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ThHe WeeK in Parliament.

ARLIAMENT is now in the hurry
mood and everybody is talking about

the day of prorogation. It jis a singular
thing about Parliament hat on the day
it meets the members and employees be-
gin to wonder what time they will get
through and this qnestion recurs almost
day in and day out from the hour that the
speech from the throne is delivered until
the day when the battery on Nepean Point
proclairs the end of the session. This ses-
sion began Jan. 11th, or just a little more
than six months ago. With a short, legis-
lative prograwme, no tariff changes, no
bille bearing on an approaching election
and in short nothing which might be
termed of ;a controvertial character, one
would surmise that three months would
finish the session of 1005. More than
doulle tnat time has elapsed and Parlia-
ment is still in session. For some reason
best known to themselves the members of
the Government have not hurried Parlia-
ment and have (aken things® easy
from the beginning. There has been no
to Intimid the Opposition, no

effort to keep the House sitting all night
or all week, no tomlnq of any debate. On

the contrary every concession has been
made to the wishes of the Opposition end
to them has been given for criticism or de-
bate, every opportunity.

The best Jportion of the week in the
House of Commons has been devoted to
passing the supplementary estimates after
Mr. Foster on behalf of the Opposition
had made the criticism and warned the
Government that the financial expenditure
has grown to be heavy and careful over-
sight was necessary, which is really what
Mr. Fielding, the Fiuance Minister, him-
self staied in his budget.

On the moticn to amend the militia act,
Mr. Fuster drew attention to the dispro-
portion between the cfficers and the staff
and the nomber of men who might be
termed the actual working part of the
force. There has been an increase for
headquarters and district staff pay alone
of nearly $44,000. Alluding to the pro-
posed increase of the militia force to a
drill body of 1,000 mer Mr. Foster took
the position that Canada must not under-
take anything at the present time in the
shape of organizing defensive forces, but
should be coptent with drilling the armed
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men who defend our own sol. He made
the point several times that without great
Runs to protect military manwuvres in the
field the force would be ineffective and
seemed to inclime to the opinion that we
should put our money in  heavy ordnances
rather than in trying to drill one thousand
men in place of forty or fifty thousand.
Mr. Foster's appearance in the field as a
militia epoch was new but he seemed to
have given some attention to the matter
and echoed the popular idea when he de-
clared that we should keep down our per-
manent force and not make any attewpt to
establish a standing army. He properly

pointed out that to keep some thousands
of men in barracks the year sround for the
pleasure of feeding and clothing them
would notibe a wise policy for this coun-
try. At the same time “Jol. Sam Hughes
put i na protest of using the permanent
force as & police force. He would have all
the boys in the country above the age of
12 years tanght to drill.

Sir Frdedrick Borden defended the
change at Esquimalt and Halifax on the
ground that it relieved the British taxpay-
ers of considerable expense and also that it
was the duty of Canada to garrison these
Canadian ports,

M.
Who will represent Russia at_the Washington peage conference
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Oscar II. of Stweden and Noreway

THE King of Sweden bears the reputa-

tion of being one of the best and most
generous monarchs, one of the most ac-
ccomplished savants and gentlemen En-
rope. It is unfortunate for him that he
has had two kingdoms to rale, as a writer
in the Hamburger Nachrichten thinks, his
administration has been divided, even dis-
tracted. ‘When he wasineeded 1n Norway
at any crisis, he was always occupied in
Sweden.”' In the Roman circus the sper-
former who rode two horses und leapt al-
ternately from the saddle of one to that of
another was named desultor; he was a de-
saltory rider. Norwegians accuse Oscarll.
of being a desultory ®ruler, with the im-
plication that he sometimes sat longer in
the one saddle than in <the other. for, as
the above quoted writer remarks, ‘‘He is
himself a Swede."’

Judgiog of the deiseanor of the King of
Sweden, it does not appear that he anti-
cipated the coup d’etat which deposed him
from the throne of Norway. Yet his ut-
terances that are published in the press in-
dicate tuat his character has much in com-
mon with the ideal Scandinavian monarch
of Shakespeare. Oscar II. received what
from a personal standpoint he must have
taken as an affront ‘‘wore in sorrow than
ingan ser." His kingly dignity rod self
restraint are evidenced in a letter which
be recently addressed to the Storthing, or
parliament ¢f Norwiy. The royal commu
vication is published,in the Post och iIn-
rikestidningen, Christianis. In this letter
he says that his oath to the Norwegian
Constitation obliges him to answer the
charge that his vetolof the Nors. egianime
asure for a_separate consular ‘service, "on
May 27, _was unconstitutions

trary to the independence and sovereign®
ity of Norway, and that it was woreover,
null and void, because it lacked the en
dorsement of the Prime Minister King
Oscar puts forth long and exhacstive ar
guments in favor of his] posifion; he
claims absolute right to exercise his judg
ment in acting for the best interests of the
United Kingdom, and says that in making
his decision on the _consulate question he
consulted the interests both of Norway and
the union. He concludes in the following
words:

**The Coustitution I have sworn to re-
spect and the good of the countries 1 gov-
ern made it my absolute duty to take that
decision.] The resignation of the Ministers
placed me in the painful position of heing
false to that duty or ot remaining without
a Cabinet. I had no choice. The Storth-
ing, in accepting the resignation of the
Ministry, have violated the Censtitution,
and by a revolutionary act have deciared
that the King of Norway has ceased to re-
ign and that the union with Sweden is di
ssolvel. It rests with Sweden and wilh
me , as Kiog of the Union, to decide whe-
ther this violation of the compact of anion
must be followed by a legitimate and legal
dissolution of the Union, My contempor-
aries and history must jodge between we
and the Norwegian people.”’S Such aletter
as this, academic, abstract in argument,
is, as the English press is ananimous in
consdering, thrown to the winds amid the
excitement of Jthe revolutionary tew pest,
Revolution aims not at the letter, but at
the spivit of justice. The Saturday Re-
view, in this conneciont, quotes Burke's
“*Yon cannot indict a nation, ' with the
implication that Oscar 11, by attempting
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to do 8o, has proved himself a mere doctri-
naire.”’

Of course the Swedish papers are enthu-
siastic over the King's .message to the
Storthing as shown by the -following ex-
tracts:

*'The lettero of the King is so calm in
language that everyone must admire ir
astonishment the self control which the
writer exhibits. The fact that such a let-
ter has come before the Storthing clearly
shows that a way is open not only for a
persoral union between the two countries,
but alsc for the succession of a young Ber-
naaotte 0 the Swedish throne.’’

"'King Oscar takes a firm stand on the
gronnd of right and trath. ZRevolutions
bave their justification, when a people’s
rights are threatened or denied or when
oppression crushes the subjects of a
throne. Bat a king is never to be deposed
when he is merely maintaining his posi-
tion on the basis of constitutional enact-
ment or tekes a step which he believes to
be his duty to do as a raler.”

'*As regards ourselves and in view of the
final verdict of Europe. the King's sound
and Ingical presentation of the Norwegian
imbroglio, if considered aright, is a state-
ment which deserves jthe most carefal con-
eideration. "’

Of course, the Norweeian press do not
agree with the Swedish view. The Af-
tenpoaten, :Chrimnnll.:int'mltes, in its
criticism of King Oscar's letter, that that
monarch’s conception of the Union and
of his own constitutional right and do-
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ties is unjust ana, as well as yuite irre-
concilable with what constitutes national
independ and prosper -
ity. The King has not uttered a single
word in answer to the Storthing's request
for his couperation in the election of a new
King.

In previcting the ultimate outcome of the
Swedish-Norwegian dispute, the most dif-
ficult part of the problem is to decide on
the future action of the Swedish irrecon-
cilables. According to the Stockholm cor-
respondent of the London Times, Sweden
is at present divided, The writer says:

‘‘The general tone all Jover is sgainst
wilitary measures or’any attempt to coerce
Norway back into the Union, but opinion
is by no means as unanimous in favor of a
prempt and amicable settlemetiwith Nor
way, wiping out old scores and making a
slatein view of drawing up conditions of
the future. An adverse current is setting
in from different directions prompted by a
variety of feelings,;suchZas loyalty to the
King, indignation at the way he has been
treated. , and distrust of the Norwegian
democracy and its uncompremising tho-
roughness. "’

Recent despatches say that these ‘‘ad-
verse carrents’’ are setting in the direction
of war, alhought the Norwegian poet,
Jonas Lie, in a Copenhagen paper says:
‘T believe that most Norwegians feel as I
do—we wisn for no war, we wish for
peace.’’

constituti 1
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Safety of Fast Trains.

WHILE it is calculated that the wreck

of the New York Central's 18 hour
flyer between New York and Chicago must
dampen the desire of some who want to
ride at such speed, the newspapers are of
the opinion that the accident cannot fairly
be attributed to the fact that the train was
running faster than usual. Had the train
been making 80 miles an hour instead of
60 says the New York World, ‘‘it must
have been wrecked just the same.’’ The
Twentieth Century Limited was gogg_on
its wile a’minute clip, when, near Men-
tor, Ohio, it ran into an open switch and
crashed through the freight station, and a
moment later the locomotive _blew up, set-
ting firs to the wreckage. 19 persons were
kiiied and twelve injured. The raiiroad
officials are of the opinion that the wreck
was the work either of a maniac or of
some one who had a grievarce against the
railroad. According to jthe press reports
investigations show that the switch where
the train left the truck was opened and
locked again, and the]light at the “switch

which should have shown red to the engi-
neer, did wot show. Fireman Gorham
says that both he and the engineer Tyler,
who died at his post, saw a white light
at the switch, but that when the train
was within a few yards of the switch
there was no light at ‘all. Gorham adds
that an attempt was made to stop the
train, but without avail. Railroad men
believe tuat the switch was thrown open
Jjust as the train was coming into Mentor,
The New York World sadly remarks that
it was ‘‘fire that doubled the horrors of the
catastrophe. Despite the teachings of ex-
perience scattered throngh long years, rail-
way enterprise lags siill behind the point
of fireproof safety’’: and tne New York
American adds in a similar vein:
* “'‘Human skill, possibly, can ‘never avert
accidents, but jsurely human forethought
can see to it that trains carrying csores of
people must be composed Zof “non-infl
able materials and that every dsvice to se-
cure safety that can be inventede shall be
applied to them, "’




The Founder of the British
Empgire.

Chatham.

ISCRIMINATIVE, convincing, and

adequate are words which may fitting-
ly be applied to Frederic Harrison’s ‘‘Cha-
tham,’’ at once the latest and most satis-
factory portraiture of the great British
statesman.? It is not so much by reason of
affording additional knowledge respecting
the facts of ’itt’s career that this study
must be accorded primacy over its prede-
cessors—though to be sure Mr. Harrison
makes free and [profitable unse of sonrces
nnavailable to Thackeray or Macaulay,
hithertoPitt’s most authoritative biograph
ers: it is in point of interpretation. Free
from the obsequiousness and the savage
irony that severally distorted the present-
ations of Thackeray and ldacaulay, tho-
roughly incisive and Jucid, sympathetic
bat just, the new ‘‘Life’’ gives us a Pitt
of profound human characteristics, a Litt
measured by the standards of both contem-
porenity and posterity and placed in what
we must regard as true historical perspec-
tive. Not that his bicgraphy is free from
blemish. Errors occur in his treatment of
several of those who most large., filled
the public eye in the piping times of peace

By Frederic Harrison. The_Macmillan Company.

immediatelv preceding the mismanaged
SpanishWar and in the period of drift that
intervenedbefore the outbreak of the his-
tory making even Years War. Nor can
we deem free from fault the covert allu-
sions to certain helmsmen of the present
day. But when we have said this we
have,said all that need be said in way of
criticism. As concerns _Pitt himself Mr.
Harrison has assuredly given us a master-
piece of psychological aunalysis. The Jtoo
common error of focussing attention on
success and faiilure, and of leaving endea-
vor out of acconnt is not apparent here.

Needless to say, the facts justify Mr.
Harrison's inclusion Pitt's name in the list
of the few great creative stateswenof Eng-
lish history-~the others Jin the author's
opinion, being William the Congqueror, Ed-
ward the First and Cromwell. *‘William
the Conquerer made England an organic
nation. Edward jthe First conceived and
founded Great Brituin. Cromwell made
the United Kingdom and founded our Sea
Power. Chatham made the Colonial system
and was the founder of the Empire."’




Argentina: The

Wonderland of

South America.

BY JOHN BARRETT.

(Formerly American winister to Argentina ana Panama,

T this time when there is so much dis-
cassion of South American countries
and affairs, it may be of particular inter-
est to take a passing glance at the grea:
republicof Argentina. I suy ‘‘great’’ ad-
visedly and in no sense of fattery or exag-
geration. It deserves this description in
many respects.

Argentina is so far away to the south
and so apart from the _regunlation routes of
Norh American travel that only a mini-
mum percentage of people realize that in
the southern end of the western hemi-
sphree there is a nation of such size, 10-
sources, posisbilities, and jprogress that it
is entitled to the attention and respecct of
the world. I would that it were in my
power to divert a small part of travelers
for pleasure and observation sfrom Europe
and Aisa to South America, and particu-
larly to Argentina, Chile, and Southern
Bratzl. A diversion o study and investi-
gation of this kind wonld exert a mighty
inflnence in educating the North American
people to a realization of the fact that we
should devote more time snd energy to
making the inlimate acquaiutance of our
Latin neighbors. It would demonstrate
how ignorant many of us are of what La-
tin America can do and is doing under fa-
vorable conditions of temperate climate
and national wealth, It might teach some

now minister to C lombia.)

eritics of Spanish Amwerica to remove the
“'heams’' from theitZown Jeyes before they
point out the ‘‘motes’ in .those of their
southern neighbors.

A

President Manunel Quintana, of Argentina.

The maivelous material, economic, edu-
cational, and social development of North
Amer.ca has blinded the eyes of a goodly
portion of its citizens to an appreciation




of whai 15 goOIDg Ton beyond ™ its borders.

—=That Argontina Themoving wnead: with

They often rant about Earopean interest in
South America and Earopean Zeffort to sur-
Pass us in the competition for *South ‘Am-
erican trade and friendship, without re-
ing that Europea: nations, mer-
chants and travelers know Jfar more about
South America Jthan we do and expend
trebel our effort to baild up closer relations
of commerce and comity.
A summarized statement of some [facts

pr ial leaps and bounds is proved by
the fact her foreign commerce, the best
thermometer of a country’s prosperity, in-
creaesd $90,000,000 in 1904 over the total
for 1908, which was $360,000,000. JEstimat-
ing her population, as before -stated, —at
5,000,000, she has in the present total of
$451,463,000 the remarkable average of _ne-
arly $90 per head, or a far greater JAverage
than the United States or any of the prin-

about Argentina confirm these P
and eonclusions. ‘The Argentina Republic,
as it is named, is ‘today one of the most
prosperous and progressive countries. Its
foreign commerce for 1904 reached the im-
mense total of $451,463,000 in gold. This
W s greater than that of any other Latin
nation, not excepting Mexico and Brasil.
It exceeded the foreigu trade of Japan, of
whase marvelous progress we now hear so
much, and it Jwent far beyond that of
China, concerning which there is general
discussion. In othes words Argentina,
with only 5,000,000 people, showed a buy-
ing and selling capacity in excess of Ja-
pan  with 40,000,000 people, aud China
with [400,000,0001 My comparison is no
refiection ‘on these latter countries, and
I have always been an earnest advocate of
the importance of our commercial and po-
litical interests in the Far East, but these
should not overshadow or hide what we
have at stake in Souh America,

cipal Europ countries. If this lusty
young giant of south America keeps pro-
gressing at this rate, it will be dificult to
estimate her trade and wealth when she
bas a population of 25,000,000,

The i area of A can ba
easily ¢ ppreciated by remembering that if
& line were drawn from the Canadian Jbor-
der of the Gulf of Mexico just east of the
first tier of Statas on the Pacific side of the
Mississippi,”Argentina would equal all the
coontry tolthe east thereof. It covers, ap
proximately. _ 1,200,000 square miles, of
which a [lerge proportion is adapted to
the homes of a progresivse race than the
correaponding territory in the United
States. A most important fact, however,
that too often is unappreciated in the nor-
thern hemisphere, where .the south and
South America are usaally synonymouns
with beat, is that Argentiva is locate d al
most entirely in the temp zome, and
is distinetly a)* white man’s'’’ country.




The La Follette Railroad Latw in
CWisconsin.

BY JOHN R. COMMONS.

HEN the record of jthe Wisconsin Le-  Wisconsin Legislature in 1889 by the Hon.

gislature of 1905 is summed np it will H. A. Taylor, afterwards Pacific Railway
show a series of enactments remarkable in  C insi and Assistant Trea ok
their union of Jprogressivism and conserv- the United States, came near adoption,
atism. This [is more true of the law re- bu was defeated It came up agkin in
gulating railway charges and services. legislative sessioos during the mineties,
The Legislature and the Governor as is but was again defeated. It was then held
well known , were elected on this issue, in abeyance by Governor LaFollette
after a campaign national in the interesta and his supporters until the anti-pass, tax-
aroused. This campaign, with its split in ation and primary election laws Scould be
the Republican party and its new align- disposed of. Finally in the session of
ment of others, was the culmination of a 1903, following the governor's message on
struggle extending through the past ten the subject, a bill was again introduced,
years and marked during preceding legis-  but after a heated discussion in and out of
lative sessions by an anti-pass law, a law  the Legislature, ‘including Ja second and
taxing railway companies on the full va- special message from the governor, it was
ue of their property, and a primary elec- Idefeated in the A bly. The record of
tion law. Wicsonsin was one of the four that Legislature and of the governor be-
‘Granger’’ States, which in the early se- came the issue of 1904, and there hsas per-
venties revolutionized the policies of the haps never been an act of state legislation
state governments towards railways. The so eagerly studied by all the people, with
“‘Potter'’ law of 1874 was similar to laws such mssses of statistics, and such detail-
enacted in the same year in Towa and Min- ed comparisons with other States, as the
nesota, and in 1871 in Illinois. These revised and amended law of 1905, which
laws created state railway commissions, came out of the proposed law of 1908,
with power to fix maximum rates. Coming That biil was modeled sfter the law of
as they did, in the midst of an industrial Towa, but the law of 1905 profits by the
panic and depression, and being admitted- experience of all the States, and by many
ly crude and novel, the railway companies decisions Jf the State and federal courts.
were able, in 1876, to secure their repeal Compared with other laws, it is less sweep-
in the (3ranger States except Illinois. The ing and radical at some points, but more
agitation, however, was renewed, and, fol-  strongly bulwarked at others.
lowing the year when the interstate com- This is seen in the importance] attached
merce law was enacted, the States of Towa to the provisions for selecting the three
and Minnesota returned to the policy of state railrosd commissioners, and in the
1874-76. A similar bill, introdaced in] the .‘nnt of large powers, with wide discre-
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tion in the use of those powers. Both of
these features are a reversal of the tend-
ency shown in other States, The salary of
each commissioner is fixed at $5,000 a sum
moze than doable that of the Towa commis-
sioners and 40 per cent greater Jthan that
of the Illinois commissioners. The secre.
tary received $2,500, while those of jadjoin-
ing States are;paid $1,500 and $1,800. The
terms of the commissioners are six years,
one to be appointed each alternate year, Of
course, the ebject in view jg to keep the
commission from falling into the hands of
railways, ana to avoid such an ontcome
as that in Iowa, for example, where the
commission is] notorions throughout Wi.
consin, at least, to be composed of three
men nominated, respectively, by the three
great railway systems of that State The
contest on this point turnea mainly on the
method of selection, whether by popular
election or governor's appointment. It js
quite noteworthy that the railways con-
tended for election, while the governor
und the legislative majority were for ap-
pointment; and thig notwithstanding the
example of nine States which have chang-
ed from Jappointive to elective commiss-
sions, against sixteen with elective com-
missions. More especially is this reversal
of the trend in other States notewurthy
since Wisconsiu under the leadership of
Governor La Follette, has Just adopt.d u
comprehensive primary election Jqw de-
signed fer the very purpose of breventing
the corporations from controlling pupry
conventions and elective officers,
Insistence on an appointive commission
by those who had 80 recently reformeq
the primaries was alleged by 2the railway
spokesmen as a gross inconnintency. They
argued against concentration of power in
the hands of the executive and were wil].
ing to risk the election of radical commis-
sioners in the Presemt state of the public
mind, looking to the courts for protection,
and expecting suc| issi s to dis-
credit themselves anq the law and to pro-
voke a reaction, as had been the case with
the Potter law in 1876, rather than see the
first commission appointed by the present
governor. It is felt on ) sides that “the
character of thege first appoiatments must,

more than anything else decide the fate of
the new law, and it is expected that each
biennial election of g governor preceding
the biennial appointment of a commis.
sioner will keep the votersiawake on the
railway question. The bature of the dn-
ties and power of the commission also in-
dicates that selection by wppointment ra-
thoi than by election more likely secure
men of the qualifications required. These
daties aud powers are stated in the broad-
est terms, with very little that is mandat.
ory and very much that is dincreli()nnry.
In the first place a break again is made
away from the trend in other States, in
that the commission is not required to fix
a classification of goods or a schedule of
rate to be charged, pat is authorized #o re-
view any or all rates made by the road,
and then, afler a hearing to substitute a
ressonable rate. The commission deos not
lay down any rule for arriving at a tariff,
but takes into account everylelementgthat
has a bearing or linfluence *on the 1ate,
The law in this respect is less radical
than  other recent legislation, for in
twelve years the number of States in
which the commission must make com-
plete schednles of freight rates for each

railroad has i reased from seven to thir-
tren, while the number in which the com -
HUSSo0 mey ke specific rates has de-
crea » tr m cight 10 seven, This, too is
# chauge fromZthe tenor of the bills hither-
Urdnirodueed in the Wisconsin Legisla-
Fres Paahiips no part of the proposed law
onsed more dise ss'on throughout the
State than the one that led to this feature

of the adopred law. 1t was on this point
that muny of the manufacturers and other
shippers were aroused and were led to join
with the roads in oppositien to any legis-
lation whatever. It was contended that a
State commission could not jtake into ae-
count competitive and Jmarxet conditions,
because_it conld establish only on a rigid
mileage basis—a ‘‘distance tariff'so called.
This would interfere with many industries
and localities which had been built ap
through “‘special’’, or tcommodity,”’ o
‘‘group’ rates, in which distance was ig-
nored in order to place competitors on an
equality in the great .markets. There




were ulso ‘‘transit’’ rates, .'‘concentra-
tion'’ rates, ‘‘local’’ rates, and ‘‘termin-
al’’ rates—altogether a hewildering vari-
ety of veculiar rates not amenable to the
mechanical classification and  inelastic
schedules which a public body was assum-
ed to be bound by. The governor had re-
commended that the Jcommission ve given
power to make commodity rates, and to
vary them with the requirements of any
situacion, ‘‘assigning upon their records
the reasons for any special _exception
made.”’ In the tinal outcome the flaw de-
finitely states that ‘nothing in this act
shall be construed to prevent concentration
commodity, transit, and other special con-
tract rates, by sach rates must be open to
shippers for a like kind of traffic under si-
milar eircumstances and conditios. . . pro-
videu such rates be under the supervision
and regulation, of, the commission.’
Thus, by leaving the initiative to the
roads, they are free, as betore, to adapt
thei1 rates to industrial conditions, but
tke commission is at hand to check their
acts if they are unjustly discriminatory.
The roads can even make non-compensat-
ory rates in order to stimulate business
and increase other forms of traftic if they
see fit to de so—an act which if ordered
by a State commission, would be overruled
by the courts. One feature of the law
which, however, is the same as that in
sixteen of the twenty States, that regulate
rates is the powergot the commission jlo fix
an absolute rate Jrather _than to declare
what wust be w maximom rate. It thas
is made unlawful for the company to
charge less than the commission rate as
to charge more than that rate. This fol-
lows from the intention to jprevent unjust
discrimination between shippers and com-
munities—an object equallyimportant with
that of preventing excessive charges.

The theory of jthe new law seems to ,be
that the railroads have their experts with
years of experience in making rates and
hanaling traffic; but that no body of men,
however expert, can be trasted in every
case to use their uncontrolled power, upon
which the wealth and prosperity of the
State depends, in a mauner fair and rea-
sopable. On the other hand, no body of
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men selected by the State can have the ex-
pert qualifications and detailed informa-
tion that come from daily contact with
the problems. On this account the rates
made by the railroads are in effect held
to be, prima facie, reasonable and lawfal.
This is a radical distivetion from the laws
in those States which require the ecom-
mission to fix a complete schedule of rates,
the evident assumption there being that
the road's rates are, prima facie, unlawful
and unreasonable.

These rates in Wisconsin, however, may
be challenged, bat the burden of proof is
upon the complainant to show that they
are unreasonable. The railroad coinmis-
sion is the board of review to investigate
the complaint, with powers over witnesses
books and testimony entrusted to a court
of record. It gives the railroad company
and the complainant ten days' notice of a
hearing: upon which, if it find proof that
the rate is ‘‘unreasonable or unjusly dis-
criminaory’’ fixes a reasonablo rate, and
its order takes effect of its own force in
twenty days after service on the railway
officer. ‘Uhenceforth, the legal situation is
reversed, The rates fixed by the commis-
sion now in tarn become prima facie, law-
ful and reasonable, and the bnrden of
proof is upon the railway company if it
goes into court and asks taat they be over-
rnled. Ugon the several steps involved in
these provisions the contest in the Senate
committee, where the principal struggle
occurred, was prolonged and intense, and
it is most remargable that, startirg with
opposing views, that committee reported a
bill unanimously which then was unanim-
oSsly adopted by both houses and signed by
the governor. The first step in the con-
troversy related Jto the source of com-
plaint against the rates or regulations of
the roads. The companies contended
that only shippers were affected, and that
they only shounld be entitled to enter com-
plaint. But it was shown that public lin-
terests were involved, and tbat localities
might be injuriously affected. Consequent-
ly, the law entertains complaints ‘‘of any
person, firm, corporation, or association,
or of any mercantile, agricultural, or ma-
nufacturing society, or of any body politic
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or'municipal organization.”” A railroad
itself is permitied to make complsint
against another railroad, and there is no-
thing in the law to prevent the commis-
sion from raising the rates of a road that
is resorting to a destrutive rate war.
Next, the railroads, continuing the idea
that the commission should be a quasijodi-
cial body, held that, conceding that it
might decide on “complaints, it should not
itself initiave investigations. But the
eommittee decided that the commission
skould be, what the courts =bave supported

legally, an arm of the Legislature, and
gave it power, ‘‘apon its own motion,”" to
investigate any rate or acharge. It thus
becomes the organ, as stated by the gover-
nor,”, *‘of the great body of the ~people of
Wisconsin, who bear in the aggregate the
principal burden of the freight rates,’’.but
who **could not appear before the commis-
sion t) make complaint,’’ nor''state their
complaint or Jallege the measure of the
wrong imposed on them.’’ The procedura
when initiation is ‘by the commission, is
the same as when a complaint is made.

The Lynn Canal,




