Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unigue, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

! Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Caites géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black}/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

l\/ Bound with other material/

| Relié avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from fiiming/

}1 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n“ont
pas éteé filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu‘il
lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-étre unigues du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent madifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

l | Pages damaged/
| Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or taminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

{Z‘ Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
| Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

I | Pages detached/
| Pages détachées
[ / Showthrough/
| Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualite inégale de l'impression

\// Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index(es)/
Comprend un {des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodigues) de la livraison

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked befow/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 2X 26X 30x

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X



THE MONTHLY RECOH

OF

@Igurtlg of

NOVA SCOTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK & ADJOINING PROVINCES.

i

J
¥

THE

gwtlzmh

¥OoL. XIX. JULY,

1873.

Vi{r [ FORGET THEE, O JERUSALEM! LKT MY RIGHT HAND FORGET ITS CUNNIN

No 7.

G."—Ps 187 B,

MEETING OF SYNOD.

The Synod of our church met in St.
Andrew’s Church, Pictou, on Tuesday
evening, June 24th. Tue retiving Mode-
rator, Rev. James Murray, preached the
wnal sermon from M wk xvi. : 15, which
will be found on page 170, Thercatter
the Synod was coustitured, anl Rev.
‘Dumld MceRae was appointed Modera-
tor for the ensuing year. The voll was
ealled, and the several Committees were
appointed, after which the Synod ad-
Journed.

On Wednesday morning, the Rev.
Juhn Campbell gave in the voport of the
Monthly Record. ‘T'he civenlation is in-
creasing, and financially the condition
issatistactory. The veport was received
and adopted.

In the afternoon, the report of the
|Hume Mission Board was given in by
the Rev. George M. Grant. The reve-
nue of the church for Home Mission
purposes amounted to $2.193.24. exclu-
sveof the usual grant fro u the Colonial
Committee, amounting t'vis year to £210
ste. Thereport shows forty charmesin the
chiureh, and at present cight vacancies.
Along and animated diseussion followed
o the subject of wimsterial supply,
which was coneluderl in the evening.
Mr. Grant addressed the ~ynod at some
tenath upon the subject.

‘Thereafter, the repurt of the Union

Committec was read by the Rev. Donald
MeRie. The discussion of the report
was pustponed till Thursday.

The repovt of the Com nittee 0n the
Wi tows? and Orphans’ Funld was mve
in by J. J. Bremmner, Bsq. Ly Lo

to the sum already acknowled o, e
Monthly Record, one thou n: rs
have been subseribed by 5+
Clhure s, St John; a large =a 3t.
And.ew’s Church, Pictou; in
sums by other congregatiows at
the prospects of the fund are. ae
whole. highly encouraging. 8 <6

Synad, the fall sum required w,1ve
subscribed.

Delegates from the Church of Seot-
fand in Canada were welcomed on
Thursday morning, and reguested to sit
and deliberate as members ot the Court.

The Court was occupicd in consider-
ing the report of the Foreizn Mission
Committee.  Two missioaaries are sup-
ported in the South Sea Islands, and
the funds of the Committee are i such
a good condition that a thivd wissionary
coulil b sent, were a aaister found
ready to wo,

Tue Young Men’s Bursary Funid ves

ort wits gnven in on Friday by Rev.
W MeMllan.  The olject of this
scheme s o provide assistance (o yonng
men study mg for the minisiry. It was
felt that young men were ot com ng
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forward in sufficiont numbers to satisfy
the committee. The financial'condition
is good, a balance being on hand after
defraying all expenses. The revenue
for the year, as reported, amounts to
$391.29, received from Church-door col-
lections. The Convener, Rev. W. Mec-
Millan, resigned the Convencrship, which
resignation, after considerable discussion,
was reluctantly accepted, and Rev. J.
F. Campbell was appointed his successor.
Reports of delegates to the Church of
Scotland in Canada were received from
Messrs. Grant and W, McMillan.

The report on Sunday Schools was
given in by Rev. J. F. Campbell,in the
absence of the Convener, and accepted.

In the evening, the Canadian dele-
gates, Rev. Messrs. Ross and McDonald,
addreseed the meeting.

The Union question then came up,
and was discussed at great length, after
which the report of the committee was
unanimously adopted. The measure
wassentdown tothe Presbyteriesand con-
gregations, and the Union Committee
thanked by the Court and discharged.

On Saturday, the business was chiefly
of a routine eharacter, till an overturc
was introduced on Christian Life and
Work, the discussion of which was re-
sumed in the evening.

On Monday, the Rev. Gavin Lang, of
Montreal, delivered an address on the
Schemes of the Church in Canada, and
the remainder of the sederunt was oc-
cupied chiefly with routine bnsiness and
closing up the work of the session.

The Synod adjourned to meet in St.
Andrew’s, Halifax, on the last Tuesday
of June, 1874,

The usual Missionary meeting was
held in the evening, when addresses re-
lative to the work of the Church were
delivered by members of the Court.

g

Tug following are the collections
made in St. Andrew’s, Halifax, for the
Presbytery Home Mission :~—

Col. by Misses Scriven and Bavley.. $14 23
o “  Thomson and Taylor. 27 60
¢ *  Wier and Taylor..... 27 69
*¢ -« Messrs. Urquhart and Scriven, 4 75
e «  Little and Taylor..... 33 25

Sent in to Rev. John Campbell...... 10 00

Totad. i ivernecrsens seneresss . S117 52
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SERMON

Preached ai opening of Synod, in Sl
Andrew’s Church, Pictou,

BY REV. JAMES MURRAY, Retiring Moderator,

* He said unto them, Go ye into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture.” —MAKRK XvI 15,

Small beginnings have large endings.
A man drops a small seed into the earth,
and it starts up and expands into a large
tree.  The slender rill that trickles from
the rock presently increases to a stream
—the stream swells into a river—and
the river, gathering as it rolls, becomes
an arm ot the sea; and then there is 3
mingling and a sweeping and a spread-
ing of its waters through the circuit of
the mighty occan. Aud so of the rise
and progress of the religion of Jesus.
At first there was the utterance of a
single voice in the solitudes of the wilder-
ness—next was the testimony of the Son
of God ro Himself in the village and in
the city—then the gathering of the
twelve, and a declaration from their
lips of the simple truths of the Gospel,in
law and doctrine, to the surrounding na-
tions. There arose from the Apostles
the great company of preachers, multi-
plying and widening their circles of in-
fluence abroad over the earth to the pre-
sent, the Holy Spirit attending and
blessing their labors, so that, through their
instruwentality, the Word of God has
mightily grown and prevailed, and shall
grow and prevail till that glorious time
when the whole world, now lying in
darkness, shall be filled with the know-
ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover
the channel of the sea. What a td-
umphant comment is this extension of
divine truth on the unanswerable posi-
tion of Gamalicl the Pharisee— If this
counsel or this work be of men, it wil
come to naught; but if it be of God, ye
cannot overthrow it.”

Yes, whatever is or shall be the aspect
of the world in the light and beauties of
holiness, comes, under God, of preaching.
This is the great lever which, by little
and little, is lifting the wide universeout
of the bondage of ignorance and super-
stition. It was this which overturned
the existing structure of the Mosaic
economy in rite and ceremony; it was
this which struck to their centre, and
shivered into atoms, the iglols ot the hea-
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when, wh'ch swept into ruins the great
Diana of the Iphesians, and the pillars
of her Temple, where all the world wor-
s]ﬁppell 3 1t was this which kindled a light
which the power of numerous and
mighty (-nognics ‘could not put out—a
light, still shitnng in the enemies’ face, to
inerease in raddiance, until it merges and
belost in the glories of heaven; it was this
which snatehed from the grasp of Satan,
which dres, as brands from the burning,
thousands of souls that had otherwise
been writhing in eternal torment, but
who are new the exalted and blessed,
singing and winistering betfore the throne
of the Lamb.  Such have been the influ-
ences and clleets of the prez. hing of the
Word, conccrning which our Lord com-
manded is disciples ¢ Go ye,” &e.

We remark,

1. The Guspel originates in a source
of supreme excellence. We are natural-
ly apt to luris our opinions as to the
character o existing systems, by refer-
ring to the characiers of their founders.
Apply this mude of reasoning to the
Gospel, amd the character of its Founder,
and it will Le found to possess every
¢laim on t.e lnunan mind for reverence,
admiration and love. To Christ the
Guspel is indebied forits existence 5 and
hence it i~ called the Gospel of Christ.
Christ unfulded its powers and princi-
ples, establisnd its essential laws, per-
formed thuse unracles which confessed its
trath, bestowed on it its inherent and in-
trinsic efficacy, and appointed those
varied arrangements by which it was to
be advanced throngh the world.

There ave more adwmitted facts in the
history of Chri-t that seem to assign Him
a state of humiliation, and to corstitute
what Seriptare terms a stumbling block,
on acerunt of which many are disposed
todeny and dicnwn Him. He associated
with men in the most despised circles of
society, and selected the companions of
his carthly coveer from those who were
regarded with fear and contempt.  Thus
prompted by the impulses of Almighty
merey and Jove, He trode constantly on
the very confines of poverty and want.
‘He was finally seized and tried, convict-
ad as a malefactor, condemned to die,
and did die upon tte cross. If these
facts stond alone, they would, we adit,
be startling and forbidding ; but they are
t0 be explained in such 2 way as to in-

171

crease and redound to the splendor :of
His glovy.

Then there are certain truths in re-
gard to ITim which give Him a charac-
ter of high and matehless elevation. He
was withou! sin.  There was not a deed,
word or thunght on which there rested,
or could rest, the shadow of a stain.
He was holy, harmless, undefiled, sepa-
rate from smners.  Ie did no sin, nei-
ther was guile found in Ilis mouth. The
human nature which he wore was invested
with an especial appointment from God
the Father, because all the offices He per-
formed as Mediator between God and
man, arose from the important fact that
He was the Messiah—the Christ—the
set apart and solemnly anointed of God.
Besides the pussession of such a human
nature, ke was essentially and eternally
divine, the second person in the co-equal
and co-cternal Jehovah, the divine and
human nature being mysteriously and
miraculously united in Hun. e was
« Imanuel, God with us.” ¢ The word
was made flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory (the glory asof
the only begotten of the Father) tull of
grace and truth.” While be came “of
the seed of David according to the flesh,”
he was “over all, God blessed for ever.”

All these truths have been contradict-
ed, cavilled at and denied, but their re-
velation is distinet, their authority final,
and our duty and privilege is te receive
and delight in them, as combining to re-
present the Great Author of the Gospel
as one whom the seraphs of heaven may
well adore and obey, who mexits all
blessing and praise, and who is yet in-
finitely higher than all.

Besides these clevated and dignifying
truths inregard to the person and charae
ter of the founder of the Gospel, we might
ditect attention to the facts recorded in
revelation in regard to His existence as
Mediator subsequent to His death on the
cross, and which, in fact, that death
purchased and secured. For example,
s resurrection from the dead, His as-

cension to llis Father and our Father,

to tis God and our God, His glorified
station as the triumphant Redeemer at
the right hand of the Majesty on high.
Time, however, will not allow us to enter
even superficially on the development
of that “ great mystery of godliness—
God manifest in the flesh, justified in the
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spirit, seen of angels, preached to the
Gentiles, believed onin the world, re-
ceived up into glory” And therefore
we call attention at once to the amazing
dignity which the Gospel receives from
association with such a Beiug as its
Founder and source, and femind you, at
the same time, of the solen and imperi-
ous clum which the Gospel, beeause of
its connexion with Him, has on the pro-
found reverence, implicit faith and uni-
form ohedienee of man.  The Apostle of
the Gentiles forms precisely the same
conclusions from the same premises,
when, after announcing tie Divinity of
our Lord in Hebrew 1, he goes on to
mark the solemn conclusion :  There-
fore we ought to give more earnest heed
to the things which we have heard, lest
atany time we Jet them slip. For if
the word spuken by angels was steadfast,
and every transgression and  disobe-
dience received a just recompense of
reward, how shall we eseape it we
negleet so great salvation 2 Living as
we do, under the Gospel, take heed that
you render that earnest attention to it,
which is so distinctly and solemnly de-
manded, and beware lest, by yourscorn,
indifference, or negleet, you shall en-
counter that far sorer punishment which
is tu ae-c from the anger of Him into
whose hands it is a feartul thing to fall,
and of whum it is written, * Vengeance
tsmine; 1 will repay, saith the Lord.”

1. The Gospel is franght with abun-
Jdant blessings to the world. The very
meaning of the term Gospel verifies this
statement, for the word signifies glad
tidings. \When the angel appeared to
the suepherds to announce this to the
world, he said, #Behold, I bring you

Ll tidings of great joy, which shall be
or all people,” and then, as if that very
announcement had given new energy to
the raptures and harmonies of heaven,
“there was heard a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will to men.”

Nutiee, first, the nature of the blessings
which the Gospel imparts. Here we
scarcely know where to commence and
where to close.  When we speak of the
blessings of the Gospel, we scem as
thuugh we stood at the entrance of some
fair and beautiful garden, where we can-
not stir a step wit%ouz plucking flowers
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and beholding fruits on the tree of life,
whose very leaves are for the healing of
the nations.  We can only notice a tew
of its chief blessings, which, however,
you will find to extend over the wide
gphere of life and immortality.

1. The Gospel reveals to man aknow-
ledge of Gold and all spiritoal truth,
Tlus knowledge, on account of the state
into which man has fallen by his own
voluntary and wilful depravity, would,
apart from christianivy, have been en-
tively and utterly impossible. Moral re-
velations of truth were given to men in
the early ages of the world ; they were
given to the Patriavchs, they were given
at a subcequent periud under the ceono-
my of Muses to the Jewish nation ; but
nations have, in the proces of time,
changed the truth of Gud into a lie, and
have plunged themselves into the deep-
est abysses af idolatry, The Jews, by
their traditions, had perverted the com-
mandments of God, su that they beeame
of no effeet, and had it not been tor the
advent of new and brighter disclusures,
man woull have remained enveloped in
a midnight darkness, from whose hor-
rors no finite influence, however puwer-
ful, could have relieved him.  Now, the
Guspel comes in consequence of the
plan of cternal mer y, that it might
supply the deficiencies, remedy the evils,
and impart the appropriate boon ; and it
throws a bright and steady lustre over
the otherwise dark realities of the world
to come—lighting up every trath per-
taining to the character and government
of God, and the duties and destinies of
man, in such a way that no truth is hid
which it i3 important for man to know.

It is to the communication of this
knowledge that the Apostle refers when
he speaks of the “revelation of the
mystery which was kept secret since the
world began, but now is made manifest,
and by the Scriptures of the Priophets,
according to the commandment of the
everlasting God, made known to all ra-
tions for the obedience of the faith,” &ec.

This spiritual knowledge is essential to
all real dignity, essential to all moral
worth, essential to the introduction of
man into that state by which alone he
can be prepared for future and cverlast-
ing happiness, of which we read that that
which is in part shall be done away, and
we shall know even as we are known.
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2. The Goepel imparts to man de-
liverance fram the guilt and power of
s, Man is everywhere to he viewed
as a guilly and polluted sinuey against
God. universally exposed to the curse of
the Divine law, and those threateningss of
that law which are finally to inflict their
enalties in the torments of futurity,
Now the main design of the Gospel, asa
spstem of blessings and henefits, i« to
present and open up the existence of a
provisinn. whirh, when embraced hy man
and applied to man, shall be the means
of averting the dangers by which he is
arrounded, restoring him to the enjoy-
nent of aceeptance and favor with God,
and eansing him to wear His image, that
ke may be maorally prepared and made
meet for His glovy.  ‘This great provis-
ion is secured to us by the death of
Christ.  When He died upon the cvoss,
He quenched that fire which bad been
lighted up to decolate—which had run
along the surfice of the carth, finding
fresh fuel in every folly and every erime
of man, and which (bad it not been for
the interposing power of his Maker)
would have redared the habitations of
our race to ashes, and wrapt the universe
in flames.  The death of Christ is to Le
regarded as the propitiation and atoning
sacrifice for sin, the application of which
to man, through the appointed medium
and instrumentality, is to effect every-
thing that can be desired for the well-
being and restoration of the sonl.  #We
are justified freely by Iis grace. through
the redemption that it is in Chuist Jesus,
whom God hath set forth to be a propi-
tiation through faith in Iis blood, to de-
clare His righteousness for the remission
ufsins that are past, through the forbear-
ance of God—to declare, I say, at this
time Iis rightcousness, that Ile will be
Just and the justifier of ITim which be-
ueveth in Jesus.”

Now the belief of the testimony which
Uod has given regarding His Son, is the
appointed means for amﬁying to man, in
state and charaeter, the whole benefit of
the provisions of the atonement. TFaith
1sthe appointed instrument of imputing
lh_e righteousness of Christ, for the sake
of which is grauted the blessing of justi-
fieation and acceptance with God.  Faith
is the appointed instrument for overcom-
ng the world, and purifying the heart,
%0 that men are made personally meet
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for the inheritance of the saints in light.
Compare the difference between a state
of condemnation, on the one hand, and
Justification vn the other—between a
state of pollution and a state of purity
and holiness—and ¢an any one fail to see
that here are given, through the Gospel,
blessings so vist that no intellect can
compute  them—so boundless that no
imagination can conceive them? Oh,
if the Gospel did not communicate for-
givenes through the atoning sacnfice of
Christ, its other announcements would
amount to absolutely nothing, and the
sound of its glad tidings would be hushed
and die away to the stilluess of an
everlasting  silence.  But the  Gospel,
having communicated blessings like these,
has invested the sphere of human destiny
with a bight amd imperishable grandeur,
and must even now inspire those deep
songs of juy, whose high and rapturous
havmonies are to resvund through the
temple of heaven for ever. For what
ave the raptmies of hmmortality but the
pouring forth of thanksgiving, on the
part of the redeemed, for fulness and
triumphant eflicacy of the atonement ?
3. The Gospel imparts abundant con-
solation and support amid all sorrow. 1
need not vemind you that the present.
life is a s ene of protracted sorrow ana
distress—that sorrow is the portion of
those who have received an interest in
the power of the everlasting Gospel--
that, in fact, they are the persons on
whom often the tempest of worldly pev-
secution pours the fury of its most bitter
and deadly storms. But the very fact
of the conscivusness of an interest in the
atoning sacrifice of Christ, is of itself like
a cordial and balm to the spirit, what-
ever may be the nature of the sorrows
and agonies it may be compelled to en-
dure.  And there are sources of conso-
Iation arising from these communications
of Guspel mercy which remove the sting
from all surruw, and which render sor-
rows, in all respects, but blessings in
disguise. The power of the Gospel to
administer such consvlation has been
abundantly excmplified in.the bistory ot
thousands. The Apostle, speaking of
the delightful anticipations which him-
self and his companions enjoyed in the
prospect of the divine glory, speaks thus
in Rom. v., “ We rejoice in hope of the
glory of God.” Now,.it.is not extraor-
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dinary for a man to rejoice in hope of
Elory or in prospect of peace and perfect

appiness, and therefore the Apostle
govs on, as if to exhibit a still greater
mayvel and mystery in the achievements
of that wondrous religion of which he was
the advocate and champion: * And not
only so, but we glory in tribulations also,
knowing that tribulation worketh pa-
tience, and patience experience, and cx-
perience hope; and hope maketh not
ashamed, because the Jove of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given to us.”  On other ocea-
sions, he speaks in regard to those around
bim as if sorrow had 1o effect, and were
altogether deprived of its sting : % we are
troubled on every side, but not distress-
ed ; perplexed, but not in despair; per-
secuted, but not forsaken ; east down, but
not destroyed 3 always bearing about in
the body the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the life also of Jesus might be made
manifest in our body.’

Have not these consolations been felt
by the captive in the dungeon and the
marlyr in the flames? And speak I not
to many who can say, from their own
personal experience, that often they have
felt them themselves? Yes; have you
not felt them beneath the pressure of
poverty, where worldly sources of supply
and content seemed to be withdrawn
and withered ? Have you not felt them
when you have endured obluquy, perse-
cution and scorn for your attachment to
the name and cause of the Redeemer ?
Have you not felt them when you stood
by the bed of sickness, and watched the
languid and failing eye and quivering
lip.” and the last convulsive agony of
those on whom your attachment has been
accustomed to repose, and when you fol-
lowed in the dreary march of the funeral
train, and committed them to the silent
tomb, the house appointed for all living ?
Have you not felt them when disease
and infirmity invaded your own frame,
when the sentence of death seemed to
have been rankling like noxious poison
within your vitals, and when you thought
yourselves ready to become the prey of
worms? Oh! yes, you are the living
wituesses that they have strong consola-
tion who have fled for refuge to the hope
et before them. You can testify, and re-
Jjoice while you testify, how perfect is the
balm which the power of the Gospel
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gives; and already are yow panting with
gratitude and fervor for the arrival of
the time when youwshall praise him more
worthily in the temple above, from
which sorrow and death ave forever ex.
cluded, and which bears over its portals
the letters of that promise, * God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes.”

Notice, secondly, the extent to which
it i3 designed these blessings are to I
diffused. ~A great portion of the value
of any blessing depends on its extent
On the one hand, contraction lessens i,
and on the other the power of diffusion
increases it. Now if the Gospel had
possessed but a_restricted constitution—~
if it had erected barriers and obstaclesto
the communication of its mereies among
men—if it had been so restricted as to
exclude auy portion of the human race,
even the vilest and most degraded,—thi
would have taken away much of in
value; and whatever might be the in-
trinsic worth of its blessings, still, if these
wanted diffusiveness,they would ultimate
Iy have been butofasecondary and inferior
kind. But, blessed be God ! in the Gos
pel there is nothing at all sectarian o
peculiar, nothing which causes it to be
governed or limited by the character of
goveinments or climates, the intluence
of civilization, knowledge or art; but it
goces forward freely and fully, without a
miracle, without a fetter, withont restric-
tion, futended to bear the charter of itt
mercies to every kindred, clime and
tongue.

Prophecy speaks of this expansivenes
in the communication of coming blex-
ings. It was indicated, during the per-
sonal existence of our Redeemer, by Hit
parables, instructions, example—Dby the
commissions which He gave His Apos
tles as a regulation for the continual and
future exercise of ministry of the wod
for He taught them that ¢ it behoved
Christ to suffer and to be raised on the
third day, and that repentance and re
mission of sins_ should be preached it
His name.” His last words to them
were: * Go ye into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature
This Gospel is the religion of mankind,
the religion of the world,  Whereverthe
Gospel finds man, it finds him the same
in all the substantial elements of b
character, in all his moral wants, in al
his feelings, in all his sympathies, in &
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his wretchedness, in all his spivitual des-
titution, in all his exposure to sulfering
and death 5 and, meeting all those great
exigcncics and wants of our nature, the
Gospel reveals the only way of'salvation,
the only foundation of hope, the only
path to glory, honor, immortality. The
results of its influence in the world are a
prool of its adaptation to man. It is no
longer a matter of untried experience.
We at this day occupy a position which
gives us advantaze even over the Apos-
tles. We can look back on the work-
ings of this mighty system for cighteen
centuries ; we can see how the Guspel, in
all the varieties of its trials and experi-
ence in which it has been brought to
bear on the diseases and maladies of our
nature, has ever been attended with the
same gracious power, has always sceured
the sine spivitual result, and has thus
proved the trath of the Apostle’s decla-
ration, * The Gospel is the power of Gud
unto salvation to every one that be-
lieveth.”

But, great as has been the seecess of
the Gospel, brighter triumphs y et await
it. Its operations have been yet imper-
feet andd 1ncomplete. Many nations have
yet heard no call of the Saviour’s voice,
and have not even had a glimpse of the
Saviour's glory.  We do not yet see all
things put under Him, though we have
positive testimony that there is yet to
arrive, in the history of this long pros-

-trate and apostate world, an era when
the Gospel shall become the property
ofour race.  True it is that at the naune
of Jesus every knee shall bow, and every
tongue confess, that e is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father; but every knee
does not yer bow at the name of Jesus.
Look abroad over the earth, and what
do we behold 7 Here and there a coun-
try undey the wartial influence of the
trath as it is in Jesus.  Here and there
achristian church plauted in a heathen
hod.  Here and there a solitary induo
dtting under the shadow cf the cross.
Here and there a lonely Chinese pon-
dering over the pages of revelation.
Lok at the followers of Christ ; they are
a2 handful of corn on the top of the
mountains, shaken by the wind. ~ As yet
the Redeemer’s cause in the world is as
agrain of musgard seed, the smallest of
Al seedds ; but the day is coming when
the fiuit thereof shall become great and
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mighty, and shall ill the earth with its
fruit, folinge and shadow.

The men of all dispensations feel and
acknowledge the attractive power of the
cross—the  ante-deluvian, the  Patri-
arch, the Prophet, the Apostle, from
it they derive the foundation of their
confidence; and it supphes them with
the theme of their everlasting song, * To
Ilim that loved us.” Men of all ages
and of all times shall be drawn to the
cruss of Christ.  Its attractions were as
strong in Saul of Tarsus as in the mar-
tyred Abel; and they shall be as strong
in the least disciple who looks to 1t by
faith that he may live.

The blood of Christ is equally precious
in all ages; the sacrifice of Christ equally
valuable in all ages; the intercession of
Christ equally prevalent in all ages.
‘Time and the revolution of ages can-
not affect it. Millions have fled from
the wrath to come, to the shadow of that
cross, and yet there is room. Mil-
lions have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lawb,
and the fouutain is open still.  The
men of every country and clime and
dialect shall teel the power of the Gos-
pel. They shall come from ecast and
west, and north and south, and shall sit
down, all drawn by the same mighty in-
fluence, all attracted by the same inter-
esting object, with Abram, and Isaac
and Jacob, in the kingdom of God.
Such are the anticipations, such the
hopes and aspirations, which the signs
of the times, the spirit of prophecy,
the history of the church, the circum-
stances ot the world, warmrant us to in-
dulge. What says prophecy? * Ask
of me, and I will give the heathen for
thine inheritance, and the uttermost
parts of the earth for thy possession.”
“The kunowledge of the glory of the
Lord shall cover the earth as the waters
cover the channel of the deep.” * The.
Lord will make bare His holy arm amid
the nations, and all the ends of the carth
shall see the salvation of God.” 5o re-
plete will then be the weight of joy and
blessing, when the groanings et creation
shall have been hushed—when its tra-
vailing shall have terminated—when
peace and liberty and joy shall have be-
come the charter of our tree and eman-
cipated race, that then © will the wolf
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard
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lic down with the kid, and the ealf and
the young lion and the fastling together,
and a little child shall lead them.” The
battle of the warrior with confused noise,
and garments rolled in blood, will be
known no more; “men shall beat their
swordsinto ploughshares, and theirspe ns
into pruning hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against uation, neither
shall they learn war any more.”  Then
the light of immortahty shall shed its
gplendors round this onee  darkened
world ; the testimonices of the presence of
God will everywhere be enjoyed by men
obeying one Saviovr, walking in one
path, trusting in one atonement, and
seeking one hew @ then, when the
mystery of Giod shall be finished—when
the mighty angel, coming down from
heaven, shall life up his hand and swear
by Him that liveth for ever, that time
shall be nolonger—when thesplendarsof
immortality shall close all the scenes of
probation and time j—then shall be con-
summated and fully verified the title of
the Gospel—glad tidings of great joy to
all people.

I The ministry is the appointed in-
strument for conveying the blessings of
the Gospel to man. It is by the preach-
ing of the Gospel that these triumphs of
the cross are achieved. ‘This instra-
mentality Jesus Christ Himself appoint-
ed immediarely before He ascended,
when He gave it in charge to flis die-
eiples, * Go ve into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature.”
This instrumentality, therefore, is not
local or temporary, but universal and
permanent, adapted to all countries, and
to continue through all ages. This is a
truth suggested by the promise which
accompanies the commission, “ Lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the
world.”  True, the first preachers of the
Gospel were endowed with a miraculous
power; the church in medern timesis di-
vesied of this character, but be it remem-
bered that the power of working miracles
was imparted to the first preachers of the
Gospel for a specific purpose, and, that
nirpose being accomplished, the power
13 withdrawn, while there is continued
that ageney of the Holy Spirvit which is
equally eflicacious to the great ends of
the Christian ministry, and the regene-
ration and sanctification of the sculs of
men.  So that, inferior as we confessed-
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Iy are in owr labors and suceess, the
meanest and humblest oi’ the heralds of
the Gospel need not envy the mirnen-
lous powers of a Peter or o Paul. Sl
it iz not by might, nor by power, nor by
miracles ; it is not by elequence, by a-
gument, or by wealth s bat «it is hy My
spivit. saith the Lord” Itis the faithil
aud distinet announcement of the glori.
ous trath,  God o Joved the world that
He gave His only bigotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in [l should n
perish, but have everlasting hiv.”” This
it is that God has owned and blessed, i
every age, for the *accomplishment o
these great ends. Was it not (his that
pricked the three thousand to the heart
under the fivst Gospel sermon preachel
after the outpouring of the Spirit from
on high, three thousand who had sent
up to heaven the frantic ery and dread-
ful imprecation, “ Away with [lim—
erucify Him—IHis blood be on usanden
our children 27 It was this that prickel
them to the heart.subdued then enmity,
won them to the Saviour, gathered them
round Hlis eross, and unized them to His
Church.  Was it not the faithful preach
ing of the Gospel by the monk Luther |
that shook the dominion of Papal dowi- |
nation and tyranny at the era of the
Reformation? Was it not this ta
caused such a shaking among the diy
Vones in Great Britain and on this con-
tinent, during the last century, whe
thousands, dead in trespasses and sing,
heard the voice of the Son of God and
lived? s it no, this that in recent
times has constrained many of the South
Sea Islands to cast away their idols and
abandon theiv worship for that of the
living God, which fills the hearts of the
once benighted heathen with the loveo
Jesus, and causes chiristian churches to
bleom where once all was darkness anl
dreaviness ?

There is in this instrumentality sub
an obvious inefliciency to the accon
plishment of the great end propo e
that our Saviour (to remove all gromd
of confidence and boasting from w.
and to geenre the entive revenue of gloy
to Himself) tells us why he thus puistie
treasure in an earthen vessel, “thatth
excellency and power may be of Gol’
The preacher may be asardentas el
bold as Boanerges, tender as Jobn,
learned and laborious as Paul, yet, unil
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the Spirit be poured out from on hich,
he may as well preach to mouldering
skeletons and marble statues, as to men
dead in trospasses and sins. But when
once the Spirit accompanies the message,
and breathes upon the shain, then there is
a shaking among the dry bones; and an
exceeding great army starts up in that
vale of moral darkness and spiritual
death, to celebrate the praises of the
living God.  T'his lesson is taught us in
the circumstances  attending the first
reaching of the Gespel in the world.
Vho were the first heralds of salvation ?
Were they men of high rauk, with a
name and authority that commanded
wiversial homage and respect?  Had
they the princes and potentates of the
worltd vanged on their side tooverthrow
all who opposed their doctrines or resist-
al their progress? No, They were
fishermen, tax-gatherers, net-makers,
They were, with a few exceptions, taken
from the very dregs of society. They
had no learning—the Sanhedrim soon
discovered that they were unlearned and
inorant men.  They had no armsg,
save that spirvitual panoply with which
their Master had furniched them. Yot
these men went forth in the face of ap-
position and vesistance the most  for-
midable ; and, iu spits of persecution,
imprisonment, death, the eanse which
they abetted trimmphed; the tree which
they had planted grew and took deep
root in the soil 3 it beeame fairer, firmer
aul more vigorous by every dvap of
martyred blood that was shed, till it
tretched forth its arms far and wide,cover-
el with luxuviaat foliage, laden with
| the richest fruit.  So mightily grew the
word of God and prevailed.

This instrumentality is still in our pos-
session, and, if'it is employed in humble
dependence on Divine assistance and
(vith a single eye to the glory of God,
that ageney  which alone can render it
effectual will not be wanting. The re-
siduet of the Spivit is with God, and ile
will ponr it out in 2bundance on IHis
faithtul disciples,

oy A .

This. the ministry of the Gospl, is as
esential in our day as in the days of the
Apoel_lcs, to the existence and progress
of eligion in the soul. In Rom. x. 18,
we read, % Whosoever shall call on the
wme of the Lord shall be saved.”
“Uow, then, shafl they call on Him of

OF S8COTLAND. 177
whom they have not heard, and how
shall they hear without a preacher?”
Iere, ealling on the Lovd is deelared to
be answered by salvation, faith is assert-
ed to be the ground of that calling, hear-
ing of that. faith, and a preacher. essen-
tial to that hearing.  Inagreement with
this the Apostle says elsewhere, © Faith
cometh by heaving.”  The necessity of
the preaching of the Gospel is also
evineell by the consequences clearly
shown where it is neglected either in 2
nation orindividual. ~The moral charae-
ter of a people advances or declines with
the state of the ministry amoag them;;
where this divine ordinance is unknown,
there the heart of the inhabitants is a
moral wilderness, where no fruits of
richness bloom or ripen. Man forgets
God, and God forsakes man ; violence
and immorality prevail, and before it
cven the arts of civilization an< refine-
ment reeesle.  And equally necessary is
the preaching of the Gospel to the exist-
ence and support of religion in the indi-
vidual. The practise of private praver,
of readling the Seriptures, and even the
obligations of morality, ave all velased,
and may we not believe that these
means of grace, even supposing they
were diligently persisted 1n, would fatl
of being attended with beneficial effect
as long as this single ordinance was neg-
lected ?

We do not limit the infinite extent
and power of Divine grace when we
spexk of the necessity of a Christian min-
istry.  God can work without it. Us
uses are not and cannot be necessary to
Him. But He has appointed and ren-
dered them necessary for the accom-
plishinent of Ilis own purposes of merey
in the world.  This, therefore, is the or-
dained means of conversion and subse-
quent establishment in every age of the
Christian life; and its necessity must
continue, while there is a single sinner
to be broucht into tLo Cumily of God, or
a single gracein the heart of the believer
to advance to perfeetion.

Thus there is & connexion established
between the winistry and the power and
cfficacy of the Gospel.  All things are of
Godd, ¢ who hath reconciled us to Ilim-
self by Jesus Clivist, and ha h commmit-
ted to us the ministry of reconciliation ;
to wit, that God was in Christ veconcil-
ing the world unto Himsclf, not imput-
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ing their tregpasses unto them, and hath
comnutted to us the werd of reconcilia-
tion. Now then we are ambassadors
for Christ, as though God did besvech
vou by usy we pray vou, in Christ’s
stead, be ye reconciled to God.”  Such
passages indieate the truth that the min-
sstry of the Gospel, the oral and public
teaching of the trath as it is in Jesus, is
to be regarded: as the great instrument
of imparting and apply ing this Gospel to
the world, till the workl be evange-
lised and the oflice of christianity ful-
filled.

If, then, the ministry be thus conneeted
with imparting the hlessines of the Gos-
pel to the world, there is a solemn call
on ue whe exercise that ministry, dili-
gently and accurately to study the con-
stitution of the Gospel, and to ascertain
and acqnirve a perfeer and mature know-
lIedge of'its contentss and having done
s0, there is also a solemn call, freely and
faithfully to declare it to onr fellowmen.
If there is one trath more than another
on which we are called to dwell, it is
that delightful theme of reconciliation by
the meric of the atoning sacvifice, the
prominence of whicl causes the Apostle
to call the ministry of the Gospel, the
ministry of reconciliation.  And if at
any time we are compelled to lead men
by the thunders of Sinai, or to open
the Decalogue and remind them that
God spoke all these words, or to bring
before their view the torments of futuri-
ty, every statement, even appar ntly the
most remote and  disconnected, must be
made to concentrate and meet, as inone
common centre, around the doetrines of
the ¢ross.

And il ever there was a time for car-
nestness in this work, it is now. The
aspect of the times, from the mutual re-
Jation of the church and the world, and
from the gigantic efforts which are made
by the envimies of the truth to <trengtlen
them in thair impions warfave, all theee
things arc urging us to stand forth, as
with a mighty and more flaming zeal,
between the living and the dead, and
hold up the cross with faithifulness, and
ealling on men to belold Him who
taketh away the sin of the world. Tt is
well that we stir up one another by re-
Hecting on these things.

This, then, is the olject of our minis-
iration, the salvation of souls in connex-
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ion with the manifestation of the divine
¢lory, to promote aml advanee the dlo-
rious future of the churen of the living
God. That is our business, this we pro-
fessed as owr object in war ordinativ,
vows, this the chureh expects from us,
and =0 does the world. Tt v one of the
mysteries of God’s moral government
that ITe has made g watter of sugl
transcendant importance as the salvation
of sonls, in & measure to depend on cur
influence over others. Tt however, is
the case. and therefore how tremendo
is our responsibility ! It is indeed ny
ordinary maiter to be an ambassado
from the King of kings.  Anzels neve
had committed to then a matter of suc,
deep and everlasting toment. Thereis
not one who hears our voiees, but will
take an impression which will neve
wear out.  Myriads in timeto come uay
depend for iheir eternal welfare in some
measure on our instramentality.  Oh’
then, let us forget everything 10 minishs
in the fidelity of our soulsfor the service
of Christ. Let as look anew at our re-
sponsibility.  Well mu, we say, “who
is sufficient for these th a8 ?” Letw
ever remember the encomaging truth
that « our sufficiency is of God.” and le
that lift up our hears in the ways and
work of the Lovd.  Qursis the minisin-
tion of the Spirit, and that Spirit emyploys
our ministry as the instrument of convey-
jng Iis heavenly influence to open the
blind eyes and quicken the spinatually
dead.  Toenconrage usstill mave, It
remember that we are on the side of vie
tory. The Gospel isincapable «f defeat
It shall be victorious, proving vither the
savor of life or the savor of death. T
shall bear down alt opposition, and fl
the whole world with the glory of Gl
“ Lo, I am with ydu alwavs,” is enconr
agement sufficient Lo sustain and chee
the servants of the living God.  Whik
He is with us. there can be no just cae
of fear or faintness. Lut us then dif
gently work the work of I tlater
us into the world, for,it God be on o
side,who or what can presail agains &
Theve is also 2 solemn call on all sk

attend on the ministry of the .\\fotl
The call on you is to honor the masf
by giving carnest heed to the this
which ye hear.  © Let a man so ¢l
us s ministers of Christ and stewankd
the mysteries of God.”  With the fie
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dom and faithfulness and earnestness
which the Gospel demands and justifies,
as ambassadors of Christ, “ we beseech
you in Christ’s stead be ye reconciled to
God.”

You, too, professing Christians, are
called to exert yourselves in promoting
the advance of that time when * all shall
know God.” Let your profession and prac-
tiseharmonise. Amid all the profession of
christians in these days, and attendance
on owlinances, is there nut sumething
wanting 2 Yes, we want the church to
arise and do her duty in attaining to
more eminent spirituality and fervent
prayer.  We want to sce those who call
themselves the disciples of Jusus, living
more up to their profession, in their tem-
per the mind of Christ, in their charac-
ter the stamp of heaven, in their conduct
the index of eternity. We want to see
them looking up to Ieaven as if they
had sumething there, and expected to be
there themselves. Are there any signs
of such a revival in our churches?  The
church must be revived before the world
can be converted.  Christ’s kingdom and
glory must be visibly displayed in the
lieavenly temper and holy conduct of His
disciples.  Professing Christians, it docs
depend on us that the world is to be con-
verted.  Your country demands an in-
crease of piely in your heart, that you
may be an instrument of sanctifying its
greatness to the service of Christ. The
church demands an increase of yous
piety, that it may experience a revival.
The world, uttering loud and deep groans
of misery, demands an increase of piety,
that you may be the instrument of its
salvation.  And aboveall, the Redeemer
of tle world is looking down into your
yenrb, in immediate reference to the
Jjudgment day, to see your heart moved
by appeals so numerous, by arguments
50 weighty, by responsibility so tremen-
dous. "Let the anticipation of that day
decide our conduct in reference to the
cause of Christ, our conduct on every
day that is to intervene between the pre-
sent and the consummation of all things.
Let allseek, by personal exertion, to ad-
vance the time when the kingdoms of
this world shall become the kingdoms of
our God and His Christ. Labor perse-
veringly, incessantly, prayerfully. Be
this our motto and remembrance, that as
we work so we shall receive repose.
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Here is the place of labor, yonder in
Jleaven is the place of rest.

How awful the danger of those who
reject the Guspel.  Just consider what
is implied in these simple words. Re-
Jjeet the Gospel—the medicine that will
cure your diseases—the light that will
dissipate your darkness—the balm that
will soothe your sorruws—the refuge that
will shield you from peril—the life that
will save you from death—the heaven
that will save you from hell.  Ob, if any
one is yet inclined to continue a rejecter
of the Gospel, let me remind him of that
far sorer punishment which God is to
render against those who have trampled
the blood of the covenant under their
feet asan unholy thing. ¢ Ile that knew
his Lord’s will and prepared not himself,
neither did according to His will, shall
be beaten with many stripes; but he that
knew not his Lord’s will, and did com-
mit things worthy of stripes, shall be
beaten with few stripes ; for unto whom-
soever much is given, of him shall much
be required.”

'S
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Minutes of the Joint Committee
of the Presbyterian Churxches of
the Provinces of British North
America, on the subject of Union,
at St. John, N. B, April, 1873.

At St. John, N. B., and within Calvin
Church there, on the 11th day of April,
1873, at 11 o’clock, a. m, the Comnmittees
on the subject of Union, appointed by the
Supreme Courts of the following Churches,
viz.: The Presbyterian Church of Canada
in connection with the Church of Scotland
—the Canada Presbyterian Church—the
Presbyterian Church.of the Maritime Pro-
vinces in connection with the Church of
Scotland—ana the Presbyterian Church of
the Lower Provinces—met on the call of
the respective Conveners of these Commit-
tees, as a Joint Committee, to carry out
the purpose of their appointment.

Lresent :—The Rev. Principal Snodgrass,
D. D., The Rev. Dr. Jenkins, The Rev.
James C. Smith, Ministers, with Mr. Jas.
Craig, M. L. P., and Mr. James Croil,
Elders of the Presbyterian Charch of Can-
ada in connection with the Church of Scot-
Jand; The Rev. Robert Ure, The Rev.
Prof. Caven, The Rev. Professor Mac Vicar,
L.L.D., ‘The Rev. Thowmas McPherson,
The Rev. Dr. Topp, Ministers, with the
Hon. John McMurrich, and pr. Thomas
McCrae, Elders of the Canada Presby terian
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Church ; The Rev. Allan Pollok, The Rev.
Dr. Biovke, The Kev. Donald McRae,
The Rev. G. J. Caie, Ministers, with Mr.
James J. Bremmer, Blder of the Presby-
teriun Church of the Maritime Provinces in
connection with the Church of Scotland ;
The Rev. Dr. Bayue, The Rev. G. Ghiristie,
The Rev. James Benner, The Rev. Geo.
Pattereon, The tev. Protessor McKnight,
Ministers, with Mr. M. H. Goudge, Mr. H.
B. Webster, Mr. John S. McLean, and Mr.
G. A. Blanchard, Elders of the Picsby-
terinn Church of the Lower Provinces.

It was moved by Dr. Jenkins, and
seconded by Dr. Topp, and unanimously
agreed to, that the Rev. Dr. Bayne be ap-
pointed Charrman.  Dr. Bayne according-
1y took the chair, and openced the meeting
with prayer. :

It was then moved by Principal Snod-
grass, and unanimously agreed to, that Dr.
Topp be appoiuted to act as Secretary.

I'he Committee unanimously approved
of the cunduct of the Convencrs in calling
this inceting.

The Couveners severally reported the
deliverances on the sutject of Union of the
Supreme Courts of their respective church-
es, at their last meeting, in June, 1872.

There were also read the minutes of a
Couference held at Montresl on the 26th
day of December, 1872, between the Com-
mittee of the Presbyterian Church of Can
ada in connection with the Church of Scot-
land, and the Committee of the Canada
Preshyterian Church, for the purposc of
considering maiters arising out of the de-
liverances of the Supreme Courts of these
Churches, and specially affecting them.

It was resolved to cngross these in the
minates of this Committee.

The Conveners of the two Committecs
read the dehiverances of the Supreme Courts
of their respective Churches on the various
marters brought under their notice in con-
ncction with the proposed Union. It was
found from these, that the subjects to be
eonsidered by this Conference were the fol-
lowing: 1. The deliverance of the Canada
Preshyterian Church on the Headship of
Christ over His Church, 2. The deliver-
ance of both Churches on State grants to
Denominational Colleges. 3. The deliver-
ances of the Synod of the Preshyterian
Church of Canada in conncection with the
Church of Scotland, on the mode of ap-
pointmeni of Theological Professors.

It was vesolved to take up tho dcliver-
ance on the Ilcadship first. The same was
read, and explanations were given as to
its meaning and ohject by the Convener,
and by other members of the Commitiee of
the Canada Presbyterian Church.

Authoritative documents of the respee-
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tive churclies on the subject were read,
viz.: On the part of the Preshyterian
Church of Canada in connection with the
Church of Scotland + The Act of Independ-
ence; The yuestions put to Ministers at
ordination ; The Formula signed by the
Mimsters of thar Charch, and The forin
used in closings the meeting of the Supreme
Court.  On the part of the Canada Pres-
byterian  Church, there were read the
articles of the Basis of Union between the
two bodies now composing that church;
The questions put 10 Ministers at ordimna-
tion, and the Formula.

After interchange of sentiment, and
frank conversation on these documents, the
members of the Committee of the Preshy-
terian Church of Canada in connection
with the Church of Scotland. directed
copics of the ducuments read by them to o
transmitted to the Convener of the Com-
mittee of the Canada Presby terian Church,
that said Committee may deal with the
matter in their report in such a wuy as to
them may seem proper.

The subject of State grants to Denomi-
national Colleges, was nextaken up. The
deliverances of the Supreme Courts ot the
two churches thereon, were read.

The following deliverance, proposed by
Professor Caven, and sceonded by Dr
Mac Viear, was unanimonsly adopted, viz.:
This Conference clamms for the vespeetive
churches represented by it, the fullest for-
bearande as to any difierence of opinion
which may exist respecting the question of
State granis to Kducational Establishments
of a Denominational character, and dues
not see, in such diversity of sentiment upon
a suhject on which uniformity of opinion is
not enforced within any of the negotiating
bodigs. anything which need prove 8
barrier to Union, or distorb the peace of
the united Church.

The Rev. Gavin Lang now cntered, and
took his scat in the Confercuce

The subject of the appointment of Pro-
fessors in the Theological Colleges was
then taken up. The deliverance of he
Synod of the Preshyterian Church of Cane
aca in connection with the Church of Scot-
lanl, respecting it, was read. After lenath-
ened conversation on the subject, it was
the unanimous opinion of the Conference
that the whole matter shonid be referred to
the deliberations of the Joint Comamtice
at its next meeting.

I'he Conference having reason to express
its thankfulness at the satisfactory progres
which has been made with referencc o the
object for which this mecting has been
held, recominends the Conveners of the
Committecs of the churches concerned, ©
make arrangements for & joint meeting ¢
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these committees at St. John, N. B,, on
Friday, the 11th April, 1873, at 11 o’clock,

3. m.
The Rev. Robert Ure, at the request of
the Chairman, engaged in prayer.
The minutes of this and the previous
meeting were read and approved.
Adjourned, and closed with prayer.

Tn proceeding to the proper business of
the Committee, it was resolved to take up
the consideration of the Basis of Unpion
first, and that the articles of the Basis of
Tnion, as adopted by the Joint Committee,
at its meeting in 1871, be now read. This
having been done,

It was moved by Dr. Jenkins, seconded
by Mr. Ure, and unanimously agreed to,
that the four articles, as thus read, do form
the Basis of Union for the United Church,

viz —

1. That the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testameats, being the Word of God,
are the only infallible rule of faith and
manners.

2. That the Westminster Confession of
Faith shall form the subordinate standard
of this Church; that the Larger and
Shorier Catechisms shall be adopted by
the Church, and appointed to be used for
the instruction of the people—it being
distinctly understood that nothing contained
in the aforesaid Confession or Catechisms,
regarding the power and daty of the Civil
Magistraie, shall be held to sanction any

rinciples or views inconsisteat with fall
iberty of conscience in matters of religion.

3. That the government and worship of
this Church shall bein accordance with the
recognized principles and practice of Pres-
byterian Churches, as laid down generally
in the * Form of Preshyterial Church Gov-
ermnent,” and in ““ The Directory for the
Public Worship of God.”

4. That this Church, while cherishing
Christian  affection  towards the whole
Church of God, and desiring to hold fra-
ternal intercourse with it in its several
branches, as opportunity offers, shall, at
the same time, regard itself as being in
sach Ecclesiastical relations to churches
holding the same doctrine, government and
disciprine wath itself, as that Ministers and
Prohationers from these churches shall be re-
ccived into  this Church, subject to such
regulations as shall, from time to time, be
adopted.

The Committee then Yook up for con-
sideration that part of the Minutes of the
Conference beld in Montreal, which relates
to the subject of the Headship of Christ, as
contained in the instructions of the General
Assembly of the Canada Presbyterian
Church to its Committee.
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After full deliberation, the Committee
deferred, in the meantime, 2 formal deliver-
ance on the subject.

The Secrctary then read the resolution
of the Conference held at Montreal, on the
subject of State grants to Ienominational
Colleges. The Committee unanimously
expressed its approval of said resolution,
and adopted it as its own, viz. : The Com-
mittee claims for the respective churches
represented by it, the fullest forbearance as
to any difference of opinion which may ex-
ist respecting the question of State grants
to Educational Establishments of & Deno-
minational character, and does mnot see, in
such diversity of sentiment npon a subject
on which uniformity of opinion is not en-
forced within any of the ncgotiating bodies,
anything which need prove a barrier to
Union, or distarb the peace of 2 United
Church.

Principal Snodgrass then, as Convener
of the Committce of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada in connection with the
Church of Scotland, read the deliverance
of the Supreme Court of that church on
the suhject of the mode of election of Theo-
logical Professors.

Adjourned, and closed with prayer.

At St. John, same day and place, 7.30
p-m. The Committee met, and was ce
stituted with prayer by the Rev. G. Christie,
at the request of the Chairman.

Scderunt as before.  Dr. Bayne, Chair-
man; Dr. Topp, Secretary.

The minutes of the former meeting were
read and sustained.

The Committee took up consideration of
the subject of the appointment of Theolo-
gical Professors, as brought beforc them in
the deliverance of the Synod of the Presby-
terian Charch of Canada in connection
with the Church of Scotland. After
Iengthened deliberation, and 2 free expres-
sion of vpinien, it was moved by Principal
Snodgrass, seconded by Professor Caven,
and unanimously agreed to, That it is in-
expedient for this Committee to pass at
present any resolution on the suhject.

Adjourned, and closed with prayer.

At St. John, 12th day of April, 3 p. m,,
the Committee met, and was constituted
with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Jenkins, at
the request of the Chairman.

Sederunt a= before, with the exception of
the Rev Dr. Brooke, who was unable to
remain longer.  The Rev. Robt. Cameron
took his scat as alternate tor Dr. Brooke.
Dr. Bayue, Chairman; Dr. Topp, Sec’y.

The minutes of the previous meeting
were read and sustained.

The Committee now resnmed considera-
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tion of that part of the: Minutcs of the Con-
ference ot Montreal, which referred to the
Hegdship of Christ, and which had engzaged
avrention at a former session. After further
deliberation, it was moved by Professor
Caven, seconded by Dr. Topp, and carried
unanimousty, That the Commiriee, having
heard the Minutes of Conference reparding
this subject, which have been 1ead, does
now express its satisfaction with the un-
animity of sentiment whirh isexhibited in
the documents therein referred to.
Adjourned, and closed with prayer.

At St. John, same day and place, 7.30
p.m., the Committee net, and was consti-
tuted with prayer by the Houn. John Me-
Murrich, at the request of the Chairman.

‘The Committee took up the cousiders-
tion of the subjectof Pablic Worship, when
it was unanimously resvlved, Thar, with
regard to modes of worship, the practice
presently followed by congregations, in the
matier of worship, shafl be atlowed, and
that furthes action in connection therewith
be lets to the legislation of the Uuited
Charch.

The subject of Collegiate Education was
next brosght usder the notice of the Com-
witee, when, after discussion, Principal
Snodgrass moved, and the Hon. John Me-
Murrich secimled the motion, That the
negotiating Churches shall enter into anion
with the Theological and Literary Institu-
tions which they now have; and that ap-
plication he made to Parliament for such
fegistution as will bring Queen’s University
and Colleze, Knox Cotlege, the DIreshy-
terian College, Moutreal, Morrin College,
ard the Theologicat Hall at Halifax, into
relations o the United Church similar to
those which they pow hold to their respee-
tive churches, and to preserve their corpo-
rate exisience, goverament and funciions,
on terms and conditions like to those under
which they uow exist; but the Uniced
Chureh shall not b= required to elect Trus-
tees for an Arts’ Department in any of the
Collezes above named. This motion was
unanimously carried.

Adjourned, closed with prayer.

At St. Johu, and within Calvin Charch
there, on the 14th day of April, 1873, et
10 30 a.am., the Commiitee met, and was
constituted with prayer by the Rev. Dr.
MacVicar, at the request of the Chirman.

Principal Snodgrass moved, seconded
by the Hon. John McMurrich, and the
motiun was unarimousty sgreed to, That
the Committee recommend that steps be
taken at the first meeting of the General
Assembly of the United Chuaweh, for the
equitable establishment and administration
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of an efficient Fund for the henefit ¢f the
widows aud orphans of ministers.

It wss nlso unanimousty resolved, on
the motion of Principal Snodgrass, That
such legislation shall be sought as shajl
preserve undisturbed all rights of proverty
now helonging to congregations and cop
porate bodies, and, at the same time, not
interfere with treedom of action on the par
of congregations in the same lovality de-
sirous of uniting, or on the part of corpo-
rate bodies which muy find it 1o bie expedic
ent to discontinue, wholly or partmlly,
their separate existence.

Principal Snodgrass reported actior an
the part of the Synod of the Preshyervign
Chureh of Canada in conmection with the
Chureht of Scotland, as follows: * That
the Temporalities Fund shail remain, as
at present, in the hands of a Board, the
membership of which shall be consinued,
after the consmnmation of the Union, by
the remanent members having power to fifl
vacancies caused by death, resignation or
othe~wise ; and the administration of the
Fund shall continue on the same principles
ang for the sarne purposes as at present,
until all vested rights shatl have lapsed;
and these rights shall be held to be the fol-
lowing :—(1) Theannual receipt by winis.
ters now receiving four hundred and fity
dollars {8450}, four hundred doliars {S400),
or 1wo hundred dollars ($200), of the same
amount Quring their lifetime, and good
standing in the Church. (2) The awnuat
receipt of two thousand dollars ($2000) by
the Tressurer of Queen’s College, and {3}
the annpal receipt of two hundred doltars
{8200} by all the ministers whoshall be on
the Syaoid Roli at the time of the Union,
and by a}l recognized Probationers sod
Licentiates during their lifetime, and good
standing in the Church : That as soon as
the Fund, or any parst of it, shall no longer
be required for these purposes, it shall be
aporapristed (1) to the formation of a
Fund for the benefit of Aged and Infirm
Ministers of the United Church, retired
from the active duties of the ministry with
the sanction of the said Chuych, in the pro-
portion of six-ninths; {2) for the mainten-
ance aud extension of the Theological
Faculty of Queen’s College, in the propor-
tion of two-ninths; {3) 1» the Minisiers
Wigows and Orphans’ Fund of the said
United Church, in the proportion of one-
ninth—these calculations to be based ond
capital fand of°four hundred and &y
thousand dollars {$450,000), and the resi-
due, over and above this amount, wp 1
forty thousand dollars ($40,000), 1o be de-
voted to the maintenance of the Theelogi-
cal Faculty of Morrin College; And
whereas, the Committec on  Union desirs
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instructions ns to the mode of making pro-
vision for the payment of two hundred
dollars (S200) per annwm to all Ministers
on the Roll at the time of union, unil such
time as they hecome hencficiaries of the
Temporalities’ Fund, the Synad refer the
matter to the wisdom of the Committce to
arrange surh method of provision as they
may deem best, drawing, if necessary {but
only as an exrreme measure, when no other
methad of meeting the Citlicuity can be de-
vised), npon the capital of the Fund-—the
same to he repaid to capital before any dis-
tribution of the prinvipal Fund takes place.
Professor Caven moved, seconded by the
Hon. John McMurrich, and the motion
was nuammousty adopted, That this Cow-
mittec record irg satisfuction with the pro
posed arrangement of the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church of Cangida in connee-
tion with the Chureh of Scotland.
Adjourned, and closed with prayer.

At St. John, snmeday and place, 3 p.m.,
the Committee met, and was constitnted
with prayver by Mr. Webster, at the request
of the Chairman. Sederant as before, Dr.
Bagne, Chairman; Dr. Topp, Sceretary.

The minutes of the previous meeting
were read and sustained

It was then moved by Professor Caven,
seconded hy Professor MacKnight, and
unavimously agreed 1o, That the Commit-
tee dovs now express its contident expecta-
tion that the United Church will heartily
take up and prosecutc the Home and
Forcign Missionary sud Benevolent opera-
tions of the several churches, according to
their respeetive cluims; amd that with re-
gard to the practical work of the Chureh,
and the promotion of its schemes, whilst the
General Assembly shall have the super-
vision and controf of all the work of the
Church; yet the Committee vecommend
that the United Chuieh shall have due ve-
gard 10 such arrangements, through Synods
and Loral Committees, as shall tend most
effectunily to unite in Christian love and
sympathy the various sections of the
Chareh, and, at the same time, fo draw
forth the resources and energies of the peo-
ple in bekalf of the work of Christ in the
Dominion, and throughoat the warld.

The Commitiee further agreed, thas the
name of the Untied Chureh should te
“The Presbrterinn Church of Briish
North America.”

In tesminating their proercedings, the
Committee unanimously adopted the fol-
lowing resolution :—

* This meeting, haviag cavefully review-
od the deliherations and proceedings of the
present and two former joint mectings of
Committees, records its gratification at the
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agreement which has been attained on the
various subjects that have veess conssdered,
and believiag that all watiers clabming at-
tention have been discussest, resvlves, That
the Committees, in reporiing to the next
ensuing annual meetings of the Supreme
Courts of their respective churches, shall
submit an extract of this minute, along
with the proposed Basis of Ution, and the
gdeliverances that have heen passed, with &
stiong recommendation in favour of the
adoption of the same without change, so
that precisely the same dovwment mway be
trapsmitted by all the Courts; snd thag
there may be no farther deluy in ascertain-
ing the views of all parties concerned on
the subject of Union.”

It was then moved by Dr. Jenkins,
sceonded hy the Hon. John MeMarrich,
and cordially agreed to, That the Joint
Commiutee, representing the several Pres.
byterian Charches of British Norsh Ameri-
ca, does express its grateful sense of the
preat kindness and hospitabty exiended to
itg members by Christian friends in the
city ; also, that the thanks of the Commit-
tee be given o the minister and managers
of Calvin Chureh for the use of the same,
and for the comfortable accommodation
thus provided for their meeetings.

Dr. Jenkins, Professor Caven and the
Sceretary were appointed a Commitice to
revise the minates, previously to their being
printed for the use of the Supreme Courts,

The Rev. Rabert Ure, having been re-
guested by the Chairman, cngaged in
prayer, and then the meeting was closed
with the Benediction by 1he Chairman,

James Bavyng, D. D., Chairman.
Avex. Torr, D. D., Serretary.
' m“—-n\ V)
e Tl

Wotice.

The following supplements may be
drawn for on August 1st, for the half
year then ending, from the Treasurer of
the Synod’s Home Mission, George P.
Mitchell, Esq., Halifax—Certifieates and
receipts being at the same time for-
warded -

Dalbousic, N. Bovdviviaiiianininn .S 26

Tabusintae, N. Bo...v.oee [ -
Black River and Red Bank............. &0
Picton Presbyterye..ooo.oiiioviiaiia. 68
Westville Church....... ... Ceeea. . 247
Woodstack and Northamptor, N. B.... 123
St ANAIEW’S ciaver ceeeriireaenies. 30
?:asihwaakland Stanley.cionviiiiennnnn 88
3. L. Govdon, | . 15
John McLean, § Catechists vovee cvvans 5

Txtracted from the Minutes of the IL
M. Board,
) Geo. GraxT, Convener.
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Qrticles  Contributed,

Meseting of the Synod in Montreal.

The Synod of onr Churchin the Upper
Provinces met this year in St. Andrew’s
Church, Montreal, on the first Tuesday
of last month. It was felt that the
meeting would be an important one, not
only because of the ordinary work of the
Church to be discussed, but because posi-
ive action would have to be taken on
the question of Union with sister Pres-
bytertan Churches in the Dominion.
This question had fist come op three
years ago when the Synod met in St
Paul's Church, Montreal, and, full time
having been given toits consideration,
the Synod wasexpected to send it down
now to Presbyteries and congregations,
unless it resolved to dismissit altogether.

The first five days of the Synod were
chiefly spent in discussing the bearing
of the proposed Union on the Tempo-
1alitics Fund.  Of course other matters,
including the general question of Union,
were considered, bus the great difficulty
was cansed by the Temporalities Fand.
Noone in the Synod took ground against
the Union itself. Hence, the basis
drawn up by the Joint Committee, and
the accompanving Resclutions on modes
of Waorship, Colleges, &e., &e., were
adopted unanimously, and ordered to be
sent down to Presbyteriesand congreon-
tions. But some members of Synod ad-
voeated deluy until the opinion of a legal
commission as to the power of the Church
to dispose of the Temporalities Fund for
the benefit of the United Churceh could
be had. Other members advocated a
differens distribution from that originally
sketched by the Synod. They main-
tained that it was wrong to divert the
fund from its original object of directly
sustaining the ministry in whole or part,
and to appropriate it for such objects as
an Aszed and Infirm Ministers® Fund, o
Widows and Orphans’ Fund, and Theo-
logical Edueation.  They insisted that it
should form, instead, the nuclens of a
Sustentaion  Fund for the United
Charch.  As this matter had to be set-
tled by the Bynod, as it belonged to no
other bady but the Synod, the arguments
used on different sides by different mem-
bers need not be given here.  Suffice it
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to say that by very large majorities the
Synod decided, first, that it was unne.
cessary to consult lnwyers on the sub-
jeet, for every one recognized that no
change could be made as to the disposi-
tion of the Fund without an Act of the
Dominion Parliament; and secondly,
that the distribution of the fund pro-
posed by the two preceding Synods
should be adhered to.

It would therefore appear, from the
public action of the Synod, that on the
general subject of Union there is perfeet
unanimity.  This does not mean, how-
ever, al that might be, legitimately in-
ferred ; for no one could ..ttend the Synod
meetings without seeing that there wiasa
minority who would have welecomed the
suspension of the Union nuegotia fons,
Bat this minority had the sense to see
that the general sentiment of the Cowrg
was frresistibly in favor of Union, and
that the public opinion of ‘the Church
was in the same direction, anid also, that
if they had intended towake opposition,
they should have doue so at an earlier
stage and beforg their brethren were
committed to the other Churches; and
s they had the Christian courtesy to con-
tent themselves with uttering their own
preferences and fears without dividing
on the question or protesting, as was
done by the minority in the C. P. As-
senbly.

The other discussions in the Synod
wmost interesting to outsiders were on the
French Mission, the Manitoba Mission,
and Christian Life and Work.

The Frencl Mission cannot be said to
be in a satisfacrory condition at pre-
sent. Indeed it can hardly be ealled a
Mission atall. There isin Montreal the
French Protestant congregation of St.
John's, numbering about forty fanilies,
in connection with the Presbytery and
Synad, and, as it is now without 2 minis-
ter, the late Convener of the French
Mission  Committee proposed that it
should be amalgamated with the Craig
St. Chureh, a larger French Protestant
congregation in Montreal, supported by
an organiz dion representing various de-
nominations. As the people of St. Johw's
Church were opposed to this, the Synod
resolved to do what it could for them,
and to continue its French Mission.

The Manitoba Mission is in a healthy
state. Last year the Committee sent
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the Rev. Mr. et to Manitoba to co-
operate with the C. P, ministers in that
aew Provinee, both in edueational and
missionary work.,  The Synod this year
bas anthorized the Commitiee to send a
second man assoon as he ean be secured,
for exclusively missionary work. The
co-operation of the two Churches suc-
cceds so well in Manitoba, that it avgurs
well for future co-operation in the older
Provinces.  Indeed so convineed are
both the kivkmen and the C. P’s of
Manitoba that Union is indispensable,
that they would rather cut their connee-
tion with the Charches in Ontario and
Quebee than consent to disunion.

A whole day was spent in disenssing
the Report on Christian Life and Work.
An able, interesting, thovough Report
was given by the Convener, Rev. D
Murrison of Owen Sound, representing
the state of the 70 congregations, out of
the 125 on the roll, that had sent in an-
swers to his questions.  Most of the re-
turns confessed to great shortcomings;
an absence of life in the congregatious,
anit of active work by the eldership. It
is felt that the Church spiritually is not
what it onght to be.  The ministers were
urged to greater consecration of them-
selves to the Lord, and the Committee,
along with the Moderator,were .nstruct-
ed to issae a pastoral letter to the peo-
ple on the subject of the prevailing
worbdliness and the sins of the day, and
the necessity of waitifigon the Lord and
living in IHim. Profession without Jife
seems to characterize an immense pro-
portion of those connected with the
Church.  Great stress was laid on the
fact that the eldes in the Chureh do not
take the share in vuling and teaching
the congregations that rightly belongs to
them; and it was suggested that one
reason of thig is, that they have not been
tratned to christian work, and that it
would therefore be wise if the minister
devoted set times to converse with and
assist in teaching or qualifying them.
Is not this & subject for the consideration
of the whale Church—how to muke the
eldership of more practieal efficiency ?
Mere declaiming that they ought to do
more will not amount to much.

Halifux has been called “ the hospit-
able” It certainly does not deserve the
name any more than, if so much as,
Montreal. ANl the Scotch population
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especially are “given to hospitality 3”
and on this occasion, Scottish Chureh-
men there surpassed tacmselves.

The Debate on Union in the
BSynod at Pictou.

It was not a debate, for all were on
one sile. It was a statesmanlike and
Cheistianlike review, by succes-ive
speakers for four hours, of the negotia-
tions for Union during the list three
years, an exposition of the genins and
spirit of the churches concerned, of the
causes of past heats and discussions, of
the present state and expeetations of the
people, and of present duty coupled
with a glance of hope towards the
future.  On Wednesday ¢vening, June
25th, the subjeet was intraduced by the
Moderator reading the Report of the
Tnion Committee and the Minates of the
meetings of the joint Comnittee in
Montreal and St Jobn. . The Court
having thus been placed in pusseseion of
the facts, having had the present state of
the question lucidly set bulore it, de-
ferred further constideration till the fol-
lowing day, and took up another sub-
jeet,—~the Report on the propused
Widows and Orphans’ Fuad.

On Thursday evening at 7.30 P. M,
the Synod was again constituted, and the
Moderator introduced two delegates
from the old Canada Sinod,—Revds.
Walter Ross and MeDonald, both Nova,
Scotians—it need hardly be added—
Picton men, though now ministers in
the Upper Provinces. Both spoke with
brevity, simplicity, and dignity coneern-
ing the condition of their own Syned,
its atfitude on the Union Question, and
their own experiences aml their feelings
on coming for the first time to the Synod
of their native Province. Mr. Ross told
us that he was minister of a congrega-
tion of Ilighlanders, and that, though
some years ago the alienation too well-
known among ourselves, existed between
them and neighbouring Free Church
people, he believed there was now ab-
solute unanimity and harmony of senti-
ment, and that not one voice would be
-aised againstare-union. @ Like pricst,
like people,” may we notsay ?

The Moderator then declared that the
first business was_the Report on the
Union Question. For five minutes there
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was absolute silence in the Court. Some
heads were bowed, evidently in prayer.
Some looked enquiringly round to see
who would vise. The neeks of the
people who sat behind members were
crancd eagerly forward to hear the first
word. Only when the Moderator asked,
if he was to pass on to the next business
on the docket, did Mr. Grant of Ilalifax
rise, and after o few preliminary words,
move the following resolution :—

“That the Synod having heard the
Report of the TTnion Committee, and hav-
ing had before it the Minutes of the meet-
ings of the joint Committee during the
past year, and the basis of Union and ae-
companying Resolutions, records its appro-
bation of the action of the Committee, and
its satisfaction with the results of the lahors
of the joint Committee, while it expresses
its thankfulness to the Great Head of the
Church for the unanimity of sentiment
manifested by the ncgotiating churches.
Having accepted the principle of Union
when tie negotiations were entered on by
the Syned atits mecting in 1869-70, and
having adopted the basis in 1870-71, and
having expressed its anabated desire for
Union in 1871~72, the Synod docs now
cordially accept the basis and accompany-
ing Resolutions as finally agreed upon by
the joint Commmittee, and transmits them to
Presbyteries that they may ascertain the
mind of the congregations within their
bounds, in the conrse of the current syno-
dical year, so that at next meeting the
Synod may be in a position to take final
action on the subject, it being understood
that all Presbyteries and congregatiuns not
reporting befure the meeting in June, 1874,
shall be comsidered as consenting 1o the
well-understood mind of the Synod on the
subject.  The Synod would also record its
extreme gratitieation that the basis of Union
is in accordance with the ancient standards
of the Church of Scotland ; and that at the
meeting of the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland last month, the basis
and the proposed action of the churches in
the Dominion were explained by Principal
Snodgrass, and cordially approved by that
venerable Court of our mother Church;
and that at the meeting this monuh of the
Synod of old Canada in connectior with
‘the Church of Scotland, the basis and
Resolutions were unanimously adopted and
sent down to Presbyteries and Congrega-
tions. Further, the Committee on Union
having satisfactorily completed its work, is
thauked by the Synod, and discharged.”

The read.ng of this resolution was
followed up by a specch anhour and a
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quavter long. The elder from St. Peter’s
Road, P. B. I, seconded it; and then
followed in rapid succession brief and
admirable speeches trom ministers and
elders vepresenting every section of the
church. The minister of MeLennan's
Mountain stated, that though personally
he was and always had been in favour
of Union, his congregation was not.
The minister of Roger’s Hill, ina manly
and vigorous speech, repmliated the
habit of calling the opposition in Picton
County by the name of  prejudices.”
It was based on loyalty to the chureh,
and on such like worthy sentiments
The minister of St. Andrew’s, Ilalifax,
warmly echoed this; and the minister of
Saltsprings declaved that there woull
be no difticulty with the people had
they only been present to hear the
speeches at the Synod. Earnest words
in favour of Union were spoken by the
elders trom Halitax, Traro, St. John,
P. . I, the North Shore of New Bruns-
wick, Barney’s River, Albion Minesand
Westville, Gairloch, Pictou, New Glas-
gow, and by nearly as many ministers.
No voice against the Resolution having
been raised, the Moderator closed the
discussion in a compact and well-pointed
specch, and then asked those in favour
tostand up. As one man the whole
Synod rose, for, though it was now nearly
midnight, not one of the members had
gone away. That there might be no
mistake, he then asked if any one was
opposed to the Resvlution to stand up;
and there being no one, he dedared it
carried unanimously, and ecalled vn the
minister of Belfast, P. E. 1., to give
thanks unto God for His wonderful
goodness.

The two Synods meet next year in
Halifax, and the two Courts in the Up-
per Provinces meet a little earlier in
Ottawa. Then a day shall be fixed for
formally consummaring the re-anion,and
for forming on the ancient Standards of
the Church of Scotland, one great
Church extending from ocean to ocean.

POl

It is proposed, iu the Church of
Scotland, to endow one hundred addi-
tional churches; and among the sub-
seribers to the same is the name of Hpr
Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria.
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Qreshptery PWinutes.

Abstract of Minutes of Pictou
Presbytery.

The Pictou Presbytery met, by per-
mission of Synod, in St. Andrew’s
Chureh, Pictou, on the 27th June, 1873,
and was constituted with prayer by the
Moderator, the Rev. J. W. Fraser, with
whom were present, Revs, W. Stewart,
J. MeColl, Chas. Dunn, and Wm. Mec-
Millan ; and Messrs. Heetor MeKenzie,
John Fraser, II. Munro, A Campbell,
Alex. Ross, and A. MeGregor, elders,

On application, it was agrecd to srant
Barney’s River Communion Service on
Sabbath the 271h July.

Agreed to certify the Rev. James
Anderson to the Treasurer of the Lay
Assceiation, for semi-annual supplement
due Angust 1st, 1873.

Agreed 10 appoint Messrs, Fraser and
MeMillan to administer the Sacrament
of the Lovd’s Supper at River Inhabi-
tants, on Sabbath 3rd Aug.; and Mr.
Fraser to preach at Loch Lomond, on
Sabbath 10th August.

Adjourned tv meet again on the 28th

S1. Axprew’s Cu., PicTou,

instant.
28(h June, 1873. }

Which time and place the Presbytery
resutied as per adjournment.  Sederunt
as above, with the addition of Messrs.
Herdman and N. Brodie.

With reference to Broad Cove, it was
agreed that the consideration of the
Broad Cove communion be deferred, as
no application came from the congrega-
tion, and their having communicated to
the Home Mission Board the fact that
they had services in the meantime.

The Clerk having stated that the H.
M. Board placed the services of the
Rev. J. M. Sutherland, Missionary, at
the disposal of this Presbytery, for three
months from Sabbath 27th July, the
following appointments for him were
agreed to:—Barney’s River, 27th July;
Barney’s River 17th August; Roger’s
Hill, 3rq August 5 Pugiwash, 24th Aug. ;
Wallace, 31st Aug, °

Agreed to authorize the Clerk to call
a pro rerala meceting, should any change
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oceur in the meantime to necessitate a
re-arrangement.

The Rev. Mr. Brodie applied for his
expenses to Cape Breton in Mareh and
April last, on acconnt of the time spent
on the journey returning. Agreed to
rvefer the matter back to the congrega-
tions in Cape Breton, who veceived his
services. W. MeMinLaN, Clerk,

Presbytery of P. 3. Island.

At Belfast, June 19th, 1873, the Pres-
bytery of P. E. lsland met, and was
constituted with prayer.  Sederunt—
Rev. A. McLean, Moderator; Rev. J.
Mofiat, Rev. P. Melville, and M. Alex,
Dixon and Mr. Jolmeon Aitken, Elders,

Minutes of last mccting were read
and sustained, and the Session Books of
St. Johns Church and St. Davids
Church were produced, and were found
to be duly kept.

A letter being read from the Clerk of
Synodl anent the Bursury Fund, the
Presbytery, while not prepared fo guar-
antee any fixed sum for that fund, re-
svlved that all diligence shall be used in
aid of that important schieme.

The Moderator then brought forward
the subject of the Widows and Orphans’
Fund: and it was found that all the
congregations had ifound it necessary
to delay this matter, owing fo the very
unusual financial depression of business
in the Island.

The Presbytery having heard of the
greatly improved health of Rev. G. W,
Stewart, expressed theiv thankfulness
that the services of the commitice ap-
pointed. to assist him in his illness are no
longer required. ‘The Presbytery then
adjourned to meet at St. James’ Church,
Charlottetown, on the last Thureday of
July, proximo, and was closed with the
Benediction.

P. MeLviLLg, B. D., (lerk.

The Presbytery of Halifax

Met in Halifax on June 11th. By request
of Mr. Grant, the visitation of St. Matthew’s
congregation  was  deferred.  Mr. John
Campbell apologised for not having pre-
pured a minuto with refercnce to the Jate
Mr. McCurdy, and promised to do so for
next meeting ; the commniitiee was according-
ly re-appointed.  The Clerk and Moderator
reported the fulfilment of the appointments
made for them at last meeting, und fully
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explained the condition and prospects of the
Mission Station at Folly Mountain and
Acadin Mines,

The Moderator veported the election and
ordination of Messrs. John Hosterman and
Jdames Potter as Elders in Richmond, N.
W. Arm and Goodwood.

Au appeal case from St. Matthew’s Ses-
sion was raken up snel entered into, at this
and adjouwrned meetings—on 13th, 16th,
and 18th instants,

Sessious Records were examined and col-
Iections reported,

A brief consultation on the state of reli-
gion within the bounds of the Presbytery
was then held.

The Moderator reported, on behalf of the
Commireee, that the prevalence of Sabbath
breaking on the Ruilway lines having been
brought hefore the notive of the House of
Commons, awda promise having been given
by the Government that no unneeessary
work on Sakbath would be allowed in
future, 1the Committee thought it needless
to communieate with the Railway officials
on the matier.  The Report was approved.

The Moderator was appointed to prepare
and publish the Presbytery Home Mission
Report for this year.

'f‘hc Prestiytery adjourned to meet in the
Grove Church, Richinci.*, on the following
evening,

At which time and place the Presbytery
egain met.  Mr. John Hosterman present-
ed his comumission from Richmond, N. W,
Arm, &, to act as Representative Elder.

The roll of Preshyrery was then made up.

The Preshytery. as constituted, then met
with the congrecation in the body of the
church for public worship, and the Rev.
John MeMillan preached from 2 Chron.
25: 9.

Thereafter the members of the court took
their seats, and Rev. John Campbell, as
appointed, put the printed questions to the
Trustees, Elders and Mmister. The an-
swers given elicited much valuahle informa-
tion, and showed the different sections of the
conpregation to be in a healthy and very
Liopeful comdition.

There are three churches. (1.) The
Grove Chureh, Richmond, seated for 250,
and built of wood in 1872; (2.) The North
West Arm Preshyierian Church, seated for
150, and built of wood in 1868 ; (3.) Good-
wood Chureh, seated for 75, and built of
wood in 1842 As yet these Churches are
rot deeded 10 the Church of Scotland.
There are 7 Trustees fur Richmond, elected
annually ; and they are incorporated. T'here
are 3 lrustees for N. W. Arm, and 3 for
Goodwood, clected annually, but they ave
not incorporated. There is a debt ot about
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$186 on the Richmond Church* and of
about 8350 on the N. W. Arm Church;
and as yot there is neither Manse nov Glebe,
‘The yearly stipend is $300, inclading sup.
plement of 3300 from P, IL M. I'unid, and
$100 from St. Matthew’s Sabbath Srhool.
With the exception of $18 due hy the Good-
woorl section, there are no arrears. The
stipend is raised by subscripnon. ‘The
whole amount annually vaised by the Tras.
tees for congregational purposes is 3593 viz,,
2320 by Richmond {exclusive of amount
raised for church building), S180 by N. W,
Arin, and 893 by Goodwood.  ‘I'he congre-
cation at Richmond is increasing, but in
N. W. Arm and Gondwootl it remains sta-
tionary, owing to the fact that the neigh.
hourhouds are not inereasing in population.
The Elders are two in number, but steps
are heing taken to make an increase  As
they have heen appointed bue lately, no
particular visiting districts have heen assign-
ed to them, and for the same reason it can-
not be said yet, that as Elders they visic the
sick and poor. They have, however, a
poor’s Fund at their disposal, and last vear
the sum of about $20 was distributed. They
assisted at and held Prayer sleerings and
Bible Classes before clected to the oftice of
the Iildership, and they continue to do so—
one of them holding regular services n N,
W. Arm Church every Sabbath morning,
which are well attended.

There ave 3 Sabbath Schools in connee
tion with the cungregation—the Richmond
one attended by 136 scholars, and couduct-
ed hy 15 teachers; the N W. Arm one at-
tended by 36 scholars, and condnrted hy 5
teachers 3 and the Goedwood one aitended
bv 12 gcholars, and conducted by 3 teachers.
The snm of $52.47 was raised last year in
Richmond,and expended tor Sahtmth School
purposes.  ‘The sum of S13.67 was raised
during past 20 months in N. W. Arm, and
given to the Foreign Meossion of the Charch.

All these Sunday Schoo's will be under

the general oversight of the I2:ders.  Col-
leetions were made for all the Synodieal
Schemes; amounting to $48,and expended
as follows :
Young Men’s Bursary Fund.............810
Forergzn Mission ...ovveiiieinienenenan 20
Synold Home Mission. . veens 10
Synod Fund..oooviiiiiiiiiiis ciienie

There is also a Preshytery Home Mission
ovani-ation, by which last ve r the sum of
$62.75 was raised. About £16.00 have

* Regarding this, as it was stated some tine
ago that only a few dollars of debt remained,
it should be explained that the present Trus-
tees were not at that time aware that the sum
now mentioned remained unpaid on the con-
tract for the outside of the church.
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been, raised for other objects. Nineteen
copics of the ** Record” ave tuken.

There are theee churches. The minis-
ter’s ordir.ns Sunday work is preaching
twice and visirne 1 Sabbath School, or
preachine thioe rimes.  Ile visits all the
families of the congrepation cvery yewr,
almost all twice, the average more. Oue
hundred and ntieen families belong to the
congregation. "nere ave three Bible Ciasses
and Prayer Mectnes combined, per wiek,
in the duffors nr sections of the congresanon.
Average attendance about 65, There nve
101 cotunsuni  uts on the roll, of wham 86
were add d duryge the Tast three years, 81
during the pust rwenty months. During
the past vear there have been seven bap-
tistns, one bewg of an adult.

Difterent members of Preshytery then ad-
dressed the congregation present, expressing
their gveat pranfieation that the work of the
Lord is prospering among them as shown
by the rephies, and their earnest hope and
prayer that the blessing of Almighty God
may rest upon and abide with them forever,

After meenne, as before stated, on the
13th, 16th, and 18th instants, the Presbytery
adjourned to mceet at the call of the Mode-
rator, during Synod.  Closed with prayer.

y )
v & 2 ’

Gommittee Finutes,

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of
the Bome Mission Bcard.

St. ANprew’s Cuurcn, Picrovu,
June 24th, 1873.

At which time and place the Hume
Mission Board met, and was duly con-
stituted, in- obedience to a request by
the Convener.  Present—Rev. G. M.
Grant, Convener; Messrs J. Campbell,
Wilson, Marray, McRae, Cameron and
Dunn.  Mr. McRae was asked to act as
Secretary.

The nunutes of last meeting, held at
Halifan, 1wth Dee., 1872, were read
and sustained.

The Convener then read correspond-
ence held by him with the Colonial
Committee, with reference to the ap-
pointment of Mr. Sutherland on his ar-
rival, and the general business of the
Board; also, a letter from Rev. Mr.
Wilson, of Chatham, anent Black River
and Red Bank, and Tabusintac ; also,
correspondence from Pugwash, request-
ing the services of Mr. Sutherland ;
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also, correspondence from Broad Cove,
Cape Breton, anent Mr. Sutherland’s
appointment by Colon:al Committee to
labour in that ficll; also, letter from
Clerk of Presbyt-ry, Pictou, requesting
the services of Me. Satherlend at Pug-
wash.

With regard to Broad Cove, it was
determined that, for reasons assigned in
the Convener's veport, it would be inad-
visable for the Bowd to send My
Sutherland thither at present.

The Board further approve of the
Convener’s couduct in sending M.
Sutherland to Puxwash and Bathurst,
duorving the seven weehs intervening be-
tween the close of his appuinuments in
Halifax Presbytery and the annual
meeting.

SUPPLEMENTS FOR THE CURRENT
HALF-YEAR.

1. Restigouche.—It wus agre~d that a
supplement should be granted to Dal-
huusie of $120, the congrvzation having
rased $94 for Presby tery foine Misston.

2. St John Presbytery.—Mr. Camer-
on, as Presbytery Clerk tor St. John,
applied for £25 stg. for Woodstock, and
$80 cach for Nashwaak and St. Andrew's,
which applications were agreed to.

8. Miramichi Presbhytery—Mr. Wil-
son applied, as Clerk, on brhualfof Black
River and Red Bank, fur 2100, and on
behalf of Tabusintac for $80.  Agreed
to.

4. Pictou—S860 wese placed to the
credit of Pictou Preshytery for the cur-
rent halfryear. Application having been
made from Westville for the grant of
£50 stg. referred to at the previous
meeting of the Board, to clear off the
debt remaining on their buillding, it was
agreed that that amount be allowed.

Appointments io Mr. Sutherland.—Tis
services were left at the disposal of the
Pictou Presbstery fur thiee wmoaths,
from July 2Ist.  Adjowrned to meet
next morning at 9.3V a. .

D. McRaw, Clerk pro tem.

St. Axprew’s Cuvren, Picrou,)

June 25th, 1873. §
At which time arnd place the IHome
Mission Board met, and was duly con-
stituted. The first business taken up
was based upon a letter from Allan Me-
Quarrie, ot Broad Cove, C. B., express-
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ing the desire of that people to obtain
the services of M. Sutherland,  As Mr.
Sutherland’s Jabours are placed at the
digposal of Pictou Presbytery for three
months, the matter was referred to that
Court.

At ten o'clock, this day, the foregoing
minutes were read and adopted by the
Board.

The Convener then read the proposed
Annual Report, which, after receiving
consideration, and a few alterations,
was adopted.

D. McRae, Clerk pro tem.

Hretos of the Chueeh,

Widows and Orphans’ Fund.

From the reports made to the Synod,
it is pretty evident that the $8000 re-
quired fur a nucleus of this Fund will be
subseribed and paid within a twelve-
month or so from this time. All the
Preshy teries ave moved in the matter
except Prince Edward Island, from
which §750 were expected, and Mirami-
chi, that was set down for $500. These
will surely be up and doing at once.
Let the matter be set agoing, one in-
stalment to be paid down at once, and
the other next July or August, and the
sums allotted to them can be raised with-
out trouble.

We publish this month the list from
Pictou town, and will publish lists from
other congregations as they are sent in
to us.

Amount already acknowledged..... $1712.33

Amounts subscribed at Lictou:

John Crerar ............ ... 580.00

James Primrose........ ... . 80.00
William Gordon............ 80.00
David Crerar.....o.0vv ... 40.00
W.G. Crerar, ooiuieenn.. . 40.00
J.A.Gordon o..oiiiien.... 20.00
Donald Fraser............ . 20.00
Jas. Hislop..........0. ..o 20.00
Roderick McKenzie 20.00
Robert Doull ... ... . 20.00
Daniel McDonald, bs........ 10.00
R. A. McKimn....... e v oo 500
William Jackeeoe.ovneon.n, 5.00
Malcoim Campbell. ........ 3.00
Donald Munro, Cariboo..... . 200
2445.00

Received on account of same from W.

Gordon, Esqeivvverieisns sroeees 410.00
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Received from Mr. J Graham, West

River. per Rev. W. McMillan..... 16.09
Rev. W. McMillan, to make up tonew
currency 364 old currency previous-
ly paid to W. Gordon, Esg........ 171
214004

W. C. Mexzies, Treasurer,
IHalifaz, 2nd July, 1873,

et e S e
Indelligence.

Tre Synod of the Churth of Scot-
land in England met in the Caledonian
Church, lolloway, on the 6th May.
Rev. A. Forbes, of Berwick, retiving
Moderator, preached a sermon from
Gen. iv.: 8, 4, 5. The attendance was
more numerous than for many previous
years. Rev. Me. Watt, of Newecastle,
was chosen Moderator; and, in his
opening address, spoke of the procper-
ous condition and missionary extension
of the Parish Church, and of the foster-
inxy care of the General Assembly shown
to the church in England.  Reports
from the different Preshyteries were
given in, showing a favorable condition
of things. In Liverpool, one gent' 2man
had given £600 1o repair Oklham street
Church. The freehold site at Wool-
green was reported to be unburdened,
and ready to be built upon; and that
congregation raised £249 in addition to
the minister’s salary. All the congre-
gations within the bonnds of the Synod
hal contributed to the Pastoral Aid
Fund.  Liverpool, Manchester, Lowick,
Tweedmouth and Woodereen, had col-
lected for the Foreign DT sions of the

church. Tt was stateit that the charches
in the centre of the large towns had

been rather stationary as to numbers,
in consequence of the rapid effluxte
the suburbs. The propriety of organi-
zing asustentation scheme was discussed,
and remitted to Presbyteries.

Drvixe Service is held every Sabbath
in the Vienna Exbhibition Building, by
ministers of the Church of Scotland,
full permission having been granted, by
the British and Austrian authoritics, to
the Continental Chaplaineies Commit-
tee. The following clergymen ofiiciate:

Rev. John Allisun, Newington, Edin-
burgh; Rev. Dr. Gray, Lady Yesters,
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Edinburgh; Rev. E. L. ‘Thompson,
Newton-on-Ayr; Rev. John McMurtrie,
St. Bernard’s, Edinburgh,

Aservice is also held at the same
place in connection with the Trish Pres-
byterian Church—Rev. Dunlop Moore,
Missionary to the Jews, conducting the
worship.

Rev Dr. Cook on the Union Ques-
tion.

At the late meeting of our Synod in
Canada, the discussion of the Union
question was, of course, one of the most
impurtant. that ¢engaged the attention of
the Court. _Among the principal speak-
ers was the Rev. Dr. Cook, who address-
ed the Synod in a very effective man-
ner. A report of his speech is given by
te Montreal Guzette, and is in sub-
stance as follows :

Rev. Dr. Cook said—DMr. Moderator.
In 1844 the duty was laid on me to pre-
sent to this Synod a series of resolutions
carefully prepared and honestly intend-
ed to prevent a division of the church
at that time, and the separation into two
hostile camps of the bretbren who had
been working together and whoregarded
each other with mutunal respect. Those
resolutions failed of their purpose, un-
happily, as we judged them, though now
it may be thought greater good has been
accomplished than would have followed
their adoption And now, after the
lapse of the long period of 29 years,
when most of those on either side who
took part in the ecclesiastical strife of
that period have passed away, as I trust
into the Master’s presence, to see light
in His light—the duty is laid on me to
propose a deliverance to this Synod
which, if accepted, will have a part, a
most important part, in not enly restor-
ing that union, which was thus inter~
rupted, but in affecting a vast and more
extensive union of Churches in this Do-
minion, holding the same views of scrip-
tural doctrine and ecclesiastical order
with ourselves, and rendering homage
to the same common King and Lord.
It was with doubts and distrust that the
resolution was put to the Synod in 1844,
but now it is in the light of a hope which
searcely a passing cloud darkens, that I
present this resolution pledging the
Synod to the conditions of union, and in
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the confident expectation that similar
resolutions will be passed elsewhere and
received with e.ual cordiality. (Aps
plause). The negotiations for union
have, from the very first, been conducted
in a kindly, courteous and Christian
spirit.  The conclusions arrived at will,
I anprehend, appear to all reasonable
men as fair to all parties. In asking
the consent of the Synod to this resolu-
tion, T am well aware that sacrifices
have to be made. 1 feel that myself,
and shall not be surprised that others
feel even more deeply. We have to
part with our organization, the special
organization over which we have watch-
ed so long, and with the working of every
part of which we are familiar. ~We have
to part with our old historic name, con-~
necting us, even in this distant land, with
the heroes and samnts, the doings and
darings and sufferings of three centuries
of Scottish churchmen. And we have
to part not only with all our connections,
but with that close connection with the
parent church which we have hitherto
maintained. This we recognize as partly
a work of neccessity and partly of duty.
Time rolls on in its endless course, and
brings with 1t innumerable changes.
The infant hangs to its mother’s bosom,
the child runson its course to youth;
from thence to manhood, and man as-
sumes an independent position, and
prepares to do the world's work. And
as it is with individuals, so it is with
Communities and Churches. As we, a
family of Provinces in this Canada of
ours which so long hung on the apron
string of the Mother Country, recently
sprang into a Dominion, having natural
duties’ and national sympathies, so it is
with the various Churches. Union gives
them strength and a feeling of self-de-
pendence, and fits them for separate
mdependent exertion. In yielding, as
of course we must do, to this natural
and necessary change, assuredly there is
no reason why there should be any
diminution of respect towards the Church
of Scotland or want of gratitude to her.
The man who feels with advancing age
that the old ties of family connection
are loosened, and who is beginning to
form other connections and other ties,
does not, in retiring from his parents’
home, lose any of his love for them.
And we in the new connection in which
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_Of course it is natural
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ut:we=arc:also” discharging a-
we owe 10 the Great Master
‘bear; whom we 'all pro-

"Lt there be no_fear on
_the part of any that the contentions of
__the past will continue after incorporation
takes place. I have no_ fear of any
of _the_kind. z't‘is not often o;n
r days that the parabolic mode
of hing has been adopted by the
- ministers of: the Church, but:I remember
-at-a meeting of the Evangelical Alliance
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to be brothers, and 1 dout not we will
be able to_ work harmou..a:iy together,
and _to_manifest_all ti.t_cordiality of
feeling_ which is necessivy_ fur the right
working of an ecclesiusi.cal hody. . May
Ganl grant it may so pave. | begtw
move, seconded by Mr. J sa Morris,—,
That we receive. and .« tup. the.report,
of this Committee on Univ: and accom-,
panying resolutions; ajijnute the dasis.
laid down_by the Joint Comimittee and
its_rusolutions relative tu the proposed
union; agree to send down said basis
and _resolutions .to_Presb; teries,  Kirk
Sessions and congregations, with instrue-
tions to Kirk Sessions and c..nzregations
to report to_Presbyterics, and _Presby.
teries to report . to noxt meeting of
Synod in reference theru:ty ; and heartily

rejoice that the prospects of. a large and
harmonious _union__are s, favourable.

,Dr-i,Cook ,r&uined his_scae_ amid loud
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Jesus-left-Judea and came to -Galilee.
He removed from Nazareth, where so many
years of his earthly lifc. L.l tecn_speat,
and dwelt in m, n;un the border
of the Sea of Galilee. Hen.c Caperagum
was called * His own ¢ity.”

. V.17.—With his removal 10 Capernaum,
& new period commenced in the ministry of
Jesus. . He took up the text of Julin, who
was now_a prisoner. -He culicd to-repent-
ance, - and announced the Kingdom  of
Heaven. _He had _renon:uccd the world,
and now he commenced tac gyand _euter-
prise,of conquering, the wousd 1o Himself.
V. 18.—8ea of Galilre, 1}50 called Seaof
Tibering, Lake of, Genuesurct. The lake
is formued, by the river, Jordan,, and is from
12 to 14 miles long by 6 or 7 wmilcs broad,
aud ahout 165 _feet deep. The water is
pure and good (s contrast to the Dexd Ses,
which also is formed by the Jordan). On
the west side of this ** Sea,” were & num-
ber of towns, at this time ricii and populoss.
_The cast side was tesert. It
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was the scene of some of Christ’s most
potahle miracles.  Galilee is now very
thinly peopled, and the lake, though be:u-
tiful, is desolate

Simon was called Peter, or Cephus—a
stone—uce John 1: 42, Simon, same as
Simeon.  Aundrew was one of the carniest
disciples. He and John, following the
direction given by John the Baptist, ful-
lowed Jesus.  Andrew led Peter to Christ.
The brothers were just beginning their
day’s work as fishermen,—¢ casting their
net into the sea.”

Vv. 19-22 —“ Follow me;” compare
Jom 1: 35; Lnke 5: 4. In John we
have the account of the first call of the
disciples ; in our lesson, the second call
(more minutely given by Luke); in Matt.
10, we have their call to be apostles. Note
the three stages,—first, followers ; second,
evangelists 5 third, apostles,

Fishers of men : the world isa *“sea;”
ministers, Sabhath school teachers, and all
labourers for Christ, are “fishers of men,”
pradently, diligently gathering souls into
the Gospel nei. James and Johu (the
Evangelist) were also called by the shore
of the luke. ‘T'hic four instantly obeyed the
call, leaving all their worldly wealth.

V. 23.—Galilee, the northern section of
Palestine, fertile, well-peopled.  Syna-
gogues, huuses of local worship,  “ It can-
not be proved that they existed before the
Babylonish caprivity.” In our Lord’s
tine, the rule was to have asynagoxuc
wherever ten fearned men or students of
the faw resided. The Jews built these
places of worship wherever they resided.
Inthe larger towns, there were <everal, and
inderusalem the vwumber i3 said to have
reached 500.  Christian congregations were
modetled on the synagogue. Je:us and
bis disciples made use of the synagogucs
whenever opportunity  offered.  Gospel :
good news. "L'his gospel was that the King-
dom of the Messiah was athand,  In order
t confirm the good news, Jesus performed
miracles of healing, so many and so won-
derful that his fame spread throughout all
the Jand.

V. 24— Torments—acute disease. Pos-
sessed with  devils, demoniacs.  Lunatic,
“muon-struck "—affected by changes of the
moont.  Palsy—Paralysis.

V. 25.—The Decapolis—* Ten Cities”
on the cast side of Jordan, inhabited by
Greeks.

DocTRINES.

1. Repentance is the gate of Heaven.
The call is to us—to all.

2. Christ’s Kingdom i3 sct up among
us; let us take heed that He reign in our
bearts.
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3. The Gospel is “wlad news;” let us
do what we can to spread the news,

4. Sce how promptly the four answerec
the call of Jesus !

5. Miracles ave a sign of Christ’s power;
healing and help, merey and love charac-
terized all lus duings.  All His nuracies are
blessings.

6. He who can cure diseases, can heal
our souls.

SECOND SABBATIL

Scoyect :—The  DBeatitudes—Matt. 5:
1-12.

Multitudes followed Jesus, drawn by His
preaching and His muracles.  Ile addresses
to them the sermoa of which we have here
the heginniug.

The Beatitndes (blessings) are eiyht in
number. There are seven distinet features
of character, on which the blessing comes.
The eighth is an added blessing, o follow
the persecution to which the goud are to
be subject.  Seven is the number to pesfee-
tion, completeness; and our Lord here
draws a complete, a perfect character,

V. 8.—Pour in spirit—God’s people arc
very often, in the Old Testamenr, styled
the “ puor—the oppressed, the afificted, the
needy.” The reference is not to vutward
circumstances, but to the frame of unud.
To be “poor,” in this scuse, is to be
humble, to feel our littleness in God’s pre-
sence.  They already have the Kingdom,
and are rich beyond measure.

V. 4.—Mourn—the distress felt on ac-
count of distance from Gud. God comfurts
those that long for Him by coming into
their hearts hy IHis Spirit.

V. 5.—See Ps. 35. 11. Meck, zentle
and lowly. ‘Che earth—the land. Sce 1
Cor. 3: 21, 22,

V. 6.—Llunyer and thirst—to long for
ardently. Ilighteousncss—rightness in our-
selves, and the justufying righteousness of
Christ.

V. 7.—Merciful; compare Ps. 18:
The mecek bear the ills of life; the mereiful
bravely try to relieve the misery around
them.

V. 8.—~The purein heart—those who are
right, sanctified, pure in their immose
thoughts and purposes. See God; cun-
pare 1 Cor. 13: 12, and 1 John 3 : 2.

V. 9.—Peace-miakers—those who carry
the pzlad news of peace, and exert them-
selves in extending the Kingdom of Heaven.
“ They enjoy the exalted rank of full-grown
sons of God.”

V. 10-12.--The rightcous cannot escape
persccution | but, in the midstof its flames,
¢ theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.” He
shows them that the old struggle between

a5
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Docrrives,

-See.the.importance of humility, meek-
-ness, and.all the Chrisylike virtues.

Mhe:truest. riches.is 10 belong to the
odia - - Tea e - g i
curion here will only confirin our
dom,

itching-to- pray=Matt. 6 :

points to three ways of manifest-
“ rightcuusness”’—hy alins, prayer and

_. V. 5.—S8tanding ; the Jews and  early
_ Christians geunerally prayed standing.” The
Phatisees preterred this posture for the
sake of show. They cven deliberately pre-
ferred the most puilic places. Prayer is
e: Oll!'i'atl(liGde: -Ot
tHorhid=public_prayer.

;Lr;cl,»‘gg!!iear—‘:ﬁl’;i
ar_us for our much speaking,
for our garrulity. -

_ Then wé have the model prayer, v. 9-13,
‘It comsists of the Prefuce, the Six Petitions,
-and-- the. conclusivn.  OQur  Father—this
brings God nigh 10 us in Jesus, as our

—ZFathei. (Sée it expizined in Shorter Cate-

~chism.)- . Heaven; Greek, tn the Heavens.

TG T this . spoken of to elevate our
-thoughts of [lim. Hullowed, be hal in
reverence.  {We can give no comment or
explanation of these verses equal to the
iclosing questions of the Shorter Catechis!

sfer-teache:

-course,

m,

d_prev withont ceasing, in
890 publie, -— - -

pproa-n God as

ildren

= 3:-Wemust rot he seliish in our pravers.
4 Wemust jorzive others if we hope
“Godiwill forgive us. -
_.=8: ‘The pruyers of the righteons availeth
TmachFEwEE. -~ Tre s oo
~:6:-Prayer requircs heart rather than
.tongue, sighing rather than words; faith
~—rather-than réason. .
Sabbati: schonl should be a school

URTH SABBATH.
Te two foundations—Matt.

- 21529 :
_Here we have the conclusion of the great-
estsermon. ever delivered in the language

- Mecre profélion of Aaith in
2:Christzisznot~ enongh: - - Lord ?

o s AL S

= toithe:fourdation'!

ns acknowledging' the authority of
Christ—professing . outwardly that He is
our Master. ~ The test is doing, ‘not saying.’
V. 22=In that day—the day of judge.
meut. This verse shows that its not
cnough even to teach, nreach and do
miracles in the name ot Chriss, if ‘we are
without His. Spirit.- - Christinn love “mast
be at the_ foundation of all o '
V. 23.—Profess—explain, or state. 1~
never kiew-you:as:my:people. ° 7"

profession, pr
the'gaze: ~ - Egpse LE
The Ruck—Christ (as many explain);or, -
as Brown says, “the cock ot true disciple-
ship, or geauine-sahjection ta Christ.” __
L'he Sund—all that is transitory, change:
able, false—the teachiogs and works of man, -
The Winds—trials of all kinds; Rain—
floods—storms of persecution and trouble.
Storms are sudden and violent in the
are often swept

east, and fiail buildings
away by the

0 .
1. Christ the true foundation—the Rock.
The true Christian builds his hope on Him,
aud is not put to shame. Sece the contrast
becween -true faith aud mere profession.

2. Show the diference between the troe
Church, built on Christ, by Christ, and
the church-of Anti-christ. - --

3. The test-of true discipleship is to
hear and do the sayings-of Clrist.

4. We are -“building -for _eternity"—s
house that will stand the coming storm, or
one that the storm will sweep away.

_ Sl —Power to forgive sins—Matt.
93 B
This miracle is also_related in Mark-2:
1-12, and Luke 3: 17-26. It is a-trans
action full of meaning. Ship=—a hoat: His
own -city, Capeinaum. A -great crowd
gathered round the bouse, lisiening to the
veaciing of Jesus. Palsy; Paralysis.
ﬁ’he hons% wheta,l these dningsh‘lﬁppud
is sap , with e rohability, w
h:ve,,m.,,Siipbi\ lz:‘evx"sp - Hence-the_
minute touches given by Mark.) Take teld™
us that'the. - andierice_contained a crowd ¢f-
Pharisees and doctors of the law. Many:
miracles were performed, for *“ the power
of the Lord was preseit to heal ;" “hat ths”
was the most“notable miracle. The._ sick
man was carcied on his bed by four. Whet
they could not bring him into the presest

. of Jesus by. the door;.they-went ,up..on tie

flat.roof, and let bim. down_ befure Jess
ir fai ied and proved.
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V. 2.—Jesus saw {their faith; the sick
man and his four friends all had strong
faith.  Jesus enconrages the man, and an-
nounces the forgiveness of his sins, No
doubt his illness arose trom his sins.

V.3.—Blasphemeth—speaks evil against
God, Sce Mark. The Jews were watch-
ful egainst what they deemed blasphiemy ;
they would be right in this case, it Christ
were 2 mere man,  Jesns was able to for-
give sins only because He was the Son of
God.

V. 5.— Which is eusier. ‘The Lord shows
and proves that lle can forgive sins by
fealing the sick man.  The inward healing
is followed by the outward, as the substance
by its shadow.

V. 8.—*“Such power to men.” The
sick man had come borne on abed; he
now goes away carrying his bed.  Thus,
Christ’s power to forgive sins wus proved.
Their wonder was that one who appeared
as a man should possess this power.

DocTrINES.

1. The power to forgive sins is Divine.
Cluist could forgive sius because e was
God. .

2. We should not e prevented by any
difficultics from going into Christ’s presence,
and telling Him of our diseases and sins.

3. Suftering follows sin.  Sickness often
Ieads to Christ, and is then a great blessing.

-—

PWascellmreons,

Laymen in the Prayer Meeting.

There showtd be nane who * make”
prayers in @ prayer meeting. It is often
painfully evident that there is a great
difference between praying and making
prayers, and our meetings are the arena
on which those display themselves who
pray by rule, or, whatis about the same,
by habit,  They have a certain round
of subjects, a certain series of express-
ions, and when these are completed they
have made their prayer. Two evils re-
sult from this. Those who pray thus

are almost sure to lose the spirit of pray-

er, and others who feel thas they cannot
go through such a succession of sen-
tences, ory as they express ity cannot pray
to the edification of others, are unwilling
topray at all in public. Now, instead
of four or five made prayers in a meet-
ing, there may be ten or fifteen, some of
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them containing no more ihan one pe-
tition, but expressing the burden of a
heart at the time; some of them almost
cjaculatory, yet inspiring and earnest;
and all of them making requests known
unto God that are real and urgent. This
will be the natural variety of address
when the tamily come together around
their father, all interested in each other,
and all loving their head. When our
children gather in our homes, we do not
call on a tew of the oldest to make ad-
dresses and prayers on behalf of the rest,
but we all talk and ask, and tell each
other of our trials and joys aud love,
and the smallest has as sweet and profit-
able words as any in the circle. When
God’s household are so assembled, there
should be the same freedom and enjoy-
ment and gain in communion.

Laymen  should incile others to the
prayer meeting. Having taken pains to
make it pleasant and profitabie, they
should make it a direct means of grace
to those who will be likely 1o neglect it,
unless they are personally imvited.
Some of these are members of the Church
who do not feel any obligation to con-
tribute to the interest of the prayer
meeting, even by their presence, but who
will otten avtend if they are urged to do
so by their brethren.  Others arve per-
sons in the congregation who think that
this meeting is only for the Chureh, yet
may be greatly blessed by attending one
‘that is conducted with interest.  Others
still give the matter no thought, but
would be affected by personal wttention
that should invite them to be present.
The attendance of these different class-
es will add greatly to the interest, and
those who are not Christians mu.y be led
to Clirist by the prayers of their friends
who have shown such solicitude on their
behalf. Personal invitation would double
the number of those who ordinarily at-
tend our church prayer meetings.

These thoughts are confirmed by a
pastor’s expeiience.  May they be use-
ful to many who may be inquiring how
their meetings may be rendered more
profitabie.

Principal Tulloch on Christian
Ritual.

As to our own worship, let me offer
onc or two remarks. Itshould be always
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intclligent. A ritual that 15 not plain
and (.Ulllpl chensible to all minds, reach-
ing the soul through all its elemen.s of
a@sthetic taste or bcmut), isso far imper-
fect. It is making more of the form
than the substance—of the sign than the
thing signified.  When we see the mode
dxcplaun«r the m:mner, when we sce the
rite \nppl.mtm«r the spirit, there is always
danger, and that of the worst kind—the
dmwu of lapsing from Christianity to a
sort of P‘I'nuusm, and placing an idol in
His roum, who is a Spint, and must be
worshipped in spirit and in truth.  And
while it should be always intelligent and
spu.taal, it should be always seemly and
decorous. Let not any one think that
when he is unmannerly in the house of
God, he is practising evangelical simpli-
city rvather than dﬁobeymg the clear
apuostolic preeept—« Let all things be
done decently.”  And when we “allow
our worship to be unseemly in any res-
pect, our prayers to be informal, con-
fused, and dogmatic; our praise to be a
harsh discordant noise, instead of a grave
sweet tone of melody; our communion
service to be, what it too often is, a series
of preachings rather than a devout con-
templation with solemn thanksgiving and
a loud-voiced amen—Ilet us remember
that the apostle is not for us but against
us.—From Sermon at the rcopumnn- of
St. Giles’, Edinburgh.

ACEKENOWLEDGMENTS.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND,
(,o] ( 1ddmonnl) from Truro........
¢ 8. 8., ot. Paul’s Ch., Truro, for
Dnyyn sz
Black River, N. B., viz.:

$9 00

(,ol by \11<sJ \Icl)onnld ..817 52

C. Edge....... 12 00

s ¢ L. McBeth..... 10 25
39 77

Red Bank, N. B.:
(.ol by Miss R. Mitchell......$6 30
¢ Mary White .. 5 88
Lizzie Park . 180
M. McKendrick. 1 66

- 15 64
Per Rev. P. Melville:

& at
@ [

Gcor;:cw“ n Church......... 89 42

S. School... 12 20

Cardigan Church...... 613

Munt'\g e Bridge .. .. 225

Mrs. Wes away.ooieennnen.. 100
31 00

Col. at St. Andrew’s Ch., St. John's,

Newivundland......... tiessesssss 3200

THE MONTILY RECORD.

Col. at St. James® Ch., Ch'town...... 100 2
St John’s Ch.. Belfast . L6 T
¢ St Audrew’sCh, Chmh»m oo 1550
**  Tabusintac and Burnt Ch

Additional from Belfast, P.E. I .

Cul. St stephen's, N. B
¢ St. Columba Ch, St. Peter's Road,
per Alex. Robertson..ooveee voven. 26 41

$507 13
J. J. BREMNER, T'reas.
Halifux, N. 8., 3rd July, 1873.
SYNUD'S HOME MISSION,

Col. from St. Andrew’s Church, Brockly
Poi..t Road, P. E. I .3
¢ by Misses Cameron & McArthur,
at Port Hastings and River Inhabi-
tants, C. B ..i..iviiiiii.ns 14 95
‘ from [ruro, by Rev Mr. ’\Xc\hll.m 738
¢ from Albien Mines and Westville,
by Rev. 3Mr. Dunn .... . 2000
# from Richmond and N. W. Arm
per Rev. Mr Campbell.. 200
* from St. Stephen's (.,h , St Joh.1,

* from Barney’s River, per Mr An-

gus Campbell ... ... ...,
“ from Gum*ctown, Montague and

Cardigan, P.E. T ............ 133
i fron St. Andrew’s Ch., St John s

F I N . 20 O
“ from St. Matthew’s Ch, Halifax.. 93 00

Geo. P. MircreLL, Treas.
Hudifuz, June, 1873.
RESTIGOUCHE PRESBYTERY JOME MISSION.
Col. in Dalhousie..ccueenennns $75 82
¢ Dandee .. ...l ... 8 34
“ Maple Green..... ceees 954
393 7

YOUNG MEN'S8 BURSARY FUND.
St. Andrew’s, St. John's, New{'dland.812.00

St. Andrew’s, Chatham.............. 13.20
Newecastle, per Rev. Mr. Wilson.....
Belfast, Rev. Mr. McLean......

St. George's, RiversJohn ... .
James Hisior, "Treasurer.
June 30tk, 1873.

PRESBYTERY HOME MISSION,

Stake Road, Mrs. B. Ren, col....... 8564
North Shore, Miss J. A. Mcl\a_y col. 3.3t
Six mile road, Mrs. Ames......... vee 220
$10.871
PAYMENTS FOR **RECORD.”
Mr. Wilson, St. John, N. B., (per Rev.

G.Jd. Caie) iciviiiinine v aean ..820 0
A. McLean, Elder, W. B., Riv. John.. 650
Rev. W Stewart, McLellan's Mount.. 2 50
A, Mc\'auvrhton, Tp. South River.... 300
W. Grant, bpnnﬂ'wllc ............. 200
A. Camphell, French River. .. eev... 250
Rev. Walter Ross, Franktown, Ont... 06
Rev. D. hlci)ou:dd Creemore, Ont .. 060
Rev. R. Laird, l’rmccton P.E.I..... 60

W. G. Pexne R, Sec'y.
Mayflower Office, July 5th, 1873.



