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MARGARET'S FIRST FAULT
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L. “Margaret wag sixteen, and they aw duod her in Qamdlse ng

had said to his angels: « This child is an angel like nue of you: and

>

“as” misfortune may come to hor ov earth T will recall her when the

flowers fade, '

She was a humble, gentle and very pxous maiden, One ewnmg
of a summcra day,-Margaret sat before her door spinning the house-
hold linen and singing < 4»umplu song; «when a:neighbor appro: mhed in
holiday ‘attire, “hurrying 16 4 merry- makmg She paused for a momcnt
bvtoro arg'iret to display her new dress, her. necklace and mrmgs
i'md held forth her hand.to dhow a gold ring which s,rhttered on her
!mgm‘. And as she hurried on, Margaret followed her .wi ith a glance
'(HIK‘]I troubled Tier guardian angel. Thelinen spcd less rapidly through
M(lrgurets {ingers, the hum of the busy wheel ceased and the dlsl(lﬂ
fell from her hand:The noise of its fall -awakened her from her
reverie and sheraised: her eyes.to behold standing before her in the
rich dr(’ss of ‘a courtier, uand: holding :in-his hand a hat Adrom wlnch
hihg ‘& Tong- carling plume; a eavalier, who, in a soft and hone)c-d
voxce mumrud the way “to neighboring: village.-

:\mrgare{ extendéd her hand.in the direction of the. route lxe

'“'aé to take.: The stranger bowed: and :in requital of the service drew

fr'dm ins‘ hand- a‘ring i which: sparkled a diamond as brilliant as a
stir! qhnt xt ‘on’ M: mrarets finger, who fouud it more beautiful thau
that (rf her* mm]mnum SR R T

Il stranger’s face it up mth a \ernwv ‘,ulf\ when sudd r\nh
a beggnr i rags appmm hed aund in a broken voice, cried: (Imrm

good maiden. = * "~ At ie sy e

- Margaret drew’ th(- ring Trom hvx' lmgn dlld droppod n m the i

: ox.tstretched palm of the suppliant. .

3

The stranger utiered a ery of mgL aud treu'hed forth m: hand

to“ard the young girl, but- the beggar;. who .was. 0o other than Mar- z; :

ga.ret" guardian angel, covered her ‘with his: wings,; it
"And Ratan, who had come to tempt her ,fled howling w 1th rage ,f
Thn same evening the guardian angel - sped to heaven, and,
bowing before the goud God said: “«* Lord, it would be well to recull
Margafet the ilowers are about to fade. - G
“-And- the "¢00d God ‘replied: . « Pulm lhy mission, -
And the next day Maré‘u'et dmd
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