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VEry kind and encouraging words como to us
‘from Westport, concerning our Evangolist—Bro.
Applegate. Brethren, let us pray for him. Paul
sought the prayers of his brothren. Said he:
Pray for us * * * that we may be delivered from
sinreasonable men, ¥ * * that I may opon my
mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the

. Gospol.

Tneaged apostle of the Gentilus gave, among what
might be termed his dying injunctions, this advice
to Timothy: ‘‘Hold fast the form of sound words.”
His love for and fidelity to God's word stand out
in atrong contrast to that of many of tho so-called
religious teachers of to-day.

WE havo received a little book of forty-five pagus
—written by Bro. R. W, Stevenson, formerly of
P. E. 1., but now of Syracuse, N. Y. 'I'ho work is
ountitled, ** A Conversation on Christian Union.”
The question is presented 1n a dialogue form, in
which Bros. Alpha and Beta spend a few evenings
together and in a friendly way discuss this allimport-
aut subject. The bouk costs but 15 cents and can
be had by writing to Bro. Stovenson, Syracuse,
N. Y.

ONg or more of our young men now at Lexington,
Ky., will soon ba through their college course, and
if we expect them to returu lo these parts to labor
for the Master, we should write them at once—

" before offers are mado and accepted for other parts.
Should any of the churches in either one of the
three Marilime provinces be desirous of knowing
the terms upon which the labors of these young
men can be secured, and will write us, the informa-

* tion will bo forwarded. Write at once if you wish

to know,

Tae meeoting at Hutchinson, Kansas, conducted
by Bros. J. V. Updike and Easton, must have
beén a grand meeting. It lasted thirty-seven
days, inoluding six Lord’s days, closiug on the
night of December 22nd with 384 additions—270
wero by confession and Laptism aud 114 from other
churches.

We learn that Bro. H. \V, Stewart, of South-
port, P, E. I, has been compelled, by reason of
failing health, to give up for a time his work at
Knoxville, Tenn. The doctor has ordered him a

- three months’ rest. The hard study at college
followed immediately with untiring efforts 1o assist
the brethren (among whom his lot had been cast)

- to hold'forth the word of life, was too inuch for
him. Wa are in hopes that our brother will soon
be able to resume his labor of love,

Durinu the past month we had the pleasure on
two occasions of slipping down to Lubec, Maine, to
seo the oncouraged condition of our brethren in
that place. The untiring efforts of these breth-
ron have been blessod oven moro than they dared
to have hoped.  Bru. Minnick labored woek aftor
weck—holding meotings each night—and if the
brethron have not stopped him for his health’s sake
why—he is at it yet. On account of the stormy
weather and certain changes being made in running
tho International steamboats we were unable to be
of much assistance te our brother, But we did
what we could.

A vERY interesting and most importart article
will be found ou page 6 —¢* Jewish Defense of
Christianity.” From the article itsolf, it appears
that a cortain Jewish Rabbi—named Sparges—
published ia the FEagle, of Brooklyn, N. Y., an
article, claiming that Christ was a myth or else an
imposter. Hia articlo was brought to the notice of
the Jewirh Freethinkers Association of N, Y., and
after a somewhat spirited discussion—whatover else
may have been its views—the society's conclusions
aro set forth in this article. Aod in the language
of a contomporary, we would say: We recommend
any of our readers, who aro skeptical respecting the
claims of Christianity, to read with care this paper,

-and any-of our readers who have friends-troubled

by doubts, ruspecting the claimns of Christianity, to
mark this paper and sond THE CHRISTIAN contain-
ing it to such friends, Even apart from its source
it would bo remarkable asa cloar, compact and
conciee statemeont of tho avidence of Christianity.

PAkENTAL ResPonsiBiLITY. — Something like
three thousand years ago, Sulomon said, * Train
up a clild in the way he should go, and when he is
olé he will not depart from it.” In keeping with
this statement are the words of Warden Bush, of
the New York Penitentiary, a man whose experi-
ence with criminals, even of tho worse type, is
equal, porhaps, to any man living. He asays:
« Often whenI have been asked what are tho causes
or particular cause that sends most of our men to
prison? I have of late years invariably answered,
‘“THE WANT OF FAMILY DISCIPLINE.” The child
oven of tender yeara,who is indulged in its natural
waywardness, aud who is allowed to say to its
father or mother, * I will,” or *“X won',” 181N A
FAIR WAY TO BECUME AN INMATE OF OUR PENAL
INSTITOTIONS, ¥ *  Parents are also respousible
for the waywardness of the children—which leads
them to crimo—from a practice of deceiving them.
The intelligent child, whon deceived by ita parents
in small things, is likely to form evil habits—which
jn its future hfe will not be easily eradicated.”

A vawuep friend seeing us one day in St
John, said: See, here, that article on ‘‘Be not
as the Mule” was itsolf worth the prico asked
or for a whole year’s subacription to TuEr
Curistian, and I ecarnestlyrequest that you
publish 1t agaiu.  From the conversation that fol-
lowed, we inferred that in the section of the country
where our friend lives, there are two or three mules,
and though the slmost impossibility of changing
their natares was conceded, atill the responaibility
of the article setting forth their outlines aund
characters might have a salutary effect on tho
young people—on the same principlo that the

Spartans led their boys out to view tho debased
looks and idiotic acts of their slaves whon under
tho iuflueuce of strung drink-- and this they did that
they might oeducate in themn a determination never
to follow the path that would load to such results.

The article, ‘‘Be not as the Mule,” js on page G,
and if read before, is worth reading again,

A vERY important matter that needs, perhaps,
a fow words of explanation. The provincial cenaus
commissionors have beon appointed and notified to
appoar on Fobruary 4th at the department of
agriculturs for instructions. The commiissioners
are to commence work sometime in April next,

The secrotary of our Annual Moeting calls the
attention of our readuvrs in these parts to a sugges-
tion or two made at our meeting in Milton con-
cerning this question of census taking. On formeér
occasions our brothren and friends have been
reckoned with other religious bodies—thus swelling
their numbers and making our own appear smaller
than they really ave. Tho commissioners were not
altogether to blame for this state of affairs, for
when they would ask: To what church do you
belong? or what do you call yourself religiously?
The replies would be: Iam a Christian, or a Disciple
of Christ. The commissioners, somewhat puzzled,
having, perhaps, no knowledge of our position:as a
people, placed, as fanoy dictated, our brethren and
friends in some other religious statistical column,
Now, while the foregoing answers are scriptural,
and the same might be said of many others; still
the authorities cannot;be expected to give in'their
census coluan all the scriptural names applied to
God's people, and seeing that {in the census book
of 1881 there 1s a column--headed Disciples of
Christ—it was thought advisable to suggest to the
brethren and friends to give to the commissioners,
when calling at their homes, but one answer—1I am
a Disciple of Christ. Another suggestion was also
offered, that esch member of the family (though
not actual members of the church) be given as a
Disciple of Christ. For example, here is a brother
and sister with four children—these four should
count. Here is a wife a Christian, but her husband
is not, or perhaps neither of them are members,
but still their viows and sympathies and support
are with us as a people, and therefore it is claimed
that: these for atatistical purposes should be en-
rolled as ‘¢ DisorrLes oF CHRIST.” The reasons
given are that such is done by the religious bodies
around us, and that the authorities wisk to learn
the number of adiierents to the different religious
views.

EDUCATIONAL FUND.,

RECEIPTS FOR JANUARY.
Benj. Simpson, Lord’s Cove, D, I, N, B.,, $1 00
J. W. Loonard, Richardeonville, ¢ *¢ - 50
8. M. Lamont, Clifton, Gloucester Co.,

N. B,.... . cere 30
J. F. Baker, Charlottetown, P. E. L., .... 2 00
C. H. Loeonard, St. Johm, N. B., ceve 200
Lymau H. Ouathouse, Tiverton, N. 8.,.... 100
Harry Ruggles, « “o.. 70
Miss H. C. Ring, Lubec, Me., .. .eee 100
G. W. McFadden, ¢ oL cees 100
Winslow Richardson, Leonardville, N, B.,, 1 00
Total, .. ve.o $10 50

T. H. Carp,
Treasurer
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Ouerist’s Colum,

All matter intended for thia ealumn should be addressed
to[E. Q. Ford, Port Willlams, Kings County, N. 8  Questions
touching the sucaning of scriptures will e sladly recetved.

Q.—1st, What does the phrase ‘‘end of the world"
in Matt. xiii. 39, aud “‘end of this world " in verse
40 signify? Do these phrases refor to the end, or
timo of the destruction of this carth? And, if so,
then .

2nd. Why did tho rovisors put in the margin
of tho R. V.  consummation of the age I and

3rd. What did tho revisors meau by consumina-
tion of tho ago? 0.B. E.

Axns.—2. The phrass ‘‘ond of the world ” and
‘‘ond of this world,” in verses 39 and 40, and alsc
in verso 49 of this chapter, refer to tho timo of
which our Lord speaks in vorsos 41 and 43, ¢* whon
the Son of Man shall sond forth His angels, and
they shall gather out of Hie kingdom all things that
offend”——, at which time *‘ the rightoous shall
shine forth as tho sun in the Lingdom of their
Fathor ”——. In Matt. xxv. 31-32, wo aro told
that this separation will take placo ‘‘when the Son
of Man shall como in His glory and all tne holy
angols with Him"——. When Peter was speaking
of this coming, Acts iii, 21, he says of Christ:
¢ whom the heaven must receive until the times of
the restoration of all things whoreof God spoke by
the mouth of His prophets R. V. Again, in
1. Cor. xv. 23-24, Panl teaches plainly that at the
time of Chriat’s coming, ¢ then cometh the end, whon
He shall deliver up the kingdom to God, even the
Father"——. From these paralled passages it is
ovident that the phrase *‘end of the world" in these
versos rofor to the time of the destruction of this
earth and the redemption of the children of God,

2. Many of the marginal notes 1n the R. V,
ropresent ¢ such differences of reading as were
judged to be of sufficient importance’ 1o require a
particular notice ; " and also, ¢* alternative render-
ings in difficult or debateable passages.” Kor one
or tho other of the above reasons we have tho
marginal reading, ‘‘the cousummation of the ago.”

8. Evidently, just what the word expressed; the
complotion and fulfilment of the things that God
had before spoken ‘“ by the mouth of all His holy
prophets.”

Q.—18t. Please explain Rev. xxii. 1-2. What
is meant by the ¢ pure water of life,” and ‘¢ the
tree of life with its twelve manner of fruits,” the
leaves of which were for the healing of the natious ?

2. Also, Maty. iii, 11-12. What is meant by
‘‘He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and
with fire?" Youne Discreee, P E. T,

Ans.—1. As the typical waters and the tree of
life in Eden have their fulfilment in Christ, and as
the waters in tho vision of Ezekiel are symbolical
of the triumphs and saunctifying influences of the
Gospel, so the “‘pure river of water of life.” and the
¢ tree of life,” in the vision of John, symbolize the
perpetual vitality and uninterrupred continuance of
glory, and fullness of joy promised to those who
¢ ghall have the right to the tree of life,” and
‘¢ enter in through the gates into tho city.”

2. Tho baptism of the spirit, hore spoken of, had
its fulfilment when the apostles received the Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost, Acts ii, 1-4, and at
tho house of Cornelius, when the first Gentile
converts received the same mark of God's approval,
Acts x, 44-47.  As the baptism of the Spirit marks
the divine approval, so the ‘‘baptism of fire”
clearly points to the condemnation of thoso who
¢ obey not the Goapel of our Lord Jesus Chriat.”
This the twolfth verae clearly implies: *“ He will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire,”

Q.—1st, Did Christ partake of the bread and
wine when He instituted the Lord’s suppoer.
B. & C.

Axs.—1. In Matt, xxvi. 29, we read : 7 will
not drink honcoforth of the fruit of the vine™ ;
and in Mark xiv. 25, ** 1 will no nore drink of the
fruit of the vine”——. From these Seriptures,
the meaning of which is, from this time forward, it
is evident that Christ did partake mith Iis
disciples,

Q.—1st. How do you underatand Matt. viii.
21-22. Did tho Lord actually refuse tho son the
privilege of burying his father ¢ H, M.

ANs —1. In all probability tho father was yet
living, and as this call to follow the Lord meant to
* preach the kingdom of God* (Luke ix. 60), the
gson desired to put the matter off till aftor tho death
of his fathor, then ho would go. But Christ teaches
us that no such considerations as this should keop
us from proaching the Gospel of tho kingdom; for
there will always bo those who are not intorested
in the kingdom, the spiritually doad, to *‘bury
their own dead.”

Q.—1st, How can it bo oxplained that the
prophecy found in Zechariah, concerning the
‘ thirty pieces of silver,” and the ‘* Potter's field,”
is quoted by the Apostle in Matt, xxvii, 9-10, and
ascribed o Jeremiah 7 H. A. D.

Axs.—1. Thisis confessedly a qiflicnlt matter to
oxplain satisfactorily. Some nuthoritics say that
some old manuscripts mention the name of no
prophet, but say, merely, ** spoken by the prophet ;
aud that in all probability the name of Jeramiah
was inserted by aome subsequont copyist. But
Dr. Lightfoot claims that the division of the pro-
phets, beginning with the book of Joremiah, was

called by the Jews after his name, because of the
high place he held among them; and that the bcok
of Zechariah, from which the Apostle quoted, was
in this division. For this reason ho insists that the
word Jeremiah is perfectly correct as standing at
the head of that division.

FROM JAPAN,

BY G. T. 8.

The Japaunese ave claiming that they have duno
in thirty yesrs that which required.three hundred
i Europ.. The advance from feudalism to a con-
stitutional form of government has been achieved
during this period. The cost in blood has been
small; the comfort and advantages gained by the
people have been large. There is not a Japanese
in all the empire who has not been benefited by
Jesus of Nazareth.

The treaties made by the foreiguers, led by the
sturdy and persistont Commodore Porry, gave great
offence to the majority of the people. A civil war
resulted, and the general of the army, called the
Tycoon, was cumpelled to givo way. The Emperor,
who had not really ruled the couatry for six hun-
dred yoars, was again restored to his seat of power.
The men who conquered intended to annul the
troaties and expel the hated foreigners, They
found their utter inability to accomplish such an
undertaking, and the nation awoke to the fact that
Japan was not the largest and most prosperous
nation in the world, The awakening was very
hard. Fortuuato!y_ the leaders were of good sense,
and they resoived to put Japan on a par with
western naticns, The Emperor made a promise
that he would give a constitution to the empire,
thus limiting his absolute power. The feudal lords
surrendered their fiefs to the emporor, and por-
suaded or compelled every other barou to do the
same. The Emperor emerged from his seclusion,
urganized a cabinet, aud the work of importing
western ctvilization aud products has comtinued
until this day. The promise of a conatitution,
made twenty years ago, has buen observed, and the

national congress of Japan met on the 25tk of

November, Thore was great rejoicing in every
part of the empire. Fluas floatod overywhere,
inuumerable paper lanterns mn gay colors illumin-
ated the streets for threo mights, whilo a large
amount of that foo to national prosperity —rice
beer — was destroyed, The destruction was effoctod
iu the usual manner by patriotic Japanese, and it
had the usual effect on the individual,

Tho Christians in the empire prayed for tho
country, for the national assembly, and for the
future. Uno preacher in Tokyo preached on the
Lord’s day before on the debt of gratitude they
owed to God because they had attained this froe-
dom withont oftort or 30lf-deaial. He told what it
cost the Americans, and as he followed our troops
through ice of tho Delaware and tho privations
of Valloy Forge he brought tears to the eyos of his
hearors.

Some Christians wanted to become members of
tho assom:bly. To gain popular favor they gave up
their faith or swirched the Christian name by their
conduct. Others stood by their principles whether
elected or not. About twelvo staunch Christisus
are in the lower house, which has three huPdrpd
membera, There are sight or ten more who have
been Christians, but have graduated — at, least they
dor’t work at it much. Oneo man was told that he
would better give up his positiun as elder in the
United Church of Christ if ho wished to bo elected.
Ho replied that he would rather be an elder in the
Christiun Church than president of the house., He
was elected. The lower honse selects three mem-
bars whose names are Jaid before the Emperor, who
chooses ono as president. The Emperor chose the
ono haviug the highest number of votes, He is
the elder montioned above,

Seven bodies of Presbyterians were too many
for the Japanese to uunderstand, so they pressed
the question of union. Some of the foreign mis-
sionaries did not like it: but the Japaness gained
the day. They have lately made another step
towatd the Now Testament. Their synod, which
meets hiennially, has latoly beld a session in Tokyo.,
Some of the Japanese members inade a motion to
throw away the Westminster Cor.fession of Faith,
Tho discussion continued for two days, when they
decided to My aside the Westminster and adopt the
apustles’ creed, as it is called. I beliova the apos-
tles’ creed. This church is kuown as the United
Church of Christ in Japan., Their creed is a simple
recital of the facts of the gospel contained in that
venerable summary, the simplest and best of human
creeds. If shey could be brought to apostolie
practice as to baptism they would soon stand com-
pletoly on the New Testament ground. Their ac-
tion shows their spirit, and that the future church
of Japan will be very different from that delivered
to themr by the foreigners, Tho Japanese want
union, The Methodists even asked why they should
not unite with the proposed united Congregation-
alists aud Presbyteriaue; but the self-supportiog
churches among the Methodists are few, and the
foreigners can thus keep up the sect spirit. Iiisa
time whor wo are needed, but our numbers are so
fow that our voices are drowned in the din. We
have three male missionaries in Japan and untold
opportuuitios. We ought to have at least one moro;
then we Would have ono for every ten millions of
Japauese, all accessible as no other people are. Wo
could accommodate forty missionaries— one to a
million —and weo could nse 320,000 in a school if
wo had the men to man it. Then our voices would
have weight, The Presbyterians have the men and
the means to give their preachers a good educaticn.
With the ridicule thoy throw on immersion and the
gratitude due their teachers affecting the Japanese,
it would be diflicult to influence them to change
their minds as to baptism. Wo baptized a Presby-
terian preacher lately. He formed a friendship
for one of our men in Shonai, which led him to
immersion.—Missionary Weekly.
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Tho preaident of tho lower houso is one of the
founders of & girl's school, whore one of our young
ludios 13 teaching English and the Bible. She in-
formed the principal that sho belioved 1n 1immorsion,
thinking that he would say that they could not em-
ploy her. Ho said she could teach immersion if
she choso; thut ho intended to examine the sub-
ject, and if he concluded that it was his duty he
would be immersed himsolf. He told her that when
they started that school if thoy had been willing
to allow it to come under the control of a Christian
sect they could have receivod considerabls financial
awd, and nlt}lough it had been a hard struggle thoy
had keptit independont. Now all ho asked was for
her to teach the Bible — nothing else —and as muoch
as sho pleased. Now is the time to call men in Japan
to tho Now Testament church. Wo ought to receive
& dozen n.en next week.,

NOT IN VAIN,

When the idealist looks about tho world of
to-day, and compares it with the ideals of life
which Christ sketched in outline eighteen conturics
ago, ho is almost inclined to ask, Did Christ live
and teach and dio invain? Christ preached poace:
Europe is burdened with standing armies, and
the Unitod States is increasing its navy and its
harbor fortitications. Christ preached self-sacri-
fice: groed atill struggles with greed in the mear-
ket-place, and the weakest aro pushod to the wall.
Christ preached purity and unseifishness: but it
requires the complicated mechanism of an Austra.
lian Ballot Law to prevent our elections from be-
coming open shambles for the purchuse of voters.
Even the miniswers of Christ appear to bo at times
inore anxious to show that Christ's precoepts can be
reconciled with modern society than to reconstruct
modern socioty in harmony with Christ's precepts.
So the idealist questions, even at the Christmas
season, whether tho birth of Christ means so much
to the world after all, doubt whother Ohrist’s law of
love can be made to work, and auggests to himself,
if not "aloud to others, that more is to be hoped
for from enlightoned selfishness, the struggle for
existenco, and the survival of the fittest, than from
Christianity.

* But tho idealist forgets two very important mat-
tera: he forgets the nature of life, and ho forgets
the condition of the world in the first century.

Tho old granddame looks into the primary class
and heara them spelling. *¢ Lack-a-day!” she cries;
‘¢ what's the use in schooling? Here are the chil-
dren-spolling A B, ab, just as I usced to do seveuty
years ago!” The granddame forgets that if the
lesson is old the pupils are new; and that, if she
would know the value of achooling, she must in-
quire of the graduates, not of the schoolars in the
firat form. Each goneration enters life ignorant
of its firat principles, and must learn thom all.
Each graduating gonerations carries with it into
another sphere the major part of all that it has
acquired by experience hero. The world may not
have been growing wmore Chiistian; but whether
humanity haa beea growing more Chrisiian cannot
be answered by one who takes account only of the
men and women on the earth, all of whom are still
studying, as their fathers and mothers did bof-re
them, the primer.

But in truth the world, though far from Chris-
tian, is nearor Cbristianity than it was when Christ
uttered the Boeatitudes in the hearing of the mul-
titude. Then war was the chronic condition of
society; every nation was regarded as logitimate
prey for a stronger neighbor; the law of nations
waes the law of tho forest; and fighting was the
only honorable profession. Now no Christian
nation deolares war without some real or ostensible
excuse for war; every BEuropean State is armed,
chiefly because Rusaia, a half-pagan State, i3 a per-
potual menace- to its peace; and militaty honors

rank, if not below, certainly not above, the honors
of peaceful industry. In the firat contury half the
population of Rome wero slaves, whoso lives was at
the absoluto disposal of thoir owners, No capital-
ist can to-day throw his laborers into his fish-pond
to be food for tho fishes, as did Vectins Pollio.
The concentration of wealth is perhaps our groatest
danger and our most characteristically anti-Chris-
tian vice, But it has not yet become comparablo
to that of the decaying Roman Empire; nor does
out bad extravagance vio with that of an age which
expended §50,000 for a single cypress table, 8400,
000 for a singlo banquet, and 84,000 for a single
dish, The twin vices of lust and cruelty existed
in the ago of Christ and Paul in incredible forms,
such as cannot oven be explicity described to the
readors of to-day, su.h has been the development
of moral eensitiveness. Occasional relics of a past
ago appear, on platform or in press, to argue
for a commercial marriage and a free divorco,
and some States of our own Union have
ventured to try on a small scale the always
unsuccessful experiment ; but throughout the
so-called civilized world in the first cenlury mar-
riago was meroly a partnership, which not only
might be, but coantinually was, dissolved at the
pleasuro of ewther party. Social morality was
worthy the age which thus treated the marriage tie.
An ancient Roman would bo incapable of under-
standing why any ono should object on woral
grounds to Parnell’s leadership.  Brothels stil)
oxist; but they are not openly maiutained in the
palace with the sanction of fashion, nor in the
temple with the approval of religion,

The influenco of Christ's ideas is not less ap
parent in government ar d religion than in socioty.
Tou Pilate Christ seomed a harmless enthusiast; for
the maxim, He that is greatest among you, let him
be the servant of all, would have scemed to any
Roman destructive of all kingship, to be the very
axiom uf anarchy, Yet all democracy accepts this,
at least iu theory. @ladstone is the servant of
England; Augustus was not the servant of Rome,
The timid and the cynic aree in calling this an
age of skepticism; but if belief in shrines and.
temples, and credence of doctrines and confessions,
are less, faith in motal principles is more; and if
God is less defined, faith in tho reality and the
power of the divine in life is greater than in any
age that has preceded. @ibbon's seutentious de-
scription of Rume would not apply to either Eng-
land or the United States in 1890: ** The various
forms of worships which provailed in the
Roman world were considered by the people as
equally true; by the philosophers as equally
false ; by the magistratea as equally useful.”
On the contrary, except a comparatively smell
circle of scientific experts, who havo narrowed
their intellectusl horizon by devoting themselves
exclusively to the study of material phenomena,
the great thinkers of to-day, tho great poets,
essayists, critics, jurists, and statosmen, are, with
raro exceptions, theistic believers, and the great
majority of them believers in Christianity. Still
less does the skepticism which Froude describes in
ancient Rome find a place in modern England and
America: ¢ Of genuine belief that Jife had any
gorious meaning there was none remaining, beyond
the circle of the silent, patient multitude.” No
one can justly bring that indictment against an age
which has added Browning and Whittior %o the
world's poots, George Eliot and Howells to the
world’s story tellers, Carlyle and Emerson to
tho world’s ossyists, Lincoln and Gladstone to the
world’s statosmen, Spancer and McCosh to the
world’s philosophic thinkors, and Frederick D.
Maurice, Benry Ward Beecher, and Phillips
Brooks to the world’s prophets. Even thoso who
think with Morloy that theistic belief hes grown
pale and feeblo will hardly doubt that in moral and
peliticul referms, in philanthroptic endeavora and

in exploration of now fields of thoughts, greator
moral earrestness has beon shown thau ever before,
and in all schiools of faith and so-called unfaith a
profounder sense of the serious meaning of life,

To have sot somethiog like half the world study-
ing the meaning of love, though as yet the world
does not understand it, to have put the precepis
which are embodied in the Beatitudes bofore the
mind of every new generation for its pondering,
to have wrought into the conccicusness of the race,
as a fundamental conception. the idea of the
brotherhood of man, to have induced the greatest
and most successful govornments of the world to
acknowledge in their constitutions, if not always
in their practice, that true secvico is true greatnoss,
to have even partially redeemed the family {rom
tho conception of mere commercialism, to bave
made vice odious, and banished to secret places
iniquities which were onoe flaunted before the
public, and to have tnado unbelief too earnest to
preterd to faith, and faith too earnest to teler-
ate hypocrisy, and, therefore, tolerant of all ofse
— this is not to have lived and taught and died in
vain,

The blind world does not yet sece. But it gropes
its way toward the fulblling of Christ's commands,
and 8o toward tho light of heaven, — The Christian
Union.

IN an address delivered at the Brookfield, O.,
Cunvention by Georgo Henderson, of Youngstown,
on *“How to fill our churches,” in the closiug para-
graph published in the Church Standard says:

“But of all schemes for filling our churches
nothing succeeds like regular and systematic
visiing, foithful presentation of Ohrist at every
sorvice, whether it be musio or sermon, Jecture or
regular preaching; a warm welcome to all classes,
your officers and lookout committees on the alert
to make welcome; hearty congregational singing,
a regnlar systom of giving, with the preacher
orimed and ready to fire every time he steps into
the pulpit. All this combined with prayer and
faith will reach men to-day as thoy always have.

Blarvied.

Syita-TiTus,—At Lakeside, Kings County, N.
B., at tho home of the bride’a mother, on the

J evening of January 14th, by the Rev. T. H. Capp,

Albert R. Smith to Miss Clara M. Titus, both of
Hampton, Kings County, N. B.

Died.

MEROER.—After a long and painful illpess, Bro,
John Mercer, formerly of Pattick street, St. John,
N. B., but recently of Lakeside, passed from this
lifo on the morning of January 13th, of the present
year. . H, C.

DopGe —Our young friend (20 years and nine
months) Dodge, son of Bro. and Sister Dodge, of
Lakeside, Kings County, N. B., was accidentally
killed on the night of January 13th. Be was a
brakesman on the N. Y. & N. E. Railway. The
night was dark and stormy, and with a companion
was sitting on the top of a box car, but the danger
signal failing, from some cauee or other, to warn
him of their approsch to the Mt. Bowdoin bridge,
his head struck against the bridge and he died
instantly. His remains were bronght home, and
the large number of people that attended his
fuoeral showed that thoy trnly sympathized with
our hrother and sister in their deep aﬁlictioﬁ.

T, H.C.

Saaw,—At Ralifax, Dec, 20th, 1891, Bro, John
Shaw, in his 99th year. Bro. Shaw was for-
merly & Mothodist, but having the way of God
more fully expounded unto him, he confessed
his blessed Saviour and was baptised ou the firat
day of December, 1886, by Bro. Heory Harding,
now of Boston, Heo was always happy when able
to meet with the church of Christ in this city, but
for several months, through infirmitics, he was
deprived of his privilege. During my- visits he
was ever hopeful and happy and waiting, the
Maaster’s call. HRNRY CARSON,

Halifax N, S., Jan, 23rd, 189L
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THE PARABLE OF THE TALENT3, MATT, Xxv:14.

Jesus *‘tho Light of .he world’’ has revealed
hoth the kingdom of grace aud the kingdom of glory,
a present salvation from ein, and also a future sal-
vaticn from all tho consequences of sin, How to
ontor the kingdom of God horo he has told Nico-
demus, and made it plain in his last comnission to
all the world. Those who aro saved enter tho
divino favor now, and, by a faithful continuance in
woll-doing, will have an abundance entrance minis-
tored to thom into the future kingduvm, When
Peotor writes to Christians ho calls them the eleot,
Being obediont believers at the time their eloction
was an accomplished fact. Yet he urges them to
make their calling and election sure. Their past
olection was sure, and he exhorts them to wmake
thoeir future election sure by adding to their faith
virtuo and many other graces, assuring thom that
if thoy did theso things they would never fsll, but
80 an ontrance would be ministered to them abund-
antly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, (I, Pet. 1:2; (L i:6-13.)

Jesus showed much anxiety that his disciples
should at enter his heavenly kingdom, aund
near his death spoke many parables respeoting the
last judgment, This chapter begins with the ten
virgins, then comes the talents. And as if to meeg
the capacity of his bumblest followers, closes the
chapter with the impressive parable of the sheep
and the goats,

He heoro cowpares himeelf to a man travelling
into a far country, who called his servants and de-
livered unto them his goods. Jesus has gone into
heaven, which is so far from us that no mortal eye
can see either it or its inhabitant. Al our know-
ledge of it comes through faith in the testimony of
our Teacher, who came from heaven to live and die
among us, and has gone back to prepare a place for
his servants giving each of them talents to use and
increase,

By talents we understand the power of doing
good to others, and thus honoring Christ. He has
not given the same number of talents to each ser-
vant, because all have not the same ability to
hendle talents. Ho gives to every man according
to his ability. No man can sey: Because my
brother-is stronger than I am, I have no right to
labor at all.” If my brother is stronger than I am
the Muster requires more of him. He expects
hiw to do all he can, and expects the same of me.
If another brother is still weaker than I he requires
Yess of him than of either of us; but requires all of
us to do what we can do, and he will graclousiy
reward all accordingly.

If we are the scrvants of Christ, he has given
each of us talents which we are to use and increase,
and account for at his second coming, Kvery one
who joins the Church of Christ should earnestly
praz: -Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? and
never cesse until ho is convinced what his par-
ticular work is in the Ohurch and in the world, so
that he inay bend all his enorgies in its accomplish-
ment.

The Church should be so well acquainted with all
its members as to aacertain what department of
work each one is best fitted for, and what is his par.
ticular desire, aud encourage and help all to carry
oui the will of the Saviour, and thue trade on the
talents which he has given.

How appro,.riate for a ssnior whoee lifo inspires
confidence and affection, to onquire: Bro. B., are
you satistied what the taleuts are which the Lord
has intrusted to you? Aud on receiving at least

pattial affizmaiive to proceed. Are you striving

to uso and increaso these? And after a similar
reply to continue: ‘‘ Do you find your work easior
and moro satisfactory than at firat ¥ Thon to en-
courago the young brother with words of counsel
and cheor; remarking: ** I have noticed with iu-
toreat your efforts and are huppy to sce a marked
improvement. I am confident that the Lord is
waiting to supply all your needs, and to onable you
to maka your Christian life » grand success,” Who
can toll how much the friendship of older brethren
aid and prompt youngoer mombera to discover and
use their talents for the Lord.

A living church will help 1ts respective membors
to aso their talents for Christ. Somo have a
natural talent for speaking. The church encourages
them to speak, and if they manifest a love for the
salvation of men, and a Godly and self-denying
lifo it discuvera that 1t is God's will that such
should spend their life in preaching the gospel, so
it aids and vocourages them 1 this work, Others
may have aa aptitude for teaching the young, and
the Church encourages this, and finds work for
them. Others may be talented m prayer and have
ability to lead in prayer and social meetings, These
useful talents aro kuown snd encouraged. Sowmo
have a good influence in visiting the sick, and the
poor and needy, and the Church encourages this
noble work. Some have the gift of singing and
can do great good in this delightful department of
Christian work,

Others have a faculty of making and saving
money. This ability comes from God, and should
bo used for his glory. ** The love of money is the
root of all evil, which while some coveted after,
have erred from the faith and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows.” And yet Jesus tells
his disciples to make to themselves friends with it,
which shall receive them into everlasting habita-
tions, Luke xvi, Both the use and abuse of money
and its worthaer so clearly setforth by theSaviourin
the parable of the sheep and the goats that all who
read may underatand and remomber. Ho shows it
to be the hinge on which shall turn our oternal
destiny. How important then to use it for God's
glory. By it his needy ones are relieved and his
gospel spread throughout the earth.

Jesus tells in fow words how the sorvants handled
their talents, The firat traded on the five and
made them ten, and the second made his four.
But the third hid his lord’s money in the earth,
Se, after a long time, their lord came and called
them to account. Jesus has been now a long time
away; some thiok far too long. But he will come
as a thief in the night. It will be as sudden as
tk s lightning’a flash, Around him will shine his
own glory, the glory of the Father and that of
the holy augels, who there mest to witness his last
judgrnaent,

He who received the five talents apeaks tirst, and
tells the simple story. ILord, thon gavest me five
talents and I have gained other five, Jesus says:
¢ Well done, good and faithful servant, thau hust
been faithful ir a few things I will make thee ruler
over many things: enter thou tho joy of thy
Lord,”

The second said about the same and received the
aame plaudit—¢‘enter thou unto the joy of thyLord,”
They both traded according to their ability, and
received the same welcome ontrance into the joy
of their Lord, To be awarded before such a com-
pany and by such a Judge is gomething far beyond
our imagination, and we can only sing, ¢ What
must it be to be there 1"

But the third servant cumnes forward. He has
more to say than the nther two. He is readier to
pass sentonce on the Judgo than to hear his own,
I knew theo that thou art an hard man. Thou
reapest where thoun sowest not, and gathereth where
thou hast not strown, and I was afraid and [ hid
the money in the earth. Bere is all that belongs

to you, He manifests an air of haughty independ-

once, and nssumed justico as if ho said: I knew
your demands. You asked me to do what you
know I had not the power to do, and I was afraid
of your servico, but would not meanly spend your
money. I honorably hid it, and now give you ail
that you can reasonably demand, and want to have
nothing more to do with you.

Perhaps he had beon spending much of the time
of trading in arguing on the divine sovoreignty
and on man’s utter inability to do what Christ
commanded him to do. He might have thought it
the highest honor to tho-Creator to degrade his
noblo creatare man to the level of a more machine.
At any rato his refuge vas the hardness of Christ
in requiring man to do what ho was unablo to do,
reaping where he had not sown. But he now finds
this refuge swept away, leaving him in all his
iniquity, exposed to the gaze of the universe.

The Judge condemns him on his own testimony,
Thou knowest that I reap where I aow not. If you
were afraid of me why did you not give my money
to tho oxchangers that I might get both principal
and intorest on my roturn. You would neithor
trado on it nor allow others to. You had the
ability to do what you were told. You will have
that ability no longer. Take from him tue talent
and give it to him who has tevn, and cast ye the
unprofitable servant into outer darkness, there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teoth,

g ———

OUR MOYTIVE.

It & well-known fact that every effect or result
must have a cause; that is, some preponderating
principle that originates all the actions of mankind,
whother they be good or whether they be evil.
The entire human organism is subject to the mind.
The limbe and organs of the body are subservient
to the will, and are called into action by the com.
mend of the sensorium. You see the truth of this
if it only be in the strotchivog forth of yonr hard.
From the sensoria the fiat is flashed with lightning
speed along tho intricate network of nerves, select-
ing for itself the proper one, finally reaching the
muscles of the arm which immediately contract,
and then follows action with results. But the
question may be asked just here, Does the mind
originate these thoughts? Certainly; the idea is
framed in the mind, but only after receiving cer-
taiu perceptions through the sonsual organs, and
which when acted upon produce actions. Now, we
have already seen that the bodily organs are sub-
servient to the mind; that the wmind is influenced,
ot rather dovelops itaelf by what it receives through
the ear, tho eye or the kaowledgo transmitted to it
through the eye and ear. Understand, then, our
actions depend upon what we read, what we hear
and what we see, or perhaps more particularly still
upon the result of our reading, our hearing and
our scoing. How careful should we be then in
selecting our companions and our books; for it is
by these, as we have seon, that the mind is framed,
which is the seat of thought that give rise to ac-
tions. Our actions form our character, which is
the impress given by us to the world.

No one can associate with low companions, the
votaries of folly, and not be contaminated by the
immoral miasma that they shed around them, No
one can peruse the current fiction of the day, or even
many of our newapapers, and not becomeo influenced
by these silent guides of satan. You.will aee trom
what I have already said that our destiny hinges
upon the result of our conneotions with the world.
If our mind dwells only upon what is good in read-
ing, in seeing and in hearing,. then it follows that
our thoughts will be good; and if our thoughts our
actions; and if our actions, character; and if char.
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actor, destiny. So, then, that we may heve a
happy consummation to onr mortal life it behooves
us to study good works, and meditate ouly upon
what is good, so that we may wax strong in spiris.
When I say study, I mean reading without
thought, which opens up other avenues for ac-
quiring knowledge. ‘The mind becoming wholly
absorbed in good and profitable study, good actions
invariably follow. But very often behind good
actions lies & aclfish motive, What raotive has
that Titian-tongued dude who stands before an
audionco once a woek, perhaps * reading what he
nover wrote.” Is a puro or is it a selfish motive ?
Lot the roader judge. Would it be different should
he find himself in the situation of our poorly paid
ministers? Thank God there are many who from
an innate dosire to save fallen humanity, to rescue
a porishing world from sin, and from tho great
love tu that glorified Redeomer who died for all,
engago in their noble calling, but, alas! to the keen
oyes of truth are there any now declaring the
council of Gud who will only have their road on
carth paved with rosos.

Msy God mn s infinite mercy deal loniently
with all such (if aay), for they know not what
they do. The histo»v of the Church shows us
to-day that pride, tho cause of man’s first dis-
obediencs, is now reigning 10 many of our churches.
Christ says: ** Except ye be converted and become
a8 little children yo cannot enter the kingdom of
heaven;” but the Church to-day says: *¢ Except
ye repent, and are as proud as Luctfor and as rich
Croesus ye cannot worship with vs.” Wo are fall-
ing back into the iniquities of Babylon. Vride is
again entering amongst us, as it did the ocarly
Church, and as it theo sought puwer and elevated
sinful man to be the representative of God on
earth, so, amongst us now, it will tend to lessen
in our eyes the power of God and to a correspond-
ing increase in the usurpations of man.

There is much more that can be said on the same
subject; but I think I have made this essay long
enough; and if this does not receivo the deserved
lot of falling into the wasto basket, I may write
again on the same theme. S. N. G

OUR NEEDS.

—

No. 2.

We need to understand the ¢¢ distinctive plea” of
the *¢ Christian Church.” Wo need to kncw why
wo are u distinct people. I may be informed,
right here, that this is already well understood,
but I must bog to doubt this. 1 have many reasons
to believe that this is one of our greatest neceds.
Iremember, the writera few years ago wasin-
tetogated on this very point, us to “what were
our distinctive principles.” The reply,was, ‘‘ We
have no distinctiye principles.”

The discussion that followed this reply showed
very clearly that there weore some who did not
understand our ** plea.” The principles we hold
a8 conditions of salvation are taught by many in
the denominations and cannot therefore be dis-
tinctive. Tho doctrine of baptism for the rems-
sion of sins is taught by others. Woe find it taught
by Neander in his ¢ Planting and Trainiag,” aud
and by Shaff in his history of the Apostolic church,
alao by Lange, in his commentaries on Acts, and
also by others wo could name, which show that it
is not & distinctive doctrine with us. A writer in
a Iate ¢ Standard * says: ‘ We really hold no doc-
trine aud have no practice that is exclusively our
own, I may say tkat our distinctness cousists in the
fact that we have nothing that is diatinct. Our
strength and glory is in this, that we insist upon
nothing as a bond of union or test of fellowship
that is not already bslieved and accepted as valid
scriptural by all evangelical denominations.” The
distinotion, therefore, is not in distinctive prinei-
ples, but in a grand distinotive *‘ plea " of Christian

followship and union of all those who are admitted
eaved.  Wo say that the conditions of salvation are
the corditions of Christian fellowship, that when
thoy avo saved from sin thoy are one with Christ
aud should bu vne with all Chijstiang, But with
the depominations it is differont. They will admit
that others are saved and will be saved in heaven,
but cannot unite with them in Christian fellowship
becanse they differ in regard to certain principles
that they u lmit aro not essential to our salvation
or our union in heaven. Hers is scon the magni-
tude of tho evil of denominationalism, dividing
the church of God on earth which they admit will
bo united in heaven ; and hero is scen tho groatness
and importanco of the ‘“distinctive plea™ of the
Christian church, to make all one on earth whom
thoy admit will be one in heaven, to make nothing
cssential to Christian fellowship on earth that is
not essential to our salvation in heaven. The
Christian church has proven the possibility of just
such a union by having within her folds members
who differ in principle, but yet one in heart and in
Christian (ellowship. As soon as we cease out
contention, our principles, about which we differ,
and which we admit are not essential to our salva.
tion, just so soon we will be one in Christian fellow-
ship.

Here is the grand plea that distinguishes vs from
othors, Wo earnestly plead for toleration, to waive
as authoritative all doctrines and opinions about
which we differ, and to unite in loving fellowship
and Christian union, on the principles that all
admit as true and scriptural and sbout which there
is no dispute, and which only aro essential to salva-
tion, While we plead for the union of all Chris-
tians upou this the only possible basis of Cbhristian
union, we forget our own plea. We find ourselves
contonding for principles not at all essential to
salvation, and too often dissemble over differences
that are wholly indifferont. We zaw in one of our
publicntivns somo time ago a statoment to this
effect : ** That if a church wanteG certain persons
to pass the bread and wine, and there were persons
in the church who did not acquiesce in the choice
of said persons, they should separate and organize
another congregation.”

Any one can sce that this is directly opposed to
our ‘‘distinctive plea,’” to thus make such principles
as are purely prudential, anthoritative and exalt
them to standards of faith and tests of fellowship.
It is against this mistaken idea of our distinctive
mission that Bro. Campbell, in 1849, expresses
himself very forcibly, as may boescen in the following:

To ask for a posilive precept for everything in the
details of duties growing out of the various and
numerous exigencies of the Christian church and
the world, would be quite as irrational and un-
acriptural as to ask for an imwutable wardrobe or
a uniform standard of apparel for all persons and
ages in the Christian church. Weo must
make a broad, a clear, and an indelible distinction
between the clements of faith, piety and morality,
and matters of temporal expediency. The former
are wholly and exclusivaly of divine authority.
They are forever fixed by the Messiah in person,
and by his inspired and divinely commissioned law-
givers, apostles snd prophets, .o

In all things pertaining to public interest, not of
Christain faith, piety, or morality, the church of
Jesns Chriat, in its aggregate character, is left freo
and unshackled by avy apostolic authority. This
is the great point which I assert as of capital im-
portance in any graat conventional movement or
co-operation in advancing the public interests of a
common Christianity and a common salvation.
. Matters of prudential arrangement for the
ovangolizing of the world, for the better application
of our moans and resources, according to the
exigencies of society and the ever varying com-
plexior of thinga around us, are left without a
singlo law, atatute, ordinance or enactment in all
the New Teatamont.

‘¢ For my own part, I see no necessity fer sny
positive Divine statutes in such mattors,”—M,
Harbinger, May, 1849.

This is the very thing we need to see—** the dis-
tinction between the elemeonts of faith, piety, and

morality, and matters of temporal expedienoy.”
The former aro the cssential elomenta of our ealva-
tion, and ure therefure the only test of Christian
folluwship, whilo tho Intter are not elomeats of
fuith, but matters left to our sanctiivd judgment,
and should nover bo made a test of followship or a
plea for union; and however much wo may differ
in theso matters we should never let thom separate
us, or in any way destroy the peace and prosperity
of tho church of Christ, Let us be truo to this
“plea,” that all who believe in Christ, through the
apostles’ word, may be one in Him, _
H. Muorray,

FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE,

By James Muxrav,

“ Now abidoth faith, hope and love, but th®
ureatest of these is love.” Faith iz the boliof o
testimony, ‘‘ Without faith it is impossible to
please God;"” for he that cometh to God must be-
lieve that he is, and that he is the rewarder of all
them that diligently ecek him. Faith is tbe first
command of the gospel. The first stop that every
person must take in order to become a Chriatian is
to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
Taking the word of Gud, and reading the thrilling,
and plain, and affecting story of Jesus — what he
did for peor sinful man -- it touches the heart and
pruduces faith, ¢ Faith comes by hearing and
hearing by the word of God.” Faith is trvly very
importaut. It cianges the heart and brings us to
God, but s:ill will pass away. We now walk by
faith; but when this eacth life is over, if faithful
to the high calling into which we have entered, we
shall * see Jesus as ho is,” “We shall know as we
are known.” Wo shall then walk by aight not by
faith, .

Hope is desire and oxpectation. What we desire
and expect is what we hope for. Like a ship at
anchor, although tossed by the storm and wind, is
esteemed safe, so *‘ hupe as an anchor to the soul
is both sure and steadfast,” It gives us joy, peace
and strength to look into the future and contem-
plate upon the things promised to the children of
God. We rejoice in full assurance of hope unto
the end — ** if in this only we have hope in Christ
we would be of all men most miserable.” We are
saved by hopo. Every person must have a well-.
grounded hope in Christ in order to come into
possession of the things hoped for. We do not
hope for thinga we possess, but we hope for that
wo seo not, and with patience wait for it. So
hope also comes to an end with our life in thi,
world of disappointments, toils, and sorrows. At
home with God our Father, “ who giveth us richly

all things to enjoy,” our hepe will be turned to
sight, we shall possess and enjoy the things we
hope for, and are with joy looking forward to.

But there is one more beautiful word in the text,
that is —love. ‘‘ Now abideth faith, hope and
charity (or love); the greatest of these is love.”
Whatever acts we may do in this life for the cause
of Christ if not prompted by love are useless. By
love we show to the world that we are the clildren
of God. ¢ We love Chriat because he first loved
us;” and by loving onv another and keeping Christ's
commands we show our love for him, But why is
love greater than faith or hope? Greator because
God is its author. *‘ God is love.” Christ for the
joy that was set beforo him endured the cross. God
has done everything for us that we need in order
to be happy here and at lust enjoy heaven. All
because ** God is love,” God kunows all things and
sces and own all things. Faith nor hope cannot,
therefore, apply to God, while love does. Love is
also greater on account of its duration, While
faith and hope ends, love never faila, Our love is
imperfect here on account of sin and human weak-
noss, but whon we get home with God we shall
Jove perfectly, and go on and ~n loving forever.
Love shall be our song in that world of love, with
our Fathor of love, and with Jesus our dear
Redeomer.

0O, that all who read this may lore more — love
God more, love each other more. Let bretherly
love continue, that the world may bshold in us the

image of Christ,
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Gorrespondense,

VICTORIA, VANCOUVEL ISLAND, B. C.

Dear Christian: I acrived in Halifax Decombet
21st, and loft again on the 24th, arriving here
January 1st, 1891, I romained over at Montreal
one night and a day. I took mm somoe of the
city. It is a vory city, and contains some very
fino buildings. Thero was good sleighing and very
cold weather. The whole drive to Winnipeg was
one of fine acenery. Winnipeg is growing, and
seomed full of business life. Thero are svme fine
buildings, but [ had no time to vimt them, From
Winnipeg to tho Rockies is one level atretch of
country. Somo portions of the Jand is very good
and othor parts rather poor. We saw u great many
ranches, and the winter being fino all cattle wero
out grazing.

Couing to the Rocky Bountains you take in the
most beautiful scenery imaginable. No pon can
bardly desoribed it.  Passing arcund the mountains
you look out the car window but in vain to see the
tops of the mountains far above you. Many of
those mountains are snow-capped, and when the sun
shines upon them it is a baautiful sight. Tho river
valley beneath you has u dungerous look. There
is much trestle work, bridges, and many tunnels
to pass through. There are many good hotels
along the line, and gotten up in the very best style.
The journey is one of pleasure to him who never
was over she road befere.

Now, coming to Vancouver, on the main land, I
cannot say much, as wo went immediatoly on board
the boat, the train being late getting in, but T am
told it is growing rapidly. No doubt, in the near
future it will be the city of the Pacific const. Being
the terminus of the Canadian Pacific Railroad, it
must become a large city in time.

Now a few words about Victoria, B. 0. This
city is nicoly laid out, and has some very fine
buildings. The people here seom to be doing well,
and many are wealthy. Labor is high —men on
the streets get $2.50 per day; carpenters $4 por
day; and other trademen in higher branches of

business got from &5 upward,

As regards religions matters the peoplo are not
a8 thoughtful about the one thing needful as in the

East, The Lord’s day is not observed here any
better than in Chicago. Saloons all run in full
blast. Chinese work all day. I find here a church

of Lagland, a Presbyterian church, Methodist
church, a Baptist church, and the Salvation Army.
I saw a Christian Union Mission Hail. But it is
clozed and to let. Iy is near the wharves. I have
not found out a8 yet any Disciples of Christ. Itis
very hard to be deprived of Christian communion.
Yet we must be content to do what God would have
us do. We know not what the Lord has in store
for each one of us. I am far away from you, but
my hope is that I may be able to do better here,
and have more meuans to help on the cause in Hali-
fax.

I have seen some hard sights sinco my arrival.
I saw orie man who died away from home, and was
buried by his seal hunting friends. Then thero
was a caving in of & wharf. A steamer brought a
cargo of lobsters and piled too many on one end
of tho shed. It gave way and seven men wero
carried into eternity without a n.>ment's warning.
It was & most heart-rending asight. This should
cause us to be prepared day by day; for, in an
hour when we think not, the Son cf Man may
come to each of us.

I will write again in the near future. Wishing you
all the compliments of the season, and prosperity
to the CurisTIAN. I rewain yours as ever,

Yanuary 19, 1891, W. J. MEesSERVEY.

THE CHRISTIAN.

Rigcellaneans,
JEWISH DEFENCE OF CHRISTIANITY.

{From tho Brooklyn “Eagle** of December 23, fu reply
to a letter from o Jewish Rabbi arguing that Christ was a
myth or else an imposter

To the Lditor of the Brookiyn Eagle:

Some few weoks since there appeared in the
““Eagle” a latter fromour much estoemed friend and
coreligionist, Rabbi Sparger, It was brought to
the notico of our association by one of our mom
bers, and it received u groat deal of consideration,
as did also tho answers to it which appeared 1 the
‘YTagle” subgequently., Al tho lettera, except
Rabbi Sparger’s, were, apparontly, from Christians.
Now, if the ‘“Eagle’ will give us a littlo of its
valuable space we will givo tho views of a con-
siderable numher of liberal minded Jews (not
orthodnx), not Jews who lnok backward, but men
who look at things as thay appear at the present
time. The first question we considered was, Could
a frand or delusion have stond the trials and tests
which Christianity has stood and have held its
ground, in every inatance, and gone forward with
giant strides, ill it is now the most liberal and
progessive religion that tho world has over seen, a
roligion adapted to every country and every people
on this globe? Other religions are and have beon
always sectioual, ecach having its own special dis-
trict or country (Judaism alune excepted), and
although we Jews do not believe the Christians are
right, we must, nevertheless, wonder at the rapid
progress and the gigantic proportions to which the
Christian religion has grown. What would this
world have been if tho Christian religion had not
come into it? Judaism would not certainly have
developed into such a grand aud sweeping systom.
We Jews were but a handful of the world's popu-
lation, and wo were always a secluded paople,
keeping to ourselves and lvoking at all other na-
tions as inferior, not trying to raise others above

paganism, but shunning them and despising them,
Christianity, on tho other hand, is secking out
every nation and people, and wo Jews to-day enjoy
the greatest benefits in countries where thu people
live the neavest up to the teachings of their leader,
Jesua Christ. Be he a myth or a reality, his teach-
ings, without doubt, improve all who follow thew.
Then the Christian religion to-day shows no sign of
weakness, but is stronger than ever, and is gaining
in strength, while all the other religions aro on the
decline, receding beforo the rapid advance of Chris-
tianity, Judaism alone remains immovable, we
might say a fossillized monument of God’s truth, a
religion with a glorious past record, but with little
hope for the future. We Jews plod along the well
beaten tracks of our forefathers and make no ad-
vance. What did all the olaborate coremonial law
given to onr forefathers mean? Was it simply a
meaningless ceremony-to bo performed yeur after
year? We think not. It must have certainly
pointed to something to come. Than all through
the prophets’ time, what do the prophets mean !
We modern Jews are apt to explain the prophote’
meaning to suit ourselves and place great relinuce
on what our rabbis say. But our forefathers did
not think so. They either disbelioved the prophets
or looked for the fulfillment of the prophets’ pre-
dictions at some future time, but we Jews of the
present day do not look for the tulfillment of any-
thing. Since the time of Christ there has not
arison among us onc prophet to oppose Christ as an
impostor, which is now over oighteen hundred years.
This we cannot but beliove to be circumstantiul
avidence that the law was fulfilled in Christ. Then
one of our best authorities, the Targum, applies
port of Tsainh fifty-second and all of the fifty-third
chapter to the Messiah. So do our Pesektn and
our ancient books, tho Tanchuma and Siphre, all
of which was fulfilled in Jesue Christ. Then, again,
Josephus speaks of Christ. Although some con-

tond that the passape where he refers directly to
Jesus, called the Christ, is spurious, yot we cannot
prove that it is not gonuine, Tacitus, a littlo over
a century aftor Ohrist's birth, and who lived about
tho time of Josephus, qnetes it as true,  In another
place Josephus speaks of James, the brother of
Jesus who was called Christ. This passage has
not beon pronounced spucions; so it is safo to no-
copt it as positive evidence that Christ did live on
earth, and was a well-known person in his time.
In the yoar A. D. 64 the Emperor Nero accused
the Christians of firing Rome, This was less than
forty years aftor tho ascension, or rather tho so.
called ascension, of Christ, and quite a number of
Ohristians were hkilled at the timo, Very likely
some of these Christiaus were Jows who had beolt
converted to Christianity in Judea and had gone
to Rumo to escape persecution, which was raging
against the Christians 1n Judea. Perhaps some
of them had seen Christ and spoken with him,
Porhaps some of thom had seen some of the miracles
reputed to have heen done by him, and if there
had been no Christ it is not likely that there would
be people ready to die for their belief in a myth at
o carly & date. The burning of Rome is an un-
dieputed fact, and there must have been quite a
number of Christisns or they would not have been
noticed by the Roman pagans, 1tisa common thing
for us to say that such a porson as Jesus Christ did
never exist, that he was a myth, only a fable made
up by scmo Greek writer; but what proof can we
bring to prove that he did not live on this earth?
—while there is very good evidenco to prove that
ho did live, and that he came just at the time when
the Jewish nation was looking for the promised
Maeassiah. Coucerning tho death and reputed resur-
vection of Christ wo say nothing, If Christ was
God, then hia death amounted to nothing, and his
resurrection amounted to nothing, as God could
leave his earthly body and again assume it at
pleasure. With the light of nearly two thousand
years shining on us, simple assertion will not do:
wo must have proof, Now, we, as honest, free-
thinking men, admit that wo ave in doubt, and if '
any one caun provo that the Messiah is yet to come,
wo should very much hike to hear from him.

Meyer RODEFELDT,
Israrn Posner,
Marx Levy,
Committeo American Hobrow Freethinkers’ As-
sociation,
Brooklyn, N. Y., Decemnber 21, 1890,

——

THE RELIGIOUS MULE,

Bonot asthe . . mule. Psa. 32:0.

What depth of feeling and bitter experience this
expresses! The mule is the incarnation of ob-.
stinancy, Standing with his fore-feet wide and
firmly planted on the ground, his long ears laid
back olose to his neck, his tough hide, and long,
awkward head, he is a picture of firmuoess. You
doubtless imagine that David was thinking of one
of those balky brutes on his father’s'farm when he
wrote the text. IFar more likely he was thinking
of Joab—in comparison with whom the most ob-
stinate of these early acquaintances was pliability
itself, .

There are mules and mules. All have the same
character; but there is a diversity of outward forms.
Some are horizontal, others are perpendicular.
Some walk oa four feet, and some on two. Usually,
howorver, thoy do not walk at all, but stand very
still.

Not a few of these aniwals are found browsing on
tho tender grass within the enclosure of the Ohris-
tian church. They are easily discovered. In fact
there is no need to discover them, for they soon
make their presence felt. The mule, whatever may
bo his outward form, is an obstructionist. He is
tenacious of his own opinions. He will have his own
way, or he will stand still, and make everything.
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and everybody staud still with him, if possitle
Lucky onough if ho does notlot fly with his heols
and pulverize all objects within reach.

Obstinate! An obstructionist? O, no! ho dves
not intend to be eithor. He is very ‘¢ conscien-
tious.” And unfortunatoly he has adopted that
familiar definition of ‘‘ conscientivus,” uawely,
¢ Something within me which ¢I wont.'”" There
is nothing light or {rivolous about hin, He makes
everything a matter of conscinco; and when others
differ from him, it is always because they are less
earnest and conscientions than himself.

When his mind is made up, ho is immovable.
Argumont and persuasi.n aro alike wasted upon
him. He usually plants his foet firmly on one or

two scripturo iexts which seem to substantiate his .

position, and from these he will not budge an inch.
You may quote a dozen in refutation, but he will
throw them all aside aud stand on thuse he has
chosen, It is indeed fortunate when the rest of
the tecam can move on ard leave him standing
there alono 1n his glery, like Lot's wife on the
s’hore of the D:ad Sea. Too often ke gets betweon
the shaft; and then, when he comes to a stand-
still, the rest must halt with him till he is ready to
move un or is taken to his reward. Many a church
in our land to-day is standing absolutely still, and
hdas made no progress for years, simply because
there is a mule somowhere in tho team; perhaps
ho is in the pulpit, perhaps in the pews.

We can all of us assume this character an occa-
gion. Xt is uhe of the strongest points in favor of
Professor Darwin’s theory, that there seem to
be in almost every member of the human family
some remaining trace of the ancestral mule,
Nothing is more easy than to porsuade ourselves
that auy point whish we desire to carry is u matter
of conscience. ‘*[ feel impelled to do thus or so,
therefore, I ought,” is a common syllogism. We
often mistake obstinancy —in ourselves — for
woral courage, proper firmness, decision of chur-
actor, cr some other commendable quality — so
nearly are vices related to virtues. When unwel-
come advice is offered to us, we thrust it aside, and
imagino ourselves to be miniature Martin Luthers,

determined to onter Worms though there were as
many devils as tiles up:n the housetops. Or we
fancy that we are bud repeating the * Get thee
bohind e, satun,” of the Master. Very fre-
quently we should tizd a more accurate likeness in
Rebhoboam, who forsuok the counsel of old men,
the wisest and safest advisers in tho realm.

Decision of character and firmness of purpose
are vory desirable qualities in the Christian. The
church of the present day needs men with inde-
pendent minds and strong, straight backbone, men
who dare to say *‘ No clearly and earnestly. She
needs men like Jushua and Daniel and Paul, who
can withstand tempration, and even the false per-
suation of friends But we must beware lest with
the backbone we develop u tail and long ears.

*¢Be not 88 the . . . . wnule.” — Rev George
H. Hubbard, in Sunday School Times.

Arws of the Churches,
NEW BRUNSWICK.

ST. JOHN.,

Our neoxt Quarterly will be held with the church
in St. John, commencing with the second Sunday
in Maroh.

We are pleased to repart that during the month
one has been added by confession and baptism and
two by letter, one of wluch is Bro. W. H. Apple.
gate, evangelist for the provinces.

We are anticipating a good meoting in March.
Jf arrangements can be made it is possible thst
some preaching brethrou from other parts will be
p§§'g'§‘x}t’lo help in this matter. Due notice will bo
given in the uext issue.

Thé muuth of Jacuary was a very stormy one.
Tgo Lord’s days were very disagreeable, yet it did
not provent—even those being at a distance—to be
present at the services.

NOVA SCOTIA.

WESTPORT.

Brother W. H, Applogate arrived here on the
9th of January aftor a eomewhat cold and tedious
journoy. Bro. A. began the wovting on the 10th.
Our meetings are well attended, notwithstanding
the many dufficalties that impede ovr way, Bro.
Applegato is an able preacher, a deep thinker, and
ashrewd Bible student, We are expecting good
results, although the weather is against us. Wo
hopu to report something more encouragicg in our
next issue of the CHRISTIAN. d. E. Cooke.

FROM OUR ANNUAL,

Whereas the census of the Marilime provinces is
to be tuken before our next annual und it being
desirable that our numbors be correctly reported ;

Therefure resolved, That every one present take
8n interest in this matter, and in thoir respective
localities request our people and adherents (when
called upon aund asked by the census commissioner,
what do you call yourself religious by?) to answer,
A DiscirLE of CuRrist.  And further, to count as
such each womber of tho family—even thongh not
members of the church—it being the desire of the
suthorlties to learn the relative percentage of the
pevple holding the different religions views.

J. E. BARNES,
Secretary.

EVANGELIST'S LETTER.

To THE BRETHREN:

The readers of THE CHRISTIAN have been ap-
prised of the arrival of che ovangelist for New
Brunswic': and Nova Scotia, and aro, doubtless,
waiting for a word from him. The introduction
through t- e Junuary CHRISTIAN to the brotherhood
if the two Province is heroby acknowledged, I
mako my t ow and say,  How d’ yo do?”

Leaving St. John the B5th for Westport I was
delayed at Meteghan River from Monday until
Friday on account of the bad weather — the packet
was not able to run, 1 reached Westport at eleven
o'clock January 9th. On Saturday night we Legan
a series of meetings which are still in progress, I
found here Bro. H. E. Cook, the pastor, a noble,
Christian man, much beloved by his people. 'The
weather has been much against us, but we had fair
audiences. Niueteen sermons have been delivered,
many visits made av the homes and obedience to
the gospel urged at the fireside. So far only one
has responded. Welook for others. The brethren
brethren express themselves as encouraged and
stengthened.

Brethern, a great work is open to us. Will we
do it? The outlook, so far as human eyes can see,
may be discouraging; but surely nut wmore discour-
agiug than that which presented 1tself tv Elijah on
Mount Carmel. The king and all the rogsl court
was against him; and 850 prophe!s were against
him. Ehjah stood alone on the one side. The
king, the people and 450 prophets on the other.
The issue was drawn and the contest began.
Elijah or the prophets must win. Elijah gives the
prophets every sdvantage. Though they are.many
he is alone. Thoy have the choice of the auimals,
Everything was very dry and essily sot on fire; and
he gave the advantage of the heat of the mid-day
sun. Elijah would not offer on their altar, but
¢ rgpaired the altar of the Lord that was broken
down,” dug a trench about it aud poured upon it
twelve barrels of water, All day the contest
waged. Baal refnsed to answer and the prophets
retroated. Tho people now wavered. At the time
of the evening sacrifice Elijah began to pursue the
prophets by calling upon the Lord. The victory
was to Elijab, and a grand victory it was. He was
not alune,  The Lord was with him,

Brothren, we sre more than one and are not
alone. Weo are many, brethran, and the God of
Elijah is with us, and if we will but trust him, and
work together in love wo shall succeed; for the

Lord bath spoken it and his word will not fail.
The victory is not to tho strong alone, it is to the
brave, the active, vigilant, the trusting, faithful,
prayerful band, however fow they may be.

Your evangelist caunot do tho work alone. He
must have the help of the brethren. Will you
give it to him? Ho belioves you will, and lovks
hopefully for a good = urk to be done.

Yours faithfully, V. B. APPLEGATE.

—r]

HOME MISSION NOTES.

Someof our good sisters who are living whore wo
do not have a church remember the fund this
month. They are doing something towards spread-
ing the truth., Thoy cannot po, so they help send
the Gospal. See what a large amount comes from
Tue CurisTiAN, Brethren, help the editora in
their good work. Bro. Payson says: “I am
thaukful tho interest in missions is growing, and I
hope tho brethren generally in our provinces will
be ar.used to see tho need of greator work in the
Master's cause.”

Sister Huot has done well and hopes to send
more noxt time. She says : ‘‘Wo are praying and
patiently waiting for Bro, Wm. Murray’s retura.”
We hope their prayers will be snswered, and that
Bro. Murray will again work in this part of the
Master's vinoyard.

Sistor Carson sends moro than Haiifax pledged.
She says : ** Wo are very glad to learn that you
have secured an ovangelist, and hope he will be
successful in bringing msny souls 10 Christ.
Bro. Messervey hae gone to British Columbia to
join the seal fishing fleet, and does not expeot to
return until September. We miss him so much, as
he is always at his post in the church meetings.”
We should all 8o live and act that the church will
miss us in their work and worship.

Sister Payson says: ‘‘ We have organized a
Children’s Mission Band. The money raised will
be divided =qually botween the home work and the
Japan mission. The children must be educated to
give to the Lord. I think Brother and Sister
Darat imparted some of their missionary zeal to aly
the churches; they scem 8o ready to give.” A
lotter from Bro. Applegate, of the 23rd, says. one
young man made ihe good confession. This is
good news. May the good work go on. May. the
Lord bless every effort to turn sinners from dark-
ness to light.

Miltun, Southville and Tiverton kindly send to
the fund again.

« And whosoever sball give to drink a cup of
cold wator only to one of these little ones, in thg
nawe of a diaciple, varily I say to you, he.shull not
lose his reward.”

RECEIPTS FOR JANUARY FOR THE N. B. AND N. 8.
MISSION,

Previously acknowledged................ 8122 38
Westport church—

Per E. A. Payson, .... ..o 3500
Sandy Cove, N. 8.—

Mrs. H. Eldridee, .... vee. 2:00
Everott, Mass,.—

Mrs, J. Henderson, .... ... 100
CRrisTIAN fund—

Por J. E. Edwards, ....
Westport—

Per Miss C. Payson, .... vees 1 85
Kempt, Q. Co, church—

Per Miss U. Hunt, .... e 200
Halifax church—

Per Mrs. H. Carson, ..., vees 600

..., 96 62

Miltun—
Por Miss M. Freeman, cees e 500
Southville, .. ees 127
Per H. A. Dovoe, { Capt. H.Eldridge,S Covs, 2 00
Tiverton—
Peor Miss Outhouse, .eee 173
Total, $245 85
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Dqspepﬁure

ige stion.

D yspepficure cures

Oon.

lndige sti

The ‘mostserious an
M long-standing cases of

» (hronic Dyspepsiat
positively cured
Dyspepticurely

Price per bottle }5cis and 00
(large bottlea fourtimes siseof small)
prapared by

Garles I Short. St.oJohn N'B,

40LD EVERYWHERE,

&

TRUE FRIENDSHIP

Is that which stands by yon when put to the test in the
hour of need,

Such a friend you will find in
"HAWKER'S
erve and Stomach Tenic.

For General Debility and Nervous Prostration,  Also,
in Hawker’s lialsam of ‘Tulu and Wild Cherry,
for all throat and lang affections, "They will always he
found relinble when put on tria), which hundred. can
testify to.

W.HAWKER, Druggist, Proprietor
110 Prince Williain Street, St. Joln, N. B.

BOOKS FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

“TE have just opened a.large arsortment of Books

suitable for Sunday School Libraries, Theso
buoks have been carefully selected, keeping in view the
re(%lireme_nts of Sunday School Work. ~They are strong-
1y bound in cloth, and to Schools will be sold at a very
low price. We have also a fine variely of new styles of

S. 8. Tickets and Reward Cards, &e., &o-

E.G NELSON & Co,,
_ Cor. King and Charlotte Sts., ST. JOON, N. B

WHOLESALE FISH DEALERS,
ST: JOMN, - - NEW BRUNSWICK,

RANCH 299 COMMISSIONERS ST. MONTREATL,.
Packers of Boncless aind Prepared Fish,

Pure Boneless Cod, Finnan Haddies, and Scaled Her-
cings, are our leading lines, Dry and Green Cod; also,
Frozen Fish in Season.

W. ¥. LEONARD,

C. H. LEONARD,
AMontreal,

St. John, N, B,

¥, W, WISDOM,
Mill, Steamboat and Railroad Supplies,

41 DOCK STREET, ST, JOHN, N, B,

Rubber and Leather Belting, Rubber and Linen Hose,
Laco Leather and Cut Lacing, Cotton Waste and
8team Packing, Lubricating 0ils, Mill Files,
Emery Wheols, Emery Cloth and Emery,
‘Wrought Iron Pipe, Cast Iron Water
Pipe, Steam, Gasand Water Fittings, 8team Pumps, 8team
Gauges, Injectors, Bolts, Nuts and Washers,
BabLit Metal and Antimony,

STEAM AND HOT WATER HEATING APPARATUJ,

Zowest Quotations given on Special Supplies,

HAROLD ~ GLLBERT,

CARPET

“AND—— —

FURNITURE WAREROOMS.

. New GOODS daily arriving,
84 King Street, =~ <+« - St.John, N.B,

BARNES & (0,

PRINTERS, BOOKBINDERS, BOOKSELLERS
AND STATIONERS.

BIBLES, HYMN BOOKS, etc,,

Of various Sizes and Styles of Binding, constantly on hand.

Pxrices Moderate.

84 PRINCE WM. ST, . . ST. JOUN, N.B.

WALL PAPERS!

A very large stock of Paper Hangings, per the factories
of Yngland, the United States, and Canada.

WINDOW SHADES!

A large and varied assortiment of this Spring’s Patterns
and colors in Ornamental and Plain Blinds sold at very

low prices.
LEDWARD A. EVERETT,

90 Kinc STREET,
St. Jonn, N. B.

“ Nothing Like Leather.”

65 King Street, St. John, N. B.

IMPORTERS AND DEALRRS OF

]
French Calf Skins,
FRENCH FTRONTS AND KID SKINS,
English Fitted Uppers, English Kip,
SOLE LEATHER, UPPER LEATHER, LINING S8KINS,
And all kinds of KIT and FINDINGS usually kept
in a fully stocked business. Wholesale and Retail,

®~0rders Boticited and Carefully attanded to

FRED. BLACEADAR,

IMPORTER AND DEALER IN

CROCKERY, CHINA, GLASSWARE AND
LAMP GOODS.

Silver Pla.tcd Goods. &c.
S$.S. MISSION JuCsS.

166 UNIUN STREET, SAINT JOHN, N. B,

MONT. McDONALD,
Barrister & Attorney-at-Law.

OFFICK :
BARNHILL'S BUILDING, PRINCESS STRERET,

SAINT JOHN, N, B.

AGENTS TOR THR CERISTIAN,

MRS 01; M. PACKARD, 333 West 67th Streot, Now

Yor
V R. MOEWEN, Milton, N, 8.
JAS, W, KENNIDY, Southport, P. 1, T.
MAJOKR LINKLET tkR, Summorside, P. L, I,
ROBT. DEWAR, Now Porth, P. . I,
W. W. BOVYER, Charlottetown, P. 1. 1.
HERBERT S. MQAR, Bradnoll, P. L, 1.
J. &, McLEUD, Kmgsborough, P. L. 1.
J. F. BAKER, North Jake, P. E. 1.
PETER A, D}sWAR, Montague, P. B, I.
ALLEN OUTH('USE, Tiverton and Freeport, N, S,
GEORGFE. BOWERS, Wostport, N. 8.
D. I, LAMBERT, Lord’s Cave, Deor [sland, N. B.
GEORGE LEONAK D, Leonardville, Deer [sland, N.B
W, J. MESSERVEY, Halifax, N. 8.
FORESTER MoPHEE, West Gare, ants Co., N. S.
JOHN W, WAT.LACE, Shubenacadio, ¢ ¢
ISRAEL C. CUSHING, Kempt, N. S,

More names will be added as they are appointed

BOOTS and SHOES,

We havo the Iargest assortment of BOOTS and SHOES
in the city, including

ALL THE LATEST STYLES MADE.

We manufacture alin of
MENS’ IAND-MADE B .LMORALS

Which for style and fit cannot be equalled, and are
guaranteed 1o givo satisfaction,

OUR LADIES’
Froench Kid Button Boots is the bast valuo over offered.

OUR BOYS'

Hand-Made Balinorals leads them all : nd we sell them
at the same price as you pay for machine-made boots.

. CHILDRENS’ BOOTS

Of every description.

FRANCIS & VAL CHAN.
19 King Strect, - ST. JOIIN, N. B,

LAME HORSES!
FELLOWS' LEEMING'S ESSENCE

WILL CURE

Spavins, Ringbones, Curhs, Splints,
Sprains, Swcellings and Stiff Joints
on Ilorscs.

Numerous tectimonizls cortify to the wonderful efficacy
of this great remedy; avd every dnf' brings forth
fresh testimony from Horseme . in ull parts of the
country, proving that

FELLOWS’ LEEMING'S ESSENCE

Is without a rival in all cases of

LAMENESS v HORSES,

for which it is prescribed,

PRICE, 50 Cents.
For Sale by Driygists and General Dealers.

Indigestion Cured!
FELLOWS' DYSPEPSIA BITTERS

WILL CURE

Indigestion, Jaundice, Bilious Complaint,
Bad Breath, Sickheadache, Heart-
burn, Acid Stomach, Costiveness

And all diseeses arising'from a had state of the Stomach

PRICE, 25 Cents,



