
giving general information, and most important general
information this undounbtedly is ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I can only say that, so far
as I am concerned, the statement that has been made has
not my authority. I was asked by a gentleman connected
with the press, whether it was expected that there would
be any material modifications of the tariff this Session, and
I said I hoped it would not be necessary to open the tariff
at all, but it was simply an expression of opinion in answer
to an enquiry, and I thonght it was of some advantage that
the statement should go to the country, because it would
prevent a great many deputations and parties coming to
Ottaws, at great trouble and expense to themselves, visiting
the capital, when I thought it was not likely to be attonded
with the result they anticipated; butthere was no intention -
to say more than to express my personal impression and
hope that it would not be necessary to open the tariff at all.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). Was this an assurance to the
sugar combine of Montreal ?

Mr, MITCHELL, Iam glad to find that the Govern-
ment have taken a new way of communicating to the
public their intentions with regard to public policy. There
i8 a great deal of interest felt now in what are called the
combines. In Montreal there are & number of combines
now, and I see by this morning’s paper that there is a new
combine, 8 combine of wringers, that is, proprietors of
washing machines. In Montreal we have a cotton combine,
a flour combine, a sugar combine, & rubb »r combine, a shirt-
makers’ combine, and an undertakers’ combine. ‘We cannot
even get buried on moderate terms now, though, no doubt,
the Government would like to bury some of us. Though
it may be proper for the Government to send this statement
through the-press, I think it would not be wise to follow
that a8 a principle hereafter, because it is very unwise and
very unfair to lay down an absolute statement that there
shall not be any changes in the tariff. Some of these com-
bines may make claims for the services which they have ren-
dered to the Government within the last two years, and the
Government may be hampered in dealing with their claims
by & statement of this kind. 1 think it would not be wise
for the Government to adopt that course in order to inform
the public of their intentions, I was rather sorry to hear
the Finance Minister say that he had given this as a sort of
anthoritative statement. At first he said he had not made
an authoritative statement on the subject, but afterwards
he said something which meant that it was an authoritative
statement. If he is going to give this sort of information -
to the press, let him give it to all the gapers; let him give
it to the Herald, the true organ of publioc opinion.

Motion agreed to ; and House adjourned at 4:10 p.m,
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.
WEeDNESDAY, 29th February, 1888,
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock.

PraYERS,

MEMBER INTRODUCED,

The following member, having previously taken the oath
according to law, and subscribed the roll containing the
same, took his seat in the House :—

Gzorae F. Bairp, Ezquire, Member for the Eleetoral District of Queen’s,
N.B., introduced by Sir Joha A. Macdonald and the Hon. Mr. Foster,

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DEBATES.

Mr. DESTARDINS presented the First Report of the Select
Committee appointed to supervise the Debates of this House.
He said: With the leave of the House I move that this re-
port be now adopted. It is desirabie that no delay should
oceur in the arrangements for the reporting and publishing
of the Debates. These are only preliminary arrangements,
and ought to be adopted immediately in order that the work
may go on,

Mr. MITCHELL, 1 think, before we adopt that report,
we onght to know what it is.

Mr, DESJARDINS, It has just been read.

Mr. MITCHELL. I think it should lie upon the Table
of the House, in order that we may have an opportunity of
studying it.

Mr. DESJARDINS, There is nothing in it but the ap-
pointment of & reporter to succeed Mr. Eyvel, and & recom-
mendation of the same arrangements that we have made
the last two years, because the Government printing estab-
lishment is not yet in operation.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD, I think ithad better stand
over.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES,
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That the report of the Special Committee appointed to strike the
Select Standing Committees be adopted.

Ho said: With the consent of the House, I propose to strike

from the Committee on Agriculture the name of the Minis-
ter of Militia, and insert the name of Mr. Gigault,

Mr. LAURIER. I would at the same time propose that
the name of Mr. Langelier (Montmorency) be substituted
for that of Mr, Chouinard.

Motion agreed to; said committees being composed as
follows :—

No. 1.—-ON PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS.
Messieurs

Amyot, Girouard, Mclntyre,
Barron, all, Mills (Bothwell),
Beausoleil, Hudspeth, Moncreiff
Blake, Ives, Muloek,
Caron, Kirkpatrick, Patterson (Essex),
Casgrain, Langelier(Montmor’ ey}, Préfontaine,
Chaplean, Langelier (Quebec),  Prior,
Oolby, Langevin, Riopel,
Qostigan, Laurier, Roysl,
Ourran, Lister, Temple,
Davies, Macdonald (8ir John), Thompson
Deeaalniers, Mackenzie, Tapper (('Jumberland),
Desjardins, McOarthy

Weldon éubert), and

Edp& IIcDonald’(Victoria), Weldon (8t. John).—42.

No. 2—ON EXPIRING LAWS.

Meagieurs
Armstrong, Ferguson (Renfrew), Meclutyre,
Audet, Freeman, Perley (Assiniboia),
QCsameron, Gaillet, Putnam,
COoughlin, Hale, Royal,
COouture, Hesson, Ste. Marie,
Daly, Labrosse, Tyrwhitt, -
Daoust, Lang, ard, and
De 8t. Georges, Livingston, Yeo.—325.
Doyon,

And that the Quorum of the said Committee do oconsist of Seven
Members.

No. 3.—0ON RAILWAYS, OANALS AND TELEGRAPH LINES.

Messieurs
Amyot, Fisher, Mulock,
Armstrong, Foster, Patterson (Essex),
Bain (Soulanges), Gaudet, Perley ( Assiniboia),
Bain (Wentworth), Geoffrion, Perley (Ottawa),
Baird, Gillmor, Perry,
Barron, Girouard, Pope,
Beauasoleil, Godbout, Porter,
Béchard, Gordon, Préfontaine,
Bergeron, Grandbois, Prior,
Bergin, Guay, Purcell,
Bernier, Guilbault, Rinfret,
Blake, Hafgart, Riopel,
Borden, Hale, Robillard,
Bourassa, Hall, Ross,
Bowell, Hesson, Royal,
Bowman, Hickey, Rykert,
Boyle, Henderson, Scarth,
Brien, Holton, Scri